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FCS raises money for Safe Harbor
Friday had exceptional weather for a dunk tank! FCS (Fellowship of Christian Students) Group
moved their annual Homecoming dunk tank fundraiser to the soccer fields to entertain specta-
tors before, during and after the boys' soccer game Friday afternoon. Students lined up to see
if they could soak their administrators, while even adults and the younger ones joined in the
fun to try their luck. The proceeds from the event were to be split with Safe Harbor and FCS

Superintendent Joe Schwan watches
closely as Evalynn Peterson’s ball is
about to hit the target. (courtesy Photo)
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Scott Thorson, Social Science Teacher,
falls down into the water after a ball hit
the target. (Courtesy Photo)
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Elementary Principal Brett Schwan
kept encouraging students to hit the
: — ~ target during halftime, Owen Sperry,
Alli Iverson smiles after her throw dunk tank volunteer, watches on from
dunked the Boys’ Soccer Head Coach behind the tank. (courtesy Photo)
Ryan Olson. (courtesy Photo)
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The Groton Area/Langford Area band
(left) and the Groton Area Drum Line
(above) performed at the Homecoming

Warner is one of four South
Dakota schools selected as
Blue Ribbon Schools

Four South Dakota schools have been se-
lected as National Blue Ribbon Schools by the
U.S. Department of Education. The award rec-
ognizes schools for their excellence in overall
academic performance or for their progress in
closing the achievement gap among student
subgroups.

The South Dakota schools named as Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools are:

Christ the King Elementary, O'Gorman
Catholic Schools, Sioux Falls

Lennox Elementary School, Lennox School
District

Lincoln Elementary School, Aberdeen School
District

Warner High School, Warner School District

Lennox Elementary, Christ the King Elemen-
tary, and Warner High School are honored for
their high scores in English and mathematics.
Lincoln Elementary is recognized for its prog-
ress in closing the achievement gap among
student subgroups.

“Blue Ribbon status is awarded to schools
that demonstrate commitment to excellence
for all students,” said Secretary of Education
Joe Graves. “The work that is being done at
Lennox Elementary, Lincoln Elementary, Christ
the King Elementary, and Warner High School
is a testament to talented teachers and staff,
students who work hard to achieve their po-
tential, and dedicated leadership.”

Principals at each Blue Ribbon school cited
outstanding teachers and a supportive com-
munity as key to their success. With that as
the foundation, each school has a unique ap-
proach that has brought them to excellence.

Lennox Elementary uses a data-centered
approach; data from various assessments
equip teachers with an individualized profile of
each student, which allows teachers to curate
learning experiences to target deficiencies and
build on established knowledge.

Lincoln Elementary has instituted math and
reading interventions, allowing students to
acquire fundamental skills. The school also
has a dedicated STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Math) program, which
provides hands-on, project-based learning for
all students.

Christ the King Elementary uses data to tar-
get learning priorities and combines that with
small-group instruction to meet the needs of
each student.

Warner High School thrives on a traditional
approach to education. Academic offerings
are bound to fundamental subjects, which are
taught and reinforced by experienced staff
who are resolute in their high expectations
for all students.
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Senior golf players were recognized with their parents at the Warner volleyball match on Tuesday. Senior boys are Carter

Simon, Logan Pearson, Brevin Fliehs and Easton Eckern.



Vikings
(knock on

wood) N

The only thing that &1
makes Minnesota Vikings
fans more angsty than
losing, is when they're
going well, and right now
they're the darlings of the

Tat’s

NFL. Before I go any fur-
ther, please get knocking
on the oak furniture or Life

get outside and knock
on a tree. Make a friend
with a woodpecker. The
neighbors will understand.

The Vikings are 3-0 after blasting the Hous-
ton Texans, the good team from Texas. But,
the next time Sam Darnold throws three inter-
ceptions, fans will assemble dressed in black
to call for third-stringer Brett Rypien to start.

But there’s still so much bitterness even
though we're undefeated! Fans are experienc-
ing schadenfreude whenever formerly beloved
Kirk Cousins loses a game with Atlanta (1-2).
Some are mad because he’s a smart negotiator
with a sharp agent and gets paid a lot. Others
feel he should have shown loyalty and stayed
in Minnesota. Wait until they find out there’s
no crying in baseball.

by Tony Bender

I hate (Twins) baseball berry, berry much

Speaking of such... the Twins are rumbling,
bumbling, stumbling to an “I can’t look” sea-
son end. Everything Manager Rocco Baldelli
touches seems to turn to pewter. Every call
from the bullpen seems to be a suicide mis-
sion. Spielberg should direct them.

Maybe other clubs have the same issue, but
the Twins could have meetings in the infirmary
because that’s where most of them are. I'm

not sure if they need a new manager or an

. exorcism.

Gus is slowing down and smartening up

Well, as he approaches his tenth birthday,
Gus the Wonder Pug is thickening up and
slowing down, although our leggy boy still has
a waist. He no longer has Squirrel the World’s
Grumpiest Cat to hang with. We lost him last
summer at 19. We think. You see, India always
tracked his age on a chart on the inside of a
kitchen cabinet and confused the categories.
Squirrel might have been 19 rabies shots old.

Without his buddy, out of boredom, Gus goes
outside much more often. Which means he’s
getting me in shape. If I'm sure it's not time
again, he'll walk away dejectedly from the deck
door and stand at the top of the stairs which
means if he really does have go, I'm going to
end up with a dookie in the entry. Dog Poop
Poker. He wins more bluffs than he loses.

A soft landing

The stock market hit new highs last week
after The Fed lowered the interest rate by half
a point, an indication of increasing confidence
in the economy. We've been hearing whispers
of a recession for years after the COVID crisis,
but that seems much less likely. For young
adults, that’s great news.

I remember at the end of 1980, the Federal
Fund Rate was 20%. A 30-year mortgage was
nearly 13%. I was making something like $2.10
an hour at K-Mart.

My kids, 23 and 28 have borne the brunt
of some rocky economic times. The cost of
college and housing is challenging, and even
though wages are rising, younger Americans
are still catching up. So, the rate cut is a prom-
ising signal. And for the critics who launched
in easier times, don't judge if you see Gen Z

splurging on a coffee, or—heavens—a Big Mac.
© Tony Bender, 2024
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Groton Area Superintendent Joe Schwan was busy after the volleyball match
painting the GT on the football field for the homecoming game. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The FCCLA group went through the
homecoming parade on Friday. (photo by

Paul Kosel)

The Groton Garden Club decorated
a golf cart for their float entry at the
homecoming parade. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Weekly Vikings Roundup
By Jordan Wright

Just when you thought the Vikings couldn’t
possibly have a better win than the one they
had against the San Francisco 49ers, they
proceeded to dismantle one of the best teams
in the AFC, the Houston Texans, by a score
of 34-7.

The first quarter set the tone for the entire
game. The Texans got the ball to start the
game, and the first play of their opening drive
was a holding call on the offensive line. On
their second play, C.J. Stroud was intercepted
by Kamu Grugier-Hill, who was starting in place
of injured linebacker Ivan Pace Jr. Six plays
later, Sam Darnold found Justin Jefferson for
a six-yard touchdown. On their ensuing drive,
the Texans ran 13 plays but ultimately missed
a 54-yard field goal, giving the ball back to the
Vikings who only needed six plays to find the
endzone again, this time an eight-yard pass
from Darnold to Aaron Jones.

While the first quarter was non-stop fire-
works, the second quarter was full of duds by
both teams. Both teams punted the ball three
times, and the teams went into halftime with
the same 14-0 score.

The Vikings got the ball to begin the second
half and drove 77 yards in eight plays — end-
ing the drive with a four-yard touchdown
pass from Darnold to Jalen Nailor. Both teams
traded punts on their ensuing drives, before
the Texans finally showed some signs of life
halfway through the third quarter, going 72
yards on seven plays and finally finding the
endzone (an eight-yard catch from former
Vikings running back Cam Akers). The Vikings
responded with a field goal, and the score was
24-7 with a quarter left to play.

Needing to get something going if they were
going to have any chance at a comeback, the
Texans took to the air to score quickly. Unfor-
tunately for them, that just allowed the Vikings’
pass rush to pin their ears back and apply con-
stant pressure to Stroud — which led to a Cam
Bynum interception. Nursing a large lead and
wanting to kill some clock, the Vikings kept it
simple and handed the ball off to Aaron Jones
five times, which got them down to the two-
yard line. On third and goal, Darnold hit tight
end Johnny Mundt for a touchdown, bringing
the score to 31-7. The Vikings’ defense, which
was ferocious all game, smelled blood in the
air and went into berserker mode, stopping
the Texans’ offense twice on fourth downs and

= the Vikings’ offense added a field goal just for

good measure.

The 34-7 win was the Vikings' largest margin
of victory since December 15, 2019 (at the Los
Angeles Chargers).

Sam Darnold completed 17 of 28 passes for
181 yards and four touchdowns. Aaron Jones
ran the ball 19 times for 102 yards and had
five catches for 46 yards and a touchdown.
Justin Jefferson had six catches for 81 yards
and a touchdown, and Jalen Nailor added three
catches for 31 yards and a touchdown.

As a unit, the Vikings’ defense held the Tex-
ans to only one touchdown while forcing two
interceptions and accumulating five sacks.
Jonathan Greenard led the way against his old
team, notching three of the five sacks and add-
ing three tackles for a loss. Andrew Van Ginkel
and Jalen Redmond each had a sack as well.

Looking ahead, the Vikings travel to Green
Bay to battle the 2-1 Packers, who just beat
the Tennessee Titans 30-14 without their
starting quarterback Jordan Love. Whether
or not Love plays next week remains to be

. seen, but it’s the Packers’ defense that will be

the biggest obstacle to overcome. While the
Titans’ offense isn't on the same level as the
Vikings', the Packers still had eight sacks and
two interceptions while limiting Tennessee to
only 33 yards on the ground. This will be the
128th time the two teams have met, with the
Packers holding a 66-58-3 edge. The Vikings
have been the more impressive team so far
this season, but anything can happen in these
divisional border battles.



Groton Area wins homecommg game over Deuel

Groton Area won its homecoming football game
Friday with a 14-9 win over the Deuel Cardinals.

Each team had the ball once in the first quarter with
Groton Area having the first possession, only to have
it ended with an interception by Gavin Maaland in the
end zone. “They took away our passing game,” said
Coach Shaun Wanner, “so we ended up running it a
lot and we moved the ball pretty good.”

The Cardinals had the ball for the remaining half of
the first quarter and ended up punting on fourth and
11. There were 19 plays in the first quarter.

Groton Area had the ball to start the second quarter,
only to fumble the ball on the first play. "It wasn't the
start that we wanted,” Wanner said. “"But our defense
limited them to a field goal. When you have as many
upper classmen as we have, they don't let things get
to them early in the game.”

That set up the Cardinals on the Tiger 15 yard line
and they eventually ended up kicking a 29 yard field
goal by Sean Kormann.

Both teams ended up punting the next possessions
away. With 5:10 left in the half, Groton Area set up
shop on the Tiger 36 yard line. After three first downs,
Christian Ehresmann would catch the pass from Ryder
Johnson to score on a 14 yard pass play. Joao Nunes
kicked the PAT and Groton was on top, 7-3. That drive
lasted nearly five minutes as the Tigers scored with
28 seconds left in the half. There were a total of four
first downs and 11 plays for the 64 yard drive.

The score remained, 7-3, Groton Area, at half time.

Deuel’s first drive in the second half was stopped
when the Cardinals failed to convert on fourth and
three at midfield. Groton Area took over on its own
47 yard line.

After three first downs, Ryder Johnson connected
with Christian Ehresmann for a five yard pass play to
score. Joao Nunes kicked the PAT and Groton took a
14-3 lead. That drive lasted seven minutes, went 53
yards in 14 plays with four first downs.

The last scoring drive of the game started with 4:04
left by the Deuel Cardinals. Starting at the Cardinal
38 yard line, Deuel would march the distance of the
field in 13 plays, 62 yards and five first downs as Troy
Jenson would score on a three yard pass from Aiden
Sievers. The two point conversion attempt failed and
it was 14-9 with 32 seconds left in the game, which
stood as the final score.

Groton Area had more first downs, 11-8, more yards
rushing, 172-40, but fewer yards passing, 90-62.

In rushing, Groton Area carried the ball 34 times
for 172 yards (Korbin Kucker 23-113, Ryder Johnson
5-53, Christian Ehresmann 5-20, Keegen Tracy 1-7).
Deuel carried the ball 24 times for 40 yards (Gavin
Klaus 11-35, Owen Haas 3-4, Carson Marko 1-2, Aiden
Sievers 9-(-1).

In passing, Ryder Johnson completed eight of 12
passes for 60 yards, two touchdowns and one inter-
ception. Korbin Kucker completed one of one pass for
two yards. Receivers were Christian Ehresmann 4-23,
two touchdowns; Teylor Diegel 3-17, Connor Glines
1-16 and Keegen Tracy 1-6. Deuel’s Aiden Sievers com-
pleted 11 of 18 passes for 90 yards. Receivers were
Gabe Sather 7-76, Nolan Gubrud 1-7, Carson Marko 1-5,
Gavin Maaland 1-(-1), Troy Jenson 1-3, 1 touchdown.

Groton Area lost one fumble while Deuel had no
fumbles. Groton Area had six penalties for 40 yards
and Deuel had seven for 45 yards.

Defensive leaders for Groton Area were Christian
Ehresmann with 10 tackles and two sacks, Brevin
Fliehs had seven tackles and one sack, Tucker Hardy
had six tackles and one sack and Korbin Kucker and
Caleb Mertz each had five tackles. Deuel was led by
Gavin Maaland with nine tackles w while Carson Marko
and Reed VanWormer each had eight.

“Our seniors are leading our program,” Wanner said.
“They are a tight knit group and they know they don't
have another year to play football. It was like Brevin
Fliehs said, ‘I can golf the rest of my life but when
football is over, it's over.” And the seniors know that.
It can be over in four weeks, five weeeks, six weeks.
It's up to them.”

Groton Area is now 3-1 on the season and will travel
to Clark/Willow Lake on Friday. Deuel falls to 1-3 and
will host Sioux Valley. “Clark and Roncalli will be the
toughest teams coming up,” Wanner said. “Clark is a
lot like us - they run and pass the ball well. They also
have some good sized kids up front. Our juniors have
had close games with them the last couple of years
and I expect this to be close as well. It's their home-

Groton Tlgers faced off W|th the Deuel Cardmals in Iast Friday’s Home-
comlng football game. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

o

There was a huge crowd that attended the homecoming game on Friday.
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

coming game so I know what their kids are going through - we're back to a regular
routine and I like that.”

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Agtegra, Avantara
Groton, Bierman Farm Service, BK Custom T’s & More, Blocker Construction, Dacotah
Bank, Full Circle Ag, Groton Ag Partners, Groton Chamber, Groton Ford, Harry Imple-
ment, John Sieh Agency, Jungle Lanes & Lounge, Krueger Brothers, R&M Farms/Rix
Farms and The Meathouse in Andover with the team of Justin Olson, Paul Kosel and

Jeslyn Kosel. Internet service was provided by JVT.
- Paul Kosel

Groton Area beats Oakes in JV Football

Groton Area’s junior varsity team defeated Oakes, 13-10, in action played Monday
in Groton.

The Tigers had more yards rushing, 141-55, both teams had six first downs and
Oakes had more yards passing, 27-10.

Ball carriers for Groton Area were Ryder Schelle with 12 carries for 115 yards and
one touchdown, Skyler Godel with 10 carries for 25 yards and one touchdown and
Brady Small had one carry for one yard. Oakes was led by Mathias Dahlstrom with
14 carries for 66 yards.

In passing, Bradyn Small completed two of six passes for 10 yards and Alex Abeln
attempted one pass which was intercepted. Receivers were Ryder Schelle and Ben
Hoeft each with one catch for five yards. Landon Titus, for Oakes, completed two
of eight passes for 27 yards and two interceptions and David Bakke attempted one
pass. Mate Dimitov had two catches for 27 yards.

Oakes lost one fumble and Groton had none. Groton Area had two penalties for 10
yards and Oakes had four for 27 yards.

The defense for Groton Area: Isaiah Scepaniak, 9 tackles and two sacks for minus
16 yards; Braeden Fliehs, five tackles; Ben Hoeft, four tackles; Skyler Godel, four
tackles and one interception; Lincoln Krause, four tackles and one interception; Gun-
ner Hardy, three tackles; Ryder Schelle, three tackles; Blake Lord, two tackles and
one sack for minus five yards; Hunter Aden, two tackles, Gavin Kroll, one tackle and
one fumble recovery; and having one tackle each were Layne Johnson, John Bisbee
and Joao Nunes.

Defense for Oakes: Brody Moore, eight tackles; Elihah Dinger, five tackles; Trey
Miles and Mathias Dahlstrom, each with three tackles; Levi Thorpe, two tackles; and
one tackle each were Andrew Under, Jacob Ptacek, Dylan Quandt, Joseph Dobitz
and Evan Larson.

In the first quarter, Skyler Godel score for Groton Area with a 14 yard run. The kick
attempted failed.

Oakes scored on a safety in the second quarter when Elijah Dinger tackled the

punter, Skyler Godel, in the end zone.
Groton Area scored in the third GLETN
( ) —

605/397-2311

quarter on a Ryder Schelle 69 yard
www.grotonford.com

run. The PAT kick by Alejandro Jativa
was good.

Oakes scored in the fourth quarter
on a Landon Titus one yard run. The
PAT pass from Landon Titus to Mateo
Dimitrov was good.

- Paul KoselGroton Independent ¢ Wed., Sept. 25, 2024 ¢ 3
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The Life of Lee Hjermstad

Lee Jeffrey Hjermstad, age 39, departed this life, Sept. 19, 2024 in
West Fargo, ND. He was born in Aberdeen, SD, on May 10, 1985, to
Randall Hjermstad and Wendy Ramberg. Lee was raised in Groton, SD,
and attended school there through his junior year. He was baptized and
confirmed in the Lutheran faith. Lee graduated from West Fargo High
School in 2003; in the following years, he attended semesters at the
University of South Dakota and Moorhead State University. He married
Melissa Schiller, Oct. 23, 2016, and later divorced.

Lee began working during high school at Aberdeen Health and Rehab.
Lee particularly enjoyed working for Industrial Builders and was em-
ployed there for 15 years after graduating. He also worked for Midland
Door Solutions, Sanford Health, and most recently at Valvoline.

\ He was an aV|d reader, spanning all genres, with his most loved series
as the Wheel of Time books by Robert Jordan Lee watched Chicago Bears football, every
game during the season, and participated in Fantasy Football. He enjoyed attending movies,
with Wes Anderon films being his favorite, concerts, grilling, sports, and spending time With
his nephews and nieces. Lee proclaimed himself to be a master at tending bonfires and cri-
tiqued others’ attempts. His favorite pastimes were hiking and camping. His two dogs, Rupert
and Winston, were a central part of his life; Lee took them for walks and played frisbee with
them. He prided himself on his fashion sense.

Whether it was playing games or working, Lee always strived to be the best. He had a stub-
born streak and often thought he had the answer, defending it to no end. Many times he had
the correct answer or solution.

Lee is survived by his mother and stepfather, Wendy and Michael Ramberg; father Randall
Hjermstad; brothers Adam Hjermstad, Drew Hjermstad (Stacy); stepsisters and stepbrother
Shannon Hjermstad and family, Shelby Hjermstad, Sadie Leicht, Amie Ramberg and family
and Brett Ramberg and family; nieces and nephews: Kaleb, Mykah, Collin, Tucker, Ellia, Aly-
via, Ashlynn, Regan, Riley, Sydney; and best friend Adam Hansen. He is survived by aunts
and uncles Nancy and Wayne Schulz, Judy and Doug Hamaker, James Stearns, Lynn Claeys,
Russel and Emily Hjermstad; and many cousins. Also mourning his passing are his beloved
dogs, Rupert and Winston.

Those preceding him in death include grandparents Lauren and Maye Glover, Orval and
Edythe Hjermstad; uncles Jeffrey Glover, Steven Glover, Laverne Schweer; aunts Kathleen
Schweer, Dorothy Glover, Linda Stearns; and cousins Jordan Stearns, Matthew Schweer, and
Karen Glover.

Visitation: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 from 7:00 PM until 8:00 PM at West Funeral
Home, West Fargo, ND.

Prayer Service: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 at 8:00 PM at West Funeral Home, West
Fargo, ND.

Memorial Service: Thursday, September 26, 2024 at 1:00 PM at St. Andrew Lutheran Church,
West Fargo, ND.

Burial: Family to do the burial at Sunset Gardens, Aberdeen, SD.

The Life of Steven Dixon
A Celebration of Life for Steven Dixon, 66, of Tularosa, New Mexico
will be 2:00 p.m., Saturday, October 5, 2024 at Paetznick-Garness Fu-
neral Chapel, Groton. Rev. Yeadon will officiate. Inurnment will follow
in Union Cemetery, Groton under the direction of Paetznick-Garness
Funeral Chapel. A luncheon will follow at the funeral chapel.

Visitation will be held for one hour prior to services at the chapel.

Steven passed away September 1, 2024 in Tularosa after a coura-
geous battle with cancer.

Steven Lynn Dixon was born on July 16, 1958 in Aberdeen to Jack
and Lillian (Hein) Dixon. He was the first of eight children born to Jack
and Lil. He attended school in Aberdeen until 1970 and then spent his
middle and high school years in Groton. Steve graduated from Groton High School in 1976.
He was united in marriage with Nancy Kern in 1984 and they were blessed with a son, Jacob
Isaiah. Steve worked various jobs. He worked as an OSHA Safety Coordinator for Border
States Electric in Fargo from 2003-2017. In 2018, Steve married Maria Catalina “Katie” Garcia.
They moved to Tularosa, New Mexico in 2019, where he resided until the time of his passing.

Steve enjoyed the outdoors; especially hunting, fishing and camping. He was a strong sup-
porter of Alcoholic Anonymous, having been sober for 46 years. Through AA, he developed
many true friendships and was a proud sponsor and advocate.

Celebrating his life is his wife, Katie, his son, Jacob Dixon of West Fargo, ND, many step-
children and step-grandchildren, his siblings, Sherry (Rick) Koehler, Patty (Mike Lee) Smith,
Jackie (Dennis) Hales, Mike (Karen) Dixon, Dianne (Rick) Schelle, Kelli (Dan) Danburg, Kathy
(Jason) Holm, his last surviving aunt and uncle, Nancy & Don Hein and many nieces, nephews
and cousins. Steve also leaves behind his faithful dog, Rosie.

Preceding him in death were his parents, both sets of grandparents, one niece, several
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

The family prefers memorials in lieu of flowers.

15 N Main St. - Ste. 101
Downtown Groton

Call/Text Paul: 605-397-7460
\Call/Text Tina: 605-397-7285

Open 24/7

Living Heart Fitness Genter
Bones need strong muscles for support.
Not exercising weakens those supporting muscles.
Weak muscles put more stress on joints. - Mayo Clinic

Auto Body ....

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

anion Brothers
ravel Haul"’rig i
New & Cleaning of & >t
Stockdams with our P
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605/395-6531

Groton Chiropractic

Clinic
Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204



Netters beat Clark/Willow Lake

It was a slow start for the Tigers, but after pulling off a first set extra points win, Groton
Area went on to beat the Cyclones in three sets.

The first set had eight lead changes and was tied 14 times before the Tigers pulled out the
27-25 win. Groton Area never trailed in the second set, winning 25-15. Groton Area led for
most of the third set, but the Cyclones did make a late threat. Clark/Willow Lake tied the set
at 17 and then took a 22-19 lead. Groton Area called time-out and from there, scored the final

six points for the 25-22 win.

Rylee Dunker led Groton Area with 11 kills and three blocks. Chesney Weber had 10 kills
and two ace serves. Jaedyn Penning had eight kills and three ace serves. Faith Traphagen
had seven kills. Taryn Traphagen had three Kkills, Kella Tracy had two Kills, Laila Roberts had
one kill and Elizabeth Fliehs and Jerica Locke each had one ace serve.

Shay Michalski had nine kills and one ace serve for the Cyclones while Hannah Heiman had
nine kills and three ace serves, Shelby Begeman had eight kills and two block, Tehya Vig had
four kills, Zoe Nichols had two kills and Kate Larson and Avery Lee each had an ace.

Clark/Willow Lake won the junior varsity match, 25-21 and 25-17. McKenna Tietz had six kills,
Liby Althoff and Makenna Krause each had three Kkills, Kella Tracy and Emerlee Jones each
had two Kkills, Talli Wright had a kill and an ace serve and Sydney Locke had an ace serve.

Ella Sass led Clark/Willow Lake with six kills. Then five players scored five points with Kelsey
Hofer having four kills and one ace serve, Johanna Vandersnick had three kills and two ace
serves, Maddie Brenden had two kills and three ace serves, Eliza Larson had four Kkills, Calla
Larson had three kills and Kadee Frankfurth and Peyton Lee each had an ace serve.

The varsity match was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Agtegra, Avantara
Groton, Bierman Farm Service, BK Custom T’s & More, Blocker Construction, Dacotah Bank,
Groton Ag Partners, Groton Chamber, Groton Ford, John Sieh Agency, Jungle Lanes & Lounge,
Krueger Brothers, R&M Farms/Rix Farms, The Meathouse in Andover.

Rylee Dunker
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

1(" ‘ P {
Boys Junior High Golf Meet

Olive Grove Golf Course

Pictured left to right are Hayden Hard-
er and Liam Johnson. Johnson placed
second with a score of 42. (Courtesy Photo)

Deuel Cross Country

Meet

Boys 5K Varsity: 25, Jayden Schwan,
20:05.08; 57, Kason Oswald, 24:09.36

Girls 5K Varsity: 6, Faith Traphagen,
20:46.99; 13, Ryelle Gilbert, 21:24.31

Girls 3K Junior Varsity: 9, Sydney
Holmes, 13:49.36

Boys 3K Middle School: 4, Grayden Zeck,
12:44.99; 6, Blake Malsam, 12:57.52; 13,
Landon Thornton, 14:27.39

Girls 3K Middle School: 32, Rayna Loe-
schke, 17:26.20

- Paul Kosel . .
Elizabeth Fliehs
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Volleyball team takes fourth at Hamlin Tournament

Groton Area’s volleyball team took fourth place at the Hamlin Tournament held Saturday.
Groton Area defeated Tiospa Zina, 2-0, then lost to Dell Rapids, 2-0, and to Castlewood in
the third place match, 2-0.

In the first match with Tiospa Zina, Jaedyn Penning and Jerica Locke both racked up eight
ace serves for the Tigers. Penning added two Kills to her tally. Chesney Weber had five kills
while Taryn Traphagen had four, Faith Traphagen and Rylee Dunker each had three Kkills, Talli
Wright had three ace serves, Elizabeth Fliehs had two ace serves, Sydney Locke had an ace
serve and Kella Tracy had one Kill.

Maya Deutsch had two kills for Tiospa Zina while Journee Haley had one kill and Harmony
Rodlund had one ace serve.

Set scores were 25-7 and 25-8.

Then the Tigers took on the number one and undefeated Dell Rapids Quarriors. The first
set was close all the way to the end with the set being tied 15 times and there were five
lead changes with the biggest lead during the match being two points. Groton Area had the
21-20 lead but Dell Rapids battled back to get the 25-23 win. Dell Rapids never trailed in the
second set, winning it, 25-15.

Taryn Traphagen had six kills, Faith Traphagen had six kills and one block, Chesney Weber
had six kills and one ace serve, Rylee Dunker had two kills and two blocks, Kella Tracy had
one kill and Jaedyn Penning had one ace serve.

Madelynn Henry led the Quarriors with 10 kills and one block, Clara Justice had three kills
and one ace serve, Karlie Ingalls had four kills, Lauryn Kloth had two kills, one block and one
ace serve, Elin Schoenhard had two blocks, two ace serves and one kill, Sophi Randall had
two kills and two ace serves and Sylea Sykes had one Kkill.

In the third place match, the first set against Castlewood was tied five times and there were
three lead changes. Castlewood went on to win the first set, 25-19.

Groton Area led in the second set with the help of a seven point rally to take at 13-4, but
Castlewood would battle back and would tie the set at 16 and took a 23-19 lead. Groton
fought back to make it one point set at 23-22, but Castlewood would win it, 25-22.

Jaedyn Penning led Groton Area with seven kills and two ace serves while Chesney Weber
had seven Kkills, Taryn Traphagen and Rylee Dunker each had three kills and a block, Faith
Traphagen had two kills, Kella Tracy had one kill and Sydney Locke and Elizabeth Fliehs each
had one ace serve.

Cassidy Kirwan led Castlewood with seven kills and two ace serves, Emerson Carter had
six kills and a block, Claire Horn had four kills and an ace serve, Ava Ruml had three kills and
three blocks, Cyndi Kudrno had one kill and Dayton Knecht had one ace serve.

All three matches were broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Agtegra, Avantara
Groton, Bierman Farm Service, BK Custom T's & More, Blocker Construction, Dacotah Bank,
Full Circle Ag, Groton Ag Partners, Groton Chamber, Groton Ford, Harry Implement, John
Sieh Agency, Jungle Lanes & Lounge, Krueger Brothers, R&M Farms/Rix Farms and The
Meathouse in Andover.

- Paul Kosel

The high school
(left top) and mid-
dle school (left
bottom) march-
ing bands went
through the home-
coming parade on
Friday. (Photos by Paul
Kosel)
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BATES TOWNSHIP WEED
NOTICE:

OWNERS & TENANTS of Bates
Township are hereby notified
and required, according to law,
to cut all weeds, grass, and
trees in road ditches adjacent
to their property or tenanted by
them within Bates township on
or before October 15, 2024 or
same will be hired done by the
township board and assessed
property taxes at the rate of
$300 per half mile.

Bates Township Board of Su-
pervisors reminds all landowners
and tenants that the road right-
of-way extends 33 feet from the
center of the township road. This
ditch is to be maintained and
mowed. Any crops planted in the
road right-of-way will be mowed
and charged to the landowner.
Landowner is responsible for
spraying all noxious weeds.

Bates Township Board of
Supervisors

Betty Geist

Township Clerk

Published September 18 and
25, 2024, at the total approxi-
mate cost of $18.76 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23690

SECTION 00 11 10 - ADVER-
TISEMENT FOR BIDS

Town of Claremont

Claremont, South Dakota

Storm Sewer Improvements

General Notice

The Town of Claremont (Own-
er) is requesting Bids for the con-
struction of the following Project:

Storm Sewer Improvements

A-9438

Bids for the construction of
the Project will be received by
the City Finance Officer at Cla-
remont Town Hall, 606 6th Ave,
Claremont, South Dakota 57432
until, 2:00 p.m. local time on
October 2, 2024. At that time
the Bids received will be publicly
opened and read.

The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work:

The project shall consist of im-
provements to the storm water
collection system in Claremont,
South Dakota. The improve-
ments will include: installation
of new 15” and 18" Storm Sewer
Piping, area drain inlets, storm
sewer manholes, jack and bore
24" steel casing pipe, storm
sewer lift station rehabilitation,
and various other items of re-
lated construction.

Bids are requested for the
following Contract: Base Bid
plus Alternates Bid Schedules 1
through 4

Obtaining the Bidding Docu-
ments

Information and Bidding
Documents for the Project can
be found at the following des-
ignated website: http://www.
helmsengineering.com/biddocs.
html . Bidding Documents may
be downloaded from the des-
ignated website. Prospective
Bidders are urged to register
with the designated website as
a plan holder, even if Bidding
Documents are obtained from a
plan room or source other than
the designated website in either
electronic or paper format. The
designated website will be up-
dated periodically with addenda,
lists of registered plan holders,
reports, and other information
relevant to submitting a Bid for
the Project. All official notifica-
tions, addenda, and other Bid-
ding Documents will be offered
only through the designated
website. Neither Owner nor
Engineer will be responsible for
Bidding Documents, including
addenda, if any, obtained from
sources other than the desig-
nated website.

Bidders on this work will be
required to comply with the
Presidents Executive Order Nos.
11246 as amended, 11518, and
11625 as amended. The require-
ments for bidders and contrac-
tors under these orders are
explained in the specifications.

The low responsive bidder
will be required to certify to
compliance with the American
Iron and Steel provision of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act
of 2014. This certification form
may be found on page AIS-21 of
the State Revolving Fund (SRF)
General Conditions and must

be included in the bid proposal.
The low responsive bidder must
assure compliance with the
requirements of Public Law 115-
232, Section 889, Prohibition on
Certain Telecommunications and
Video Surveillance Services or
Equipment.

Please be advised that waivers
or exemptions from the Ameri-
can Iron and Steel provision that
cite International Trade Agree-
ments DO NOT comply with the
Consolidated Appropriations Act
of 2014 as it applies to the SRF
programs. Claims from suppli-
ers that the American Iron and
Steel provision does not apply
to certain products based on the
International Trade Agreement
exemptions of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2014 will
not be accepted.

Bidders on this work will be
required to comply with Title
40 CFR 33 and Executive Order
12138. The requirements for
bidders and contractors under
this regulation which concerns
utilization of Disadvantaged/
Minority Business Enterprises
(DBE/MBE) and Women'’s Busi-
ness Enterprises (WBE) are ex-
plained in the specifications. The
goals for DBE/MBE participation
are 1% and WBE participation
are 4%.

Bidders are also reminded
that not less than the minimum
wages as determined by the
Davis Bacon Act and set forth in
the Contract Documents must be
paid on this project and that the
contractor and/or subcontractor
must ensure that employees
and applicants for employment
are not discriminated against
because of their race, color,
religion, sex, or national origin.

In addition to all of the above
listed Federal requirements for
work on this project, compliance
with the contract Work Hours
and Safety Standards Act, Ex-
ecutive Order 11375, Copeland
Act, the Clean Air Act, and Water
Pollution Control Act, and subse-
quent amendments to all of the
above will be required of con-
tractors and/or subcontractors
performing work on this project.

The Issuing Office for the Bid-
ding Documents is: Helms and
Associates, 416 Production St.
N. Aberdeen, SD 57401. Phone
(605)225-1212

Prospective Bidders may ob-
tain or examine the Bidding
Documents at the Issuing Office
on Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8:00 am to
5:00 pm, and may obtain copies
of the Bidding Documents from
the Issuing Office as described
below. Partial sets of Bidding
Documents will not be available
from the Issuing Office. Neither
Owner nor Engineer will be re-
sponsible for full or partial sets
of Bidding Documents, including
addenda, if any, obtained from
sources other than the Issuing
Office.

Bidding Documents may be
purchased from the Issuing Of-
fice during the hours indicated
above. Cost does not include
shipping charges. Upon Issu-
ing Office’s receipt of payment,
printed Bidding Documents or
electronic documents on com-
pact disk will be sent via the
prospective Bidder’s delivery
service. The shipping charge
amount will depend on the
shipping method chosen. Bid-
ding Documents are available
for purchase in the following
formats: Bidding Documents
(including Full-Size Drawings
($100.00) and electronic down-
load of documents ($20.00).
Additionally, upon request, in
accordance with South Dakota
Codified Law 5-18B-1, one copy
of Plans and Specifications shall
be furnished, without charge,
to each Contractor resident in
South Dakota who intends, in
good faith, to bid upon the proj-
ect. Owner reserves the right to
reject any or all Bids, including
without limitation, nonconform-
ing, nonresponsive, unbalanced,
or conditional Bids. Owner also
reserves the right to waive all
minor Bid informalities not in-
volving price, time, or changes
in the Work.

Instructions to Bidders.

For all further requirements
regarding bid submittal, quali-
fications, procedures, and con-
tract award, refer to the Instruc-
tions to Bidders that are included
in the Bidding Documents.

This Advertisement is issued
by:

Owner: ... Town of Claremont
By: oo Jason Lenneman
Title: ..Town Board President
Date:9/18/2024 & 9/25/2024
Published September 18
and 25, 2024, at the total ap-
proximate cost of $123.62 and
may be viewed free of charge
at www.sdpublicnotices.com.
23694

Stratford Town Board Meet-
ing

June 11th, 2024

6:00pm Prickett called meet-
ing to order with Jark, Schley
and Kwak in attendance.

A motion was made by Jark,
seconded by Prickett, carried;
to approve the May 14th, 2024
minutes as read.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Schley, carried;
to approve the financials as
presented.

OLD BUSINESS:

Shut off notices sent out with
date of 6/25/24 for those >60
days past due.

Jark estimates on clean up
of 451 Ash: $2,000 to clean up
everything but house. Will fol-
low up next month.

Code Enforcement: aban-
doned truck has been removed
from campbell and 2nd.

Mosquito Control will begin
soon.

NEW BUSINESS:

WEB Water contract rates
increased resulting in a $0.36
increase per 1,000 gallons as
of 10/1/2024. A motion was
made by Schley, seconded by
Prickett; carried; to update the
water consumption charges to
$6.36 per 1,000 gallons starting
October 2024.

Discussion about block 20 be-
ing declared a surplus property
to be sold and developed; will
revisit at a later date.

A motion was made by Sch-
ley, seconded by Prickett, car-
ried; to hire Shagan Pit to cook
meat for 4th of July BBQ.

CITY CLEANUP to be held
on Sunday 6/30 at at 4:00pm;
picnic for volunteers after.

Question raised about getting
new street signs.

Water Project Update: Con-
struction in progress on final
pits and meter installation. Final
list TBA soon.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Schley, carried;
to approve the following claims
for payment: -General Fund-
NWE Bills: (st Its) $206.85, (ball
pk) 13.36, (tennis) 21.61, (st
Its) 283.97, (hall) 283.97, (sign)
15.06; James Valley (auto):
$43.52;United Fire (auto):
$673.00; DPC: $524.49;Ken’s:
$136 (stamps); Quickbooks:
$31.86; -Water Sewer Fund-
NWE Bills: (2nd st) $231.32,(p
hse) 13.02; Web Water (auto):
$1,670.36;Public Health Labs:
$45.00; DANR: $30.00; USDA
RD Loan Payment (auto):
$478.00; NESD Loan Payment
(auto): $383.71.

The next board meeting will
be held on July 9th, 2024, at
6:00pm at the Town Hall.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried;
to adjourn the meeting.

Anna Kwak

Finance Officer

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $23.73 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23710

Stratford Town Board Meeting

July 16th, 2024

6:00pm Prickett called meet-
ing to order with Jark, Schley
and Kwak in attendance.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried;
to approve the June 11th, 2024
minutes as read.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried;
to approve the financials as
presented.

OLD BUSINESS:

Shut off notices sent out with
date of 7/24/24 for those >60
days past due.

Street sign update

NEW BUSINESS:

Water Project Update: one
meter pit and meter left to
install; final day of lawn seed,
fencing project remaining.

392 Nelson Payment Ar-
rangement request presented.
A motion was made by Prickett,
seconded by Schley; carried; to
approve payment arrangement
request as filed.

Lawn nuisance properties
discussed. Policy to be updated
and implemented for next mow-
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$175 bid to spray city lawn
for mosquito control before
cookoff this weekend. A motion
was made by Jark, seconded by
Prickett, carried; to approve the
bid and schedule treatment.

City seeking a bid for tree
removal on sw corner of 4th
and Nelson.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried; to
approve the following claims for
payment: -General Fund- NWE
Bills: (st Its) $175.80, (ball pk)
13.19, (tennis) 20.33, (st Its)
323.68, (hall) 217.80, (sign)
14.54; James Valley (auto):
$44.42; United Fire (auto):
$673.00; Quickbooks: $31.86;
Heartland H&C: $295.92; Me-
nards: $12.09 (cleanup sup-
plies); Wal-Mart: $21.98 (food
for cleanup); Runnings: $31.51
(4th of july); Ken's: $131.70
(buns); Kadoun (mowing JUNE):
$1,000; Ken’s: $179.31 (4th
pork); -Water Sewer Fund-

NWE Bills: (2nd st) $116.09,(p
hse) 12.00; Web Water (auto):
$1,864.66; USDA RD Loan Pay-
ment (auto): $478.00; NESD
Loan Payment (auto): $383.71;
DANR: $4,791.52 (loan june).

The next board meeting will
be held on August 8th, 2024, at
6:30pm at the Town Hall.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried; to
adjourn the meeting.

Anna Kwak

Finance Officer

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $21.80 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23711

Stratford Town Board Meeting

August 20th, 2024

6:30pm Prickett called meet-
ing to order with Jark, Schley and
Kwak in attendance.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried;
to approve the July 16th, 2024
minutes as read.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried;
to approve the financials as
presented.

OLD BUSINESS:

City received bid for tree re-
moval on the sw corner of 4th
and Nelson - $600 Matt's Tree
Service.

NEW BUSINESS:

Contact city lawyer about up-
dates to administrative policies
involving hold harmless clause
and liability incidents.

Water project update: dis-
cussed dirt pile, will revisit use
and repurpose next meeting;
discussed potential gravel stock
pile and will revisit next meeting.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Schley, carried;
to price out/bid labor on the 4
windows and 1 door on the hall.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Jark, carried; to
approve the following claims for
payment: -General Fund- NWE
Bills: (st Its) $183.81, (ball pk)
15.90, (tennis) 21.20, (st Its)
345.69, (hall) 566.01, (sign)
15.05; James Valley (auto):
$44.42; United Fire (auto):
$673.00; Quickbooks (auto):
$31.86; Wal-Mart: $127.10 (ink);
Kadoun (mowing AUG): $1,000;
BC Weed and Pest: $544.50;
Helms Engineering; 15,519.72;
Anna Kwak (reimb FO School):
$956.62; DANR: $30.75; -Water
Sewer Fund-NWE Bills: (2nd st)
$127.72,(p hse) 12.00; Web Wa-
ter (auto): $1,947.72; USDA RD
Loan Payment (auto): $478.00;
NESD Loan Payment (auto):
$383.71; DSG: $1,718.18; Wa-
terGuy Reimb: $1,492.98;

The next board meeting will
be held on Sept 10th, 2024, at
6:30pm at the Town Hall.

A motion was made by Prick-
ett, seconded by Schley, carried;
to adjourn the meeting.

Anna Kwak

Finance Officer

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $18.76 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23712
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 — GEN-
ERAL MEETING

Meeting called to order by
Chairman Sutton at 8:45 A.M.
in the Commission Chambers,
Courthouse Annex, Brown Coun-
ty, SD. Present were Commis-
sioners Dennert, Fjeldheim,
Gage, Sutton, and Wiese. Audi-

tor Heupel led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Moved by Commissioner Wiese,
seconded by Gage to approve
the agenda. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC
COMMENT: None

GENERAL FAIR UPDATE: Ra-
chel Kippley, Fair/Fairgrounds/
Park Manager met with the Com-
mission to give them an update
on the 2024 Brown County Fair.
Rachel shared they are still work-
ing on numbers but will be a few
weeks before they can report on
those. Both nights of the Rodeo
sold out; $2 Tuesday event went
well, and more vendors want to
participate next year; Carnival
was well attended; the cool
weather helped with the 4-H/
Livestock shows — was able to
participate in the JR. Point Show
so hoping to expand on that
next year; unfortunately, due
to the 3” on rain on Wednesday
Primrose cancelled their Senior
Day and tried to get the concert
in but ended up having to cancel
Ned LeDoux due to lightening in
the area but he went under the
Grandstand to sign autographs;
Rachel wanted to give accolades’
to the Highway Department for
all their work with the rodeo
prep, removing the slug in front
of grandstand after the rain
and in the primitive camping;
Security was improved with new
cameras, lighting and having ASI
do the security at the concerts;
planning to continue with some
form of entertainment to have on
Sundays as well. Rachel shared
they are accepting applications
for the 2025 Fairboard along with
volunteers; they used the Sign-
Up Genius App, and it seemed to
work out well. Chairman Sutton
shared that he met with the
Centennial Village Board, and
they had no complaints. Com-
missioner Dennert commented
that the Social Media updates
were great, especially with the
concert on Wednesday night.

SURPLUS SALE ITEMS: Rachel
Kippley, Fair/Fairgrounds/Park
Manager informed the Com-
mission she attended the State
Surplus sale in hopes of getting
some more bleachers, but they
went for $2200.00 and were be-
ing bid on between Legion from
Pierre and Ipswich School so put
us out of the running. Did get a
couple of bike rack barricades at
a reasonable price thought.

MINUTES: Moved by Com-
missioner Fjeldheim, seconded
by Wiese to approve the General
Meeting Minutes of September 3,
2024. All members present vot-
ing aye. Motion carried.

CLAIMS: Moved by Commis-
sioner Dennert, seconded by
Wiese to approve the following
claims/payroll:

Claims: Insurance: SDPAA
$236.10. Professional Fees:
Aberdeen ED $261.28; Best
Western Ramkota — Aberdeen
$12,265.59; Brick's TV & Appli-
ance $1,638.75; CGI $976.88;
Fargo Teleradiology Prof $13.18;
IMEG Corp. $6,576.96; Language
Line Services $745.76; Lexis-
Nexis Risk Data Mgt. $200.00;
Network Center $3,002.57; Op-
timized Carpet Cleaning & More
$500.00; Sanford Health Oc-
cupational Medicine $310.00;
Satellite Tracking of People
$1,738.75; SD DOT $2,829.67;
Sewer Duck $85.00; State of SD
PMB 0112 $93.75; Youngberg
Law Prof, LLC $230.00. Pub-
lishing: Dakota Broadcasting
$3,000.00; DRG Media Group
$2,107.60; Friends of the Aber-
deen University-Civic Symphony
$150.00; Groton Daily Indepen-
dent $359.97; Hub City Radio
$3,485.72; McQuillen Creative
Group $4,040.72. Rentals: Com-
munications Direct $3,050.00;
Linde Gas & Equip. $51.19;
Pantorium Cleaners $259.20.
Repairs & Maintenance: Auto
Value $152.65; Building Restora-
tion Corp. $117,307.90; Dakota
Doors $66.33; DMI $8,044.94;
G & R Controls $757.00; Gary’s
Engine & Repair $117.00; K
& S Plumbing $338.69; Ken's
Alignment $3,509.93; Know-
Ink, LLC $5,125.00; Leidholt
Electric $143.88; Nelson Sales
& Service $659.98; Olson’s Pest
Technicians $260.00; Pantorium
Cleaners $222.90; Precision
Kiosk Technologies $2,700.00;
RDO Equip. $7,272.37; SD Dept.
of Public Safety $2,340.00;
Transource Truck & Equip.
$1,137.00; TrueNorth Steel
$180.00; Wally’s Skidsteer Ser-
vice $872.10. Supplies: A-1
Locksmithing $72.00; Aberdeen
Awards $35.00; Aberdeen Ca-
tering, LLC $3,154.75; Advance
Auto Parts $79.50; Agtegra
Cooperative $52,209.45; Ama-
zon Capital Services $133.82;
Artz Equipment $115.26; Auto
Value $75.37; Bakken Building
Maintenance $500.00; Butler
Machinery $3,033.93; Century
Business Products $342.29;
Cole Papers $2,439.18; Crescent
Electric $3.19; Dakota Electron-
ics $901.40; DFP $386.63; DSG
$366.02; DMI $237.77; Farm
Power Mfg. $14.40; Farm Tire
Service $2,165.00; Fastenal Co.
$125.50; FedEx $23.32; Full

Circle Ag $1,539.30; Graham Tire
$19.16; Intoximeters $288.40;
Kelco Supply Co. $226.16; Ken's
SuperFair Foods $738.34; Lien
Transportation Co. $372,831.30;
Linde Gas & Equip $101.67;
Mac’s $163.67; Marco $131.76;
Menards $227.61; Midstates
Group $70.00; Midwest Pump
& Tank $1,163.00; Pantorium
Cleaners $32.00; Performance Oil
$389.50; PharmChem $958.50;
Premier Wireless $1,230.00; Pro
Ag Supply $36.44; RDO Equip.
$3,437.54; Running’s $742.46;
Share Corp. $856.80; Tran-
source Truck & Equip.$2,289.70;
Tri-State Water $35.00; True-
North Steel $542.00; US Foods
$9,559.14; Van Dies Supply
Co. $4,628.05. Travel & Confer-
ence: Dave Lunzman $236.00;
Kent Jones $129.69; Sarah Jesz
$117.90. Utilities: CenturyLink
$269.22; City of Aberdeen Trea-
surer $1,624.72; Midcontinent
Communications $153.07; NWPS
$26,414.20; Town of Frederick
$77.00; Web Water $107.45.
Others: SD-DANR $4,727.88;
Wex Health $5,000.

Payroll: Commission
$4,753.89; Elections $1,834.41;
Auditor $7,502.83; Treasurer
$17,021.39; SA $32,639.03;
Maintenance $11,751.07; As-
sessor $15,370.27; Register
of Deeds $10,406.83; VSO
$4,478.90; GIS $2,790.90; IT
$9,172.67; HR $4,960.64; Sheriff
$50,972.25; Jail $68,986.54;
Coroner $829.37; Court Secu-
rity $9,650.97; IDC $32,386.17;
Welfare $2,466.75; Museum
$12,740.48; Parks/Fairgrounds
$6,843.36; Fair Board $6,772.20;
4-H $1,172.42; Weed $6,024.43;
Planning & Zoning $7,729.88;
Highway $60,294.14; Dis-
patch $37,029.46; Emergen-
cy $5,076.60; 24/7 Sobriety
$2,955.11; Landfill $18,858.49;
FICA $26,937.91; Medicare
$6,300.02; Discovery-HSA
$2,436.84. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Com-
missioner Fjeldheim, seconded
by Wiese to acknowledge and
approve the following Human
Resource Report submitted by
Human Resources Director, Al-
lison Tunheim:

e Employment ending for
Brandon Black, Brown County
Deputy Sheriff; FT — effective
August 26,2024. Request to fill.

e Last day of internship for
Anna Johnson, Brown County
4-H Intern; effective August
18, 2024.

e Transfer of Sara Swisher
from Brown County State’s At-
torney Senior Chief Legal As-
sistant to Brown County Chief
Deputy Auditor — Accounts Pay-
able/Payroll; FT — starting wage
$32.40/hr. — effective September
23, 2024.

e Temporary 2024 Brown
County Election Workers — Sep-
tember 19th to November 4th at

$15.50/hr.:
(o Deb Antil
(o T Theresa Fjeldheim
[o . Cindy Myers
(o I Deborah Kolbeck
(o . Cheryl Finstad

[ Janis Erickson

All members present voting
aye. Motion carried.

TRAVEL REQUEST: Moved
by Commissioner Gage, sec-
onded by Wiese to approve
the following travel request:
Derek Hoefert, Sheriff’s Office
to attend ARIDE on December
17-19, 2024 in Mobridge, SD.
All members present voting aye.
Motion carried.

LANDFILL TONNAGE REPORT
FOR AUGUST 2024: Moved by
Commission Wiese, seconded
by Dennert to acknowledge the
Landfill Tonnage Report for Au-
gust 2024. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

LEASE AGREEMENT: Moved
by Commissioner Fjeldheim,
seconded by Wiese to approve
and authorize Chairman Sut-
ton to sign the following Lease
Agreement: Back Forty Beef, LLC
to lease Enclosed Corn Trailer
from September 7 to October
31, 2024. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS: Auditor
Heupel shared that Absentee
Voting will begin on Friday, Sep-
tember 20th in the Courthouse
Community Room and there
will be no Commission meeting
on Tuesday, September 17th
due to the Statewide County
Convention.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved
by Commissioner Wiese, second-
ed by Gage to go into Executive
Session for Personnel per SDCL
1-25-2. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried. The
chair declared the executive ses-
sion closed with no action taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by
Commissioner Dennert, sec-
onded by Wiese to adjourn the
Brown County Commission at
10:02 a.m. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

Lynn Heupel, Brown County
Auditor

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $83.89 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23713



September 17, 2024

The Groton City Council met
on the above date at 7:00pm
at 120 N Main Street for their
second monthly meeting with
the following members present:
Babcock, Wells, Nehls, Bahr, and
Mayor Hanlon presiding. Also
present were Attorney Drew
Johnson, Douglas Heinrich, April
Buller, Ken Hier, Elizabeth Va-
rin, Joseph Schwan, and Stacy
Mayou.

Moved by Nehls and sec-
onded by Babcock to approve
the agenda with the removal of
agenda item #3 regarding side-
walk removal/repair. All members
present voted aye.

Public comments were wel-
comed pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1,
but none were received.

Discussion took place regard-
ing the soccer field gate and the
updated quote.

Schwan exited the meeting.

Moved by Bahr and seconded
by Nehls to not install a new stop
sign at the intersection of North
3rd Street and East 4th Avenue.
All members present voted aye.

Mayou exited the meeting.

Discussion took place regard-
ing the upcoming wastewater
project.

Moved by Bahr and seconded
by Nehls to authorize the signing
of the State Water Plan Applica-
tion for SD Department of Agri-
culture and Natural Resources
with a corrected description of
the wastewater project. All mem-
bers present voted aye.

Discussion took place regard-
ing the airport survey. IMEG had
no update at this time.

Hier and Buller exited the
meeting.

Mayor Hanlon signed the proc-
lamation declaring September
10, 2024, as Hunger Action Day
in the City of Groton.

Moved by Nehls and seconded
by Wells to surplus the following
property: 2004 Snapper Mower/
Bagger with 23hp engine and
1600hrs, 12ft heavy duty snow-
plow, large wooden desk with
drawers and tempered glass
protector, and a speed monitor
trailer. Interested parties are
to submit bids to City Hall by
October 15, 2024, at 5:00pm.
All members present voted aye.

The first reading of Ordinance
No. 779 — Certifying 2025 City
of Groton Property Tax Levy to
Brown County was approved on
a motion by Wells and seconded
by Babcock. All members present
voted aye.

Moved by Babcock and sec-
onded by Nehls to approve the
August finance report. All mem-
bers present voted aye.

Moved by Babcock and sec-
onded by Wells to approve
the minutes from the previous
meeting. All members present
voted aye.

Moved by Babcock and sec-
onded by Bahr to authorize the
following bills for payment. All
members present voted aye.

Payroll, $35,832.81, Em-
ployee salaries; Administra-
tive, $4,743.83, ; Public Works,
$14,464.70, ; Public Safety,
$9,853.76, ; Culture & Rec-
reation, $6,770.52, ; City of
Groton, $647.35, Family crisis
utility bill assistance; SD Property
Management, $33,500.00, 2009
Sterling LT9500 w/ accessories
- Street Dept.; Terry Herron,
$799.84, Med flex; Branden
Abeln, $92.43, Med flex; SD
Retirement System, $14,774.22,
Water services - August 2023;
Douglas Heinrich, $143.29,
Med flex; USPS, $312.41, Util-
ity billing postage; Payment
Service Network, Inc., $204.75,
PSN gateway and eBill fees;
Kayla Fordham, $1.00, Utility
overpayment refund; SD State
Treasurer, $10,497.75, Sales
& Excise Tax for August 2024;
WEB Water, $25,506.13, Water
services - August 2024; Dacotah
Bank, $7,829.56, Withholding/
SS/Medicare; Dakotaland FCU,
$730.00, Employee savings;
Dacotah Bank, $647.90, HSA
contributions; Dacotah Bank,
$3,166.45, Withholding/SS/
Medicare; Dacotah Bank, $50.00,
HSA contributions; Stacy Mayou,
$256.85, Med flex; SD Supple-
mental Retirement, $290.00,
Supplemental retirement; April
Abeln, $60.00, Employee cell
phone reimbursement - July/
August 2024; Douglas Heinrich,
$60.00, Employee cell phone
reimbursement - July/August
2024; Kellie Locke, $60.00,
Employee cell phone reimburse-
ment - July/August 2024; Paul
Kosel, $60.00, Employee cell
phone reimbursement - July/
August 2024; Landon Johnson,
$60.00, Employee cell phone

reimbursement - July/August
2024; Branden Abeln, $60.00,
Employee cell phone reimburse-
ment - July/August 2024; Jesse
Anderson, $60.00, Employee cell
phone reimbursement - July/
August 2024; MTI Distributing,
Inc., $271.35, Parts for soccer
field irrigation system; Tritech
Software Systems, $796.46,
Annual software fee - Groton
PD; EcolLab Pest Elimination,
$117.98, Rubble site rodent
control; Fliehs Sales & Service,
$77.74, Belt for mower; Me-
nards, $73.92, Concrete mix;
Farmers Union Co-op Assoc.,
$629.30, Fuel purchases - Base-
ball and Cemetery; Heartland
Waste Management, $10,232.54,
Garbage hauling; Schwan Weld-
ing & Boiler Repair, $85.00, Metal
rods - City Shop; Geffdog De-
signs, $410.55, Rubble site signs
& City Hall uniform purchases;
WAPA, $23,367.50, Power ser-
vices - August 2024; Heartland
Energy, $60,025.50, Power ser-
vices - August 2024; A&B Busi-
ness Solutions, $378.66, Printer
lease - City Hall; NW Energy,
$657.72, Natural gas service
- Swimming Pool; The Groton
Independent, $68.71, Publishing
fees; Thomas Strickland, $53.10,
Uniform purchase - Groton PD;
Grand Slam Computers, $109.00,
Nordic backup annual renewal
fee; Altec Capital Services, LLC,
$2,189.93, Digger truck lease;
Cannon Technologies (Eaton),
$12,493.57, Yukon support
x2, meter purchases - Electric
Dept.; Irby, Inc., $2,504.26,
Triplex wire, rubber goods test-
ing - Electric Dept.; Runnings,
$426.98, 30-gallon sprayer, Saw-
zall blades - Multiple Depts. ; Fol-
lett, $1,033.83, Annual software
fee - Library; Crawford Trucks &
Equipment, $63.78, 2 master dis-
connect switches - Street Dept.;
Dakota Riggers & Tool Supply,
$1,005.46, Rope and pull tape
- Electric Dept. ; MJ’s Sinclair,
$1,726.74, Fuel purchases, light
bulb - Multiple Depts. ; Ken’s
Fair Foods, $2,122.90, Food for
resale, fuel, staples, wiper fluid
- Multiple Depts. ; James Valley
Telecommunications, $832.54,
Telephone and internet services;
Dacotah Bank Visa, $2,283.28,
Book purchases, flower arrange-
ment, youth activities, taser
cartridges, water sample post-
age, pool sample postage food
for resale, Arbor Day Foundation
membership, postage, traffic
cone barriers, fuel purchases,
copy paper, batteries, coffee
maker - Multiple Depts. ;

Announcement: Pumpkin Fest
will be on Saturday, October
5th, 2024, from 10am to 3pm at
Groton City Park.

Moved by Nehls and seconded
by Bahr to adjourn into execu-
tive session for personnel and
legal matters 1-25-2 (1) & (3)
at 8:46pm. All members present
voted aye. Council reconvened
into regular session at 9:14pm.

Moved by Wells and seconded
by Babcock to adjourn the meet-
ing at 9:15pm. All members
present voted aye.

Scott Hanlon, Mayor

Douglas Heinrich, Finance
Officer

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $62.91 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23714

City of Columbia Council Spe-
cial Meeting

Thursday — September 19,
2024 7:00 p.m.

Call Meeting to Order/
Roll Call- Corey Mitchell, Em-
ily Eichler, Jeremy Dosch, Cara
Dennert. Trevor Meints & Scott
Meints via phone.

Mayor Corey Mitchell called
the meeting to order. Minutes
from the September 4th meeting
were read. Trevor Meints made
a motion to accept the minutes.
Emily Eichler seconded the mo-
tion. All were in favor — motion
carried.

After reviewing the proposed
2025 budget, Emily Eichler made
a motion to pass the 2nd reading
of the 2025 ordinance budget.
Scott Meints seconded the mo-
tion. All were in favor — motion
carried.

Mayor Mitchell declared the
meeting adjourned.

Next Regular Council Meeting
- Wednesday, October 2, 2024
7:00 p.m.

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $9.38 and may be viewed
free of charge at www.sdpublic-
notices.com. 23715

Notice of Public Hearing for
the City of Columbia Wastewater
Improvements Project

The City of Columbia is pro-
posing to replace several blocks
of sewer lines in town, make
repairs to the lift station and con-
struct a new lagoon for the city
wastewater system. The City
will be submitting a Clean Water
Facility Funding Application in an
amount up to $9,750,000 to the
Department of Agriculture and
Natural Resources. The funding
may be awarded in the form
of a grant, loan, or a principal
forgiveness loan; any portion of
the loan that is not forgiven will
have a term of up to 30 years at
a rate of up to 5%. The amount
and source of funds will be de-
termined by the Board of Water
and Natural Resources when
the application is presented at a
scheduled board meeting. The
purpose of the public hearing is
to discuss the proposed project,
the proposed financing, and the
source of repayment for the loan.
The public is invited to attend
and comment on the project.

The public hearing will be held
at the City Hall @ 7:00pm on
October 2, 2024.

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $11.96 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23716
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS —
INDIGENT COUNSEL

Brown County hereby re-
quests proposals from attorneys
to provide legal services to
fulfill Brown County’s statutory
obligations as set forth in SDCL
23A-40-6 and 23A-40-7 and
other such instances in which the
appointment of legal counsel at
the expense of the County has
been mandated by statute. This
includes adult criminal cases,
juvenile criminal cases, abuse
and neglect proceedings, mental
illness commitments and alcohol
commitments.

It is Brown County’s intent to
enter into a one-year contract
which will commence on January
1, 2025, to minimize the need for
conflict counsel, Brown County
may contract with one or more
attorneys that are not associated
with each other.

Sealed proposals shall be
received by the Brown County
Auditor, 25 Market St., Ste. 1, Ab-
erdeen, SD 57401, no later than
5:00 p.m. on Friday, October 11,
2024 to be opened at the Com-
mission meeting on Tuesday,

2025 Appmnrialiml:;

Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01

 E—
e

October 15, 2024 . Copies of
similar contracts entered into in
the past between Brown County
and a group of attorneys are
available at the Brown County
Auditor’s Office.

Brown County reserves the
right to reject any or all propos-
als, waive technicalities, and
make a selection deemed to be
in the best interest of Brown
County, SD.

I. INSTRUCTIONS TO OF-
FERORS
A. All proposals shall be sent
to:
Brown County Auditor
25 Market St., Ste. 1
Aberdeen, SD 57401
B. All proposals shall be in
a sealed envelope and clearly
marked in the upper left-hand
corner "Proposal Indigent De-
fense Contract."

C. All proposals shall be re-
ceived by 5:00 p.m., October
11, 2024. An original and seven
copies of proposals must be
presented. No faxed, e-mailed,
or telephone proposals will be
accepted.

D. Brown County will attempt
to schedule interviews, if it so
desires, during the week of Oc-
tober 14, 2024. Attorneys shall
take note that Brown County
may make its selection based
solely upon the written proposal
submitted.

E. The attorneys selected will
be notified by November 11,
2024. The Brown County Board
of Commissioners must approve
a contract with the selected
attorneys as appropriate. The
start date will be January 1,
2025.

F. All proposals must include
the following information:

1. A proposed annual pay-
ment amount that shall be paid
in equal monthly installments,
subject to the terms and condi-
tions of the contract.

2. The amount of monthly
payment to be paid to each
attorney will be divided among
the attorneys in equal amounts.

3. The name of each indi-
vidual attorney who proposes
to provide indigent defense
services and his or her area of
responsibility.

4. A statement warranting
that each attorney proposed to
provide legal services shall be
licensed to practice law by the
State of South Dakota and be a
member in good standing with
the South Dakota State Bar Asso-
ciation during the contract term.

5. A statement indicating the
attorney’s willingness and capa-
bility to always maintain profes-
sional liability coverage during
contract term. In addition,
indicate the attorney’s willing-
ness and capability to indemnify,
defend and hold Brown County
harmless for any and all costs,
loss and liability for all injury
or damage caused in whole or
in part by any negligent act or
omission of an attorney provid-
ing services under the contract
or anyone directly or indirectly
employed by or contracting with
the firm.

II. SELECTION CRITERIA

The selection of a service

i

-
g

2025 CITY OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
Be it ordained by the Municipality of Columbia that the following
sums are appropriated to meet the obligations of the municipality.

14,000.00

411.5 CONtINGENCY...vvvvrniiiiiir e 4,000.00
414.2 Finance Officer 14,823.00
B 0 1 4,000.00
419.2 General Government Buildings: ..... 20,000.00
431 Highways and Streets: 20,000.00
441.3 WeSt Nile.....coeeeciereeeeeee e 3,000.00
452 ParkS.......eeeen.. 64,000.00
470 Debt Service 13,608.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES ......covvirerieeeeenessnssnnnnnnnens 157,431.00
MEANS OF FINANCE:

310.0 TAXES wevrrrerreerrrnrnnnrrerrneeeeessssssnnnnrnrereeeees 115,000.00
320.0 License and PermitS........cccoeeerrrrrieieeeieeeennnnnnnnns 300.00
330.0 Intergovernmental Revenue............cccevvvvvnnnes 3,000.00
360.0 Miscellaneous Revenue...........cccvvvvreerreenennnnnnns 800.00
369.0 Contributions & Donations .............ccevvveeeennns 38,500.00
TOTAL MEANS OF FINANCE......ccvvvveiiiinninnrnnenenns 157,600.00
PROPRIETARY FUNDS:

Beginning Unrestricted Cashl.........cccccecveeiiiiinnnns 76,000.00
Estimated Revenue............. ..20,000.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE .........cccennnnns ...196,000.00
Less Appropriations (EXpenses) .............. ...-13,000.00
ESTIMATED SURPLUS.........coeevvvvnrrneenn. ...183,000.00
Transfers - In (OUL) ..ooovvveeeiiiirieeeeec e 0.00
ESTIMATED SURPLUS RETAINED......cccveeverririinnnns 183,000.00

The auditor/finance officer is directed to certify the following
dollar amount of tax levies made in this ordinance to the County

AUdItOr.ccvvie e,

2025-65815

............................. $65,815.00

provider will be based upon the
ability of the attorneys to best
provide adequate legal represen-
tation for those individuals who
because of social or economic
barriers are unable to afford or
secure it. Brown County will
consider the completeness of the
written proposal, the qualifica-
tions of the specific individuals
proposed to provide services, the
attorneys experience in similar
work, and the competitiveness
of the fee amount proposed.
Each proposal will be indepen-
dently evaluated on the above-
referenced factors.

III. TERMS AND CONDITIONS
OF THE SELECTION PROCESS

A. Brown County reserves
the right to reject any proposals
and to waive minor irregularities
contained therein.

B. Brown County reserves the
right to request clarification of
information submitted and to
request additional information
from any attorney.

C. If Brown County selects a
proposal, the County and the
selected attorneys will work
diligently to enter into a mutually
agreed upon contract.

D. In the event a prior selec-
tion fails to result in the execu-
tion of a contract within thirty
days after a proposal has been
selected, Brown County reserves
the right to enter into contract
negotiations with the next most
qualified proposal.

Published September 25,
2024, at the total approximate
cost of $51.51 and may be
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 23717

Classifieds
and Card of Thanks

The following rates are for Classifieds pub-
lished in both the Groton Daily Independent
and the Groton Independent. Cut rate in half if

you just want it in the

GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)

PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

GIANT PUMPKIN FESTIVAL Sunday, October
6, 2024 Bison SD. Cash Prizes for Largest 3
Pumpkins! Enter giant pumpkins by 11:30 AM
on day of Event. More Info Call 605-244-5475

FINANCE OFFICER for the City of Kimball.
Benefits and competitive starting salary. Please
submit cover letter and resume to City of Kim-
ball, P.O. Box 16 Kimball, SD 57355 or e-mail
to kimballcitysd@midstatesd.net

DEADWOOD WEDDING VENUE. Beautiful
setting at the mouth of Whitewood Canyon.
Call Jeff 605-641-1847 or visit www.thev-
enueatdeadwood.com.

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/29/24.) Call 1-855-578-3126

PORTABLE OXYGEN

CONCENTRATOR May

Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 844-374-3458

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, RV and
more to support our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at

1-877-810-1944 today!

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the South Dakota Statewide

Classifieds Network to

work for you today! (25

words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-658-3697 for details.

SPECIALIZING IN QUALITY POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Commercial
Equestrian
Hobby Shops
Agricultural
Garages
And More!

Nebraska & lowa
402-426-5022
712-600-2410

EasternCO
719-822-3052

e

Kansas &
Missouri
816-858-7040

Eastern Wisconsin
920-889-0960
Western Wisconsin
608-988-6338

(Signed and Dated by Mayor or President of the City Council)
(Signed and Dated by the Finance Officer)
Published September 25, 2024, at the total approximate cost of
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CONSTRUCTION

September 2024 Groton Area Community Calendar

Tuesday, Oct. 1

Senior Menu: Goulash, green beans, pine-
apple/oranges, breadstick.

School Breakfast: Scones.

School Lunch: Chicken strips, tater tots

Volleyball at Great Plains Lutheran (5 at 5
p.m., JV at 6:15 p.m., varsity to follow)

Common Cents Thrift Store, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m,,
209 N Main.

Pantry, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Groton Community
Center

City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.

United Methodist Bible Study, 10 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran: Ladies Aid LWML, 1:30
p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 2

Senior Menu: Autumn soup, peas, chicken
salad croissant, cinnamon apple sauce.

School Breakfast: Oatmeal.

School Lunch: Quesadillas, corn.

Picture Day

Groton Chamber meeting, noon, City Hall

Community Coffee Hour at United Methodist
Church, 9:30 a.m.

Groton C&MA: Kids' Club, Youth Group, Adult
Bible Study at 7 pm.

St. John's Lutheran: Confirmation, 3:45 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Confirmation, 4 p.m.;
Sarah Circle, 5 p.m. (elect officers), League,
6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 3

Senior Menu: Macaroni and cheese with
Kielbasa, Normandy blend, fruit, whole wheat
bread.

School Breakfast: Biscuits.

School Lunch: Taco burgers, tri tators.

Parent/Teacher Conferences (1:30 p.m. to
8 p.m.)

Cross Country at Sisseton Golf Course, 4
p.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran: Nigeria Circle, 2 p.m.
(elect officers)

Friday, Oct. 4

Senior Menu: Beef stew, carrots, Waldorf
salad, sherbet, buttermilk biscuit.

No School - Faculty Inservice

Football hosts Aberdeen Roncalli, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 5

Boys Soccer at Dakota Valley.

Girls Soccer at Garrison, 11 a.m.

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m., 209 N Main

Pumpkin Fest, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Gypsy Day Parade in Aberdeen

Sunday, Oct. 6

United Methodist: Worship with communion:
Conde worship, 8:30 a.m.; Groton worship,
10:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.; Coffee
Hour, 9:30 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran: Worship with com-
munion: St. John's at 9 a.m., Zion at 11 a.m,,
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship with commu-
nion, 9 a.m.; Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; Pastor
at Bethesda, 2 p.m.; Choir, 6 p.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m,;
SEAS Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession,
10:30-10:45 a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30
a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School, 9:15 a.m,;
worship, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 7

Senior Menu: Spanish rice, green beans,
vanilla pudding with oranges, whole wheat
bread.
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School Breakfast: Breakfast sliders.

School Lunch: Beef sticks, mashed potatoes.

JH/JV Football at Aberdeen Roncalli (7th at
4 p.m., 8th at 5 p.m., JV at 6 p.m.)

State Boys Golf at Central Valley Golf Course,
Hartford, 10 a.m.

Volleyball at Mobridge: 7/C at 4 p.m., 8th/JV
at 5 p.m., Varsity to follow

Pantry, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Groton Community
Center

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday., Oct. 8

Senior Menu: Ham rotini bake, capri blend,
honey fruit salad, whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Pancakes.

School Lunch: Hot dogs, baked beans.

Boys and Girls Soccer Playoffs

State Boys Golf at Central Valley Golf Course,
Hartford, 10 a.m.

Common Cents Thrift Store, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
209 N Main.

Pantry, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Groton Community
Center

United Methodist Bible Study, 10 a.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Council, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 9

Senior Menu: Ham rotini bake, capri blend,
honey fruit salad, whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Muffins.

School Lunch: Garlic cheese bread, cooked
carrots.

Community Coffee Hour at United Methodist
Church, 9:30 a.m.

Groton C&MA: Kids' Club, Youth Group, Adult
Bible Study at 7 pm.

St. John's Lutheran: Confirmation, 3:45 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Confirmation, 4 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 10

Senior Menu: Meatballs, mashed potatoes
with gravy, California blend, fruit cocktail,
whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Breakfast pizza.

School Lunch: Chicken nuggets, spudsters.

NEC Cross Country at Webster, 1 p.m.

JH Football at Sisseton, 4 p.m.

Volleyball at Milbank (7th at elementary, 4
p.m.; 8th at armory, 4 p.m.; Cat 5:15, ]V at 6
p.m. followed by varsity)

Groton Lions Club meeting, 104 November
Main, 6 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 11

Senior Menu: Tuna noodle hot dish with
peas, mixed vegetables, apple crisp, whole
wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Egg wraps.

School Lunch: Pizza, green beans.

Lake Region Marching Festival in Groton,
10 a.m.

Football at Sisseton, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 12

Boys and girls soccer playoffs.

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m., 209 N Main

Sunday, Oct. 13

United Methodist: Conde worship, 8:30 a.m.;
Groton worship, 10:30 a.m.; No Sunday School;
Coffee Hour, 9:30 a.m.; Charge Conference,
11:30 a.m.

St. John's Lutheran: St. John’s at 9 a.m., Zion
at 11 a.m., Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship, 9 a.m.; No
Sunday School, Choir, 6 p.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m.;
SEAS Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession,
10:30-10:45 a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30
a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School, 9:15 a.m,;
worship, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 14

No School - Native American Day

Volleyball at Britton (7th at 4 p.m.; 8th/C at
5 p.m., JV at 6 p.m., varsity to follow)

Pantry, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Groton Community
Center

Senior Citizens meet at the Groton Com-
munity Center, 1 p.m.

United Methodist: PEO Meeting (outside
group), 3:30 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 15

Senior Menu: Hamburger cabbage hot dish,
corn, pears, muffin.

School Breakfast: Egg omelets.

School Lunch: School Lunch Week: Pirate
ship tacos with ye fixings.

School Board Meeting, 7 a.m.

JV Football hosts Sisseton, 4 p.m.

Common Cents Thrift Store, 3 p.m.to 6 p.m.,
209 N Main.

Pantry, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Groton Community
Center

City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.

United Methodist Bible Study, 10 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran: Quilting, 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 16

Senior Menu: Chicken tetrazzini, carrots,
pineapple, bread stick.

School Breakfast: Cereal.

School Lunch: Chicken pirate, pasta bake.

Community Coffee Hour at United Methodist
Church, 9:30 a.m.

Groton C&MA: Kids' Club, Youth Group, Adult
Bible Study at 7 pm.

St. John's Lutheran: Confirmation, 3:45 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Rosewood Court, 10
a.m.; Confirmation, 4 p.m.; League, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 17

Senior Menu: Baked pork chop, sweet po-
tatoes, capri blend, chocolate pudding with
banana, whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Pancake on stick.

School Lunch: Flat World on ye bun (ham-
burgers), fries.

Region 1A Cross Country at Webster, 3:30
p.m.
Volleyball at Deuel (Cat 5 p.m., JVat6 p.m.,
varsity to follow)

Emmanuel Lutheran: WELCA, 1:30 p.m. (final
packing of LWR kits), potluck.

Friday, Oct. 18

Senior Menu: Scalloped potatoes with ham,
peas, Mandarin orange salad, whole wheat
bread.

School Breakfast: Egg bake.

School Lunch: Walk the plank crunchers,
peas.

Football hosts Baltic, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 19

Boys/Girls Soccer championships

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 209
N Main, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 20

United Methodist: Conde worship, 8:30 a.m.;
Groton worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School,
10 a.m. (practice and shack), Sing in church at
10:30 then dismiss for Sunday School; Coffee
Hour, 9:30 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran: Worship with com-
munion: St. John’s at 9 a.m., Zion at 11 a.m,,
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship with commu-
nion, 10:30 a.m., with confirmation/Milestones;



DID YOU KNOW ...

You can use the GDI Fitness Center by
paying by the month and you can cancel
any time without penalty.
Call/Text Paul at 605-397-7460 for details!

No Sunday School, Choir, 6 p.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m.;
SEAS Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession,
10:30-10:45 a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30
a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School, 9:15 a.m;
worship, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 21

Senior Menu: Beef noodle stroganoff, mixed
vegetables, fruit cocktail, cookie, whole wheat
bread.

School Breakfast: French toast.

School Lunch: French bread pizza, cooked
carrots.

Volleyball hosts Langford (7th/8th grade
match, 4 p.m., in the Arena; JV at 6 p.m.,
varsity to follow).

Pantry, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Groton Community
Center

Senior Citizens meet at the Groton Com-
munity Center, 1 p.m

St. John’s Lutheran: Christian Literature
Circle, 7:30 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 22

Senior Menu: Creamed chicken, peas and
carrots, strawberry ambrosia, buttermilk
biscuit.

School Breakfast: Scones.

School Lunch: Sloppy joes, smiley fries.

End of First Quarter

Flu Shot Clinic, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Groton Area
Elementary School

Volleyball at Northwestern (*Volley for a
Cure) (7th/C at 5 p.m., 8th/JV at 6 p.m., var-
sity to follow)

Common Cents Thrift Store, 3 p.m. to 6
p.m., 209 N Main.

Pantry, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Groton Community
Center

United Methodist Bible Study, 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 23

Breakfast cookie.
School Lunch: Chicken nuggets, tri taters.
Volleyball hosts Redfield (7th/C at 5 p.m.,
8th/JV at 6 p.m., varsity to follow)

Saturday, Oct. 26

State Cross Country at Rapid City

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m., 209 N Main

Sunday, Oct. 27

United Methodist: Conde worship, 8:30 a.m.;
Groton worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School,
10:30 a.m.; Coffee Hour, 9:30 a.m.

St. John's Lutheran: St. John’s at 9 a.m., Zion
at 11 a.m., Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship with Mile-
stones (Jr. K and Kindergarten), 9 a.m.; Sunday
School, 10:15 a.m.; Choir, 6 p.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m.;
SEAS Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession,
10:30-10:45 a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30
a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.;
worship, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 28

Senior Menu: Tatertot hot dish, green beans,
pineapple, whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Stuffed bagels.

School Lunch: Turkey gravy, mashed pota-
toes.

Volleyball at Faulkton (JV at 6:30 p.m., varsity
to follow)

Pantry, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Groton Community
Center

Senior Citizens meet at noon for potluck,
Groton Community Center

United Methodist: PEO Meeting (outside
group), 7 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 29

Senior Menu: Spaghetti with meat sauce,
corn, garlic bread, fruit.

School Breakfast: Pancakes.

School Lunch: Pasta with meat sauce, bread-
stick.

FCCLA Blood Drive,
8 a.m. to Noon

Common Cents

King

United Methodist Bible Study, 10 a.m. (New
Christmas Study Begins)

Wednesday, Oct. 30

Senior Menu: Salisbury steak, mashed po-
tatoes and gravy, peas, pears, whole wheat
bread.

School Breakfast: Muffins.

School Lunch: Popcorn chicken, wedge fries.

Community Coffee Hour at United Methodist
Church, 9:30 a.m.

Groton C&MA: Kids’ Club, Youth Group, Adult
Bible Study at 7 pm.

St. John’s Lutheran: Confirmation, 3:45 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Confirmation, 4 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 31

Senior Menu: Chili, cornbread, coleslaw, fruit.

School Breakfast: Breakfast pizza.

School Lunch: Slugs and cheese (Mac and
cheese), frog eyes (peas).

Football Playoffs

Downtown Trick or Treat, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

United Methodist Trunk or Treat, 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m.
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Q&A: South Dakota’s food tax repeal measure

By STU WHITNEY In 2004, the South Dakota Democratic
South Dakota News Watch Party gathered enough signatures to put a
Sophie Stoffers carried groceries to her car in state food tax repeal on the ballot after legis-
a Sioux Falls Hy-Vee parking lot and pondered lative attempts to eliminate the tax fell short.
a question from a reporter. Opponents of the effort, including then-
Would Initiated Measure 28, an effort on the Gov. Mike Rounds, warned that passing the
Nov. 5 ballot to eliminate South Dakota’s sales repeal would likely reduce the amount of
tax on food, make life better for her? state aid available for schools and health care.
“I'm always a fan of saving money,” said Voters responded to that message and
Stoffers, 24, who recently moved to Sioux Falls rejected the measure by a margin of 68% to
and works as an assistant athletic trainer at 32%. Later attempts by state legislators to
Augustana University. “But I dont know much lower the tax on food or exempt groceries
about (the measure). I need to hear the pros from the general sales tax rate also failed.
and cons before voting.” Weeks before being re-elected in November
According to U.S. Department of Agriculture 2022, Republican Gov. Kristi Noem made a
data, an average family of four in South Da- public pledge to preside over “the largest
kota spends about $1,200 a month on food tax cut in state history,” a full repeal of the
purchased at a store and prepared at home. grocery tax. She vouched for its affordability
Eliminating the 4.2% tax on food would save and noted that voters might pass the repeal
that household $50.40 a month, or about $600 if lawmakers didn't.
a year. But legislators rejected Noem’s proposal
Stoffers and her boyfriend have noticed gro- during the 2023 session, opting instead to
cery bills ticking upward. She'll glance at the temporarily reduce the overall sales tax rate
receipt on the way out of the store and try to from 4.5% to 4.2%, with a sunset (or expira-

cut back on nonessential items.

But that’s a long way from breaking down the
ramifications of a sales tax cut on consumables,
especially with differing viewpoints of what IM
28 will do.

Opponents pounced on the wording of the
measure as broader than just groceries. They
said it could cause a budget crunch by prevent-
ing the state from collecting sales tax on “con-
sumable” items such as tobacco, toothpaste
and toilet paper.

Estimates for the loss of state revenue range
from $124 million to $646 million annually.

From a consumer perspective, national data

tion) of 2027.
What's the main argument
against it?

There are fiscal consequences to elimi-
nating the tax. Sales taxes are the largest
source of state government revenue in South
Dakota, one of seven states without a state
income tax.

Phillips stressed that, while eliminating the
grocery tax is a good way to advance racial
and economic equity, states should pursue
full repeals with caution due to budgetary
impacts.

It's important to remember that state rev-

shows that while the rate of inflation on food enye lost from eliminating the grocery tax

has softened, the price of grocery sgaples such would be on top of the $104 million estimated
as beef and eggs increased by 3.2% over the gnnual revenue loss from the overall sales tax

past year.

“This is the right thing to do,” said Rick Wei-
land, co-founder of Dakotans for Health, the
petition-gathering group whose tax repeal
effort was certified for the ballot with 22,315
signatures.

Assessing that statement means wading
through a litany of factors, from legal language
and tax policy to the ongoing conflict between
a Republican-led Legislature and progressive
groups that pursue policy change through citi-
zen initiatives.

Here are the most pressing questions sur-
rounding IM 28 as the November vote ap-
proaches:

What's the argument for grocery

tax repeal?

Supporters call the measure a long-overdue
effort to take the tax burden off low-income
families and individuals. South Dakota and Mis-
sissippi are the only states that fully tax food
without offering credits or rebates.

The basic premise for eliminating the grocery
tax is to make it easier for people to put food
on the table within the constraints of their
household budget.

“The tax is quite regressive,” Anna Phillips,

cut passed by legislators in 2023.
So the question becomes: Can
South Dakota afford to do this

without having to cut important
programs elsewhere or adding

another tax?

Opponents of the measure answer that with
a resounding no, citing what they said are
ambiguous and problematic wording in the
ballot measure.

The specific language of IM 28 prohibits the
state from collecting sales tax on “anything
sold for human consumption, except alcoholic
beverages and prepared food.”

Nathan Sanderson, executive director of the
South Dakota Retailers Association, said that
wording is so vague that it could prevent the
state from collecting sales tax on “consum-
able” items such as tobacco, toothpaste and
toilet paper.

The Legislative Research Council took that
a step further in a report to state legislators
in July, extrapolating the “human consump-
tion” definition to include propane and motor
fuel and services rendered by a plumber or
landscaper.

an analyst at the Center on Budget and Policy  Weiland countered that it was the LRC and
Priorities in Washington, told News Watch. “If attorney general’s office that questioned ear-
you look at the percentage of household income |ier language in IM 28, which led to the cur-
spent on groceries, low-income earners spend rent framework. He called for common sense,
roughly double the percentage of their income saying interpretations of the measure should
that high-income earners do on groceries. So be shaped by the stated intent of petitioners

this is going to make more of a meaningful dif-
ference to families who are currently struggling
to get by.”

Feeding South Dakota, the state’s largest
hunger relief organization, estimates that about
106,000 people in South Dakota, more than
11%, are food insecure, which means they lack
reliable access to enough affordable, nutritious
food. Of that number, 1 out of 6 are children.

Has this been tried before?

South Dakota’s grocery tax has been a target
of legislative reform for decades, mostly by
Democrats.

to target taxes on food and drink.
“You don't drink gasoline,” Weiland said.
“You don't eat services.”

What kind of budget
crunch are we talking

about?

Well, it's complicated.

Not even the LRC, which provides statu-
tory and legal guidance for proposed ballot
initiatives, has been consistent on what the
impact will be.

Reed Hollweger, who resigned as LRC di-
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rector during a meeting of the Legislature’s
executive board in October 2023, addressed
the potential for differing interpretations of
“anything sold for human consumption” in a
fiscal note sent to the secretary of state as
required by law in January 2023.

“For purposes of this fiscal note,” he wrote,
“the LRC assumes the phrase only includes
food items because of the modifying language
‘except alcoholic beverages and prepared food’
and does not include personal tangible prop-
erty and services, both of which can also be
sold for human consumption. Other assump-
tions as to the meaning of this phrase may be
just as reasonable, if not more so.”

With that qualification, the fiscal note said
that the state could see a reduction in sales
tax revenue of $123.9 million annually.

Sanderson estimated to News Watch in June
that IM 28 would result in a budget downturn
of at least $176 million annually because it
would include tobacco products, defined in
state law as “any item made of tobacco in-
tended for human consumption.”

Then came the kitchen-sink estimate the
LRC presented to legislators as an update in
July — a worst-case scenario analysis that said
the budget impact could soar as high as $646
million annually.

So which number is right?

The official fiscal note produced by Hol-
Iweger uses the $123.9 million figure, while
Attorney General Marty Jackley’s ballot state-
ment noted that human consumption “is not
defined by state law, but its common definition
includes more than just food and drinks.”

Jackley’s statement also said that “judicial
or legislative clarification of the measure will
be necessary.” That's the one thing that both
sides agree upon.

Any judicial review will likely involve trying to
find a “harmonious reading” of the conflicting
statutes or language, according to Neil Fulton,
dean of the University of South Dakota School
of Law and former chief of staff to Rounds.

“The goal is to identify the intent of the
enacting Legislature, or the people in this in-
stance,” Fulton told News Watch. “"Commonly,
that’s found from the text alone because it's
free of ambiguity. But if the context or other
aspects of the enactment lead to a different
reading, or when a statute can be read mul-
tiple ways, the guiding star is, ‘What did the
people intend?”

How much of a problem is IM
28’s wording?

Phillips, the policy analyst, said the measure
should have stipulated that the tax rate will be
changed to 0% rather than saying the state
“may not tax” consumables.

Eliminating the tax entirely would likely
put South Dakota out of alignment with the
Streamlined Sales Tax Project, a cooperative
effort of states, local governments and the
business community that standardizes collec-
tion of sales tax, she said.

“That agreement makes administration eas-
ier across states, both for vendors who have
to comply with sales and use taxes as well as
tax administrators,” said Phillips. “So removing
the tax entirely on groceries will take South
Dakota out of that agreement, which would
be unfortunate.”

South Dakota could also lose revenue from
the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement, a
1998 pact among 46 states and major cigarette
manufacturers as part of litigation for health
care costs and deceptive trade practices.

Jackley has said that not taxing tobacco
could jeopardize South Dakota’s share of that
settlement, which amounts to about $20 mil-
lion annually.

As for the “anything sold for human con-
sumption” language, Phillips pointed to more
specific wording used by Oklahoma legislators
in a bipartisan effort to reduce the state’s tax

Continues on next page
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on food and food ingredients to 0% earlier
this year.

To stay aligned with the streamlined sales
tax, the Oklahoma law defines food and
food ingredients as “substances, whether in
liquid, concentrated, solid, frozen, dried, or
dehydrated form, that are sold for ingestion
or chewing by humans and are consumed for
their taste or nutritional value.”

That's essentially the same standardized
language found in South Dakota law, which
Hollweger said in a letter to Dakotans for
Health in 2022 would “likely apply” to the
LRC’s original suggested language for the
measure.

The Oklahoma law also states that the 0%
tax rate does not apply to alcoholic beverages,
dietary supplements, marijuana products,
prepared food or tobacco.

Phillips said the differences between Okla-
homa'’s law and IM 28 underscore the difficul-
ty of articulating complex tax policy through
a ballot measure, which needs to be clear to
voters and cannot encompass more than one
subject under South Dakota law.

Fixing that language “shouldn’t be difficult
to do,” she said. “I would imagine the Legis-
lature would have a bit of an incentive to do
it because they don't want to blow that hole
in their budget.”

What will legislators do if it passes?

Because IM 28 is an initiated measure, not
a constitutional amendment, legislators have
more power to craft the policy.

For instance, they can adjust the language
to align with the definition found in South
Dakota law, removing some of the unintended
consequences cited by IM 28’s opponents.

“The counter to many of these complaints
(@about wording) is that the Legislature has
eight months to fix it,” said Michael Card,
an emeritus professor of political science at
the University of South Dakota. “Part of this
back-and-forth is due to efforts to limit the
scope of initiated measures, a fight between
the dominant (Republican) party and those
who want to change laws through the ballot.”

Sanderson responded that even if the
language is fixed and IM 28 is sharpened to
include only groceries, there are still reper-
cussions on top of the earlier general sales
tax cut.

Sales tax receipts declined by 2.6% in fis-
cal year 2024 after gains of 9%, 12.2% and
12.7% the previous three years, according to
the South Dakota Bureau of Finance and Man-
agement. That dip reflects the earlier sales tax
cut and will require action if the state can't
tax groceries or other consumables, he said.

“The problem is that IM 28 doesn't have any
mechanism for replacing the lost revenue,
so the money’s going to have to come from
somewhere,” said Sanderson, who spear-
heads a coalition that opposes the measure.

“In order to make that up, theyre going to
have to raise a tax somewhere. That requires
a two-thirds vote of a Legislature in which 94
out of 105 are currently Republicans. Are leg-
islators going to vote for a (sales) tax increase
to raise revenue? I don't think so. And that’s
why we've expressed our concerns that if IM
28 passes, it's going to lead to higher prop-
erty taxes or an income tax (through ballot
measure), because the Legislature is simply
not going to vote with a two-thirds majority
vote to raise the tax.”

Weiland called these claims scare tactics
meant to influence voters and take the focus
away from the merits of a grocery tax repeal.

He referenced past legislative overrides
of resident-led initiatives such as IM 22, a
campaign finance and ethics reform package
approved by voters in 2016 that was later
repealed by lawmakers with an emergency
clause that ensured it could not be referred
back to the ballot.

"I think every concern that’s been raised, if
in fact it was a real concern and not a cam-
paign tactic, they could address very simply

in the upcoming legislative session,” said
Weiland, a former Democratic candidate for
U.S. House and Senate. "What I think theyre
more likely to do is talk about this $646 mil-
lion hole in their budget so they can declare
a state of emergency and repeal it like they
did with IM 22.”

Does Gov. Noem support a

grocery tax repeal?

Noem personally testified in committee for
her 2023 bill to repeal the grocery tax, based
on her campaign pledge.

She pointed to double-digit increases in
sales tax revenue in 2021 and 2022 and a
budget surplus in 2022 of $115 million, an
outlook boosted by COVID-related federal
stimulus and inflation-impacted tax receipts.

The bill ultimately failed, but the message
was duly noted by Dakotans for Health and
other groups that have pushed for eliminating
the grocery tax.

“The Republicans’ big argument has always
been, ‘Oh, we don't have the money to repeal
the food tax. It will come on the backs of
firefighters and teachers, or we'll have to do
a state income tax,” Weiland said. “Well, the
governor took all those arguments and threw
them in the trash.”

But Jim Terwilliger, the governor’s budget
director, noted that Noem’s proposal would
have reduced the state’s food tax to 0% rather
than eliminating it, addressing concerns about
compliance with the streamlined sales tax
agreement.

The bill's language aligned with state defi-
nitions for food and food ingredients and it
spelled out exceptions such as alcohol, to-
bacco and cannabis.

She warned lawmakers of potential budget
fallout if voters passed a grocery tax initiative
on top of the general sales tax cut, pointing
to public support for such a measure.

Terwilliger told News Watch earlier this year
that Noem doesn'’t support IM 28 because of
concerns about the wording. He added that
the governor “still believes a repeal of the
grocery tax is the best tax relief for South
Dakota families if it is done in a responsible
manner,” though she didn’t mention the repeal
in her 2024 budget message or State of the
State address.

Can cities and towns still tax

groceries if this passes?

Again, it's complicated. The actual wording
of the measure states that “municipalities may
continue to impose such taxes.”

But opponents, including the South Dakota
Municipal League, said eliminating the tax,
rather than reducing it to 0%, will render lo-
cal governments unable to impose the food
tax because of South Dakota Codified Law
10-52-2.

That law states that cities and towns can
charge a sales tax if the tax “conforms in all
respects to the state tax ... with the excep-
tion of the rate.” Eliminating the tax entirely
would create problems with state and local
alignment, said Sanderson.

“Cities and towns can only tax the same
items as the state,” he said. “So despite the
language in IM 28, if the state cannot charge
a tax on ‘anything for human consumption,’
neither can a municipality.”

Rapid City lawyer Jim Leach, who represents
Dakotans for Health, called that a flawed
analysis. His contention is that IM 28, if it
passes, “becomes the law of South Dakota”
and supersedes the existing provisions, “which
would allow municipalities to continue to tax
food.”

Hollweger, in a written statement to News
Watch before he resigned, noted that “only
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the state was specified” in Dakotans for
Health’s final submission and that municipalities
are not legally defined as agencies of the state.
“Therefore, LRC concludes the proposed (bal-
lot measure) would not prevent municipalities
from imposing a sales tax on food,” he wrote.

Hollweger did not respond to an interview
request for this story.

Fulton, the USD law school dean, pointed
to a legal principle that says when there is a
general statute and a more specific law on the
same topic, the more specific statute wins out.

“In this instance, the court would be looking
at how IM 28 fits, or doesn't fit, with other
taxation statutes and giving the right of way
to the more specific statute,” he said.

What are the alternatives to

grocery tax repeal?

Several states use refunded tax credits for
low-income brackets in which consumers pay
the full sales tax rate on food but recoup some
of those added costs by claiming a credit when
they file their taxes.

The benefit of this, Phillips said, is that the re-
lief is targeted toward low-income households,
which makes it more efficient. Simply cutting
the grocery tax affects these low-income
groups as well as higher-earning families that
are likely not as reliant on state dollars that
could be used for other services.

The downside, she added, is that “people are
going to have to know to apply for it, especially
if you are dealing with people on very low in-
comes or fixed incomes who may not even file
income taxes.”

Even for those who do apply, the relief comes
once a year during tax season, Phillips noted.

“If you're a family that’s living paycheck to
paycheck, you would rather take the benefits
(every trip to the store) rather than waiting a
year from now and getting it in a lump sum,
which is harder to budget for,” she said.

This story was produced by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion.
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Boys soccer team beats

Custer

The boys soccer team posted a 5-1 win over
Custer in action played Friday in Groton.

The Tigers would score first with 34:$7 left
in the half on a Logan Olson kick assisted by
Karson Zak. Olson would score again with
24:41 left in the first on on kick and assist by
Easton Weber. Goal keeper Gage Sippel had
a long kick that bounced over the defenders
and Karson Zak scored with 16:33 left in the
half. Zak would score again with 13:55 left
in the half to make it 4-0. Custer’s Koleden
Niemann would score with 3:35 left in the half
and the half time score was 4-1.

One goal was scored in the second half
and that was by Ethan Kroll with 19:19 left
in the game.

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.
COM, sponsored by Agtegra, Avantara Gro-
ton, Bierman Farm Service, BK Custom T's &
More, Blocker Construction, Dacotah Bank,
Full Circle Ag, Groton Ag Partners, Groton
Chamber, Groton Ford, Harry Implement,
John Sieh Agency, Jungle Lanes & Lounge,
Krueger Brothers, R&M Farms/Rix Farms and
The Meathouse in Andover with the team of
Paul Kosel and Jeslyn Kosel. Internet service
was provided by JVT.

Groton Area hosts Hot Springs today in an
11 a.m. game.

- Paul Kosel

Groton Area eighth grader Logan Ol-
son stops the ball during Friday’s game

against Custer. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin)

Hot Springs edges Groton

Area in boys soccer

Hot Springs took a 2-0 lead at half time and
hung on for the 2-1 win over Groton Area in
boy soccer action played Saturday in Groton.
Will Erickson scored with 15:55 left in the first
haf and Azbayar Bayambanorov would score
before the half was over with. Easton Weber
scored for Groton Area with 24:47 left in the
game.

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.
COM, sponsored by Agtegra, Avantara Groton,
Bierman Farm Service, BK Custom T's & More,
Blocker Construction, Dacotah Bank, Full Circle
Ag, Groton Ag Partners, Groton Chamber, Gro-
ton Ford, Harry Implement, John Sieh Agency,
Jungle Lanes & Lounge, Krueger Brothers,
R&M Farms/Rix Farms and The Meathouse in
Andover. Internet was provided by JVT. Jeslyn
Kosel ran the camera.

- Paulkosel game against Custer on Friday. (photo by
|
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Groton Area players, including fresh-
man Karson Zak, No. 3, run along the
sideline high fiving crowd members
after Friday’s win against Custer. (photo
by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area freshman Karson Zak
jumps high to head the ball while Custer
sophomore Koleden Niemann tries to
kick the ball during Friday’s game. (photo
- by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area freshman Karson Zak [
and Custer junior Alexander Dinius look =
toward the ball after a throw in during
Friday's game. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area freshman Karson Zak pre-
pares to kick the ball while Custer junior
Alexander Dinius tries to block it during
Friday’s game. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area eighth grader Logan Olson
and Custer freshman Sylar Dinius try
to head the ball drop kicked by Groton |

goalie Gage Sippel during Friday’s game. A i h“‘“
N. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin) :

A sign proclaiming the Groton soccer
fields as “"Tiger Country” was set up near
the field during Friday’s game against
Custer. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area freshman Ethan Kroll,
No. 14, celebrates with junior Karsten

C ] Groton Area players congratulate
FI|EhS, No. 10, after the fifth goal of the eighth grader Logan Olson, No. 16, af-

ter a goal during Friday’'s game against

iiabeth Varin) Custer. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin)



Groton Area running back Korbin
Kucker, No. 9, attempts a run while
Deuel Cardinals players try to catch him
during Friday’s homecoming game. (photo
by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area senior Christian Ehres-
mann, No. 24, grabs Deuel running back
Gavin Kloos, No. 13, after Kloos is hand-
ed the ball during Friday’s homecoming
game. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin)

A

Groton Area fans cheer along with the
cheerleaders during Friday’s homecom-
ing game. (photo by Elizabeth Varin)

Groton Area football players gather
after Friday’s win against Deuel while
Groton fans line up to cheer for the
team. (photo by Elizabeth Varin)

The eighth grade class took first in the
float competition for the homecoming
parade. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

e IS 8 B
e J s I 5|
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ing game against the Deuel Cardinals.
Deuel sophomore Axel Gallardo, No. 3,
and junior Oliver Fieber, No. 8, attempt
to push Ehresmann out of bounds. (rhoto
by Elizabeth Varin)

The freshmen class took second in the
float competition for the homecoming
parade. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Groton Area football players Noah
Scepaniak, No. 35; T.C. Schuster, No. 18;
Gunner Hardy, No. 55; and more walk ==
through the crowd after Friday’s home- S
coming win against the Deuel Cardinals.
(Photo by Elizabeth Varin)

ok third in the
float competition for the homecoming
parade. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Groton quarterback Ry‘del: Johnson, ju- , POET (above) and the Groton Vet Clinic

nior wearing the No. 4 jersey, prepares (below) tied for best commercial float

to catch the snap during the first half of for the homecoming parade. (hotos by pau
Friday’s homecoming game against the K¢
Deuel Cardinals. (Photo by Elizabeth Varin) |

St. John’s Lutheran Church had the
best church float in the homecoming

parade. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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EARTHIALK®

Dear EarthTalk: What's the story with so-called “"deadbeat dams” causing ecosystem prob-
lems across the country?
- George H., Seattle, WA

The invention of dams was certainly one of humanity’s most innovative feats of engineer-
ing. Able to harness power from the water currents, reserving water and effectively control-
ling floods, dams have been crucial to civilizations since 3,000 B.C. Modern dams are made
of concrete and steel, built to withstand tons of water pressure. But over time, many dams
have fallen into disrepair and no longer serve their intended purposes. These dams lost to
time are called “deadbeat dams.”

Defunct old dams can disrupt surrounding

Deadbeat dams disrupt surrounding ecosystems by altering water temperature and hinder- €cosystems by altering water temperature and
ing fish migration patterns. When dams impede river the flows, water temperatures increase, hindering fish migration patterns.
decimating fish sensitive to temperature changes and prevent fish migrations, further damaging their chances of survival.

Loss of fish populations can devastate the entire surrounding ecosystem as they are the primary food source for many animals including
birds and mammals, so they are integral to maintaining balance in the food web. Communities that rely on fish in their diet can also be largely
affected. The Kwoneesum Dam was abandoned in the 1980s and has since then obstructed 6.5 miles of the Washougal River, preventing
the Native nations’ access to the salmon and steelhead population that nourished them for generations.

Effective and safe dam removal is a large and costly challenge, often taking many years and millions of dollars. When removing dams, work-
ers must be careful to ensure debris and sediment from the construction site are not released into the environment, and to test for possible
contaminants within the sediment. In 1973, the Fort Edward Dam on New York’s Hudson River was removed without its sediments tested
for contaminants. According to the Columbia Climate School, this resulted in “tons of sediment laden with toxic PCBs” washing downstream
and “affecting human and wildlife health.”

Across the U.S., 20,000 of the 90,000 total dams are considered unsafe. But due to logistical and financial difficulties, dam removal has
been slow: Since 1912, only 2,000 dams have been removed. In recent years, native communities have made headway in advocating for
deadbeat dam removals. Through extensive efforts on their part and that of policymakers, millions of dollars have been raised to fund dam
removal across the Pacific Northwest. The Seattle Times reports that, in 2024, $40 million from a $75 million Washington state act will go

towards “nine [dam removal] projects led by tribal nations.” To ensure
the longevity of our precious natural resources, deadbeat dams is an
issue we can no longer overlook. Their presence is a constant disrup-
tion to nature and to those dependent on nature.

“Menopause”

Menopause is
one of those things
that, let’s face it,
will ultimately affect
everyone with pre-
viously func-tional
| ovaries. Unfortu- / |
. nately we don't talk \ 3
about it enough, ' '
which makes ¢ & | R
topic riddled with
misin-formation.

So... what is menopause?
Menopause is defined by the permanent cessation of menstrual

The, .
Prairie

Doc.

. EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk.
See more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.
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bleeding for 12 months. This occurs naturally when the ovaries stop
reproductive activity and a marked decrease in ovarian hormones
(es-trogen and progesterone) occurs. Symptoms of menopause are a
result of these hormonal changes.

Most women enter menopause “naturally,” or just due to aging. The
average age of menopause in North America is 51 years, but that can
vary by up to 8-10 years on either side. However, menopause can also
occur when the ovaries are surgically removed or if a patient needs to
take a medication that affects ovar-ian hormone secretion, for example
certain therapies for breast cancer.

Perimenopause refers to the phase, often lasting 1-2 years, before
complete cessation of menses in which a person is likely to experience
irregularities in menstrual periods (shorter or longer intervals, lighter or
heavier bleeding) and sometimes the start of menopausal symptoms
like hot flushes. Some patients will experience problematic or heavy
perimenopausal bleeding that warrants medical or surgical treatment.

It is worth noting that laboratory testing is not recommended to
diagnose menopause in a patient of typical age range with expected
menopausal symptoms. In some cases, especially if a patient is younger
than expected, limited testing is warranted to rule out other conditions
including pregnancy and thy-roid disorders.

Some fortunate women experience no significant symptoms of
menopause, but the majority will. The most common symptoms of
menopause are the infamous vasomotor symptoms (hot flashes and
night sweats) and urogenital symptoms (vaginal dryness and sexual
dysfunction). The average duration of vas-omotor symptoms after
menopause is about 7 years, but approximately 10% of women have
symptoms lasting more than 10 years.

Decisions around various options for treatment for these symptoms
is highly individualized and depends on how symptoms are affecting
a given patient’s quality of life. Treatment, if warranted, can involve
hormonal therapy (replacing estrogen is the most effective way to
reduce hot flashes) or various non-hormonal options. This choice ne-
cessitates a conversation about an individual’s symptom severity and
that patient’s risk of hormonal therapy, including breast cancer, blood
clots, and cardiovascular events.

In summary, menopause is indeed a part of life. However, if you are
really suffering with symptoms of menopause, it is worthwhile to talk to
your healthcare provider about potential treatment for your symptoms.

Kelly Evans-Hullinger, MD. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of physi-
cians and currently practices In-ternal Medicine at Avera Medical Group in
Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org,
and on social media. Watch On Call with the Prairie Doc, most Thursday’s at
7PM on SDPB and streaming on Facebook and listen to Prairie Doc Radio
Sunday’s at 6am and Ipm.



