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Thursday, July 18 Saturday, July 20
Senior Menu: Baked cod, parsley buttered pota- Common Cents Community Thrift Store open, 10
toes, creamy coleslaw, tapioca pudding mandarin  a.m. to 1 p.m.
oranges, whole wheat bread. Catholic: SEAS Confession, 3:45-4:15 p.m.; SEAS
Legion hosts Clark, 5:30 p.m. (1) Mass, 4:30 p.m.
Jr. Legion hosts Clark, 7:30 p.m. (1)
Story Time at Wage Memorial Library 10 a.m. Sunday, July 21
Middle School (upcoming 6th graders) Moonlight ~ Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship with communion,
Swim, 8:30-10:30 p.m., Swimming Pool 9 a.m.
St. John'’s Lutheran: Worship with communion: St.
Friday, July 19 John's at 9 a.m.; Zion at 11 a.m.
Senior Menu: Ham salad on bun, cauliflower/pea/ United Methodist: Worship: Conde at 8:30 a.m.;
carrots, salad, fresh fruit, cookie. Groton at 10:30 a.m.; Coffee hour, 9:30 a.m.
Jr. Legion hosts Britton, 5:30 p.m. (DH) Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m.; SEAS

Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 10:30-10:45
a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.;
Worship, 11 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; worship,

Groton Daily Independent 10:30 a.m.

PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445
Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460 © 2024 Groton Daily Independent
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Trump Takes the Stage
Former President Donald Trump is set to speak in Milwaukee today,
on the final day of the Republican National Convention. Tonight’s
speech will mark Trump’s first public address since last week’s assas-
sination attempt.

The keynote address comes on the heels of three days of speeches,
In partnership with SITAMLASSEL |including from former rivals and primary challengers Nikki Haley, Ron
DeSantis, and Vivek Ramaswamy. Yesterday, the convention heard
from Trump's pick for vice president, Sen. JD Vance (R-OH). Today, Trump will formally accept the party’s
nomination for president in a speech he said he rewrote following last week'’s attack. Trump has said the
address will center on the need for unity.

Separately, President Joe Biden yesterday tested positive for COVID-19. The White House says he is
experiencing mild symptoms and will isolate in Delaware. The news comes amid ongoing pressure from
some Democrats—most recently Rep. Adam Schiff (D, CA-30)—to have Biden exit the race before his
nomination in August.

Long-Living Mice

An intervention to suppress a protein in mice increased their lifespans by up to 25%, according to a
new study.

The protein, interleukin-11, is found in a variety of species. In fish and tadpoles, it can help regenerate
lost limbs. In humans, it is critical for bone and joint development. Still, prevalence of IL-11 can be as-
sociated with inflammation, linked to higher rates of chronic diseases, autoimmune disorders, and cancer.

Researchers tried two methods to suppress the protein in mice: In one group, they genetically engineered
mice so they could not produce it. In another, they regularly administered an antibody later in life. Both
interventions resulted in lower rates of cancer, healthier fur and muscles, and longer lives.

The study marks the first to target IL-11 for antiaging and sparks hope interventions can achieve a similar
impact in humans. It comes as clinical trials to suppress the protein are underway in people with cancer
and fibrotic lung disease.

‘Shogun’ Leads Emmys

Nominations for the 76th annual Primetime Emmy Awards were announcedyesterday, with Netflix top-
ping all networks with 107, followed by FX’s best showing ever with 93. HBO dropped to third for the first
time since 1996 after its flagship series “Succession”"—the best drama winner in three of the last four
years—ended last year.

FX’s Japanese historical epic “Shogun™—based on James Clavell’s 1975 novel—received the most nomi-
nations at 25, followed by the network’s "The Bear” with 23, a record for a comedy. This year marks only
the second time an Indigenous actor was nominated, with three receiving the nod. Longtime “Survivor”
host Jeff Probst returned to the lineup after 13 years.

Due to last year’s writers and actors strikes in Hollywood, 33% fewer series (229) were submitted for
awards consideration. The ceremony will be broadcast live on Sept. 15 (ABC, 8 pm ET).
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Sports, Entertainment, & Culture

The 152nd British Open kicks off today from Royal Troon Golf Club in Scotland; see preview and open-
ing round tee times.

“Rust” armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed requests her March conviction be tossed after Alec Baldwin's
case dismissal.

Naomi Pomeroy, James Beard Award-winning chef and “Top Chef Masters” star, dies at 49 in tubing
accident.

Angel City FC becomes world’s most valuable woman’s sports franchise after Willow Bay and her hus-
band, Disney CEO Bob Iger, buy majority stake, valuing the soccer club at $250M.

Science & Technology

The hallucinogen psilocybin temporarily resets entire brain circuits that govern a person’s sense of space
and time when taken at high enough doses; study sheds light on the mechanism behind “tripping” on
the drug.

Engineers unveil smallest, lightest solar-powered drone to date; vehicle is roughly 8 inches in size and
can fly indefinitely in the sun.

Crown-of-thorns starfish larvae, a prolific eater of coral reefs, thrive on toxic blue-green algae; discovery
suggests increased presence of the bacteria could drive the starfish population, further threatening reefs.

Business & Markets
US stock markets close mixed (S&P 500 -1.4%, Dow +0.6%, Nasdaq -2.8%); Nasdaq records worst day
since December 2022 as tech stocks fall on report of Biden administration considering trade restrictions
against China.
Ray Ban-maker EssilorLuxottica to buy streetwear brand Supreme from VF Corporation for $1.5B; deal
represents the eyewear maker’s first venture into apparel.
United Airlines reports 23% year-over-year rise in Q2 profits, partly due to demand for international travel.

Politics & World Affairs

Department of Homeland Security’s inspector general announces an investigation into Secret Service’s
handling of Saturday assassination attempt.

House Oversight Committee subpoenas Secret Service director.

US military to dismantle Gaza pier designed to carry aid to Palestinians via Cyprus after being damaged
by weather; future aid will be delivered to Ashdod, Israel, and transported by truck.

Former CIA analyst Sue Mi Terry charged with espionage, accused of spying for South Korea in exchange
for $37K and gifts including luxury goods, bags, and meals.

Service Notice: Sandra Knudson
A Celebration of Life for Sandra Knudson, 70, of Aberdeen will be held at Sunset Memorial Gardens on
Saturday, July 20th at 1:00 p.m. Rev. Rob Moorlach will officiate. Inurnment will follow under the direc-
tion of Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel, Groton.
Sandy passed away July 16, 2024 at Aberdeen Health and Rehab.
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50th Wedding Celebration
Honoring Neal & Wynella Abeln
Saturday, July 20, 2024
Food & Visiting 6 pm — 8 pm
Barn Dance 8 pm —11 pm
AT: Tim & Lacey Grabow's
15689 456th Ave
South Shore, SD 57263
FUN FOR ALL
No gifts please
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Groton Jr Teeners Claw Back, But Fall Just Short Against Britton in
region championship game

By GameChanger Media

Despite a 4-run deficit in the third inning, Groton Jr Teeners 14U almost came all the way back, eventu-
ally falling 6-5 to Britton U14 Jr Teeners on Wednesday. Groton Jr Teeners 14U closed the gap by scoring
on a single, a ground out, and a single. Britton will advance to the state tournament.

Groton Jr Teeners 14U lost despite out-hitting Britton U14 Jr Teeners four to two. TC Schuster, Kason
Oswald, Ethan Kroll, and Ryder Schelle each collected one hit for Groton Jr Teeners 14U.

An error put Britton U14 Jr Teeners on the board in the bottom of the first.

Britton U14 Jr Teeners added to their early lead in the bottom of the third inning when Colton Chapin
was struck by a pitch, driving in a run, and Drew Heitmann hit a sacrifice fly, scoring two runs.

Chaz Vietor earned the win for Britton U14 Jr Teeners. The starting pitcher allowed three hits and four
runs (zero earned) over six innings, striking out four and walking two. Schuster took the loss for Groton Jr
Teeners 14U. They went four and one-third innings, giving up six runs (four earned) on two hits, striking
out two and walking nine.

Kroll led Groton Jr Teeners 14U with two runs batted in. The right-handed hitter went 1-for-2 on the day.
Groton Jr Teeners 14U turned one double play in the game.

Chapin drove the middle of the lineup, leading Britton U14 Jr Teeners with three runs batted in. They
went 1-for-2 on the day. Chapin and Mitch Burger each collected one hit for Britton U14 Jr Teeners. Ben
Suther led Britton U14 Jr Teeners with three walks. Overall, the team had a strong eye at the plate, col-

lecting nine walks for the game. Britton U14 Jr Teeners turned one double play in the game.
Copyright © 2024 GameChanger Media, Inc. All rights reserved. Any reuse or republication of this story must include the preceding attribution and is
subject to the Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc. Terms of Use, License Agreement, and Privacy Policy.

The Groton 14U baseball team and coaches pose after game after a close hard fought cham-
pionship game. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)
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Groton starting pitcher TC Schuster throws
while in the background 2nd baseman Ka-
son Oswald moves to cover 2nd base in last
nights game. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

Prior to the start of the Region VFW Championship game last night, the Groton and Brit-
ton players and coaches recited the VFW Sportsman Creed lead by Webster VFW Post Com-
mander, Kevin Bohn. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)
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West Nile Virus Update -SD
SD WNV (as of July 17):

1 human case (Beadle)
6 counties with positive mosquito pools (Brook-
ings, Brown, Davison, Hughes, Lincoln, Minnehaha)

US WNV (as of July 16): 25 cases (AR, AZ, KS, MD,
MS, NC, ND, NE, OK, SD, TN, TX)

WNV Prediction Model — Total Number of Cases
Projected for 2024, South Dakota (as of July 16)
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Mosquito Surveillance Summary for 2024, South Dakota, Week Ending July 13, 2024 (MMWR Week 28)

Total sites collecting mosquitoes: 69
Total mosquito pools tested: 596
% positivity: 2.35%

Number of mosquito pools tested by week and status
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Flags at Half-Staff in Honor of Corey Comperatore

PIERRE, S.D. — Today, Governor Kristi Noem ordered that flags be flown at half-staff statewide from
sunrise until sunset on Thursday, July 18th, 2024, in honor of Corey Comperatore. Corey was a husband,
father, and former Fire Chief of the Buffalo Township Volunteer Fire Company who tragically lost his life
while protecting his wife and daughters from the shots fired during the assassination attempt against
former President Donald J. Trump.

Governor Noem also proclaimed Thursday, July 18th, 2024, as “Corey Comperatore Day” in South Dakota.
“Corey died as he lived — a hero who dedicated himself to saving lives. It is fitting and proper as Gov-

ernor to honor great American heroes for the sacrifice that they make,” Governor Noem wrote in the
proclamation.
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Adult Mosquito Control conducted Wednesday night
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The City of Groton conducted adult mosquito control Wednesday night. The wind was east,
at 3 to 5 mph. Temperature was in the mid 60s to low 70s. About 8 gallons of Perm-X UL was
used.
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Brand New Program at

15 N Main St. - Ste. 101 Call/Text Paul: 605-397-7460
Downtown Groton Call/Text Tina: 605-397-7285

Open 24/7

Living Heart Fitness Genter

$20 Monthly Membership

“ for people 60 years of age and older
< for those who need equipment
for physical therapy!

<_Downtown
Groton

24/7 access to the facility ~ Cancel any time

Staying fit and practicing healthy nutrition
can he linked to henefits, such as:

'{[I:U]’ Reduced levels of stress and anxiety

“[I]:U]’ Improved cognitive function

‘{l]=ﬂ]’ Increased energy levels and productivity

cI]]z[l} Controlled blood pressure

{I]IU]’ Better blood flow circulation

"U]Iﬂ]’ Strengthened bones and muscles

{[|=U]° Reduced risk of heart disease and other illnesses

Call/Text Paul at 605-397-7460
Call/Text Tina at 605-397-7285
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SOUTH DAKOTA SEARCHLIGHT

https://southdakotasearchlight.com

SDS

J.D. Vance pitches for swing-state votes in accepting

Trump VP nomination
BY: JENNIFER SHUTT AND ASHLEY MURRAY - JULY 17, 2024 11:57 PM

MILWAUKEE — 1.D. Vance — the freshman
Ohio senator who used to rebuke Donald -
Trump’s character and policies before be-
coming one of his most ardent supporters in
Congress — formally accepted the nomination
as Trump’s running mate Wednesday at the
Republican National Convention.

Vance spoke directly to the swing-state vot-
ers who will determine the outcome of the
presidential election as well as control of the
Congress during his 38-minute prime time
speech on the third night of the convention.

“This moment is not about me. It's about all
of us. It's about who we're fighting for,” Vance |
said, as Trump looked on from a special seat-
ing section inside Fiserv Forum.

“It’s about the autoworker in Michigan, Republican vice presidential candidate and U.S.
wondering why out-of-touch politicians are Sen. J.D. Vance, R-Ohio, speaks on stage on the
destroying their jobs,” Vance said. “It's about third day of the Republican National Convention at
the factory worker in Wisconsin, who makes the Fiserv Forum on July 17, 2024, in Milwaukee. chip
things with their hands and is proud of Ameri-  somodevilla/Getty Images)
can craftsmanship.”

“It's about the energy worker in Pennsylvania and Ohio, who doesn’t understand why Joe Biden is willing
to buy energy from tinpot dictators across the world when he could buy it from his own citizens right here
in our own country,” he added.

Biden-Harris 2024 communications director Michael Tyler released a statement after Vance’s acceptance
speech concluded, arguing that working and middle class Americans would be harmed if Trump and Vance
are elected later this year.

*1.D. Vance is unprepared, unqualified, and willing to do anything Donald Trump demands,” Tyler wrote.

Raised by grandmother

Vance spoke at length about his upbringing and his family during his speech, including his mother, who
is close to reaching 10 years clean and sober, as well as his grandmother, who raised him while his mother
was struggling with addiction.

He said that his mother should reach that benchmark in January 2025 and that they should celebrate in
the White House.

Vance rolled in a story about his grandmother to emphasize the GOP’s support for gun rights, receiving
loud cheers from the crowd.
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He noted that in 2005, just before he deployed to Iraq as part of the Marine Corps, she died and while
going through her home, he and his family found 19 loaded handguns.

“They were stashed all over her house; under her bed, in a closet and in the silverware drawer,” Vance
said.

“We wondered what was going on. And it occurred to us that towards the end of her life (she) couldn't
get around so well,” Vance said. “"And so this frail old woman made sure that no matter where she was,
she was within arm’s length of whatever she needed to protect her family. That's who we fight for. That’s
the American spirit.”

Vance said that his version of the American dream wasn’t becoming a senator or starting a business,
but having the type of family he wasn't able to grow up in.

“My most important American dream was becoming a good husband and a good dad,” Vance said. "I
wanted to give my kids the things that I didn't have when I was growing up. And that’s the accomplish-
ment that I'm proudest of.”

Vance emerges as favorite despite inexperience

Trump announced Monday that he had selected Vance to be his running mate after narrowing down a
shortlist that included several other GOP senators with more experience in Congress.

The relationships that a vice president has with both Republicans and Democrats in the upper chamber
are especially important given that bills must gain the support of at least 60 senators to advance toward
final passage. It's also the chamber responsible for approving judicial and executive branch nominees.

Additionally, the vice president is responsible for casting tie-breaking votes in the Senate, a job that
could take up much of the vice president’s time if the election yields another two years with a 50-50 split.

Vance has been a member of Congress for less than two years and is best known as the author of
Hillbilly Elegy, a controversial book about rural poverty in Appalachia, that was later turned into a movie.

The delegates at the convention moved to formally nominate Vance as their vice presidential nhominee
the same day Trump announced him as his running mate. Vance’s speech on Wednesday night served as
his official acceptance.

Foreign affairs

Vance doesn't have a lengthy record on domestic or foreign policy issues given his especially brief tenure
as a lawmaker, but he has repeatedly opposed funding for Ukraine.

Speaking on the floor of the convention to an enthusiastic crowd, Vance said that “we will make sure
our allies share in the burden of securing world peace.”

“No more free rides for nations that betray the generosity of the American taxpayer,” Vance said, seem-
ingly referring to NATO countries that have yet to reach the benchmark of spending at least 2% of their
GDP on defense.

NATO allied countries agreed to move toward that goal in 2014 after Russia invaded Crimea in Eastern
Ukraine. Twenty-three of the 32 countries in the alliance are expected to meet that target this year.

Vance said if reelected, Trump “will send our kids to war only when we must.”

Vance also spoke about China and the Chinese Communist Party throughout his speech.

“We will protect the wages of American workers and stop the Chinese Communist Party from building
their middle class on the backs of American citizens,” he said.

‘A meat and potatoes kind of guy’

Vance's acceptance speech, which largely served as an introduction to GOP voters, followed a lengthy
night of more speeches, including by his wife, Usha Chilukuri Vance, and Donald J. Trump, Jr., who pressed
for his father to choose Vance as his running mate.

Chilukuri Vance said she wanted “to explain from the heart why I love and admire J.D. and stand here
beside him today, and why he will make a great vice president of the United States.”
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Telling the story of how they met at Yale Law School, Usha said Vance approached their differences with
“curiosity” and that she learned he had “overcome childhood traumas that I could barely fathom.”

“My background is very different from J.D.’s. I grew up in San Diego, in a middle-class community with
two loving parents, both immigrants from India and a wonderful sister,” Chilukuri Vance said. “That J.D.
and I could meet at all, let alone fall in love and marry, is a testament to this great country.”

Chilukuri Vance spoke for just under five minutes and told the crowd that although her husband is a
“meat and potatoes kind of guy,” he learned to cook Indian vegetarian food for her mother. She said he’s
the same person now that she met when they were younger, “except the beard.”

“It's safe to say that neither J.D. nor I expected to find ourselves in this position. But it's hard to imagine
a more powerful example of the American dream,” Chilukuri Vance said. “A boy from Middletown, Ohio,
raised by his grandmother through tough times, chosen to help lead our country through some of its
greatest challenges. I am grateful to all of you for the trust you placed in him and in our family.”

Ties between Vance and Donald Trump Jr.

Though he largely spoke about his father, Trump Jr. used his platform to spotlight the friendship be-
tween him and Vance. He used the differences in their upbringings as an invitation for voters to support
his father in November.

“For everyone watching at home, no matter who you are, you can be a part of this movement to make
America great again. Look at me and my friend J.D. Vance. A kid from Appalachia and a kid from Trump
Tower in Manhattan. We grew up worlds apart,” Trump Jr. said. “Yet now we're both fighting side by side
to save the country we love. And by the way, J.D. Vance is going to make one hell of a vice president.”

Trump Jr. spoke for nearly 20 minutes prior to Vance taking the stage, focusing most of his speech on
defending his father and taking sharp jabs at Biden.

He said he had “never been prouder” of his father than he was Saturday after the former president
survived an assassination attempt at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania.

He compared his father standing up and raising his fist after the shooting to how the “America we all
grew up with” will return again.

“We're like that man who stood on that platform and felt the bullet pierce his flesh just days ago in Penn-
sylvania. He may have moved to the ground, but he stood back up. And when he did, my father raised
his fist into the air, he looked out at the crowd, and what did he say?”

“Fight, fight, fight,” the crowd at the RNC shouted back.

“And we will fight. We will fight with our voices. We will fight with our ideas. And then November 5, we
will fight with our vote,” Trump Jr. said.

Prior to speaking, Trump Jr. called his oldest daughter Kai Madison Trump — the former president’s eldest
granddaughter — to the stage briefly.

She accused the left of attacking her grandfather and told stories of him calling her to ask about her
golf game and telling his friends that she made the high honor roll.

“The media makes my grandpa seem like a different person, but I know him for who he is. He's very
caring and loving,” Kai Madison said. “He truly wants the best for this country and he will fight every single
day to make America great again.”

Bashing Biden

Dozens of other politicians spoke on the third night of the Republican National Convention, with the vast
majority praising Trump while criticizing Biden.

Former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., said voters need to elect Trump to the White House
in November to prevent Biden and Democrats from implementing their preferred policies.

“We have to remember that the greatest threat to American safety is not Biden’s brain,” Gingrich said.
“The greatest threat is Biden’s policies, and the people he appoints.”

Gingrich added that Americans could “vote for weakness and war with Biden,” or they could “vote for
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strength and peace with President Trump.”

North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, who was on Trump’s shortlist for a running mate but wasn't selected,
said during a brief speech that Trump would be better for fossil fuel production than Biden.

“When President Trump unleashes American energy, we unleash American prosperity and we ensure
our national security,” Burgum said.

The crowd inside Fiserv Forum chanted “drill baby drill” during part of his speech.

Kellyanne Conway, senior counselor to Trump during his first administration, told attendees at the RNC
that the GOP ticket is the best path forward for the country.

“The answer to weakness is strength. The antidote to division is unity. And the alternative to failure and
incompetence, to Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, is to send them packing and send Donald Trump and J.D.
Vance to the White House,” Conway said.

U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna of Florida told the GOP delegates and guests that Trump — who never
served in the military and made up an injury to avoid being drafted into the Vietnam War — “respects our
military and understands the true cost of war.”

“President Trump knows what it means to put your life on the line,” Luna said. “Our service members
and their families make immense sacrifices, and they deserve a president who respects that sacrifice and
who will lay down his own life in defense of this great nation.”

Lia Chien contributed to this report.

Jennifer covers the nation’s capital as a senior reporter for States Newsroom. Her coverage areas include congres-
sional policy, politics and legal challenges with a focus on health care, unemployment, housing and aid to families.

Ashley Murray covers the nation’s capital as a senior reporter for States Newsroom. Her coverage areas include
domestic policy and appropriations.

Program seeking temporary homes for kids in court system

struggles with recruitment, retention
State and counties have money for initiative but need more host families
BY: MAKENZIE HUBER - JULY 17, 2024 4:29 PM

Rich Ohm was going to say no. He and his wife are busy with their Watertown-based business, their
children are all grown, and they aim to spend up to two months each year traveling out of the country.

But he surprised himself — and his wife. He said yes to becoming the first court resource family in the
state, becoming a licensed foster family and opening their home to low-risk juvenile offenders.

“It's rewarding,” Ohm said. “You're building good, positive relationships with someone who might not
have that opportunity with many adults.”

Ohm and his wife, Beret, have one of two licensed South Dakota court resource homes, which is a new
program aiming to keep children out of detention and the justice system as a whole. The need for the
program is reflected in juvenile justice statistics: At the end of fiscal year 2023, 84 South Dakota children
were placed in a facility or program, such as a detention center, shelter care program, group home or the
Human Services Center, while another 93 were receiving aftercare.

A court resource home is used for children who can’t remain with their family or be placed with extended
family while working through the legal process. The program is meant to be a cost-efficient alternative for
mid-sized counties instead of sending children to facilities in cities such as Sioux Falls.

Studies show children placed in detention unnecessarily are negatively impacted mentally and physically,
and their education and future employment suffer. The cost to keep a child at the Juvenile Detention
Center or Arise Shelter Care in Sioux Falls is hundreds of dollars a day, not including the cost to drive the
child hours away from home and remove one law enforcement officer from the streets for transport.

The program is in its third year of operation, but is only active in Codington County, where Ohm lives, and
in Davison County. Yankton County was awarded funding this year to start its own program, while Brown
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County has been searching for a family to
commit to the project since 2021. B

“Our youth will eventually be back within
our community and reunited with their fami-
lies,” said Katie Buschbach, Davison County
youth diversion coordinator, “so getting ser-
vices set up right away and fixing the issues
within our own community while supporting
the family with wrap-around services is the
most beneficial way to begin the healing
process.” "

Finding and keeping a family in place to
serve such children is the most difficult part
of the program. Davison County’s original
family moved shortly after being licensed,
but the county licensed a new family earlier
this year.

Kelsi Vinger, the diversion and juvenile EERSEEEE =
detention alternative initiative coordinator for ~ The exterior of the Minnehaha County Juvenile

Brown County, said counties seek families petention Center in Sioux Falls, pictured on Oct. 21,
who can be ﬂeX|b|e/ are Wllllng to work with 2022. (John Hult/South Dakota Searchlight)

the court system and have connections to
services within the community for the child.

Children can stay with a court resource home for up to seven days, and hosts must be willing to accept
a child on short notice. In 2023, seven Brown County kids were identified as being good fits for a court
resource home, but they were “unnecessarily held in secure detention” because there wasn't a licensed
family, Vinger said.

Ohm served as a law enforcement officer for 15 years before he retired from the profession, choosing
to teach self defense and martial arts and lead a ministry center in Watertown. Being a cop fit his values,
but he wanted to prevent bad things from happening instead of reacting to them. His wife has profes-
sional training in human services.

“We know how to start wading through those crises with people based on our experience. Unfortunately,
there’s not a lot of people who do what we do or have done what we've done in general,” Ohm said.

The Ohms serve as short-term role models and mentors to children. They have served two children
since they‘ve become licensed. The Davison County family, licensed earlier this year, has served one child.

It's less children served than either county estimated, but it’s still worth it, said Louis Canfield, the direc-
tor of youth diversion for Codington County.

"It just wouldn’t make sense to have a standalone facility,” Canfield said. “Even if it's just one kid a year
that has to sit in jail, that isn't fair to that child. It's traumatizing.”

The South Dakota Council of Juvenile Services oversees state awards for court resource homes from the
federal Formula Grants Program. This summer, the council awarded $30,000 to Brown County, $21,860 to
Codington County, $25,564 to Yankton County and $29,500 to Davison County.

Counties can apply for up to $30,000 a year, which covers the cost of operating the program. Costs
can include a coordinator salary stipend, a family home study or a licensing renewal fee, and monthly
monitoring services from Lutheran Social Services.

The foster family receives an on-call stipend of $100 a week with increased compensation up to $550 a
week when the family takes in a child. That money is used at the discretion of the foster family for things
such as food, transportation to school or court, or any other needs of the child.

Ohm would like to see the licensing process streamlined so it's easier for interested families. He said
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the process was “cumbersome” and took months to complete when most of the training — intended for
foster parents — wasn't relevant to his family’s situation.

“They make you go through it,” he said.

Diversion coordinators across the state want to see court resource homes expanded to other counties.
Vinger said the state might need to consider regionalization, since not all counties can afford the program.
Such a decision might require guidance from the Unified Judicial System or the Legislature.

"I hope that we can get these programs up and running across the state so we have fewer kids unnec-
essarily going into our secure detention facilities,” Vinger said. “That plays a role in recidivism and keep-
ing the public safe if we can meet these kids where they're at, rather than throwing them into a facility
because it's closest and easiest for us.”

Makenzie Huber is a lifelong South Dakotan whose work has won national and regional awards. She’s spent five
vears as a journalist with experience reporting on workforce, development and business issues within the state.

The nation’s 911 system is on the brink of its own emergency
South Dakota among at least eight states with outages this year
BY: STEPHANIE ARMOUR, KFF HEALTH NEWS - JULY 17, 2024 1:05 PM

Just after lunchtime on June 18, Mas-
sachusetts’ leaders discovered that the
statewide 911 system was down.

A scramble to handle the crisis was on.

Police texted out administrative num-
bers that callers could use, Boston
Mayor Michelle Wu gave outage updates
at a press conference outlining plans for
the Celtics’ championship parade, and
local officials urged people to summon
help by pulling red fire alarm boxes.

About 7 million people went roughly
two hours with no 911 service. Such
crashes have become more of a feature
than a bug in the nation’s fragmented
emergency response system.

Outages have hit at least eight states
this year. They’re emblematic of prob-
lems plaguing emergency communica-
tions due in part to wide disparities in
the systems’ age and capabilities, and in funding of 911 systems across the country. While some states,
cities, and counties have already modernized their systems or have made plans to upgrade, many others
are lagging.

911 is typically supported by fees tacked on to phone bills, but state and local governments also tap
general funds or other resources.

“Now there are haves and have-nots,” said Jonathan Gilad, vice president of government affairs at the
National Emergency Number Association, which represents 911 first responders. “Next-generation 911
shouldn’t be for people who happen to have an emergency in a good location.”

Meanwhile, federal legislation that could steer billions of dollars into modernizing the patchwork 911
system remains waylaid in Congress.

“This is a national security imperative,” said George Kelemen, executive director of the Industry Council
for Emergency Response Technologies, a trade association that represents companies that provide hard-

(Photo illustration by Seth Tupper/South Dakota Searchlight)
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ware and software to the emergency response industry.

“In a crisis — a school shooting or a house fire or, God forbid, a terrorist attack — people call 911 first,”
he said. “The system can’t go down.”

The U.S. debuted a single, universal 911 emergency number in February 1968 to simplify crisis response.
But instead of a seamless national program, the 911 response network has evolved into a massive puzzle
of many interlocking pieces. There are more than 6,000 911 call centers to handle an estimated 240 million
emergency calls each year, according to federal data. More than three-quarters of call centers experienced
outages in the prior 12 months, according to a survey in February by NENA, which sets standards and
advocates for 911, and Carbyne, a provider of public safety technology solutions.

In April, widespread 911 outages affected millions in Nebraska, Nevada, South Dakota, and Texas. The
shutdown was blamed on workers’ severing a fiber line while installing a light pole.

In February, tens of thousands of people in areas of California, Georgia, Illinois, Texas, and other states
lost cellphone service, including some 911 services, from an outage.

And in June, Verizon agreed to pay a $1.05 million fine to settle a Federal Communications Commission
probe into a December 2022 outage that affected 911 calls in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Tennessee.

The fires that raced across the Hawaiian island of Maui last August highlighted the critical importance
of 911 systems. Dispatchers there fielded more than 4,500 contacts, meaning calls and texts, on Aug. 8,
the day the fires broke out, compared with about 400 on a typical day, said Davlynn Racadio, emergency
services dispatch coordinator in Maui County.

“We're dying out here,” one caller told 911 operators.

But some cell towers faltered due to widespread service outages, according to county officials. Maui
County in May filed a lawsuit against four telecommunications companies, saying they failed to inform
dispatchers about the outages.

“If 911 calls came in with no voice, we would send text messages,” Racadio said. “The state is looking
at upgrading our system. Next-generation 911 would take us even further into the future.”

Florida, Illinois, Montana, and Oklahoma passed legislation in 2023 to advance or fund modernized 911
systems, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. The upgrades include replacing analog
911 infrastructure with digital, internet-based systems.

Instead of just fielding calls, next-generation systems can pinpoint a caller’s location, accept texts, and
enable residents in a crisis to send videos and images to dispatchers. While outages can still occur, mod-
ernized systems often include more redundancy to minimize the odds of a shutdown, Gilad said.

Lawmakers have looked at modernizing 911 systems by tapping revenue the FCC gets from auctioning
off the rights to transmit signals over specific bands of the electromagnetic spectrum.

But the U.S. Senate, in March 2023, for the first time allowed a lapse of the FCC’s authority to auction
spectrum bands.

Legislation that would allocate almost $15 billion in grants from auction proceeds to speed deployment
of next-generation 911 in every state unanimously passed the House Energy and Commerce Committee
in May 2023. The bill, HR 3565, sponsored by Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), would also extend
the FCC’s auction authority.

Other bills have been introduced by various lawmakers, including one in March from Sen. Ted Cruz
(R-Texas) and legislation from Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) to extend the auction authority. For now,
neither effort has advanced. Nine former FCC chairs wrote lawmakers in February, urging them to make
911 upgrades a national priority. They suggested Congress tap unspent federal covid-19 money.

“Whatever the funding source, the need is urgent and the time to act is now,” they wrote.

Ajit Pai, who served as chair of the FCC from 2017 to 2021, said outages often occur in older, legacy
systems.

“The fact that the FCC doesn't have authority to auction spectrum is a real hindrance now,” Pai told KFF
Health News. “You may never need to call 911, but it can make the difference between life and death. We
need more of an organized effort at the federal level because 911 is so decentralized.”
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Meanwhile, some safety leaders are making backup plans for 911 outages or conducting investigations
into their causes. In Massachusetts, a firewall designed to prevent hacking led to the recent two-hour
outage, according to the state 911 department.

“Outages bring to everyone’s attention that we rely on 911 and we don't think about how we really rely
on it until something happens,” said April Heinze, chief of 911 operations at NENA.

Mass General Brigham, a health system in the Boston area, sent out emergency alerts when the outage
happened letting clinics and smaller practices know how to find their 10-digit emergency numbers. In the
wake of the outage, it plans to keep the backup numbers next to phones at those facilities.

“Two hours can be a long time,” said Paul Biddinger, chief preparedness and continuity officer at the
health system.

Stephanie Armour, senior health policy correspondent for KF'F News, has reported on the Affordable Care Act,
Medicaid, Medicare, covid-19, abortion, and how politics and regulations in Washington, D.C., affect patients, pro-
viders, and the health care industry. She has previously worked at The Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, USA Today,
The Des Moines Register, and the Daily Tribune in Ames, lowa. She is a graduate of the University of Minnesota.
Her journalism awards include earning a first-place National Headliner Award from the Press Club of Atlantic
City, a first-place Sigma Delta Chi Award from the Society of Professional Journalists, and a first-place Consumer
Journalism award from the National Press Club.

Biden tests positive for COVID, will return home to Delaware
BY: JENNIFER SHUTT - JULY 17, 2024 5:28 PM

President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19 on Wednesday, according to statements from White
House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre and the president’s doctor.

“Earlier today following his first event in Las Vegas, President Biden tested positive for COVID-19,” Jean-
Pierre wrote in her statement. “He is vaccinated and boosted and he is experiencing mild symptoms.”

Biden will return to Delaware to isolate while continuing to work and the White House will provide “regular
updates,” she said.

An accompanying statement from the president’s physician said that Biden began experiencing a runny
nose, cough and “general malaise” on Wednesday afternoon.

“He felt okay for his first event of the day, but given that he was not feeling better, point of care testing
for COVID-19 was conducted, and the results were positive for the COVID-19 virus,” the doctors statement
said, later adding that a PCR confirmation test is pending.

“His symptoms remain mild, his respiratory rate is normal at 16, his temperature is normal at 97.8 and his
pulse oximetry is normal at 97%,"” the doctor said. “"The President has received his first dose of Paxlovid.
He will be self-isolating at his home in Rehoboth.”

Biden arrived at the Las Vegas, Nevada, airport around 3:20 p.m. local time to fly back to the East Coast,
according to a White House pool report.

The president said he felt "good” before walking “cautiously up the stairs” to Air Force One, according
to the report.

Biden previously tested positive for COVID-19 in July 2022 before being diagnosed with a rebound case
later the same month.

Jennifer covers the nation’s capital as a senior reporter for States Newsroom. Her coverage areas include congres-
sional policy, politics and legal challenges with a focus on health care, unemployment, housing and aid to families.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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A beautiful day today with sunny skies and temperatures ranging in the upper 70s to the upper 80s,
warmest around and west of the Missouri River. A system will bring a 20-75% chance of showers and
thunderstorms Friday. A few strong to severe storms are possible Friday afternoon into the evening over
portions of central SD.
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Today in Weather History

July 18, 1883: An estimated F3 tornado moved southeast from south of Redfield to north of Hitchcock,
to 6 miles southeast of Crandon in Spink County. At least one farm house was destroyed and swept away.
Three people were killed on one farm.

July 18, 1986: In the afternoon, an F2 tornado that touched down in the northern suburbs of Minneapo-
lis became one of the most observed and photographed tornadoes ever. The detailed coverage included
video from a Minnesota DOT traffic camera and a remarkable aerial video taken from a helicopter by a
television camera crew. The tornado began in Brooklyn Park and moved slowly northeast, causing light
to moderate damage. It then turned east and slowed as it crossed the Mississippi River. Also on this day,
an F2 tornado touched down two miles southeast of Bryant, in Hamlin County. This tornado traveled near
Dolph Creek and moved east along the creek to the Lake Norden area. The tornado damaged many trees
and destroyed a barn. A second F2 tornado touched down three miles west of Toronto and moved south-
east. The tornado destroyed a barn, silo, and six other buildings and caused extensive damage to farm
equipment on a farm one mile south and a half mile west Astoria.

July 18, 2008: Severe thunderstorms developed across parts of central and north-central South Dakota
bringing large hail up to the size of golf balls and damaging winds to near 80 mph. Some tree, vehicle,
and building damage occurred with some of the storms. Eighty mph winds or higher brought down many
branches along with some trees in Fort Pierre. Power was cut off for parts of Fort Pierre when branches
fell on power lines. Several truck trailers and feed silos were tipped onto their sides by the high winds.
Also, some buildings were damaged. A loaded train was pushed down the tracks almost a quarter of a
mile by the strong winds. Seventy mph winds or greater brought down many tree branches along with
some trees in Pierre. There were power outages in Pierre along with some buildings receiving damage.
Damaging thunderstorm winds also downed six power poles between Sully Buttes and Onida knocking
power out to over 800 homes in and around Onida.

64: The great fire of Rome breaks out and destroys much of the city on this day. Despite the well-known
stories, there is no evidence that the Roman emperor, Nero, either started the fire or played the fiddle
while it burned. The fire began in the slums of a district south of the legendary Palatine Hill. The area’s
homes burned very quickly, and the fire spread north, fueled by high winds.

1889 - A cloudburst in West Virginia along the small creeks in Wirt County, Jackson County and Wood
County claimed twenty lives. Rockport, WV, reported nineteen inches of rain in two hours and ten minutes
that Thursday evening. Tygart Creek rose 22 feet in one hour, and villages were swept away on Tygart,
Slate, Tucker, and Sandy Creeks. (The Weather Channel)

1936 - The all time record high temperature for the state of Kansas was set when a 121-degree high
temperature fried Fredonia. (US National Weather Service Wichita)

1942 - A record deluge occurred at Smethport in northern Pennsylvania, with 30.7 inches in just six hours.
The downpours and resultant flooding in Pennsylvania were devastating. (David Ludlum)

1986 - One of the most photo-genic tornadoes touched down in the northern suburbs of Minneapolis,
MN, during the late afternoon. The very slow moving tornado actually appeared live on the evening news
by way of an aerial video taken by the KARE-TV helicopter crew. The tornado, unlike most, was quite the
prima donna, staying visible to tens of thousands of persons for thirty minutes. It was moderate in inten-
sity, with winds of 113-157 mph, and caused 650 thousand dollars damage. (Storm Data)

1988 - Sweltering heat continued in California, with record highs of 111 degrees at Redding and 112
degrees at Sacramento. Death Valley, CA, hit 127 degrees. Late afternoon and evening thunderstorms in
the Central Plains Region produced baseball size hail at Kimball, NE, wind gusts to 79 mph at Colby, KS,
and six inches of rain near Lexington, NE. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1996: A massive rainstorm in north central and northeast Illinois led to widespread flooding. Aurora
reported 16.94 inches of rain, establishing a state record for the most rain in a single day. Other heavy
totals included 13.60 inches at Joliet, 9.24 inches in Wheaton, 8.09 inches in DeKalb, and 7.82 inches at
Elgin. This event is often called “the second most damaging weather disaster in Illinois History.”
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THE GENERAL'S LAST REQUEST |

As General Grant lay dying, his heart was troubled, and he desired to make things right with God. Turn-
ing to someone nearby he asked for a minister to come visit him.

“General,” said the minister, “"The Son of man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” If you'll
sincerely call upon Him from your heart, you'll receive mercy from Him and abundant pardon.”

The minister then fell to his knees and prayed for the general, and General Grant received Jesus as His
Savior. At that moment, he was wonderfully converted.

Thrilled, the minister said, “God’s Kingdom has received a great acquisition in your conversion, General.”
Genera