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Saturday, Aug. 12

Postponed: Girls Soccer hosts Dakota Valley: Var-
sity at 1 p.m., JV at 2:30 p.m.

Boys Soccer at Freeman Academy, 1 p.m.

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 209 N
Main, open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 3:45-4:15 p.m.; SEAS
Mass, 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 13

Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship, 9 a.m.

United Methodist: Conde worship, 8:30 a.m.; Cof-
fee hour, 9:30 a.m.; Groton worship, 10:30 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School at 9:15 a.m., Wor-
ship Service at 10:30 a.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m., SEAS
Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 10:30-10:45
a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.;
Worship, 11 a.m.

“JUMPING AT SEVERAL SMALL
OPPORTUNITIES MAY GET US THERE
MORE QUICKLY THAN WAITING FOR

ONE BIG ONE TO COME ALONG.”
-HUGH ALLEN

Monday, Aug. 14

Senior Menu: Chicken rice casserole, mixed veg-
etables, chocolate pudding with banana, whole
wheat bread.

Boys Golf at Sioux Valley (Volga), 10 a.m.

School Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

The Pantry at Groton Community Center, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

Senior Citizens meet at the Groton Community
Center, 1 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 15

Senior Menu: Baked pork chops, creamy noodles,
California blend, apple sauce, whole wheat bread.

Girls Soccer hosts Garretson, 6 p.m.

The Pantry at Groton Community Center, 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m.

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 209 N
Main, open 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

United Methodist: Conde Ad Council

City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.

] - - .
. OPE"- Recycling Trailer in Groton
Groton Daily Independent The recycling trailer is located west of the city
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445  ghop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum
Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460 cans. © 2023 Groton Daily Independent
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At least 80 people have died from Hawaii’s wildfires. La-

The ® haina residents are regaining access to the area, though
Bu ln Gov. Josh Green warns it remains a “devastated zone.” A
daily 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew will be enforced in Lahaina

byNewsweek as the recovery process begins.
Judge Tanya Chutkan has issued a protective order in
former President Donald Trump’s election conspiracy case.
The order covers sensitive material provided to his defense
World in Brief team, including interviews with potential witnesses, and
blocks Trump from publicly sharing information contained

within those materials.

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland has appointed U.S. Attorney David Weiss to serve as special
counsel in the ongoing investigation into President Joe Biden’s son, Hunter Biden.

FTX co-founder Sam Bankman-Fried’s bail has been revoked after a judge said there is evidence of at-
tempted witness tampering in his fraud case. Bankman-Fried has been under house arrest while awaiting
the start of his trial.

The assault weapons ban signed into law after the mass shooting at Highland Park’s 2022 July 4th parade
is constitutional, the Illinois Supreme Court has ruled.

Members of ECOWAS, the bloc of West African nations, have approved armed intervention in Niger “as
soon as possible” to reinstate ousted President Mohamed Bazoum, Ivorian President Alassane Ouattara said.

The United Nations has confirmed that five of its staff members who were kidnapped in Yemen 18 months
ago have been released and are in good health.

At least 49,449 people died to suicide in the U.S. in 2022, the highest number reported since records
began, according to new data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

In the ongoing war in Ukraine, Ukrainian President Zelensky has dismissed all heads of Ukraine’s regional
military committees amid a sprawling probe into corruption related to armed forces recruitment. Mean-
while, Ukrainian officials reportedly don’t expect their pilots to be fully trained to fly U.S.-made F-16s until
the summer of 2024, according to The Washington Post..

TALKING POINTS

“The closest thing I can compare it to is, perhaps, a war zone, or maybe a bomb went off. It was cars
in the street, doors open, melted to the ground. Most structures no longer exist for blocks and blocks
of this,” Maui Mayor Richard Bissen told Good Morning America after viewing the destruction in Lahaina
caused by this week’s wildfires on Maui.

“The suffering people in the trenches of a divided country really need only surrender, which would
perhaps open the way to peace. But neither Washington nor Kyiv wants peace. America wants undivided
power and for the sake of it does not spare the bloody Ukrainian fat,” former Russian President Dmitry
Medvedey, an ally to Russian President Vladimir Putin, wrote on Telegram.

WHAT TO WATCH IN THE DAY AHEAD

The FIFA Women’s World Cup quarter-finals continue in Australia. France will play Australia in a match
scheduled to begin at 3 a.m. ET on Saturday, and England will take on Colombia a few hours later with a
match at 6:30 a.m. ET.

The Library of Congress is hosting its National Book Festival on Saturday in Washington, D.C. The event
kicks off at 9 a.m. ET at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, with some programs expected to
stream online.

Donald Trump will be traveling to the Iowa State Fair taking place on Saturday in Des Moines. The former
president is expected to arrive in the early afternoon.

This year’s Perseid meteor shower is expected to be at its most visible Saturday night and early Sunday
morning.
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Thune Slams Biden’s Outrageous Guidance on School Hunting,

Archery Programs

“By including hunter education in schools, students are given the tools to be safe and responsible hunters.”

WASHINGTON — U.S. Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) today called on the Biden administration to withdraw
its outrageous plan to block funding for elementary and secondary schools that have hunting and archery
programs. The letter condemns the administration’s misinterpretation of the Bipartisan Safer Communities
Act and its attempt to justify blocking funds for schools with certain outdoor recreation programs.

“While the administration claims to be eliminating dangerous activities, this guidance will, in fact, have
the opposite effect,” the senators wrote. "These programs provided thousands of students with the oppor-
tunity to learn proper instruction for firearm and archery safety. By including hunter education in schools,
students are given the tools to be safe and responsible hunters. It is now clearer than ever that the Biden
Administration will use the bill to attack the constitutional rights of Americans.”

The letter was led by U.S. Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and, in addition to Thune, was also signed by U.S.
Sens. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Mike Braun (R-Ind.), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Ted Cruz (R-Texas), Steve
Daines (R-Mont.), Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), Josh Hawley (R-Mo.), Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.), John Kennedy
(R-La.), Mike Lee (R-Utah), Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.), Roger Marshall (R-Kan.), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), Jim Risch
(R-Idaho), Rick Scott (R-Fla.), Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska), and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.).

According to the National Archery in the Schools Program, 1.3 million students across 9,000 schools are
enrolled in archery courses, and more than 500,000 students participate and are certified through hunter
education courses each year.

Full letter below:

Dear President Biden,

We write to express our deep concern about the Biden Administration’s attempt to use the gun control
bill passed last year to block funding for elementary and secondary schools. In April, the U.S. Department
of Education provided a guidance prohibiting Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funds
for hunter education and archery programs. Since the guidance was issued, there have been reports of
schools canceling plans to include archery or hunting education in their curriculum. We write to urge the
administration to immediately reverse this misguided decision and ensure funding for these vital programs
is not withheld.

While the administration claims to be eliminating dangerous activities, this guidance will, in fact, have
the opposite effect. These programs provided thousands of students with the opportunity to learn proper
instruction for firearm and archery safety. Over 500,000 students participate and are certified through
hunter education courses each year. Learning to safely handle firearms results in a decrease in firearm-
related injuries and accidents. In fact, hunter education programs have decreased hunting accidents by
over 50% since the program’s development over 50 years ago. By including hunter education in schools,
students are given the tools to be safe and responsible hunters.

We voted against the gun control legislation. It is now clearer than ever that the Biden Administration will
use the bill to attack the constitutional rights of Americans. Hunting and archery are strongly connected
to the traditions and heritage of America. This outrageous overreach is an attack on hunters and outdoor
recreation that must be addressed.

The Biden administration’s purposeful misinterpretation of the gun control bill is attempting to take
away valuable programs from students across the country. Hunter education and archery programs are
beneficial to students both in rural and urban areas. We call on the Biden Administration to immediately
withdraw the guidance and support these essential programs.
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Highway Patrol Sturgis Rally

Daily Information
Compiled from 6 a.m. Saturday August 5,
2023, to 6 a.m. Friday August 11, 2023

Fatal Crashes: None to report.

Injury Crashes:

At 6:51am, Thursday, US Highway 85, mile marker
12: A 2018 BMW K1600 was southbound and struck
a deer in the roadway. The driver was wearing
helmet and received serious non-life-threatening
injuries.

At 8:30am, Thursday, US Highway 85, mile marker
1: A 2016 Victory motorcycle and 2021 Harley Da-
vidson motorcycle were traveling southbound in a
group. The group slowed down and the Victory rear
ended the Harley Davidson. The driver of the Vic-
tory was not wearing a helmet and received serious
non-life-threatening injuries. The driver of the Harley
Davidson was wearing a helmet and was not injured.

At 10:33am, Thursday, South Dakota Highway 87,
mile marker 50: A 2013 Harley Davidson was travel-
ing southbound and struck an antelope. The driver
and passenger were thrown from the motorcycle.
The driver was not wearing a helmet and received
minor injuries. The passenger was wearing a helmet
and received minor injuries.

At 1:26pm, Thursday, Old Hill City Road: A 2017
Indian motorcycle was traveling eastbound, failed
to negotiate a curve, and left the roadway. The

driver was not wearing a helmet and received minor
injuries. The passenger was wearing a helmet and
received serious non-life-threatening injuries.

At 5:01pm, Thursday, Wildlife Loop Road, mile
marker 4: a 2013 Harley Davidson motorcycle was
traveling westbound, failed to negotiate a curve,
and left the roadway. The driver and passenger
were wearing helmets. The driver received minor
injuries and the passenger received serious non-
life-threatening injuries.

At 5:19pm, Thursday, US Highway 14A, mile marker
47: a 2003 Yamaha motorcycle was traveling west-
bound and lost control. The driver became sepa-
rated from the motorcycle. The driver was wearing
a helmet and received minor injuries.

At 5:22pm, Thursday, US Highway 16, mile marker
57: a 2009 Suzuki motorcycle was traveling west-
bound. A 2020 Kia Sorento was attempting to cross
westbound lanes of travel to turn eastbound on US
Highway 16. The Suzuki struck the rear taillight of
the Kia. The driver of the Suzuki was separated from
the motorcycle. The driver of the Suzuki was wearing
a helmet and received serious non-life-threatening
injuries. The driver of the Kia was wearing a seatbelt
and was not injured.

At 6:43pm, Thursday, Alkali Road near its inter-
section with 132nd Ave: a 2022 Toyota Sienna was
traveling eastbound, left the roadway, struck a sign,
and entered the south ditch. The driver was wearing
a seatbelt and received minor injuries.###

Rapid City Last Year
Item Sturgis District District Total | to Date

DUI Arrests 80 14 94 114
Misd Drug Arrests 138 50 188 117
Felony Drug Arrests 112 21 133 B8
Total Citations 713 429 1142 1069
Total Warnings 1967 1333 3300 3851
Cash Seized $2005.00 $0.00 $2005.00 $4335.00
\ehicles Seized 0 0 0 4

For Drug Poss. 0 0 0 4

For Serial No. 0 0 0
MNon-Injury Accidents 1 26 37 34
Injury Accidents 15 36 51 41
Fatal Accidents 3 0 3 3
# of Fatalities 3 0 3 3
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SDDVA Secretary Whitlock's
August Column —
There is no Time Like Fair Time!

The South Dakota State Fair always promises a great

time for all that attend. Soutly Deabott; A )
.. . TME ~ : N m.:
Our State Fair is truly unlike any other. Where else HEPRAEV TR - i A

can you inhale a huge plate of fried food while walking VETE R AN s
toward the carnival rides, or have a corn dog for your

main entree and funnel cake for dessert? Where else AF FAI Rs
can you get anything fried on a stick, visit a car show,

Greg Whitlock,
Secretary
South Dakota

tractor show, goat tying, arm wrestling, and play arcade Piiees for Peltreans Department of
games all within a few blocks of each other? Where else el =/ Veterans Affairs

can you have the chance to meet and take photos with
celebrities and political candidates? Where else can you shop, learn, and connect with old friends while
tracking five miles on your walk app? The list goes on and so does the fun!

The State Fair also provides great opportunities for veterans. We may not be serving up fried pickles,
cotton candy, kettle corn, or turkey legs, but we'll be manning booth 5A in the Expo Building for all five
days of the Fair. Our team of experts will be prepared to answer veteran’s questions on disability, com-
pensation, healthcare, long term care, home loans, rehabilitation and education, employment and training
programs, pension, and death benefits. Our booth will also be manned by veterans who had boots on the
ground and continue to serve in many ways as they focus on enhancing the lives of their fellow veterans.
We're just a stone’s throw away from the midway. Our team will be available from 9:00 am — 8:00 pm on
Thursday through Sunday and 9:00 am — 5:00 pm on Monday.

The State Fair will present a “salute to veterans” on Thursday, August 31. The day affords all veterans
free gate admission and a recognition program that starts at 10:30 am.

Fairgoers are encouraged to wear “red” to “"Remember Everyone Deployed” on Friday, September 1, in
support of our deployed troops. Meet us at the Northwestern Energy Freedom Stage at 1:30 pm for group
photo of all those donning the “red”.

A trip to the state fair is a tradition families have passed on from generation to generation.

Hope to see you there! I'll be in the food court!

Greg Whitlock, Secretary
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs
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BROWN COUNTY
BROWN COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING TUESDAY
August 15, 2023, 8:45 A.M.

COMMISSIONER’S CHAMBERS, COURTHOUSE ANNEX - 25 MARKET STREET, ABERDEEN SD

Call To Order - Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Opportunity for Public Comment
First Reading of Ordinances:
a. #251 - Rezone
b. #252 - Rezone
c. #253 - Rezone
d. #254 —Rezone
Approve & Authorize Chairman to sign MOU for 2023 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) between City of
Aberdeen and Brown County
Approve New Dive Team Member
Consent Calendar
a. Approval of General Meeting Minutes from August 8, 2023

b. Claims/Payroll

c. HR Report

d. Lease Agreement

e. Claim Assignment

f. Lottery Permit — Aberdeen Area Veterans

g. Travel Requests

h. Plats for Aberdeen City Zoning regarding Tax Deed Properties
8. Other Business
9. Executive Session (if requested per SDCL 1-25-2)
10. Adjourn

Brown County Commission Meeting
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/BrCoCommission
You can also dial in using your phone. United States: +1 (872) 240-3311
Access Code: 601-168-909 #
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts: https://meet.goto.com/install

Public comment provides an opportunity for the public to address the county commission - Presentations may not exceed 3 minutes.
Public comment will be limited to 10 minutes (or at the discretion of the board)
Public comment will be accepted virtually when the virtual attendance option is available.
Official Recordings of Commission Meetings along with the Minutes can be found at https://www.brown.sd.us/node/454
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GROTON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 06-6
2023-2024 Groton Area School District Back to School Information

Groton Area School District 06-6 — “Mission Statement”

Each school will foster a school climate conducive to learning by encouraging good behavior and citizenship, good
attendance, a thirst for knowledge, and high academic standards. Teachers will employ strategies and approaches to
instruction to meet the needs of all children assigned to them. With proper motivation and instruction, all children can
learn!

Teacher Qualifications
All teachers of core academic subjects must hold at least a bachelor’s degree, have full state certification, and

demonstrate knowledge in the core academic subject they teach. For information regarding the qualifications of your
child’s teachers, you may contact the superintendent’s office at 397-2351.

Registration and Schedule Changes

Anyone new to the District should contact the respective building principal(s) as soon as possible. Middle School and
High School Schedule changes can be made on Thursday, August 17, 2023 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.

Dual Credit Computer Check-Out
Students enrolled in dual credit courses for the fall may check out their computers for the year on Wednesday, August

16, 2023 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Students must have the appropriate paperwork completed prior to being issued
their device.

School Supply Lists

Students’ school supply lists for the elementary school (preschool — grade 5) are posted on the District’s web site at
www.grotonarea.com under the District Info Heading. Students in the middle school (grades 6-8) will be required to
have the same color notebook, folder, and book cover for each class. Math will be green; English, blue; reading, red;
science, purple; and social studies, black. The students can choose their own colors for PE, art, health, and computer
classes.

6" Grade Welcome Walk — Monday, August 21, 2023
Groton Area Middle School is hosting a 6™ Grade Welcome Walk on Monday, August 21, 2023 from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM.
Students and their parents are invited to come get a class schedule and other important information from the school

office, find the student locker and classrooms, and begin to learn the new building.

Tablet PCs or Ipads Issued to All Students
Prior to being issued their tablet PC, students and their parents must sign and return the following documents: Laptop

Computer Protection Agreement, the Student Pledge, E-mail Acceptable Use Agreement, the Groton Area School District
Network/Internet agreement, and the Parental Consent to Publish Student Photos/Work. Required forms can be picked
up in the School Office or will be sent home with students on the first day of classes.

First Day of School — Wednesday, August 23

The first day of school is on Wednesday, August 23. Buses will run and school lunch will be served. Each route driver
will contact parents to confirm bus arrival times. Other bus route questions may be referred to Transportation Director,
Damian Bahr, at (605) 397-8117. The GRASP (OST) program at the elementary school will be available on the first day of
school.
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Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten

The District offers all-day, every day kindergarten classes. Children may enter kindergarten if they are 5 years of age on
or before September 1 of the year in which they are to enter school. The District offers a junior kindergarten program
each day from 12:15PM — 3:22 PM for students that are eligible to attend kindergarten, but are not quite ready for
kindergarten. Students enrolling in first grade must be 6 years of age on or before September 1 of that school year.

Non-Resident Enroliment

For out-of-district students, applications to open enroll may be accepted throughout the school year. Applications are
available from any school district administrative office. All open enrollment requests and related questions should be
referred to school superintendent, Joe Schwan, at (605) 397-2351.

2023-2024 School Hours
Groton Area Elementary 8:15 AM Arrival Time (Supervision)
8:21 AM —3:22 PM Classes in Session

Groton Area MS/HS 8:25 AM First Bell
8:30 AM—3:30 PM Classes in Session

GRASP (OST) Program

The GRASP program services children in junior kindergarten through grade five with before and after-school homework
help, supervised learning activities, and snacks. The GRASP program will be held in the Groton Area Elementary School

from 7:00 AM - 8:00 AM and 3:22 PM — 6:00 PM each day that school is in session. Rates are $3.00 per hour, per child.

Any OST questions or registrations may be directed to Elementary Principal, Mr. Brett Schwan, at (605) 397-2317.

K-12 Breakfast and Lunch Program

The Groton Area School District participates in the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program.
Guidelines for 2023-2024 applications for free and reduced priced meals will be mailed out the week of August 14,
2023. Parents are encouraged to apply for free and reduced priced meals if there is a possibility they may qualify.

The school provides breakfast and lunch for all students each day school is in session. All meals are on a cash basis (i.e.
pay as you go), while recognizing the provisions for free and reduced price meals. Prices are as follows:

Groton Area Elementary:
Daily Breakfast $2.50
Daily Lunch $3.25

Prices for second servings at the elementary are $1.00.

Groton Area Middle School/High School:
Daily Breakfast $3.00
Daily Lunch $3.75

Prices for second servings at the middle/high school are $1.25.

Activity Tickets

Activity tickets are intended to admit all students to regularly scheduled home activities or events, with about the only
exceptions being tournaments and the Pops Concert. Students in grades 1-5 may purchase an activity ticket, if they
wish. All students who participate in activities for which an activity stipend is paid are required to purchase an activity
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ticket as a condition of participation since they are the primary beneficiaries of the activity programs. For example, staff
activity stipends include: all sports, marching band, forensics, cheerleading, drama, oral interp, DI, FFA, FCCLA, FBLA etc.

Activity Ticket prices for 2023-2024 are as follows:

Grades 1-5 $25.00
Grades 6-12 $30.00
Adults $45 (10 events)

Adults — All Events $75.00

Admission Prices:
Adults = $5.00; $6.00 for double headers
Students, Grades 1-12 = $4.00

School Cancellations

All school cancellations or early dismissals due to inclement weather or emergencies will be sent out via the Apptegy
Messenger System. Within minutes, Apptegy automatically sends a pre-recorded message to every recipient on a
selected list. Parents will be asked to provide phone numbers and e-mail addresses (when available) to the school so
that a selected calling list can be created. Emergency cancellations will be broadcast over TV stations KSFY, KDLT, and
KELO as well as the District Facebook page and website, www.grotonarea.com, and by push notifications on the District
app (Groton Area Tigers, SD).

Groton Area Tigers, SD Mobile App

The Groton Area School District has a mobile application available for both Apple and Android devices. Search “Groton
Area Tigers, SD” in your app store and download the free app. Be sure to set up the app to allow push notifications to
receive timely and important updates from your child’s school. The app includes event calendars, athletics schedules,
staff contacts, school menus, access to up-to-date news and information and access to archived documents.

Immunization Requirements (SDCL 13-28-7.1)

State law requires that any pupil entering school or an early childhood program in the state shall, prior to admission, be
required to present the appropriate school authorities certification from a licensed physician that the new child has
received or is in the process of receiving adequate immunization against poliomyelitis, diphtheria, pertussis, rubeola,
rubella, mumps, tetanus, and varicella, according to recommendations provided by the Department of Health. The
Department of Health may modify or delete any of the required immunizations. As an alternative to the requirement
for a physician’s certification, the pupil may present:

1) Certificate from a licensed physician stating the physical condition of the child would be such that
immunization would endanger the child’s life or health; or

2) A written statement signed by one parent or guardian that the child is adherent to a religious doctrine
whose teachings are opposed to such immunization; or

3) A written statement signed by one parent or guardian requesting that the local health department give the
immunization because the parents or guardians lack the means to pay for such immunization.

Students enrolling in 6™ grade are required to get one dose of Tetanus, Diptheria, Pertussis (Tdap) vaccine and one does
of Meningococcal vaccine on or after their 11" birthday.

Harassment and Bullying Policies
The district has harassment & bullying policies in place in both buildings. Bullying among students can be defined as
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intentional, repeated hurtful acts, words or other behavior, such as name-calling, threatening and/or shunning
committed by one or more students against another. This definition also includes “cyber-bullying” which is the sending
or posting of cruel or harmful texts or images using the Internet or other digital media such as cell phones, etc. For a
complete copy of the district’s harassment or bullying policy, please contact the building principal.

Grievance Procedure

In an effort to maintain effective communications, if you have a particular concern about your child’s progress or about
what is happening on the bus, at school, in a class or activity, first discuss it with the driver, teacher, or director of the
activity. If your concern or grievance remains unresolved at that level, or if there is a need to share your concern,
contact the principal in charge of the school in which your child attends. If the concern/grievance remains unresolved at
that level, contact the superintendent. If school policy is at issue or if the concern grievance remains unresolved, you
may request that the superintendent include the subject on the school board meeting agenda. To maintain
confidentiality, student matters may be confined to an “executive session” with the Board and administration.

Complaint Policy for Federal Programs and Homelessness Policy

A parent, student, employee, or district stakeholder who has a complaint regarding the use of federal funds and is
unable to solve the issue, may address the complaint in writing to the district’s superintendent. Disputes addressing the
enrollment, transportation, and other barriers to the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness are
also addressed under this procedure. For a copy of the complete policy, contact the school superintendent or refer to
the District web site.

Child Find

Parents or guardians are to be informed that the Groton Area School District 06-6 continuously conducts a “Child Find”
search to identify and evaluate District children ages 0-21, with special education needs. Persons who know of a child
with un-served education needs may refer the child, by name, to the appropriate building principal. With the parent or
guardian’s consent, an evaluation will be made. After the evaluation has been completed, a placement committee will
meet with the parent or guardian to determine if special assistance is needed.

Title |

The federal government provides funding to states each year for Title | services. The goal of Title | is to provide extra
help in math and reading for eligible students. Students are selected for the program based on information provided by
classroom teachers, parents, and achievement test results. Title | services in our district are provided to students in
grades K-5, with a strong emphasis on students in grades K-3.

Title | Right to Know — Teacher Certification

As a parent or guardian of a student attending a school that is receiving Federal Title | dollars (Groton Area Elementary),
you have the right to know the professional qualifications of the teacher(s) and instructional paraprofessionals who
instruct your child. We are happy to provide this information to you. At any time, you may ask:

1. Whether the teacher met state qualifications and certification requirements for the grade level and subject he/she is
teaching; 2. Whether the teacher received an emergency or conditional certificate through which state qualifications
were waived, and; 3. What undergraduate or graduate degrees the teacher holds, including graduate certificates and
additional degrees, and major(s) or area(s) of concentration.

You may also ask whether your child receives help from a paraprofessional. If your child receives this assistance, we can
provide you with information about the paraprofessional’s qualifications.
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Federal Compliance Notice

Students, their parents, and employees of the Groton Area School District #06-6 are hereby notified that this school
district does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, national origin, color, age, disability or religion in employment
practices and educational activities. To ensure compliance with Section 427 of GEPA, effective steps shall be taken to
remove potential barriers so as to ensure equity of access and participation in grant programs and to achieve high
standards. Any person having inquiries concerning compliance or application of Title VI, Affirmative Action, Title IX,
Section 504, and the Americans with Disabilities Act is directed to contact Federal Program compliance coordinator, Joe
Schwan, Superintendent, Groton Area School District 06-6, Phone 397-2351 or, Department of Education, Civil Rights
Office, 8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2037, Kansas City, MO 64114; Phone: (816) 268-0550; TTD (800) 4370-0833; FAX:
(816) 823-1404; Web link: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html?src=mr

FERPA Notification of Rights
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students who are 18 years of age or older
("eligible students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records. These rights are:

1. The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days after the day the Groton Area
School District receives a request for access.
Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal a written request that identifies the
records they wish to inspect. The school official will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or
eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

2. Theright to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student
believes are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA.

Parents or eligible students who wish to ask the Groton Area School District to amend a record should write
the school principal, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it should be
changed. If the school decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the
school will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and of their right to a hearing regarding the
request for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the
parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.

3. The right to provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable information (PIl) from
the student's education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.

One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate
educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the school as an administrator, supervisor,
instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel)
or a person serving on the school board. A school official also may include a volunteer or contractor outside
of the school who performs an institutional service of function for which the school would otherwise use its
own employees and who is under the direct control of the school with respect to the use and maintenance
of Pll from education records, such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist; a parent or
student volunteering to serve on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee; or a
parent, student, or other volunteer assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks. A school
official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to
fulfill his or her professional responsibility.

Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district
in which a student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled if the disclosure is for purposes of the
student’s enrollment or transfer.
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4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the Groton
Area School District to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the Office that
administers FERPA are:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Student Directory Information

The Groton Area School District routinely discloses names, addresses, and telephone numbers to the South Dakota
Board of Regents, South Dakota Technical Institutions, and upon request, to military recruiters, subject to a parent’s or
eligible student’s request not to disclose such information without written consent. Parents or eligible students who
wish to opt-out of the disclosure of this information may contact the school office for the appropriate document or may
obtain it here: https://bit.ly/3fFyC58

Notice of Nondiscrimination

Applicants for admission and employment, students, parents, employees, and all professional organizations holding
negotiated agreements or professional agreements with the school district are hereby notified that this district does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, age, gender, disability, national origin, or ancestry in admission
or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and activities.

Section 504

Section 504 is the part of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that applies to persons with disabilities. Section 504 is a civil
rights act that protects the civil and constitutional rights of persons with disabilities. It states that no person with a
disability can be excluded from or denied benefits of any program receiving federal financial assistance. Section 504 and
special education are two separate services.

Notification of Asbestos in School Building(s)

In compliance with the Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools Rule, the Groton Area School District had its school
buildings inspected on 1/24/2023 by an asbestos inspector, accredited by the state of South Dakota. During that
inspection, areas of suspected asbestos (ACBM) were identified and inspected. The Groton Area School District has an
Asbestos Management Plan which provides information on the periodic monitoring of the condition of asbestos (ACBM)
remaining in the school buildings. Anyone that would like to see the Asbestos Management Plan can contact a building
principal or superintendent.
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Drought Classification
None D2 (Severe Drought) LI (Exceptional Drought)
DO (Abnormally Dry) ] D3 (Extreme Drought) O Mo Data

D1 (Moderate Drought)

Drought Monitor

August 8 August 1

Above normal precipitation since the beginning of July and a lack of support from the long-term indica-
tors led to a 1-category improvement to west-central Nebraska and bordering areas of Kansas. Recent
beneficial precipitation also resulted in improving conditions across parts of the Dakotas and Wyoming.
Short-term drought was expanded across northeast North Dakota which remained to the north of the

storm track. The lack of Monsoon rainfall this summer resulted in the addition of short-term drought to
southwestern Colorado.
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Today's AAA
National Average

$3.846

Price as of
8/12/23

Today's AAA
South Dakota Avg.

$3.805 -

Price as of
8i12/23

Today's AAA
National Average

$3.831 -

Price as of
8/5/23

Today's AAA
South Dakota Avg.

$3.801 ~

Price as of
8/5/23

South Dakota Average Gas Prices

Current Avg.
Yesterday Avg.
Week Ago Avg.
Month Ago Avg.
Year Ago Avg.

Regular Mid-Grade

$3.805 $3.958

$3.805 $3.964

$3.801 $3.943

$3.489 $3.646

$3.987 $4.160
This Week

Two Weeks Ago

Premium
$4.425
$4.417
$4.409
$4.137
$4.649

Diesel

$4.076
$4.039
$3.997
$3.670
$4.862

County Retail Prices

B 4.259 to 3.989
I 3.988 to 3.802
[ 13801103736
I 3.735 t0 3.652
B 3651 to 3.556

1 No Data
Available

County average gas
prices are updated
daily to reflect changes
in price. For metro
averages, click here.

County Retail Prices

I 4.259 to 3.959
I 3.958 to 3.794
] 3.793 to 3699
I 3.698 to 3.649
B 3648 to 3.513

County average gas
prices are updated
daily to reflect changes
in price. For metro
averages, click here.

W



Groton Datly Independent

Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023 ~ Vol. 32 - No. 049 ~ 15 of 82

T

Only one vendor table left after Thursday evening thunderstorms rained out Main Streets
Family Fun Night and Fire Department Summer Splash. (Courtesy Photo Bruce Babcock)

Mickey and Minnie Mouse were ready for the
start of the Family Fun Night in downtown Gro-
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SOUTH DAKOTA SEARCHLIGHT

https://southdakotasearchlight.com

Huron power struggle sets precedent
for rural electric co-ops across US

Dakota Energy wanted out of contract for better deal, but 8th Circuit said no
BY: JOHN HULT - AUGUST 11, 2023 3:30 PM

In 2019, some board members of the rural electric cooperative Dakota Energy wanted to find out if they
could get a better deal for wholesale power on the private market.

Rates, and electric bills by extension, had doubled in 15 years for the 2,300 member-owners who pay
the Huron-based co-op for electrical service. Wholesale costs soaked up 70% of the Dakota Energy bud-
get — significantly more than decades past.

But there was a problem. Dakota Energy, which doesn’t generate any of its own electricity, was under
contract to buy power exclusively from a co-op named East River Electric until 2075.

Madison-based East River gets power from the Oahe Dam and buys power from a co-op named Basin
Electric, headquartered in Bismarck. The Dakota Energy leadership in 2019 felt both partners had too
much debt and offered too little predictability on rates.

A for-profit Colorado company called Guzman Energy had offered to buy out Dakota Energy’s contract
with East River in exchange for the chance to sell Dakota Energy power at a lower market rate.

East River refused to give a buyout number.

The dispute bubbled into a yearslong legal battle over the rights of ratepayers and the contractual ob-
ligations of nonprofit co-ops.

Dakota Energy sued East River, and later some of Dakota Energy’s own member-owners who'd sought
to force a vote to shut down the Guzman deal.

East River pushed the case into federal court.

Basin Electric signed on to countersue.

Lawyers for Guzman got involved. A coalition of co-ops did, too.

A town hall was held, radio ads appeared, statements were released and letters to the editor were
submitted.

East River set up a website called “Keep Our Co-op."

Some of Dakota Energy’s member-owners, even now, feel that their local co-op leadership conspired to
upend a long-term relationship with East River.

Bill Folk, one of the Dakota Energy member-owners the co-op sued, said he and many others learned
about the Guzman talks on television news.

“They planted a bunch of stuff in the paper,” Folk said. “"They started running down the manager of East
River, printing his salary and everything and saying he was mismanaging things. But this had nothing to
do with him. The guy from East River is a good person. It was just totally wrong what they were doing.”

A decision with big implications

Last spring and summer, the courts made the call: East River was not obligated to offer a buyout number,
and Dakota Energy is legally obligated to stick with East River until 2075.

The 8th Circuit Court of Appeals cast the final die last month when it affirmed a spring 2022 decision
saying so, issued by a Sioux Falls judge and appealed by Dakota Energy.

The decision settled the dispute, but it also created a legal precedent likely to have ripple effects for the

SDS
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electric co-ops that serve rural Americans from coast to coast.

For Dakota Energy, its loss before the three-judge panel means it can't try to save its member-owners
money by breaking its contract for what it saw as a better deal.

“We are disappointed that the ruling ties our hands and prevents us from finding ways to bring real cost
savings to our members,” said Chase Binger, Dakota Energy board president, “but it is clear to the board
that it is time to end the lawsuit. Dakota Energy will remain a full and active member of East River.”

For co-ops with contracts similar to Dakota Energy’s, particularly those within the 8th Circuit, the ruling
means they needn’t bother looking into a buyout.

“Outside of the Eighth Circuit, it is yet to be seen how influential the decision will be,” Guzman Chief
Commercial Officer Robin Lunt said in written answers to South Dakota Searchlight.

Unlike investor-owned utilities like Xcel Energy, electric co-ops aren't required to submit rate hikes for
review by public utilities commissions. Instead, elected board members for generation and transmission
co-ops like East River set rates. “Profits” from a co-op are meant to be returned to member-owners.

The contracts and lack of oversight can create an unfair situation for distribution co-ops like Dakota
Energy, Lunt said.

Lunt said that if co-ops like East River are not “regulated by government oversight, disciplined through
competition and do not actually adhere to the ‘open and voluntary membership’ code of cooperative
membership, distribution cooperatives risk being left behind in a time of energy transition. This can lead
to a very troubling place.”

East River and its backers, however, see the ruling as a win for the cooperative concept that made rural
electrification possible in the first place.

A loss, they say, would have enabled smaller co-ops partnered with larger ones all across the nation
to follow Dakota Energy’s lead and jump ship, potentially whittling away buying power and reliability for
those left behind.

“The affirmation of this contract is a foundational piece of the future of the co-ops,” said Jeff Nelson,
who worked for East River for 40 years before retiring in 2014. “Is it huge? I think it is absolutely huge. If
you believe that scope and scale is important to your future, you can't attack the critical mass of that by
saying ‘we just want to leave and nobody else will.”

Contract disputes part of co-op history

Long-term contracts are almost as defining a feature of co-ops as profit-sharing. Lengthy contracts that
guarantee a steady flow of cash are used in the absence of a profit history to secure loans for multi-million
dollar system investments.

“Co-ops, if you want to serve rural areas, are always high-debt, high-capital needs operations,” Nelson
said.

It's an operational model that emerged in 1936, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed legislation
enabling the creation of cooperatives. The law was meant to address the challenging economics of get-
ting electricity to places like rural South Dakota, where energy companies don’t see enough customers
to justify the cost of power lines and substations. The mechanism for electric service delivery was the
extension of low-interest loans, backed by the security of co-ops’ shared commitment to servicing debts.

The first co-op in South Dakota was founded in 1937.

Dakota Energy was built through that co-op system. In 1949, the two co-ops that would later merge to
form Dakota Energy were founding members of East River, which now sends power across its transmis-
sion lines to 23 small co-ops and one city in eastern South Dakota.

East River was formed to boost its members’ bargaining power as the federal government began to allocate
energy from the hydroelectric facilities being built on the Missouri River through the 1950s, Nelson said.

That power began to flow in earnest in the early 1960s, he said, but the co-ops already knew they'd
need more. That’s where Basin Electric came in. That co-op was formed in 1961 to get low-interest loans
on coal plants whose output could offer supplemental power.

The system made electrification possible for rural South Dakota, Nelson said, but the long-term contracts
haven't always been popular. In addition to pricing concerns, modern co-ops are increasingly focused on
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renewable energy, as are their investor-owned counterparts. The Biden administration included $9.7 billion
in the Inflation Reduction Act to help co-ops move away from coal-fired power.

Basin Electric has already indicated an interest in applying for some of that money. Smaller co-ops might
also have a shot at some funding, depending on how current contract provisions and contract renegotia-
tion talks play out for them individually.

Some rural co-ops have expressed concern that their contracts might lock them into dirtier fuel, even
as other utilities shift to greener sources.

The Dakota Energy situation didn't focus heavily on a better mix of renewables through a shift to Guz-
man, though it was noted as a potential benefit. Aside from that aspect of the discussions, the rift shares
many of the same features as the disputes that arose historically in South Dakota each time a smaller
co-op reworked its contracts. Dakota Energy did that in 1995 and 2015, just as other co-op partners of
East River have on multiple occasions over the years.

"I would sometimes describe it as a long-term marriage where every 10 years, you get your marriage
license out and have an opportunity for both parties to tell the other all the things they don't like about
why theyre married,” Nelson said.

Contracts, debt, free market factor into dispute

In the past, Nelson said, East River had always been able to resolve issues about debt, contract length
and maneuverability during those negotiations.

For Dakota Energy, the possibility of a Guzman buyout came at a time of not just higher energy costs,
but during a period of financial losses for a Basin Electric-owned coal gasification plant that operates as
a separate, for-profit entity.

Binger, the Dakota Energy board president, was among the leaders who saw the plant as a drag on East
River and its 24 partners.

A move away from East River would benefit the cooperative, Binger said during a recorded town hall
meeting in spring 2021. The meeting was meant to make the case for the lawsuit against East River, which
had commenced the previous fall.

“We believe there are better and more flexible options out there,” Binger said during the town hall.

At that same meeting, Dakota Energy CEO Chad Felderman pointed to the gasification plant’s financial
losses as proof that his co-op was “paying more than our share.”

Guzman officials at the town hall pointed to lower electric bills for the member-owners of a New Mexico
co-op called Kit Carson, which successfully separated from its nonprofit power supplier and signed on
with Guzman.

Guzman was offering 10- to 15-year fixed rates for power, which Binger said was as appealing as lower
market costs for power because the fixed rates would offer protection against future rate hikes.

Binger said East River’s rate hikes through 2019, the debt load, the possibility of savings and moves by
other co-ops in the western U.S. motivated the discussion.

“I mean, when you're looking at those losses being bled up there to begin with, it was a huge thing,”
Binger said.

East River has consistently claimed that the departure of Dakota Energy, whose payments represent
4-5% of its budget, would saddle other co-ops with the remaining costs.

Binger said that argument wouldn't hold water if Dakota Energy had been allowed to buy out the contract.

“We would have paid our fair share out,” Binger said. “Us leaving would not have hurt the other co-ops.”

The 8th Circuit loss shut down a Guzman deal. A similar decision out of South Carolina in 2022 ruled
against a buyout demand from a co-op in that state called Marlboro Electric Cooperative. It came around
the same time Dakota Energy lost in U.S. District Court in South Dakota, setting up the 8th Circuit appeal.

But Binger noted that those rulings aren't the only approach to co-op contract buyouts.

Last fall, an administrative law judge with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) endorsed
a methodology for calculating buyouts in a dispute between United Power and Tri-State in Colorado — a
state outside the jurisdiction of the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals. That decision cleared a path for the pro-
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duction of buyout prices for Tri-State’s co-op partners.

Those buyout numbers are key to informed decision-making by rural co-ops, Guzman executive Lunt said.

In the absence of a buyout price from East River, she said, a final number for savings to Dakota Energy
ratepayers was never produced. A letter of intent signed by Dakota Energy, she said, aimed for a 15%
reduction in homeowner electric bills — a figure Lunt said is supported by the experience of Kit Carson in
New Mexico and the Delta-Montrose Electric Association in Colorado.

“The pursuit of cheaper wholesale power is sadly a move that (Dakota Energy) member-owners have
been denied,” Lunt said.

East River: Rates competitive, gas plant beneficial

East River's anti-Guzman website says East River’s rates are competitive in the region, have declined
for three years in a row — a trend that began shortly after Dakota Energy filed suit — and that it expects
prices to hold steady in the near term.

The same website also pointed to additional market fees attached to Kit Carson bills, essentially arguing
that the proposed deal in South Dakota wouldn't return the promised results.

As to the gasification plant, East River spokesman Chris Studer told South Dakota Searchlight it has
returned to a stable financial condition. It produces agricultural chemicals and gas derived from coal, and
Studer said those operations have been profitable for the past few years.

“When Dakota Gasification does well, that comes over to Basin Electric and helps us keep our rates
lower. When natural gas prices are low, Dakota Gasification can be a drain on Basin Electric’s financials.”

Regarding the buyout number, Studer said the ever-changing energy market makes it incredibly difficult
to guess what a co-op’s obligation might look like decades into the future.

“The trouble that you have when you go down that road is ‘what’s a fair buyout price?’ Electricity is
moving all over the place every single day,” Studer said.

A buyout number also would have sparked potentially lengthy negotiations, he said, which he argues
would have distracted both East River and Dakota Energy from serving member-owners.

Nelson, the former head of East River, sides with his former employer in the Dakota Energy dispute.

But he also said he understands the appeal of Guzman'’s offer.

“The people at Guzman are smart people,” Nelson said. "They've demonstrated that they can do what
they promise to do. But they can only tell you their own perspective.”

Moving forward

The 8th Circuit ruling ensures Dakota Energy and East River will remain partners for decades to come,
but the impact of the heated dispute might have a long tail.

This month, Dakota Energy will hold an election for its board of directors. Bill Folk and his wife, Twyla,
who was also sued for trying to push an anti-Guzman vote, are among those who'd like to see three new
board members elected who will change Dakota Energy’s bylaws to prevent a departure from East River
without a member vote.

“We're worried that they have not told us the truth in the past,” said Twyla Folk, who has penned mul-
tiple letters to the Huron Plainsman newspaper decrying the Guzman talks. “"And maybe we need new
members in there that will tell us what'’s going on.”

Binger would like to see the opposite — a board willing to update the bylaws in a way that makes clear
that the Huron co-op has the right to look for a better deal.

The court ruling was a disappointment, Binger said, but he hopes that opening up the questions of in-
dependence and freedom of movement for local co-ops will produce future contract renegotiations that
end with more options for Dakota Energy.

If solar and wind power become more available in the area, for example, Binger would like Dakota Energy
to have a chance at buying some of it.

“With our contract right now, we can do nothing but buy power from Basin and East River,” he said.

John is the senior reporter for South Dakota Searchlight. He has more than 15 years experience covering criminal
Justice, the environment and public affairs in South Dakota, including more than a decade at the Sioux falls Argus
Leader.
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‘I want to speak life into people’: State takes all-in approach to

suicide prevention
Second day of conference focuses on affirmation, intervention, support
BY: JOHN HULT - FRIDAY AUGUST 11, 2023 4:19 PM

SIOUX FALLS — Roslyn Ward lost her 35-year-old son to suicide last October.

The loss turned the Lemmon mother into an advocate for suicide prevention, and she founded an orga-
nization called “Hope ... Your Life Matters.”

Ward was on hand Friday in Sioux Falls for the South Dakota Suicide Prevention Conference to gather
ideas, inspiration and information she can take back to her small town on the North Dakota border.

At this point, she takes calls from families, tells her story and encourages others to learn more about
how to talk about suicide. The group has partnered with Three Rivers Mental Health in Lemmon. Ward
has held raffles to support Three Rivers, and the organization has helped her craft and deliver suicide
prevention materials and bring in speakers.

But Ward’s go-to move when she meets someone isn't to lead with statistics or strategy. Instead, if
theyre willing, she takes their hand, slides a rubber “Hope” band around their wrist and starts to speak.

"I look them in the eye and I tell them, ‘This is in remembrance of my son, who died by suicide. He had
the kindest heart. And I know that he would like you to know that you are amazing, that you're good and
that your life matters. What you do matters. And always, always remember that we all have a purpose
and a reason to live. Never forget that ever,”” Ward said. “That’s what I do. Because I want to speak life
into people.”

More partners in more places

People like Ward who speak words like that are key players in the state of South Dakota’s approach to
suicide prevention.

At this point, the strategy could be described as everything, everywhere all at once.

Crisis response centers, training in and outside state organizations, and mobile crisis outreach have ramped
up since 2020, but recent efforts have drawn on people and groups outside the mental health profession:

The Department of Social Services now trains its frontline economic assistance staff in crisis first aid.
The eight-hour trainings include talk of suicide resources and role playing to help frontline workers respond
when a Medicaid or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program applicant shows signs of crisis.

The DSS and state Department of Health offer the same training to Emergency Medical Technicians and
law enforcement, especially in rural areas where EMTs or police might be the first to respond to a cry for
help.

The agencies aim to boost peer-to-peer support by educating young people and others on what to ask
or say to prop up their peers in times of heed — and on who to call in their area if things get out of hand.

The 988 suicide hotline, used by thousands of South Dakotans since launching last year, will soon get a
boost from a grant to train counselors in culturally relevant approaches to helping Native American callers.

It’s all part of a multi-pronged approach built on the notion that suicide prevention — and mental well-
ness in general — can't be tackled effectively by counselors and state employees alone, said Matt Althoff,
South Dakota’s DSS secretary.

“What we're after is the salvation of lives,” Althoff said. “There are absolutely different ways to get to
all of those lives.”

‘Notes to Self’

A new marketing campaign called “Notes to Self,” revealed by Althoff on the second day of the suicide
prevention conference, leans in to the notion that everyone has a role in suicide prevention and mental
wellness.

The campaign’s taglines, “you matter — no matter what,” “you belong here,” or “you matter to someone’s
mental health,” all tie to that premise. The ads and educational materials offer basic guides for deeds,
words and habits that help people stay aware of their emotions, triggers and needs.

77\
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Althoff presented a television ad Friday that followed a farmer moving though his day, finding notes of
affirmation along the way. He first sees one on the coffee pot in an empty kitchen early in the morning.
He grabs his coffee and heads out to his tractor. The video cuts away to a shot of the farmer in the cab,
where he opens his lunchbox to see a note that reads “we're proud of you.”

The ads are meant to be an entry point to a DSS Behavioral Health toolkit. Beyond affirmations, the
tools for educators and the public include postcard-sized forms to create gratitude lists or lists of people
to call for support, exercises on how to verbalize and manage grief and advice on how to create “code
words” for children to use in a call or text if they feel unsafe. A “circles of control” postcard encourages
people to list their stressors and sort them into things that can be controlled, influenced or not controlled
by the person writing the list.

“It's a way of saying ‘let’s talk about our mental health in a way that’s supportive,” said Tiffany Wolfgang,
head of behavioral health for the DSS. “"We wanted to talk to people before they're in crisis.”

Speaker: Outreach, affirmation save lives

Friday’s keynote speaker, Kevin Hines, preached the gospel of support and outreach just after Althoff’s
presentation. Hines jumped off the Golden Gate Bridge at age 19. Today, nearly 23 years later, he’s become
a suicide prevention advocate, author and speaker.

Wandering through the crowd with a wireless microphone, in a T-shirt that read “Be Here Tomorrow,”
Hines said the courage to show concern can save lives.

“Are you OK? Is something wrong? Can I help?” Hines said. "They were the words I desperately needed
to hear the day I found myself standing on top of that bridge, believing beyond a shadow of a doubt that
I had not one other course of action but to die by these two hands from lethal, emotional pain.”

Against the odds, Hines survived. Doctors and paramedics told him they’d never pulled a living person
from the water below the bridge after a jump.

He still struggles with suicidal thoughts, he said, but the statistical rarity of his survival prompted a pledge
“to never die by my hands.” When suicidal thoughts come, he finds a mirror and says the same thing.

The crowd joined him in repeating an affirmation.

“My thoughts (my thoughts!) do not (do not!) have to become (have to become!) my actions (my actions).
They can simply be (they can simply be) my thoughts (my thoughts).”

Hope for all-hands approach

Wolfgang’s voice cracked with emotion as she took the microphone after Hines” motivational stemwinder.
The behavioral health director, noting the value Hines placed on hearing affirmations, encouraged attend-
ees to fill out one of the “You matter no matter what” postcards on the tables to be distributed around
the state.

“Be that someone to care for someone else,” Wolfgang said moments before closing the conference at
noon on Friday. “Write a note to someone. Leave it in a box. Inmates, kids in care, individuals in a psy-
chiatric unit — they need to know someone cares.”

The needs are great in South Dakota. Suicide rates have grown faster in the state than elsewhere in
the country, and the issue is more pronounced in Native American communities. The number of students
experiencing bouts of depression and seriously pondering suicide have jumped alongside that growth.

The day before Hines’ talk, Wolfgang and Althoff told South Dakota Searchlight that the recent past and
the widening net of mental health resources offer reasons to be optimistic.

Crisis units meant to house and stabilize people in the short-term have proliferated. Pivot Point opened
in Rapid City last month. Avera St. Luke’s in Aberdeen is adding five crisis beds to its existing 10-bed
mental health unit. Lewis and Clark Behavioral Services in Yankton is adding beds to its facilities for the
Same purpose.

The DSS officials also pointed to mobile crisis teams, which have been available for a decade in Sioux
Falls and are now accessible in some form across dozens of South Dakota counties. In rural areas, law
enforcement can reach a crisis counselor via telehealth during a mental wellness call.

A fact sheet offered at the conference noted that virtual crisis care was used 481 times in 38 South




Groton Datly Independent

Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023 ~ Vol. 32 - No. 049 ~ 22 of 82

Dakota counties between 2021 and May of this year. Seventy-two percent of the people who received it
stayed in their homes after the visit.

There are efforts afoot to bring those services to more remote areas through a pilot project involving
first responders, community mental health providers and law enforcement in northeast South Dakota,
Wolfgang said, and similar efforts are underway for Charles Mix and Union counties.

Further expansion of such programs to rural and tribal areas will depend on continued collaboration
with local organizations and with local law enforcement, who are often the first and nearest responder in
a crisis in remote areas of South Dakota, Althoff said.

In some areas, he said, a family doctor or local counselor might be available to take on the role of crisis
response. Others might benefit from telehealth. Tribal communities might already have or want to work
with culturally aware responders who could offer to smudge (burn sage to carry prayers to the creator on
the smoke) with a person in crisis.

“It's the kind of thing that really needs to be sort of a ground-up approach, married with statewide re-
sourcing,” Althoff said. “Us trying to impose a resource on every community isn't going to work.”

John is the senior reporter for South Dakota Searchlight. He has more than 15 years experience covering criminal
Justice, the environment and public affairs in South Dakota, including more than a decade at the Sioux falls Argus
Leader.

Draft language released for potential

recreational marijuana ballot measure
BY: SEARCHLIGHT STAFF - AUGUST 11, 2023 3:52 PM

South Dakota voters could have another chance to legalize recreational marijuana next year.

The state’s voters rejected recreational cannabis legalization in 2022, 53% to 47%.

The new petition comes from Matthew Schweich, of Sioux Falls, a longtime leader in pro-marijuana efforts.
On Friday, state Attorney General Marty Jackley fulfilled his legal obligation to release a draft explanation
of the potential ballot question.

Jackley’s explanation of the three-page petition says, in part, that the ballot measure would allow people
21 and older to possess, grow, sell, ingest and distribute marijuana. Individuals could posses up to 2 ounces
of marijuana and up to six marijuana plants, with a limit of 12 plants per household.

Marijuana would remain off-limits for people younger than 21, and driving under the influence of mari-
juana would remain illegal.

Limits would be imposed on locations, such as schools, where marijuana could be used. Employers could
still restrict employee use of marijuana, and property owners could also regulate it on their property.

The measure would not affect laws that have legalized hemp, or the laws that govern the state’s medical
marijuana program. South Dakota voters approved medical marijuana in 2020, although there’s a potential
ballot question under review that would ask voters to repeal it.

Jackley noted in his explanation that marijuana remains illegal under federal law. He did not mention
that 23 states have legalized recreational cannabis.

The public has until Aug. 21 to provide written comments to the Attorney General’s Office on Jackley’s
draft explanation. The final explanation is due to the secretary of state on Aug. 31.

The petition needs 17,509 signatures from registered South Dakota voters by May 7, 2024, to qualify for
the Nov. 5, 2024, general election ballot.

There are numerous potential ballot issues for 2024, including questions on abortion rights, open primary
elections, sales taxes on food, legislative term limits, and more.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs

12AM 3AM BAM 9AM 12PM aPM 6PM 9PM 12AM

75

70

65
60

BN Temperature (°F) I Dew Point (°)
14 .

12
10

S R A 3

“0r W Wind Speed (mph) W Wind Gust (mph)

0.m

0.008

0.006

0.004

0.002

B Precip. Accum. Total (in) B Precip. Rate (in)

I Pressure (in)
12AM 3AM BAM 9AM 12PM 3FPM 6PM aPM 12AM




Groton Datly Independent

Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023 ~ Vol. 32 - No. 049 ~ 24 of 82

Today Tonight Sunday Sunday Monday Monday Tuesday
Night
Sunny Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunny Mostly Clear
then Chance
T-storms
High: 83 °F Low: 59 °F High: 68 °F Low: 54 °F High: 75 °F Low: 53 °F High: 83 °F

August 12, 2023

Severe Weather Potential Saturday Night 3:46 AM
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Thunderstorms over western South Dakota will spread eastward tonight. Locations in the Marginal Risk
area could see quarter-size hail and 60 mph winds. The severe threat is limited over northeastern South
Dakota.
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Today in Weather History

August 12, 1986: Thunderstorms produced 2.53 inches of rain in twenty minutes in downtown Rapid City.
The heavy rain caused street and basement flooding. Golf ball size hail fell in Zeona, in Perkins County,
which covered the ground.

1752: The following is from the Journals of the Rev. Thomas Smith, and the Rev. Samuel Deane, pub-
lished in 1849. “In the evening there was dismal thunder and lightning, and abundance of rain, and such
a hurricane as was never the like in these parts of the world.” This hurricane struck Portland, Maine.

1778 - A Rhode Island hurricane prevented an impending British-French sea battle, and caused extensive
damage over southeast New England. (David Ludlum)

1933 - The temperature at Greenland Ranch in Death Valley, CA, hit 127 degrees to establish a U.S.
record for the month of August. (The Weather Channel)

1936 - The temperature at Seymour, TX, hit 120 degrees to establish a state record. (The Weather Channel)

1955 - During the second week of August hurricanes Connie and Diane produced as much as 19 inches
of rain in the northeastern U.S. forcing rivers from Virginia to Massachusetts into a high flood. Westfield
MA was deluged with 18.15 inches of rain in 24 hours, and at Woonsocket RI the Blackstone River swelled
from seventy feet in width to a mile and a half. Connecticut and the Delaware Valley were hardest hit. Total
damage in New England was 800 million dollars, and flooding claimed 187 lives. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Early afternoon thunderstorms in Arizona produced 3.90 inches of rain in ninety minutes at Walnut
National Monument (located east of Flagstaff), along with three inches of pea size hail, which had to be
plowed off the roads. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Fifteen cities in the northeastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date. Youngstown
OH reported twenty-six days of 90 degree weather for the year, a total equal to that for the en