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Lifeguard training pays off in swimming incident
by Elizabeth Varin

A recent scare at the Groton swimming pool 
highlights the training lifeguards are continuously 
doing to keep people safe.

During a busy afternoon open-swimming 
session on Thursday, July 13, lifeguard Emma 
Schinkel was monitoring the lap pool and deep 
end from the lifeguard chair. She remembers a 
young boy and his grandmother were swimming 
around near the water slide. He was swimming 
fine, and his grandmother went to the other side 
of the pool with her granddaughter.

After a bit, Schinkel said, the young boy started 
waving his hands, as many kids have done in the 
pool. Then he called for help.

“I don’t even remember going from the chair 
into the pool,” she said. “It was an adrenaline 
rush.”

Schinkel jumped in and got the boy out. He hur-
ried to his grandmother after the close call. He 
had gotten tired while swimming, but was too far 
from the edge of the pool and the ropes to grab 
a hold of anything, she said.

Schinkel credits the continuous training the 
Groton lifeguards receive for her quick response.

“I’m sometimes nervous when I have to life-
guard,” she said. “But it makes me feel okay 
because I know I can do it.”

Throughout the summer, the lifeguards have in-service sessions where they practice saving 
swimmers and talk through different situations they may face, said swimming pool co-manager 
Tricia Keith. Staff are also trained to prevent situations from getting to the point that a save 
is needed.

“I am very proud of the way all my guards handled the situation,” she said. “They handled 
it so well most people didn’t know it happened.”

The boy, who is not a regular at the Groton pool, also did what he was supposed to do: 
called for help, she said. Many kids at the pool have done their swimming lessons with the 
lifeguards in Groton, so the guards know at what level many of the kids can swim.

“Even people that are good swimmers can get tired and get in a situation where they’re not 
comfortable,” Keith said. “And that’s why we’re here.”

Emma Schinkel saves boy at the 
Groton Swimming Pool. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

POET/CoBank donate to Foundation for Concession Stand
POET Grain and CoBank are excited to throw the first pitch toward a new expansion proj-

ect for the Groton Baseball/Softball Foundation. This complex has seen many improvements 
over the years but has been missing the last piece of the puzzle.  With the addition of a new 
concession stand and bathroom, Groton will have the opportunity to improve their event 
space and hold larger tournaments more comfortably in the future.  The donation of $6,670 
will be a great start toward this project coming to life. POET Grain and CoBank are proud to 
be part of the ultimate goal of maintaining a strong program for our youth for many years 
to come! Wambach and Freeland presented the check to members of the Groton Baseball/
Softball Foundation.

Pictured left to right are Jackie Iverson, Chuck Padfield, Randy Padfield, Doug 
Hamilton, Jess Freeland, Jason Wambach and Jessica Kroll. (Courtesy Photo)

Raines to do tribute to 
WWII Veterans

Lee Raines, native of Groton and author 
of "Friday Night Lights--South Dakota Style," 
"The Great Consolidation--South Dakota Style," 
and "Service to Country--South Dakota Style," 
interviewed World War II veteran  "Punch" 
Podoll this week as part of his newest project, 
a tribute to WWII veterans from Brown and 
Day counties.

"Punch" and descendants of the Podoll family 
hosted Raines Monday afternoon at the Podoll 
Family Heritage Center near Columbia. "Punch" 
relayed his time as an ensign in the U.S. Navy 
and the V12 Program at South Dakota State 
University.

Raines will be in the Groton area through 
early August. If you are a veteran family 
member or remember the early 1940s in the 
area, please consider contacting Lee at leer-
aines824@gmail.com or call 512.644.6061.

Carlee Johnson 
was the most im-
proved for the year. 
(Courtesy Photo)

Carly Guthmiller 
was the top med-
alist for the year. 
(Courtesy Photo)

Groton Girls Golf Awards

The Groton Dairy Queen parking lot was full of motorcycles Saturday afternoon 
as the rally riders stopped for a refreshment. (Photo by Paul Kosel)



Newspapers 
deliver 

knowledge, and 
that’s power

You’re holding in your 
hand something akin to 
a miracle in an increas-
ingly authoritarian world, 
a reflection of incredible 
foresight on the parts 
of the founding fathers. 
They understood that de-
mocracy couldn’t exist if 
the voice of the governed 
was stifled.

Free speech wasn’t an afterthought, it wasn’t 
the second amendment, it was the first.

It’s enshrined in the Constitution. You have 
the freedom to ask questions and express 
unpopular views. We are a nation of laws, and 
people like Thomas Jefferson and Thomas 
Paine knew unfettered news and discourse 
was critical to an informed populace. Knowl-
edgeable citizens can indeed create a more 
perfect union.

The means of delivery has evolved. Many of 
you are reading this online. But, the concept 
is the same. Trained journalists on a trusted 
platform.

A free press is the enemy of anti-democracy 
authoritarians for obvious reasons. The news 
sometimes casts them in an unfavorable light 
so they lash out in the most simplistic of terms: 
“Fake news!” Well, if you’re embarrassed by 
news coverage of your actions, that in itself 
probably qualifies it as news. The next time 
someone arbitrarily brands the news as fake, 
ask them to identify a specific falsehood. You’ll 
likely be met with silence.

If we make a mistake, tell us. We’ll correct it.

It’s the most democratic business in town. 
We welcome letters to the editor. We pay for 
the ink, postage, and labor for you to take us 
to the woodshed.

It’s hard, especially in small communities, to 
hold local government and longtime friends 
accountable—hard on relationships—but cov-
ering for a friend comes at the cost of credibil-
ity. If you can’t trust the source of your news 
you’ve lost the key foundation of democracy.

We hold ourselves to the same standards 
as other community leaders. In 33 years as 
a publisher or owner, every staffer has heard 
the same speech. “If I get hauled in on a DUI, 
come down and take a picture of my drunk ass 
in jail.” When one publisher made that mistake, 
there was no doubt about how it would be 
covered. Front page.

In my first stint as a publisher, perhaps the 
most popular guy in town got in hot water. 
He was administrator of a nursing home and 
ended up with “a loan” from a naive old lady 
resident. It ended up in court, in the paper, 
and people were furious with me.

I lamented the state of things with a men-
tor, Omar Forberg, the publisher of a North 
Dakota daily paper at the time. He clarified it 
for me with a bit of wit that’s become a guiding 
principle. “Hey, he committed news.”

The role of newspapers is to serve the com-
mon man, not cover for their rulers. In the late 
1990’s, I was assigned to Sturgis by manage-
ment of a large newspaper group. I was tasked 
with organizing a group of newly-purchased 
newspapers, and for doing investigative work 
on a business entity that was governing the 
multi-million dollar motorcycle rally. In short, 
these private entities steered business their 
way to the detriment of others while heaping 
police and cleanup costs on local taxpayers.

This coverage, of course, threatened them 
monetarily so they threatened back. One day 
a local restaurant declared it “Tony Bender 
Day” on the Main Street marquee. It read: 
“You supply the tar, we’ll supply the feathers. 
Chicken dinner, $4.75.”

I ran right down and stood on the bus stop 
bench by the sign, hands spread in triumph, 
while my reporter snapped a photo. We ran 
it the next day. Then, I called the restaurant 
owner. He seemed nervous. “Hey, Bob. I just 
want to thank you for making it Tony Bender 
Day...” At this point he must have thought I 
was the most obtuse person ever. I went on 
and on about the rare honor. I concluded with, 
“and I appreciate you not making it a turkey 
dinner!” Then I made reservations for 20, and 
as a show of solidarity, my coworkers joined 
me. To his credit, Bob paid for my lunch.

I always say that people perform better 
under a spotlight, and with the light shone on 
the unfair expenses heaped upon taxpayers, 
the consortium was broken up.

The Fourth Estate’s role—this newspaper’s 
obligation—is to give a voice to the voiceless, 
to give power to the powerless. Your subscrip-
tion is an investment in democracy.

© Tony Bender, 2023
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That’s 
Life

by Tony Bender

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

Weekly Vikings Recap - 
All-time Vikings Offense

By Jack & Duane Kolsrud
With the lack of Minnesota Vikings news 

continuing this offseason, except for Jordan 
Addison’s recent speeding ticket where he was 
driving his Lamborghini 140 mph, we thought 
it would be fun to put together the all-time 
greatest Vikings’ starting offense. To make it 
interesting, we will be picking players based 
on specific seasons, not based on their overall 
career with the Vikings.

Quarterback - Duante Culpepper (2004)
This might come as a shock to some fans 

who probably thought Fran Tarkenton or Ran-
dall Cunningham’s 1998 season would make 
this list, but Duante Culpepper’s 2004 season 
is the best season a Vikings’ quarterback 
has ever had. In 16 games, Culpepper threw 
for 4,717 yards and 39 touchdowns, both 
still single-season records in Vikings history. 
Culpepper would have had a shot at winning 
MVP that season if it was not for the fact that 
Peyton Manning broke Dan Marino’s record 
for touchdowns in a season that had stood 
for 20 years.

Running back - Adrian Peterson (2012)
This was the easiest choice to make when it 

came to putting this list together. Adrian Pe-
terson’s 2012 season is not only the greatest 
season for a running back in Vikings history, 
but it is also, in my opinion, the greatest sea-
son for a running back in NFL history. Peterson 
ran for 2,097 yards that season, finished with 
the MVP, and led a Vikings team that had gone 
3-13 the previous season to the playoffs, all 
while coming back from a torn ACL the year 
before. It is truly the most impressive perfor-
mance a Vikings player has ever had in this 
franchise’s history.

Wide Receivers - Randy Moss (1998), Justin 
Jefferson (2022), Cris Carter (1995)

You could make the case that this is the best 
trio of wide receivers of all the NFL teams. You 
have the most athletic wide receiver of all time 
in Randy Moss, you have the greatest hands 
by a wide receiver of all time in Cris Carter, 
and you have the current best wide receiver in 
the NFL. I do not think there is a single other 
franchise in the NFL that could come close to 
this group. And what makes it even more im-
pressive is that there are plenty of other great 
wide receivers that probably would make other 
franchises’ all-time teams had they played for 
them but just could not crack this amazing 
Vikings trio.

Tight End - Jim Kleinsasser (2003)
When you have that trio of wide receivers 

in your lineup, your tight end is not going to 
need to go out for passes. Instead, I want 
one of the toughest players the Vikings have 
ever had to play my tight end position, Jim 
Kleinsasser. Kleinsasser’s 2003 season saw 

605/397-2311
www.grotonford.com

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

him catch four touchdown passes, so even 
with his great blocking and toughness, there 
will still be a decent pass-catching threat from 
the tight end position.

Offensive Line - Gary Zimmerman (1988), 
Steve Hutchinson (2009), Mick Tinglehoff 
(1965), Randall McDaniel (1995), Ron Yary 
(1975)

For a Vikings team that has, over the past 
decade, had horrendous offensive line play, it 
is amazing to see how impressive this offensive 
line group is. Not only are all five of these of-
fensive linemen Hall-of-Famers, but they are 
also some of the best to play their respective 
positions. Without a doubt, Steve Hutchinson 
and Randall McDaniel were the best guards 
during each of their eras, and Ron Yary was the 
best right tackle of his too. And, if it were not 
for Anthony Munoz and Jim Otto, both Gary 
Zimmerman and Mick Tinglehoff would prob-
ably have been the greatest at their position 
during their era, as well.

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe
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By David Adler

The South Dakota Humanities Council is making available a weekly 
column -- “We the People” -- that focuses on the U.S. Constitution. It 
is written by David Adler, who is president of The Alturas Institute, a 
non-profit organization created to promote the Constitution, gender 
equality, and civic education. 

Judicial Profiles to Better 
Understand the Supreme Court
We citizens know a lot about our presidents—

their background, philosophy, and character—
and sometimes more than we care to know. The 
same is true of our congressional representa-
tives. By comparison, we know relatively little 
about our Supreme Court Justices. This needs 
to change.

   A better, indeed, more fully informed historic 
understanding of the views, experiences, tem-
perament, and character of the men and women 
that have served on the nation’s High Bench 
will, in the name of civic education, expand the 

citizenry’s knowledge of an institution that has exceeded the Framers’ 
minimal expectations of the impact of the judiciary on American life.

   Since Aristotle, we have known that people shape institutions and 
institutions shape people. The views and values of the 116 people 
who have served on the Supreme Court, an independent institution 
laboring under few checks and balances, have profoundly shaped 
American lives and the life of our nation. The temperament, ambi-
tion, personality quirks, rivalries, judicial philosophies, and ideology 
of just nine members—the size of the Court set by Congress in the 
early 1900s—can exert great power in changing the institution of the 
judiciary and, thus, the meaning of the Constitution.

  The Court as an institution can, and does, influence the behavior of 
the Justices. Its rules and traditions, for example, shape the interac-
tion of the Justices. The Rule of Four—the number of Justices neces-
sary to grant a Writ of Certiorari—requires adaptation to the Court’s 
norms of behavior in order to win support from a recalcitrant judge 
who, if alienated by personal attacks by a fellow Justice, might not 
be willing to vote to hear a case. It was with good reason that Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes famously characterized his colleagues as “nine 
scorpions in a bottle.” Thus, the institutional norms of collegiality and 
tolerance shape behavior, but occasionally give way to nasty fights 
that become public and accusations that expose the fissures within 
the Court and the juvenile nature of some of its members.

   Justice James McReynolds, a notorious antisemite, refused to dine 
with Justices Louis Brandeis and Benjamin Cardozo, both of whom 
were Jewish.

  In the mid-1940s, the bitter rivalry and fight between Justices 
Hugo Black and Robert H. Jackson, stemming from personal ambition 

and absence of goodwill, plunged the Court into a storm that forced 
members to choose sides.

In the early 1970s, Chief Justice Warren Burger manipulated the 
Court’s method for voting on cases in order to place himself in the 
majority so he could write the Court’s opinion, even though his views 
were at odds with those who formed the majority. He ceased his be-
havior only when Justice William O. Douglas, after reminding his col-
leagues of the rules governing voting, threatened to expose Burger’s 
manipulative acts with a letter to the press.

    A single Justice’s temperament, political skills and vision for Amer-
ica, however, can unite the Court, overturn pernicious precedents and 
craft an opinion that changes the course of America. Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, who possessed leadership and political skills nearly unrivaled in 
the Court’s long history, along with a warm and congenial personality, 
brought discordant voices to a unanimous opinion in Brown v. Bd. of 
Education (1954) and held that segregation in public schools violated 
the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment.

   Chief Justice John Marshall, widely regarded as the greatest Justice 
in our history, brought warmth, charm, a convivial personality and, most 
of all, a down-to-earth sincerity to the bench. Far from being viewed 
as manipulative and pretentious, he was regarded by his colleagues 
as authentic. His close friend, Justice Joseph Story, the most scholarly 
of Justices, said of Marshall: “I love his laugh—it is too hearty for an 
intriguer.”

    It was Marshall who convinced his colleagues to room and dine 
together while they performed their duties on the Court. He brought 
wine to dinner—his beloved Madeira—and created an institutional 
atmosphere that set the tone for the work of the Court for decades 
to come.

     To understand the Supreme Court—its history, work, and role 
in American politics—is to understand those who have donned black 
robes and taken seats in the Marble Palace. It is especially important at 
this juncture, when members of the Court are ensnared in public con-
troversies—for their votes, speeches, and scandals—for the citizenry 
to understand who these men and women are. What is the content of 
their portfolios? What did they do before winning appointment to the 
Court? What judicial vision and philosophy did they articulate? And, of 
course, what were their highs and lows as Supreme Court Justices?

With very few exceptions, no appointee to the Supreme Court pos-
sessed greater experience than John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. We begin next week with a profile of Jay, President 
George Washington’s first judicial appointment.

American Legion Post 39 Groton would like to thank 
the following contributors to the painting of the US 

Flag on the new Groton Water Tower.

 • Bierman Farm Service
 • Dacotah Bank Groton
 • Fliehs Farms - Larry & Val Fliehs 
 • Groton Chamber of Commerce
 • James Valley Telecommunications
 • Pharis Farms
 • Rix Farms Inc
 • Sippel Farms
 • Strom Johnson Farms - Johnson Family
 • Strom Johnson Farms – Strom Family
 • Voss Farms Inc

Bye Aerospace Welcomes Rod Zastrow as President 
and COO, Strengthening Leadership Team

June 20, 2023, Denver – Bye Aerospace is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Rod Zastrow as President and Chief Operating 
Officer (COO). Zastrow joins the leadership team to spearhead the 
final stages of FAA certification and commence production of the 
highly anticipated eFlyer 2, the world’s first FAA Part 23 certified 
electric airplane.

With an impressive background as the former Chair and CEO of 
Spartan Global Aviation Training, Zastrow brings extensive expertise 
in pilot training, aircraft maintenance, logistics, and global business 
development. Zastrow played a pivotal role in securing a prominent 
position in a comprehensive $1 billion pilot and maintenance training 
Middle East Foreign Military Sale for Spartan. Zastrow’s accomplish-
ments also include a distinguished career as a senior USAF leader, 
F-15 combat pilot and Fighter Weapons School “Top Gun” graduate.

Bye Aerospace recently achieved a significant milestone by com-
pleting the full ‘Means of Compliance’ for its eFlyer 2 certification. 
This accomplishment, comprising 16 specific plans encompassing 
a wide range of systems and procedures, marks the first ever FAA 
approval under Amendment 64 for a Level 1 all-electric aircraft in 
the general aviation industry worldwide. Zastrow will lead Bye Aerospace’s team of experts 
as they embark on the assembly of the initial conforming eFlyer aircraft.

George Bye, Chairman and CEO of Bye Aerospace, expressed his enthusiasm for Zastrow’s 
addition to the team, stating, “Rod Zastrow brings invaluable aviation leadership experience 
to our organization. His guidance will be instrumental in leading the Company through the 
completion of the FAA certification process and transitioning to eFlyer 2 production. Of par-
ticular significance is his extensive background in global logistics, supply chain management, 
and support for large fleets of pilot training aircraft.”

Rod Zastrow commented on his appointment, saying, “I am honored and thrilled to join the 
Bye Aerospace team during this pivotal moment on the path to achieving a historic FAA all-
electric certification. We have a clear roadmap to eFlyer 2 certification, and I have complete 
confidence in our exceptional team’s ability to execute on that game plan. Our focus is laser 
sharp as we work towards delivering this clean and quiet technology to our pilot training cus-
tomers and their students, as well as other customers who stand to benefit from the disruptive 
advantages of significantly lower operating costs.”

Zastrow is a Columbia native and a 1980 Groton graduate. Also he is a retired USAF Colonel.
He is married to the former Carol Ball Johnson of Groton and is the son of Bruce and Ber-

dette Zastrow, Pickerel Lake.

Rod Zastrow

A subscription to the 
Groton Independent 
makes a great gift!
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Groton City
July 18, 2023

Meeting Minutes
July 18, 2023
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00 p.m. 
at 120 N Main Street for their 
second monthly meeting with 
the following members present: 
Bahr, Wells, Wambach, Babcock, 
and Mayor Hanlon presiding. 
Also present were: Attorney 
Drew Johnson, Douglas Heinrich, 
Todd Gay, Landon Johnson, Top-
per Tastad, Terry Herron, and 
Elizabeth Varin.

Moved by Wells and seconded 
by Babcock to approve the agen-
da with no changes or additions. 
All members present voted aye. 

Public comments were wel-
comed pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1, 
but none were received. 

No discussion took place re-
garding the Groton Municipal 
Airport due to the absence of 
Darrell Hillestad.

No discussion took place re-
garding the park bathrooms due 
to the absence of representation 
from HKG Architects.

Moved by Babcock and sec-
onded by Wambach to approve 
the transfer of ownership of the 
jailhouse property to Groton 
Historical Society. All members 
present voted aye. 

Tastad exited the meeting.
Moved by Bahr and seconded 

by Wells to approve the Cer-
tificate of Substantial Comple-
tion for Dahme Construction. 
All members present voted aye. 

Moved by Wambach and 
seconded by Babcock to ap-
prove Pay Request #5 (Final) for 
Dahme Construction. All mem-
bers present voted aye. 

Moved by Bahr and seconded 
by Babcock to table the au-
thorization to purchase a new 
skidsteer to allow time to acquire 
additional quotes. All members 
present voted aye.

Herron exited the meeting.
Moved by Babcock and sec-

onded by Wambach to temporar-
ily pause Ordinance No. 6-2-2 to 
allow the public to possess and 
consume alcoholic beverages for 
Summer Sip and Shop on July 
20, 2023, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 
PM on Main Street. All members 
present voted aye. 

The first reading of Ordinance 
No. 769 – 2023 Supplemental 
Appropriations was approved 
on a motion by Wambach and 
seconded by Bahr. All members 
present voted aye.

Moved by Bahr and seconded 
by Babcock to approve the June 
finance report. All members 
present voted aye. 

The minutes from the previous 
meeting were approved on a mo-
tion by Babcock and seconded 
by Wells. All members present 
voted aye.

Moved by Bahr and seconded 
by Babcock to authorize the 
following bills for payment. All 
members present voted aye.

Payroll, $49,837.71, Em-
ployee salaries; Administra-
tive, $4,427.86, ; Public Safe-
ty, $9,403.79, ; Public Works, 

Brown County
SPURS Riding
Center Notice

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE LI-
CENSE

Notice is hereby given accord-
ing to SDCL 35-2, a Public Hear-
ing on the following Malt Bever-
age License Application is set 
for the 8th day of August 2023, 
in the Chambers of the Brown 
County Commissioners, in the 
Courthouse Annex, Brown Coun-
ty, South Dakota, at which time 
any interested persons wishing 
to register complaint on their 
approval may appear:  SPURS 
Therapeutic Riding Center, Aber-
deen, SD – SPURS 2nd Addition, 
NW ¼ Sec6-T123N-R63W Brown 
County, SD.  Special License ef-
fective September 16, 2023 for 
Barn Dance & Benefit Auction.

ATTEST: Lynn Heupel  
Lynn Heupel, Brown County 

Auditor
Published July 26, 2023, at 

the total approximate cost of 
$9.81 and may be viewed free of 
charge at www.sdpublicnotices.
com.  22360

Classifieds and Card of Thanks
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

EMPLOYMENT
SCHOOL NURSE: Horizon Health Care is 

seeking a school nurse in La Plant. Flex-
ible schedule during school hours M-Th. Full 
benefits package/competitive wage. Apply at 
horizonhealthcare.org/careers-------------------------------------------------

LYMAN COUNTY EMS in Presho/Kennebec, 
SD is looking for experienced EMTs, Medics, or 
RNs. Several shifts available. PRN scheduling. 
$20/hour + lodging. Help us fill the gaps in our 
schedule and keep our service going strong. 
Contact Board Member, Sandra Schindler; 
sandraleenp@gmail.com for more information. -------------------------------------------------

SUMMIT (SD) SCHOOL is hiring junior high 
language arts/social studies, volleyball coach; 
paraprofesionals, substitute teachers, bus 
driver, custodian. Contact  mike.schmidt@k12.
sd.usor 605-398-6211.-------------------------------------------------

LENNOX, SD AMERICAN LEGION hiring club 
manager. Send resume to Post Commander 
,PO Box 447, Lennox, SD 57039 before August 
6, 2023. Applications available at Legion Club. 
EOE

LAND
FARMLAND rents are strong. Do you need 

representation or a Farmland Manager? Con-
tact Tim Peters at 605.270.9410 or tpeters@
pifers.com. Pifer’s Land Management, www.
pifers.com

MISCELLANEOUS
LAST CHANCE! I still have a few very nice 

radio controlled model airplanes left for sale. 
Phone 605-352-4373 or PO Box 920 Huron, 
SD 57350

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! 
(25 words for $150. Each additional word $5.) 
Statewide Full Digital Ad is $300 for 1 week. 
Call the Groton Independent at 605-397-7460.

$13,890.52, ; Culture & Recre-
ation, $22,115.54, ; Dacotah 
Bank, $9,167.74, Withholding/
SS/Medicare; Dakotaland FCU, 
$730.00, Employee savings; 
Dacotah Bank, $622.90, HSA 
contributions; Clark Rotary Club, 
$275.00, Legion baseball tourna-
ment entry fee; USPS, $281.77, 
Utility billing postage; City of 
Groton, $422.42, Utility depos-
its applied to bills; Tricia Keith, 
$150.00, Reimbursement for 
prizes purchased for Swimming 
Pool SummerFest; Kami Lipp, 
$175.00, Reimbursement for 
prizes purchased for Swimming 
Pool SummerFest; SD State 
Treasurer, $11,920.77, Sales 
and Excise Tax - June 2023; 
Dacotah Bank, $4,278.65, With-
holding/SS/Medicare; Dacotah 
Bank, $50.00, HSA contribu-
tions; SD Retirement System, 
$9,964.76, Employee retire-
ment; Brown County Register of 
Deeds, $62.00, Filing of Groton 
Historical Jail Addition Replat; 
Douglas Heinrich, $84.20, Med 
flex, mileage reimbursement to 
Aberdeen for filing of Groton His-
torical Jail Addition Replat; Joe 
Heisler, $127.58, Utility deposit 
refund; A&B Business Solutions, 
$359.14, Printer lease - City Hall; 
Runnings Supply Co., $736.24, 
Tools for truck, chainsaw, saw 
oil - Electric; Ken’s Food Fair, 
$5,589.64, Food for resale for 
ballpark and swimming pool, 
fuel purchases; James Valley 
Telecommunications, $857.94, 
Telephone & internet services; 
Lori’s Pharmacy, $4.79, Swim 
ear - Swimming Pool; South 
Dakota 811, $92.40, Message 
Fees - April through June 2023 
- Electric; Irby, Inc., $217.50, 
Distribution ties - Electric; 
Lien Transportation Company, 
$5,687.44, Hot mix - Streets; Full 
Circle Ag, $809.22, Weed con-
trol chemicals - Weed Control; 
McGannon Plumbing & Heating, 
$336.94, Filters for baseball 
concessions, service on A/C at 
PD; Groton Ford, LLC, $844.17, 
Wheel cover - ‘12 F250, repairs 
to ‘05 Tahoe; WAPA, $22,614.58, 
Power services - June 2023; 
Heartland Energy, $63,313.33, 
Power services - June 2023; 
Heartland Waste Management, 
$10,176.10, Garbage hauling - 
June 2023; Dacotah Bank Visa, 
$6,067.91, Books for library, 
batting helmets for softball, 
background check, candy for city 
hall, postage, copy paper, ship-
ping labels, printable business 
cards, sink stopper, headphone 
adapter for park sound system, 
TV and accessories for council 
chambers, dog poop bag dis-
penser for park, invoicing soft-
ware for city hall, paper targets, 
clay for baseball fields, food for 
resale for baseball concessions, 
fuel purchases, hotel stays for 
FO School and Budget Training, 
baseball screens, catchers mitts, 
first aid kits, umpire kits, bat 
grips; SD Supplemental Retire-
ment , $290.00, Supplemental 
retirement; Altec Capital Ser-
vices, LLC, $2,189.93, Digger 
truck lease - Electric; Geffdog 
Designs, $114.00, (6) Police 
Velcro patches; IMEG Corp., 
$8,642.43, Engineering fees 
for water project, cemetery, & 
replat of jail property; EcoLab 
Pest Elimination, $112.36, Ro-
dent control services - Rubble 
Site; Diesel Machinery, Inc., 
$950.00, Roller rental - Streets; 
Associated Supply Co, Inc., 
$161.11, 1” float valve & stop 
cork - Swimming Pool; Squire 
Agency, $80.00, Notary policy 
renewal - City Hall; MJ’s Sinclair, 
Inc., $2,069.06, Fuel purchases 
& cemetery mower tire repair; 
Dahme Construction Co, Inc., 
$55,774.39, Pay Request #4 ; 
Coca-Cola Bottling High Country, 
$4,088.22, Beverages for resale 
- Baseball & Pool Concessions; 
Todd Gay, $347.30, Meal/mile-
age reimbursement - Emergency 
Preparedness & Restoration 
Conference in St. Cloud, MN; SD 
Department of Transportation, 
$31.25, 18” windsock - Airport; 
Susan Fjeldheim, $294.75, U12 
softball coach mileage reim-
bursement; 

Varin exited the meeting.
Moved by Wambach and sec-

onded by Wells to adjourn into 
executive session for personnel 
and legal matters 1-25-2 (1) & 
(3) at 7:40 PM. All members 
present voted aye. Council re-
convened into regular session 
at 8:02 PM. 

Varin reentered the meeting. 
Gay and Johnson exited the 
meeting.

Moved by Wells and seconded 
by Babcock to increase the elec-
tric lineman’s wage to $40.00 per 
hour due to his completion of the 
journeyman certification process. 
The increase in wage is effective 
next pay period. All members 
present voted aye.

Moved by Bahr and seconded 
by Wambach to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:05pm. All members 

present voted aye. 
Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Douglas Heinrich, Finance 

Officer
Published July 26, 2023, at the 

total approximate cost of $72.36 
and may be viewed free of 
charge at www.sdpublicnotices.
com. 22357

Westport Town
July 5, 2023

Meeting Minutes
Town of Westport General 

Meeting
July 5th, 2023
The Town of Westport met on 

July 5th, 2023 with Shane Storm, 
Mitch Wilson, Larry Schmit, Jan 
Ellefson, Brad Ellefson, Matt 
Ellefson and Bill Schott and Do-
reen Hertel present.

The following expenses were 
presented:

City General
NWPS-Electricty ($528.72), 

Groton Independent – News-
paper ($17.38), David’s lawn 
and Snow- Cemetery mowing 
($1,00.00), SD Unemployment 
Insurance Division ($18.91), US 
Treasury ($1,013.80),  USPS-
Stamps ($336.00), Eddie’s –gas 
($476.29), JGE ($294.93), Sim-
plot Grower Solutions-Chemicals 
($280.00),  Justin Ellefson- fire-
works donation ($1,000) & Pay-
roll – Jeff Schroeder ($327.34)

Sewer
NWPS-electricty ($42.98) 

& NRWA –loan repayment 
($210.13) 

Water
WEB – Water  purchase 

($2,125.50), Dept of Health-Lab 
Samples ($30.00) 

Mitch Wilson made motion to 
pay all bills; second by Shane 
Storm.

The following deposits were 
presented:

City General
Brown County Collections 

($2,872.27),  State of  SD 
($2,120.09) & Interest ($3.25). 

Sewer
R e s i d e n t  P a y m e n t s - 

($510.00), Sewer Surcharge 
fund ($1,820.00)

Water
Re s i d e n t  Pa y m e n t s  – 

($3,509.03).
NEW BUSINESS:
Jan and Brad Ellefson pre-

sented concerns, about the 
power surges, that the city is 
experiencing.  This has affected 
residents by losing power, to ap-
pliances and other appliance that 
were no longer working, due to 
the power surges.  This is also 
affecting at least 2 nearby towns.  
The problem stems from Aber-
deen’s water treatment plant, 
where a part needs to be fixed 
and replaced. To report power 
surges the city is encouraging 
residents to call NWPS to report 
the surges 1-800-245-6977.

WEB has raised their water 
rates to be effective in October.  
The board has decided to raise 
Westport’s water rates, the base 
will raise from $40.00 to $45.00, 
and the base per 1,000 gallon 
will change from $7.50 to $7.90.  
This will be submitted by ordi-
nance at next meeting to take 
effect in October 2023.

A letter was submitted to the 
board by a concerned citizen 
regarding their neighbor’s incon-
siderate actions.

Doreen Hertel, Finance Officer
Published July 26, 2023, at the 

total approximate cost of $24.56 
and may be viewed free of 
charge at www.sdpublicnotices.
com.  22361
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Groton School
Oak Gulch Land

For Sale
The Groton Area School Dis-

trict is accepting sealed bids for 
the purchase of the one-acre 
school site of the former Oak 
Gulch School District located in 
the Southwest Quarter of Section 
14, Township 120 North, Range 
59 West of the 5th P.M., Day 
County, South Dakota, as deeded 
in Book B39 of Deeds on Page 
307, more particularly described 
as lying on the East side of the 
County Highway, beginning 33 
Rods North from the middle of 
the Section line, then extend-
ing East 14.31 Rods from the 
middle of the county highway, 
then North 13 Rods, from that 
point, the North boundary line 
of the school acre extends due 
West 14.31 Rods to the middle 
of the county highway and then 
the boundary run South 13 Rods 
to the Southwest corner of the 
school acre.

Bids must be sealed and 
marked “Oak Gulch School Prop-
erty Bid” and sent to Groton 
Area School District PO Box 410 
Groton, SD  57445 or dropped off 
at 502 N 2nd Street, Groton, SD  
57445.  Bids are due by 4:00 PM 
on Tuesday, August 8, 2023.  The 
Groton Area Board of Education 
reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids.

Published July 19 and 26, 
2023, at the total approximate 
cost of $25.79  and may be 
viewed free of charge at www.
sdpublicnotices.com. 22347

Brown County
July 18, 2023

Meeting Minutes
JULY 18, 2023 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Chairman Sutton at 8:45 A.M. 
in the Commission Chambers, 
Courthouse Annex, Brown Coun-
ty, SD. Present were Commis-
sioners Dennert, Fjeldheim, 
Wiese, Gage, and Sutton. Com-
missioner Fjeldheim led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Com-
missioner Dennert moved to 
approve the agenda, seconded 
by Wiese. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC 
COMMENT: Jared Bossly shared 
with the Commission about 
Green Methanol as an alterna-
tive to CO2 pipelines. Cargill has 
started working with University 
of Illinois to produce this green 
methanol, which can be used 
in most diesel motors and not 
hooked up to any pipelines. 
Bossly feels that Summit con-
vinced our farmer own etha-
nol plants that CO2 is a waste 
product so going to do them a 
favor by sequestering it under-
ground.  If it makes it cheaper in 
California it will raise the prices 
of Ethanol here and people 
will stop using it if higher than 
regular unleaded. He believes 
Summit plans to monopolize 
this by getting their hands on 
the CO2.  By doing the green 
methanol the CO2 can be done 
in house, trucked or railed away, 
and not take anyone’s farmland, 
not taking up economic develop-
ment along highways and this 
is safer.  Jared just wanted to 
make the Commissioners aware 
of this other option and possible 
economic development for the 
County.

Dennis Feickert commented 
that Summit Carbon Solutions 
did a sponsorship last year to the 
Brown County Fair and again this 
year they are offering a sponsor-
ship and he feels that it wrong 
and sets a bad example for the 
County.  Jared Bossly added that 
they are suing the County then 
sponsoring the Brown County 
Fair, he feels is a slap in the face.

RESOLUTION #33-22 – MOR-
ATORIUM: Chairman Sutton 
shared that Moratorium is set to 
expire tomorrow (July 19th) and 
by advice from the State’s At-
torney the Moratorium was put 
in place to give the County the 
opportunity to review and pos-
sibly change our Ordinances to 
be in line with what the County 
was expecting any pipeline to 
comply with.  The County did do 
what the Moratorium allowed us 
to do, reviewed the Ordinances, 
made some changes to the Or-
dinances, held numerous public 
meetings for public input and on 
what was being done and what 
the pipelines need to comply 
with.  State’s Attorney advises to 
let it expire because it has done 
what it was meant to do.  Dennis 
Wells asked if anything has 
changed for safety issues be-
cause this was prompted by a 
pipeline accident, at this time 
they are working on it but won’t 
be done until November 2024 so 
feels need to wait to have safe-
guards in place by Federal Gov-
ernment.  Jerry Streckfuss com-
mented that we changed the 
Ordinances, but they haven’t 
done any good because the 
pipeline has told him they don’t 
need to follow the 1500 ft. set-
back as stated in the Ordinance 
because they follow the Petro-
leum rules, even though they are 
moving CO2, and the two hous-
es on Jerry’s property the pipe-
line is to be 107 ft. from one and 
187 ft. from the other. Jared 
Bossly also feels that there is no 
reason to take this off either, 
because FEMSA is still working 
on this and there is no high-
pressure Carbon Pipeline like 
this, Summits easements state 
that you can’t plant a tree or 
build within a 1000 ft. of the 
pipeline, but they can put it 
closer than that to homes or our 
farm buildings.  He’s been think-
ing about adding a couple barns 
to his place depending on if the 
kids want to come back and run 
the farm but if they put in the 
pipeline, he won’t be able to do 
this and decrease the Economic 
Development.  He feels the 
Moratorium should stay on until 
there are Federal Guidelines put 
in place or at the minimum until 
PUC makes their decisions. Den-
nis Feickert also stated to keep 
the moratorium on until the PUC 
hearings in September. Chad 
Ellsworth stated that some con-
flicts of interest were exposed 
with the incident on Jared’s 
property, he feels moratorium 
should be extended, because 
conflicts need to be addressed 
and asked the Commission to do 
a Roll Call Vote on refusal on 
conflicts of interest before they 
vote.  Craig Schaunaman asked 
about putting a new moratorium 
in place at least until the PUC 
hearings and they act or until 
FEMSA guidelines in November 
2024.  He recommends a new 

moratorium would be to keep the 
County Residents safe but wait 
until FEMSA guidelines because 
we have our Ordinances in place. 
Commissioner Dennert asked for 
input on whether to extend the 
moratorium because as stated 
we did what it was intended to 
do with the Ordinance to protect 
the County with the 1500 set-
back, but keep in mind it may 
weaken the chance of the Ordi-
nance being upheld in court.  He 
feels that by extending the 
moratorium it sends a clear mes-
sage to the PUC as to where the 
County stands. Chad Ellsworth 
shared that Navigator has a mo-
tion to preempt all the Ordi-
nances is at the PUC now, which 
will be used as a precedence 
with Summit, so he feels we 
should extend the moratorium. 
Commissioner Gage shared that 
Summit came after Minnehaha & 
Brown County for their setbacks 
and they want to preempt those, 
which are at the PUC, and we put 
the moratorium on to look at our 
Ordinances. The 1500 ft. setback 
was enacted through our Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission in 
2021, early 2022 is when it was 
enacted after all the processes, 
so it was before the moratorium 
was created.  Gage commented 
that he feels the current morato-
rium needs to expire so we can 
fight for the setback alone, le-
gally & financially towards this. 
Chairman Sutton questioned 
Ross Aldentaler, State’s Attorney 
Deputy as far as letting the cur-
rent moratorium expire and 
writing a new moratorium what 
would be better.  Ross stated 
they’ve never looked into see if 
a new moratorium would be ef-
fective or valid but Commis-
sioner Fjeldheim shared that he 
visited with outside council that 
has assisted with this issue, that 
attorney feels that our original 
moratorium was to establish an 
Ordinance for setbacks and he 
feels we would be in violation by 
extending that moratorium, 
question on a new moratorium 
the attorney feels they’d be in 
violation of State Code but 
haven’t researched it. Commis-
sioner Gage questioned Ross on 
pipelines having to go through 
Planning & Zoning for Condi-
tional Use Permits can they do a 
stipulation that has to be ap-
proved by the PUC, after some 
discussion the Planning & Zoning 
Board could do a stipulation or 
deny the permit.  Freddie Robin-
son questioned that if the Coun-
ty lets the moratorium expire, he 
is afraid it will send a message 
that its weak but Commissioner 
Wiese shared that the moratori-
ums purpose is to pause the  
applications and give the County 
time to review their regulations 
and we have done that with the 
Ordinance, a few minor changes 
were made but we stuck to the 
1500 ft. setback; Planning & 
Zoning has the authority through 
compatible use permits.  Wiese 
further stated that there is a 
possibility of a new moratorium 
if you have cause standing and 
a different purpose for it, but 
they need to see the language 
because it will be picked apart 
and will need to consider the 
ramifications.  Dennis Feickert 
stated that Summit has already 
ignored the setback that is in the 
County Ordinance and at in 
meeting in Redfield it was shared 
that the PUC would be the en-
forcer and wanted to know if that 
is the case.  Wiese commented 
that the PUC would have the 
authority if they rule on that, that 
the Ordinances are null in void 
and can be ignored, which he 
feels is a dangerous thing for the 
PUC to do, but as it stands right 
now if you have the 1500 ft. 
separation from this pipeline you 
can do the application and if it is 
less than the 1500 ft. setback 
those that would be effected will 
need to sign off and giving per-
mission for it to go through. 
Dennis Feickert suggested that 
the County should file a lawsuit 
since Summit is not following the 
setback/Ordinance. Janet Hedg-
es questioned if the moratorium 
covered rules and regulations or 
just Ordinances, Ross shared 
that we have both, we have the 
moratorium and we passed an 
Ordinance. Janet feels that the 
rules and regulations is more of 
a broad base, not just an Ordi-
nance but Ross stated that it is 
up to the governing board.  Ross 
shared we can weigh in with the 
PUC, but it is out of our control. 
Commissioner Dennert com-
mented that it’s obvious that 
Summit doesn’t intend to follow 
the setbacks, but we know this 
Ordinance will be heard before 
the PUC, probably be heard be-
fore a Judge somewhere and we 
don’t know what that ruling will 
be but if upheld by the PUC and 
courts, the County has every 
intention to enforce this Ordi-
nance.  Regarding the morato-
rium, Dennert feels that we 
should enact a new moratorium 
to extend until all the regulations 
are set by FEMSA, PUC, etc. if 
the legal implications can be met 
and it helps the Planning & Zon-
ing Board and sends a message, 
also. Commissioner Wiese reiter-

ated that it would recognize 
rulings to come based on further 
studies and the impact it would 
have on our Ordinance – he 
would be in favor of that but 
would also want to review it 
ahead of time to make sure that 
it is targeting this issue. Commis-
sioner Fjeldheim stated there are 
so many different variables that 
so not sure what we should do, 
let the current one expire and try 
to do a new one.  Chairman Sut-
ton said the new moratorium 
wouldn’t be to stop it but delay 
it until the PUC has met and 
made their determination. Com-
missioner Dennert made a mo-
tion to extend the current mora-
torium for 30 days with the in-
tent to establish a new morato-
rium, Wiese seconded for discus-
sion.  After further discussion 
Chairman Sutton called for a roll 
call vote: Dennert-aye; Fjeld-
heim-nay; Wiese-nay; Gage-nay; 
Sutton-nay. Motion failed. The 
moratorium will expire at mid-
night on Wednesday, July 19, 
2023.  Commission directed Ross 
Aldentaler from State’s Attorney 
office to see if we can do a new 
moratorium, Ross asked for 
Commission assistance - Com-
missioners Gage and Dennert 
will work with Ross if the County 
can do a new moratorium.  Com-
mission is in support of Land-
owner’s Rights in Brown County 
and will do there best that every-
one is treated fairly.

EMINENT DOMAIN: Com-
missioner Dennert brought the 
following Resolution:

RESOLUTION #27-23
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT 

OF EMINENT DOMAIN REFORM
WHEREAS, the Fifth Amend-

ment to the United States Con-
stitution states that “Nor shall 
private property be taken for 
public use, without just com-
pensation.” U.S. Const. Amend. 
V. (emphasis added).

WHEREAS, the South Dakota 
State Constitution provides that 
“Private property shall not be 
taken for public use, or dam-
aged, without just compensa-
tion[.]” SD CONST Art. 6 §13 
(emphasis added).

WHEREAS, the omission of 
“private use” from these laws 
implies a complete prohibition on 
the taking of private property for 
non-public purposes.

WHEREAS, On July 6, 2023, 
hundreds of citizens held a rally 
in Pierre in support of revisions 
to South Dakota eminent domain 
law, culminating with approxi-
mately 2,000 signatures in sup-
port of eminent domain reform.

WHEREAS, the Brown County 
Board of Commissioners is in 
support of the Constitutional 
rights of property owners.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Brown County Commissioners 
is in support of the Governor 
and Legislature revising South 
Dakota law to eliminate the 
taking of private property for 
non-public use.

Dated this 18th day of July 
2023.

Seconded by Commissioner 
Wiese.  Roll call vote: Dennert-
aye; Fjeldheim-aye; Wiese-aye, 
Gage-aye, Sutton-aye.  Resolu-
tion adopted.

SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE 
LICENSE HEARING: Moved by 
Commissioner Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Wiese to approve and 
authorize Chairman Sutton to 
sign the application for Special 
Malt Beverage for SD Snow 
Queen Festival, Aberdeen, SD on 
July 29, 2023, for Bands, Brews 
& BBQ at the Club House on the 
Brown County Fairgrounds.  All 
members present voted aye.  
Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #247 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Commis-
sioner Wiese, seconded by Gage 
to approve the First Reading 
of Proposed Ordinance #247.  
Applicant Toby Doeden request-
ing to rezone from Agriculture 
Preservation District (AG-P) to 
Mini-Agriculture District (M-AG) 
to bring this parcel into compli-
ance for its current use: The 
North 333’ of Outlot 3, “Levey’s 
Outlots” and the East ½ of the 
South ½ of Outlot 2, “Levey’s 
Outlots’ in the SE ¼ of Sec-
tion 24-T123N-R65W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota (13371 382nd Ave., Mer-
cier Twp.).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #248 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Commis-
sioner Wiese, seconded by Fjeld-
heim to approve the First Read-
ing of Proposed Ordinance #248.  
Applicants Joel & Kimberly Carda 
requesting to rezone from Ag-
riculture Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Mini-Agriculture Dis-
trict (M-AG) to bring this parcel 
into compliance for its current 
use: Lot 2, Block 2, “Moulton’s 
First Subdivision: in the SE ¼ of 
Section 2-T122N-R64W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota (13671 387th Ave., War-
ner Twp.).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #249 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Commis-
sioner Fjeldheim, seconded by 
Wiese to approve the First Read-
ing of Proposed Ordinance #249.  

Applicant Erik Nolte requesting 
to rezone from Agriculture Pres-
ervation District (AG-P) to Mini-
Agriculture District (M-AG) to 
bring this parcel into compliance 
for its current use: Lot 1, “North 
Ten” in the SW ¼ of Section 13 
& the SE ¼ of Section 14-T124N-
R64W of the 5th P.M., Brown 
County, South Dakota (12676 
387th Ave., Lincoln Twp.).  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #250 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Commis-
sioner Gage, seconded by Wiese 
to approve the First Reading 
of Proposed Ordinance #250.  
Applicant Barry Winkler request-
ing to rezone from Agriculture 
Preservation District (AG-P) to 
Mini-Agriculture District (M-AG) 
to bring this parcel into compli-
ance for its current use: Outlot C, 
“Engel Subdivision” in the NE ¼ 
of Section 18-T124N-R63W, ex-
cept Sulzle Outlots A & B, of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota (12643 389th Ave., Ord-
way Twp.).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

PLANNING & ZONING BOARD 
APPOINTMENT: Scott Bader, 
Planning & Zoning (P & Z) Di-
rector informed the Commis-
sion that Darwin Bettman has 
resigned from the P & Z Board 
after 15 years of service.  The 
Board recognized him with a 
plaque at the June meeting.  
Scott asked the Commission to 
approve Carrie Weisenburger, 
who has been the alternate, 
to fill the vacancy on the P&Z 
Board; then they will need to 
find a new alternate.  Chairman 
Sutton wanted to publicly thank 
Darwin Bettman for his years of 
service on the Planning & Zoning 
Board. Moved by Commissioner 
Fjeldheim, seconded by Wiese 
to approve Carrie Weisenburger 
to replace Darwin Bettman on 
the Planning & Zoning Board. 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

GOSSMAN UPDATE: Stacy 
Gossman had a prior engage-
ment so was not able to wait for 
his time today so will reschedule 
for next week.

FEDERAL LOCAL BRIDGE 
PROGRAM – HIGHWAY DEPT. 
UPDATE: Dirk Rogers, Highway 
Superintendent informed the 
Commission that Bridge #85, 
#143 and #148 will not qualify 
for the Federal Local Bridge Pro-
gram but is going to contact DOT 
to discuss further on ones that 
are possibly functionally obsolete 
and look for some other bridges 
to put into the program. 

Dirk gave a Department Up-
date: They are putting the final 
touches on Rd. 5; will come back 
to finish the North 6 miles com-
ing up to 10 on 16; Elm Lake Rd. 
is moving along; they are mow-
ing and had a new truck driver 
start on Monday.  Commissioner 
Fjeldheim asked about the inter-
section of Co. Rd. 10 & 9, where 
you go to Westport if the blade 
could come by and straighten the 
gravel in the holes on the road.  
Commissioner Dennert informed 
that 2 miles East of Jct. Co. Rd. 9 
& 14 it is washboard conditions.

MINUTES: Moved by Com-
missioner Wiese, seconded by 
Dennert to approve the Gen-
eral Meeting minutes of July 
11, 2023. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

CLAIMS: Moved by Commis-
sioner Fjeldheim, seconded by 
Wiese to approve the following 
claims/payroll:

Claims: Professional Fees: 
Br ick ’s  TV and Appl iance 
$2,022.00; Certified Languag-
es International LLC $783.73; 
Christy Griffin-Serr Law Of-
fice $7,211.64; Cogley Law 
Office, Prof LLC $7,211.64; 
Dean Schaefer Court Reporting 
$258.00; Dependable Sanita-
tion, Inc $36,236.60; IMEG Corp 
$13,799.84; Jerald M. McNeary 
$7,211.64; Jeremy Lund-Siegel 
Barnett & Schutz, LLP $7,211.64; 
John Noyes-Bantz, Gosch & Cre-
mer $7,211.64; Kuck Law Office 
$7,211.64; Lewis & Clark BHS 
$823.00; LexisNexis Risk Data 
Mgt, LLC $200.00; Lucy Lewno 
$150.00; Mark Katterhagen 
$12.00; Sanford Health Occupa-
tional Medicine $702.00; Sanford 
Health $2,374.00; Taliaferro Law 
Firm, PC $7,211.64; Valerie J. 
Larson $12.00; Yankton County 
Sheriff ’s Office $50.00; Yel-
lowstone County Sheriff’s Office 
$75.00. Publishing: Chesterman 
Communications, Inc $3,000.00; 
GateHouse Media South Dakota 
Holdings, Inc $808.88; Hub City 
Radio $4,000.00. Repairs & 
Maintenance: Century Business 
Products $88.89; Day County 
Treasurer $1,766.99; Diesel 
Machinery, Inc $11,910.98; 
EcoLab Pest Elimination Divi-
sion $272.74; Foerster Testing 
Limited $1,690.00; Gary’s Auto 
Body & Accessories $265.07; 
Graham Tire Inc $16,055.84; 
K & S Plumbing, Inc $779.76; 
Meister Mowing LLC $1,030.00; 
Montgomery’s Furniture Inc 
$34,731.85; North 281 Auto 
$420.00; Olson’s Pest Techni-
cians $595.00; Pierson Ford 
Lincoln, Inc $674.90; Pomp’s Tire 
Service, Inc $1,110.00; Safety 
Service $329.50; Sewer Duck, 

Inc $85.00; Steven Lust Automo-
tive $261.03; Transource Truck & 
Equipment $1,470.23; Woodman 
Refrigeration, Inc $408.16. Sup-
plies: AASLH-American Assoc for 
State & Local History $168.00; 
Advance Auto Parts $1,308.61; 
Agtegra Cooperative $11,124.01; 
Avera LTC Pharmacy Aber-
deen $1,337.54; Bimbo Foods 
USA, Inc $1,101.04; Century 
Business Products $1,054.18; 
Charm-Tex, Inc $339.30; Cole 
Paper Inc $686.86; Dakota Elec-
tronics $540.00; Dakota Oil 
$1,976.42; Diesel Machinery, 
Inc $2,795.52; East Side Jersey 
Dairy Inc $1,080.45; Geffdog 
Designs $1,070.30; Graham 
Tire Inc $59.92; House of Glass 
$355.97; Knight Towing and 
Recovery $466.00; LabSource, 
Inc $634.57; Lien Transportation 
Company $39,938.15; Linde Gas 
& Equipment Inc. $307.71; Lucy 
Lewno $6.60; McKesson Medical-
Surgical Government Solutions 
$878.22; Menards $724.87; Mid-
states Group $150.00; Midwest 
Alarm Fire & Security Systems 
$279.26; NVC $27.06; Pantorium 
Cleaners Inc $56.00; Perfor-
mance Oil $63.71; PharmChem, 
Inc $447.30; Pierson Ford Lin-
coln, Inc $267.84; Pomp’s Tire 
Service, Inc $481.32; Runnings 
$1,078.43; Sewer Duck, Inc 
$389.00; SHI International Corp 
$178.10; Thomson Reuters-West 
Payment Center $2,198.60; Titan 
Machinery $50.00; Transource 
Truck & Equipment $1,901.38; 
Tri State Water $153.75. Trav-
el & Conference: Aaron Wal-
berg $177.20; Brandon Black 
$118.32; Joe Kraft $263.20. Utili-
ties: CenturyLink $62.16; City of 
Aberdeen Treasurer $2,467.87; 
City of Hecla $128.96; Depend-
able Sanitation, Inc $348.00; 
James Valley Telecommunica-
tions $209.10; Northern Electric 
$630.99; Northwestern Energy 
$98.62; NVC $3,875.93; Verizon 
Wireless $4,090.03. Others: SD 
Dept of Labor and Regulation 
$3,279.85; SD Dept of Revenue 
& Regulations $7,554.30.

P a y r o l l :  C o m m i s s i o n 
$4,615.41; Auditor $11,227.40; 
Treasurer $16,494.80; SA 
$28,978.18;  Ma intenance 
$8,560.82; DOE $15,617.46; 
ROD $9,932.80; VSO $4,254.09; 
GIS $2,643.52; IT $5,992.04; HR 
$4,698.75; Sheriff $51,539.22; 
Ja i l  $73,449.83;  Coroner 
$627.99; Ct. Security $7,243.96; 
JDC/HD $33,049.10; Welfare 
$2,336.49; DPM $12,013.99; 
Parks/Fairgrounds $7,046.26; 
Fair $4,921.10; 4-H $1,410.05; 
W&P $5,790.94; P&Z $8,082.60; 
Hwy. $46,039.19; Dispatch 
$58,053.92; EM $5,017.01; 24/7 
$2,883.99; Landfill $15,805.55; 
Meal Benefits $264.00; FICA 
$26,665.21; Medicare $6,236.20; 
Discovery_HSA $1,535.10.  All 
members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Com-
missioner Dennert, seconded by 
Gage to approve the following 
Human Resource Report submit-
ted by Human Resources Direc-
tor, Allison Tunheim: Acknowl-
edge employment ending for 
Danny Caraballo-Velez, Brown 
County JDC Detention Officer, 
FT; effective July 11, 2023. 
Request to fill. Approve hiring 
John Peterson as Brown County 
Highway Truck Driver, FT; start-
ing wage $20.67/hour; effective 
July 17, 2023. All members pres-
ent voting aye. Motion carried.

TRAVEL REQUESTS: Moved 
by Commissioner Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Gage to approve 
the following Travel Requests: 
Patricia Kendall, DPM to attend 
SD Non-profit Capacity Building 
Fundraising School in Sioux Falls, 
SD from Aug. 2-4, 2023; Lynn 
Heupel & Janel Hettich, Auditor’s 
Office to attend the SDACES 
Conference in Chamberlain on 
Aug. 17, 2023. All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

LOTTERY PERMIT: Moved 
by Commissioner Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Gage to approve 
and authorize Chairman Sutton 
to sign application, submitted 
by SPURS Therapeutic Riding 
Center for a lottery to be held 
December 15th or whenever all 
the tickets are sold.  All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

FIREWORKS PERMIT: Moved 
by Commissioner Dennert, sec-
onded by Wiese to approve and 
authorize Chairman Sutton to 
sign the Fireworks Display Permit 
for Richmond Lake Association 
for makeup date of July 21, 
2023, to be held at Edwards 
Preserve – Richmond Lake.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR 
LICENSE PERMIT HEARING: 
Moved by Commission Wiese, 
seconded by Gage to authorize 
advertising public hearing for the 
following Special Liquor License 
Permits: Boys & Girls Club of 
Aberdeen Area for Grandstand 
Concessions to be held at the 
Brown County Fair – SW ¼ 
of Sec 1-T123N-R64W, Brown 
County, SD on August 8, 2023 
(Special License effective August 
14-20, 2023); SPURS Therapeu-

tic Riding Center for Barn Dance 
& Benefit Auction to be held at 
SPURS – SPURS 2nd Addition, 
NW ¼ Sec 6-T123N-R63W on 
August 8, 2023 (Special License 
effective September 16, 2023). 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS: Commis-
sioner Gage shared a letter from 
Dana Nichols recognizing Aaron 
Walberg, VSO Officer, for his 
assistance with VA Claims. Gage 
commented that he wanted to 
share this to not only highlight 
what Aaron does in the VSO but 
to get the word out for Veteran’s 
need to reach out, also. Chair-
man Sutton shared the VSO 
Officer from Day County gave a 
report of the effectiveness and 
the critical role they play for our 
Veteran’s.

Representative Carl Perry, 
complimented Commissioner 
Wiese and Dirk Rogers, Highway 
Superintendent for attending the 
STIP DOT Meeting last week and 
represented the County well.  
Rep. Perry wanted to inform the 
Commission that there is a peti-
tion go out for Special Legislative 
Session for Land Rights – this 
will show who supports the land-
owner’s and who doesn’t.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 
by Commissioner Gage, sec-
onded by Dennert to go into 
Executive Session for Legal 
per SDCL 1-25-2.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion car-
ried.  The Chairman declared the 
executive session closed with no 
action taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Commissioner Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Wiese to adjourn 
the Brown County Commission 
meeting at 11:08 a.m. All mem-
bers present voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

Lynn Heupel, Brown County 
Auditor

Published July 26, 2023, at 
the total approximate cost of 
$219.10 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com.  22358

Brown County
Boys & Girls
Club Notice

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE LI-
CENSE

Notice is hereby given ac-
cording to SDCL 35-2, a Public 
Hearing on the following Malt 
Beverage License Application is 
set for the 8th day of August, 
2023, in the Chambers of the 
Brown County Commissioners, 
in the Courthouse Annex, Brown 
County, South Dakota, at which 
time any interested persons 
wishing to register complaint 
on their approval may appear:  
Boys & Girls Club of Aberdeen 
Area, Aberdeen, SD – Brown 
County Fair Grandstand - SW 
¼ of Sec 1-T123N-R64W Brown 
County, SD.  Special License ef-
fective August 14 – 20, 2023 for 
Grandstand Concessions.

ATTEST: Lynn Heupel  
Lynn Heupel, Brown County 

Auditor
Published July 26, 2023, at the 

total approximate cost of $10.12 
and may be viewed free of 
charge at www.sdpublicnotices.
com.  22359
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Columbia Comets Midget Team wins Three Rivers Tournament
Front Row left to right: Cody Meyer, Landon Schafner, Hudson Eichler, Easton 

Larson, Bennett Roettele, Marshall Mettler, Coach Colin Eichler
Back Row left to right: John Dennert, Coach Josh Larson, Treston Hanson, Alex 

Abeln, Cole Brust, Layne Johnson, Cole Meyer, John Bisbee, T.C. Schuster, Coach 
Tony Bisbee

1st game Columbia VS Frederick – Columbia won and moved onto the Champi-
onship game

Championship Game – Columbia VS Bath. Columbia won 20-17

Team Facts
2023 Three Rivers League Midget League Champs
2023 Three Rivers League Tournament Champs (this was the first championship 

win for Columbia’s Midget team since 2004)
Columbia’s Pee Wee team also won the 2023 Three Rivers League Championship. 

(Photo courtesy Columbia Baseball Facebook Page. Sarah Schuster for providing information)

Columbia Comets Pee Wee Team Wins Three-Rivers Tournament
Front row left to right: Colton Pullan, Garret Faehn, Paxton Eichler, Shaylee Gil-

christ, Saylor Gilchrist, Henry Pharis, Lillian Davis, Ethan Faehn, Arthur Eichler, 
Cooper Burst

Back row left to right: Coach Tony Bisbee, Connor Shafner, Kayson Hofer, Coach 
Josh Larson, Bennett Roettele, Rylee Hofer, Easton Larson, Jackson Helvig, Cody 
Meyer, Hudson Eichler, Coach Colin Eichler. (Columbia Baseball Facebook photo) (Amanda and Tony Bisbee 

for assistance)

Locals get SD Highway Patrol Saved by the Belt Award
Raelee Lilly, Gavin Kroll, Camryn Kurtz and Ashtyn Bahr were driving down the 

highway when a distracted driver entered their lane and collided with them. After 
the collision, Ashtyn’s vehicle entered the ditch and rolled several times. Thank-
fully all four occupants were wearing their seatbelts and only very minor injuries 
were sustained. Here all four were presented with the SDHP Saved by the Belt 
Award. Well done Ashtyn, Gavin, Camryn and Raelee ! (Photo from SD Highway Patrol Facebook Page)

Legion drops second 
game in Legion Regions
Groton Post #39 dropped its second game 

of the regions in the double elimination tour-
nament held in Northville. Groton held a 10-2 
at the top of the third inning, but Faulkton-
Highmore Hitmen scored four runs in each 
the third and fourth innings and added a run 
in the fifth and sixth as FH Hitmen won, 12-11.

Faulkton-Highmore had 11 hits compared to 
nine for Groton. Logan Ringgenberg and Tate 
Larson each had a double while Bradin Althoff 
had a triple. 

Both teams put up a bunch of runs, but Gro-
ton Legion Post 39 fell to FH Hitmen Legion 12-
11 on Wednesday. FH Hitmen Legion collected 
11 hits, while Groton Legion Post 39 had nine.

Groton Legion Post 39 was right in it until 
FH Hitmen Legion singled in the sixth inning.

Groton Legion Post 39 got on the board in 
the top of the second inning after Dillon Abeln 
singled, scoring one run, Brevin Fliehs singled, 
scoring one run, an error scored one run, and 
Tate Larson singled, scoring two runs.

Groton Legion Post 39 scored five runs on 
four hits in the top of the third inning. Cade 
Larson grounded out, scoring one run, Fliehs 
singled, scoring one run, Bradin Althoff tripled, 
scoring two runs, and Larson doubled, scoring 
one run.

FH Hitmen Legion tied the game in the bot-
tom of the fourth thanks to a hit by a pitch, 
and a single by August Kopecky.

Groton Legion Post 39 took the lead in the 
top of the fifth. One run scored on another 
play, to give Groton Legion Post 39 the leg 
up, 11-10.

Carson Stephenson singled, which helped 
FH Hitmen Legion tie the game at 11 in the 
bottom of the fifth.

Layne Cotton earned the win for FH Hitmen 
Legion. They gave up zero hits and one run 
(zero earned) over four innings, striking out 
five and walking three. Fliehs took the loss 
for Groton Legion Post 39. They went one 
and one-third innings, surrendering one run 
(zero earned) on three hits, striking out none 
and walking none. Larson started the game 
for Groton Legion Post 39. The righty allowed 
five hits and 10 runs (four earned) over three 
and two-thirds innings, striking out five and 
walking three. Gunner Brueggeman stepped 
on the mound first for FH Hitmen Legion. They 
allowed nine hits and 10 runs (seven earned) 
over three innings, striking out two and walk-
ing three.

Groton Legion Post 39 collected nine hits in 
the game. Fliehs and Larson each collected 
two hits for Groton Legion Post 39. Larson 
drove the middle of the lineup, leading Groton 
Legion Post 39 with three runs batted in. They 
went 2-for-4 on the day. Cole Simon paced 
Groton Legion Post 39 with two walks. Overall, 
the team had patience at the plate, collecting 
six walks for the game. Ryan Groeblinghoff, 
Simon, and Colby Dunker each stole multiple 
bases for Groton Legion Post 39. Groton Le-
gion Post 39 stole seven bases in the game. 
Groton Legion Post 39 turned one double play 
in the game.

FH Hitmen Legion amassed 11 hits in the 
game. Stephenson set the tone at the top 
of the lineup, leading FH Hitmen Legion with 
three hits in four at bats. Alex Sorensen led FH 
Hitmen Legion with four runs batted in. They 
went 2-for-3 on the day. Cotton and Kopecky 
each collected multiple hits for FH Hitmen Le-
gion. Stephenson stole two bases. FH Hitmen 
Legion stole five bases in the game.

Second-Inning Burst Enough 
To Lead Aberdeen Past Groton 

Locke Electric
Aberdeen scored 13 runs in the second in-

ning, which helped them defeat Groton Locke 
Electric 21-0 on Thursday.

Aberdeen got on the board in the bottom of 
the first inning after Jackson Cogley induced 
Spencer Sealbach to hit into a fielder’s choice, 
Continues on next page



Groton Independent ◊ Wed., July 26, 2023 ◊ 7

but one run scored, Tyler Oliver doubled, 
scoring one run, Ryan Ellingson drew a walk, 
scoring one run, Chad Ellirgson drew a walk, 
scoring one run, Brandon Kisler was struck by 
a pitch, driving in a run, and Micheal  Babcock 
doubled, scoring three runs.

Aberdeen scored 13 runs on eight hits in the 
bottom of the second inning. Oliver  doubled, 
scoring one run, Kelly  Coates singled, scor-
ing one run, Ellirgson was struck by a pitch, 
driving in a run, Kisler singled, scoring one 
run, Babcock singled, scoring one run, Niko 
Pezorelle was struck by a pitch, driving in a 
run, Sealbach singled, scoring one run, Oliver  
drew a walk, scoring one run, Coates singled, 
scoring one run, Jesse  Babcock drew a walk, 
scoring one run, Ellirgson singled, scoring one 
run, Kisler grounded out, scoring one run, and 
Babcock doubled, scoring one run.

Cogley stepped on the bump first for Groton 
Locke Electric. The righty allowed five hits and 
13 runs over one inning, striking out none and 
walking five. Ellirgson stepped on the hill first 
for Aberdeen. They surrendered one hit and 
zero runs over three innings, striking out six 
and walking none.

Ryan Groenlinghoff led Groton Locke Electric 
with one hit in one at bat. Groton Locke Electric 
turned one double play in the game. Groton 
Locke Electric didn’t commit a single error in 
the field. Colin Frey had the most chances in 
the field with three.

Aberdeen collected 13 hits in the game. 
Babcock led Aberdeen with four hits in four 
at bats. Oliver , Coates, and Sealbach each 
collected multiple hits for Aberdeen. Elling-
son paced Aberdeen with two walks. Overall, 
the team had patience at the plate, piling up 
seven walks for the game. Aberdeen were 
sure-handed in the field and didn’t commit a 
single error. Coates had the most chances in 
the field with nine.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion 
Beat Redfield

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion were triumphant 
over Redfield Clay Kiser Jr. Legion 17U 8-6 
on Monday in regional action being played in 
Northville.

Redfield Clay Kiser Jr. Legion 17U got on the 
board in the first inning after Micah Zastrow 
doubled, scoring two runs.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion made the score 
4-2 in the bottom of the second after Gavin 
Englund doubled, scoring one run, Jarrett Erd-
mann drew a walk, scoring one run, and two 
runs scored on another play.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion committed an er-
ror, which helped Redfield Clay Kiser Jr. Legion 
17U tie the game at four in the top of the fifth.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion took the lead in 
the bottom of the fifth inning after Caden Mc-
inerney singled, Brevin Fliehs walked, Braxton 
Imrie walked, and Teylor Diegel was struck by 
a pitch, each scoring one run.

Englund earned the win for Groton Post 39 
Jr. Legion. The right-handed pitcher gave up 
three hits and four runs (one earned) over 
five innings, striking out four and walking five. 
Hunter Binger took the loss for Redfield Clay 
Kiser Jr. Legion 17U. They went four and one-
third innings, allowing eight runs on seven hits, 
striking out none and walking six. Mcinerney 
pitched one inning of scoreless ball for Groton 
Post 39 Jr. Legion in relief. The reliever gave 
up one hit, striking out none and walking one.

Fliehs, Nicholas Morris, Diegel, Englund, 
Imrie, Mcinerney, and Lincoln Krouse each 
collected one hit for Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion. 
Fliehs, Diegel, Englund, Imrie, and Mcinerney 
each drove in one run for Groton Post 39 Jr. Le-
gion. Morris led Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion with 
two walks. Overall, the team had a strong eye 
at the plate, tallying seven walks for the game. 
Morris and Imrie each stole multiple bases for 
Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion. Groton Post 39 Jr. 
Legion ran wild on the base paths, amassing 
six stolen bases for the game. Groton Post 39 
Jr. Legion turned one double play in the game.

Zastrow and Eli Morrissette each collected 
two hits for Redfield Clay Kiser Jr. Legion 17U. 
Zastrow drove the middle of the lineup, leading 
Redfield Clay Kiser Jr. Legion 17U with three 
runs batted in. The infielder went 2-for-3 on 
the day. Kellan Hurd led Redfield Clay Kiser 
Jr. Legion 17U with three walks. Overall, the 
team had a strong eye at the plate, piling up 
six walks for the game. Kevin Weller stole two 
bases.
Braxton Imrie’s Clutch Hitting Propels 
Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion To Victory 

Over Sisseton Post 50
Braxton Imrie drove in four runs on three hits 

to lead Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion past Sisseton 
Post 50 21-2 on Monday in regional action in 
Northville. Imrie doubled in the fourth inning, 
scoring three runs, and singled in the first in-
ning, scoring one.

Sisseton Post 50 got on the board in the first 
inning after Hayden Hellwig singled, scoring 
one run.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion took the lead in the 
bottom of the first inning after Imrie singled, 
Korbin Kucker doubled, Teylor Diegel singled, 
and Gavin Englund doubled, each scoring one 
run.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion scored five runs on 
five hits in the bottom of the second inning. 
Diegel singled, scoring one run, an error scored 
one run, Nicholas Morris singled, scoring two 
runs, and Jarrett Erdmann singled, scoring 
one run.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion extended their 
early lead with four runs in the bottom of the 
third thanks to RBI doubles by Morris and 
Brevin Fliehs.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion scored eight runs 
on four hits in the bottom of the fourth inning. 
An error scored two runs, Nick Groeblinghoff 
drew a walk, scoring one run, Fliehs drew a 
walk, scoring one run, Imrie doubled, scoring 
three runs, and Diegel singled, scoring one run.

Imrie earned the win for Groton Post 39 
Jr. Legion. The right-handed pitcher allowed 
five hits and two runs (one earned) over five 
innings, striking out five and walking five. LJ 
Crooks took the loss for Sisseton Post 50. The 
starting pitcher went three and one-third in-
nings, giving up 18 runs (12 earned) on 15 hits, 
striking out two and walking four.

Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion tallied 17 hits in 
the game. Diegel went 4-for-5 at the plate to 
lead Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion in hits. Kucker, 
Morris, Fliehs, and Carter Simon each collected 
multiple hits for Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion. 
Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion had a strong eye 
at the plate, piling up six walks for the game. 
Karsten Fliehs and Fliehs led the team with 
two free passes each. Imrie stole two bases. 
Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion turned one double 
play in the game. Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion 
didn’t commit a single error in the field. Fliehs 
had the most chances in the field with five.

Owen Ceroll, Max Dahlen, Bradley Hansen, 
Hellwig, and Carter Stickland each collected 
one hit for Sisseton Post 50. Hellwig went 
1-for-2 at the plate as they led the team with 
one run batted in. Sisseton Post 50 turned one 
double play in the game.

Groton Jr. Legion 
qualifies for state

In a round-robin style playoffs, the top two 
teams from the region will advance to the 
state tournament. Groton’s two earlier wins 
was enough to send the local team to state, 
despite dropping a 13-3 game Tuesday night 
to Warner-Ipswich-Northwestern.

Warner-Ipswich-Northwestern Jr Legion got 
on the board in the bottom of the first inning 
after Drew Bakeburg singled, Tristan Gosch 
walked, and Alec Mikkelson walked, each scor-
ing one run.

A walk by Bakeburg extended the Warner-
Ipswich-Northwestern Jr Legion lead to 4-1 in 
the bottom of the second inning.

Warner-Ipswich-Northwestern Jr Legion 
scored five runs on three hits in the bottom 
of the third inning. Korbin Kucker induced Mik-

kelson to hit into a fielder’s choice, but one run 
scored, Logan Fischbach drew a walk, scoring 
one run, Chase Mansfield was struck by a 
pitch, driving in a run, and Jarrett Erdmann 
induced Bakeburg to hit into a fielder’s choice, 
but one run scored.

Bakeburg earned the win for Warner-Ipswich-
Northwestern Jr Legion. They gave up four hits 
and three runs (one earned) over five innings, 
striking out four and walking one. Kucker took 
the loss for Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion. The 
right-handed pitcher went two and one-third 
innings, giving up nine runs (eight earned) on 
six hits, striking out three and walking seven.

Brevin Fliehs set the tone at the top of the 
lineup, leading Groton Post 39 Jr. Legion with 
two hits in three at bats. Kucker led Groton 
Post 39 Jr. Legion with one run batted in. The 
number three hitter went 1-for-2 on the day.

Mikkelson seized on their opportunities, lead-
ing Warner-Ipswich-Northwestern Jr Legion 
with three runs batted in from the number 
eight spot in the lineup.  Xavier Kadlec and 
Gosch each collected two hits for Warner-
Ipswich-Northwestern Jr Legion. Warner-
Ipswich-Northwestern Jr Legion had a strong 
eye at the plate, accumulating 14 walks for the 
game. Gavin Lane and Mikkelson led the team 
with three walks each. Kadlec stole two bases.

Groton Locke Electric 
Falls To Miller Outlaws

Groton Locke Electric fell to Outlaws 5-3 on 
Tuesday in district competition being played 
in Groton.

A triple by Layne Cotton put Outlaws on the 
board in the top of the second.

Gunnar Brueggeman earned the win for 
Outlaws. The starting pitcher gave up three 
hits and one run over six and one-third in-
nings, striking out three and walking four. Ryan 
Groenlinghoff took the loss for Groton Locke 
Electric. The starting pitcher went six innings, 
allowing four runs on six hits, striking out four 
and walking seven.

Brian Hansen drove the middle of the lineup, 
leading Groton Locke Electric with two runs 
batted in. They went 2-for-4 on the day. Gro-
ton Locke Electric turned one double play in 
the game.

Cotton led Outlaws with two hits in five at 
bats. Rafael Clemente paced Outlaws with 
three walks. Overall, the team had patience at 
the plate, collecting seven walks for the game.

Continued from previous page
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Brown County 4-H 
Fashion Revue Results

The 2023 Brown County 4-H Fashion Revue 
was held Tuesday July 11 . The event was 
held at

the Brown County 4-H Office. There was one 
participant this year.

Karelyn Farrand of Aberdeen was the judge. 
Models are judged on the following criteria: 
the fit of the garment, the accessories, the 
individual’s modeling ability, the construction 
of the garment; and the garments cost and 
care. Each model was given a ribbon placing. 
All participants are invited to represent Brown 
County at the South Dakota State Fair as well 
as during 4-H Night at the Brown County Fair 
on Thursday, August 17, under the Ken’s tent 
starting at 6:00 pm.

RESULTS:
Senior:
Purple Ribbon: Ashlynn Warrington
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“ Part Two: 
Getting the 
Most Out 
of Your 

Healthcare”

• After your visit: 
Your physician may 
order blood work, x-
rays or a scan of your 
body. If the concern is acute or potentially a threat to your immediate 
health, you may be asked to wait for your results in the clinic. Normally, 
patients may leave and await their results from home. If the physician 
has requested a follow-up appointment, please schedule prior to your 
departure. We highly encourage this step as the schedules fill up very 
quickly. 

• Results: Nowadays, many health institutions offer an application 
for your phone or computer to track your information at the touch of a 
button. While this is incredibly convenient, it can also create anxiety. If 
an abnormal result occurs, please wait patiently to hear from the clinic. 
We are performing many tasks and seeing patients during the day. It 
may take time to hear from us. Depending on your preference, you 
will receive either a phone call or message from the doctor or nurse on 
your results along with what to do with the information. More serious 
results will likely come from the doctor themselves. The majority of the 
results and information will be relayed to you from the nursing staff. 

• Messages/questions: With these new apps, many patients have the 
option to message their physician with questions/concerns. The ques-
tions go to a pool being covered by a litany of clinic staff. They will use 
their knowledge to help with the concern/question. When necessary, 
the staff will forward it to the physician. Depending on the institu-
tion, we may have 24-72 hours to respond. If your question involves 
symptoms like chest pain or shortness of breath - DO NOT MESSAGE. 
Please call the clinic to speak with a nurse, call 911 or proceed to the 
Emergency Room.  

• Medication refills: There’s nothing more frustrating than going to 
the pharmacy and find there are no refills available on medications. 
Most healthcare systems likely have a timeframe set for when medica-
tions are required to be sent, the average is about 24-48 hours. That 
being said, please watch your medication supply carefully. When you 
have about 5-7 days left, call your pharmacy and request a refill, send 
a request via your application or call the clinic. Please plan accordingly 
around vacations/travel and holidays. If available, sign up for your 
pharmacy’s notification system for your convenience. This will ensure 
timely refills so you do not go without your medications or make un-
necessary trips to the pharmacy. 

In closing, the healthcare system is a very busy entity providing care 
to thousands of patients simultaneously through various avenues. I’m 
hoping this essay can give patients some insight and assistance on how 
to navigate the systems and get the most seamless care.

Dr. Samantha Darnall-Werlinger is a family medicine physician with a special interest in obstetrics. 
Dr. Darnall-Werlinger practices at the Sanford Health Watertown Clinic in Watertown, SD. Follow The 
Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 
Q&A show based on science, built on trust for 21 seasons, broadcast on SDPB and streaming live on 
Facebook most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  

Samantha Darnall-Werlinger, MD

Groton Locke Electric 
Falls To Northville

Groton Locke Electric fell to Northville 9-5 
on Monday.

Groton Locke Electric jumped out to the lead 
in the top of the second inning after Wyatt 
Locke doubled, scoring two runs, and Ryan 
Groenlinghoff singled, scoring one run.

Northville jumped back into the lead in 
the bottom of the fourth inning after Remly 
singled, Maxfield singled, and Groton Locke 
Electric committed an error, each scoring one 
run.

Groton Locke Electric tied the game in the 
top of the fifth thanks to a sacrifice fly by Brian 
Hansen, and a single by Dalton Locke.

Northville took the lead, 9-5, in the bottom 
of the eighth thanks to singles by Maxfield, M 
Waltman, and Fischbach.

Maxfield earned the win for Northville. The 
reliever allowed one hit and zero runs over 
three innings, striking out two and walking 
none. Alex Morris took the loss for Groton 
Locke Electric. The right-handed pitcher went 
eight innings, surrendering nine runs (seven 
earned) on 17 hits, striking out nine and walk-
ing two. Weber led things off on the mound 
for Northville. They allowed eight hits and five 
runs over six innings, striking out three and 
walking one.

Groton Locke Electric tallied nine hits in the 
game. Locke, Dylan Frey, and Locke each col-
lected two hits for Groton Locke Electric. Locke 
seized on their opportunities, leading Groton 
Locke Electric with two runs batted in from the 
number eight spot in the lineup. They went 

2-for-4 on the day.
Northville piled up 17 hits in the game. 

Fischbach went 4-for-5 at the plate to lead 
Northville in hits. Maxfield, Heyne, and Walt-
man each drove in two runs for Northville. Josh 
and Fischbach each collected multiple hits for 
Northville. Simes stole two bases. Northville 
turned one double play in the game.

In Walk-Off, Groton Legion Post 
39 Lose To Redfield Post 92

A walk-off left Groton Legion Post 39 on the 
wrong end of an 11-10 defeat to Redfield Post 
92, Clay Kiser on Tuesday. The game was tied 
at 10 in the bottom of the seventh when Brevin 
Fliehs induced Kellan Hurd to hit into a fielder’s 
choice, but one run scored.

Despite the loss, Groton Legion Post 39 did 
collect 11 hits in the high-scoring affair. Unfor-
tunately, Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser had nine 
hits on the way to victory.

Groton Legion Post 39 were the first to get 
on the board in the first when an error scored 
one run.

A double by Bradin Althoff, and a single by 
Dillon Abeln helped Groton Legion Post 39 
extend their early lead in the third.

Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser jumped into the 
lead in the bottom of the fifth when an error 
scored one run, an error scored two runs, 
and Seth Siebrecht hit a sacrifice fly, scoring 
one run.

Groton Legion Post 39 took the lead, 10-7, 
in the top of the seventh thanks to singles by 

Althoff, and Colby Dunker.
Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser took the lead in 

the bottom of the seventh inning after Groton 
Legion Post 39 committed an error, Groton 
Legion Post 39 committed an error, Groton 
Legion Post 39 committed an error, and Hurd 
hit into a fielder’s choice, each scoring one run.

Peyton Osborn earned the win for Redfield 
Post 92, Clay Kiser. The reliever gave up five 
hits and four runs over one and one-third in-
nings, striking out two and walking two. Ryan 
Groeblinghoff stepped on the mound first for 
Groton Legion Post 39. The starting pitcher 
allowed eight hits and eight runs (one earned) 
over six innings, striking out four and walk-
ing one. Nolan Gall started on the mound for 
Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser. The righty gave 
up four hits and five runs (three earned) over 
five innings, striking out six and walking six.

Groton Legion Post 39 tallied 11 hits in the 
game. Althoff led Groton Legion Post 39 with 
three hits in five at bats. Fliehs and Abeln each 
collected multiple hits for Groton Legion Post 
39. Tate Larson paced Groton Legion Post 39 
with four walks. Overall, the team had patience 
at the plate, collecting nine walks for the game.

Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser piled up nine hits 
in the game. Gall and Owen Osborn each col-
lected two hits for Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser. 
Erik Salmen led Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser 
with four runs batted in. The right-handed 
hitter went 1-for-4 on the day. Gall stole two 
bases. Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser ran wild on 
the base paths, piling up six stolen bases for 
the game.


