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Brian Gravatt was putting up the flags 
in Groton. Gravatt has been doing flag 
duty for about six years. (Photo by Paul Kosel) Flags hang still in the early morning hours 

in downtown Groton. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 39 encourages the town of 
Groton to honor fallen warriors on National Poppy Day®
Honor our fallen warriors 

and contribute to the continu-
ing needs of our veterans on 
National Poppy Day®, May 26, 
when members of American 
Legion Auxiliary (ALA) Unit 
39 will distribute bright red 
poppies in exchange for a do-
nation from 10-12 at Ken’s in 
Groton and during the week of 
May 22-26, a donation poppy 
can and poppies will be left 
at the following: Groton Le-
gion, City Hall, Ken’s Food 
Fair, Groton Dairy Queen and 
Lori’s Pharmacy. The Flanders 
Fields poppy has become an 
internationally known and 
recognized symbol of the lives 
sacrificed in war and the hope 
that none died in vain. The 
American Legion Family called 
upon Congress to proclaim the 
Friday before Memorial Day as 
National Poppy Day, which was 
officially designated as such 
in 2017. 

“Wearing the poppy on National Poppy Day and throughout Memorial Day weekend is one 
small way to honor and remember our fallen warriors who willingly served our nation and 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom,” said ALA Unit 39 President Samantha Oswald. 
“We must never forget.” 

The poppy also honors hospitalized and disabled veterans who handcraft many of the red, 
crepe paper flowers. Making the poppies provides a financial and therapeutic benefit to the 
veterans, as well as a benefit to thousands of other veterans. 

When The American Legion Family adopted the poppy as its memorial flower in the early 
1920s, the blood-red icon became an enduring symbol of honor for the sacrifices of our veterans 
from the battlefields of France in World War I to today’s global war on terror. The American 
Legion Auxiliary raises about $4 million each year distributing poppies throughout the nation, 
with 100 percent of the funds raised going directly to help veterans, military, and their families.

The American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) is a community of volunteers serving veterans, military, 
and their families. Our members also support the mission of The American Legion in improving 
the quality of life for our nation’s veterans. Proud sponsor of ALA Girls Nation, National Poppy 
Day® and recognized for advocating for veterans on Capitol Hill, the more than 600,000 ALA 
members across the country volunteer millions of hours annually and raise millions of dollars 
in service to veterans, military, and their families. Founded in 1919, the ALA is one of the old-
est patriotic membership organizations in the U.S.A. To learn more and to volunteer, join, and 
donate, visit www.ALAforVeterans.org. 

Groton Legion Post #39 is one of the places to get 
your Poppy. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Groton Post #39 
Memorial Day Schedule

Hufton at 7:30 a.m.
James at 8:15 a.m.
Verdon at 8:45 a.m.

Bates-Scotland at 9:15 a.m.
Ferney at 10 a.m.

Andover Union at 11 a.m.

Groton at Noon
Guest speaker at Groton 

is Donald Pasch.
Lunch to follow at the Groton Post #39 
home served by the Legion Auxiliary. 

In the event of inclement weather, 
the ceremony will be held at the 

Post home.

Groton Post #39 is sponsoring 
the FREE viewing of the broadcast 

at

People in their vehicles can listen 
on the radio at 89.3 FM.



ray carried the Nuggets 
with 30 points in the 
first half. In Los Angeles. 
Against a desperate Lak-
ers team that fell to 3-0.

We  haven ’ t  even 
touched on Jimmy But-
ler, a 6-7 force of will 
who has carried the un-
likely Miami Heat to the 
precipice of the finals—
almost certainly to face 
the vastly-more talented 
Nuggets. Don’t count 
him out.

It’s a hard-knock life, 
and Butler’s been knocked around. Kicked 
out of the house by his mother, homeless in 
Houston at 13 until adopted by a family that 
already had seven kids, he labored in obscu-
rity in junior college. Sat the bench in Chicago 
when he finally made the NBA, and bounced 
around—bounced out of Minnesota, a victim, 
perhaps, of his own intensity. And here he is. 
The bold, unselfish general of an unlikely team 
that put the favored Celtics in a 3-0 hole.

Before the NBA draft, he told an interviewer, 
“Please... I’m just asking you, don’t write it in 
a way that makes people feel sorry for me. I 
hate that. There’s nothing to feel sorry about. 
I love what happened to me. It made me who 
I am. I’m grateful for the challenges I’ve faced. 
Please, don’t make them feel sorry for me.”

The game’s never been better, more athletic, 
with more compelling human drama, with 
more players worthy of our applause.

I lived in Denver for a few years and naturally 
adopted the Broncos, along with my Dolphins 
and Vikings; I loved Doug Moe’s Nuggets, too. 
Dan Issel, Alex English, Kiki VanDeWeghe, Fat 
Lever, deadeyes, all. They’d score 140. And 
lose.

This incarnation plays defense. They’re big 
and gifted. If they end up facing the Heat, it 
will be a pity that someone has to lose. The 
rest of us will win, however.

There’s something special going on, some-
thing inspirational. Don’t miss it.

© Tony Bender, 2023
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That’s 
Life

by Tony Bender

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

The twilight of the idols, 
the birth of new stars

You don’t have to be a diehard basketball fan 
to appreciate that there’s something special 
happening in the NBA finals. Not if you’re a 
fan of excellence, of unscheduled triumph, the 
force of will that inspires us.

Sports, more than most facets of life, re-
minds us of the swiftness of time. Time defeats 
us all. Willie Mays in the Mets outfield in 1973. 
Muhammad Ali unable to turn away from the 
spotlight. But new stars are born just as old 
ones become black hole memories. It’s the 
way of the universe.

By the time you read this, the great LeBron 
James’ desperate Lakers may be done, bowed 
by the brilliance a sweet-passing, sweet-
shooting Denver Nuggets team, anchored by 
generational greatness, Nikola Jokic, a pasty, 
doughy, 6-11 Serbian center who brings the 
ball up he court in a smooth lope and passes 
like Magic Johnson. Sublime, effortless passes 
to the right place at the right time.

He sees the court—sees everything—like a 
deity. Larry Bird in Charles Barkley’s body with 
a humble demeanor that masks unrivaled com-
petitiveness. You want to say “assassin,” but 
you can’t say that about a big lug who sweetly 
gestures to his daughter after the games to 
remind her of the song they sing together at 
bedtime.

He’s the pivot point of a unit that exemplifies 
team basketball, echoing those recent vintage 
Steph Curry and Golden State champions, an 
aging, diminished team that lost a noble series 
to the Lakers.

Curry, who transformed the game, wrested it 
from plodding giants as the deadliest shooter in 
history, is 35. LeBron, the only player they dare 
mention in the same sentence with Michael 
Jordan, is 38. It brings to mind Nietzsche’s line 
about The Twilight of Idols. They’re lesser now 
but greater than most, even as they fade.

That the Lakers were able to make a run is 
a miracle in itself. By the trade deadline, they 
were lost, hopelessly buried in the standings, 
but they retooled with pesky unknowns, to 
make LeBron and Anthony Davis’s team the 
hottest one going into the playoffs. The best 
defense in the league.

Meanwhile, in Denver, a team that’s never 
even been to the finals, things have finally 
come together. The oft-injured Jamaal Mur-
ray—now, there’s the assassin—is back and 
brilliantly so. It couldn’t happen to a nicer guy. 
After an ACL injury that sidelined the 26-year-
old guard, the most recent in a growing list 
of debilitating injuries, he was despondent 
and told his coach, the raspy-voiced Mike 
Malone, that they should consider trading him. 
He called himself “damaged goods.” Malone 
responded with two beautiful words. “You’re 
ours.”

How can you not cheer for a team like that? 
Even when Jokic has been only great and not 
amazing, Murray has taken over games. With 
the big man on the bench in foul trouble, Mur-

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

Weekly Vikings Recap 
- Seasons the Vikings 

Exceeded Expectations
By Jack & Duane Kolsrud
Minnesota Vikings Seasons that 

Exceeded Expectations
Since the news of the Za’Darius Smith trade 

last week, its been quiet in the land of 10,000 
lakes. The only Vikings-related news is that the 
team will kick-off their first of nine Organized 
Team Activity practices on Monday. With the 
potential for a new contract extension, it will 
be interesting to see if Justin Jefferson is out 
there or tries to use any leverage he has to 

ensure a record-setting contract extension 
gets completed before the season starts. 

Because of this lack of Vikings news, we 
thought it would be a nice change of pace to 
discuss various fun Vikings topics. This week, 
we will look back at past Vikings’ seasons and 
see which ones greatly exceeded what was 
expected of them coming into the season. 

1992 Minnesota Vikings
In his first season as the Minnesota Vikings’ 

head coach, Dennis Green came into the 
season with no expectations of immediate 
success. In the preseason, the Vikings were 
predicted to finish under .500 and third in 
the NFC Central. However, the Vikings quickly 
outdid those predictions as the team had an 
11-5 record and a first-place finish in the NFC 
Central.

1992 was a unique Vikings season as the 
team’s leading passer, Rich Gannon, threw 
for a measly 1,905 yards passing. 1992 was 
also the first year when two of the biggest 
Vikings’ stars of the 1990s, John Randle and 
Cris Carter, started to display a little bit of 
their future greatness. Both Randle and Carter 
would eventually go on to make their first of 
many pro bowls the next season.

Sadly, the Vikings would eventually fall to 
the Washington Redskins in the Wild Card 
Round. However, 1992 would go on to be a 
great building block for the Vikings as the 
team would make the playoffs in six of the 
next seven seasons.

1998 Minnesota Vikings
We all remember how fun the 1998 season 

was for the Vikings as it was the coming out 
party for rookie Randy Moss, and the team 
went 15-1 while setting the NFL scoring record. 
What we may forget, however, is that coming 
into that season, the Vikings were predicted 
to win only eight to nine games and finish tied 
for 3rd in the NFC Central. 

That prediction quickly failed as the Vikings 
had 10 wins by week 12 and clinched the NFC 
Central title by week 14. As we all remember, 
the Vikings’ 1998 season ended tragically in the 
NFC Championship game with a loss against 
the Atlanta Falcons. Since the Vikings’ loss to 
the Oakland Raiders in Super Bowl XI in 1976, 
the 1998 Minnesota Vikings were far and away 
the best chance this franchise had to win a 
Super Bowl.

2012 Minnesota Vikings
Of all the Minnesota Vikings’ seasons, the 

2012 season might be the weirdest of them 
all. Coming into the season, the Vikings were 
predicted to win only six games and finish dead 
last in the NFC North by a wide margin. Not 
only did the team finish 3-13 the year prior, 
their worst record since 1984, Adrian Peterson 
was coming off a torn ACL that occurred on 
Christmas Eve, just a little over eight months 
before the start of the 2012 season. 

Through week 6 of the 2012 season, Percy 
Harvin was a human highlight reel and was 
poised to become the first wide receiver to 
ever win the NFL MVP. However, an injury to 
Percy Harvin derailed any dreams of hoisting 
that elusive prize and he was eventually shut 
down for the rest of the season in week 10. 
Adrian Peterson took over from there, even-
tually finishing with 2,097 rushing yards and 
winning the MVP award. Peterson, who is the 
last running back to win the MVP, truly put 
the Vikings on his back in 2012 as the team 
finished 10-6 and clinched a wild card spot in 
the playoffs. 

Like all these other seasons, the Vikings 
would go on to lose in the playoffs, but the 
pure determination and will of Adrian Peterson 
in the 2012 season will never be forgotten by 
Vikings fans. Skol!

605/397-2311
www.grotonford.com
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Presidential Power, the 
14th Amendment and the 

Public Debt
The debt ceiling standoff between President 

Joe Biden and House Republicans has illuminated 
the Public Debt Clause of the 14th Amendment, 
one of the most obscure provisions in the Con-
stitution and one seldom discussed since the Civil 
War. Its invocation may be the key to avoiding 
economic catastrophe.

Section 4 of the 14th Amendment provides that 
“The validity of the public debt, authorized by 
law. . . shall not be questioned.” Legal scholars 

and historians agree that the clause was designed to ensure that the 
federal government would not repudiate its debts, as some former 
Confederate states had done.

This relatively unknown clause of the 14th Amendment aimed to 
place beyond doubt the obligations of the government to repay debts 
incurred by the Union in suppressing the southern rebellion, but its 
language, as the Library of Congress’ analysis justly observes, “indi-
cates a broader connotation. The validity of the public debt embraces 
whatever concerns the integrity of the public obligations and applies 
to government bonds issued after as well as before adoption of the 
Amendment.”

Simply put, the Public Debt Clause declares to the world that Amer-
ica pays its bills. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has said, 
“America has never defaulted, and it never will.”

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellin has warned Congress and Presi-
dent Biden that they have only until June 1 to reach a deal to raise 
the nation’s $31.4 trillion borrowing limit or face a default. The conse-
quences of a default—the failure of America to pay its bills—economists 
and government officials tell us, would be far-reaching: more than 
eight million people would lose their jobs; millions of social security 
beneficiaries, veterans, and military families could lose their monthly 
payments; and vital federal services including air traffic control could 
be disrupted if government employees are not paid. In addition, many 
businesses would be forced into bankruptcy, and financial markets 
would be gripped by panic. Economic pain in America and across the 
globe would be long-lasting. It is with good reason that the standoff 
is described as a crisis.

The looming deadline and the deep-seated difficulties in winning a 
compromise between President Biden and House Republicans sug-
gest resort to the Public Debt Clause as a solution, although it has 
never been invoked in previous debt ceiling fights and is wrapped in 
controversy.

By David Adler

The South Dakota Humanities Council is making available a weekly 
column -- “We the People” -- that focuses on the U.S. Constitution. It 
is written by David Adler, who is president of The Alturas Institute, a 
non-profit organization created to promote the Constitution, gender 
equality, and civic education. 

Under section four of the 14th Amendment, which guarantees that 
the U.S. will not default, but in fact pay its bills, it is unconstitutional 
for our nation not to pay its debts. President Biden, in the exercise 
of his duty under Article II of the Constitution—“He shall take care 
to faithfully execute the laws of the land”—would direct the Treasury 
Department to issue debts without congressional action that raises 
the debt ceiling.

Under this theory, since the money authorized by Congress has been 
spent, the federal government has an obligation to somehow find or 
mint the money to pay in full those whom it has promised to pay. For 
those wondering, President Biden, on the authority of a 1998 Supreme 
Court decision in the line-item veto case, has no discretionary author-
ity to pick and choose which debts to pay. Again, the nation’s debts 
must be paid. In full.

Those who object to this theory on grounds that such presidential 
action would constitute a usurpation of the congressional power “of 
the purse,” including the authority under Article I, Section 8, Clause 2, 
to “borrow Money on the credit of the United States,” certainly have 
a legitimate, textual point.

What is to be done, however, if Congress fails to exercise that power 
to fulfill its duty in the face of an obligation under the 14th Amendment, 
a scenario fully contemplated by the drafters of this pivotal Reconstruc-
tion Amendment who were very much alive to the possibility that a 
post-Civil War Congress might resist payment of its debts? Mindful of 
that scenario, and the economic and systemic calamity that it could 
produce, the Framers of the 14th Amendment employed language 
that imposed on the federal government a direct constitutional com-
mand: “the validity of the public debt, authorized by law, shall not be 
questioned.”

The constitutional command would be rendered toothless by an 
obstinate Congress unwilling to carry out its duty to pay debts that 
have been incurred. But the 14th Amendment is the supreme law of 
the land and cannot be ignored or circumvented by a legislative body 
unwilling to pay America’s bills. And because it is a law, the president, 
who has a constitutional duty to execute the laws, should fulfill it by 
invoking the Public Debt Clause. The fact that there is no clear legal 
mechanism for the president to do so, other than under the authority 
of the Public Debt Clause through the performance of his duty in Take 
Care Clause, does not relieve the federal government of performing 
its constitutional obligation to pay the nation’s debts.

While the failure of both branches—executive and legislative—to meet 
their constitutional responsibilities would be reprehensible, it would not 
begin to compare with the global financial calamity unleashed by the 
United States if the public debt is not paid before June 1.

Weber Landscaping 
Greenhouse
Now Open!

620 West Third Ave., Groton

M-F
10-6

Saturday
10-4

Sunday
12-4

Chris Khali was the first one at the Groton Swimming Pool 
Wednesday morning to sign up his children for swimming 
lessons and to get a season pass. His early arrival earned him 
the first pass given out for the season. Assistant Manager 
Tricia Keith along with Aspen Johnson are pictured getting 
everything organized for Khali. The pool is scheduled to open 
on Saturday. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

A 
subscription 
to the Groton 
Independent 

makes a 
great gift!
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Princess 
Prom: 

Enchanted 
Forest
Part 4

Brock Sandness 
escorting Kinley 
Sandness. (Photo #6145 

by Paul Kosel)

Gene Johnson es-
corting Libby John-
son. (Photo #6146 by Paul 

Kosel)

Trent Traphagen 
escorting Collins 
and Aubrie Trap-
hagen. (Photo #6147 by 

Paul Kosel)

Matt Johnson es-
corting Faith and 
Paisley Johnson. 
(Photo #6148 by Paul Kosel)

Jacob Lassle es-
corting Ellie Lassle. 
(Photo #6149 by Paul Kosel)

Blake Anderson 
escorting Maya 
Anderson. (Photo #6150 

by Paul Kosel)

Taylor Anderson 
escorting River 
Anderson. (Photo #6151 

by Paul Kosel)

Mike Feist escort-
ing Ambrielle and 
Layla Feist. (Photo 

#6152 by Paul Kosel)

Brian Sanderson 
escorting Miakoda 
Neigel. (Photo #6153 by 

Paul Kosel)

Tyler Neigel es-
corting Destry Nei-
gel. (Photo #6154 by Paul 

Kosel)

Kristopher Harry 
escorting Annie 
and Harper Harry. 
(Photo #6155 by Paul Kosel)

David Heilman 
escorting Hadley 
Heilman. (Photo #6156 

by Paul Kosel)

Jeff Harry es-
corting Regan and 
Madison Harry. (Photo 

#6157 by Paul Kosel)

Cody Neu escort-
ing Hazel and Laura 
Neu. (Photo #6158 by Paul 

Kosel)

Dan Washen-
burger escorting 
Sunny and Nova 
Washenburger. (Pho-

to #6159 by Paul Kosel)

Claremont Town
May 10, 2023

Meeting Minutes
The board of trustees for the 

town of Claremont met on 5-10-
23 at 7 pm at city hall.President 
Johnson called the meeting to 
order with trustees Spencer and 
Rasmussen present. On a motion  
by Spencer and seconded by 
Rasmussen the minutes of the 
April meeting were approved. On 
a motion by Rasmussen and sec-
onded by Spencer the following 
warrants were allowed: General: 
Dept. of Transportation, prop-
erty lease, 200.00; DMI, service 
charge, 8.24; GDI, publishing, 
18.21; Gran Slam Computers, 
monitor,, scanner ,653.00; BK 
Custom T’s and More, restricted 
use/rubble sign, 165.00; Dakota 
Doors, repair shop door, 463.98; 
Full Circle Ag, diesel, 146.80; 
NWE, street lights 325.77, city 
hall 86.59, 412.36; James Val-
ley Telcom, business phone 
+internet, 91.50; Charla Rye, 
wage, 350.00; post office, post-
age, 63.00; WSSW: Ecolab, pest 
elimination, 171.38; BDM, water 
purchased, 970.90; NWE, water 
power, 211.82; NWE, sewer 
power, 58.45; SD Dept. of Health 
Lab, purification, 30.00; James 
Valley Telecom, water loan, 
576.00; The board agreed to 
renew the lease for Dunwoody 
park for 6/2028 for 200.00. With 
no further business before the 
board a motion was made to ad-
journ by Spencer and seconded 
by Rasmussen . Motion carried.

C.Rye Finance Officer
Published May 24, 2023, at 

the total approximate cost of 
$13.52 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22214
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BIDS
OUTRIDER CAFÉ FOR SALE. Sealed bids will 

be accepted until 5:00 p.m., June 2, 2023. City 
of Eagle Butte has the right to refuse all and 
any bids. Bidder is responsible to get appraisal. 
Minimum bid $250,000.00 for more information 
(605)-964-8783. 

EMPLOYMENT
NEW STARTING PAY! The Mobridge Police 

Department is hiring for full-time 911 Dispatch-
ers.  Pay is DOE. Applications may be obtained 
through the Mobridge Police Department web-
site or by calling 605-845-5000.-------------------------------------------------

HEAD CUSTODIAN NEEDED at Faulkton Area 
Schools. Applications can be obtained on web-
site @ www.faulkton.k12.sd.us or by calling 
605-598-6266 ext 502. Salary is negotiable.-------------------------------------------------

JERAULD COUNTY is accepting applications 
for a Director of Equalization.  Full benefits and 
retirement.   Salary based upon experience. 
Please contact the Jerauld County Auditor 
office for more information at (605)539-9301.

Classifieds and Card of Thanks
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

LAND
FARMLAND rents are strong. Do you need 

representation or a Farmland Manager? Con-
tact Tim Peters at 605.270.9410 or tpeters@
pifers.com. Pifer’s Land Management, www.
pifers.com

MISCELLANEOUS
LOOKING TO HEAR ABOUT ANY experiences 

you have with South Dakota Child Protection 
Services.  Please respond to YourExperienceS-
DCPS@yahoo.com.  All replies will be consid-
ered confidential.  

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! 
(25 words for $150. Each additional word $5.) 
Statewide Full Digital Ad is $300 for 1 week. 
Call the Groton Independent at 397-7460 for 
details.

PETS
USE ItchNoMore® SHAMPOO on dogs & cats 

to relieve secondary dermatitis,  treat yeast 
infections, & eliminate doggy odor.  At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Memorial Day Services
Columbia American 

Legion
Monday, May 29, 2023, 1 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Troy McQuillen

Owner of McQuillen Creative Group, 
Publisher of Aberdeen Magazine & 

The Aberdeen Insider

Legion Memorial Services:
Bath at 9 a.m.

Westport at 10 a.m.
Houghton at 11 a.m.

Columbia Lutheran at 11:30 a.m.
Columbia at noon.

Potluck lunch at the Legion will 
begin after the services at 

the cemetery with our 
guest speaker at 1 p.m.

Guthmiller places second at Groton Invite
Carly Guthmiller placed second at the Groton Invitational Golf Meet held Monday. Guthmiller shot a 42 in the 

front nine and a 46 in the back nine for a total score of 88, just three strokes back from the winner, Claire 
Crawford of Roncalli.

Carlee Johnson placed eighth, shooting a 54 and 48 for a total score of 102. Mia Crank was 15th with scores 
of 59 and 54 and a total of 113. Others playing were Carly Gilbert with scores of 64 and 63 and a total of 127 
and Shaylee Peterson with scores of 69 and 66 and a total score of 135.

Groton Area to compete in state track in 10 events
Groton Area has all five boys relay teams, three girls relay teams and two individuals that qualified for the state track meet this weekend 

in Sioux Falls. Aspen Johnson qualified in the triple jump and Emma Kutter just made the cut in 24th place in the shot put.
Coach Shaun Wanner said, “A total of 18 kids will be participating in the State Track Meet this weekend in Sioux Falls.  Pretty good consid-

ering we only ran seven outdoor meets compared to some schools running 10-11 outdoor meets.  The weather did hamper us some in April.  
I’m proud of our kids and how they competed and got better as the season went.  Our kids are competing well right now.”

Girls 4x200 Relay: (Jerica Locke, Kennedy Hansen, Kella Tracy, Laila Roberts) 16th - 1:51.39
Girls 4x400 Relay: (Laila Roberts, Kennedy Hansen, Jerica Locke, Kella Tracy) 20th - 4:19.94
Girls 4x800 Relay: (Taryn Traphagen, Faith Traphagen, Ashlynn Warrington, Mckenna Tietz) 13th - 10:27.89
Shot Put: Emma Kutter 24th- 34-5.75
Triple Jump: Aspen Johnson 13th- 33-1.25
Boys 4x100m Relay: (Andrew Marzahn, Ryder Johnson, Teylor Diegel, Keegen Tracy) 17th - 45.46
Boys 4x200m Relay: (Keegen Tracy, Ryder Johnson, Andrew Marzahn, Lane Tietz) 14th - 1:34.30 
Boys 4x400m Relay: (Keegen Tracy, Ryder Johnson, Andrew Marzahn, Cole Simon) 8th - 3:33.55 
Boys 4x800m Relay: (Blake Pauli, Cole Simon, Lane Tietz, Colby Dunker) 21st - 8:50.06
Boys Sprint Medley Relay: (Korbin Kucker, Teylor Diegel, Keegen Tracy, Blake Pauli) 23rd - 3:50.90

In back, left to right, are Assistant Coach Aaron Helvig, Keegen Tracy, Cole Simon, Ryder Johnson, Andrew Marzahn, Tey-
lor Diegel and Lane Tietz; in the middle row, left to right, are Blake Pauli, Faith Traphagen, Emma Kutter, Taryn Traphagen, 
Aspen Johnson, Rylee Dunker, Korbin Kucker and Head Coach Shaun Wanner; in front, left to right, are Assistant Coach 
Carla Tracy, Kennedy Hansen, Ashlynn Warrington, Jerica Locke, Kella Tracy, Laila Roberts and Assistant Coach Lynette 
Grieve. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Boys:
Andrew Marzahn  Relays
Cole Simon Relays
Lane Tietz  Relays
Teylor Diegel  Relays
Korbin Kucker Relays
Blake Pauli Relays
Keegen Tracy Relays
Ryder Johnson Relays

Girls:
Aspen Johnson  Triple Jump
Faith Traphagen Relays
Laila Roberts Relays
Kennedy Hansen Relays
Emma Kutter Shot Put
Rylee Dunker Relays
Jerica Locke Relays
Kella Tracy Relays
Ashlynn Warrington Relays
Taryn Traphagen Relays
Kella Tracy Relays
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Groton City
May 17, 2023

Meeting Minutes
May 17, 2023
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00 p.m. 
at 120 N Main Street for their 
second monthly meeting with 
the following members present: 
Bahr, Wells, Babcock, Wambach, 
Nehls, and Mayor Hanlon presid-
ing. Also present were: Attorney 
Drew Johnson, Douglas Heinrich, 
Ken Hier, Dean Marske, and 
Elizabeth Varin. 

Moved by Nehls and seconded 
by Wells to approve the agenda. 
All members present voted aye. 

Public comments were wel-
comed pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1, 
but none were received. 

Discussion took place regard-
ing the Groton Municipal Airport 
and the invoice for the water 
drainage on the runway. 

Ken Hier from IMEG and Dean 
Marske from HKG Architects dis-
cussed the park bathrooms and 
potential storm shelter. Further 
discussion will resume at the 
next council meeting. 

Ken Hier and Dean Marske 
exited the meeting. 

Discussion took place regard-
ing a new city shop building. 

Moved by Bahr and seconded 
by Wambach to join the PFAS 
Cost Recovery Program. All 
members present voted aye. 

The first reading of Ordinance 
No. 768 – Amending Sewer Pen-
alty Timeframe was tabled to the 
next council meeting on a motion 
by Bahr and seconded by Wells. 
All members present voted aye. 

Moved by Nehls and seconded 
by Babcock to accept the Gro-
ton PD sign proof from Service 
Signs, Inc. All members present 
voted aye. 

The minutes from the previ-
ous meeting were approved on 
a motion by Wells and seconded 
by Nehls. All members present 
voted aye. 

Moved by Wambach and sec-
onded by Bahr to authorize the 
following bills for payment. All 
members present voted aye. 

Payroll, $26,608.86, Employee 
salaries; Executive, $323.20, 
; Administrative, $4,427.86, ; 
Public Safety, $8,221.54, ; Cul-
ture & Recreation, $1,903.44, 
; Public Works, $11,732.82, ; 
Aberdeen Property Management, 
$495.00, Family Crisis rental as-
sistance; SD Department of Rev-
enue, $300.00, Malt beverage 
license renewals - MJ’s Sinclair 
& Dollar General; WEB Water, 
$17,960.43, Water services - 
April 2023; USPS, $283.65, Utili-
ty billing postage; City of Groton, 
$724.12, Utility deposits applied 
to bills; Tylor & Shana Bedford, 
$25.88, Utility deposit refund; 
SD State Treasurer, $10,282.54, 
Sales & Excise Tax - April 2023; 
Dacotah Bank, $5,743.11, With-
holding/SS/Medicare; Dacotah 
Bank, $622.90, HSA contribu-
tions; Dakotaland FCU, $730.00, 
Employee savings; Dacotah 
Bank, $2,835.05, Withholding/
SS/Medicare; Dacotah Bank, 
$50.00, HSA contributions; Kristi 
Bonn, $25.00, U18 Girls’ Softball 
fee refund; Julie Sandness, 
$25.00, U18 Girls’ Softball fee 
refund; , , ; A&B Business Solu-
tions, $345.04, Printer lease; 
Heartland Energy, $54,664.13, 
Power services - April 2023; 
WAPA, $21,192.94, Power ser-
vices - April 2023; Irby, Inc. , 
$3,065.50, FR clothing, electri-
cal pedestal, deadend clamp, 
meter sockets; Ken’s Fair Foods, 
$1,732.32, Food/groceries for 
Dueling Duos (reimbursed by BB/
SB Foundation), coffee, drink-
ing water, fuel; Spencer Locke, 
$1,500.00, Umpire pay - Jr. 
Teeners - 10 games @ $150/
game; MJ’s Sinclair, $1,547.55, 
Fuel purchases and battery; 
Kellie Locke, $40.00, Employee 
cell phone reimbursement - Mar/
Apr 2023; April Abeln, $40.00, 
Employee cell phone reimburse-
ment - Mar/Apr 2023; Douglas 
Heinrich, $40.00, Employee cell 
phone reimbursement - Mar/
Apr 2023; Paul Kosel, $40.00, 
Employee cell phone reimburse-
ment - Mar/Apr 2023; Branden 
Abeln, $40.00, Employee cell 
phone reimbursement - Mar/
Apr 2023; Landon Johnson, 
$40.00, Employee cell phone 
reimbursement - Mar/Apr 2023; 
A-1 Sanitation & Recycling, LLC, 
$3,258.06, City-wide cleanup; 
Core & Main, $503.03, Meter 
horns; Menards, $20.21, Cable 
ties & tarp straps; Badger Meter, 
Inc., $566.04, Cellular meter 
services - 5/2023 thru 4/2024; 
Border States Industries, Inc., 
$136.00, Tie wire; AutoZone, 
Inc., $478.18, Hydraulic fluid, 
battery, oil, gasket, oil filter, 
wiper fluid, brake cleaner; RDO 
Equipment Co., $2,152.74, Win-
dow replacement on loader, 

cutting edges, bulbs; Groton 
Daily Independent, $10.12, 
Publishing fees; BK Custom T’s 
& More, $2,672.50, Advertising 
banners - baseball/swimming 
pool, t-ball shirts; Aramark, 
$50.47, Rug rent; Dacotah Bank 
Visa, $2,214.54, Books, copy 
paper, candy, pump assembly, 
sewer sample, allen wrench set, 
water sample, DARE supplies, 
SDMEA Conference hotel stay, 
fuel, liability insurance for Jr. 
Legion team, baseball registra-
tion fees; JGE, $87.05, Window 
shocks for skidsteer; Darrell 
Hillestad, $9,595.33, Airport 
drainage costs - piping, drain 
tile, trucking; Schwan Welding 
& Boiler Repair, $17.50, Metal 
plate for lift station; Cole Papers, 
Inc., $155.04, Garbage bags; 
Heartland Waste Management, 
$10,177.70, Garbage hauling; 
Locke Electric, Inc., $2,489.78, 
New lighting for basketball 
courts; Associated Supply Com-
pany, Inc., $17,657.71, Swim-
ming pool chemicals and hazard 
signs; James Valley Telecom-
munications, $822.19, Internet 
& telephone services; SD Supple-
mental Retirement, $290.00, 
Supplemental retirement; Altec 
Capital Services, LLC, $2,189.93, 
Digger truck lease; Harve’s Sport 
Shop, $1,989.66, Baseballs, 
softballs, scorebooks, catcher 
sets, facemasks; Enrich Groton 
SoDak, $5,000.00, Heartland 
Economic Development grant - 
park soundsystem; NW Energy, 
$41.22, Natural gas service - 
water tower; 

Moved by Babcock and sec-
onded by Nehls to approve the 
April finance report. All members 
present voted aye. 

Discussion took place regard-
ing economic development. 

A Special Event Alcoholic 
Beverage License for Amateur 
Baseball games at 411 W 3rd 
Avenue in Groton was approved 
on a motion by Wambach and 
seconded by Bahr. All members 
present voted aye. The ap-
proved dates are as follows: 
6/9/2023, 6/18/2023, 7/1/2023, 
7/16/2023, and 7/23/2023 
through 7/27/2023. 

Moved by Babcock and sec-
onded by Wells to approve the 
listing of the 1992 Chevrolet Dig-
ger Truck with BigIron Auction. 
All members present voted aye. 

IMEG is sponsoring the Water 
Tower Grand Opening/Ribbon 
Cutting Event that will be held 
July 20, 2023 at 11:30am. Moved 
by Babcock and seconded by 
Nehls to authorize three door 
prizes for the event - $100, $75, 
and $50 off of utility bills.  All 
members present voted aye. 

Moved by Wells and seconded 
by Babcock to allow Douglas 
Heinrich to attend Budget Train-
ing in Sioux Falls, SD on June 28, 
2023, and allow one overnight 
hotel stay on June 27, 2023. All 
members present voted aye. 

Moved by Bahr and seconded 
by Nehls to adjourn into execu-
tive session for personnel and 
legal matters 1-25-2 (1) & (3) at 
8:27pm. All members voted aye. 
Council reconvened into regular 
session at 9:29pm. 

Moved by Nehls and seconded 
by Bahr to hire the following 
summer employees: Dillon Abeln 
– Baseball Groundskeeper and 
Claire Zbylut – Day Baseball/
Softball Coach. All members 
present voted aye. 

Discussion took place regard-
ing the jailhouse being donated 
to the Groton Historical Society. 
Council requested to have the 
jailhouse on the next meeting 
agenda. 

Moved by Wells and seconded 
by Babcock to adjourn the meet-
ing at 9:35pm. All members 
present voted aye. 

Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Douglas Heinrich, Finance 

Officer
Published May 24, 2023, at 

the total approximate cost of 
$68.99 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22209.

Brown County
May 16, 2023

Meeting Minutes
MAY 16, 2023 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Chairman Sutton at 8:45 A.M. 
in the Commission Chambers, 
Courthouse Annex, Brown Coun-
ty, SD. Present were Commis-
sioners Dennert, Fjeldheim, 
Wiese, Gage, and Sutton. Com-
missioner Wiese led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Com-
missioner Gage moved to ap-
prove the agenda, seconded 
by Wiese. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC 
COMMENT: None

INAUGURAL JUNIOR FAIR 
BOARD MEMBERS: Rachel Kip-
pley, Fair Manager introduced 
Amanda Gebro as the Brown 
County Fair & Parks Intern.  Ra-
chel then explained to the Com-
mission that the idea of a Junior 
Fair Board came from an IAFE 
Convention.  It is a way to get 
new ideas and have the younger 
generation connect with the Fair.  
Harms Oil is sponsoring the first 
year, with a $1500 donation for t-
shirts/sweatshirts, food, etc.  All 
the members have also signed a 
waiver.  Moved by Commissioner 
Dennert, seconded by Wiese 
to appoint the following 2023 
Brown County Junior Fair Board 
Members: Alexandria Brunmaier, 
Jax Holmes, Mileah Holmes, 
Kierra Johnson, Noah Kippley, 
Titus Kippley, Ella Meehan, Pay-
ton Mitchell, Allena Shell, Sascha 
Usselman and Ava Wienk.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

SNOW BLOWER PURCHASE: 
Dirk Rogers, Highway Superin-
tendent met with Commission 
to discuss purchasing a Snow 
Blower.  Currently, they have 
3 on hand but the newest one 
(2001) needs $13,000 in repairs.  
Dirk would like to use the funds 
from the Reserve Snow Fund 
to purchase a new RPM Tech 
Snowblower Model RPM220, 
Cat C-7 Tier IV Engine for the 
cost of $187,860.00.  Moved 
by Commissioner Wiese, sec-
onded by Fjeldheim to approve 
the purchase of the RPM Tech 
Snowblower using the Reserve 
Snow Funds.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

HIGHWAY UPDATE: Dirk Rog-
ers, Highway Superintendent 
gave a quick update that the Jim 
River is up 1” and Crow Creek 
is up 9”.

MINUTES: Moved by Com-
missioner Wiese, seconded by 
Fjeldheim to approve the General 
Meeting minutes of May 9, 2023. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

CLAIMS: Moved by Com-
missioner Gage, seconded by 
Dennert to approve the follow-
ing claims: Claims: Professional 
Fees: Adamsoft LLC $750.00; 
Andrew John Knecht $353.50; 
Carrels & Bain Family Dental 
Care, LLC $163.84; Certified 
Languages International LLC 
$752.40; Christy Griffin-Serr Law 
Office $7,211.64; Cogley Law Of-
fice, Prof LLC $7,211.64; Darcy 
L. Lockwood $24.00; Depend-
able Sanitation, Inc $29,998.80; 
Dohrer Law Office, PC $7,211.64; 
Houston Engineer ing, Inc 
$863.61; Jerald M. McNeary 
$7,211.64; Jeremy Lund-Siegel 
Barnett & Schutz, LLP $7,211.64; 
Kristi Brandt $2,075.50; Kuck 
Law Office $7,211.64; Lewis 
& Clark BHS $1,104.00; Lucy 
Lewno $190.00; Ross K. Den 
Herder $196.95; Sanford Health 
Occupational Medicine $465.00; 
SD Dept of Revenue & Regula-
tion $3,400.56; Taliaferro Law 
Firm, PC $7,211.64; Tyler Tech-
nologies, Inc $650.00; Valerie J. 
Larson $24.00; Yankton County 
Sheriff’s Office $50.00. Publish-
ing:  Brown County Fair Foun-
dation $125.00; Civil Air Patrol 
Magazine $305.00; GateHouse 
Media South Dakota Holdings, 
Inc $927.80; McQuillen Creative 
Group, Inc $500.00. Rentals:  
Aramark $225.20; Linde Gas & 
Equipment Inc $49.70. Repairs & 
Maintenance: Century Business 
Products $116.16; EcoLab Pest 
Elimination Division $112.83; 
House of Glass $5,584.76; Hoven 
Auto Repair, Inc $1,122.58; K & 
S Plumbing, Inc $896.68; Meister 
Mowing LLC $2,560.00; Midwest 
Pump & Tank $2.72; Pomp’s 
Tire Service, Inc $1,520.06; 
Steven Lust Automotive $90.42. 
Supplies: American Alliance of 
Museums $300.00; Aramark 
$135.05; Century Business 
Products $923.02; Charm-Tex, 
Inc $349.80; Cole Paper Inc 
$293.30; Dakota Electronics 
$85.00; Dakota Oil $141.00; 
Diamond Mowers LLC $2,050.60; 
Hitch’n Post $200.00; JGE, Inc 
$651.16; Karen Swank $36.00; 
Kessler’s $63.99; Kiesler Police 
Supply $2,090.54; Laser Printer 
Checks $119.46; Lucy Lewno 
$6.60; Menards $204.29; Meyers 
Tractor Salvage, LLC $200.00; 
Midwest Pump & Tank $133.27; 
Minn-Kota Communications, 
Inc $4,205.40; NVC $27.88; 
Performance Oil $460.02; Pit-
ney Bowes Global Financial 
Services LLC $15,000.00; Pro 
Ag Supply, Inc $19.58; Runnings 
$1,540.41; SD State Historical 
Society $55.00; Titan Machin-
ery $722.31; TrueNorth Steel 
$20,709.15. Travel & Confer-
ence: Dave Lunzman $482.00; 
Erica Coughlin $268.21; Karla 
Nelson $207.28; Kelsi Vinger 
$40.00; Lutheran Social Services 
of SD $278.29; SDASRO $75.00; 
SD Assoc of County Officials 
$100.00; Steinley Real Estate 
Appraisals $325.00; The Lodge 

at Deadwood $80.00. Utilities: 
CenturyLink $1,205.85; City of 
Aberdeen $1,963.30; City of 
Hecla $191.08; James Valley 
Telecommunications $209.10; 
Midcontinent Communications 
$138.23; Northern Electric 
$86.00; Northwestern Energy 
$3,085.24; NVC $250.00; Ve-
rizon Wireless $283.67; WEB 
Water Development Association, 
Inc $101.08. Others: IntelliPay 
$1,150.00; SD Dept of Revenue 
& Regulation $711,254.69; WEX 
Health Inc $7,000.00. All mem-
bers present voting aye. Motion 
carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Com-
missioner Fjeldheim, seconded 
by Gage to approve the following 
Human Resource Report submit-
ted by Human Resources Direc-
tor, Erica Coughlin to approve 
the following: Acknowledge 
the resignation of Kasey Kurtz, 
Brown County Deputy Sheriff, 
FT; effective May 13, 2023.  
Request to fill. Acknowledge 
the resignation of John Clark, 
Brown County Jail Sergeant, FT; 
effective May 24, 2023.  Request 
to fill. Acknowledge transfer of 
Henry Fulda from Brown County 
Sobriety Coordinator, FT to So-
briety Technician, PT, transfer 
date TBD.  Request to fill FT 
position. Rescind the hiring of 
Rhonda Retzlaff as Brown County 
Fairgrounds seasonal worker. 
Approve adjusted effective date: 
Hiring of Amanda Gebro as 
Brown County Fair & Parks In-
tern, FT; starting wage $12.50/
hour; effective May 15, 2023. 
Approve hiring of Anna Johnson 
as Brown County 4-H Summer 
Intern, FT; starting wage $12.50/
hour; effective May 30, 2023. 
Approve hiring Joshua Sitarz as 
Brown County 911 Communica-
tions Officer, FT; starting wage 
$20.67/hour; tentative effective 
date May 25, 2023. Approve 
hiring Nancy Radke as Brown 
County Fairgrounds seasonal 
worker; starting wage $12.50/
hour; effective May 15, 2023. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

LEASE AGREEMENT: Moved by 
Commissioner Dennert, second-
ed by Fjeldheim to approve and 
authorize the Chairman sign the 
following lease agreements: Jeff 
Wolff for lease of Hog & Sheep 
Barn for Showmanship Camp on 
June 11-12, 2023; Dakota Farm-
ers Union for lease of Clubhouse 
for SDFU Camp on July 6-7, 
2023; Melvin & Vania Malsom for 
lease of Richmond Lake Youth 
Camp Lodge on September 9, 
2023. All members present vot-
ing aye. Motion carried.

CLAIM ASSIGNMENTS: Moved 
by Commissioner Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Wiese to authorize 
and approve the Auditor sign 
the Claim Assignments against 
individuals to Credit Collections 
Bureau for the purpose of col-
lecting liens. All members pres-
ent voting aye. Motion carried.

MALT BEVERAGE & SD FARM 
WINE LICENSE RENEWAL: 
Moved by Commissioner Wiese, 
seconded by Gage to approve 
the following application for 
RETAIL (ON-OFF SALE) MALT 
BEVERAGE & SD FARM WINE Li-
censes to operate outside of the 
Municipality:  Parkview Nursery 
(Lot 1, Parkview Nursery Addi-
tion to Aberdeen in the NW ¼ 
of Section 25, T123-R64W of the 
5TH P.M., according to the plat 
thereof record Brown County, 
South Dakota).  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

OTHER BUSINESS: None
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 

by Commissioner Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Wiese to go into 
executive session to discuss Per-
sonnel and Contracts per SDCL 
1-25-2. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. The 
chair declared the executive ses-
sion closed with no action taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Commissioner Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Wiese to adjourn 
the Brown County Commission 
meeting at 10:05 a.m. All mem-
bers present voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

Lynn Heupel, Brown County 
Auditor

Published May 24, 2023, at 
the total approximate cost of 
$78.64 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22210

Brown County
Jensen Rezoning

Approved
ORDINANCE #244
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

TITLE 4, SECOND REVISION
BROWN COUNTY ORDINANC-

ES AS AMENDED
TO REZONE CERTAIN DE-

SCRIBED PROPERTY
BE IT ORDAINED by the 

Brown County Commission, 
Brown County, South Dakota, 

that the Petition to Amend Title 
4, Second Revision Brown Coun-
ty Ordinances, as amended, to 
rezone the following described 
property filed by Levi Jensen 
is hereby granted and Title 4, 
Second Revision Brown County 
Ordinances is hereby amended 
to change the zoning on the fol-
lowing described property from 
Agriculture Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Mini-Agriculture Dis-
trict (M-AG) to bring this parcel 
into compliance for its current 
use: 

The West 520’ of the North 
1,965’ of the SW1/4 of Section 
9-T121N-R63W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, South Dakota 
(14380 390th Avenue, West Ron-
dell Twp.).

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by 
the Brown County Commission, 
Brown County, South Dakota that 
the zoning official for the County 
of Brown is hereby authorized to 
change the official zoning map 
for Brown County to reflect this 
Ordinance.

Notice of Hearing: May 3, 
2023 

Passed First Reading: May 
9, 2023

Passed Second Reading: May 
23,2023

Adopted: May 23, 2023
Published: May 31, 2023
Effective Date: June 20, 2023
Duane Sutton, Chairman, 

Brown County Commission
ATTEST: Lynn Heupel, Brown 

County Auditor
Published May 24, 2023, at 

the total approximate cost of 
$18.40 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22211

Brown County
Rossow Rezoning

Notice
NOTICE
Application has been made 

by Steven Rossow to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for a change of zoning.  Hearing 
to be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, South Dakota on 
June 13, 2023 for the purpose of 
rezoning the following property 
from Agriculture Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Mini-Agricul-
ture District (M-AG) for Lot 1 to 
bring this parcel into compliance 
for its future use: 

Brown County
Temp. Fireworks

Notice
NOTICE OF HEARING OF THE 

BROWN COUNTY COMMISSION
REGARDING AN AMENDMENT 

TO BROWN COUNTY ORDI-
NANCE, TITLE 4 – 

TEMPORARY FIREWORKS 
ORDINANCE

A public hearing will be held 
by the Brown County Board of 
Commissioners on the 13th day 
of June 2023 to consider an 
ordinance amending portions 
of Title 4 Zoning, Chapters 4.06 
Agriculture Preservation District 
(AG-P), Chapter 4.14 Highway 
Commercial District (HC), and 
Chapter 4.15 Light Industrial 
District (L-I).  The proposed 
ordinance will be made avail-
able for public inspection at the 
Brown County Auditor’s Office 
or Brown County Planning and 
Zoning Office during regular 
business hours. 

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to present 
comments and testimony.  At 
the conclusion of the hearing, 
the Brown County Commission 
may adopt the first reading of 
Ordinance No. 246.

ATTEST: Lynn Heupel, Brown 
County Auditor

Published May 24, 2023, at 
the total approximate cost of 
$12.57 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22213

Proposed Lot 1, “Steven Ros-
sow Subdivision” in the NW 1/4 
of Section 6-T121N-R61W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota (40025 142nd Street, 
Garden Prairie Twp.).

The public is invited to attend 
the hearing and to present com-
ments and testimony regarding 
the amendment to Second Revi-
sion Brown County Ordinances 
pertaining to rezoning the de-
scribed property.  At conclusion 
of the hearing, the Brown County 
Commission may adopt first 
reading of Ordinance No. 245.

ATTEST: Lynn Heupel, Brown 
County Auditor

Published May 24, 2023, at 
the total approximate cost of 
$12.57 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22212
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Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463
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The City of Groton public water system purchases 100% of their water from WEB Water Development Association (1089). 

2021 Table of Detected Regulated Contaminants For Groton (EPA ID 0147)
Terms and abbreviations used in this table:
* Maximum Contaminant Level Goal(MCLG): the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
* Maximum Contaminant Level(MCL): the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
* Action Level(AL): the concentration of a contaminant which, when exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.  For Lead and Copper, 90% of the samples 

must be below the AL.
* Treatment Technique(TT): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.  For turbidity, 95% of samples must be less than 0.3 NTU
* Running Annual Average(RAA): Compliance is calculated using the running annual average of samples from designated monitoring locations.  
Units:
*MFL: million fibers per liter	 *pCi/l: picocuries per liter(a measure of radioactivity)	 *ppt: parts per trillion, or nanograms per liter
*mrem/year: millirems per year(a measure of radiation absorbed by the body)	 *ppm: parts per million, or milligrams per liter(mg/l)	 *ppq: parts per quadrillion, or picograms per liter
*NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units	 *ppb: parts per billion, or micrograms per liter(ug/l)	 *pspm: positive samples per month

Substance	 90% Level	 Test Sites > 	 Date Tested	 Highest Level	 Ideal Goal	 Units	 Major Source of Contaminant
		  Action Level		  Allowed (AL)
Copper	 0.8	 0	 09/14/20	 AL=1.3	 0	 ppm	 Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of natural 
							       deposits; leaching from wood preservatives.
Lead	 2	 0	 09/15/20	 AL=15	 0	 ppb	 Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
							       erosion of natural deposits.

Substance	 Highest Level Detected	 Range	 Date Tested	 Highest Level	 Ideal Goal	Units	Major Source of Contaminant
				    Allowed (MCL)	 (MCLG)
Antimony *	 .36		  10/27/22	 6	 6	 ppb	 Discharge from petroleum refineries; fire retardants; ceramics; electronics; solder.
Barium *	 0.052		  10/27/22	 2	 2	 ppm	 Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge from metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits.
Fluoride *	 0.54		  10/13/22	 4	 <4	 ppm	 Erosion of natural deposits; water additive which promotes 
							       strong teeth; discharge from fertilizer and aluminum factories.
Haloacetic Acids (RAA)	 14.2		  08/17/22	 60	 0	 ppb	 By-product of drinking water chlorination.  
							       Results are reported as a running annual average of test results.
Haloacetic Acids (RAA) *	 17.35		  11/28/22	 60	 0	 ppb	 By-product of drinking water chlorination.  
							       Results are reported as a running annual average of test results.
Selenium *	 1.1		  10/27/22	 50	 50	 ppb	 Discharge from petroleum and metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits; discharge 
							       from mines.
Total trihalomethanes (RAA)	 7.88		  08/17/22	 80	 0	 ppb	 By-product of drinking water chlorination.  
							       Results are reported as a running annual average of test results.
Total trihalomethanes (RAA) *	 10.32		  11/28/22	 80	 0	 ppb	 By-product of drinking water chlorination.  
							       Results are reported as a running annual average of test results.
							     
Please direct questions regarding this information to Mr Terry Herron with the Groton public water system at (605)397-8422.  
* WEB Water Development Association (1089) test result. 

Groton City
2022 Drinking
Water Report

City of Groton
DRINKING WATER REPORT
WATER QUALITY
   Secretary’s Award
The City of Groton has sup-

plied twenty-two consecutive 
years of safe drinking water to 
the public it serves and has been 
awarded the Secretary’s Award 
for Drinking Water Excellence by 
the South Dakota Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es.  This report is a snapshot of 
the quality of the water that we 
provided last year.  Included are 
details about where your water 
comes from, what it contains, 
and how it compares to Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state standards.  We are 
committed to providing you with 
information because informed 
customers are our best allies.

Water Source
We serve more than 1,458 

customers an average of 94,000 
gallons of water per day.  Our 

water is surface water that we 
purchase from another water 
system.  The state has per-
formed an assessment of our 
source water and they have 
determined that the relative 
susceptibility rating for the Gro-
ton public water supply system 
is low.

For more information about 
your water and information on 
opportunities to participate in 
public meetings, call (605)397-
8422 and ask for Douglas Hein-
rich.

Additional Information
The sources of drinking water 

(both tap water and bottled 
water) include rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells.  As water 
travels over the surface of the 
land or through the ground, it 
dissolves naturally-occurring 
minerals, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the pres-
ence of animals or from human 
activity.

Contaminants that may be 
present in source water include:

• Microbial contaminants, 
such as viruses and bacteria, 

which may come from sewage 
treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations, 
and wildlife.

• Inorganic contaminants, 
such as salts and metals, which 
can be naturally-occurring or 
result from urban stormwater 
runoff, industrial or domes-
tic wastewater discharges, oil 
and gas production, mining, or 
farming.

• Pesticides and herbicides, 
which may come from a variety 
of sources such as agriculture, 
urban stormwater runoff, and 
residential uses.

• Organic chemical contami-
nants, including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, which 
are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum pro-
duction, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater 
runoff, and septic systems.

• Radioactive contaminants, 
which can be naturally-occurring 
or be the result of oil and gas 
production and mining activities. 

In order to ensure that tap 
water is safe to drink, EPA pre-
scribes regulations which limit 

the amount of certain contami-
nants in water provided by public 
water systems.  FDA regulations 
establish limits for contaminants 
in bottled water which must 
provide the same protection for 
public health.

Drinking water, including bot-
tled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants.  
The presence of contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk.  More 
information about contaminants 
and potential health effects can 
be obtained by calling the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(800-426-4791).

Some people may be more 
vulnerable to contaminants in 
drinking water than the general 
population. Immuno-compro-
mised persons such as persons 
with cancer undergoing che-
motherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, 
people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some 
elderly, and infants can be par-
ticularly at risk from infections.  

These people should seek advice 
about drinking water from their 
health care providers.  EPA/CDC 
guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection 
by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants can be 
obtained by calling the Environ-
ment Protection Agency’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791).

If present, elevated levels of 
lead can cause serious health 
problems, especially for preg-
nant women and young chil-
dren.  Lead in drinking water 
is primarily from materials and 
components associated with ser-
vice lines and home plumbing.  
The City of Groton public water 
supply system is responsible for 
providing high quality drinking 
water, but cannot control the 
variety of materials used in 
plumbing components.  When 
your water has been sitting for 
several hours, you can minimize 
the potential for lead exposure 
by flushing your tap for 30 sec-
onds to 2 minutes before using 
water for drinking or cooking.  If 
you are concerned about lead in 

your water, you may wish to have 
your water tested.  Information 
on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take 
to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline or at http://www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

Detected Contaminants
The attached table lists all the 

drinking water contaminants that 
we detected during the 2022 
calendar year. The presence of 
these contaminants in the water 
does not necessarily indicate 
that the water poses a health 
risk.  Unless otherwise noted, 
the data presented in this table 
is from testing done January 1 – 
December 31, 2022  The state 
requires us to monitor for certain 
contaminants less than once per 
year because the concentrations 
of these contaminants are not 
expected to vary significantly 
from year to year.  Some of the 
data, though representative of 
the water quality, is more than 
one year old.     

Published May 24, 2023, at 
the total approximate cost of 
$200.56 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 22208.

Blake Pauli and 
Cole Simon pose 
for a photo before 
leaving for  the 
state track meet. 
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

All of the public notices now 
appearing in the 

Groton Independent are posted 
on-line at

sdpublicnotices.com
There are a number of search options 

available
To see the notices published in the Groton 

Independent, select
THE GROTON INDEPENDENT

and then search
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“No Zero 
Days”

Is there something 
about your health you’d 
like to change? 

For most Americans, 
this question usually 
triggers a wide range 
of responses. In my 
practice, most responses usually center on wanting to lose weight, 
being more consistent with their exercise routine, or finally stopping 
smoking, drinking or vaping.  What do these 3 lifestyle changes have 
in common? They are really, really hard to do.

Behavioral modification of daily habits and routines is a very difficult 
process: humans tend to get stuck in our daily ruts and stay in that 
groove day after day.  The mental and physical energy required to 
change our diet or exercise on a daily basis often feels overwhelming.

So, I’d like to introduce you to a new mindset for you to try if you are 
one of the millions of Americans looking to change something about 
their health and lifestyle: No Zero Days.

Now this is not my invention, but rather has made the rounds on the 
internet for quite some time, originating from a motivational response 
by a user from the website, Reddit.

The premise is simple:
	 • No Zero Days.  No matter what, each day you do something 

towards getting closer to your goals or dreams.  If your goal is to 
lose 30 lbs by the end of the year, then every single day you must do 
something to get closer to that goal, no matter how small.  Over-ate at 
every meal? Had too many snacks throughout the day? Skip that late 
night snack before bed, do a couple of sit ups or pushups before bed, 
or spend the evening doing some healthy meal or snack prepping for 
the rest of the week.  Even the smallest steps add up on your journey 
to your goal in the long run.

	 • Your new best friends.  Think of your past self as your new 
best friend, because they’ve been doing all these “No Zero Day” things 
to help you get to your goal each day before today.  Your future self 
is also your best friend, which is why you want to do these small “No 
Zero Day” steps today: to be kind to your future best friend.

	 • Self-forgiveness. Guilt, disappointment, failure and regret can 
put us in a cycle of negative thoughts which hinder our progress to-
ward our goal.  Forgiving ourselves each day allows us to keep working 
toward our goal without guilt and remorse weighing us down.

	 • Exercise and reading every single day help fuel our body and 
mind, regardless of our end goals.  Even one pushup, even one page: 
No Zero Days.

Remember, every marathon starts with a few small steps forward. 
Let each small day cascade into large lifestyle changes that get us to 
the healthy life of your dreams.

No Zero Days.

Mark D. List, MD is a Family Medicine Doctor and currently practices at Avera Medical Group 69th 
& Cliff in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook 
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical Q&A show providing health information based on 
science, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook and SDPB most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central. 

Mark D. List, MD

Dear EarthTalk: Is it possible to retrofit an old car with an Electric Vehicle drivetrain?
– Jerry M., via email

It is definitely possible to retrofit an old internal combustion engine car with an electric 
vehicle (EV) drivetrain, but the process can be complicated and expensive. In fact, it may be 
cheaper when all is said and done—not to mention easier and quicker—to just buy an EV.

If you’re undeterred and want to proceed with a conversion anyway, keep in mind that certain 
types of cars lend themselves to the process better than others. For starters, older cars that 
rely on mechanics more than computers are often easier to convert. Another consideration 
to keep in mind is that it’s easier to convert a car with a manual transmission since they use 
less power and are a lot less complicated than automatic cars. Likewise, lighter vehicles make 
better candidates for conversions given that less weight translates into greater range.

The first step in retrofitting an old car with an EV drivetrain is to remove the existing engine and transmission. This requires specialized 
knowledge and tools, so it’s important to find a reputable mechanic or EV retrofitting company to do the job. Once the old engine and 
transmission are removed, the new EV drivetrain can be installed. This typically includes an electric motor, battery pack, charger, and other 
components needed to make the car run on electricity. The placement of these components will vary depending on the make and model of 
the car, and the specific EV drivetrain being used.

One of the biggest challenges in retrofitting an old car with an EV drivetrain is finding the right balance between performance and range. 
The battery pack needs to be large enough to provide adequate range, but it also needs to be small enough to fit in the car without com-
promising performance or handling. This can be a delicate balance, and it often requires custom fabrication and design work.

Another challenge is integrating the new EV drivetrain with the car’s existing systems. This includes things like the brakes, steering and 
suspension, as well as the dashboard and other controls. In some cases, it may be necessary to replace or modify these systems to ensure 
they work properly with the new EV drivetrain.

Despite the hassle and expense, converting an internal combustion engine car over to electric is a great way to breathe new life into your 
old ride and reduce its environmental impact. In addition to being more efficient and producing fewer emissions than gasoline-powered 
cars, EVs also require less maintenance and can save drivers money on fuel costs over the long term. It’s also a lot less wasteful to electrify 
an old clunker and give it years and years of additional use than buying a brand-new EV, which requires the extraction and use of precious 
resources and lots of new carbon emissions to build and ship out.

Several companies, including Electric GT, Legacy EV and EV West, now manufacture conversion kits. Even GM and Ford are getting in on 
the act with the recent release of so-called crate engines that car owners (or their mechanics) can easily swap into the engine bays of cor-
responding models.

.  EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@
earthtalk.org.

Caption: It is technically possible to convert a 
gas-powered car to an EV, but not without com-
plications and expense. Credit: Tony Castley, FlickrCC.


