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CLOSED:CLOSED:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans.

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Groton Community Calendar
Tuesday, Jan. 17

Groton Area School is 2 hours late today.
Senior Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes and 

gravy, beets, chocolate cake, whole wheat bread.
School Breakfast: French toast.
School Lunch: Meatballs, mashed potatoes.
Middle School Wrestling at Aberdeen Civic Arena, 

4 p.m.
Wrestling at Willow Lake with Clark/Willow Lake 

and Hamlin, 6 p.m.
Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 3 p.m. 

to 6 p.m.
The Pantry, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran; Groton Ministerial Meeting 

at UMC, 11 a.m.
United Methodist: Conde Ad Council.
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Senior Menu: Cabbage hot dish, carrots, pears, 

muffin.
School Breakfast: Egg omelets.

School Lunch: Chicken strips, tri tators.
Emmanuel Lutheran: Confirmation, 6 p.m.
United Methodist: Community Coffee Hour, 9:30 

a.m.; Confirmation, 4 p.m.; Groton Ad Council, 7 p.m.
Groton CM&A: Kids’ Club, Youth Group and Adult 

Bible Study begins at 7 pm

Thursday, Jan. 19
Senior Menu: Oven fried chicken, sweet potatoes, 

mixed vegetables, banana, dinner roll.
School Breakfast: Muffins.
School Lunch: Hot dogs, baked beans.
Basketball Double Header at Milbank: C boys at 

4 p.m. followed by C girls in elementary gym; JV 
girls at 4 p.m. followed by Boys JV, Girls Varsity and 
Boys Varsity.

1- Upcoming Events
2- Wyoming Introduces Bill To Phase Out Electric 

Vehicles by 2035
2- Netflix offered to sell to Blockbuster in 2000 but 

Blockbuster refused
3- Lady Tigers run past Lions
4- Groton City Council Meeting Agenda
5-SD SearchLight: State spends over $100,000 

each year bolstering local governments’ cyberse-
curity

7- SD Searchlight: Spring 2022 derecho cost $2.8 
billion, NOAA says. Some damage won’t be fixed 
until 2024.

9- Coming up on GDILIVE.COM
10- Weather Pages
14- Daily Devotional
15- 2023 Community Events
16- Subscription Form
17- Lottery Numbers
18- News from the Associated Press



Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 193 ~ 2 of 58

Groton Daily Independent
Wyoming Introduces Bill To Phase Out Electric Vehicles by 2035

© 2023 ESG (Environmental Social Governance) University by JASON SPIESS 
The state wants to phase out sales of EVs by 2035 to “ensure the stability” of the oil & gas industry.
The State of Wyoming has introduced a bill to phase out the sales of electric vehicles by 2035 to “ensure 

the stability” of its oil and gas industry.

Senators Jim Anderson, Brian Boner, Ed Cooper, Dan Dockstader, Representatives Donald Burkhart, Jr, 
and Bill Henderson sponsored the bill SJ0004.

In the bill, it cites that oil and gas production has been one of the state’s “proud and valued industries”, 
creating “countless jobs” and contributing “revenues to the state of Wyoming throughout the state’s history.”

The bill also cited a lack of EV charging infrastructure which would “make the widespread use of electric 
vehicles impracticable for the state.”

The bill cites that gas-powered vehicles are a reason for allowing the state’s industries and businesses to 
flourish and criticize the use of batteries in electric vehicles due to the critical minerals contained in them.

Furthermore, the bill states that the minerals in the batteries are “not easily recyclable or disposable” 
and claimed that municipal landfills in the state would be required to develop safe and responsible disposal 
solutions for the minerals.

The bill also compares the oil and gas industry and the EV “The proliferation of electric vehicles at the 
expense of gas-powered vehicles will have deleterious impacts on Wyoming’s communities and will be 
detrimental to Wyoming’s economy and the ability for the country to efficiently engage in commerce.”

Netflix offered to sell to Blockbuster in 2000 but 
Blockbuster refused

This is another example of a company being stuck in the present and not thinking about the future. Back 
in 2000, Blockbuster was offered the chance to buy a young up and coming DVD rental business called 
Netflix for as little as $50 million but Blockbuster CEO John Antioco refused. In fact, the story goes that 
he basically “laughed” them out of his office and called them a “niche” business that would never compete 
with Blockbuster. In 2010, Blockbuster declared bankruptcy with over $900 million in debt while in 2020, 
Netflix has over 180 million subscribers around the world and is worth over $170 billion. Doesn’t look like 
such a niche business to us.
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Lady Tigers run past Lions

Groton Area girls basketball team advanced to 6-2 with a 56-16 win over Langford Area. The Tigers led 
at the quarterstops at 14-2, 28-9 and 43-11.

Brooke Gengerke powered in three three-pointers to lead the Tigers with 16 points, three rebounds, one 
assist and three steals. Jerica Locke had six points, two rebounds, two assists and one steal. Laila Roberts 
had five points, six rebounds and one steal. Sydney Leicht had four points, two assists and two steals. 
Kennedy Hansen had four points, six rebounds, three steals. Rylee Dunker had four points, four rebounds, 
and one steal. Jaedyn Penning had three points, six rebounds, two assists and two steals. Brooklyn Han-
sen had three points, one rebound, two assists and one steal. Aspen Johnson had two rebounds and two 
steals. Faith Traphagen had nine rebounds and two steals. Talli Wright had one rebound. Elizabeth Fliehs 
had one rebound and two steals. Mia Crank had one rebound.

Groton Area made nine of 36 two-pointers for 25 percent, four of 21 three-pointers for 19 percent, 15 
of 23 free throws for 65 percent, had 42 rebounds, 11 turnovers, nine assists, 22 steals and 10 fouls.

Alexandra Darling led Langford Area with six points followed by Clarissa Guy and Megan Gustafson with 
four points each and Tawnee Nelson had two points. The Lions made seven of 22 field goals for 32 per-
cent, two of 14 free throws for 15 percent, had 16 team fouls and 26 turnovers.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 43-10. Scoring for Groton Area: Talli Wright 11, Taryn Trap-
hagen 6, Mia Crank 5, Faith Traphagen 4, Jaedyn Penning 4, Elizabeth Fliehs 3, Kennedy Hansen 2, Laila 
Roberts 2, Brooklyn Hansen 2, Kella Tracy 2 and Rylee Dunker 2. A

Alexandria Darling led Groton Area with five points while Lizzie Gustafson had four and Eliana Darling 
had one.

Both games were broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM with Ryan Tracy doing the commentary. 
The varsity game was sponsored by Bary Keith at Harr Motors, Bierman Farm Service, Blocker Con-

struction, Dacotah Bank, Groton Chamber of Commerce, Groton Ford, John Sieh Agency, Locke Electric, 
Spanier Harvesting & Trucking, Bahr Spray Foam, Thunder Seed with John Wheeting. Ed and Connie 
Stauch sponsored the junior varsity game.
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Groton City Council Meeting Agenda

January 17, 2023 – 7:00pm
City Hall – 120 N Main Street 

(IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CALL IN TO THIS MEETING, PLEASE MAKE PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS TO DO 
SO BY CALLING CITY HALL 605-397-8422)

 • Public Comments - pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1
(Public Comments will offer the opportunity for anyone not listed on the agenda to speak to the council. 

Speaking time will be limited to 3 minutes. No action will be taken on questions or items not on the agenda.) 

 • Minutes

 • Bills

 • December Finance Report

 • First Reading of Ordinance No. 766 – 2023 Summer Salary Ordinance

 • First Reading of Ordinance No. 767 – Amending Rates for Groton Municipal Electric Customers

 • Economic Development 

 • Executive session personnel & legal 1-25-2 (1) & (3)

 • Hire Summer Baseball/Softball Employees

 • Adjournment 
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State spends over $100,000 each year bolstering local 
governments’ cybersecurity

Organizations seek more protection for cities and counties
BY: MAKENZIE HUBER - JANUARY 17, 2023 3:00 AM

One employee clicked a scam link in an email, causing Brown County — the state’s fourth largest county 
— to shut down most of its computer network for over a week during the summer of 2021.

While 911 services were able to continue operating, offices were stalled for months because the county’s 
computer network had to restore lost information over the next three months — ceasing email communi-
cations or database access for many departments. Residents couldn’t close on houses or order new tags 
for their vehicles for weeks, said Pat Wolberg, Brown County IT director.

The northeastern South Dakota county, which includes Aberdeen, was a victim of a cybersecurity attack, 
which is an attempt from a third party to steal, expose, alter, disable or destroy information in a system 
without authorized access.

While no sensitive information was revealed to the hacker, such as financial information or personnel 
social security numbers, some information, while not vital, was never recovered, said County Commis-
sioner Duane Sutton.

Cybersecurity efforts that could have prevented the cyberattack didn’t have proper funding, Wolberg 
said. When he first started about a year before the county’s cyberattack, servers were antiquated and 
hadn’t been updated in years. Several computers didn’t have adequate antivirus software.

“When I started putting antivirus on stuff, we had so many computers flagged with malware,” Wolberg 
said. “It’s amazing we didn’t get hacked before this.”

Brown County isn’t the only local South Dakota government to be cyberattacked in recent years.
The city of Sioux Falls sent two electronic payments to someone impersonating a vendor in 2018. No 

one has been charged for the fraud. Hutchinson County was hit by a ransomware attack in 2019, which 
shut down accounts that contained receipts and records for $4 million in county business, according to 
the Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan.

The state attorney general’s Consumer Protection branch has recorded 385 data breaches for businesses 
and governments since 2018, based on a state law that requires entities to report a data breach if it af-
fects more than 250 consumers.

South Dakota local governments have paid “thousands or even hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
remediate the risk” to their IT networks, according to the South Dakota Public Assurance Alliance. Institu-
tions that hold valuable personal information are usually the largest targets for cybersecurity threats — 
hospitals, financial institutions and local governments.

“Unfortunately, the local governments are the ones with the least amount of resources,” said Dave Pfeifle, 
the alliance’s executive director.

The South Dakota Legislature approved funding for Project Boundary Fence in 2020, which assists county 
and city governments to secure their network security through a partnership with Dakota State University. 
The assessments are free for local governments. Consumer settlement funds are used to fund the project.

Wolberg connected with DSU shortly after the 2021 Brown County cyberattack. The county has not 
been reassessed since.

The Consumer Protection branch spent about $468,000 in the program’s first three years, according to 
Tony Mangan, spokesman for the Attorney General’s Office. The cost was renewed in 2022 for another 
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three years at just over $156,000 each year.

The program has served over 100 South Dakota cities and counties, said Ashley Podhradsky, vice presi-
dent of research and economic development at DSU. South Dakota has over 500 local governments.

“We’ve helped mitigate what could have been some serious cybersecurity incidents in South Dakota. I’m 
proud of that,” Podhradsky said.

Project Boundary Fence is led by Arica Kulm, director of digital forensics services, with several DSU 
students working on assessments as well. The lab runs three-week assessments for local governments 
through the state partnership.

External assessments include lab workers attempting to infiltrate the government’s network from the 
outside. DSU students will even impersonate IT interns to check the physical building security. Often, 
students are able to “get pretty high access to things they probably shouldn’t,” Kulm said.

“User training is the biggest part of security,” Kulm said, “Just being aware of not clicking on emails 
you’re not supposed to, not accepting downloads you’re not supposed to, and not letting people into your 
building you’re not supposed to.”

Internal assessments include lab workers testing a network’s security from the inside, searching “as if 
someone fell for a phishing email” to see what hackers have access to once they’re in the network.

Insecure passwords are one of the biggest risks for clients, Kulm added. Employees sometimes use 
default passwords that are easily found online or use simple passwords that are easy to crack. During one 
assessment, Kulm said workers found a file labeled “passwords” in the system, and another assessment 
found that a system was sending out massive amounts of spam unknown to the system users.

“On one, there was a default password used, so we were able to get in and watch recorded videos that 
were law enforcement sensitive and should not have been able to be accessed,” Kulm said.

Email is the most common way bad actors gain access to a network, and comprises 90% of the overall 
risk, according to Pfeifle.

Each county selects its own email platform and server — ranging from Yahoo to state email addresses. 
Pfeifle hopes to see the Legislature approve funding for a centralized email system for all South Dakota 
local governments during the 2023 session, which would “eliminate most of the risk.”

The centralized email system would mirror the state’s K-12 Data Center. The 1999 centralized email sys-
tem gave local school districts and their teachers, administrators and students a standardized email with 
data backup. The annual operating cost for the system is slightly over $1 million for the center’s 130,000 
users, Pfeifle said.

As for DSU, Kulm said Project Boundary Fence requires continued support in the coming years.
“You don’t just do an assessment and think you’re done and secure,” Kulm said. “We need to just keep 

testing and checking. It’s no different than your house; you don’t keep your garage door open when you 
leave, you lock your door and windows. You lock things and protect yourself.”

Makenzie Huber is a lifelong South Dakotan whose work has won national and regional awards. She’s spent five 
years as a journalist with experience reporting on workforce, development and business issues within the state.
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Spring 2022 derecho cost $2.8 billion, NOAA says. Some damage 

won’t be fixed until 2024.
BY: MAKENZIE HUBER - JANUARY 17, 2023 2:30 AM

Crews are still working to clean up damage months after the May 2022 derecho, which swept a roughly 
100-mile-wide wall of dust and winds over 100 mph across South Dakota.

The derecho damage has a multi-state price tag of $2.8 billion, according to the National Centers for 
Environmental Information’s newly updated list of billion-dollar disaster events. 

High winds struck South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota and Wisconsin, with 13 tornadoes impacting 
eastern South Dakota and 21 across Minnesota, Iowa and North Dakota.

“The winds were widespread and significant enough there was almost not a site that wasn’t damaged 
across most of southeastern South Dakota,” National Weather Service Meteorologist Jeff Chapman said, 
adding that there was more widespread damage after the storm than he’d ever seen.

The cost of public assistance in South Dakota from FEMA is listed at $2.4 million.
The storm caused damage in 28 counties and killed two people, one in Lake County and another in 

Minnehaha County. 
Rebuilding could take until 2024

Castlewood, home of Gov. Kristi Noem, was hit by a tornado with 120 mph winds that ripped part of 
the roof off its school building, damaging the elementary wing and its small gym, kitchen, band room and 
lunch room along with the school’s weight room and locker rooms.

Mobile units shipped in from Texas, costing $984,938, were erected in November to house about 127 
pre-K through fourth graders, said Tracy Laue, administrative assistant for the district.

According to minutes from the Dec. 14, 2022, Castlewood School District Board of Education meeting, 
a public survey found that the majority of respondents would support a $6 million bond to repair and 
reconstruct damaged parts of the school. The district will work with an architecture firm on plans before 
an election is held on the issue later this year.

There was no mention of the status of insurance covering the damage from the tornado to the school. 
However, the school board established a tornado capital projects fund in July which has grown to $9.65 
million.

Other parts of the state are also still fixing damage from the May storm, including local governments, 
private property owners and state departments.

The state Department of Transportation had about 170 signs on state highways and at least 10 interstate 
signs that were damaged from the storm. A traffic signal pole in Huron was rotated 90 degrees — footings 
and all — by the storm. The most significant damage to the state DOT was to salt sheds in Menno, Tyndall 
and Madison, according to Christina Bennett, a construction and maintenance engineer.

“Most of the work is completed except notably the signs on I-90 and I-229, as that work requires plans 
to be put out to bid for a contractor to replace,” Bennett said in an emailed statement.

The sign replacements were planned to be done by the end of 2022, but material delays and the onset 
of winter delayed the work until spring 2023, Bennett said. A sign and guardrail replacement near exit 1 
on I-229 in Sioux Falls won’t begin construction until fall 2023 or summer 2024.

Multiple billion-dollar disasters affect SD in 2022
South Dakota was part of four billion-dollar weather events in 2022, including the May derecho, and the 

blizzards and arctic blast in December 2022, which resulted in nine deaths on the Rosebud Reservation. 
The official price tag of the December storms has not been calculated yet, though it is included on the list.

The two other events were severe weather and drought that included the South Dakota area but weren’t 
as damaging as they were for other states.

Overall, there were 18 billion-dollar events in the United States in 2022. There have been 341 billion-dollar 
events since 1980, 33 of which impacted South Dakota to some degree.

Some of the most notable events include:
1998 Great Plains high winds and tornadoes, $2.1 billion: The weather disaster included the Spencer 
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tornado in May 1998, which killed six people and destroyed the town’s bank and water tower.

1997 floods, $6.9 billion: The floods of spring 1997 put nearly half the state underwater.
2017 Dakotas & Montana drought, $3.1 billion: Extreme drought affected more than 80% of the stateand 

severely damaged crops, forcing ranchers to sell off livestock because they didn’t have enough feed for 
cattle.

2019 Missouri River flooding, $12.7 billion: One of the costliest U.S. inland flooding events on record, 
the March flood was triggered by a storm that intensified snow melt and flooding. Communities along the 
river were evacuated ahead of time.

Makenzie Huber is a lifelong South Dakotan whose work has won national and regional awards. She’s spent five 
years as a journalist with experience reporting on workforce, development and business issues within the state.
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Double Header at Milbank 
Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023

C Games at the Elementary Gym 
with C boys at 4 p.m. Sponsored by Darcie & Eric Moody

followed by C girls. Sponsored by Russ & Dixie Clark

In the Main Gym
JV Girls at 4 p.m. Sponsored by Kent & Darcy Muller

Followed by JV Boys. 
Sponsored by Memory of Jay Imrie from the Imrie Family

followed by Varsity Games
Sponsored by 

Bary Keith at Harr Motors
Bierman Farm Service
Blocker Construction

Dacotah Bank
Groton Chamber of Commerce

Groton Ford
John Sieh Agency

Locke Electric 
Spanier Harvesting & Trucking

Bahr Spray Foam
Thunder Seed with John Wheeting 

Anyone wanting to sponsor a JV game, Call/Text Paul at 605-397-7460
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Light snow will be ending over northeastern South Dakota and west central Minnesota today. Snow will 
be returning to south central Wednesday morning and continuing over southeastern SD into Wednesday 
night.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 29 °F at 11:43 AM
Low Temp: 23 °F at 11:57 PM
Wind: 20 mph at 4:24 PM
Precip: : 0.00 

Day length: 9 hours, 14 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 48 in 1947  
Record Low: -32 in 1997
Average High: 23°F
Average Low: 1°F
Average Precip in Jan.: 0.33
Precip to date in Jan.: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 0.33
Precip Year to Date: 0.00
Sunset Tonight: 5:19:32 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:04:45 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
January 17, 1996:

Two to as much as fifteen inches of snow, high winds from 40 to 60 mph, and cold arctic air resulted in 
blizzard conditions and extreme wind chills from 40 below to 70 below from the mid-morning of the 17th to 
the early evening of the 18th. Most schools, federal, state, and county offices were closed. Various activi-
ties are also canceled. Travel was challenging due to the near-zero visibility, with some vehicles stranded. 
Highway 12 from Webster to the Minnesota border and Interstate-29 closed on the 18th. Hundreds of 
people were stranded, with some people stranded in their vehicles. Some pheasants and wildlife were 
lost due to the snow-packed so hard they could not dig out. Some snowfall amounts include; 2 inches at 
Highmore, 3 inches at Pierre and 9NE Reliance, 5 inches at Mobridge, Presho, Roscoe, 10SE Stephan, and 
Ree Heights, 6 inches at Tulare, 7 inches 12W Tulare and 5E 3S Faulkton, 8 inches 11E 2S Hosmer and at 
Doland, 9 inches at Mellette, Aberdeen, and Redfield, and 10 inches at Eureka and Britton, and 12 inches 
at Wilmot, Rosholt, and Ortonville, Minnesota. Fifteen inches occurred at Wheaton, Clinton, and Graceville. 
The extreme wind chills and some blowing snow continued across central and north-central South Dakota 
into the early evening of the 18th.

January 17, 2012:

Below are some very rare lake effect waterspouts. Chris Westcott took these pictures in the vicinity of 
Lower Brule. The waterspouts form from the instability created when the air associated with the Missouri 
River’s relatively warm open waters interacts with the frigid air located just above the surface. These 
types of waterspouts have a very short lifespan and dissipate just as quickly as they form. Chris saw six 
of them at one time.

1490: On the night of January 17 through the 18th, a “certain fine rain, which froze whilst it fell, and make 
icicles upon trees” occurred in Florence, Italy. “There was such a quantity of it that the weight bowed the 
trees down to the ground and broke the branches.” The above is from “A Florentine Diary from 1450 to 
1516” by Landucci, Luca. 
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HIDE AND SEEK
One of my favorite pastimes, when I was a child, was playing “hide and seek” with my neighborhood 

friends. It was always more fun to play at dusk when shadows from trees and buildings would provide 
secret places. The first one found from the previous round was always given the task to count while oth-
ers hid from his sight. Then, the search began for those who were quietly hiding in places they thought 
were impossible to find. On occasion, someone would find a place that no one had thought of before and 
the one searching would have to give up and the game would start again.

God “conceals” His glory in much the same way. He does not do it in a malicious manner or play a game 
with us. Rather, it is His way of revealing His majesty and might, power and presence. He is always there 
doing something in some way. But it is not always obvious.

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings,” said Solomon. 
In fact, on a previous occasion, he said, “The Lord has said that He would dwell in a dark cloud.”

So, where does all of this leave us? Why would He not be obvious all of the time? Why does He hide 
from us at all? It is because He is above and beyond us though beside and within us anxious for us to 
seek and trust Him.

God is worthy of worship and wonder even when He cannot be seen, when dark clouds gather over us, 
and darkness surrounds us. Though we may walk through a valley filled with shadows, His light is always 
waiting for us when we walk by faith and trust in Him.

Prayer: Give us courage, Lord, to walk in faith when days are dark, nights long and lonely, and the journey 
difficult. Increase our trust when our hope turns to doubt. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today:  It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of 
kings. Proverbs 25:2

We all need the encouragement, comfort, and peace that comes through God’s grace. Our daily devotion-
als, known as Seeds of Hope, have been a means through which thousands of people have experienced 
this grace. Each devotional comes from God’s Word and we pray this good “seed” finds good soil in your 
heart. Our aim is that the Seeds of Hope will be a great source of daily encouragement to you and that 
God will use them to draw you near to Him
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2023 Community Events

01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
03/25/2023 Spring Vendor Fair, 10am-3pm, Community Center
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter) 
04/01/2023 Dueling Duo Baseball/Softball Fundraiser at the Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/06/2023 Groton Career Development Event
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom) 
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
06/16/2023 – SDSU Alumni and Friends Golf Tournament
07/04/2023 – Couples Firecracker Golf Tournament
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July) 
07/26/2023 – GGA Burger Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course
08/04/2023 – Wine on Nine 6pm
08/11/2023 – GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day) 
09/10/2023 – Couples Sunflower Golf Tournament
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving) 
12/02/2023 – Tour of Homes & Holiday Party



Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 193 ~ 16 of 58

Groton Daily Independent

The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White .................$48.99/year
❏ Colored .......................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access to 
the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 6 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months ............................... $42.60
❏ 12 Months ............................. $53.25

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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Monday’s Scores
The Associated Press
BOYS PREP BASKETBALL=
Bridgewater-Emery 60, Viborg-Hurley 57
Colome 64, Cody-Kilgore, Neb. 48
Dell Rapids 90, Parker 34
Ethan 66, Wagner 53
Glen Ullin-Hebron, N.D. 66, Lemmon 40
Gregory 55, Platte-Geddes 52
Hot Springs 55, Belle Fourche 51
Leola/Frederick 73, Wilmot 34
Mitchell Christian 44, Menno 29
Parkston 54, Winner 44
Red Cloud 61, Little Wound 60
Timber Lake 63, Bison 35
Tripp-Delmont/Armour 50, Kimball/White Lake 43
Waubay/Summit 61, Britton-Hecla 24
West Central 64, Baltic 45
POSTPONEMENTS AND CANCELLATIONS=
Elkton-Lake Benton vs. Hills-Beaver Creek, Minn., ppd.
___
GIRLS PREP BASKETBALL=
Belle Fourche 58, Hot Springs 28
Beresford 59, Madison 52
Bon Homme 42, Bridgewater-Emery 31
Estelline/Hendricks 35, Oldham-Ramona/Rutland 31
Great Plains Lutheran 44, Clark/Willow Lake 37
Gregory 47, Platte-Geddes 43
Groton Area 45, Langford 16
Kimball/White Lake 60, Tripp-Delmont/Armour 37
Leola/Frederick 34, Wilmot 23
McCook Central/Montrose 50, Dell Rapids 46
Parkston 54, Winner 44
Red Cloud 74, Little Wound 30
South Border, N.D. 77, Herreid/Selby Area 56
Wagner 59, Ethan 36
Waubay/Summit 52, Britton-Hecla 49
___
Some high school basketball scores provided by Scorestream.com, https://scorestream.com/

China records 1st population fall in decades as births drop
By KEN MORITSUGU Associated Press
BEIJING (AP) — China’s population shrank for the first time in decades last year as its birthrate plunged, 

official figures showed Tuesday, adding to pressure on leaders to keep the economy growing despite an 
aging workforce and at a time of rising tension with the U.S.

Despite the official numbers, some experts believe China’s population has been in decline for a few 

News from the
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years — a dramatic turn in a country that once sought to control such growth through a one-child policy.

Many wealthy countries are struggling with how to respond to aging workforces, which can be a drag 
on economic growth, but some experts said the demographic change will be especially difficult to manage 
in an developing economy like China’s.

“China has become older before it has become rich,” said Yi Fuxian, a demographer and expert on Chi-
nese population trends at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

The National Bureau of Statistics reported Tuesday that the country had 850,000 fewer people at the 
end of 2022 than the previous year. The tally includes only the population of mainland China, excluding 
Hong Kong and Macao as well as foreign residents.

Over 1 million fewer babies were born than the previous year amid a slowing economy and widespread 
pandemic lockdowns, according to official figures. The bureau reported 9.56 million births in 2022; deaths 
ticked up to 10.41 million.

It wasn’t immediately clear if the population figures were affected by the COVID-19 outbreak that was 
first detected in the central Chinese city of Wuhan before spreading around the world. China has been 
accused by some specialists of underreporting deaths from the virus by blaming them on underlying con-
ditions, but no estimates of the actual number have been published.

China’s population has begun to decline nine to 10 years earlier than Chinese officials predicted and 
the United Nation projected, said Yi. The country has long been the world’s most populous nation, but is 
expected to soon be overtaken by India, if it has not already.

China has sought to bolster its population since officially ending its one-child policy in 2016. Since then, 
China has tried to encourage families to have second or even third children, with little success, reflecting 
attitudes in much of east Asia where birth rates have fallen precipitously. In China, the expense of raising 
children in cities is often cited as a cause.

Yi said that, based on his own research, China’s population has actually been declining since 2018, show-
ing the population crisis is “much more severe” than previously thought. China now has one of the lowest 
fertility rates in the world, comparable only to Taiwan and South Korea, he said.

That means China’s “real demographic crisis is beyond imagination and that all of China’s past economic, 
social, defense and foreign policies were based on faulty demographic data,” Yi told The Associated Press.

China’s looming economic crisis will be worse than Japan’s, where years of low growth have been blamed 
in part on a shrinking population, Yi said.

On top of the demographic challenges, China is increasingly in economic competition with the U.S., which 
has blocked the access of some Chinese companies to American technology, citing national security and 
fair competition concerns.

The last time China is believed to have experienced a population decline was during the Great Leap 
Forward, a disastrous drive for collective farming and industrialization launched by by then-leader Mao 
Zedong at the end of the 1950s that produced a massive famine that killed tens of millions of people.

China’s statistics bureau said the working-age population between 16 and 59 years old totaled 875.56 
million, accounting for 62% of the national population, while those aged 65 and older totaled 209.78 mil-
lion, accounting for 14.9% of the total.

If handled correctly, a declining population does not necessarily translate to a weaker economy, said 
Stuart Gietel-Basten, professor of social science at Khalifa University in Abu Dhabi.

“It’s a big psychological issue. Probably the biggest,” Gietel-Basten said.
According to the data from the statistics bureau, men outnumbered women by 722.06 million to 689.69 

million, the bureau reported, a result of the one-child policy and a traditional preference for male offspring 
to carry on the family name.

The numbers also showed increasing urbanization in a country that traditionally had been largely rural. 
Over 2022, the permanent urban population increased by 6.46 million to reach 920.71 million, or 65.22%.

The United Nations estimated last year that the world’s population reached 8 billion on Nov. 15 and that 
India will replace China as the world’s most populous nation in 2023. India’s last census was scheduled 
for 2022 but was postponed amid the pandemic.
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In a report released on World Population Day, the U.N. also said global population growth fell below 1% 

in 2020 for the first time since 1950.
Also Tuesday, the statistics bureau released data showing China’s economic growth fell to its second-lowest 

level in at least four decades last year under pressure from anti-virus controls and a real estate slump.
The world’s No. 2 economy grew by 3% in 2022, less than half of the previous year’s 8.1%, the data 

showed.
That was the second-lowest annual rate since at least the 1970s, after the drop to 2.4% in 2020 at the 

start of the pandemic, although activity is reviving after the lifting of restrictions that kept millions of people 
at home and sparked protests.

Gietel-Basten said China has been adapting to demographic change for years by devising policies to move 
its economic activities up the value chain of innovation, pointing to the development of semiconductor 
manufacturing and the financial services industry.

“The population of India is much younger and is growing. But there are many reasons why you wouldn’t 
necessarily automatically bet your entire fortune on India surpassing China economically in the very near 
future,” he said.

Among India’s many challenges is a level of female participation in the work force that is much lower 
than China’s, Gietel-Basten said.

“Whatever the population you have, it’s not what you’ve got but it’s what you do with it … to a degree,” 
he said.

At Davos, Ukraine 1st lady urges leaders to ‘use influence’
By JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press
DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) — Ukraine’s first lady scolded world leaders and corporate executives at the 

World Economic Forum’s annual gathering in the snowy Swiss town of Davos for not all using their influ-
ence at a time when Russia’s invasion leaves children dying and a world struggling with food insecurity.

As the anniversary of the war nears, Olena Zelenska said Tuesday that parents are in tears watching 
doctors trying to save their children, farmers are afraid to go back to their fields filled with explosive mines 
and “we cannot allow a new Chernobyl to happen,” referring to the 1986 nuclear disaster as Russian mis-
siles have pounded Ukrainian energy infrastructure for months.

“What you all have in common is that you are genuinely influential,” Zelenska told attendees. “But there 
is something that separates you, namely that not all of you use this influence, or sometimes use it in a 
way that separates you even more.”

She spoke as hundreds of government officials, corporate titans, academics and activists from around 
the world who descended on the town billed as Europe’s highest. The weeklong talkfest of big ideas 
and backroom deal-making prioritizes global problems such as hunger, climate change and the slowing 
economy, but it’s never clear how much concrete action emerges to help reach the forum’s stated ambi-
tion of “improving the state of the world.”

“We are all internally convinced that there is no such global problem that humanity cannot solve,” Zel-
enska said. “This is more important now when Russia’s aggression in Europe poses various challenges.”

The war in Ukraine, which has killed thousands of civilians, displaced millions and jolted food and fuel 
markets worldwide. With the war raising inflation and expanding food insecurity in developing nations, 
Zelenska called it “an insult to mankind and human nature to have mass starvation.”

Ukraine and Russia had been key suppliers of wheat, barley and other food supplies to Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia where many were already going hungry.

About 345 million people in 82 countries are facing acute food insecurity, according to the U.N. World 
Food Program, up from 135 million in 53 countries before the pandemic and war in Ukraine.

Zelenska warned that the war could expand beyond Ukraine’s borders and worsen the crises but “unity 
is what brings peace back.”

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen urged the assembled executives and global lead-
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ers at Davos to keep aiding Ukraine.

“Ukraine wants to become a member of the European Union, and it is a perfect opportunity to take 
investment and reform to pave this way for Ukraine towards the European Union,” she said after Zelen-
ska’s address. “And my call on you is: We need every helping hand on board. Ukraine deserves to have 
as much support as possible.”

While urging unity for Ukraine, von der Leyen unveiled a major clean tech industrial plan to compete 
with China and the United States as the 27-nation bloc looks to stay a leader on plotting a greener future.

She said the plan would make it easier to push through subsidies for green industries and inject funding 
into EU-wide projects to help reach its goal of climate neutrality by 2050. The bloc also would be more 
forceful in countering unfair trading practices.

At Davos, a helicopter buzzed overhead in overcast skies as scores of notables, including former U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore, trudged through the snow and crisscrossed the Alpine town of 10,000 to attend 
a number of panel sessions on everything from the environment to cryptocurrencies to the fight against 
COVID-19.

Many concerned minds in Davos were on the devastation from a Russian missile strike that hit an apart-
ment building in the southeastern Ukrainian city of Dnipro, killing 44 people in one of the deadliest single 
attacks in months.

Zelenska said Ukrainians “can’t take a day off from war” and that they “have to risk their lives each day” 
but said she believed the world would unify for peace.

Her husband, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, will be beamed in by video Wednesday to complement the 
in-person delegation of his wife and officials such as Minister of Digital Transformation Mykhailo Fedorov.

Davos offers a new chance for Ukrainian envoys to ramp up international support for donations of weapons 
like tanks and anti-rocket defenses and greater pressure to further isolate and squeeze Russia’s economy.

France, the U.K., the U.S. and other nations are vowing to send increasingly powerful weapons to Ukraine, 
such as tanks or armored combat vehicles.

Final toll in Russian strike: 44 dead, including 5 children
By ANDREW MELDRUM Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The final death toll from a weekend Russian missile strike on an apartment building 

in southeastern Ukraine reached 44, officials said Tuesday, as the body of another child was pulled from 
the wreckage. The strike in the city of Dnipro was the war’s deadliest attack since the spring on civilians 
at one location.

Those killed in the Saturday afternoon strike included five children, and 79 people were injured, according 
to Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy head of the Ukrainian president’s office. The final toll included two dozen 
people initially listed as missing at the multistory building, which housed about 1,700, he said.

Emergency crews cleared some 9 metric tons (9.9 tons) of rubble during a non-stop search and rescue 
operation, the Dnipro City Council said. Some 400 people lost their homes, with 72 apartments completely 
ruined and another 236 damaged beyond repair, it added.

The latest deadly Russian strike on a civilian target in the almost 11-month wa r triggered outrage. It 
also prompted the surprise resignation on Tuesday of a Ukrainian presidential adviser who said the Rus-
sian missile exploded and fell after the Ukrainian air defense system shot it down, a version that would 
take some of the blame off the Kremlin’s forces.

Oleksii Arestovich’s comments in a Saturday night interview caused an outcry. He said as he quit that 
his remarks were “a fundamental mistake.” Ukraine’s air force had stressed that the country’s military did 
not possess a system capable of downing Russia’s Kh-22 missiles, which it said was the type that hit the 
apartment building.

“Since the beginning of Russia’s military aggression, more than 210 missiles of this type have been 
launched on the territory of Ukraine. Not one was shot down by means of anti-aircraft defense,” the air 
force said Saturday.
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy vowed to bring those responsible for the strike to justice, say-

ing it’s “a fundamental task” for Ukraine and its Western allies.
“This strike at Dnipro, as well as other similar strikes, falls, in particular, under the jurisdiction of the 

International Criminal Court,” he said in a video address late Monday.
“And we will use all available opportunities — both national and international — to ensure that all Rus-

sian murderers, everyone who gives and executes orders on missile terror against our people, face legal 
sentences. And to ensure that they serve their punishment,” he said.

The U.K. Defense Ministry said Tuesday that the weekend barrage of long-range missiles, the first of its 
kind in two weeks, targeted Ukraine’s power grid.

The ministry noted that the Kh-22 “is notoriously inaccurate when used against ground targets as its 
radar guidance system is poor at differentiating targets in urban areas,” suggesting that might have been 
a factor in the deaths in the Dnipro.

Similar missiles were used in other incidents that caused high civilian casualties, it said, including a strike 
on a shopping mall in Ukraine’s central city of Kremenchuk in June. that officials said killed more than 20 
people.

The deadliest attack involving civilians before Saturday was an April 9 strike on a train station in the 
eastern city of Kramatorsk that left at least 52 people dead, according to The Associated Press-Frontline 
War Crimes Watch project.

Such incidents have helped stiffen international support for Ukraine as it battles to fend off the Kremlin’s 
invasion. The winter has brought a slowdown in fighting, but military analysts say a new push by both 
sides is likely once the weather improves.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said Tuesday that the country’s military would increase its readi-
ness from the current 1.15 million to 1.5 million in coming years.

As part of the buildup, the military will form an army corps in the northwestern region of Karelia, near 
Finland, as well as three new motorized infantry and two airborne divisions. The military will also beef up 
seven existing motorized infantry brigades into divisions.

That announcement came a day after U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman and other U.S. 
officials met in Kyiv with Zelenskyy. They reiterated Washington’s “strong and steadfast commitment to 
Ukraine,” U.S. State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.

U.S. Army Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, on Monday visited Ukraine troops who 
are training at a military base in Germany under U.S. commanders. More than 600 Ukrainian troops began 
the expanded training program at the camp the previous day.

“This is not a run of the mill rotation,” Milley told commanders. “This is one of those moments in time 
where if you want to make a difference, this is it.”

Ukraine’s first lady was also helping to cement Western support and acquire more foreign weapons, as 
she was scheduled to give a rare international address at the World Economic Forum’s annual gathering 
in the Swiss town of Davos.

Meanwhile, the head of the U.N. nuclear agency visited the South Ukraine Nuclear Power Plant on Monday 
and announced the organization’s permanent presence there to oversee operations and ensure safety.

Rafael Grossi, director-general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, tweeted late Monday that the 
agency’s flag was flying over the power plant.

“We are here to stay to help ensure nuclear safety (and) security during ongoing conflict,” Grossi said, 
adding that “soon, IAEA will be permanently present” at all of Ukraine’s nuclear power plants.

Ukraine has a total of four nuclear power plants with 16 reactors. One of them, the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant, is Europe’s largest and was taken over by Russian forces in the first months of the war and 
remains under their control.

Biden to host Netherlands PM for talks on tech, Ukraine
By AAMER MADHANI and MIKE CORDER Associated Press
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WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is set to host Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte for talks as 

the U.S. administration looks to persuade the Netherlands to further limit China’s access to advanced 
semiconductors with export restrictions.

Tuesday’s wide-ranging talks are also expected to cover the countries’ efforts to thwart Russia’s ongoing 
invasion of Ukraine and an upcoming democracy summit, according to the White House.

The Biden administration has been trying to get the Netherlands on the same page since the U.S. Com-
merce Department announced in October new export controls aimed at China. The restrictions are intended 
to limit China’s ability to access advanced computing chips, develop and maintain supercomputers, and 
make advanced semiconductors.

Administration officials have reasoned that the export restrictions are necessary because China can use 
semiconductors to create advanced military systems including weapons of mass destruction; commit human 
rights abuses; and improve the speed and accuracy of its military decision making, planning and logistics.

Slowing Beijing’s access, however, will take plenty of help from allies for the U.S. export controls to have 
maximum impact. The Netherlands-based tech giant ASML is a major manufacturer of lithography machines 
that design and produce semiconductors. China is one of ASML’s biggest clients.

CEO Peter Wennink in October played down the impact of the U.S. export control regulations.
“Based on our initial assessment, the new restrictions do not amend the rules governing lithography 

equipment shipped by ASML out of the Netherlands and we expect the direct impact on ASML’s overall 
2023 shipment plan to be limited,” he said.

ASML said last year that it expected company-wide 2022 sales to be around 21 billion euros.
The U.S. has also been in talks with Japan on tougher export restrictions to limit the sale of semiconduc-

tor manufacturing technology to China. Rutte’s visit comes after Biden hosted Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida last week for talks.

The U.S. and Japan, in a joint statement following the Oval Office meeting, said the two sides agreed 
to “sharpen our shared edge on economic security, including protection and promotion of critical and 
emerging technologies.”

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin last week called on Japan and the Netherlands to 
resist U.S. pressure.

“We hope the relevant countries will do the right thing and work together to uphold the multilateral trade 
regime and safeguard the stability of the global industrial and supply chains,” he said. “This will also serve 
to protect their own long-term interests.”

Rutte said in a Twitter posting on Monday that he had spoken by phone with Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy about Saturday’s Russian missile strike on an apartment building in Dnipro — one of the 
deadliest attacks on civilians in the nearly 11-month-old war. Authorities said the death toll from the strike 
rose to 40 and that 30 people remained missing Monday.

“The horrific attack on an apartment block in Dnipro underscores just why Russia cannot be allowed 
to win this war,” Rutte said in the posting. “The coordination of international military support remains es-
sential in the months ahead.”

Ahead of Tuesday’s meeting, White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby praised the 
Netherlands as as a “key supporter of security assistance in Ukraine.” The Netherlands has committed 
about $2.7 billion (2.5 billion euros) in support for Ukraine this year. The money will be spent on military 
equipment, humanitarian and diplomatic efforts.

Kirby said the two leaders also plan to discuss the Summit for Democracy, which they are co-hosting 
with Costa Rica, South Korea and Zambia in late March.

Biden hosted the inaugural democracy summit in December 2021, which the administration billed as the 
start of a global conversation about how best to halt the backsliding of democracy.

Biden is the third U.S. president visited by Rutte, the Netherlands’ longest-serving prime minister. He 
earlier met with Barack Obama and Donald Trump.
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Ukrainian civilians vanish and languish in Russian-run jails

By HANNA ARHIROVA and DASHA LITVINOVA Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Alina Kapatsyna often dreams about getting a phone call from her mother. In 

those visions, her mother tells her that she’s coming home.
Men in military uniforms took 45-year-old Vita Hannych away from her house in eastern Ukraine in April. 

She never returned.
Her family later learned that Hannych, who has long suffered from seizures because of a brain cyst, is 

in custody in the Russian-occupied part of the Donetsk region.
Kapatsyna told The Associated Press that it remains unclear why her mother — “a peaceful, civilian and 

sick person” who has never held a weapon — was detained.
Hannych is one of hundreds — and perhaps thousands — of Ukrainian noncombatants believed to be 

held by Russian forces for months following their invasion. Some are deemed to be prisoners of war, even 
though they never took part in the fighting. Others are in a sort of legal limbo — not facing any criminal 
charges or considered to be POWs.

Hannych was wearing only a sweatsuit and slippers when she was seized by Russian forces occupying 
her village of Volodymyrivka several weeks into the Feb. 24 invasion. It is still under Moscow’s control.

Her family initially thought she would come home shortly. Russian forces were known to detain people 
for two or three days for “filtration” and then release them, Kapatsyna said, and Hannych had no military 
or law enforcement connections.

When she wasn’t released, Kapatsyna and her 70-year-old grandmother started a search. At first, let-
ters and visits to various Russian-installed officials and government bodies in the Donetsk region yielded 
no results.

“The answers from everywhere were the same: ‘We did not take her away.’ Who took her then, if no 
one took her?” said Kapatsyna, who left the village in March for the Ukrainian-controlled city of Dnipro.

Then, they finally got some clarity: Hannych was jailed in Olenivka, another Russian-controlled city, ac-
cording to a letter from the Moscow-installed prosecutor’s office in the Donetsk region.

The jail staff told Kapatsyna’s grandmother that Hannych was a sniper, allegations her family deems 
absurd, given her condition. Medical records seen by the AP confirmed that she had a brain cyst, as well 
as “residual encephalopathy” and “general convulsive attacks.”

Anna Vorosheva, who spent 100 days in the same facility as Hannych, recounted squalid, inhumane 
conditions: putrid drinking water, no heat or showers, having to sleep in shifts and hearing new prisoners 
screaming from being beaten.

Vorosheva, 46, said she wasn’t told why she was detained, aside from “smirks and jokes about Nazis” 
— a reference to Russia’s false claims that what it calls its “special military operation” was a campaign to 
“denazify” Ukraine. She also said the staff told her: “Be happy we’re not beating you.”

Donetsk authorities labeled Hannych a POW and recently told the family she is imprisoned in the oc-
cupied city of Mariupol. It remains unclear when, if at all, she could be released.

Ukraine’s top human rights organization, Center for Civil Liberties, has requests concerning around 900 
civilians captured by Russia since the war began, with more than half still in custody.

Dmytro Lubinets, Ukraine’s human rights envoy, put the number even higher and said Friday that his 
office received inquiries concerning more than 20,000 “civilian hostages” detained by Russia.

Russian lawyer Leonid Solovyov told the AP he has amassed more than 100 requests concerning Ukrainian 
civilians. He said he was able to help 30-40 confirm the person they looked for was in Russian custody 
without any legal status — just like his client, Mykyta Shkriabin.

The student from northeastern Ukraine’s Kharkiv region was detained by Russia’s military in March and 
has been held ever since without charges or any legal proceedings.

Shkriabin, then 19, was sheltering from the fighting in a basement with his family, according to his mother, 
Tetiana. During a break, he went out for supplies — and never returned.

Tetiana Shkriabina told the AP that she learned from witnesses that Russian soldiers seized him.
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Months later, Solovyov got confirmation from Russia’s Defense Ministry that Shkriabin was detained for 

“resisting the special military operation.” There is no such offense on the books in Russia, Solovyov said, 
and even if there was, Shkriabin would have been formally charged and investigated, but that hasn’t hap-
pened. The ministry refused to disclose his whereabouts.

Moreover, when Solovyov filed a complaint to Russia’s Investigative Committee contesting the detention, 
it confirmed that there are no criminal probes opened against Shkriabin, that he is neither a suspect, nor 
an accused.

Shkriabin, who turned 20 in captivity, hasn’t been labeled a POW, the lawyer said, adding: “His legal 
status is simply a hostage.”

Russia’s Defense Ministry and the Interior Ministry didn’t respond to requests for comment.
Other cases are eerily similar to those of Shkriabin and Hannych.
In May, Russian forces detained information technology specialist Iryna Horobtsova in the southern city 

of Kherson when it was occupied by Moscow. They raided her apartment, seizing a laptop, two cellphones 
and several flash drives, and then took her away, according to her sister, Elena Kornii. They promised her 
parents that she would be home that evening — but it didn’t happen.

Horobtsova remained in the city and spoke out against the war on social media before she was detained, 
Kornii said. She had attended anti-Russia protests and also helped residents by driving them to work or 
finding scarce medications.

“She hasn’t violated any Ukrainian laws,” Kornii said, noting that her sister had nothing to do with the 
military.

Horobtsova’s lawyer, Emil Kurbedinov, said he believed that Russian security forces were carrying out 
“purges of the disloyal” in Kherson.

He learned from Russia’s Federal Security Service, or FSB, that she was still in custody. The Interior 
Ministry in Moscow-annexed Crimea told him that Horobtsova was in a detention center there. When 
Kurbedinov tried to visit her, officials refused to acknowledge having any such prisoner.

As for why she was held, the lawyer said authorities told him that “she resisted the special military op-
eration, and a decision regarding her will be made when the special military operation is over.”

He described her as “unlawfully imprisoned.”
Dmytro Orlov, mayor of the occupied city of Enerhodar in the Zaporizhzhia region, describes the fate of 

his deputy the same way — “an absolutely arbitrary detention.”
Ivan Samoydyuk was picked up by Russian soldiers shortly after they seized the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 

Power Plant in March, and no charges have been filed against him, Orlov said.
“We’re not even sure if he’s alive!” the mayor said. “If we can’t get clarity from the Russians about the 

fate of a deputy mayor, imagine the fate of ordinary Ukrainian civilians.”
Mykhailo Savva of the Expert Council of the Center for Civil Liberties said the Geneva Conventions al-

low a state to detain civilians temporarily in occupied areas, but “as soon as the reason that caused the 
detention of this civilian disappears, then this person must be released.”

“No special conditions, no trades, just release,” Savva said, noting that civilians can’t be declared POWs 
under international law.

International law prohibits a warring party from forcibly moving a civilian to its own territory or territory 
it occupies, and doing so could be deemed a war crime, said Yulia Gorbunova, a senior researcher with 
Human Rights Watch.

POWs can be exchanged, but there is no legal mechanism for swapping noncombatants, Gorbunova 
said, complicating efforts to free civilians from captivity.

Since the war began, however, Kyiv has been able to bring some home. Andriy Yermak, the head of 
Ukraine’s presidential office, said on Jan. 8 that 132 civilians were brought back from Russian captivity in 
2022.

Lubinets, the Ukrainian human rights ombudsman, met this month with his Russian counterpart, Tatyana 
Moskalkova.

He said he gave Moskalkova lists of some of the 20,000 Ukrainian civilians he said were held by Russia, 
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and “the Russian side agreed to find out where they are, in what condition and why they are being held.”

After getting such information, the question “of the procedure for their return” will be raised, Lubinets said.

Police: 8 people shot, 1 critical at Florida MLK Day event
FORT PIERCE, Fla. (AP) — Police in Florida said eight people were shot during an Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day event, with one of the victims listed in critical condition.
The St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office confirmed all the victims in the Monday shooting in Fort Pierce 

were adults, WPBF-TV reported.
The shooting occurred at Ilous Ellis Park at 5:20 p.m. during an MLK Car Show and Family Fun Day, which 

the sheriff’s office said was attended by more than 1,000 people, the TV station reported.
“Multiple people were shot, it sounds like from our initial investigation here on scene there was a dis-

agreement of some sort between two parties, and unfortunately, they chose to resolve that with guns,” 
St. Lucie County Chief Deputy Brian Hester said.

Police said four people including a child sustained non-life-threatening injuries during the ensuing con-
fusion, the station reported.

“It was mass chaos, as you can imagine, when shots rang out,” Hester said. “There were a thousand 
plus people here at the event, and as the shots rang out, people were just running in all directions.”

The sheriff’s office said two deputies at the event responded immediately and aided victims, WPBF-TV 
reported.

Video obtained by the station showed people ducking, running and hiding behind cars, including a woman 
running to safety while holding a baby.

“It’s really sad in a celebration of someone who represented peace and equality that a disagreement 
results in a use of guns and violence to solve that disagreement, and that’s what’s really sad to me about 
what happened here,” Hester said. “And then so many innocent people who were injured or hurt and were 
not part of the disagreement as well.”

Elon Musk drama shifts from Twitter, to tweets about Tesla
By MICHAEL LIEDTKE AP Technology Writer
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — While still grappling with the fallout from a company he did take private, be-

leaguered billionaire Elon Musk is now facing a trial over a company he didn’t.
Long before Musk purchased Twitter for $44 billion in October, he had set his sights on Tesla, the electric 

automaker where he continues to serve as CEO and from which he derives most of his wealth and fame.
Musk claimed in a August 7, 2018 tweet that he had lined up the financing to pay for a $72 billion buyout 

of Tesla, which he then amplified with a follow-up statement that made a deal seem imminent.
But the buyout never materialized and now Musk will have to explain his actions under oath in a federal 

court in San Francisco. The trial, which begins on Tuesday with jury selection, was triggered by a class-
action lawsuit on behalf of investors who owned Tesla stock for a 10-day period in August 2018.

Musk’s tweets back then fueled a rally in Tesla’s stock price that abruptly ended a week later, after it 
became apparent that he didn’t have the funding for a buyout after all. That resulted in him scrapping his 
plan to take the automaker private, culminating in a $40 million settlement with U.S. securities regulators 
that also required him to step down as the company’s chairman.

Musk has since contended he entered that settlement under duress and maintained he believed he had 
locked up financial backing for a Tesla buyout during meetings with representatives from Saudi Arabia’s 
Public Investment Fund.

The trial’s outcome may hinge on the jury’s interpretation of Musk’s motive for tweets that U.S. District 
Judge Edward Chen has already decided were a falsehood.

Chen dealt Musk another setback on Friday, when he rejected Musk’s bid to transfer the trial to a federal 
court in Texas, where Tesla moves its headquarters in 2021. Musk had argued that negative coverage of 
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his Twitter purchase had poisoned the jury pool in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Musk’s leadership of Twitter — where he has gutted the staff and alienated users and advertisers — has 
proven unpopular among Tesla’s current stockholders, who are worried he has been devoting less time 
steering the automaker at a time of intensifying competition. Those concerns contributed to a 65% percent 
decline in Tesla’s stock last year that wiped out more than $700 billion in shareholder wealth — far more 
than the $14 billion swing in fortune that occurred between the company’s high and low stock prices dur-
ing the Aug. 7-17, 2018 period covered in the class-action lawsuit.

The lawsuit is based on the premise that Tesla’s shares wouldn’t have traded at such a wide range if Musk 
hadn’t dangled the prospect of buying the company for $420 per share. Tesla’s stock has split twice since 
then, making that $420 price worth $28 on adjusted basis now. The shares closed last week at $122.40, 
down from its November 2021 split-adjusted peak of $414.50.

After Musk dropped the idea of a Tesla buyout, the company overcame a production problem, resulting 
in a rapid upturn in car sales that caused its stock to soar and minted Musk as the world’s richest person 
until he bought Twitter. Musk dropped from the top spot on the wealth list after the stock market’s back-
lash to his handling of Twitter.

The trial is likely to provide insights into Musk’s management style, given the witness list includes some 
of Tesla’s current and former top executives and board members, including luminaries such as Larry El-
lison, Oracle co-founder, as well as James Murdoch, the son of media mogul Rupert Murdoch. The drama 
also may shed light on Musk’s relationship with his brother, Kimbal, who is also on the list of potential 
witnesses who may be called during a trial scheduled to continue through Feb. 1.

Flyer filmed Nepal crash; co-pilot met same fate as husband
By SHEIKH SAALIQ Associated Press
NEW DELHI (AP) — Airplane passenger Sonu Jaiswal’s 90-second smartphone video began with the 

aircraft approaching the runway by flying over buildings and green fields over Pokhara, a Nepalese city in 
the foothills of the Himalayas.

Everything looked normal as Jaiswal’s livestream on Facebook shifted from the picturesque views seen 
from the plane’s window to fellow passengers who were laughing. Finally, Jaiswal, wearing a yellow sweater, 
turned the camera to himself and smiled.

Then it happened.
The plane suddenly appeared to veer toward its left as Jaiswal’s smartphone briefly captured the cries 

of passengers. Within seconds the footage turned shaky and recorded the screeching sound of an engine. 
Toward the end of the video, huge flames and smoke took over the frame.

The Yeti Airlines flight from Kathmandu that plummeted into a gorge Sunday, killing all 72 on board, 
was co-piloted by Anju Khatiwada, who had pursued years of pilot training in the United States after her 
husband died in a 2006 plane crash while flying for the same airline. Her colleagues described her as a 
skilled pilot who was very motivated.

The deaths of Khatiwada, 44, and Jaiswal, 25, are part of a deadly pattern in Nepal, a country that has 
seen a series of air crashes over the years, in part due to difficult terrain, bad weather and aging fleets.

On Tuesday, authorities began returning some identified bodies to family members and said they were 
sending the ATR 72-500 aircraft’s data recorder to France for analysis to determine what caused the crash.

In India’s Ghazipur city, nearly 430 kilometers (270 miles) south of the crash site in Nepal, Jaiswal’s family 
was distraught and still waiting to identify his body. His father, Rajendra Prasad Jaiswal, had boarded a car 
to Kathmandu on Monday evening and was expected to reach Nepal’s capital late Tuesday.

“It’s a tough wait,” said Jaiswal’s brother, Deepak Jaiswal.
The news of Jaiswal’s plane crashing in Pokhara reached his home barely minutes after the accident as 

news channels began broadcasting images of the aircraft’s mangled wreckage, still burning and billowing 
thick gray smoke, Deepak said.

Still, the family was not willing to trust the news, holding out hope for his survival.
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By Sunday evening, however, it had become clear. Deepak, who confirmed the authenticity of Jaiswal’s 

livestream to The Associated Press, was among the first in his family to watch the video that had since 
gone viral on the internet.

“We couldn’t believe the news until we saw the video,” he said. “It was painful.”
Jaiswal, a father of three children, worked at a local liquor store in Alawalpur Afga village in Uttar Pradesh 

state’s Ghazipur district. Deepak said his brother had gone to Kathmandu to visit Pashupatinath temple — a 
Hindu shrine dedicated to the god Shiva — and pray for a son, before setting off to Pokhara for sightsee-
ing along with three other friends.

“He was not just my brother,” Deepak said. “I have lost a friend in him.”
The tragedy was felt deeply in Nepal, where 53 passengers were locals.
Hundreds of relatives and friends of the victims consoled each other Tuesday at a local hospital. Families 

of some victims whose bodies have been identified prepared funerals for their loved ones.
Co-pilot Khatiwada’s colleagues, however, were still in disbelief.
“She was a very good pilot and very experienced,” Yeti Airlines spokesperson Pemba Sherpa said of 

Khatiwada.
Khatiwada began flying for Yeti Airlines in 2020 — four years after her husband, Dipak Pokhrel, died in a 

crash. He was flying a DHC-6 Twin Otter 300 plane for the same airline when it crashed in Nepal’s Jumla 
district and burst into flames, killing all nine people on board. Khatiwada later remarried.

Sherpa said Khatiwada was a “skilled pilot” with a “friendly nature” and had risen to the rank of captain 
after flying thousands of hours since joining the airline in 2010.

“We have lost our best,” Sherpa said.
___

Families mourn Nepal plane victims, data box sent to France
By ANISH BHATTARAI and KRUTIKA PATHI Associated Press
POKHARA, Nepal (AP) — Nepalese authorities on Tuesday began returning to families the bodies of plane 

crash victims and were sending the aircraft’s data recorder to France for analysis as they try to determine 
what caused the country’s deadliest air disaster in 30 years.

The flight plummeted into a gorge on Sunday while on approach to the newly opened Pokhara Interna-
tional Airport in the foothills of the Himalayas, killing all 72 aboard. Searchers found cockpit voice and flight 
data recorders on Monday, and on Tuesday shut off a dam to ease efforts to retrieve the last remaining 
body from the 300-meter-deep (984-foot-deep) ravine. Two more bodies were found earlier Tuesday.

The voice recorder would be analyzed locally, but the flight data recorder would be sent to France, said 
Jagannath Niraula, spokesperson for Nepal’s Civil Aviation Authority. The aircraft’s manufacturer, ATR, is 
headquartered in Toulouse.

The French air accident investigations agency confirmed it is taking part in the investigation, and its 
representatives were already on site.

The twin-engine ATR 72-500t, operated by Nepal’s Yeti Airlines, was completing the 27-minute flight from 
the capital, Kathmandu, to the resort city of Pokhara, 200 kilometers (125 miles) west.

It’s still not clear what caused the crash, less than a minute’s flight from the airport in light wind and 
clear skies.

Aviation experts say it appears that the turboprop went into a stall at low altitude on approach to the 
airport, but it is not clear why.

From a smartphone video shot from the ground seconds before the aircraft crashed, one can see the 
ATR 72 “nose high, high angle of attack, with wings at a very high bank angle, close to the ground,” said 
Bob Mann, an aviation analyst and consultant.

“Whether that was due to loss of power, or misjudging aircraft’s energy, direction or the approach pro-
file, and attempting to modify energy or approach, that aircraft attitude would likely have resulted in an 
aerodynamic stall and rapid loss of altitude, when already close to the ground,” he said in an email.
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The aircraft was carrying 68 passengers, including 15 foreign nationals and four crew members. The 

foreigners included five Indians, four Russians, two South Koreans, and one each from Ireland, Austra-
lia, Argentina and France. Pokhara is the gateway to the Annapurna Circuit, a popular hiking trail in the 
Himalayas.

On Tuesday afternoon, over 150 people gathered at Tulsi Ghat, a cremation ground on the banks of the 
Seti River in Pokhara, to mourn Tribhuwan Paudel, a 37-year-old journalist and editor at a local newspaper, 
who died in the crash. As a priest lit the funeral pyre, close friends of Paudel came together to reminisce.

Rishikanta Paudel said Paudel always celebrated his successes. “He would cry with happiness whenever 
I did something good ... I still feel like he might call me any time now and ask how I am.”

Bimala Bhandari, the chairperson for the Federation of Nepali Journalists in Kaski district, described 
Paudel as driven and passionate about the development of Pokhara.

“He was dearest to all journalists here because of his nature,” said Badri Binod Pratik, a friend and 
journalist who taught Paudel. “The accident has taken him away from us ... I am crumbling since the day 
of the crash.”

Funerals for other victims, many of whom were from the area, are expected in the coming days. They 
include a pharmaceutical marketing agent who was traveling to be with his sister as she gave birth, and 
a minister of a South Korean religious group who was going to visit the school he founded.

On Monday evening, hundreds of relatives and friends were still gathered outside a local hospital. Many 
consoled each other, while some shouted at officials to speed up the post mortems so they could take 
the bodies of their loved ones home for funerals.

Aviation expert Patrick Smith, who flies Boeing 757 and 767 aircraft and writes a column called “Ask the 
Pilot,” cautioned that a lot of details are still not known about the crash, but said that the plane “appears 
to have succumbed to a loss of control at low altitude.”

“One possibility is a botched response to an engine failure,” he told The Associated Press in an e-mail.
The man who shot the smartphone footage of the plane’s descent said it looked like a normal landing 

until the plane suddenly veered to the left.
“I saw that and I was shocked … I thought that today everything will be finished here after it crashes, 

I will also be dead,” said Diwas Bohora.
The type of plane involved, the ATR 72, has been used by airlines around the world for short regional 

flights since the late 1980s. Introduced by a French and Italian partnership, the aircraft model has been 
involved in several deadly accidents over the years. In Taiwan, two accidents involving ATR 72-500 and 
ATR 72-600 aircrafts in 2014 and 2015 led to the planes being grounded for a period.

Nepal, home to eight of the world’s 14 highest mountains including Mount Everest, has a history of air 
crashes. Sunday’s crash is Nepal’s deadliest since 1992, when all 167 people aboard a Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines plane were killed when it plowed into a hill as it tried to land in Kathmandu.

According to the Flight Safety Foundation’s Aviation Safety database, there have been 42 fatal plane 
crashes in Nepal since 1946.

The European Union has banned airlines from Nepal from flying into the 27-nation bloc since 2013, citing 
weak safety standards. In 2017, the International Civil Aviation Organization cited improvements in Nepal’s 
aviation sector, but the EU continues to demand administrative reforms.

Ex-GOP candidate arrested in shootings at lawmakers’ homes
By RIO YAMAT Associated Press
A failed Republican candidate who authorities said was angry over his defeat and made baseless claims 

the election last November was “rigged” against him was arrested in connection with a series of drive-by 
shootings targeting the homes of Democratic lawmakers in New Mexico’s largest city.

Solomon Pena, 39, was arrested Monday evening, just hours after SWAT officers took him into custody 
and served search warrants at his home, police said.

Albuquerque Police Chief Harold Medina described Pena as the “mastermind” of what he said appears 
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to be a politically motivated conspiracy leading to shootings at the homes of two county commissioners 
and two state legislators between early December and early January.

No one was injured in the shootings but in one case three bullets passed through the bedroom of a 
state senator’s 10-year-old daughter.

Pena ran unsuccessfully in November against incumbent state Rep. Miguel P. Garcia, the longtime Demo-
crat representing House District 14 in the South Valley. Garcia won by 48 percentage points, or roughly 
3,600 votes.

After the election, police said, Pena showed up uninvited at the elected officials’ homes with what he 
claimed were documents proving he had won his race. There was no evidence of widespread voter fraud 
in New Mexico in 2020 or 2022.

The shootings began shortly after those conversations.
“This type of radicalism is a threat to our nation and has made its way to our doorstep right here in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico,” Mayor Tim Keller said. “But I know we are going to push back, and we will 
not allow this to cross the threshold.”

Four men conspired with Pena, who is accused of paying them cash to carry out at least two of the 
drive-by shootings in stolen vehicles, while Pena “pulled the trigger” during one of the crimes, Deputy 
Police Commander Kyle Hartsock said.

Detectives identified Pena as their key suspect using a combination of cellphone and vehicle records, 
witness interviews and bullet casings collected at the lawmakers’ homes, police said. His arrest came one 
week after Medina announced they had identified a suspect in the shootings.

A lawyer for Pena who could comment on the allegations wasn’t listed Monday night in jail records.
No one was injured in the shootings, which unfolded amid a rise in threats to members of Congress, school 

board members, election officials and other government workers around the nation. In Albuquerque, law 
enforcement has struggled to address back-to-back years of record homicides and persistent gun violence.

The shootings began Dec. 4, when eight rounds were fired at the home of Bernalillo County Commis-
sioner Adriann Barboa. Days later, state Rep. Javier Martinez’s home was targeted, followed by a Dec. 11 
shooting at the home of Bernalillo County Commissioner Debbie O’Malley. More than a dozen rounds were 
fired at her home, police said.

The final related shooting, targeting state Sen. Linda Lopez’s home, unfolded in the midnight hour of 
Jan. 3. Police said more than a dozen shots were fired and Lopez said three of the bullets passed through 
her 10-year-old daughter’s bedroom.

Investigators received a break in the case after technology that can detect the sound of gunfire led an 
officer to Lopez’s neighborhood shortly after the shots were fired.

The officer found bullet casings matching a handgun found later that morning in a Nissan Maxima reg-
istered to Pena. Around 1:30 a.m., about an hour after the shooting at Lopez’s home, police stopped the 
Nissan about 4 miles (6 kilometers) from the lawmaker’s neighborhood.

The driver, identified Monday night as Jose Trujillo, was arrested on an outstanding warrant, leading to 
the discovery of more than 800 fentanyl pills and two firearms in the car, police said.

A criminal complaint outlining the exact charges against the former political candidate was expected to 
be released in the coming days. Additional arrests and charges also were expected, but police declined 
to elaborate, citing the ongoing investigation.

Detectives also were investigating two additional shootings they initially believed could be related to the 
Pena case: one in the vicinity of New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez’s former campaign office and 
another at state Sen. Antonio Maestas’ office. Police on Monday said the shootings do not appear to be 
connected.

The New Mexico Republican Party condemned Pena in a statement Monday night. “If Pena is found 
guilty, he must be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.”

Andy Murray tops Berrettini in 5-set epic at Australian Open
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By HOWARD FENDRICH AP Tennis Writer
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Metal hip, bloody knee and all, Andy Murray produced his biggest victory 

in years.
Murray built a huge lead, let it disappear completely, then needed to save a match point against Matteo 

Berrettini — who is nearly a full decade younger and ranked more than 50 places higher — before manag-
ing to pull out a 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 6-7 (7), 7-6 (10-6) triumph across more than 4 1/2 epic hours on Tuesday 
in the Australian Open’s first round.

“The last few years, I’ve certainly questioned myself at times. There’s certainly a lot of people (who) 
questioned me and my ability, whether I could still perform at the biggest events and the biggest matches,” 
said the 35-year-old Murray, a former No. 1 now ranked No. 66. “I felt very proud of myself after the match. 
That’s not something that I generally felt over the years at the end of tennis matches.”

This was the three-time major champion’s first defeat of a top-20 opponent at a Grand Slam tourna-
ment since 2017. That was before Murray thought he would need to retire — and even was given a career 
send-off at Melbourne Park in 2019, when he exited in the first round a year after his first hip operation.

After a second surgery inserted an artificial hip, Murray decided to try to continue playing. This sort of 
evening was likely what he had in mind when he pressed on — and when he spent three weeks in Boca 
Raton, Florida, practicing under the tutelage of coach Ivan Lendl during the offseason.

“I’ve put a lot of work into the last few months with my team to give me the opportunity to perform on 
stadiums like this, in matches like this, against players like Matteo,” Murray told a crowd that roared with 
approval for him. “And it paid off tonight.”

Oh, yes, what a performance it was, filled with the sort of grit that defined much of Murray’s time on 
tour, that carried him to championships at the U.S. Open in 2012 and at Wimbledon in 2013 and 2016 and 
to two Olympic singles gold medals.

Murray is also a five-time runner-up at Melbourne Park, with four losses in the final to Novak Djokovic 
and one to Roger Federer.

“He’s a great champion. I said it so many times,” said Berrettini, an Italian who is one of the players 
chronicled in the new “Break Point” Netflix docuseries. “Personally, was great to play with that atmosphere 
against him. Just a great match. Unfortunately it didn’t go my way.”

There were moments Tuesday when Murray played as he did a long time ago, diving to hit a volley before 
slamming to the blue court — scraping his right leg — or sprinting to somehow reach seemingly unreachable 
shots, then looking up into the stands at Lendl and shaking a fist while yelling, “Let’s go! Come on now!”

Murray raced through the first two sets in less than 1 1/2 hours before the big-hitting, big-serving Ber-
rettini turned things around and took the match to a fifth, even coming within one point of victory at 5-4 
in that set but faltering and flubbing an easy backhand.

By beating the 13th-seeded Berrettini, who was the runner-up at Wimbledon in 2021, Murray became 
only the fifth man in the Open era with 50 match wins at the Australian Open, joining Djokovic, Federer, 
Rafael Nadal and Stefan Edberg.

They played under a closed roof at Rod Laver Arena because of temperatures that soared up to 100 
degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius) and caused suspensions of play that lasted hours in matches on 
smaller courts that can’t be covered. Later, a rainstorm came, creating another pause in the action.

This was the most-anticipated match of the afternoon session and lasted so long it finished after 7 p.m. 
local time, most definitely living up to the hype.

“Some of the tennis at the end was really good,” Murray said. “It felt like that playing; I don’t know what 
it looked like.”

Looked terrific, Andy.
It was difficult to imagine that the night session matches scheduled to follow in Laver could possibly 

equal the intensity and drama. First came a 7-6 (8), 4-6, 6-1 win for the No. 2-seeded woman, Ons Jabeur, 
over Tamara Zidansek, followed by nine-time champion Djokovic’s return to the Australian Open after he 
was deported from the country a year ago for not being vaccinated against COVID-19.

Murray and Berrettini concluded with the first-to-10-points, win-by-2 tiebreaker formula that all Grand 
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Slam events adopted for the fifth sets of men’s matches and third sets of women’s. Murray said it was his 
first experience with that relatively new format.

Make no mistake: He was far better in that decisive section of the match, jumping out to leads of 5-0 
and 8-3. It ended in a bit of anticlimactic fashion: Murray’s service return clipped the net cord and trickled 
over for a winner.

“Just a bit lucky at the end,” said Murray, who next will meet Thanasi Kokkinakis or Fabio Fognini.
Murray has wondered aloud whether all of the work he put in to get back to a level of play that satisfied 

him was worth it.
“I need to give myself some credit, because the last few years have been tough,” Murray said. “I’ve lost 

a few of those matches, those type of matches, in the Slams the last couple years.”
He arrived in Australia having lost in the first or second round in seven of his nine most recent Grand 

Slam appearances. The other two ended in the third round.
For now, this one continues.
“It’s impressive what he could do after so many surgeries, after all the kilometers that he ran in his 

career. It’s impressive,” Berrettini said. “It just shows how much he loves the game, how much he loves 
these kind of matches.”

French soccer president targeted by sexual harassment probe
PARIS (AP) — French soccer federation president Noël Le Graët is under investigation for “sexual harass-

ment” and “moral harassment,” the Paris prosecutor’s office said Tuesday.
In a message to The Associated Press, the prosecutor’s office said the investigation was opened Monday 

following a report by the General Inspectorate of Education, Sport and Research. It will be carried out by 
a special police unit dedicated to crimes against individuals.

The investigation was launched after sports agent Sonia Souid accused Le Graët of improper conduct 
over several years, saying he only was interested in her sexually. Souid said in an interview with L’Equipe 
sports daily that Le Graët repeatedly tried to approach her from 2013-17.

The 81-year-old Le Graët agreed last week to step back from his duties as president of the federation 
following an emergency executive committee meeting into his behavior.

Le Graët has faced several claims of sexual harassment and the soccer federation is the target of an 
investigation ordered by French Sports Minister Amélie Oudéa-Castéra.

Le Graët, who has also been criticized this month for a perceived disrespect toward France soccer great 
Zinédine Zidane, has agreed to step away from his role until the audit’s findings have been fully reviewed 
by the executive committee, likely by the end of January. Until then, he is being replaced in an interim 
role by federation vice president Philippe Diallo.

Oudéa-Castéra ordered an investigation into the federation in September after the body said it would file 
a defamation lawsuit against So Foot magazine, which reported that Le Graët allegedly harassed several 
female employees.

The French magazine published a six-page investigation quoting anonymous former and current employ-
ees, and inappropriate text messages that Le Graët allegedly sent to the women.

Le Graët was re-elected to a four-year term last March. He is currently a candidate for another four-year 
term on the FIFA Council, the international soccer body’s decision-making committee.

Souid, who said she first met Le Graët in 2013, told L’Equipe that he texted her to ask her out or tell her 
he missed her. Souid said he never went too far verbally but made clear she should have sex with him to 
move her ideas forward.

“He never looked at me like an agent but like a piece of candy,” Souid said.
Souid said she was hurt by Le Graët’s attitude and that she thought about ending her career as an 

agent. Asked whether Le Graët helped her professionally at some point, Souid said he helped her find the 
phone number of coach Corinne Diacre and that he tried to help her with business class plane tickets for 
France player Amandine Henry.
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Swift guitar, Eminem shoes among items in charity auction

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Taylor Swift’s acoustic guitar, Eminem’s signed tennis shoes and an ensemble worn 
by a BTS member are among the items to be auctioned for charity next month.

Julien’s Auctions said Tuesday the memorabilia from some of the most popular music performers will be 
auctioned at the MusiCares Charity Relief Auction on Feb. 5.

All proceeds from the event following the Grammy Awards ceremony will go toward MusiCares, an or-
ganization dedicated to helping musicians in times of financial and medical crisis.

A signed Epiphone acoustic guitar that appeared on Swift’s 2020 “evermore” album artwork could draw 
between $5,000 and $10,000. Eminem wrote the words “Shady” on a white pair of Nike Air Max that could 
go for up to $3,000. A black utility-style jumpsuit and buckle belt worn by BTS’s J-Hope during a photo 
shoot for his debut solo album “Jack In the Box” could garner up to $4,000.

Snoop Dogg and his son, Cordell, will donate sound systems signed by both, along with a special NFT 
that could go for up to $8,000.

Joni Mitchell will have several items auctioned including a signed print of her original oil painting of Jimi 
Hendrix. Another painting on the auction block will come from former Van Halen lead singer David Lee 
Roth, a signed acrylic on canvas called “Dark Ocean.”

Olivia Rodrigo’s custom-made “Chopova Lowena” 2022 Glastonbury Festival ensemble and Katy Perry’s 
2019 FIFA Live Performance are expected to be auctioned.

The rest of the items to be auctioned come from a wide range of entertainers including Barbra Streisand, 
Daft Punk, Jimmy Buffet, Ozzy Osbourne, Paul McCartney, The Rolling Stones and Jon Batiste.

China’s economic growth falls to 3%, gradually reviving
By JOE McDONALD AP Business Writer
BEIJING (AP) — China’s economic growth fell to its second-lowest level in at least four decades last year 

under pressure from anti-virus controls and a real estate slump, but activity is reviving after restrictions 
that kept millions of people at home and sparked protests were lifted.

The world’s No. 2 economy grew by 3% in 2022, less than half of the previous year’s 8.1% rate, official 
data showed Tuesday. That was the second-lowest annual rate since at least the 1970s after 2020, when 
growth fell to 2.4% at the start of the coronavirus pandemic.

China’s slump has hurt its trading partners by reducing demand for oil, food, consumer goods and other 
imports. A rebound would be a boost to global suppliers who face a growing risk of recession in Western 
economies.

Economic growth sank to 2.9% over a year earlier in the three months ending in December from the 
previous quarter’s 3.9%, the National Bureau of Statistics reported.

Consumer spending started to recover but still was weak in December after the ruling Communist Party 
abruptly ended its “zero-COVID” controls.

“The outlook for GDP growth in 2023 has improved,” said Iris Pang of ING in a report.
To shore up the economy, the ruling party also has backtracked on key financial and industrial policies, 

winding down anti-monopoly and data crackdowns aimed at tightening control over China’s tech industries. 
That campaign wiped hundreds of billions of dollars off the share prices of e-commerce giant Alibaba and 
other companies on foreign stock exchanges.

The government is loosening controls on real estate financing after tighter controls on debt that Chinese 
leaders worry is dangerously high caused economic growth to slide starting in 2021.

Asian stock markets were mixed after the news. Market benchmarks in China and Hong Kong declined 
while Tokyo gained. South Korea and Australia fell.

China’s economic growth is in long-term decline after hitting a peak of 14.2% in 2007, hampered by 
hurdles including an aging, shrinking workforce and growing curbs on Chinese access to Western technol-
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ogy due to security concerns.

China’s population of working age people 16 to 59 has fallen by about 5% from its 2011 peak to 876.6 
million last year, based on official data released Tuesday. The working-age group as a share of the popula-
tion of 1.4 billion fell to 62% from 70% a decade ago.

The International Monetary Fund and private sector forecasters expect economic growth no higher than 
about 4% through the rest of the decade.

In December, retail sales fell 1.8% from a year earlier, but that was an improvement over the previous 
month’s 5.9% contraction. Wary consumers are returning only gradually to shopping malls and restaurants 
amid a surge in COVID-19 infections that has flooded hospitals with patients.

Investment in factories, real estate and other fixed assets in December rebounded to 0.5% growth over 
the previous month following November’s 0.5% contraction.

“The good news is that there are now signs of stabilization,” Louise Loo of Oxford Economics said in a 
report.

Growth is forecast to improve this year to a still-modest level of about 5%. Economists point to weak-
ness in real estate, an important economic engine, and slowing exports.

Factory output in 2022 rose 3.6% over the previous year, suggesting activity tumbled after hitting 4.8% 
in the third quarter of the year as U.S. and European demand for Chinese goods weakened under pressure 
from interest rate hikes to cool record-setting inflation.

The surprise end of some of the world’s most pervasive anti-virus controls followed a promise by the 
Communist Party in November to reduce the cost and disruptions of “zero COVID.”

That policy aimed to isolate every sick person. It helped keep China’s infection numbers below those of 
most other countries. But it shut down Shanghai and other cities for up to two months in early 2020 to 
fight outbreaks, disrupting manufacturing and trade. Growth tumbled to a low point of 0.4% over a year 
earlier in April-June before rebounding to 3.9% in the following quarter.

A new infection wave that began in October prompted authorities to reimpose restrictions that closed 
factories and required millions of people to stay home. Public frustration boiled over into protests in Shang-
hai and other cities. Some protesters in Shanghai called for Chinese leader Xi Jinping to resign.

The ruling party has dropped quarantine, testing and other restrictions and eased controls that blocked 
most travel into and out of China. It has yet to say when large-scale tourism into the country will resume.

Even after those controls were relaxed, some factories and restaurants were forced to close for weeks 
at a time in December due to lack of employees who weren’t infected.

On Saturday, the Cabinet promised tax cuts, bank loans and other support for entrepreneurs to “promote 
stable growth.”

“Reopening should result in a burst of growth over the coming year,” Goldman Sachs economist Andrew 
Tilton said in a report. Goldman raised its outlook on this year’s expansion to 5.2% from 4.5%.

Others are more cautious. The World Bank this month cuts it 2023 growth outlook for China to 4.3% 
from a forecast in June of 5.2%. It cited uncertainty about COVID-19 and the weak real estate industry.

The debt crackdown forced smaller developers out of business in an industry that accounts for up to 
25% of China’s economic activity. Some bigger competitors missed bond repayments. Sales plunged while 
jittery buyers waited for the status of developers to become clear.

Financial markets are waiting to see what happens to Evergrande Group, the global industry’s most 
indebted company, which is trying to restructure more than $300 billion owed to banks and bondholders.

African activists cast doubt over climate talks’ credibility
By WANJOHI KABUKURU Associated Press
MOMBASA, Kenya (AP) — Climate activists in Africa are expressing anger toward the United Nations 

climate agency, accusing it of allowing corporations and individuals with dubious climate credentials to 
greenwash their polluting activities by participating in its annual climate conference.

The criticism follows Thursday’s announcement that oil executive Sultan al-Jaber will lead the next round 
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of U.N. climate talks, which will be held in the United Arab Emirates beginning in late November. The Pan 
African Climate Justice Alliance termed the move as the “lowest moment” for the U.N. agency. The U.N.’s 
climate body hasn’t commented on the appointment.

Activists say they are increasingly concerned about oil and gas representatives thwarting the conference, 
where countries try and agree on ways to cut planet-warming activities. An analysis of the provisional list 
of last year’s conference participants found 636 people linked to fossil fuel companies were set to attend, 
a 25% increase from 2021.

Campaign groups on the continent are calling on blocs of climate vulnerable nations to reject any move 
by the UAE that gives fossil fuel actors control of global climate discussions.

“This is the textbook definition of impunity and conflict of interest,” Mithika Mwenda, PACJA’s executive 
director said in statement Monday on al-Jaber, where he also called for the president-designate to step 
down. “It is hard to see al-Jaber leading objective, science-backed negotiations in the interest of the most 
vulnerable.”

Mwenda added that he feared the talks would be taken over “by vicious fossil companies whose ill-
intentions are to derail the transition” to clean energy.

Memory Kachambwa, the executive director of the African Women Development and Communication 
Network called al-Jaber’s appointment “an insult to the collective wisdom of everyone committed to ad-
dressing the climate crisis.”

Several other climate and environmental groups have expressed concern over the announcement while 
others welcomed the move. On Sunday, U.S. climate envoy John Kerry told The Associated Press that al-
Jaber was a “terrific choice” for the role as he understands the need to transition to clean energy.

Activists have also raised concerns about the lack of climate cash being delivered to the continent. Cam-
paigners note that while fossil fuel subsidies and investments in oil and gas are growing in Africa, funding 
for adapting to climate change and transitioning to renewable energy is still lacking.

Last year, nations agreed that countries vulnerable to climate change should receive money from de-
veloped countries who are most responsible for burning up the planet. The details of the fund are being 
worked out this year.

African climate activists have ramped up their criticism of industrialized nations and multilateral develop-
ment banks in the last eight months for their funding of fossil fuels, which campaigners say undermines 
the 2015 Paris Agreement to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) since 
pre-industrial times.

The International Monetary Fund revealed that subsidies for dirty fuels had reached $5.9 trillion globally 
by 2020. Fossil fuels investments in Africa continue to outstrip renewables and jumped from $3.4 billion 
in 2020 to $5.1 billion in 2022, according to environmental group Urgewald.

Meanwhile, several climate funding promises, such a $100 billion-a-year pledge to developing countries 
to help them tackle climate change, have been repeatedly missed.

The International Energy Agency found that Africa’s renewable energy investments need to be doubled if 
it’s to meet its climate targets. Africa is home to 60% of the world’s solar resources but only 1% of global 
installed solar power capacity, the agency reported.

Prescott outshines Brady, Cowboys dominate Buccaneers 31-14
By FRED GOODALL AP Sports Writer
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — So much for notion that Dak Prescott and the Dallas Cowboys might not be up to 

the challenge of beating Tom Brady.
Prescott played his best game in weeks, throwing for four touchdowns and running for another to answer 

critics of “America’s Team” with a 31-14 rout of Brady and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in an NFC wild-card 
playoff game on Monday night.

“It just shows he’s resilient,” Cowboys linebacker Micah Parsons said. “The light’s different on Dak. I think 
the criticism is unfair and unjust sometimes. But the way he handles it, the way he comes back every time 
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and shows who he truly is, it’s a credit to the work he puts in. It makes us keep believing every time.”

Prescott completed 25 of 33 passes for 305 yards and played turnover-free ball for the first time in eight 
games as the Cowboys (13-5) dominated the listless Bucs (8-10) in what may turn out to be Brady’s last 
game in a Tampa Bay uniform.

“Not the way we wanted to end it,” Brady said. “Kind of typical of the way we played all season.”
Dallas beat Brady for the first time in the seven-time Super Bowl champion’s career and won in the 

postseason on the road for the first time in 30 years to earn a trip to San Francisco to face the 49ers in 
the NFC divisional round next Sunday.

“You watched this team that had all the reasons in the world to have criticism — you can call it doubt, 
you can call it whatever you want — and they came back and they’re not the same team that came to 
town,” Cowboys owner Jerry Jones said. “They’re a better team having beaten Tampa and beaten a great 
player at quarterback.”

The Cowboys had dropped eight straight playoff games away from home since winning the NFC cham-
pionship game in San Francisco on Jan. 17, 1993.

They were also coming off a poor performance in a lopsided regular season-ending loss to Washington.
“Didn’t listen,” Prescott said about all the talk about the Cowboys not being ready for the playoffs.
“Simply just didn’t listen to anybody else’s opinions, anybody else’s thoughts. Made sure I was conscious 

of what I put in my own head,” Prescott added. “Got a great supporting cast in my team, people that 
believe in me. That’s all that really matters to me, and just stay focused on what I can do.”

About the only thing that went wrong for the Cowboys was kicker Brett Maher missing his first four ex-
tra points, becoming the first player in NFL history to miss that many in a game. Maher finally converted 
on his fifth attempt after coach Mike McCarthy decided against sending him out to try a field goal from 
roughly the same distance as a PAT.

Tampa Bay receiver Russell Gage was strapped to a backboard and carted off the field late in the fourth 
quarter. Gage slipped and fell to the turf while running a route and took a blow to the neck as he went 
down. He was unable to get to his feet and silence fell over the stadium as players took a knee and medi-
cal personnel tended to him.

Coach Todd Bowles said Gage was taken to a hospital with a concussion and was being evaluated for 
a neck injury. Gage’s injury occurred two weeks after Buffalo Bills safety Damar Hamlin went into cardiac 
arrest and had to be resuscitated on the field in a Monday night game at Cincinnati.

Brady, who signed with Tampa Bay in 2020 and led the Bucs to a Super Bowl title two years ago, will 
be a free agent this winter. He retired briefly last February before changing his mind and returning for a 
23rd season at age 45.

Brady threw a career-high 66 passes, completing 35 of them for for 351 yards, including second-half 
touchdowns of 30 yards to Julio Jones and 8 yards to Cameron Brate. He was sacked twice and also threw 
a costly interception — a second-quarter, end-zone pick from the Dallas 5 that prevented the Bucs from 
potentially taking the lead when they were only trailing 6-0.

Prescott tossed the first of his two TD passes to Dalton Schultz to get the Cowboys going, then turned 
Brady’s first red-zone interception since 2019 into points by finishing a 15-play, 80-yard drive by circling 
left end for a 1-yard TD run on fourth down.

The Dallas quarterback expanded the lead to 18-0 with an 11-yard TD throw to Schultz, then threw 2 
yards to Michael Gallup for a 24-point lead early in the third quarter. It could have been 28-0 if not for 
Maher missing all four extra points.

Prescott’s last TD pass, an 18-yarder to CeeDee Lamb on fourth-and-4, put the Cowboys up 31-6 with 
10:13 remaining.

Little came easy this season for the Bucs, just the fourth team in NFL history to make the playoffs with 
a losing record in a non-strike year.

While Brady broke his own league record for completions in a season and ranked third in passing yards 
behind Patrick Mahomes and Justin Herbert, Tampa Bay finished 25th in scoring at 18.4 points per game 
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and never won more than two in a row while holding off Carolina, New Orleans and Atlanta to repeat as 
NFC South champions.

“It’s always tough,” Brady said of the disappointing finish to the season. “But we didn’t earn it. They did.”
INJURIES
Cowboys: TE Peyton Hendershot (thigh) left the game in the first quarter. ... T Jason Peters (hip) limped 

off in the second quarter and did not return.
Buccaneers: C Ryan Jensen was activated from injured reserve to the active roster after missing the 

entire regular season with a knee injury suffered on the second day of training camp. He was immediately 
inserted into the starting lineup.

UP NEXT
Cowboys: At San Francisco next Sunday in the divisional round.
Buccaneers: The wait begins to learn if Brady will retire, return for a fourth season with Tampa Bay or 

sign with another club in free agency.

US drug trial opens for Mexico ex-security head
By MARK STEVENSON Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The man who was once Mexico’s top security official and in charge of fighting the 

drug cartels goes on trial Tuesday on charges he accepted millions of dollars in bribes in exchange for 
helping the powerful Sinaloa Cartel move drugs and its members avoid capture.

Genaro García Luna was best known as the mumbling, tough-looking former security secretary under 
ex-President Felipe Calderón who spearheaded the bloody war on cartels between 2006 and 2012.

United States prosecutors allege he was so brazen he accepted tens of millions of dollars, often stuffed 
in briefcases. The evidence against him includes pay stubs, though whether they were from official jobs, 
private sector consultancy, cartel payments or other bribes is unclear.

They say he continued to live off his ill-gotten proceeds even after he moved to the United States, where 
he was arrested in 2019, though the defense says he was a legitimate businessman. Jury selection was 
scheduled to begin Tuesday.

In the end, the case could reveal the inner workings of how Mexican cartels have been able to operate 
so openly for so long: by bribing Mexican police and military right up to the top ranks.

“For decades, Mexico’s political elite, of all parties, has sought by any means to have security ministers, 
generals, police commanders, interior secretaries and high-ranking officials tried and imprisoned in Mexico 
… all that to avoid them giving information on the ties between the drug cartels and politicians,” said 
Mexican security analyst David Saucedo. “Garcia Luna’s trial in the United States breaks with that pattern.”

Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador has welcomed the trial expected to cast light on cor-
ruption in the administration of Calderón, who the president accuses of having robbed him of the presi-
dency in 2006.

But López Obrador himself fought tooth and nail to avoid a U.S. trial of former defense secretary Gen. 
Salvador Cienfuegos on similar charges in 2020, at one point threatening to kick DEA agents out of Mexico 
unless the general was returned, which he was.

The trial begins just days after U.S. President Joe Biden met with López Obrador in Mexico City. The 
two governments pledged continued cooperation against the drug cartels, especially against the scourge 
of the synthetic opioid fentanyl, which contributed to more than 107,000 drug overdose deaths in the U.S. 
in 2021. López Obrador scrapped the civilian federal police force that García Luna once led and put the 
military in charge of much of the country’s security.

“It’s not the same to put a civilian PAN official on trial, as it is to put a defense secretary on trial, when 
your whole national security policy rests on the armed forces,” said Ana Vanessa Cárdenas, an interna-
tional security analyst at the Anahuac University, referring to Calderón’s conservative National Action Party.

García Luna has pleaded not guilty to drug trafficking charges and a continuing criminal enterprise. He 
could face decades in prison if convicted.
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What he will face in a Brooklyn courtroom is a parade of government witnesses, including high-level 

cartel members, of a kind not seen in Brooklyn since Sinaloa boss Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán was con-
victed there in 2019 and sentenced to life in prison. Some accusations against García Luna surfaced at 
the Guzmán trial.

“While holding public office, (García Luna) used his official positions to assist the Sinaloa Cartel, a notori-
ous Mexican drug cartel, in exchange for multimillion-dollar bribes. At trial, the government expects that 
numerous witnesses, including several former high-ranking members of the Sinaloa Cartel, will testify 
about bribes paid to the defendant in exchange for protection,” U.S. Attorney Breon Peace wrote in a 
court filing last week.

“In exchange for these bribes, the defendant provided the Sinaloa Cartel with, among other things, safe 
passage for its drug shipments, sensitive law enforcement information about investigations into the cartel, 
and information about rival drug cartels,” Peace wrote. “These payments allowed the cartel at times to 
receive warnings in advance of law enforcement efforts to apprehend cartel members and to allow cartel 
members to be released if arrested.”

Before convicting Guzmán in 2019, jurors in his New York trial heard former cartel member Jesús Zam-
bada testify that he personally made at least $6 million in hidden payments to García Luna, on behalf of 
his older brother, cartel boss Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada.

The cartel is now believed to be run by Zambada and at least three of Guzmán’s sons, one of whom 
was arrested earlier this month on an extradition request from the United States.

García Luna isn’t the first top Mexican official arrested for involvement with drug traffickers. Gen. Jesús 
Gutiérrez Rebollo was made Mexico’s drug czar by President Ernesto Zedillo in 1996. He was arrested 
the following year after it was discovered he was living in a luxury apartment owned by the leader of the 
Juarez cartel, Amado Carrillo Fuentes.

More rain, snow in California from ninth in series of storms
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The ninth atmospheric river in a three-week series of major winter storms was 

churning through California on Monday, leaving mountain driving dangerous and the flooding risk high 
near swollen rivers even as the sun came out in some areas.

Heavy snow fell across the Sierra Nevada and the National Weather Service discouraged travel. Inter-
state 80, a key highway from the San Francisco Bay Area to Lake Tahoe ski resorts, reopened with chain 
requirements after periodic weekend closures because of whiteout conditions.

“If you must travel, be prepared for dangerous travel conditions, significant travel delays and road clo-
sures,” the weather service office in Sacramento said on Twitter.

The University of California Berkeley Central Sierra Snow Lab tweeted Monday morning that it had re-
corded 49.6 inches (126 cm) of new snow since Friday.

A backcountry avalanche warning was issued for the central Sierra, including the greater Tahoe area.
A barrage of atmospheric river storms has dumped rain and snow on California since late December, 

cutting power to thousands, swamping roads, toppling trees, unleashing debris flows and triggering land-
slides. Monday’s system was relatively weak compared with earlier storms, but flooding and mudslide risks 
remained because the state was so saturated, forecasters said.

President Joe Biden will travel to California’s central coast Thursday to visit areas that have been im-
pacted by the extreme weather. The White House said in a statement Monday that the president would 
visit with first responders and state and local officials, survey recovery efforts and assess what additional 
federal support is needed.

Mostly dry days were in the week’s forecast, though some parts of Northern California could see more 
rain at midweek.

The sun came out Monday in San Francisco, where 20.3 inches (51.5 cm) of rain has fallen at the city’s 
airport since Oct. 1, when California typically begins recording rainfall for the year. The average for the 
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“water year” is 19.6 inches (49.8 cm), “so we’ve surpassed the yearly total with 8 more months to go,” the 
San Francisco weather service office tweeted.

Across the bay in Berkeley, 10 homes were evacuated Monday when a sodden hillside collapsed, sending 
mud onto properties. No injuries were reported.

Up to 2 more inches (5 cm) of rain fell Sunday in the soaked Sacramento Valley, where residents of 
Wilton and surrounding communities were warned to prepare to leave if the Cosumnes River rose further.

In Monterey County, the swollen Salinas River swamped farmland over the weekend and officials said 
Monday that it was still rising. To the east, flood warnings were still in effect for Merced County in the 
agricultural Central Valley, where Gov. Gavin Newsom visited Saturday.

Newsom on Monday signed an executive order to further bolster the state’s emergency storm response 
and help communities that suffered damage. President Joe Biden declared a major disaster in the state 
and ordered federal aid to supplement local recovery efforts.

In Southern California, the sun shone in Los Angeles, but winter storm warnings and advisories were 
still in place for mountain areas, where many roads remained impassable because of mud and rock slides. 
Two northbound lanes of Interstate 5 near Castaic in northern LA County were closed indefinitely after 
a hillside collapsed.

Downtown Los Angeles set a rainfall record Saturday with 1.82 inches (4.6 cm), the weather service said.
At least 20 storm-related deaths have occurred, and a 5-year-old boy remained missing after being swept 

out of his mother’s car by floodwaters in San Luis Obispo County.
Forecasters were keeping their eyes on a storm forming in the Pacific to see if it gains enough strength 

to become the state’s 10th atmospheric river of the season. Either way it is likely to only bring light rain 
and will be confined mostly to Northern California when it makes landfall Wednesday, state climatologist 
Dr. Mike Anderson said Monday during a state weather briefing.

John Kerry tells AP he backs UAE oil chief overseeing COP28
By JON GAMBRELL Associated Press
ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — U.S. climate envoy John Kerry backs the United Arab Emir-

ates’ decision to appoint the CEO of a state-run oil company to preside over the upcoming U.N. climate 
negotiations in Dubai, citing his work on renewable energy projects.

In an interview Sunday with The Associated Press, the former U.S. secretary of state acknowledged 
that the Emirates and other countries relying on fossil fuels to fund their state coffers face finding “some 
balance” ahead.

However, he dismissed the idea that Sultan al-Jaber’s appointment should be automatically disqualified 
due to him leading the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. Activists, however, equated it to asking “arms dealers 
to lead peace talks” when authorities announced his nomination Thursday.

“I think that Dr. Sultan al-Jaber is a terrific choice because he is the head of the company. That company 
knows it needs to transition,” Kerry said after attending an energy conference in the Emirati capital. “He 
knows — and the leadership of the UAE is committed to transitioning.”

Still, Abu Dhabi plans to increase its production of crude oil from 4 million barrels a day up to 5 million 
even while the UAE promises to be carbon neutral by 2050 — a target that remains difficult to assess and 
one that the Emirates still hasn’t fully explained how it will reach.

Kerry pointed to a speech al-Jaber gave Saturday in Abu Dhabi, in which he called for the upcoming 
COP — or Conference of Parties — to move “from goals to getting it done across mitigation, adaptation, 
finance and loss and damage.” Al-Jaber also warned that the world “must be honest with ourselves about 
how much progress we have actually achieved, and how much further and faster we truly need to go.”

“He made it absolutely clear we’re not moving fast enough. We have to reduce emissions. We have to 
begin to accelerate this transition significantly,” Kerry said. “So I have great confidence that the right is-
sues are going to be on the table, that they’re going to respond to them and lead countries to recognize 
their responsibility.”
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Each year, the country hosting the U.N. negotiations nominates a person to chair the talks. Hosts typi-

cally pick a veteran diplomat as the talks can be incredibly difficult to steer between competing nations 
and their interests. The nominee’s position as “COP president” is confirmed by delegates at the start of 
the talks, usually without objections.

Al-Jaber is a trusted confidant of UAE leader Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. He also led a 
once-ambitious project to erect a $22 billion “carbon-neutral” city on Abu Dhabi’s outskirts — an effort 
later pared back after the global financial crisis that struck the Emirates hard beginning in 2008. Today, 
he also serves as the chairman of Masdar, a clean energy company that grew out of the project and has 
spent or committed tens of billions of dollars to projects worldwide.

Skepticism remains among activists over al-Jaber, however. A call by countries, including India and the 
United States, for a phase down of oil and natural gas never reached a public discussion during COP27 in 
the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh in November.

Activists worry that COP being held in a Mideast nation reliant on fossil fuel sales for a second year in a 
row could see something similar happen in the Emirates.

Asked about that fear, Kerry said: “I don’t believe UAE was involved in changing that.”
“There’s going to be a level of scrutiny — and and I think that’s going to be very constructive,” the 

former U.S. senator and 2004 presidential contender said. “It’s going to help people, you know, stay on 
the line here.”

“I think this is a time, a new time of accountability,” he added.
Still, the Emirates and the U.S. maintain close military relations, regardless of the federation making 

policy decisions disliked by Washington.
Dubai’s Jebel Ali Port is the most-used port of call for the U.S. Navy outside of America. Some 3,500 

American troops are deployed in the country, including at Abu Dhabi’s Al Dhafra Air Base and a Navy 
outpost in Fujairah. The UAE has some $29 billion in pending defense sales with the Americans, including 
purchasing its most-advanced air defense system known by the acronym THAAD.

For Europeans in particular, Russia’s war on Ukraine has led to a reckoning on the continent’s reliance of 
Moscow’s natural gas to heat their homes in the winter. Though aided by an unusually warm winter, Euro-
peans are trying to source gas elsewhere while also looking for renewables to fill whatever gaps they can.

“No country is advantaged by having a petro-dictator be able to control their future and their prices and 
their economy with reckless behavior,” Kerry said, referring to Russian leader Vladimir Putin.

“To the degree there’s something that’s coming out of it that will change things for the better, that is 
Europe’s deep commitment to big reductions in emissions and to a whole shift in the nature of their energy 
supply,” Kerry said.

On King’s holiday, daughter calls for bold action over words
By BILL BARROW Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — America has honored Martin Luther King Jr. with a federal holiday for nearly four de-

cades yet still hasn’t fully embraced and acted on the lessons from the slain civil rights leader, his youngest 
daughter said Monday.

The Rev. Bernice King, who leads The King Center in Atlanta, said leaders — especially politicians — too 
often cheapen her father’s legacy into a “comfortable and convenient King” offering easy platitudes.

“We love to quote King in and around the holiday. ... But then we refuse to live King 365 days of the year,” 
she declared at the commemorative service at Ebenezer Baptist Church, where her father once preached.

The service, organized by the center and held at Ebenezer annually, headlined observances of the 38th 
federal King holiday. King, gunned down in Memphis in 1968 as he advocated for better pay and working 
conditions for the city’s sanitation workers, would have celebrated his 94th birthday Sunday.

Her voice rising and falling in cadences similar to her father’s, Bernice King bemoaned institutional and 
individual racism, economic and health care inequities, police violence, a militarized international order, 
hardline immigration structures and the climate crisis. She said she’s “exhausted, exasperated and, frankly, 
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disappointed” to hear her father’s words about justice quoted so extensively alongside “so little progress” 
addressing society’s gravest problems.

“He was God’s prophet sent to this nation and even the world to guide us and forewarn us. ... A prophetic 
word calls for an inconvenience because it challenges us to change our hearts, our minds and our behav-
ior,” Bernice King said. “Dr. King, the inconvenient King, puts some demands on us to change our ways.”

President Joe Biden addressed an MLK breakfast hosted in Washington by the Rev. Al Sharpton’s National 
Action Network. Sharpton got his start as a civil rights organizer in his teens as youth director of an anti-
poverty project of King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

“This is a time for choosing,” Biden said, repeating themes from a speech he delivered Sunday at Ebenezer 
at the invitation of Sen. Raphael Warnock, the senior pastor at Ebenezer who recently won re-election to 
a full term as Georgia’s first Black U.S. senator.

“Will we choose democracy over autocracy, or community over chaos? Love over hate?” Biden asked 
Monday. “These are the questions of our time that I ran for president to try to help answer. ... Dr. King’s 
life and legacy — in my view — shows the way forward.”

Elsewhere in Washington, Martin Luther King III attended a wreath-laying ceremony at the national 
memorial to his father. And Vice President Kamala Harris, the first woman and person of color to hold the 
office, spoke to volunteers at a day of service project at George Washington University.

Thousands attended a memorial march in San Antonio. In Los Angeles, the Kingdom Day Parade returned 
after a two-year pandemic break.

Other commemorations echoed Bernice King’s reminder and Biden’s allusions that the “Beloved Com-
munity” — Martin Luther King’s descriptor for a world in which all people are free from fear, discrimination, 
hunger and violence — remains elusive.

In Boston, Mayor Michelle Wu talked about advancing truth in an era of hyper-partisanship and misin-
formation.

“We’re battling not just two sides or left or right and a gradient in between that have to somehow come 
to compromise, but a growing movement of hate, abuse, extremism and white supremacy fueled by mis-
information, fueled by conspiracy theories that are taking root at every level,” she said.

Wu, the first woman and person of color elected mayor of Boston, said education restores trust. Quot-
ing King, she called for overcoming the “fatigue of despair” to enact change. “It is sometimes in those 
moments when we feel most tired, most despairing, that we are just about to break through,” Wu told 
attendees at a memorial breakfast.

Volunteers in Philadelphia held service projects focused on gun violence prevention. The city has seen 
a surge in homicides that saw 516 people killed last year and 562 the year before, the highest total in at 
least six decades.

Some participants in the effort’s signature project, led by Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, worked to 
assemble gun safety kits for public distribution. The kits include “gun cable locks and additional safety 
devices for childproofing,” according to organizers. They also include information about firearm storage, 
health and social services information, and coping in the aftermath of gun violence.

Other kits being assembled highlighted Temple University Hospital’s “Fighting Chance” program and 
included materials to enable immediate response to victims at the scene of gunfire, organizers said. Re-
cipients are to be trained in the use of the materials, which include tourniquets, gauze, chest seals and 
other items to treat critical wounds, they said.

In Selma, Alabama, a seminal site in the civil rights movement, residents were commemorating King as 
they recover from a deadly storm system that moved across the South last week.

King was not present at Selma’s Edmund Pettus Bridge for the initial march known as “Bloody Sunday,” 
when Alabama state troopers attacked and beat marchers in March 1965. But he joined a subsequent 
procession that successfully crossed the bridge toward the Capitol in Montgomery, punctuating efforts that 
pushed Congress to pass and President Lyndon Johnson to sign the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The Pettus Bridge was unscathed by Thursday’s storm.
Maine’s first Black House speaker urged residents Monday to honor King’s memory by joining in acts of 
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service.

“His unshakable faith, powerful nonviolent activism and his vision for peace and justice in our world 
altered the course of history,” Rachel Talbot Ross said in a statement. Talbot Ross is also the daughter of 
Maine’s first black lawmaker, and a former president of the Portland NAACP.

“We must follow his example of leading with light and love and recommit ourselves to building a more 
compassionate, just and equal community,” she added.

At Ebenezer, Warnock, who has led the congregation for 17 years, hailed his predecessor’s role in se-
curing ballot access for Black Americans. But, like Bernice King, the senator warned against a reductive 
understanding of King.

“Don’t just call him a civil rights leader. He was a faith leader,” Warnock said. “Faith was the founda-
tion upon which he did everything he did. You don’t face down dogs and water hoses because you read 
Nietzsche or Niebuhr. You gotta tap into that thing, that God he said he met anew in Montgomery when 
someone threatened to bomb his house and kill his wife and his new child.”

King, Warnock said, “left the comfort of a filter that made the whole world his parish,” turning faith into 
“the creative weapon of love and nonviolence.”

While echoing Bernice King’s call for bolder public policy, Warnock noted some progress in his lifetime. 
As he’s done through two Senate campaigns, Warnock noted he was born a year after King’s assassina-
tion, when both of Georgia senators were staunch segregationists, including one Warnock described as 
loving “the Negro” as long as he was “in his place at the back door.”

But, Warnock said, “Because of what Dr. King and because of what you did ... I now sit in his seat.”
— Associated Press journalists Will Weissert in Washington, David Sharp in Portland, Maine, and Ron 

Todt in Philadelphia contributed.

Baby, teen mom among 6 killed in shooting at California home
VISALIA, Calif. (AP) — Six people — including a 17-year-old mother and her 6-month-old baby — were 

killed in a shooting early Monday at a home in central California, and authorities are searching for at least 
two suspects, sheriff’s officials said.

Deputies responded around 3:30 a.m. to reports of multiple shots fired at the residence in unincorporated 
Goshen, just east of Visalia, the Tulare County Sheriff’s Office said.

“Actually the report was that an active shooter was in the area because of the number of shots that 
were being fired,” Sheriff Mike Boudreaux told reporters.

Deputies found two victims dead in the street and a third person fatally shot in the doorway of the 
residence, Boudreaux said.

Three more victims were found inside the home, including a man who was still alive but later died at a 
hospital, he said.

The sheriff said investigators are searching for at least two suspects. They believe there is a gang con-
nection to the killings. The sheriff’s office conducted a narcotics-related search warrant at the residence 
last week, Boudreaux said.

“We also believe this was not a random act of violence. We believe this was a targeted family,” he said.
Two of the victims, the young mother and her child, were shot in the head, the sheriff said.
Samuel Pina said Monday that his teenage granddaughter, Alissa Parraz, and her baby, Nycholas Nolan 

Parraz, were among those killed.
“I can’t wrap my head around what kind of monster would do this,” he told The Associated Press.
Pina said Parraz and her baby were living with her father’s side of the family in Goshen, and that her 

dad’s uncle, her dad’s cousin, and her grandmother and great-grandmother were also killed.
He said the family is in shock.
“It comes in big waves,” he said.
Goshen is a semi-rural community of about 3,000 residents 35 miles (56 kilometers) southeast of Fresno 

in the agricultural San Joaquin Valley.
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Top US general visits training site for Ukrainian soldiers

By LOLITA C. BALDOR Associated Press
GRAFENWOEHR TRAINING AREA, Germany (AP) — Monday was just Day Two for Ukrainian soldiers at 

the U.S. military’s new training program, but the message was coming through loud and clear.
These are urgent times. And the lessons they will get in the next five weeks on weapons, armored 

vehicles and more sophisticated combat techniques are critical as they prepare to defend their country 
against the Russian invasion.

“This is not a run of the mill rotation,” U.S. Army Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said Monday afternoon as he met with commanders. “This is one of those moments in time where if you 
want to make a difference, this is it.”

Milley, who visited the sprawling Grafenwoehr training area to get his first look at the new, so-called 
combined arms instruction, has said it will better prepare Ukrainian troops to launch an offensive or counter 
any surge in Russian attacks.

He spent a bit less than two hours at “Camp Kherson” — a section of the base named after a city in 
Ukraine where Ukrainian troops scored a key victory against Russia last year. More than 600 Ukrainian 
troops began the expanded training program at the camp just a day before Milley arrived.

For the first time since the war began nearly a year ago, reporters were given broad access to watch 
various portions of the training. The reporters were allowed to follow Milley and watch his interactions 
with Ukrainian and U.S. troops and commanders, but were not allowed to report specific conversations 
with the Ukraine forces or take any photos or video. The restrictions reflect ongoing U.S. concerns about 
escalating Russian anger over the West’s involvement in the war or triggering a wider conflict.

The U.S. has conducted training at Grafenwoehr for years, including for allied forces in Europe. But lim-
ited instruction for Ukrainian forces began last year, shortly after the Russian invasion. At the time it was 
focused specifically on various weapons systems that were being supplied by the U.S., such as the howitzer.

Last month, the Pentagon announced it would expand the training in an effort to hone the skills of the 
Ukrainian forces. The five-week course will teach them to effectively move and coordinate their company- 
and battalion-size units in battle, using combined artillery, armor and ground forces.

It will include classroom instruction and field work that will begin with small squads and gradually grow 
to involve larger units. It will culminate with a more complex combat exercise bringing an entire battalion 
and a headquarters unit together.

The training at Grafenwoehr is being done by the 7th Army Training Command.
Speaking to two reporters traveling with him to Europe on Sunday, Milley said the complex training — 

combined with an array of new weapons, artillery, tanks and other vehicles heading to Ukraine — will 
be key to helping the country’s forces take back territory that has been captured by Russia in the nearly 
11-month-old war.

On Monday, as he walked through the training area, Milley bantered with troops, asking them about 
their combat experience and talking to them about their mission.

“The urgency was clear,” said Army Col. Dave Butler, Milley’s spokesman. “These soldiers are going off 
to defend their country in combat.”

Milley said Sunday that the goal is for incoming weapons and equipment to be delivered to Ukraine so the 
newly trained forces will be able to use it “sometime before the spring rains show up. That would be ideal.”

The new instruction comes as Western analysts point to signs that the Kremlin is digging in for a drawn-
out war, and say the Russian military command is preparing for an expanded mobilization effort.

Across the battlefield, Ukrainian forces face fierce fighting in the eastern Donetsk province, where the 
Russian military has claimed it has control of the small salt-mining town of Soledar. Ukraine asserts that its 
troops are still fighting, but if Moscow’s troops take control of Soledar it would allow them to inch closer 
to the bigger city of Bakhmut, where fighting has raged for months.

Russia also launched a widespread barrage of missile strikes over the weekend, including in Kyiv, the 
northeastern city of Kharkiv and the southeastern city of Dnipro, where the death toll in one apartment 
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building rose to 40.

Italy’s most-wanted Mafia boss nabbed after 30 years on run
By FRANCES D’EMILIO Associated Press
ROME (AP) — Italy’s No. 1 fugitive, a Mafia boss convicted of helping to mastermind some of the na-

tion’s most heinous slayings, was arrested Monday when he sought treatment at a private clinic in Sicily 
after three decades on the run.

Matteo Messina Denaro was tried in absentia and convicted of dozens of murders, including helping 
to mastermind, along with other Cosa Nostra bosses, a pair of 1992 bombings that killed top anti-Mafia 
prosecutors — and led the Italian state to stiffen its crackdown on the Sicilian crime syndicate. He faces 
multiple life sentences that he is expected to serve in a maximum security prison and under the particularly 
restrictive conditions reserved for top organized crime bosses.

He went into hiding a year after those bombings while still a young man — but he was still considered one 
of Cosa Nostra’s top bosses even as a fugitive. Hundreds of police officers were tasked over the years with 
tracking him, the last of three longtime top-level Mafia bosses who managed to elude capture for decades.

He is now 60, and his health condition helped investigators zero in on him, according to Carabinieri Gen. 
Pasquale Angelosanto, who heads the police force’s special operations squad.

“It all led to today’s date (when) he would have come for some tests and treatment” at the clinic, the 
Carabinieri general said.

Authorities did not say what he was being treated for, but he was captured at La Maddalena clinic in 
Palermo, an upscale medical facility with a reputation for treating cancer patients, and Italian media said 
he was undergoing treatment for a year.

During an evening news conference, authorities said Messina Denaro’s treatment could continue at a 
hospital prison ward.

Investigators said he was unarmed and dressed like a typical patient at the clinic, though wearing a 
watch worth at least 30,000 euros (about $33,000).

“He didn’t resist at all,” Carabinieri Col. Lucio Arcidiacono told reporters.
A pair of Carabinieri officers, each holding an arm, walked Messina Denaro down the front steps of the 

clinic to a waiting black van in pouring rain. He was dressed in a brown leather jacket trimmed in shearling, 
a matching white-and-brown skull cap and his trademark tinted glasses. His face looked wan and he stared 
straight ahead.

Shortly after his arrest, the sun peeked through, and a rainbow could be seen in the sky over the clinic.
When dozens of police officers, wearing ski masks, converged on the clinic, local residents knew something 

big was about to happen. When Messina Denaro was brought outside, applause rang out on the sidewalks.
Palermo Chief Prosecutor Maurizio De Lucia told reporters that the fugitive had used the pseudonym 

Andrea Bonafede and had an Italian identity card in that name. He used the alias — the surname roughly 
means “good faith” in Italian — to book a morning appointment at the clinic.

In addition to convictions for the killings of prosecutors Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsellino, he was 
also found guilty of killing Falcone’s wife and several of their bodyguards as well as the grisly murder of a 
Mafia turncoat’s young son, who was abducted and strangled before his body was dissolved in a vat of acid.

He also was among Cosa Nostra bosses convicted of ordering a series of bombings in 1993 that caused 
fatalities and damaged the Uffizi Galleries in Florence, two major churches in Rome and an art gallery in 
Milan.

“We captured the last of the massacre masterminds” of the 1992-1993 Mafia killings, prosecutor De Lucia 
said. “It was a debt that the Republic owed to the victims of those years.”

Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni tweeted that Messina Denaro’s capture is a “great victory of the state, 
which shows that it doesn’t surrender in the face of the Mafia.”

Monday’s arrest came 30 years and a day after the Jan. 15, 1993, capture of Mafia “boss of bosses” 
Salvatore “Toto” Riina, in a Palermo apartment, after 23 years on the run. Messina Denaro went into hid-
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ing during the summer of that year.

The Italian Mafia boss who set the record for the longest time on the lam was Bernardo Provenzano. He 
was captured in a farmhouse near Corleone, Sicily, in 2006 after 38 years as a fugitive. Once Provenzano 
was in police hands, the hunt focused on Messina Denaro, who managed to elude arrest despite numer-
ous reported sightings, including in northern Italy.

That all three top bosses were ultimately arrested in the heart of Sicily while they conducted clandestine 
lives for decades won’t surprise Italy’s police and prosecutors. Law enforcement officials have long said 
that such bosses rely on contacts and the confidentiality of fellow mobsters and complicit family members 
to move them from hideout to hideout, supply food, clean clothing and communication, and a code of 
silence known as “omertà.”

But Messina Denaro, besides staying in hideouts in Sicily, also traveled abroad while a fugitive, including 
to Marseille, the French port city, where he underwent surgery some years ago, according to investigators.

Riina and Provenzano lived out the last years of their lives in the strictest of Italian prison conditions 
reserved for unrepentant organized crime bosses and refused to cooperate with investigators.

Some have speculated whether Messina Denaro might agree to cooperate with prosecutors in exchange 
for more lenient prison conditions.

During his years on the run, he had a series of lovers and passed time by playing video games, according 
to Italian media reports. Messina Denaro is believed to have fathered two children while a fugitive. One 
of his girlfriends was arrested and convicted of having hidden him for a time.

Right after he went into hiding, Messina Denaro sent a letter to his then-girlfriend that Italian news 
agency ANSA said read: “You’ll hear talk about me, they will paint me like the devil, but it’s all falsehoods.’’

Wary of being located through cellphone use, Mafia bosses frequently resort to handwritten notes known 
as “pizzini.” When Provenzano was nabbed in his rustic hideaway, police found a stash of such notes.

On Monday, Italian state TV transmitted what it said was an audio recording of a 1993 appearance by 
Messina Denaro before a Sicilian court. A judge sought to confirm his identity and asked basic questions 
to fill out documents.

When asked his occupation, he replied “farmer” and added that his brother was a banker and his four 
sisters homemakers. For his residence, he cited Castelvetrano, a farm town near Trapani, which was his 
crime clan’s power base and where he was assured of logistics support during his time as a fugitive, ac-
cording to investigators.

The brother was convicted years ago of Mafia association. One of the sisters was convicted of helping 
run the crime clan during Messina Denaro’s years on the run, Italian news reports said.

With the crackdown that began in the 1990s against Sicily’s Cosa Nostra, the island’s mafiosi started 
losing their dominance in Italy compared to other organized crime syndicates.

As the Sicilian Mafia was significantly weakened by a small army of turncoats, on the mainland, the 
‘ndrangheta syndicate, based in the “toe” of the Italian peninsula, steadily eclipsed Cosa Nostra in reach 
and influence.

Unlike Sicily’s crime syndicates, the ‘ndrangheta draws its foot soldiers based on family ties, leaving it 
less vulnerable to those who cooperate with investigators. The ‘ndrangheta is now one of the world’s most 
powerful cocaine traffickers.

But the Sicilian Mafia still runs drug trafficking operations. Other lucrative illicit businesses include infil-
tration of public works contracts and extortion of small business owners who are threatened if they don’t 
regularly pay “protection money.”

Flight data, voice recorders retrieved from Nepal crash site
By ANISH BHATTARAI, KRUTIKA PATHI and SHEIKH SAALIQ Associated Press
POKHARA, Nepal (AP) — Search teams retrieved the flight data and cockpit voice recorders Monday 

of a passenger plane that plummeted into a gorge on approach to a new airport in the foothills of the 
Himalayas, officials said, as investigators looked for the cause of Nepal’s deadliest plane crash in 30 years.



Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 193 ~ 46 of 58

Groton Daily Independent
At least 69 of the 72 people aboard were killed, and officials believe the three missing are also dead. 

Rescuers combed through the debris, scattered down a 300-meter-deep (984-foot-deep) gorge, for them.
Many of the passengers on Sunday’s flight were returning home to Pokhara, though the city is also popu-

lar with tourists since it’s the gateway to the Annapurna Circuit hiking trail. On Monday evening, relatives 
and friends were still gathered outside a local hospital, some shouting at officials to speed up the post 
mortems so they could hold funerals for their loved ones. Later, some did receive the bodies of relatives.

It’s still not clear what caused the crash, which took place less than a minute’s flight from the airport 
on a mild day with little wind.

In footage taken by a passenger out of a window as the plane came in for a landing, buildings, roads 
and greenery are visible below. The video, by Sonu Jaiswal and verified by The Associated Press, then 
shows a violent jolt and a series of jerky images accompanied by yelling before flames fill the screen.

Nepal’s Civil Aviation Authority said the aircraft last made contact with the airport, which began opera-
tions only two weeks ago, from near Seti Gorge. A witness who recorded footage of the plane’s descent 
said it looked like a normal landing until the plane suddenly veered to the left.

“I saw that, and I was shocked,” said Diwas Bohora. “I thought that today everything will be finished 
here after it crashes, I will also be dead.”

After it crashed, red flames erupted and the ground shook violently, Bohora said. “Seeing that scene, I 
was scared,” he added.

Amit Singh, an experienced pilot and founder of India’s Safety Matters Foundation, said Bohora’s video 
appears to show a stall, a situation in which a plane loses lift, especially likely at low airspeeds.

The twin-engine ATR 72 aircraft, operated by Nepal’s Yeti Airlines, was completing the 27-minute flight 
from the capital, Kathmandu, to Pokhara, 200 kilometers (125 miles) west. It was carrying 68 passengers, 
including 15 foreign nationals, as well as four crew members, Nepal’s Civil Aviation Authority said in a 
statement. The foreigners included five Indians, four Russians, two South Koreans, and one each from 
Ireland, Australia, Argentina and France.

Jagannath Niraula, a spokesman for the authority, said the flight recorders will be handed over to inves-
tigators. Pemba Sherpa, spokesperson for Yeti Airlines, confirmed that both the flight data and the cockpit 
voice recorders were found.

Nepal is home to eight of the world’s 14 highest mountains including Mount Everest. A pilot who rou-
tinely flies an ATR 72-500 plane from India to Nepal said the region’s topography, with its mountain peaks 
and narrow valleys, raises the risk of accidents and sometimes requires pilots to fly by sight rather than 
relying on instruments.

The pilot, who works for a private Indian airline and insisted on anonymity due to company policy, called 
the ATR 72-500 an “unforgiving aircraft” if the pilot isn’t highly skilled and familiar with the region’s terrain 
and wind speeds.

Hundreds of people have gathered outside the Pokhara Academy of Health and Science, Western Hos-
pital, where the bodies are being kept.

Bimala Bhenderi said was planning to meet her friend, Tribhuban Paudel, on Tuesday when she heard 
that his flight had crashed. “I’m so sad, I can’t believe it still,” she said in tears.

Bikash Jaiswal said he could only identify his wife’s brother only by the ring he wore, and that he had yet 
to tell his wife, who just gave birth to their daughter. Sanjay Jaiswal, who worked as a marketing agent 
for a private pharmaceutical company in Kathmandu, was flying to Pokhara for the birth. More than 24 
hours after the crash, his body lay in the same hospital where his niece was born.

“He was a hardworking person, and now there’s no one left in his family to earn,” Bikash said.
Park Dae-seong, a minister and spokesperson of the Won Buddhist order, confirmed on Monday the 

deaths of Arun Paudel and his daughter, Prasiddi.
Arun Paudel, 47, had worked as a police officer in Nepal before being introduced into the religion by 

his brother. He studied the religion for years at a South Korean university before becoming a minister in 
2009. He then returned to Nepal and established a school in the Lumbini province in 2013 where children 
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received English, Korean and information technology instruction. Park said Paudel was returning to Nepal 
for work related to the school, called the Vishow Ekata Academy.

The Civil Aviation Authority said that 41 people have been identified. Gyan Khadka, a police spokesperson 
in the district, said the bodies would be handed over to family after officials finish post mortem reports.

The type of plane involved, the ATR 72, has been used by airlines around the world for short regional 
flights since the late 1980s. In Taiwan, two accidents involving ATR 72-500 and ATR 72-600 aircrafts in 
2014 and 2015 led to the planes being grounded for a period.

ATR identified the plane involved in Sunday’s crash as an ATR 72-500 in a tweet. According to plane 
tracking data from flightradar24.com, the aircraft was 15 years old and “equipped with an old transponder 
with unreliable data.” It was previously flown by India’s Kingfisher Airlines and Thailand’s Nok Air before 
Yeti took it over in 2019, according to records on Airfleets.net. ATR has not responded to a request for 
comment.

According to the Safety Matters Foundation’s data, there have been 42 fatal plane crashes in Nepal 
since 1946.

Sunday’s crash is the country’s deadliest since 1992, when all 167 people aboard a Pakistan International 
Airlines plane were killed when it plowed into a hill as it tried to land in Kathmandu.

The European Union has banned airlines from Nepal from flying into the 27-nation bloc since 2013, citing 
weak safety standards. In 2017, the International Civil Aviation Organization cited improvements in Nepal’s 
aviation sector, but the EU continues to demand administrative reforms.

Houston, KU stay atop Top 25 while FAU enters for 1st time
By DAVE SKRETTA AP Basketball Writer
Houston and Kansas remained firmly atop The Associated Press men’s college basketball poll Monday 

after a record weekend of Top 25 losses, while Florida Atlantic took advantage of the chaos to crack the 
ranking for the first time in school history.

Eleven teams in the Top 25 went down on Saturday, tying a record that has stood for nearly 12 years, 
while Connecticut and Marquette also lost on Sunday to give the AP poll one of its biggest shakeups in 
recent history.

The banged-up Cougars, who had to fight off South Florida to avoid their own upset loss, watched their 
advantage over the Jayhawks shrink ever so slightly, pulling in 34 of 60 first-place votes from a national 
media panel. Kansas received 23 votes to remain second while Purdue picked up the remaining three to 
stay third.

Alabama remained at No. 4 while UCLA, riding a 13-game winning streak, climbed two spots to round 
out the top five.

“We’ve dodged a lot of bullets this year in terms of injuries and stuff. Sometimes you just got to get 
lucky,” Houston coach Kelvin Sampson said. “I thought we got lucky (against South Florida). We could’ve 
lost that game.”

Plenty of other teams weren’t so fortunate.
Tennessee fell four spots to No. 9 after losing to unranked Kentucky; UConn dropped from sixth to No. 

15 after falling to Marquette and St. John’s, giving the Huskies four losses in their last five games; Arizona 
fell two to No. 11 after losing to Oregon and Kansas State fell two to No. 13 after losing to TCU; Arkan-
sas plummeted 10 spots to No. 25 after losses to Alabama and Vanderbilt; and Missouri and Wisconsin 
dropped out altogether after each lost twice last week.

Kansas may have had the most impressive week, beating Oklahoma on Tuesday before squeaking by 
Iowa State 62-60 on Saturday — though the Cyclones were notable enough in defeat that they actually 
climbed two spots to No. 12 in the poll.

“We can play better, but it was a great week,” Jayhawks coach Bill Self said. “I don’t mean to say this in 
a way that comes off wrong, but people would get fired up to play against Kansas because of time, and 
then you add a national championship onto it, I mean, it’s a big game for folks. Big games for us, too. So 
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sometimes I think we look at it like, ‘Well, we should be doing this better,’ which is true in some cases, 
but sometimes we’re getting some pretty good efforts from other opponents.

“So being able to win those games,” Self said, “I think, is a mark of a pretty decent team.”
Gonzaga climbed to sixth in the poll Monday and was followed by Texas, Xavier, Tennessee and Virginia. 

Arizona was 11th, with the Cyclones ahead of Big 12 rivals Kansas State and TCU. UConn, Auburn, Miami, 
Charleston, Clemson and Marquette made the top 20. The final five were Baylor, Providence, Rutgers, 
FAU and Arkansas.

FAU, which has just one NCAA Tournament appearance in three decades of Division I hoops, continued 
its rise under Dusty May, a onetime student manager for Bob Knight who also worked for Mike White at 
Florida.

“This group is very poised,” May said of his Owls, who have won 15 straight after an early loss to Ole 
Miss. “Even when there’s friction, they stay together and love each other and support each other. That’s 
a sign of a really good team.”

RISING AND FALLING
Xavier climbed four spots to No. 8 after pushing its winning streak to 11 games, Charleston also moved 

up four to No. 18 on the heels of its 17-game winning streak, while Marquette moved up five spots despite 
its close loss to the Musketeers.

Arkansas took the biggest tumble, falling 10 spots to No. 25, while UConn dropped nine to No. 15.
IN AND OUT
Clemson debuted at No. 19 after coach Brad Brownell picked up his 400th victory and the Tigers improved 

on the best start in ACC play in school history (7-0) with a 72-64 win over Duke on Saturday. Baylor, Rutgers 
and FAU also entered the poll at the expense of San Diego State, Wisconsin, Missouri and the Blue Devils.

“If you’re going to be good, you need to have a superpower,” Brownell said. “Maybe it’s defense, shoot-
ing, rebounding — you know, hopefully it’s multiple things to be really good. I think our superpower is 
our camaraderie. The unity, the genuine care and love for one another, is clearly evident. I think that’s 
why we’re winning.”

WAITING IN THE WINGS
North Carolina State and Saint Mary’s are the first teams to land outside the Top 25, while North Carolina 

State went from receiving no votes a week ago to nearly making the poll after wins over Virginia Tech 
and Miami.

Jill Biden’s skin cancer could fuel advocacy in cancer fight
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jill Biden’ s advocacy for curing cancer didn’t start with her son’s death in 2015 

from brain cancer. It began decades earlier, long before she came into the national spotlight, and could 
now be further energized by her own brush with a common form of skin cancer.

The first lady often says the worst three words anyone will ever hear are, “You have cancer.” She heard 
a version of that phrase for herself this past week.

A lesion that doctors had found above her right eye during a routine screening late last year was re-
moved on Wednesday and confirmed to be basal cell carcinoma — a highly treatable form of skin cancer. 
While Biden was being prepped to remove the lesion, doctors found and removed another one from the 
left side of her chest, also confirmed to be basal cell carcinoma. A third lesion from her left eyelid was 
being examined.

While it’s too early to know when and how Biden might address her situation publicly, her experience 
could inject new purpose into what has become part of her life’s work highlighting research into curing 
cancer and urging people to get regular screenings.

Personal experiences can add potency to a public figure’s advocacy.
“Nothing like ‘I’ve been there, done that’ and being personally involved,” said Myra Gutin, a first lady 

scholar at Rider University.
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Biden’s spokesperson, Vanessa Valdivia, said “the first lady’s fight against cancer has always been per-

sonal. She knows that cancer touches us all.”
Biden’s advocacy dates to 1993, when four girlfriends were diagnosed with breast cancer, including her 

pal Winnie, who succumbed to the disease. She said last year in a speech that “Winnie inspired me to 
take up the cause of prevention and education.”

That experience led her to create the Biden Breast Health Initiative, one of the first breast health pro-
grams in the United States, to teach 16-to 18-year-old girls about caring for their breasts. Biden was among 
staffers who went into Delaware’s high schools to conduct lectures and demonstrations.

Her mother, Bonny Jean Jacobs, and father, Donald Jacobs, died of cancer, in 2008 and 1999, respec-
tively. A few years ago, one of her four sisters needed an auto-stem cell transplant to treat her cancer.

In May 2015, Beau Biden, President Joe Biden’s son with his late first wife, died of a rare and aggressive 
brain cancer, leaving behind a wife and two young kids. Joe Biden was vice president at the time and the 
blow from Beau’s loss led him to decide against running for president in 2016. Jill Biden, who had helped 
raise Beau from a young age after she married his dad, was convinced he would survive the disease and 
later described feeling “blinded by the darkness” when he died.

After their son’s death, the Bidens helped push for a national commitment to “end cancer as we know 
it.” Then-President Barack Obama — Biden’s boss — put the vice president in charge of what the White 
House named the Cancer Moonshot.

The Bidens resurrected the initiative after Joe Biden became president and added a new goal of cutting 
cancer death rates by at least 50% over the next 25 years, and improving the experience of living with 
and surviving cancer for patients and their families.

“We’re ensuring that all of our government is ready to get to work,” Jill Biden said at the relaunch an-
nouncement at the White House last February. “We’re going to break down the walls that hold research 
back. We’re going to bring the best of our nation together — patients, survivors, caregivers, researchers, 
doctors, and advocates — all of you — so that we can get this done.”

In the years between Biden serving as vice president and running for president, the Bidens headed up 
the Biden Cancer Initiative, a charity.

Jill Biden, 71, has been using her first lady platform to highlight research into a cancer cure, along with 
other issues she has long championed, including education and military families.

Her first trip outside of Washington after the January 2021 inauguration was to Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s Massey Cancer Center in Richmond to call for an end to disparities in health care that she said 
have hurt communities of color.

She has toured cancer centers, including those for children, in New York City, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Costa Rica, San Francisco and Florida, among others. She joined the Philadelphia Eagles and Phillies — 
two of her favorite professional sports teams — for events, including during the World Series, to highlight 
efforts to fight cancer through early detection and to honor patients.

For Breast Cancer Awareness Month last October, Jill Biden hosted a White House event with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and singer Mary J. Blige, who became an advocate for cancer screening after losing 
aunts and other relatives to various forms of cancer.

The first lady also partnered with the Lifetime cable channel to encourage women to get mammograms. 
A Democrat, she gave an interview last year to Newsmax, the conservative cable news channel, to discuss 
the federal investment in accelerating the cancer fight.

She regularly encourages audiences to schedule cancer screening appointments they skipped during the 
pandemic out of fear of visiting doctor’s offices.

Asked on Friday how the first lady was doing, the president flashed a thumbs-up to reporters.
Basal cell carcinoma, for which the first lady was treated with the procedure known as Mohs surgery, 

is the most common type of skin cancer, but also the most curable form. It’s considered highly treatable, 
especially when caught early. It is a slow-growing cancer that doesn’t usually spread and seldom causes 
serious complications or becomes life-threatening.
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The Skin Cancer Foundation says the delicate skin around the eyes is especially vulnerable to damage 

from the sun’s ultraviolet rays, which makes basal cell carcinoma on and around the eyelids particularly 
common.

Economic woes, war, climate change on tap for Davos meeting
By JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press
DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) — The World Economic Forum is back with its first winter meetup since 2020 in 

the Swiss Alpine town of Davos, where leaders are seeking to bridge political divisions in a polarized world, 
buttress a hobbling economy and address concerns about a climate change — among many other things.

Sessions will take up issues as diverse as the future of fertilizers, the role of sports in society, the state 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and much more. Nearly 600 CEOs and more than 50 heads of state or govern-
ment are expected, but it’s never clear how much concrete action emerges from the elite event.

Here’s what to watch as the four-day talkfest and related deal-making get underway in earnest Tuesday:
WHO’S COMING?
Back in the snows for the first time since the pandemic and just eight months after a springtime 2022 

session, the event will host notables like European Union Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, U.S. 
climate envoy John Kerry, and the new presidents of South Korea, Colombia and the Philippines.

Chinese Vice Premier Liu He addresses the gathering Tuesday, a day before his first meeting with his 
U.S. counterpart, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, in Zurich. Yellen will skip Davos.

Who else is missing? U.S. President Joe Biden, Chinese President Xi Jinping, British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, of course: Envoys from his country has been shunned because of his 
war in Ukraine.

Ukrainian first lady Olena Zelenska was on her way to Davos and will speak Tuesday, while her husband, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, will give a remote address Wednesday and other officials from Ukraine 
are appearing on panels.

Outside the main convention center, a themed venue known as Ukraine House is hosting a concert, 
photo exhibits, seminars, cocktail events and other meetings this week to drum up support for Ukraine’s 
efforts to drive out Russian forces.

ECONOMIC FOCUS
The slowdown in the global economy will be a major theme at Davos, with officials ranging from In-

ternational Monetary Fund Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva and European Central Bank President 
Christine Lagarde speaking in sessions.

Inflation soared as the world reopened from the pandemic and Russia invaded Ukraine, driving up food 
and energy prices, and though it has started to slow in major economies like the U.S. and those in Europe, 
inflation is still painfully high.

Georgieva said in an IMF blog post Monday that divides between nations — the theme at Davos this year 
is “Cooperation in a Fragmented World” — are putting the global economy at risk by leaving “everyone 
poorer and less secure.”

Georgieva urged strengthening trade, helping vulnerable countries deal with debt and ramping up climate 
action.

PRIORITIZING CLIMATE
A major climate theme emerging from the forum’s panel sessions is the energy transition from fossil 

fuels to clean energy. Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore will be talking about decarbonization, efforts to 
build clean energy infrastructure and ensure an equitable transition.

It follows a strong year for the energy transition: Many countries passed incentives for renewable energy 
in 2022.

One hot topic on the agenda — harnessing nuclear fusion — focuses on science that offers immense 
potential but is many decades away from a commercial rollout that could feed the world’s skyrocketing 
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thirst for energy.

Sessions on issues like adaptation to climate change and panels on deforestation, biodiversity and the 
future of environmental protection will give a greener hue to the gathering.

CRITICAL VOICES
The elite gathering is regularly skewered by critics who argue that attendees are too out-of-touch or 

profit- or power-minded to address the needs of common people and the planet.
Throughout the week, critics and activists will be waiting outside the Davos conference center to try to 

hold decision-makers and business leaders to account.
It started Sunday, when dozens of climate activists — some with clown makeup — braved snowfall to 

wave banners and chant slogans at the end of the Davos Promenade, a thoroughfare now lined with 
storefront logos of corporate titans like Accenture, Microsoft, Salesforce, Meta, as well as country “houses” 
that promote national interests.

Greenpeace International also blasted use of corporate jets that ferry in bigwigs, saying such carbon-
spewing transportation smacks of hypocrisy for an event touting its push for a greener world. It said over 
1,000 private-jet flights arrived and departed airports serving Davos in May.

Forum President Borge Brende acknowledged Sunday that some government leaders and CEOs fly in 
that way.

“I think what is more important than that is to make sure we have agreements on how we, overall, move 
and push the envelope when it comes to the green agenda,” he said.

Italian film legend Gina Lollobrigida dies at age 95
By FRANCES D’EMILIO Associated Press
ROME (AP) — Italian film legend Gina Lollobrigida, who achieved international stardom during the 1950s 

and was dubbed “the most beautiful woman in the world” after the title of one of her movies, died in 
Rome on Monday, her agent said. She was 95.

The agent, Paola Comin, didn’t provide details. Lollobrigida had surgery in September to repair a thigh 
bone broken in a fall. She returned home and said she had quickly resumed walking.

A drawn portrait of the diva graced a 1954 cover of Time magazine, which likened her to a “goddess” in 
an article about Italian movie-making. More than a half-century later, Lollobrigida still turned heads with 
her brown, curly hair and statuesque figure, and preferred to be called an actress instead of the gender-
neutral term actor.

“Lollo,” as she was lovingly nicknamed by Italians, began making movies in Italy just after the end of 
World War II, as the country began to promote on the big screen a stereotypical concept of Mediterranean 
beauty as buxom and brunette.

Besides “The World’s Most Beautiful Woman” in 1955, career highlights included Golden Globe-winner 
“Come September,” with Rock Hudson; “Trapeze;” “Beat the Devil,” a 1953 John Huston film starring 
Humphrey Bogart and Jennifer Jones; and “Buona Sera, Mrs. Campbell,” which won Lollobrigida Italy’s 
top movie award, a David di Donatello, as best actress in 1969.

In Italy, she worked with some of the country’s top directors following the war, including Mario Monicelli, 
Luigi Comencini, Pietro Germi and Vittorio De Sica.

Two of her more popular films at home were Comencini’s “Pane Amore e Fantasia” (“Bread, Love and 
Dreams”) in 1953, and the sequel a year later, “Pane Amore e Gelosia” (“Bread, Love and Jealousy”). Her 
male foil was Vittorio Gassman, one of Italy’s leading men on the screen.

Lollobrigida also was an accomplished sculptor, painter and photographer, and eventually essentially 
dropped film for the other arts. With her camera, she roamed the world from what was then the Soviet 
Union to Australia. In 1974, Fidel Castro hosted her as a guest in Cuba for 12 days as she worked on a 
photo reportage.

Lollobrigida was born on July 4, 1927 in Subiaco, a picturesque hill town near Rome, where her father 
was a furniture maker. Lollobrigida began her career in beauty contests, posing for the covers of maga-
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zines and making brief appearances in minor films. Producer Mario Costa plucked her from the streets of 
Rome to appear on the big screen.

Eccentric mogul Howard Hughes eventually brought Lollobrigida to the United States, where she performed 
with some of Hollywood’s leading men of the 1950s and 60s, including Frank Sinatra, Sean Connery, Burt 
Lancaster, Tony Curtis and Yul Brynner.

Over the years, her co-stars also included Europe’s most dashing male stars of the era, among them 
Louis Jourdan, Fernando Rey, Jean-Paul Belmondo, Jean-Louis Trintignant and Alec Guinness.

While Lollobrigida played some dramatic roles, her sex symbol image defined her career, and her most 
popular characters were in lighthearted comedies such as the “Bread, Love” trilogy.

With lush eyelashes and thick, brown curls framing her face, Lollobrigida started a hairstyle rage in the 
1950s known as the “poodle cut.” Gossip columnists commented on alleged rivalries between her and 
Sophia Loren, another Italian film star celebrated for her beauty,

In middle age, Lollobrigida’s romance with a man 34 years her junior, Javier Rigau, from Barcelona, 
Spain, kept gossip pages buzzing for years.

“I have always had a weakness for younger men because they are generous and have no complexes,” 
the actress told Spain’s “Hola” magazine. After more than 20 years of dating, in 2006, the then-79-year-old 
Lollobrigida announced that she would marry Rigau, but the wedding never happened.

Her first marriage, to Milko Skofic, a Yugoslavia-born doctor, ended in divorce in 1971.
In the last years of her life, Lollobrigida’s name more frequently appeared in articles by journalists cover-

ing Rome’s courts, not the glamour scene, as legal battles were waged over whether she had the mental 
competence to tend to her finances.

On her website, Lollobrigida recalled how her family lost its house during the bombings of World War II 
and went to live in Rome. She studied sculpture and painting at a high school dedicated to the arts, while 
her two sisters worked as movie theater ushers to allow her to continue her studies.

House GOP demands visitor logs in Biden classified docs case
By HOPE YEN and AAMER MADHANI Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Newly empowered House Republicans on Sunday demanded the White House 

turn over all information related to its searches that have uncovered classified documents at President Joe 
Biden’s home and former office in the wake of more records found at his Delaware residence.

“We have a lot of questions,” said Rep. James Comer, chairman of the House Oversight and Account-
ability Committee.

Comer, R-Ky., said he wants to see all documents and communications related to the searches by the 
Biden team, as well as visitor logs of the president’s home in Wilmington, Delaware, from Jan. 20, 2021, 
to present. He said the aim is to determine who might have had access to classified material and how 
the records got there.

The White House on Saturday said it had discovered five additional pages of classified documents at 
Biden’s home on Thursday, the same day a special counsel was appointed to review the matter.

In a letter Sunday to White House chief of staff Ron Klain, Comer criticized the searches by Biden rep-
resentatives when the Justice Department was beginning to investigate and said Biden’s “mishandling of 
classified materials raises the issue of whether he has jeopardized our national security.” Comer demanded 
that the White House provide all relevant information including visitor logs by the end of the month.

Appearing on CNN’s “State of the Union,” Comer referred to Biden’s home as a “crime scene” though 
he acknowledged that it was not clear whether laws were broken.

“My concern is that the special counsel was called for, but yet hours after that we still had the president’s 
personal attorneys, who have no security clearance, still rummaging around the president’s residence, 
looking for things — I mean that would essentially be a crime scene, so to speak,” Comer said.

While the U.S. Secret Service provides security at the president’s private residence, it does not maintain 
visitor logs, agency spokesman Anthony Guglielmi said Sunday.
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“We don’t independently maintain our own visitor logs because it’s a private residence,” Guglielmi said. 

He added that the agency does screen visitors to the president’s properties but doesn’t maintain records 
of those checks.

The White House confirmed that Biden has not independently maintained records of who has visited his 
residence since he became president.

“Like every President in decades of modern history, his personal residence is personal,” White House 
spokesman Ian Sams said. “But upon taking office, President Biden restored the norm and tradition of 
keeping White House visitors logs, including publishing them regularly, after the previous administration 
ended them.”

Indeed, President Donald Trump’s administration announced early in his presidency that they wouldn’t 
release visitor logs out of “grave national security risks and privacy concerns of the hundreds of thousands 
of visitors annually.” Democrat Barack Obama’s administration initially fought attempts by Congress and 
conservative and liberal groups to obtain visitor records. But after being sued, it voluntarily began disclos-
ing the logs in December 2009, posting records every three to four months.

A federal appeals court ruled in 2013 that the logs can be withheld under presidential executive privilege. 
That unanimous ruling was written by Judge Merrick Garland, who is now serving as Biden’s attorney general.

Asked about Comer’s request for logs and communications regarding the search for documents, Sams 
responded: “I would simply refer you to what Congressman Comer himself told CNN this morning: ‘At the 
end of the day, my biggest concern isn’t the classified documents to be honest with you.’ That says it all.”

In that CNN interview, Comer had added that House Republicans did not trust the Justice Department 
to give the matter of Biden’s classified documents an appropriate level of scrutiny. The House Judiciary 
Committee on Friday requested that Garland turn over information related to the discovery of documents 
and Garland’s appointment of special counsel Richard Hur to oversee the investigation.

White House officials “can say they’re being transparent, but it’s anything but,” the committee chairman, 
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, told Fox News Channel’s “Sunday Morning Futures.”

White House lawyer Richard Sauber said in a statement Saturday that a total of six pages of classified 
documents were found from Biden’s time serving as vice president in the Obama administration during a 
search of Biden’s private library. The White House had said previously that only a single page was found 
there.

The latest disclosure was in addition to the discovery of documents found in December in Biden’s garage 
and in November at his former offices at the Penn Biden Center in Washington.

Sauber said that Biden’s personal lawyers, who did not have security clearances, stopped their search 
after finding the first page on Wednesday evening. Sauber found the remaining material Thursday, as he 
was facilitating their retrieval by Justice Department. Sauber did not explain why the White House waited 
two days to provide an updated accounting. The White House is already facing scrutiny for waiting more 
than two months to acknowledge the discovery of the initial group of documents at the Biden office.

Rep. Jamie Raskin of Maryland, the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Accountability Commit-
tee, said the Justice Department rightfully appointed special counsels to “get to the bottom” of the Biden 
classified documents matter as well as in a separate investigation into the mishandling of classified docu-
ments at former President Donald Trump’s private club and residence in Florida.

But Raskin also stressed key differences between the two cases, including that Biden’s team readily handed 
over documents to the National Archives compared with Trump’s repeated resistance to such requests.

“We should keep a sense of proportion and measure about what we’re talking about,” Raskin told CNN.
Asked Sunday if his oversight committee would investigate Trump’s handling of classified documents as 

well, Comer demurred.
“There have been so many investigations of President Trump, I don’t feel like we need to spend a whole 

lot of time investigating President Trump, because the Democrats have done that for the past six years,” 
he said.
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Elon Musk’s next drama: a trial over his tweets about Tesla

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE AP Technology Writer
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — While still grappling with the fallout from a company he did take private, be-

leaguered billionaire Elon Musk is now facing a trial over a company he didn’t.
Long before Musk purchased Twitter for $44 billion in October, he had set his sights on Tesla, the electric 

automaker where he continues to serve as CEO and from which he derives most of his wealth and fame.
Musk claimed in a August 7, 2018 tweet that he had lined up the financing to pay for a $72 billion buyout 

of Tesla, which he then amplified with a follow-up statement that made a deal seem imminent.
But the buyout never materialized and now Musk will have to explain his actions under oath in a federal 

court in San Francisco. The trial, which begins on Tuesday with jury selection, was triggered by a class-
action lawsuit on behalf of investors who owned Tesla stock for a 10-day period in August 2018.

Musk’s tweets back then fueled a rally in Tesla’s stock price that abruptly ended a week later, after it 
became apparent that he didn’t have the funding for a buyout after all. That resulted in him scrapping his 
plan to take the automaker private, culminating in a $40 million settlement with U.S. securities regulators 
that also required him to step down as the company’s chairman.

Musk has since contended he entered that settlement under duress and maintained he believed he had 
locked up financial backing for a Tesla buyout during meetings with representatives from Saudi Arabia’s 
Public Investment Fund.

The trial’s outcome may hinge on the jury’s interpretation of Musk’s motive for tweets that U.S. District 
Judge Edward Chen has already decided were a falsehood.

Chen dealt Musk another setback on Friday, when he rejected Musk’s bid to transfer the trial to a federal 
court in Texas, where Tesla moves its headquarters in 2021. Musk had argued that negative coverage of 
his Twitter purchase had poisoned the jury pool in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Musk’s leadership of Twitter — where he has gutted the staff and alienated users and advertisers — 
has proven unpopular among Tesla’s current stockholders, who are worried he has been devoting less 
time steering the automaker at a time of intensifying competition. Those concerns contributed to a 65% 
percent decline in Tesla’s stock last year that wiped out more than $700 billion in shareholder wealth — 
far more than the $14 billion swing in fortune that occurred between the company’s high and low stock 
prices during the Aug. 7-17, 2018 period covered in the class-action lawsuit.

The lawsuit is based on the premise that Tesla’s shares wouldn’t have traded at such a wide range if Musk 
hadn’t dangled the prospect of buying the company for $420 per share. Tesla’s stock has split twice since 
then, making that $420 price worth $28 on adjusted basis now. The shares closed last week at $122.40, 
down from its November 2021 split-adjusted peak of $414.50.

After Musk dropped the idea of a Tesla buyout, the company overcame a production problem, resulting 
in a rapid upturn in car sales that caused its stock to soar and minted Musk as the world’s richest person 
until he bought Twitter. Musk dropped from the top spot on the wealth list after the stock market’s back-
lash to his handling of Twitter.

The trial is likely to provide insights into Musk’s management style, given the witness list includes some 
of Tesla’s current and former top executives and board members, including luminaries such as Larry El-
lison, Oracle co-founder, as well as James Murdoch, the son of media mogul Rupert Murdoch. The drama 
also may shed light on Musk’s relationship with his brother, Kimbal, who is also on the list of potential 
witnesses who may be called during a trial scheduled to continue through Feb. 1.

Arizona dad seeking answers after son dies in state care
By FELICIA FONSECA Associated Press
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — Richard Blodgett, a single father, was jailed on a drug charge when a worker 

from Arizona’s child welfare agency delivered the news: His son was brain dead and on life support — just 
days after being taken into state custody.

Blodgett screamed, cried and screamed some more. Jakob was his only son, a “darn cute,” curious 
9-year-old who loved remote control cars and video games.
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Blodgett is now struggling to understand how it happened.
A medical examiner listed Jakob’s death in late December as natural with complications from diabetes, 

a condition he was diagnosed with as a toddler. Specifically, Type 1 diabetes, which means his body was 
unable to produce enough insulin to survive.

Blodgett said he suspects the Arizona Department of Child Safety failed in its duty to protect his son, 
either by not monitoring his blood sugar levels or not ensuring that Jakob had enough insulin to prevent 
a serious, life-threatening complication known as ketoacidosis.

“They couldn’t keep him alive for two weeks, two weeks,” the father told The Associated Press while on 
a recent furlough from jail. “That’s absolutely insane. That was my pride and joy. I’m lost. I’m completely 
lost. My family is completely lost.”

The Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office is investigating Jakob’s death. The office declined a request for an 
interview with Sheriff Paul Penzone, citing the ongoing investigation.

The Department of Child Safety also declined to comment specifically on the case, citing confidentiality 
laws. But spokesperson Darren DaRonco said, in general, that foster parents are required to receive train-
ing from a medical provider before taking in a child with any medical condition.

DaRonco did not respond to further inquiries, including whether Jakob’s insulin pump was removed and 
if the boy’s regular doctor was consulted about his care — questions raised by Blodgett and his mother, 
Cheryl Doenges. They said Jakob could not manage the insulin on his own.

In the fiscal year that ended last June, about 26 children died while in the agency’s custody, including 
from overdoses, medical conditions, natural and still undetermined causes. In the previous fiscal year, that 
number was 14. The figures amount to a fatality rate of about 97 per 100,000 children during that period, 
the most recent for which data is available.

That rate is higher than overall deaths of children in Arizona. Nationally, about 55 children died per 100,000 
children in the general population of all causes in 2020 — similar to Arizona’s number.

Karin Kline, director of child welfare initiatives at the Family Involvement Center in Phoenix, said the 
death of a child is a concern, especially if it happens under the custody of the state.

“Rest assured, somebody is going to look into it if there’s an inkling that the death was a result of neg-
ligence or abuse,” she said.

Jakob and his father had been living at a motel when Blodgett was arrested in December. Blodgett, who 
already had a drug case pending and has spent time in prison, said was operating a backhoe much of 
the day and pulled over at a gas station to take a nap. The report from the Show Low Police Department 
corroborated as much, but officers wrote that they suspected Blodgett nodded off as a result of drug use.

Authorities ultimately found more than 4,000 fentanyl pills in Blodgett’s possession, according to the 
report. Blodgett was booked into jail in Holbrook and charged with one count of drug possession, Navajo 
County Superior Court documents show.

Blodgett told the AP he had been using fentanyl for pain management after he dropped 300 pounds 
with weight loss surgery.

“I wasn’t getting high. I wasn’t abusing them. I was using them to be able to work and provide for my 
son,” Blodgett said. “Unfortunately, they are illegal. I can’t get around that. But they were stronger than 
my meds, and they were working.”

Jakob was alone in the motel room when an officer picked him up and alerted the Department of Child 
Safety, according to the police report. Blodgett said someone at the motel always checked on his son, 
whom he called as police confronted him.

He told Jakob he got into trouble, and the boy asked if his father was going to be OK, Blodgett said. The 
two often traveled together in vast expanses of Arizona — taking selfies, stopping at gas stations to get 
snacks and playing with Nerf guns.

“The last time I got to see my son, he was already dead,” Blodgett said.
Doenges couldn’t make the trip to see Jakob at the hospital from Washington state where she lives 

because of bad weather. But she asked a friend in Arizona to sit with Jakob, pray with him and play music 
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for him so he wasn’t alone — even if he didn’t know she was there.

Furloughed from jail, Blodgett arranged for a ride to Phoenix, more than three hours away, to see his 
son unresponsive in a hospital bed. Hospital staff had placed a teddy bear next to the boy and a heart-
shaped pendant — Blodgett kept one half and the other half will be cremated with Jakob, Doenges said.

Blodgett took pictures, hugged and kissed his son and talked to him. The hospital had a memorial for 
Jakob on Dec. 26 — the day some of his organs were harvested and later donated with Blodgett’s bless-
ing, along with a moment of silence.

Before the year ended, Blodgett was back in jail.
Doenges said her son will have to find a way to piece his life back together.
“My suggestion to him is to live a really good life in memory of Jakob and do something positive,” she 

said. “He probably didn’t even hear me, he’s so full of grief.”

In India, deity decorating a calling for Hindu temple artist
By DEEPA BHARATH Associated Press
CHENNAI, India (AP) — The former computer professional — now a very specialized type of artist — 

locked his gaze on the deity before him.
On a recent afternoon, 33-year-old S. Goutham was perched on a ladder at the altar of the goddess 

Durga at the Anantha Padmanabha Swamy Temple in Chennai, India. Goutham — his hand moving steadily 
— was pleating a green silk sari to adorn the deity.

“You cannot get tense when you are doing this work,” he says. “You can’t do this if you are not patient. 
You need to become one with her.”

A computer science graduate, Goutham quit his job nearly a decade ago to pursue his calling. He has 
since followed in the footsteps of his ancestors as a fifth-generation decorator of temple deities.

In Hindu temples, idols are mostly made of materials such as black granite, white marble or five-metal 
alloys that have sacred significance. These deities are worshipped as physical, tangible representations of 
god (Brahman) who is believed to be infinite, omnipresent and beyond comprehension. Worship in a Hindu 
temple includes bathing these deities in milk, decorating them with colorful clothes, flowers, perfumes 
such as sandalwood, jewelry, and even weapons such as swords, clubs and tridents. Oil lamps are lit at 
the altar, and sacred chants and foods are offered to the gods.

Decorating the deities is a millennia-old practice that is described in the Hindu epic Ramayana, and 
Goutham has been learning the art since he was a toddler. He crafted his first formal decoration when he 
was 13 — at the very altar where he stood 20 years later on a day in November.

He has done thousands of decorations, ranging from relatively simple ones that take an hour or two to 
complete, to others that are more complex and take several days.

Goutham said he became interested in decorating deities as a child because of his father.
“When you are little, your father is your hero,” he said. “I wanted to be just like him.”
The first lesson Goutham got from his dad was about the weapons each god would hold. He heard 

stories about the power of each weapon and how gods would wield them.
“The personality of the deity and the story of the god or goddess could change depending on their 

weapons, the clothes they wear, the expression on their face or the position in which they are sitting or 
standing,” he said.

When he sets out to decorate a deity, Goutham says he has a concept of what to do, but doesn’t start 
out with a sketch. He goes step by step — placing the deity’s hands, feet and weapons. Then, he moves 
on to the clothes and jewelry. Gradually, the god’s form manifests.

There are rules about the types of materials that can be used on deities.
“The human body is made up of earth, water, fire, air and space, and everything you see naturally 

occurring on Earth is made of these elements,” Goutham said. “To show this, we decorate deities using 
things that occur in nature and are a representation of these elements, like copper, cloth, coconut fibers 
and so on.”
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He says decorating a deity combines elements from art, dance and yoga, in terms of the hand gestures 

and postures the deities assume. Man-made materials such as plastic are prohibited. Goutham says he 
uses little pins to hold fabric together, but makes sure the pins don’t directly touch the idol.

He sources the deities’ arms and legs, mostly made from copper or brass, as well as the weapons and 
jewelry, from artisans.

He has also created an app and website for those who wish to learn more about this art and dreams of 
establishing an institution to train artists who can maintain the sacred tradition. While most deity decora-
tors are men, he sees no reason why women cannot learn and practice it.

“Everyone is equal under god,” he said.
Storytelling is an important part of what he does. One of his favorite installations depicts the friendship 

between Lord Krishna, an incarnation of Vishnu, and Kuchela.
“It shows Krishna washing the feet of Kuchela, a poor man, conveying the message that humility is a 

virtue — whether you are a human being or god,” Goutham said.
The term “idol worship” may have negative connotations in some faiths. But for Hindus, deities -- which 

are kept in temples, homes, shops and offices -- serve as focal points “for to us channel our devotions, 
our actions and serve as a reminder of all the positive values that are associated with those deities,” said 
Suhag Shukla, executive director of the Hindu American Foundation.

Shukla says this form of worship is a way for her to connect with her ancestors.
“As a second-generation Hindu American, I didn’t grow up with all these things around me where I could 

absorb through osmosis,” she said. “But just knowing that I’m part of a tradition that has been passed 
down from generation to generation is personally powerful for me.”

In U.S. Hindu temples, community members come together to help create the costumes for the deities, 
and it is an act of devotion, Shukla said.

“No one has to sit there and embroider a skirt or sari for a goddess, but they do it as a display of love,” 
she said. “It’s humbling and empowering.”

Goutham says he doesn’t view his job as a vocation.
“You can call it service because it brings pure joy to so many and plays a role in our spiritual awakening,” 

he said. “But in my view, it’s much more than that. It has the power to transform people.”
Goutham has decorated deities in temples abroad as he has in tiny Indian villages and little-known 

temples. He remembers stopping once at a village tea shop and hearing the locals praise his decoration 
of their temple deity.

“It really warmed my heart,” he said.
As Goutham placed a crown and garland on the deity at the temple in Chennai, neighbor Sucharithra 

Surendrababu watched awestruck, snapping images of the decorated goddess on her cell phone.
“I love seeing mother Durga whether or not she is decorated,” she said. “But, when I do see her all 

decked up and looking gorgeous, it makes me so happy. It’s uplifting and empowering.”
There are some decorations which bring tears even to the artist’s eyes.
“It’s not just something that is pretty to look at,” Goutham said. “It’s about love and faith. When you 

touch the deities, clothe them and decorate them, you think of them as your friends or parents. You need 
skill and vision to do this. But above all, it takes heart.”

Today in History: JAN 17, the Great Brink’s Robbery happens
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Tuesday, Jan. 17, the 17th day of 2023. There are 348 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 17, 1961, President Dwight D. Eisenhower delivered his farewell address in which he warned 

against “the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial 
complex.”
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On this date:
In 1917, Denmark ceded the Virgin Islands to the United States for $25 million.
In 1944, during World War II, Allied forces launched the first of four battles for Monte Cassino in Italy; 

the Allies were ultimately successful.
In 1950, the Great Brink’s Robbery took place as seven masked men held up a Brink’s garage in Boston, 

stealing $1.2 million in cash and $1.5 million in checks and money orders. (Although the entire gang was 
caught, only part of the loot was recovered.)

In 1955, the submarine USS Nautilus made its first nuclear-powered test run from its berth in Groton 
(GRAH’-tuhn), Connecticut.

In 1966, the Simon & Garfunkel album “Sounds of Silence” was released by Columbia Records.
In 1977, convicted murderer Gary Gilmore, 36, was shot by a firing squad at Utah State Prison in the 

first U.S. execution in a decade.
In 1994, the 6.7 magnitude Northridge earthquake struck Southern California, killing at least 60 people, 

according to the U.S. Geological Survey.
In 1995, more than 6,000 people were killed when an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.2 devastated 

the city of Kobe (koh-bay), Japan.
In 2016, Iran released three Americans, former U.S. Marine Amir Hekmati, Washington Post reporter 

Jason Rezaian and pastor Saeed Abedini, as part of a prisoner swap that also netted Tehran some $100 
billion in sanctions relief.

In 2020, U.S. health officials announced that they would begin screening airline passengers from central 
China for the new coronavirus; people traveling from Wuhan, China, would have their temperature checked 
and be asked about symptoms.

Ten years ago: Algerian helicopters and special forces stormed a gas plant in the stony plains of the 
Sahara to wipe out Islamist militants and free hostages from at least 10 countries. Nearly all the militants 
were killed; at least 40 hostages died in the standoff. Oprah Winfrey’s OWN network broadcast the first 
of a two-part interview with Lance Armstrong, in which the disgraced cyclist told Winfrey he had started 
doping in the mid-1990s.

Five years ago: Snow, ice and record-breaking cold closed runways, highways, schools and government 
offices across the South; at least 15 people died. A broad rally propelled the Dow Jones industrial average 
to close above 26,000 points for the first time. The rival Koreas agreed to form their first unified Olympic 
team and have their athletes parade together for the first time in 11 years during the opening ceremony 
of the upcoming Winter Olympics in South Korea.

One year ago: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov angrily rejected U.S. allegations that Moscow 
was preparing a pretext to invade Ukraine, as Russian troops who were stationed near Ukraine’s border 
launched more drills. Organizers of the Winter Olympics in Beijing said they would offer event tickets only 
to “selected” spectators because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Today’s birthdays:
Former FCC chairman Newton N. Minow is 97. Actor James Earl Jones is 92. Talk show host Maury Povich 

is 84. Pop singer Chris Montez is 81. Actor Joanna David is 76. Actor Jane Elliot (“General Hospital”) is 76. 
Rock musician Mick Taylor is 75. Singer Steve Earle is 68. Singer Paul Young is 67. Actor-comedian Steve 
Harvey is 66. Singer Susanna Hoffs (The Bangles) is 64. Movie director-screenwriter Brian Helgeland is 62. 
Actor-comedian Jim Carrey is 61. Actor Denis O’Hare is 61. Former first lady Michelle Obama is 59. Actor 
Joshua Malina is 57. Singer Shabba Ranks is 57. Actor Naveen Andrews is 54. Electronic music DJ Tiesto 
is 54. Rapper Kid Rock is 52. Actor Freddy Rodriguez is 48. Actor-writer Leigh Whannell is 46. Actor-singer 
Zooey Deschanel is 43. Dancer Maksim Chmerkovskiy (TV: “Dancing with the Stars”) is 43. Singer Ray 
J is 42. Actor Diogo Morgado is 42. Country singer Amanda Wilkinson is 41. Former NBA player Dwyane 
Wade is 41. Actor Ryan Gage is 40. DJ-singer Calvin Harris is 39. Folk-rock musician Jeremiah Fraites is 37. 
Actor Jonathan Keltz is 35. Actor Kelly Marie Tran (Film: “Star Wars: The Last Jedi”) is 34. Actor Kathrine 
Herzer is 26.


