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Groton Community Calendar
Wednesday, Jan. 4

Senior Menu: Chicken breast, rice pilaf, broccoli,
pineapple strawberry, ambrosia, whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Eggs and breakfast potatoes.

School Lunch: Cheese nachos.

Chamber Board Meeting, noon, at City Hall

Emmanuel: Sarah Circle, 5 p.m.; No Confirmation.

United Methodist: Community Coffee Hour, 9:30
a.m.; Confirmation, 4 p.m.

Groton CM&A: Kids’ Club, Youth Group and Adult
Bible Study begins at 7 pm

Thursday, Jan. 5

Senior Menu: Tater tot hot dish, green beans,
grape juice, apple crisp, whole wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Stuffed bagels.

School Lunch: Chicken sandwich, fries.

Girls Basketball hosts Clark/Willow Lake: C game
at 5 p.m. followed by JV and Varsity.

Emmanuel: Nigeria Circle, 2 p.m.

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

The biggest
adventure you
can take is to
live the life of
your dreams.

Oprah Winfrey

Friday, Jan. 6

Senior Menu: Ham and bean soup, egg salad
sandwich, fresh fruit, cookie.

School Breakfast: Biscuits and jelly.

School Lunch: Pizza crunchers, green beans.

Boys Basketball at Clark: C game at 5 p.m. followed
by JV and then varsity.

Middle School Wrestling at Milbank, 5 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 7

Wrestling at Garretson Invitational, 8 a.m.

Basketball hosts Sioux Falls Lutheran, Boys ]V at
1 p.m., Girls JV at 2 p.m., Boys Varsity to follow. No
Varsity girls game.

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 10 a.m.
to1l p.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 3:45-4:15 p.m.; SEAS
Mass, 4:30 p.m.

OPE"= Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum
Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460 ¢cans.

© 2023 Groton Daily Independent



Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 2 of 60

L\ DS

and Reliable

"HAPPY:NE W/EA R!

=
—

Shank you for youwr Budiness in 2022 and we are
locking Jerward le yowr conlinuing business in 2023/

KEarma Salon & Boutique
39%-HAIR ~ Downtown Groton




Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 3 of 60
Hoop teams have clean sweep over Warner

The boys varsity team jumped out to a 9-0 lead and then used turnovers to pull away from Warner with
a 67-32 win. It was the Simon-Tietz show in the first quarter as Lane Tietz made two three-pointers and
had 10 points and Cole Simon made one three-pointer for a total of nine points as the pair scored all 19
first quarter points. The Tigers led at the quarter breaks at 19-6, 41-21 and 55-25.

Three players hit double figures with Lane Tietz leading the way with 19 points, three rebounds, four
assists, four steals and made three of seven three-pointers. Jacob Zak had 16 points, four rebounds, two
assists and five steals. Cole Simon had 11 points, four rebounds, one assist and one block and he made
one three-pointer. Tate Larson had six points, five rebounds and had four assists. Ryder Johnson added
five points and had one rebound. Logan Ringgenberg had four points and one rebound. Keegan Tracy had
four points and one assist. Dillon Abeln had two points. Cade Larson had one rebound, three assists and
one steal. Taylor Diegel had one rebound, one assist and two steals. Colby Dunker and Blake Pauli each
had one rebound and Tyson Parrow had two rebounds.

The Tigers made 22 of 35 field goals for 63 percent, made five of 14 three-pointers for 35 percent, eight
of 12 free throws for 67 percent, had 24 rebounds, 16 assists, 12 steals, 12 team fouls, one block and
three turnovers.

Hunter Cramer led the Monarchs with 15 points followed by Brodey Sauerwein with seven, Drew Bake-
berg and Tanner Wolberg each had three points and Zachary Evans and Ashton Schuchardt each had two
points Warner made 11 of 32 field goals for 35 percent, five of seven free throws for 71 percent, had eight
team fouls and 23 turnovers.

The boys won the junior varsity game, 29-23. It was tied at two after the first quarter before the Tigers
took over and led at half time, 11-8, and after three quarters, 21-10. Keegan Tracy and Logan Ringgenberg
each had five points, Colby Dunker and Ryder Johnson each had four points, Braxton Imrie had three and
adding two points apiece were Blake Pauli, Gage Sippel and Taylor Diegel. Tanner Wolberg led Warner with
eight points while Drew Bakeberg had six, Josiah Baum had four, Gavin Line three and Hunter Robinson
added two points.

Groton'’s varsity girls team had a 13-point run in the first half en route to a 48-23 win. The Tigers led at
the quarter stops at 8-5, 24-8 and 31-20.

Brooke Gengerke led the Tigers with 13 points, had five rebounds, two steals and made two three-pointers.
Gracie Traphagen had 12 points, eight rebounds, one assist, one block and made two three-pointers. Sydney
Leight had nine points, three rebounds, three assists, three steals and made one three-pointer. Kennedy
Hansen had seven points, two rebounds, two steals and made one three-pointer. Brooklyn Hansen had
two points, two rebounds and one assist. Laila Roberts had two points, two rebounds and one steal. Faith
Traphagen had two points and one rebound. Jerica Locke had one point, four rebounds, two assists and
three steals. Brooklyn Hansen had one assist and Rylee Dunker had one rebound.

Groton Area made 13 of 31 two-pointers for 42 percent, six of 19 three-pointers for 32 percent, four
of 10 free throws for 40 percent, had 33 rebounds, 18 turnovers, seven assists, 13 steals, 13 team fouls
and one block.

Warner was led by Kamryn Anderson with six points followed by Kyra Marcus and Kendyl Anderson with
five ace, Ava Nilsson and Sophia Hoeft each had three points and Jordyn Jensen added one free throw.

After trailing 8-1 after the first quarter, the Tiger junior varsity team scored 18 unanswered points to
take a 19-8 lead at half time and went on for the 34-18 win. Kennedy Hansen led Groton Area w with
10 points followed by Rylee Dunker with six, Faith Traphagen, Jaedyn Penning, Elizabeth Fliehs and Talli
Wright each had four points and Brooklyn Hansen added two points.

All four games were broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM.

The varsity games were sponsored by Bary Keith at Harr Motors, Bierman Farm Service, Blocker Con-
struction, Dacotah Bank, Groton Chamber of Commerce, Groton Ford, John Sieh Agency, Locke Electric
, Spanier Harvesting & Trucking, Bahr Spray Foam, and Thunder Seed with John Wheeting. Gordon and
Dorene Nelson were the sponsors for both junior varsity games. Shane Clark provided the play-by-play
commentary for both of the girls games.

The Clark-Willow Lake Cylcones will next for the Tigers with girls hosting on Thursday and the boys
traveling to Clark on Friday. Both nights there will be a C game at 5 p.m.

- Paul Kosel



Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 4 of 60

Conde National League
Jan. 2 Team Standings: Tigers 6, Braves 6, Giants 5, Pirates 5, Cubs 1, Mets 1
Men’s High Games: Russ Bethke 210, 191, Ryan Bethke 197, Chad Furney 185
Men'’s High Series: Russ Bethke 552, Chad Furney 512, Ryan Bethke 512
Women'’s High Games: Vickie Kramp 179, 158, Michelle Johnson 166, Joyce Walter 153
Women'’s High Series: Vickie Kramp 461, Joyce Walter 442, Michelle Johnson 418

C Game Sponsors
Any one interested in
sponsoring any of these games
on GDILIVE.COM?

Girls C game with Clark on
Thursday

Boys C game with Clark on
Friday at Clark

$25 per game

Text Paul at 605-397-7460




Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 5 of 60

SOUTH DAKOTA SEARCHLIGHT

https://southdakotasearchlight.com

SDS

Climate change is pushing wildfire
smoke farther east in South Dakota

BY: SETH TUPPER - JANUARY 3, 2023 10:00 PM

South Dakotans like to brag about their clean air, and for the most part, they're right.

But that boast isn't as true as it once was, especially in the half of the state to the right of the Missouri
River on a map — a region known as East River.

Five East River cities have publicly available air quality data from the Environmental Protection Agency.
All five suffered their worst daily Air Quality Index value sometime during the last four years.

Experts say one of the culprits is wildfire smoke drifting farther east. And the cause of that is climate
change.

“Some of the communities that have historically had the cleanest air in the country are increasingly
seeing more pollution coming in, and we see a lot of that coming in the form of particle pollution impacts
from wildfires,” said Will Barrett, the American Lung Association’s national senior director of advocacy for
clean air. “So as our climate is changing, it's making it harder to keep the air clean.”

Worst air-quality days in South Dakota

The Air Quality Index is a yardstick that runs from 0 to 500. The higher the AQl value, the greater the air pollution and the
greater the health concern. This chart shows the highest daily AQI by year in selected cities.

City | Aberdeen, SD -

Hazardous

Unhealthy for sensitive groups

Source: Environmental Protection Agency « Seth Tupper/South Dakota Searchlight
Gaps indicate years for which no data is available; annual statistics for 2022 are not final until May 1, 2023
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The average global temperature has risen by about 2 degrees Fahrenheit since 1880. Heat makes forests
and grasslands drier, which leads to bigger wildfires and longer fire seasons. The average annual acreage
burned by wildfires in the United States has roughly quadrupled since the 1980s.

South Dakota’s wildfire epicenter is the forested Black Hills, where the three largest fires in the area’s
recorded history have all occurred during the 2000s. Monitoring data show that poor air-quality days in
that region’s biggest population center, Rapid City, are trending more severe. But Rapid City’s residents
have long been accustomed to periodic bouts with hazy skies and smoky air — both from local fires and
blazes originating in Wyoming, Montana and other fire-prone areas of the West and Canada.

East River residents haven't had to tolerate as much wildfire smoke, thanks to factors such as a wetter
climate and a greater distance from Western fires. Until recently, some East River cities had never expe-
rienced a day with an unhealthy Air Quality Index, or AQI, in data stretching as far back as 1985.

AQI values start at a healthy zero and become unhealthy for sensitive groups at 100, unhealthy for ev-
eryone at 150, very unhealthy at 200, and hazardous at 300. The worst AQI value is 500.

Until four years ago, the highest AQI ever recorded in eastern South Dakota was 170. Since then, every
East River city with data available from the EPA has surpassed that mark.

Aberdeen hit a state-record AQI of 429 in 2018. Other East River cities logged their worst-ever AQIs last
year: 212 in Brookings, 244 in Pierre, 182 in Sioux Falls and 247 in Watertown.

Anthony Hericks has been a pulmonologist with the Avera health system in Sioux Falls for 13 years. He
said those numbers align with his observations.

“The first 10 years, I don't remember us having a lot of wildfire smoke roll through the Midwest,” Hericks
said.

During the last several years, patients have reported smoke-related health problems more often.

“And you know, I just wait for the phone calls when that happens,” Hericks said, “because some people
are just very sensitive to it.”

Smokers and asthmatics report more wheezing, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath when
smoke is in the air, he said.

Hericks said the best defense against breathing wildfire smoke is staying indoors when the air is smoky.
Respirator masks, like those worn to prevent the spread of COVID-19, may also provide some protection.

Barrett, of the American Lung Association, said wildfire smoke includes very fine particles that can dam-
age lungs. And when wildfires burn through cities or residential areas, the smoke includes the remains of
buildings, vehicles and consumer goods.

“Chemicals of all sorts get into the atmosphere and create a really toxic stew that is unhealthy to breathe,
Barrett said. “It's often not well understood what’s in each fire, because every fire is different, and what
goes up in it is different.”

South Dakota’s East River region isn't the only area losing its relative immunity to wildfire smoke. Last
year, smoke from Western wildfires drifted all the way to New York City.

For those who get frustrated when smoke forces them indoors, Barrett encourages political action.

“Everyone has the ability to reach out to their local elected officials, their state and federal elected of-
ficials, and call for stronger actions on climate change,” he said.

4

Seth is editor-in-chief of South Dakota Searchlight. He was previously a supervising senior producer for South
Dakota Public Broadcasting and a newspaper journalist in Rapid City and Mitchell.
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Telehealth brings expert sexual assault exams to rural patients
BY: ARIELLE ZIONTS - JANUARY 3, 2023 4:43 PM

Amanda Shelley was sitting in her dentist’s waiting room when she received a call from the police. A
local teenage girl had been sexually assaulted and needed an exam.

Shelley, a nurse in rural Eagle County, Colorado, went to her car and called a telehealth company to
arrange an appointment with a sexual assault nurse examiner, or SANE. The nurse examiners have ex-
tensive training in how to care for assault survivors and collect evidence for possible criminal prosecution.

About an hour later, Shelley met the patient at the Colorado Mountain Medical urgent care clinic in the
small town of Avon. She used a tablet to connect by video with a SANE about 2,000 miles away, in New
Hampshire.

The remote nurse used the video technology to speak with the patient and guide Shelley through each
step of a two-hour exam. One of those steps was a colposcopy, in which Shelley used a magnifying device
to closely examine the vagina and cervix. The remote nurse saw, in real time, what Shelley could see,
with the help of a video camera attached to the machine.

The service, known as “teleSANE,” is new at Shelley’s hospital. Before, sexual assault patients faced
mountains of obstacles — literally — when they had to travel to a hospital in another county for care.

“We're asking them to drive maybe over snowy passes and then [be there] three to four hours for this
exam and then drive back home — it's disheartening for them,” Shelley said. "They want to start the
healing process and go home and shower.”

To avoid this scenario, teleSANE services are expanding across the country in rural, sparsely populated
areas. Research shows SANE programs encourage psychological healing, provide comprehensive health
care, allow for professional evidence collection, and improve the chance of a successful prosecution.

Jennifer Pierce-Weeks is CEO of the International Association of Forensic Nurses, which created the
national standards and certification programs for sexual assault nurse examiners. She said every sexual
assault survivor faces health consequences. Assaults can cause physical injuries, sexually transmitted
infections, unwanted pregnancies, and mental health conditions that can lead to suicide attempts and
drug and alcohol misuse.

“If they are cared for on the front end, all of the risks of those things can be reduced dramatically with
the right intervention,” Pierce-Weeks said.

Pierce-Weeks said there’s no comprehensive national data on the number and location of health care
professionals with SANE training. But she said studies show there’s a nationwide shortage, especially in
rural areas.

Some rural hospitals struggle to create or maintain in-person SANE programs because of staffing and
funding shortfalls, Pierce-Weeks said.

Training costs money and takes time. If rural hospitals train nurses, they still might not have enough to
provide round-the-clock coverage. And nurses in rural areas can't practice their skills as often as those
who work in busy urban hospitals.

Some hospitals without SANE programs refer sexual assault survivors elsewhere because they don't
feel qualified to help and aren't always legally required to provide comprehensive treatment and evidence
collection.

Avel eCare, based in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has been providing telehealth services since 1993. It
recently added teleSANE to its offerings.

Avel provides this service to 43 mostly rural and small-town hospitals across five states and is expand-
ing to Indian Health Service hospitals in the Great Plains. Native Americans face high rates of sexual
assaultand might have to travel hours for care if they live in one of the region’s large, rural reservations.

Jen Canton, who oversees Avel’s teleSANE program, said arriving at a local hospital and being referred
elsewhere can be devastating for sexual assault survivors. “You just went through what is potentially the
worst moment of your life, and then you have to travel two, three hours away to another facility,” Canton
said. "It takes a lot of courage to even come into the first hospital and say what happened to you and
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ask for help.”

Patients who receive care at hospitals without SANE programs might not receive trauma-informed care,
which focuses on identifying sources of trauma, determining how those experiences may affect people’s
health, and preventing the retraumatizing of patients. Emergency department staffers may not have ex-
perience with internal exams or evidence collection. They also might not know about patients’ options for
involving police.

Patients who travel to a second hospital might struggle to arrange for and afford transportation or child
care. Other patients don't have the emotional bandwidth to make the trip and retell their stories.

That's why some survivors, like Ada Sapp, don't have an exam.

Sapp, a health care executive at Colorado Mountain Medical, was assaulted before the hospital system
began its SANE program. She was shocked to learn she would need to drive 45 minutes to another county
for an exam. "I didn't feel comfortable doing that by myself,” Sapp said. “So, my husband would have had
to come with me, or a friend. The logistics made it feel insurmountable.”

Sapp’s experience inspired her to help bring SANE services to Colorado Mountain Medical.

Shelley and several other of the hospital system’s nurses have SANE training but appreciate having tele-
health support from the remote nurses with more experience. *We are a rural community and we're not
doing these every single day,” Shelley said. “A lot of my nurses would get really anxious before an exam
because maybe they haven’t done one in a couple months.”

A remote “second set of eyes” increases the confidence of the in-person nurse and is reassuring to
patients, she said.

Avera St. Mary’s Hospital in Pierre, South Dakota, recently began using teleSANE. Rural towns, farms,
and ranches surround this capital city, home to about 14,000 people. The nearest metropolitan area is
about a three-hour drive.

Taking a break from a recent busy morning in the emergency department, nurse Lindee Miller rolled
out the mobile teleSANE cart and colposcope device from Avel eCare. She pulled out a thick binder of
instructions and forms and opened drawers filled with swabs, evidence tags, measuring devices, and other
forensic materials.

“You're never doing the same exam twice,” Miller said. “It's all driven by what the patient wants to do.”

She said some patients might want only medicine to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted infec-
tions. Other patients opt for a head-to-toe physical exam. And some might want her to collect forensic
evidence.

Federal and state laws provide funding to pay for these sexual assault exams, but some survivors are
billedbecause of legal gaps and a lack of awareness of the rules. A proposed federal law, the No Surprises
for Survivors Act, would close some of those gaps.

SANE programs, including telehealth versions aimed at rural communities, are expected to continue
expanding across the country.

President Joe Biden signed a bill last year that provides $30 million to expand SANE services, especially
those that use telehealth and serve rural, tribal, and other underserved communities. The law also requires
the Justice Department to create a website listing the locations of the programs and grant opportunities
for starting them.

KHN (Kaiser Health News) is a national newsroom that produces in-depth journalism about health is-
sues. Together with Policy Analysis and Polling, KHN is one of the three major operating programs at KFF
(Kaiser Family Foundation). KFF is an endowed nonprofit organization providing information on health
issues to the nation.

Arielle Zionts, Rural Health Care Correspondent for Kaiser Health News, is based in South Dakota. She primar-
ily covers South Dakota and its neighboring states and tribal nations. Arielle previously worked at South Dakota
Public Broadcasting, where she reported on business and economic development. Before that, she was the criminal
Justice reporter at the Rapid City Journal and a general assignment reporter at the Nogales International, on the
border of Arizona and Mexico. She graduated from Pitzer College in Claremont, California. Arielle lives in Rapid
City with her cat, Sully.
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Noem hires Mitchell superintendent as secretary of education
BY: SEARCHLIGHT STAFF - JANUARY 3, 2023 4:29 PM

Gov. Kristi Noem announced Tuesday that she has appointed Joe
Graves as secretary of the South Dakota Department of Education.

His appointment will be effective Jan. 10. He succeeds Secretary
Tiffany Sanderson, who has accepted a job as president of Lake
Area Technical College.

“Joe is a wonderful fit to lead our Department of Education and
to help me achieve our goal of making South Dakota the leader for
K-12 education in the nation,” Noem said in a news release.

Graves has served as superintendent of the Mitchell School District
since 2000. Before that, he served as superintendent of several
school districts in Iowa between 1991 and 2000. He began teach-
ing in 1986.

"I am humbled by Governor Noem'’s confidence in me,” Graves
said in the release. "I have observed the positive change Governor
Noem has made in our school systems up close as a superinten-
dent. Now, I am excited to play a more significant role in reforming
our schools and raising the bar for what students and teachers can
both achieve.”

Graves has a master’s in history from the University of South
Dakota; several education administration degrees from Drake Uni-
versity; a teaching certificate from the University of Iowa; and a
bachelor’s in political science, psychology and sociology from South
Dakota State University. He was honored as Educational Advocate of
the Year by the School Administrators of South Dakota in 2018. He
was also honored as Administrator of the Year by the South Dakota

Joseph Graves. (Courtesy of Milken
Family Foundation)

Music Educators Association in 2018. He has been published in numerous education journals.
Graves was born in Sioux Falls. He has been married to his wife, Cheryl, for 37 years. Together, they

have four children and 10 grandchildren.
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Slight Chance Maostly Cloudy Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunny Maostly Cloudy Partly Sunmny
Snow
High: 21 °F Low: 4 °F High: 19 °F Low: 1 °F High: 14 °F Low: 0 °F High: 21 °F

Mostly cloudy. Fog north
central SD. Light snow
eastern SD/western MN.

Highs: 17 to 27°

Tonight:
Partly/mostly cloudy. Fog

possible central SD. Lights
possible east.

Lows: 2 to 12°

Thursday:

Increasing sunshine. Light
winds.

Highs: 15 to 28°

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
THOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

OCEANIC AND A

Low pressure over the Twin Cities region will continue to wrap periods of light snow into northeast SD
and west central MN into this evening. Although, any more accumulations are expected to be around an
inch or less. Otherwise, expect temperatures in the teens and 20s over the next several days, with quiet
conditions. Patchy fog will be found across central SD this morning, with potential for more fog tonight
into Thursday morning.
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Today in Weather History

January 4, 1986: Snowfall amounts of 1 to 3 inches and winds gusting to around 40 mph produced ground
blizzard conditions in western South Dakota. Visibility was near zero in many locations, with blowing and
drifting snow blocking some roads. Some roads were closed in western South Dakota. Several accidents
occurred, with many cars ending up in the ditch.

January 4, 2005: Heavy snow of up to 10 inches fell across much of Lyman and Jones counties from the
4th until mid-morning of the 5th.

1641: According to historical records, Mount Parker, a stratovolcano on Mindanao Island in the Philippines,
erupted on this day. The eruption caused the formation of a crater lake called Lake Maughan.

1888 - Sacramento, CA, received 3.5 inches of snow, an all-time record for that location. The heaviest
snow in recent history was two inches on February 5th in 1976. (4th-5th) (The Weather Channel)

1917: A tornado with estimated F3 damage cut a 15-mile path and struck a school at Vireton in Pittsburg
County, Oklahoma, killing 16 people. It ranks as the 4th worst school tornado disaster in U.S. history.

1971 - A blizzard raged from Kansas to Wisconsin, claiming 27 lives in Iowa. Winds reached 50 mph, and
the storm produced up to 20 inches of snow. (David Ludlum)

1982 - Milwaukee, WI, was shut down completely as a storm buried the city under 16 inches of snow in
24 hours. It was the worst storm in thirty-five years. (David Ludlum)

1987 - A storm moving off the Pacific Ocean spread wintery weather across the southwestern U.S., with
heavy snow extending from southern California to western Wyoming. Up to 15 inches of snow blanketed
the mountains of southern California, and rainfall totals in California ranged up to 2.20 inches in the Chino
area. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Frigid arctic air invading the central and eastern U.S. left Florida about the only safe refuge from
the cold and snow. A storm in the western U.S. soaked Bodega Bay in central California with 3.12 inches
of rain. (National Weather Summary)

1989 - Up to a foot of snow blanketed the mountains of West Virginia, and strong winds in the northeast-
ern U.S. produced wind chill readings as cold as 60 degrees below zero in Maine. Mount Washington NH
reported wind gusts to 136 mph along with a temperature of 30 below zero! (National Weather Summary)

1990 - A winter storm moving out of the southwestern U.S. spread heavy snow across Nebraska and
Iowa into Wisconsin. Snowfall totals in Nebraska ranged up to 7 inches at Auburn and Tecumseh. Totals
in ITowa ranged up to 11 inches at Carlisle. In Iowa, most of the snow fell between midnight and 4 AM.
(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1994 - A major winter storm blanketed much of the northeastern U.S. with heavy snow. More than two
feet was reported in northwestern Pennsylvania, with 33 inches at Waynesburg. There were ten heart
attacks, and 185 injuries, related to the heavy snow in northwest Pennsylvania. Whiteout conditions were
reported in Vermont and northeastern New York State. A wind gusts to 75 mph was clocked at Shafts-
bury VT. In the Adirondacks of eastern New York State, the town of Tupper reported five inches of snow
between 1 PM and 2 PM. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

2018: NOAA's GOES-East satellite caught a dramatic view of the Bombogenesis ‘Bomb Cyclone” moving
up the East Coast on the morning of January 4, 2018. The powerful nor'easter is battering coastal areas
with heavy snow and strong winds, from Florida to Maine. Notice the long line of clouds stretching over a
thousand miles south of the storm. The storm is drawing moisture all the way from deep in the Caribbean.




Groton %aﬂp thepenhent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 14 of 60

HIDE AND SEEK

It's always a time of joy filled with delightful experiences when our grandchildren come to visit. Their
youthful exuberance and innocent behavior fill our home with laughter and many unexpected surprises.
One of their favorite games is one most of us enjoyed when we were children: hide and seek. They find
nooks and crannies, closets and furniture as “obvious” places to hide, and then count from one to ten out
loud. Then: “Ready or not, here I come!” is the usual cry before the search begins.

It only takes a few minutes before the one hiding is found by the one seeking. There is no space in our
home that remains to be discovered. They know every place there is to hide.

Often we attempt to “hide” some of our deeds from God, thinking there may be a place where He cannot
find us. We break His laws and turn our backs on His teachings and try to rationalize or even generalize
our behavior: “You know God, everyone does it so it’s not all that bad.” Or, *Well, God, the devil made me
do it because You didn't stop Him.”

Unfortunately, those excuses will not change the facts of Scripture. "The human spirit is the lamp of the
Lord that sheds light on one’s inmost being.” This “spirit” points back to Creation when “God breathed the
breath of life into man,” making him different and distinct from animals.

Obviously, if God created us He certainly must know us, understand us and have access to our most
intimate thoughts and desires. We cannot hide anything from our Creator.

When God “ignites” His lamp and searches our “inmost being,” it's “game over.” He Himself conducts the
investigation and knows exactly where to look. While we may attempt to hide our thoughts and desires
from God, He knows exactly where to look! Guard against sinning!

Prayer: Father, we cannot hide our thoughts or actions from Your eye. May we earnestly work to live a
life worthy of You, our Savior and Lord. Keep us close to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: The human spirit is the lamp of the Lord that sheds light on one’s inmost being.
Proverbs 20:27

"Ml nistries,

We all need the encouragement, comfort, and peace that comes through God’s grace. Our daily devotion-
als, known as Seeds of Hope, have been a means through which thousands of people have experienced
this grace. Each devotional comes from God’s Word and we pray this good “seed” finds good sail in your
heart. Our aim is that the Seeds of Hope will be a great source of daily encouragement to you and that
God will use them to draw you near to Him
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2022-23 Community Events
07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/11/2022: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7/pm
11/13/2022: Snow Queen Contest
11/19/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen's Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion's Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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WINNING NUMBERS:
01.03.23

HEEOOO

MegaPlier: 4x
MEXT ESTIMATED JACKPOT:

$940,000,000

NEXT 2ZDays 15 Hrs 58
DRAW: Mins 2 Secs

( GAME DETAILS )

WINNING NUMBERS:
12.31.22

0000

MEXT ESTIMATED JACKPOT:

$20,000

MEXT 15 Hrs 58 Mins 2
DRAW: Secs

( GAME DETAILS )

LOTTO AIMERICA

WINNING HUMBERS:
01.02.23

DO00e

NEXT ESTIMATED JACKPOT:

$33,680,000

MEXT 15 Hrs 58 Mins 2
DRAW: Secs

( GAME DETAILS )

POWERBALL

WINNING NUMBERS:
01.02.23

OOOOED

TOP PRIZE:

$10,000,000

MEXT 15 Hrs 57 Mins 2
DRAW: Secs

( GAME DETAILS )

WINNING HUMBERS:
01.03.23

VOO0

TOP PRIZE:

$7.000/week

MEXT 15 Hrs 28 Mins 2
DRAW: Secs

( GAME DETAILS )

POWERBALL

WINNING NUMBERS:
0.02.23

PROD0®

HEXT ESTIMATED JACKPOT:

$291,000,000

MEXT 15 Hrs 57 Mins 2
DRAW: Secs

( GAME DETAILS )
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News from the AP Associated Press

Tuesday’s Scores

The Associated Press

BOYS PREP BASKETBALL=

Groton Area 67, Warner 32

Hankinson, N.D. 55, Sisseton 26
Herreid/Selby Area 73, McIntosh 37
Highmore-Harrold 60, Stanley County 39
Hot Springs 65, Chadron, Neb. 60, OT
Mobridge-Pollock 60, Potter County 36
New Underwood 63, Edgemont 9
Northwestern 40, Ipswich 38

Rapid City Stevens 60, Douglas 49
Redfield 76, Langford 49

St. Thomas More 63, Belle Fourche 26
Wolsey-Wessington 62, Miller 57
POSTPONEMENTS AND CANCELLATIONS=
Elkton-Lake Benton vs. Hills-Beaver Creek, Minn., ppd.
Oelrichs vs. Hay Springs, Neb., ppd.

Rapid City Christian vs. Alliance, Neb., ccd.

GIRLS PREP BASKETBALL=

Chadron, Neb. 50, Hot Springs 24

Custer 60, Sturgis Brown 43

Groton Area 48, Warner 23

Lemmon 49, Flasher, N.D. 32

McLaughlin 53, Cheyenne-Eagle Butte 44
Rapid City Stevens 53, Spearfish 48

Red Cloud 40, Rock Hills, Kan. 32

Redfield 44, Faulkton 29

Stanley County 53, Highmore-Harrold 45
Sully Buttes 53, Philip 23

Timber Lake 60, Faith 54

Wall 59, Newell 43

Wolsey-Wessington 52, Miller 49
POSTPONEMENTS AND CANCELLATIONS=
Elkton-Lake Benton vs. Hills-Beaver Creek, Minn., ppd.
Rapid City Christian vs. Alliance, Neb., ccd.

Some high school basketball scores provided by Scorestream.com, https://scorestream.com/

Noem picks Mitchell superintendent to be education secretary
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem announced Tuesday that she has appointed the
superintendent of the Mitchell School District to be the next Department of Education secretary.
Joe Graves will assume his new role on Jan. 10. He replaces Secretary Tiffany Sanderson, who has taken
a job as president of Lake Area Technical College.
Graves has been the superintendent in Mitchell since 2000, and served as a superintendent in several
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Iowa school districts from 1991 to 2000. He started his teaching career in 1986.

“Joe is a wonderful fit to lead our Department of Education and to help me achieve our goal of making
South Dakota the leader for K-12 education in the nation,” Noem said in a news release.

Graves has a master’s degree in history from the University of South Dakota, several education adminis-
tration degrees from Drake University; a teaching certificate from the University of Iowa, and a bachelor’s
degree in political science, psychology, and sociology from South Dakota State University.

He was awarded “Educational Advocate of the Year” by the School Administrators of South Dakota in
2018, and that year he was also named as “Administrator of the Year” by the South Dakota Music Educa-
tors Association.

Graves said in a news release that he was humbled by Noem'’s confidence in him.

"I am excited to play a more significant role in reforming our schools and raising the bar for what stu-
dents and teachers can both achieve,” he said.

Pope praises ‘gentle’ Benedict ahead of funeral

By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis praised Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI's “acute and gentle thought”
as he presided over a packed Wednesday general audience in the Vatican, while thousands of people paid
tribute to the former pope on the final day of public viewing in St. Peter’s Basilica.

Francis was greeted by an enthusiastic crowd in the Paul VI auditorium and shouts of “Viva il papa!” or
“Long live the pope” as he arrived for his weekly catechism appointment with the faithful.

This week’s audience was conducted as tens of thousands of people continued to flock to St. Peter’s
Basilica to pay their respects before Benedict’s body, lying in state. The first two days of viewing drew a
total of 135,000 people. Wednesday’s viewing began before dawn and was set to end in early evening.

Francis is due to preside over the late German pope’s funeral on Thursday, an event that is drawing
heads of state and royalty despite Benedict’s requests for simplicity and Vatican efforts to keep the first
Vatican funeral for an emeritus pope in modern times low-key.

Francis drew applause when he opened his remarks by noting all those who were outside paying tribute
to Benedict, whom he called a “great master of catechesis.”

“His acute and gentle thought was not self-referential, but ecclesial, because he always wanted to ac-
company us in the encounter with Jesus,” Francis said.

Later Wednesday, Vatican officials were to place Benedict’s body in a cypress coffin — the first of three
coffins —along with a brief, written summary of his historic papacy, the coins minted during his pontificate
and his pallium stoles.

After the funeral, the retired pontiff's remains will be carried back into the basilica, where the coffin will
placed inside a zinc one, and then finally into another made from oak.

In keeping with Benedict’s wishes, his remains will be placed in the crypt once occupied by the tomb of
St. John Paul II in the grottos underneath the basilica.

Benedict, who was elected pope in 2005 following John Paul’s death, became the first pope in six cen-
turies years to resign when he announced in 2013 he no longer had the strength to lead the Catholic
Church. After Francis was elected pope, Benedict spent his nearly decade-long retirement in a converted
monastery in the Vatican Gardens.

“"We can't forget the example that he gave in his resignation, that he more or less said, ‘Look, I'm not
in this for the prestige, the power of the office, I'm in it for service, as Jesus taught,” recalled Cardinal
Timothy Dolan, whom Benedict named archbishop of New York in 2009 and cardinal in 2012. Dolan came
to Rome for the funeral.

Thursday’s rite takes into account the unusual situation in which a reigning pope will preside over a
funeral for a retired one, making important changes to a funeral ritual for popes that is highly codified.
Two key prayers, from the diocese of Rome and the Eastern rite churches, that were recited during John
Paul’s funeral, for example, will be omitted because Benedict wasn't pope when he died and because both
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branches of the Catholic Church still have a reigning pope as their leader: Francis.

While the funeral will be novel, it does has some precedent: In 1802, Pope Pius VII celebrated the funeral
in St. Peter’s of his predecessor, Pius VI, who had died in exile in France in 1799 as a prisoner of Napoleon,
the Vatican noted Wednesday.

Russia says phone use allowed Ukraine to target its troops

By FELIPE DANA Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Unauthorized use of cell phones by Russian soldiers led to a deadly Ukrainian
rocket attack on the facility where they were stationed, according to the Russian military, as it raised the
death toll from the weekend attack to 89.

Gen. Lt. Sergei Sevryukov said in a statement late Tuesday that phone signals allowed Kyiv's forces to
“determine the coordinates of the location of military personnel” and launch a strike.

The Russian military is taking unspecified measures to “prevent similar tragic incidents in the future,”
Sevryukov said, and promised to punish officials responsible for the blunder.

The attack, one of the deadliest on the Kremlin's forces since the start of the war over 10 months ago,
occurred one minute into the new year, according to Sevryukov.

It was the latest blow to the Kremlin’s military prestige as it struggles to progress with its invasion of its
neighbor, and stirred renewed criticism inside Russia of the way the war is being conducted amid a suc-
cessful Ukrainian counteroffensive.

Ukrainian forces fired six rockets from a U.S.-provided HIMARS multiple launch system at a building where
the soldiers were stationed. Two rockets were downed but four hit the building and detonated, prompting
the collapse of the structure.

Details of the strike have trickled out in recent days.

U.K. intelligence officials said Wednesday that Moscow’s “unprofessiona
partly to blame for the high casualty rate on the troops.

“Given the extent of the damage, there is a realistic possibility that ammunition was being stored near
to troop accommodation, which detonated during the strike, creating secondary explosions,” the U.K.
Defense Ministry said in a Twitter post.

In the same post, the ministry said that the building struck by Ukrainian missiles was little more than
12 kilometers (7.5 miles) from the front line, within “one of the most contested areas of the conflict,” in
the Donetsk region.

“The Russian military has a record of unsafe ammunition storage from well before the current war, but
this incident highlights how unprofessional practices contribute to Russia’s high casualty rate,” the update
added.

Meanwhile, the Kremlin-appointed leader of the Donetsk region, one of four that Moscow illegally an-
nexed in September, on Wednesday praised the “courage and true heroism” of the dead Russian soldiers.

Denis Pushilin said in a Telegram post that some of those killed tried to pull their comrades from the
burning building.

In Samara, in southwestern Russia, locals on Tuesday gathered for an Orthodox service in memory of the
dead. The service was followed by a minute’s silence, and flowers were laid at a Soviet-era war memorial,
the state RIA Novosti agency reported. Unconfirmed reports in Russian-language media said the victims
were mobilized reservists from the region.

The Russian Defense Ministry, in a rare admission of losses, initially said the strike killed 63 troops. But
as emergency crews sifted through the rubble of the building, the death toll mounted. The regiment’s
deputy commander was among the dead.

Unconfirmed reports put the death toll much higher.

The Strategic Communications Directorate of Ukraine’s armed forces claimed Sunday that around 400
mobilized Russian soldiers were killed in a vocational school building in Makiivka and about 300 more were
wounded. That claim couldn’t be independently verified. The Russian statement said the strike occurred

|Il

military practices were likely
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“in the area of Makiivka” and didn't mention the school.

Ukraine’s presidential office said Wednesday that at least five Ukrainian civilians were killed and 13 oth-
ers were wounded in the country over the previous 24 hours, as Russian forces struck at nine regions in
the country’s south and east.

Ukraine continues to seek Western help in its fight against the invasion.

At a European Union-Ukraine summit on Feb. 3, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is due to hold
talks with EU Council President Charles Michel and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
about continued European support.

The summit will not include the EU’s 27 national heads of state and government, officials say. The sum-
mit location has not been revealed.

Twitter says it will relax ban on political advertising

By The Associated Press undefined

Twitter says it will ease up on its 3-year-old ban on political advertising, the latest change by Elon Musk
as he tries to pump up revenue after purchasing the social media platform last year.

The company tweeted late Tuesday that “we're relaxing our ads policy for cause-based ads in the US.”

“We also plan to expand the political advertising we permit in the coming weeks,” the company said
from its Twitter Safety account.

Twitter banned all political advertising in 2019, reacting to growing concern about misinformation spread-
ing on social media.

At the time, then-CEO Jack Dorsey said that while internet ads are powerful and effective for commer-
cial advertisers, “that power brings significant risks to politics, where it can be used to influence votes to
affect the lives of millions.”

The latest move appears to represent a break from that policy, which had banned ads by candidates,
political parties, or elected or appointed government officials.

Political advertising made up a sliver of Twitter’s overall revenue, accounting for less than $3 million of
total spending for the 2018 U.S. midterm election.

In reversing the ban, Twitter said that “cause-based advertising can facilitate public conversation around
important topics” and that the change will align the platform’s advertising policy with those of “TV and
other media outlets,” without providing further details.

Facebook in March 2021 lifted its ban on political and social issue ads that was put in place after the
2020 U.S. presidential election.

Musk bills himself as a free-speech warrior and bought Twitter because he apparently believed it wasn't
living up to its potential as a free speech platform. But the billionaire Tesla CEO has been forced to make
huge cost cuts and scramble to find more sources of revenue to justify the $44 billion purchase.

McCarthy’s bid for speaker to continue, says Trump backs him

By LISA MASCARO, FARNOUSH AMIRI and KEVIN FREKING Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Republicans will open the second day of the new Congress much like the
first — with leader Kevin McCarthy trying to become House speaker despite losing in multiple rounds of
voting that threw the new GOP majority into chaos.

It was the first time in 100 years that a nominee for House speaker could not take the gavel on the first
vote, but McCarthy appeared undeterred. Instead, he vowed to fight to the finish, encouraged, he said,
by former President Donald Trump to end the disarray and pull the Republican Party together.

The House is scheduled to convene Wednesday after the stalemate essentially forced all other business
to a standstill, waiting on Republicans to elect a speaker.

“Today, is that the day I wanted to have? No,” McCarthy told reporters late Tuesday at the Capitol after
a series of closed-door meetings.

McCarthy said Trump wants him to stay in the race and told him to bring an end to the House Republican
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chaos and pull the party together.

The former president “wants to see the Republicans united to be able to accomplish the exact things
we said we'd do,” McCarthy said.

Asked if he would drop out, McCarthy said, “It's not going to happen.”

It was a tumultuous start to the new Congress and pointed to difficulties ahead with Republicans now
in control of the House.

Tensions flared among the new House majority as their campaign promises stalled out. Without a
speaker, the House cannot fully form — swearing in its members, naming its committee chairmen, en-
gaging in floor proceedings and launching investigations of the Biden administration. Lawmakers’ families
had waited around, as what'’s normally a festive day descended into chaos, with kids playing in the aisles
or squirming in parents’ arms.

But it was not at all clear how the embattled GOP leader could rebound to win over right-flank conser-
vatives who reject his leadership. It typically takes a majority of the House to become speaker, 218 votes
— though the threshold can drop if members are absent or merely vote present, an strategy McCarthy
appeared to be considering.

McCarthy won no more than 203 votes in three rounds of voting, losing as many as 20 Republicans from
his slim 222-seat majority,

Not since 1923 has a speaker’s election gone to multiple ballots, and the longest and most grueling fight
for the gavel started in late 1855 and dragged out for two months, with 133 ballots, during debates over
slavery in the run-up to the Civil War.

“Kevin McCarthy is not going to be a speaker,” declared Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., one of the holdouts.

A new generation of conservative Republicans, many aligned with Trump’s Make America Great Again
agenda, want to upend business as usual in Washington, and were committed to stopping McCarthy’s rise
without concessions to their priorities.

In many ways, the challenge from the far-right was reminiscent of the last time Republicans seized power
in the House, when tea party Republicans brought hardball politics and shutdown government after win-
ning control in the 2010 midterm elections.

As the spectacle of voting dragged on, McCarthy’s backers implored the holdouts to fall in line for the
California Republican.

“"We all came here to get things done,” the second-ranking Republican, Rep. Steve Scalise, said in a
speech nominating McCarthy for the vote and urging his colleagues to drop their protest.

Railing against Democratic President Joe Biden’s agenda, Scalise, himself a possible GOP compromise
choice, said, "We can't start fixing those problems until we elect Kevin McCarthy our next speaker.”

But the holdouts forced a third and final round of voting before Republican leaders quickly adjourned
Tuesday evening.

“The American people are watching, and it's a good thing,” said Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, who nominated
fellow conservative Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio as an alternative for speaker.

Jordan, the McCarthy rival-turned-ally, was twice pushed forward by conservatives, but he does not
seem to want the job. The Ohio Republican is line to become Judiciary Committee chairman, and he rose
during the floor debate to urge his colleagues to instead vote for McCarthy.

“We have to rally around him, come together,” Jordan said.

In all, a core group of 19 Republicans — and then 20 — voted for someone other than McCarthy. The
first ballot sent votes to Rep. Andy Biggs of Arizona, Jordan and others, while Jordan alone won the votes
on the next two ballots.

The standoff over McCarthy has been building since Republicans appeared on track to win the House
majority in the midterm elections in November. While the Senate remains in Democratic hands, barely,
House Republicans are eager to confront Biden after two years of the Democrats controlling both houses
of Congress. The conservative Freedom Caucus led the opposition to McCarthy, believing he’s neither
conservative enough nor tough enough to battle Democrats.
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To win support, McCarthy has already agreed to many of the demands of the Freedom Caucus, who
have been agitating for rules changes and other concessions that give rank-and=file more influence in
the legislative process. He has been here before, having bowed out of the speakers race in 2015 when he
failed to win over conservatives.

Late Tuesday, pizza, Chick-fil-A and tacos were carried into various meeting rooms at the Capitol after the
failed votes as McCarthy supporters and detractors hunkered down to figure out how to elect a speaker.

“Everything’s on the table,” said McCarthy ally Rep. Patrick McHenry, R-N.C. — except, he said, having
the leader step aside. “"Not at all. That is not on the table.”

Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa., the chairman of the Freedom Caucus and a leader of Trump’s effort to challenge
the 2020 presidential election had said earlier it was up to McCarthy to meet their demands and change
the dynamic.

Democrats enthusiastically nominated Jeffries, who is taking over as party leader, as their choice for
speaker — a typically symbolic gesture for the minority but one that took on new importance with Repub-
licans at odds with each other.

While Jeffries won the most votes overall, 212, it was not the majority to become speaker.

McCarthy focused on those numbers late Tuesday. If McCarthy could win 213 votes, and then persuade
the remaining naysayers to simply vote present, he would be able to lower the threshold required under
the rules to have the majority.

It's a strategy former House speakers, including outgoing Democratic Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Re-
publican Speaker John Boehner had used when they confronted opposition, winning the gavel with fewer
than 218 votes.

Said McCarthy late Tuesday at the Capitol: “You get 213 votes, and the others don't say another name,
that’s how you can win.”

Mega Millions jackpot climbs to $940M after no winner

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — The Mega Millions jackpot increased to an estimated $940 million after an-
other drawing resulted in plenty of losers but not a single grand prize winner.

The numbers drawn late Tuesday were: 25, 29, 33, 41, 44 and gold Mega Ball 18.

The next drawing is scheduled to be held Friday night.

The new $940 million jackpot is for a winner who chooses to be paid through an annuity over 29 years.
Nearly all winners opt for a cash payout, which for Friday night’s drawing would be an estimated $483.5
million.

In Tuesday’s drawing, there were more than 2.9 million winning tickets of various amounts including
three $4 million tickets sold in Arizona, Mississippi and South Dakota, Mega Millions said in a statement.

The lack of a winner of an estimated $785 million jackpot Tuesday means there have been 23 straight
drawings without anyone taking the top prize.

The new jackpot will remain the sixth-largest jackpot in U.S. history.

The jackpot-winning drought isn't surprising given the daunting odds of one in 302.6 million of winning
the top prize.

The jackpot is the largest since someone in California won a record $2.04 billion Powerball prize on Nov.
8. There still has not been an announced winner of that prize.

There have been only three larger Mega Millions jackpots than Friday’s estimated prize in the game’s
20 years, including $1.53 billion in 2018, $1.05 billion in 2021 and $1.33 billion in July, Mega Millions said.

Mega Millions is played in 45 states as well as Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Biden heads to Kentucky to highlight cash for aging bridge
By SEUNG MIN KIM Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden'’s visit to a notoriously dilapidated bridge connecting Ohio
and Kentucky is a chance for him to showcase accomplishments and talk up the virtues of bipartisanship
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while rubbing shoulders with Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell.

The trip on Wednesday is also about cold, hard cash.

“It's a giant bridge, man,” Biden said this week when asked about his planned trip to the Brent Spence
Bridge. “It's a lot of money. It's important.”

Indeed, the nearly $1 trillion that Biden’s administration is doling out for roads and bridges, broadband
networks and water projects across America will be critical not just for the communities getting the help
but to the Democratic president’s political theory that voters are hungry for bipartisanship that delivers
tangible results.

As the prospects for massive, transformational legislating diminish rapidly this year in a divided Washing-
ton, the White House and top Cabinet officials aim to focus instead on selling Biden’s recent achievements
and demonstrating how the new laws directly affect Americans.

That new effort kicks off as Biden stops in northern Kentucky at the perennially congested bridge span-
ning the Ohio River that has frustrated motorists for decades. The infrastructure law enacted in late 2021
will offer more than $1.63 billion in federal grants to Ohio and Kentucky to build a companion bridge that
will help unclog traffic on the Brent Spence.

Other top administration officials are holding similar events Wednesday and Thursday at other major
bridges in the U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris is stopping by the collection of bridges crossing the Calu-
met River in Chicago; Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg was appearing at the Gold Star Memorial
Bridge in New London, Connecticut; and White House infrastructure coordinator Mitch Landrieu was to be
at the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco.

All the bridges will get new funding under the infrastructure law, which is one of Biden’s marquee bipar-
tisan accomplishments.

The Brent Spence, which connects Cincinnati and northern Kentucky, was declared functionally obsolete
by the Federal Highway Administration in the 1990s. It has become an outsized symbol of the nation’s
crumbling infrastructure, with successive presidents from both parties singling out the aging span as they
stumped for better roads and bridges.

In 2011, President Barack Obama name-checked McConnell and House Speaker John Boehner, who
represented the Cincinnati suburbs, as he stood near the Brent Spence and pushed the two Republican
leaders to support a jobs package that would fix similarly ailing bridges. Six years later, President Donald
Trump told a local Fox station that “I've already heard about the bridge. I love the area.”

“We're going to get it fixed,” Trump said about the Brent Spence, which he called “dangerous.”

As for Biden, he said during a 2021 CNN town hall in Cincinnati that his administration would “fix that
damn bridge of yours.” The span was designed for 80,000 vehicles a day but was easily doubling that on
its narrow lanes.

On Wednesday, Biden can begin to make good on that promise.

The president will be accompanied at Brent Spence by McConnell, Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, former
Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, a Democrat, and Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, a
Republican. Officials hope much of the work on the new project will be completed by 2029.

The White House also invited Republican Sens. Rand Paul of Kentucky and newly sworn in J.D. Vance of
Ohio, according to a White House official, but neither planned to appear with Biden in northern Kentucky.

McConnell, who was already home in Kentucky, will not fly with Biden on Air Force One but will greet
him on the tarmac at Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport, according to a person who was
not authorized to speak about the minority leader’s travel plans publicly and insisted on anonymity.

Biden dismissed any notion that the trip to northern Kentucky was about highlighting his longstanding
relationship with McConnell, who has been both an ally and a foil during the president’s first two years in
office. McConnell was one of 19 Senate Republicans to support the infrastructure law and has said repair-
ing the Brent Spence has long been a priority.

“This is a bridge that has been a major national issue for 25 years, my top transportation project for
decades. And it's going to be fully funded by the infrastructure bill, which I supported,” McConnell told



Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 25 of 60

reporters on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. “It's important for me to be there.”

Pele buried at cemetery in Brazilian city he made famous

By MAURICIO SAVARESE AP Sports Writer

SANTOS, Brazil (AP) — Brazil said a final farewell to Pelé on Tuesday, burying the legend who unified
the bitterly divided country.

Newly inaugurated President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva paid his respects at Vila Belmiro, the stadium where
Pelé played for most of his career.

Pelé died last week at age 82 and was laid to rest in Santos, the city where he became famous after
moving there at age 15 to play for Santos FC. The funeral Mass was held at the team’s Vila Belmiro stadium
before his black casket was driven through the streets of the of Santos in a firetruck.

It was taken into the cemetery as bands played the team'’s official song and a Roman Catholic hymn.
Before the golden-wrapped casket arrived, attendees sang samba songs that Pelé liked.

Some Brazilian soccer legends weren't there.

“Where's Ronaldo Nazario? Where's Kaka, where's Neymar?” asked Claudionor Alves, 67, who works at
a bakery next to the stadium. “Do they think they will be remembered like Pelé will? These guys didn't
want to stop their vacations, that’s the problem.”

Geovana Sarmento, 17, waited in a three-hour line to view Pelé’s body as it lay in repose. She came with
her father, who was wearing a Brazil shirt with Pelé’s name.

"I am not a Santos fan, neither is my father. But this guy invented Brazil’s national team. He made San-
tos stronger, he made it big, how could you not respect him? He is one of the greatest people ever, we
needed to honor him,” she said.

Caio Zalke, 35, an engineer, wore a Brazil shirt as he waited in the line.

“Pelé is the most important Brazilian of all time. He made the sport important for Brazil and he made
Brazil important for the world,” Zalke said.

Pelé in the 1960s and 1970s was perhaps the world’s most famous athlete. He met presidents and
queens, and a civil war in Nigeria was put on hold so people could watch him play. Many Brazilians credit
Pelé with putting the country on the world stage for the first time.

Rows of shirts with Pelé’s No. 10 were placed behind one of the stadium’s goals, waving in the city’s
summer winds. A section of the stands filled up with bouquets of flowers placed by mourners and sent
by clubs and star players — Neymar and Ronaldo among them — from around the world as loudspeakers
played the song “Eu sou Pelé” (I am Pelé”) recorded by him.

The crowd was mostly local, although some came from far away, and many mourners were too young
ever to have seen Pelé play. The mood was light, as people filtered out of the stadium to local bars, wear-
ing Santos FC and Brazil shirts.

Claudio Carranca, 32, a salesman, said: "I never saw him play, but loving Pelé is a tradition that goes
from father to son in Santos. I learned his history, saw his goals, and I see how Santos FC is important
because he is important. I know some Santos fans have children supporting other teams. But that’s just
because they never saw Pelé in action. If they had, they would feel this gratitude I feel now.”

Among those at the stadium was Pelé’s best friend Manoel Maria, also a former Santos player.

“If I had all the wealth in the world I would never be able to repay what this man did for me and my
family,” Maria said. “"He was as great a man as he was as a player — the best of all time. His legacy will
outlive us all. And that can be seen in this long line with people of all ages here.”

FIFA President Gianni Infantino told journalists that every country should name a stadium after Pelé.

"I am here with a lot of emotion, sadness, but also with a smile because he gave us so many smiles,
Infantino said. “As FIFA, we will pay a tribute to the ‘King’ and we ask the whole world to observe a minute
of silence.”

Another fan and friend in line was Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Gilmar Mendes.

“It is a very sad moment, but we are now seeing the real meaning of this legendary player to our coun-

n
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try,” Mendes told journalists. "My office has shirts signed by Pelé, a picture of him as a goalkeeper, also
signed by him. DVDs, photos, a big collection of him.”

Pelé had undergone treatment for colon cancer since 2021. The medical center where he had been
hospitalized said he died of multiple organ failure as a result of the cancer.

Pelé led Brazil to World Cup titles in 1958, 1962 and 1970 and remains one of the team'’s all-time leading
scorers with 77 goals. Neymar tied Pelé’s record during this year’s World Cup in Qatar.

Best of CES 2023: Electric skates, pet tech and Al for birds

By ADRIANA MORGA, HALELUYA HADERO and CARA RUBINSKY Associated Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Tech companies of all sizes are showing off their latest products at CES, formerly
known as the Consumer Electronics show.

The show is getting back to normal after going completely virtual in 2021 and seeing a significant drop
in 2022 attendance because of the pandemic.

Exhibitors range from big names including Sony and LG to tiny startups. You might see the next big
thing or something that will never make it past the prototype stage.

On Tuesday night, the show kicked off with media previews from just some of the 3,000 companies
signed up to attend. CES officially opens Thursday.

Here are some highlights:

POKEMON, BUT MAKE IT BIRDS

Bird Buddy showed off a smart bird feeder that takes snapshots of feathered friends as they fly in to eat
some treats. The startup says its Al technology can recognize more than 1,000 species of birds, allowing
users to share through a mobile app what kind of birds they're feeding.

“"We try to kind of gamify the collection so it's a really fun game that you can play — almost like a real
life Pokémon Go with real animals and wildlife in your backyard,” said Kyle Buzzard, the company’s co-
founder and chief hardware officer.

The product has already sparked some interest from consumers who want to show the world what birds
are coming into their backyards.

The company, which began as a Kickstarter project in 2020, says it started shipping its bird feeders in
September and has already sold all 100,000 in its inventory. The price for the basic feeder is $199.

ELECTRIC SKATES

Journalists had fun zipping around the exhibit hall on remote-controlled, electric inline skates from French
startup AtmosGear.

The battery lasts for 20 miles (32 kilometers), said founder Mohamed Soliman, who hopes people will
see them as a viable way to commute, like electric bikes or scooters.

“My goal is for everyone to go skating again because it's so much fun, every time you see people skat-
ing you see them with a big smile,” Soliman said.

A waist bag holds the battery and cables connected to the skates. They also can be used as regular
skates when they need to be charged or skaters simply want to travel under their own power.

The $500 skates are available for pre-order. The company has taken orders for 150 pairs so far and is
aiming for 200 orders to start production.

DIGITAL TEMPORARY TATTOOS

A handheld device displayed by South Korean company Prinker allows you to quickly and easily apply
temporary tattoos.

The device uses cosmetic-grade ink with a library of thousands of designs or the option to make your
own with the company’s app. After picking a tattoo, you just wave the device over wherever you want it
applied. The tattoos are waterproof but wash off with soap.

The flagship model is $279 and a smaller model is $229. Ink cartridges good for 1,000 tattoos are $119.

HELPING FIND YOUR WAY
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Japan-based Loovic has created a device designed to solve the challenges of those who have difficulty
navigating while they walk.

The device worn around the neck employs sounds and vibrations to guide users to destinations, enabling
them to look at what’s around rather than focusing on a phone’s map app.

Loovic co-founder and CEO Toru Yamanaka said he was inspired to create the device for his son, who
has a cognitive impairment making it difficult for him to navigate.

The prototype device is not yet available to the public.

A FITNESS TRACKER FOR YOUR DOG

If you wonder what your dog is doing while you're not home, French startup Invoxia has a product for
you. The company’s smart dog collar monitors your pet’s activity and sleep, sending the data to your phone.

The latest version unveiled at CES, which has a GPS tracker, includes more advanced heart health moni-
toring.

The collar is $149 in the U.S. while a monthly $8.25 subscription to the app monitors the data and shares
it with your veterinarian.

METAVERSE FOR KIDS

The creators of Roybi, an educational AI robot that helps children learn about STEM topics and new
languages, are venturing into the metaverse.

The RoybiVerse is expected to offer stations where K-12 and higher education students can learn about
a wide range of educational topics.

Users walking around the RoybiVerse will be able to visit an area where they’ll learn about dinosaurs or
walk over to the virtual library where they can pick a book and read it.

The RoybiVerse, which is expected to launch by mid-2023, will be available in virtual reality headsets
and on a website. No robot needed.

At Benedict’'s summer home, a town mourns its beloved visitor

By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (AP) — The shopkeeper named her daughter after him. The parish priest
wears his old vestments. The former mayor dedicated a plaque to him on City Hall, and residents up and
down this picturesque hilltop town reminisce about hearing him play the piano behind the palace walls on
cool summer evenings.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI is particularly beloved in Castel Gandolfo, where he joined a centuries-
long list of pontiffs who summered at the papal villa overlooking Lake Alban in the hills south of Rome.
Benedict’s death has hit its residents hard, since many knew him personally, and had already said their
emotional farewells when he uttered his final words as pope from the palace’s balcony overlooking the
town square on Feb. 28, 2013.

On that night, thousands had thronged Castel Gandolfo’s main piazza and gave Benedict a thundering
round of applause as the palace’s brass-studded doors swung shut at 8 p.m., signaling the official end of
his papacy.

Benedict then began the first papal retirement in 600 years in the seclusion of the palace’s grounds,
where he waited out the conclave that elected Pope Francis. He returned to the Vatican two months later
to live his remaining years in a converted monastery in the Vatican Gardens, where he died Saturday,
nearly 10 years after that momentous night in Castel Gandolfo.

“It was really awful seeing the big door close that night,” said Stefano Carosi, who runs the coffee shop
on the main piazza, a stone’s throw from the palace entrance. “It made us realize that this pope wouldn't
be with us anymore ... that he had left us.”

It was Pope Urban VIII who had the palace built on the northern end of town in 1624, to give popes an
escape from the sweltering Roman summers. It was enlarged over succeeding pontificates to its present
size, which is now bigger than Vatican City itself.

Aside from the extensive gardens and a pool that St. John Paul II installed, the palace grounds are
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home to a working farm that supplies the Vatican with fresh dairy, eggs, honey and produce, as well as
an observatory that boasts a world-class meteorite collection.

In the decade since Benedict retired, Castel Gandolfo has had to adapt its livelihood and seasonal rhythms
to a new pope who has chosen not to vacation here. Francis has spent every summer of his papacy in
Vatican City, depriving Castel Gandolfo’s souvenir shops, restaurants and hotels of the visitors who would
pack the town each summer Sunday for noon papal blessings and then stay to enjoy a cool afternoon in
the countryside.

Francis has tried to make it up to them, opening the palace and its immaculate gardens to the public
in an extension of the Vatican Museums, where visitors can see the papal bedroom, vestments and old
uniforms of the papal court.

But even with a year-round tourism opportunity, the absence of a pope still rankles a community that
for centuries had a privileged relationship with popes, especially Benedict because of his obvious love for
the town and his decision to mark his final moments here as pope.

“When he arrived here (at the beginning of each summer) he looked very tired, but just with the two
months he spent in Castel Gandolfo he flourished again,” said Mayor Maurizio Colacchi, whose two terms
covered nearly Benedict’s entire eight-year papacy. “It was clear that the air, the atmosphere, the tranquil-
ity, the serenity were of great benefit for him.”

Colacchi recalled the visits by heads of state that turned main street into the center of the media universe
for a day, as well as Benedict’s lower-profile but more frequent visitor: his late brother, the Rev. Georg
Ratzinger, who often spent weeks visiting the pope in summer.

In one of his many papal encounters, Colacchi gave Georg honorary citizenship. In another, Colacchi
unveiled a plaque on the fagade of City Hall with a quote Benedict once uttered in expressing his love for
the town. “Here I have everything: mountains, lake and I can even see the sea, and good people,” the
plaque reads.

“We got to know him very well, in the sense that we had the fortune of appreciating him in a more direct
way than anyone else, because here everything’s smaller,” said Patriza Gasperini, whose family has run
Gasperini Souvenirs, a shop right next to the palace entrance, for three generations.

She remembered how Benedict would greet residents in the main square when he would return from
his walks in the gardens, without any bodyguards, or when he'd play his beloved Mozart in the evenings,
and passersby could hear it faintly in the main square.

“He was very, very good,” said Gasperini, whose shop still features Benedict-themed religious souvenirs
and who named her daughter, Benedetta, when she was born a few months after his 2005 election.

Benedict was remembered with prayer during several moments of the Tuesday morning Mass in the
parish church on the main square, where a large photo of him with a black ribbon across the frame was
placed next to the altar.

The parish priest, the Rev. Tadeusz Rozmus, donned a white vestment that Benedict had worn during a
Mass he celebrated for the Castel Gandolfo faithful in their church and then left behind as a gift.

“The popes who came here didn't come as guests,” Rozmus said after Mass. “This was their home.”

Transgender Missouri inmate executed for fatal stabbing

By JIM SALTER Associated Press

BONNE TERRE, Mo. (AP) — A Missouri inmate was put to death Tuesday for a 2003 killing, in what is
believed to be the first execution of a transgender woman in the U.S.

Amber McLaughlin, 49, was convicted of stalking and killing a former girlfriend, then dumping the body
near the Mississippi River in St. Louis. McLaughlin’s fate was sealed earlier Tuesday when Republican Gov.
Mike Parson declined a clemency request.

McLaughlin spoke quietly with a spiritual adviser at her side as the fatal dose of pentobarbital was in-
jected. McLaughlin breathed heavily a couple of times, then shut her eyes. She was pronounced dead a
few minutes later.
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“I am sorry for what I did,” McLaughlin said in a final, written, statement. “I am a loving and caring
person.”

A database on the website for the anti-execution Death Penalty Information Center shows that 1,558
people have been executed since the death penalty was reinstated in the mid-1970s. All but 17 of those
put to death were men. The center said there are no known previous cases of an openly transgender
inmate being executed. McLaughlin began transitioning about three years ago at the state prison in Potosi.

The clemency petition cited McLaughlin’s traumatic childhood and mental health issues, which the jury
never heard during her trial. A foster parent rubbed feces in her face when she was a toddler and her
adoptive father used a stun gun on her, according to the petition. It cited severe depression that resulted
in multiple suicide attempts, both as a child and as an adult.

The petition also included reports citing a diagnosis of gender dysphoria, a condition that causes anguish
and other symptoms as a result of a disparity between a person’s gender identity and their assigned sex
at birth. But McLaughlin’s sexual identity was “not the main focus” of the clemency request, her attorney,
Larry Komp, said.

In 2003, long before transitioning, McLaughlin was in a relationship with Beverly Guenther. After they
stopped dating, McLaughlin would show up at the suburban St. Louis office where the 45-year-old Guenther
worked, sometimes hiding inside the building, according to court records. Guenther obtained a restraining
order, and police officers occasionally escorted her to her car after work.

Guenther’s neighbors called police the night of Nov. 20, 2003, when she failed to return home. Officers
went to the office building, where they found a broken knife handle near her car and a trail of blood. A
day later, McLaughlin led police to a location near the Mississippi River in St. Louis, where the body had
been dumped. Authorities said she had been raped and stabbed repeatedly with a steak knife.

McLaughlin was convicted of first-degree murder in 2006. A judge sentenced McLaughlin to death after
a jury deadlocked on the sentence. Komp said Missouri and Indiana are the only states that allow a judge
to sentence someone to death.

A court in 2016 ordered a new sentencing hearing, but a federal appeals court panel reinstated the
death penalty in 2021.

“McLaughlin terrorized Ms. Guenther in the final years of her life, but we hope her family and loved ones
may finally have some peace,” Parson said in a written statement after the execution.

McLaughlin began transitioning about three years ago, according to Jessica Hicklin, who spent 26 years
in prison for a drug-related killing before being released a year ago. Hicklin, now 43, sued the Missouri
Department of Corrections, challenging a policy that prohibited hormone therapy for inmates who weren't
receiving it before being incarcerated. She won the lawsuit in 2018 and became a mentor to other transgen-
der inmates, including McLaughlin. McLaughlin did not receive hormone treatments, however, Komp said.

Hicklin described McLaughlin as a painfully shy person who came out of her shell after she decided to
transition.

“She always had a smile and a dad joke,” Hicklin said. “If you ever talked to her, it was always with the
dad jokes.”

The Bureau of Justice Statistics has estimated there are 3,200 transgender inmates in the nation’s
prisons and jails. Perhaps the best-known case of a transgender prisoner seeking treatment was that of
Chelsea Manning, the former Army intelligence analyst who served seven years in federal prison for leak-
ing government documents to Wikileaks until President Barack Obama commuted the sentence in 2017.
The Army agreed to pay for hormone treatments for Manning in 2015.

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Justice wrote in a court filing that state prison officials must treat an
inmate’s gender identity condition just as they would treat other medical or mental health conditions,
regardless of when the diagnosis occurred.

The only woman ever executed in Missouri was Bonnie B. Heady, put to death on Dec. 18, 1953, for
kidnapping and killing a 6-year-old boy. Heady was executed in the gas chamber, side by side with the
other kidnapper and killer, Carl Austin Hall.
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Nationally, 18 people were executed in 2022, including two in Missouri. Kevin Johnson was put to death
in November for the ambush killing of a Kirkwood, Missouri, police officer. Carman Deck was executed in
May for killing James and Zelma Long during a robbery at their home in De Soto, Missouri.

Another Missouri inmate, Leonard Taylor, is scheduled to die Feb. 7 for killing his girlfriend and her three
young children.

EXPLAINER: What to expect on Day 2 of House speaker election

By FARNOUSH AMIRI Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — What was expected to be a day of triumph for House Republicans coming into the
majority turned into chaos Tuesday as interparty fighting over who should lead them in their new reign
ended with no speaker in the rostrum.

Republicans failed to elect a speaker after Kevin McCarthy came short of overcoming opposition from
the right flank of his party following an hourslong series of votes on the first day of the new Congress.

The opposition from 20 lawmakers, including some of the chamber’s most conservative members, to
McCarthy’s speakership handicapped the House’s ability to start its work and delayed the ceremonial
swearing-in of hundreds of returning members and freshmen.

GOP lawmakers on Wednesday will try once again to elect a speaker despite uncertainty over how Mc-
Carthy could rebound after becoming the first House speaker nominee in 100 years to fail to win the gavel
with his party in the majority.

What to know as the House heads into the second day of the speaker election:

WHY IS THERE NO SPEAKER?

Needing 218 votes in the full House, McCarthy received just 203 in the first two rounds of voting on the
first day — less even than Democrat Hakeem Jeffries in the GOP-controlled chamber — and fared even
worse with 202 in round three.

A growing chorus of detractors warned for months that the California Republican did not have the votes
to win the constitutionally mandated office, which would make him second in line to the presidency. In
response, McCarthy negotiated endlessly with members, including Reps. Andy Biggs, Scott Perry and Matt
Gaetz, to win their support.

The negotiations went up until Monday night when members of the ultra-conservative Freedom Caucus
presented McCarthy with their final offer, which included demands for certain committee assignments in
exchange for their votes.

McCarthy refused to oblige, saying he had gone far enough to appease the lawmakers.

“For the last two months, we worked together as a whole conference to develop rules that empower all
members, but we're hot empowering certain members over others,” McCarthy told reporters early Tuesday.

As a result, those members and more than a dozen others openly opposed him on the floor.

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR THE CHAMBER?

Without a speaker, the House cannot fully form since that person effectively serves as the chamber’s
presiding officer and the institution’s administrative head.

Swearing in members, naming committee chairs, engaging in floor proceedings and launching oversight
investigations will all be delayed until a speaker is elected and sworn into office.

“The spotlight needs to be put on these 19 — now 20 — that are stopping the business of Congress
that we got elected to do,” Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., said. “It's on them.”

HOW WILL IT GET RESOLVED?

It remains unclear if and when McCarthy passes the threshold to become the next speaker of the House.
The current number of Republicans who have pledged support to other candidates is at 20, with some
suspecting that list will grow.
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The House is scheduled to begin another round of voting for speaker at noon on Wednesday. Once
the House is in a quorum — meaning the minimum number of members are present to proceed — the
speaker nominee from each party will be read aloud by the respective leaders before a roll-call vote to
elect a new speaker.

On Tuesday, Republicans opposing McCarthy nominated a slew of other candidates, including Biggs, Rep.
Jim Jordan of Ohio and even former Rep. Lee Zeldin of New York.

"I rise to nominate the most talented, hardest-working member of the Republican conference, who just
gave a speech with more vision that we have ever heard from the alternative,” Gaetz said Tuesday while
nominating Jordan.

To be sure, none of them reached a majority of the votes, but it was enough to detract support from
McCarthy, who in a 222-213 majority can't afford to lose more than a handful of votes.

The candidate to become speaker needs a majority of the votes from House members who are present
and voting. Every lawmaker voting “present” lowers the overall tally needed to reach a majority.

Should McCarthy come up short again on Wednesday, the clerk will repeat the roll call vote until he is
able to garner a majority or a motion to adjourn is approved.

HAS THIS EVER HAPPENED BEFORE?

The last time the House did not elect a speaker on the first ballot was 1923 when the election stretched
for nine ballots.

At the time, Republicans had won the majority despite losing a staggering 77 seats, shrinking their mar-
gin over Democrats from 171 to just 18. The majority party had named incumbent Rep. Frederick Gillett,
R-Mass., to the position, but several other candidates, including a Democrat, received votes during the
roll call.

This resulted in a series of ballots over three days before House Majority Leader Nicholas Longworth,
R-Ohio, held an emergency meeting with those opposing. Their concern, similarly to those issued against
McCarthy, was over a series of rules changes that they believed deserved a fair hearing. Longworth obliged
and the next day Gillett garnered the 215 votes he needed to remain speaker.

California seeks sterilization victims to pay reparations

By ADAM BEAM Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — About 600 people alive today can’t have children because California’s gov-
ernment sterilized them either against their will or without their knowledge, and now the state is trying
to find them so it can pay them at least $15,000 each in reparations.

But after a year of searching, the state has approved just 51 people for payments out of 310 applica-
tions. There's one year left to look before the $4.5 million program shuts down and the challenges remain
steep. State officials have denied 103 people, closed three incomplete applications and are processing 153
others — but they say it’s difficult to verify the applications as many records have been lost or destroyed.

Two groups of people are eligible for the money: Those sterilized by the government during the so-called
eugenics movement that peaked during the 1930s and a smaller group who were victimized while in state
prisons about a decade ago.

“We try to find all the information we can and sometimes we just have to hope that somebody maybe
can find more detailed information on their own,” said Lynda Gledhill, executive officer of the California
Victims’ Compensation Board that oversees the program. “"We're just sometimes not able to verify what
happened.”

California in 2021 was the third state to approve a reparations program for forced sterilizations, joining
North Carolina and Virginia. But California was the first state to also include more recent victims from its
state prison system.

The eugenics movement sought to prevent some people with mental illness or physical disabilities from
being able to have children. California had the nation’s largest forced sterilization program, sterilizing about
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20,000 people beginning in 1909. It was so well known that it later inspired practices in Nazi Germany.
The state did not repeal its eugenics law until 1979.

Of the 45 people approved for reparations so far, just three were sterilized during the eugenics era. With
surviving victims from that time in their 80s, 90s and beyond, state officials have sent posters and fact
sheets to 1,000 skilled nursing homes and 500 libraries across the state in hopes of reaching more of them.

The state also signed a $280,000 contract in October with JP Marketing, based in Fresno, to launch
a social media campaign that will run through the end of 2023. The biggest push will begin this month,
when the state will pay for TV and radio ads in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Sacramento that will run
through next October.

The hope is that victims’ friends or relatives will see the ads and help their loved one apply for the pro-
gram. Only victims are eligible for payments. But if a victim dies after being approved but before receiving
the total payment, they can designate a beneficiary — such as a family member — to receive the money.

“We take that mission very seriously to find these folks,” Gledhill said. “Nothing we can do can make up
for what happened to them.”

The second group of people eligible for reparations were sterilized in California prisons. A state audit
found 144 women were sterilized between 2005 and 2013 with little or no evidence they were counseled
or offered alternative treatments. State lawmakers responded by passing a law in 2014 to ban sterilizations
in prison for birth control purposes while still allowing for other medically necessary procedures.

It's been much easier to find records verifying those victims, as their procedures happened recently.
State officials have sent letters to inmates believed to have been sterilized and urged them to apply while
also putting up fliers in state prisons advertising the program.

Wendy Carrillo, a Democratic member of the California Assembly who pushed to get the program ap-
proved, said she will ask lawmakers to extend the application deadline beyond 2023. She wants to give
victims more time to apply, and she wants to expand the program to include victims who were sterilized
at county-funded hospitals. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors apologized in 2018 after more
than 200 women were sterilized at the Los Angeles-USC Medical Center between 1968 and 1974.

“I'm not thrilled with the numbers that we are seeing so far, but I believe that as we exit out of COVID
and we begin to fully work at our full capacity — meaning that we are able to do community meetings
and in-person meetings and more direct outreach other than behind a computer and through Zoom —
things will change,” she said.

Finding inmates who were sterilized is still a challenge, Gledhill said. “It's a population that may not be
very trusting of government, given what happened to them.”

One of those people is Moonlight Pulido, who was serving a life sentence for premediated attempted
murder. While in prison in 2005, Pulido said a doctor told her he needed to remove two “growths” that
could be cancer. She signed a form and had surgery. Later, something didn't feel right. She was constantly
sweating and not feeling like herself. She asked a nurse, who told her she had had a full hysterectomy, a
procedure that removes the uterus and the cervix, and sometimes other parts of the reproductive system.

Pulido was shocked. She was 41-years-old at the time, already had children and was serving a life sen-
tence. But she said the doctor took her right to start another family — something that deeply affected her.

“I'm Native American, and we as women, we're grounded to Mother Earth. We're the only life-givers,
we're the only ones that can give life and he stole that blessing from me,” she said. "I felt like less than
a woman.”

Pulido was released on parole in January of 2022. Working with the advocacy group Coalition for Women
Prisoners, she applied for reparations and was approved for a $15,000 payment.

"I sat there and I looked at it and I cried. I cried because I have never had that much money ever in
my life,” she said.

Pulido could get more money. The state has $4.5 million for reparations and whatever is left over once
the program ends will be divided up evenly among approved victims.

Pulido said she spent some of the money fixing up a car someone gave her when she got out of prison.
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She’s trying to save the rest. Known as DeAnna Henderson for most of her life, Pulido said she changed
her name shortly before being released from prison — taking inspiration from gazing at the moon outside
the window of her cell.

“DeAnna was a very hurt little girl that carried a lot of hurt baggage, and I got tired of carrying all that
around,” she said. “T've lived in the darkness for so long I want to be part of the light that’s going to be
part of my name.”

‘Varsity Blues’ mastermind faces sentencing for college scam

By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — The mastermind of the nationwide college admissions bribery scandal is set to be
sentenced on Wednesday after helping authorities secure the convictions of a slew of wealthy parents
involved in his scheme to rig the selection process at top-tier schools.

Federal prosecutors are asking for six years behind bars for Rick Singer, who for more than a decade
helped deep-pocketed parents get their often undeserving kids get into some of the nation’s most selec-
tive schools with bogus test scores and athletic credentials.

The scandal embarrassed elite universities across the country, put a spotlight on the secretive admissions
system already seen as rigged in favor of the rich and laid bare the measures some parents will take to
get their kids into the school of their choice.

Singer, 62, began secretly cooperating with investigators and worked with the FBI to record hundreds
of phone calls and meetings before the arrest of dozens of parents and athletic coaches in March 2019.
More than 50 people — including popular TV actresses and prominent businessmen — were ultimately
convicted in the case authorities dubbed Operation Varsity Blues.

In the nearly four years since the scandal exploded into newspaper headlines, Singer remained out of
jail and kept largely silent publicly. He was never called as a witness by prosecutors in the cases that went
to trial, but will get a chance to address the court before the judge hands down his sentence in Boston
federal court.

In a letter to the judge, Singer blamed his actions on his “winning at all costs” attitude, which he said
was caused in part by suppressed childhood trauma. His lawyer is requesting three years of probation, or
if the judge deems prison time necessary, six months behind bars.

“By ignoring what was morally, ethically, and legally right in favor of winning what I perceived was the
college admissions ‘game,’ I have lost everything,” Singer wrote.

Singer pleaded guilty in 2019 — on the same day the massive case became public — to charges includ-
ing racketeering conspiracy and money laundering conspiracy. Dozens of others ultimately pleaded guilty
to charges, while two parents were convicted at trial.

Authorities blew the lid off the scandal after an executive under investigation for an unrelated securities
fraud scheme told investigators that a Yale soccer coach had offered to help his daughter get into the
school in exchange for cash. The Yale coach led authorities to Singer, whose cooperation unraveled the
sprawling scheme.

For years, Singer paid off entrance exam administrators or proctors to inflate students’ test scores and
bribed athletic coaches to designate applicants as recruits for sports they sometimes didn't even play,
seeking to boost their chances of getting into the school. Singer took in more than $25 million from his
clients, paid bribes totaling more than $7 million, and used more than $15 million of his clients” money for
his own benefit, according to prosecutors.

“He was the architect and mastermind of a criminal enterprise that massively corrupted the integrity of
the college admissions process — which already favors those with wealth and privilege — to a degree never
before seen in this country,” prosecutors wrote in court documents.

If the judge agrees with prosecutors, it would be by far the longest sentence handed down in the case.
So far, the toughest punishment has gone to former Georgetown University tennis coach Gordon Ernst,
who got 2 1/2 years in prison for pocketing more than $3 million in bribes.
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Others ensnared in the scandal included “Full House” actor Lori Loughlin, her fashion designer husband
Mossimo Giannulli, and “Desperate Housewives” star Felicity Huffman. The federal appeals court in Boston
is considering a challenge to the convictions of two other parents who were found guilty at trial.

One parent, who wasn't accused of working with Singer, was acquitted on all counts stemming from
accusations that he bribed Ernst to get his daughter into the school. And a judge ordered a new trial for
former University of Southern California water polo Jovan Vavic, who was convicted of accepting bribes.

US reopening visa and consular services at embassy in Cuba

By MEGAN JANETSKY Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) — The United States Embassy in Cuba is reopening visa and consular services Wednesday,
the first time it has done so since a spate of unexplained health incidents among diplomatic staff in 2017
slashed the American presence in Havana.

The Embassy confirmed this week it will begin processing immigrant visas, with a priority placed on
permits to reunite Cubans with family in the U.S., and others like the diversity visa lottery.

The resumption comes amid the greatest migratory flight from Cuba in decades, which has placed pres-
sure on the Biden administration to open more legal pathways to Cubans and start a dialogue with the
Cuban government, despite a historically tense relationship.

They are anticipated to give out at least 20,000 visas a year, though it’s just a drop in the bucket of the
migratory tide, which is fueled by intensifying economic and political crises on the island.

In late December, U.S. authorities reported stopping Cubans 34,675 times along the Mexico border in
November, up 21% from 28,848 times in October.

Month-to-month, that number has gradually risen. Cubans are now the second-largest nationality after
Mexicans appearing on the border, U.S. Customs and Border Protection data shows.

The growing migration is due to a complex array of factors, including economic, energy and political
crises, as well deep discontent among Cubans.

While the vast majority of Cuban migrants head to the U.S. via flights to Nicaragua and cross by land at
the U.S. border with Mexico, thousands more have also taken a dangerous voyage by sea. They travel 90
miles to the Florida coast, often arriving in rickety, precariously constructed boats packed with migrants.

The exodus from Cuba is also compounded by rising migration to the U.S. from other countries like Haiti
and Venezuela, forcing the U.S. government to grapple with a growingly complex situation on its southern
border.

The renewal of visa work at the embassy comes after a series of migration talks and visits by U.S. officials
to Havana in recent months, and may also be the sign of a slow thawing between the two governments.

“Engaging in these talks underscores our commitment to pursuing constructive discussions with the
government of Cuba where appropriate to advance U.S. interests,” the U.S. Embassy said in a statement
in November following an American delegation’s visit to Cuba.

The small steps are far cry from relations under President Barack Obama, who eased many American
Cold War-era sanctions during his time in office and made a historic visit to the island in 2016.

Visa and consular services were closed on the island in 2017 after embassy staff were affflicted in a
series of health incidents, alleged sonic attacks that remain largely unexplained.

As a result, many Cubans who wanted to legally migrate to the U.S. have had to fly to places like Guyana
to do so before migrating or reuniting with family.

While relations have always been tense between Cuba and the U.S., they were heightened following the
embassy closure and the Trump administration’s tightening of sanctions on Cuba.

Under President Joe Biden, the U.S. has eased some restrictions on things like remittances and family
travel from Miami to Cuba, but has fallen short of hopes by many in Cuba that a Biden presidency would
return the island to its “Obama era.”

Restrictions on tourist travel to Cuba, and imports and exports of many goods, remain in place.

Also kindling tensions has been the Cuban government’s harsh treatment of participants in the island’s
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2021 protests, including hefty prison sentences doled out to minors, a constant point of criticism by the
Biden administration.

Cuban officials have repeatedly expressed optimism about talks with the U.S. and steps to reopen visa
services. Cuban Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Carlos Cossio said in November that ensuring migration
through safe and legal pathways is a "mutual objective” by both countries.

But Cossio also blamed the flight of tens of thousands from the island on U.S. sanctions, saying that
“there’s no doubt that a policy meant to depress the living standards of a population is a direct driver of
migration.”

Asian stock markets gain ahead of Fed update

By JOE McDONALD AP Business Writer

BEIJING (AP) — Asian stock markets rose Wednesday ahead of the release of minutes from a Federal
Reserve meeting that investors hope might show the U.S. central bank is moderating its plans for more
interest rate hikes to cool inflation.

Shanghai, Hong Kong, Seoul and Sydney advanced. Tokyo retreated. QOil prices were little-changed.

Wall Street fell Tuesday in the year’s first trading day after recording its biggest annual decline in 14
years in 2022.

Traders worry the Fed and other central banks might be willing to push the world into recession to
extinguish inflation that is at multi-decade highs. They hope minutes due out Wednesday from the Fed'’s
December meeting might show policymakers are reducing or delaying planned rate hikes due to signs
economic activity is slowing.

“While the Fed expects to keep rates higher for longer, markets continue to push back, betting on easier
policy,” Rubeela Faroogi and John Silvia of High-Frequency Economics said in a report. However, they said,
“we do not think a pivot to rate cuts is likely this year.”

The Shanghai Composite Index gained 0.4% to 3,128.38 while the Nikkei 225 in Tokyo sank 1.4% to
25,724.66. The Hang Seng in Hong Kong rose 2.2% to 20,581.92.

The Kospi in Seoul advanced 1.2% to 2,244.47 and Sydney’s S&P-ASX 200 was 1.4% higher at 7,043.90.
New Zealand and Singapore advanced while Jakarta declined.

On Wall Street, the benchmark S&P 500 index lost 0.4% to 3,824.14.

The S&P 500 shed a 1% gain and finished 0.4% lower. The Dow Jones Industrial Average slipped less
than 0.1% to 33,136.37. The Nasdaq composite dropped 0.8% to 10,386.98.

Technology stocks were among the biggest weights on the market. Apple fell 3.7%, leaving its market
value below $2 trillion for the first time since March 8, 2021. Shares in the iPhone maker fell nearly 27%
in 2022, their first annual decline in four years.

On top of concerns about inflation, investors worry about the impact of Russia’s war against Ukraine and
China's COVID-19 outbreaks.

The Fed’s key lending rate stands at a range of 4.25% to 4.5%, up from close to zero following seven
increases last year.

The U.S. central bank forecasts that it will reach a range of 5% to 5.25% by the end of 2023. It isn't
calling for a rate cut before 2024.

The U.S. government is due to release December employment figures Thursday. Those are expected to
show a decline in hiring. Investors hope that will encourage the Fed to lower or delay possible rate hikes.

The central bank’s next policy decision on interest rates is set for Feb. 1.

Investors also are looking for corporate profit reports in mid-January. Analysts polled by FactSet expect
earnings for companies in the S&P 500 to slip during the fourth quarter and remain flat for the first half
of 2023.

In energy markets, benchmark U.S. crude shed 5 cents to $76.88 per barrel in electronic trading on the
New York Mercantile Exchange. The contract fell $3.33 to $76.93 on Tuesday. Brent crude, the price basis
for international oil trading, gained 15 cents to $82.25 per barrel in London. It lost $3.81 the previous
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session to $82.10.
The dollar edged up to 130.80 yen from Tuesday’s 131.03 yen. The euro advanced to $1.0570 from $1.0547.

McCarthy vows to stay in speaker’s race, with Trump backing

By LISA MASCARO, FARNOUSH AMIRI and KEVIN FREKING Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican leader Kevin McCarthy said late Tuesday there’s no scenario in which
he'll drop his bid to become House speaker despite failing to win multiple rounds of voting, a historic defeat
that brought the first day of the new Congress to an abrupt, messy end.

McCarthy promised to fight to the finish — encouraged, he said, by a phone call from Donald Trump —
despite a highly uncertain path ahead amid opposition from the chamber’s most conservative members.
Needing 218 votes in the full House, McCarthy got just 203 votes in two rounds — less even than Demo-
crat Hakeem Jeffries in the GOP-controlled chamber — and fared even worse with in round three, losing
20 Republican colleagues.

“Today, is that the day I wanted to have? No,” McCarthy told reporters at the Capitol after a series of
late-night closed-door meetings.

McCarthy said Trump wants him to stay in the race and told him to bring an end to the House Republican
disarray and pull the party together.

The former president “wants to see the Republicans united to be able to accomplish the exact things
we said we'd do,” McCarthy said.

Asked if he would drop out, McCarthy said, “It's not going to happen.”

It was a tumultuous start to the new Congress and pointed to difficulties ahead with Republicans now
in control of the House.

Tensions flared among the new House majority, and all other business came to a halt. Lawmakers’ fami-
lies waited around, as what’s normally a festive day descended into chaos, with kids playing in the aisles
or squirming in parents’ arms.

Without a speaker, the House cannot fully form — swearing in its members, naming its committee chair-
men, engaging in floor proceedings and launching investigations of the Biden administration.

The House agreed to return at noon Wednesday to try again.

But it was not at all clear how the embattled GOP leader could rebound after becoming the first House
speaker nominee in 100 years to fail to win the gavel with his party in the majority.

A new generation of conservative Republicans, many aligned with Trump’s Make America Great Again
agenda, want to upend business as usual in Washington, and were committed to stopping McCarthy’s rise
without concessions to their priorities.

“Kevin McCarthy is not going to be a speaker,” declared Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., one of the holdouts.

As the spectacle of voting dragged on, McCarthy’s backers implored the holdouts to fall in line.

“We all came here to get things done,” the second-ranking Republican, Rep. Steve Scalise, said in a
speech urging his colleagues to drop their protest.

Railing against Democratic President Joe Biden’s agenda, Scalise, himself a possible GOP compromise
choice, said, "We can't start fixing those problems until we elect Kevin McCarthy our next speaker.”

But the holdouts forced a third and final round of voting before Republican leaders quickly adjourned.

“The American people are watching, and it's a good thing,” said Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, who nominated
fellow conservative Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio as an alternative for speaker.

It was the second time conservatives pushed forward a reluctant Jordan, the McCarthy rival-turned-ally,
who earlier had risen to urge his colleagues — even those who backed Jordan — to vote for McCarthy.

“We have to rally around him, come together,” Jordan said.

In all, a core group of 19 Republicans — and then 20 — voted for Jordan.

Smiling through it all, McCarthy appeared intent on simply trying to wear down his colleagues. Earlier,
he strode into the chamber, posed for photos and received a standing ovation from many on his side of
the aisle. He was nominated by the third-ranking Republican, Rep. Elise Stefanik of New York, who said
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the Californian from gritty Bakersfield “has what it takes” to lead the House.

But a challenge was quickly raised by Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz., a conservative former leader of the
Freedom Caucus, who was nominated by a fellow conservative as speaker.

The mood was tense, at least on the Republican side, as lawmakers rose from their seats, in lengthy
in-person voting. Democrats were upbeat as they cast their own historic votes for their leader, Jeffries
of New York.

In the first-round tally, McCarthy won 203 votes, with 10 for Biggs and nine for other Republicans. In
the second, it was 203 for McCarthy and 19 for Jordan. On the third vote, McCarthy had 202 to Jordan’s
20. Democrat Jeffries had the most, 212 votes, but no nominee won a majority.

“The one thing that’s clear is he doesn't have the votes,” Rep. Byron Donalds, R-Fla., told CNN before
joining with those voting for McCarthy. “"At some point, as a conference, we're gonna have to figure out
who does.”

The standoff over McCarthy has been building since Republicans appeared on track to win the House
majority in the midterm elections in November. A new generation of Trump-aligned Republicans led the
opposition to McCarthy, believing he’s neither conservative enough nor tough enough to battle Democrats.

While the Senate remains in Democratic hands, barely, House Republicans are eager to confront Biden
after two years of the Democrats controlling both houses of Congress.

After a private GOP morning meeting, a core group of conservatives led by the Freedom Caucus and
aligned with Trump were furious, calling the meeting a “beat down” by McCarthy allies and remaining
steadfast in their opposition to the GOP leader.

“There’s one person who could have changed all this,” said Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa., the chairman of the
Freedom Caucus and a leader of Trump’s effort to challenge the 2020 presidential election.

The group said McCarthy had refused the group’s last-ditch demand for rules changes in a meeting late
Monday at the Capitol.

“If you want to drain the swamp you can't put the biggest alligator in control of the exercise,” said Rep.
Matt Gaetz, R-Fla.

McCarthy’s backers grew angry as well. Rep. Dusty Johnson, R-S.D., a leader of a more pragmatic con-
servative group, said “frustration was rising” with the minority faction opposing McCarthy.

As the day began, outgoing House Speaker Nancy Pelosi gaveled closed the last session, moving aside
for new House leadership in her Democratic Party, to a standing ovation from colleagues on her side of
the aisle.

The chaplain opened with a prayer seeking to bring the 118th Congress to life.

Democrats enthusiastically nominated Jeffries, who is taking over as party leader, as their choice for
speaker — a typically symbolic gesture for the minority but one that took on new importance with Re-
publicans at odds with each other.

“A Latino is nominating in this chamber a Black man for our leader for the first time in American history,”
said Rep. Pete Aguilar of California, the third-ranking Democrat, in nominating his colleague.

But there was only negative history for the Republicans. as McCarthy fell short, even with an endorse-
ment from Trump.

Next steps are uncertain. Scalise could be a next choice, a conservative widely liked by his colleagues
and seen by some as a hero after surviving a gunshot wound suffered during a congressional baseball
game practice in 2017.

A speaker’s contest last went multiple rounds in 1923.

This year’s Republican deadlock was in stark contrast to the other side of the Capitol, where Senate
GOP leader Mitch McConnell will officially become the chamber’s longest-serving party leader in history.
Democrat Chuck Schumer of New York will remain majority leader.

Despite being in the minority in the Senate, where Democrats hold a slim 51-49 majority, McConnell could
prove to be a viable partner as Biden seeks bipartisan victories in the new era of divided government.
The two men are expected to appear together Wednesday in the GOP leader’s home state of Kentucky
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to celebrate federal infrastructure investment in a vital bridge that connects Kentucky and Ohio.

NFL players, communities rally for Bills safety Damar Hamlin

By JOHN WAWROW AP Sports Writer

With tears beginning to well, Tennessee Titans linebacker Rashad Weaver shook his head and lowered it
to his knees, his body swaying as he tried to express what it was like watching friend and former college
teammate Damar Hamlin having to be resuscitated back to life on the football field.

"I don't know, man,” Weaver said Tuesday after sobbing uncontrollably at his locker. “I missed exactly
what happened but like five seconds later, seeing the first replay of it, just kind of like everybody else
sitting there and holding your breath and figure out what happened.”

Weaver’s reaction was that of most everyone watching from home and on the field in Cincinnati on
Monday night, when Hamlin, the Buffalo Bills safety, collapsed while going into cardiac arrest after making
what appeared to be a routine tackle.

As the second-year Bills player lay sedated in a hospital bed with his family by his side at University of
Cincinnati Medical Center, where he remained in critical condition, Hamlin’s competitive and giving spirit
was not lost on those who know him.

Dorrian Glenn, Hamlin's uncle, told CNN in a televised interview outside the hospital Tuesday that Hamlin
needed to have his heart re-started twice -- once on the field, and again after he arrived at the hospital.
Glenn also provided those details to other outlets, including ESPN and NFL Network.

“They were resuscitating him on the field before they brought him in the hospital and then resuscitated
him a second time when he got to the hospital,” Glenn told CNN. “I just want to show my gratitude for
the medical staff that were on hand because if not for them, my nephew probably wouldn't even be here.”

Glenn said he was watching the game with some relatives in Pittsburgh. He arrived in Cincinnati early
Tuesday; the cities are about 300 miles apart.

“I never cried so hard in my life,” Glenn said. “Just to know, like, my nephew basically died on the field
and they brought him back to life. I mean, it’s just heartbreaking.”

Glenn said there were some encouraging signs, such as doctors lowering the level of oxygen Hamlin
needs from 100% to 50%.

“He’s still sedated right now,” Glenn told CNN. “They just want him to have a better chance of recovering
better. So, they feel that if he's sedated, his body can heal a lot faster than if he was woke and possibly
cause other complications.”

The chilling scene of Hamlin’s collapse, which played out in front of a North American television audience
on ESPN’s "Monday Night Football,” has put the NFL on hold, with the game suspended. That sparked an
outpouring of support in placing Hamlin’s life ahead of sports, and pushed to the forefront the generous
person he is.

“He has his own clothing brand called Chasing M’s, which is about chasing your dreams and chasing
millions,” said Weaver, who spent four years playing alongside Hamlin at the University of Pittsburgh. “And
that’s everybody’s goal in life, reaching your dreams.”

Players and fans from across the NFL rallied to Hamlin’s support, with vigils held in Cincinnati and outside
the Bills” home stadium. The shock of what happened also reverberated in Pittsburgh, where the 24-year-
old Hamlin grew up and was determined to give back to those in need.

“Damar is a hero to thousands of Pittsburgh kids,” Pitt football coach Pat Narduzzi said in a statement.
“Damar, we love you. We are praying for you. Pittsburgh’s always had your back. And now it’s obvious the
entire country has your back, too.”

The Bills said Hamlin spent the night in intensive care after his heart stopped when tackling receiver
Tee Higgins in the opening quarter against the Bengals. Medical staff restored his heartbeat during frantic
moments on the field before he was loaded into an ambulance, where he was joined by his mother, with
teary-eyed players and coaches on both teams watching helplessly.

“First and foremost, the Bengals continue to send thoughts and prayers to Damar Hamlin and his fam-
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ily. Our hearts are with everyone in this unprecedented time — what we can do is support one another,
Bengals president Mike Brown said in a statement.

In Buffalo, the Bills changed their social media avatar to that of Hamlin’s No. 3 jersey with the words
“Pray For Damar.” The other 31 teams and the NFL quickly followed suit.

While some Bills players stayed in Cincinnati to be with their teammate, the rest returned home early
Tuesday, when they were greeted by a handful of fans watching silently from the side of the road outside
Buffalo Niagara International Airport.

The Bills took the day off and were unsure when they might resume practicing, putting Hamlin above
everything else, including their quest to clinch the AFC's top seed.

The NFLs schedule is now in flux after the game between Buffalo (12-3) and Cincinnati (11-4) — a show-
down with AFC playoff race implications — was postponed indefinitely.

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell informed both teams that their game would not resume this week.
No decision has been made on whether it will be played at a later date, with the league not making any
changes to its Week 18 schedule, a week before the playoffs are set to begin.

Numerous NFL teams canceled their media availabilities, including the New England Patriots, who are
scheduled to travel to Buffalo for the teams’ season finales on Sunday.

“Please pray for our brother,” quarterback Josh Allen posted in a tweet.

Added offensive lineman Rodger Saffold: “He is more than an athlete. He is a son and brother. And I
pray God gives him mercy and brings him back to us.”

Hamlin is from McKees Rocks, a hardscrabble exurb of Pittsburgh, and was selected by Buffalo in the
sixth round of the 2021 draft. He spent his rookie season limited to special teams roles, and took over the
starting job in Week 3 in place of veteran Micah Hyde, who remains sidelined by a neck injury.

Overnight, Hamlin went from being a relatively unknown second-year player to receiving an international
outpouring of support.

His Chasing M’s Foundation eclipsed its modest goal of raising $2,500, exceeding $5 million by Tuesday
evening.

Bills and Bengals fans gathered at the hospital immediately following the postponement of the game,
with many returning on Tuesday.

Elena Weiler, 33, from Amelia, Ohio, and Billy Jeffers held a sign that said “Pray for Hamlin 3" with
candles in front.

“It don't matter if you're a Bengals fan or a Bills fan, we're here to show our support,” said Jeffers, who
was wearing a Bengals sweatshirt.

The Bills now face perhaps their most difficult hurdle in a calendar year filled with on- and off-field ad-
versity. The team has seen its schedule disrupted twice by major snowstorms in the past month, including
a blizzard that led to at least 40 deaths in the region over Christmas. The Bills also rallied to support the
community in the aftermath of a racist shooting rampage that left 10 dead at a Buffalo supermarket in May.

On Tuesday, it was the region’s turn to rally for the team on both sides of the New York-Ontario border.

The Ontario-based Niagara Parks commission announced it will illuminate Niagara Falls in blue in honor
of Hamlin.

“Our collective thoughts are with him, his family, his team and the City of Buffalo,” the commission wrote.

14

FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried pleads not guilty to fraud

By LARRY NEUMEISTER Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried pleaded not guilty in Manhattan federal court
Tuesday to charges that he cheated investors and looted customer deposits on his cryptocurrency trading
platform as a judge set a tentative trial date for October.

Bankman-Fried, 30, denied charges accusing him of illegally diverting massive sums of customer money
from FTX to make lavish real estate purchases, donate money to politicians and make risky trades at
Alameda Research, his cryptocurrency hedge fund trading firm.



Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 40 of 60

Bankman-Fried’s attorney, Mark Cohen, announced his client’s plea, saying: “He pleads not guilty to all
counts.”

Afterward, Judge Lewis A. Kaplan set a tentative trial date of Oct. 2, saying he might move it forward
or backward a day or two. A prosecutor estimated it would take the government a month to present its
case to a jury, while a defense lawyer projected putting on a case lasting two to three weeks.

Wearing a backpack, Bankman-Fried marched through a crush of cameras as he entered the courthouse
on a rainy day to make his first appearance before Kaplan. In the courtroom, Bankman-Fried appeared
relaxed through most of the half-hour-long proceeding, occasionally speaking to a lawyer next to him.
When he left court, he did not speak to reporters outside.

After Bankman Fried pleaded not guilty, the judge discussed with lawyers a schedule for proceeding
toward trial, setting April dates for defense lawyers to submit arguments challenging the validity of the
charges and for prosecutors to respond to them. Oral arguments were set for May 18.

The judge also added to Bankman-Fried’s bail conditions by banning him from accessing or transfer-
ring cryptocurrency or assets of FTX or Alameda Research or any assets purchased with funds from the
companies.

He did so after Assistant U.S. Attorney Danielle Sassoon said Bankman-Fried had worked with foreign
regulators to transfer FTX assets to them after FTX declared bankruptcy and he knew U.S. bankruptcy
authorities were also interested in those assets.

Sassoon said Bankman-Fried expressed to a co-conspirator that he knew there was competition between
U.S. bankruptcy authorities and foreign regulators and he wanted to get the assets to the foreign regula-
tors in part because he thought they’d be more lenient with him and he might be able to regain control
of his business.

Cohen, though, insisted that Bankman-Fried had not personally transferred any assets and that anything
that was moved came at the insistence of a court in the Bahamas that ordered it to occur.

Sassoon, noting FTX was the second largest cryptocurrency exchange, also told the judge that the
government hoped to create a website for victims of the fraud, rather than notify them individually since
they might number over one million.

Prior to Bankman-Fried’s appearance, his lawyers sent a letter to the judge, saying Bankman-Fried’s par-
ents — both Stanford Law School professors, in recent weeks have become the target of “intense media
scrutiny, harassment, and threats. They said the parents had received “a steady stream of threatening
correspondence, including communications expressing a desire that they suffer physical harm.”

As a result, the lawyers asked that the names be redacted on court documents for two individuals who
were lined up to sign Bankman-Fried’s $250 million personal recognizance bond. Bankman-Fried was re-
leased with electronic monitoring about two weeks ago on the condition that he await trial at his parents’
house in Palo Alto, California.

The judge allowed the names to remain secret for now, but he said he may reconsider his decision if
members of the media or others object.

Carolyn Ellison, 28, who ran Alameda, and Gary Wang, 29, who co-founded FTX, have pleaded guilty to
fraud charges and are cooperating with prosecutors in a bid for leniency. Both are free on bail.

Their pleas were kept secret until Bankman-Fried was in the air after his extradition from the Bahamas,
where FTX is based, due to fears that he might flee.

Shortly before Bankman-Fried’s arraignment, U.S. Attorney Damian Williams announced that he was
launching a task force made up of senior prosecutors in his office to investigate and prosecute matters
related to the FTX collapse. He said the task force also will work to trace and recover victim assets.

“The Southern District of New York is working around the clock to respond to the implosion of FTX,”
Williams said in a press release. “It is an all-hands-on-deck moment. We are launching the SDNY FTX
Task Force to ensure that this urgent work continues, powered by all of SDNY’s resources and expertise,
until justice is done.”
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NFL balances emotions, tight schedule after Hamlin shock

By ROB MAADDI AP Pro Football Writer

The NFL pushed ahead Tuesday with a difficult balancing act, navigating players’ emotions after Buffalo
safety Damar Hamlin’s shocking cardiac arrest with a tight playoff schedule and emphasizing Hamlin's
health was its main focus.

The league informed the Buffalo Bills and Cincinnati Bengals that their game, suspended Monday night,
would not be resumed this week while the Week 18 schedule remained unchanged, for now.

No decision regarding the possible resumption of the pivotal Bills-Bengals game has been made. The
game was suspended in the first quarter when Hamlin suffered the cardiac arrest after making a tackle.

The 24-year-old Hamlin remained in critical condition a day after the Bills said his heart stopped following
the seemingly routine play. Hamlin tackled Bengals wide receiver Tee Higgins, who led with his shoulder,
then briefly got up before collapsing.

Medical staff restored his heartbeat during frantic moments on the field before he was loaded into an
ambulance. Players from both teams were crying and praying during an emotional scene in front of a
national television audience.

“Damar experienced cardiac arrest and was promptly resuscitated by on-site club physicians and inde-
pendent medical personnel, all of whom are highly trained in implementing the plans for medical emergen-
cies,” NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said in a letter sent to all teams, and obtained by The Associated
Press. “Damar was stabilized and transported to the University of Cincinnati Medical Center, a Level One
trauma center, where he remains in the ICU."”

Hamlin’s uncle, Dorrian Glenn, told CNN and other outlets that Hamlin had to have his heart re-started
twice — once on the field, and again after he arrived at the hospital. He said there were some encourag-
ing signs for his nephew on Tuesday, such as doctors lowering the level of oxygen Hamlin needs from
100% to 50%.

Goodell informed the clubs that Dr. Nyaka NiiLampti had sent each team’s clinician and head of player
engagement information about mental health and support resources available to players and staff.

“Additional resources including on-site services can be available for any club that wishes this assistance,”
Goodell said.

Goodell told teams they would be promptly advised of any changes to this weekend’s schedule.

Several teams canceled media availabilities, including the New England Patriots. They are scheduled to
face the Bills on Sunday.

The Tennessee Titans and Jacksonville Jaguars practiced ahead of their game to determine the AFC
South champion on Saturday night.

“Oh, I don't have no hesitation,” Titans two-time Pro Bowl defensive tackle Jeffery Simmons said about
playing. "But me personally, it's one of them things when you get shook up.”

Simmons said his 15-year-old cousin, Jason “]J” Hatcher, died Dec. 18 from a heart issue during a foot-
ball practice. The teen, who was a sophomore at Hebron High School in Carrollton, Texas, is the son of
former 10-year NFL veteran defensive end Jason Hatcher, who spent the last eight seasons of his career
with the Dallas Cowboys.

Simmons received a call informing him of his cousin’s death before the Titans played a late afternoon
game in Los Angeles, a 17-14 loss to the Chargers.

“We just can't take this game for granted because you never know,” Simmons said. “Sometimes we just
get sidetracked. ... But the real reason why we play this game and sometimes we forget that, ... we're
playing for each other. We're playing for our family. And most of all, just playing for ourselves because it's
all we've been knowing all our whole life.”

“And I'm sure that young man, it’s all he knew his whole life,” Simmons said of Hamlin. “You just never
know when your last night may be. So there’s just one thing you just can't take for granted. And I'm pray-
ing for him and his family.”

Titans coach Mike Vrabel and Pittsburgh Steelers coach Mike Tomlin said they hadn’t had any discussions
with the league about postponing this week’s games.
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Aaron Rodgers, the reigning two-time NFL MVP, said he was “shook up.”

“Your football mortality just comes right face to face. One of your brothers in the fraternity of the NFL
is fighting for his life right now,” the Green Bay Packers’ quarterback said on his weekly appearance on
“The Pat McAfee Show” on YouTube and SiriusXM.

“I've been part of a few games where they’ve carted guys off and we've had players with neck injuries.
It shakes you to the core. That's injuries where they’re awake and alert, and many of them give thumbs
up or what not, and it still shakes you. It's like 10-, sometimes 15-minute delays on the field and, ‘All right,
go back out and play,” even though your buddy might not ever play again and we're hoping he can walk.
It's a weird feeling.”

“In this situation, this is unprecedented, definitely in my time. ... I've never seen something where a
player had to be given CPR on the field and supposedly didnt have a pulse.” Rodgers said. "I thought,
‘There’s no way. They're going to go back in the locker room and then come out and play. What? That
can’t happen.”

The NFL disputed a television report that both teams were told to resume play after a five-minute warmup.
“It never crossed our mind to talk about warming up to resume play,” league executive Troy Vincent said.

The Kansas City Chiefs practiced Tuesday for their Saturday afternoon game against the Las Vegas Raid-
ers. The Chiefs (13-3) are battling with the Bills (12-3) and Bengals (11-4) for the No. 1 seed in the AFC.

Thus, the outcome of the Bills-Bengals game has major playoff implications. The Bills entered the game
in the top spot while the Bengals had a chance to clinch the AFC North with a victory and also were in
the mix for the No. 1 seed along with Kansas City.

The Bengals led 7-3 in the first quarter when the game was stopped. The NFL is scheduled to begin
playoffs on Jan. 14. The No. 1 seed in each conference gets a first-round bye and home-field advantage
throughout the playoffs.

It's uncertain how the league will handle seedings if the Bills-Bengals game isnt concluded. The NFL
could push the start of the playoffs back one week and eliminate the extra week in between the confer-
ence championship games and Super Bowl. The Pro Bowl Games are scheduled for Feb. 5.

NFL teams changed their avatars on Twitter to a blue Bills background with Hamlin’s No. 3 and the
words: “Pray for Damar.”

FDA finalizes rule expanding availability of abortion pills

By MATTHEW PERRONE AP Health Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday finalized a rule change that broadens
availability of abortion pills to many more pharmacies, including large chains and mail-order companies.

The Biden administration partially implemented the change last year, announcing it would no longer en-
force a long-standing requirement that women pick up the medicine in person. Tuesday’s action formally
updates the drug’s labeling to allow many more retail pharmacies to dispense the pills, so long as they
complete a certification process.

The change could expand access at both brick-and-mortar stores and online pharmacies. Women can
get a prescription via telehealth consultation with a health professional, and then receive the pills through
the mail, where permitted by law.

Still, the rule change’s impact has been blunted by numerous state laws limiting abortion broadly and
the pills specifically. Legal experts foresee years of court battles over access to the pills, as abortion-rights
proponents bring test cases to challenge state restrictions.

For more than 20 years, the FDA labeling had limited dispensing to a subset of specialty offices and
clinics, due to safety concerns. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the FDA temporarily suspended the
in-person requirement. The agency later said a new scientific review by agency staff supported easing
access, concurring with numerous medical societies that had long said the restriction wasn't necessary.

Two drugmakers that make brand-name and generic versions of abortion pills requested the latest FDA
label update. Agency rules require a company to file an application before modifying dispensing restric-
tions on drugs.



Groton Datly Independent

Wednesday, Jan. 04, 2023 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 180 ~ 43 of 60

Danco Laboratories, which sells branded Mifeprex, said in a statement the change “is critically important
to expanding access to medication abortion services and will provide healthcare providers” with another
option for prescribing the drug.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists called the update an “important step” forward.

“Although the FDA's announcement today will not solve access issues for every person seeking abor-
tion care, it will allow more patients who need mifepristone for medication abortion additional options to
secure this vital drug,” the group said in a statement.

More than half of U.S. abortions are now done with pills rather than surgery, according to the Guttmacher
Institute, a research group that supports abortion rights.

The FDA in 2000 approved mifepristone to terminate pregnancies of up to 10 weeks, when used with a
second drug, misoprostol. Mifepristone is taken first to dilate the cervix and block the hormone proges-
terone, which is needed to sustain a pregnancy. Misoprostol is taken 24 to 48 hours later, causing the
uterus to contract and expel pregnancy tissue.

Bleeding is a common side effect, though serious complications are very rare. The FDA says more than
3.7 million U.S. women have used mifepristone since its approval.

Several FDA-mandated safety requirements remain in effect, including training requirements to certify
that prescribers can provide emergency care in the case of excessive bleeding. Pharmacies that dispense
the pills also need a certification.

Apollo 7 astronaut Walter Cunningham dead at 90

By SETH BORENSTEIN and JAKE BLEIBERG Associated Press

Walter Cunningham, the last surviving astronaut from the first successful crewed space mission in NASA's
Apollo program, died Tuesday in Houston. He was 90.

NASA confirmed Cunningham’s death in a statement but did not include its cause. His family said through
a spokesman, Jeff Carr, that Cunningham died in a hospital “from complications of a fall, after a full and
complete life.”

Cunningham was one of three astronauts aboard the 1968 Apollo 7 mission, an 11-day spaceflight that
beamed live television broadcasts as they orbited Earth, paving the way for the moon landing less than
a year later.

Cunningham, then a civilian, crewed the mission with Navy Capt. Walter M. Schirra and Donn F. Eisele,
an Air Force major. Cunningham was the lunar module pilot on the space flight, which launched from Cape
Kennedy Air Force Station, Florida, on Oct. 11 and splashed down in the Atlantic Ocean south of Bermuda.

NASA said Cunningham, Eisele and Schirra’ flew a near perfect mission. Their spacecraft performed so
well that the agency sent the next crew, Apollo 8, to orbit the moon as a prelude to the Apollo 11 moon
landing in July 1969.

NASA Administrator Bill Nelson said Tuesday that Cunningham was “above al
also laid the foundation for the agency’s new Artemis moon program.

The Apollo 7 astronauts also won a special Emmy award for their daily television reports from orbit,
during which they clowned around, held up humorous signs and educated earthlings about space flight.

It was NASA's first crewed space mission since the deaths of the three Apollo 1 astronauts in a launch
pad fire Jan. 27, 1967.

Cunningham recalled Apollo 7 during a 2017 event at the Kennedy Space Center, saying it “enabled us
to overcome all the obstacles we had after the Apollo 1 fire and it became the longest, most successful
test flight of any flying machine ever.”

Cunningham was born in Creston, Iowa, and attended high school in California before enlisting with the
Navy in 1951 and serving as a Marine Corps. pilot in Korea, according to NASA. He later obtained bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in physics from the University of California at Los Angeles, where he also did
doctoral studies, and worked as scientist for the Rand Corporation before joining NASA.

In an interview the year before his death, Cunningham recalled growing up poor and dreaming of flying

|II

an explorer whose work
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airplanes, not spacecraft.

“We never even knew that there were astronauts when I was growing up,” Cunningham told The
Spokesman-Review.

After retiring from NASA in 1971, Cunningham worked in engineering, business and investing, and be-
came a public speaker and radio host. He wrote a memoir about his career and time as an astronaut, “The
All-American Boys.” He also expressed skepticism in his later years about human activity contributing to
climate change, bucking the scientific consensus in writing and public talks, while acknowledging that he
was not a climate scientist.

Although Cunningham never crewed another space mission after Apollo 7, he remained a proponent of
space exploration. He told the Spokane, Washington, paper last year, “I think that humans need to continue
expanding and pushing out the levels at which they're surviving in space.”

Cunningham is survived by his wife Dot, his sister Cathy Cunningham, and his children Brian and Kim-
berly. In a statement, Cunningham’s family said, “the world has lost another true hero, and we will miss
him dearly.”

2 arrested in power substation vandalism in Washington state

By GENE JOHNSON Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — Two men have been arrested and charged with vandalizing electrical substations in
Washington state, attacks that left thousands without power over the holidays, and one suspect told
authorities they did it so they could break into a business and steal money, U.S. authorities said Tuesday.

Matthew Greenwood, 32, and Jeremy Crahan, 40, both of Puyallup, were arrested Saturday and made
initial appearances in U.S. District Court in Tacoma on Tuesday.

A newly unsealed complaint charged both with conspiracy to damage energy facilities, and it charged
Greenwood with possession of a short-barreled rifle and a short-barreled shotgun. Cellphone location data
and other evidence tied them to the attacks on the four substations in Pierce County, the complaint said.

The attacks on Dec. 25 left more than 15,000 customers without power. Officials have warned that the
U.S. power grid needs better security to prevent domestic terrorism and after a large outage in North
Carolina last month took days to repair.

According to the complaint, Greenwood told investigators after his arrest that the two knocked out power
so they could burglarize a business and steal from the cash register. The business was not identified in
the complaint.

“We have seen attacks such as these increase in Western Washington and throughout the country and
must treat each incident seriously,” Seattle U.S. Attorney Nick Brown said in a news release. “The outages
on Christmas left thousands in the dark and cold and put some who need power for medical devices at
extreme risk.”

Attorneys who represented the men at their appearances in federal court did not immediately return
emails seeking comment on the case. Greenwood faces a detention hearing Friday, Crahan on Tuesday.
Federal prosecutors are seeking to have them remain in custody pending trial.

The four substations targeted were the Graham and EIk Plain substations operated by Tacoma Power
and the Kapowsin and Hemlock substations operated by Puget Sound Energy. The complaint said trans-
formers at the Tacoma Power substations would have to be replaced and damage was estimated to be
at least $3 million.

According to the complaint, the pair hit the first three substations early on Christmas Day, then struck
the last — the Kapowsin substation — that evening. In each case, they used bolt cutters to access the
properties and manipulated switches to knock out power. At the Kapowsin substation, their actions cause
arcing and sparking, the complaint said.

Greenwood and Crahan were identified as suspects because location data showed cellphones linked
to them to be in the vicinity of all four incidents, FBI Special Agent Mark Tucher wrote in the complaint.
Agents surveilled them from Dec. 27 to Jan. 3 and they appeared to be sharing a home in Puyallup, he said.
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“The substations are spread out over dozens of miles; the attacks occurred early in the morning and in
the evening; and the first and fourth attacks were separated by over twelve hours,” the complaint said.
“This makes it at least unlikely that an individual would simply happen to be at all four locations around
the times they were each vandalized.”

When he was arrested, Greenwood had several articles of clothing that matched images of one of the
suspects in surveillance images, and agents found him to have two unregistered short-barreled weapons,
the complaint said.

Conspiracy to attack energy facilities is punishable by up to 20 years in prison. Possession of an unreg-
istered firearm is punishable by up to 10 years.

At least four electrical substations were targeted in earlier attacks in Oregon and Washington beginning
in late November. Attackers used firearms in at least some of the incidents and some power customers
in Oregon temporarily lost service. In one of the attacks, two people cut through a fence surrounding a
high-voltage substation and then shot several pieces of equipment.

The utilities affected in those cases — Portland General Electric, the Bonneville Power Administration
and Puget Sound Energy — said they were working with the FBI.

Inmates allege Texas plans to use unsafe execution drugs

By JUAN A. LOZANO Associated Press

HOUSTON (AP) — Texas plans to use expired and unsafe drugs to carry out executions early this year
in violation of state law, three death row inmates allege in a lawsuit.

Prison officials deny the claim and say the state’s supply of execution drugs is safe.

The first execution, of Robert Fratta, is set for Jan. 10. The state’s highest criminal court of appeals put
the lawsuit from Fratta, Wesley Ruiz and John Balentine on hold Friday while it considers an appeal by the
Texas Attorney General’s Office. The state wants the case to be decided by a criminal court, not a civil one.

Shawn Nolan, an attorney for Balentine and Ruiz, who are both set for execution in February, criticized
Texas’ secrecy in matters related to its execution procedures.

State lawmakers banned the disclosure of drug suppliers for executions starting in 2015. The Texas
Supreme Court upheld the law in 2019.

“Texas continues to just really rely on secrecy in these executions and that’s why they're trying to do
an end run around this lawsuit because they don't want to tell anybody that these drugs are expired,”
Nolan said.

Attorneys for the inmates have asked for an evidentiary hearing to determine if prisoners are at “serious
risk of pain and suffering in the execution process,” Nolan said.

There has been a history of problems with lethal injections since Texas became the first state to use this
execution method in 1982. Some problems have included difficulty finding usable veins, needles becoming
disengaged or issues with the drugs.

Like other states in recent years, Texas has turned to compounding pharmacies to obtain pentobarbital,
which it uses for executions, after traditional drugmakers refused to sell their products to prison agencies
in the U.S.

“All lethal injection drugs are within their use dates and have been appropriately tested,” Amanda Her-
nandez, a spokeswoman for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, or TDCJ, said in an email Tuesday.

But in a 15-page declaration submitted in support of the death row inmates’ lawsuit, Michaela Almgren,
a pharmacology professor at the University of South Carolina, said she concluded after reviewing state
records that “all the pentobarbital in TDCJ’s possession is expired, as it is far beyond” the specified beyond
use date.

“A drug that has surpassed its (beyond use date) is at risk of stability and sterility failings and may not
retain sufficient potency, thus it must not be used,” Almgren wrote.

She found that some vials of pentobarbital were more than 630 days old while others were more than
1,300 days old, well over their beyond use date limit of 24 hours when stored at room temperature. If
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such compounded drugs are frozen, their beyond use date limit is 45 days.

Department records obtained by attorneys for the inmates showed that prison officials did potency
testing of their supply of pentobarbital that extended its beyond use date to September and November.

But Almgren called the state’s testing “completely unscientific and incorrect, and therefore the results
are invalid.”

Nolan said that using expired drugs would violate several state laws, including the Texas Pharmacy Act
and the Texas Controlled Substances Act.

Fratta joined the lawsuit after it was filed. Lawyers for all three inmates say they not trying to stop the
state from “carrying out lawful executions.”

“If the state wants to go forward with these executions, they can do that. They just need to get non-
expired drugs,” Nolan said.

Rep.-elect Santos quiet as speaker vote delays swearing-in

By MICHELLE L. PRICE Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Republican Rep.-elect George Santos of New York, who is accused of lying about
large swaths of his background and accomplishments, will have to wait to add one thing with certainty to
his resume: U.S. congressman.

Santos arrived in Washington to be sworn in Tuesday, but his swearing-in was delayed after Republicans
who control the House failed in multiple rounds of voting to elect a speaker. Incoming members cannot
be sworn in until a speaker is chosen.

Santos, who faces a spiral of investigations from federal and local prosecutors into his campaign spending
and lies about his family history, resume and education, declined to respond to questions from reporters
inside and outside the Capitol, including one question about whether he planned to resign. Santos sat by
himself on the Republican side of the House floor during Tuesday’s votes, largely keeping to himself and
looking at his phone.

He joined most Republicans in backing Kevin McCarthy for speaker, but McCarthy fell short of the ma-
jority needed to claim the gavel. Voting ended for the day after three rounds Tuesday and was set to
resume Wednesday.

Initially, the victory by Santos, an openly gay Republican who flipped a Long Island House seat held
by Democrats for a decade, was seen as one of his party’s bright spots in an otherwise underwhelming
midterm election. But as reports began to emerge that he had lied about having Jewish ancestry, a career
at top Wall Street firms and a college degree, Santos turned into a distraction and embarrassment to the
party as it prepares to take control of the House.

While some fellow Republicans have called for ethics investigations or for Santos to resign, GOP House
leaders, including McCarthy, have notably remained silent. For his part, Santos apologized for his fabrica-
tions but downplayed them as “sins” over embellishing his resume, telling The New York Post that “we
do stupid things in life.”

Santos’ financial disclosure forms show that he accrued a quick fortune despite recent financial problems
and that he spent large amounts of campaign funds on travel and hotels.

Federal prosecutors in New York have started to examine Santos’ background and his financial dealings,
a person familiar with the matter told The Associated Press.

The New York attorney general’s office said it's looking into the allegations surrounding Santos, while
local district attorneys’ offices in Queens and Long Island have also said they are reviewing whether San-
tos broke any laws.

Court records in Brazil, first uncovered by The New York Times, show Santos was the subject of a criminal
charge for using two stolen checks in 2008, when he would have been 19, to buy about $1,350 worth of
items at a clothing shop in the city of Niteroi, including a pair of sneakers that he gave to a friend.

Santos in a signed confession admitted having stolen the checkbook of his mother’s former employer
from her purse and making purchases, according to court documents reviewed by the AP.
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A judge accepted the charges against Santos in 2011, but subsequent subpoenas for him to appear per-
sonally or present a written defense went unanswered. With authorities repeatedly unable to determine
his whereabouts, the case was suspended in 2013. But in a statement on Tuesday, state prosecutors in
Rio de Janeiro said now that Santos’ location is known they will petition to reopen the case. The state
courts are in recess until Friday.

Democrats in Congress are expected to pursue several avenues against Santos, including a potential
complaint with the Federal Election Commission and introducing a resolution to expel him once he's a
sitting member.

Until 2020, Santos had no assets and an income of $55,000 from LinkBridge Investors, according to
financial disclosure statements filed with the clerk of the House.

Two years later, in a similar filing, Santos reported income between $1 million and $5 million for each of
2022 and 2021 — all coming from the Devolder Organization, of which he had total interest. He described
the entity as a “capital intro consulting company.”

Federal campaign records show that he loaned his campaign more than $700,000.

The North Shore Leader, a newspaper on Long Island, raised questions before the election about San-
tos’ finances and campaign spending, a report that drew little notice at the time. In announcing it was
endorsing his opponent, the newspaper cited Santos’ behavior and called him “sketchy” and “most likely
just a fabulist — a fake.”

But his statements about his background, his financial disclosures and campaign spending didn't attract
widespread attention until December, when The New York Times examined the narrative that Santos
presented to voters during his campaign.

Since then, Santos has admitted lying about working for Citigroup and Goldman Sachs, as well as having
earned a degree in finance and economics from Baruch College in New York.

Beyond his resume, Santos invented a life story that has also come under question, including claims
that his grandparents “fled Jewish persecution in Ukraine, settled in Belgium, and again fled persecution
during WWIL."”

During his campaign, he referred to himself as “a proud American Jew.”

He backtracked on that claim, saying he never intended to claim Jewish heritage, which might have
raised his appeal among his district’s significant ranks of Jewish voters.

“I never claimed to be Jewish,” Santos told the Post. "I am Catholic. Because I learned my maternal
family had a Jewish background I said I was Jew-ish.”

Drone advances in Ukraine could bring dawn of killer robots

By FRANK BAJAK and HANNA ARHIROVA Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Drone advances in Ukraine have accelerated a long-anticipated technology trend
that could soon bring the world’s first fully autonomous fighting robots to the battlefield, inaugurating a
new age of warfare.

The longer the war lasts, the more likely it becomes that drones will be used to identify, select and
attack targets without help from humans, according to military analysts, combatants and artificial intel-
ligence researchers.

That would mark a revolution in military technology as profound as the introduction of the machine
gun. Ukraine already has semi-autonomous attack drones and counter-drone weapons endowed with Al
Russia also claims to possess Al weaponry, though the claims are unproven. But there are no confirmed
instances of a nation putting into combat robots that have killed entirely on their own.

Experts say it may be only a matter of time before either Russia or Ukraine, or both, deploy them.

“Many states are developing this technology,” said Zachary Kallenborn, a George Mason University
weapons innovation analyst. “Clearly, it's not all that difficult.”

The sense of inevitability extends to activists, who have tried for years to ban killer drones but now
believe they must settle for trying to restrict the weapons’ offensive use.
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Ukraine’s digital transformation minister, Mykhailo Fedorov, agrees that fully autonomous killer drones
are “a logical and inevitable next step” in weapons development. He said Ukraine has been doing “a lot
of R&D in this direction.”

I think that the potential for this is great in the next six months,” Fedorov told The Associated Press in
a recent interview.

Ukrainian Lt. Col. Yaroslav Honchar, co-founder of the combat drone innovation nonprofit Aerorozvidka,
said in a recent interview near the front that human war fighters simply cannot process information and
make decisions as quickly as machines.

Ukrainian military leaders currently prohibit the use of fully independent lethal weapons, although that
could change, he said.

“We have not crossed this line yet —and I say ‘yet’ because I don’t know what will happen in the future.”
said Honchar, whose group has spearheaded drone innovation in Ukraine, converting cheap commercial
drones into lethal weapons.

Russia could obtain autonomous Al from Iran or elsewhere. The long-range Shahed-136 exploding drones
supplied by Iran have crippled Ukrainian power plants and terrorized civilians but are not especially smart.
Iran has other drones in its evolving arsenal that it says feature Al

Without a great deal of trouble, Ukraine could make its semi-autonomous weaponized drones fully in-
dependent in order to better survive battlefield jamming, their Western manufacturers say.

Those drones include the U.S.-made Switchblade 600 and the Polish Warmate, which both currently re-
quire a human to choose targets over a live video feed. Al finishes the job. The drones, technically known
as “loitering munitions,” can hover for minutes over a target, awaiting a clean shot.

“The technology to achieve a fully autonomous mission with Switchblade pretty much exists today,”
said Wahid Nawabi, CEO of AeroVironment, its maker. That will require a policy change — to remove the
human from the decision-making loop — that he estimates is three years away.

Drones can already recognize targets such as armored vehicles using cataloged images. But there is
disagreement over whether the technology is reliable enough to ensure that the machines don't err and
take the lives of honcombatants.

The AP asked the defense ministries of Ukraine and Russia if they have used autonomous weapons
offensively — and whether they would agree not to use them if the other side similarly agreed. Neither
responded.

If either side were to go on the attack with full AI, it might not even be a first.

An inconclusive U.N. report suggested that killer robots debuted in Libya’s internecine conflict in 2020,
when Turkish-made Kargu-2 drones in full-automatic mode killed an unspecified number of combatants.

A spokesman for STM, the manufacturer, said the report was based on “speculative, unverified” infor-
mation and “should not be taken seriously.” He told the AP the Kargu-2 cannot attack a target until the
operator tells it to do so.

Fully autonomous Al is already helping to defend Ukraine. Utah-based Fortem Technologies has sup-
plied the Ukrainian military with drone-hunting systems that combine small radars and unmanned aerial
vehicles, both powered by Al. The radars are designed to identify enemy drones, which the UAVs then
disable by firing nets at them — all without human assistance.

The number of Al-endowed drones keeps growing. Israel has been exporting them for decades. Its
radar-killing Harpy can hover over anti-aircraft radar for up to nine hours waiting for them to power up.

Other examples include Beijing’s Blowfish-3 unmanned weaponized helicopter. Russia has been working
on a nuclear-tipped underwater AI drone called the Poseidon. The Dutch are currently testing a ground
robot with a .50-caliber machine gun.

Honchar believes Russia, whose attacks on Ukrainian civilians have shown little regard for international
law, would have used killer autonomous drones by now if the Kremlin had them.

"I don't think they'd have any scruples,” agreed Adam Bartosiewicz, vice president of WB Group, which
makes the Warmate.
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Al is a priority for Russia. President Vladimir Putin said in 2017 that whoever dominates that technology
will rule the world. In a Dec. 21 speech, he expressed confidence in the Russian arms industry’s ability to
embed AI in war machines, stressing that “the most effective weapons systems are those that operate
quickly and practically in an automatic mode.”

Russian officials already claim their Lancet drone can operate with full autonomy.

“It's not going to be easy to know if and when Russia crosses that line,” said Gregory C. Allen, former
director of strategy and policy at the Pentagon’s Joint Artificial Intelligence Center.

Switching a drone from remote piloting to full autonomy might not be perceptible. To date, drones able
to work in both modes have performed better when piloted by a human, Allen said.

The technology is not especially complicated, said University of California-Berkeley professor Stuart Rus-
sell, a top Al researcher. In the mid-2010s, colleagues he polled agreed that graduate students could, in
a single term, produce an autonomous drone “capable of finding and killing an individual, let’s say, inside
a building,” he said.

An effort to lay international ground rules for military drones has so far been fruitless. Nine years of in-
formal United Nations talks in Geneva made little headway, with major powers including the United States
and Russia opposing a ban. The last session, in December, ended with no new round scheduled.

Washington policymakers say they won't agree to a ban because rivals developing drones cannot be
trusted to use them ethically.

Toby Walsh, an Australian academic who, like Russell, campaigns against killer robots, hopes to achieve a
consensus on some limits, including a ban on systems that use facial recognition and other data to identify
or attack individuals or categories of people.

“If we are not careful, they are going to proliferate much more easily than nuclear weapons,” said Walsh,
author of “Machines Behaving Badly.” “If you can get a robot to kill one person, you can get it to kill a
thousand.”

Scientists also worry about AI weapons being repurposed by terrorists. In one feared scenario, the U.S.
military spends hundreds of millions writing code to power killer drones. Then it gets stolen and copied,
effectively giving terrorists the same weapon.

To date, the Pentagon has neither clearly defined “an Al-enabled autonomous weapon” nor authorized
a single such weapon for use by U.S. troops, said Allen, the former Defense Department official. Any pro-
posed system must be approved by the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and two undersecretaries.

That’s not stopping the weapons from being developed across the U.S. Projects are underway at the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, military labs, academic institutions and in the private sector.

The Pentagon has emphasized using Al to augment human warriors. The Air Force is studying ways to
pair pilots with drone wingmen. A booster of the idea, former Deputy Defense Secretary Robert O. Work,
said in a report last month that it “would be crazy not to go to an autonomous system” once Al-enabled
systems outperform humans — a threshold that he said was crossed in 2015, when computer vision
eclipsed that of humans.

Humans have already been pushed out in some defensive systems. Israel’s Iron Dome missile shield is
authorized to open fire automatically, although it is said to be monitored by a person who can intervene
if the system goes after the wrong target.

Multiple countries, and every branch of the U.S. military, are developing drones that can attack in deadly
synchronized swarms, according to Kallenborn, the George Mason researcher.

So will future wars become a fight to the last drone?

That’s what Putin predicted in a 2017 televised chat with engineering students: “When one party’s drones
are destroyed by drones of another, it will have no other choice but to surrender.”

Video game workers form Microsoft’s first US labor union
By MATT O'BRIEN AP Technology Writer
A group of video game testers has formed Microsoft’s first labor union in the U.S., which will also be the
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largest in the video game industry.

The Communications Workers of America said Tuesday that a majority of about 300 quality-assurance
workers at Microsoft video game subsidiary ZeniMax Studios has voted to join the union.

Microsoft already told the CWA it would accept the formation of the union at its Maryland-based video
game subsidiary, fulfilling a promise it made to try to build public support for its $68.7 billion acquisition
of another big game company, Activision Blizzard.

Microsoft bought ZeniMax for $7.5 billion in 2021, giving the Xbox-maker control of ZeniMax's well-known
game publishing division Bethesda Softworks and popular game franchises such as The Elder Scrolls,
Doom and Fallout.

Senior game tester Wayne Dayberry said in an interview with The Associated Press that the unionization
campaign began before Microsoft took over and reflected workplace concerns that are common at video
game companies.

“Throughout the industry, the quality assurance departments are treated poorly, paid very little, and
treated as replaceable cogs,” said Dayberry, who has worked for five years at ZeniMax’s Rockville, Maryland
headquarters on games such as Fallout, Prey and The Evil Within.

“There’s not a lot of dignity involved in it,” he said. “That’s something we're hoping to show people in
the industry who are in like situations, that if we can do it, they can do it as well.”

The unionization campaign accelerated thanks to Microsoft’s ongoing bid to buy California-based game
giant Activision Blizzard. Microsoft, which is based in Redmond, Washington, made a June pact with the
CWA union to stay neutral if Activision Blizzard workers sought to form a union.

The worker-friendly pledge sought to appeal to U.S. regulator concerns under President Joe Biden about
the labor implications of massive business mergers, though it didn't stop the Federal Trade Commission
from suing last month to block Microsoft’s planned Activision Blizzard acquisition. The antitrust case had
its first hearing Tuesday and could drag on for months.

Two small units of Activision Blizzard workers were the first to certify unions last year in Middleton, Wis-
consin and Albany, New York. A third, Boston-based Activision Blizzard subsidiary Proletariat, filed a Dec.
27 petition with the National Labor Relations Board to unionize its 57 workers.

Microsoft’s legally binding neutrality agreement specifically applied to Activision Blizzard workers after
the closing of the merger. But it also reflects Microsoft’s broader principles on handling unionization, which
is still uncommon in the tech and gaming industries.

Dayberry said Microsoft’s neutrality promise gave workers confidence that there wouldn't be any “retali-
ation or union-busting, which there has been none of.”

Microsoft’s green light allowed the ZeniMax union certification to go through a third-party arbitrator rather
than the lengthier process typically overseen by the NLRB. A weekslong election period ended on Dec. 31
and was formally certified Tuesday. Microsoft said in a statement that it recognizes the union.

“They have definitely stood by their word all along,” said CWA spokesperson Beth Allen. “It’s pretty mo-
mentous. Microsoft is an outlier in the way tech companies have been behaving.”

The unionizing workers are based in Hunt Valley and Rockville, Maryland, as well as the Texas cities of
Austin and Dallas.

An account of Benedict’s papacy to be sealed in his coffin

By GIADA ZAMPANO and FRANCES D’EMILIO Associated Press

VATICAN CITY (AP) — A written account of the history-making papacy of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
will be placed alongside his body in his coffin for burial, the Vatican said Tuesday in revealing plans for the
first funeral of a pontiff to resign in six centuries.

Meanwhile, tens of thousands of people filed through St. Peter’s Basilica to view his body as it lay in
state for a second day.

When the viewing ends Wednesday evening, a one-page account of Benedict’s nearly eight-year papacy
will be put into a metal cylinder and placed inside the coffin, along with other items including Vatican coins
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minted during his reign, said Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni.

Benedict, 95, died Saturday after 10 years in an extraordinary papal retirement lived out in a monastery
in the Vatican Gardens. Pope Francis will celebrate the funeral Mass in St. Peter’s Square on Thursday.

Although the Vatican has stressed that Benedict wanted “simplicity” to characterize his funeral, Bruni
said the liturgy will “in great detail be that of pontifical ceremonies ... with some original elements.”

After the public viewing concludes at 7 p.m. (1800 GMT) on Wednesday, “the coffin will be closed, with
a special rite,” Bruni said. Benedict’s body will be placed in a coffin hewn from cypress, then put into a
zinc coffin that will be sealed in a second wooden casket.

It will be brought out of the basilica and into the square about 40 minutes before Thursday’s funeral,
as the crowd gathered for the service recites the rosary for Benedict, who served as pontiff from April
2005 through February 2013.

Vatican security estimated about 65,000 people filed past the bier on Monday and 70,000 had done so on
Tuesday. Two influential U.S. churchmen, Cardinals Timothy Dolan of New York and Sean Patrick O'Malley
of Boston, attended Mass in the basilica at an altar just behind the central viewing area on the second day.

Among prominent clergymen coming for the funeral will be Hong Kong Cardinal Joseph Zen, his secretary
said. Zen, a retired 90-year-old bishop, has been sharply at odds with Francis over the Vatican’s agree-
ment with Chinese authorities on the appointment of bishops. Zen contends the deal betrays pro-Vatican
Catholics in China and the clergy who have suffered persecution there.

Elevated to the rank of cardinal by Benedict, Zen had been arrested last year on suspicion of colluding
with foreign forces to endanger China’s national security. While not charged with the security-related ac-
cusations, he was fined in November after being found guilty of failing to register a now-defunct fund that
sought to help people arrested in pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban was among those at the basilica, whose doors opened before
dawn. Like Benedict, Orban has crusaded for a revival of what European conservatives view as the con-
tinent’s Christian roots.

Others paying respects included Miriam Groppelli, an altar server in her parish in Milan, who wasn't even
born when Benedict was pontiff. The 6-year-old had traveled by train with her father, Giuseppe Groppelli,
40, along with her grandparents and older brother and sisters.

I told her his story, and she was really excited to come to Rome to say goodbye,” the father said.
“Benedict has been very important for the Church, his speeches were so clear and beautiful. He leaves
a great legacy of knowledge.”

Groppelli offered his take on Benedict’s unusual, nearly-decade-long retirement arrangement that saw
him living in the Vatican City monastery where he died. Francis, who was elected in 2013 by fellow cardi-
nals to succeed him, lived nearby.

"I believe there’s no real war or competition within the church and between popes. The church lives and
grows every day, also thanks to their words,” he said.

Benedict, the former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of Germany, had served for decades at the Vatican
as the church’s guardian of doctrinal orthodoxy, was known for his theological knowledge as well as for
eloquent speeches.

Since Benedict was no longer head of Vatican City State, in contrast to protocols for funerals of popes
who died while still reigning, only two countries — Italy and his native Germany — will send official del-
egations, according to the Vatican.

Instead, politicians and royalty, especially of predominantly Catholic countries, will attend in a private
capacity.

With no need to elect a new pope, cardinals coming from around the world for Benedict’s funeral won't
have to stay in Rome for a conclave to pick the next Church leader. Still, Francis will have ample opportu-
nity to confer with these “princes of the Church,” who serve as his privileged advisers.

The last decade saw an uneasy equilibrium over the presence in the Vatican of a retired pope and a
reigning one.

Now, Francis heads the Church without that presence looming over his papacy.
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As legal pot grows, more kids sickened by edibles at home

By JONEL ALECCIA AP Health Writer

The number of young kids, especially toddlers, who accidentally ate marijuana-laced treats rose sharply
over five years as pot became legal in more places in the U.S., according to a study published Tuesday.

More than 7,000 confirmed cases of kids younger than 6 eating marijuana edibles were reported to the
nation’s poison control centers between 2017 and 2021, climbing from about 200 to more than 3,000 per
year.

Nearly a quarter of the children wound up hospitalized, some seriously ill, according to a new analysis
in the journal Pediatrics.

And those are just the reported cases, said Dr. Marit Tweet, a medical toxicologist with the Southern
Illinois School of Medicine, who led the study.

Cases of kids eating pot products such as candies, chocolate and cookies have coincided with more
states allowing medical and recreational cannabis use. Currently 37 U.S. states permit use of marijuana
for medical purposes and 21 states regulate adult recreational use.

Tweet called for greater vigilance by parents and for more laws like those adopted by several states to
make pot products — often packaged to look like kids’ candies and snacks — less appealing and acces-
sible to children.

“When it’s in a candy form or cookies, people don't think of it in the same way as household chemicals
or other things a child could get into,” she said. “But people should really be thinking of it as a medication.”

Tweet and her colleagues analyzed reports to the National Poison Data System, which includes the na-
tion’s 55 regional poison control centers. More than half of the children were toddlers, ages 2 and 3, the
study showed. More than 90% got the edibles at home.

“They're the ones starting to explore and to get up and move around,” she said.

Of more than 7,000 reports, researchers were able to track the outcomes of nearly 5,000 cases. They
found that nearly 600 kids, or about 8%, were admitted to critical care units, most often with depressed
breathing or even coma. Nearly 15% were admitted to non-critical care units and more than a third were
seen in emergency rooms. Drowsiness, breathing problems, fast heart rate and vomiting were the most
common symptoms.

The results are not surprising, said Dr. Brian Schultz, a pediatric emergency physician at Johns Hopkins
Medicine in Baltimore. He previously worked at Children’s National Hospital in Washington, D.C., where he
and his colleagues treated kids who had eaten pot edibles “almost on a daily basis,” he said.

Reports and hospitalizations rose during the last two years of the study, during the COVID-19 pandemic.
More children were at home, with more opportunities to find pot treats, Tweet said. With marijuana more
widely legal, parents may have felt less stigma seeking help from poison centers and health care provid-
ers, she added.

~US Virgin Islands fires attorney general in Epstein cases

By DANICA COTO Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The governor of the U.S. Virgin Islands has fired the attorney general
of the U.S. territory who pursued various cases against disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein, including a
lengthy legal fight that resulted in a $105 million settlement.

The removal of Denise George comes just days after she filed a lawsuit against JPMorgan Chase in New
York and accused the company of helping Epstein finance the illegal exploitation of women and children
in the U.S. Virgin Islands and beyond.

Gov. Albert Bryan Jr. did not provide a reason for relieving George of her duties in a statement Sunday,
saying only that she would be replaced by Assistant Attorney General Carol Thomas-Jacobs.

Governor spokesman Richard Motta did not return a message for comment, nor did executive assistant
to the attorney general Jennifer Springette.
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In the lawsuit filed against JPMorgan Chase on Dec. 27, the government of the U.S. Virgin Islands alleges
the company “knowingly facilitated, sustained, and concealed the human trafficking network operated by
Jeffrey Epstein from his home and base in the Virgin Islands, and financially benefited from this participa-
tion, directly or indirectly, by failing to comply with federal banking regulations.”

It also alleges that the company concealed wire and cash transactions.

“Human trafficking was the principal business of the accounts Epstein maintained at JP Morgan,” the
lawsuit reads. “JP Morgan turned a blind eye to evidence of human trafficking over more than a decade
because of Epstein’s own financial footprint, and because of the deals and clients that Epstein brought
and promised to bring to the bank.”

A JPMorgan Chase spokeswoman declined comment in a message Tuesday to The Associated Press.

On Dec. 30, JPMorgan Chase asked that a federal judge throw out lawsuits filed by two unidentified
women alleging that big banks should have seen evidence of Epstein’s sex trafficking. The bank also said
it didn't commit any negligent acts.

The lawsuit that George filed against JPMorgan Chase comes after Epstein’s estate reached the $105
million settlement with the U.S. Virgin Island’s government in late November.

The Virgin Islands Daily News, a local hewspaper, reported that Epstein had made various donations to
schools and organizations across the U.S. territory, and that the island’s former first lady was the office
manager for one of his companies, Southern Trust. It also noted that Bryan, the governor, had granted
Epstein’s company various hefty tax exemptions when he served as chairman of the Economic Develop-
ment Commission.

In the previous lawsuit, George, the former attorney general, alleged that Southern Trust Company was
used as a cover for Epstein’s illegal activities.

Epstein killed himself at a federal jail in New York in August 2019 while awaiting trial. He had pleaded
not guilty to charges of sexually abusing dozens of girls, some as young as 14 years old.

Bills’ Hamlin in critical condition after collapse on field

By MITCH STACY AP Sports Writer

CINCINNATI (AP) — Buffalo defensive back Damar Hamlin was in critical condition early Tuesday after
the Bills say his heart stopped following a tackle during the Monday Night Football game, which was in-
definitely postponed.

Hamlin collapsed on the field during the first quarter of the nationally televised game against the Cin-
cinnati Bengals and was given medical treatment for nearly 20 minutes before being taken to a hospital.

“Damar Hamlin suffered a cardiac arrest following a hit in our game versus the Bengals. His heartbeat
was restored on the field and he was transferred to the UC Medical Center for further testing and treat-
ment,” the Bills said in a statement. “He is currently sedated and listed in critical condition.”

Jordon Rooney, a family representative who described himself as a good friend of the player, told ABC’s
“Good Morning America” on Tuesday that Hamlin’s relatives are in good spirits but going through a lot
and need their privacy. He declined to give details on Hamlin’s condition other than to say he is sedated.

“All T can say is he’s fighting; he’s a fighter,” Rooney said.

In a chilling scene, Hamlin was administered CPR on the field, ESPN reported, while surrounded by
teammates, some of them in tears, while they shielded him from public view. He was hurt while tackling
Bengals receiver Tee Higgins on a seemingly routine play that didn’t appear unusually violent.

The NFL announced Hamlin’s condition shortly after he was taken to a hospital, but neither the league
nor the hospital released any other details about the 24-year-old’s medical condition. The team’s statement
was released before its flight arrived back in Buffalo early Tuesday. There was no immediate update about
the future status of the game.

On the play the 6-foot, 200-pound Hamlin was injured, Higgins led with his right shoulder, which hit the
defensive back in the chest. Hamlin then wrapped his arms around Higgins’ shoulders and helmet to drag
him down. Hamlin quickly got to his feet, appeared to adjust his face mask with his right hand and then
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fell backward about three seconds later and lay motionless.

Hamlin was treated on the field by team and independent medical personnel and local paramedics,
and he was taken by ambulance to University of Cincinnati Medical Center. Teammate Stefon Diggs later
joined Hamlin at the hospital.

About 100 Bills fans and a few Bengals fans gathered on a corner one block from the emergency room
entrance, some of them holding candles.

Jeff Miller, an NFL executive vice president, told reporters on a conference call early Tuesday that the
league had made no plans at this time to play the game, adding that Hamlin’s health was the main focus.

An ambulance was on the field four minutes after Hamlin collapsed while many players embraced, in-
cluding quarterbacks Buffalo’s Josh Allen and Cincinnati’s Joe Burrow.

“Please pray for our brother,” Allen tweeted.

Hamlin collapsed at 8:55 p.m., and when he was taken off the field about 19 minutes later in what seemed
like an eternity, the Bills gathered in prayer. A few minutes after the ambulance left the field, the game
was suspended, and players walked off the field slowly and into their locker rooms where they awaited
word on Hamlin and the game.

“I've never seen anything like it since I was playing,” NFL executive Troy Vincent, a six-time Pro Bowl
cornerback during his career, said in the conference call early Tuesday. “Immediately, my player hat went
on, like, how do you resume playing after seeing a traumatic event in front of you?”

Hamlin’s uniform was cut off as he was attended to by medical personnel. ESPN reported on its telecast
that Hamlin was also given oxygen.

Vincent said the league took no steps toward restarting the game and did not ask players to begin a
five-minute warmup period as ESPN’s broadcasters had announced.

“It never crossed our mind to talk about warming up to resume play,” Vincent said. “That’s ridiculous.
That’s insensitive. That's not a place we should ever be in.”

Vincent said the Bills were returning early Tuesday morning to the team facility in Orchard Park, New
York, with the exception of a few players who stayed behind with Hamlin.

There was a heavy police presence at Buffalo Niagara International Airport when the team arrived at
about 2:45 a.m. A small group of fans gathered across the street from the players’ parking area near the
airport. Police blocked off the road to allow the players to leave.

The Bengals led 7-3 in the first quarter of a game between teams vying for the top playoff seed in the
AFC. Cincinnati entered at 11-4 and leading the AFC North by one game over Baltimore, while AFC East
champion Buffalo was 12-3.

“The NFLPA and everyone in our community is praying for Damar Hamlin,” the players’ union said in a
statement. “"We have been in touch with Bills and Bengals players, and with the NFL. The only thing that
matters at this moment is Damar’s health and well being.”

The unfinished game has major playoff implications as the NFL enters the final week of the regular
season, with the wild-card playoff round scheduled to begin on Jan. 14.

The aftermath of the injury was reminiscent of when Bills tight end Kevin Everett lay motionless on the
field after making a tackle on the second-half opening kickoff in Buffalo’s 2007 season-opening game
against the Denver Broncos.

Everett sustained a spinal cord injury that initially left him partially paralyzed.

Hamlin spent five years of college at Pittsburgh — his hometown — and appeared in 48 games for the
Panthers over that span. He was a second-team All-ACC performer as a senior, was voted a team captain
and was picked to play in the Senior Bowl.

He was drafted in the sixth round by the Bills in 2021, played in 14 games as a rookie and then became
a starter this year once Micah Hyde was lost for the season to injury.

By Tuesday morning, a community toy drive organized by Hamlin had surged to more than $3.7 million
in donations. His stated goal was $2,500.

Kathryn Bersani and her mother, Gayle, were among the Bills fans who traveled from Buffalo for the
game and went to the hospital from the stadium.

“This is our family Christmas,” Kathryn Bersani said. “We thought it would be a great game. Joe (Bur-
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row) and Josh (Allen) are such great men. Sad, sad time. Such a shock. I just hope he can live a normal
life. It stunned us.”

Chuck and Janet Kohl went to the hospital after watching the game at home.

“This is much more important than football,” Chuck Kohl said. “Had to come and pray for Mr. Hamlin.”

Entering the game, Hamlin had 91 tackles, including 63 solo tackles, and 1 1/2 sacks.

A tweet from the Pitt football account was simple and clear: "Damar Hamlin is the best of us. We love
you, 3,” the tweet said, referring to Hamlin by his college jersey number. “Praying for you.”

CES 2023: Tech world to gather and show off gadgets

By HALELUYA HADERO AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — CES, the annual tech industry event formerly known as the Consumer Electronics
Show, is returning to Las Vegas this week with the hope that it looks more like it did before the corona-
virus pandemic.

Media previews start Tuesday and Wednesday, with the show opening Thursday and continuing through
Sunday.

The show changed its name to CES several years ago to better reflect the changing industry and the
event, which had expanded beyond audio and video to include automotive, digital health, smart phones,
wearables and other technologies.

Companies and startups will showcase innovations in virtual reality, robotics and consumer tech items
to the media and others in the tech industry. The show is not open to the general public.

Organizers say their goal is to draw 100,000 attendees. That would be a marked contrast with the look
and feel of the past two shows — the last of which saw a 70% drop in in-person attendance amid the
spread of the Omicron variant. The one before that was held virtually, replacing in-person displays and
meet and greets with video streams and chats.

Even if organizers reach their goal, it would still represent a 41% dip in attendance compared to the in-
person show held in early 2020, before the pandemic consumed much of everyday life.

Kinsey Fabrizio, senior vice president at the trade group Consumer Technology Association, said roughly
3,000 companies have signed up to attend the event.

They include many startups and routine visitors like Amazon and Facebook parent Meta, both of which
have recently cut jobs and implemented hiring freezes after beefing up their staff during the pandemic.
Other tech companies have also been tightening their belts and laying off workers amid concerns about
the economic environment.

The Associated Press spoke with Fabrizio about CES and what consumers should expect at the show.
The conversation has been edited for clarity and length.

Q: The tech industry has been going through a rough time in the past few months. How do you expect
that to impact the show?

A: Yeah, for the last two years, the tech industry was booming. We're seeing a recalibration now and
as part of the recalibration, there are layoffs. But in terms of CES, the companies are coming big. And
they’re going to be showcasing some of these solutions that were critical during the pandemic, and a lot
of the solutions that have continued to change the way consumers live and behave. The momentum and
excitement we're seeing for the show hasn’t been impacted.

Q: Are most of the exhibitors startups?

A: We have a lot of startups and new companies. Over 1,000 new exhibitors for CES this year, which is
on par with prior years. There will be some repeat customers in Eureka Park, where our startups are pri-
marily stationed. They can be there for up to two years. But we will also have a lot of companies who've
been at CES for a while.

Q: The theme for the show is human security. How did you land on that?

A: We were approached by The World Academy of Art and Science, which has been working with the
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United Nations for a long time on human security. You can think of it as basic human rights — access to
food, health care, etc. And they wanted CES to really use this theme because our exhibitors are showcas-
ing how they're solving some of these big global challenges with technology.

Q: Historically, CES has been more focused on convenience and personal tech. So this is going to be a
shift.

A: This is the shift. We've talked about how tech solves challenges in the world. But we've never had a
theme at CES before. It's always been about innovation and great products for the consumer. But for this
show, you will be able to see the theme on the show floor and other places. For example, John Deere
is showcasing some of their agricultural technology that really contributes to sustainability and access to
food. Another company created a secure voting technology on the blockchain, which aligns with the U.N.
theme of political security.

Q: The metaverse is going to be another big topic. A lot of companies are investing in it. What can visi-
tors expect to see at the show?

A: The metaverse is a key theme. We'll have a dedicated part of the show floor for Web3 technology.
There’s also going to be shared and immersive virtual experiences. Automaker Stellantis and Microsoft
have a partnership to create a showroom in the metaverse. There’s a company called OVR that has cre-
ated a solution where you can smell in the metaverse. People are talking about unique ways to reach their
customers, and different experiences people can have there. So that will be a big theme among both big
and small exhibitors.

Move on from COVID? Child care disruptions continue

By HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH and CLAIRE SAVAGE Associated Press/Report for America

Forty-seven. That’s how many days of child care Kathryn Anne Edwards’ 3-year-old son has missed in
the past year.

RSV, COVID-19 and two bouts of the dreaded preschool scourge of hand, foot and mouth disease struck
one after another. The ilinesses were so disruptive that the labor economist quit her full-time job at the
Rand Corp., a think tank. She switched last month to independent contract work to give her more flex-
ibility to care for her son and 4-month-old daughter.

In the first and even second year of the COVID-19 pandemic, multi-week quarantines and isolations
were common for many Americans, especially children. But nine weeks of missed child care, nearly three
years in?

“The rest of the world has moved on from the crisis that I'm still in,” said Edwards, who studies women’s
issues. “That’s sometimes how it feels like to me.”

This fall and winter have upended life for working parents of little children, who thought the worst of
the pandemic was behind them. The arrival of vaccines for younger children and the end of quarantines
for COVID exposure were supposed to bring relief.

Instead, families were treated to what some called a “tripledemic.” Flu, COVID-19 and respiratory syn-
cytial virus cases collided, stressing children’s hospitals and threatening the already imperiled child care
system. Even parents of babies with less serious cases of COVID-19 have run into 10-day isolation rules
that have taxed the patience of employers.

A record-high 104,000 people missed work in October because of child care problems, surpassing even
early pandemic levels, Bureau of Labor Statistics data shows. Child care-related absences fell to 59,000
in November, but numbers still surpass typical pre-pandemic levels.

The instability has hurt many working parents’ finances. Most of those who missed work in October
because of child care problems didn’t get paid, according to an analysis from the Center for American
Progress, a left-leaning think tank.

Now, doctors are bracing for the number of sick children to rise after families gathered for the holidays.

I think we're going to have to be ready to do it all over again,” said Dr. Eric Biondi, director of pediatric
hospital medicine at the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center in Maryland.
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Illnesses among teachers and children have strained a child care system that’s already short-staffed.

“This is the worst year I've ever seen in my entire life,” said Shaunna Baillargeon, owner of Muddy Puddles
Early Learning Program in Uxbridge, Massachusetts. She faces “a constant battle of staff and children
being sick with a different virus every day,” with no backups if a teacher calls in sick.

At the Washington, D.C., day care where Jana Williams teaches, illness has caused classroom shutdowns
almost weekly since October. Her 19-month-old daughter is also enrolled there, coming down with the
same viruses.

“It's stressful,” she said before Christmas, when she was home with her sick toddler. “You want to stay
home and care for your child. But then it’s like, you have to get to work.”

During the early months of the pandemic, women in the prime of their careers left the labor market at a
rate far exceeding men. They were more likely to work in the service-oriented fields that were decimated,
and they often were caring for children, Edwards said.

Women have since returned to the workforce, particularly women of color, said economist Diane Swonk
of professional services firm KPMG.

But the participation of prime-age working women in the U.S. lags most industrialized nations, Swonk
said. Advocates have long blamed the country’s lack of universal preschool and paid family leave.

Finding child care and heading back to work has proved far from simple. At the pandemic’s height, more
than one-third of day care jobs were lost, Edwards said. Staffing hasn't fully recovered. As of November,
the country had 8% fewer child care workers than before the pandemic, Bureau of Labor Statistics data
shows.

The strong labor market has driven up the cost to hire new workers. That means child care spots are
pricey and hard to find. Even centers with openings may close when staff or kids are sick.

That babies and toddlers are prone to ilinesses adds to the challenge. In the wake of COVID, day cares
are more anxious about accepting a snotty toddler.

Isolation guidelines have hit parents of babies especially hard. While older preschoolers who have CO-
VID-19 may return with masks after five days, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends
children under 2 stay home for 10 days, or until they test negative twice, 48 hours apart.

One issue is masks aren’t recommended for the under-2 crowd. Their smaller airways mean wearing
them can increase the risk of suffocation, according to Nationwide Children’s Hospital in Ohio.

Not all centers are adhering to the CDC'’s guidance. But many are following it to the letter, or even go-
ing further.

When Chicago educator Tamisha Holifield and her daughter had COVID-19 in May, the toddler had to miss
15 days of child care. Bouts of colds have followed, in what Holifield described as a “constant whirlwind”
of sickness that has been stressful both financially and emotionally.

“It's a major inconvenience. But I'm a single parent, so I don't have a choice. If I drop the ball, the game
is over,” Holifield said.

Disruption from illness can have ripple effects on young kids. Unduly stressed parents can become a
stress on the baby, which can in turn cause sleep, gastrointestinal or socialization problems, said Dr. Sherri
Alderman, a developmental-behavioral pediatrician.

The situation has also strained employers. Brad Lukas, chief nursing officer at Corewell Health Beaumont
Grosse Pointe Hospital in Michigan, has seen eight or nine nurses calling out per shift, some because of
sick children.

“We're seeing a lot of people reduce their hours,” Lukas said. His own wife cut back nursing shifts so
she can mostly stay home with their young children.

The continued chaos for young families is isolating, especially when other Americans’ lives are back to
normal, said Lauren Hipp, early learning chief at MomsRising, an advocacy organization.

I feel pretty angry about it,” said Hipp, whose own 2-, 6- and 8-year-old children have been wracked
with illnesses, including RSV. “To feel like society has passed you by is a really difficult and lonely feeling.”
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Today in History WED JAN 04

By The Associated Press undefined

Today in History

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 4, the fourth day of 2023. There are 361 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Jan. 4, 2007, Nancy Pelosi was elected the first female speaker of the House as Democrats took
control of Congress.

On this date:

In 1821, the first native-born American saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton, died in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

In 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in his State of the Union address, called for legislation to provide
assistance for the jobless, elderly, impoverished children and the disabled.

In 1948, Burma (now called Myanmar) became independent of British rule.

In 1964, Pope Paul VI began a visit to the Holy Land, the first papal pilgrimage of its kind

In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson delivered his State of the Union address in which he outlined the
goals of his “Great Society.”

In 1974, President Richard Nixon refused to hand over tape recordings and documents subpoenaed by
the Senate Watergate Committee.

In 1987, 16 people were killed when an Amtrak train bound from Washington, D.C., to Boston collided
with Conrail locomotives that had crossed into its path from a side track in Chase, Maryland.

In 1990, Charles Stuart, who'd claimed that he'd been wounded and his pregnant wife fatally shot by a
robber, leapt to his death off a Boston bridge after he himself became a suspect.

In 1999, Europe’s new currency, the euro, got off to a strong start on its first trading day, rising against
the dollar on world currency markets. Former professional wrestler Jesse Ventura took the oath of office
as Minnesota’s governor.

In 2002, Sgt. 1st Class Nathan Ross Chapman, a U.S. Army Special Forces soldier, was killed by small-
arms fire during an ambush in eastern Afghanistan; he was the first American military death from enemy
fire in the war against terrorism.

In 2006, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon suffered a significant stroke; his official powers were trans-
ferred to his deputy, Ehud Olmert (EH-hood OHL-murt). (Sharon remained in a coma until his death in
January 2014.)

In 2015, Pope Francis named 156 new cardinals, selecting them from 14 countries, including far-flung
corners of the world, to reflect the diversity of the Roman Catholic church and its growth in places like
Asia and Africa.

Ten years ago: The new Congress passed a $9.7 billion bill to help pay flood insurance claims to home-
owners, renters and businesses damaged by Superstorm Sandy. No. 10 Texas A&M beat No. 12 Oklahoma,
41-13, in the Cotton Bowl.

Five years ago: The Trump administration moved to vastly expand offshore drilling from the Atlantic to
the Arctic oceans with a five-year plan that would open up federal waters off of California for the first
time in decades and possibly open new areas of oil and gas exploration along the East Coast. A massive
winter storm roared into the East Coast, dumping as much as 17 inches of snow in some areas. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average burst through the 25,000 mark, closing at 25,075.13 just five weeks after its first
close above 24,000. Ray Thomas, a founding member of the British rock group the Moody Blues, died at
his home south of London at the age of 76, months before the band would be inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame.

One year ago: Nearly a year after the deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, a poll by The Associated
Press and the NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that only about 4 in 10 Republicans recalled
the attack by supporters of Donald Trump as violent or extremely violent; just 22% of Republicans said
Trump bore significant responsibility for the riot. The government reported that a record 4.5 million Ameri-
cans had quit their jobs in November, more evidence that the U.S. job market was bouncing back strongly
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from the coronavirus recession.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Barbara Rush is 96. Opera singer Grace Bumbry is 86. Actor Dyan Cannon is
84. Author-historian Doris Kearns Goodwin is 80. Country singer Kathy Forester (The Forester Sisters) is
69. Actor Ann Magnuson is 68. Rock musician Bernard Sumner (New Order, Joy Division) is 68. Country
singer Patty Loveless is 66. Actor Julian Sands is 65. Rock singer Michael Stipe is 63. Actor Patrick Cassidy
is 61. Actor Dave Foley is 60. Actor Dot Jones is 59. Actor Rick Hearst is 58. Singer-musician Cait O'Riordan
is 58. Actor Julia Ormond is 58. Former tennis player Guy Forget (ghee fohr-ZHAY’) is 58. Country singer
Deana Carter is 57. Rock musician Benjamin Darvill (Crash Test Dummies) is 56. Actor Josh Stamberg is
53. Actor Damon Gupton is 50. Actor-singer Jill Marie Jones is 48. Actor D'Arcy Carden is 43. Christian rock
singer Spencer Chamberlain (Underoath) is 40. Actor Lenora Crichlow is 38. Comedian-actor Charlyne Yi
is 37. MLB All-Star Kris Bryant is 30. Actor-singer Coco Jones is 25.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXToday in History

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 4, the fourth day of 2023. There are 361 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Jan. 4, 2007, Nancy Pelosi was elected the first female speaker of the House as Democrats took
control of Congress.

On this date:

In 1821, the first native-born American saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton, died in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

In 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in his State of the Union address, called for legislation to provide
assistance for the jobless, elderly, impoverished children and the disabled.

In 1948, Burma (now called Myanmar) became independent of British rule.

In 1964, Pope Paul VI began a visit to the Holy Land, the first papal pilgrimage of its kind

In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson delivered his State of the Union address in which he outlined the
goals of his “Great Society.”

In 1974, President Richard Nixon refused to hand over tape recordings and documents subpoenaed by
the Senate Watergate Committee.

In 1987, 16 people were killed when an Amtrak train bound from Washington, D.C., to Boston collided
with Conrail locomotives that had crossed into its path from a side track in Chase, Maryland.

In 1990, Charles Stuart, who'd claimed that he’d been wounded and his pregnant wife fatally shot by a
robber, leapt to his death off a Boston bridge after he himself became a suspect.

In 1999, Europe’s new currency, the euro, got off to a strong start on its first trading day, rising against
the dollar on world currency markets. Former professional wrestler Jesse Ventura took the oath of office
as Minnesota’s governor.

In 2002, Sat. 1st Class Nathan Ross Chapman, a U.S. Army Special Forces soldier, was killed by small-
arms fire during an ambush in eastern Afghanistan; he was the first American military death from enemy
fire in the war against terrorism.

In 2006, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon suffered a significant stroke; his official powers were trans-
ferred to his deputy, Ehud Olmert (EH-hood OHL-murt). (Sharon remained in a coma until his death in
January 2014.)

In 2015, Pope Francis named 156 new cardinals, selecting them from 14 countries, including far-flung
corners of the world, to reflect the diversity of the Roman Catholic church and its growth in places like
Asia and Africa.

Ten years ago: The government reported that the nation’s jobless rate hit 5 percent in December 2007,
a two-year high, fanning recession fears. Britney Spears lost custody of her two sons to ex-husband Kevin
Federline a day after police and paramedics were called to her home.

Five years ago: The new Congress passed a $9.7 billion bill to help pay flood insurance claims to home-
owners, renters and businesses damaged by Superstorm Sandy. No. 10 Texas A&M beat No. 12 Oklahoma,
41-13, in the Cotton Bowl.

One year ago: Nearly a year after the deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, a poll by The Associated
Press and the NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that only about 4 in 10 Republicans recalled
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the attack by supporters of Donald Trump as violent or extremely violent; just 22% of Republicans said
Trump bore significant responsibility for the riot. The government reported that a record 4.5 million Ameri-
cans had quit their jobs in November, more evidence that the U.S. job market was bouncing back strongly
from the coronavirus recession.

Today'’s Birthdays: Actor Barbara Rush is 96. Opera singer Grace Bumbry is 86. Actor Dyan Cannon is 84.
Author-historian Doris Kearns Goodwin is 80. Country singer Kathy Forester (The Forester Sisters) is 68.
Actor Ann Magnuson is 67. Rock musician Bernard Sumner (New Order, Joy Division) is 67. Country singer
Patty Loveless is 66. Actor Julian Sands is 65. Rock singer Michael Stipe is 63. Actor Patrick Cassidy is 61.
Actor Dave Foley is 60. Actor Dot Jones is 59. Actor Rick Hearst is 58. Singer-musician Cait O'Riordan is
58. Actor Julia Ormond is 58. Former tennis player Guy Forget (ghee fohr-ZHAY’) is 58. Country singer
Deana Carter is 57. Rock musician Benjamin Darvill (Crash Test Dummies) is 56. Actor Josh Stamberg is
53. Actor Damon Gupton is 50. Actor-singer Jill Marie Jones is 48. Actor D'Arcy Carden is 43. Christian rock
singer Spencer Chamberlain (Underoath) is 40. Actor Lenora Crichlow is 38. Comedian-actor Charlyne Yi
is 37. MLB All-Star Kris Bryant is 31. Actor-singer Coco Jones is 25.




