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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Groton Community Calendar
Monday, Nov. 28
Senior Menu: Creamed chicken, buttermilk biscuit, 

peas, Mandarin oranges, cookie.
School Breakfast: Breakfast pizza.
School Lunch: Pepperoni pizza, corn.
Noon: Senior Citizens Meet at the Groton Com-

munity Center with potluck dinner.
Emmanuel Lutheran Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.
The Pantry, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 29
Senior Menu: Beef tips in gravy with noodles, 

lettuce salad with dressing, peaches, whole wheat 
bread.

School Breakfast: French toast.
School Lunch: Tacos, refried beans.

Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

James Valley Telco Open House in Groton, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

The Pantry, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
UMC: Bible Study, 10 a.m.; Conde Advent Bible 

Study.
JH GBB hosts Redfield (7th at 6:15 p.m. followed 

by 8th grade game)
Wednesday, Nov. 30
Senior Menu: Baked pork chop, au gratin potatoes, 

carrots, apple sauce, whole wheat bread.
School Breakfast: Egg omelets.
School Lunch: Garlic cheese, bread, cooked car-

rots.
Groton CM&A: Kids’ Club, Youth Group and Adult 

Bible Study begins at 7 pm
Emmanuel Lutheran: Confirmation, 6 p.m.
UMC: Community Coffee Hour, 9:30 a.m.; Confir-

mation, 4 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran: Bible Study, 2:45 p.m.; Con-

1- Upcoming Events
2- Tour of Homes Ad
3- Kid’s Horse Race at Legion Fundraiser
3- JVT Holiday Open House Ad
4- Chamber Ad
5- Weather Pages
9- Daily Devotional
10- 2022 Community Events
11- Subscription Form
12- News from the Associated Press
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Charlie & Jenn DirksCharlie & Jenn Dirks
Tigh & Adrienne FliehsTigh & Adrienne Fliehs

Tom & Barb PaepkeTom & Barb Paepke
Wage Memorial Library & City OfficeWage Memorial Library & City Office

Christmas 
Tour of Homes 

& Holiday 
Party

Olive Grove’s
6th Annual

Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 2022

Tour of 
Homes
4-7 p.m.
Holiday 
Party

4-close
Coffee, Apple Cider and Goodies at the Club House

A variety of snacks served.
$15 tickets available at
Lori’s Pharmacy, Groton

Groton Ford
Hair & Company, Aberdeen
Olive Grove Golf Clubhouse

Come on out for a fun evening!Come on out for a fun evening!
Support your local golf course!Support your local golf course!

Silent Basket Items
Bidding closes at 8:30 p.m.

Live Auction begins at 8:30 p.m.
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Legion members Bruce Babcock and 
Aaron Grant run the children’s favorite 
horse races at the recent Legion Turkey 
Party. (Courtesy photo from Bruce Babcock)
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Happy Monday! Quiet weather expected for today with mostly cloudy skies and our last “warm” day 
before we cool down for Tuesday and Wednesday. Highs will range in the 30s and 40s with colder over-
night lows. A Colorado low tracking across Kansas this evening will keep the accumulating snow out of our 
forecast area and mainly across southern and southeastern SD into Minnesota tonight through Tuesday. 
Miller through Watertown into Ortonville could see up to a trace of snow.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 37.6 °F at 3:15 PM
Low Temp: 17.7 °F at 7:30 AM
Wind: 17 mph at 11:30 PM
Precip: : 0.00 

Day length: 9 hours, 7 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 60 in 2020 
Record Low: -21 in 1985
Average High: 36°F
Average Low: 14°F
Average Precip in Nov.: 0.70
Precip to date in Nov.: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 21.17
Precip Year to Date: 16.50
Sunset Tonight: 4:53:56 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 7:48:06 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
November 28, 2005: A significant winter storm visited the region on November 27-29, 2005, producing 

a wide range of wintry precipitation across the area. Snow and blizzard conditions occurred across central 
and north central South Dakota, while freezing rain and ice accumulations took front stage in northeast 
South Dakota and west central Minnesota. Across most of central and north central South Dakota, snow 
began in the late afternoon and early evening hours of the 27th, with significant snowfall accumulations 
occurring by the time the snow ended later in the day on the 28th. Snowfall accumulations ranged from 
as little as two inches to as much as 20 inches. Strong northwest winds of 30 to 50 mph, with gusts to 
70 mph, caused widespread blizzard conditions from the early morning until the late afternoon hours of 
the 28th. Visibilities were reduced to zero many times across the area with snowdrifts of 5 to 10 feet in 
some places. Some power lines were also brought down in the Pierre and Fort Pierre area due to snow 
accumulation and high winds. Many roads, including Interstate 90, were closed due to the treacherous 
travel conditions. Several accidents occurred during the storm, and many motorists were also stranded. 
Several people had to be rescued. Schools, businesses, government offices, and many other organizations 
were closed. FEMA, state officials, and the governor surveyed the storm damage. Some of the significant 
snowfall amounts included 7 inches at Eureka, 8 inches at Onaka, 10 inches at Onida and Fort Thomp-
son, 11 inches near Presho, 16 inches at Highmore, and 21 inches at Kennebec. To the east of this heavy 
snow and blizzard area, widespread freezing rain began during the morning to early afternoon of the 
27th, creating significant ice accumulations of 1 to over 2 inches. The freezing rain changed to snow on 
the 28th, and northwest winds increased to 30 to 40 mph, gusting to 60 mph. The high winds and heavy 
ice accumulations caused several thousand power poles (some steel), along with several thousand miles 
of power lines, to come down, resulting in widespread power outages. The ice and winds also damaged 
several hundred miles of high-voltage power lines and towers. Some power substations were also shut 
down by the ice and wind. Thousands of trees were also either damaged or downed due to the heavy 
ice accumulations and the wind. Many of the fallen trees and branches caused damage to homes and 
vehicles. The radio station in Milbank went off the air due to its collapsing radio tower. Tens of thousands 
of people in many communities and rural areas were without power for several days, with some people 
without power for as long as two weeks. Telephone and cellular phone service was also down for several 
days. Countless schools, businesses, government offices, and other organizations were closed for several 
days. FEMA, state officials, and the governor also toured this damaged area, resulting in a presidential 
disaster declaration. Hundreds of utility workers from South Dakota, Minnesota, and nine other surround-
ing states worked 14- to 18-hour days in cold conditions to bring power back to the area. The National 
Guard also helped with getting generators, cots, blankets, and meals to storm shelters. Generators sup-
plied power to many communities and rural areas, while others continued without power. Shelters were 
set up for those who did not have generator power or another place to go. There were also problems 
with livestock with the water supplies cut off for some time. One electric cooperative stated that repairs 
to the infrastructure would continue for months and years to restore a system that took decades to build. 
Roads were treacherous with many accidents and rollovers, some resulting in injuries. Due to the icy road 
conditions, many roads were closed, including Interstate 29. Around noon on the 27th, on US Highway 
212 two miles west of Zell in Faulk County, a 59-year old man was killed when his car spun out of control 
and hit an oncoming pickup truck. Around 1:30pm on the 28th, on Day County Road One about two miles 
south of Waubay, a 17-year old girl was killed and three others were injured when one vehicle spun out of 
control and struck a truck in the oncoming lane. Air traffic was also brought to a halt across much of the 
area. This was one of the largest ice storms in the region’s history. One electric cooperative said it was 
the most damage they had in their 65 years of existence. After the icing came snowfall of 2 to 12 inches, 
which combined with the high winds to bring blizzard conditions and low wind chills to northeast South 
Dakota and west central Minnesota from the morning of the 28th until the early morning of the 29th. 
Some of the significant snowfall amounts included 7 inches at Watertown, 8 inches at Waubay, 10 inches 
at Redfield, and 12 inches at Sisseton.
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GRACE FOR OUR GRIEF
God’s grace is greater than any grief we may ever have to endure. Psalm 107 describes the greatness 

of His grace with the Israelites.
First, like them, we are pilgrims: “They wandered in desert wastelands...” We are all “wandering” as 

pilgrims most of the time. We struggle to determine right from wrong and often make wrong decisions 
because we have left God out of our thoughts. We have a great example of what to do when this hap-
pens: When the children of Israel realized that they were wandering, they returned to the Lord and asked 
for His directions. He would always welcome them back and point them, once again, in the right direction. 
Remember, too, the words of Jesus: “I am the way.” Wherever or whenever we wander, His grace is always 
available to welcome us back.

Second, we are all prisoners: “Some of them (were) prisoners, suffering in chains.” Sin fascinates for 
a while, but it soon fastens us in chains that keep us from enjoying God’s best. Habits are easy to form 
but difficult to forsake. But when the Israelites called upon God to free them, He always “snapped” their 
chains, and they were released from their bondage. Whomever God saves, His grace sets free.

Third, we are often overwhelmed with grief when persons we thought loved us turn on us and hurt and 
harm us. “...give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love.” We have all suffered unbearable pain when 
someone whom we thought loved us turned against us and tried to destroy us. Being abandoned is difficult 
to survive alone.  Thank God Jesus said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you!” We have His promise 
of His never-ending presence.

Prayer:  Thank You, Father, that You love us, care for us and will always be there for us. You are Home, 
Freedom, and You are Faithful. Thank You for Your grace. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today:    Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could 
settle. Psalm 107:4

We all need the encouragement, comfort, and peace that comes through God’s grace. Our daily devotion-
als, known as Seeds of Hope, have been a means through which thousands of people have experienced 
this grace. Each devotional comes from God’s Word and we pray this good “seed” finds good soil in your 
heart. Our aim is that the Seeds of Hope will be a great source of daily encouragement to you and that 
God will use them to draw you near to Him
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2022-23 Community Events

07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/11/2022: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/13/2022: Snow Queen Contest
11/19/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White .................$48.99/year
❏ Colored ..........................$79.88/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 6 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months ............................... $42.60
❏ 12 Months ............................. $53.25

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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World Cup frenzy puts strain on Qatar’s camels
By LUJAIN JO and SUMAN NAISHADHAM Associated Press
MESAIEED, Qatar (AP) — Shaheen stretched out on the sand and closed his eyes, but there was little 

time to rest for the camel. World Cup fans coming in droves to the desert outside Doha were ready for 
their perfect Instagram moment: riding a camel on the rolling dunes.

As Qatar welcomes more than a million fans for the monthlong World Cup, even its camels are working 
overtime. Visitors in numbers the tiny emirate has never before seen are rushing to finish a bucket list of 
Gulf tourist experiences between games: ride on a camel’s back, take pictures with falcons and wander 
through the alleyways of traditional markets.

On a recent Friday afternoon, hundreds of visitors in soccer uniforms or draped in flags waited for their 
turn to mount the humpbacked animals. Camels that did not rise were forced up by their handlers. When 
one camel let out a loud grunt, a woman from Australia shrieked, “it sounds like they’re being violated!” 
Nearby, a group of men from Mexico dressed in white Qatari thobes and headdresses took selfies.

“It’s really an amazing feeling because you feel so tall,” 28-year-old Juan Gaul said after his ride. The 
Argentine fan was visiting Qatar for a week from Australia.

Cashing in on the opportunity are the animals’ handlers who, thanks to the World Cup, are making several 
times more than they normally would.

“There’s a lot of money coming in,” said Ali Jaber al Ali, a 49 year-old Bedouin camel herder from Sudan. 
“Thank god, but it’s a lot of pressure.”

Al Ali came to Qatar 15 years ago but has worked with camels since he was a child. On an average 
weekday before the World Cup, Al Ali said his company would offer around 20 rides per day and 50 on 
weekends. Since the World Cup started, Al Ali and the men he works with are providing 500 rides in the 
morning and another 500 in the evening. The company went from having 15 camels to 60, he said.

“Tour guides want to move things fast,” Al Ali said, “so they add pressure on us.”
As crowds formed around them, many camels sat statue-like with cloth muzzles covering their mouths 

and bright saddles on their bodies. The smell of dung filled the air.
Like other Gulf cultures, camels once provided Qataris a vital form of transport and helped in the explo-

ration and development of trade routes. Today, the ungulates figure into cultural pastimes: camel racing 
is a popular sport that takes place on old-school tracks outside the city.

Al Ali said he knows when an animal is tired — usually if it refuses to get up or sits back down after ris-
ing to its feet. He can identify each camel by its facial features.

“I am a Bedouin. I come from a family of Bedouins who care for camels. I grew up loving them,” Al Ali 
said.

But the sudden rise in tourists means there’s less time to rest between rides, he said. A short ride lasts 
just 10 minutes while longer ones run 20 to 30 minutes long.

Normally, Al Ali said a camel can rest after five rides. “Now, people are saying we can’t wait ... because 
they have other plans they need to go to in the middle of the desert,” he said.

Since the World Cup started, the animals are taken for 15 to 20 — sometimes even 40 rides — without 
a break.

Al Ali’s day starts around 4:30 a.m., when he feeds the animals and gets them ready for customers. 
Some tourists have been arriving at dawn, he said, hoping to get the perfect sunrise shot, “so we have to 
work with them and take photos for them.”

From midday until 2 p.m, both handlers and camels rest, he said. “Then we start getting ready for the 
afternoon battle.”

But not every visitor has been taken by the experience.
Pablo Corigliano, a 47 year-old real estate agent from Buenos Aires, said he was hoping for something 

News from the
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more authentic. The excursions start on a stretch of desert by the side of a highway, not far from the 
industrial city of Mesaieed and its vast oil refineries.

“I was expecting something more wild,” said Corigliano. “I thought I would be crossing the desert, but 
when I arrived, I saw a typical tourist point.”

Soon after, Corigliano and a group of friends looked for a dune buggy to race into the desert.

Democrats kept the Senate this year, but 2024 may be harder
By MICHELLE L. PRICE Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Democrats celebrating a successful effort to keep control of the U.S. Senate this year 

will soon confront a 2024 campaign that could prove more challenging.
The party enters the next cycle defending 23 seats, including two held by independents who caucus 

with Democrats. That’s compared with just 10 seats that Republicans hope to keep in their column.
Adding to the potential hurdles is that some 2024 contests are in states that have become increasingly 

hostile to Democrats, including Montana, Ohio and West Virginia. Other Democratic-held seats are in some 
of the same hotly contested states that were at the center of this year’s midterms, such as Pennsylvania, 
Arizona and Nevada. And while Democrats carried each of those races, they did so at great cost and with 
sometimes narrow margins. In Nevada, for instance, Democratic incumbent Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto 
won by less than 1 percentage point, or about 9,000 votes.

For now, both parties insist they’re laser focused on coming out on top in the Dec. 6 Senate runoff in 
Georgia. But Democrats who are on the ballot in 2024 know that they could face fierce headwinds and 
are studying the results of this year’s election, when the party outperformed expectations.

For Nevada Sen. Jacky Rosen, a Democrat facing her first reelection campaign, that means staying fo-
cused on kitchen table issues and touting legislation like the infrastructure law and gun violence legislation 
signed by President Joe Biden.

“We know that races are always close,” Rosen said in an interview. “We never take anything for granted.”
The dynamics of the next Senate campaign could be influenced by a variety of outside factors, par-

ticularly the presidential election and the attention it generates. Biden, who turned 80 this month, has 
said his “intention” is to run for reelection and that he will make a final decision early next year. Former 
President Donald Trump has already announced a third White House bid, and multiple other Republicans 
are lining up to launch campaigns. The eventual nominee in each party could have a profound impact on 
down-ballot races, including those for Senate.

But perhaps the biggest question for Senate Democrats seeking reelection will be who Republicans 
nominate as their opponents. The GOP lost several Senate elections this year, including those in Arizona, 
Pennsylvania and Nevada, after Trump-backed candidates struggled to raise money and connect with a 
broader, more moderate range of voters during the general election.

In Nevada, the Republican field to challenge Rosen has not begun to shape up but is expected to attract 
several contenders. One name receiving attention is Sam Brown, a former U.S. Army captain who was 
awarded a Purple Heart after being severely wounded in Afghanistan. Brown ran for Senate this year and 
put up a strong challenge in the Republican primary before losing to Adam Laxalt, who lost in the general 
election to Cortez Masto.

Richard Hernandez, who was Brown’s campaign adviser, said, “He has committed to his supporters that 
he will never stop fighting for their issues, but he has not made any decisions as to whether that involves 
a future run for office.”

Also in the southwest, Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, a centrist Democrat, will be up for reelection. The 
race, like other recent statewide contests in Arizona, is expected to be very competitive. But Sinema is 
likely to first face a well-funded primary challenger after angering much of the Democratic base by block-
ing or watering down progressive priorities like a minimum wage increase or Biden’s big social spending 
initiatives. She has not said whether she plans to run for reelection.

Sinema’s most prominent potential primary challenger is U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, who has a long his-
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tory of feuding with Sinema. Gallego has not announced his plans for 2024 but has made it no secret that 
he’s thinking about challenging Sinema. He even raised money on the prospect he might oppose Sinema.

An independent expenditure group is also raising money, saying it will support grassroots organizations 
committed to defeating Sinema in a Democratic primary.

Republicans hope a bruising Democratic primary might give them an opening to win the seat after losing 
Senate races in Arizona in three consecutive elections.

Sinema is among a trio of moderate Senate Democrats who have sometimes used their leverage in an 
evenly divided chamber to block or blunt some of Biden’s plans and nominees. They will also be among 
the party’s most vulnerable incumbents in 2024.

The other two senators, Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Jon Tester of Montana, will be running as 
Democrats in states that Trump handily carried in 2020.

Manchin has already drawn a GOP challenger in U.S. Rep. Alex Mooney, who declared a week after win-
ning reelection that he was setting his sights on higher office. Manchin has not yet said whether he’ll run 
for reelection.

Republicans see Tester, a three-term senator, as vulnerable, and the opportunity to run for the seat could 
draw a fierce primary contest between former Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and Rep. Matt Rosendale. 
Zinke, who won a House seat in this year’s midterm elections, said he will decide whether to run next 
year, and Rosendale declined to answer.

Tester has not announced if he will seek another term but has said he anticipates 2024 will be just as 
tough as his last race in 2018, when he beat Rosendale in a close contest.

In Pennsylvania, Democratic U.S. Sen. Bob Casey has not said whether he intends to run for a fourth 
term. Casey easily won reelection in 2018, but Pennsylvania has been competitive for Republicans, includ-
ing in this year’s Senate race won by Democrat John Fetterman.

One potential Republican challenger whose name has been floated in Pennsylvania is former hedge fund 
CEO David McCormick, who narrowly lost the Republican primary in this year’s race to celebrity heart 
surgeon Dr. Mehmet Oz. McCormick advisers declined to comment on that prospect. Conservative activist 
Kathy Barnette, who finished a close third in the Republican primary, didn’t respond to messages about 
whether she’s considering a 2024 campaign.

Wisconsin, which saw Republican Sen. Ron Johnson narrowly win reelection this year, is also expected 
to have another competitive Senate race in two years.

Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin is widely expected to seek a third term but has not officially announced. 
There are no official Republican candidates, but U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher has been talked about as a 
possibility.

Gallagher brushed off a query about whether he was considering challenging Baldwin, saying in a state-
ment that he was focused on tackling issues like inflation and the border over the next two years after 
having just won reelection.

“Any talk of the next election, especially since we just had an election, distracts from the serious work 
we need to do,” he said.

A number of high-profile Republican senators will also be up for reelection in 2024, including Ted Cruz 
of Texas, Josh Hawley of Missouri and Rick Scott of Florida.

On the Democratic side, a number of the party’s former presidential candidates will face voters. Mas-
sachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar and New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
have all said they plan to seek another term.

Vermont independent Sen. Bernie Sanders, who caucuses with Democrats and is one of the most influ-
ential progressives in Congress, has not said if he intends to run for reelection.

In Utah, former presidential candidate Mitt Romney will face his first Senate reelection bid — if he chooses 
to run. Romney remains popular with many residents in Utah but has faced backlash from his own party 
for being the only Republican who voted twice to remove Trump from office after his two impeachments 
by the House.
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When asked if Romney planned to run for reelection, his spokesperson Arielle Mueller did not offer any 

detail on his plans, saying instead that the senator was focused on tackling “significant challenges facing 
the country.”

Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes, a Republican who has been a Trump ally, is one of the GOP figures 
who has been seen as a potential 2024 Senate candidate in the state. Reyes’ longtime political consultant 
Alan Crooks wouldn’t say whether the attorney general will launch a campaign but argued he was getting 
pressure from within Utah and outside the state to have him run.

“He’s certainly set up to run, but it does not mean he’s considering it,” Crooks said.

Crews rescue 2 from plane caught in power lines in Maryland
GAITHERSBURG, Md. (AP) — Two people were rescued early Monday more than six hours after their 

small plane crashed into live power lines, causing widespread outages in Montgomery County, Maryland.
Montgomery County Fire Chief Scott Goldstein said the plane got stuck in the lines about 100 feet (30 

meters) above the ground at around 5:40 p.m. Sunday. Responders secured it to the tower at 12:16 a.m. 
Monday, and the first occupant was removed from the plane at 12:25 a.m. The second occupant was out 
at 12:36 a.m.

Maryland State Police identified them as pilot Patrick Merkle, 65, of Washington, D.C., and passenger 
Janet Williams, 66, of Marrero, Louisiana. Both suffered serious but non-life-threatening injuries and that 
hypothermia had set in while they waited to be pulled from the plane, Goldstein said.

The single-engine Mooney M20J hMad departed White Plains, New York, and crashed into a power line 
tower near Montgomery County Airpark in Gaithersburg, the Federal Aviation Administration said in a 
statement. The FAA, National Transportation Safety Board and Maryland State Police are investigating.

Utility contractors had to disconnect the high-tension wires to make it safe for rescuers to stabilize the 
plane.

The utility Pepco had reported that about 120,000 customers were without power in Montgomery County, 
but most of them, outside of the crash site, had their electricity restored before the people were pulled 
from the plane.

The Montgomery County Public School system tweeted late Sunday night that its schools and offices 
would be closed Monday due to the outage’s impact on safety and school operations.

Goldstein said it could take days to remove the plane and reconnect the power lines.

Ukraine on edge for more attacks, West eyes humanitarian aid
By JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press
KYIV (AP) — Ukraine prepared for more Russian strikes on Monday and warned of the possibility for a 

new round of evacuations from the capital during a relative lull from the airstrikes on energy facilities and 
other key infrastructure in recent weeks.

In the West, meanwhile, preparations were stepped up to boost humanitarian aid to Ukraine so that 
the population can enjoy some warmth during their coldest months of need and keep the resolve of the 
nation as high as possible.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy warned that Russian troops “are preparing new strikes and as 
long as they have missiles, they won’t stop.”

“The upcoming week can be as hard as the one that passed,” he said.
Norwegian Foreign Minister Anniken Huitfeldt visited the capital, Kyiv, Monday and said it was “a desper-

ate situation that we are now witnessing. Many here face a grim choice: to flee or to freeze. The Russian 
warfare is unparalleled cynicism.”

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said that part of the city’s 3 million people might well have to be evacuated 
to places where essential services would be less prone to shutdowns caused by missile attacks.

Russia has pounded energy facilities around Kyiv with a barrage of missile strikes, resulting in power 
outages and halts in water supplies to the city.
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And with temperatures hovering around freezing, and expected to dip as low as minus 11C (12 Fahren-

heit) in little more than a week, international help was increasingly focused on items like generators and 
autotransformers, to make sure blackouts that affect everything from kitchens to operating rooms are as 
limited and short as possible.

Russian President Vladimir Putin “continues trying to make Ukraine a black hole — no light, no electric-
ity, no heating to put the Ukrainians into the darkness and the cold,” said European foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell. “So we have to continue our support providing more material for the Ukrainians to face the 
winter without electricity.”

Borrell was leading a meeting of EU ministers that would specifically “look at the Ukrainian war from the 
point of view of a humanitarian crisis.”

Over the next three days NATO top officials and foreign ministers will be gathering in Bucharest, Romania, 
where such humanitarian aspects will also be assessed.

Ukraine’s energy provider Ukrenergo said Monday that it is still short 27% of output after Russian strikes 
on energy infrastructure. “The scale and complexity of the damage are high, and repair works have con-
tinued around the clock,” the company said in a statement.

Power supply was restored to 17% of residents in the southern city of Kherson, which Ukraine reclaimed 
earlier this month. The Russians have continued pounding the city with artillery barrages.

Ukraine’s presidential office said Monday that at least four civilians were killed and 11 others wounded 
in the latest Russian attacks. It said intense fighting is continuing along the front line in the east, with the 
Russians shelling Bakhmut and Toretsk at the epicenter of the fighting.

“People are sheltering in the basements, many of which are filled by water,” said Donetsk Gov. Pavlo 
Kyrylenko. “They have been living in catastrophic conditions without power or heating.”

Also Monday, Russia denied that it had plans to withdraw from the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in 
southern Ukraine, which it has occupied since the early days of the war.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in a call with reporters that it was pointless to look for signs of 
a pullback from the plant “when there are none and there can’t be.”

Peskov’s comments were in response to Ukrainian claims that the Russian forces were bound to retreat 
from the plant as they face a continuing Ukrainian counteroffensive.

The plant has been shut down following repeated shelling, for which Russia and Ukraine have traded 
blame. The U.N. nuclear watchdog and international leaders have urged Russia to demilitarize the plant to 
avoid a nuclear disaster, but Moscow has rejected the demands, arguing that it needs to maintain troops 
there to ensure its safety.

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa starts to erupt, sending ash nearby
HONOLULU (AP) — Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the world’s largest active volcano, has started to erupt, prompt-

ing volcanic ash and debris to fall nearby, authorities said Monday.
The eruption began late Sunday night in the summit caldera of the volcano on the Big Island, the U.S. 

Geological Survey said. Early Monday, it said lava flows were contained within the summit area and weren’t 
threatening nearby communities.

The agency warned residents at risk from Mauna Loa lava flows should review their eruption prepara-
tions. Scientists had been on alert because of a recent spike in earthquakes at the summit of the volcano, 
which last erupted in 1984.

Mauna Loa, rising 13,679 feet (4,169 meters) above sea level, is the much larger neighbor to Kilauea 
volcano, which erupted in a residential neighborhood and destroyed 700 homes in 2018. Some of its slopes 
are much steeper than Kilauea’s so when it erupts, its lava can flow much faster.

During a 1950 eruption, the mountain’s lava traveled 15 miles (24 kilometers) to the ocean in less than 
three hours.
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‘We the People’ is the White House’s theme for the holidays

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Drawing decorating inspiration from America’s founding documents, Jill Biden 

chose a “We the People” theme to deck the White House halls and to remind Americans of what unites 
them throughout the year, especially during the holidays.

Journalists were given a sneak peek early Monday before the first lady was to unveil the transformational 
work of a small army of volunteer decorators during an event later in the day.

As part of Joining Forces, her White House initiative to support military families, Biden will be joined by 
National Guard leaders from across the country, as well as National Guard families. Her late son, Beau 
Biden, was a major in the Delaware Army National Guard.

“The soul of our nation is, and always has been, ‘We the People,’” she says in prepared remarks released 
by the White House. “And that is what inspired this year’s White House holiday decoration.”

The decorations include more than 83,000 twinkling lights on trees, garlands, wreaths and other displays, 
77 Christmas trees and 25 wreaths on the exterior of the executive mansion.

A copy of the Declaration of Independence is on display in the library, while the always-show-stopping 
gingerbread White House includes a sugar cookie replica of Philadelphia’s Independence Hall, where the 
Constitution and Declaration of Independence were signed. The Constitution opens with the phrase, “We 
the People.”

“The values that unite us can be found all around you, a belief in possibility, optimism and unity,” Biden 
says in her prepared remarks. “Room by room, we represent what brings us together during the holidays 
and throughout the year.”

A new addition this year is a menorah, used in Jewish worship, that was built by White House carpenters 
from wood that was removed during a Truman-era renovation. The menorah is located on the State Floor.

Some 50,000 visitors are expected to pass through the White House during the holidays, including tour-
ists and guests invited to various receptions. Among them will be French President Emmanuel Macron, 
who is scheduled to meet with President Joe Biden on Thursday and be honored that evening at a White 
House state dinner, the first of the Biden administration.

More than 150 volunteers began decorating the interior and the exterior of the White House last week 
and continued through the Thanksgiving holiday. Planning began in the spring.

Illustrations of the family pets — dog Commander and cat Willow — can be found in the Vermeil Room, 
where the décor represents different ways of showing kindness and gratitude.

Groupings of snowy trees fill corners of the East Room, which reflects nature and recreation. Four well-
known national parks are depicted on the fireplace mantels: Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Great Smoky 
Mountains and Shenandoah.

In the Blue Room, the official White House Christmas tree — an 18 1/2-foot (5.6-meter) Concolor fir 
from Auburn, Pennsylvania — is decorated to represent unity and hope with handmade renderings of the 
official birds from all 57 territories, states and the District of Columbia.

The State Dining Room is dedicated to the next generation — children — and trees there are decorated 
with ornaments that are self-portraits of the students of the 2021 Teachers of the Year, “ensuring that 
children see themselves” in the décor, the White House said.

Hanging from the fireplace in the State Dining Room are the Biden family Christmas stockings.
The gingerbread White House was made using 20 sheets of sugar cookie dough, 30 sheets of gingerbread 

dough, 100 pounds (45 kilograms) of pastillage, 30 pounds (14 kilograms) of chocolate and 40 pounds (18 
kilograms) of royal icing.

“We the People” are celebrated in the Grand Foyer and Cross Hall on the State Floor, where metal rib-
bons also are inscribed with the names of all the states, territories and the District of Columbia.

“Mirrored ornaments and reflective surfaces ensure that visitors can see themselves in the décor, not-
ing that the strength of our country — the Soul of our Nation — comes from ‘We the People,’” the White 
House said.
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The White House noted that the holiday guide book visitors will receive was designed this year by Las 

Vegas-based Daria Peoples, who is Black. Peoples is a former elementary school teacher who has written 
and illustrated a series of picture books to support children of color, including those who have experienced 
race-based trauma.

Ex-prison warden faces trial over inmate abuse allegations
By MICHAEL R. SISAK and MICHAEL BALSAMO Associated Press
The former warden of an abuse-plagued federal women’s prison known as the “rape club” goes on trial 

Monday, accused of molesting inmates and forcing them to pose naked in their cells.
Ray J. Garcia, who retired after the FBI found nude photos of inmates on his government-issued phone 

last year, is among five workers charged with abusing inmates at the federal correctional institution in 
Dublin, California, and the first to go to trial.

Opening statements and the first witnesses are expected Monday in federal court in Oakland. Garcia, 
55, has pleaded not guilty. If convicted, he would face up to 15 years in prison.

An Associated Press investigation in February revealed a culture of abuse and cover-up that had persisted 
for years at the prison, about 21 miles (34 kilometers) east of Oakland. That reporting led to increased 
scrutiny from Congress and pledges from the federal Bureau of Prisons that it would fix problems and 
change the culture at the prison.

Garcia is charged with abusing three inmates between December 2019 and July 2021, but jurors could 
hear from as many as six women who say he groped them and told them to pose naked or in provocative 
clothing. U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers said prosecutors can call three additional accusers 
as witnesses, even though their allegations are not part of his indictment.

Garcia’s lawyer has repeatedly declined to comment, saying he would respond to the charges “only 
through the court process.” Court filings indicate the defense plans to argue that Garcia took pictures of 
one inmate because he wanted documentation that she was breaching policy by standing around naked.

The case, with shades of #MeToo behind bars, is also likely to put a spotlight on the Bureau of Prisons, 
calling into question its handling of sexual abuse complaints from inmates against staff and the vetting 
process for the people it chooses to run its prisons.

Garcia was promoted from associate warden to warden in November 2020 while he was still abusing 
inmates, prosecutors say. The Bureau of Prisons has said it didn’t find out about the abuse until later. 
Garcia is the highest-ranking federal prison official arrested in more than 10 years.

The agency’s new director, Colette Peters, has reiterated the agency’s zero-tolerance policy for staff 
sexual misconduct and has called for harsher punishment for workers who commit abuse. But as abuse 
raged at Dublin, the process for reporting it was inherently broken.

Garcia was in charge of staff and inmate training on reporting abuse and complying with the federal Prison 
Rape Elimination Act at the same time he was committing abuse, prosecutors say, and some inmates say 
they were sent to solitary confinement or other prisons for accusing employees of abuse.

Prosecutors say Garcia tried to keep his victims quiet with promises that he’d help them get early release. 
He allegedly told one victim he was “close friends” with the prison official responsible for investigating 
staff misconduct and couldn’t be fired. According to an indictment, he said he liked to cavort with inmates 
because, given their lack of power, they couldn’t “ruin him.”

Garcia is also accused of ordering inmates to strip naked for him as he made his rounds and of lying 
to federal agents who asked him if he had ever asked inmates to undress for him or had inappropriately 
touched a female inmate.

“If they’re undressing, I’ve already looked,” Garcia told the FBI in July 2021, according to court records. 
“I don’t, like, schedule a time like, ‘You be undressed, and I’ll be there.’”

Garcia was placed on administrative leave before retiring, He was arrested in September 2021.
The inmates were not identified in court papers. The AP generally does not name people who say they 

are victims of sexual assault unless they consent to being identified.
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All sexual activity between a prison worker and an inmate is illegal. Correctional employees enjoy sub-

stantial power over inmates, controlling every aspect of their lives from mealtime to lights out, and there 
is no scenario in which an inmate can give consent.

Earlier this month, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco directed federal prosecutors across the U.S. to 
“consider the full array of statutes,” including the federal Violence Against Women Act in cases involving 
Bureau of Prisons employees who are accused of sexual misconduct.

In those cases, Monaco said prosecutors should consider asking judges for sentences that go beyond 
the federal guidelines if the sentence recommended in the guidelines isn’t “fair and proportional to the 
seriousness of the offenses.”

Monaco, a key player in the Justice Department’s attempt to reform the federal prison system, meets 
regularly with Bureau of Prisons director and the department’s inspector general and has met with U.S. 
attorneys and FBI Director Christopher Wray to emphasize the need to pursue charges when prison em-
ployees commit misconduct.

Of the four other Dublin workers charged with abusing inmates, three have pleaded guilty and one is 
scheduled to stand trial next year. James Theodore Highhouse, the prison’s chaplain, is appealing his seven-
year prison sentence, arguing that it was excessive because it was more than double the recommended 
punishment in federal sentencing guidelines.

Biden boosts US effort to stem sexual violence in war zones
By HOPE YEN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is strengthening U.S. policy aimed at stemming sexual vio-

lence in war conflict zones, elevating the problem — increasingly documented in Ukraine and elsewhere 
— to the level of a possible serious human rights abuse that triggers sanctions and other actions against 
foreign perpetrators.

Biden, a Democrat, on Monday will sign a presidential memorandum that seeks to combat the use of 
rape by both foreign governments and individuals as a weapon of war, according to a senior administration 
official, who insisted on anonymity to discuss the decision ahead of the announcement.

The memorandum directs for the first time that the State and Treasury departments and other agen-
cies give equal consideration of acts of sexual violence to other serious human rights abuses in leveraging 
sanctions and other punishment against foreign actors and to respond to the full extent possible, the 
official said.

Currently, U.S. policy allows for the imposition of sanctions for conflict-related sexual violence, but it is 
not commonly used.

Biden’s action comes when the United Nations has warned that sexual violence in Ukraine, especially 
against women and girls, remains prevalent and underreported. U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield 
has previously cited “a mountain of credible reports of atrocities committed by Russia’s forces against 
civilians,” including “horrific accounts of sexual violence.”

The Biden administration on Monday pointed to a proliferation of sexual violence cases in Ukraine, Ethio-
pia and elsewhere. It cited a U.N. report that found 3,293 verified sexual violence cases in 2021 across 
18 countries, an increase of about 800 compared with the previous year. The U.N. has estimated that for 
each rape reported in connection with a conflict, about 10 to 20 cases go undocumented.

The administration had previously pledged $400,000 in addition to its annual contribution of $1.75 million 
to the Office of the U.N. Special Representative to the Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict. 
The State Department plans an added investment of $5.5 million over the next two years to civil society 
projects and survivor groups seeking sexual violence accountability and will expand programs to help 
survivors and investigate and document acts of such violence.

China eases COVID rules after protests, keeps wider strategy
By JOE McDONALD Associated Press
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BEIJING (AP) — Chinese authorities eased some anti-virus rules but affirmed their severe “zero COVID” 

strategy Monday after protesters demanded President Xi Jinping resign in the biggest show of opposition 
to the ruling Communist Party in decades.

The government made no comment on the protests or the criticism of Xi, but the decision to ease at 
least some of the restrictions appeared to be aimed at quelling anger. Still, analysts don’t expect the gov-
ernment to back down on its COVID strategy and note authorities are adept at stifling dissent.

It wasn’t clear how many people were detained since protests began Friday and spread to cities includ-
ing Shanghai, the country’s financial center, and the capital, Beijing.

The city government of Beijing announced Monday it would no longer set up gates to block access to 
apartment compounds where infections are found. It made no mention of a deadly fire last week that set 
off the protests following questions about whether firefighters or victims trying to escape were blocked 
by locked doors or other anti-virus controls.

“Passages must remain clear for medical transportation, emergency escapes and rescues,” said a city 
official in charge of epidemic control, Wang Daguang, according to the official China News Service.

In addition, the southern manufacturing and trade metropolis of Guangzhou, the biggest hotspot in 
China’s latest wave of infections, announced some residents will no longer be required to undergo mass 
testing. It cited a need to conserve resources.

Urumqi, where the deadly fire occurred, and another city in the Xinjiang region in the northwest an-
nounced markets and other businesses in areas deemed at low risk of infection would reopen this week 
and public bus service would resume.

“Zero COVID,” which aims to isolate every infected person, has helped to keep China’s case numbers 
lower than those of the United States and other major countries. But it has confined millions of people to 
their homes for up to four months, and some have complained about a lack of reliable food and medical 
supplies.

The ruling party promised last month to reduce disruption by changing quarantine and other rules. But 
public acceptance is wearing thin after a spike in infections prompted cities to tighten controls.

On Monday, the number of new daily cases rose to 40,347, including 36,525 with no symptoms.
The ruling party newspaper People’s Daily called for its anti-virus strategy to be carried out effectively, 

indicating Xi’s government has no plans to change course.
“Facts have fully proved that each version of the prevention and control plan has withstood the test of 

practice,” a People’s Daily commentator wrote.
Protests spread to at least eight major cities. Most protesters complained about excessive restrictions, 

but some turned their anger at Xi, China’s most powerful leader since at least the 1980s. In a video that 
was verified by The Associated Press, a crowd in Shanghai on Saturday chanted, “Xi Jinping! Step down! 
CCP! Step down!”

Hours after police broke up the demonstration, people returned to the same spot on Sunday for another 
protest. Dozens of people were detained in police sweeps and driven away in police vans and buses, 
though the exact number was not clear.

In one sweep witnessed by an AP journalist, officers charged and tackled bystanders at an intersection 
near where earlier protests had taken place, even though the bystanders were not chanting or express-
ing dissent in any visible way.

The British Broadcasting Corp. said one of its reporters was beaten, kicked, handcuffed and detained 
for several hours by Shanghai police but later released.

The BBC criticized what it said was Chinese authorities’ explanation that its reporter was detained to 
prevent him from contracting the coronavirus from the crowd. “We do not consider this a credible expla-
nation,” the broadcaster said in a statement.

A Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman, Zhao Lijian, said the BBC reporter failed to identify 
himself and “didn’t voluntarily present” his press credential.

“Foreign journalists need to consciously follow Chinese laws and regulations,” Zhao said.
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Swiss broadcaster RTS said its correspondent and a cameraman were detained while doing a live broadcast 

but released a few minutes later. A journalist for The Associated Press was detained but later released.
Eyewitnesses told the AP about protests that took place in Guangzhou and in Chengdu in the southwest. 

Videos that said they were filmed in Nanjing in the east, Chongqing in the southwest and other cities 
showed protesters tussling with police in white protective suits or dismantling barricades used to seal off 
neighborhoods. AP could not verify that all those protests took place or where.

Police smash European cocaine ‘super cartel,’ arrest 49
By SAMUEL PETREQUIN Associated Press
BRUSSELS (AP) — Law enforcement authorities in six different countries have joined forces to take 

down a “super cartel” of drugs traffickers controlling about one third of the cocaine trade in Europe, the 
European Union crime agency said on Monday.

Europol said 49 suspects have been arrested during the investigation, with the latest series of raids 
across Europe and the United Arab Emirates taking place between Nov. 8-19.

The agency said police forces involved in “Operation Desert Light” targeted both the “command-and-
control center and the logistical drugs trafficking infrastructure in Europe.”

Over 30 metric tons (33 tons) of drugs were seized during the investigations run in Spain, France, Belgium, 
the Netherlands and the UAE with the support of Europol. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration also 
played a role in bringing down the organization, which was also involved in money laundering, Europol said.

“The scale of cocaine importation into Europe under the suspects’ control and command was massive,” 
Europol said, adding that the suspects used encrypted communications to organize drugs shipments.

The Netherlands was the country where most of the arrests were made, with 14 suspects arrested in 
2021. Europol said six “high-value targets” were arrested in Dubai.

Dutch authorities said one of the suspects arrested in Dubai allegedly imported thousands of kilos of 
cocaine into the Netherlands in 2020 and 2021. The 37-year-old man with both Dutch and Moroccan na-
tionality is also being prosecuted for laundering large amounts of money and possession of firearms. Police 
started investigating him after investigators cracked the encrypted messaging service Sky ECC, which is 
popular with criminals.

A 40-year-old Dutch-Bosnian citizen was also arrested in Dubai following an investigation based on in-
tercepted Sky messages, according to Dutch police. He is suspected of importing into Europe cocaine and 
raw materials for the production of amphetamines.

Record amounts of cocaine are being seized in Europe. Its availability on the continent has never been 
higher, with extremely high purity and low prices.

More than 214 tons of cocaine were seized in the region in 2020, a 6% increase from the previous year, 
and experts from the European Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drug Addiction believe that amount could 
reach 300 metric tons (330 tons) in 2022.

China’s Xi faces threat from public anger over ‘zero COVID’
By DAKE KANG Associated Press
SHANGHAI (AP) — Barely a month after granting himself new powers as China’s potential leader for life, 

Xi Jinping is facing a wave of public anger of the kind not seen for decades, sparked by his “zero COVID” 
strategy that will soon enter its fourth year.

Demonstrators poured into the streets over the weekend in cities including Shanghai and Beijing, criti-
cizing the policy, confronting police — and even calling for Xi to step down. Students at some universities 
also protested.

Widespread demonstrations are unprecedented since the army crushed the 1989 student-led pro-
democracy movement centered on Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.

Most protesters focused their anger on restrictions that can confine families to their homes for months 
and have been criticized as neither scientific nor effective. Some complained the system is failing to re-
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spond to their needs.

The cries for the resignation of Xi and the end of the Communist Party that has ruled China for 73 years 
could be deemed sedition, which is punishable by prison.

In response, police in Shanghai used pepper spray to drive away demonstrators, and dozens were detained 
in police sweeps and taken away in police vans and buses. China’s vast internal security apparatus is also 
famed for identifying people it considers troublemakers and picking them up later when few are watching.

The possibility of more protests is unclear. Government censors scrubbed the internet of videos and 
messages supporting them. And analysts say unless divisions emerge, the Communist Party should be 
able to contain the dissent.

China’s stringent measures were originally accepted for minimizing deaths while other countries suffered 
devastating waves of infections, but that consensus has begun to fray in recent weeks.

While the ruling party says anti-coronavirus measures should be “targeted and precise” and cause the 
least possible disruption to people’s lives, local officials are threatened with losing their jobs or other pun-
ishments if outbreaks occur. They have responded by imposing quarantines and other restrictions that 
protesters say exceed what the central government allows.

Xi’s unelected government doesn’t seem too concerned with the hardships brought by the policy. This 
spring, millions of Shanghai residents were placed under a strict lockdown that resulted in food shortages, 
restricted access to medical care and economic pain. Nevertheless, in October, the city’s party secretary, 
a Xi loyalist, was appointed to the Communist Party’s No. 2 position.

The party has long imposed surveillance and travel restrictions on minorities including Tibetans and 
Muslim groups such as Uyghurs, more than 1 million of whom have been detained in camps where they 
are forced to renounce their traditional culture and religion and swear fealty to Xi.

But this weekend’s protests included many members of the educated urban middle class from the ethnic 
Han majority. The ruling party relies on that group to abide by an unwritten post-Tiananmen agreement 
to accept autocratic rule in exchange for a better quality of life.

Now, it appears that old arrangement has ended as the party enforces control at the expense of the 
economy, said Hung Ho-fung of Johns Hopkins University.

“The party and the people are trying to seek a new equilibrium,” he said. “There will be some instability 
in the process.”

To develop into something on the scale of the 1989 protests would require clear divisions within the 
leadership that could be leveraged for change, Hung said.

Xi all but eliminated such threats at an October party congress. He broke with tradition and awarded 
himself a third five-year term as party leader and packed the seven-member Politburo Standing Commit-
tee with loyalists. Two potential rivals were sent into retirement.

“Without the clear signal of party leader divisions ... I would expect this kind of protest might not last 
very long,” Hung said.

It’s “unimaginable” that Xi would back down, and the party is experienced in handling protests, Hung said.
China is now the only major country still trying to stop transmission of the virus that was first detected 

in the central city of Wuhan in late 2019.
The normally supportive head of the World Health Organization has called “zero COVID” unsustainable. 

Beijing dismissed his remarks as irresponsible, but public acceptance of the restrictions has worn thin.
People who are quarantined at home in some areas say they lack food and medicine. And the ruling 

party faced anger over the deaths of two children whose parents said anti-virus controls hampered efforts 
to get emergency medical care.

Protests then erupted after a fire on Thursday killed at least 10 people in an apartment building in the 
city of Urumqi in the northwest, where some residents have been locked in their homes for four months. 
That prompted an outpouring of angry questions online about whether firefighters or people trying to 
escape were blocked by locked doors or other pandemic restrictions.

Yet Xi, an ardent nationalist, has politicized the issue to the point that exiting the “zero COVID” policy 
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could be seen as a loss to his reputation and authority.

“Zero COVID” was “supposed to demonstrate the superiority of the ‘Chinese model,’ but ended up dem-
onstrating the risk that when authoritarian regimes make mistakes, those mistakes can be colossal,” said 
Andrew Nathan, a Chinese politics specialist at Columbia University. He edited The Tiananmen Papers, an 
insider account of the government’s response to the 1989 protests.

“But I think the regime has backed itself into a corner and has no way to yield. It has lots of force, and 
if necessary, it will use it,” Nathan said. “If it could hold onto power in the face of the pro-democracy 
demonstrations of 1989, it can do so again now.”

Prince William focuses U.S. trip on climate amid Harry row
By DANICA KIRKA Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Prince William and the Princess of Wales will be looking to focus attention on their 

Earthshot Prize for environmental innovators when they make their first visit to the United States in eight 
years this week, a trip clouded by tensions with William’s brother, Prince Harry, and his wife, Meghan, who 
have criticized Britain’s royal family in the American media.

William and his wife, Catherine, will travel to Boston on Wednesday for three days of public engagements 
before announcing the prize winners on Friday in a ceremony headlined by pop star Billie Eilish.

Boston, birthplace of John F. Kennedy, was chosen to host the second annual prize ceremony because 
the late president’s 1962 “moonshot” speech — setting the challenge for Americans to reach the moon 
by the end of the decade — inspired the prince and his partners to set a similar goal for finding solutions 
to climate change and other environmental problems by 2030. The first Earthshot Prizes were awarded 
last year in London just before the U.K. hosted the COP26 climate conference.

But as much as the royals try to focus on the prize, William is likely to face questions about Harry and 
Meghan, who have criticized the royal family for racism and insensitive treatment in interviews with Oprah 
Winfrey and other U.S. media. The Netflix series “The Crown” has also resurrected some of the more 
troubled times of the House of Windsor just as the royal family tries to show that it remains relevant in 
modern, multicultural Britain following the death of Queen Elizabeth II.

“You could say that the royal family, particularly as far as America is concerned, have had a bit of a 
bumpy ride of late,’’ said Joe Little, the managing editor of Majesty Magazine. “They’ve come in for huge 
amounts of criticism on the back of ‘The Crown’ and also the Oprah Winfrey interview, which has not 
particularly reflected well on the House of Windsor, so I think it’s a good opportunity whilst they’re in the 
U.S. … to sort of redress the balance if at all possible.’’

Whatever those efforts are, they will take place in and around Boston, where William and Kate will re-
main for their entire visit.

The royal couple will keep the focus on environmental issues, meeting with local organizations respond-
ing to rising sea levels in Boston and visiting Greentown Labs in Somerville, Massachusetts, an incubator 
hub where local entrepreneurs are working on projects to combat climate change.

But they will also address broader issues, using their star power to highlight the work of Roca Inc., which 
tries to improve the lives of young people by addressing issues such as racism, poverty and incarceration. 
They will also visit Harvard University’s Center on the Developing Child, a leader on research into the 
long-term impact of early childhood experiences.

William and Kate will also meet with Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and visit the John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Library and Museum with the late president’s daughter, Caroline Kennedy.

“The prince and princess are looking forward to spending time in Boston, and to learning more about 
the issues that are affecting local people, as well as to celebrating the incredible climate solutions that will 
be spotlighted through the Earthshot Prize,” their Kensington Palace office said in a statement.

Earthshot offers 1 million pounds ($1.2 million) in prize money to the winners of five separate categories: 
nature protection, clean air, ocean revival, waste elimination and climate change. The winners and all 15 
finalists also receive help in expanding their projects to meet global demand.
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Among the finalists is a startup from Kenya that aims to provide cleaner-burning stoves to make cook-

ing safer and reduce indoor air pollution. It was the brainchild of Charlot Magayi, who grew up in one of 
Nairobi’s largest slums and sold charcoal for fuel.

When her daughter was severely burned by a charcoal-fired stove in 2012, she developed a stove that 
uses a safer fuel made from a combination of charcoal, wood and sugarcane. The stoves cut costs for 
users, reduce toxic emissions and lower the risk of burns, Magayi says.

Other finalists include Fleather, a project in India that creates an alternative to leather out of floral waste; 
Hutan, an effort to protect orangutans in Malaysia; and SeaForester, which seeks to restore kelp forests 
that capture carbon and promote biodiversity.

The winners will be announced Friday at Boston’s MGM Music Hall as part of a glitzy show headlined 
by Eilish, Annie Lennox, Ellie Goulding and Chloe x Halle. It will include video narrated by naturalist David 
Attenborough and actor Cate Blanchett.

Prizes will be presented by actor Rami Malek, comedian Catherine O’Hara, and actor and activist Shailene 
Woodley. The show will be co-hosted by the BBC’s Clara Amfo and American actor and producer Daniel 
Dae Kim.

The ceremony will be broadcast Sunday on the BBC in the U.K., PBS in the U.S. and Multichoice across 
Africa.

14 years on, NATO to renew a vow to Ukraine
By LORNE COOK and STEPHEN MCGRATH Associated Press
BUCHAREST (AP) — NATO returns on Tuesday to the scene of one of its most controversial decisions, 

intent on repeating its vow that Ukraine — now suffering through the 10th month of a war against Rus-
sia — will join the world’s biggest military alliance one day.

NATO foreign ministers will gather for two days at the Palace of the Parliament in the Romanian capital 
Bucharest. It was there in April 2008 that U.S. President George W. Bush persuaded his allies to open 
NATO’s door to Ukraine and Georgia, over vehement Russian objections.

“NATO welcomes Ukraine’s and Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations for membership in NATO. We agreed 
today that these countries will become members of NATO,” the leaders said in a statement. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, who was at the summit, described this as “a direct threat” to Russia’s security.

About four months later, Russian forces invaded Georgia.
Some experts describe the decision in Bucharest as a massive error that left Russia feeling cornered by 

a seemingly ever-expanding NATO. NATO counters that it doesn’t pressgang countries into joining, and 
that some requested membership to seek protection from Russia — as Finland and Sweden are doing now.

More than 14 years on, NATO will pledge this week to support Ukraine long-term as it defends itself 
against Russian aerial, missile and ground attacks — many of which have struck power grids and other 
civilian infrastructure, depriving millions of people of electricity and heating.

“NATO will continue to stand with Ukraine for as long as it takes. We will not back down,” the organiza-
tion’s top civilian official, Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, vowed last week.

North Macedonia and Montenegro have joined the U.S.-led organization in recent years. With this, Stol-
tenberg said, “we have demonstrated that NATO’s door is open and that it is for NATO allies and aspirant 
countries to decide on membership. This is also the message to Ukraine.”

This gathering in Bucharest is likely to see NATO make fresh pledges of non-lethal support to Ukraine: 
fuel, electricity generators, medical supplies, winter equipment and drone jamming devices.

Individual allies are also likely to announce fresh supplies of military equipment for Ukraine — chiefly 
the air defense systems that Kyiv so desperately seeks to protect its skies. NATO as an organization will 
not offer such supplies, to avoid being dragged into a wider war with nuclear-armed Russia.

But the ministers, along with their Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba, will also look further afield.
“Over the longer term we will help Ukraine transition from Soviet-era equipment to modern NATO stan-

dards, doctrine and training,” Stoltenberg said. This will not only improve Ukraine’s armed forces and help 
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them to better integrate, it will also meet some of the conditions for membership.

That said, Ukraine will not join NATO anytime soon. With the Crimean Peninsula annexed, and Russian 
troops and pro-Moscow separatists holding parts of the south and east, it’s not clear what Ukraine’s bor-
ders would even look like.

Many of the 30 allies believe the focus now must be uniquely on defeating Russia.
But even as economic pressure — high electricity and gas prices, plus inflation, all exacerbated by the 

war — mounts on many allies, Stoltenberg would not press Ukraine to enter into peace talks, and indeed 
NATO and European diplomats say that Putin does not appear willing to come to the table.

“Most wars end with negotiations,” he said. “But what happens at the negotiating table depends on 
what happens on the battlefield. Therefore, the best way to increase the chances for a peaceful solution 
is to support Ukraine.”

The foreign ministers of Bosnia, Georgia and Moldova — three partners that NATO says are under in-
creasing Russian pressure — will also be in Bucharest. Stoltenberg said NATO would “take further steps 
to help them protect their independence, and strengthen their ability to defend themselves.

Surgeons work by flashlight as Ukraine power grid battered
By YURAS KARMANAU, SAM MEDNICK and DASHA LITVINOVA Associated Press
KHERSON, Ukraine (AP) — Dr. Oleh Duda, a cancer surgeon at a hospital in Lviv, Ukraine, was in the 

middle of a complicated, dangerous surgery when he heard explosions nearby. Moments later, the lights 
went out.

Duda had no choice but to keep working with only a headlamp for light. The lights came back when a 
generator kicked in three minutes later, but it felt like an eternity.

“These fateful minutes could have cost the patient his life,” Duda told The Associated Press.
The operation on a major artery took place Nov. 15, when the city in western Ukraine suffered blackouts 

as Russia unleashed yet another missile barrage on Ukraine’s power grid, damaging nearly 50% of the 
country’s energy facilities.

The devastating strikes, which continued last week and plunged the country into darkness once again, 
strained and disrupted the health care system, already battered by years of corruption, mismanagement, 
the COVID-19 pandemic and nine months of war.

Scheduled operations are being postponed; patient records are unavailable because of internet outages; 
and paramedics have had to use flashlights to examine patients in darkened apartments.

The World Health Organization said last week that Ukraine’s health system is facing “its darkest days in 
the war so far,” amid the growing energy crisis, the onset of cold winter weather and other challenges.

“This winter will be life-threatening for millions of people in Ukraine,” the WHO’s regional director for 
Europe, Dr. Hans Kluge, said in a statement.

He predicted that 2 million to 3 million more people could leave their homes in search of warmth and 
safety, and “will face unique health challenges, including respiratory infections such as COVID-19, pneu-
monia and influenza.”

Last week, Kyiv’s Heart Institute posted on its Facebook page a video of surgeons operating on a child’s 
heart with the only light coming from headlamps and a battery-powered flashlight.

“Rejoice, Russians, a child is on the table and during an operation the lights have gone completely off,” 
Dr. Boris Todurov, director of the institute in the capital, said in the video. “We will now turn on the gen-
erator — unfortunately, it will take a few minutes.”

Attacks have hit hospitals and outpatient clinics in southeastern Ukraine, too. The WHO said in a state-
ment last week that they have verified at least 703 attacks between Feb. 24, when Russian troops rolled 
into Ukraine, and Nov. 23.

The Kremlin has rejected accusations that it targets civilian facilities. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
once again insisted last week that Russia is targeting only sites “directly or indirectly related to military 
power.”
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But just last week, a strike on a maternity ward in a hospital in eastern Ukraine killed a newborn and 

heavily wounded two doctors. In the northeastern Kharkiv region, two people were killed after the Rus-
sian forces shelled an outpatient clinic.

In Lviv, Duda said the explosions were so close to the hospital that “the walls were shaking,” and doc-
tors and patients had to go down to the shelter in the basement — something that happens every time 
an air raid siren sounds.

The hospital, which specializes in treating cancer, performed only 10 out of 40 operations scheduled for 
that day.

In the recently retaken southern city of Kherson, without power after the Russian retreat, paralyzed 
elevators are a real challenge for paramedics.

They have to carry immobile patients all the way down the stairs of apartment buildings, and then bring 
them up again to operating rooms.

Across Kherson, where it starts to get dark after 4 p.m. in late November, doctors are using headlamps, 
phone lights and flashlights. In some hospitals, key equipment no longer works.

Last Tuesday, Russian strikes on the southern city wounded 13-year-old Artur Voblikov, and doctors 
had to amputate his arm. Medical workers carried the teenager through the dark stairwells of a children’s 
hospital to an operating room on the sixth floor.

“The breathing machines don’t work, the X-ray machines don’t work. ... There is only one portable ul-
trasound machine and we carry it around constantly,” said Dr. Volodymyr Malishchuk, head of surgery at 
a children’s hospital in Kherson.

The generator the children’s hospital uses broke down last week, leaving the facility without any form 
of power for several hours. Doctors are wrapping newborns in blankets because there’s no heat, said Dr. 
Olga Pilyarska, deputy head of intensive care.

The lack of heat makes operating on patients difficult, said Dr. Maya Mendel, at the same hospital. “No 
one will put a patient on an operating table when temperatures are below zero,” she said.

Health Minister Viktor Liashko said on Friday that there are no plans to shut down any of country’s 
hospitals, no matter how bad the situation gets, but the authorities will “optimize the use of space and 
accumulate everything that’s necessary in smaller areas” to make heating easier.

Liashko said that diesel or gas generators have been provided to all Ukrainian hospitals, and in the 
coming weeks an additional 1,100 generators sent by the country’s Western allies will be delivered to the 
hospitals as well. Currently, hospitals have enough fuel to last seven days, the minister said.

Additional reserve generators are still badly needed, the minister added. “The generators are designed 
to work for a short period of time — three to four hours,” but power outages can last up to three days, 
Liashko said.

In the recently recaptured territories, the medical system is reeling from months of Russian occupation.
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has accused the Russian forces of shutting down medical facili-

ties in the Kherson region and looting medical equipment — even the ambulances, “literally everything.”
Dr. Olha Kobevko, who has recently returned from the retaken areas of Kherson after delivering humani-

tarian aid there, echoed the president’s remarks in an interview.
“The Russians stole even towels, blankets and bandages from medical facilities,” Kobevko said.
In Kyiv, the majority of the hospitals are functioning as usual, while relying on generators part of the time.
Smaller private practices and dentist clinics, in the meantime, are having a hard time keeping their doors 

open for patients.
Dr. Viktor Turakevich, a dentist in Kyiv, said he has to reschedule even urgent appointments, because 

power outages in his clinic last for at least four hours a day, and a generator he ordered will take weeks 
to arrive.

“Every doctor has to answer a question about who they will take in first,” Turakevich said.
Power outages have also made it difficult to access online patients’ records, and the Health Ministry’s 

system that stores all the data has been unavailable, said Kobevko, who works in the western city of 
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Chernivtsy.

Duda, the cancer surgeon from Lviv, said that three doctors and several nurses from his hospital left to 
treat Ukrainian soldiers on the front lines.

“The war has affected every doctor in Ukraine, be it in the west or in the east, and the level of pain 
we’re facing every day is hard to measure,” Duda said.

City to hold vigil honoring those killed in Walmart shooting
CHESAPEAKE, Va. (AP) — The city of Chesapeake, Virginia, has scheduled a candlelight vigil for Monday 

evening that will honor and remember the victims of last week’s mass shooting at a Walmart store.
Six employees were killed and six people were wounded by a store supervisor late Tuesday night in the 

city of about 250,000 people near Virginia’s Atlantic coastline, police said.
The rampage marked the nation’s second high-profile mass shooting in four days after a person opened 

fire at a gay nightclub in Colorado Springs, killing five people and wounding 17.
Police said the shooter at the Walmart was a supervisor who left behind a note that claimed he was 

harassed and pushed to the brink by a perception his phone was hacked. He died at the scene of an ap-
parent self-inflicted gunshot wound.

The Walmart store associates who died ranged in age from 16 to 70 and were in various stages of life.
Fernando “Jesus” Chavez-Barron, 16, had just started driving and gotten his first part-time job at Walmart 

to help out his family. Kellie Pyle, 52, recently moved back to the region after reconnecting with her high 
school sweetheart. They planned to marry next year.

Randy Blevins, 70, had worked at the Walmart for more than 30 years after owning his own five-and-
dime store. Brian Pendleton, 38, had recently celebrated his 10-year anniversary at the store and was a 
“happy-go-lucky” guy who loved to tell jokes.

Lorenzo Gamble, 43, worked there for 15 years. He was the quiet one in his family and enjoyed going 
to his 19-year-old’s football games. Tyneka Johnson, 22, was young and wanted to make her own money. 
She also had a sense of style and love for music and dancing.

The vigil starts at 6 p.m. and will be held at Chesapeake City Park.

Hurts, Eagles run past Packers 40-33; Rodgers hurt
By DAN GELSTON AP Sports Writer
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Jalen Hurts ran and ran and he ran so much that Green Bay couldn’t catch him 

as he raced his way into Philadelphia’s record book. Hurts outran the Packers and he eclipsed all the other 
fleet-footed Pro Bowl quarterbacks in Eagles’ history.

Better than Randall Cunningham, better than Donovan McNabb, better than even Michael Vick.
“I have a ton of respect for them and their support,” Hurts said about the QBs. “They don’t even know 

how they’ve affected me, impacted me in my time here. It’s an understatement to say how I appreciate 
them, because I do. They guided me in more ways than they even know.”

Hurts ran for 157 yards to set an Eagles record for a quarterback, he also threw for 153 yards and two 
touchdowns and Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers injured his ribs in Philadelphia’s 40-33 victory over 
Green Bay on Sunday night.

Hurts topped Michael Vick’s 130 yards rushing set in December 2010 against the New York Giants as 
tops for an Eagles QB. Hurts became the first player since at least 1950 with 150-plus yards rushing and 
150-plus yards passing with multiple pass touchdowns in a game and cemented his status as the NFL 
MVP front-runner.

He seems poised to take the MVP torch from Rodgers.
Hurts helped the Eagles move to 10-1 for the fifth time in history. Miles Sanders ran for 143 yards and 

two scores as Philadelphia rushed for 363 overall, the second-best total for the franchise.
Run, Eagles, Run.
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“It’s chasing greatness every week,” Sander said. “Just trying to be as dominant as possible.”
This was pretty dominant: Philly’s rushing record is 376 yards against Washington on Nov. 21, 1948.
“How close were we? How close?” coach Nick Sirianni said of the record.
So close. Maybe just one more carry for Hurts could have set the mark.
Rodgers left in the third quarter with his team trailing 34-23 after grimacing his way through a drive that 

led to a Packers field goal. He had already been playing with a broken thumb and took several hard hits.
“The pain was tough,” he said. “I couldn’t really breathe or rotate my upper body.”
Rodgers said he planned to start Sunday at Chicago, if healthy.
Rodgers’ replacement, Jordan Love, kept the Packers (4-8) in the game by connecting with Christian 

Watson for a 63-yard catch-and-run touchdown that cut Philly’s lead to 37-30.
But the Packers ran out of time against Hurts, who had 17 rushes for a 9.2 average.
Hurts had 254 combined yards, including 126 on the ground, and threw a TD pass in the first half as 

the Eagles built a 27-20 lead. He ripped off runs of 42, 28 and 24 yards.
“You work so hard for this,” Hurts said. “You work late nights and early mornings, go out there and give 

it your all.”
In the second half, he hit A.J. Brown for a 6-yard TD pass and a 34-20 lead that just added to his stag-

gering numbers on one of the great nights ever for an Eagles QB. Hurts topped Michael Vick’s 130 yards 
rushing set in December 2010 against the New York Giants.

Rodgers was 11 of 16 passing for 140 yards, two touchdowns and two first-half interceptions.
Hurts put on a show in a lively first half that saw two Eagles get their first career picks and both teams 

miss an extra point while combining for seven touchdowns.
Bettors could have cashed in on the over in the first 30 minutes.
Philadelphia’s high-octane offense had slowed of late — notably during the first loss of the season in 

the previous home game against Washington and last week’s win over Indianapolis that needed a fourth-
quarter rally — but Hurts put the Packers on notice with early rushes that would make an All-Pro running 
back envious. He ran for 52 yards on the opening drive and set up Kenneth Gainwell’s 4-yard TD.

Easy enough.
Then the game got wild. Rodgers had his second pass attempt batted by cornerback Darius Slay and 

snagged by Josiah Scott. Three plays later, Sanders scored on a 15-yard run. But Jake Elliott missed the PAT.
Rodgers led the Pack right back. A.J. Dillon scored on a 20-yard run, Rodgers hit Randall Cobb for an 

11-yard score, and it was 14-13 late in the first quarter.
Hurts, though, closed the half with a 42-yard run and a 1-yard run, close enough to the end zone to set 

up Sanders’ 2-yard scoring run on the first play of the second quarter.
Rodgers again came back and threw a 23-yard TD pass to Aaron Jones. Mason Crosby matched Elliott 

with a missed extra point and it was 20-20.
That was about all Rodgers could muster.
Hurts took it from there and threw a 30-yard TD pass to Quez Watkins — whose fumble against the 

Commanders played a pivotal role in the Eagles’ lone defeat.
“I’ve never been 10-1, so this still is my big picture,” Slay said. “I don’t know how I feel but I know I’m 

going to turn up. I’ve never been 10-1 so continue to live it up.”
INJURIES
Packers: S Darnell Savage injured a foot.
Eagles: C.J. Gardner-Johnson, the NFL interception leader with six, suffered a rib injury in the first half.
WINNING HISTORY
The Eagles won NFL championships after starting 10-1 in 1949 and 2017. The other times they did it, 

they lost the Super Bowl (1980, 2004).
RARE DUO
Hurts and Sanders became the first teammates to run for at least 125 yards apiece since San Francisco’s 

Frank Gore (158) and Colin Kaepernick (151) on Dec. 20, 2014.
UP NEXT
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Packers: At Chicago next Sunday.
Eagles: Host Tennessee next Sunday.

Lawyers: Buffalo supermarket gunman plans to plead guilty
By CAROLYN THOMPSON Associated Press
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — A white gunman who targeted a Buffalo supermarket in a predominantly Black 

neighborhood plans to plead guilty on Monday to killing 10 people and wounding three others, according 
to lawyers representing victims’ relatives.

Payton Gendron, 19, is scheduled to appear in Erie County Court for a hearing that was postponed for 
a week by a snowstorm.

Gendron’s lawyers disclosed in recent weeks that he planned to plead guilty to all of the counts in a state 
indictment and to waive his right to appeal, according to attorneys John Elmore and Terrence Connors, 
who represent families of those killed and injured.

Erie County District Attorney John Flynn declined to comment on the nature of Monday’s court appear-
ance, citing a court-imposed gag order.

The 25-count grand jury indictment includes charges of murder, murder as a hate crime and domestic 
terrorism motivated by hate, which carries an automatic life sentence upon conviction.

Gendron also faces charges for separate federal hate crimes that could result in a death sentence if he 
is convicted. The U.S. Justice Department has not said whether it would seek capital punishment.

Investigators said Gendron drove about three hours to Buffalo from his home in Conklin, New York, 
intending to kill as many Black people as possible at a store that he chose because of its location in a 
predominantly Black neighborhood.

Shortly before opening fire with an AR-15-style rifle on May 14, he posted documents that outlined his 
white supremacist views and revealed that he had been planning the attack for months. Inside the store, 
he roamed the aisles and livestreamed the attack from a helmet-mounted camera as he shot store em-
ployees and shoppers.

Those killed ranged in age from 32 to 86.
He was arrested in the parking lot upon exiting through the store’s front entrance.
Relatives of the victims have since called on Congress to address issues of white supremacy and gun 

violence. A food summit organized by Buffalo-based attorney and activist Kevin Gaughan last month fo-
cused on closing the “grocery gap” laid bare by the attack on the neighborhood’s only supermarket.

The supermarket was closed for two months.

Arizona counties face deadline to certify 2022 election
By JONATHAN J. COOPER Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — Six Arizona counties must decide Monday whether to certify 2022 election results amid 

pressure from some Republicans not to officially approve a vote count that had Democrats winning for 
U.S. Senate, governor and other statewide races.

Election results have largely been certified without issue in jurisdictions across the country. That’s not 
been the case in Arizona, which was a focal point for efforts by former President Donald Trump and his 
allies to overturn the the 2020 election and push false narratives of fraud.

Arizona was long a GOP stronghold, but Democrats won most of the highest profile races over Repub-
licans who aggressively promoted Trump’s 2020 election lies. Kari Lake, the GOP candidate for governor, 
and Mark Finchem, the candidate for secretary of state, have refused to acknowledge their losses. They 
blame Republican election officials in Maricopa County for a problem with some ballot printers.

Two Republican-controlled Arizona counties have voted not to certify, deferring a final decision until 
Monday, the last day it’s allowed under state law.

Republican supervisors in Mohave County said last week that they will sign off Monday but wanted to 
register a protest against against voting issues in Maricopa County. In Cochise County, GOP supervisors 
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demanded that the secretary of state prove vote-counting machines were legally certified before they will 
approve the election results.

State Elections Director Kori Lorick has said the machines are properly certified for use in elections. She 
wrote in a letter last week that the state would sue to force Cochise County supervisors to certify, and 
if they continue to balk, would exclude the county’s numbers from the statewide canvass scheduled for 
Dec. 5. That move threatens to flip the victor in at least two close races — a U.S. House seat and state 
schools chief — from a Republican to a Democrat.

Lake has pointed to problems on Election Day in Maricopa County, where printers at some vote centers 
produced ballots with markings that were too light to be read by on-site tabulators. Lines backed up amid 
the confusion, and Lake says an unknown number of her supporters may have been dissuaded from vot-
ing as a result.

She filed a public records lawsuit last week, demanding the county produce documents shedding light 
on the issue before voting to certify the election on Monday. Republican Attorney General Mark Brnovich 
has also demanded an explanation ahead of the vote.

County officials have repeatedly said that all the ballots were counted and that no one lost their ability 
to vote. Those with ballots that could not be read on site were told to place them in a secure box to be 
tabulated later by more robust machines at county elections headquarters.

The county said that about 17,000 Election Day ballots were involved and had to be counted later instead 
of at the polling place. Only 16% of the 1.56 million votes cast in Maricopa County were made in-person 
on Election Day. Those votes went overwhelmingly for Republicans.

The Republican National Committee and the GOP candidate for Arizona attorney general, Abraham 
Hamadeh, filed an election challenge in his race, which is slated for an automatic recount with Hamadeh 
trailing by 510 votes.

Kelli Ward, the state GOP chair, has urged supporters to push their county supervisors to delay a certi-
fication vote until after a scheduling hearing in the Hamadeh case, which is slated for Monday afternoon.

McCarthy’s pursuit of speaker’s gavel comes at a high cost
By LISA MASCARO AP Congressional Correspondent
WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican leader Kevin McCarthy is in the fight of his political life, grinding through 

the promises and proposals, cajoling and deal-making necessary to win over reluctant colleagues whose 
support he needs to become House speaker.

Every new commitment from McCarthy can be seen as a potentially strategic move, intended to quell 
skeptics on his right flank as he reaches for the speaker’s gavel. With a slim House majority in the midterm 
elections, the GOP leader must solidify his ranks in a sprint for the 218 votes he’ll need when the new 
Congress convenes — each coming at a cost and with no room for error.

“We’ll get there,” McCarthy said in accepting his party’s nomination to run for speaker.
The overtures McCarthy is making, some symbolic, others substantive, provide a snapshot of the speaker 

hopeful’s emerging leadership style. While McCarthy is expected to prevail in his quest for the speaker’s 
gavel, it is destined to come at a political price, setting the tone and tenor of new Congress.

To start, McCarthy has promised to restore committee assignments for far-right Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, R-Ga., after she and another right-flank lawmaker were booted by Democrats over incendiary 
remarks.

And he has vowed to oust Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., and other high-profile Democrats from their com-
mittees in a form of political payback, setting up a divisive House action early in the new Congress.

McCarthy has assured that under his leadership, the House will remove the metal detectors that were 
installed to prevent firearms in the House chamber; end COVID-era protocols that allowed lawmakers to 
vote by proxy; and fully reopen the Capitol’s limited visitor access since the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection by 
supporters of the former president, Donald Trump.

And in a dramatic nod to the far-right, McCarthy has threatened an impeachment investigation against 
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Homeland Security secretary Alejandro Mayorkas unless he resigns over the department’s handling of the 
U.S.’s southern border with Mexico.

“McCarthy’s problem is, he can’t get to 218 without Marjorie Taylor Greene and Paul Gosar and Matt 
Gaetz,” Schiff said Sunday on CNN’s “State of the Union,” referring to the House GOP’s most outspoken 
far-right members. “And so he will do whatever they ask.”

The challenge ahead for McCarthy is not unique, as he races to shore up support before the new Con-
gress convenes in January. Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., faced detractors during her own pursuit of the 
gavel, forced to skillfully pick off the naysayers one by one until she had secured backing.

But the problem McCarthy faces is distinctly Republican, one that almost doomed his most recent pre-
decessors. Paul Ryan and John Boehner both suffered politically as they were pushed and prodded by 
the GOP’s increasingly far-right flank to make concessions for their support. Eventually both men won the 
speaker’s gavel, but ultimately retired early.

After pushing his party to victory in the midterm elections, McCarthy won the nod from a majority of 
his colleagues nominating him to run for speaker. But the 188-31 vote among Republicans showed the 
shortfall he must overcome. When the new Congress convenes in January, the whole House, Republi-
cans and Democrats, will vote on speaker and McCarthy’s party will need to stick together with their slim 
majority for him to prevail. Otherwise, a different Republican could emerge as a compromise candidate.

“It’s a tall order,” said Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz., a past chairman of the conservative House Freedom 
Caucus, who waged a long-shot challenge to McCarthy for the nomination.

“I know he thinks he’s going to get there,” Biggs said. “I don’t know that he can.”
Even though McCarthy defeated Biggs, 188-31, in the closed-door voting, with another five Republicans 

casting ballots for other candidates, that’s a pool of some three dozen votes the GOP leader needs to 
claw back if he hopes to win the speaker’s job.

“They know they’ve got a problem,” said Rep. Ralph Norman, R-S.C., another Freedom Caucus member. 
“In other words, 36 no votes is a problem.”

As the party leader, McCarthy has countless tools at his disposal, including favors he can dole out to win 
support — from prime committee assignments or newly created leadership roles to commitments to elevate 
lawmakers’ own priorities, including investigations of President Joe Biden, his family and his administration.

The influential Freedom Caucus has long wanted more say in the legislative process — rather than a 
top-down approach — and its members are pushing McCarthy with more specific demands that would 
give them more power even at McCarthy’s expense.

“I’m hopeful at the end of the day that we will come together as a conference and elect Kevin,” Rep. 
James Comer, R-Ky., the incoming chairman of the Oversight Committee, said on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

Comer said there are “certainly five to eight members that have said they’re leaning towards voting no 
against Kevin McCarthy.” Opposition of that magnitude would derail McCarthy’s bid to become speaker.

The California Republican has been here before, having withdrawn from the speaker’s race in 2015 when 
it became clear he did not have enough support.

To win over skeptics, McCarthy has been meeting with Republicans as they hammer out their internal 
party rules for the new Congress. While such rules generally don’t have much relevance for the public, 
they play an important role behind the scenes.

For example, some conservatives want McCarthy to impose a ban on earmarks, which allow lawmak-
ers to direct federal dollars to local projects and programs in their home states, a legislative perk long 
derided as wasteful.

Others want McCarthy to enforce a balanced federal budget in future years, which would require vast 
spending cuts.

Some of the more conservative members of the House want to restore a rule that allows any member 
at any time to submit a motion to remove the speaker, which had been used by then-Rep. Mark Meadows 
as a pressure point during Boehner’s tenure. Instead, they adopted a provision stating that submitting 
such a “motion to vacate the chair” should only be done with party agreement.
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McCarthy exited one private meeting calling it “a great discussion.” He indicated it’s the beginning of a 

long process over the next weeks.
“I don’t know if this is winning them over,” he said. “I think it’s discussing and listening to them.”

What headline? ‘Gaslighting’ Merriam-Webster’s word of 2022
By LEANNE ITALIE Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — “Gaslighting” — mind manipulating, grossly misleading, downright deceitful — is 

Merriam-Webster’s word of the year.
Lookups for the word on merriam-webster.com increased 1,740% in 2022 over the year before. But 

something else happened. There wasn’t a single event that drove significant spikes in the curiosity, as it 
usually goes with the chosen word of the year.

The gaslighting was pervasive.
“It’s a word that has risen so quickly in the English language, and especially in the last four years, that 

it actually came as a surprise to me and to many of us,” said Peter Sokolowski, Merriam-Webster’s editor 
at large, in an exclusive interview with The Associated Press ahead of Monday’s unveiling.

“It was a word looked up frequently every single day of the year,” he said.
There were deepfakes and the dark web. There were deep states and fake news. And there was a whole 

lot of trolling.
Merriam-Webster’s top definition for gaslighting is the psychological manipulation of a person, usually 

over an extended period of time, that “causes the victim to question the validity of their own thoughts, 
perception of reality, or memories and typically leads to confusion, loss of confidence and self-esteem, 
uncertainty of one’s emotional or mental stability, and a dependency on the perpetrator.”

Gaslighting is a heinous tool frequently used by abusers in relationships — and by politicians and other 
newsmakers. It can happen between romantic partners, within a broader family unit and among friends. 
It can be a corporate tactic, or a way to mislead the public. There’s also “medical gaslighting,” when a 
health care professional dismisses a patient’s symptoms or illness as “all in your head.”

Despite its relatively recent prominence — including “Gaslighter,” The Chicks’ 2020 album featuring the 
rousingly angry titular single — the word was brought to life more than 80 years ago with “Gas Light,” a 
1938 play by Patrick Hamilton.

It birthed two film adaptations in the 1940s. One, George Cukor’s “Gaslight” in 1944, starred Ingrid 
Bergman as Paula Alquist and Charles Boyer as Gregory Anton. The two marry after a whirlwind romance 
and Gregory turns out to be a champion gaslighter. Among other instances, he insists her complains over 
the constant dimming of their London townhouse’s gaslights is a figment of her troubled mind. It wasn’t.

The death of Angela Lansbury in October drove some interest in lookups of the word, Sokolowski said. 
She played Nancy Oliver, a young maid hired by Gregory and told not to bother his “high-strung” wife.

The term gaslighting was later used by mental health practitioners to clinically describe a form of pro-
longed coercive control in abusive relationships.

“There is this implication of an intentional deception,” Sokolowski said. “And once one is aware of that 
deception, it’s not just a straightforward lie, as in, you know, I didn’t eat the cookies in the cookie jar. It’s 
something that has a little bit more devious quality to it. It has possibly an idea of strategy or a long-term 
plan.”

Merriam-Webster, which logs 100 million pageviews a month on its site, chooses its word of the year 
based solely on data. Sokolowski and his team weed out evergreen words most commonly looked up to 
gauge which word received a significant bump over the year before.

They don’t slice and dice why people look up words, which can be anything from quick spelling and 
definition checks to some sort of attempt at inspiration or motivation. Some of the droves who looked 
up “gaslighting” this year might have wanted to know, simply, if it’s one or two words, or whether it’s 
hyphenated.

“Gaslighting,” Sokolowski said, spent all of 2022 in the top 50 words looked up on merriam-webster.com 
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to earn top dog word of the year status. Last year’s pick was “vaccine.” Rounding out this year’s Top 10 are:

— “Oligarch,” driven by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
— “Omicron,” the persistent COVID-19 variant and the 15th letter of the Greek alphabet.
— “Codify,” as in turning abortion rights into federal law.
— “Queen consort,” what King Charles’ wife, Camilla is newly known as.
— “Raid,” as in the search of former President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home.
— “Sentient,” with lookups brought on by Google canning the engineer who claimed an unreleased AI 

system had become sentient.
— “Cancel culture,” enough said.
— “LGBTQIA,” for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning, intersex, and asexual, aro-

mantic or agender.
— “Loamy,” which many Wordle users tried back in August, though the right word that day was “clown.”

Black pastors group holds vigil for Walmart shooting victims
By BEN FINLEY Associated Press
CHESAPEAKE, Va. (AP) — Five days have passed since Lorenzo Gamble was killed in a mass shooting at 

a Walmart in Chesapeake, Virginia. His mother, Linda Gamble, hasn’t been able to do much of anything, 
including eat, because she misses him so much.

“It’s been really hard because I never, ever in a million years thought it would be my baby,” Gamble said. 
“He’s gone, but he will always be in my heart.”

Gamble spoke Sunday evening before a prayer vigil at The Mount Chesapeake church that honored her 
son and five other employees who police say were fatally shot by a store supervisor. Six others who were 
wounded in Tuesday’s rampage were also honored.

The 90-minute vigil — filled with music, hand raising and invocations of God — was an effort by the 
Chesapeake Coalition of Black Pastors to provide some kind of balm for a community that’s still raw from 
the violence.

By the end of the service, Gamble and her husband, Alonzo, stood with dozens of others who had lost 
someone to the carnage, knew a person who was wounded or who works at the store.

Among them was Shelia Bell, 70, a Walmart employee who worked with Lorenzo Gamble, a custodian 
at the store for 15 years. She said she also knew the shooter, who died from an apparent self-inflicted 
gunshot wound at the scene.

“To tell you the truth, right now I’m numb inside,” Bell said.
During the vigil, a tall purple candle was lit for each of the victims. They were Gamble, 43; Fernando 

“Jesus” Chavez-Barron, 16; Kellie Pyle, 52; Tyneka Johnson, 22; Brian Pendleton, 38; and Randy Blevins, 70.
“We cannot know your pain of waiting to hear about your loved ones or even understand the horror of 

the phone call when it came,” state Sen. Mamie Locke said earlier. “But what we can do is come together 
as a community and provide a shoulder to lean on.”

Congressman Bobby Scott said that Chesapeake, a city of about 250,000 people near the Atlantic coast, 
“now joins the list of all too many communities forced to bear the unbearable.”

City officials have scheduled a candlelight vigil for Monday evening in a city park.

Mexico’s López Obrador leads massive pro-government march
By MARÍA VERZA Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Hundreds of thousands of people marched in Mexico’s capital Sunday in a show 

of support for President Manuel López Obrador, who before assuming the presidency had led some of 
the country’s biggest protests.

The “people’s march” marked four years in office for the leftist leader and was a response to a large 
opposition march two weeks ago to protest López Obrador’s proposal to reform the country’s electoral 
authority.
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The president himself led Sunday’s march through central Mexico City, which was accompanied by maria-

chi music, singing and a festive atmosphere. Many participants had been bused in from provinces across 
Mexico in trips organized by the ruling Morena party, unions and social groups.

“Effective suffrage, effective democracy, and no to re-election,” he said in a speech after the march in 
which he repeated his slogans of favoring the poor and fighting the oligarchy.

The opposition insisted that many participants were forced to join the march, but López Obrador said 
he had not put “a penny” of the federal budget into the march. Demonstrators questioned said they had 
come voluntarily.

But in many cases the transportation was provided by local governments or politicians who wanted to 
be well thought of inside the ruling party.

Gaby Contreras, a former Morena mayor, brought a group from Teoloyucan, north of the capital, and 
was the only one of her group authorized to speak. “We are here to support the president.”

Pedro Sánchez, a bricklayer who came with his wife from the Tehuantepec isthmus in southern Mexico, 
said his municipality organized everything. Hundreds of buses that had brought participants lined nearby 
streets.

“I come from Sonora by plane and I paid for my ticket,” said lawyer and López Obrador supporter 
América Verdugo.

Nelly Muñoz, an administrator from the National Autonomous University of Mexico, said “it’s called ‘or-
ganization’ and and believe it or not, it’s what we’ve been doing since 2006.”

That date was a reference to the year López Obrador came within 0.56% of the vote of winning the presi-
dency and denounced his loss as fraudulent. Many supported him, launching a mass protest movement.

López Obrador was elected to the presidency 12 years later and his Morena party won four of six races 
for governor in last year’s midterm elections, giving the ruling party control of 22 of Mexico’s 32 states, 
an important advantage heading into the 2024 presidential elections.

But the government has been criticized for its increased use of the military, laws whose constitutionality 
has been questioned in the courts, and its support for controversial mega-projects, Some people who 
support the president are now are his critics.

Clara Jusidman, founder of INCIDE Social, an NGO specialized in democracy, development and human 
rights, said that what is important isn’t the number of participants in the march, but “why they participated.”

She said many Mexicans feel compelled to participate because they receive money transfers from the 
government, which is its main way of supporting those in need. Others want to be in the good graces 
of the party ahead of the 2024 local, state and presidential elections. The leading contenders to replace 
López Obrador as Morena’s presidential candidate in 2024 appeared in the march.

But there was no shortage of fans of Mexico’s president, who maintains a high approval rating.
Alberto Cervantes, who traveled from Los Angeles to join the march, had the president’s face and “AMLO 

4T” tattooed on his arm. AMLO is the popular acronym for López Obrador’s name, and 4T refers to the 
“4th Transformation,” which López Obrador says he is carrying out in Mexico.

Lorena Vaca, who waved a flag of the LGBTQ community, said she came to ask for more attention for 
women and transgenders.

“There are things we don’t agree with... but that doesn’t mean we don’t support the Fourth Transforma-
tion process,” said Aurora Pedroche, a member of a critical sector within Morena who questions the party’s 
leadership but supports the president.

Mexico’s opposition had called a massive march because they feared López Obrador planned to use his 
proposed reforms to compromise the electoral institute’s independence and make it more beholden to 
his party.

López Obrador repeatedly criticized the march and days later said he would call his own march.
“You can’t make a change overnight and Andrés Manuel is not infallible,” Pedroche said. “But we have 

worked hard and what we don’t want is for this to be reversed.”
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Jon Batiste to sing for Macron at Biden’s 1st state dinner

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press
NANTUCKET, Mass. (AP) — Musician Jon Batiste is on tap to perform at President Joe Biden’s first White 

House state dinner on Thursday that will highlight long-standing ties between the United States and France 
and honor President Emmanuel Macron.

“An artist who transcends generations, Jon Batiste’s music inspires and brings people together,” said 
Vanessa Valdivia, a spokesperson for first lady Jill Biden, whose office is overseeing dinner preparations.

“We’re thrilled to have him perform at the White House for the first state dinner of the Biden-Harris 
administration,” Valdivia said.

The black-tie dinner for Macron will be part of what is shaping up to be a busy social season at the White 
House. The Bidens’ granddaughter Naomi was married on the South Lawn earlier this month. And first 
lady Jill Biden was set on Monday to unveil the White House decorations that will be viewed by thousands 
of holiday visitors over the next month.

Reporters returning to the White House on Sunday with the president saw large wreaths studded with 
shiny Christmas tree ornaments and red bows suspended from the south side of the White House. Wreaths 
also were hung on the Pennsylvania Avenue side of the building. White lights were draped over the shrubs 
and other landscaping on the South Lawn. A Christmas tree could be seen through the windows of the 
Oval Office.

Batiste will be adding White House entertainer to an already long list of roles, including recording artist, 
bandleader, musical director, film composer, museum creative director and scion of New Orleans musical 
royalty.

He won five Grammy Awards this year, including for album of the year for “We Are.” During the awards 
show in April, Batiste ended his dance-filled performance of “Freedom” by jumping up on Billie Eilish’s table.

Batiste, 36, most recently was bandleader and musical director of “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert,” 
leaving the broadcast after a seven-year run.

Batiste composed music, consulted on and arranged songs for Pixar’s animated film “Soul.” He won a 
Golden Globe for the music alongside Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross of Nine Inch Nails. The trio also earned 
the Academy Award for best original score. For their work on “Soul,” Batiste, Reznor and Ross won the 
Grammy for best score soundtrack for visual media.

The Washington Post was first to report that Batiste will perform at the dinner.

Ga. Senate runoff between Warnock, Walker has bitter closing
By BILL BARROW Associated Press
WARNER ROBINS, Ga. (AP) — Ads with the candidates’ ex-wives. Cries of “liar” flying in both directions. 

Stories of a squalid apartment building and abortions under pressure. Questioning an opponent’s inde-
pendence. His intellect. His mental stability. His religious faith.

The extended Senate campaign in Georgia between the Democratic incumbent, Raphael Warnock, and 
his Republican challenger, football legend Herschel Walker, has grown increasingly bitter as their Dec. 6 
runoff nears. With Democrats already assured a Senate majority, it’s a striking contrast from two years ago, 
when the state’s twin runoffs were mostly about which party would control the chamber in Washington.

“Herschel Walker ain’t serious,” Warnock told supporters recently in central Georgia, saying that Walker 
“majors in lying” and fumbles the basics of public policy. “But the election is very serious. Don’t get those 
two things confused.”

Walker casts Warnock, the senior pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church, as a “hypocrite” and servile to 
President Joe Biden. Underscoring the insult, Walker calls the incumbent “Scooby-Doo,” complete with an 
impression of the cartoon hound’s gibberish.

The broadsides reflect the candidates’ furious push in the four weeks between the Nov. 8 general elec-
tion and runoff to persuade their core supporters to cast another ballot. For Walker, it also means drawing 
more independents and moderates to his campaign after he underperformed a fellow Republican on the 
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ticket, Gov. Brian Kemp, by 200,000 votes.

Warnock led Walker by 37,000 votes out of almost 4 million cast in the first round, but the senator fell 
short of the 50% threshold needed to avoid a runoff.

In many ways, the shift from his first runoff campaign is exactly what Warnock wanted: a straightfor-
ward choice between two candidates. Two years ago, then-President Donald Trump, fresh off his defeat, 
and Biden, then president-elect, made multiple Georgia trips to illuminate the national stakes of the races 
between Warnock and Republican Sen. Kelly Loeffler and between Democrat Jon Ossoff and Republican 
Sen. David Perdue as control of the Senate hung in the balance.

Trump ended up alienating his own supporters and many moderates with his false claims of a rigged 
2020 presidential election. Victories by Warnock and Ossoff put the Senate at a 50-50 split, with Demo-
crats gaining control by virtue of Vice President Kamala Harris’ tiebreaking vote. Warnock also became 
Georgia’s first Black senator.

This year, with Warnock vying for a full six-year term after winning the 2021 special election, Democrats 
have already guaranteed control of the Senate by flipping a seat in Pennsylvania. A Warnock win would 
give Democrats an outright majority at 51-49, meaning that the parties would not have to negotiate a 
power-sharing agreement.

Warnock’s preferred emphasis for most of his reelection bid has been his deal-making in Washington and 
the personal values he brings to the job. It took until the campaign’s final stages — only after two women 
accused Walker, an opponent of abortion rights, of encouraging and paying for their abortions — for the 
senator to ratchet up his attacks, arguing Walker is “unprepared” and “unfit” for the job.

“My opponent lies about everything,” Warnock said in a recent campaign stop, ticking off a litany of 
Walker’s repeated falsehoods and exaggerations. “He said he was a police officer. He’s not. He said he 
worked for the FBI. He did not. Said he graduated from the University of Georgia. He did not. Said he was 
valedictorian of his class. He was not. ... He said he had another business with 800 employees. It has eight.”

Walker, alternately, has relished the jousting since he won the GOP nomination in the spring.
“Herschel is a competitor. He’s very comfortable with the mano a mano,” said Scott Paradise, Walker’s 

campaign manager, noting the candidate’s athletic prowess as a football running back, kickboxer and 
Olympic bobsledder.

Indeed, Walker takes his attacks right to Warnock’s strengths as the pastor of the famous church where 
Martin Luther King Jr. once preached. Walker has criticized Warnock over an Atlanta apartment building, 
owned by a foundation of Warnock’s church, where residents have complained to The Washington Free 
Beacon, a conservative media outlet, of eviction notices and poor conditions.

“What he’s doing in this apartment building at Columbia Towers is not right,” Walker said recently at 
a suburban Atlanta campaign stop. “You shouldn’t put Jesus’ name on what you’re doing to people, and 
don’t put Martin Luther King name on it. ... You’re not Jesus, and you’re not Dr. King.”

Warnock, who says no residents of Columbia Tower have been evicted, incorporates Walker’s attacks 
into the list of the challenger’s documented exaggerations and falsehoods. “What kind of a person lies on 
the church?” Warnock said in Macon. “This isn’t the first time people attacked Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
They attacked Martin Luther King Jr. I’m in good company.”

Still, asked whether he’s reconsidered his church’s stewardship of Columbia Towers, Warnock sidestepped: 
“I’ve already answered the question. I’m proud of what my church does to feed and house the hungry 
and the homeless every single week.”

Walker also accuses Warnock of “getting rich” as a senator, a nod to the pastor’s $7,500-a-month hous-
ing allowance from the church. The payments are not a violation of Senate ethics rules that limit senators’ 
outside income.

On at least one occasion during the runoff, Walker has suggested Warnock is a negligent father. War-
nock told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution the comment “crossed a line.” Earlier in the campaign, Walker 
publicly acknowledged three of his children for the first time, doing so only after The Daily Beast reported 
on their existence. Warnock has not mentioned those children in any of his critiques of Walker.

Walker, meanwhile, has not taken reporters’ questions at an open campaign event since late October, 
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when a second accuser came forward to say he had pressured her to have an abortion — a contradiction 
of his advocacy as a candidate for a national ban on all abortions. Walker has denied the women’s claims.

Both candidates’ former wives also loom in the campaign, though the two men avoid the topic them-
selves, leaving the discussion of their marriages mostly to paid advertising. In one ad, Warnock’s former 
wife tells Atlanta police that he ran over her foot. The Republican ad doesn’t note that a police report 
states that officers found no physical evidence supporting her claim. A Democratic ad features an inter-
view with Walker’s first wife detailing that he threatened violence against her, circumstances Walker has 
confirmed in an autobiography.

Since the two men met for their lone debate Oct. 14, Warnock has hammered Walker for a lack of policy 
details and sometimes flubbing what policy he does discuss.

Warnock promotes his new federal legal provision capping insulin costs for Medicare recipients and 
notes Walker said diabetics could manage their health by “eating right,” a practice that isn’t enough for 
insulin-dependent diabetic patients.

“Maybe he ought to apply to be a dietician. I’m running for the United States Senate,” Warnock said in 
Macon.

He pounced when Walker declared the United States is “not ready” for climate action and should “keep 
having those gas-guzzling cars” that he said already have “good emissions” standards. Warnock added 
gleeful mockery when Walker recently introduced a tangent about vampires to a campaign speech.

“I mean, who says that kind of stuff?” Warnock asked supporters.
Warnock’s aides say that the personalized arguments help convince core Democrats that they should 

not sit out the runoff, while also swaying the potentially decisive middle of the electorate in the senator’s 
favor. “Herschel Walker continues to be bogged down by his pattern of lies and disturbing behavior, all 
of which led him to underperform” in the first round, said Quentin Fulks, Warnock’s campaign manager, 
in a statement.

From Walker’s camp, Paradise insisted that Republicans’ best argument remains Warnock’s alignment 
with Democrats on economic policy. Still, he acknowledges the campaign’s tone has darkened.

“We’re certainly going to continue to aggressively prosecute the case against Warnock,” he said, “and I 
suspect they’ll do the same.”

Germany salvages 1-1 draw against Spain at World Cup
By TALES AZZONI AP Sports Writer
AL KHOR, Qatar (AP) — Only a win for Germany in the final group game will give the four-time World 

Cup champions a chance to avoid a second straight early elimination.
At least they’re improving.
Substitute Niclas Füllkrug scored in the 83rd minute Sunday to give Germany a 1-1 draw against Spain 

at Al Bayt Stadium in one of the most anticipated matches of this year’s World Cup. A loss would not have 
eliminated Germany, but it would have left the team in a much more difficult position.

“It was important that we got this point,” Füllkrug said. “We definitely have a chance to get through 
to the next round now. We can now go into the last game with a good feeling and hope that everything 
goes well.”

Germany’s fate will be decided on Thursday against Costa Rica, which defeated Japan 1-0 earlier Sunday. 
Even a win may not be enough for the Germans, who lost to Japan in their opener and are in last place 
in Group E. They need the other result to go their way.

If both Germany and Spain win, both will advance. If there is a draw in the Japan-Spain match, Germany 
will need to overcome a goal-difference deficit against the Japanese. If Japan is victorious, then the Ger-
mans will have to top Spain — which beat Costa Rica 7-0 — on goal difference to get through.

“I hope this will give us a boost,” Germany coach Hansi Flick said, adding that he was satisfied with the 
result and his team’s attitude. “We know that this was the first step and we want to see against Costa 
Rica if we can craft the conditions to go through to the round of 16.”
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Spain coach Luis Enrique said the draw wasn’t a bad result for Spain.
“We are still leaders of the group of death,” Luis Enrique said. “We still depend on ourselves and a draw 

will be enough against Japan, but we will try to go and win that match.”
Álvaro Morata put Spain in the lead in the 62nd minute with a nice one-touch from close range after a 

well-placed low cross from Jordi Alba.
Germany only threatened sporadically with a few breakaways and set pieces, but the team improved 

gradually and Füllkrug finally found the equalizer with a shot from close range into the top of the net. 
Germany then squandered some last-gasp chances to get the win in the end.

“They are Germany, a great team,” Morata said. “They had an opportunity and they took advantage of it.”
Füllkrug’s goal kept Germany from enduring consecutive losses at the start of a World Cup for the first 

time. The Germans won the 2014 World Cup but since then have won only one of its five World Cup 
matches. At the 2018 tournament in Russia, the team lost two of its matches and went home early.

Spain hasn’t lost to Germany in an official competition since the 1988 European Championship. The 
Germans lost to Spain 6-0 the last time they met, in the Nations League two years ago. Germany’s last 
win against “La Roja” came in a friendly eight years ago.

It was the fifth meeting between the powerhouses at World Cups, with Spain winning the most recent 
one 1-0 in the semifinals of the 2010 tournament in South Africa.

Spain won its lone World Cup in 2010 and was eliminated in the round of 16 in 2018.
NEUER’S MARK
Germany captain Manuel Neuer made his 18th World Cup appearance to pull even with Germany’s Sepp 

Maier and Brazil’s Claudio Taffarel for the most appearances by a goalkeeper at the tournament.
NO PROTEST
The Germany players did not cover their mouths to protest FIFA’s clampdown on the “One Love” arm-

bands on Sunday. They made the gesture before the team’s opener against Japan.
WHAT’S NEXT
Spain’s next match is against Japan at Khalifa International Stadium, while Germany returns to Al Bayt 

Stadium to face Costa Rica. Both matches will be played Thursday at the same time.

Riots in Belgium, Netherlands after Morocco win at World Cup
By RAF CASERT Associated Press
BRUSSELS (AP) — Riots broke out in several Belgian and Dutch cities after Morocco’s 2-0 upset win over 

Belgium at the World Cup Sunday.
Police detained about a dozen people after they deployed water cannons and fire tear gas to disperse 

crowds in Brussels and eight more in the Northern city of Antwerp. Two police officials were injured in 
the Dutch port city of Rotterdam. By late evening Sunday, an uneasy calm had returned to most of the 
cities involved.

Dozens of rioters overturned and torched cars, set electric scooters on fire and pelted cars with bricks. 
Police moved in after one person suffered facial injuries, said Brussels police spokeswoman Ilse Van de 
Keere.

Brussels mayor Philippe Close urged people to stay away from the city center and said authorities were 
doing their utmost to keep order in the streets. Even subway and tram traffic had to be interrupted on 
police orders.

“Those are not fans, they are rioters. Moroccan fans are there to celebrate,” Close said. There were also 
disturbances in the city of Antwerp and Liege.

“Sad to see how a few individuals abuse a situation to run amok,” said Interior Minister Annelies Verlinden.
Police in the neighboring Netherlands said violence erupted in the port city of Rotterdam, with riot offi-

cers attempting to break up a group of 500 soccer supporters who pelted police with fireworks and glass. 
Media reported unrest in the capital Amsterdam and The Hague.

Morocco’s victory was a major upset at the World Cup and was enthusiastically celebrated by fans with 
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Moroccan immigrant roots in many Belgian and Dutch cities.

Colorado shooting victim ‘wanted to save the family I found’
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) — A member of the U.S. Navy who was injured while helping prevent 

further harm during a shooting at a gay nightclub in Colorado last weekend said Sunday that he “simply 
wanted to save the family that I found.”

Petty Officer 2nd Class Thomas James made his first public comments on the shooting in a statement 
issued through Centura Penrose Hospital in Colorado Springs, where James is recovering from undisclosed 
injuries suffered during the attack.

Colorado Springs Police Chief Adrian Vasquez said that James was one of two men who helped to stop 
the shooter who walked into Club Q late on Nov. 19 with multiple firearms, including a semiautomatic rifle, 
and killed five people. At least 17 others were injured when a drag queen’s birthday celebration turned 
into a massacre.

James reportedly pushed a rifle out of the shooter’s reach while Army veteran Rich Fierro repeatedly 
struck the shooter with a handgun the shooter brought into the bar, officials have said.

“If I had my way, I would shield everyone I could from the nonsensical acts of hate in the world, but I 
am only one person,” James said in a statement. “Thankfully, we are a family and family looks after one 
another.”

Patrons of Club Q have said the bar offered them a community where they felt celebrated, but that the 
shooting shook their sense of safety.

The shooting suspect — Anderson Lee Aldrich, 22 — was visibly injured during his initial court appear-
ance on Wednesday. He was ordered held without bail. Formal charges have not been filed and Aldrich 
has not spoken about the shooting.

“I want to support everyone who has known the pain and loss that have been all too common these 
past few years,” James said. “My thoughts are with those we lost on Nov. 19, and those who are still 
recovering from their injuries.”

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, the first openly gay man elected governor in the United States, appeared on 
two Sunday morning TV shows saying he would support increasing licensing requirements for semiau-
tomatic weapons, improving mental health services and better use of red flag laws that allow courts to 
remove weapons from people having mental health crises and who may be a danger to themselves and 
others. He also urged the toning down of anti-LGBTQ political rhetoric.

“We know that when people are saying incendiary things, somebody who’s not well-balanced can hear 
those things, and think that what they’re doing is heroic when it’s actually a horrific crime that kills innocent 
people,” Polis said on NBC’s ‘Meet the Press.’

James ended the statement by urging young members of the LGBTQ community to be brave.
“Your family is out there. You are loved and valued,” James said. “So when you come out of the closet, 

come out swinging.”

AP Top 25: Michigan up to No. 2 behind top-ranked Georgia
By RALPH D. RUSSO AP College Football Writer
Michigan moved up to No. 2 in The Associated Press college football poll Sunday, with TCU at No. 3 and 

Southern California at No. 4 behind top-ranked Georgia after four top-10 teams lost on the final day of 
regular-season games.

The Bulldogs (12-0) are No. 1 for the eighth straight week and 11th time this season in the AP Top 25 
presented by Regions Bank. Georgia received 58 first-place votes and Michigan received the other five.

The Wolverines (12-0) reached a season-high No. 2 after beating Ohio State, which dropped the Buck-
eyes three spots to No. 5.

TCU (12-0) has its highest ranking since reaching No. 2 in the 2015 season, and USC (11-1) has its best 
ranking this late in the season since finishing the 2016 season at No. 3.
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Other top-10 teams to fall were LSU, Clemson and Oregon. LSU’s loss to Texas A&M dropped those Ti-

gers five spots to No. 11. Clemson’s loss to South Carolina sent it falling three spots to No. 10 The Ducks’ 
fourth-quarter collapse against Oregon State cost Oregon a spot in the Pac-12 title game and five spots 
in the poll, where it fell to No. 15.

Alabama was No. 6, just ahead of Tennessee, which beat the Crimson Tide on a last-second field goal 
at home earlier this season.

No. 8 Penn State and No. 9 Washington both have their best rankings of the season. The Huskies haven’t 
been in the top 10 since the 2018 season, when they peaked at No. 6.

POLL POINTS
This was the eighth regular-season week since 2017 where four top-10 teams lost, including the second 

this season. Three of those weeks occurred in 2017.
The last time five or more top-10 teams lost in the same regular-season week was 2016. The week of 

Nov. 12, 2016, five top-10 teams lost, all to unranked opponents.
The results: Iowa 14, No. 2 Michigan 13; Pittsburgh 43, No. 3 Clemson 42; USC 26, No. 4 Washington 

13; Georgia 13, No. 8 Auburn 7; and Mississippi 29, No. 10 Texas A&M 28.
IN
— No. 23 UTSA (10-2) made its season debut in the AP Top 25. The Roadrunners reached the rankings 

last year for the first time in the short history of the program.
Texas-San Antonio became an FBS school in 2012. The defending Conference USA champions peaked 

at No. 15 last season and will head into a second straight C-USA title game ranked.
— No. 20 South Carolina (8-4) is back in the rankings after its second straight upset of a top-10 team. 

The Gamecocks beat Clemson on Saturday after taking down Tennessee last week. South Carolina was 
ranked for one week in October, but then immediately lost to Missouri.

— No. 25 Mississippi State (8-4) returned to the rankings for the second time this season.
OUT
— Mississippi (8-4) fell out of the rankings for the first time this season. The Rebels reached No. 7 after 

starting 7-0 but finished the season losing four of five.
— Cincinnati (9-3) is out again. The Bearcats have bounced in and out for most of the season. Losing 

to Tulane on Friday dropped them out again.
— Coastal Carolina (9-2) dropped out after being routed by James Madison but still has a spot in the 

Sun Belt championship game next week.
CONFERENCE CALL
Pac-12 — 6 (Nos. 4, 9, 12, 15, 16, 17).
SEC — 6 (Nos. 1, 6, 7, 11, 20, 25).
ACC — 3 (Nos. 10, 14, 24).
Big Ten — 3 (Nos. 2, 5, 8).
Big 12 — 3 (Nos. 3, 13, 21).
American — 2 (Nos. 18, 22).
Conference USA — 1 (No. 23).
Independent — 1 (No. 19).
RANKED vs. RANKED
Championship week features matchup of ranked teams in five conferences:
— No. 11 LSU vs. No. 1 Georgia, Southeastern Conference championship.
— No. 3 TCU vs. No. 13 Kansas State, Big 12 championship.
— No. 4 USC vs. No. 12 Utah, Pac-12 championship.
— No. 10 Clemson vs. No. 24 North Carolina, Atlantic Coast Conference championship.
— No. 18 Tulane vs. No. 22 UCF, American Athletic Conference championship.

Morocco pulls off another World Cup upset, beats Belgium 2-0
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By GERALD IMRAY AP Sports Writer
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Morocco pulled off yet another World Cup shock on Sunday, and Belgium’s aging 

“Golden Generation” took the hit this time.
The 2-0 upset left Kevin de Bruyne and the 2018 semifinalists in peril of a group-stage exit at what is 

likely the final World Cup for a highly-talented Belgian group that haven’t managed to convert their promise 
into prizes.

It might now be too late.
De Bruyne didn’t drive Belgium forward against Morocco, captain Eden Hazard was taken off after an 

hour, and goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois was probably at fault for the opening goal.
“We haven’t seen the best Belgium yet,” said Roberto Martinez, a Spaniard who has coached the team 

for six years. “We haven’t been ourselves.”
Belgium could have become the second team behind defending champion France to advance to the last 

16 if it beat Morocco. But it dropped from first to third in Group F and now plays against 2018 World Cup 
finalist Croatia trying to avoid its earliest elimination since 1998.

Morocco captain Romain Saiss gave his team the lead with a barely noticeable deflection off his hip after 
a free kick from Abdelhamid Sabiri in the 73rd minute that got under the body of Courtois — for many, 
the best goalkeeper in the world.

Zakaria Aboukhlal guided a shot into the roof of the net off a pass from Hakim Ziyech in stoppage time 
to make it 2-0 as Belgium’s defense, boasting more than 300 international appearances but anchored by 
two players in their mid-30s, was beaten by a speedy 22-year-old forward playing at his first World Cup.

Morocco’s players kneeled and pressed their heads to the ground in prayer, then leapt up in celebration. 
Pulling himself up from the ground, Courtois just shook his head.

The second big upset at the first World Cup in the Middle East involved another Arabic nation. Saudi 
Arabia defeated Argentina in the opening set of group games.

Morocco, which was roared on by thunderous noise from its fans at Al Thumama Stadium, had started 
in Qatar with a promising 0-0 draw with Croatia.

“We are delighted with that after Croatia and Belgium,” Morocco coach Walid Regragui said. “That’s 
absolutely outstanding for Morocco.”

Belgium, ranked No. 2 in the world behind Brazil, had won its last seven group games at the World Cup 
before the upset, but that included a labored 1-0 win over Canada to open this year’s tournament.

Even De Bruyne said in a media interview before the World Cup that Belgium’s squad was likely too old 
to win now.

“I don’t think any comments will affect a result or a performance,” Martinez said, dismissing the sug-
gestion that De Bruyne’s interview might have unsettled Belgium.

Morocco had to make a change right before kickoff when goalkeeper Yassine Bounou felt unwell but the 
North Africans were unaffected and clinched their first win at a World Cup since 1998 and only their third 
ever. Morocco moved to four points and Croatia is also on four points after beating Canada later Sunday. 
Belgium has three points and Canada has been eliminated.

Morocco has only ever been past the group stage once at a World Cup, in 1986. And things were in 
turmoil ahead of the tournament after former coach Vahid Halilhodzic was fired and Regragui was brought 
in at the end of August, less than three months before the World Cup. Regragui had only three friendlies 
to make his mark on the team before facing Croatia at the World Cup.

ZIYECH RECALLED
Regragui immediately recalled Ziyech, a Chelsea winger who was exiled from the team under Halilhodzic 

because of a rift between them. Ziyech curled in a disallowed free kick in the first half, set up the second 
goal, and was Morocco’s best player against Belgium.

BELGIAN DESPERATION
Martinez brought on forward Romelu Lukaku, the country’s record scorer, as a substitute with less than 

10 minutes to go in a desperate attempt to get one back when it was 1-0. Lukaku is only just return-
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ing from a left thigh problem and Belgium has missed him dearly. Martinez might be forced to start him 
against Croatia.

WHO SCORED?
Sabiri was initially credited with the first goal from his free kick, but FIFA later amended the official 

match report to give it to Saiss.
WHAT’S NEXT
The final group games are on Thursday, when Morocco will come back to Al Thumama Stadium to play 

Canada. Belgium will face Croatia at the same time.

Newborn among 7 dead in landslide on Italy’s Ischia island
By COLLEEN BARRY Associated Press
MILAN (AP) — Search teams have recovered seven dead, including a 3-week-old infant and a pair of 

young siblings, buried in mud and debris that hurtled down a mountainside and through a densely popu-
lated port city on the resort island of Ischia, officials said Sunday.

The Naples prefect confirmed that five people remained missing, and feared buried under the debris of 
an enormous landslide that struck Casamicciola before dawn on Saturday. Its force collapsed buildings 
and pushed vehicles into the sea.

The other victims were identified as the infant boy’s parents, a 5-year-old girl and her 11-year-old brother, 
a 31-year-old island resident and a Bulgarian tourist.

“Mud and water tend to fill every space,’’ Luca Cari, the spokesman for Italian firefighters, told RAI state 
TV. “Our teams are searching with hope, even if it is very difficult.”

“Our biggest hope is that people identified as missing have found refuge with relatives and friends and 
have not advised of their position,” he added.

The risks of landslides remained in the highest part of the town, near where heavy rainfall loosened a 
chunk of mountainside, requiring search teams to enter by foot, he said.

Small bulldozers first focused on clearing roads to allow rescue vehicles to pass, while dive teams were 
brought in to check cars that had been pushed into the sea.

“We are continuing the search with our hearts broken, because among the missing are also minors,” 
Giacomo Pascale, the mayor of the neighboring town of Lacco Ameno, told RAI.

Pope Francis expressed his closeness to the people of Ischia during the traditional Sunday blessing in St. 
Peter’s Square. “I am praying for the victims, for those who are suffering and for those who are involved 
in the rescue,” he said.

The Naples prefect, Claudio Palomba, said on Sunday that 30 homes had been inundated and more than 
200 people had been displaced. Five people were injured.

The massive landslide before dawn on Saturday was triggered by exceptional rainfall, and sent a mass 
of mud and debris hurtling through the port of Casamicciola, collapsing buildings and sweeping vehicles 
into the sea.

One widely circulated video showed a man, covered with mud, clinging to a shutter, chest-deep in 
muddy water. Another family escaped a home on the mountainside that appeared Sunday to teeter over 
a precipice, the daily Corriere della Sera reported.

The island received 126 millimeters (nearly five inches) of rain in six hours, the heaviest rainfall in 20 
years, according to officials. Experts said the disaster was exacerbated by building in areas of high risk on 
the mountainous island, which is also in an seismically active zone. Two people were killed in 2017 when 
a 4.0-magnitude quake struck Casamicciola and Lacco Ameno.

“There is territory that cannot be occupied. You cannot change the use of a zone where there is water. 
The course of the water created this disaster,” geologist Riccardo Caniparoli told RAI. “There are norms 
and laws that were not respected.”

Vincenzo De Luca, president of the Campagna region where Ischia is located, said houses in areas at 
risk must be demolished, suggesting they had been built without necessary permits.
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“People need to understand that you cannot live in some areas. There is no such thing as the necessity 

(to build) illegally,” De Luca told RAI. “Buildings in fragile zones should be demolished.”
The Italian government declared a state of emergency for the island during an urgent Cabinet meeting 

Sunday, earmarking 2 million euros (nearly $2.1 million) for the rescue and to restore public services.
“The government expresses its closeness to the citizens, mayors and towns of the island of Ischia, and 

thanks the rescue workers searching for the victims,” Premier Giorgia Meloni said in a statement.

Walmart shooting claims teen, young woman, father, mother
By BEN FINLEY, JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER and HANNAH SCHOENBAUM Associated Press
CHESAPEAKE, Va. (AP) — A 16-year-old helping his family. A custodian and father of two. A mother with 

wedding plans. A happy-go-lucky guy. A longtime employee.
That’s how friends and family described some of the six people killed at a Walmart in Chesapeake, Vir-

ginia, when a manager opened fire with a handgun before an employee meeting Tuesday night.
Here are some details about those who were lost:
——
Randy Blevins, 70, of Chesapeake
Blevins started working for Walmart in the early 1990s after the five-and-dime he owned with his wife, 

Teresa, went under, his stepdaughter Cassandra Yeatts told The Associated Press.
“When Walmart came to town, they kind of drove their business out of business,” Yeatts said. “My mom 

contacted the manager of the Walmart at Sam’s Drive and said, ‘Hey, you put us out of business and my 
husband needs a job.’”

Blevins had an interview and got hired on the spot as an overnight stocker, a job that included unload-
ing trucks, Yeatts said.

He liked the third shift because he had the days to himself. He attended Norfolk Admirals hockey games 
and watched professional wrestling and Washington Commanders football games on TV.

Blevins also took snapshots of people and places in nearby Isle of Wight County, according to a 1996 
story in the Isle of Wight Citizen. The pictures were put on postcards and sold at a different five-and-dime 
that his brother managed.

Blevins never missed a day of work, his stepdaughter said.
“He never had any complaints about anyone that he worked with, and he enjoyed going into work,” 

Yeatts said.
Blevins leaves behind three stepdaughters. And although he and his wife Teresa Blevins divorced, they 

remained best friends, Yeatts said.
“Thanksgiving and Christmas were his favorite holidays,” she said.
___
Fernando “Jesus” Chavez-Barron, 16, of Chesapeake
Chavez-Barron was an honors student in the 11th grade who had just begun driving and had taken a 

part-time job to help out his family, according to friends and a GoFundMe page set up for the family. The 
page’s organizer, Tamara Nelson, confirmed by phone that the page was authentic, but she declined to 
comment further.

“An outstanding son and excellent big brother, he loved building with Legos,” the GoFundMe page states. 
“He will always be remembered as humble, loving, responsible and hardworking young man. His loss is 
felt, not only by his family, but by so many others in his community.”

Family friend Rosy Perez told The New York Times that the teen worked the overnight shift at Walmart 
to assist his family.

“He wanted to help a little bit,” Perez said. “He was a very good child.”
___
Kellie Pyle, 52, of Chesapeake
Pyle grew up in Norfolk, Virginia, and moved back to the Hampton Roads region from Kentucky after 
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reconnecting with her high school sweetheart on Facebook.

She and Brian Baker planned to marry next year.
“I’ve never seen her this happy, except when she talked about her children,” said a cousin, William Pillar-

Gibson.
“This was not just a new chapter for her — it was the best chapter,” Pillar-Gibson told the AP. “She was 

a grandmother. Her children were thriving. She was with the love of her life. She was back home.”
Pyle had two adult children in their 20s and a young granddaughter who was “the light of Kellie’s life,” 

her cousin said.
Pyle had been the caregiver for her parents when their health failed and for her brother when he had 

a stroke.
“She handled everything,” Pillar-Gibson said. “When something needed to be done, she did it. And she 

experienced a lot of loss.”
Recently, Pyle was extending her generosity and caregiving to the mother of her fiance, Gwendolyn 

Bowe Baker Spencer.
In a brief statement to the AP, Spencer said: “We love her ... She was an awesome, kind individual — 

yes she was.”
___
Brian Pendleton, 38, of Chesapeake
Pendleton made sure to be punctual. Although his shift as a custodian started at 10:30 p.m., he was in 

the break room when the shooting started just after 10, according to his mother, Michelle Johnson.
“He always came to work early so he would be on time for work,” she told The Associated Press Wednes-

day. “He liked his coworkers.”
Pendleton had recently celebrated his 10-year anniversary working at the store.
His mother said he didn’t have any problems at work, except with a supervisor, Andre Bing, who was 

identified as the gunman.
“He just didn’t like my son,” Johnson said. “He would tell me that he (Bing) would give him a hard time.”
Pendleton was born with a congenital brain disorder and grew up in Chesapeake, his mother said.
“He called me yesterday before he was going to work,” Johnson said. “I always tell him to call me when 

gets off work.”
As she was getting ready for bed, Johnson got a call from a family friend telling her there was a shoot-

ing at the Walmart.
“Brian was a happy-go-lucky guy. Brian loved family. Brian loved friends. He loved to tell jokes,” his 

mother said. “We’re going to miss him.”
___
Lorenzo Gamble, 43, of Chesapeake
Gamble was a custodian on the overnight shift and had worked at Walmart for 15 years, The Washington 

Post reported.
His parents Linda and Alonzo Gamble said he loved spending time with his two sons.
“He just kept to himself and did his job,” Linda Gamble said. “He was the quiet one of the family.”
His mother said Gamble enjoyed going to his 19-year-old’s football games and cheering for the Wash-

ington Commanders NFL team.
She posted on Facebook that she’s having trouble saying goodbye.
“Missing my baby right now, life is not same without my son,” she wrote.
__
Tyneka Johnson, 22, of Portsmouth
Theodore Johnson, 41, told The New York Times that his cousin lived with her mother.
“She was young and wanted to make her own money,” he said.
When Johnson attended Western Branch High School, Casheba Cannon tutored the student with dreams 

of college and a supportive family, Cannon told The Washington Post.
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“Education was in the forefront. Her family did whatever they had to do to make sure she got assistance,” 

Cannon said.
Johnson was willing to work to better herself, but she was also cheerful, helped younger students and 

“gelled” with everyone she encountered at Cannon’s Blessed Tutoring Services, she said. Johnson had a 
sense of style and love for music and dancing.

“She was that kid. When she came to tutoring, she was very well put together,” Cannon said. “Tyneka 
was a light in a dim room.”

A makeshift memorial to Johnson was placed in a grassy area outside the Walmart, with the words “Our 
Hearts are with you” and a basket of flowers.

The remembrance included a cluster of blue, white and gold balloons tied to a tree, alongside a stark 
yellow line of police tape.

World Cup Viewer’s Guide: Ronaldo gets rematch with Uruguay
By JENNA FRYER AP National Writer
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Ronaldo gets his rematch four years after Uruguay knocked his Portugal team out 

of the World Cup.
The match Monday gives Cristiano Ronaldo a chance to avenge Portugal’s loss in the round of 16 to 

Uruguay in 2018, even if it doesn’t carry the same stakes. Uruguay’s 2-1 win in Russia knocked Portugal 
out of the World Cup, and the most Monday’s group stage match can do for Portugal is advance Ronaldo 
into the last 16 for the fourth time in his career.

Ronaldo has been at the center of attention in Qatar, where he arrived for what is expected to be his 
final World Cup seeking personal and national history. He became the first player to score in five World 
Cups in Portugal’s 3-2 win over Ghana in his first match, and very much wants to lead his national team 
to its first title.

Portugal has never won the World Cup, and Ronaldo has never taken his team past the semifinals. In 
his 2006 debut, Portugal lost 3-1 to Germany in the third-place match. Portugal hasn’t been out of the 
round of 16 since.

“This is just the beginning,” Ronaldo said in an Instagram post. “There are no impossibilities.”
Ronaldo scored on a penalty kick in Portugal’s win over Ghana and Portugal has lost just one of its past 

13 games in the group stage at the World Cup — a loss to Germany in 2014.
Portugal and Uruguay have played three times prior, but the 2018 meeting was their only match in recent 

years. Portugal won 3-0 in 1966 and the teams played to a 1-1 draw — both friendlies.
Now it’s a matchup of longtime rivals — Ronaldo from his days playing for Real Madrid against Luis 

Suárez from his time at Barcelona.
Uruguay played to a 0-0 draw against South Korea and can’t advance or be eliminated on Monday. But 

a loss would make Uruguay vulnerable headed into its final group stage match, and although not counted 
among the favorites, Uruguay is trying to advance to the semifinals for the first time since 2010.

Uruguay won the World Cup in 1930 and 1950, but its recent history includes a fourth-place finish in 
2010, the round of 16 in 2014 and the quarterfinals four years ago in Russia by beating Portugal.

BRAZIL-SWITZERLAND
There’s no Neymar for Brazil in Monday’s game against Switzerland as the star player is nursing an ankle 

injury suffered in the 2-0 opening match win over Serbia.
Brazil teammate Marquinhos said Neymar is working “24 hours a day” to try to get back on the field, 

but team doctors have given no timetable for his return.
“He is sleeping in physiotherapy, 24 hours a day,” Marquinhos said. “That shows how much he wants to 

be back with us. We don’t know when it’s going to happen, but we hope we will have him with us again 
as soon as possible and in good health mentally and physically.”

The workload should fall to Richarlison, who scored both goals in the win against Serbia.
Richarlison has scored nine goals in his last seven appearances for Brazil, and against Serbia became 
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the eighth Brazilian to score a pair of goals in his World Cup debut, and the first since Neymar in 2014.

Brazil actually has quite a deep roster as it seeks a sixth World Cup title and its first in two decades, 
with Vinicius Junior, Raphinha and Rodrygo all ready to play against Switzerland.

“Each and every one is super skilled, even the center backs and goalkeeper,” Switzerland coach Murat 
Yakin said of Brazil. “They are here to get the title. That’s almost a must for them.”

Brazil has won eight consecutive matches and is unbeaten since its loss in the 2021 Copa America final.
Switzerland beat Cameroon 1-0 with a Breel Embolo goal and is looking to win its opening two World 

Cup games for the first time. The last time Switzerland won two consecutive games in the tournament 
was in 2006.

CAMEROON-SERBIA
Cameroon and Serbia both lost opening matches to set up a pivotal Group G match.
Serbia lost 2-0 to Brazil on a miserable night in which it didn’t get a single shot on goal for its first loss 

in seven matches. Cameroon narrowly fell 1-0 to Switzerland and hasn’t won in five consecutive matches.
A loss for either team — combined with a draw between Brazil and Switzerland — could send both 

Cameroon and Serbia to the final group stage game with nothing to play for at the World Cup.
“The mistakes that were made (against Switzerland) will not be made again in the next game,” Camer-

oon coach Rigobert Song said.
Serbia felt it played well in the first half against Brazil before falling apart in the second half.
“The impression is that we started the second half with too much respect for the Brazilian national team 

and that cost us a positive result,” Serbia’s national team director Stevan Stojanovic said. “Somehow we 
raised our hands prematurely in surrender, which in the past was not characteristic of this generation.”

SOUTH KOREA-GHANA
Ghana is in danger of elimination in its match against South Korea on Monday despite a decent showing 

against Portugal.
Ghana scored twice against Portugal, but a loss to South Korea will make it difficult to advance out of 

Group H. There’s some familiarity with South Korea, though, because Ghana coach Otto Addo coached 
Son Heung-min at the youth level.

Addo was working for German club Hamburg when he first encountered Son.
“He’s very, very disciplined. So he became so good because he worked hard for it. This is what I hoped 

for, and I expected it,” Addo said.
South Korea challenged Uruguay in its opening match before settling for a 0-0 draw. Son has been play-

ing with a Batman-style mask to protect the fractured eye socket he suffered on Nov. 2 in a Champions 
League match.

“It’s not about being worried or not as far as Son is concerned, he was recently injured and he was try-
ing to feel comfortable with the face mask,” South Korea coach Paulo Bento said. “He needed to feel at 
ease with his teammates and his opponents.”

Exploring a memory: Designer re-creates a dress for Diana
By DANICA KIRKA Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — This is a dress with a story, and Elizabeth Emanuel wants to tell it.
Shocking pink with a plunging, ruffled neckline and body-hugging shape, the gown was designed by 

Emanuel for Lady Diana Spencer to wear at a Buckingham Palace party a few days before her marriage to 
Prince Charles in 1981. It was a visual coming-out event for the future princess, until then largely known 
for her conservative sweater-and-pearls look.

“This was definitely not a wallflower dress,” said Emanuel, who also co-designed Diana’s wedding gown. 
“This was a dress to be seen in and celebrated.”

It was also soon forgotten. In an era before smartphones put a camera in everyone’s pocket and so-
cial media made private events public, the dress was mostly seen by the party guests, including Queen 
Elizabeth II, Princess Grace and Nancy Reagan, but no one else. Emanuel doesn’t know where it is, or 
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even if it still exists.

So she has re-created it, out of bolts of shiny, satin taffeta cut and stitched to match the dramatic 
sketches she made more than 40 years ago.

Acting on an idea that took shape during Britain’s long coronavirus lockdowns, she did it for herself, for 
her archive. But also because she wanted to show another side of Diana, who Emanuel believes has been 
misrepresented by “The Crown,” the popular Netflix series that has brought the story of the princess and 
her ill-fated marriage to a new generation.

A fan of the series’ first three seasons, Emanuel said she found it hard to watch the last two because of 
the way Diana was depicted.

Creating a bespoke dress is a long process, requiring multiple fittings that give client and dressmaker 
lots of time to talk. And throughout the hours they spent together, Diana came across as a happy, vibrant 
young woman, not the shrinking girl “The Crown” portrays as being buffeted by events beyond her control, 
Emanuel said.

“She wasn’t like that,” Emanuel said. “She was always very upbeat. And, you know, I like to feel that we 
were close enough that if she was having huge issues that we might have been aware of it at the time, 
because those fittings are fairly intimate.”

One of the things the series does right is retrace Diana’s style journey, from the cardigans and bows she 
wore when she first stepped into the public eye, to frothy ballgowns with frills and flounces and finally to 
her becoming a global fashion icon in Versace, Dior and Chanel.

Diana grew up in the country, looking to her older sisters for fashion cues. This was a world of hunting, 
shooting and fishing, where Barbour coats and Wellington boots were everyday wear. It was a culture where 
no matter how much you cared about your appearance, you had to seem like you weren’t trying too hard.

Diana brought that style sense with her when she moved to London after leaving school and soon be-
came the archetype of the Sloane Ranger, the media name for the wealthy young people who lived near 
London’s Sloane Square and cultivated the look of bohemian aristocrats.

She was, as former BBC royal reporter Michael Cole put it, “this Sloane Ranger with her sort of pie crust 
collars and Fair Isle sweaters and rather voluminous skirts. She was a product of the English countryside.”

But after her engagement to the future King Charles III, she began to grow into the glamour of being 
a princess.

“It actually was a bit of an effort for her to adapt to that role,” Cole said. “She did appreciate and came 
to understand the power of clothes, the power of image. It helped very much that she had good taste, 
and I think she had some good advisers.”

In other words, she evolved and learned how to use clothes to project a message.
And perhaps the journey began with the hot pink party gown.
After losing weight, Diana asked Emanuel, her former husband David, and their team to create a dress 

that would show off her new supermodel figure and transform her image for the celebrities and world 
leaders invited to the palace.

“She wanted something really spectacular and eye-catching to wear for that because the whole world 
was going to be there at that party,’’ Emanuel said at her London studio.

“I think there was a message being sent with this dress, really. That she’d been previously known as 
Shy Di, but in this dress she definitely was no longer a Shy Di.”

But for Emanuel, the project is about more than simply setting the record straight. It’s about one friend 
remembering another and the helping hand the princess gave to her career.

There is something touching about the way she looks at this copy and adjusts it on a mannequin roughly 
as tall as Diana, plainly remembering her famous client.

She re-created a dress that belonged to the Diana she knew, who broke the mold, who was brave, who 
was ready to walk out on stage. And as she worked, Diana was in her head the whole time.

“As I’m looking at it, I’m imagining her face,” Emanuel said. “The last time that we saw her in the dress 
was actually at that party and looking so radiant and fantastic. And then all these years later, you know, 
to re-create it again, it’s kind of strange.’’
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But that won’t stop her from continuing to explore her memories. She embraced the process of making 

the dress, of holding a memory in her hand.
Emanuel now has plans to re-create the alternative wedding dress she made for Diana — a spare cre-

ated in case the tabloids somehow managed to get a photo of the primary dress before the big day. But 
the dress never leaked, and the spare disappeared from public view.

“I want to see if I can do it right and to delve into all of those memories,” she said. “I will have them. 
They’ll be there. They won’t just be figments of imagination or floating around digitally. They’ll be real 
things that I can remember.’’

Pockets of shelling across Ukraine as wintry warfare looms
By SAM MEDNICK and JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press
KHERSON, Ukraine (AP) — Russian forces struck eastern and southern Ukraine early Sunday as utility 

crews scrambled to restore power, water and heating with the onset of snow and frigid temperatures, 
while civilians continued to leave the southern city of Kherson because of the devastation wreaked by 
recent attacks and their fears of more ahead.

With persistent snowfall blanketing the capital, Kyiv, Sunday, analysts predicted that wintry weather — 
bringing with it frozen terrain and grueling fighting conditions — could have an increasing impact on the 
conflict that has raged since Russian forces invaded Ukraine more than nine months ago.

Both sides were already bogged down by heavy rain and muddy battlefield conditions, experts said.
After a blistering series of Russian artillery strikes on infrastructure that started last month, workers 

were fanning out in around-the-clock deployments to restore key basic services as many Ukrainians were 
forced to cope with only a few hours of electricity per day — if any.

Ukrenergo, the state power grid operator, said Sunday that electricity producers are now supplying about 
80% of demand, compared to 75% the previous day.

The deprivations have revived jousting between Ukraine’s president and Kyiv’s mayor. Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko on Sunday defended himself against allegations levelled by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy that 
too many Kyiv residents were still without power and that insufficient centers had been set up for them 
to stock up on food, water, battery power and other essentials.

Kitschko wrote on Telegram that hundreds of such centers are in operation, as well as hundreds of 
emergency generators, adding that “I do not want, especially in the current situation, to enter into politi-
cal battles. It’s ridiculous.”

The president and the mayor have sporadically sparred since Zelenskyy took office in 2019. Zelenskyy 
has accused Klitschko and officials around him of corruption, while Klitschko contends the president’s of-
fice has put him under political pressure.

The Institute for the Study of War, a think tank that has been closely monitoring developments in Ukraine, 
said reporting from both sides indicated that heavy rain and mud have had an impact — along with wider 
freezing expected along the front lines in the coming days.

“It is unclear if either side is actively planning or preparing to resume major offensive or counter-offensive 
operations at that time, but the meteorological factors that have been hindering such operations will begin 
lifting,” it said in a note published Saturday.

ISW said Russian forces were digging in further east of the city of Kherson, from which Ukrainian forces 
expelled them more than two weeks ago, and continued “routine artillery fire” across the Dnieper River.

The think tank also cited reports that Russian forces were moving multiple launch rocket and ground-
to-air missile systems into positions closer to the city as part of a possible plan to step up “the tempo of 
rocket and anti-air missile strikes against ground targets north of the Dnieper River in the coming days.”

Kherson city, which was liberated more than two weeks ago — a development that Zelenskyy called a 
turning point in the war — has faced intense shelling in recent days by Russian forces nearby.

The top U.N. official in Ukraine said civilians, many of whom lamented unlivable conditions and feared 
more strikes to come, continued to pour out of Kherson on Sunday.

“The level of destruction, the scope of the destruction, what’s required in the city and in the oblast — it’s 
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massive,” said U.N. resident coordinator Denise Brown, referring to the region. U.N. teams were ferrying 
in supplies like food, water, shelter materials, medicines, and blankets and mattresses, she said.

“Time is of the essence, of course, before it becomes an absolute catastrophe,” Brown told The Associ-
ated Press in Kherson.

Galina Lugova, head of the city’s military administration, said in an interview that evacuation trains had 
been lined up and bomb shelters set up in all city districts with stoves, beds, first aid kits and fire extin-
guishers.

“We are preparing for a winter in difficult conditions, but we will do everything to make people safe,” 
Lugova said. Her biggest worry, she said, was “shelling that intensifies every day. Shelling, shelling and 
shelling again.”

On the roads out of the city, some residents felt they had no choice but to leave.
“The day before yesterday, artillery hit our house. Four flats burned down. Windows shattered,” said 

Vitaliy Nadochiy, driving out with a terrier on his lap and a Ukrainian flag dangling from a sun visor. “We 
can’t be there. There is no electricity, no water, heating. So we are leaving to go to my brother.”

In the eastern Donetsk region, five people were killed in shelling over the past day, governor Pavlo 
Kyrylenko said. Overnight shelling was reported by regional leaders in the Zaporizhzhia and Dnipropetrovsk 
areas to the west. In addition, he said two people were killed in artillery firing on the town of Kurakhove.

Kharkiv governor Oleh Syniehubov said one person was killed and three wounded in the northeastern 
region.

Russian rockets hit unspecified railroad facilities in Kryvyi Rih, Zelenskyy’s hometown, on Sunday, ac-
cording to a regional official. No injuries were immediately reported.

Crowd angered by lockdowns calls for China’s Xi to step down
By DAKE KANG and HUIZHONG WU Associated Press
SHANGHAI (AP) — Protesters angered by strict anti-virus measures called for China’s powerful leader to 

resign, an unprecedented rebuke as authorities in at least eight cities struggled to suppress demonstra-
tions Sunday that represent a rare direct challenge to the ruling Communist Party.

Police using pepper spray drove away demonstrators in Shanghai who called for Xi Jinping to step down 
and an end to one-party rule, but hours later people rallied again in the same spot. Police again broke up 
the demonstration, and a reporter saw protesters under arrest being driven away in a bus.

The protests — which began Friday and have spread to cities including the capital, Beijing, and dozens 
of university campuses — are the most widespread show of opposition to the ruling party in decades.

In a video of the protest in Shanghai verified by The Associated Press, chants against Xi, the most 
powerful leader since at least the 1980s, and the Chinese Communist Party sounded loud and clear: “Xi 
Jinping! Step down! CCP! Step down!”

Three years after the virus emerged, China is the only major country still trying to stop transmission of 
COVID-19. Its “zero COVID” strategy has suspended access to neighborhoods for weeks at a time. Some 
cities carry out daily virus tests on millions of residents.

That has kept China’s infection numbers lower than those the United States and other major countries, 
but public acceptance has worn thin. People who are quarantined at home in some areas say they lack 
food and medicine. The ruling party faced public anger following the deaths of two children whose parents 
said anti-virus controls hampered efforts to get medical help.

The current protests erupted after a fire broke out Thursday and killed at least 10 people in an apart-
ment building in the city of Urumqi in the northwest, where some have been locked in their homes for 
four months. That prompted an outpouring of angry questions online about whether firefighters or people 
trying to escape were blocked by locked doors or other restrictions.

About 300 demonstrators gathered late Saturday in Shanghai, most of whose 25 million people were 
confined to their homes for almost two months starting in late March.

On a street named for Urumqi, one group of protesters brought candles, flowers and signs honoring 
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those who died in the blaze. Another group, according to a protester who insisted on anonymity, was 
more active, shouting slogans and singing the national anthem.

That protester and another, who gave only his family name, Zhao, confirmed the chants against Xi, who 
has awarded himself a third five-year term as leader of the ruling party and who some expect to try to 
stay in power for life. Like others who spoke to the AP, the protesters didn’t want to be identified due to 
fear of arrest or retaliation.

The atmosphere of the protest encouraged people to speak about topics considered taboo, including 
the 1989 crackdown on the Tiananmen Square pro-democracy protests, the protester who insisted on 
anonymity said.

Some called for an official apology for the deaths in the fire in Urumqi in the Xinjiang region. One member 
of Xinjiang’s Uyghur ethnic group, which has been the target of a security crackdown that includes mass 
detentions, shared his experiences of discrimination and police violence.

“Everyone thinks that Chinese people are afraid to come out and protest, that they don’t have any cour-
age,” said the protester, adding it was his first time demonstrating. “Actually in my heart, I also thought this 
way. But then when I went there, I found that the environment was such that everyone was very brave.”

The scene turned violent early Sunday. Hundreds of police broke up the more active group before they 
came for the second as they tried to move people off the main street. The protester said that he saw 
people being taken away, forced by police into vans, but could not identify them.

Zhao said one of his friends was beaten by police and two were pepper-sprayed. He lost his shoes and 
left barefoot.

He said protesters yelled slogans, including one that has become a rallying cry: “(We) do not want PCR 
(tests), but want freedom.”

On Sunday afternoon, crowds returned to the same spot and again railed against PCR tests. People 
stood and filmed as police shoved people.

Officers in surgical masks and yellow safety vests told the crowd of about 300 spectators to leave but 
appeared to be trying to avoid a confrontation. There was no sign of shields or other riot gear.

In Beijing, a group of about 200 people gathered in a park on the capital’s east side and held up blank 
sheets of paper, a symbol of defiance against the ruling party’s pervasive censorship.

“The lockdown policy is so strict,” said a protestor, who would give only his surname, Li. “You cannot 
compare it to any other country. We have to find a way out.”

Postings on social media said there were also demonstrations at 50 universities.
About 2,000 students at Xi’s alma mater, Tsinghua University in Beijing, gathered to demand an easing 

of anti-virus controls, according to social media posts. Students shouted “freedom of speech!” and sang 
the Internationale, the socialist anthem.

The protesters left after the university’s deputy Communist Party secretary promised to hold a school-
wide discussion.

Videos on social media that said they were filmed in Nanjing in the east, Guangzhou in the south and 
at least six other cities showed protesters tussling with police in white protective suits or dismantling bar-
ricades used to seal off neighborhoods. The Associated Press could not verify that all those protests took 
place or where.

The human rights group Amnesty International appealed to Beijing to allow peaceful protest.
“The tragedy of the Urumqi fire has inspired remarkable bravery across China,” the group’s regional 

director, Hanna Young, said in a statement. “These unprecedented protests show that people are at the 
end of their tolerance for excessive COVID-19 restrictions.”

Urumqi and a smaller city in Xinjiang, Korla, eased some anti-virus controls in what appeared to be an 
attempt to mollify the public following Friday’s protests.

Markets and other businesses will reopen in areas deemed at low risk of virus transmission and bus, 
train and airline service will resume, state media reported. They gave no indication whether residents in 
higher-risk areas would be allowed out of their homes.
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Bird flu prompts slaughter of 1.8M chickens in Nebraska

By JOSH FUNK AP Business Writer
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska agriculture officials say another 1.8 million chickens must be killed after 

bird flu was found on a farm in the latest sign that the outbreak that has already prompted the slaughter 
of more than 50 million birds nationwide continues to spread.

The Nebraska Department of Agriculture said Saturday that the state’s 13th case of bird flu was found 
on an egg-laying farm in northeast Nebraska’s Dixon County, about 120 miles (193 kilometers) north of 
Omaha, Nebraska..

Just like on other farms where bird flu has been found this year, all the chickens on the Nebraska farm 
will be killed to limit the spread of the disease. The U.S. Department of Agriculture says more than 52.3 
million birds in 46 states — mostly chickens and turkeys on commercial farms — have been slaughtered 
as part of this year’s outbreak.

Nebraska is second only to Iowa’s 15.5 million birds killed with 6.8 million birds now affected at 13 farms.
In most past bird flu outbreaks the virus largely died off during the summer, but this year’s version found 

a way to linger and started to make a resurgence this fall with more than 6 million birds killed in September.
The virus is primarily spread by wild birds as they migrate across the country. Wild birds can often carry 

the disease without showing symptoms. The virus spreads through droppings or the nasal discharge of 
an infected bird, which can contaminate dust and soil.

Commercial farms have taken a number of steps to prevent the virus from infecting their flocks, including 
requiring workers to change clothes before entering barns and sanitizing trucks as they enter the farm, 
but the disease can be difficult to control. Zoos have also taken precautions and closed some exhibits to 
protect their birds.

Officials say there is little risk to human health from the virus because human cases are extremely rare 
and the infected birds aren’t allowed to enter the nation’s food supply. Plus, any viruses will be killed by 
properly cooking poultry to 165 degrees Fahrenheit.

But the bird flu outbreak has contributed to the rising prices of chicken and turkey along with the soar-
ing cost of feed and fuel.

Cuba’s informal market finds new space on growing internet
By MEGAN JANETSKY Associated Press
HAVANA (AP) — In the Telegram group chat, the messages roll in like waves.
“I need liquid ibuprofen and acetaminophen, please,” wrote one user. “It’s urgent, it’s for my 10-month-

old baby.”
Others offer medicine brought from outside of Cuba, adding, “Write to me in a direct message.” Emoji-

speckled lists offer antibiotics, pregnancy tests, vitamins, rash creams and more.
The group message, which includes 170,000 people, is just one of many that have flourished in recent 

years in Cuba alongside an exponential increase in internet usage on the communist-governed island.
The informal sale of everything from eggs to car parts – the country’s so-called black market – is a 

time-honored practice in crisis-stricken Cuba, where access to the most basic items such as milk, chicken, 
medicine and cleaning products has always been limited. The market is technically illegal, but the extent 
of illegality, in official eyes, can vary by the sort of items sold and how they were obtained.

Before the internet, such exchanges took place “through your contacts, your neighbors, your local com-
munity,” said Ricardo Torres, a Cuban and economics fellow at American University in Washington. “But 
now, through the internet, you get to reach out to an entire province.”

With shortages and economic turmoil at the worst they’ve been in years, the online marketplace “has 
exploded,” Torres said.

Bustling WhatsApp groups discuss the informal exchange rate, which provides more pesos per dollar or 
euro than the official bank rate.
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Meanwhile, Cuba’s versions of Craigslist — sites such as Revolico, the island’s first digital buying-and-

selling tool — advertise everything from electric bicycles brought in from other countries to “capitalist 
apartments” in Havana’s wealthy districts.

Many products are sold in pesos, but higher-priced items are often listed in dollars, with payments either 
handled in cash or through bank transfers outside the country.

While wealthier Cubans — or those with families sending money from abroad — can afford more lavish 
items, many basic items remain unaffordable for people like Leonardo, a state-employed engineer who 
asked that his real name not be used because he fears retribution from the government.

Three months ago, Leonardo began buying items such as inhalers, antibiotics and rash creams from 
friends arriving from other countries, then reselling them for a small profit online. Government authorities 
are harshly critical of such “revendedores,” or resellers, especially those who buy products in Cuban stores 
then sell them at a higher price.

In late October, President Miguel Díaz-Canel called for a crackdown on the practice, referring to the 
revendedores as “criminals, swindlers, riffraff, the lazy and the corrupt.”

“What we can’t allow is that those who don’t work, don’t contribute and break the law earn more and 
have more opportunities to live well than those who actually contribute,” he said during a meeting with 
government officials. “If we did that … we’d be breaking the concepts of socialism.”

But Leonardo said he and others like him are just trying to get by.
“This medicine goes to the people who need it, people who have respiratory issues,” he said. “Those 

who use them are people who really need them. ... More than anything else, we sell antibiotics.”
With the money he’s earned from his sales, Leonardo has been able to buy soap and food, as well as 

antibiotics and vitamins for his elderly parents.
The rise of the new digital marketplaces speaks to a specific brand of creative resilience that Cubans 

have developed during decades of economic turmoil. Much of the crisis is a result of the U.S. government’s 
six-decade trade embargo on the island, but critics say it’s also due to government mismanagement of the 
economy and reluctance to embrace the private sector.

So people on the island tend to be highly resourceful, working with whatever they have available to them 
— think old cars from the 1950s that still roll through the streets, thanks to mechanics using ingenuity and 
spare parts to address a shortage of new vehicles.

Entrepreneurs have used the same creativity to deal with what was initially very limited internet access. 
Carlos Javier Peña and Hiram Centelles, Cuban expatriates who live in Spain, created Revolico in 2007 to 
help “alleviate the hardships of life in Cuba.”

They kept the site design simple, similar to Craigslist, to match the island’s sluggish internet. But in 
2008 — the same year the government lifted a ban on sales of personal computers — it blocked access 
to Revolico. The ban remained in place until 2016. In the meantime, Peña and Centelles used digital tools 
and different host sites to jump the firewall.

Using the site was still a challenge for many, however, given the lack of cellphone internet.
Heriberto, a university student in 2008, was able to access it through a small monthly internet package 

given to him by the school. Others asked friends and family to buy items for them while at work, where 
they sometimes had internet access.

“Here, the markets more often than not don’t have the things you’re looking for,” said Heriberto, now 33, 
who asked that only his first name be used because he also feared repercussions from the government. “So 
you develop this custom of looking first in the store. Then when they don’t have it, you look on Revolico.”

Sales on WhatsApp, Facebook, and Telegram really took off in 2018, when Cubans gained access to the 
internet on their phones, something American University fellow Torres described as a “game changer.”

Between 2000 and 2021 the number of Cubans using the internet rose from less than 1% of the popula-
tion to 71%, International Telecommunications Union data shows. The internet was a lifeline for Heriberto 
and many other Cubans during the COVID-19 pandemic, they said.

Now, with the island’s main economic sector, tourism, still recovering, many have built entire enterprises 
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on the online sale of goods — both basic necessities such as medicine, as well as many higher-priced 
specialty items. Heriberto recently used the site to sell a mountain bike he priced in dollars.

Revolico co-founder Centelles says the site and similar tools have evolved to adapt to a constantly changing 
Cuba. For example, as the island suffers crippling blackouts, sales of power generators and rechargeable 
batteries have skyrocketed, he said.

Government officials have said the internet is important for the country’s economic growth — but have 
treated it with a “grudging acceptance,” said Valerie Wirtschafter, a senior data analyst at the Brookings 
Institution who tracks internet usage in Cuba.

“They have never really been able to control the internet in many ways,” Wirtschafter said.
Perhaps the most visible example came when mass protests erupted in 2021, largely thanks to rapidly 

spreading communications on social media sites including Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram and Telegram. 
The government blocked many key social media and messaging sites for a number of days to stop protests 
from spreading.

While Leonardo said he considers it risky to sell on Telegram, “in the end, you need medicine ... so you 
assume that risk.”

Heriberto still uses Revolico, but he said he now prefers sites such as Facebook that offer a level of 
anonymity. On those sites, he can sell using a fake profile, he said, as opposed to Revolico, which requires 
you to post your phone number.

“It’s a basic necessity now,” Heriberto said. “The internet has arrived in Cuba, and now it’s fundamental.”

Hawaii Gov. Ige looks back on coronavirus, tourism shutdown
By AUDREY McAVOY Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — As Hawaii’s governor, David Ige faced a volcanic eruption that destroyed 700 homes, 

protests blocking construction of a cutting-edge multibillion-dollar telescope and a false alert about an 
incoming ballistic missile. During the COVID-19 pandemic, tourism shut down and Hawaii’s unemployment 
rate soared to 22.4%.

Crisis response is one way to sum up the Democrat’s eight years leading Hawaii, which are due to wrap 
up when his successor, Lt. Gov. Josh Green, is inaugurated on Dec. 5.

“It’s stressful, especially during public health emergencies,” Ige said during a recent interview reflecting 
on his two terms in office. “There are people who don’t like what you do and they don’t like decisions 
made. And today, they can let you know that.”

Yet the 65-year-old former electrical engineer said that he agrees with other governors who told him 
shortly after his 2014 election that he was about to get the best job he could ever have.

“You have direct impact on the quality of people’s lives. What we do matters to people every single day,” 
Ige said.

Ige cited progress he made on affordable housing and homelessness. But he’s most proud of how he 
responded to the pandemic, and it’s what he’d like to be remembered for after he leaves.

A report by the Commonwealth Fund, a New York-based nonprofit foundation, found Hawaii had the 
lowest “excess mortality” rate among the 50 states, a statistic measuring deaths that exceed historical 
norms for a given time and place. Ige said that Hawaii’s health care system was always able to care for 
both COVID-19 patients and others throughout the pandemic.

Ige said that he wanted to protect Hawaii’s older people and the health and safety of residents. He didn’t 
want Hawaii’s hospitals to be overwhelmed, since people would have difficulty getting medical care from 
a neighboring state.

“We knew that it’s not about driving somebody to the next county or flying somebody to get services. 
We’re 2,500 miles away from anywhere,” Ige said.

Ige signed executive orders that required wearing masks in public and limiting the size of gatherings. 
Unique among the 50 states, Hawaii imposed a 14-day quarantine on incoming travelers and actively en-
forced it. This order effectively shuttered the state’s tourism industry, which is a key economic driver, but 
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officials believe that it also slowed the spread of COVID-19.

Kirk Caldwell, who was Honolulu’s mayor when the pandemic began, said that Ige was under “huge 
pressure” from people urging him to impose public health protections faster. Later, people pushed him to 
ease up as conditions improved.

Ige also juggled some counties wanting more restrictions while others wanted looser rules.
Honolulu City Councilmember Andria Tupola, who ran against Ige as the Republican nominee for gov-

ernor in 2018, praised Ige’s even temperament and acceptance of criticism. But she said that he should 
have shared power with state legislators or held public hearings instead of issuing COVID-19 executive 
orders for two years.

“You got to pull back and you got to wean yourself off of making all the decisions, and then start to 
trust that other leaders collectively can join in the decision making,” she said.

Hawaii House Speaker Scott Saiki, a Democrat, said that Ige’s cautious approach contributed to both 
successes and failures. It was important for Ige to avoid making hasty decisions and to not overreact 
during the pandemic, but too often the governor suffered from “analysis paralysis,” he said.

“There were so many times when we wanted him to just take control of the situation, and provide some 
leadership and direction,” Saiki said. “And it just didn’t happen.”

Lawmakers stepped in on multiple occasions to take on roles that one would expect of the executive 
branch.

Saiki pointed to how the Legislature mobilized volunteers to help the state process unemployment insur-
ance claims pouring in during the pandemic. He also said that lawmakers worked with Honolulu hospitals 
to set up two COVID-19 mass vaccination clinics.

There’s also the Thirty Meter Telescope project. The prolonged standoff over its construction on the 
summit of Mauna Kea, a place many Native Hawaiians consider sacred, deepened community divide.

The House later created a working group that developed recommendations for a new approach to man-
aging Mauna Kea, leading to legislation that Ige signed.

The governor said that he regularly evaluated his response to emergencies and tried to adjust.
“It’s always about being focused on priorities to help you make decisions, and then doing what’s best 

for the community,” he said. “I’ve tried to make sure that we maintain that focus.”
Kauai Mayor Derek Kawakami said that he admired Ige’s ability to handle difficult situations and criticism 

with grace. He said he aspired to be that kind of leader.
“I’ve just seen a person that was willing to stand in the middle of a storm, wake up every single day and 

give it his all,” Kawakami said.
Several people who worked closely with Ige said that they never saw him lose his temper or lash out 

at colleagues, even in stressful situations. Observers from near and far said that they never heard him 
speak ill of anyone.

Ige didn’t deflect responsibility in 2018 when the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency, or HIEMA, 
terrified residents by accidentally sending an alert across airwaves and cell phones saying that a ballistic 
missile was heading to the islands.

Caldwell said that a more typical politician would have found someone to blame, fired them and swiftly 
stepped away from the issue.

“Instead he stood up immediately and apologized for the mistakes made by HIEMA, and continued to 
apologize throughout the rest of the day and throughout the rest of the week,” Caldwell said.

After an internal investigation, the employee who sent the alert was fired . Ige wouldn’t be pressured 
by the public or the media into rushing a decision, Caldwell said.

“He’s the most non-politician politician that I’ve come across in my time as mayor,” Caldwell said.
Once out of office, Ige hopes to exercise more, boosting his once-weekly runs to three to four times a 

week.
He plans to take some software development classes and looks forward to visiting his children living in 

California and Washington state.
He’s not interested in serving in Congress and doesn’t plan to run for another elected office. He said 
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that he enjoyed his time as governor.

“I worked very hard to do the right thing in the right way on behalf of the community,” he said.

Asian faiths try to save swastika symbol corrupted by Hitler
By DEEPA BHARATH Associated Press
Sheetal Deo was shocked when she got a letter from her Queens apartment building’s co-op board 

calling her Diwali decoration “offensive” and demanding she take it down.
“My decoration said ‘Happy Diwali’ and had a swastika on it,” said Deo, a physician, who was celebrat-

ing the Hindu festival of lights.
The equilateral cross with its legs bent at right angles is a millennia-old sacred symbol in Hinduism, 

Buddhism and Jainism that represents peace and good fortune, and was also used widely by Indigenous 
people worldwide in a similar vein.

But in the West, this symbol is often equated to Adolf Hitler’s hakenkreuz or the hooked cross – a symbol 
of hate that evokes the trauma of the Holocaust and the horrors of Nazi Germany. White supremacists, 
neo-Nazi groups and vandals have continued to use Hitler’s symbol to stoke fear and hate.

Over the past decade, as the Asian diaspora has grown in North America, the call to reclaim the swas-
tika as a sacred symbol has become louder. These minority faith communities are being joined by Native 
American elders whose ancestors have long used the symbol as part of healing rituals.

Deo believes she and people of other faiths should not have to sacrifice or apologize for a sacred symbol 
simply because it is often conflated with its tainted version.

“To me, that’s intolerable,” she said.
Yet to others, the idea that the swastika could be redeemed is unthinkable.
Holocaust survivors in particular could be re-traumatized when they see the symbol, said Shelley Rood 

Wernick, managing director of the Jewish Federations of North America’s Center on Holocaust Survivor Care.
“One of the hallmarks of trauma is that it shatters a person’s sense of safety,” said Wernick, whose 

grandparents met at a displaced persons’ camp in Austria after World War II. “The swastika was a rep-
resentation of the concept that stood for the annihilation of an entire people.”

For her grandparents and the elderly survivors she serves, Wernick said, the symbol is the physical 
representation of the horrors they experienced.

“I recognize the swastika as a symbol of hate.”
New York-based Steven Heller, a design historian and author of “Swastika: Symbol Beyond Redemp-

tion?”, said the swastika is “a charged symbol for so many whose loved ones were criminally and brutally 
murdered.” Heller’s great-grandfather perished during the Holocaust.

“A rose by any other name is a rose,” he said. “In the end it’s how a symbol affects you visually and 
emotionally. For many, it creates a visceral impact and that’s a fact.”

___
The symbol itself dates back to prehistoric times. The word “swastika” has Sanskrit roots and means 

“the mark of well being.” It has been used in prayers of the Rig Veda, the oldest of Hindu scriptures. In 
Buddhism, the symbol is known as “manji” and signifies the Buddha’s footsteps. It is used to mark the 
location of Buddhist temples. In China it’s called Wàn, and denotes the universe or the manifestation and 
creativity of God. The swastika is carved into the Jains’ emblem representing the four types of birth an 
embodied soul might attain until it is eventually liberated from the cycle of birth and death. In the Zoro-
astrian faith, it represents the four elements – water, fire, air and earth.

In India, the ubiquitous symbol can be seen on thresholds, drawn with vermillion and turmeric, and 
displayed on shop doors, vehicles, food packaging and at festivals or special occasions. Elsewhere, it has 
been found in the Roman catacombs, ruins in Greece and Iran, and in Ethiopian and Spanish churches.

The swastika also was a Native American symbol used by many southwestern tribes, particularly the 
Navajo and Hopi. To the Navajo, it represented a whirling log, a sacred image used in healing rituals and 
sand paintings. Swastika motifs can be found in items carbon-dated to 15,000 years ago on display at the 
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National Museum of the History of Ukraine as well as on artifacts recovered from the ruins of the ancient 
Indus Valley civilizations that flourished between 2600 and 1900 BC.

The symbol was revived during the 19th century excavations in the ancient city of Troy by German 
archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann, who connected it to a shared Aryan culture across Europe and Asia. 
Historians believe it is this notion that made the symbol appealing to nationalist groups in Germany includ-
ing the Nazi Party, which adopted it in 1920.

In North America, in the early 20th century, swastikas made their way into ceramic tiles, architectural 
features, military insignia, team logos, government buildings and marketing campaigns. Coca-Cola issued 
a swastika pendant. Carlsberg beer bottles came etched with swastikas. The Boy Scouts handed out 
badges with the symbol until 1940.

___
The Rev. T.K. Nakagaki said he was shocked when he first heard the swastika referred to as a “universal 

symbol of evil” at an interfaith conference. The New York-based Buddhist priest, who was ordained in 
the 750-year-old Jodoshinshu tradition of Japanese Buddhism, says when he hears the word “swastika” 
or “manji,” he thinks of a Buddhist temple because that is what it represents in Japan where he grew up.

“You cannot call it a symbol of evil or (deny) other facts that have existed for hundreds of years, just 
because of Hitler,” he said.

In his 2018 book titled “The Buddhist Swastika and Hitler’s Cross: Rescuing a Symbol of Peace from the 
Forces of Hate,” Nakagaki posits that Hitler referred to the symbol as the hooked cross or hakenkreuz. 
Nakagaki’s research also shows the symbol was called the hakenkreuz in U.S. newspapers until the early 
1930s, when the word swastika replaced it.

Nakagaki believes more dialogue is needed even though it will be uncomfortable.
“This is peace work, too,” he said.
___
The Coalition of Hindus of North America is one of several faith groups leading the effort to differentiate 

the swastika from the hakenkreuz. They supported a new California law that criminalizes the public display 
of the hakenkreuz — making an exception for the sacred swastika.

Pushpita Prasad, a spokesperson for the Hindu group, called it a victory, but said the legislation unfor-
tunately labels both Hitler’s symbol and the sacred one as swastikas.

This is “not just an esoteric battle,” Prasad said, but an issue with real-life consequences for immigrant 
communities, whose members have resorted to self-censoring.

Vikas Jain, a Cleveland physician, said he and his wife hid images containing the symbol when their 
children’s friends visited because “they wouldn’t know the difference.” Jain says he stands in solidarity 
with the Jewish community, but is sad that he cannot freely practice his Jain faith “because of this lack 
of understanding.”

He noted that the global Jain emblem has a swastika in it, but the U.S. Jain community deliberately re-
moved it from its seal. Jain wishes people would differentiate between their symbol of peace and Hitler’s 
swastika just as they do with the hateful burning cross symbol and Christianity’s sacred crucifix.

___
Before World War II, the name “Swastika” was so popular in North America it was used to mark numerous 

locations. Swastika Park, a housing subdivision in Miami, was created in 1917, and still has that name. In 
2020, the hamlet of Swastika, nestled in the Adirondack Mountains in upstate New York, decided to keep 
its name after town councilors determined that it predated WWII and referred to the prosperity symbol.

Swastika Acres, the name of a Denver housing subdivision, can be traced to the Denver Swastika Land 
Company. It was founded in 1908, and changed its name to Old Cherry Hills in 2019 after a unanimous 
city council vote. In September, the town council in Puslinch, Ontario, voted to change the name of the 
street Swastika Trail to Holly Trail.

Next month, the Oregon Geographic Names Board, which supervises the naming of geographic features 
within the state, is set to vote to rename Swastika Mountain, a 4,197-foot butte in the Umpqua National 
Forest. Kerry Tymchuk, executive director of the Oregon Historical Society, said although its name can only 
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be found on a map, it made news in January when two stranded hikers were rescued from the mountain.

“A Eugene resident saw that news report and asked why on earth was this mountain called that in this 
day and age,” said Tymchuk. He said the mountain got its name in the 1900s from a neighboring ranch 
whose owner branded his cattle with the swastika.

Tymchuk said the names board is set to rename Mount Swastika as Mount Halo after Chief Halito, who 
led the Yoncalla Kalapuya tribe in the 1800s.

“Most people we’ve heard from associate it with Nazism,” Tymchuk said.
___
For the Navajo people, the symbol, shaped like a swirl, represents the universe and life, said Patricia 

Anne Davis, an elder of the Choctaw and Dineh nations.
“It was a spiritual, esoteric symbol that was woven into the Navajo rugs, until Hitler took something good 

and beautiful and made it twisted,” she said.
In the early 20th century, traders encouraged Native artists to use it on their crafts; it appeared often 

on silver work, textiles and pottery. But after it became a Nazi symbol, representatives from the Hopi, 
Navajo, Apache and Tohono O’odham tribes signed a proclamation in 1940 banning its use.

Davis views the original symbol that was used by many Indigenous people as one of peace, healing and 
goodness.

“I understand the wounds and trauma that Jewish people experience when they see that symbol,” she 
said. “All I can do is affirm its true meaning — the one that never changed across cultures, languages and 
history. It’s time to restore the authentic meaning of that symbol.”

___
Like Nakagaki, Jeff Kelman, a New Hampshire-based Holocaust historian, believes the hakenkreuz and 

swastika were distinct. Kelman who takes this message to Jewish communities, is optimistic about the 
symbol’s redemption because he sees his message resonating with many in his community, including 
Holocaust survivors.

“When they learn an Indian girl could be named Swastika and she could be harassed in school, they 
understand how they should see these as two separate symbols,” he said. “No one in the Jewish com-
munity wants to see Hitler’s legacy continue to harm people.”

Greta Elbogen, an 85-year-old Holocaust survivor whose grandmother and cousins were killed at Aus-
chwitz, says she was surprised to learn about the symbol’s sacred past. Elbogen was born in 1938 when 
the Nazis forcibly annexed Austria. She went into hiding with relatives in Hungary, immigrated to the U.S. 
in 1956 and became a social worker.

This new knowledge about the swastika, Elbogen said, feels liberating; she no longer fears a symbol 
that was used to terrorize.

“Hearing that the swastika is beautiful and sacred to so many people is a blessing,” she said. “It’s time 
to let go of the past and look to the future.”

___
For many, the swastika evokes a visceral reaction unlike any other, said Mark Pitcavage, senior research 

fellow at the Anti-Defamation League’s Center on Extremism who for the past 22 years has maintained 
the group’s hate symbols database.

“The only symbol that would even come close to the swastika is the symbol of a hooded Klansman,” 
he said.

The ADL explains the sanctity of the swastika in many faiths and cultures, and there are other lesser-
known religious symbols that must be similarly contextualized, Pitcavage said. One is the Celtic cross – a 
traditional Christian symbol used for religious purposes and to symbolize Irish pride – which is used by a 
number of white supremacist and neo-Nazi groups.

Similarly, Thor’s hammer is an important symbol for those who follow neo-Norse religions such as Asatru. 
But white supremacists have adopted it as well, often creating racist versions of the hammer by incorpo-
rating hate symbols such as Hitler’s hakenkreuz.

“In the case of the swastika, Hitler polluted a symbol that was used innocuously in a variety of contexts,” 
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Pitcavage said. “Because that meaning has become so entrenched in the West, while I believe it is possible 
to create some awareness, I don’t think that its association with the Nazis can be completely eliminated.”

Today in History: November 28, deadly Cocoanut Grove fire
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Monday, Nov. 28, the 332nd day of 2022. There are 33 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Nov. 28, 1942, fire engulfed the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in Boston, killing 492 people in the deadliest 

nightclub blaze ever. (The cause of the rapidly spreading fire, which began in the basement, is in dispute; 
one theory is that a busboy accidentally ignited an artificial palm tree while using a lighted match to fix 
a light bulb.)

On this date:
In 1520, Portuguese navigator Ferdinand Magellan reached the Pacific Ocean after passing through the 

South American strait that now bears his name.
In 1919, American-born Lady Astor was elected the first female member of the British Parliament.
In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet leader Josef 

Stalin began conferring in Tehran during World War II.
In 1961, Ernie Davis of Syracuse University became the first African-American to be named winner of 

the Heisman Trophy.
In 1964, the United States launched the space probe Mariner 4 on a course toward Mars, which it flew 

past in July 1965, sending back pictures of the red planet.
In 1979, an Air New Zealand DC-10 en route to the South Pole crashed into a mountain in Antarctica, 

killing all 257 people aboard.
In 1990, Margaret Thatcher resigned as British prime minister during an audience with Queen Elizabeth 

II, who then conferred the premiership on John Major.
In 1994, serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer was slain in a Wisconsin prison by a fellow inmate. Sixties war pro-

tester Jerry Rubin died in Los Angeles, two weeks after being hit by a car; he was 56.
In 2001, Enron Corp., once the world’s largest energy trader, collapsed after would-be rescuer Dynegy 

Inc. backed out of an $8.4 billion takeover deal. (Enron filed for bankruptcy protection four days later.)
In 2016, the first commercial flight from the United States to Havana in more than 50 years arrived in 

Cuba as the island began week-long memorial services for Fidel Castro.
In 2018, Democrats overwhelmingly nominated Nancy Pelosi to become House speaker when Democrats 

took control of the House in January.
In 2020, Pennsylvania’s highest court threw out a lower court’s order preventing the state from certifying 

dozens of contests on its Nov. 3 election ballot; it was the latest lawsuit filed by Republicans attempting to 
undo President-elect Joe Biden’s victory in the battleground state. Sarah Fuller became the first woman 
to participate in a Power Five conference football game when she kicked off for Vanderbilt to start the 
second half at Missouri.

Ten years ago: New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie said his state would need nearly $37 billion to recover and 
rebuild from Superstorm Sandy and that the state would seek federal aid to cover most of the expenses.

Five years ago: A Libyan militant was convicted in federal court in Washington of terrorism charges stem-
ming from the 2012 Benghazi attacks that killed the U.S. ambassador and three other Americans, but the 
jury found Ahmed Abu Khattala not guilty of murder. (Khattala was sentenced the following June to 22 
years in prison.) Jay-Z led the 2018 Grammy Award nominations as the top four categories were heavily 
dominated by rap and R&B artists.

One year ago: The Netherlands confirmed 13 cases of the new omicron variant of the coronavirus, while 
Australia and Canada each found two. Israel barred entry to all foreign nationals as countries around the 
world scrambled to slow the spread of the new variant. Lee Elder, who broke down racial barriers as the 
first Black golfer to play in the Masters, died in Escondido, California; he was 87. Carrie Meek, one of the 
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first Black Floridians elected to Congress since Reconstruction, died at her Miami home at 95. Virgil Abloh, 
a leading designer whose groundbreaking fusions of streetwear and high couture made him one of the 
most celebrated tastemakers in fashion and beyond, died of cancer at 41.

Today’s Birthdays: Recording executive Berry Gordy Jr. is 93. Former Democratic Sen. Gary Hart of 
Colorado is 86. Former U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross is 85. Singer-songwriter Bruce Channel is 
82. Singer Randy Newman is 79. CBS News correspondent Susan Spencer is 76. Movie director Joe Dante 
is 75. Former “Late Show” orchestra leader Paul Shaffer is 73. Actor Ed Harris is 72. Former NASA astro-
naut Barbara Morgan is 71. Actor S. Epatha (eh-PAY’-thah) Merkerson is 70. Former Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff is 69. Country singer Kristine Arnold (Sweethearts of the Rodeo) is 66. Actor 
Judd Nelson is 63. Movie director Alfonso Cuaron (kwahr-OHN’) is 61. Rock musician Matt Cameron is 60. 
Actor Jane Sibbett is 60. Comedian Jon Stewart is 60. Actor Garcelle Beauvais (gar-SEHL’ boh-VAY’) is 56. 
Actor/comedian Stephnie (cq) Weir is 55. R&B singer Dawn Robinson is 54. Actor Gina Tognoni is 49. Hip-
hop musician apl.de.ap (Black Eyed Peas) is 48. Actor Malcolm Goodwin is 47. Actor Ryan Kwanten is 46. 
Actor Aimee Garcia is 44. Rapper Chamillionaire is 43. Actor Daniel Henney is 43. Rock musician Rostam 
Batmanglij (baht-man-GLEESH’) is 39. Rock singer-keyboardist Tyler Glenn (Neon Trees) is 39. Actor Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead is 38. R&B singer Trey Songz is 38. NHL goalie Marc-Andre Fleury (marhk-ahn-dray 
FLOOR’-ee) is 38. Actor Scarlett Pomers is 34. Actor-rapper Bryshere Gray is 29.


