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Tuesday, Nov. 1

School Breakfast: Egg Omelets.

School Lunch: Lasagna hot dist, corn.

Senior Menu: BBQ beef sandwich, potato salad,
carrots and peas, fresh fruit.

8:30 a.m.: NCRC Test for seniors

7:30 p.m.: Region 1A Volleyball at Roncalli: Groton
Area vs. Webster Area

1 p.m.: St. John’s Ladiws Aid LWML

10:00am Bible Study - Adam Hamilton Videos on
UMC Split

3:00pm Common Cents Community Thrift Store
Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton Community Center

Wednesday, Nov. 2

School Breakfast: Hash brown pizza.

School Lunch: Nacho chips and cheese

Senior Menu: Turkey and dressing, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, broccoli, apple sauce, pumpkin bar
with topping, whole wheat bread.

St. John's Lutheran: Bible Study, 2:45 p.m., Con-
firmation, 3:45 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Sarah Circle, 5 p.m.; Confir-
mation, 6 p.m.

Groton CM&A: Kids’ Club, Youth Group and Adult
Bible Study begins at 7 pm

9:30am UMC: Community Coffee Hour

4:00pm UMC: Confirmation

7:00pm UMYF Bible Study

\Chicken Soup

Robert Louis
Stevenson

L e Soul.

Thursday, Nov. 3

Region 1A Volleyball

School Breakfast: Oatmeal.

School Lunch: Chicken sandwich, fries.

Senior Menu: Tuna noodle casserole, peas and car-
rots, swedish apple pie square, whole wheat bread.
2 p.m.: Emmanuel Lutheran Nigeria Circle

6:30 p.m.: UMC Bible Study with Ashley

Friday, Nov. 4

School Breakfast: Cereal

School Lunch: Pizza crunchers, green beans.

Senior Menu: Sloppy joe on wheat bun, oven
roasted potatoes, mixed vegetables, fruit sauce.

OPE"= Recycling Trailer in Groton
Groton Daily Independent The recycling trailer is located west of the city

PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445 shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum
Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460 ¢ans. © 2022 Groton Daily Independent
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Sands Family Offering a Matching Gift to Support the Holiday Meal Giveaway

Sioux Falls, South Dakota (11/1/2022) — Feeding South Dakota, the state’s largest hunger-relief organiza-
tion, will provide food for Thanksgiving Meal giveaways across the state for the 12th year in a row.

“Record-high prices have impacted so many families in South Dakota,” CEO Lori Dykstra shared. “*We want
to do everything possible to make sure that these families can make memories around a holiday meal.”

The organization is planning to distribute supplies for 6,000 meals across the state, an increase of 1,000
meals over last year’s giveaway. In Sioux Falls and Rapid City 1,500 meals will be distributed; and Pierre
Area Referral Services (PARS) will distribute 350 turkey breasts to Pierre and Fort Pierre families. The re-
mainder of the meal items have been made available to Feeding South Dakota’s Agency Partners to host
a Thanksgiving Meal giveaway in their community.

Greg and Pam Sands, of Sands Drywall Systems, are providing a dollar-for-dollar matching gift of $25,000
in support of the holiday meals. Pam Sands shared, “"We are grateful to be a small part of Feeding South
Dakota! They are a great organization helping a great number of people.”

With this gift, every $25 donation made to Feeding South Dakota from November 1-24 will provide two
families with turkey and ingredients to prepare a traditional Thanksgiving meal in their own home.

Feeding South Dakota’s drive-through Thanksgiving Meal Giveaways in Sioux Falls and Rapid City will
take place on Saturday, November 19 from 8am until 10am, or until all meals have been distributed. Each
family will receive one meal with a limit of two families served per vehicle. No pre-registration or sign up
is needed.

Sioux Falls: W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds (enter from Madison St.)

Rapid City: Central States Fairgrounds (enter from San Francisco St.)

To receive a turkey breast or gift card from PARS, an application must be submitted by November 4.
Distribution in Pierre will take place on Saturday, November 19 from 9am until noon.

To donate to the match campaign or to find out more information about Feeding South Dakota’s Thanks-
giving Meal Giveaway visit feedingsouthdakota.org or call 605.335.0364.

About Feeding South Dakota

Feeding South Dakota, a member of Feeding America, serves all 66 counties in South Dakota and dis-
tributed 12.9 million pounds of food in its 2022 Fiscal Year. The Feeding South Dakota network of volun-
teers, local and corporate grocers, area farmers, corporations, foundations, and individual donors support
Feeding South Dakota’s 250 agencies, 82 school partners, and 120 mobile food distributions who work
together to fulfill the mission of ending hunger in South Dakota.
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It was trick and treat in down-
town Groton Monday night and the
Methodist Church also had a trunk
and treat event. These photos were
taken by Bruce Babcock.
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Bruce Babcock, Kason Oswald, Katie Kestetson, and Karyn Babcock take a break
from Halloween visitors.
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November’s temperatures are expected to be warmer than average for much of the United States, es-
pecially early in the month, allowing those not yet ready for winter to enjoy some late fall warmth.

Most areas east of the Rockies are forecast to skew warmer than usual during the month, according to
an updated outlook from The Weather Company, an IBM Business, and Atmospheric G2.

The Plains, as well as the Missouri, Mississippi and lower Ohio valleys, are most likely to experience a
warm month.

That doesn’t mean there won't be chilling cold fronts at times, but the month as a whole is expected to
skew much milder than a typical November.

On the other end of the spectrum, most areas west of the Rockies are expected to lean at least a bit
cooler in November. This is most likely in parts of the Pacific Northwest, particularly Washington state.

One big driver of this outlook is a sharp plunge of the jet stream that will carve into the West in the first
week of the month.

This will send temperatures soaring across the Plains, Midwest, South and East in what will feel like a
bout of “second summer,” while much of the West will be relatively cool by November standards.

But late November is more of a question mark.

Some computer models are forecasting blocking high pressure to develop near Greenland later in the
month, a setup meteorologists refer to as the negative phase of North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) or a
“Greenland block.”

If that happens, there’s an increased risk of more persistent cold air plunging into the eastern and central
U.S. later in the month.

This potential Greenland blocking may also hold an intriguing piece to the rest of winter’s forecast.

According to Todd Crawford, director of meteorology at Atmospheric G2, if a sharp NAO signal (negative
or positive) shows up in late November, that same signal may persist through the core winter months of
December through February.

So if this Greenland blocking is strong later in the month, that could portend a winter with more Green-
land blocking and, thus, a colder risk in the East through February.
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Today Tonight Wednesday Wednesday Thursday
Night

Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunmy Mostly Clear Partly Sunny
and Breezy
High: 71 °F Low: 47 °F High: 74 °F Low: 39 °F High: 52 °F

‘ Red Flag Warning

Hazards
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Aberdeen 59

Ortonville

Eagle Gettysburg
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(29

o=Philip =
Murdo

Chamberlain Ritchell
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Near record temperatures today, along with breezy and dry conditions will result in enhanced fire weather
conditions. A Red Flag warning is in effect for this afternoon. Additionally, these conditions will remain
mostly unchanged going into Wednesday with a Red Flag warning also in affect for Wednesday afternoon.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Today'’s Info

High Temp: 67 °F at 4:16 PM
Low Temp: 30 °F at 8:06 AM
Wind: 14 mph at 9:49 AM

Record High: 75 in 1990
Record Low: -3 in 1935
Average High: 50°F
Average Low: 26°F

Precip: : 0.00 Average Precip in Nov.: 0.03
Precip to date in Nov.: 0.00
Day length: 10 hours, 10 minutes é;/:cr%g\e{eI;rreé:(;thgtg:at‘i%.528 >0

Sunset Tonight: 6:21:19 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:12:00 AM

Weather Valid 8am EDT Tue Nowv 01 2022 to S8am EDT Wed Nov 02 2022 I

Qc

Fronts Valid 8am EDT Tue Nov 01 2022
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|:| Mixed Precipitation
I:l Heavy Snow Possible
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lesued 4:34 AM EDT Tue, Nov 01, 2022 : — Q;
DOCMOAANWS/NCEP Weather Prediction Center Jamaica
Prepared by Genz with WPC/SPC/NHC forecasts. SRS T
Leaflet | Powered by B¢ | US55, Mapties b Stamen Design, GC BY 30— Mapdata |
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Today in Weather History

November 1st, 1999: High winds of 30 to 50 mph with gusts to around 55 mph caused some tree and
building damage throughout Big Stone and Traverse counties. On Highway 10 west of Browns Valley, the
high winds blew a semi-tractor trailer full of 12,000 pounds of meat off the road and into a ditch. High
winds from 30 to 50 mph, gusting to near 65 mph, also caused building and tree damage throughout
central, north-central, and northeast South Dakota. In Eureka, the high winds blew down a large part of
the ballpark fence. In Mellette, a 250-foot diameter grain bin under construction also received some dam-
age from the winds.

November 1st, 2000: A rare and unusual tornado event occurred as five tornadoes hit south-central
North Dakota, causing property damage and injuries. The majority of the damage and injuries occurred
in the Bismarck area. Forty-two homes suffered minor to moderate damage. The tornadoes were rated
FO and F1, packing winds up to 90 mph. Another unusual phenomenon, these tornadoes traveled from
east to west due to close proximity to a low-pressure system. Simultaneously, as these tornadoes were
occurring, snow began to fall in the far western area of North Dakota. As a result, winter storm watches
and warnings were posted across northwest and central North Dakota that afternoon. Before this, the
last recorded tornado in the state was October 11th, 1979, in Sargent County in southeast North Dakota.

1755: A magnitude 8.7 earthquake devastated Lisbon, Portugal, on this day, killing as many as 50,000
people. The epicenter was located 120 miles west-southwest of Cape St. Vincent. In addition, many indi-
viduals who sought safety on the Tagus River were killed by an estimated 20-foot tall tsunami that struck
40 minutes after the earthquake.

1848: When Joseph Henry came to the Smithsonian, one of his priorities was to set up a meteorological
program. In 1847, while outlining his plan for the new institution, Henry called for “a system of extended
meteorological observations for solving American storms.” On November 1st, 1848, Joseph Henry and
Navy meteorologist James Espy wrote a letter urging anyone interested in becoming a weather observer
to signify their willingness to do so. By 1849, he had budgeted $1,000 for the Smithsonian meteorological
project and established a network of some 150 volunteer weather observers. A decade later, the project
had more than 600 volunteer observers, including people in Canada, Mexico, Latin America, and the Carib-
bean. Its cost in 1860 was $4,400, or thirty percent of the Smithsonian’s research and publication budget.

1861: A tropical storm raced across Florida, becoming a hurricane off the coast of South Carolina. The
storm-battered a Union fleet of ships attacking the Carolina ports.

1870: United States Army Signal Corps observers at 24 sites around the country simultaneously made
weather reports and transmitted them to Washington, where a national weather map would be drawn.
These simultaneous reports also started the process of sending out weather reports by telegraph to met-
ropolitan newspapers. This would be the beginning of our present-day National Weather Service.

1966 - Santa Anna winds fanned fires, and brought record November heat to parts of coastal California.
November records included 86 degrees at San Francisco, 97 degrees at San Diego, and 101 degrees at the
International airport in Los Angeles. Fires claimed the lives of at least sixteen firefighters. (The Weather
Channel)

1968 - A tornado touched down west of Winslow, AZ, but did little damage in an uninhabited area. (The
Weather Channel)

1987 - Early morning thunderstorms in central Arizona produced hail an inch in diameter at Williams and
Gila Bend, and drenched Payson with 1.86 inches of rain. Hannagan Meadows AZ, meanwhile, was blan-
keted with three inches of snow. Unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the Ohio Valley. Afternoon
highs of 76 degrees at Beckley WV, 77 degrees at Bluefield WV, and 83 degrees at Lexington KY were
records for the month of November. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Low pressure brought gales and locally heavy rain to the northeastern U.S. The rainfall total of
1.46 inches at Newark NJ was a record for the date. New York City was soaked with more than two inches
of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

2014: Up to 6 inches of snow fell in Gilbert, South Carolina.
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Dculy Devotlonals f ’;

THE WONDER OF WORK

Years ago, a “hobo” came to the back porch as my mother sat there “shelling peas.” “Pardon me, Ma'am,
but could you spare a meal to a starving traveler?”

Graciously, but firmly, my mother responded and said she would be happy to provide a meal, but he
would have to do some yard work first. Politely, he declined. He was “too weak” to work before he had
something to eat. He then walked away quietly and went next door.

God intended for man to work. As soon as He created man, He planted a garden in Eden and gave him a
job to do: he was told to cultivate the garden. The Psalmist reminded us of the importance of work when
he wrote, “Man goes out to his work, to his labor until evening.”

Perhaps it is good to remember that in the days of His flesh, our Lord Jesus worked. He must have gone
to His daily tasks with enthusiasm - not because it was easy or financially rewarding. He was using the skills
His Father gave Him to do His will and honor Him through the work of His hands. On one occasion, early
in His life, He said, "I always do the things that please Him.” He did what was necessary yet never sinned.

How comforting it is to know that the Carpenter of Nazareth faced every situation that we face today
or will face tomorrow. This fact assures us that He understands us completely. He faced the same trials
and temptations that we face. However, He never gave in to any temptation or committed any sin so He
could one day become our Savior.

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for living a life that sets the example of how we should live. Please help us live
a life where others can see You in us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Man goes out to his work, to his labor until evening. Psalm 104:23

We all need the encouragement, comfort, and peace that comes through God’s grace. Our daily devotion-
als, known as Seeds of Hope, have been a means through which thousands of people have experienced
this grace. Each devotional comes from God’s Word and we pray this good “seed” finds good sail in your
heart. Our aim is that the Seeds of Hope will be a great source of daily encouragement to you and that
God will use them to draw you near to Him
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2022-23 Community Events
07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/11/2022: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/13/2022: Snow Queen Contest
11/19/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen's Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion's Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)




Groton Datly Independent

Tuesday, Nov. 01, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 117 ~ 12 of 59

The Groton Independent

Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

(1 Black & White................. $48.99/year
A Colored......ccvvvvniieinnnnn. $79.88/year
A Colored......cceevennnnes $42.60/6 months
0 E-Weekly* .......coevvvvnnnnnn. $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name:

Mailing Addres:
City
State, Zip Code

E-mail

Phone Number

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul @grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent

www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access

to the GDI/Video Archives.

0 1 0 \7 (o] oo o [P $15.98
I O \Y (o] 31 1 - $26.63
6 MONthS.....cocvvveriiieireriieeeeen, $31.95
A9 MonthS....cceeveniiiiiiiccnceeeen, $42.60
12 Months.....cccciiiiniiiiiicnennn, $53.25
Name:

Mailing Addres:
City
State, Zip Code

Phone Number

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail

Password

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window:

paypal.me/paperpaul

' PayPal
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News from the AP Associated Press

SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Monday:
Lotto America
04-23-26-48-51, Star Ball: 4, ASB: 2
(four, twenty-three, twenty-six, forty-eight, fifty-one; Star Ball: four; ASB: two)
Estimated jackpot: $29,480,000
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 87,000,000
Powerball
13-19-36-39-59, Powerball: 13, Power Play: 3
(thirteen, nineteen, thirty-six, thirty-nine, fifty-nine; Powerball: thirteen; Power Play: three)
Estimated jackpot: $1,200,000,000

Monday’s Scores
The Associated Press
PREP VOLLEYBALL=
Harrisburg def. Brandon Valley, 25-17, 25-20, 25-19
Class A=
Region 2=
First Round=
Great Plains Lutheran def. Deuel, 25-21, 27-25, 25-18
Region 5=
First Round=
Sanborn Central/Woonsocket def. Chamberlain, 20-25, 25-16, 25-15, 25-18
Class B=
Region 1=
First Round=
Aberdeen Christian def. Waverly-South Shore, 25-16, 25-19, 25-22
Region 2=
First Round=
Iroquois/ Lake Preston Co-op def. Flandreau Indian, 25-6, 25-9, 25-7
Region 4=
First Round=
Irene-Wakonda def. Freeman Academy/Marion, 25-15, 25-16, 22-25, 15-25, 15-12
Region 5=
First Round=
Corsica/Stickney def. Marty Indian, 25-8, 25-8, 25-10
Region 6=
First Round=
Highmore-Harrold def. Sunshine Bible Academy, 25-10, 25-15, 25-16
Quarterfinal=
Faulkton def. Lower Brule, 25-9, 25-7, 25-5
Ipswich def. Lyman, 25-17, 25-16, 25-11
Region 7=
First Round=
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Crazy Horse def. Oelrichs, forfeit

Quarterfinal=

Wall def. Edgemont, 25-19, 21-25, 25-23, 22-25, 15-9
Region 8=

First Round=

Harding County def. Tiospaye Topa, 25-8, 25-15, 25-7

Some high school volleyball scores provided by Scorestream.com, https://scorestream.com/

Strong RSV vaccine data lifts hopes after years of futility

By LAURAN NEERGAARD AP Medical Writer

New research shows vaccinating pregnant women helped protect their newborns from the common but
scary respiratory virus called RSV that fills hospitals with wheezing babies each fall.

The preliminary results buoy hope that after decades of failure and frustration, vaccines against RSV
may finally be getting close.

Pfizer announced Tuesday that a large international study found vaccinating moms-to-be was nearly 82%
effective at preventing severe cases of RSV in their babies’ most vulnerable first 90 days of life. At age 6
months, the vaccine still was proving 69% effective against serious illness — and there were no signs of
safety problems in mothers or babies.

“"Moms are always giving their antibodies to their baby,” said virologist Kena Swanson, Pfizer’s vice
president of viral vaccines. “The vaccine just puts them in that much better position” to form and pass
on RSV-fighting antibodies.

The vaccine quest isn't just to protect infants. RSV is dangerous for older adults, too, and both Pfizer
and rival GSK recently announced that their competing shots also proved protective for seniors.

None of the findings will help this year when an early RSV surge already is crowding children’s hospitals.
But they raise the prospect that one or more vaccines might become available before next fall's RSV season.

“My fingers are crossed,” said Dr. William Schaffner, an infectious disease specialist at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. “We're making inroads.”

Tuesday’s data was reported in a press release and hasn't been vetted by independent experts.

Here's a look at the long quest for RSV vaccines.

WHAT IS RSV?

For most healthy people, RSV, or respiratory syncytial virus, is a cold-like nuisance. But for the very
young, the elderly and people with certain health problems, it can be serious, even life-threatening. The
virus can infect deep in the lungs, causing pneumonia, and in babies it can impede breathing by inflaming
tiny airways.

In the U.S., about 58,000 children younger than 5 are hospitalized for RSV each year and several hun-
dred die. Among adults 65 and older, about 177,000 are hospitalized with RSV and 14,000 die annually.

Worldwide, RSV kills about 100,000 children a year, mostly in poor countries.

WHY IS THERE NO VACCINE?

A tragedy in the 1960s set back the whole field. Using the approach that led to the first polio vaccine,
scientists made an experimental RSV vaccine by growing the virus in a lab and killing it. But testing in
children found not only was the vaccine not protective, youngsters who caught RSV after vaccination fared
worse. Two died.

“For a period of 20 years, even though science was advancing, nobody wanted to go near development
of an RSV vaccine,” Schaffner said.

Even today’s modern RSV vaccine candidates were tested first in older adults, not children, he noted.

WHAT GOT DEVELOPMENT BACK ON TRACK?

Modern vaccines tend to target the outer surface of a virus, what the immune system sees when a germ
invades. For RSV, that target is the so-called F protein that helps the virus latch onto human cells. Again
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there was a hurdle: That protein is a shape-shifter, rearranging its form before and after it “fuses” to cells.

It turns out that the immune system only forms effective RSV-fighting antibodies when it spots what's
called the pre-fusion version of that protein, explained structural biologist Jason McLellan of the University
of Texas at Austin.

In 2013, McLellan and virologist Barney Graham were working at the National Institutes of Health when
they homed in on the correct shape and figured out how to freeze it in that form. That finding opened the
way to today’s development of a variety of experimental RSV vaccine candidates.

(That same discovery was key to the hugely successful COVID-19 vaccines, as the coronavirus also is
cloaked in a shape-shifting surface protein.)

WHAT'S IN THE PIPELINE?

Several companies are creating RSV vaccines but Pfizer and rival GSK are furthest along. Both companies
recently reported final-stage testing in older adults. The competing vaccines are made somewhat differ-
ently but each proved strongly effective, especially against serious disease. Both companies plan to seek
regulatory approval in the U.S. by the end of the year, as well as in other countries.

The older-adult data “looks fantastic,” said McLellan, who has closely followed the vaccine development.
"I think we're on the right track.”

And if vaccinating pregnant women pans out, it could be “a win for two individuals instead of just one,
by offering protection to both mom-to-be and baby, said Dr. Wilbur Chen of the University of Maryland
School of Medicine.

Pfizer's maternal vaccine is the same recipe that it tested successfully in older adults — and it also plans
to seek Food and Drug Administration approval for those vaccinations by year’s end.

The new study included 7,400 pregnant women in 18 countries, including the U.S., and spanned multiple
RSV seasons. Preliminary results reported Tuesday show the vaccine was most effective against severe
disease. For milder iliness, effectiveness was 51% to 57% -- short of the study’s statistical requirements but
a result that Pfizer still called clinically meaningful because it could mean fewer trips to the doctor’s office.

144

Israelis vote again, as political crisis grinds on

By TIA GOLDENBERG Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — For the fifth time since 2019, Israelis were voting in national elections on Tuesday,
hoping to break the political deadlock that has paralyzed the country for the past three and a half years.

Although the cost of living is surging, Israeli-Palestinian tensions are boiling over and Iran remains a
central threat, the foremost issue in the vote once again is former leader Benjamin Netanyahu and his
fitness to serve amid corruption charges. His main rival is the man who helped oust him last year, the
centrist caretaker Prime Minister Yair Lapid.

“These elections are (a choice) between the future and the past. So go out and vote today for our chil-
dren’s future, for our country’s future,” Lapid said after voting in the upscale Tel Aviv neighborhood where
he lives.

Polls have predicted a similar result: stalemate. But a powerful new player is threatening to shake things
up. Itamar Ben-Guvir, a leading far-right politician, has surged in opinion polls recently and will be seeking
a harder line against the Palestinians if he helps propel Netanyahu to victory.

After he cast his vote in the West Bank settlement where he lives, Ben-Gvir promised that a vote for his
party would bring about a “fully right-wing government” with Netanyahu as prime minister.

With former allies and proteges refusing to sit under him while he is on trial, Netanyahu has been unable
to form a viable majority government in the 120-seat Knesset, or parliament.

“I'm a little worried,” Netanyahu said after casting his ballot. "I hope we end the day with a smile.”

Netanyahu's opponents, an ideologically diverse constellation of parties, are equally hamstrung in cob-
bling together the 61 seats needed to rule.

That impasse has mired Israel in an unprecedented political crisis that has eroded Israelis’ faith in their
democracy, its institutions and their political leaders.
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“People are tired of instability, of the fact that the government is not delivering the goods,” said Yohanan
Plesner, a former legislator who now heads the Israel Democracy Institute, a Jerusalem think tank.

Election officials said that in the first three hours of voting Tuesday, turnout stood at 15.9%, which is
about 1% higher than the morning hours of last year’s vote.

Buoyed by his followers’ almost cult-like adoration, Netanyahu, 73, has rejected calls to step down by
his opponents, who say someone on trial for fraud, breach of trust and accepting bribes cannot govern.
Netanyahu denies wrongdoing, but embarrassing details from his ongoing trial repeatedly make front
page news.

In Israel’'s fragmented politics, no single party has ever won a parliamentary majority, and coalition-
building is necessary to govern. Netanyahu’s most likely path to the premiership requires an alliance with
extremist ultra-nationalists and religious ultra-Orthodox parties.

These parties would demand key portfolios in a Netanyahu government, and some have promised to
enact reforms that could make Netanyahu'’s legal woes disappear.

The ultranationalist Religious Zionism party, whose provocative top candidate Ben-Gvir wants to deport
Arab legislators and is a disciple of a racist rabbi who was assassinated in 1990, has promised to support
legislation that would alter the legal code, weaken the judiciary and could help Netanyahu evade a convic-
tion. Ben-Gvir, promising a tougher line against Palestinian attackers, this week announced he would seek
the Cabinet post overseeing the police force.

Critics have sounded the alarm over what they see is a destructive threat to Israel’s democracy.

“If Netanyahu is triumphant,” wrote columnist Sima Kadmon in the Yediot Ahronot daily, “these will be
the final days of the state of Israel as we have known it for 75 years.”

Netanyahu's Likud party has tried to tamp down worries, saying any changes to the legal code won't
apply to Netanyahu'’s case and that the extremist elements of his potential coalition will be reined in.

Netanyahu, currently opposition leader, paints himself as the consummate statesman and only leader
capable of steering the country through its myriad challenges. Polls say the race is too close to predict.

Netanyahu was ousted last year after 12 years in power by the diverse coalition forged by Lapid, Ne-
tanyahu’s main challenger.

The coalition, made up of nationalists who oppose Palestinian statehood, dovish parties that seek a
peace agreement, as well as for the first time in the country’s history, a small Arab Islamist party, united
over their distaste for Netanyahu but collapsed this spring because of infighting.

The centrist Lapid, a former author and broadcaster who became premier as part of a power-sharing
agreement, has portrayed himself as an honest and scandal-free change from the polarizing Netanyahu.

In his short term as caretaker leader, Lapid welcomed President Joe Biden on a successful visit to Israel,
led the country in a brief military operation against Gaza militants and signed a diplomatic agreement with
Lebanon setting a maritime boundary between the enemy nations.

Still, Lapid’s chances to return to leadership are shaky. He is relying on voters from Israel’s Palestinian
minority, who make up one fifth of the population. Their turnout is predicted to reach historic lows, but if
they unexpectedly do come out to vote, that could slash the Netanyahu camp’s numbers.

After the votes are tallied, the parties have nearly three months to form a government. If they can’,
Israel will head to yet another election.

"I hope this time it will be final,” said Avi Shlush, a voter in Tel Aviv. "But it will not be final. We are
heading to another election.”

Ukrainians grapple with power outages as winter approaches
By SAM MEDNICK Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The decorative candles Yaroslav Vedmid bought more than a year ago were never
meant to be lit, but the dried wax that now clings to them attests to how they‘ve been used almost nightly
— a consequence of power cuts across Ukraine.
Seated at the dinner table with his wife in a village on the outskirts of the capital, Kyiv, the two can’t count



Groton Datly Independent

Tuesday, Nov. 01, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 117 ~ 17 of 59

the number of times they’ve eaten in the dark since Russian attacks triggered the blackouts beginning in
early October. Moscow has openly declared its intention to target the country’s energy infrastructure and
drive the nation into the cold.

“"When you're relying on electricity, the worst thing is that you can't plan ... Psychologically it's very
uncomfortable,” said Vedmid, a 44-year-old business owner in Bilohorodka. The cuts are getting longer
— nearly 12 hours of outages a day, he said.

So far, Russia has destroyed about 40% of Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, affecting 16 regions, accord-
ing to the Ukrainian government.

The latest assault came Monday, when a massive barrage of Russian cruise missile and drone strikes
hit Kyiv, Kharkiv and other cities, knocking out water and power supplies in apparent retaliation for what
Moscow alleged was a Ukrainian attack on its Black Sea fleet.

In Kyiv, some 80% of consumers in the city of 3 million were left without water because of damage to a
power facility Monday. By Tuesday, water was fully restored as well as some power. Kyiv region governor,
Oleksiy Kuleba said that 20,000 apartments in the region remained without power.

The unpredictable rolling blackouts are increasing as the government scrambles to stabilize the energy
grid and repair the system ahead of winter. The cuts add another layer of angst and uncertainty to a
population already struggling with the stress of nearly nine months of war.

To try to ease people’s burdens, energy companies are publishing daily schedules of when neighbor-
hoods won't have power. But it's not consistent, especially as strikes intensify. Last week a power station
in the central region was damaged, causing an emergency shutdown and prompting the government to
warn citizens of tougher and longer outages.

“Unfortunately, the destruction and damage are serious,” Kyiv region Gov. Oleksiy Kuleba said in a Tele-
gram post. “It is necessary to prepare for emergency power outages for an indefinite period,” he said.

Across the capital, residents are stocking up on heaters, blankets, warm clothing and power banks to
charge electronics. While most say they’re willing to bear the brunt of the blackouts for the sake of the
war, the frequency and fluidity of the outages are taxing.

Starting Tuesday, the government plans to change the schedule of the Kyiv subway to include longer
wait times to save energy.

On the day that The Associated Press visited Vedmid’s house in October, there was an unscheduled
five-hour power outage and then a scheduled one during dinner.

Every time the power shuts off, the family loses internet service. Because the village also has a weak
phone network, the household is often unable to communicate with others.

Staring at his mobile phone, Vedmid shrugs. Google Maps isn’t working, and he doesn’t know how long
it will take to reach the train station for a planned trip with his wife to the country.

But what concerns him most are the months ahead when temperatures could drop to minus 20 degrees
Celsius (minus 4 degrees Fahrenheit). "My major fears are for (the) cold part of season, for winter, because
right now it influences our comfort but doesn't threaten our lives,” he said.

The family has ordered a generator, which should be installed by December, but demand has spiked
and not everyone can afford to buy one or the fuel to run it. Diesel has doubled in price since the start
of the war, local residents said.

Still, some have found a silver lining to the shutdowns. Vedmid’s wife, Olena, said she reads more books
rather than constantly refreshing the internet to see the latest war developments. It helps her feel less
anxious.

If not for Russia’s incessant shelling and the lack of repair equipment, much of which must be imported,
the damage could be restored within weeks, energy experts said.

“The main danger is repeated missile attacks,” said professor Gennadii Riabtsev, chief researcher on
energy security at the National Institute for Strategic Studies. Residents of cities near the front lines, such
as Mykolaiv, Zaporizhzhia and Kharkiv, will suffer the most from the outages, he said.

DTEK, Ukraine’s main energy company, said it has run out of equipment for repairs. The cost of the
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equipment runs into the hundreds of millions of dollars.

Russia is likely to continue the war into the winter, hoping to weaken Western support for Ukraine and
“freeze Europe into surrender,” according to a report issued this week by the Institute for the Study of
War, a Washington-based think tank.

Residents near the front lines say they are bracing for conditions to get worse.

Mariia Chupinina was dealing with blackouts in Kharkiv even before the rolling outages began in the region
this week. The woman who fosters orphaned children lives on the fifth floor of an apartment building and
takes care of four babies who are less than 12 months old. When there’s no electricity, it's impossible to
heat the apartment, and every time they leave, they have to walk down five flights of stairs in the dark,
she told the AP by phone.

If Chupinina forgets to plan ahead, the babies won't have anything to eat. “If you have not prepared,
you don't have time to fill the Thermos, and there’s no warm water or formula,” she said.

Powerball prize soars to $1.2B after no winners found Monday

By MARGERY A. BECK Associated Press

There were no big treats from the Halloween night Powerball drawing, as none of the tickets sold matched
all six numbers.

The lack of a winner means the next drawing Wednesday night will be for a massive $1.2 billion jackpot.

The winning numbers drawn Monday were: white balls 13, 19, 36, 39, 59 and the red power ball 13.

The increased jackpot will be the 4th-largest in U.S. history. The biggest prize was a $1.586 billion Pow-
erball jackpot won by three ticketholders in 2016.

Massive lottery jackpots have become more common in recent years as lottery officials have adjusted
game rules and ticket prices to pump up the top prizes. The most recent tweak came in August, when
Powerball officials added an additional drawing day — going from two a week to three — to build larger
prizes and boost sales.

Although the advertised top prize Wednesday will be an estimated $1.2 billion, that is for winners who
receive their winnings through an annuity paid over 29 years. Winners almost always opt for cash, which
for Wednesday night’s drawing will be an estimated $596 million.

No one has hit all six numbers since Aug. 3, meaning there have now been 38 consecutive draws with-
out a jackpot winner — a testament to how slim the odds are of winning the jackpot: 1 in 292.2 million.

Powerball is played in 45 states, as well as Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

S. Korea officials admit responsibility in Halloween tragedy

By HYUNG-JIN KIM Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korean officials admitted responsibility and apologized on Tuesday
for failures in preventing and responding to a Halloween crowd surge that killed more than 150 people
and left citizens shocked and angry.

The government is facing growing public scrutiny over whether the crush Saturday night in Seoul’s Itaewon
district, a popular nightlife neighborhood, could have been prevented and who should take responsibility
for the country’s worst disaster in years.

National police chief Yoon Hee Keun said an initial investigation found there were many urgent calls from
citizens notifying authorities about the potential danger of the crowd gathering in Itaewon. He said police
officers who received the calls failed to handle them effectively.

"I feel a heavy responsibility (for the disaster) as the head of one of the related government offices,”
Yoon said in a televised news conference. “Police will do their best to prevent a tragedy like this from
happening again.”

Yoon said police have launched an intense internal probe into the officers’ handling of the emergency
calls and other issues, such as the on-the-spot response to the crowd surge in Itaewon that night.

Separately, South Korea's interior minister, emergency office chief, Seoul mayor and the head of a ward
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office that includes the Itaewon neighborhood all offered public apologies.

Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon apologized deeply and wept and briefly halted his hews conference as he talked
about the parent of a 20-year-old woman who was declared dead earlier in the day.

“When I tried to comfort a person with a daughter hospitalized at the National Medical Center yesterday,
they said their daughter would survive and they believed so,” he said. “"But I heard she passed away this
morning. I am sorry that my apology has come late.”

The disaster — which left at least 156 people dead and 151 others injured — was concentrated in a nar-
row downhill alley in Itaewon. Witnesses described people falling on one another, suffering severe breath-
ing difficulties and falling unconscious. They said rescuers and ambulances failed to reach the crammed
alleys in time because the entire Itaewon area was packed with slow-moving vehicles and partygoers clad
in Halloween costumes.

Most of the dead were in their 20s and 30s, and about two-thirds were women.

During a Cabinet council meeting Tuesday, President Yoon Suk Yeol acknowledged that South Korea
lacks research on crowd management. He called for the use of drones and other high-tech resources to
develop an effective crowd control capability, and said the government will soon meet with experts to
review national safety rules.

The crowd surge is South Korea’s deadliest disaster since a 2014 ferry sinking that killed 304 people and
exposed lax safety rules and regulatory failures. Saturday’s surge has raised public questions about what
South Korea has done since then to prevent human-made disasters.

"My heart is aching a lot as all the victims were like my grandchildren,” 74-year-old Chung Kil-soon said
after paying respects at a mourning station Tuesday. “People say our country is an advanced country, but
I don't think we are truly advanced.”

After the Itaewon disaster, police launched a 475-member task force to find its cause.

Senior police officer Nam Gu-Jun told reporters Monday that officers have obtained videos taken by
about 50 security cameras in the area and were analyzing video clips posted on social media. Nam said
police had also interviewed more than 40 witnesses and survivors so far.

Police said they had sent 137 officers to maintain order during the Halloween festivities on Saturday,
much more than the 34-90 officers mobilized in 2017, 2018 and 2019 before the pandemic. But some ob-
servers questioned whether the 137 officers were enough to handle the estimated 100,00 people gathered
Saturday in Itaewon.

Adding more questions about the role of police was the fact that they sent 7,000 officers to another part
of Seoul earlier Saturday to monitor dueling protests involving tens of thousands of people. Police also
acknowledged that the 137 officers dispatched to Itaewon were primarily assigned to monitor crime, with
a particular focus on narcotics use, not crowd control.

The death toll could rise as officials said that 29 of the injured were in serious condition. The dead in-
cluded 26 foreign nationals from Iran, China, Russia, the United States, Japan and elsewhere.

President Yoon asked officials to provide the same government support to the bereaved families of the
foreign victims as for the South Korean dead and injured people. He also thanked many world leaders for
sending condolence messages.

The Itaewon area, known for its expat-friendly, cosmopolitan atmosphere, is the country’s hottest spot
for Halloween events and parties, with young South Koreans taking part in costume competitions at bars,
clubs and restaurants. Saturday’s gathering was the biggest Halloween celebration in the area since the
pandemic.

Halloween festivities in Itaewon have no official organizers. South Korean police said Monday they don't
have any specific procedures for handling incidents such as crowd surges during an event that has no
organizers.

Biden aims to drive GOP contrast in Florida 1 week out
By ZEKE MILLER AP White House Correspondent
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WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is heading to Florida to underline the contrast between the
Democratic and Republican agendas, blasting the GOP over proposals to undo prescription drug price caps
and change Social Security and Medicare.

Biden’s trip Tuesday will include taxpayer-funded remarks in Hallandale Beach, where the White House
said he would highlight Republicans’ “very different vision” for America. Also on Biden’s schedule are a
fundraiser for Florida gubernatorial candidate Charlie Crist and a rally for the state’s Democratic Party,
including Senate candidate Val Demings.

The visit to Florida, where Democrats are trailing in both the Senate and the gubernatorial races, may
appear counterintuitive just one week before polls close in the midterm elections when so many other
races are tighter. Yet Biden allies say it exemplifies the president’s efforts to go where he can be helpful
— Florida Democrats are hoping Biden can help boost base turnout — but also to drive a message that
vulnerable Democrats can amplify nationwide.

Biden has avoided appearing with some of the Democrats’ most embattled candidates, including Georgia
Sen. Raphael Warnock and Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly, but his aides insist he can be helpful from afar by
talking about GOP policies they believe voters find objectionable. Biden is set to campaign in New Mexico
on Thursday, California on Friday and Pennsylvania on Saturday.

Biden has seized on Florida Sen. Rick Scott’s February proposal to sunset all federal legislation after five
years, which the president says would require Congress to reauthorize Medicare and Social Security, as
emblematic of what he’s termed the “ultra-MAGA” agenda Democrats are running against.

Besides Scott’s plan, the White House said Biden would emphasize other GOP proposals that affect older
Americans, including raising the retirement age and repealing Medicare’s ability to negotiate drug prices
with manufacturers and the $2,000-a-year cap on out-of-pocket drug costs included in Democrats’ August
health care and climate law.

UN nuclear agency starts probe of Russian dirty bomb claim

By ANDREW MELDRUM Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Experts from the United Nations’ nuclear power agency on Tuesday were inspect-
ing two sites where Russia has made unfounded claims that Ukraine is manufacturing “dirty bombs.”

International Atomic Energy Agency Chief Rafael Grossi said in a statement that inspections had begun
at two locations in Ukraine and would soon be completed. The inspections had been requested by Kyiv in
the wake of the Russian allegations.

Top Russian officials including President Vladimir Putin have made unsubstantiated accusations that
Ukraine is preparing to use a so-called dirty bomb, an explosive laced with radioactive materials.

Russia’s U.N. ambassador Vassily Nebenzia alleged in a letter to Security Council members last week that
Ukraine’s nuclear research facility and mining company “received direct orders from (President Volodymyr)
Zelenskyy'’s regime to develop such a dirty bomb.”

Western nations have rejected the unsubstantiated claim out of hand, calling it “transparently false.
Ukrainian authorities dismissed it as an attempt to distract attention from Moscow’s own alleged plans to
detonate a dirty bomb in order to justify its own escalation of hostilities.

The IAEA has said that both sites being investigated “are under IAEA safeguards and have been visited
regularly by IAEA inspectors” whose mission is to detect undeclared nuclear activities, as well as materials
related to the development of dirty bombs.

“The IAEA inspected one of the two locations a month ago and no undeclared nuclear activities or ma-
terials were found there,” the agency said in a statement Monday.

In a separate development, one person was killed and several buildings were destroyed after four Rus-
sian missiles hit the southern city of Mykolaiv around midnight, Mykolaiv Gov. Vitali Kim said on Telegram.

Elsewhere, explosions rocked the city of Poltava in northeastern Ukraine early Tuesday, Poltava Gov.
Dmytro Lunin said on Telegram. Four Russian drones crashed into civilian structures in the city igniting a
fire, Lunin said. Another three drones were shot down. No casualties were reported.

n



Groton Datly Independent

Tuesday, Nov. 01, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 117 ~ 21 of 59

Overnight Russian shelling struck Ukraine’s southeastern city of Nikopol and nearby Marhanets, Dnipro-
petrovsk Gov. Valentyn Reznichenko said. Some 40 shells hit Nikopol, which is located across the Dniper
River from the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, damaging 14 residential buildings, a kindergarten, a
pharmacy, a bank and several shops, the official said.

In Marhanets, damage to a power line and loss of power to a water pumping station temporarily left some
40,000 families without running water and 10,000 families without electricity, according to Reznichenko.
Power and water were restored by morning.

Ukraine was still grappling Tuesday with the consequences of Mondays’ massive barrage of Russian
strikes which disrupted power and water supplies in multiple Ukrainian cities and villages.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said authorities have restored electricity and running water in Kyiv's residential
buildings, but that rolling power outages would continue in the Ukrainian capital because of significant
power shortages.

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, subway service was suspended again on Tuesday, according
to the subway’s Telegram page. No reason for the suspension was given.

In the occupied Kherson region, Russian-installed authorities sought to evacuate up to 70,000 more
people living within 15 kilometers (9 miles) of the Dnieper River in anticipation of a Ukrainian counterof-
fensive pushing deeper into the region. The effort was already underway on Tuesday morning, according
to the Kremlin-appointed governor of the region Vladimir Saldo.

In Russia, the regular fall draft got underway Tuesday with a total of 120,000 men expected to be con-
scripted within the next two months. Russian military officials have assured that conscripts will not be
sent to fight in Ukraine, including to the annexed regions.

But the U.S.-based Institute for the Study of War said in its most recent report that the Russian Defense
Ministry “is attempting to deceive the Russian population” into believing that autumn conscripts will not
be sent to fight in Ukraine, likely to prevent draft dodging.

Russia’s illegal annexation of four occupied Ukrainian regions “means that all of the fighting is taking place
in areas that the Kremlin claims as Russian territory,” the report said, so “conscripts will almost certainly
be deployed to Ukraine after their training is complete around March or April 2023, and could be deployed
sooner in response to changes on the battlefield.”

This year’s fall draft was scheduled to start in October, but was delayed by one month because of the
partial mobilization of 300,000 men, which was declared completed on Monday. Kremlin critics have warned
that the call-up could resume after the fall draft is over and military enlistment offices are freed up from
processing conscripts.

Seoul’s Halloween victims primarily women, young people

By JUWON PARK and DAVID RISING Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — The narrow street in Seoul’s popular Itaewon neighborhood was already
packed with people celebrating Halloween as high school student Eunseo Kim and her friend pushed
themselves into the crowd. Lines of people waiting for their faces to be painted or to get into restaurants
slowed the flow of revelers walking through the party zone in South Korea’s capital.

As the 17-year-old slowly worked her way up the narrow alley on a hill, the crowd became increasingly
compressed.

“Women were repeatedly saying ‘please don't push,” as men were saying ‘push, push,” she recalled. She
began struggling to breathe as her chest was crushed.

Then she lost her balance and fell.

On the ground, Kim felt like she had become invisible to the crowd. People stepped on her ankle, wrist
and calf, and she remembers thinking she was going to die.

Incredibly, she survived, but at least 156 others were killed in the crush Saturday night, 101 of them
women, primarily in their teens or 20s, according to figures released Tuesday by the Interior and Safety
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Ministry.

Because they are often shorter and less physically strong than men, experts say women are particularly
vulnerable during “crowd turbulence” situations similar to what unfolded in the Itaewon alleys on Saturday,
when the density of a crowd hits a tipping point and leads to a deadly crush.

“Five to 10 centimeters in height makes a big difference when it comes to chest pressure,” said Choi
Sukjae, an emergency medicine specialist and public relations director of the Korean Emergency Medical
Association.

At about 172 centimeters (5’ 8”), Kim is taller than many other women in South Korea but still vividly
recalls having the breath crushed out of her as people stuck their elbows out protectively and pushed
into her chest.

“People were pressing me from both ways; my chest was compressed,” she said.

A dramatic video shot in an alley around the corner from where Kim was shows a handful of men manag-
ing to wind away from the suffocating crush. One man pulled himself up and out of the crowd by scaling
the face of a building, then climbed across its illuminated sign and dropped back to a less packed part of
the street, out of danger’s way.

More than 100,000 people are thought to have been in the Itaewon streets on Saturday. Hwang Minku,
a video forensic expert, said it is difficult to discern the makeup of the crowd from the aerial images of
the scene.

Complicating the situation further, many wore costumes that made it hard or impossible to determine
their sex or approximate age, though Halloween celebrations in South Korea tend to draw younger crowds.

What is known is that of the 156 people killed, 12 were teenagers and 104 were in their 20s, according
to the Interior and Safety Ministry. Thirty-one others were in their 30s, eight in their 40s, and one was in
their 50s. Fifty-five were male and 101 female.

Of 151 additional people who were injured, 29 remain in critical condition.

Dirk Helbing, a professor of computational social science at ETH Zurich university who studies crowd
dynamics, said the numbers of women and young people killed were “shocking” and needed to be further
investigated before drawing final conclusions.

“I do not recall having seen any numbers in the past that (broke down) victims by gender or age,” he
said. “The disaster shows that we are all vulnerable, perhaps to different degrees.”

Helbing has extensively studied Germany’s 2010 Love Parade disaster, in which 21 people died as they
tried to exit through a bottleneck in a “crowd turbulence” situation he said had “striking similarities” to
the tragedy in Seoul.

Crowd turbulence occurs when the group’s density is so high that movement becomes fluid, with people
pushing into one another involuntarily and transferring force between their bodies.

“These erratic forces cause a turbulent pattern of motion of the crowd ... (and) someone might stumble,
thereby creating a hole in the crowd,” Helbing said in an email.

When that happens, people nearby no longer have the counterforce of the person in front of them and
fall themselves, creating a domino effect as more and more people fall on top of each other, he said.

"It does not require any relentless behavior of other people or a readiness to hurt people,” he said.

‘In fact, in many cases of critical crowd conditions, many people are trying to help each other, but the
situation may be desperate, and not even police or first aid units may be able to prevent the disaster from
happening once crowd turbulence occurs.”

Ken Fallas, a Costa Rican architect who has worked in Seoul for the past eight years, was about 30
meters (yards) from the alley that was the center of the crush at its peak. He remembers a feeling of
helplessness as it unfolded.

"It is not something that you can control,” Fallas said. “"Most people will think, like, no, if I will be in that
situation I will just push back — there’s no way to push back — we're talking about probably 300 people
behind you and the pressure of 300 people ... to push back is impossible.”

Deeper into the alley where Fallas was trapped, Kim said that after she fell, her friend desperately tried
to grab her but then disappeared into the crowd.
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I kept hearing people saying ‘push, push’ from the back, and people fell,” she said. "My friend tried to
grab me and got swept away. It was as if a tsunami had swept them away.”

But she was one of the lucky ones, managing to get back to her feet with the help of a man in a police
costume, and found her friend by a roadside club’s stairway.

A club employee pulled her and others inside and helped them escape through the back door to safety.

Even having been that close to where most people were killed, Kim didn't realize anyone had been seri-
ously injured until she saw a row of ambulances as she exited the club.

"I saw people on stretchers getting carried out and heard screaming,” she said. “But some people still
thought the ambulances were part of the Halloween setup.”

Days later, she said her heart still races when she hears ambulance sirens, and she feels claustrophobic
even in a group of people in her school cafeteria.

“Friends at school talk about the Itaewon tragedy, and it's very difficult for me to listen,” she said.

After tragic crush, lost shoes await owners at Seoul gym

By KIM TONG-HYUNG Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Days after more than 150 Halloween revelers died in South Korea’s deadliest
crowd surge, a quiet but wrenching reminder of the disaster remained Tuesday: Hundreds of abandoned
shoes have been laid out in neat rows in a badminton court in the capital Seoul.

Police have assembled the crumpled tennis shoes, loafers and Chuck Taylors — part of 1.5 tons of per-
sonal objects left by victims and survivors of the tragedy — in hopes that the owners, or their friends and
family, will retrieve them.

The deadly crush in the nearby nightlife district Itaewon happened after tens of thousands gathered
for Halloween celebrations Saturday evening. Part of the crowd got jammed in a narrow, downhill alley
between a dense row of storefronts and the district’s landmark Hamilton Hotel. Partygoers were seen
carrying out the wounded and dead, while dozens of lifeless bodies covered in blankets were laid out in
rows on the nearby pavement.

Most of the victims were women and many of them were missing shoes, which experts say reflects the
force of a crowd surge that stripped footwear from their feet in the crush.

Some 250 pairs of shoes at the gym are part of a huge collection of abandoned items found in Itaewon
following the tragedy. There are also hundreds of pieces of clothing, including coats and movie character
costumes, as well as handbags, smartphones, Bluetooth earpieces and a few passports, including at least
one belonging to a U.S. citizen.

Yongsan police officials, who will keep the gym open for 24 hours until Sunday, didn't immediately confirm
how many of the items have been returned to their owners.

As of Tuesday afternoon, 156 people were confirmed dead and 151 were being treated for injuries, with
29 of them in critical condition. Officials say 26 of the dead were foreign nationals, including five Iranians,
four Chinese, four Russians, two Americans and two Japanese citizens.

India PM to visit site of bridge collapse as families mourn

By SHEIKH SAALIQ and AIJAZ HUSSAIN Associated Press

MORBI, India (AP) — India’s prime minister prepared to visit the site in western India where a newly
repaired 143-year-old suspension bridge collapsed into a river, sending hundreds plunging into the water
and killing at least 135 in one of the country’s worst accidents in years.

Narendra Modi was expected to reach Morbi town in Gujarat state later Tuesday. Security was heightened
as police and paramilitary soldiers blanketed the area ahead of his visit.

Gujarat is Modi's home state and he was already visiting it at the time of the accident. He said he was
“deeply saddened by the tragedy” and his office announced compensation for families of the dead.

Angered and bereaved families mourned the dead as attention turned to why the pedestrian bridge,
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built during British colonialism in the late 1800s and touted by the state’s tourism website as an “artistic
and technological marvel,” collapsed Sunday evening, and who might be responsible. The bridge had
reopened just four days earlier.

Police Inspector-General Ashok Yadav told The Associated Press that no one was missing according to
an official tally, but emergency responders and divers continued to search Tuesday.

“We want to be on the side of caution,” Yadav said.

The officer said at least 196 people were rescued and all 10 of the injured were in stable condition.

At the accident site, at least half a dozen divers searched through the dark water.

“Silt, weeds and mud are hampering our efforts to find missing people,” said Ankit Yadav, a diver.

Gaffar Shah, the caretaker of the main Muslim graveyard in Morbi, said he helped bury 25 bodies after
the disaster.

"I have never seen anything like this in my life,” Shah said as he sat on the graveyard’s pavement. “Entire
families have been wiped out.”

Some families stood near freshly dug graves covered with marigold flowers as they prayed.

A little more than a mile (@about two kilometers) away from the graveyard, at a Hindu crematorium where
over a dozen bodies were brought for their last rites, the atmosphere was somber. A caretaker said they
were “overwhelmed with dead bodies.” He said it was particularly painful to cremate children.

On Monday, police arrested nine people, including managers of the bridge’s operator, Oreva Group, as
they began a probe into the incident.

Guijarat authorities opened a case against Oreva for suspected culpable homicide, attempted culpable
homicide and other violations.

In March, the Morbi town government awarded a 15-year contract to maintain and manage the bridge
to Oreva, a group of companies known mainly for making clocks, mosquito zappers and electric bikes.
The same month, Oreva closed the bridge, which spans a wide section of the Machchu river, for seven
months for repairs.

The bridge has been repaired several times in the past and many of its original parts have been replaced
over the years.

It was reopened Oct. 26, the first day of the Gujarati New Year, which coincides with the Hindu festival
season. The attraction drew hundreds of sightseers.

Sandeepsinh Zala, a Morbi official, told the Indian Express newspaper the company reopened the bridge
without first obtaining a “fitness certificate.” That could not be independently verified, but officials said
they were investigating.

Authorities said the structure collapsed under the weight of hundreds of people. A security video of the
disaster showed it shaking violently and people trying to hold on to its cables and metal fencing before
the aluminum walkway gave out and crashed into the river.

The bridge split in the middle with its walkway hanging down and its cables snapped.

It was unclear how many people were on the bridge when it collapsed. Survivors said it was so densely
packed that people were unable to quickly escape when its cables began to snap.

Modi was the top elected official of Gujarat for 12 years before becoming India’s prime minister in 2014.
A Gujarat state government election is expected in coming months and opposition parties have demanded
a thorough investigation of the accident.

The bridge collapse was Asia’s third major disaster involving large crowds in a month.

On Saturday, a Halloween crowd surge killed more than 150 people attending festivities in Itaewon,
a neighborhood in Seoul, South Korea. On Oct. 1, police in Indonesia fired tear gas at a soccer match,
causing a crush that killed 132 people as spectators tried to flee.

India’s infrastructure has long been marred by safety problems, and Morbi has suffered other major
disasters. In 1979, an upstream dam on the Machchu river burst, sending walls of water into the city and
killing hundreds of people in one of India’s biggest dam failures.

In 2001, thousands of people died in an earthquake in Gujarat. Morbi, 150 kilometers (90 miles) from
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the quake’s epicenter in Bhuj, suffered widespread damage. According to a report in the Times of India
newspaper, the bridge that collapsed Sunday was also severely damaged.

Israeli election hopefuls: A look at the main contenders

By ILAN BEN ZION Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s election on Tuesday, the country’s fifth since 2019, largely pits familiar faces
against one another in a tight race. Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, now the opposition leader,
is hoping to return to power and replace his main rival, interim Prime Minister Yair Lapid. The election is
once again seen as a referendum on Netanyahu'’s fitness to rule while he faces corruption charges. One
new player has burst onto the scene. Far-right politician Itamar Ben-Gvir has been surging in opinion polls
and could be key to lifting Netanyahu to victory.

Here’s a look at the main players:

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU

After more than a year in the opposition, Israel’s longest-serving prime minister seeks a return to power
while on trial on charges of fraud, breach of trust and accepting bribes. His Likud party is projected to
remain the largest in the 120-seat Knesset, and he aims for a majority through support of ultra-Orthodox
and ultra-nationalist allies.

Netanyahu’s campaign has focused on attacking the perceived shortcomings of the government that
ousted him last year, and decrying its inclusion of an Arab party. Election polls project that his Likud
party and its presumed allies are hovering close to the 61-seat parliamentary majority required to form
a governing coalition.

YAIR LAPID

Israel’s caretaker prime minister took office in June after the ruling coalition he cobbled together disin-
tegrated. He has campaigned on his government’s accomplishments in its limited time in office, including
the recent maritime border deal with Lebanon.

Polls predict that Lapid’s Yesh Atid party will be the second-largest party, after Likud. It remains unclear
whether he will once again be able to unite disparate parties and form a coalition instead of Netanyahu.

ITAMAR BEN-GVIR

The co-leader of the Religious Zionism party has a long history of anti-Arab rhetoric — including convic-
tions for incitement and supporting a terrorist group. As a lawyer, he spent much of his career defending
Jewish extremists in court.

His party is ardently pro-settlement in the occupied West Bank, takes an even harsher line toward Pal-
estinians living there and has cast doubt on the loyalty of Israel’s own Palestinian minority. Many of its
leaders are openly homophobic.

Ben-Guvir, heir to the outlawed racist Kach party, has pledged support for Netanyahu — and has hone
so far as to promise to annul the former prime minister’s trial and to be put in charge of the country’s
police force.

Religious Zionism is projected to balloon to the third-largest party in parliament, more than doubling
in size since the last election and giving it a powerful voice in any Netanyahu government. In part it is
buoyed by support from young ultra-Orthodox voters.

BENNY GANTZ

Israel’'s defense minister joined forces with other former Netanyahu allies — including Justice Minister
Gideon Saar — after the break-up of the last government. He has campaigned on the issues of national
security and preventing Netanyahu from returning to power.

A campaign video released Sunday said: “We must stop the shame. We must stop the threat,” referring
to the possibility of Ben-Gvir becoming a Cabinet minister. Gantz’s Machane Mamlachti is projected to win
around 10 seats in parliament, which would likely make it the fourth largest.

Gantz appears to have the most crossover appeal of any of the members of the anti-Netanyahu bloc.
He could become a key player in post-election coalition negotiations.
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Algeria readies for Arab League summit on divisive topics

By JACK JEFFERY Associated Press

CAIRO (AP) — Algeria is hosting the 31st summit of the largest annual Arab conference on Tuesday and
Wednesday as the region battles to find common ground over a series of divisive issues.

The 22-member Arab League last held its summit in 2019, before the outbreak of the coronavirus pan-
demic. In the years since, new challenges have drastically reshaped the region’s agenda, with the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties between Israel and four more Arab League countries, as well as the fallout of
the war in Ukraine.

All those issues are expected to take center stage during Algeria’s debut hosting of the summit.

The event provides an opportunity for Africa’s largest country — by territory — to showcase its leader-
ship in the Arab world. Algeria is a major oil and gas producer and is perceived by European nations as a
key supplier amid the global energy crisis.

Chief among the summit’s discussion points will likely be the food and energy crises aggravated by the
conflict in eastern Europe. The crisis has had devastating consequences for Egypt, Lebanon and Tunisia,
among other Arab countries, struggling to import enough wheat and fuel to satisfy their population.

Also, the past month has seen the worst drought in several decades ravage swaths of Somalia, one of
the Arab League’s newer members, bringing some areas of the country to the brink of famine.

Russia’s reinforcement of its blockade on Ukraine’s Black Sea ports on Sunday threatens to further es-
calate the crisis, with many Arab countries near solely dependent on eastern European wheat exports.

To the annoyance of Ukraine and its Western backers, the war has become a point of unity among Arab
League members, with nearly all adopting a stance of neutrality. Experts say this is likely to continue.

YPolitical and economic involvement in this conflict would be costly for Arab countries,” said Hasni Abidi,
a political scientist who teaches at Switzerland’s Global Studies Institute. “That’s why a new non-alignment
(agreement) could be a realistic approach.”

Other issues are likely to prove more divisive. The series of normalization agreements the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain and Morocco signed with Israel over the past three years have divided the region into
two camps. Sudan has also agreed to establish ties with Israel.

Algeria, among other league members, has remained fiercely opposed to the deals. Two weeks ago it
hosted talks in a bid to end the Palestinian political divide and reconcile the Fatah party, whose Palestin-
ian Authority rules parts of the occupied West Bank, and the militant Hamas group, which has control
of the Gaza Strip. The Algerian government is likely to use the summit to try to reaffirm support for the
Palestinians.

YThe Arab League has lost its place of reference in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,” said Abidi.

Arab leaders will also be closely monitoring the results of Israel’s parliamentary election, which coincides
with the summit. The election comes at a time of heightened tensions in the West Bank, where the Israeli
military conducts nightly arrest raids in searches for Palestinian militants. Dozens of Palestinians have
been killed in recent months, including armed gunmen, stone-throwing teenagers and people uninvolved
in violence.

The meeting also comes as tensions mount between Algeria and Morocco, with Algiers having severed
diplomatic ties with its North African neighbor last year. The persisting feud between the two countries
stems from a dispute over the Western Sahara, a territory annexed by Morocco in 1975. Sahrawis from
the Polisario Front are backed by Algeria and have sought independence for the region for decades.

Morocco’s growing ties with Israel, which include a military and security deal, have further soured rela-
tions over the past two years.

“Morocco cannot follow Algeria in terms of military spending, so a military alliance with Israel is a way
to balance the power with Algeria,” said Michael Ayari, an analyst with the International Crisis Group.

Under pressure from other Arab states, Algeria invited Morocco to the summit. However, several Algerian
officials told The Associated Press that Morocco’s foreign minister Nasser Bourita walked out of a prelimi-
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nary meeting with his Algerian counterpart on Monday. The latter refused to speak about Iran’s alleged
role in supplying the Polisario Front with drones. The Algerian officials spoke on condition of anonymity
as they were not authorized to speak with the media.

The Moroccan Foreign Ministry later denied this, attributing the fallout to an Algerian TV station’s mis-
representation of a map of Morroco. The ministry said it has since received a presidential apology from
the Algerian president. It remains unclear whether Morroco’s King Mohammed VI will attend the summit.

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman formally announced earlier this month that he won't
attend the summit due to “health reasons,” following a phone call with Algerian President Abdelmajid
Tebboune. Other Gulf Arab leaders are expected to attend the summit.

Syria is also absent from this year’s summit, having been expelled from the league in 2011 as punish-
ment for President Bashir Assad’s brutal government crackdown on pro-democracy protests. However,
his government has been seeking to improve its relations with some Arab countries, with Assad making
a rare diplomatic trip to the UAE in March. Over the past year, Algeria has been openly campaigning for
Syria’s reintegration into the league, but several Gulf Arab states have opposed the move.

In preparation for the summit, Algerian authorities spent millions of dollars to embellish the city, repaint-
ing its notorious white facades and deploying the flags of the 22 members of the Arab League near the
city’s Great Mosque. The capital has been placed under high security for several days.

Several Algiers residents told the AP that food shortages had recently disappeared.

“It's because of — or thanks to — the summit,” joked one shop owner known as Mokrane.

Bahrain’s Shiites hope pope raises human rights during visit

By BASSEM MROUE, JON GAMBRELL and MARIAM FAM Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Pope Francis is making the first-ever papal trip to Bahrain this week, sparking calls from
the country’s majority Shiite opposition and human rights activists for the pontiff to raise human rights
concerns in the small island nation.

The island off the coast of Saudi Arabia is ruled by a Sunni monarchy that violently quashed 2011 Arab
Spring protests there with the aid of allies Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

In the years since, Bahrain has imprisoned Shiite activists, deported others, stripped hundreds of their
citizenship, banned the largest Shiite opposition group and closed down its leading independent newspaper.

“There’s a huge elephant in the room in this situation,” said Devin Kenney, Amnesty International’s Bah-
rain researcher. “The watchwords of this visit are coexistence and dialogue and the Bahraini government
suppresses civil and political freedoms, without which coexistence and dialogue cannot be sustained.”

Bahrain maintains it respects human rights and freedom of speech, despite facing repeated criticism by
local and international rights activists, as well as U.N. human rights special rapporteurs.

Francis is making the Nov. 3-6 visit to participate in a government-sponsored conference on East-West
dialogue and to minister to Bahrain’s tiny Catholic community, part of his effort to pursue dialogue with
the Muslim world.

While some Shiite opposition leaders welcome the visit, they hope Francis won't sidestep the issue of
decades of sectarian strife.

“The people of Bahrain live under the influence of sectarian persecution, discrimination, intolerance and
systematic governmental repression,” said Al-Wefaq, a opposition Shiite party outlawed and dismantled
by court order in 2016.

This visit marks Francis’ second trip to a Gulf Arab state and his second to a majority Muslim nation
in as many months, evidence that dialogue with the Muslim world has become a major cornerstone of
his nearly 10-year papacy. He visited the United Arab Emirates in 2019 and traveled to Kazakhstan for a
meeting of religious leaders in September.

In addition to meeting with Muslim leaders in Bahrain, he will also celebrate Mass in the national stadium
for the country’s Catholic community, most of whom are expatriate laborers from the Philippines and India.

Asked if he will raise human rights concerns during the visit, Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni cited
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Francis’ frequent calls for religious liberty and interfaith dialogue.

“The position of the Holy See and the pope concerning religious freedom and liberty is clear and is
known,” Bruni told reporters at the Vatican. He declined to say whether Francis would address the Bahraini
government’s treatment of its Shiite community in any way.

The island kingdom — about the size of New York City and with a population of around 1.5 million — has
also struggled with years of economic problems.

Bahrain, which means “Two Seas” in Arabic, discovered its first oil well in 1931 — the first among its
Gulf Arab neighbors. Today though, it remains tens of billions of dollars in debt and reliant on handouts
from neighbors to keep afloat. Its capital, Manama, has aspired to becoming a financial hub but has been
eclipsed by neighboring Dubai.

Bishop Paul Hinder, the Catholic apostolic administrator of Bahrain and neighboring countries, said com-
petition with other Gulf Arab nations likely drove the Al Khalifa royal family, which has ruled Bahrain since
the late 1700s, to invite Francis to the country.

Hinder said he expected any “problematic” issues about Bahrain’s Shiites would be raised by the pope,
but “behind the curtains” and not necessarily in public remarks.

"I know the style of this part of the world a bit,” Hinder said. “They don't like open criticism.”

Bahraini human rights groups, nearly all in exile amid a yearslong crackdown on dissent, openly criticize
the monarchy.

The Bahraini government practices “tangible religious persecution” and discrimination among Bahrainis,
said Jawad Fairooz, chairman of Bahrain’s Salam for Democracy and Human Rights. The former legislator
who lives in exile in Europe pointed to the arrest and exile of senior religious figures — as well as hundreds
of others detained.

“"We see that the atmosphere in Bahrain is not suitable to host an interfaith gathering,” Fairooz said,
adding that the state follows a “systemic campaign that contradicts these principles.”

Regional politics play a role in Bahrain’s crackdown. Bahrain has accused Iran’s Shiite theocracy — across
the Persian Gulf from Manama — of fomenting dissent and arming militants to destabilize the country,
something Tehran denies. Shiite militant groups have carried out low-level attacks in the country.

Bahrain’s government, in response to a series of questions from The Associated Press, contended the
island “prides itself on its values of tolerance and its long history of peaceful co-existence.”

“Freedom of religion and worship are protected rights under the constitution, and the kingdom has a
zero-tolerance policy towards discrimination, persecution or the promotion of division based on ethnicity,
culture or faith,” the government said.

While overt police crackdowns have faded in recent years, government policies still disproportionally
push Bahrain’s Shiites into satellite villages and downplay their history, said Simon Mabon, a professor who
studies the Middle East at Lancaster University in the United Kingdom. The country’s media also remains
tightly muzzled while critical journalists have had their government-issued press cards revoked.

“It's done so subtly and granularly,” Mabon said. “It’s insidious.”

Nury Turkel, chair of the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, said he would like to see
Francis raise with the Bahraini government some of the issues that may make it “uncomfortable,” such as
concerns over the treatment of the Shiite majority.

“The country, generally, is quite tolerant of its Christian population and the pope’s visit should not over-
shadow this systematic discrimination against the Shiite Muslims,” Turkel said.

Despite lingering concerns, the U.S. commission in its report last year, based on religious freedom condi-
tions in 2020, for the first time in years did not recommend Bahrain be placed on the U.S. Department of
State’s Special Watch List. The change, the report said, reflected “ongoing improvements” in the govern-
ment’s approach toward the Shiite majority in 2020.

House GOP’s possible newcomers include outsiders, extremists
By LISA MASCARO AP Congressional Correspondent
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WASHINGTON (AP) — At least three Republicans running for the U.S. House attended the “Stop the
Steal” rally on Jan. 6, 2021, and made their way toward the U.S. Capitol during the insurrection to stop
Joe Biden’s election.

Countless other House Republican candidates are skeptics and deniers of the 2020 election lost by
Donald Trump.

There are veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, small-business owners and the most geographi-
cally, racially and culturally diverse group of Republicans seeking House seats in the modern era — many
of whom, like Trump in 2016, are political newcomers who have never held elected office.

All told, the House GOP’s Class of 2022 midterm candidates includes a new generation of political outsid-
ers, populists and some extremists who could bring an intensity to Capitol Hill. They would be an untested
and potentially unruly majority if Republicans win the House in the Nov. 8 election.

“Trump inspires all of this,” said John Feehery, a Republican strategist who was the long-serving spokes-
person for former Republican House Speaker Dennis Hastert.

“There’s not a lot of shrinking violets,” Feehery said about the House Republican candidates. “Not a lot
of people trying to be moderates. They're warriors for their beliefs.”

Republicans are increasingly confident they will win control of the House, confronting Democrats on a
widening map. The party in the White House traditionally suffers setbacks in the president’s midterm,
and Democrats are weighed down by Biden'’s lagging approval ratings and voter unease over inflation’s
grip on the economy.

In many ways, Republicans are reassembling the Trump coalition with a well-funded but unusual alliance
of candidates reflecting his supporters: charismatic Trump-styled media stars, "America First” military
veterans, women, minorities and what'’s left of the GOP’s traditional conservatives.

“This is going to be the most diverse class of Republicans — ever — in every sense of the word,” said
Carlos Curbelo, a Republican former congressman from Florida. “What it means for governing is a big
question mark.”

To be sure, some of the House Republican candidates are familiar with elected office or more moderate
conservatives who have come up through the ranks of public service — like the former mayor of Cranston,
Rhode Island, Allan Fung, the son of immigrants who is working to flip a seat opened by a Democratic
retirement.

But the Republican class is likely to be defined by the Trump-styled newcomers.

Retired Navy SEAL Derrick Van Orden traveled to Washington for Jan. 6 — though he insists he didn't
join the mob attack on the Capitol — and is considered a rising star poised to defeat Brad Pfaff for an
open Wisconsin seat long held by Democrats.

Florida’s Cory Mills caught attention with a provocative campaign ad in which the former combat veteran,
who was also in special operations and went on to be a Trump adviser at the Pentagon, boasts about his
company’s riot gear that was used on Black Lives Matter protesters and various liberal groups.

Karoline Leavitt was not her party’s first choice to take on Democratic Rep. Chris Pappas in New Hamp-
shire, but Republican voters made the former Trump White House press aide, who questioned the 2020
election results, their nominee.

“She’s an election denier who believes the last election was stolen from Donald Trump,” Pappas said
during their recent debate.

Leavitt, who recently said during a WMUR event that Biden is, in fact, “the legitimate president,” retorted
that Pappas voted with Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi *100% of the time.”

Unlike the Republican tea party class of 2010 that came to Congress to slash federal budgets or the
2018 Democrats who swept to power on the promise of good governance, the 2022 candidates appear
less unified around a common policy agenda.

Instead, what many of the Republican recruits do share is Trump’s rejection of the establishment and
civic norms, an approach much like that of Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, that is
transforming the party.

Across the country, the GOP candidates reflect Trump’s lasting influence and willingness to bring the
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far-right into the fold — as seen in Washington state after Joe Kent, a former Green Beret and CIA officer
with a harrowing life story, advanced to the November general election over Republican Rep. Jaime Her-
rera Beutler, who voted to impeach Trump over the Jan. 6 attack.

“Kevin McCarthy and MAGA Republicans have worked overtime to nominate extremist candidates across
the country,” said CJ Warnke, the communications director at House Majority PAC, an outside group aligned
with Pelosi. “We look forward to voters rejecting their out-of-touch policies at the ballot box in November.”

House GOP leader Kevin McCarthy, who is poised to become House speaker if Republicans gain control,
has been instrumental in recruiting the new class that could lift him to power.

Learning from the past elections, McCarthy reached deeper for candidates that better reflect the diver-
sity of America, a turnaround from the 2018 election that left about a dozen Republican women and no
Black Republicans in the House.

Among Republican incumbents and other candidates, there are 28 Black nominees, 33 Hispanics, 13
Asian Americans and three Native Americans, according to the National Republican Campaign Committee,
the party’s House campaign arm.

McCarthy has maintained a close if sometimes rocky relationship with the former president. In a speech
this summer in South Carolina, he championed his far-flung recruits, many of whom have been endorsed
by Trump. Since August, McCarthy has visited 34 states in support of Republican candidates and members.

“There’s not one place we are not going to play,” he vowed.

Not all those Republicans are party favorites. In fact, leaders tried to keep some of the more extreme
Republican candidates off the ballot.

More than $11 million was spent during the primary campaigns to prop up favored GOP candidates in
Virginia, Texas, California and other states by the Conservative Leadership Fund, the outside group aligned
with McCarthy.

The leadership fund achieved its preferred outcome in most of those races, though there were setbacks.
In North Carolina, Trump-styled Sandy Smith — she tweeted on Jan. 6, “In DC fighting for Trump! Just
marched from the Monument to the Capitol! — trounced the party favorite.

McCarthy campaigned early with JR Majewski, another Republican nominee who was at the Capitol on
Jan. 6. The party has stuck with the Ohio candidate after The Associated Press reported that he misrep-
resented his military record.

During the primaries, Democrats promoted some of the more far-right candidates, helping elevate Trump-
backed John Gibbs in Michigan, in a controversial counteroffensive strategy designed to push centrist and
independent voters away from Republicans.

But Republicans are digging deep into Democratic strongholds of New England, Florida and notably South
Texas, where three Latina candidates with tough border control positions reflect a dramatic re-sorting of
traditional party allegiances, sounding alarms among Democrats.

“The moment reflects where the party is right now — Republicans are becoming a more broadly tented
party that is making inroads in all types of communities,” said CLF spokesperson Calvin Moore.

“It's a whole cadre of new voices putting forward their vision of what it means to put the country back
on track.”

But recruiting and electing candidates and governing the country are different skill sets.

If Republicans win the House, “they’re going to have to teach these guys the value of regular order and
the value of working together as a team,” Feehery said. "And that’s not going to come naturally.”

Chubb runs for 2 TDs, Browns blast Burrow, Bengals 32-13
By TOM WITHERS AP Sports Writer
CLEVELAND (AP) — For the first time this season, the Cleveland Browns put it all together and played
like a complete team — offense, defense special teams.
Scary, on Halloween.
“It was one of those days where we imposed our will,” quarterback Jacoby Brissett said.
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Nick Chubb r ushed for two touchdowns and Myles Garrett and Cleveland’s defense frustrated Joe Burrow
as the Browns thrashed Cincinnati 32-13 on Monday night, keeping the Bengals star quarterback winless
against them.

Garrett, who came to FirstEnergy Stadium wearing a Halloween costume, led a fired-up defense that
sacked Burrow five times and held the Bengals (4-4) to 229 total yards — 100 in the first half.

“Myles was very good,” Browns coach Kevin Stefanki said with a smile. "He does what No. 95 does. He
was playing dominant out there. He is very difficult for people to block one on one. He gets a ton of at-
tention, and when that happens, others are getting one on ones.”

Burrow has already been to the Super Bowl in just three NFL seasons. However, the Ohio native has yet
to beat Cleveland, dropping to 0-4 in four career starts against Cincinnati’s AFC North rival.

The Browns (3-5) ended a four-game losing streak, and in the process saved their season from slipping
away as they try to stay competitive while awaiting quarterback Deshaun Watson’s return from an 11-
game suspension.

Garrett was pleased with the performance, but as the Browns head into their bye, he stressed it won't
mean anything without another one like it.

“It has to be routine. It has to be the standard,” he said. “We have to make sure that everything we did
leading up to this game is the same the week after this one. We wave what it takes. We have taken our
lumps, but we will show what we have and our dedication to the game and what it takes to get wins in
this league because they don't come easily.

“Right now, to get a win like this, and in a dominant fashion, it is showing the guys how good we can
really be.”

Brissett ran for a TD and passed for another, leading Cleveland to its fifth straight win over Cincinnati.
He completed 17 of 22 for 278 yards and a career-high 133.7 rating while outplaying Burrow.

Chubb scored on runs of 3 and 11 yards, and Brissett added a 3-yard TD run and connected with Amari
Cooper on a 4-yard pass in the second half as the Browns built a 25-0 lead while playing their best all-
around game in 2022.

“The game was 25-0 before you even know it,” Bengals coach Zac Taylor said. "We just didn't come
back. The worst thing to do against the Cleveland Browns is to give them a two, three score lead with
their running game and their pass rush.”

Led by Garrett, Cleveland’s defense, which has struggled for most of the season, put relentless pressure
on Burrow, who was without top receiver Ja’Marr Chase because of a hip injury.

However, even a healthy Chase may not have been enough to help Burrow. He finished 25 of 35 for 232
yards with two TDs and one interception.

“He's one of the elite of the elite in the game,” Burrow said of Garrett, who finished with 1 12 sacks.
“He's always going to make plays like he did tonight.”

Burrow connected on scoring passes in the fourth quarter to Tyler Boyd and Tee Higgins, but those only
helped him pad his stats and took some sting out of the scoreboard.

Garrett set the tone for a scary performance for the Browns by dressing up as Vecna, the sinister alien-
like character from the TV series “Stranger Things.” This was indeed a strange night as the Browns finally
looked like a competent team and recorded a lopsided win after so many close losses.

“We expect him to set the tone for us,” Brissett said of Garrett. "He will come up and tell you that he
fed off of a lot of those other guys. There were not a lot of places for them to throw the ball tonight, and
that was because of the back end but also because of the front end.”

It was Cleveland’s second blowout of Cincinnati in the past two years. The Browns thumped the Bengals
41-6 in their first meeting last year.

“They've had our number the last couple of years,” Burrow said. “They always play well against us, they
have real good players in defense and are really well coached.”

BENGALS BROKEN

Cincinnati did not allow a second-half touchdown in its first seven games before the Browns scored three
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TDs after halftime.

TRADE TALK

With the trade deadline Tuesday, Browns running back Kareem Hunt has been involved in rumors for
weeks. The chatter about his future began when he demanded to be dealt in August after the team failed
to offer him a contract extension.

Hunt ran for 42 yards on 11 carries.

HADEN HONORED

Former Browns cornerback Joe Haden served as the honorary game captain. He signed a one-day con-
tract to officially retire with Cleveland, which drafted him in the first round in 2010. Haden was a two-time
Pro Bowler during seven seasons with the Browns before playing for rival Pittsburgh.

INJURIES:

Bengals: CB Chidobe Awuzie left the stadium on crutches and his right knee immobilized. ... CB Tre
Flowers (hamstring) left in the third.

Browns: RT Jack Conklin went to the locker room late in the first half with an undisclosed injury, but
returned after halftime.

UP NEXT

Bengals: Host the Carolina Panthers on Sunday.

Browns: Bye week before visiting Miami on Nov. 13.

Sentencing hearing set for Parkland school mass murderer

By TERRY SPENCER Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — Florida school shooter Nikolas Cruz's two-day sentencing hearing begins
Tuesday with the families of the 17 people he murdered getting their chance after almost five years to
address him directly about the devastation he brought to their lives.

After they and the 17 people Cruz wounded get their chance to speak, Circuit Judge Elizabeth Scherer
on Wednesday will formally sentence him to life in prison without parole for his Feb. 14, 2018, massacre
at Parkland’s Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. She has no other option as the jury in his recently
concluded penalty trial could not unanimously agree that the 24-year-old former Stoneman Douglas stu-
dent deserved a death sentence.

The families gave highly emotional statements during the trial, but were restricted about what they
could tell jurors: They could only describe their loved ones and the toll the killings had on their lives. The
wounded could only say what happened to them.

They were barred from addressing Cruz directly or saying anything about him — a violation would have
risked a mistrial. And the jurors were told they couldn’t consider the family statements as aggravating
factors as they weighed whether Cruz should die.

Now, the grieving and the scarred can speak directly to Cruz, if they choose.

His attorneys say Cruz is not expected to speak. He apologized in court last year after pleading guilty
to the murders and attempted murders — but families told reporters they found the apology self-serving
and aimed at garnering sympathy.

That plea set the stage for a three-month penalty trial that ended Oct. 13 with the jury voting 9-3 for
a death sentence — jurors said those voting for life believed Cruz is mentally ill and should be spared.
Under Florida law, a death sentence requires unanimity.

Prosecutors had argued that Cruz planned the shooting for seven months before he slipped into a three-
story classroom building, firing 140 shots with an AR-15-style semi-automatic rifle down hallways and into
classrooms. He fatally shot some wounded victims after they fell. Cruz said he chose Valentine’s Day so
it could never again be celebrated at Stoneman Douglas.

Cruz's attorneys never questioned the horror he inflicted, but focused on their belief that his birth
mother’s heavy drinking during pregnancy left him brain damaged and condemned to a life of erratic and
sometimes violent behavior that culminated in the massacre — the deadliest mass shooting to go to trial
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in U.S. history.

Nine other people in the U.S. who fatally shot at least 17 people died during or immediately after their
attacks by suicide or police gunfire. The suspect in the 2019 massacre of 23 at a Walmart in El Paso,
Texas, is awaiting trial.

World Series rainout, Astros-Phils to play Game 3 Tuesday

By DAN GELSTON AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — In the City of Brotherly Love and the undefeated Eagles, Justin Verlander showed
the reverse of the first and playfully gave Phillies fans another kind of bird Monday — with his middle finger
as he stepped off Houston’s team bus.

“Whole interaction was in jest as all the fans around you were just saying hello in their native tongue,
Verlander tweeted several hours later. “So I responded in kind ... all in good fun. I enjoyed the banter.”

One more finger, of course, than you'd need to count the Astros ace’s World Series wins, 0-6 with a
6.07 ERA in eight starts.

Also the number of days Game 3 of the World Series was delayed — postponed by rain with the matchup
tied 1-1, pushing the entire Fall Classic schedule back one day.

“We waited long enough that we can see on the radar what’s coming,” baseball Commissioner Rob
Manfred said. “We had three, actually four different weather people looking at it. Everyone was consistent
about this second wave of rain.”

The rainout moved Game 3 to Tuesday night at Citizens Bank Park, when the weather was supposed to
be all clear and first lady Jill Biden had planned to attend Game 4. There was a smattering of boos at the
ballpark when the washout was announced an hour before the scheduled first pitch on Halloween night.

Game 4 will now be played Wednesday and Game 5 is set for the scheduled travel day on Thursday
night — Game 5 will compete with the NFL game that has, of all teams, the Philadelphia Eagles in Houston
against the Texans.

There will be a travel day on Friday if necessary. That had been the original date of Game 6.

Game 6 has been rescheduled for Saturday and Game 7 would be Sunday. All games will start at 8:03
p.m. ET.

There has not been a World Series day game since 1987, and it appeared there was little discussion
about turning Game 5 on Thursday into a late-afternoon start and keep it away from the NFL as it reigns
as a ratings juggernaut. The Eagles-Texans game will stream exclusively on Amazon Prime Video. The
World Series airs on Fox.

“For the World Series, an important consideration for us is having the biggest audience we can possibly
get, and that's a prime-time audience. That’s the reality,” Manfred said. “We think we have a great product
that fans want to see. And we're going to put the games on when it makes sense to play the games and
hope to get a good audience.”

Houston right-hander Lance McCullers Jr. is set to pitch against Phillies lefty Ranger Suarez in Game 3.
Noah Syndergaard had been scheduled to start for Philadelphia before the rainout.

“It affects both teams. You just have to turn it off, get a good night’s rest and be ready to play tomor-
row,” Astros manager Dusty Baker said. “It's part of the game. You can't control the weather, so you just
deal with it.”

Phillies manager Rob Thomson was fine with the decision by Major League Baseball to postpone the game.

“Everybody would rather play in dry conditions. It's going to be fair for everybody,” he said.

For fans, tickets that were good for Monday night now become valid for Tuesday’s game, when the
calendar rolls over to November.

Game 1 starter Aaron Nola will start for the Phillies in Game 4 against Cristian Javier. Either Syndergaard
or Kyle Gibson will start Game 5 for the Phils. Game 2 starter Zack Wheeler takes the mound for Game 6
on extra rest, setting up Suarez to start a possible Game 7 in Houston.

Thomson felt confident turning to Suarez in Game 7 even though he was roughed up by the Astros for

14
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six runs in three innings on Oct. 4 in his final start of the season.

“Some guys get sped up, get a little excited,” Thomson said. “Some guys, their heartbeat stays the
same, and Ranger is one of those guys.”

Phillies righty Kyle Gibson could start Game 5 if the Phillies turn to Syndergaard in the bullpen in either
of the next two games. Syndergaard went to the outfield after the postponement for some light long
tossing in the rain.

Gibson would be a stretch after he went 10-8 in 31 starts but none since Oct. 1. His only postseason
appearance was 1 1/3 innings of scoreless relief in Game 2 of the NLCS on Oct. 19 against the Padres.
Gibson went 1-3 with a 9.79 ERA over his last six regular-season starts. Thomson said he could get 60-65
pitches out of Gibson.

The Astros and Phillies both worked out on the field Monday before the tarp was put down around 5
p.m. It started to rain about an hour later.

“I'm glad we took some batting practice and played some balls off the wall. That’s their real home-field
advantage,” Baker said.

And once again, rain intruded on the World Series in Philly.

In 2008, the clinching Game 5 actually took three days to play. The Phillies and Tampa Bay were tied
when the game was suspended and, after steady rain the next day, Philadelphia won the World Series a
day after that.

The start of World Series games in Philadelphia in 1993, at Veterans Stadium, and 2009, at Citizens Bank
Park, were delayed by rain. This year, the Phillies clinched the NL Championship Series with a win against
San Diego on a rainy, gusty Sunday.

BBC tries to understand politics by creating fake Americans

By DAVID BAUDER AP Media Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Larry, a 71-year-old retired insurance broker and Donald Trump fan from Alabama,
wouldn't be likely to run into the liberal Emma, a 25-year-old graphic designer from New York City, on
social media — even if they were both real.

Each is a figment of BBC reporter Marianna Spring’s imagination. She created five fake Americans and
opened social media accounts for them, part of an attempt to illustrate how disinformation spreads on
sites like Facebook, Twitter and TikTok despite efforts to stop it, and how that impacts American politics.

That's also left Spring and the BBC vulnerable to charges that the project is ethically suspect in using
false information to uncover false information.

“We're doing it with very good intentions because it's important to understand what is going on,” Spring
said. In the world of disinformation, “the U.S. is the key battleground,” she said.

Spring’s reporting has appeared on BBC's newscasts and website, as well as the weekly podcast “Ameri-
cast,” the British view of news from the United States. She began the project in August with the midterm
election campaign in mind but hopes to keep it going through 2024.

Spring worked with the Pew Research Center in the U.S. to set up five archetypes. Besides the very
conservative Larry and very liberal Emma, there’s Britney, a more populist conservative from Texas; Ga-
briela, a largely apolitical independent from Miami; and Michael, a Black teacher from Milwaukee who's a
moderate Democrat.

With computer-generated photos, she set up accounts on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and
TikTok. The accounts are passive, meaning her “people” don't have friends or make public comments.

Spring, who uses five different phones labeled with each name, tends to the accounts to fill out their
“personalities.” For instance, Emma is a lesbian who follows LGBTQ groups, is an atheist, takes an active
interest in women'’s issues and abortion rights, supports the legalization of marijuana and follows The
New York Times and NPR.

These “traits” are the bait, essentially, to see how the social media companies’ algorithms kick in and
what material is sent their way.
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Through what she followed and liked, Britney was revealed as anti-vax and critical of big business, so
she has been sent into several rabbit holes, Spring said. The account has received material, some with
violent rhetoric, from groups falsely claiming Donald Trump won the 2020 election. She’s also been invited
to join in with people who claim the Mar-a-Lago raid was “proof” Trump won and the state was out to get
him, and groups that support conspiracy theorist Alex Jones.

Despite efforts by social media companies to combat disinformation, Spring said there’s still a consider-
able amount getting through, mostly from a far-right perspective.

Gabriela, the non-aligned Latina mom who's mostly expressed interest in music, fashion and how to
save money while shopping, doesn't follow political groups. But it’s far more likely that Republican-aligned
material will show up in her feed.

“The best thing you can do is understand how this works,” Spring said. “It makes us more aware of how
we're being targeted.”

Most major social media companies prohibit impersonator accounts. Violators can be kicked off for creat-
ing them, although many evade the rules.

Journalists have used several approaches to probe how the tech giants operate. For a story last year,
the Wall Street Journal created more than 100 automated accounts to see how TikTok steered users in
different directions. The nonprofit newsroom the Markup set up a panel of 1,200 people who agreed to
have their web browsers studied for details on how Facebook and YouTube operated.

"My job is to investigate misinformation and I'm setting up fake accounts,” Spring said. “The irony is not
lost on me.”

She’s obviously creative, said Aly Colon, a journalism ethics professor at Washington & Lee University.
But what Spring called ironic disturbs him and other experts who believe there are above-board ways to
report on this issue.

"By creating these false identities, she violates what I believe is a fairly clear ethical standard in journal-
ism,” said Bob Steele, retired ethics expert for the Poynter Institute. “We should not pretend that we are
someone other than ourselves, with very few exceptions.”

Spring said she believes the level of public interest in how these social media companies operate out-
weighs the deception involved.

The BBC experiment can be valuable, but only shows part of how algorithms work, a mystery that largely
evades people outside of the tech companies, said Samuel Woolley, director of the propaganda research
lab in the Center for Media Engagement at the University of Texas.

Algorithms also take cues from comments that people make on social media or in their interactions with
friends — both things that BBC's fake Americans don't do, he said.

“It's like a journalist’s version of a field experiment,” Woolley said. “It's running an experiment on a sys-
tem but it's pretty limited in its rigor.”

From Spring’s perspective, if you want to see how an influence operation works, “you need to be on
the front lines.”

Since launching the five accounts, Spring said she logs on every few days to update each of them and
see what they're being fed.

"I try to make it as realistic as possible,” she said. "I have these five personalities that I have to inhabit
at any given time.”

Police: Pelosi suspect wanted to break speaker’s knees
By LISA MASCARO, STEFANIE DAZIO and TERRY CHEA Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The man accused of attacking House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s husband with a
hammer told police he wanted to hold the Democratic leader hostage and “break her kneecaps” to show
other members of Congress there were “consequences to actions,” authorities said Monday.
In a chilling federal complaint, officials say David DePape, 42, carrying zip ties, tape and a rope in a
backpack, broke into the couple’s San Francisco home early Friday morning, went upstairs where 82-year-
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old Paul Pelosi was sleeping, and demanded to talk to “Nancy.”

“This house and the speaker herself were specifically targets,” San Francisco District Attorney Brooke
Jenkins said at a Monday evening news conference announcing state charges against DePape, including
attempted murder.

“This was politically motivated,” Jenkins said. She implored the public to “watch the words that we say
and to turn down the volume of our political rhetoric.”

Investigators believe DePape had been researching in advance to target Pelosi, Jenkins said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press.

“This was not something that he did at the spur of the moment,” she said.

In a statement late Monday, Speaker Pelosi said her family was “most grateful” for “thousands of mes-
sages conveying concern, prayers and warm wishes.” Her husband underwent surgery for a fractured
skull and other injuries after the attack. She said he was making “steady progress on what will be a long
recovery process.”

The stark narrative laid out by state and federal prosecutors stands in contrast to the mocking jokes
and conspiracy theories circulated by far-right figures and even some leading Republicans just a week
before midterm elections. A record number of security threats are being reported against lawmakers and
election officials.

At a campaign event Monday in Arizona, Kari Lake, the Republican candidate for governor, drew hearty
laughs as she joked about security at the Pelosi home.

In addition to the state charges, DePape was also charged Monday in federal court with influencing,
impeding or retaliating against a federal official by threatening or injuring a family member. He also faces
one count of attempted kidnapping of a United States official because of their official duties.

No attorney has been listed for DePape. He is scheduled to be arraigned Tuesday on the state charges,
and prosecutors will ask for him to be held in jail without bail.

Authorities said DePape smashed a glass door in the back of the home with a hammer, went to the
upstairs bedroom and told a surprised Paul Pelosi to wake up.

When Paul Pelosi told the intruder his wife was not home, DePape said he would wait — even after
being told she would not be home for some days. The assailant then started taking out twist ties to tie
Pelosi up, the complaint says.

DePape told investigators he wanted to talk to Speaker Pelosi and viewed her as the “leader of the pack
of lies told by the Democratic Party,” according to the eight-page complaint.

“If she were to tell DePape the ‘truth,” he would let her go and if she ‘lied,” he was going to break her
kneecaps,” the complaint alleges.

"By breaking Nancy’s kneecaps, she would then have to be wheeled into Congress, which would show
other members of Congress there were consequences to actions,” the complaint says DePape told inves-
tigators.

The federal complaint says DePape said he wanted “to use Nancy to lure” another person, but it provides
no details of such a plan.

After DePape confronted Paul Pelosi in his bedroom, Pelosi tried to make it to an elevator in the home
to reach a phone, but DePape blocked his way, Jenkins said. In a nightshirt, Pelosi then told the assailant
he had to use the restroom, allowing him to get to his cellphone and call 911, according to authorities.

Police were dispatched to the home in the upscale Pacific Heights neighborhood around 2:20 a.m. Friday.
They arrived two minutes later to see the two men struggling over a hammer, and then DePape struck
Pelosi at least once before being tackled by officers, Jenkins said.

She said police body camera footage “shows the attack itself.” Police later found a second hammer, along
with rope, tape and a diary in DePape’s backpack.

In the ambulance to the hospital, Paul Pelosi told police he had never seen DePape before, the complaint
said. And Jenkins said Sunday, “"We have nothing to suggest that these two men knew each other prior
to this incident,” a statement contradicting vulgar unsupported suggestions on social media.

DePape told investigators he didn't leave even though he knew Paul Pelosi had called 911 because “much
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like the American founding fathers with the British, he was fighting against tyranny without the option of
surrender,” the affidavit said.

Speaker Pelosi, who was in Washington, D.C., at the time of the attack, returned swiftly to California.
Unlike presidents, congressional leaders have security protection for themselves, but not their families.

DePape is a Canadian citizen who legally entered the United States in 2000 but has stayed long after
his visa expired, according to a U.S. official who was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and
spoke on condition of anonymity.

Family described DePape as estranged, and he was known by some in San Francisco as a pro-nudity
activist who appeared to embrace a range of conspiracy theories. DePape has lived for the past two years
in a garage at a residence in Richmond, California, the complaint said.

The attack was an unsettling echo of the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, when rioters
trying to overturn Joe Biden’s election defeat of Donald Trump stormed the halls eerily calling “Where’s
Nancy?” Some carried zip ties.

Elon Musk over the weekend tweeted, then deleted, a fringe website’s conspiracy theories to his millions
of followers, as his purchase of Twitter has raised concerns that the social media platform would no longer
seek to limit misinformation and hate speech.

Trump’s son, Donald Trump Jr., was among those making light of the attack on Paul Pelosi, tweeting
crude jokes about it.

With nearly 10,000 threats against members of Congress in the last year, U.S. Capitol Police have ad-
vised lawmakers to take precautions. Chief Tom Manger, who leads the force, has said the threat from
lone-wolf attackers has been growing and the most significant threat the force is facing is the historically
high number of threats against lawmakers, thousands more than just a few years before.

The beating of the speaker’s husband follows other attacks and threats. This summer, a man carrying a
gun, a knife and zip ties was arrested near Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s house in Maryland
after threatening to kill him. In 2017, Republican Rep. Steve Scalise was seriously injured when a Bernie
Sanders supporter opened fire on Republicans at a congressional baseball game practice.

Fans in ‘Fight Antisemitism’ shirts courtside at Nets game

By DENIS P. GORMAN Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Fans wearing “Fight Antisemitism” shirts occupied some courtside seats at the
Brooklyn-Indiana game on Monday night, days after Nets guard Kyrie Irving tweeted out a link to a film
that includes anti-Jewish tropes.

Irving posted the link to the film “Hebrews to Negroes: Wake Up Black America” on Twitter on Thursday.
The synopsis on Amazon said the film “uncovers the true identity of the Children of Israel.”

He defended his decision to do so on Saturday, then deleted the tweet Sunday after a massive outcry
including criticism from Nets owner Joe Tsai and the the Anti-Defamation League, along with a statement
from the NBA denouncing all forms of hate speech.

Irving said Saturday he embraced all religions and defiantly defended his right to post whatever he
believes.

“I'm not going to stand down on anything I believe in,” Irving said. “I'm only going to get stronger be-
cause I'm not alone. I have a whole army around me.”

Nets coach Steve Nash said Monday that he looks at the matter as “an opportunity for us to grow and
understand new perspectives.”

"I think the organization is trying to take that stance or they may communicate through this, and try to
all come out in a better position and with more understanding and more empathy for every side of this
debate and situation,” Nash said.

Irving has previously supported the idea of the Earth being flat, recently shared an old clip from con-
spiracy theorist Alex Jones, and was unavailable for most of the Nets’ home games last season because
he refused to be vaccinated against COVID-19, as was mandated in New York City.

The Nets then declined to give him a contract extension this summer, meaning Irving could be in his



Groton Datly Independent

Tuesday, Nov. 01, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 117 ~ 38 of 59

final season with the team.

‘Manmade disaster’: Officials criticized over Seoul deaths

By KIM TONG-HYUNG Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Seoul police assigned 137 officers to manage a crowd of Halloween revelers
anticipated to number more than 100,000 over the weekend — a decision that has come under intense
criticism following the deaths of more than 150 people when the group surged.

By comparison, nearly 7,000 police officers were sent to another part of the South Korean capital on
Saturday to monitor dueling protests that drew tens of thousands but still fewer people than flocked to
the popular nightlife district of Itaewon the same night. Even the task force created to investigate why the
crowd surged, with 475 members, is more three times larger than the detail assigned to crowd control.

As South Korea mourns, officials are facing tough questions about preparations for the celebrations and
demands for accountability in the wake of the country’s worst disaster in nearly a decade.

The national government has insisted there was no way to predict the crowd would get out of control.

Experts disagree. Deploying so few police officers, they said, showed officials were poorly prepared
despite knowing ahead of time that there would be a huge gathering following the easing of COVID-19
restrictions in recent months.

On top of assigning more personnel, police and officials in the Yongsan district, which governs Itaewon,
should have banned cars from some streets and taken other measures to ease the crowding in narrow
lanes like the one where the deaths occurred, experts said.

Instead, the 137 officers in Itaewon were assigned to monitor crime, with a particular focus on narcot-
ics use, meaning that for all practical purposes “no one was looking after pedestrian safety,” said Kong
Ha-song, a disaster prevention professor at South Korea’s Woosuk University.

The deaths should be seen as a “manmade disaster,” said Lee Changmoo, an urban planning professor
at Seoul’s Hanyang University.

Authorities have come under similar criticism in national media and on social networks. The headline
of an editorial in the Hankyoreh newspaper on Sunday described the tragedy as “all too avoidable.” The
paper said its reporting showed that a pedestrian got knocked down by a crowd in Itaewon a day before
the Halloween festivities — although no one was hurt.

Saturday’s crowd surge occurred in a downhill alley running between a dense row of storefronts and
the landmark Hamilton Hotel. The path became clogged by a huge throng of partygoers before some of
them fell and toppled over “like dominoes,” according to witnesses.

Emergency workers were so overwhelmed by the number of people lying motionless on the ground
that they asked pedestrians to help them with CPR. But Choi Sukjae, an emergency medicine specialist
and chief spokesperson of the Korean Emergency Medical Association, said CPR, which ideally should be
administered within a handful of minutes, wouldn’t have made much of a difference in many cases since
the paramedics were delayed getting to the scene because the area was so packed.

Kong, the disaster prevention professor, said more police and government workers should have been
called on to monitor potential bottleneck points. He suggested that the crush may have been prevented if
authorities had enforced one-way walking lanes, blocked entry to some narrow pathways, and temporarily
closed Itaewon’s subway station to prevent an excessive number of people moving in the same direction.

Officials could have also temporarily closed Itaewon’s main road to cars, as they did during the annual
Itaewon Global Village Festival earlier in October, thereby giving people more room to spread out, Kong said.

Lee, the urban planning professor, criticized Interior and Safety Minister Lee Sang-min, who claimed,
without elaborating, that having more police and fire department personnel on the ground wouldn't have
prevented the tragedy.

When asked about the number of officers assigned, the Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency said 137 was
still more than it sent in 2020 and 2021, excluding units specifically assigned to virus control measures.
Police and government officials have acknowledged this year’s crowd was bigger — but it was not clear
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by how much.

Kong added that the lack of a central organizer on Saturday — when young people flocked to bars and
night clubs to celebrate Halloween but there was not one specific event promoted — may have contributed
to the tragedy.

“Our country usually does a good job in following the manual and maintaining crowd control at events
where there’s a specific organizer,” he said. “But officials are often unsure what to do or even don't care
about events that aren't created by a specific organizer ... although it's those events that usually require
a closer watch.”

Hong Ki-hyeon, a senior official with the national police agency, acknowledged that problem during a
news conference Monday, saying police do not have an established way to deal with such gatherings.

“In events like festivals that have a specific organizer, discussions are made between related municipali-
ties, police, fire departments and medical experts who prepare and cooperate under different roles,” Hong
said. “That is what we lacked regarding this accident.”

Yongsan district refused to answer questions about preparations. District Mayor Park Hee-young instead
said in a statement Monday that her office was deploying “all administrative resources” to support the
injured and families of the victims.

In the two previous years, the district’s preparations for the Halloween festivities were focused on pre-
venting the spread of COVID-19 among partygoers. Workers toured bars, restaurants and nightclubs to
monitor whether they were abiding by social distancing rules, and checkpoints were established in crowded
areas where public workers and volunteers took the temperatures of partygoers.

Saturday’s crush was the country’s biggest disaster since 304 people, mostly high school students, died
in a ferry sinking in April 2014. The sinking exposed lax safety rules and regulatory failures.

South Korea has a long history of deadly crowd crushes and stampedes, although none as deadly as
Saturday’s. In 2005, 11 people were killed and dozens were injured in a pop concert during a crowd crush
in the southern city of Sangju.

In 1960, 31 people died after being crushed on the stairs of a train station as large crowds rushed to
board a train during the Lunar New Year holidays.

Antibody treatment tested as new tool against malaria

By CARLA K. JOHNSON AP Medical Writer

Research in Africa found a one-time dose of an experimental drug protected adults against malaria for
at least six months, the latest approach in the fight against the mosquito-borne disease.

Malaria killed more than 620,000 people in 2020 and sickened 241 million, mainly children under 5 in
Africa. The World Health Organization is rolling out the first authorized malaria vaccine for children, but it
is about 30% effective and requires four doses.

The new study tested a very different approach — giving people a big dose of lab-made malaria-fighting
antibodies instead of depending on the immune system to make enough of those same infection-blockers
after vaccination.

“The available vaccine doesn't protect enough people,” said Dr. Kassoum Kayentao of the University
of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies in Bamako, Mali, who helped lead the study in the villages of
Kalifabougou and Torodo.

In those villages during malaria season, other research has shown, people are bitten by infected mos-
quitoes on average twice a day.

The experimental antibody, developed by researchers at the U.S. National Institutes of Health, was
given by IV — difficult to deliver on a large scale. But the encouraging findings bode well for an easier-
to-administer shot version from the same scientists that’s in early testing in infants, children and adults.

The U.S. government research was published Monday in the New England Journal of Medicine and pre-
sented at a medical meeting in Seattle.

The antibody works by breaking the life cycle of the parasite, which is spread through mosquito bites.



Groton Datly Independent

Tuesday, Nov. 01, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 117 ~ 40 of 59

It targets immature parasites before they enter the liver where they can mature and multiply. It was de-
veloped from an antibody taken from a volunteer who received a malaria vaccine.

The research involved 330 adults in Mali who got either one of two different antibody doses or a dummy
infusion. All were tested for malaria infection every two weeks for 24 weeks. Anyone who got sick was
treated.

Infections were detected by blood test in 20 people who got the higher dose, 39 people who got the
lower dose and 86 who got the placebo.

The higher dose was 88% effective, compared to the placebo. The lower dose was 75% effective.

Protection might last during the several months of a malaria season. The idea is to someday use it
alongside other malaria prevention methods such as malaria pills, mosquito nets and vaccines. Cost is
uncertain, but one estimate suggests lab-made antibodies could be given for as little as $5 per child per
malaria season.

Lab-made antibodies are used to treat cancer, autoimmune diseases and COVID-19, said Dr. Johanna
Daily of Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York, who was not involved in the study.

“The good news is now we have another, immune-based therapy to try to control malaria,” Daily said.

Musk floats paid Twitter verification, fires board

By MATT O'BRIEN and BARBARA ORTUTAY AP Technology Writers

Billionaire Elon Musk is already floating major changes for Twitter — and faces major hurdles as he begins
his first week as owner of the social-media platform.

Twitter’s new owner fired the company’s board of directors and made himself the board’s sole member,
according to a company filing Monday with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Musk later said on
Twitter that the new board setup is “temporary,” but he didn’t provide any details.

He's also testing the waters on asking users to pay for verification. A venture capitalist working with
Musk tweeted a poll asking how much users would be willing to pay for the blue check mark that Twitter
has historically used to verify higher-profile accounts so other users know it’s really them.

Musk, whose account is verified, replied, “Interesting.”

Critics have derided the mark, often granted to celebrities, politicians, business leaders and journalists,
as an elite status symbol.

But Twitter also uses the blue check mark to verify activists and people who suddenly find themselves
in the news, as well as little-known journalists at small publications around the globe, as an extra tool to
curb misinformation coming from accounts that are impersonating people.

“The whole verification process is being revamped right now,” Musk tweeted Sunday in response to a
user who asked for help getting verified.

On Friday, meanwhile, billionaire Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal said he and his Kingdom Holding Com-
pany rolled over a combined $1.89 billion in existing Twitter shares, making them the company’s largest
shareholder after Musk. The news raised concerns among some lawmakers, including Sen. Chris Murphy,
a Democrat from Connecticut.

Murphy tweeted that he is requesting the Committee on Foreign Investment — which reviews acquisitions
of U.S. businesses by foreign buyers — to investigate the national security implications of the kingdom'’s
investment in Twitter

“We should be concerned that the Saudis, who have a clear interest in repressing political speech and
impacting U.S. politics, are now the second-largest owner of a major social media platform,” Murphy
tweeted. “There is a clear national security issue at stake and CFIUS should do a review.”

Having taken ownership of the social media service, Musk has invited a group of tech-world friends and
investors to help guide the San Francisco-based company’s transformation, which is likely to include a
shakeup of its staff. Musk last week fired CEO Parag Agrawal and other top executives.

There’s been uncertainty about if and when he could begin larger-scale layoffs.

I do think there will be a lot of layoffs,” said Matthew Faulkner, an assistant finance professor at San
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Jose State University. Faulkner noted the need for cost-cutting after Musk bought Twitter for a premium
and the platform’s longtime struggles trying to turn a profit. But Musk might also want as quickly as pos-
sible to weed out employees who don't believe in his mission so that those who stay feel more secure.

“You don't want to have frantically scared employees working for you,” Faulkner said. “That doesn't
motivate people.”

Those who have revealed they are helping Musk include Sriram Krishnan, a partner at venture capital
firm Andreessen Horowitz, which pledged back in the spring to chip in to Musk’s plan to buy the company
and take it private.

Krishnan, who is also a former Twitter product executive, said in a tweet that it is “a hugely important
company and can have great impact on the world and Elon is the person to make it happen.”

Jason Calacanis, the venture capitalist who tweeted the poll about whether users would pay for veri-
fication, said over the weekend he is “hanging out at Twitter a bit and simply trying to be as helpful as
possible during the transition.”

Calacanis said the team already “has a very comprehensive plan to reduce the number of (and visibility
of) bots, spammers, & bad actors on the platform.” And in the Twitter poll, he asked if users would pay
between $5 and $15 monthly to “be verified & get a blue check mark” on Twitter. Twitter is currently free
for most users because it depends on advertising for its revenue.

Musk agreed to buy Twitter for $44 billion in April but it wasn't until Thursday evening that he finally
closed the deal, after his attempts to back out of it led to a protracted legal fight with the company. Musk’s
lawyers are now asking the Delaware Chancery Court to throw out the case, according to a court filing
made public Monday. The two sides were supposed to go to trial in November if they didn't close the deal
by the end of last week.

Musk has made a number of pronouncements since early this year about how to fix Twitter, and it re-
mains unclear which proposals he will prioritize.

He has promised to cut back some of Twitter’s content restrictions to promote free speech, but said
Friday that no major decisions on content or reinstating of banned accounts will be made until a “content
moderation council” with diverse viewpoints is put in place. He later qualified that remark, tweeting “any-
one suspended for minor & dubious reasons will be freed from Twitter jail.”

The head of a cryptocurrency exchange that invested $500 million in Musk’s Twitter takeover said he
had a number of reasons for supporting the deal, including the possibility Musk would transition Twitter
into a company supporting cryptocurrency and the concept known as Web3, which many cryptocurrency
enthusiasts envision as the next generation of the internet.

“We want to make sure that crypto has a seat at the table when it comes to free speech,” Binance CEO
Changpeng Zhao told CNBC on Monday. “"And there are more tactical things, like we want to help bring
Twitter into Web3 when they're ready.”

He said cryptocurrency could be useful for solving some of Musk’s immediate challenges, such as the
plan to charge a premium membership fee for more users.

“That can be done very easily, globally, by using cryptocurrency as a means of payment,” he said.

Brazil’s brash President Bolsonaro mum after election loss

By DIANE JEANTET and CARLA BRIDI Associated Press

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — In Brazil’s capital on Monday, the silence was deafening.

Nearly a full day after President Jair Bolsonaro lost his bid for reelection, the usually brash right-wing
leader had neither conceded defeat nor challenged the results of the country’s closest political contest
in more than three decades.

Bolsonaro hadn’t spoken a word to reporters camped outside the official residence or the supporters
who regularly gather nearby. Nor did he post on his otherwise prolific social media platforms.

The only sign of protest came from Bolsonaro-supporting truckers who on Sunday started blocking roads
across the country. By Monday night, the Federal Highway Police reported 236 incidents in 18 states, up
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from 136 three hours prior to that.

Bolsonaro’s rival, former president and left-leaning ex-union leader Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva won the
runoff Sunday night with 50.9% of the votes, to Bolsonaro’s 49.1%. It was the closest election since Brazil's
return to democracy in 1985.

Ricardo Barros, Bolsonaro’s whip in the Lower House, told The Associated Press by phone that he was
with the president Monday and that Bolsonaro was “still deciding” whether to speak about the election’s
results.

Much like former U.S. President Donald Trump, whom Bolsonaro admires, the outgoing Brazilian leader
has repeatedly questioned the reliability of the nation’s electronic voting system. At one point he said he
possessed proof of fraud, though he provided no evidence. And as recently as last month, he remarked
that if he didn't win in the election’s first round, something was “abnormal” — even as most polls showed
him trailing.

As time passes and an increasing number of international leaders publicly recognize da Silva’s victory,
the president’s room for dispute is dwindling, experts told The Associated Press.

Some of Bolsonaro’s closest allies indicated the same.

“The will of the majority seen on ballots shall never be contested,” Lower House Speaker Arthur Lira
told reporters Sunday.

Other Bolsonaro supporters who publicly acknowledged da Silva’s win include Sao Paulo governor-elect
Tarcisio de Freitas and Senator-elect Damares Alves, both of whom served as ministers under Bolsonaro,
and Lower House whip Barros. Evangelical pastor Silas Malafaia, who has been a strident Bolsonaro sup-
porter, called for God to bestow his “blessing” on da Silva.

“He must have several plans for how to contest the results of the polls; the question is whether he has
the political support to go ahead with these plans,” said Paulo Calmon, a political science professor at the
University of Brasilia. “He won't have the support of Sao Paulo’s governor, of the Lower House, Senate,
and he will have to face opposition from everyone.”

Calmon added that Bolsonaro had recently said during an interview last month that he would accept the
result even if he lost, but that congratulating da Silva would hurt his popularity among his most radical base.

Abroad, U.S. President Joe Biden was among the first world leaders to salute da Silva, highlighting the
country’s “free, fair, and credible elections.” By contrast, Bolsonaro took more than a month to congratulate
Biden’s 2020 victory against Trump.

President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador invited da Silva to visit Mexico at the end of November for the
Pacific Alliance summit. The Workers’ Party leader responded he had to wait for Bolsonaro to admit his
defeat before accepting the invite, according to a video of the exchange.

Like Trump, Bolsonaro has his own potential legal concerns. He is one of the targets of a Supreme Court
inquiry into the spread of fake news and a Senate investigation recommended that he be charged with
crimes for his mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Brazil's Independence day last year, Bolsonaro told a cheering crowd that only God can remove him
from office, then continued: “For all of us, there are only three alternatives, especially for me: arrested,
dead or victorious. Tell the scoundrels I'll never be arrested!”

The high-stakes election was a stunning reversal for da Silva, 77, whose imprisonment for corruption
sidelined him from the 2018 election that brought Bolsonaro, a defender of conservative social values, to
power.

“Today, the only winner is the Brazilian people,” da Silva said in a speech at a hotel in downtown Sao
Paulo. “This isn't a victory of mine or the Workers’ Party, nor the parties that supported me in the cam-
paign. It's the victory of a democratic movement that formed above political parties, personal interests
and ideologies.”

Da Silva has promised to govern beyond his party. He wants to bring in centrists and even some leaning
to the right who voted for him for the first time, and to restore the country’s more prosperous past. Yet
he faces headwinds in a politically polarized society and is likely to face strong opposition from conserva-
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tive lawmakers.

Thomas Traumann, an independent political analyst, compared the situation to Biden’s victory: Da Silva,
like the U.S. president, is inheriting an extremely divided nation.

“People are not only polarized on political matters, but also have different values, identity and opinions,”
Traumann said. “What’s more, they don’t care what the other side’s values, identities and opinions are.”

The election in Latin America’s biggest economy extended a wave of recent leftist victories in South
American countries, including Argentina, Chile and Colombia.

Da Silva’s inauguration is scheduled to take place on Jan. 1. He last served as president from 2003-2010.

During the campaign, he has kindled nostalgia for his presidency, when Brazil's economy was booming
and welfare helped tens of millions join the middle class.

Bolsonaro’s administration has been marked by incendiary speech, his testing of democratic institutions,
his widely criticized handling of the pandemic and the worst deforestation in the Amazon rainforest in 15
years. But he has built a devoted base by defending conservative values and presenting himself as pro-
tection from leftist policies that he says infringe on personal liberties and produce economic turmoil. And
he shored up support in an election year with vast government spending.

“We did not face an opponent, a candidate. We faced the machine of the Brazilian state put at his ser-
vice so we could not win the election,” da Silva told the crowd during his acceptance speech in Sao Paulo.

But da Silva is also remembered for his administration’s involvement in vast corruption revealed by
sprawling investigations. His arrest in 2018 kept him out of that year’s race against Bolsonaro, a fringe
lawmaker at the time who was an outspoken fan of Trump.

Da Silva was jailed for 580 days for corruption and money laundering. His convictions were later annulled
by Brazil’s top court, which ruled the presiding judge had been biased and colluded with prosecutors. That
enabled da Silva to run for the nation’s highest office for the sixth time.

Da Silva has pledged to boost spending on the poor, reestablish relationships with foreign governments
and take bold action to eliminate illegal clear-cutting in the Amazon rainforest.

On social media, one of Bolsonaro’s sons, Sen. Flavio Bolsonaro, who served as a coordinator on his
father’s campaign, thanked supporters and told them to keep their heads up and “don't give up on Brazil.”

Musk boosts surge in misinformation about Pelosi attack

By DAVID KLEPPER Associated Press

Within hours of the attack on Paul Pelosi, conspiracy theories deflecting blame for the assault on the
husband of U.S. Speaker Nancy Pelosi were already swirling online.

It didn't matter that authorities said Paul Pelosi was alone when the suspect broke into the couple’s San
Francisco home. Or that investigators said they didn't believe the two men knew one another.

It didn't even matter that the suspect, David DePape, confessed to investigators that he broke into the
Pelosi home to target the speaker.

Misleading claims about the assault spread rapidly anyway, and not just thanks to trolls in obscure in-
ternet chatrooms. The claims received a major boost from some prominent Republicans and Elon Musk,
now the owner of Twitter, one of the world’s leading online platforms.

On Monday, posts falsely suggesting a personal relationship between Pelosi and the alleged assailant,
soared on Twitter, a day after Musk tweeted and deleted a link to an article suggesting one.

Musk hasn't said why he linked to the article, or why he deleted his post, which came in response to a
tweet from Hillary Clinton that condemned the attack. Twitter did not immediately respond to questions
from The Associated Press on Monday.

“It’s like he forgot for a second that he was now the owner of the platform, and not just anther user who
can say whatever he wants,” said Brad Greenspan, a tech entrepreneur and an early investor in MySpace.
“Now, being the owner, there are a whole new set of responsibilities.”

One of several Republicans to amplify the baseless conspiracy theory, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene,
R-Ga., defended Musk on Monday with a tweet that repeated the misleading claim about “Paul Pelosi’s
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friend attacking him with a hammer.”

Rep. Clay Higgins, R-La., joked about the attack with his own tweet, since deleted, that repeated the
conspiracy theory.

Donald Trump Jr., meanwhile, ridiculed Paul Pelosi on Twitter with false assertions.

The claim also spread to other platforms, including fringe sites like Gab and Truth Social, where posts
mocked the 82-year-old victim.

San Francisco District Attorney Brooke Jenkins on Monday begged other political leaders to be mindful
of their comments about the case.

“We of course do not want distorted facts floating around, certainly not in a manner that is further
traumatizing a family that has been traumatized enough,” she said.

The posts focusing on Paul Pelosi were just a subset of a recent wave of hateful and conspiracy theory-
laden posts that followed Musk’s purchase of Twitter.

Within just 12 hours of Musk’s purchase being finalized Friday, references to a specific racist epithet used
to demean Black people shot up by 500%, according to an analysis conducted by the National Contagion
Research Institute, a Princeton, N.J.-based firm that tracks disinformation.

Extremism experts and disinformation researchers had warned that the change in ownership could upend
Twitter’s efforts to combat misinformation and hate speech, especially with this year’s midterm elections
just days away.

Yosef Getachew, director of the media and democracy program at Common Cause, said there’s a sig-
nificant risk that misinformation spreading so soon before the election could confuse or frighten voters,
or lead to more polarization or even acts of violence.

“Rather than cave in to conspiracy theorists and propaganda peddlers, we urge Musk to ensure Twit-
ter’s rules and enforcement practices reflect our values of democracy and public safety,” Getachew said.

Authorities in San Francisco held a press conference Monday to discuss the latest on the investigation
into the attack. DePape told police that he wanted to take Nancy Pelosi hostage and “break her kneecaps,”
they said.

District Attorney Brooke Jenkins debunked several other aspects of the conspiracy theory as well, saying
there’s no evidence DePape knew Paul Pelosi, and saying Pelosi was alone at home when DePape broke in.

While belief in conspiracy theories is nothing new to American history, experts who study disinforma-
tion say they can become dangerous when they persuade people to consider violence as an alternative
to politics, or when they cause people to ignore inconvenient truths.

DePape appears to have authored racist and often rambling online posts in which he questioned the results
of the 2020 election, defended former President Donald Trump and echoed QAnon conspiracy theories.

QAnon adherents support the belief that Trump is secretly waging a battle against a sect of blood-drinking
Satanists who have controlled world events for eons. The movement has been linked to an increasing
number of acts of real-world violence in recent years.

Social media has sped up the proliferation of conspiracy theories, helped believers organize, and enabled
groups to weaponize disinformation for their own ends, according to Sacha Haworth, executive director
of the Tech Oversight Project, a group that supports new regulations on platforms.

Twitter and other platforms, Haworth said, have “created a toxic atmosphere where public officials and
their families are at risk (@and) now online threats are spilling over into real-world violence.”

Affirmative action in jeopardy after justices raise doubts
By MARK SHERMAN and JESSICA GRESKO Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The survival of affirmative action in higher education appeared to be in serious
trouble Monday at a conservative-dominated Supreme Court after hours of debate over vexing questions
of race.
The most diverse court in the nation’s history — among the nine justices are four women, two Black
people and a Latina — is weighing challenges to admissions programs at the University of North Carolina
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and Harvard that use race among many factors in seeking a diverse student body.

The court’s six conservative justices all expressed doubts about the practice, which has been upheld
under Supreme Court decisions reaching back to 1978. The court’s three liberals defended the programs,
which are similar to those used by many other private and public universities.

Getting rid of race-conscious college admissions would have a “destabilizing” effect that would cause
the ranks of Black and Latino students to plummet at the nation’s most selective schools, Solicitor General
Elizabeth Prelogar, representing the Biden administration, said.

Following the overturning of the half-century abortion precedent of Roe v. Wade in June, the cases offer
a big new test of whether the court, with its 6-3 conservative edge, will sharply steer the law to the right
on another contentious cultural issue that conservatives have had in their sights for years.

The questions the justices offered further laid bare the stark ideological divisions on the court in an era
of intense political polarization in the country.

Justice Clarence Thomas, the court’s second Black justice, who has a long record of opposition to af-
firmative action programs and other conservative positions, noted he didn’t go to racially diverse schools,
at one point saying, “I've heard the word ‘diversity’ quite a few times, and I don’t have a clue what it
means.” He also challenged defenders of affirmative action to “tell me what the educational benefits are.”

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, another conservative, pointed to one of the court’s previous affirmative ac-
tion cases and said it anticipated a halt to its use in declaring that any classification based on race was
“dangerous” and had to have an end point.

She was among several conservatives who pushed lawyers representing the schools and the Biden ad-
ministration to venture a guess when that day would come.

“Your position is that race matters because it's necessary for diversity, which is necessary for the sort
of education you want. It's not going to stop mattering at some particular point,” said Chief Justice John
Roberts, who has long been skeptical of considerations of race.

Justice Samuel Alito likened affirmative action to a footrace in which a minority applicant gets to “start
five yards closer to the finish line.” But liberal Justice Sonia Sotomayor, the court’s first Hispanic member,
rejected that comparison saying what universities are doing is looking at students as a whole.

Likewise, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, the court’s newest justice and its first Black woman, also said
race was being used among 40 different factors at the University of North Carolina as part of a broad
review of applicants.

“They're looking at the full person with all of these characteristics,” she said.

Justice Elena Kagan, who was the first female dean at Harvard Law School earlier in her career, called
universities the “pipelines to leadership in our society” and suggested that without affirmative action mi-
nority enrollment will drop.

“I thought part of what it meant to be an American and to believe in American pluralism is that actually
our institutions, you know, are reflective of who we are as a people in all our variety,” she said.

The Supreme Court has twice upheld race-conscious college admissions programs in the past 19 years,
including just six years ago.

But that was before the three appointees of former President Donald Trump joined. Jackson was chosen
this year by President Joe Biden.

Lower courts have upheld the programs at both UNC and Harvard, rejecting claims that the schools
discriminated against white and Asian-American applicants.

The cases are brought by conservative activist Edward Blum, who also was behind an earlier affirmative
action challenge against the University of Texas as well as the case that led the court in 2013 to end the
use of a key provision of the landmark Voting Rights Act.

Blum formed Students for Fair Admissions, which filed the lawsuits against both schools in 2014.

The group argues that the Constitution forbids the use of race in college admissions and calls for over-
turning earlier Supreme Court decisions that said otherwise.

Colleges and universities can use other, race-neutral ways to assemble a diverse student body, includ-
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ing by focusing on socioeconomic status and eliminating the preference for children of alumni and major
donors, Students for Fair Admissions argues.

Justice Neil Gorsuch pressed Ryan Park, a lawyer for North Carolina, on why colleges shouldn’t be forced
to eliminate those preferences, “which tend to favor the children of wealthy white parents,” to see if it
allowed them to increase diversity without considering race.

A college might end up with a more diverse student body, but “we just would have a crummy squash
team and no art museum,” Gorsuch said.

In the Harvard case, lawyer Seth Waxman pointed to lower court findings rejecting claims that Harvard
discriminates on the basis of race. Waxman said the school looks for many different kinds of diversity,
including having oboe players for its student orchestra.

“We did not fight a civil war over oboe players,” Roberts countered, a sharp allusion to the nation’s long
struggle with race.

The schools contend that they use race in a limited way, but that eliminating it as a factor altogether
would make it much harder to achieve a student body that looks like America.

The Biden administration is urging the court to preserve race-conscious admissions. The Trump admin-
istration had taken the opposite position in earlier stages of the cases.

UNC says its freshman class is about 65% white, 22% Asian American, 10% Black and 10% Hispanic.
The numbers add to more than 100% because some students report belonging to more than one cat-
egory, a school spokesman said.

White students are just over 40% of Harvard’s freshman class, the school said. The class also is just
under 28% Asian American, 14% Black and 12% Latino.

Nine states already prohibit any consideration of race in admissions to their public colleges and universi-
ties: Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Oklahoma and Washington.

In 2020, California voters easily rejected a ballot measure to bring back affirmative action.

Public opinion on the topic varies depending on how the question is asked. A Gallup Poll from 2021 found
62% of Americans in favor of affirmative action programs for racial minorities. But in a Pew Research
Center survey in March, 74% of Americans, including majorities of Black and Latino respondents, said race
and ethnicity should not factor into college admissions.

Jackson and Roberts received their undergraduate and law degrees from Harvard. Two other justices
went to law school there.

Jackson is sitting out the Harvard case because she was until recently a member of an advisory govern-
ing board there.

A decision in the affirmative action cases is not expected before late spring.

Russia recruiting U.S.-trained Afghan commandos, vets say

By BERNARD CONDON Associated Press

Afghan special forces soldiers who fought alongside American troops and then fled to Iran after the
chaotic U.S. withdrawal last year are now being recruited by the Russian military to fight in Ukraine, three
former Afghan generals told The Associated Press.

They said the Russians want to attract thousands of the former elite Afghan commandos into a “foreign
legion” with offers of steady, $1,500-a-month payments and promises of safe havens for themselves and
their families so they can avoid deportation home to what many assume would be death at the hands of
the Taliban.

“They don't want to go fight — but they have no choice,” said one of the generals, Abdul Raof Arghandiwal,
adding that the dozen or so commandos in Iran with whom he has texted fear deportation most. “They
ask me, ‘Give me a solution. What should we do? If we go back to Afghanistan, the Taliban will kill us.”

Arghandiwal said the recruiting is led by the Russian mercenary force Wagner Group. Another general,
Hibatullah Alizai, the last Afghan army chief before the Taliban took over, said the effort is also being helped
by a former Afghan special forces commander who lived in Russia and speaks the language.
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The Russian recruitment follows months of warnings from U.S. soldiers who fought with Afghan special
forces that the Taliban was intent on killing them and that they might join with U.S. enemies to stay alive
or out of anger with their former ally.

A GOP congressional report in August specifically warned of the danger that the Afghan commandos
— trained by U.S. Navy SEALs and Army Green Berets — could end up giving up information about U.S.
tactics to the Islamic State group, Iran or Russia — or fight for them.

“We didn't get these individuals out as we promised, and now it's coming home to roost,” said Michael
Mulroy, a retired CIA officer who served in Afghanistan, adding that the Afghan commandos are highly
skilled, fierce fighters. "I don't want to see them in any battlefield, frankly, but certainly not fighting the
Ukrainians.”

Mulroy was skeptical, however, that Russians would be able to persuade many Afghan commandos to
join because most he knew were driven by the desire to make democracy work in their country rather
than being guns for hire.

AP was investigating the Afghan recruiting when details of the effort were first reported by Foreign Policy
magazine last week based on unnamed Afghan military and security sources. The recruitment comes
as Russian forces reel from Ukrainian military advances and Russian President Vladimir Putin pursues a
sputtering mobilization effort, which has prompted nearly 200,000 Russian men to flee the country to
escape service.

Russia’s Defense Ministry did not respond to a request for comment. A spokesman for Yevgeny Prigozhin,
who recently acknowledged being the founder of the Wagner Group, dismissed the idea of an ongoing
effort to recruit former Afghan soldiers as “crazy nonsense.”

The U.S. Defense Department also didn't reply to a request for comment, but a senior official suggested
the recruiting is not surprising given that Wagner has been trying to sign up soldiers in several other
countries.

It's unclear how many Afghan special forces members who fled to Iran have been courted by the Rus-
sians, but one told the AP he is communicating through the WhatsApp chat service with about 400 other
commandos who are considering offers.

He said many like him fear deportation and are angry at the U.S. for abandoning them.

“We thought they might create a special program for us, but no one even thought about us,” said the
former commando, who requested anonymity because he fears for himself and his family. “They just left
us all in the hands of the Taliban.”

The commando said his offer included Russian visas for himself as well as his three children and wife
who are still in Afghanistan. Others have been offered extensions of their visas in Iran. He said he is wait-
ing to see what others in the WhatsApp groups decide but thinks many will take the deal.

U.S. veterans who fought with Afghan special forces have described to the AP nearly a dozen cases,
none confirmed independently, of the Taliban going house to house looking for commandos still in the
country, torturing or killing them, or doing the same to family members if they are nowhere to be found.

Human Rights Watch has said more than 100 former Afghan soldiers, intelligence officers and police
were killed or forcibly “disappeared” just three months after the Taliban took over despite promises of
amnesty. The United Nations in a report in mid-October documented 160 extrajudicial killings and 178
arrests of former government and military officials.

The brother of an Afghan commando in Iran who has accepted the Russian offer said Taliban threats
make it difficult to refuse. He said his brother had to hide for three months after the fall of Kabul, shuttling
between relatives’ houses while the Taliban searched his home.

“My brother had no other choice other than accepting the offer,” said the commando’s brother, Murad,
who would only give his first name because of fear the Taliban might track him down. “This was not an
easy decision for him.”

Former Afghan army chief Alizai said much of the Russian recruiting effort is focused on Tehran and
Mashhad, a city near the Afghan border where many have fled. None of the generals who spoke to the AP,
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including a third, Abdul Jabar Wafa, said their contacts in Iran know how many have taken up the offer.

“You get military training in Russia for two months, and then you go to the battle lines,” read one text
message a former Afghan soldier in Iran sent to Arghandiwal. "A number of personnel have gone, but they
have lost contact with their families and friends altogether. The exact statistics are unclear.”

An estimated 20,000 to 30,000 Afghan special forces fought with the Americans during the two-decade
war, and only a few hundred senior officers were airlifted out when the U.S. military withdrew from Af-
ghanistan. Since many of the Afghan commandos did not work directly for the U.S. military, they were not
eligible for special U.S. visas.

“They were the ones who fought to the really last minute. And they never, never, never talked to the
Taliban. They never negotiated,” Alizai said. “Leaving them behind is the biggest mistake.”

Pumpkins can be composted, donated to farms, fed to wildlife

By JOHN RABY Associated Press

Hold off before throwing that porch pumpkin into the trash along with Halloween candy wrappers. Those
jack-o-lanterns don't have to end up in the local landfill.

Consider composting pumpkins in the garden, donating them to community gardens, farms or even a
zoo, or simply leaving them as a snack for backyard wildlife.

Gardeners can add pumpkins to the compost pile after removing any remaining seeds and being sure to
cut off decorative material such as glitter, paint, stickers and candle wax. Slice the pumpkin into smaller
pieces, scatter and bury them into the pile. And don't worry if the pumpkin has already started getting
moldy — those microorganisms aid the composting process.

Pumpkins, other vegetable scraps and grass clippings in compost piles are high in nitrogen. Provide equal
or higher amounts of carbon-based materials such as leaves, sawdust, wood chips or cardboard. Occasion-
ally add water to the compost pile. Turning it over with a rake or pitchfork ensures that oxygen is mixed in.

Some community gardens accept pumpkins and other food scraps to add to their compost piles.

Or consider that pumpkin as a meal for a host of animals at a local farm, zoo or sanctuary. The group
Pumpkins for Pigs has an interactive U.S. map of places that accept donations of uncarved, undecorated
pumpkins.

Homeowners also may consider feeding the wildlif e that hang out in their neighborhoods, especially
when those old pumpkins are offered with other fruit. Salvaged pumpkin seeds are a tasty treat for a
wide variety of birds such as cardinals, sparrows, finches and chickadees, including when mixed with other
seeds such as sunflowers.

Perfect 10: Taylor Swift sets Billboard Hot 100 first

The Associated Press undefined

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Taylor Swift scored a 10 out of 10 as she became the first artist in history to
claim the top 10 slots of the Billboard Hot 100 chart with tracks from her new record “Midnights.”

Billboard reported Monday that Swift surpassed Drake, who had held the previous record with nine of
the top 10 songs for a week in September 2021.

"10 out of 10 of the Hot 100??? On my 10th album??? I AM IN SHAMBLES," the pop star tweeted Monday.

The new album came out Oct. 21 with both a 13-track standard release and a deluxe version with an-
other seven bonus tracks. It has had one of the biggest album launches in nearly seven years. Billboard
also reported that Swift now ties with Barbra Streisand for the female artist with the most No. 1 albums.

The No. 1 spot belongs to “Anti-Hero,” whose lyrics “It's me/hi/I'm the problem/It's me” have quickly
become a TikTok trend. The other top 10 songs include “Lavender Haze,” “Maroon,” “Snow on the Beach,”
“Midnight Rain,” “Bejeweled” and “Question...?"

The numbers are for the week Oct. 21-Oct. 27.
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Trump asks justices to keep tax returns from House committee

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former President Donald Trump is going to the Supreme Court, again, this time
to try to stop his tax returns from being handed to a congressional committee.

In an emergency appeal filed Monday, Trump wants the court to order at least a temporary hold on
the Treasury Department turning over his returns to the Democratic-controlled House Ways and Means
Committee.

Trump said the handover could happen as soon as Thursday, without the court’s intervention.

Lower courts ruled that the committee has broad authority to obtain tax returns and rejected Trump’s
claims that it was overstepping.

Trump had most recently sought the justices’ intervention in a legal dispute stemming from the search
of his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida in August. The court rejected that appeal.

If Trump can persuade the nation’s highest court to intervene in this case, he could potentially delay a
final decision until the start of the next Congress in January. If Republicans recapture control of the House
in the fall election, they could drop the records request.

The House Ways and Means panel and its chairman, Democrat Richard Neal of Massachusetts, first
requested Trump’s tax returns in 2019 as part of an investigation into the Internal Revenue Service's audit
program and tax law compliance by the former president. A federal law says the Internal Revenue Service
“shall furnish” the returns of any taxpayer to a handful of top lawmakers.

The Justice Department, under the Trump administration, had defended a decision by then-Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin to withhold the tax returns from Congress. Mnuchin argued that he could with-
hold the documents because he concluded they were being sought by Democrats for partisan reasons.
A lawsuit ensued.

After President Joe Biden took office, the committee renewed the request, seeking Trump’s tax returns
and additional information from 2015-2020. The White House took the position that the request was a
valid one and that the Treasury Department had no choice but to comply. Trump then attempted to halt
the handover in court.

Then-Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. obtained copies of Trump’s personal and business
tax records as part of a criminal investigation. That case, too, went to the Supreme Court, which rejected
Trump’s argument that he had broad immunity as president.

Confident GOP unifies behind candidates once seen as risky

By STEVE PEOPLES AP National Political Writer

ATKINSON, N.H. (AP) — New Hampshire’s Republican governor described Don Bolduc as a “conspiracy
theory extremist” just two months ago. But now, a week before Election Day, Gov. Chris Sununu is vowing
to support him. And the leader of the GOP’s campaign to retake the U.S. Senate stood at Bolduc’s side
over the weekend and called him “a true patriot.”

“I'm here for one reason, and that’s to make sure Don Bolduc is the next U.S. senator,” Rick Scott, a
Florida senator and chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, told dozens of voters on
Sunday gathered inside an Atkinson, New Hampshire, community center.

“Here's a guy who's a true patriot,” Scott said as he introduced Bolduc, a retired Army general. “He
served his country. He believes. He cares.”

The New Hampshire dynamic reflects the emboldened GOP’s increasing confidence in candidates who
party leaders believed were essentially unelectable — or at least seriously flawed — just weeks or months
ago. But heading into the final full week of the 2022 midterms, Republican leaders are betting that anti-
Democratic political headwinds will supersede what Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell himself
called “candidate quality” issues in his own party.

Republican Senate contenders from Arizona to Georgia and North Carolina to New Hampshire are grap-
pling with revelations about their personal lives, extreme positions and weak fundraising. Yet they may
be in position to win on Nov. 8. Leaders in both parties believe Republicans are poised to take the House
majority, with control of the Senate in sight as well.
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At the same time, Republicans are waging competitive battles for governorships in swing states like
Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada and Wisconsin.

As Republican optimism grows, Democrats have been forced into a defensive position with voters looking
to punish the party that controls Washington for surging inflation, crime concerns and general pessimism
about the direction of the country. Saddled by weak approval ratings, the leader of the Democratic Party,
President Joe Biden, has avoided many of the nation’s most competitive battlegrounds for fear he would
do his party more harm than good.

Biden is set to spend the night before Election Day at a rally in deep-blue Maryland. He'll travel this week
to New Mexico and California, two Democratic strongholds where Republicans are threatening to make gains.

Former President Barack Obama rallied voters in Michigan and Wisconsin over the weekend.

"I understand why people are anxious,” Obama said in Detroit. “Moping is not an option.”

It was first lady Jill Biden, not her husband, who campaigned with New Hampshire Sen. Maggie Hassan
on Saturday. The first lady called New Hampshire's Senate contest “an enormous race” and encouraged
volunteers to “dig a little deeper” and “work a little harder” in the coming days.

In an interview moments before taking the stage with the first lady, Hassan refused to say whether she
wanted Biden to run for a second term when asked.

“How about we just get through 2022?" Hassan said. "That’s obviously his decision to make.”

The GOP’s embrace of risky Senate contenders has been playing out for months in states like Georgia,
where $60 million will have been spent on television advertising to benefit Republican Herschel Walker by
Election Day. That backing comes even as Walker confronts reports of violence and mental health issues
from his past and more recent allegations that he paid at least two women to have abortions. Walker has
denied the abortion allegations.

The Republican Party is also rallying behind Arizona Senate contender Blake Masters, a so-called election
denier viewed as deeply flawed by GOP leaders earlier in the year. Washington Republicans aggressively
recruited outgoing Gov. Doug Ducey to run for the Senate, but Ducey declined.

Masters, a 36-year-old venture capitalist, is now the GOP’s only hope to defeat incumbent Sen. Mark
Kelly, a retired astronaut. Ignoring Masters’ embrace of former President Donald Trump’s lies about the
2020 election, former Vice President Mike Pence campaigned for the Arizona Republican recently and called
him “one of the brightest stars in the Republican Party.”

In North Carolina, local Republicans have raised concerns about the strength of Trump-backed Repub-
lican Senate candidate Ted Budd. The congressman who has struggled to energize Republican voters in
his campaign against Democrat Cheri Beasley, a former chief justice on the state Supreme Court. But over
the last week, Sens. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, Tom Cotton of Arkansas and Ted Cruz of Texas
campaigned with him.

It's been much the same in Ohio, where local officials have spoken out against Trump’s preferred Sen-
ate candidate, J.D. Vance, a venture capitalist who has promoted the former president’s election lies and
underwhelmed as a fundraiser.

Steven Law, a chief McConnell ally who runs the McConnell-aligned super PAC known as the Senate
Leadership Fund, says that apparent flaws in candidates — including those who have railed against Mc-
Connell himself — are far less important than the party’s ultimate goal this fall: winning.

“At the end of the day, our focus is on winning the majority. And I feel like a lot of those concerns have
faded into the background as we work toward that goal,” Law said in an interview.

Still, the Senate Leadership Fund shifted roughly $6 million it had planned to invest in the New Hampshire
Senate race to Pennsylvania in recent days, suggesting it was essentially giving up on Bolduc. But just days
later, the NRSC invested another $1 million — and Scott, its chairman, campaigned with Bolduc, sending
the unmistakable message that the GOP stands behind the controversial New Hampshire Republican.

Over the weekend, a conservative group aligned with the conservative Heritage Fund invested another
$1 million into Bolduc’s candidacy.

Meanwhile, Bolduc continues to rail against Washington leadership in both parties as he wages an aggres-
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sive retail campaign across New Hampshire. In a brief interview before a Windham town hall on Saturday,
Bolduc said he would work to replace McConnell and other Republican leaders if elected.

“The leadership on both sides have drug us into the mess that we see ourselves in. I'm the only candi-
date that says that,” Bolduc said. “It's a Republican problem. It's a Democrat problem.”

Inside the town hall, one Bolduc supporter mistakenly believed that Bolduc backed abortion rights. She
sought to clarify his position as he shook her hand before taking the stage.

“I have a question,” said the voter, who declined to give her name. “Are you pro-choice?”

“T am pro-life,” Bolduc responded.

He added that he would not support a federal ban on abortion and instead prefers to let the issue be
decided at the state level. That’s despite telling Republicans in Dover, New Hampshire, earlier in the year:
“I'm not going to vote contrary to pro-life. I respect life from the beginning to the end.”

Sununu, the New Hampshire governor who Washington Republicans tried and failed to recruit for the
Senate contest, addressed his change of heart on Bolduc during a Sunday appearance on NBC's “Meet
the Press.” In August, Sununu had dismissed Bolduc as “not a serious candidate” and a “conspiracy theory
extremist.”

“Don and I didn't see eye to eye during the primary,” Sununu said. “But again, I'm going to support the
Republican ticket because the issues that folks are voting on are inflation, gas prices, heating oil, which
is skyrocketing here in New Hampshire and causing a major concern.”

Sununu was not asked about Bolduc’s repeated allegations of voter fraud in New Hampshire.

Bolduc has softened his tone since winning the GOP primary, but during a debate last week, he falsely
claimed voters had been bused into the state to vote illegally. And when asked about the integrity of the
2020 election at a town hall earlier in the month, he said, "I can’t say whether it was stolen or not.”

Trump endorsed Bolduc early Monday, though he noted Bolduc’s flip-flop on the legitimacy of the elec-
tion and he repeated false claims of election fraud in New Hampshire.

“He was a strong and proud ‘Election Denier,” a big reason that he won the Nomination, but he then
disavowed,” Trump wrote on Truth Social. "He has since come back, at least on busing, but that is only a
small part of N.H. Election Fraud.”

Meanwhile, Hassan, a former Democratic governor with a massive fundraising advantage, acknowledged
that Bolduc is waging a competitive campaign.

“Don Bolduc has been working really hard to conceal his extremism from the people of New Hampshire,”
she said. “He is the most extreme U.S. Senate nominee we have seen in modern New Hampshire history.”

Michigan Sen. Gary Peters, who leads the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, predicted Demo-
crats would retain their narrow Senate majority because of the sharp contrast in the quality of candidates.

“The Republicans have put up a cast of characters who are extreme and not ready for — not just
prime-time, but any time,” Peters said. “There’s not a red wave. And we will win. But these are going to
be close races.”

GOP seizes on voter hesitancy to attack EVs as costly to US

By HOPE YEN and MATTHEW DALY Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Heading into next week’s midterm elections, many Republican candidates are
seeking to capitalize on voters’ concerns about inflation by vilifying a key component of President Joe
Biden’s climate agenda: electric vehicles.

On social media, in political ads and at campaign rallies, Republicans say Democrats’ push for battery-
powered transportation will leave Americans broke, stranded on the road and even in the dark. Many of
the attack lines are not true — the auto industry itself has largely embraced a shift to EVs, for instance,
and some Republican lawmakers are quick to cheer the opening of EV battery plants in the U.S. that
promise new jobs.

But political analysts say the GOP messaging exploits voter hesitancy on EVs that may have put Demo-
crats on the defensive at a time when Americans are especially feeling a financial pinch. EVs cost $65,000
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on average, a fact GOP candidates cite.

More than two-thirds of Americans say they are unlikely to purchase an electric vehicle in the next three
years, according to a new poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Democrats
are twice as likely to say they plan to purchase one as Republicans, 37% to 16%, respectively.

“There’s still lots of selling to do before EVs catch on with the American people,” said Jim Manley, a
Democratic strategist and longtime staffer to the late Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. He de-
scribed early Democratic messaging suggesting that EVs were an immediate solution to rising gasoline
prices as a mistake. “That creates an opening for Republicans in this election, which begins and ends with
the economy and inflation.”

In a key Iowa House race, an ad by a Republican-aligned group features a man standing beside a pickup
truck as he calls Democratic Rep. Cindy Axne and the Biden administration “clueless and out of touch” for
supporting “expensive” electric vehicles with batteries currently made in China.

In competitive Nevada, GOP Senate candidate Adam Laxalt mocks Democratic Sen. Catherine Cortez
Masto’s support for her party’s sweeping climate and health law, which includes tax credits to purchase
EVs. Laxalt warns that Nevada drivers will have to forgo charging their EVs during extreme heat to avoid
straining the power grid.

The issue has also become a flashpoint in governors’ races in states such as Michigan, Minnesota and
California, where Democratic incumbents have defended their support for a rapid transition to EVs — Cali-
fornia set a goal for all new vehicles to be electric or plug-in hybrid by 2035 — and grappled with ques-
tions over how to pay for charging stations and road upgrades as gasoline tax revenue begins to decline.

Even with higher gasoline prices, the inexorable march to an all-electric future faces challenges, none of
which will be resolved before the midterm elections that will decide control of a closely-divided Congress.

Hindered by supply chain shortages and manufacturing that currently depends on battery parts made
mostly in China, electric vehicles are in the cost range of luxury cars and remain out of reach for most
U.S. households. That has Republicans hitting harder on prices — former President Donald Trump riffs
frequently that EVs will lead to the demise of the U.S. auto industry — and Democrats talking up recent
drops in gas prices and jobs created by EVs and other clean energy. House Republican leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy pledges an agenda of increased U.S. oil drilling and undoing Biden’s climate and health law if his
party retakes the chamber.

As president, Biden racked up congressional wins that included sending $7.5 billion to states to build out
a national highway network of up to 500,000 EV charging stations. Democrats’ climate and health law also
extends tax credits of up to $7,500 starting next year to consumers to purchase EVs.

Autotrader analyst Michelle Krebs said EVs are a hard sell during the campaign because they remain a
distant future for most Americans. Unlike stimulus checks in 2020, the tax credits for EVs in Democrats’
climate and health law are still being sorted out and could ultimately leave few Americans eligible. Cur-
rently, EVs make up about 5% of U.S. new vehicle sales.

“Not everybody sees EV charging stations in their neighborhoods right now, so that has an impact,” she
said.

In an interview, White House infrastructure adviser Mitch Landrieu said the high price of EVs — including
up to $400,000 for an electric school bus — is “a legitimate criticism,” but added: “The more of these we
make, the cheaper they are going to get.”

General Motors, Ford, Toyota and other carmakers have pledged to ramp up EV production dramati-
cally, he said, and as they do EVs will “become more affordable.” GM, for instance, plans to start selling
a compact electric Chevrolet SUV next year with a starting price around $30,000.

Gregory Barry, 45, a Republican father of two in Audubon, Pennsylvania, says he’s open to electric ve-
hicles once they become more affordable and take less time to charge but says it’s a mistake for the U.S.
to ignore oil and other energy sources in the meantime.

Dissatisfied with Senate GOP candidate Dr. Mehmet Oz on other issues, Barry said he ruled out voting
for Democrat John Fetterman over his seemingly contradictory positions on fracking and will likely cast a
ballot for a third-party candidate.
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Meg Cheyfitz, a 67-year-old self-described progressive in Columbus, Ohio, worries about climate change
and believes the government isn't doing enough to tackle the problem. But she has no intention of buying
an EV, saying she and her husband can't easily install a charger at home since they park their cars on the
street. Cheyfitz also believes EVs remain a relatively unknown technology with potentially mixed effects
on the environment.

“Tax credits for EVs aren’t enough,” said Cheyfitz, who voted for Democrats on the ballot during early
voting but says she won't back Biden if he runs in 2024. “I don't really see them taking meaningful action
at all on climate.”

Environmental groups dismiss the notion that the issue of climate change has gotten lost in the midterm
elections, citing recent White House announcements highlighting billion-dollar private-sector investments
in domestic manufacturing of batteries for EVs as well as $1 billion in federal spending for electric school
buses. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen hailed a new “battery belt” in the Midwest, and Vice President
Kamala Harris traveled to Washington state to promote the purchase of 2,500 “clean” school buses under
a new federal program.

In some states, support for EVs is bipartisan. Georgia Republican Gov. Brian Kemp has been embracing
big investments by Hyundai and Rivian to build EV plants in his state in his reelection fight against Demo-
crat Stacey Abrams. Democratic Sen. Raphael Warnock is running an ad in his race against Republican
Herschel Walker that features the incumbent riding on an electric school bus. “Get on the bus, the bus
to the future,” Warnock says, extolling the thousands of jobs at a Georgia company that makes electric
school buses.

In Ohio, Republican Senate candidate JD Vance opposes a $3.5 billion joint-venture battery factory planned
by Honda, part of a wave of U.S. battery and EV assembly plant announcements aimed at boosting the
domestic supply chain. Democrat Tim Ryan’s campaign criticizes Vance's opposition as a sign he “has no
idea what’s happening in Ohio when he rails against our rapidly growing electric vehicle industry.”

Katherine Garcia, director of Sierra Club’s Clean Transportation for All campaign, said the U.S. is “at a
turning point for electric vehicle adoption,” adding that the new climate law “is going to be a game changer
for climate action.”

“This administration and this (Democratic) Congress have really delivered on climate, and we need it to
continue,” she said.

Salary transparency laws aim to combat pay disparities

By CORA LEWIS Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Starting this week, job-seekers in New York City will have access to a key piece of
information: how much money they can expect to earn for an advertised opening.

New York will require employers as of Nov. 1 to disclose “a good faith salary range for every job, promo-
tion, and transfer opportunity advertised,” according to the city’s Commission on Human Rights.

Similar salary transparency laws are being adopted by a small but growing number of cities and states
across the country in an effort to address pay disparities for women and people of color.

Seher Khawaja, senior attorney for economic empowerment at Legal Momentum whose organization
helped draft the New York City law, said salary transparency “gives existing employees and workers informa-
tion to better gauge how positions within their workplace are valued and whether they're being paid fairly.”

It also gives employers a way to avoid liability.

"It puts their feet to the fire to think about how they're setting pay and to avoid discriminatory practices
that were working their way in previously,” Khawaja said.

Haris Silic, vice president at Artisan Talent, a staffing agency that places hundreds of creative profes-
sionals in New York City and across the country, said the law’s implementation may initially be tough on
the employer’s side, but he thinks “everyone sees the value.”

“Every employer was an employee once,” he said.

Business groups, including New York’s five borough chambers of commerce, have argued that the law
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could create “dissatisfaction in the workforce and demands to adjust existing pay scales that the employer
may be unable to afford.”

“During a labor shortage, or in the context of achieving diversity goals, the posted maximum may be
significantly higher than the historical salary ranges,” the groups wrote in a letter to the New York City
Council.

Colorado was the first to adopt a salary transparency law in 2019, followed by California, Maryland, Ne-
vada, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Washington, as well as cities like Cincinnati and Toledo, Ohio.

Rules for salary disclosures vary. In some cases, they require employers to share the information upon
request or after an interview, with exemptions for small businesses. In other cases, employers must post
salary ranges.

In Colorado, for example, a recent job posting on hiring site Indeed for an executive assistant in Denver
advertised a salary range of $57,131 to $88,516 a year. A human resources data analyst role listed a range
of $67,488 to $111,355 a year. A retail position at Target advertised an hourly salary of $23.75 to $40.40.

New York City’s law is similar to Colorado’s, but it applies only to employers with four or more workers
rather than all businesses. That accounts for one-third of employers in the city but roughly 90% of work-
ers, according to state Labor Department statistics.

The new wave of legislation marks a shift in who bears the onus for making salaries transparent, with
more employers now being held responsible for creating an open work environment instead of leaving it to
employees to figure out how their pay compares to their coworkers and whether to ask for fair compensa-
tion, according to Andrea Johnson, director of state policy at the National Women’s Law Center.

Mary Ramsay, 55, a health educator based in Syracuse, New York who is looking for a job with higher
pay, said she hopes New York City’s salary transparency law will soon apply to the entire state, something
that legislators are currently considering.

“Hiring people should be seen as a two-way contract,” she said. “You're looking for a good partnership.”

In September, California Governor Gavin Newsom signed a law requiring any employer with at least 15
employees to publish pay scales with its job listings. The law also went further than Colorado and New York
by requiring large employers to submit an annual report to California’s Civil Rights Department breaking
down salaries by race, ethnicity, and sex.

In 2021, the median pay for full-time women workers was about 83% of men'’s pay, according to fed-
eral data, and women make less than their male counterparts in nearly all fields. For women of color, the
numbers are even worse. A report by the National Partnership for Women and Families found that Black
women make 64 cents for every dollar paid to white, non-Hispanic men. For Latina women, it's 54 cents
and for Native American women, it’s just 51 cents.

Khawaja said the disclosure of demographic information is a heartening addition to the California law,
noting that one of the most significant reasons for persistent wage inequities is occupational segregation
by gender and race. So long as women and people of color disproportionately work in lower wage indus-
tries, pay gaps will exist, she added.

“A disproportionate number of women are working lower wage jobs,” Khawaja said. “So legislation to
increase the minimum wage and eliminate exceptions, such as the tipped wage for certain categories of
workers like restaurant workers, are really essential to closing that gap.”

Here are some other things to know about salary transparency:

DISCUSSING PAY WITH CO-WORKERS IS LEGAL

Johnson emphasizes that it’s perfectly legal to talk about pay on the job even if employers discourage it.

“The National Labor Relations Protection Act protects employees who discuss pay because it protects
employees who discuss workplace conditions, and pay is a work condition,” she said.

A lack of transparency around pay typically disadvantages women and people of color — the very same
groups that are already statistically less likely to fare well in negotiations, Johnson added.

IT'S OK TO WITHHOLD YOUR SALARY HISTORY

Don't feel compelled to disclose your salary history with a potential employer. In fact, some cities and
states have passed laws forbidding employers from even asking, a practice that can depress wages and
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lock in inequities.

“There’s a fundamental information asymmetry in salary negotiation,” said Kate Bahn, chief economist
at the Washington Center for Equitable Growth. “Employers inherently have better information about
wages, meaning they have an upper hand. The party that has more information is going to fare better.”

SAME GOES FOR SALARY EXPECTATIONS

Some employers get around the salary history legal constraint by asking applicants to share their salary
expectations, but Bahn said that can have the same effect of lowering offers.

That’s why Laura Adler, assistant professor of organizational behavior at the Yale School of Management,
said it's better to have salary transparency laws that require employers to disclose salary ranges — like in
New York, Colorado, and California. Such laws are more difficult for employers to circumvent.

“The more policymakers can ground their interventions in the way companies actually run their busi-
nesses, the more effective those interventions are likely to be,” she said.

When negotiating for a new job, know you have the right to decline to share salary expectations so that
the employer opens the offer, advocates advise.

Does adversity make you stronger? Scientists say not always

By LINDSEY TANNER AP Medical Writer

There’s an old saying that adversity makes you stronger. Real life shows that’s not always true, but the
adage highlights an evolving debate among scientists about resilience.

After traumatic events and crises such as child abuse, gun violence or a pandemic, what explains why
some people bounce back, while others struggle to cope? Is it nature — genes and other inherent traits?
Or nurture — life experiences and social interactions?

Decades of research suggest both play a role, but that neither seals a person’s fate.

Although scientists use different definitions, resilience generally refers to the ability to handle severe stress.

"It involves behaviors, thoughts and actions that can be learned and developed in anyone,” according
to the American Psychological Association. That effort is harder for some people, because of genetics,
biology and life circumstances, evidence suggests.

Landmark U.S. research in the mid 1990s linked adverse childhood experiences with poor mental and
physical health in adulthood. It found that every additional adversity added to higher risks later on.

Scientists have conducted numerous studies trying to answer why some kids are more vulnerable to
those experiences than others.

California pediatrician and researcher Dr. Thomas Boyce decided to dig deeper into that question be-
cause of his own family history. He and his sister, who is two years younger, were extremely close amid
sometimes turbulent family circumstances. As they grew into adulthood, Boyce’s life seemed blessed by
good luck, while his sister sank into hardship and mental illness.

In laboratory tests, Boyce found that about 1 in 5 kids have elevated biological responses to stress. He
found signs of hyperactivity in their brains’ fight-or-flight response and in their stress hormones. Real-
world evidence showed kids like these have higher rates of physical and mental troubles when raised in
stressful family situations. But evidence also shows these hyper-sensitive kids can thrive with nurturing,
supportive parenting, Boyce says.

Ananda Amstadter, who studies traumatic stress and genetics at Virginia Commonwealth University, said
her research suggests that stress resilience is roughly half influenced by genes and half by environmental
factors. But she emphasized that many genes are likely involved; there is no single “resilience gene.”

In other studies, Duke University researchers Terrie Moffitt and Avshalom Caspi have linked variations
in genes that help regulate mood with increased risks for depression or antisocial behavior in kids who
experienced child abuse or neglect.

But “genes are not destiny,” says Dr. Dennis Charney, academic affairs president at Mount Sinai Health
System in New York, who has studied ways to overcome adversity.

Trauma can affect the development of key brain systems that regulate anxiety and fear. Psychotherapy
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and psychiatric medication can sometimes help people who've experienced severe trauma and hardship.
And Charney said a loving family, a strong network of friends and positive experiences in school can help
counterbalance the ill effects.

With an early childhood in Haiti marked by poverty and other trauma, 19-year-old Steeve Biondolillo
seems to have beat long odds.

His desperate parents sent him at age 4 to an orphanage, where he lived for three years.

"I didn't really understand what was happening,” he recalls. "I just got thrown into a big house full of
other kids.” He remembers feeling frightened and abandoned, certain he'd live there forever.

An American couple visited the orphanage and made plans to adopt him and a younger brother. But
then came Haiti's devastating 2010 earthquake, which killed more than 100,000 and decimated Haiti's
capital and nearby towns.

“All the hope that I had suddenly vanished,” Biondolillo said.

Ultimately, the adoption went through, and the family eventually moved to Idaho. Biondolillo’s new life
gave him opportunities he never dreamed of, but he says he was still haunted by “the baggage and trauma
that I had from Haiti.”

His adoptive parents got him involved in a local Boys & Girls club, a place where he and his brother could
go after school just to be kids and have fun. Biondolillo says supportive adults there gave him space to
talk about his life, so different from the other kids,” and helped him feel welcomed and loved.

Now a college sophomore majoring in social work, he envisions a career working with the needy, helping
to give back and nurture others.

It has been a journey, he says, from “scared little kid to me, proud young man with big goals and a big
future.”

Israel election: 4 things that could impact outcome

By JOSEF FEDERMAN Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli voters appear to be hopelessly deadlocked as the country heads to elections
once again on Tuesday, with opinion polls saying the race is too close to predict.

Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who governed for 12 years before he was ousted last year,
is asking voters to give him another chance, even as he stands trial on corruption charges. The current
prime minister, Yair Lapid, has billed himself as a voice of decency and unity. He hopes his brief term as
head of a caretaker government has shown voters that someone besides Netanyahu can lead the country.

In Israel’s fragmented political system, neither Netanyahu’s hard-line Likud party nor Lapid’s centrist
Yesh Atid is expected to capture enough seats in parliament to form a new government. Instead, each
hopes to secure the required 61-seat majority in the Knesset, or parliament, with the support of smaller
political allies. If neither succeeds, Israel could soon be facing another election, after already holding five
votes in under four years.

Here is a look at the factors that could swing the outcome:

TURNOUT: Both Lapid and Netanyahu need strong turnout from their bases.

Netanyahu, who appeals to poorer, religious and small-town voters with hawkish views toward the Pal-
estinians, has spent the summer touring Israel and delivering campaign speeches to adoring crowds in a
small, bulletproof truck known as the “Bibi-bus.” Lapid, popular with secular, urban voters, has built up a
formidable army of volunteers and party activists across the country.

But the real key to the election could lie with Israel’s Palestinian citizens, who make up about 20% of
the population.

Arab voters, whose communities have long suffered from poverty, neglect and discrimination, have little
enthusiasm for either candidate and turnout is expected to be low. But those who do vote tend to favor
Lapid and his allies. If Arab voters turn out in modest numbers, that could give a lift to Lapid. But if they
stay home, as opinion polls forecast, their absence could push Netanyahu to victory.

ON THE THRESHOLD: Any party that wins more than 3.25% of the vote makes it into parliament, with
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seats divided up by how many votes they capture. Over 10 parties could be elected.

Small parties that squeak past this threshold can find themselves in a powerful position to form the next
coalition. For those who fall short, their votes are wasted.

Two venerable parties in the anti-Netanyahu bloc — Labor and Meretz — are hovering near the threshold
in opinion polls. A failure by either of them to do so would be devastating for Lapid.

On the other side, “Jewish Home,” a hard-line nationalist party loyal to Netanyahu, is also struggling.
Polls indicate the party will not make it into parliament. But if it does, the Netanyahu bloc almost certainly
will win.

POTENTIAL POWER BROKERS. The far right “Religious Zionism” party has been the story of this cam-
paign. Led by openly anti-Arab and homophobic politicians, the party has burst out of the extremist fringes
of Israeli politics and is poised to emerge as one of the largest factions in parliament. It is a strong ally
of Netanyahu, and its leaders will expect a generous payout if they propel him to victory. In return, they
have indicated they will try to erase the charges against him.

On the other side, Defense Minister Benny Gantz, who leads a small, center-right party, could be critical
for a Lapid victory. If Gantz can siphon votes away from Netanyahu, he could prevent the former prime
minister from his hoped-for majority. Gantz also has good relations with Netanyahu'’s religious allies and
could potentially bring them over to Lapid’s side. That could make him a powerful player in coalition ne-
gotiations — and even position him to be a future prime minister.

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. During Lapid’s brief four-month term, Israel has fought a three-day battle
against Gaza militants, stepped up arrest raids in the occupied West Bank and reached a diplomatic agree-
ment with Lebanon over a maritime border between the enemy countries. An unexpected bout of violence
or surprising diplomatic breakthrough could all potentially sway voters at the last moment.

Climate Questions: What are the solutions to climate change?
By DANA BELTAJI Associated Press
As the world warms and extreme weather events mount, governments and corporations have been called
on to address climate change by top officials, climate scientists and activists and to curb levels of heating.
The planet’s temperature has already risen by about 1.1 degrees Celsius (2 degrees Fahrenheit) and the
effects will only get worse with every additional tenth of a degree of warming, scientists warn.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This story is part of an ongoing series answering some of the most fundamental ques-
tions around climate change, the science behind it, the effects of a warming planet and how the world is
addressing it.

Scientists and officials agree that it's important to not make matters worse by burning even more fos-
sil fuels — coal, oil and natural gas — that emit heat-trapping gases into the air. In a 2021 report, the
International Energy Agency said there can be no new investments in fossil fuels if the world wants to
reach its climate goals. The most recent report by the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change said
“immediate and deep” cuts to dirty fuels were needed.

“Our addiction to fossil fuels is pushing humanity to the brink,” said U.N. Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres at the 2021 climate conference in Glasgow, known as COP26.

The world is currently reliant on fossil fuels for much of its electricity, heating and transportation, as well
as agriculture and industry. It's hoped that cleaner alternatives — such as solar and wind energy — will
replace much of that demand. As costs of renewables plummet, more and more energy is being produced
in sustainable ways, although the total amount of energy produced globally has also gone up.

“There’s been quite a rapid uptake of renewables, but emissions are continuing to rise,” said Elizabeth
Robinson, the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment’s director. “We also
need to see overall global emissions falling, and at the moment global emissions from fossil fuels are still
increasing.”

While renewable energy sources work well for electricity production, other industries — such as cement-
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making, steel and shipping — will be harder to wean off dirty fuels. That's why experts are looking into
technologies that may be able to help these specific sectors, as well as the possibility of “green fuels,”
such as those made out of plant materials or natural waste, known as biofuels.

Newer technologies like green hydrogen, which uses renewable energy sources to make hydrogen to
use for energy, and carbon capture, which sucks carbon dioxide out of the air, are also being explored
but still come with a heavy price tag and are untested on a large scale.

Methane, a greenhouse gas that is about 25 times more effective at trapping heat than carbon dioxide
but only lasts in the atmosphere for about a dozen years, will also have to be greatly reduced. Countries
have vowed to plug methane leaks from oil wells and gas pipelines which would have immediate benefits
for curbing warming, scientists say.

Robinson also pointed to stopping deforestation and tweaking diets as solutions since forests naturally
absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Using land for agriculture, especially for livestock which also
requires vast amounts of land for grazing, means forests need to be cleared and more greenhouse gases
are emitted into the air.

“This is a very controversial area, but in most higher income countries, most people eat far more meat
than they need to,” Robinson said.

In addition to limiting climate change, humans will also need to learn how to live with some warming.
Looking at how to rein in warming while simultaneously learning to acclimate is known as “mitigation and
adaptation” in climate circles. Many officials and scientists say both are needed.

“We've got to do everything,” said Robinson. “It’s too late to say one thing’s better than the other.”

Today in History: November 1, Thomas joins Supreme Court

By The Associated Press undefined

Today in History

Today is Tuesday, Nov. 1, the 305th day of 2022. There are 60 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Nov. 1, 1991, Clarence Thomas took his place as the newest justice on the Supreme Court.

On this date:

In 1478, the Spanish Inquisition was established.

In 1512, Michelangelo’s just-completed paintings on the ceiling of the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel were
publicly unveiled by the artist’s patron, Pope Julius II.

In 1604, William Shakespeare’s tragedy “Othello” was first presented at Whitehall Palace in London.

In 1765, the Stamp Act, passed by the British Parliament, went into effect, prompting stiff resistance
from American colonists.

In 1861, during the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln named Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan General-
in-Chief of the Union armies, succeeding Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott.

In 1870, the United States Weather Bureau made its first meteorological observations.

In 1936, in a speech in Milan, Italy, Benito Mussolini described the alliance between his country and Nazi
Germany as an “axis” running between Rome and Berlin.

In 1950, two Puerto Rican nationalists tried to force their way into Blair House in Washington, D.C., in a
failed attempt to assassinate President Harry S. Truman. (One of the pair was killed, along with a White
House police officer.)

In 1952, the United States exploded the first hydrogen bomb, code-named “Ivy Mike,” at Enewetak (en-
ih-WEE-tahk) Atoll in the Marshall Islands.

In 1989, East Germany reopened its border with Czechoslovakia, prompting tens of thousands of refu-
gees to flee to the West.

In 1995, Bosnia peace talks opened in Dayton, Ohio, with the leaders of Bosnia, Serbia and Croatia present.

In 2007, less than a week after workers ratified a new contract, Chrysler announced 12,000 job cuts, or
about 15 percent of its work force.
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Ten years ago: Israel, lifting a nearly 25-year veil of secrecy, acknowledged it had killed Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat’s deputy in a 1988 raid in Tunisia. (Khalil al-Wazir, who was better known by his nom de
guerre Abu Jihad, founded Fatah, the dominant faction in the Palestine Liberation Organization.)

Five years ago: Federal prosecutors brought terrorism charges against the man accused in the Manhat-
tan truck rampage a day earlier that left eight people dead; prosecutors said Sayfullo Saipov had asked
to display the Islamic State group’s flag in the hospital room where he was recovering from police gun-
fire. President Donald Trump tweeted that the suspect in the truck attack should get the death penalty.
Prompting celebrations in a city still recovering from Hurricane Harvey, the Houston Astros won their first
World Series championship, beating the Dodgers 5-1 in Game 7 in Los Angeles.

One year ago: The global death toll from COVID-19 topped 5 million, as tallied by Johns Hopkins University.
About 9,000 New York City municipal workers were put on unpaid leave for refusing to comply with a new
COVID-19 vaccine mandate, and thousands of city firefighters called out sick in an apparent protest over
the requirement. Real estate scion Robert Durst was indicted on a murder charge in the disappearance of
his first wife nearly four decades earlier; he was already serving a life sentence for killing a confidante who
helped cover up that slaying. (Durst died in January 2022.) At a U.N. summit in Scotland, President Joe
Biden apologized for former President Donald Trump’s decision to leave the Paris climate change agree-
ment, and for the role that the U.S. and other wealthy countries played in contributing to climate change.

Today’s Birthdays: World Golf Hall of Famer Gary Player is 87. Country singer Bill Anderson is 85. Ac-
tor Barbara Bosson is 83. Actor Robert Foxworth is 81. Country singer-humorist Kinky Friedman is 78.
Actor Jeannie Berlin is 73. Music producer David Foster is 73. Actor Belita Moreno is 73. Country singer-
songwriter-producer Keith Stegall is 68. Country singer Lyle Lovett is 65. Actor Rachel Ticotin is 64. Apple
CEO Tim Cook is 62. Actor Helene Udy is 61. Pop singer-musician Mags Furuholmen (a-ha) 60. Rock singer
Anthony Kiedis (Red Hot Chili Peppers) is 60. Rock musician Rick Allen (Def Leppard) is 59. Country singer
“Big Kenny” Alphin (Big and Rich) is 59. Singer Sophie B. Hawkins is 58. Rapper Willie D (Geto Boys) is
56. Country musician Dale Wallace (Emerson Drive) is 53. Actor Toni Collette is 50. Actor-talk show host
Jenny McCarthy is 50. Actor David Berman is 49. Actor Aishwarya Rai (ash-WAHR-ee-ah reye) is 49. Rock
singer Bo Bice is 47. Actor Matt Jones is 41. Actor Natalia Tena is 38. Actor Penn Badgley is 36. Actor Max
Burkholder is 25. Actor-musician Alex Wolff is 25.




