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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Groton Community Calendar
Saturday, Oct. 29
UMC: Charge Conference in Groton, 6:30 p.m.
Common Cents Community Thrift Store, 10 a.m. 

to 1 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 30
Groton CM&A: Sunday School at 9:15 a.m., Wor-

ship Service at 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s worship,  9 a.m.; Zion Lutheran worship, 

11 a.m.; Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship with communion, 

Milestones for JK and K, 9 a.m.; Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m.; Choir, 7 p.m.

UMC: Conde Worship, 8:30 a.m.; coffee hour, 9:30 
a.m.; Groton worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School 
after children’s sermon during worship.

Monday, Oct. 31
Senior Menu: Chicken fried steak, mashed pota-

toes with gravy, corn, chocolate cake, fruit, whole 
wheat bread.

School Breakfast: Egg bake.
School Lunch: Chicken legs, mashed potatoes.
Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm
United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
Emmanuel Lutheran Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.
The Pantry, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

1- Upcoming Events
2- Larson interns for Shaun Wanner
3- Wolves Stun the No. 4 Bulldogs from Wachs 

Arena
4- South Dakota Average Gas Prices
5-Drought Monitor
6- SD News Watch: Push for greater Native Ameri-

can voting access could impact South Dakota race 
for governor

10- Weather Pages
14- Daily Devotional
15- 2022 Community Events
16- Subscription Form
17- News from the Associated Press
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Tate Larson, son of David and Joy Larson, is 
an intern for social science educator and football 
coach, Mr. Shaun Wanner. “I check some papers 
for him, do his photocopying, but also help Nicolás 
Fernández, the Spanish foreign exchange student,” 
Larson listed. 

“Helping Nico, as he is called, is actually the hard-
est part of this job,” he smiled. “I sometimes have 
to ask him to repeat himself a few times before I 
really understand.”

“I asked Mr. Wanner if I could serve as his intern 
because he is my football coach and get along with 
him really well,” Larson explained. “That’s the easiest 
part of this internship, talking to Coach Wanner and 
others about football and the next game!”

“I also participate in basketball, baseball, track, and 
golf,” he said. “I enjoy playing a variety of sports 
and am planning to go into a sports-related field 
following high school graduation.”

“I’m thinking about getting a degree in Kinesiol-
ogy, the study of the body’s movement,” Larson 
said. “I’d like to help people recover their mobility 
and improve their lives through exercise. To get 
this degree I’d attend either the University of South 
Dakota or South Dakota State University.” 

- Dorene Nelson

Larson interns for Shaun Wanner
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Wolves Stun the No. 4 Bulldogs from Wachs Arena

Aberdeen, S.D. – The Northern State University volleyball hosted No. 4 Minnesota Duluth and upset the 
Bulldogs from Wachs Arena. NSU handed UMD just their third loss of the 2022 season.

 
THE QUICK DETAILS
Final Score: NSU 3, UMD 0
Records: NSU 16-9 (11-6 NSIC), UMD 22-3 (14-3 NSIC)
Attendance: 1438
 
HOW IT HAPPENED
·         The Wolves secured the win with set scores of 25-21, 25-17, and 25-17
·         Northern hit a match high .393 and held Duluth to a .125 attack percentage
·         In addition, NSU recorded a match leading 43 kills, 39 assists, and ten blocks, as well as 33 digs 

and four aces
·         The Wolves offense suffered just eight hitting errors in the contest and saw four players hit 

above .300
·         The net defense was led by Cara Cyr with five blocks, leading four total Wolves with three or more
·         The win is Northern’s second top-25 defeat of the season and first over a top-10 foe since their 

November 5, 2021 victory over No. 10 Concordia-St. Paul
 
NORTHERN STATE STATISTICAL STANDOUTS
·         Taylor Buckley: 12 kills, .417 attack%, 6 digs, 2 blocks
·         Sally Gaul: 12 kills, .333 attack%, 10 digs, 3 blocks
·         Hanna Thompson: 10 kills, .563 attack%
·         Keri Walker: 35 assists, 6 digs, 4 blocks, 2 kills
·         Madison Langlie: 9 digs, 2 aces
 
UP NEXT
Northern returns to action for the final regular season home match of 2022 today. The Wolves will face 

St. Cloud State at 5 p.m. on Senior Night. 
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 Regular Mid-Grade Premium Diesel
Current Avg. $3.675 $3.864 $4.343 $5.233
Yesterday Avg. $3.699 $3.857 $4.347 $5.236
Week Ago Avg. $3.736 $3.929 $4.396 $5.241
Month Ago Avg. $3.694 $3.845 $4.285 $4.644
Year Ago Avg. $3.321 $3.423 $3.767 $3.516

South Dakota Average Gas Prices

This Week

Last Week
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Drought Monitor

Above-normal temperatures, below-normal precipitation, and periods high winds resulted in degrada-
tions to ongoing D1 (moderate) to D4 (exceptional) drought across the Central Plains, east of the Front 
Range. Stock ponds for cattle remain low to non-existent and pastures are providing marginal feed, with 
supplemental feed required for many. Conversely, the storm system that moved across the Intermoun-
tain West during the weekend dropped heavy precipitation across the higher elevations of Wyoming and 
Colorado and parts of the Northern High Plains from Montana eastward to North Dakota. Unfortunately, 
even though several areas experienced in excess of 1 inch of precipitation (greater than 1.5 inches for 
many locations across the Northern High Plains), short to long-term drought indicators did not show many 
signs of improvement by Tuesday, October 25. Only surface soil moisture showed some improvement, 
with sparse 7-day average stream flows also improving, corroborated by ground reports. As such, given 
the lack of response in the indicators, much of the Northern High Plains remain unchanged this week.

October 18October 25
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Push for greater Native American voting access could impact 
South Dakota race for governor

Stu Whitney
South Dakota News Watch

Attendees fill out voter registration forms 
while their families wait with them at the 
Oceti Vote Fest in Rapid City on Oct. 22, an 
event to foster greater voter registration 
and involvement in Indian Country in South 
Dakota. Photo: Courtesy Lakota People’s Law Project

A recent court ruling that found South Dakota vio-
lated federal voting registration laws has reignited 
the long-standing concern over Native American 
ballot access as the state braces for a 2022 guber-
natorial election that could hinge on Indian Country 
precincts.

In a state with nearly 78,000 Indigenous residents, 
comprising 8.8% of the population, advocates of 
greater Native enfranchisement have worked to 
enlist new voters in areas such as the Pine Ridge 
and Rosebud reservations that lean left-of-center 
politically.

“If we start voting, we’re going to be respected,” 
said Chase Iron Eyes of the Lakota People’s Law 
Project, whose group held an Oceti Vote Fest in 
Rapid City on Oct. 22-23 featuring a basketball tour-
nament and concert, with staffers on hand to help 
people with registration forms. “If we don’t vote, 
we don’t matter.”

These efforts come as Republican Gov. Kristi 
Noem seeks re-election Nov. 8 against Democratic 
challenger Jamie Smith, a race that a South Dakota 
State University poll conducted in late September 

and early October showed as within the margin of error.
It’s also a time of increased focus on voting rights and election security, partly influenced by former 

president Donald Trump’s refusal to concede the 2020 election despite no evidence of widespread electoral 
fraud. Heavily Democratic counties such as Oglala Lakota (home of the Pine Ridge reservation) and Todd 
(home to the Rosebud reservation) can loom large in close statewide elections and voting practices there 
have also been scrutinized by supporters of the Republican-dominated status quo.

South Dakota Secretary of State Steve Barnett pointed to a tug-of-war between making it easy for eli-
gible citizens to vote while ensuring that nobody tries to subvert the system through the absentee ballot 
or voter registration process.

Nationally, 34% of voting-age American Indians and Alaska Natives are not registered to vote, compared 
with 26.5% of non-Hispanic whites, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Low turnout is also a concern: 
Oglala Lakota (41%) and Todd (55%) lagged well behind the statewide turnout of 74% for the 2020 gen-
eral election.

Reasons for Indigenous non-participation in elections range from cultural and language barriers to so-
cioeconomic realities and geographical challenges, such as long driving distances to the nearest polling 
site. For many reservation residents, the registration and voting process is complicated by not having a 
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traditional street address, home mail delivery or 
broadband.

Barnett noted that there are several absentee vot-
ing satellite sites in reservation communities such 
as Eagle Butte, Wanblee and Mission, the result of 
legal battles between Native advocacy groups and 
past secretaries of state. Lawsuits have been filed 
accusing state officials of ignoring federal voting 
rights laws and in some cases pushing for more 
restrictive policies that disproportionately affect 
minority or low-income residents.

In May of 2022, a federal judge agreed with the 
Rosebud Sioux and Oglala Sioux tribes that South 
Dakota had violated portions of the National Voter 
Registration Act (NVRA), which was signed by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton in 1993 and took effect in 1995. 
The law requires state officials to provide voter 
registration information and guidance to eligible 
voters when they renew their driver’s license at the 
Department of Motor Vehicles or when receiving 
public assistance (such as food stamps or Medicaid) 
at the Department of Social Services and other state 
agencies.

U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson waves to support-
ers at a Sioux Falls rally after claiming vic-
tory in his 2002 Senate race against John 
Thune. Johnson was declared the winner by 
524 votes after late vote totals came in from 
Oglala Lakota County, formerly Shannon 
County. Photo: Courtesy Argus Leader

In representing the tribes, the Native American Rights Fund produced data showing that the amount of 
voter registration applications processed through South Dakota public assistance agencies decreased by 
57% from 2004 to 2018, from 7,000 applications down to 2,981. The lawsuit also accused Department of 
Public Safety officials of not properly transmitting voter registration forms to county auditors in some cases.

“It was not a priority, to say the least, and the extent to which it was not a priority suggests a level of 
voter suppression,” said Samantha Kelty, a Washington D.C.-based attorney with the Native American 
Rights Fund. 

Judge Lawrence Piersol granted a summary judgment saying the tribes had “supported their claims of 
improper implementation of the NVRA by the Secretary of State, Department of Public Safety, and Depart-
ment of Social Services,” adding that Barnett as the chief elections officer “contributed to these failings 
through inadequate training and oversight.”

As part of the settlement reached in September 2022, Barnett said his office designated Suzanne Wetz 
as state NVRA coordinator to oversee the training and oversight process, which includes public reporting 
of voter registration data. The state has also changed the wording on driver’s license applications so that 
the form requires a person  to opt out of the voter registration process, rather than require them to opt in.

Barnett said he has had to remind legislators during session that state laws running counter to federal 
provisions put the state at risk of lawsuits such as the one brought by the Oglala and Rosebud tribes. Ly-
man County was ordered by a federal judge in August of 2022 to work with the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe to 
change the county commission election process, which used an at-large system that denied representation 
by diluting the vote of the county’s 38% Native population.

“We play a lot of defense during session, basically telling legislators, ‘Pass all the state laws you want, but 
make sure they comply (with the NVRA),’” said Barnett, who was defeated for the 2022 GOP nomination 
by Monae Johnson. “Our goal is to provide reasonable access and make it hard to cheat, but it’s tough to 
please everybody. It would be nice to take the politics out of it.”

That’s hard to do when the Native American vote has been instrumental in races such as Democrat Tim 
Johnson’s U.S. Senate win over then-Congressman John Thune in 2002, the result of registration drives 
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and get-out-the-vote efforts in reservation counties.

Supporters of greater ballot access insist that 
giving all citizens an opportunity to engage in the 
democratic process is not a partisan endeavor.

“We don’t care how Native Americans vote, we 
just want them to be able to vote, and we work 
across the country to make that happen,” said Kelty. 
“Native Americans are not a monolith. Every tribe is 
different, and every individual is different.”

Reservation vote helps elect a 
senator

In the early-morning hours of Nov. 6, 2002, with 
results of his Senate race against Thune too close 
to call, Tim Johnson went to bed.

“It was sort of that classic Norwegian stereotype 
where he said, ‘There’s nothing I can do about it now 
– I might as well get some sleep,’” Drey Samuelson, 
Johnson’s longtime chief of staff, told News Watch. 
“I wasn’t quite so calm. I think I slept for about five 
minutes in my chair.”

Chase Iron Eyes of the Lakota People’s Law 
Project checks in at a voter outreach phone 
bank on the Standing Rock Indian Reserva-
tion in October 2020. Photo: Courtesy Lakota People’s Law 

Project

Samuelson knew things were going to be tight. Johnson, a Vermillion-raised Democrat elected to the 
Senate in 1996, was fending off a challenge from the fast-rising Republican Thune, with internal polls the 
week of the election showing Johnson up by less than a percentage point.

At campaign headquarters in Sioux Falls on election night, some staffers shed tears as Thune held a lead 
for much of the night. But Samuelson knew that late returns from Shannon County (now Oglala Lakota 
County) could push his boss over the top.

“We worked the reservations really hard and were winning the Native vote by about 90 to 95% across 
the state,” Samuelson said. “I knew how many votes were still out there from Pine Ridge and figured we 
would win about the same percentage (among Native voters) that we had won elsewhere. While everyone 
else was freaking out, I was saying, ‘I think we’re going to win this thing.’”

The final tallies from Oglala Lakota County, traditionally among the last to report because it lacks an 
administrative center and has ballots processed in adjacent Fall River County, showed that Johnson won 
92% of the county vote, giving him a statewide winning margin of 524 votes when the counting finally 
ended around 9 a.m.

The groundwork was laid long before the election, as grassroots organizer O.J. Semans and his Four 
Directions advocacy group focused on voter registration drives on the reservation. Oglala Lakota registra-
tion totals jumped 50% from 2000 to 2004 (5,338 to 7,984) while Todd County rose 44% (3,923 to 5,664) 
during that period.

Thune conceded the race about a week after the election and opted not to seek a recount, saying such 
a process would be “painful for the state.” Other state Republicans pointed to potentially fraudulent activity 
surrounding absentee ballot applications and the payment of “bounty hunters” to register people on the 
reservation. Those allegations led to two prosecutions and one conviction – a Rapid City man who said he 
was paid by the United Sioux Tribes while on work release from the Pennington County Jail to fill out voter 
registration cards, something he and his friends did by copying names from the phone book. He pleaded 
guilty to possession of a forged instrument and was sentenced to six months in jail.

Mark Barnett, the state attorney general at the time, dismissed many of the fraud allegations as politi-
cally motivated. Asked by the Rapid City Journal in 2004 about complaints that Democrats were keeping 
track of voter rolls to determine who needed to be brought to the polls, Barnett said: “That’s not a crime. 
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That’s a lesson plan.”

The narrative of Johnon’s 2002 triumph being fueled by Native turnout provided leverage for Indigenous 
voters. Thune made numerous trips to reservations during his 2004 Senate race against Democratic Mi-
nority Leader Tom Daschle, modestly increasing his vote percentage in Oglala Lakota County from 8% in 
2002 to 13% in defeating Daschle in 2004.

One of the most significant breakthroughs came from Republican George S. Mickelson, who received 
21% of the Oglala Lakota County vote when first elected governor in 1986. Mickelson won the county 
with 59% four years later after making reconciliation with the state’s Indigenous community one of the 
hallmarks of his administration.

Registering Native voters still a challenge
Jamie Smith has made several trips to Oglala Lakota County during his campaign, including an Oct. 11 

reservation swing through Pine Ridge, Porcupine and Kyle with state legislators Red Dawn Foster and Peri 
Pourier.

Gov. Noem’s spokesperson, Ian Fury, didn’t respond to a request for information about Native outreach 
efforts made during her re-election campaign. In Noem’s 2018 race against Democrat Billie Sutton, she 
received just 214 votes (7%) in Oglala Lakota County, the lowest percentage for a major-party gubernato-
rial candidate in the county in at least 40 years.

Noem, who vowed to prioritize Native relations during her campaign for governor, alienated Indigenous 
leaders while in office by cracking down on potential Keystone XL pipeline protests, leading the Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Council to temporarily ban her from the Pine Ridge Reservation.

Relations worsened in the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, when the governor engaged in a 
legal standoff with tribal officials over their use of roadside checkpoints to try to control the spread of the 
coronavirus on reservations.

“If you were on Pine Ridge at the time, you would have seen 1,000 people from traditional warrior societies 
arm themselves to the teeth and to go to every checkpoint to make sure that our territorial integrity was 
not violated,” said Iron Eyes, who ran unsuccessfully for a North Dakota U.S. House seat as a Democrat 
in 2016, garnering 24% of the vote.

The battleground has shifted in many respects to conflicts over the rights of Native residents to be 
counted, quite literally in the case of the 2020 census survey. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that Na-
tive Americans living on reservations were undercounted by 5.6% nationally, continuing a trend from 2010, 
when the estimate was 4.9%. Census data helps determine formulas for funding distribution, legislative 
districts and policy decisions.

Many states used federal COVID funds to promote awareness of the census and help reach hard-to-count 
populations during the pandemic. South Dakota did not, despite an estimated 1.4% statewide undercount 
in 2010. Noem was criticized by tribal officials for waiting until September of 2020 to form a statewide 
Complete Count Committee with outreach to Native communities, just weeks before the deadline to re-
spond to the census survey.

“South Dakota could very easily be a leader in championing Native American voting rights across the 
board, and that’s not happening,” Kelty said.

— This article was produced by South Dakota News 
Watch, a non-profit journalism organization located online 
at SDNewsWatch.org.

ABOUT STU WHITNEY
Stu Whitney is an inves-

tigative reporter for South 
Dakota News Watch. A resi-
dent of Sioux Falls, Whitney 
is an award-winning re-
porter, editor and novelist 
with more than 30 years of 
experience in journalism.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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There is nothing spooky about this forecast…unless you think above average temperatures are scary. A 
weak trough is going to make its way across the region today, but the resulting wind switch is not expected 
to make much of an impact on temperatures. Highs today will be in the 60s with warmer temperatures 
along the SD/MN border.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 65 °F at 4:32 PM
Low Temp: 37 °F at 8:11 AM
Wind: 22 mph at 3:21 PM
Precip: : 0.00 

Day length: 10 hours, 19 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High:  79 in 1937  
Record Low:  -5 in 1925
Average High: 52°F
Average Low: 27°F
Average Precip in Oct.: 2.05
Precip to date in Oct.: 0.45
Average Precip to date: 20.38
Precip Year to Date: 16.50
Sunset Tonight: 6:25:43 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:07:51 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
October 29, 1925: Record cold occurred across the area on this date in 1925. The record lows were 9 at 

Wheaton, Minnesota, 2 degrees below zero at Watertown, 5 degrees below zero at Aberdeen, 7 degrees 
below zero southeast of McInstosh, and a frigid late October 19 degrees below zero at Kennebec.

1693: From the Royal Society of London: “There happened a most violent storm in Virginia which stopped 
the course of ancient channels and made some where there never were any.” Known as the Accomack 
Storm, this event likely caused changes to the Delmarva shoreline, and coastal inlets.

1917 - The temperature at Denver, CO, dipped to zero, and at Soda Butte, WY, the mercury plunged to 
33 degrees below zero, a U.S. record for the month of October. (David Ludlum)

1942 - A tornado struck the town of Berryville in northwest Arkansas killing 20 persons and causing half 
a million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)

1948: An historic smog event occurred in the town of Donora, Pennsylvania. The smog killed 20 people 
and sickened 7,000 more.

1956 - A violent tornado, or series of tornadoes, moved along a path more than 100 miles in length from 
south of North Platte NE into Rock County NE. It was an unusually late occurence so far north and west 
in the U.S. for such a storm. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Severe thunderstorms in Arizona produced wind gusts to 86 mph at the Glendale Airport near 
Phoenix, baseball size hail and 70 mph winds at Wickenburg, and up to an inch of rain in fifteen minutes 
in Yavapai County and northwest Maricopa County. Arizona Public Service alone reported 2.5 million dollars 
damage from the storms. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Wintry weather prevailed in the Upper Midwest. South Bend, IN, equalled their record for Octo-
ber with a morning low of 23 degrees. International Falls MN reported a record low of 11 degrees in the 
morning, then dipped down to 8 degrees above zero late in the evening. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms developing along a cold front produced severe weather in Oklahoma and north 
central Texas during the late afternoon and evening hours. Thunderstorms in Oklahoma produced weak 
tornadoes near Snyder and Davidson, and produced hail two inches in diameter at Altus. Large hail damaged 
60 to 80 percent of the cotton crop in Tillman County OK. Nine cities in the northeastern U.S. reported 
record high temperatures for the date as readings warmed into the 70s. For Marquette MI it marked their 
fifth straight day of record warmth. Arctic cold invaded the western U.S. Lows of 7 degrees at Alamosa 
CO and 9 degrees at Elko NV were records for the date. (The National Weather Summary)

2011 - New York City received one inch of snow, the earliest they had received that much snow since 
records began. It was also only the fourth times since the Civil War snow had fallen in New York City in 
October. The storm also left over three million people without power including 62% of the customers of 
Connecticut Light and Power.
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IT GOES IN A CIRCLE
Few events in life are as precious as the arrival of a grandchild. They bring new life to aging parents and 

hope for the future. They all develop their own individual ways and unusual habits that are endearing and 
worth tucking away in “memory banks” for future moments. Memories like the names they give us to get 
our attention, their favorite blankets they cannot live without, or the huge number of stuffed animals they 
can carry from one place to another without dropping a single one of them are some of mine.

Solomon said it well: “Children’s children are a splendor to the aged, and parents are the pride of their 
children.” The inestimable joy that comes with a grandchild is difficult to explain. It is indeed like a burst 
of splendor that produces pride that is difficult to diminish no matter what happens.

But there seems to be a circle in this verse that we must not overlook. With all of the pleasurable mo-
ments we enjoy with our grandchildren, there comes tremendous responsibility. It is in the second sec-
tion of this verse: “parents are the pride of their children.” Here, Solomon sets a stake in the ground that 
indicts parents. He insists that we must recognize and accept the responsibility that we who are parents 
have to God.

To have an honorable grandchild the grandparent is responsible to have been a model parent. This does 
not imply that parents are to be perfect. That’s not possible. But it does mean that the grandchild’s parents 
were well mentored by parents who honored God in all things.

Prayer: Father, every parent wants to be a parent that pleases You. Forgive our failures and open our 
minds and hearts and help us to follow Your example. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Children’s children are a splendor to the aged, and parents are the pride of their 
children. Proverbs 17:6

We all need the encouragement, comfort, and peace that comes through God’s grace. Our daily devotion-
als, known as Seeds of Hope, have been a means through which thousands of people have experienced 
this grace. Each devotional comes from God’s Word and we pray this good “seed” finds good soil in your 
heart. Our aim is that the Seeds of Hope will be a great source of daily encouragement to you and that 
God will use them to draw you near to Him
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2022-23 Community Events

07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/11/2022: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/13/2022: Snow Queen Contest
11/19/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Friday:
Mega Millions
04-18-31-53-69, Mega Ball: 7, Megaplier: 2
(four, eighteen, thirty-one, fifty-three, sixty-nine; Mega Ball: seven; Megaplier: two)
Estimated jackpot: $87,000,000
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: 800,000,000

EXPLAINER: Drag queens and how they got pulled into politics
By JEFF McMILLAN Associated Press
Lately, drag has been dragged through the mud.
The art form has been cast in a false light in recent months by right-wing activists and politicians who 

complain about the “sexualization” or “grooming” of children. Opponents often coordinate protests at drag 
events that feature or cater to children, sometimes showing up with guns. Some politicians have proposed 
banning children from drag events and even criminally charging parents who take their kids to one.

Performers and organizers of events, such as story hours in which colorfully clad drag queens read books 
to children, say the protesters are the ones terrorizing and harming children and making them political 
pawns — just as they’ve done in other campaigns around bathroom access and educational materials.

The recent headlines about disruptions of drag events and their portrayal as sexual and harmful to chil-
dren can obscure the art form and its rich history.

WHAT IS DRAG?
Drag is the art of dressing and acting exaggeratedly as another gender, usually for entertainment such 

as comedy, singing, dancing, lip-syncing or all of the above.
Drag may trace its roots to the age of William Shakespeare, when female roles were performed by men. 

The origin of the term is debated, but one possibility is that it was coined after someone noticed the dresses 
or petticoats that male actors wore onstage would drag along the floor. Another casts it as an acronym — 
an unproven notion that notes in scripts would use “DRAG” to indicate the actor should “dress as a girl.”

Drag performances could later be seen on the vaudeville circuit and during the Harlem Renaissance. 
They became a mainstay at gay bars throughout the 20th century, and remain so.

RuPaul took things a step further with his reality-competition show “RuPaul’s Drag Race,” which became 
an award-winning hit and allowed drag to explode in popularity — and into the mainstream.

IS DRAG SEXUAL?
Many drag opponents cite nudity in their objections. Every performer makes different choices, but drag 

queens often wear more, not less, clothing than you’d see on a typical American woman of the 21st cen-
tury, at a public beach or on network TV.

Their costumes tend toward extravagant, sometimes floor-length gowns. Drag queens may use false 
breasts, wear sheer costumes, and use makeup or other means to show cleavage and appear exaggerat-
edly feminine.

The difference, performers note, is that opponents of drag see sexual deviance in the cross-dressing 
aspect.

Drag does not typically involve nudity or stripping, which are more common in burlesque, a separate 
form of entertainment. Explicitly sexual and profane language is common in performances meant for 
adult audiences. Such routines can consist of stand-up comedy that may be raunchy — or may pale in 
comparison with some mainstream comedians.

News from the
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SHOULD CHILDREN SEE OR DRESS IN DRAG?
It’s up to parents and guardians to decide that, just as they decide whether their children should be 

exposed to or participate in certain music, television, movies, beauty pageants, concerts or other forms 
of entertainment, parenting experts say.

Performances in nightclubs and brunches meant for adults may not be suitable for children, while other 
events, such as drag story hours, are tailored for children and therefore contain milder language and dress.

Drag performers and the venues that book them generally either don’t allow children if a performance 
has risque content, or else require children to be accompanied by a parent or guardian — basically, how 
R-rated movies are handled by theaters.

Drag story hours, in which performers read to children in libraries, bookstores or other venues, have 
become popular in recent years. The events use a captivating character to get their child’s attention — any 
parent whose kid can’t take their eyes off Elsa from “Frozen” gets the idea. The difference here is that 
the goal is to get kids interested in reading.

Some children have performed drag at age-appropriate events. One 11-year-old who dons a princess 
dress and tiara was scheduled recently to perform at a story and singing event at an Oregon pub — but 
was downgraded to “guest of honor” after protests outside broke out into fighting.

“Part of keeping our children safe is allowing them to be children, to be playful, to take risks, and to be 
silly, without it necessarily meaning anything deeper or more permanent,” says Amber Trueblood, a family 
therapist. “Many parents are OK with children dressing as assassins, evil villains or grim reapers, yet they 
seldom take the costume choice to mean anything more than playful and fun.”

THREATS AND ‘GROOMING’
Opponents of drag story hours and other drag events for audiences of children often claim they “groom” 

children, implying attempts to sexually abuse them or somehow influence their sexual orientation or gen-
der identity.

The term “grooming” in a sexual sense describes how child molesters entrap and abuse their victims. Its 
use by opponents of drag, as well as by protesters in other realms of LGBTQ opposition, seeks to falsely 
equate it with pedophilia and other forms of child abuse.

Perpetrators of the false rhetoric can then cast themselves as saviors of children and try to frame anyone 
who disagrees — a political opponent, for example — as taking the side of child abusers.

The objections are often religious in nature, with some opponents citing the devil at work. Threats to 
drag events, and story hours in particular, have increased along with the rhetoric. In addition to the protest 
in Oregon that failed to suppress one such event, organizers of a recent one in Florida did cancel theirs 
after what they said were threats from hate groups.

The threats are likely an attempt to scare parents into not taking their children to such events, leading 
them to fizzle out and push drag back into the closet, observers say. Some organizers, parents and per-
formers have dug in their heels, insisting they won’t cave.

In another tactic to discourage attendance, drag opponents have been known to attend performances, 
take and post a video that lacks context, and then troll or “dox” the performer or venue.

One such video clip showed a profane drag act in front of a young child and framed it as abuse — though 
the child was with adults and the venue had advised attendees about coarse content, suggested parental 
discretion and required any children to be accompanied by parents.

Other undermining efforts include a false claim that a performer flashed children at a Minnesota library 
and another false claim that the head of the Drag Queen Story Hour organization was arrested for child 
pornography.

Despite some opponents’ claims, drag cannot “turn” a child gay or transgender, although its playful use 
of gender may be reassuring to kids who are already questioning their identity. That way, therapist Joe 
Kort wrote in a blog post in Psychology Today, gender-nonconforming kids can have “other templates as 
they begin to sort out their feelings about who they authentically are.”
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50 dead, dozens feared missing as storm lashes Philippines

By JIM GOMEZ Associated Press
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Flash floods and landslides set off by torrential rains left at least 50 people 

dead, including in a hard-hit southern Philippine province, where as many as 60 villagers are feared miss-
ing and buried in a huge mudslide laden with rocks, trees and debris, officials said Saturday.

At least 42 people were swept away by rampaging floodwaters and drowned or were hit by debris-filled 
mudslides in three towns in Maguindanao province from Thursday night to early Friday, said Naguib Si-
narimbo, the interior minister for a five-province Muslim autonomous region governed by former separatist 
guerrillas.

Eight other people died elsewhere in the country from the onslaught of Tropical Storm Nalgae, which 
slammed into the eastern province of Camarines Sur early Saturday, the government’s disaster response 
agency said.

But the worst storm impact so far was a mudslide that buried dozens of houses with as many as 60 
people in the tribal village of Kusiong in Maguindanao’s Datu Odin Sinsuat town, Sinarimbo told The Associ-
ated Press by telephone, citing accounts from Kusiong villagers who survived the flash flood and mudslide.

Army Lt. Col. Dennis Almorato, who went to the mudslide-hit community Saturday, said the muddy deluge 
buried about 60 rural houses in about 5 hectares (12 acres) section of the community. He gave no estimate 
of how many villagers may have been buried in the mudslide, which he described as “overwhelming.”

At least 13 bodies, mostly of children, were dug up Friday and Saturday by rescuers in Kusiong, Sinarimbo 
said.

“That community will be our ground zero today,” he said, adding that heavy equipment and more rescue 
workers had been deployed to intensify the search and rescue work.

“It was hit by torrents of rainwater with mud, rocks and trees that washed out houses,” Sinarimbo said.
The coastal village, which lies at the foot of a mountain, is accessible by road, allowing more rescuers 

to be deployed Saturday to deal with one of the worst weather-related disasters to hit the country’s south 
in decades, he said.

Citing reports from mayors, governors and disaster-response officials, Sinarimbo said 27 died mostly by 
drowning and landslides in Datu Odin Sinsuat town, 10 in Datu Blah Sinsuat town and five in Upi town, all 
in Maguindanao.

An official death count of 67 in Maguindanao on Friday night was recalled by authorities after discovering 
some double-counting of casualties.

The unusually heavy rains flooded several towns in Maguindanao and outlying provinces in a mountain-
ous region with marshy plains, which become like a catch basin in a downpour. Floodwaters rapidly rose 
in many low-lying villages, forcing some residents to climb onto their roofs, where they were rescued by 
army troops, police and volunteers, Sinarimbo said.

The coast guard issued pictures of its rescuers wading in chest-high, brownish floodwaters to rescue 
the elderly and children in Maguindanao. Many of the swamped areas had not been flooded for years, 
including Cotabato city where Sinarimbo said his house was inundated.

The stormy weather in a large swath of the country prompted the coast guard to prohibit sea travel in 
dangerously rough seas as millions of Filipinos planned to travel over a long weekend for visits to relatives’ 
tombs and for family reunions on All Saints’ Day in the largely Roman Catholic nation. Several domestic 
flights have also been canceled, stranding thousands of passengers.

The wide rain bands of Nalgae, the 16th storm to hit the Philippine archipelago this year, enabled it to 
dump rain in the country’s south even though the storm was blowing farther north, government forecaster 
Sam Duran said.

The storm was battering Laguna province Saturday night with sustained winds of 95 kilometers (59 miles) 
per hour and gusts of up to 160 kph (99 mph) and moving northwestward — just south of the densely 
populated capital Manila, which had been forecast for a direct hit until the storm turned.

More than 158,000 people in several provinces were protectively evacuated away from the path of the 
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storm, officials said.

About 20 typhoons and storms batter the Philippine archipelago each year. It is located on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire,” a region along most of the Pacific Ocean rim where many volcanic eruptions and earthquakes 
occur, making the nation one of the world’s most disaster-prone.

Russians said to be clearing Ukrainian region’s hospitals
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russian troops moved large numbers of sick and wounded comrades from hospitals 

in southern Ukraine’s Kherson region, Ukrainian military officials reported Saturday as their forces fought 
to retake a province overrun by invading soldiers early in the war.

Kremlin-installed authorities in the mostly Russian-occupied region previously urged civilians to leave the 
city of Kherson, the region’s capital. The Moscow-appointed authorities in Kherson also were reported to 
have abandoned the city, joining tens of thousands of residents who fled to other Russia-held areas ahead 
of an expected advance by Ukrainian forces.

“The so-called evacuation of invaders from the temporarily occupied territory of the Kherson region, 
including from medical institutions, continues,” the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said in a 
morning update. “All equipment and medicines are being removed from Kherson hospitals,” the update said.

The military’s claims could not be independently verified. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
in a nightly video address Friday that the Russians were “dismantling the entire health care system” in 
Kherson and other occupied areas.

“The occupiers have decided to close medical institutions in the cities, take away equipment, ambulances. 
just everything,” Zelenskyy said. “They put pressure on the doctors who still remained in the occupied 
areas for them to move to the territory of Russia.”

Kherson is one of four regions of Ukraine that Russian President Vladimir Putin illegally annexed last 
month and where he subsequently declared martial law. The others are Donetsk, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia.

As Kyiv’s forces sought gains in the south, Russia kept up shelling and missile attacks in the country’s 
east, Ukrainian authorities said Saturday. Three civilians died in the last day and eight more were wounded 
in the Donetsk region, which has again become a front-line hotspot as Russian soldiers try to capture the 
city of Bakhmut.

Western analysts have long identified Bakhmut as an important target in Russia’s stalled eastern offen-
sive. Capturing Bakhmut would pave the way for Moscow’s forces to threaten Sloviansk and Kramatorsk, 
the two largest Ukrainian-held cities remaining in the long-embattled Donbas region.

Donetsk and neighboring Luhansk province make up the Donbas. Pro-Russia separatists have controlled 
parts of both provinces since 2014.

In the northeastern Kharkiv region, where Russia’s troops retreated last month and Ukrainian troops 
clawed back broad swaths of territory, Russian shelling overnight wounded three civilians, according to 
the region’s Ukrainian governor.

Gov. Oleh Sinehubov wrote on Telegram said that two women in their 40s and a 60-year-old man were 
wounded near Kupiansk, a town that served as a resupply hub for Russian forces in the region before 
Ukrainian troops regained control.

A Russian shelling attack Saturday also hit “critical infrastructure” in Ukraine’s southern Zaporizhzhia 
region, the Ukrainian governor of the illegally annexed province said. Around a quarter of the region, in-
cluding the local capital, also called Zaporizhzhia, remains under Ukrainian military control.

Writing on Telegram, Gov. Oleksandr Starukh said the damage was being assessed. He did not specify 
what was struck and did not mention any casualties.

Separately, Kremlin-installed authorities in Crimea on Saturday reported a drone attack on Sevastopol, 
the largest city on the peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014.

“The ships of (Russia’s) Black Sea Fleet are repelling a drone attack in the waters of the Sevastopol Bay,” 
the Russia-appointed governor of Sevastopol, Mikhail Razvozhaev, wrote on Telegram. He didn’t immedi-
ately assign blame for the attack.
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Last month, Ukraine’s army chief claimed responsibility for a series of missile and drone strikes on Rus-

sian airbases in Crimea, including one that tore through a military facility. Both Kyiv and Moscow have said 
that Ukrainian partisans are active in the area.

Political pressure for efforts to negotiate an end to the war are building in parts of western Europe. Zel-
enskyy had said his country won’t negotiate with Russia as long as Moscow insists the annexed regions 
are Russian territory.

In remarks to Yale University students on Friday, the Ukrainian leader reiterated his unwillingness to ne-
gotiate with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s government because of its “disrespect for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine.”

In his nightly remarks, the Ukrainian leader noted that about 4 million Ukrainians live in areas subject 
to rolling blackouts following weeks of Russia targeting power plants and other infrastructure. He warned 
the emergency blackouts were possible elsewhere in Ukraine.

Royal Navy investigating claims women harassed on submarines
LONDON (AP) — The head of Britain’s Royal Navy said he is “deeply disturbed” by allegations that female 

submariners were bullied and sexually harassed and has ordered an investigation.
The Daily Mail newspaper carried claims Saturday by former Navy Lt. Sophie Brook that she faced “a 

constant campaign of sexual bullying” as well as physical assaults. She said male crew members on sub-
marines were “like vultures whenever a new female would come in.”

Brook alleged the men kept a “crush depth rape list” ranking female colleagues in the order they should 
be raped in the case of a catastrophic event.

Brook, 30, left the Royal Navy earlier this year and was later given a suspended jail sentence for sharing 
in an email sensitive information about her submarine’s movement.

The newspaper quoted another, anonymous, navy whistleblower as saying women were constantly 
pestered for sex aboard submarines.

Women make up about 10% of full-time Royal Navy personnel and have been eligible to serve on sub-
marines since 2011.

The head of the navy, Adm. Ben Key, said “these allegations are abhorrent.”
“Sexual assault and harassment has no place in the Royal Navy and will not be tolerated,” he said in a 

statement.
“I have directed my senior team to investigate these allegations thoroughly. Anyone who is found culpable 

will be held accountable for their actions regardless of their rank or status,” Key said.
The Ministry of Defense did not comment on specific allegations but said it accepted that more needs 

to be done about inappropriate behavior. It said it is improving reporting mechanisms for sexual offenses.

Anne Frank’s friend Hannah Pick-Goslar dies at age 93
By MIKE CORDER Associated Press
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — Hannah Pick-Goslar, one of Jewish diarist Anne Frank’s best friends, 

has died at age 93, the foundation that runs the Anne Frank House museum said.
The Anne Frank Foundation paid tribute to Pick-Goslar, who is mentioned in Anne’s world-famous diary 

about her life in hiding from the Netherlands’ Nazi occupiers, for helping to keep Anne’s memory alive 
with stories about their youth.

“Hannah Pick-Goslar meant a lot to the Anne Frank House, and we could always call on her,” the founda-
tion said in a statement. It did not give details or the cause of her death.

Pick-Goslar grew up with Anne in Amsterdam after both their families moved there from Germany as 
Adolf Hitler’s Nazi party rose to power. The friends were separated as Anne’s family went into hiding in 
1942 but met again briefly in February 1945, at the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Germany, shortly 
before Anne died there of typhus.
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Before World War II, their families lived next door to one another in Amsterdam, and Anne and Hannah 

went to school together.
Pick-Goslar recalled attending her friend’s 13th birthday party and seeing a red-and-white checkered 

diary that Anne’s parents gave their daughter as a gift. Anne went on to fill it with her thoughts and frus-
trations while hiding from the Nazis in a secret annex in Amsterdam. Anne’s father, Otto, published the 
diary after the war.

Pick-Goslar recounted their friendship in a book by Alison Leslie Gold called “Memories of Anne Frank; 
Reflections of a Childhood Friend.” The book was turned into a film, released last year, titled “My Best 
Friend Anne Frank.”

In a 1998 interview with The Associated Press, she said of Anne: “Today, everyone thinks she was some-
one holy. but this is not at all the case.”

“She was a girl who wrote beautifully and matured quickly during extraordinary circumstances,” Pick-
Goslar said.

Pick-Goslar is mentioned in the diary, referred to by the name Anne called her: Hanneli.
On June 14, 1942, Anne wrote: “Hanneli and Sanne used to be my two best friends. People who saw us 

together always used to say: ‘There goes Anne, Hanne and Sanne.’”
The Anne Frank Foundation said Pick-Goslar “shared her memories of their friendship and the Holocaust 

into old age. She believed everyone should know what happened to her and her friend Anne after the last 
diary entry. No matter how terrible the story.”

Pick-Goslar last saw her friend in early February 1945, about a month before Anne died of typhus in 
Bergen-Belsen and two months before the Allies liberated the camp.

They were held in different sections, separated by a tall barbed-wire fence. From time to time, they 
pressed up to the fence to speak to each other.

“I have no one,” Anne once told her friend, weeping.
At the time, the Nazis had shorn Anne’s dark locks. “She always loved to play with her hair,” -Pick-Goslar 

told the AP. “I remember her curling her hair with her fingers. It must have killed her to lose it.”
Pick-Goslar emigrated in 1947 to what is now Israel, where she became a nurse, married and had three 

children. Her family grew to include 11 grandchildren, and 31 great-grandchildren.
She used to say of her large family: “This is my answer to Hitler,” the Anne Frank Foundation said.

Ahead of harsh winter, tourism roars back in Mediterranean
By DEREK GATOPOULOS Associated Press
CAPE SOUNION, Greece (AP) — When Stelios Zompanakis quit his job at Greece’s central bank to try 

his luck at boat racing, friends and family pleaded with him to reconsider.
Nine years later, he spends summers on the “Ikigai,” a 53-foot yacht he named after the Japanese con-

cept of finding happiness through a life of meaning.
Weeklong holiday trips on his yacht around some of the lesser-known Greek islands — Milos, Sifnos, 

Serifos, Kythnos and many others — were booked up through October.
“The demand is insane,” said Zompanakis, who recently paced barefoot around the teak-paneled deck 

to adjust the sail and check instrument panels as the boat swung past the ancient Temple of Poseidon, 
on a clifftop south of Athens.

Tourism around the Mediterranean has been booming. Helped by a strong U.S. dollar and Europeans’ 
pent-up demand to find a beach after years of COVID-19 travel restrictions, it’s been a stronger comeback 
from the pandemic slump than many expected, which led to long lines, canceled flights and lost luggage 
this summer at many European airports — though not in Greece.

“People after COVID, after two years of frustration, probably put some money aside and decided they 
needed a vacation,” Zompanakis said. “And I think the income from their budgets that they are willing to 
spend rose so that also brought more quality … and this helped Greece a lot.”

Greece is on course to beat its annual record revenue haul from tourism. Portugal also is eyeing a full 
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recovery, while late-summer data suggested Spain, Italy and Cyprus will end the year just shy of pre-
pandemic visitor levels.

A blessing for Europe’s southern economies, the rebound is also easing the continent’s tilt toward reces-
sion brought on by rocketing energy prices, the war in Ukraine and enduring disruptions caused by the 
pandemic.

“For countries like Greece and others like Italy and Spain, they have actually produced plenty of resilience 
during the summer … despite the tsunami that is coming from the cost-of-living crisis and the energy cri-
sis,” said Lorenzo Codogno, chief economist at LC Macro Advisors and a visiting professor at the London 
School of Economics.

Europe’s Mediterranean coast also offers destinations that are safe and have cultural interest, Codogno 
said, but the good news may not last.

Economic growth in 19 countries using the euro currency is set to sink to 0.5% in 2023 from an increase 
of 3.1% this year, according to a new forecast from the International Monetary Fund.

Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain have the highest debt levels in the eurozone relative to the size of their 
economies and also face rising borrowing costs.

Stephen Rooney, a senior economist focused on tourism at Oxford Economics, says tourism-dependent 
countries will eventually see their industries hit harder next year by the cost-of-living crisis driven by soar-
ing inflation and high energy bills.

“There is an expectation that these challenges will begin to bite as we move into the final quarter of this 
year and into 2023,” he said. “We do not expect the travel recovery to stall in 2023, but we do expect it 
will slow somewhat in 2023 in line with the general economic slowdown, before picking up again in 2024.”

In Athens’ historic Plaka district, tourists were still packing the narrow streets during a mild late October, 
crowding around ice cream sellers and stopping to browse at stores selling leather bags, jewelry, hats 
and souvenirs.

At Loom Carpets, co-owner Vahan Apikian, folded and stacked carpets and laid out shoulder bags for 
customers, happy that demand has remained high well into the autumn.

“Business has gone very well: We had many more visitors than in 2019, which was a record year. This 
year was even better,” he said.

As the days get shorter and the outlook darkens over European Union economies, Greece and other 
southern member states have renewed national efforts to set up year-round holiday destinations, hoping 
that hiking trails, rock climbing and visits to historic churches can dampen the winter drop in arrivals.

But year-round tourism also exposes the shortcomings in governments’ ability to plan and coordinate, 
said Panagiotis Karkatsoulis, a senior policy analyst at the Athens-based Institute for Regulatory Research 
who has advised governments in southern Europe and the Middle East on policy reforms.

“There isn’t much point in advertising a trail to a historic monastery that closes at 3 p.m. or trying to 
bring seniors to a destination with bad roads and no hospital access … tourism exposes every weakness 
an administration has,” he said.

The revenue windfall this winter, he argued, will have to fund continued government aid for struggling 
businesses and households rather than go to longer-term improvements.

“Anything like tourism that generates wealth is unquestionably positive,” he said. “But how that money 
is spent — that’s a different conversation.”

Witnesses allege Eritrean abuses during Ethiopia peace talks
By CARA ANNA Associated Press
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Even as Ethiopia’s warring sides attend their first formal peace talks in a devas-

tating two-year conflict, witnesses in the country’s embattled Tigray region tell The Associated Press that 
forces from neighboring Eritrea are killing some civilians and looting as they and allied Ethiopian forces 
head for the regional capital.

With internet and telephone access to the region cut off, and independent journalists barred from Tigray, 
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observers say it is increasingly hard to reach people for accounts of the fighting that erupted again in August 
after a monthslong lull. The United States now estimates hundreds of thousands of people could have been 
killed in the war marked by abuses on all sides as fears grow the conflict has reached its deadliest phase.

The AP spoke with witnesses from the towns of Shire, Axum and Adwa, where Ethiopian and allied forces 
are present as they battle Tigray forces. All spoke on condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation. It is 
not clear how many civilians have been killed in recent weeks.

An aid worker from Axum who relocated to Shire this week fearing for his life said civilians were being 
killed by Eritrean forces there since at least Sunday.

“I witnessed four dead bodies in a village some 4 kilometers away from Axum” while fleeing Tuesday, 
he said, and described the bodies in civilian clothing. “People are living under nights of terror.”

The Eritreans also were burning crops, he said — an echo of their first occupation in the early weeks 
of the war.

In Shire, a staffer with an international humanitarian organization said Eritrean forces were looting ve-
hicles and household items, in some cases loading stolen goods onto camels they brought with them. The 
Eritreans also entered a camp for displaced people, he said, and earlier controlled the local airport. It was 
not clear whether they still did.

Ethiopian forces occasionally tried to stop Eritrean forces, the two witnesses said. “But they simply watch 
them most of the time,” the man from Axum said. “Sometimes they try to stop them, but it is beyond 
their capacity.”

An Ethiopian government spokesman, Legesse Tulu, did not respond to questions about the allegation 
and whether Ethiopian forces have any control over Eritrean ones.

The African Union-led peace talks between the Ethiopian government and Tigray regional authorities 
are being held in South Africa, whose government has said the discussions will end Sunday. But Eritrea 
isn’t part of talks, and it’s not clear whether the deeply repressive country bordering the Tigray region will 
heed any agreement.

Tigray authorities want the Eritreans out of the region, in addition to the restoration of basic services 
such as electricity and banking and unrestricted access to humanitarian aid. The United Nations says aid 
delivery to Tigray ended Aug. 23, a day before fighting resumed, because of “lack of federal clearances,” 
and it warns of widespread malnutrition and lack of medicines.

A leader of the Tigray forces, Tadesse Werede, said Thursday the Ethiopian government should ensure 
that Eritrean forces leave Tigray for any peace effort to be sustainable.

In the earliest weeks of the war, witnesses told the AP of widespread looting and violence including kill-
ings and rapes by forces from Eritrea, whose government under the only president the country has ever 
had, Isaias Afwerki, has long been hostile to Tigray leaders. For months, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed denied the Eritreans’ presence in Tigray.

Since fighting resumed, the Eritreans have returned. People inside Eritrea have described new military 
mobilization, and satellite imagery has shown a military buildup near the border with the Tigray region.

Now, as the war with abuses documented on all sides marks two years next week, international expres-
sions of alarm over atrocities in Tigray have soared. The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum warned this 
week of a “heightened risk of genocide,” noting “the situation has deteriorated exponentially as Ethiopian 
security forces, supported by Eritrean forces and Amhara special forces, have seized key towns and cities.”

Ethiopia’s government on Friday issued an angry statement alleging “extreme slander” and said it may 
be “forced to weigh its options and consider its relations with some states and entities.”

And Eritrea’s government in an open letter to the museum accused it of recycling defamatory accusa-
tions but acknowledged a “huge loss of life and destruction of property” in the conflict.

The letter did not address the presence of Eritrean forces in Tigray.
But witnesses confirmed it this week in towns including Adwa, where a humanitarian source said Eritrean 

and Ethiopian soldiers engaged in heavy fighting this week with tanks and long-range weapons on its 
outskirts. Terrified civilians are fleeing for safety, they said.

Long trapped in Tigray, tens of thousands of civilians are again on the move, some on foot as the U.N. 
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says little fuel has been allowed into the region.

Shire was like a dead city, the humanitarian staffer there said. One of the humanitarian workers who fled 
to the regional capital, Mekele, told the AP the sometimes deadly bombardment of Shire had intensified 
in recent weeks. Now Ethiopian and Eritrean forces control the town, the worker said, with their identities 
made clear by their uniforms and vehicles.

On Friday, a health worker in Mekele said fighting had not reached the regional capital, and Tigray forces 
spokesman Getachew Reda, one of the representatives at the peace talks, asserted in a tweet that fight-
ing was 160 kilometers away.

The war continues to be deadly for all involved. On Friday, the Ethiopian Red Cross Society said one of 
its ambulance drivers was killed by “armed forces” and injured passengers were shot and killed.

The driver had been transporting the injured people from Adwa to the neighboring Amhara region, the 
Red Cross said.

Realmuto, Phils rally past Astros in 10 to open World Series
By KRISTIE RIEKEN AP Sports Writer
HOUSTON (AP) — A timely swing by J.T. Realmuto propelled the Philadelphia Phillies to an unlikely win 

in the World Series opener.
A terrific stab by right fielder Nick Castellanos gave him that shot.
Realmuto hit a solo home run in the 10th inning and the Phillies, saved by Castellanos’ sliding catch, 

rallied past the Houston Astros 6-5 Friday night.
Down 5-0 early against Astros ace Justin Verlander, the Phillies became the first team in 20 years to 

overcome a five-run deficit to win a World Series game.
They can thank Castellanos for getting the chance. Known much more for his bat than glove, he rushed 

in to make a game-saving grab on Jeremy Peña’s blooper with two outs in the ninth inning and a runner 
on second.

“All in all, it was a great game, a great come from behind victory, and it just showed the resilience of 
the club again and how tough they are and they just never quit,” Phillies manager Rob Thomson said.

Realmuto, who hit a tying, two-run double in the fifth off Verlander, completed the comeback when he 
led off the 10th by sending a fastball from Luis García into the seats.

Realmuto hoped for the best as he saw right fielder Kyle Tucker pursuing the ball.
“Once I saw him running back to the wall, I was thinking in my head, ‘Oh, please just don’t catch it, 

just don’t catch it.’”
He didn’t, the ball sailing just beyond his reach.
Realmuto circled the bases in a scene he dreamed about as a kid.
“Oh, absolutely. Yeah. Absolutely. I mean Wiffle Ball games in the backyard, the whole 3-2, bases-loaded, 

two-out situation. I probably had 7,000 at-bats in that situation growing up,” he said.
And did he usually deliver?
“Every time, yes,” Realmuto said, laughing.
Realmuto became the first catcher to hit an extra-inning home run in the World Series since Carlton Fisk 

waved his walk-off fair in the 12th inning of Game 6 in the 1975 Series against Cincinnati at Fenway Park.
Big-hitting Bryce Harper added two singles for the Phillies in his World Series debut. The two-time NL 

MVP is batting .426 (20 for 47) with five homers this postseason.
Tucker homered twice for the Astros, who had been 7-0 in this postseason.
“Disappointing, yeah, for sure,” Verlander said. “I need to do better. No excuses.”
Houston had a chance in the 10th when Alex Bregman doubled with one out. After Yuli Gurriel drew a 

two-out walk, David Robertson bounced a wild pitch that put runners on second and third.
Pinch-hitter Aledmys Díaz was then hit by a 2-0 pitch from David Robertson — but plate umpire James 

Hoye ruled that Díaz leaned into the pitch and didn’t permit him to go to first to load the bases.
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Díaz grounded out on a 3-1 pitch to end it.
The last team to blow a 5-0 lead in the World Series was the 2002 San Francisco Giants, who squandered 

their chance in Game 6 to close out the Angels and win the title under manager Dusty Baker.
Baker saw it happen again this time as manager of the Astros, by the same 6-5 final score.
The 106-win Astros hadn’t lost to anyone since Philadelphia beat them on Oct. 3 behind Aaron Nola to 

clinch a wild-card spot as a third-place team and earn its first playoff trip in 11 years.
Houston raced out to a big lead thanks in large part to Tucker’s two homers. But the Phillies stormed 

back as Verlander again struggled in the World Series.
Perfect as he took a 5-0 lead into the fourth, he exited after the fifth with the score 5-all. That left him 

0-6 with a 6.07 ERA in eight career World Series starts -- hardly the line for a pitcher who’s expected to 
soon pick up his third Cy Young Award.

The Astros fell to 0-5 in World Series openers and dropped their first game this postseason after sweep-
ing in the AL Division Series and AL Championship Series.

Seranthony Domínguez pitched a scoreless ninth to get the win when Castellanos made his stellar play.
With Jose Altuve on second base after his two-out single and stolen base, Peña hit a ball that came off 

the bat at 68 mph and went only about 200 feet. Castellanos ran a long way, then with a lunge made the 
inning-ending catch while sliding to the ground.

Right before the pitch, Castellanos moved in a little closer.
“That was just what my instincts told me to do. I just thought he had a better chance of trying to bloop 

something in there than torching something over my head,” he said.
In the opener of the NL Division Series against Atlanta, Castellanos drove in three runs and helped pre-

serve the lead with a somewhat similar catch in the ninth of that 7-6 win.
“I’ve had a couple people say that it seemed like a carbon copy of each other,” he said. “But I’m just 

happy that an out was made and we were able to go on and win both those games.”
In the World Series for the fourth time in six years — and after losing to Atlanta in six games last year 

— these Astros are looking to give Baker his first title as a manager and get their second championship 
after winning it in 2017, a title tainted by a sign-stealing scandal.

The surprising Phillies, who have two championships, are in the World Series for the first time since 2009. 
They bounced back from a 21-29 start that led to manager Joe Girardi’s firing.

Tucker had the orange-clad home crowd rocking early as he became the first player in franchise history 
with a multi-home run game in the World Series. One of the few players in the majors to hit without batting 
gloves and suddenly exuding attitude, he had four RBIs a year after finishing the Fall Classic without one.

The normally mild-mannered Tucker punctuated his first homer with a nifty bat flip and mixed in an 
expletive as he screamed toward the dugout while beginning his trot.

Nola took a perfect game into the seventh inning in his last trip to Minute Maid Park, more than three 
weeks ago when Philadelphia secured its first playoff spot since 2011. Things didn’t go nearly as smooth 
in his return Friday.

Tucker sent an off-speed pitch from Nola soaring high and into the seats in right field to put Houston up 
1-0 with no outs in the second. Gurriel, Chas McCormick and Martín Maldonado added singles for another 
run.

Peña, the ALCS MVP, doubled to open Houston’s third before Yordan Alvarez grounded out. He was 
initially ruled safe, but the Phillies challenged the call, and it was overturned.

Bregman, who was Nola’s roommate at LSU, walked before Tucker went deep again, knocking a ball into 
the stands behind the bullpen in right-center to extend it to 5-0.

Verlander, who had an MLB-best 1.75 ERA in the regular season, allowed six hits and five runs in five 
innings. He joined Roger Clemens as the only pitchers in major league history to make a World Series 
start in three different decades but still could not claim that elusive World Series win. Friday was his 12th 
career start in a postseason series opener, tying him with Jon Lester for most in MLB history.

Verlander, who started his third Series opener, retired the first 10 batters before Rhys Hoskins singled 
with one out in the fourth. Harper and Castellanos singled for a run and Alec Bohm hit a two-run double 
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to cut the lead to 5-3.

Brandon Marsh opened the fifth with a double before Kyle Schwarber walked. Realmuto sent them both 
home with a double off the wall in left-center to tie it at 5-all.

UP NEXT
Philadelphia’s Zack Wheeler opposes Framber Valdez when the series continues Saturday night.

UN: 2022 likely deadliest for Palestinians in West Bank
By EDITH M. LEDERER Associated Press
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The U.N. Mideast envoy said 2022 is on course to be the deadliest year for 

Palestinians in the West Bank since the U.N. started tracking fatalities in 2005, and he called for immediate 
action to calm “an explosive situation” and move toward renewing Israeli-Palestinian negotiations.

Tor Wennesland told the U.N. Security Council that “mounting hopelessness, anger and tension have 
once again erupted into a deadly cycle of violence that is increasingly difficult to contain,” and “too many 
people, overwhelmingly Palestinian have been killed and injured.”

In a grim assessment, the special coordinator for the Middle East peace process said the downward 
spiral in the West Bank and current volatile situation stem from decades of violence that has taken a toll 
on Israelis and Palestinians, the prolonged absence of negotiations, and the failure to resolve key issues 
fueling the Israel-Palestinian conflict.

Wennesland said his message to Palestinian officials and factions, Israeli officials and the international 
community in recent weeks has been clear: “The immediate priority is to work to calm the situation and 
reverse the negative trends on the ground” but the goal must be “to empower and strengthen the Pales-
tinian Authority and build towards a return to a political process.”

In the past month, the U.N. envoy said 32 Palestinians including six children were killed by Israeli security 
forces and 311 injured during demonstrations, clashes, search-and-arrest operations, attacks and alleged 
attacks against Israelis. Two Israeli forces personnel were killed and 25 Israeli civilians were injured by 
Palestinians during shooting and ramming attacks, clashes, the throwing of stones and Molotov cocktails 
and other incidents during the same period, he said.

Wennesland said the month saw “a spike in fatal violence” that has 2022 on track to be the deadliest in 
the West Bank.

More than 125 Palestinians have been killed in Israeli-Palestinian fighting in the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem this year. The fighting has surged since a series of Palestinian attacks killed 19 people in Israel 
in the spring. The Israeli army says most of the Palestinians killed have been militants. But stone-throwing 
youths protesting the incursions and others not involved in confrontations have also been killed.

Ongoing Israeli arrest raids in the West Bank pose a serious challenge to Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas’ Palestinian Authority. Abbas relies on security cooperation with Israel, particularly against his Is-
lamic militant rivals, to remain in power. At the same time, this cooperation is deeply unpopular among 
Palestinians who chafe against Israel’s open-ended occupation, now in its 56th year.

Israel captured the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war and has built more than 130 settlements there, 
many of which resemble small towns, with apartment blocks, shopping malls and industrial zones. The 
Palestinians want the West Bank to form the main part of their future state. Most countries view the settle-
ments as a violation of international law.

Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. ambassador, delivered an impassioned address to the Security Coun-
cil on Friday, saying: “Our people, our children, our youth are being killed, and they will not die in vain.”

“What happens next is your responsibility,” he told council members. “We knocked on every door, 
searched for any avenue leading to freedom and dignity, justice and redress, shared peace and security.”

Yet, Mansour said that 75 years after the British partition of Palestine, its people are still waiting “for 
their turn to be free,” and he accused Israel of “trying to destroy the state of Palestine.”

The Palestinian ambassador challenged the Security Council to protect and promote the two-state solution, 
and he raised a series of questions that allude to the possibility of further bloodshed and a decades-long 
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fight for freedom if necessary, and possible legal action at the International Court of Justice on Israel’s 
occupation.

“Either we live side by side, or I fear we might die side by side,” Mansour said of Israel. “Help us live. … 
Our people will not disappear, they will not renege their national identity, they will not accept subjugation. 
The Palestinian people will be free.”

Israel’s U.N. Ambassador Gilad Erdan countered that the message in Abbas’ speech to world leaders 
last month and Mansour’s statement Friday were the same: “It is a message of false victimhood, lies of 
oppression and fictions of aggression.”

“Israel is in the midst of a terror wave,” he told the council. “Since the start of this year alone, there 
have been over 4,000 Palestinian terror attacks perpetrated against Israelis — car ramming, rock throw-
ing, fire bombings, stabbing, shootings, rockets, and many other acts of Palestinian violence have been 
become a fact of life for millions of Israelis.”

Erdan said “the Palestinian Authority may play victim here at the council” but he said on the streets of 
the West Bank cities of Jenin and Nablus they “praise terrorists.”

Palestinian leaders say they want peace but Erdan said “they consistently refused to sit down at the 
negotiating table with Israel and have rejected every peace plan placed before them.”

At the General Assembly last month ,Abbas launched a campaign for full membership at the United Na-
tions “while bypassing the negotiating table,” Erdan said. Palestine is currently a non-member observer 
state at the U.N.

Erdan stressed that “peace can only be achieved through direct negotiations and mutual — I repeat 
mutual — concessions.”

US storm survivors: We need faster money, less red tape
By WAYNE PARRY Associated Press
MIDDLETOWN, N.J. (AP) — Survivors of storms that pounded several U.S. states say the nation’s disaster 

aid system is broken and want reforms to get money into victims’ hands faster, with less red tape.
On the 10th anniversary of Superstorm Sandy’s landfall at the Jersey Shore, devastating communities 

throughout the northeast, survivors will gather Saturday with others who went through hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma, Maria and Ida along with victim advocacy groups from New Jersey, Florida, Texas, Louisiana and 
Puerto Rico.

Robert Lukasiewicz said Sandy sounded like “a hundred freight trains” as it roared past his Atlantic City, 
New Jersey home on Oct. 29, 2012.

Contractor fraud set his recovery efforts back and work by a second contractor stalled because of a lack 
of funds, Lukasiewicz said. After waiting two years for a government aid program, he said he finally found 
out he needed to have flood insurance first — the price of which had by then soared to unaffordable levels.

“If all these things had been steps instead of missteps, I could have been home years ago,” he said. 
“You’ve got different systems that are all butting heads and blaming the other side, when the homeown-
ers and families that all of this was designed for are suffering.”

The survivors and their advocates listed five reforms they say are needed to help future storm victims 
avoid the type of delays, runarounds and financial desperation they experienced: getting money into 
people’s hands more quickly; ensuring that disaster recovery systems are applied equitably; making flood 
insurance work for storm victims instead of against them; including future storm resiliency into disaster 
recovery efforts; and ensuring that disaster recovery is systematic, not piecemeal.

Specific recommendations call for a single point of application for the numerous local, state and federal 
assistance programs; imposing a smaller cap on annual flood insurance premium rate increases; giving 
storm victims direct payments and health insurance for a period after the storm; restructuring loan repay-
ment or aid overpayment “clawbacks” to take into account a storm survivor’s ability to pay; and paying 
100% of mitigation costs upfront for low-income storm victims instead of reimbursing them after they 
pay for the work.
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Michael Moriarty, director of the mitigation division of the Federal Emergency Management Agency region 

that includes New Jersey, said the agency is constantly trying to become more responsive to storm victims.
“That’s been the Holy Grail, to get aid to people while their house was flooded,” he said. “That’s taxpayer 

money, so we have to be cautious, not just throwing it away, making sure it gets to the right place and is 
properly used. We’re trying to get to a mechanism that allows for quicker relief.”

He said the idea for a single application point for storm aid is good, but cautioned that federal privacy 
laws restrict information sharing with state and local governments without first getting signed releases, 
which can take weeks.

And a post-Ida aid program designed to be fast-tracked so applicants could learn within two weeks whether 
they had been approved took eight months to be reviewed by federal budget monitors, Moritarty said.

“It was within the first year but not within the goal of the first month,” he said. “I think that will get 
better and better.”

Barnes’ Senate bid may ride on Milwaukee’s Black turnout
By HARM VENHUIZEN Associated Press/Report for America
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Standing beside the pulpit at King Solomon Missionary Baptist Church on a crisp 

fall Sunday morning, Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Mandela Barnes was preaching to the choir – they 
were assembled behind him, clad in blue and gold robes.

“This community is always top of mind for me,” he reassured the mostly older congregants filling the 
pews, as he hit on issues he knew they care about: crime, jobs, inflation.

It’s a typical strategy for any Democrat who wants to win in battleground Wisconsin – go to Milwaukee, 
speak in Black churches, pose for pictures with the churchgoers. And it’s a share of the electorate that 
should be especially fertile ground for Barnes, who grew up on Milwaukee’s mostly Black north side and 
first dipped his toe in politics as an organizer and later state representative there.

As Barnes, the state’s lieutenant governor, seeks to become Wisconsin’s first Black senator, his chances 
against two-term Sen. Ron Johnson may depend on how well he can connect with voters here who have 
not always turned out in big numbers.

“Our white population is split down the middle and minority voters will make the decision,” Reverend 
Greg Lewis, an influential organizer in Milwaukee’s Black community, said in an interview. “Whoever they 
vote for will win.”

Barnes knows most of the people at King Solomon are already in his corner, with some already turning 
in early votes for him. It’s not older, religious Black voters he needs to worry about mobilizing. It’s these 
congregants’ nieces, nephews, children and grandchildren that community organizers describe as a disaf-
fected and disinterested generation.

“I’m asking you to help talk to some other people – some friends, some family, some neighbors. If we 
get five to 10 people out each, we can win this thing,” Barnes told the congregants.

For Barnes, whom polls show slightly behind Johnson in one of the handful of races that could shift 
Senate control, that means connecting with people like Joe Louis Gordon II.

Gordon, 32, met Barnes at a campaign event on Black maternal health in mid-October. As his girlfriend, 
Makoria Morrow, joined the discussion, Gordon sat to the side with their 2 1/2-month-old daughter and 
said he “didn’t know too much” about Barnes. He said he hadn’t voted since Barack Obama was running 
for president.

“Just like everyone else in the community, we really don’t really care about voting or care about the race 
or anything like that because we feel like our voice is not going to get heard anyways,” he said.

After seeing Barnes in person, Gordon said he planned to vote for him.
“I just felt something different to come and just meet him and just to see that he actually is a genuine 

human being. He’s just like us. He could be my neighbor,” Gordon said.
In the two weeks until Election Day, the Barnes campaign is doubling down on breaking through to young 

Black voters with events at Black student unions and elsewhere in the community. They’re also investing 
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millions in reaching young voters of color on streaming platforms like YouTube and Spotify. Obama him-
self comes to town on Saturday for a rally at a north Milwaukee high school, part of a parade of national 
names who have visited to support Barnes.

“Mandela has run an aggressive campaign schedule to connect with Black voters in Milwaukee, and he’ll 
continue to do so through Election Day and beyond that,” said Barnes campaign spokesperson Maddy 
McDaniel.

Republicans aren’t conceding the votes. They opened their first office in the city’s downtown in 2020 in 
hopes of peeling away some of Democrats’ most loyal supporters. According to AP VoteCast, an expansive 
survey of more than 110,000 voters nationwide, 9 in 10 Black voters nationally backed Joe Biden in 2020.

For Michelle Wilkins, a 27-year-old doula who took part in the discussion on maternal health that Gordon 
attended, this election is the first time in a while she’s felt like her vote could make a difference. Barnes’ 
strong support for abortion rights and for Black mothers resonated with her, she said.

“We need someone to fight for African American people. And not just people, but women. And especially 
with the Roe versus Wade situation,” she said.

Older Black voters, like the aunts and grandmothers at King Solomon, said they planned to press their 
family members to vote. At a Barnes rally, Fannie Harris, 69, of Wauwatosa, spoke of the sacrifices of the 
Black suffrage movement in calling it a duty: “Our ancestors worked too hard for us to be able to vote,” 
she said.

Rep. Gwen Moore, who is Black and represents most of the city of Milwaukee, fretted that major issues 
of the moment — a pandemic, inflation, and rising crime — have put such stresses on many Black families 
that voting is on the back burner.

“When you’re concerned about survival, sometimes voting just doesn’t get prioritized,” she said.

Cholera overwhelms Haiti as cases, deaths spike amid crisis
By EVENS SANON Associated Press
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — The sun shone down on Stanley Joliva as medical staff at an open-air 

clinic hovered around him, pumping air into his lungs and giving him chest compressions until he died.
Nearby, his mother watched.
“Only God knows my pain,” said Viliene Enfant.
Less than an hour later, the body of her 22-year-old son lay on the floor wrapped in a white plastic bag 

with the date of his death scrawled on top. He joined dozens of other Haitians who have died from cholera 
during a rapidly spreading outbreak that is straining the resources of nonprofits and local hospitals in a 
country where fuel, water and other basic supplies are growing scarcer by the day.

Sweat gathered on the foreheads of staff at a Doctors Without Borders treatment center in the capital 
of Port-au-Prince where some 100 patients arrive every day and at least 20 have died. Families kept rush-
ing in this week with loved ones, sometimes dragging their limp bodies into the crowded outdoors clinic 
where the smell of waste filled the air.

Dozens of patients sat on white buckets or lay on stretchers as IV lines ran up to bags of rehydrating 
fluids that gleamed in the sun. So far this month, Doctors Without Borders has treated some 1,800 patients 
at their four centers in Port-au-Prince.

Across Haiti, many patients are dying because say they’re unable to reach a hospital in time, health of-
ficials say. A spike in gang violence has made it unsafe for people to leave their communities and a lack 
of fuel has shut down public transportation, gas stations and other key businesses including water supply 
companies.

Enfant sat next to her son’s body as she recalled how Joliva told her he was feeling sick earlier this 
week. She had already warned him and her two other sons not to bathe or wash clothes in the sewage-
contaminated waters that ran through a nearby ravine in their neighborhood — the only source of water 
for hundreds in that area.

Enfant insisted that her sons buy water to wash clothes and add chlorine if they were going to drink it. 
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As Joliva grew sicker, Enfant tried to care for him on her own.

“I told him, ‘Honey, you need to drink the tea,’” she recalled. “He said again, ‘I feel weak.’ He also said, 
‘I am not able to stand up.’”

Cholera is a bacteria that sickens people who swallow contaminated food or water, and it can cause 
severe vomiting and diarrhea, in some cases leading to death.

Haiti’s first major brush with cholera occurred more than a decade ago when U.N. peacekeepers intro-
duced the bacteria into the country’s biggest river via sewage runoff at their base. Nearly 10,000 people 
died and thousands of others were sickened.

The cases eventually dwindled to the point where the World Health Organization was expected to declare 
Haiti cholera-free this year.

But on Oct. 2, Haitian officials announced that cholera had returned.
At least 40 deaths and 1,700 suspected cases have been reported, but officials believe the numbers 

are much higher, especially in crowded and unsanitary slums and government shelters where thousands 
of Haitians live.

Worsening the situation is a lack of fuel and water that began to dwindle last month when one of Haiti’s 
most powerful gangs surrounded a key fuel terminal and demanded the resignation of Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry. Gas stations and businesses including water companies have closed, forcing an increasing number 
of people to rely on untreated water.

Shela Jeune, a 21-year-old hot dog vendor whose 2-year-old son has cholera, said she buys small bags 
of water for her family but doesn’t know if it’s treated. She carried him to the hospital where he remains 
on IV fluids.

“Everything I give him to eat, he just throws it up,” she said.
Jeune was among dozens of mothers seeking treatment for their children on a recent morning.
Lauriol Chantal, 43, recounted a similar story. Her 15-year-old son would vomit as soon as he finished 

eating, prompting her to rush him to the treatment center.
While at the center, her son, Alexandro François, told her he felt hot.
“He said to me ... ‘Mama, could you take me outside to wash me or pour water over my head?’” she said.
She obliged, but suddenly, he collapsed in her arms. The staff ran over to help.
Children younger than age 14 make up half of cholera cases in Haiti, according to UNICEF, with officials 

warning that growing cases of severe malnutrition also make children more vulnerable to illness.
Haiti’s poverty also has worsened the situation.
“When you are unable to get safe drinking water by tap in your own home, when you don’t have soap 

or water purifying tablets and you have no access to health services, you may not survive cholera or other 
waterborne diseases,” said Bruno Maes, Haiti’s UNICEF representative.

Perpety Juste, a 62-year-old grandmother, said one of her three grandchildren became ill this week as 
she fretted about how their situation might have led to her sickness.

“We spent a lot of days without food, I cannot lie,” she said. “Nobody in my house has a job.”
Juste, who lives with her husband, five children and three grandchildren, said she used to work as a 

house cleaner until the homeowners fled Haiti.
The increasing demand for help is squeezing Doctors Without Borders and others as they struggle to 

care for patients with limited fuel.
“It’s a nightmare for the population, and also for us,” said Jean-Marc Biquet, a project coordinator with 

the organization. “We have two more weeks of fuel.”
Life is paralyzed for many Haitians, including Enfant, as she mourned her son’s death. She wants to 

bury him in her southern coastal hometown of Les Cayes, but cannot afford the 55,000 gourdes ($430) it 
would cost to transport his body.

Enfant then fell quiet and gazed into the distance as she continued to sit next to her son’s body — too 
stunned, she said, to stand up.
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Intruder attacks Pelosi’s husband, calling, ‘Where is Nancy’

By COLLEEN LONG, OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ, LISA MASCARO and MICHAEL BALSAMO Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The husband of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was attacked and severely beaten 

with a hammer by an assailant who broke into the couple’s San Francisco home early Friday, searching for 
the Democratic leader and shouting, “Where is Nancy, where is Nancy?”

The assault on the 82-year-old Paul Pelosi injected new uneasiness into the nation’s already toxic political 
climate, just 11 days before the midterm elections. It carried chilling echoes of the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrec-
tion at the Capitol, when rioters chanted menacingly for the speaker as they rampaged through the halls 
trying to halt certification of Joe Biden’s victory over Donald Trump.

Speaker Pelosi, who was in Washington at the time of the California attack, arrived in San Francisco 
late Friday. Her motorcade was seen arriving at the hospital where her husband was being treated for his 
injuries.

“This was not a random act. This was intentional. And it’s wrong,” said San Francisco Police Chief Wil-
liam Scott.

At an evening news conference, Scott hailed a 911 dispatcher’s work — after Paul Pelosi called for 
help — as “lifesaving.” The chief appeared to hold back tears, his voice breaking at times, as he strongly 
rejected violence in politics.

“Our elected officials are here to do the business of their cities and their counties and their states. Their 
families don’t sign up for this,” Scott said. “Everybody should be disgusted about what happened this 
morning.”

Forty-two-year-old David DePape was arrested on suspicion of attempted murder, elder abuse and 
burglary, and remained in the hospital late Friday, police said. Paul Pelosi underwent surgery to repair a 
skull fracture and serious injuries to his right arm and hands, and his doctors expect a full recovery, the 
speaker’s office said.

Biden quickly called Speaker Pelosi with support and later delivered a full-throated condemnation of the 
“despicable” attack that he said had no place in America.

“There’s too much violence, political violence. Too much hatred. Too much vitriol,” Biden said Friday night 
at a Democratic rally in Pennsylvania.

“What makes us think it’s not going to corrode the political climate? Enough is enough is enough.”
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell tweeted he was “horrified and disgusted” by the assault.
The nation’s political rhetoric has become increasingly alarming, with ominous threats to lawmakers at 

an all-time high. The House speaker and other congressional leaders are provided 24-hour security, and 
increasingly more other members now receive police protection. This, as crime and public safety have 
emerged as top issues for voters in the election.

In San Francisco on Friday, police were called at about 2.30 a.m. to the Pelosi residence to check on 
Paul Pelosi, said Scott.

Scott confirmed that the intruder gained entry through the rear door of the home, which is in the up-
scale Pacific Heights neighborhood. Investigators believe the intruder broke through glass-paneled doors, 
according to two people familiar with the situation.

Paul Pelosi called 911 himself after telling the intruder he had to use the restroom, where his phone was 
charging, according to another person familiar with the situation and granted anonymity to discuss it. The 
person said the intruder confronted the speaker’s husband shouting, “Where is Nancy?”

Scott said the dispatcher figured out there was “something more” than she was being told, resulting in 
a priority dispatch and faster police response. “I think this was lifesaving,” he noted.

Inside, police discovered the suspect, DePape, and Paul Pelosi struggling over a hammer, and told them 
to drop it, Scott said. DePape yanked the hammer from Pelosi and began beating him with it, striking at 
least one blow, before being tackled by officers and arrested, Scott said. The FBI and Capitol Police are 
also part of the joint investigation.

Police said a motive for Friday’s intrusion was still to be determined, but three people with knowledge of 
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the investigation told The Associated Press that DePape targeted Pelosi’s home. Those people were not 
authorized to publicly discuss an ongoing probe and spoke on condition of anonymity.

The speaker had returned to Washington this week after being abroad and had been scheduled to ap-
pear with Vice President Kamala Harris at a fundraising event Saturday night for the LGBTQ group Human 
Rights Campaign. Pelosi canceled her appearance.

On Friday, Harris said, “I strongly believe that each one of us has to speak out against hate, we have to 
speak out against violence obviously, and speak to our better selves.”

An address listed for DePape in the Bay Area college town of Berkeley led to a post box at a UPS Store.
He was known locally as a pro-nudity activist who had picketed naked at protests against laws requiring 

people to be clothed in public
Gene DePape, the suspect’s stepfather, said the suspect lived with him in Canada until he was 14 and 

was a quiet boy.
“He was reclusive,” said Gene DePape, adding, “He was never violent.”
The stepfather said he hadn’t seen DePape since 2003 and tried to get in touch with him several times 

over the years without success.
Lawmakers from both parties reacted with shock and expressed their well-wishes to the Pelosi family.
“What happened to Paul Pelosi was a dastardly act,” said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. 

“I spoke with Speaker Pelosi earlier this morning and conveyed my deepest concern and heartfelt wishes 
to her husband and their family, and I wish him a speedy recovery.”

House Republican leader Kevin McCarthy reached out privately to the speaker “to check in on Paul and 
said he’s praying for a full recovery,” spokesman Mark Bednar said.

But some Republicans declined to pause from politics.
Virginia GOP Gov. Glenn Youngkin, at a campaign stop for a congressional candidate, said of the Pelosis, 

“There’s no room for violence anywhere, but we’re going to send her back to be with him in California.”
In 2021, Capitol Police investigated around 9,600 threats made against members of Congress, and sev-

eral members have been physically attacked in recent years. Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, D-Ariz., was 
shot in the head at an event outside a Tucson grocery store in 2011, and Rep. Steve Scalise, R-La., was 
severely injured when a gunman opened fire on a Republican congressional baseball team practice in 2017.

Members of Congress have received additional money for security at their homes, but some have pushed 
for yet more protection as people have shown up at their residences.

Nancy Pelosi, who is second in line of succession to the president, has been viciously lampooned in 
campaign ads by Republicans and outside groups this election cycle. Her protective security detail was 
with her in Washington at the time of Friday’s attack in California.

Often at her side during formal events in Washington, Paul Pelosi is a wealthy investor who largely re-
mains on the West Coast. They have been married for 59 years and have five adult children and many 
grandchildren.

Earlier this year, he pleaded guilty to misdemeanor driving under the influence charges related to a May 
crash in California’s wine country and was sentenced to five days in jail and three years of probation.

The Pelosi home in the wealthy neighborhood has been the scene of several protests in the past few 
years. After Nancy Pelosi was seen on video getting her hair done at a salon while many were shut down 
during the coronavirus pandemic, stylists protested outside with curling irons. Members of the Chinese 
community protested recently before Pelosi’s trip to Taiwan.

During debates over the federal stimulus package, protesters scrawled anarchy signs in black paint across 
the garage door, along with “cancel rent,” and “we want everything.” They left a pig’s head on the driveway.

Yet the dominant feelings Friday were of support and concern.
“We have been to many events with the Pelosis over the last 2 decades and we’ve had lots of occasions 

to talk about both of our families and the challenges of being part of a political family. Thinking about the 
Pelosi family today,” tweeted Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo.

At the Capitol, Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont, the Senate president pro tempore and third 
in the presidential line of succession, said he had known Paul Pelosi “forever.” He said, “It’s just horrible.”
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Suspect in assault at Pelosi home had posted about QAnon

By MICHAEL BIESECKER and BERNARD CONDON Associated Press
The man accused of breaking into House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s California home and severely beating 

her husband with a hammer appears to have made racist and often rambling posts online, including some 
that questioned the results of the 2020 election, defended former President Donald Trump and echoed 
QAnon conspiracy theories.

David DePape, 42, grew up in Powell River, British Columbia, before leaving about 20 years ago to fol-
low an older girlfriend to San Francisco. A street address listed for DePape in the Bay Area college town 
of Berkeley led to a post office box at a UPS Store.

DePape was arrested at the Pelosi home early Friday. San Francisco District Attorney Brooke Jenkins said 
she expected to file multiple felony charges, including attempted murder, assault with a deadly weapon, 
burglary and elder abuse.

Stepfather Gene DePape said the suspect had lived with him in Canada until he was 14 and had been 
a quiet boy.

“David was never violent that I seen and was never in any trouble although he was very reclusive and 
played too much video games,” Gene DePape said.

He said he hasn’t seen his stepson since 2003 and tried to get in touch with him several times over the 
years without success.

“In 2007, I tried to get in touch but his girlfriend hung up on me when I asked to talk to him,” Gene 
DePape said.

David DePape was known in Berkeley as a pro-nudity activist who had picketed naked at protests against 
local ordinances requiring people to be clothed in public.

Gene DePape said the girlfriend whom his son followed to California was named Gypsy and they had 
two children together. DePape also has a child with a different woman, his stepfather said.

Photographs published by The San Francisco Chronicle on Friday identified DePape frolicking nude outside 
city hall with dozens of others at the 2013 wedding of pro-nudity activist Gypsy Taub, who was marrying 
another man. Taub did not respond Friday to calls or emails.

A 2013 article in The Chronicle described David DePape as a “hemp jewelry maker” who lived in a Vic-
torian flat in Berkeley with Taub, who hosted a talk show on local public-access TV called “Uncensored 
9/11,” in which she appeared naked and pushed conspiracy theories that the 2001 terrorist attacks were 
“an inside job.”

A pair of web blogs posted in recent months online under the name David DePape contained rants about 
technology, aliens, communists, religious minorities, transexuals and global elites.

An Aug. 24 entry titled “Q,” displayed a scatological collection of memes that included photos of the 
deceased sex offender Jeffrey Epstein and made reference to QAnon, the baseless pro-Trump conspiracy 
theory that espouses the belief that the country is run by a deep state cabal of child sex traffickers, satanic 
pedophiles and baby-eating cannibals.

“Big Brother has deemed doing your own research as a thought crime,” read a post that appeared to 
blend references to QAnon with George Orwell’s dystopian novel “1984.”

In an Aug. 25 entry titled “Gun Rights,” the poster wrote: “You no longer have rights. Your basic human 
rights hinder Big Brothers ability to enslave and control you in a complete and totalizing way.”

The web hosting service WordPress removed one of the sites Friday afternoon for violating its terms of 
service.

On a different site, someone posting under DePape’s name repeated false claims about COVID vaccines 
and wearing masks, questioned whether climate change is real and displayed an illustration of a zombified 
Hillary Clinton dining on human flesh.

There appeared to be no direct posts about Pelosi, but there were entries defending former President 
Donald Trump and Ye, the rapper formally known as Kayne West who recently made antisemitic comments.
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In other posts, the writer said Jews helped finance Hitler’s political rise in Germany and suggested an 

antisemitic plot was involved in Russia’s recent invasion of Ukraine.
“The more Ukrainians die NEEDLESSLY the cheaper the land will be for Jews to buy up,” the post said.
In a Sept. 27 post, the writer said any journalists who denied Trump’s false claims of widespread voter 

fraud in the 2020 presidential election “should be dragged straight out into the street and shot.”

DNA evidence frees California man imprisoned for decades
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A man who spent more than 38 years behind bars for a 1983 murder and two 

attempted murders has been released from a California prison after long-untested DNA evidence pointed 
to a different person, the Los Angeles County district attorney said Friday.

The conviction of Maurice Hastings, 69, and a life sentence were vacated during an Oct. 20 court hear-
ing at the request of prosecutors and his lawyers from the Los Angeles Innocence Project at California 
State University, Los Angeles.

“I prayed for many years that this day would come,” Hastings said at a news conference Friday, adding: 
“I am not pointing fingers; I am not standing up here a bitter man, but I just want to enjoy my life now 
while I have it.”

“What has happened to Mr. Hastings is a terrible injustice,” District Attorney George Gascón said in a 
statement. “The justice system is not perfect, and when we learn of new evidence which causes us to 
lose confidence in a conviction, it is our obligation to act swiftly.”

The victim in the case, Roberta Wydermyer, was sexually assaulted and killed by a single gunshot to 
the head, authorities said. Her body was found in the trunk of her vehicle in the Los Angeles suburb of 
Inglewood.

Hastings was charged with special-circumstance murder and the district attorney’s office sought the 
death penalty but the jury deadlocked. A second jury convicted him and he was sentenced in 1988 to life 
in prison without possibility of parole.

Hastings has maintained he was innocent since the time of his arrest.
At the time of the victim’s autopsy, the coroner conducted a sexual assault examination and semen was 

detected in an oral swab, the district attorney’s statement said.
Hastings sought DNA testing in 2000 but at that time the DA’s office denied the request. Hastings sub-

mitted a claim of innocence to the DA’s Conviction Integrity Unit last year and DNA testing last June found 
that the semen was not his.

The DNA profile was put into a state database this month and was matched to a person who was 
convicted of an armed kidnapping in which a female victim was placed in a vehicle’s trunk as well as the 
forced oral copulation of a woman.

That suspect, whose name was not released, died in prison in 2020.
The district attorney’s office said it is working with police to further investigate the involvement of the 

dead person in the case.

National anthem singer flubs lyrics at World Series opener
By RONALD BLUM AP Baseball Writer
HOUSTON (AP) — Grammy-nominated singer Eric Burton lost track of the lyrics during “The Star-Spangled 

Banner” before Friday night’s World Series opener between Houston and Philadelphia.
With players and staff lined up on the field for the traditional pre-game ceremony, and a giant American 

flag unfurled across the outfield, the Black Pumas band leader went off track on the second line. He sang: 
“What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last streaming” instead of “gleaming.”

He continued correctly with: “Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight.” But then, 
instead of “O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming?” he backtracked to “What so proudly 
we hail’d at the twilight’s last” before again singing “streaming” instead of “gleaming.”
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Burton then picked up correctly with “And the rocket’s red glare, the bomb bursting in air” and finished 

uneventfully.
Burton performed at last year’s televised concert for President Joe Biden’s inauguration.

Paul Pelosi attack highlights rising threats to lawmakers
By MARY CLARE JALONICK Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s something that goes along with being a member of Congress, no matter your 

party or your status: constant threats to your life, and the unshakeable feeling that they’re only getting 
worse.

In the almost two years since the Capitol insurrection, in which supporters of former President Donald 
Trump broke into the Capitol and hunted House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and members of Congress, threats 
to lawmakers and their families have increased sharply. Early Friday, an assailant looking for Pelosi broke 
into her San Francisco home and used a hammer to attack her husband Paul, who suffered blunt-force 
injuries and was hospitalized.

It is, in fact, getting worse: The U.S. Capitol Police investigated almost 10,000 threats to members last 
year, more than twice the number from four years earlier.

“We are 100%, completely vulnerable and the risks are increasing,” says Illinois Rep. Mike Quigley, a 
Chicago-area Democrat. “If someone wants to harm you, they know where you live, they know where 
you work.”

Lawmakers have pressured congressional leaders and the Capitol Police for better security, especially 
for their families and their homes outside of Washington. They have made some progress, with security 
officials promising to pay for upgrades to certain security systems and an increased Capitol Police pres-
ence outside Washington. But the vast majority of members are mostly on their own as they figure out 
how to keep themselves and their families safe in a country where political violence has become alarm-
ingly frequent.

The attack on Paul Pelosi happened when Nancy Pelosi was out of town, which meant there was less 
of a security presence in their home.

“It’s attacks like this that make all of us stand back and wonder what we can do better,” says Rep. Rod-
ney Davis, R-Ill., who was at a baseball practice four years ago in Alexandria, Virginia, when a gunman 
wounded Rep. Steve Scalise, R-La., and four other people.

Davis, who was defeated for reelection in his Republican primary earlier this year, says security needs 
to be improved for members and their families, and “we also have to work to tone down some of the 
violent rhetoric that inspires some of these individuals to do what they do.”

As have many of their colleagues, Davis and Quigley both say they have improved security at their homes 
in recent years. Two years after the baseball shooting, an Illinois man was arrested for threatening to 
shoot Davis in the head. Randall Tarr pleaded guilty to federal charges and was sentenced to probation.

Davis has since urged his colleagues to report all threats to the police and work with local prosecutors 
to make sure people are charged. “You’ve got to take that threat seriously,” he says.

Incidents like that are disturbingly common. On Friday, just hours after the assault on Pelosi, the Justice 
Department announced that a man pleaded guilty to making threatening telephone calls to an unidentified 
California congressman’s office and saying he had “a lot of AR-15s” and wanted to kill the congressman 
and members of his staff.

In July, a man accosted New York Rep. Lee Zeldin, a Republican who is running for governor of New 
York, as he spoke at a campaign event and told Zeldin, “You’re done.” Zeldin wrestled the man to the 
ground and escaped with only a minor scrape.

Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., revealed earlier this year that a man came to her house with a gun, 
screaming obscenities. After the incident, she wrote congressional leaders a letter and asked them to do 
more to keep members safe.

Lawmakers have received some upgraded security since the Jan. 6 insurrection. In July, the House Ser-



Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 114 ~ 37 of 71

Groton Daily Independent
geant at Arms sent a letter to all House offices saying that members could have up to $10,000 reimbursed 
for security upgrades in their homes, including intrusion detection systems, cameras, locks and lighting. 
But in reality, sophisticated security can cost much more.

And some members do get added security, if there are serious threats. Nancy Pelosi and other congres-
sional leaders have Capitol Police security with them at all times, as do members who are deemed to be 
most vulnerable at any given time. That security apparatus doesn’t always extend to families when the 
member isn’t at home, however, making spouses like Paul Pelosi more vulnerable.

Members of the House committee investigating the Jan. 6 insurrection also have round-the-clock pro-
tection. Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., the chair of the committee, issued a statement Friday urging 
“federal agencies and law enforcement to redouble their efforts to protect officials, our elections, and our 
democracy in the days ahead.”

Illinois Rep. Adam Kinzinger, one of two Republicans on that committee, recently released menacing 
voicemails he had received threatening his wife and baby. Kinzinger tweeted Friday after Paul Pelosi’s as-
sault that “every GOP candidate and elected official must speak out, and now.”

Republican Rep. Davis also urged his colleagues, Democrat and Republican, to condemn the attack.
“The attack on Paul Pelosi is not only an attack on Nancy Pelosi and her family,” Davis said. “It’s an at-

tack on all of us.”

US gathered intel on Oregon protesters, report shows
By ANDREW SELSKY Associated Press
SALEM, Ore. (AP) — U.S. Department of Homeland Security officials in the Trump administration com-

piled extensive intelligence dossiers on people who were arrested, even for minor offenses, during Black 
Lives Matter protests in Oregon.

Initial drafts of the dossiers even included friends of the subjects as well as their interests, but those 
were later removed and replaced with a note that they would be made available upon request, according 
to an internal review by the Department of Homeland Security.

The dossiers, known by agents as baseball cards, were previously normally compiled on non-U.S. citi-
zens or only on Americans with “a demonstrated terrorism nexus,” according to the 76-page report. It 
was previously released last year but contains new revelations based on extensive redactions that were 
removed by the Biden administration.

Ben Wizner, an attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union’s free speech, privacy and technology 
project, said the report indicates leaders of the Department of Homeland Security wanted to inflate the 
risk caused by protesters in Portland. The city became an epicenter of sometimes violent demonstrations 
in the wake of the killing of George Floyd, a Black man, by a Minneapolis police officer. But many protest-
ers, including women belonging to a “Wall of Moms” ad hoc group and military veterans, were peaceful.

“We have a dark history of intelligence agencies collecting dossiers on protesters,” Wizner said over the 
phone from New York, referring to domestic spying in the 1960s and 1970s against civil rights activists, 
Vietnam War protesters and others.

“We need to be especially careful if agencies that are tasked with intelligence gathering are going to 
step in to to look at protest activity and where Americans are exercising their First Amendment rights,” 
Wizner said.

Protesters who break the law aren’t immune from being investigated, Wizner said, but intelligence agen-
cies should be careful not to create “a chilling environment” for Americans to legally exercise their right 
to dissent.

The report reveals actions carried out by the DHS’ Office of Intelligence and Analysis in June and July 
2020, when militarized federal agents were deployed to Portland.

When the dossiers, officially known as Operational Background Reports, were being compiled, some 
DHS analysts voiced concerns over the legality of collecting intelligence “on protestors arrested for trivial 
criminal infractions having little to no connection to domestic terrorism,” the report said. Some of the 
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employees even refused to participate.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Oregon, obtained the report with most redactions removed and provided it 
to reporters Thursday. Wyden, a member of the Senate select committee on intelligence, criticized DHS 
leaders in the Trump administration for actions revealed in the document.

“Political DHS officials spied on Oregonians for exercising their First Amendment right to protest and 
justified it with baseless conspiracy theories,” Wyden said.

Brian Murphy, who was then the acting undersecretary of DHS’ intelligence unit, insisted on calling vio-
lent protesters “Violent Antifa Anarchists Inspired,” even though “overwhelming intelligence regarding the 
motivations or affiliations of the violent protesters did not exist,” according to the report.

Top DHS leaders even wanted the department’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis to create dossiers 
on everyone participating in the Portland protests, but Murphy advised that the unit could only look at 
people who were arrested.

Surveillance was broadly used in other cities as well during the 2020 protests, with federal agencies 
sending unmanned drones and military aircraft to assist local law enforcement. But it’s not clear exactly 
how that surveillance was used: The ACLU filed a federal lawsuit against several government agencies 
seeking that information late last year, but the case is still underway in the Southern District of New York.

Still, some agencies have acknowledged the surveillance was problematic. An investigation by the In-
spector General Department of the Air Force, completed in August 2020, found that Air National Guard 
aircraft was used to monitor protests in Minnesota, Arizona, California and Washington, D.C. without clear 
approval from military leaders.

The surveillance in Phoenix, Arizona was “particularly concerning,” the Inspector General’s investiga-
tion found, because documentation associated with the flight suggested it was being used to allow law 
enforcement agencies to rapidly deploy to locations where they hoped to deter protest or looting.

“There is no scenario in which it is acceptable or permissible to use DoD (Department of Defense) assets 
to deter demonstrations and protests, assuming they remain lawful,” the report said.

The DHS’ internal review on Portland also shows the baseball cards — which were usually one-page 
summaries — included any past criminal history, travel history, “derogatory information from DHS or In-
telligence Community holdings,” and publicly available social media. Draft dossiers included friends and 
family of protesters as well.

Wyden credited current Undersecretary for Intelligence and Analysis Kenneth Wainstein for reviewing 
the Trump administration’s “unnecessary redactions” and releasing the unredacted report.

Uvalde families make last push for shakeup on Election Day
By ACACIA CORONADO Associated Press
UVALDE, Texas (AP) — Just hours after voting started in Texas, Kimberly Rubio cast her ballot in the 

same Uvalde city building where she waited in May to learn that her daughter, Lexi, was one of 19 fourth-
graders fatally shot at Robb Elementary School.

“If our children aren’t safe, neither are your jobs,” Rubio said as she walked out of her polling place with 
an “I voted” sticker. Nearby, another woman waved a “Don’t tread on me” flag.

The deadliest classroom shooting in Texas history has cast a long shadow in the midterm elections, in-
tensifying Republican Gov. Greg Abbott ‘s campaign against Democrat Beto O’Rourke and driving a blitz of 
television ads. On Thursday, a Republican congressman joined calls for Texas’ state police chief to resign, 
reflecting continued anger five months after the massacre.

But with more than 1 million votes already cast in Texas, Uvalde families who have been most outspo-
ken since the May 24 attack are facing an uphill climb for bigger shakeups on Election Day, including a 
change in governor.

Abbott, who has waved off calls to tighten Texas gun laws since the shooting, has never trailed in polls. 
He is also seizing on national headwinds facing Democrats, who are in danger of losing control of the U.S. 
House, which could scuttle the chances of tougher gun laws at the federal level for the next two years.
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Democrats have hoped outrage in Texas over the latest in a grim series of mass shootings would rouse 

voters to the polls. Through Thursday, turnout was so far lower than 2018 levels in the state’s largest 
counties, which also have the heaviest concentration of Democratic votes. Another week of early voting 
is still ahead.

“We’re still in a very Second Amendment friendly state,” said Matt Langston, a Republican political strate-
gist in Texas, where many residents proudly tout their constitutional right to bear arms.

School safety is still an issue for voters, he said. “But it doesn’t necessarily translate to, ‘Let’s tighten 
gun restrictions.’ It appears that it is more, ‘We’ve got to protect where we’re sending our kids.’ It’s kind 
of a nuanced response,” Langston said.

Republican Rep. Tony Gonzales, whose South Texas district includes Uvalde, became the first major GOP 
figure this week to call for the resignation of the state’s police chief over the hesitant law enforcement 
response and shifting narratives from authorities.

Families of the victims have kept pressure on Col. Steve McCraw, the head of the Texas Department of 
Public Safety, who said Thursday that his police force “did not fail” Uvalde. Two officers have been fired, 
others are under investigation, and Uvalde’s school superintendent abruptly announced his retirement this 
month.

But even just blocks from Robb Elementary, where a sprawling memorial of wooden crosses and stuffed 
animals remains outside the shuttered campus, there are reminders that the shooting is not the biggest 
concern for many voters.

“I don’t think that has anything to do with my vote,” said Dolly Schultz, 52, a Navy veteran and local 
GOP precinct chair. “There was a lot of failures, with law enforcement and everywhere else. But most of 
those people are not running for office so I don’t think that really impacts my vote.”

President Joe Biden’s closing arguments heading into the Nov. 8 election are zeroing in on economic 
issues amid raging inflation and fears of a recession. A June poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research found that about 30% of Americans mentioned gun policy as one of the major 
issues facing the country.

In 2018, Florida lawmakers enacted new restrictions on guns just three weeks after the deadly shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. In that same timeframe, Republicans in Texas — who are 
poised to keep a commanding majority in the state Legislature after Election Day — have gone the other 
direction, expanding gun access after mass shootings at Santa Fe High School in suburban Houston and 
at an El Paso Walmart.

Fred Guttenberg, whose 14-year-old daughter Jaime was one of 17 people killed in the Florida shooting, 
said his advice to Uvalde parents is to not get frustrated or discouraged.

“They slow things down, they make progress harder,” Guttenberg said of opponents. “But we the voters 
get a choice.”

Among Uvalde’s early voting locations is the civic center where parents were told to wait on the day 
of the May 24 shooting. In the parking lot Monday, Javier Cazares set up a blue canopy and sat himself 
behind a table with three tidy stacks of campaign pamphlets on the first day of early voting, when more 
than 700 ballots were cast in the county.

His daughter Jackyln, 9, died in the shooting. Now he is running as a write-in candidate for Uvalde 
County commissioner. “Some people hear us, some tend to turn the other way. But we are not going to 
stop doing this,” Cazares said.

As other parents whose children died in the shooting arrived to vote together, they each held up signs 
for Cazares while examining a sample ballot to learn how a write-in vote works. They buzzed in anticipa-
tion to place their votes.

“We have had people fighting for the last 15 years, Columbine to Virginia Tech, there’s a lot of people 
who are still out there fighting,” Cazares said. “That is going to be me from here on out.”

Musk took over Twitter. Then some users began testing chaos
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By HALELUYA HADERO and SOPHIA TULP The Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Shortly after Elon Musk took control of Twitter, some conservative personalities wasted 

no time to jump on the platform and recirculate long-debunked conspiracy theories in a tongue-in-cheek 
attempt to “test” whether Twitter’s policies on misinformation were still being enforced.

Twitter has made no announcements of any immediate policy changes and in a tweet posted on Friday 
afternoon, Musk said Twitter will be forming a “content moderation council with widely diverse viewpoints,” 
and “no major content decisions or account reinstatements will happen before that council convenes.”

But that didn’t stop users from cheering — or criticizing — what they expected to be a quick embrace 
of Musk’s previous pledges to cut back on moderation in the name of promoting free speech. Some were 
all too eager to see what they could get away with under the new regime.

Popular right-wing pundits tweeted buzzwords such as “ivermectin,” and “Trump won” to see whether 
they’d be penalized for content they suggested would previously have been flagged. Ivermectin, a cheap 
drug that kills parasites in humans and animals, has been promoted by some Republican lawmakers and 
conservative talk show hosts as an effective way to treat COVID-19. But health experts have been pushing 
back, warning there’s scant evidence to support the belief that it works.

“Ok, @elonmusk, is this thing on..?” Steve Cortes, a former commentator for the conservative TV net-
work Newsmax and adviser to former President Donald Trump wrote in a tweet, where he included a 
microphone emoji. “THERE ARE TWO SEXES TRUMP WON IVERMECTIN ROCKS.”

In a letter aimed to soothe the fears of advertisers, Musk vowed Thursday that Twitter won’t be a “free-
for-all hellscape, where anything can be said with no consequences.”

But the jury is still out on what will become of the social media platform — and what it will tolerate. 
Observers are eyeing who stays, who goes and who might potentially come back from the list of people 
the platform has banned over the years. They range from Trump, to conspiracy theorist Alex Jones and 
former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke — none of whom have returned to the platform so far.

The Associated Press checked at least a dozen other Twitter accounts that were suspended by the 
platform — including those used by right-wing activist James O’Keefe and MyPillow Chief Executive Mike 
Lindell — and each turned up an “account suspended” message as of Friday afternoon.

At least one still found a way to get his message out.
“I am very happy that Twitter is now in sane hands, and will no longer be run by Radical Left Lunatics 

and Maniacs that truly hate our country,” Trump said Friday morning in a post on his social media platform 
Truth Social, leaving no indication of whether he’d return to the platform or not even though Musk has 
said he would allow it.

“I LOVE TRUTH!,” he said, adding Twitter will be “better” if it works to get rid of bots and fake accounts 
“that have hurt it so badly.”

Earlier in the day, news outlets reported Kanye West, the rapper legally known as Ye, appeared to be 
back on Twitter after being locked out of his account earlier this month over his antisemitic posts on the 
social media platform.

But there was no evidence to suggest the status of his account had changed or that Musk played a role, 
and there was no sign of recent activity. Twitter did not immediately reply to a request for comment on 
whether Ye was back on the platform. The rapper and fashion designer had also been suspended from 
Instagram, where his account there was recently reinstated.

Meanwhile, dozens of extremist profiles — some newly created — circulated racial slurs and Nazi im-
agery while expressing gratitude to Musk for his new leadership. One such post shared a breaking news 
update about Musk taking over the company, tweeting a racial slur and the message, “thank you Elon.” 
Another anonymous account tweeted, “Elon now controls Twitter, unleash the racial slurs,” along with 
several derogatory comments.

“His acquisition of Twitter has opened Pandora’s box,” the advocacy group Ultraviolet said in a prepared 
statement on Friday, while also urging Musk, Twitter executives and the company’s board of directors to 
continue to enforce the ban on Trump “as well as violent right-wing extremists and white supremacists.”

Some users reacted to the news by threatening to quit, and others made fun of them for doing so. 
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The terms “Elon,” and “deleting,” appeared in Twitter’s top trends Friday as users discussed the fallout. 
Speculation also permeated the platform. Some worried the number of their Twitter followers was plung-
ing, theorizing that Twitter may be cleaning up bots. Other users posted unverified reports that their “like” 
counts were dwindling.

“Elon Musk bought a platform, he didn’t buy people,” said Jennifer Grygiel, a social media expert and 
professor at Syracuse University. “And we still have a choice in how we get our news, our information and 
how we communicate.”

Grygiel said there will be a flight to quality if Twitter descends into further chaos under Musk, and maybe 
that isn’t a bad thing as the platform has increasingly come to serve corporate and state media interests.

And as always, users were quick to crack jokes — aiming to cut through the disorder in more comical 
ways.

“In honor of Elon now owning this site, I’d like to start utter chaos,” CNN commentator Bakari Sellers 
wrote in a Tweet on Friday morning. “Which is better Popeyes or Bojangles and why?”

Biden to head to Cambodia, Egypt, Indonesia for summits
By AAMER MADHANI Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden will make a week-long, three country trip next month for a 

quartet of summits—including one that could potentially put him in the same room as China’s Xi Jinping 
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin.

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre announced Friday that Biden will first travel to Sharm 
el-Sheikh, Egypt on Nov. 11 for the COP 27 climate conference before heading to Phnom Penh, Cambo-
dia, to participate in the U.S.-ASEAN Summit of Southeast Asian leaders and the East Asia Summit. He’ll 
then head to Bali, Indonesia for the Group of 20 summit, a gathering of leaders from most of the world’s 
largest economies.

The president’s overseas travel begins just days after the pivotal midterm elections in the United States, 
which will determine which party controls the House and Senate.

The G-20 summit could also offer Biden his first opportunity as president to meet face-to-face with his 
Chinese counterpart, Xi, and potentially puts him in the same room with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Saudi Arabia’s crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman. The prince, who often is referred to by his initials 
MBS, is the de facto leader of the oil rich kingdom.

Putin, Xi and MBS have yet to announce their travel plans.
Biden and Xi travelled together in the U.S. and China when both were vice presidents and have held 

several calls since Biden became president in January 2021. But the U.S.-China relationship has become 
increasingly fraught.

The U.S. president has taken China to task for human rights abuses against the Uyghur and other eth-
nic minorities, squelching democracy activists’ voices in Hong Kong, coercive trade practices, its military 
provocations against democratic, self-ruled Taiwan and differences over Russia’s prosecution of its eight-
month -old war against Ukraine

Xi’s government, meanwhile, has criticized the Biden administration’s posture toward Taiwan—which 
Beijing looks to eventually unify with communist mainland China— as undermining China’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.

White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said earlier this week that U.S. and Chinese 
officials were working to arrange a meeting of the leaders but one has not yet been confirmed. Biden on 
Wednesday at the start of a meeting with Defense Department officials underscored the “responsibility 
to manage increasingly intense competition with China.”

“We must maintain, as I said, our military advantage, but we’re making it clear that we don’t seek con-
flict,” Biden said.

It’s less likely that Biden would hold one-on-one meetings with Putin or MBS.
The Biden administration organized the international community to hit Moscow with a barrage of sanc-

tions following the Russian invasion of Ukraine and has pledged more than $40 billion in economic and 
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military assistance to assist Ukraine and its neighbors impacted by the war.

Biden and Putin held a face-to-face meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, in June 2021, months before Russia 
began massing troops along Ukraine’s border. They last spoke by phone in February, with Biden warning 
Putin that Russia would face “severe costs” if he moved forward with the invasion.

Biden announced earlier this month that there would be “consequences” for Saudi Arabia after the Riyadh-
led OPEC+ alliance moves to cut oil production. The White House also said it is reevaluating its relationship 
with the kingdom in light of the oil production cut that White House officials say will help Russia, another 
OPEC+ member, pad its coffers as it continues its nearly eight-month war in Ukraine.

Vice President Kamala Harris will travel separately to Bangkok, Thailand, to attend the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Leaders’ meeting Nov. 18-19, and then visit Manila, the Philippines, the White House said.

Elon Musk takes over Twitter but where will he go from here?
By BARBARA ORTUTAY, TOM KRISHER and MATT O’BRIEN AP Business Writers
Elon Musk has taken control of Twitter after a protracted legal battle and months of uncertainty. The 

question now is what the billionaire Tesla CEO will actually do with the social media platform.
Musk gave one indication of where he’s headed in a tweet Friday, saying no decisions on content or 

reinstating of accounts will be made until a “content moderation council” is put in place. The council, he 
wrote, would have diverse viewpoints.

Major personnel shakeups are widely expected, with Musk ousting several top Twitter executives on 
Thursday. A fourth confirmed his departure, in a tweet.

But Musk, the tech guru and self-proclaimed “Chief Twit,” has otherwise made contradictory statements 
about his vision for the company — and shared few concrete plans for how he will run it after buying it 
for $44 billion.

That has left Twitter’s users, advertisers and employees to parse his every move in an effort to guess 
where he might take the company. Many are looking to see if he will welcome back a number of influential 
conservative figures banned for violating Twitter’s rules — speculation that is only heightened by upcoming 
elections in Brazil, the U.S. and elsewhere.

“I will be digging in more today,” he tweeted early Friday, in response to a conservative political podcaster 
who has complained that the platform favors liberals and secretively downgrades conservative voices.

Former President Donald Trump, an avid tweeter before he was banned, said Friday he was “very happy 
that Twitter is now in sane hands” but promoted his own social media site, Truth Social, that he launched 
after being blocked from the more widely used platform.

Trump was banned two days after the Jan. 6 attacks for a pair of tweets that the company said con-
tinued to cast doubts on the legitimacy of the presidential election and raised risks for the presidential 
inauguration that Trump said he would not be attending.

Trump has repeatedly said that he will not return to Twitter even if his account is reinstated, though 
some allies wonder if he’ll be able to resist as he moves closer to announcing another expected presidential 
campaign. His Twitter account remained suspended Friday.

Meanwhile, conservative personalities on the site began recirculating long-debunked conspiracy theories, 
including about COVID-19 and the 2020 election, in a tongue-in-cheek attempt to “test” whether Twitter’s 
policies on misinformation were still being enforced.

The mercurial Musk has not made it easy to anticipate what he’ll do.
He has criticized Twitter’s dependence on advertisers, but made a statement Thursday that seemed 

aimed at soothing their fears. He has complained about restrictions on speech on the platform — but 
then vowed he wouldn’t let it become a “hellscape.” And for months it wasn’t even clear if he wanted to 
control the company at all.

After Musk signed a deal to acquire Twitter in April, he tried to back out of it, leading the company to 
sue him to force him to go through with the acquisition. A Delaware judge had ordered that the deal be 
finalized by Friday.
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Wedbush analyst Dan Ives estimated that Musk and his investors overpaid. Even Musk has said the $44 

billion price tag for Twitter was too high but that the company had great potential.
The payment “will go down as one of the most overpaid tech acquisitions in the history of M&A deals 

on the Street, in our opinion,” Ives wrote in a note to investors. “With fair value that we would peg at 
roughly $25 billion, Musk buying Twitter remains a major head scratcher that ultimately he could not get 
out of once the Delaware Courts got involved.”

After months of uncertainty, a series of moves by Musk this week signaled that the deal would in fact 
go through.

On Wednesday, he strolled into the company’s San Francisco headquarters carrying a porcelain sink 
and tweeted “Entering Twitter HQ — let that sink in!” Then on Thursday, he tweeted, “the bird is freed,” 
a reference to Twitter’s logo.

The same day, Musk fired CEO Parag Agrawal, CFO Ned Segal and Chief Legal Counsel Vijaya Gadde. 
Sean Edgett, who had been Twitter’s general counsel, confirmed on Twitter Friday that he’s also out of a 
job, posting that the company is full of the most amazing people. “Keep taking good care of this place, 
Tweagle,” he added, referring to the company name for Twitter’s legal department. Gadde, meanwhile, 
removed all references to her former employer from her Twitter bio, while trolls continued to post thou-
sands abusive messages in replies to her most recent tweet.

As concerns rise about the direction of Twitter’s content moderation, European Union Internal Market 
Commissioner Thierry Breton tweeted to Musk on Friday that “In Europe, the bird will fly by our rules.”

Breton and Musk met in May and appeared in a video together in which Musk said he agreed with the 
27-nation bloc’s strict new online regulations. Its Digital Services Act threatens big tech companies with 
billions in fines if they don’t police platforms more strictly for illegal or harmful content such as hate speech 
and disinformation.

Musk has also spent months deriding Twitter’s “spam bots” and making sometimes conflicting pronounce-
ments about Twitter’s problems and how to fix them.

He posted a note Thursday aimed at addressing concerns that his plans to promote free speech by cut-
ting back on moderating content will open the floodgates to more online toxicity and drive away users. It 
showed a newfound emphasis on ad revenue, especially a need for Twitter to provide more “relevant ads” 
— which typically means targeted ads that rely on collecting and analyzing users’ personal information.

About 90% of Twitter’s revenue comes from advertising, but it’s far from being the biggest digital mar-
keting platform. Google, Amazon and Meta account for about 75% of digital ads. Twitter was just 1% of 
global digital ad spending in 2022, according to an Insider Intelligence projection.

Lou Paskalis, former head of media for Bank of America, said Twitter’s most loyal advertisers, many 
Fortune 100 companies, believe in the platform and probably won’t leave unless “some really untoward 
things” happen. On Friday, General Motors announced that it had temporarily paused its Twitter advertis-
ing while it works to “understand the direction of the platform” under Musk’s ownership. GM described 
the pause as a normal step it takes when a media platform undergoes “significant change.”

The takeover means Twitter is becoming a private company. Trading of its shares was suspended Friday, 
and they will be pulled from the New York Stock Exchange next month.

Musk now gets chance to defeat Twitter’s many fake accounts
By MATT O’BRIEN AP Technology Writer
Twitter’s unending fight against spam accounts is now a problem for new owner Elon Musk, who pledged 

in April to defeat the bot scourge or “die trying!”
He later cited bots as a reason to back out of buying the social platform. Now that the billionaire has 

completed the deal, he’s faced with the task of delivering on his promise to clean up the fake profiles that 
have preoccupied him and bedeviled Twitter since long before he expressed interest in acquiring it.

The challenge carries high stakes. The bot count matters because advertisers — Twitter’s chief revenue 
source — want to know roughly how many real humans they are reaching when they buy ads. It’s also 
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important in the effort to stop bad actors from amassing an army of accounts to amplify misinformation 
or harass political adversaries.

“The bigger picture in my mind is: How do we make Twitter a better place for everybody,” said bot-
counting expert Emilio Ferrara, who worked over the summer to investigate the problem for Musk. He cited 
the “value of the platform as a societal experience, as a collective place to have civilized discourse and 
talk freely without interference from nefarious accounts,” or scams, spam, pornography and harassment.

To find out just how bad the bots are, Musk hired Ferrara and other data scientists to investigate. At the 
time, he sought to prove that Twitter was misleading the public when it said fewer than 5% of its daily 
active users are fake or spam accounts. If Twitter lied or withheld crucial information about the bot count, 
Musk could argue that he was justified in terminating the $44 billion agreement.

Ferrara, an associate professor of computer science and communications at the University of Southern 
California, said he had no real interest in whether Musk ultimately ended up owning the platform.

Instead, he hoped that “any findings would be able to help improve the platform,” Ferrara told The As-
sociated Press, speaking for the first time about his planned role as Musk’s expert trial witness.

The question now is what Musk will do with that information. Ferrara’s presentation — some 350 pages 
of analysis and supporting documents — is locked up in confidential court filings, and he said he can’t 
disclose his conclusions.

Twitter’s former leaders and its lawyers said Musk wildly exaggerated the problem because he had buyer’s 
remorse. Precise counts are “almost impossible” because any bot estimate is based on assumptions that 
can lead to bias, said Filippo Menczer, a researcher who was not working for either side in the dispute.

“Nobody knows exactly how bad the problem is,” said Menczer, director of Indiana University’s Obser-
vatory on Social Media. “I would guess it’s not as bad as Musk said and not as good as Twitter claimed.”

Many experts also doubt Musk’s ability to easily make improvements, which he’s suggested would rely 
on using algorithms to track and remove fake accounts and implementing new measures to “authenticate” 
real people.

Earlier this month, Ferrara was preparing to travel to the East Coast to testify in Delaware, where Musk 
was defending against Twitter’s lawsuit asking a court to force him to close the deal. But two weeks be-
fore the scheduled Oct. 17 trial, Musk changed his mind and said he would go ahead with the $44 billion 
acquisition. It closed Thursday.

Most legal experts didn’t think Musk had much of a case. The court’s head judge seemed likely to side 
with Twitter based on the specific terms and conditions of the April purchase agreement.

But that’s not to say Musk didn’t have a point about the bots, according to Ferrara and other research-
ers hired by Musk’s legal team.

The analysis firm CounterAction, which worked with Ferrara, said it concluded in a July 18 report submit-
ted to the court that Twitter’s spam rate for monetizable accounts — those of value to advertisers — was 
at least 10% and could be as high as 14.2%, depending on how the rate is measured.

Trevor Davis, the firm’s founder and CEO, said that analysis was based on a “firehose” of internal data 
that Twitter gave to Musk, but the company declined to provide additional data sought by Musk’s team.

“We expect that access to the withheld data would reveal an even higher true spam rate,” Davis said 
in a prepared statement.

Musk has long been preoccupied with Twitter spambots promoting cryptocurrency schemes, in part 
because as a celebrity user with more than 110 million followers, he sees a lot of them. Some scammers 
have opened accounts mimicking Musk’s name and likeness to try to get people to think he’s endorsing 
something.

Not all bots are bad. Twitter encourages the use of automated accounts that report the weather, earth-
quakes or post humor or lines from literary classics. Twitter also allows for anonymity, which protects free 
speech and privacy — especially in authoritarian regions. But that practice can make it harder to root out 
malicious fake accounts.

Ferrara first caught Twitter’s attention in the aftermath of revelations that Russia used social media to 
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meddle in the U.S. presidential election in 2016, when he led a research group that estimated that 9% to 
15% of Twitter’s active English-language accounts were bots.

In a blog post soon after, Twitter complained that such outside research “is often inaccurate and meth-
odologically flawed.” The company has repeatedly reported the under-5% number in its quarterly filings 
to the Securities and Exchange Commission, though it also cautions that it could be higher.

Before Musk’s takeover, Twitter said it removed 1 million spam accounts each day. To calculate how 
many accounts are malicious spam, Twitter reviews thousands of accounts sampled at random, using both 
public and private data such as IP addresses, phone numbers, geolocation and how the account behaves 
when it is active.

But over the past months, Musk and Twitter have tussled over the methodology. Twitter uses a metric 
it calls mDAU, for monetizable daily active usage.

That “is literally a metric they invented,” Ferrara said. “You cannot contrast and compare that metric 
with any other service.”

When Musk first started publicly raising questions about the bot numbers after agreeing to buy the 
company, another firm, Israel-based Cyabra, said it had the answer.

“That elusive number you are looking for ... we have it. It’s 13.7%,” the firm tweeted on May 17, flagging 
Musk’s Twitter handle to get his attention.

Cyabra’s machine-learning technology works by scanning a large number of social media profiles to track 
behavioral patterns, trying to pick out which are behaving like humans. Such guesswork can misfire — but 
the tweet caught the attention of people close to Musk, if not the billionaire himself.

Cyabra CEO Dan Brahmy said the company started working with the Musk camp by the end of May. 
Regardless of what the true count is, he said it’s not going to be an easy problem to solve.

“Some bots are definitely nefarious,” Brahmy said. “The trade-offs are between being extremely high 
on sign-up standards and information security versus being extremely open minded in a way” that fosters 
freedom of speech and creativity.

Wisconsin ballot spoiling is a no-go after court upholds ban
By SCOTT BAUER Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A Wisconsin appeals court is refusing to block a lower court’s ruling prohibiting 

voters who already submitted an absentee ballot from voiding it and voting again, a rarely used practice 
known as ballot spoiling.

The 2nd District Court of Appeals decided Thursday against hearing an appeal of a Waukesha County 
circuit court judge’s ruling this month in favor of a conservative group founded by prominent Republicans.

That ruling required the bipartisan Wisconsin Elections Commission to rescind its guidance that allowed 
the spoiling of ballots that had already been cast. Voters who obtained an absentee ballot, but have not 
yet voted and want to obtain a new one, can still do that.

The elections commission held an emergency meeting Friday, less than two weeks before the Nov. 8 
election, and unanimously voted to rescind the guidance issued in August detailing how an already cast 
ballot could be spoiled.

Very few voters have actually spoiled their absentee ballots after voting in recent elections, data provided 
by the elections commission to The Associated Press shows.

In the August primary, just 3,519 people cast a new ballot after spoiling their original one, less than 
0.3% of all votes cast, the data shows.

In the 2020 presidential election, nearly 33,000 voters spoiled their ballots and cast new ones, nearly 1% 
of all votes. In that election, President Joe Biden defeated former President Donald Trump by 20,682 votes.

In the 2018 midterm election, 369 ballots were spoiled and recast, just .01% of all ballots.
There’s no way to know how many of the spoiled ballots were from Democrats or Republicans since 

voters in Wisconsin do not register by party.
Wisconsin voters have been submitting absentee ballots by mail for weeks and in person since Monday. 
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As of Friday, more than 397,000 ballots had been cast either by mail or in person, according to the elec-
tions commission.

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers and Republican U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson are both on the ballot in tight races. 
Johnson’s race could determine which party has majority control of the Senate and the next governor will 
be in position to either enact or reject bills passed by the Republican-controlled Legislature heading into 
the 2024 presidential election.

The appeals court on Oct. 10 agreed to put the lower court’s ruling on hold while it decided whether 
to hear the appeal from the elections commission, the Democratic National Committee and Rise, Inc., a 
group that works to get college students to vote.

“The court’s order does not change what is on the ballot. Nor does it prevent a single voter—Democrat, 
Republican, or otherwise—from casting a ballot in the upcoming election,” the appeals court said. “Thus, 
claims of confusion and disenfranchisement ring hollow.”

The appeals court’s ruling lifted that hold as of 3 p.m. on Friday, leading to the emergency elections 
commission meeting,

The order from Waukesha County Circuit Judge Brad Schimel, a former Republican attorney general, 
required the elections commission to inform municipal clerks and local election officials that its guidance 
on ballot spoiling issued Aug. 1 had been withdrawn. Schimel also forbid the commission from issuing any 
future guidance related to ballot spoiling that is not allowed under the law.

Restoring Integrity and Trust in Elections, or RITE, filed the lawsuit last month. The group was created 
in July by former U.S. Attorney General William Barr, longtime Republican strategist Karl Rove, GOP donor 
Steve Wynn and others. It has also filed election-related lawsuits in the battleground states of Arizona 
and Pennsylvania.

Derek Lyons, the group’s president, hailed the appeals court’s ruling as “another major victory for Wis-
consin voters and for commonsense.”

Ballot spoiling got more attention in Wisconsin during the August primary after a Republican candidate 
for governor and three top Democratic candidates for U.S. Senate dropped out of the races, but their 
names were still on the ballots. The elections commission made clear then that voters who had cast their 
ballots for one of them absentee could spoil it and vote again for someone still in the race.

RITE argued that the practice in Wisconsin is both against the law and creates additional opportunities 
for fraud and confusion. The appeals court noted that state law does allow for a clerk to issue a new bal-
lot if a voter returns a “spoiled or damaged absentee ballot.” But the law does not appear to authorize a 
clerk to spoil a ballot that’s already been cast and issue a new one, the appeals court said.

Wall Street rally marks first weekly win streak since summer
By STAN CHOE, DAMIAN J. TROISE and ALEX VEIGA AP Business Writers
Technology stocks led a broad rally on Wall Street Friday, capping another strong week for the market, 

as investors welcomed solid profits from Apple and other companies.
The S&P 500 rose 2.5% and posted its first back-to-back weekly gains since August. The Dow Jones 

Industrial Average rose 2.6% and the tech-heavy Nasdaq composite climbed 2.9%. Smaller company 
stocks also gained ground, lifting the Russell 2000 index by 2.3%.

Apple’s latest quarterly results showed the iPhone maker made even fatter profits during the summer 
than expected. Its shares rose 7.6% and led a rally in technology stocks that had largely been beat up a 
day earlier.

Intel jumped 10.7% after delivering much bigger profit than analysts forecasted even though it said it 
saw “worsening economic conditions.”

Gilead Sciences soared 12.9%, and T-Mobile US gained 7.4% after they also topped Wall Street’s profit 
expectations.

Investors were also encouraged by a report on consumer spending that came a day after new data 
showing the economy grew modestly in the third quarter and inflation eased.
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“You have an economy that almost refuses to keel over, an economy that at its core is resilient, but a 

the same time inflation is easing and that is what the Fed wants and that’s obviously what the market 
wants,” said Quincy Krosby, chief equity strategist for LPL Financial.

That’s helped fuel hopes on Wall Street for a “pivot” by the Federal Reserve, where the central bank 
dials down the big interest-rate hikes that have shaken the market. Such a move could boost the market, 
though many analysts say such hopes may be overdone.

The central bank has been very clear about its plan to err on the side of going too far in order to tame 
inflation, which means the big gains on hopes of a pullback seem premature, said Liz Young, chief invest-
ment strategist at SoFi.

“This rally has now gotten a bit irrational and fragile at this level,” Young said.
The S&P 500 rose 93.76 points to 3,901.06. The Dow gained 828.52 points to 32,861.80. The Nasdaq 

rose 309.78 points to 11,102.45. The Russell 2000 gained 40.60 points to 1,846.92.
Many big U.S. companies have been reporting stronger earnings than expected, though the bag remains 

decidedly mixed.
Solid earnings on Friday helped to offset a 6.8% drop for Amazon, which offered a weaker-than-expected 

forecast for upcoming revenue. It was the latest Big Tech company to take a beating this week after re-
porting some discouraging trends. It’s a sharp turnaround after the group dominated Wall Street for years 
with seemingly unstoppable growth.

Earlier in the week, Meta Platforms lost nearly a quarter of its value after reporting a second straight 
quarter of revenue decline amid falling advertising sales and stiff competition from TikTok. Microsoft and 
Google’s parent company also reported slowdowns in key areas.

Such woes have created a sharp split on Wall Street this week, between lagging Big Tech stocks and the 
rest of the market. The Nasdaq, which is stuffed with high-growth tech stocks, notched a 2.2% gain this 
week. It would have had an even worse showing if not for Apple’s boost from Friday. The Dow, meanwhile, 
jumped 5.7% for the week because it has less of an emphasis on tech.

Rising interest rates have hit Big Tech stock prices harder than the rest of the market, and the pressure 
increased Friday as yields climbed.

“The markets still seem to not want to believe that we might end up in a place where an earnings reces-
sion is possible,” Young said.

Data released in the morning showed the raises that U.S. workers got in wages and other compensation 
during the summer was in line with economists’ expectations. That should keep the Fed on track to keep 
hiking rates sharply in hopes of weakening the job market enough to undercut the nation’s high inflation. 
Other data showed the Fed’s preferred measure of inflation remains very high, and U.S. households con-
tinue to spend more in the face of it.

The Fed is trying to starve inflation of the purchases made by households and businesses needed to 
keep it high. It’s doing that by intentionally slowing the economy and the jobs market. The worry is that 
it could go too far and cause a sharp downturn.

The Fed has already raised its benchmark overnight interest rate up to a range of 3% to 3.25% up from 
virtually zero in March. The widespread expectation is for it to push through another increase that’s triple 
the usual size next week, before it potentially makes a smaller increase in December. Higher rates not 
only slow the economy, they also hurt prices for stocks and other investments.

The yield on the two-year Treasury, which tends to track expectations for Fed action, rose to 4.42% 
from 4.28% late Thursday.

The 10-year yield, which helps set rates for mortgages and many other loans, climbed to 4.01% from 
3.93%.

Trading in Twitter’s stock has ended, after Elon Musk took control of the company following a lengthy 
legal battle.

Jerry Lee Lewis, outrageous rock ‘n’ roll star, dies at 87
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By HILLEL ITALIE AP National Writer
Jerry Lee Lewis, the untamable rock ‘n’ roll pioneer whose outrageous talent, energy and ego collided on 

such definitive records as “Great Balls of Fire” and “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” and sustained a career 
otherwise upended by personal scandal, died Friday morning at 87.

The last survivor of a generation of groundbreaking performers that included Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry 
and Little Richard, Lewis died at his Mississippi home, south of Memphis, Tennessee, representative Zach 
Farnum said in a release. The news came two days after the publication of an erroneous TMZ report of 
his death, later retracted.

Of all the rock rebels to emerge in the 1950s, few captured the new genre’s attraction and danger as 
unforgettably as the Louisiana-born piano player who called himself “The Killer.”

Tender ballads were best left to the old folks. Lewis was all about lust and gratification, with his leering 
tenor and demanding asides, violent tempos and brash glissandi, cocky sneer and crazy blond hair. He 
was a one-man stampede who made the fans scream and the keyboards swear, his live act so combustible 
that during a 1957 performance of “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” on “The Steve Allen Show,” chairs were 
thrown at him like buckets of water on an inferno.

“There was rockabilly. There was Elvis. But there was no pure rock ‘n ‘roll before Jerry Lee Lewis kicked 
in the door,” a Lewis admirer once observed. That admirer was Jerry Lee Lewis.

But in his private life, he raged in ways that might have ended his career today — and nearly did back 
then.

For a brief time, in 1958, he was a contender to replace Presley as rock’s prime hit maker after Elvis 
was drafted into the Army. But while Lewis toured in England, the press learned three damaging things: 
He was married to 13-year-old (possibly even 12-year-old) Myra Gale Brown, she was his cousin, and he 
was still married to his previous wife. His tour was canceled, he was blacklisted from the radio and his 
earnings dropped overnight to virtually nothing.

“I probably would have rearranged my life a little bit different, but I never did hide anything from people,” 
Lewis told the Wall Street Journal in 2014 when asked about the marriage. “I just went on with my life as 
usual.”

Over the following decades, Lewis struggled with drug and alcohol abuse, legal disputes and physical 
illness. Two of his many marriages ended in his wife’s early death. Brown herself divorced him in the early 
1970s and would later allege physical and mental cruelty that nearly drove her to suicide.

“If I was still married to Jerry, I’d probably be dead by now,” she told People magazine in 1989.
Lewis reinvented himself as a country performer in the 1960s, and the music industry eventually forgave 

him, long after he stopped having hits. He won three Grammys, and recorded with some of the industry’s 
greatest stars. In 2006, Lewis came out with “Last Man Standing,” featuring Mick Jagger, Bruce Springsteen, 
B.B. King and George Jones. In 2010, Lewis brought in Jagger, Keith Richards, Sheryl Crow, Tim McGraw 
and others for the album “Mean Old Man.”

In “The Rolling Stone Illustrated History of Rock & Roll,” first published in 1975, he recalled how he 
convinced disc jockeys to give him a second chance.

“This time I said, ‘Look, man, let’s get together and draw a line on this stuff — a peace treaty you know,’” 
he explained. Lewis would still play the old hits on stage, but on the radio he would sing country.

Lewis had a run of top 10 country hits between 1967-70, and hardly mellowed at all. He performed 
drinking songs such as “What’s Made Milwaukee Famous (Has Made a Loser Out of Me)”, the roving eye 
confessions of “She Still Comes Around” and a dry-eyed cover of a classic ballad of abandonment, “She 
Even Woke Me Up to Say Goodbye.” He had remained popular in Europe and a 1964 album, “Live at the 
Star Club, Hamburg,” is widely regarded as one of the greatest concert records.

A 1973 performance proved more troublesome: Lewis sang for the Grand Ole Opry and broke two long-
standing rules — no swearing and no non-country songs.

“I am a rock and rollin’, country-and-western, rhythm and blues-singin’ motherf-----,” he told the audience.
Lewis married seven times, and was rarely far from trouble or death. His fourth wife, Jaren Elizabeth 
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Gunn Pate, drowned in a swimming pool in 1982 while suing for divorce. His fifth wife, Shawn Stephens, 
23 years his junior, died of an apparent drug overdose in 1983. Within a year, Lewis had married Kerrie 
McCarver, then 21. She filed for divorce in 1986, accusing him of physical abuse and infidelity. He coun-
tersued, but both petitions eventually were dropped. They finally divorced in 2005 after several years of 
separation. The couple had one child, Jerry Lee III.

Another son by a previous marriage, Steve Allen Lewis, 3, drowned in a swimming pool in 1962, and son 
Jerry Lee Jr. died in a traffic accident at 19 in 1973. Lewis also had two daughters, Phoebe and Lori Leigh, 
and is survived by his wife Judith.

His finances were also chaotic. Lewis made millions, but he liked his money in cash and ended up owing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to the Internal Revenue Service. When he began welcoming tourists in 
1994 to his longtime residence near Nesbit, Mississippi — complete with a piano-shaped swimming pool 
— he set up a 900 phone number fans could call for a recorded message at $2.75 a minute.

The son of one-time bootlegger Elmo Lewis and the cousin of TV evangelist Jimmy Swaggart and country 
star Mickey Gilley, Lewis was born in Ferriday, Louisiana (Swaggart and Lewis released “The Boys From 
Ferriday,” a gospel album, earlier this year). As a boy, he first learned to play guitar, but found the instru-
ment too confining and longed for an instrument that only the rich people in his town could afford — a 
piano. His life changed when his father pulled up in his truck one day and presented him a dark-wood, 
upright piano.

“My eyes almost fell out of my head,” Lewis recalled in “Jerry Lee Lewis: His Own Story,” written by Rick 
Bragg and published in 2014.

He took to the piano immediately, and began sneaking off to Black juke joints and absorbing everything 
from gospel to boogie-woogie. Conflicted early on between secular and sacred music, he quit school at 
16, with plans of becoming a piano-playing preacher. Lewis briefly attended Southwestern Assemblies of 
God University in Waxahachie, Texas, a fundamentalist Bible college, but was expelled, reportedly, for 
playing the “wrong” kind of music.

“Great Balls of Fire,” a sexualized take on Biblical imagery that Lewis initially refused to record, and 
“Whole Lotta Shakin’” were his most enduring songs and performance pieces. Lewis had only a handful 
of other pop hits, including “High School Confidential” and “Breathless,” but they were enough to ensure 
his place as a rock ‘n’ roll architect.

“No group, be it (the) Beatles, Dylan or Stones, have ever improved on ‘Whole Lotta Shakin’’ for my 
money,” John Lennon would tell Rolling Stone in 1970.

A roadhouse veteran by his early 20s, Lewis took off for Memphis in 1956 and showed up at the studios 
of Sun Records, the musical home of Elvis, Carl Perkins and Johnny Cash. Told by company founder Sam 
Phillips to go learn some rock ‘n roll, Lewis returned and soon hurried off “Whole Lotta Shakin’” in a single 
take.

“I knew it was a hit when I cut it,” he later said. “Sam Phillips thought it was gonna be too risque, it 
couldn’t make it. If that’s risque, well, I’m sorry.”

In 1986, along with Elvis, Chuck Berry and others, he made the inaugural class of inductees for the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and joined the Country Hall of Fame this year. The Killer not only outlasted his 
contemporaries but saw his life and music periodically reintroduced to younger fans, including the 1989 
biopic “Great Balls of Fire,” starring Dennis Quaid, and Ethan Coen’s 2022 documentary “Trouble in Mind.” 
A 2010 Broadway music, “Million Dollar Quartet,” was inspired by a recording session that featured Lewis, 
Elvis, Perkins and Cash.

He won a Grammy in 1987 as part of an interview album that was cited for best spoken word recording, 
and he received a lifetime achievement Grammy in 2005. The following year, “Whole Lotta Shakin’” was 
selected for the Library of Congress’ National Recording Registry, whose board praised the “propulsive 
boogie piano that was perfectly complemented by the drive of J.M. Van Eaton’s energetic drumming. The 
listeners to the recording, like Lewis himself, had a hard time remaining seated during the performance.”

A classmate at Bible school, Pearry Green, remembered meeting Lewis years later and asking if he was 
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still playing the devil’s music.

“Yes, I am,” Lewis answered. “But you know it’s strange, the same music that they kicked me out of 
school for is the same kind of music they play in their churches today. The difference is, I know I am 
playing for the devil and they don’t.”

Family of financier of last U.S. slave ship breaks silence
By JAY REEVES Associated Press
Descendants of the Alabama steamship owner responsible for illegally bringing 110 African captives to 

America aboard the last U.S. slave ship have ended generations of public silence, calling his actions more 
than 160 years ago “evil and unforgivable.”

In a statement released to NBC News, members of Timothy Meaher’s family — which is still prominent 
around Mobile, Alabama — said that what Meaher did on the eve of the Civil War “had consequences that 
have impacted generations of people.”

“Our family has been silent for too long on this matter. However, we are hopeful that we — the current 
generation of the Meaher family — can start a new chapter,” said the statement. Two members of the 
Meaher family didn’t respond to messages seeking additional comment Friday.

The statement came amid the release of “Descendant,” a new documentary about the people who were 
brought to the United States aboard the slave ship Clotilda and their families. The film was acquired by 
Netflix and Higher Ground, the production company of Barack and Michelle Obama.

The Meaher family has started meeting with leaders of the community in around around Africatown, the 
community begun by the Africans in north Mobile after they were released from slavery at the end of the 
Civil War in 1865, the statement said.

Darron Patterson, a descendant of Clotilda captive Pollee Allen, said he met twice last month with a 
Meaher family member who contacted him through an intermediary. The discussions were cordial but 
didn’t delve deeply into details of their shared history, he said.

“Our conversations were just about who we are as people,” he said. “I think it’s important that we begin 
there.”

Patterson was president of the Clotilda Descendants Association at the time. The current president, 
Jeremy Ellis, said the organization had been in contact with the Meaher family by email since the NBC 
story aired on Sunday Today, and members hoped for face-to-face talks.

‘I am interested in learning and seeking answers from the Meaher family about historical documents, 
artifacts and oral histories that can bring clarity to descendants,” Ellis said.

The Clotilda, a wooden schooner, was the last ship known to bring captives to the American South from 
Africa for enslavement. Decades after Congress outlawed the international slave trade, the Clotilda sailed 
from Mobile on a trip funded by Timothy Meaher, whose descendants still own millions of dollars worth of 
real estate around the city. A state park in Mobile Bay bears the family’s name.

The Clotilda’s captain took his human cargo off the ship in Mobile and set fire to the vessel to hide evi-
dence of the journey. The people, all from West Africa, were enslaved.

Remains of the ship were discovered mostly intact on the muddy river bottom about four years ago, and 
researchers are still trying to determine the best way to preserve what’s left of the wreck, which many in 
Africatown hope will become part of a resurgence of their community.

The statement said Meaher family members “believe that the story of Africatown is an important part 
of history that needs to be told.”

“Our goal is to listen and learn, and our hope is that these conversations can help guide the actions our 
family takes as we work to be better partners in the community,” it said.

The statement “falls short” because it fails to mention two other Meaher brothers who conspired with 
Timothy Meaher and the family’s decision to lease land to paper companies responsible for pollution 
around Africatown, Ellis said.

While some members of the Africatown community have advocated for reparations for Clotilda de-
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scendants, the family’s statement made no mention of that topic. The fact that the family has started a 
conversation with slave descendants could be a lesson to other families whose ancestors were involved 
in the slave trade, Patterson said.

“I hope that what the Meaher family is showing here rubs off on the families of other enslavers,” he said.

Miami Beach condo building evacuated near deadly collapse
By DANIEL KOZIN and FREIDA FRISARO Associated Press
MIAMI BEACH (AP) — An evacuation order has abruptly forced out residents of a 14-story oceanfront 

building on the same avenue where a condominium collapse killed nearly 100 people last year.
The city posted an unsafe structure notice Thursday evening at the Port Royale condominium, Miami 

Beach spokesperson Melissa Berthier said in an email.
A structural engineering report prompted the evacuation of the 164-unit structure, which is in the pro-

cess of undergoing a required recertification. An engineer discovered that a main support beam identified 
for repair 10 months ago had shifted and that a crack in the beam had expanded, and other structural 
supports may need repair as well, the report said.

One resident, renovation contractor Marash Markaj, who lived in the building for more than six years, 
said the damage extends beyond a single support beam.

“I’ve seen the issues for many years,” Markaj told The Associated Press. He said he tried to report the 
issues – including cracks in a column and water standing in the garage area for weeks at a time – to the 
building management and to the city’s building department.

“I was never able to get a response,” he said, adding that he was feeling “unsafe” living in the building 
and with the way the building’s maintenance was handled.

Inspection Engineers Inc. said in a letter to the city that it’s working to obtain a city permit so that 
“comprehensive shoring” can be installed within 10 days. That will be followed by another inspection of 
the building, which was constructed in 1971.

During an inspection about 10 months ago, engineers found “areas of concern that we designated as 
a priority to be repaired,” Arshad Vioar said in an email sent to the Miami Beach Building Department.

The building’s association selected a contractor and the repairs started about four weeks ago. The firm 
that inspected the building was asked to supervise the work and this week “noticed that one of the main 
beams in the garage had experienced a structural deflection of approximately ½ inch and also the exist-
ing crack that was marked for repair had extended,” Vioar said in the email.

The handful of condo residents who returned to the site Friday morning to see what was happening 
included Felicia Flores, 71, who lived in the building 15 years, and now has gone to stay with her daughter 
nearby. She swung by while walking her small dog. She said work was being done on the building for a 
few weeks but that something changed Thursday.

“It appears there was something more serious, so we had to leave all of a sudden,” Flores said.
Miami Beach officials said condo owners who rented out their units were on the hook under local laws 

to cover temporary housing for renters for up to three months or until the building was habitable again.
Samy Bosch, who lived in building for nine years, said the residents were given very little time to move 

out. They were told at 5 p.m. Thursday that they had to be out by 7 p.m.
“We don’t know exactly what’s going on inside there but we can’t stay. That’s it,” Bosch said, as he 

returned on a scooter to observe the scene on Friday morning.
The Port Royale is about 1.3 miles (2 kilometers) south of the Champlain Towers South condo building 

in Surfside, Florida, also on Collins Avenue, where 98 people were killed in a June 2021 collapse.
The disaster at the 12-story oceanfront condo building in Surfside drew the largest non-hurricane emer-

gency response in Florida history, including rescue crews from across the U.S. and as far away as Israel 
to help local teams search for victims.

Other buildings in South Florida have been evacuated amid similar safety concerns since the Surfside 
collapse.
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The disaster focused scrutiny on the structural integrity of aging condominium towers throughout Florida, 

especially along its coastlines, and the state has since moved to strengthen laws requiring inspections and 
periodic recertification of buildings.

Miami-Dade County had required the first recertification only after 40 years and the Surfside building 
was undergoing that recertification process when it collapsed.

New state rules signed into law in May require buildings to have their first recertification after 30 years, 
or 25 if they are within 3 miles (5 kilometers) of the coast, and then every 10 years thereafter.

Blackouts worsen in Ukraine; fighting rages on many fronts
By ANDREW MELDRUM Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Relentless Russian attacks on energy infrastructure prompted Ukrainian authorities 

on Friday to announce worsening blackouts around the country’s largest cities, with Kyiv’s mayor warning 
that the capital’s power grid is working in “emergency mode” with energy supplies down as much as 50% 
from pre-war levels.

Meanwhile, the Russian president sought to dispel criticism of a chaotic call-up of 300,000 reservists for 
service in Ukraine by ordering his defense minister to make sure they’re properly trained and equipped 
for battle.

In the Kyiv region, as winter looms, the latest damage to utilities will mean outages of four or more hours 
a day, according to Ukrenergo, the state operator of Ukraine’s high-voltage transmission lines.

But Kyiv regional Gov. Oleksiy Kuleba warned “more severe and longer shutdowns will be applied in the 
coming days.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said power outages were affecting about 4 million people 
across the country. He said last week that 30% of Ukraine’s power stations had been destroyed since 
Russia launched the first wave of targeted infrastructure strikes on Oct. 10.

In Kyiv, Mayor Vitali Klitschko said the power grid was operating in “emergency mode,” adding that he 
hoped Ukrenergo would find ways to address the shortage “in two to three weeks.”

The former boxing world champion also said new air defense equipment has been deployed in Kyiv to 
help defend itself against Russian drone and missile attacks on energy facilities.

In the Kharkiv region, home to Ukraine’s second-largest city of the same name, Gov. Oleg Syniehubov 
said daily one-hour power outages would begin Monday.

Officials across the war-torn country have urged people to conserve by reducing electricity consumption 
during peak hours and avoiding the use of high-voltage appliances.

In Moscow, Russian President Vladimir Putin told Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu that the thousands of 
reservists who were recently called up need the right training and equipment so “people feel confident 
when they need to go to combat.”

Shoigu told Putin that 82,000 reservists had been deployed to Ukraine, while 218,000 others were still 
being trained. He said there were no immediate plans to round up more, but Putin’s mobilization order 
left the door open for a future military call-up.

Putin’s effort to beef up the number of troops along the 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line followed 
recent setbacks, including a Russian withdrawal from the Kharkiv region. The mobilization, however, fueled 
scores of protests in Russia and prompted hundreds of thousands of men to flee the country.

Activists and reports by Russian media and The Associated Press said many of the draftees were inex-
perienced, were told to procure basic items such as medical kits and flak jackets themselves, and did not 
receive training before they were sent off to fight. Some were killed within days of being called up.

Shoigu acknowledged that “problems with supplies existed in the initial stages,” but told Putin those have 
now been solved. Putin ordered Shoigu to propose ways to reform the ground troops and other parts of 
the military based on their performance in Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Russian missile and artillery barrages pounded targets across Ukraine. Several towns across 
the Dnieper River from the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant were struck, the presidential 
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office said. Shelling damaged dozens of residential buildings in Nikopol, and power was cut there and to 
thousands of families in neighboring towns.

A Russian S-300 air defense missile destroyed a three-story office building and damaged a new resi-
dential building nearby, said Mykolaiv regional governor Vitalii Kim. Russian forces have frequently used 
converted S-300 missiles to strike ground targets in Ukraine.

Moscow also pressed its ground advance on the cities of Bakhmut and Avdiikva after a string of setbacks 
in the east. The fighting has turned the entire Donetsk region into “a zone of active hostilities,” according 
to Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko.

“Civilians who remain in the region live in constant fear without heating and electricity,” Kyrylenko said 
in televised remarks. “Their enemy is not only Russian cannons but also the cold.”

A Russian takeover of Bakhmut, which has remained in Ukrainian hands throughout the war, would 
open the way for the Kremlin to push on to other Ukrainian strongholds in the heavily contested Donetsk 
region. A reinvigorated eastern offensive could also potentially stall or derail Ukraine’s push to recapture 
the southern city of Kherson, a gateway to Crimea, which Russia annexed from Ukraine in 2014.

Last month, Putin illegally annexed annexed the Donetsk, Kherson, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia regions.
Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai reported Friday that Russian soldiers had retreated from some areas; Moscow 

had claimed Luhansk’s complete capture in July.
“The Russians practically destroyed some villages after they started to retreat,” Haidai said. “There are 

a lot of freshly mobilized Russians in the Luhansk region, but they are dying in droves.” His claim could 
not be independently verified.

In the Zaporizhzhia region, Kremlin-appointed officials urged residents not to switch to daylight savings 
time along with Kyiv and the rest of the country. “We live in the Russian Federation, and our city lives by 
Moscow time,” said Alexander Volga, the Russian-installed mayor of Enerhodar, where Europe’s largest 
nuclear power plant is located.

Russian-backed authorities in Kherson have urged civilians to evacuate ahead of an expected Ukrainian 
offensive. Zelenskyy accused the Russians on Friday of dismantling health-care facilities in Kherson and 
turning the city into an area “without civilization.”

Some people fleeing Kherson have gone to Russia-occupied Crimea. At a checkpoint at the city of 
Dzhankoi, volunteers set up a small tent city for the refugees. They said 50 to 300 pass through each day.

“People come out to us after going through the checkpoint confused. Many do not know where to go 
next, how to go, which route to take,” volunteer Natalya Poltaratskaya told an Associated Press journalist, 
adding that the volunteers help them with food, water and route advice.

In Dzhankoi, a temporary camp has been set up in a boarding house for those who left Kherson. About 
200 people live there, regional officials said.

People in Kherson were not given the choice of fleeing to areas held by Ukraine.

EXPLAINER: What’s at stake in concussion case against NCAA?
By RALPH D. RUSSO AP College Football Writer
The NCAA has been defending itself in court against a lawsuit brought by a former college football 

player’s widow, who accuses the governing body of being responsible for the concussions that led to her 
husband’s death.

Matthew Gee died at age 49 in 2018 from permanent brain damage caused by countless blows to the 
head he took while playing linebacker for Southern California from 1987-91, according to the wrongful 
death suit filed by Alana Gee.

The NCAA settled a class-action concussion lawsuit in 2016, paying $70 million to monitor former college 
athletes’ medical conditions, $5 million toward medical research and payments of up to $5,000 toward 
individual players claiming injuries.

Hundreds of wrongful death and personal injury lawsuits have been brought by college football players 
against the NCAA in the past decade, but Gee’s is only the second to go to trial with allegations that hits 
to the head led to chronic traumatic encephalopathy, a degenerative brain disease .
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A 2018 trial in Texas led to a swift settlement after several days of testimony by witnesses for the widow 

of Greg Ploetz, who played defense for Texas in the late 1960s.
The Gee case could be the first to reach a jury. Testimony began Oct. 21 in a Los Angeles court.
WHAT CHALLENGES DO THE PLAINTIFFS FACE?
Legal experts say Alana Gee’s attorneys must prove proximate cause, that head injuries Matthew Gee 

sustained while playing college football were directly responsible for the CTE that led to his death.
“The causation issue, that’s been one of the major challenges in all of the concussion lawsuits,” said 

Gabe Feldman, director of the sports law program at Tulane.
Gee didn’t have an NFL career. He went through one training camp with the Raiders, but did not make 

the team and he stopped playing football. While the plaintiff’s lawyers make the case that Gee’s CTE was 
the result of concussions suffered playing in college, proving that definitively is difficult.

“CTE is obviously a buildup of traumatic events in the brain, but you’re never really going to know what 
specific event caused it,” said sports attorney Dan Lust, who is not involved in the case.

“That’s not to say that you can’t win,” Lust added “Doctors can show with some reasonable degree of 
certainty that wouldn’t have happened but for his role in college.”

But the NCAA can argue: “What’s to say that something else didn’t cause these events,” Lust said.
Attorney Mit Winter, based in Kansas City, said plaintiffs must also convince a jury the NCAA was aware 

or should have been aware of the long-term effects of head injuries caused by football and failed to warn 
and protect players.

But it wasn’t until the late 1990s and early 2000s that many major breakthroughs were made that linked 
repetitive head trauma from football to CTE and long-term conditions such as depression and Alzheimer’s 
disease.

That’s about a decade after Gee played at USC.
IS THE NCAA RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF ATHLETES?
The NCAA has argued previously that as a governing body for thousands of member schools with athletic 

programs that it plays a supporting role in protecting the well-being of athletes.
“The duty belongs to the individual institutions, and their doctors and coaches are in the best position 

to protect the health and safety of their athletes,” Feldman said of the NCAA’s position. “And that’s not to 
say the NCAA does not care about athletes’ health, which is often how it gets portrayed. The argument 
is more nuanced that they don’t have a legal duty.”

WHAT IF A JURY RULES AGAINST THE NCAA?
One of Gee’s attorneys, Justin Shrader, said she is seeking $1.8 million in damages based on her hus-

band’s life expectancy. He said Gee is also seeking damages for wrongful death, loss of her husband’s 
companionship and a survival claim for Gee.

NCAA revenue surpassed $1 billion last year. Most of that money is distributed to member schools, but 
the organization has also spent hundreds of millions on legal fees and payouts from court losses related 
to its amateurism rules over the last decade.

Damages from the Gee case would likely be manageable for the NCAA. The greater issue is what would 
come next.

“The big ramifications is you’d probably have a flood of similar lawsuits,” Winter said.
The NFL has been hit with similar suits and eventually agreed to a settlement covering 20,000 retired 

players. It is expected to exceed $1.4 billion in payouts over 65 years.
WHAT IF A JURY RULES IN THE NCAA’S FAVOR?
No matter the ruling in this case, it would not be binding precedent, especially outside of California.
Still, if the NCAA successfully defends itself against Gee’s claims, it would fortify its arguments going 

forward.
“It would probably be somewhat of a deterrent because any competent attorney would find this decision 

in the records and have a conversation with their client and explain that this case is not good for their 
case,” Lust said.
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Jerry Lee Lewis, outrageous rock ‘n’ roll star, dies at 87

By HILLEL ITALIE AP National Writer
Jerry Lee Lewis, the untamable rock ‘n’ roll pioneer whose outrageous talent, energy and ego collided 

on such definitive records as “Great Balls of Fire” and “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” and sustained a 
career otherwise upended by personal scandal, died Friday morning at 87.

The last survivor of a generation of groundbreaking performers that included Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry 
and Little Richard, Lewis died at home south of Memphis, Tennessee, representative Zach Farnum said in 
a release. The news came two days after the publication of an erroneous TMZ report of his death, later 
retracted.

Of all the rock rebels to emerge in the 1950s, few captured the new genre’s attraction and danger as 
unforgettably as the Louisiana-born piano player who called himself “The Killer.”

He was a one-man stampede who made the fans scream and the keyboards swear, his live act so com-
bustible that during a 1957 performance of “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” on “The Steve Allen Show,” 
chairs were thrown at him like buckets of water on an inferno.

But in his private life, he raged in ways that might have ended his career today — and nearly did back 
then.

For a brief time, in 1958, he was a contender to replace Presley as rock’s prime hit maker after Elvis 
was drafted into the Army. But while Lewis toured in England, the press learned three damaging things: 
He was married to 13-year-old (possibly even 12-year-old) Myra Gale Brown, she was his cousin, and he 
was still married to his previous wife. His tour was canceled, he was blacklisted from the radio and his 
earnings dropped overnight to virtually nothing.

Lewis reinvented himself as a country performer in the 1960s, and the music industry eventually forgave 
him, long after he stopped having hits. He won three Grammys, and recorded with some of the industry’s 
greatest stars. In 2006, Lewis came out with “Last Man Standing,” featuring Mick Jagger, Bruce Spring-
steen, B.B. King and George Jones. In 2010, Lewis brought in Jagger, Keith Richards, Sheryl Crow, Tim 
McGraw and others for the album “Mean Old Man.”

Lewis married seven times, and was rarely far from trouble or death. His fourth wife, Jaren Elizabeth 
Gunn Pate, drowned in a swimming pool in 1982 while suing for divorce. His fifth wife, Shawn Stephens, 
23 years his junior, died of an apparent drug overdose in 1983. Within a year, Lewis had married Kerrie 
McCarver, then 21. She filed for divorce in 1986, accusing him of physical abuse and infidelity. He coun-
tersued, but both petitions eventually were dropped. They finally divorced in 2005 after several years of 
separation. The couple had one child, Jerry Lee III.

Another son by a previous marriage, Steve Allen Lewis, 3, drowned in a swimming pool in 1962, and 
son Jerry Lee Jr. died in a traffic accident at 19 in 1973. Lewis also had two daughters, Phoebe and Lori 
Leigh, and his survived by his wife, Judith.

Lewis was born in Ferriday, Louisiana. As a boy, he first learned to play guitar, but found the instrument 
too confining. His life changed when his father pulled up in his truck one day and presented him a dark-
wood, upright set of keyboards.

“My eyes almost fell out of my head,” Lewis recalled in “Jerry Lee Lewis: His Own Story,” written by Rick 
Bragg and published in 2014.

He took to the piano immediately, and began sneaking off to Black juke joints and absorbing everything 
from gospel to boogie-woogie. Lewis briefly attended a fundamentalist Bible college, but was expelled, 
reportedly, for playing the “wrong” kind of music.

“Great Balls of Fire” and “Whole Lotta Shakin’” were his most enduring songs and performance pieces. 
Lewis had only a handful of other pop hits, including “High School Confidential” and “Breathless,” but they 
were enough to ensure his place as a rock ‘n’ roll architect.

“No group, be it (the) Beatles, Dylan or Stones, have ever improved on ‘Whole Lotta Shakin’’ for my 
money,” John Lennon would tell Rolling Stone in 1970.
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A roadhouse veteran by his early 20s, Lewis took off for Memphis in 1956 and showed up at the studios 

of Sun Records, the musical home of Elvis, Perkins and Cash. Told by company founder Sam Phillips to go 
learn some rock ‘n roll, Lewis returned and soon hurried off “Whole Lotta Shakin’” in a single take.

In 1986, along with Elvis, Chuck Berry and others, he made the inaugural class of inductees for the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and joined the Country Hall of Fame this year. The Killer not only outlasted his 
contemporaries but saw his life and music periodically reintroduced to younger fans, including the the 
1989 biopic “Great Balls of Fire,” starring Dennis Quaid, and Ethan Coen’s 2022 documentary “Trouble in 
Mind.” A 2010 Broadway music, “Million Dollar Quartet,” was inspired by a recording session that featured 
Lewis, Elvis, Carl Perkins and Johnny Cash.

He won a Grammy in 1987 as part of an interview album that was cited for best spoken word recording, 
and he received a lifetime achievement Grammy in 2005. The following year, “Whole Lotta Shakin’” was 
selected for the Library of Congress’ National Recording Registry.

Tom Brady, Gisele Bündchen announce divorce after 13 years
By LEANNE ITALIE and FRED GOODALL Associated Press
Tom Brady and Gisele Bündchen have finalized their divorce, they announced Friday, ending the 13-year 

marriage between two superstars who respectively reached the pinnacles of football and fashion.
Divorce documents were filed Friday in Glades County, Florida, a rural location near Lake Okeechobee 

far from the big-city limelight, according to court records. The divorce was made final the same day.
“The marriage of the parties is dissolved because the marriage is irretrievably broken, and each spouse 

is restored to the status of being single and unmarried,” Circuit Judge Jack Lundy said in his order, noting 
that the couple’s settlement agreement will not be filed in court but they “are ordered to comply with the 
terms” of that document as well as a confidential parenting plan for their children.

Brady and Bündchen posted statements Friday morning on Instagram, each saying they had “amicably” 
reached the decision.

“The decision to end a marriage is never easy but we have grown apart and while it is, of course, difficult 
to go through something like this, I feel blessed for the time we had together and only wish the best for 
Tom always,” Bündchen wrote.

Both said their priorities lay with their children and asked for privacy.
“We arrived at this decision to end our marriage after much consideration,” Brady wrote. “Doing so is, 

of course, painful and difficult, like it is for many people who go through the same thing every day around 
the world.”

The divorce landed in the midst of Brady’s 23rd NFL season, and amid his first three-game losing streak 
in 20 years, just months after the seven-time Super Bowl champion put an end to his short-lived retire-
ment. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback — who had long stated a desire to spend more time with 
Bündchen and his three children — announced his departure from the game in February, only to change 
his mind 40 days later.

“What more do you have to prove?” Bündchen told her husband on the sidelines after his last, record-
shattering Super Bowl victory, as Brady himself recounted shortly after the win.

Despite Brady initially saying his retirement was a chance to focus his “time and energy on other things 
that require my attention,” part of his motivation to come back was what he has referred to as “unfin-
ished business” with the Buccaneers. The team failed to reach the Super Bowl last season in their effort 
to repeat as champions.

Bündchen told “CBS This Morning” in 2017 that she was concerned about her husband after he played 
through a concussion the previous year. Brady’s then-team, the New England Patriots, and agent declined 
to respond to her comments at the time, and an NFL spokesperson said there were no records he had 
suffered a head injury. Brady later said he preferred to keep his medical history private.

“I mean, we don’t talk about it,” Bündchen said during the interview. “But he does have concussions. I 
don’t really think it’s a healthy thing for anybody to go through.”
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She more recently contended that the characterization in reports that she was desperate for her husband 

to retire carried sexist overtones.
“Obviously, I have my concerns. This is a very violent sport, and I have my children and I would like 

him to be more present,” the supermodel told Elle magazine in September. “I have definitely had those 
conversations with him over and over again. But ultimately, I feel that everybody has to make a decision 
that works for (them). He needs to follow his joy, too.”

Bündchen and Brady were introduced by a mutual friend and married — twice — a little over two years 
later. They said their first “I dos” in early 2009 at a Catholic church in Santa Monica, California, before 
family and close friends, followed by an equally small second wedding at her house in Costa Rica nearly 
two months later.

Their son Benjamin was born later that year, followed by a daughter, Vivian, in 2012. Brady also has a 
15-year-old son, Jack Moynahan, from a previous relationship with actor Bridget Moynahan.

The couple could have filed for divorce in any of Florida’s 67 counties, including ones where they have 
residences in the Tampa and Miami areas. It was not the first time a celebrity has chosen a more remote 
county for their proceedings. Tiger Woods’ divorce was finalized in 2010 in a brief courtroom appearance 
out of the limelight in Panama City on Florida’s Panhandle.

Bündchen, who was discovered by a modeling scout at age 13 in Brazil, secured her place as one of the 
industry’s highest-paid models by the 2000s and became a tabloid staple, fueled by a relationship with 
Leonardo DiCaprio. In addition to walking the runways of top designers, appearing in campaigns for high 
street and high fashion brands alike, she signed on as a Victoria’s Secret Angel and took on small film 
roles — including in “The Devil Wears Prada.”

She took a step back from modeling in 2015, giving up runway work and limiting herself to a few ad-
vertising campaigns and magazine covers a year. She made one big exception, wearing a glistening gown 
and a huge smile in 2016 as she crossed a 400-foot (120-meter) runway at the Rio Olympics while fellow 
Brazilian Daniel Jobim performed “The Girl from Ipanema.”

Since paring back her modeling commitments, she has dedicated herself to environmental activism, par-
ticularly with regard to the Amazon rainforest’s conservation, and business ventures like eco-friendly skin 
care and a lingerie line. She has also been vocal about mental health, disclosing debilitating panic attacks 
that she said had her contemplate suicide and criticizing unrealistic beauty standards.

Above all, Bündchen told Elle, her top priority was her family.
“I’ve done my part, which is (to) be there for (Tom). I moved to Boston, and I focused on creating a 

cocoon and a loving environment for my children to grow up in and to be there supporting him and his 
dreams,” she said. “Seeing my children succeed and become the beautiful little humans that they are, 
seeing him succeed, and being fulfilled in his career, it makes me happy. At this point in my life, I feel like 
I’ve done a good job on that.”

After years in Boston — where Brady played for the Patriots — and then moving again to Tampa with 
him in 2020, she said she had her own plans: “I have a huge list of things that I have to do, that I want 
to do. At 42, I feel more connected with my purpose.”

Brady turned 45 in August, when he left the Buccaneers for 11 days for unspecified personal reasons. The 
team supported the leave, calling it a pre-planned break agreed to before the start of training camp in July.

A three-time NFL MVP and the league’s all-time leader in yards passing and touchdowns, Brady signed 
a 10-year contract reportedly worth $375 million to become the lead football analyst for Fox Sports once 
he hangs up his cleats. When that will be is yet uncertain — while Brady had expressed an interest in 
extending his playing career beyond his mid-40s if he remained healthy, his now ex-wife had a different 
idea back in 2017.

“That kind of aggression all the time, that cannot be healthy for you,” she said during the CBS interview. 
“I’m planning on him being healthy and do a lot of fun things when we’re like 100, I hope.”

Bolsonaro locking up farm votes, with boost from ex-minister
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By MAURICIO SAVARESE Associated Press
CAMPO GRANDE, Brazil (AP) — Tereza Cristina pours coffee for visitors to her home surrounded by vast 

soybean plantations in Brazil’s farm country. The guests sitting in wicker chairs on her porch are friends 
and farmers keen to hear how they can help President Jair Bolsonaro’s re-election bid.

Cristina, Bolsonaro’s former agriculture minister, has become the face of the far-right president in Mato 
Grosso do Sul state — one of the agribusiness strongholds that is an important part of his effort to over-
come leftist former President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.

The 68-year-old Cristina resigned as minister in March to run for a Senate seat and won a whopping 61% 
of the Oct. 2 vote. That’s even more than Bolsonaro earned in the first round of the presidential race in 
the state of 2.8 million people.

But Bolsonaro trailed by a few percentage points in the national tally and the two now are competing 
in a decisive Sunday runoff. With the race apparently close, the president’s advantage even in sparsely 
populated rural regions can be crucial.

The state’s economy — like that of Brazil as a whole— had boomed under da Silva from 2003 through 
2010. But the state also weathered deep national economic downturns in the years since.

Its per capita GDP grew by more than 10% in real terms since 2012, while that of the nation contracted, 
according to Sérgio Vale, chief economist at MB Associados.

Cristina focuses on issues such as the regularization of land ownership for hundreds of thousands of 
farmers under Bolsonaro and says they helped more people than during the export-driven commodities 
boom under da Silva — who she said had favored big farmers over small ones.

“During these years (as minister) I worked much more for small farmers than for the big ones. The big 
ones don’t need the government, they need freedom. The small producers need us,” Cristina said Monday 
during a conversation with ranchers in the state of Minas Gerais — a reference to Bolsonaro’s stance of 
less intervention in the economy and some support to family agriculture.

Her appeals seem to be helping.
“I’m going to vote for Bolsonaro in large part because of her,” said rancher and warehouse manager 

João Pedro Bernardy, who identifies as a moderate and has soybean fields in Sidrolandia, outside Campo 
Grande, the state’s capital.

Bernardy says he sees risks to agribusiness if Bolsonaro is reelected: He said rampant clearing of the 
Amazon rainforest that critics blame on Bolsonaro could lead to foreign restrictions on Brazilian exports.

But he is also bothered by the history of corruption in da Silva’s Workers’ Party — scandals that led to 
da Silva himself being imprisoned before his convictions were thrown out by the Supreme Court.

He said Cristina has been effective, recalling that Bolsonaro did not stop rural workers from showing up 
during the pandemic and paid them welfare money. The president also pushed road and infrastructure 
projects in the countryside to help get products to market.

“She is an important asset to guarantee exports; she knows that we can’t remain China-dependent,” he 
said of Cristina’s efforts to diversify Brazil’s export markets.

Mato Grosso do Sul is just one part of Brazil’s sprawling center-western farming belt — where 16 million 
people live in an area the size of Alaska.

The region’s boom can be seen In Campo Grande, where glitzy restaurants like a Peruvian-Japanese 
fusion spot are popping up, as well as gated communities with tennis courts and dealerships for Jaguars, 
Land Rovers and Harley-Davidsons.

Brazilian agribusiness has thrived in recent years — regardless of government, and despite national eco-
nomic downturns — thanks largely to exports to China that began surging in the early 2000s.

While Bolsonaro is building on his advantage in Mato Grosso do Sul, da Silva and the left are being left 
behind. There are many roadside billboards supporting Bolsonaro here, but few for da Silva.

That’s a lament of hardcore leftist Militino Domingos de Arruda, 78, a former cattle tender who now 
collects recyclables to survive. He points to the fact that tens of millions of Brazilians are going hungry as 
evidence the nation’s agribusiness model is more focused on feeding foreigners.

He complains that da Silva — universally known as Lula — hadn’t effectively surrendered the region as 
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he prioritized stumping in other areas.

“His campaign here is so subdued that I can rarely get stickers, flags and things I need to bring in more 
voters,” said de Arruda at his home, surrounded by Workers’ Party flags and da Silva posters. “Lula didn’t 
even come here.”

Da Silva has tried to gain traction in the agribusiness world winning the runoff endorsement of moder-
ate Sen. Simone Tebet. She is also from Mato Grosso do Sul, where her family has vast landholdings in 
sugarcane and other crops. Tebet, 52, finished a distant third in the first round, then threw her weight 
behind da Silva.

“It was the toughest decision of my life,” Tebet told The Associated Press by phone in between cam-
paign events. “I saw a very conservative Congress being elected, governors going for Bolsonaro and the 
democratic center I’m part of basically crumbling. I had never campaigned with the Workers’ Party.”

Tebet believes Brazil’s agribusiness embraced Bolsonaro due to outdated fears of the nation’s Landless 
Workers Movement which for decades occupied idle land and responded with violence when forcibly ex-
pelled. The movement is also a staunch supporter of the Workers’ Party.

Tebet said Bolsonaro’s conservative nationalism also plays well in farm country.
“But this can change if Lula wins. I know my state. I know our agribusiness also fears closing markets 

abroad due to Bolsonaro’s anti-environment agenda,” Tebet said.
Jaime Verruck, the agriculture secretary of Mato Grosso do Sul’s center-right government, said he saw 

Cristina as a possible head of Brazil’s Senate.
“Bolsonaro’s administration was saved by Cristina’s Agriculture Ministry. It was the only good thing he 

had to show in international forums,” he said.
Cristina has resonated with Maria Nelzira, 36, a Black woman who studied pedagogy and now chairs a 

local farm cooperative. In the past, that profile would make her a da Silva supporter — and indeed she 
was in the past. But she said she will vote for Bolsonaro because she feels he and Cristina boosted her 
business with initiatives to regularize land ownership and access loans from state banks.

“They corrected the mess, addressed key bureaucratic problems when they started and that had a big 
impact for our cooperative,” Nelzira said. “Our income rose, we have more assistance now. Family farming 
has visibility now, people understand we help feed the country.”

As fentanyl drives overdose deaths, mistaken beliefs persist
By GEOFF MULVIHILL Associated Press
Lillianna Alfaro was a recent high school graduate raising a toddler and considering joining the Army 

when she and a friend bought what they thought was the anti-anxiety drug Xanax in December 2020.
The pills were fake and contained fentanyl, an opioid that can be 50 times as powerful as the same 

amount of heroin. It killed them both.
“Two years ago, I knew nothing about this,” said Holly Groelle, the mother of 19-year-old Alfaro, who 

lived in Appleton, Wisconsin. “I felt bad because it was something I could not have warned her about, 
because I didn’t know.”

The drug that killed her daughter was rare a decade ago, but fentanyl and other lab-produced synthetic 
opioids now are driving an overdose crisis deadlier than any the U.S. has ever seen. Last year, overdoses 
from all drugs claimed more than 100,000 lives for the first time, and the deaths this year have remained 
at nearly the same level — more than gun and auto deaths combined.

The federal government counted more accidental overdose deaths in 2021 alone than it did in the 20-
year period from 1979 through 1998. Overdoses in recent years have been many times more frequent 
than they were during the black tar heroin epidemic that led President Richard Nixon to launch his War 
on Drugs, or during the cocaine crisis in the 1980s.

As fentanyl gains attention, mistaken beliefs persist about the drug, how it is trafficked and why so 
many people are dying.

Experts believe deaths surged not only because the drugs are so powerful, but also because fentanyl is 
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laced into so many other illicit drugs, and not because of changes in how many people are using. In the 
late 2010s — the most recent period for which federal data is available — deaths were skyrocketing even 
as the number of people using opioids was dropping.

Advocates warn that some of the alarms being sounded by politicians and officials are wrong and poten-
tially dangerous. Among those ideas: that tightening control of the U.S.-Mexico border would stop the flow 
of the drugs, though experts say the key to reining in the crisis is reducing drug demand; that fentanyl 
might turn up in kids’ trick-or-treat baskets this Halloween; and that merely touching the drug briefly can 
be fatal — something that researchers found untrue and that advocates worry can make first responders 
hesitate about giving lifesaving treatment.

All three ideas were brought up this month in an online video billed as a pre-Halloween public service 
announcement from a dozen Republican U.S. senators.

A report this year from a bipartisan federal commission found that fentanyl and similar drugs are being 
made mostly in labs in Mexico from chemicals shipped primarily from China.

In New England, fentanyl has largely replaced the supply of heroin. Across the country, it’s being laced 
into drugs such as cocaine and methamphetamine, sometimes with deadly results. And in cases like 
Alfaro’s, it’s being mixed in Mexico or the U.S. with other substances and pressed into pills meant to look 
like other drugs.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency has warned that fentanyl is being sold in multicolored pills and powders 
— sometimes referred to as “rainbow fentanyl” — marketed on social media to teens and young adults.

Jon DeLena, the agency’s associate special agent in charge, said at the National Crime Prevention 
Council summit on fentanyl in Washington this month that there’s “no direct information that Halloween 
is specifically being targeted or young people are being targeted for Halloween,” but that hasn’t kept that 
idea from spreading.

Joel Best, an emeritus sociology professor at the University of Delaware, said that idea falls in with a 
long line of Halloween-related scares. He has examined cases since 1958 and has not found a single in-
stance of a child dying because of something foreign put into Halloween candy — and few instances of 
that being done at all.

“If you give a dose of fentanyl to kids in elementary school, you have an excellent chance of killing 
them,” he said. “If you do addict them, what are you going to do, try to take their lunch money? No one 
is trying to addict little kids to fentanyl.”

In midterm election campaigns, fentanyl is not getting as much attention as issues such as inflation and 
abortion. But Republicans running for offices including governor and U.S. Senate in Arkansas, New Mexico 
and Pennsylvania have framed the fentanyl crisis as a result of Democrats being lax about securing the 
Mexican border or soft on crime as part of a broader campaign assertion that Democrats foster lawlessness.

And when Democrats highlight the overdose crisis in campaigns this year, it has often been to tout their 
roles in forging settlements to hold drugmakers and distributors responsible.

Relying heavily on catching fentanyl at the border would be futile, experts say, because it’s easy to move 
in small, hard-to-detect quantities.

“I don’t think that reducing the supply is going to be the answer because it’s so easy to mail,” said Adam 
Wandt, an assistant professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

Still, some more efforts are planned on the U.S.-Mexico border, including increasing funding to search 
more vehicles crossing ports of entry. The bipartisan commission found those crossings are where most 
fentanyl arrives in the country.

The commission is calling for many of the measures that other advocates want to see, including better 
coordination of the federal response, targeted enforcement, and measures to prevent overdoses for those 
who use drugs.

The federal government has been funding efforts along those lines. It also publicizes bigfentanylseizures 
by law enforcement, though it’s believed that even the largest busts make small dents in the national 
drug supply.

The commission stopped short of calling for increased penalties for selling fentanyl. Bryce Pardo, as-
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sociate director of the RAND Drug Policy Research Center and a commission staff member, said such a 
measure would not likely deter the drug trade. But, he said, dealers who sell the products most likely to 
cause death — such as mixing fentanyl into cocaine or pressing it into fake Xanax — could be targeted 
effectively.

One California father who lost his 20-year-old daughter is pushing for prosecutors to file murder charges 
against those who supply fatal doses.

Matt Capelouto’s daughter Alexandra died from half a pill she bought from a dealer she found on social 
media in 2019, while home in Temecula, California, during a college break. She was told the pill was oxy-
codone, Capelouto said, but it contained fentanyl.

The dealer was charged with distributing fentanyl resulting in death, but he reached a plea deal on a 
lesser drug charge and will face up to 20 years in prison.

“It’s not that arresting and convicting and putting these guys behind bars doesn’t work,” Capelouto said. 
“The fact is we don’t do it enough to make a difference.”

While some people killed by fentanyl have no idea they’re taking it, others, particularly those with opioid 
use disorder, know it is or could be in the mix. But they may not know how much is in their drugs.

That was the case for Susan Ousterman’s son Tyler Cordiero, who died at 24 in 2020 from a mixture 
that included fentanyl after years of using heroin and other opioids.

For nearly two years, Ousterman avoided going by the gas station near their home in Bensalem, Penn-
sylvania, where her son fatally overdosed. But in August, she went to leave two things there: naloxone, a 
drug used to reverse overdoses, and a poster advertising a hotline for people using drugs to call so the 
operator could call for help if they become unresponsive.

Ousterman is funneling her anger and sorrow into preventing other overdoses.
“Fentanyl is everywhere,” she said. “You don’t know what’s in an unregulated drug supply. You don’t 

know what you’re taking. You’re always taking the chance of dying every time.”

At least 42 dead in floods, landslides in south Philippines
COTABATO, Philippines (AP) — Flash floods and landslides set off by torrential rains swamped a southern 

Philippine province, killing at least 42 people, leaving 16 others missing and trapping some residents on 
their roofs, officials said Friday.

Most of the victims were swept away by rampaging floodwaters and drowned or were hit by debris-filled 
mudslides in three towns in hard-hit Maguindanao province, said Naguib Sinarimbo, the interior minister 
for a five-province Muslim autonomous region run by former guerrillas.

The unusually intense rains were triggered by Tropical Storm Nalgae, which was expected to slam into 
the country’s eastern coast from the Pacific Ocean on Saturday, forecasters said.

The stormy weather prompted the coast guard to prohibit sea travel in dangerously rough seas as millions 
of Filipinos planned to travel over a long weekend to visit the tombs of relatives and for family reunions 
on All Saints’ Day in the largely Roman Catholic nation.

“The amount of rainwater that came down overnight was unusually (heavy) and flowed down mountain-
sides and swelled rivers,” Sinarimbo told The Associated Press by telephone.

“I hope the casualty numbers won’t rise further but there are still a few communities we haven’t reached,” 
Sinarimbo said, adding the rains had eased since Friday morning, causing floods to start to recede in 
several towns.

Sinarimbo said based on reports from mayors, governors and disaster-response officials, 27 died mostly 
by drowning and landslides in Datu Odin Sinsuat town, 10 in Datu Blah Sinsuat town and five others in 
Upi town, all in Maguindanao.

Six people were missing in Datu Blah Sinsuat and 10 others in Upi, Sinarimbo said.
A rescue team reported that the bodies of at least 11 villagers were recovered in Kusiong, a tribal vil-

lage at the foot of a mountain in Datu Odin Sinsuat, where floods and landslides also hit houses in the 
community, Sinarimbo said.

“They were able to rescue some earlier but now they’re only trying to dig up bodies there,” he said, 
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adding it was uncertain how many were missing in Kusiong because of confusion after the tragedy struck 
the community.

Army officials also reported at least 42 storm deaths in Maguindanao and said in a statement that their 
forces were “continuing to rescue those trapped in the flood in collaboration with local disaster teams” 
and take the displaced in army trucks to evacuation camps.

The unusually heavy rains flooded several towns in Maguindanao and outlying provinces in a mountain-
ous region with marshy plains. Floodwaters rapidly rose in many low-lying villages, forcing some residents 
to climb onto their roofs, where they were rescued by army troops, police and volunteers, Sinarimbo said.

Many of the swamped areas had not been flooded for years, including Cotabato city where Sinarimbo 
said his house was inundated.

“In one area in Upi only the attic of a school can be seen above the floodwater,” disaster-response of-
ficer Nasrullah Imam said, referring to a flood-engulfed town in Maguindanao.

The wide rain bands of Nalgae, the 16th storm to hit the Philippine archipelago this year, enabled it to 
dump rainfall in the country’s south although the storm was blowing farther north, government forecaster 
Sam Duran said.

Late Friday afternoon, the storm was about 180 kilometers (110 miles) east of Catarman town in North-
ern Samar province with sustained winds of up to 85 kilometers (53 miles) per hour and was moving 
northwestward.

Dozens of provinces and cities were under storm alerts including the capital, Manila. Fishing and cargo 
boats and inter-island ferries were barred from venturing out to sea, stranding thousands of passengers, 
the coast guard said.

About 5,000 people were protectively evacuated away from the path of the storm, which was not ex-
pected to strengthen into a typhoon as it approached land, government forecasters and other officials said.

About 20 typhoons and storms batter the Philippine archipelago each year. It is located on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire,” a region along most of the Pacific Ocean rim where many volcanic eruptions and earthquakes 
occur, making the nation one of the world’s most disaster-prone.

Why did Elon Musk just spend billions to take over Twitter?
By MATT O’BRIEN AP Technology Writer
Elon Musk has taken over Twitter and fired its CEO and other top executives. Trading in company shares 

was suspended Friday on the New York Stock Exchange and the stock will be officially delisted early next 
month, according to a filing with securities regulators. So now what?

WHY DID MUSK BUY TWITTER?
One reason why Musk bought Twitter this week is because he had little choice. The world’s richest man 

spent months trying to back out of the $44 billion purchase agreement he originally signed in April. But the 
uncertainty was so disruptive to Twitter’s business that it sued him in the Delaware Court of Chancery to 
force the deal’s completion, and a judge gave a Friday deadline to complete the deal or face a November 
trial that Musk was likely to lose.

As for why Musk wanted to own Twitter in the first place, the reasons are more complicated. “There 
has been much speculation about why I bought Twitter and what I think about advertising,” he said in 
an open letter Thursday to companies that sell ads on Twitter, which is how the company makes money. 
“Most of it has been wrong.”

HOW DID MUSK BUY TWITTER?
It’s not yet clear how Musk secured all of the financing to close his $44 billion agreement to buy the 

company and take it private. But many of the commitments to the Tesla CEO were pledged back in the 
spring.

A group of banks, including Morgan Stanley and Bank of America, signed on earlier this year to loan 
$12.5 billion that Musk needed to buy Twitter and take it private. Solid contracts with Musk bound the 
banks to the financing, although changes in the economy and debt markets since April have likely made 
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the terms less attractive.

Investors who would get ownership stakes in Twitter were also expected to chip in billions. Musk’s original 
slate of equity partners included an array of parties ranging from the billionaire’s tech world friends with 
like-minded ideas about Twitter’s future, such as Oracle co-founder Larry Ellison, to funds controlled by 
Middle Eastern royalty.

Billionaire Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal said Friday that he and his Kingdom Holding Company rolled 
over a combined $1.89 billion in existing Twitter shares, making them the company’s largest shareholder 
after Musk. Another equity investor, the cryptocurrency exchange Binance, confirmed Friday that it put 
in $500 million.

The more equity investors kicked in for the deal, the less Musk would have had to pay on his own. Most 
of Musk’s wealth is tied up in shares of his electric car company. Since April, he has sold more than $15 
billion worth of Tesla stock, presumably to pay his share.

Pakistani ex-PM Khan, supporters start march to Islamabad
By BABAR DOGAR Associated Press
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan and thousands of supporters 

started a long-promised march on Friday to the nation’s capital, Islamabad, to challenge the government 
of his successor and demand early elections.

Khan maintains that his ouster in a parliament no-confidence vote in April was unlawful, and a conspiracy 
by his political opponents orchestrated by the United States — a charge denied by both Washington and 
Pakistan’s new premier, Shahbaz Sharif.

Khan’s march has the potential to spark violence, which would plunge the impoverished country, still 
reeling from unprecedented floods over the summer that killed 1,731 people and displaced hundreds of 
thousands from their homes, further into turmoil.

About 10,000 demonstrators, many of them piled into hundreds of trucks and cars, left Friday from the 
eastern city of Lahore, Pakistan’s cultural heartland. Many who joined the march at the start were walking 
on foot. The convoy, which was expected to arrive sometime next week in Islamabad, got off to a colorful 
start as Khan’s supporters danced to the beat of drums and sang patriotic songs.

The convoy’s route — known as the Grand Trunk Road — covers a distance of 300 kilometers (187 miles) 
and is expected to include frequent stops, with political speeches and rallies in towns and urban areas 
along the way.

Numbers are also expected to swell along the way — Khan, a former cricket star and national sports 
hero turned Islamist politician, is hugely popular and has been able to rally followers to the streets.

Addressing supporters before the departure from Lahore, Khan described the endeavor as a “peaceful 
march” and claimed his political struggle against the government would continue until Sharif’s adminis-
tration agrees to hold early elections. The government has repeatedly said the elections will be held as 
scheduled, in 2023.

On Thursday, Pakistan’s powerful military warned that although it was Khan’s democratic right to hold a 
rally in Islamabad, no one would be allowed to destabilize the country. The military has ruled the country 
for more than half of its 75-year history since its independence in 1947 from British colonial rule.

Last week, the country’s Election Commission disqualified Khan from holding public office for five years, 
after finding him guilty of illegally selling state gifts and concealing assets as premier. Khan has challenged 
the ruling in court, seeking to have the commission’s order suspended.

Authorities in Islamabad have deployed additional security forces to deter any clashes or violence once 
Khan’s convoy reaches the Pakistani capital.

Vermeer’s ‘Girl with a Pearl Earring’ back on display
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — Johannes Vermeer’s “Girl with a Pearl Earring” went back on display 

at the Netherlands’ Mauritshuis museum Friday, a day after climate activists targeted the 17th-century 
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masterpiece.

“We are incredibly grateful that ‘The Girl’ remained undamaged and is back in her familiar place so 
quickly,” the museum’s director, Martine Gosselink, said in a statement.

A video posted Thursday on Twitter showed a man pouring a red substance from a can over another 
protester who appeared to attempt to glue his head to the glass-protected painting. The second man 
stuck his hand to the panel holding the painting.

The painting was removed from the wall and thoroughly checked in the museum’s conservation studio. 
It went back on wall Friday afternoon.

Police arrested three people for “public violence against property.” Their identities were not released, in 
line with Dutch privacy rules.

Earlier this month, climate protesters threw mashed potatoes at a Claude Monet painting in a German 
museum. Other protesters threw soup over Vincent van Gogh’s “Sunflowers” at London’s National Gallery. 
In both cases, the paintings were undamaged.

Drought snarls Mississippi River transit in blow to farmers
By MICHAEL PHILLIS, JIM SALTER and JEFF ROBERSON Associated Press
ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (AP) — Adam Thomas starts harvesting soybeans on his Illinois farm 

when the dew burns off in the morning. This year, dry weather accelerated the work, allowing him to start 
early. His problem was getting the soybeans to market.

About 60% of the Midwest and northern Great Plain states are in a drought. Nearly the entire stretch of 
the Mississippi River — from Minnesota to the river’s mouth in Louisiana — has experienced below aver-
age rainfall over the past two months. As a result, water levels on the river have dropped to near-record 
lows, disrupting ship and barge traffic that is critical for moving recently harvested agricultural goods such 
as soybeans and corn downriver for export.

Although scientists say climate change is raising temperatures and making droughts more common 
and intense, a weather expert says this latest drought affecting the central United States is more likely a 
short-term weather phenomenon.

The lack of rain has seriously affected commerce. The river moves more than half of all U.S. grain exports 
but the drought has reduced the flow of goods by about 45%, according to industry estimates cited by 
the federal government. Prices for rail shipments, an alternative for sending goods by barge, are also up.

“It just means lower income, basically,” said Mike Doherty, a senior economist with the Illinois Farm Bureau.
Thomas farms at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and doesn’t own enough grain stor-

age to wait out the high costs of shipping.
“I’ve had to take a price discount,” he said.
Climate change is generally driving wetter conditions in the Upper Mississippi River region but in recent 

months, lower water levels have revealed parts that are usually inaccessible. Thousands of visitors last 
weekend walked across typically submerged riverbed to Tower Rock, a protruding formation about 100 
miles (161 kilometers) southeast of St. Louis. It’s the first time since 2012 that tourists could make the trek 
and stay dry. On the border of Tennessee and Missouri where the river is a half-mile wide, four-wheeler 
tracks snake across vast stretches of exposed riverbed.

In a badly needed break from the dry weather earlier this week, the region finally received some rain.
“It is kind of taking the edge off the pain of the low water, but it is not going to completely alleviate it,” 

said Kai Roth of the Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center, adding that the river needs several rounds 
of “good, soaking rain.”

Barges are at risk of hitting bottom and getting stuck in the mud. Earlier this month, the U.S. Coast 
Guard said there had been at least eight such “groundings.” Some barges touch the bottom but don’t get 
stuck. Others need salvage companies to help them out. Barges are cautioned to lighten their loads to 
prevent them from sinking too deep in the water, but that means they can carry fewer goods.

To ensure that vessels can travel safely, federal officials regularly meet, consider the depth of the river 
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and talk to the shipping industry to determine local closures and traffic restrictions. When a stretch is 
temporarily closed, hundreds of barges may line up to wait.

“It’s very dynamic: Things are changing constantly,” said Eric Carrero, the Coast Guard’s director of 
western rivers and waterways. “Every day, when we are doing our surveys, we’re finding areas that are 
shallow and they need to dredge.”

After a closed-down section is dredged, officials mark a safe channel and barges can once again pass 
through.

In some places, storage at barge terminals is filling up, preventing more goods from coming in, accord-
ing to Mike Steenhoek, executive director of the Soy Transportation Coalition. He said the influx of grain 
into a compromised river transportation system is like “attaching a garden hose to a fire hydrant.” High 
costs for farmers have led some to wait to ship their goods, he added.

For tourists, much of the river is still accessible. Cruise ships are built to withstand the river’s extremes: 
Big engines fight fast currents in the spring and shallow drafts keep the boats moving in a drought, said 
Charles Robertson, president and CEO of American Cruise Lines, which operates five cruise ships that can 
carry 150 to 190 passengers each.

Nighttime operations are limited, however, to help ships avoid new obstacles that the drought has ex-
posed. And some landing areas aren’t accessible because of low water — the river is dried out along the 
edges. In Vicksburg, Mississippi, a cruise ship couldn’t get to a ramp that typically loads passengers, so 
the city, with help from townspeople, laid gravel and plywood to create a makeshift walkway. For some, 
it adds to the adventure.

“They’re experiencing the headlines that most of the rest of the country is reading,” Robertson said.
Drought is a prolonged problem in California, which just recorded its driest three-year stretch on record, 

a situation that has stressed water supplies and increased wildfire risk. Climate change is raising tempera-
tures and making droughts more common and worse.

“The drier areas are going to continue to get drier and the wetter areas are going to continue to get 
wetter,” said Jen Brady, a data analyst at Climate Central, a nonprofit group of scientists and researchers 
that reports on climate change.

Brad Pugh, a meteorologist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, said however, 
that the current drought in the Midwest is likely “driven by short-term weather patterns” and he wouldn’t 
link it to climate change.

In the Midwest, climate change is increasing the intensity of some rainstorms. Flood severity on the 
upper Mississippi River is growing faster than any other area of the country, according to NOAA.

Some worry that fertilizer and manure have accumulated on farms and could quickly wash off in a hard 
rain, reducing oxygen levels in rivers and streams and threatening aquatic life.

In rare cases, communities are moving to alternate sources of drinking water away from the Mississippi. 
The drought also is threatening to dry out drinking-water wells in Iowa and Nebraska, NOAA says.

It’s unclear how much longer the drought will last. In the near term, there is a chance for rain, but NOAA 
notes that in November, below average rainfall is more likely in central states such as Missouri, which 
would extend shipping problems on the river. In some northern states including Michigan, the winter may 
bring more moisture, but less rain is expected in southern states.

“It does take a lot of rainfall to really get the river to rise,” Roth said.

Climate migration: Alaska village resists despite threats
By LUIS ANDRES HENAO Associated Press
SHISHMAREF, Alaska (AP) — Search online for the little town of Shishmaref and you’ll see homes peril-

ously close to falling into the ocean, and headlines that warn that this Native community on a border island 
in western Alaska -- without access to main roads to the mainland or running water -- is on the verge of 
disappearing.

Climate change is partially to blame for the rising seas, flooding, erosion and loss of protective ice and 
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land that are threatening this Inupiat village of about 600 people near the Bering Strait, just a few miles 
from the Arctic Circle. Its situation is dire.

All of this is true. And yet, it is only part of the story.
The people of Shishmaref “are resourceful, they are resilient,” said Rich Stasenko, who arrived to Shish-

maref to teach at the local school in the mid-’70s and never left. “I don’t see victims here.”
Yes, residents have voted twice to relocate (in 2002 and 2016). But they haven’t moved. There’s not 

enough money to fund the relocation. The places chosen are not optimal. And perhaps, most importantly, 
there are no places like Shishmaref.

They might be at the edge of the world, but elsewhere they would be far from some of the prime spots 
for subsistence hunting of bearded seals and other sea mammals or fishing and berry picking in the tundra 
that make up most of their nutrition. They would be dispersed from their close-knit community that prides 
itself on being one of the best makers of arts and crafts in the region and that maintains traditions and 
celebrates birthdays, baptisms and graduations centered around their homes, their local school and one 
of the world’s northernmost Lutheran churches.

“If they focus too much on that (on climate change), it will become too much of a weight, too much of 
a burden, because…there are birthday parties and there are funerals and there are sports events,” said 
the Rev. Aaron Silco, who is co-pastor of the Shishmaref Lutheran Church with his wife, Anna. They live 
next to the church and cemetery with their two-month-old son, Aidan. “There’s still life happening despite 
all of the weight and the burden that climate change can cast upon this community.”

On a recent Sunday, they celebrated Mass with about two dozen parishioners. The Rev. Anna Silco asked 
the children in the group to gather on the steps of the altar, decorated with an ivory cross. She gave them 
mustard seeds from a small jar to explain the parable about keeping faith despite challenges.

“A mustard seed can grow into a huge tree,” she told them. “My faith can be as small as a mustard 
seed and that will be enough.”

At the end of the service, Ardith Weyiouanna and two of her grandchildren reflected on how the parable 
related to Shishmaref, to living on an island that could eventually vanish but where they have faith that 
it’s worth living fully.

“To move somewhere else, we’d lose a part of our identity. It’s hard to see myself living elsewhere,” said 
Weyiouanna, whose family first came to Shishmaref with a dogsled team in 1958.

“My home means my way of life, carried down to me by my ancestors – living off the land, the ocean, 
the air…we live off the animals that are here. And it’s important to teach it to my children, to my grand-
children,” she said, pointing to Isaac, 10 and Kyle Rose, 6, “so they can continue the life that we’ve known 
in our time and before our time.”

That traditional lifestyle that the Inupiat have maintained for thousands of years is vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. In Alaska, the average temperature has increased 2.5 degrees (1.4 degrees 
Celsius) since 1992, according to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The Arctic 
had been warming twice as fast as the globe as a whole, but now has jumped to three times faster in 
some seasons, according to the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program.

___
EDITOR’S NOTE: This story is part of an ongoing series exploring the lives of people around the world 

who have been forced to move because of rising seas, drought, searing temperatures and other things 
caused or exacerbated by climate change.

___
Shishmaref sits on the small island of Sarichef -- just a quarter of a mile wide and about three miles long. 

Only about half of it is habitable, but hundreds of feet of shore have been lost in past decades. A warmer 
climate also melts faster a protective layer of ice during the fall, making it more susceptible to storms. In 
October 1997, about 30 feet of the north shore was eroded after a storm, prompting the relocation of 14 
homes to another part of the island, according to a report by the Alaska Department of Commerce. Five 
more homes were moved in 2002.

Today, Shishmaref is one of dozens of Alaska Native villages that face significant environmental threats 
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from erosion, flooding, or thawing permafrost, according to a report published in May by the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office that says climate change “is expected to exacerbate” these threats.

“I’m scared we will have to move eventually,” said Lloyd Kiyutelluk, president of the local tribal council. 
“I don’t want it to be declared an emergency. But the way things are, you know, we’re getting storms that 
we’ve never seen before.”

Ahead of a powerful storm in mid-September, officials warned that some places in Alaska could see the 
worst flooding in 50 years. The storm swept through the Bering Strait, causing widespread flooding in 
several western Alaska coastal communities, knocking out power and sending residents fleeing for higher 
ground.

In Shishmaref, the storm wiped out a road leading to the local garbage dump and sewage lagoon, cre-
ating a health hazard for a town that lacks running water. Molly Snell said she prayed for a miracle that 
would save the village where she was born and raised from being forced to evacuate.

“The right storm with the right wind could take out our whole island that’s more vulnerable due to climate 
change,” said Snell, 35, the general manager of the Shishmaref Native Corporation.

“For someone to say that climate change is not real kind of hurts a little bit because we’re seeing it 
firsthand in Shishmaref,” she said. “”People who say that it’s not real, they don’t know how we live and 
what we deal with every day.”

On a recent day, she prepared a dinner for the 31st birthday of her partner, Tyler Weyiouanna, with her 
80-year-old father in-law, Clifford Weyiouanna, a respected village elder and former reindeer herder. Their 
meal included turkey, a cake with a photo posing next to the last bear Tyler had hunted and akutuq, an 
ice cream-like dish traditionally made by Alaska indigenous cultures from berries, seal oil and the fat of 
caribou and other animals. Her 5-year-old son, Ryder, played with Legos while they cooked and later joined 
them in singing Happy Birthday when Tyler returned home from a hunting trip.

Hunters — who woke at dawn under the chilly weather to board their boats in the village’s lagoon — 
returned with a catch of spotted seals that were laid outside homes ready to be skinned and cured, a 
traditional weeks-long process that is usually carried out by women. The fur of a polar bear dried in a rack 
next to the airstrip where small planes carry passengers, frozen foods and other goods.

Residents drive snow machines and all-terrain vehicles that have replaced dogsleds for hunting. But there 
are no other vehicles on the sandy roads where children play after school and late into the evening, and 
where at times the night sky is lit up by spectacular streaks of green and other colors from the northern 
lights.

“This is not a community that is responsible for greenhouse gas emissions and industrialization to the ex-
tent that we know Western Europe and North America have been,” said Elizabeth Marino, an anthropologist 
and author of “Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground: An ethnography of climate change in Shishmaref, Alaska.”

“And so, if this community is really on the frontlines of climate change, it’s experiencing these risks first-
hand and is facing the loss of their landscape and their cultural traditions, we sort of inherently understand 
that as climate injustice,” Marino said.

Some believe this injustice has claimed lives.
Ask John Kokeok about the effects of climate change on his village and he’ll tell you that he started 

paying attention 15 years ago after a personal tragedy. His brother Norman, a skilled hunter, knew the 
ice and trails well. Yet during a hunting trip in 2007, his snow machine fell through ice that melted earlier 
than usual, and he was killed.

John blames climate change and he has been retelling his story ever since in hopes of warning younger 
generations and finding solutions to protect his island community. Like others, he voted to relocate Shish-
maref to safer ground. But he also wants to protect its traditions, its way of life. The only way he’d leave 
now is if he’d had to evacuate.

“I know we’re not the only ones that are getting impacted,” he said in his living room, near a framed 
picture of his brother on his last hunting trip.

“I’m sure there’s everybody else on the coastline. But this is home.”
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Russia’s hope for Ukraine win revealed in battle for Bakhmut

By INNA VARENYTSIA and SAM MEDNICK Associated Press
BAKHMUT, Ukraine (AP) — Russian soldiers pummeling a city in eastern Ukraine with artillery are slowly 

edging closer in their attempt to seize Bakhmut, which has remained in Ukrainian hands during the eight-
month war despite Moscow’s goal of capturing the entire Donbas region bordering Russia.

While much of the fighting in the last month has unfolded in southern Ukraine’s Kherson region, the 
battle heating up around Bakhmut demonstrates Russian President Vladimir Putin’s desire for visible gains 
following weeks of clear setbacks in Ukraine.

Taking Bakhmut would rupture Ukraine’s supply lines and open a route for Russian forces to press on 
toward Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, key Ukrainian strongholds in Donetsk province. Pro-Moscow separatists 
have controlled part of Donetsk and neighboring Luhansk province since 2014.

Before invading Ukraine, Putin recognized the independence of the Russian-backed separatists’ self-
proclaimed republics. Last month, he illegally annexed Donetsk, Luhansk and two other provinces that 
Russian forces occupied or mostly occupied.

Russia has battered Bakhmut with rockets for more than five months. The ground assault accelerated 
after its troops forced the Ukrainians to withdraw from Luhansk in July. The line of contact is now on the 
city’s outskirts. Mercenaries from the Wagner Group, a shadowy Russian military company, are reported 
to be leading the charge.

Russia’s prolonged drive for Bakhmut exposes Moscow’s “craziness,” Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said in a nightly address to the nation this week.

“Day after day, for months, they have been driving people there to their deaths, concentrating the maxi-
mum power of artillery strikes there,” Zelenskyy said.

The shelling killed at least three people between Wednesday and Thursday, according to local authorities. 
Four more died between Thursday and Friday in the Donetsk region, the province’s Ukrainian governor 
reported as Russian troops press their attacks on Bakhmut and Avdiivka, a small city about 90 kilometers 
(55 miles) to the south that also remains under Ukrainian control

Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said the civilian population was suffering in more ways with the region becoming 
an active war zone.

“Civilians who remain in the region live in constant fear without heating and electricity,” Kyrylenko said 
in televised remarks. “Their enemy is not only Russian cannons but also the cold.”

Russia needs a victory in Bakhmut given it is losing control over large swaths of the northeastern region 
of Kharkiv to a Ukrainian counteroffensive last month and its deteriorating position in Kherson. The areas 
were among the first the Russian military captured after the Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine.

“Russia’s suffering defeats across the board. ... They need the optics of some kind of an offensive vic-
tory to assuage critics at home and to show the Russian public that this war is still going to plan,” said 
Samuel Ramani, an associate fellow at the Royal United Services Institute, a defense and security think 
tank based in London.

The Wagner Group has played a prominent role in the war, and human rights organizations have ac-
cused its soldiers for hire of committing atrocities. Their deployment around Bakhmut reflects the city’s 
strategic important to Moscow. However, it’s unclear if the mercenaries have made many tangible gains, 
according to Ramani.

“We’re seeing a situation where the Wagner Group is quite effective at creating terror amongst the lo-
cal residents but much less effective at actually capturing and holding territory,” he said. At the very best 
they’re gaining 1 kilometer (0.6 mile) a week toward Bakhmut, he said.

While in the city this week, journalists from The Associated Press saw burned-out cars, destroyed build-
ings and people struggling to survive amid a cacophony of constant shelling. Bakhmut has been without 
electricity or water for a month, and residents worry about heating their homes as temperatures drop.

“We hoped that this (war) would end or that we would have conditions that allow us to live. But since 
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last month, conditions have been terrible,” resident Leonid Tarasov said.

Few shops are open. The AP saw people using firewood to cook on the streets and drawing water from 
wells.

Bakhmut had a population of about 73,000 people before the war, but approximately 90% have left the 
city, according to Kyrylenko, the Donetsk region’s governor.

Some of those who remained asked in recent days to be evacuated from areas that are now too dan-
gerous for volunteers or soldiers to get to because of the fighting, Roman Zhylenkov a volunteer with the 
local aid group Vostok-SOS, said.

Others feel trapped.
“People who left moved to stay with their children or brothers and sisters. They had places to go,” Ilona 

Ierhilieieva said as she mixed soup on an open fire by the side of the road. “But as for us, we don’t have 
a place to go. That’s why we are here.”

Climate Questions: What are the sources of emissions?
By SIBI ARASU Associated Press
BENGALURU, India (AP) — Greenhouse gases, like carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and fluorinated 

gases, are all heating up the planet. So what are the main human activities that cause them?
The biggest share of these planet-warming gasses is spewed for energy, as coal, oil and gas still provide 

a lot of the world’s needs. Energy for industries like steel and iron, electricity to turn the lights on in homes 
and buildings, and gas to fuel up cars, ships and planes, all pump carbon dioxide into the air if they’re not 
coming from renewable sources.

Agricultural practices, like deforestation and livestock, make up almost a fifth of the world’s emissions. 
Waste such as landfill, leaks from oil and gas extraction and processes like cement-making which makes 
carbon dioxide as a byproduct also emit greenhouse gasses.

___
EDITOR’S NOTE: This story is part of an ongoing series answering some of the most fundamental ques-

tions around climate change, the science behind it, the effects of a warming planet and how the world is 
addressing it.

___
Carbon dioxide accounts for over three quarters of all human-caused greenhouse gases. Methane, 

mostly from agriculture, coal mining and disturbing peatlands and wetlands which naturally hold in the 
gas, makes up about 16% of greenhouse gas in the atmosphere. Nitrous oxide from agriculture practices 
and fluorinated gases from refrigerants are the remainder.

Some of these gases stick around longer than others. It’s estimated that carbon dioxide can hang around 
in the air for 200 years or longer, so coal burned at the start of the industrial era would still be warming 
up the planet today. In contrast, methane, which is about 81 times more potent in the short term than 
carbon dioxide, lasts in the atmosphere for about a dozen years.

“Global warming is caused by accumulation of greenhouse gases over time in the atmosphere, which 
builds higher concentration,” said Professor Shobhakar Dhakal, one of the lead authors of a report by 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

“Historical emissions, which refers to accumulated emissions over time, is important to consider,” he added.
But humans are still expelling a vast amounts of carbon into the air today. Emissions between 2010 and 

2019 were higher than any previous decade in human history.
Net emissions from 1850 to 2019 were approximately 2,400 gigatons of carbon dioxide. Of these, 58% 

occurred between 1850 and 1989 — a 139 year period — with the remaining 42% created between 1990 
and 2019 — just 29 years, according to the latest IPCC estimates. About 17% of emissions since 1850 
occurred between 2010 and 2019.

Rapidly growing urban sprawls around the world are accounting for more greenhouse gases poured into 
the air with every passing year, the report said.
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“We are still in an age of fossil fuels as a global society,” said Professor Jan Christoph Minx, a lead author 

of the IPCC report and a climate scientist based in Germany. “We often forget that we have not managed 
yet to reverse the more than 250-year mega trend of global emissions growth.”

Minx said that any reductions by making systems more efficient or changing the sources of energy to 
more sustainable ones has been less than the increases from rising global activity levels in industry, energy 
supply, transport, agriculture and buildings.

“The first step, is to reach peak emissions and enter an age of emissions reductions where every year 
we emit less and less greenhouse gases globally,” he added.

Today in History: October 29, “Black Tuesday” on Wall Street
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Saturday, Oct. 29, the 302nd day of 2022. There are 63 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Oct. 29, 1929, “Black Tuesday” descended upon the New York Stock Exchange. Prices collapsed amid 

panic selling and thousands of investors were wiped out as America’s “Great Depression” began.
On this date:
In 1618, Sir Walter Raleigh, the English courtier, military adventurer and poet, was executed in London 

for treason.
In 1787, the opera “Don Giovanni” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart had its world premiere in Prague.
In 1891, actor, comedian and singer Fanny Brice was born in New York.
In 1940, a blindfolded Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson drew the first number — 158 — from a glass 

bowl in America’s first peacetime military draft.
In 1956, during the Suez Canal crisis, Israel invaded Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula. “The Huntley-Brinkley Re-

port” premiered as NBC’s nightly television newscast.
In 1960, a chartered plane carrying the California Polytechnic State University football team crashed on 

takeoff from Toledo, Ohio, killing 22 of the 48 people on board.
In 1987, following the confirmation defeat of Robert H. Bork to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court, President 

Ronald Reagan announced his choice of Douglas H. Ginsburg, a nomination that fell apart over revelations 
of Ginsburg’s previous marijuana use. Jazz great Woody Herman died in Los Angeles at age 74.

In 1998, Sen. John Glenn, at age 77, roared back into space aboard the shuttle Discovery, retracing the 
trail he’d blazed for America’s astronauts 36 years earlier.

In 2004, four days before Election Day in the U.S., Osama bin Laden, in a videotaped statement, directly 
admitted for the first time that he’d ordered the September 11 attacks and told Americans “the best way 
to avoid another Manhattan” was to stop threatening Muslims’ security.

In 2005, mourners slowly filed past the body of civil rights icon Rosa Parks in Montgomery, Alabama, 
just miles from the downtown street where she’d made history by refusing to give up her seat on a city 
bus to a white man.

In 2015, Paul Ryan was elected the 54th speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives.
In 2018, a new-generation Boeing jet operated by the Indonesian budget airline Lion Air crashed in the 

Java Sea minutes after takeoff from Jakarta, killing all 189 people on board; it was the first of two deadly 
crashes involving the 737 Max, causing the plane to be grounded around the world for nearly two years 
as Boeing worked on software changes to a flight-control system.

Ten years ago: Superstorm Sandy slammed ashore in New Jersey and slowly marched inland, devastating 
coastal communities and causing widespread power outages; the storm and its aftermath were blamed 
for at least 182 deaths in the U.S.

Five years ago: All but 10 members of the Houston Texans took a knee during the national anthem, 
reacting to a remark from team owner Bob McNair to other NFL owners that “we can’t have the inmates 
running the prison.” The head of Puerto Rico’s power company said the agency was cancelling its $300 
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million contract with a tiny Montana company to restore the island’s power system; the company was 
based in the hometown of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke.

One year ago: The Food and Drug Administration paved the way for children ages 5 to 11 to get Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine; the FDA cleared kid-size doses — just a third of the amount given to teens and adults 
— for emergency use. Eighteen states filed three separate lawsuits to stop President Joe Biden’s COVID-19 
vaccine mandate for federal contractors, arguing that the requirement violated federal law. Biden held ex-
tended and highly personal talks with Pope Francis at the Vatican, and came away saying the pontiff told 
him he was a “good Catholic” and should keep receiving Communion, although conservatives had called 
for him to be denied the sacrament because of his support for abortion rights.

Today’s Birthdays: Former Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is 84. Country singer Lee Clayton is 
80. Rock musician Denny Laine is 78. Singer Melba Moore is 77. Actor Richard Dreyfuss is 75. Actor Kate 
Jackson is 74. Country musician Steve Kellough (Wild Horses) is 66. Actor Dan Castellaneta (TV: “The 
Simpsons”) is 65. Comic strip artist Tom Wilson (“Ziggy”) is 65. Actor Finola Hughes is 63. Singer Randy 
Jackson (the Jacksons) is 61. Rock musician Peter Timmins (Cowboy Junkies) is 57. Actor Joely Fisher is 55. 
Rapper Paris is 55. Actor Rufus Sewell is 55. Actor Grayson McCouch (mih-KOOCH’) is 54. Rock singer SA 
Martinez (311) is 53. Actor Winona Ryder is 51. Actor Tracee Ellis Ross is 50. Actor Gabrielle Union is 50. 
Actor Trevor Lissauer is 49. Olympic gold medal bobsledder Vonetta Flowers is 49. Actor Milena Govich is 
46. Actor Jon Abrahams is 45. Actor Brendan Fehr is 45. Actor Ben Foster is 42. Rock musician Chris Baio 
(Vampire Weekend) is 38. Actor Janet Montgomery is 37. Actor India Eisley is 29.


