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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Mon., Aug. 29
School Breakfast: Egg Bake
School Lunch: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots
Senior Menu: Baked pork chop, dill potato, seven 

layer salad, fruited Jell-O with topping, whole wheat 
bread.

Volleyball at Aberdeen Christian (7th at 5:15 p.m. 
JV at 6:30 p.m. followed by varsity)

Emmanuel: 6:30 am Bible Study
The Pantry open at the Groton Community Cen-

ter, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 30
School Breakfast: Fritatta
School Lunch: Sloppy Joe, Waffle Fries
Senior Menu: Hamburger on bun, oven roasted 

potatoes, cucumber salad, ice cream sundae.
10 a.m.: Golf at Lee Park, Aberdeen
5 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Ipswich (C/JV/V)
Groton UMC: 10:00am Bible Study - Grill Out 

(Weather Permitting)
The Pantry open at the Groton Community Cen-

ter, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 31
School Breakfast, Hash brown, Pizza
School Lunch: Chicken Alfredo, Cooked Broccoli
Senior Menu: Breaded codfish, parsley buttered 

potatoes, creamy coleslaw, fruit, while wheat bread.
Groton UMC: 9:30am Community Coffee Hour

1- Upcoming Events
2- Weekly Vikings Roundup: 
3- That’s Life/Tony Bender
4- Prairie Doc: Aspirin:  Is it right for you?
5- Groton Chamber Ad 
6- Weather Pages
10- Daily Devotional
11- 2022 Community Events
12- Subscription Form
13- News from the Associated Press
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Weekly Vikings Roundup: 

Preseason game #3
By Jack & Duane Kolsrud

Preseason has finally come to end as the Vikings fall to the Denver Broncos 23-13 to finish off their 
preseason without a win for the second year in a row. Yet again, the Vikings decided to rest their entire 
starting lineup for the game, leaving only 47 of the 80 players currently on the Vikings’ roster to play. With 
the roster needing to be cut down to 53 players by this Tuesday, it was the last opportunity for some of 
these players to make a case to be on the roster come Week 1.

Just before the game, the Vikings announced the 33 players that would not suit up against the Broncos. 
Most of the names consisted of players who are already locked in to make the roster. However, there were 
three players on the list: Chazz Surratt, Janarius Robinson, and Jonathan Bullard, that were surprisingly not 
playing in the final preseason game. Since these three players are seen as “bubble” players to make the 
final roster, it was odd that the Vikings decided not to dress them for the game. Perhaps it could be that 
these three players are all dealing with undisclosed injuries, or that their fate has already been sealed that 
they are making the final roster. However, the most likely reason is that the Vikings already know that they 
are going to cut these three players and want to ensure they make it to the practice squad rather than 
get picked up by another team. If one of these three players were to have an exceptional performance 
against the Broncos, other teams may take a chance on them on their final roster.

As for the game, there were only a few noteworthy performances on the Vikings’ side of things. Ryan 
Wright, who secured the punter job during the week, seemed to be loving the Colorado air because he 
was booming the ball down the field on his punts. The same can be said for the kicker, Greg Joseph, who 
had a 58-yard field goal that easily sailed through the uprights. Besides the stellar special teams’ perfor-
mances, the only other great performance for the Vikings came from running back, Ty Chandler. Although 
Chandler only had five carries, he was able to lead the team in rushing with 44 yards. 

The quarterback play, on the other hand, was subpar, to say the least for the Vikings. Unlike prior games, 
the Vikings decided to give Sean Mannion the entire first half as the quarterback and Kellen Mond the 
entire second half. With the signing of backup quarterback, Nick Mullens, during the week, anything but 
a superb performance for either of these two quarterbacks would likely lead to them not making the final 
roster. For Mannion, it was another outing that showed why his lack of arm talent led the Vikings to trade 
for a reliable backup quarterback in Mullens. For Mond, this game might have officially knocked him out 
of making the final roster. With the signing of Mullens, many thought that the Vikings might keep Mond 
as the project, third-string quarterback. However, after his awful performance last night, Mond’s best bet 
for staying with the Vikings might be on the practice squad. Mond’s biggest issue seems to be his incon-
sistency. For every great throw Mond makes, he makes two to three poor decisions right after.

As for everyone else, it will be interesting to see who the front office chooses to make the final roster. 
There are only 53 spots on the final roster and 16 spots on the practice squad. Some guys will likely never 
suit up for the Vikings again, and others will likely never suit up for any NFL team again. Whatever hap-
pens, it will all be known by 3:00 pm on Tuesday, August 30. 
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That’s Life/Tony Bender

Long Lake’s ambassador is gone
Editor’s note: Tony Bender is taking the week off. Here’s one we like from 2013.
Long Lake, SD, population 31, has just lost the greatest ambassador it will ever have. Every town needs 

one, few have them, and none will ever have one as good as Charlie Fischer. When the Long Lake cafe was 
serving “the best chicken in the world” you knew about it in Ashley. When Long Lake had a polka party 
or turkey shoot, they put up signs and posters, but they really didn’t need them. They had Charlie Fischer. 

He was Auctioneer Emeritus of these parts, an old school auctioneer, a back-slapper, part comedian and 
part carnival barker. When they heard the news at the busy checkout line at Ashley Super Valu on the eve 
of a snowstorm— “Charlie Fisher passed away”—a bent, wrinkled old woman I did not know, gasped, and 
when I turned back to look again, she had tears in her eyes.

Although I was not raised here, my roots are deep in this soil. This is where my father walked, my 
grandfather, and his father. Some 15 years ago, after I bought the newspapers in Ashley and Wishek, I 
ran into Charlie outside the bank. I remember an autumn wind, the conflicting snap of the air and the 
tepid warmth of the weakening sun. We moved to a spot where the breeze was not so strong where the 
sun could do its work unimpeded.

“I want to tell you something,” Charlie said. He probably put his arm around me. I don’t remember for 
sure. “Our families go way back,” he said, and this I remember well. 

He told me about the day, back when times were especially tough and his father desperately needed a 
loan. As he was coming out of the bank empty handed, Charlie’s father met my Great-grandfather George 
Bender. “George told my dad, ‘Don’t worry about the bank, I’ll lend you the money.’” 

Then Charlie looked me in the eye to make sure that I understood that the loyalty and respect his family 
had for my great-grandfather had been extended to me. This was a bond Charlie held sacred. 

People ask—and sometimes we ask ourselves—in the midst of brooding gray winters and insolent, brash, 
fast moving summers, why we live here. It is a harsh land, and the generations who have endured have 
taken on the temperament of the land. Pugnacious, bloody-knuckled, stoic, but with a sense of loyalty, 
tradition and honor, too, that binds us as friends and neighbors and makes this home. For me, in that 
moment, Charlie Fisher epitomized the best that is within us. Our reason for living here. When his name 
comes up in my family, that is the story I tell. 

There is another. When I was a teenager at the wheel of a fast car with my friends on board, I was the 
cause of terrible crash that might have killed us all. Booze, reckless driving, speeding on an unfamiliar road 
in fog... I made just about every bad decision possible. If I had had a cell phone that night I might have 
been texting.

My friends escaped mostly with stitches, bumps and bruises, but I ended up in the hospital, unrecog-
nizably swollen, bloodied, wishing I could turn back the clock. The enormity of the damage I had caused 
began to set in.

My father was insured through Charlie’s Long Lake agency, but I was worried that the claim would be 
rejected and my parents bankrupted. I did not know then that as a rule insurance companies cover youthful 
stupidity, but I will never forget the weight that was lifted from my shoulders when Charlie assured us that, 
“He would take care of everything. They’re going to pay. I’ll see to it.” There are a lot of ways that situation 
could have been handled, but he handled it with the kindness and confidence we needed at that moment.

They’re going to remember a lot of things about Charlie Fisher. In almost 80 years, he did a lot, ac-
complished a lot, touched a lot of people. He was a showman. He may have been the original Good Time 
Charlie. He made extroverts seem like Greta Garbo. He loved life and it loved him right back. 

But it seems to me that as often as people are remembered for the larger, obvious aspects of their lives, 
there are a thousand more memories we will never know that testify to the character of the soul as much 
as to the soul of the character. 

These recollections of Charlie Fisher remind me that the legacies we create are often built out of the 
spotlight with small audiences. We’re not putting on a show. We’re just being who we are.

© Tony Bender, 2013
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Aspirin:  Is it right for you?

For most people, taking a daily 81 mg aspirin to prevent 
stroke and heart attack is more risky than beneficial. 

Aspirin has been in use as a pharmaceutical for over 150 
years making it one of our oldest.  One might assume with 
all this experience we would know exactly how to use it, 
but today’s recommendations are based on better evidence 
gained from better science.

Originally used to treat pain, aspirin evolved to become 
a cornerstone for cardiovascular protection after compelling research in the 1970s.  By the 1980s, it was 
recommended that almost anyone over the age of 50 take an 81 mg aspirin daily because it makes your 
blood clotting cells “slippery” thus helping prevent clots from forming in the arteries of your brain and heart.

Even at the low 81 mg dose, bleeding is aspirin’s most common side effect. Physicians have long ac-
cepted this risk, however, as multiple large scale research studies have established this risk as low and 
outweighed by its great benefits. 

This risk vs. benefit relationship has been called into question by more recent research leading to the 
recommendation several years ago that only those at highest risk of stroke and heart attack should take 
a daily aspirin.  This includes people with Diabetes, Hypertension and those who have had a stroke or 
heart attack in the past as well as those who have stents in their coronary or other arteries.

Research published in the April 2022 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association is a game 
changing analysis confirming the benefits of aspirin are indeed outweighed by the risk of bleeding, specifi-
cally among those who have never suffered a stroke or heart attack nor have a vascular stent.  One out 
of every 250 people in this category taking a daily 81 mg aspirin for ten years successfully prevented a 
stroke or heart attack but one out of 200 suffered a major bleeding event.

In an update to their 2016 recommendations, The U.S. Preventative Services Task Force now discour-
ages using aspirin for the primary prevention of stroke and heart attack in adults older than 60.  To clarify, 
those who have had a previous stroke or heart attack and/or have a vascular stent, benefit greatly from 
a daily aspirin and this benefit outweighs the risk of bleeding.

There are exceptions to every rule and guideline so please, as always, consult your personal physician 
regarding your unique situation and use of aspirin.

Philip Meyer, D.O., is a contributing Prairie Doc® columnist. Dr. Meyer has been practicing General 
Internal Medicine and Hospital Medicine in Pierre since 1997. Currently Dr. Meyer practices outpatient 
Internal Medicine at the Pierre VA clinic where he also serves as the medical director. In addition, he is 
an Associate Clinical Professor for the Sanford School of Medicine and the University of South Dakota 
Physician Assistant Program. Follow The Prairie Doc®, based on science, built on trust, at www.prairie-
doc.org and on Facebook featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show streaming live on 
Facebook broadcast and on SDPB most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.

Phillip Meyer, M.D.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Gusty northwest winds are expected to develop this morning and continue through the afternoon. The 
winds will diminish this evening, as high pressure moves over the area. Expect dry conditions through the 
work week, with above normal temperatures.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 81.3 °F at 5:15 PM
Low Temp: 61.9 °F at 11:15 PM
Wind: 14 mph at 1:15 AM
Precip: : 0.00

Day length: 13 hours, 28 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 100 in 1961  
Record Low: 30 in 1893
Average High: 81°F
Average Low: 53°F
Average Precip in Aug.: 2.10
Precip to date in Aug.: 1.42
Average Precip to date: 16.20
Precip Year to Date: 15.96
Sunset Tonight: 8:17:23 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:50:19 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
August 29, 1983: A devastating hail storm struck portions of central South Dakota. In a small part of 

Faulk County, hail pounded the area for two straight hours. At times, the hail was the size of baseballs. Of 
course, this incredible hailstorm devastated crops in the area and took out windows in area buildings. In 
one home, the windows were shattered, the curtains shredded, and glass shards and water ruined much 
of the upper floor. On some houses, the paint was peeled off by the continual pounding of the hail. Also, 
funnel clouds were reported just east of Lake City, and near Langford and Veblen in Marshall County. In 
Veblen, a pole barn was blown over, and shingles were torn off.

August 29, 1993: A severe thunderstorm hit Groton with hail, damaging lightning, and 3.43 inches of rain 
which flooded some basements.  At the high school, lightning spits a 30-foot chimney which fell through 
a large skylight and sections of the roof.

1960: The storm that would become Hurricane Donna forms near Cape Verde off the African coast. It 
would go on to cause 150 deaths from Puerto Rico to New England over the next two weeks. Click HERE 
for more information from the History Channel.

1962 - Hackberry, LA, was deluged with twenty-two inches of rain in 24 hours, establishing a state re-
cord. (The Weather Channel)

1965 - A national record for the month of August was established when 2.5 inches of snow fell atop 
Mount Washington NH. Temperatures in New England dipped to 39 degrees at Nantucket MA, and to 25 
degrees in Vermont. For many location it was the earliest freeze of record. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Some of the most powerful thunderstorms in several years developed over the piedmont of North 
Carolina, and marched across central sections of the state during the late afternoon and evening hours. 
Baseball size hail was reported around Albemarle, while thunderstorm winds downed giant trees around 
High Falls. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Cool air invaded the north central U.S. Ten cities reported record low temperatures for the date, 
including Bismarck ND with a reading of 33 degrees. Deerfield, a small town in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota, reported a low of 23 degrees. The remnants of Tropical Storm Chris drenched eastern Pennsylva-
nia with up to five and a half inches of rain, and produced high winds which gusted to 90 mph, severely 
damaging a hundred boats in Anne Arundel County MD. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Evening thunderstorms produced destructive lightning in West Virginia. The lightning caused 
widepsread damage, particularily in Doddridge County. Numerous trees were downed closing many roads. 
Fire companies had a difficult time tending to the many homes and trailers on fire. Anchorage AK reported 
a record 9.60 inches of rain for the month of August. The average annual precipitation for Anchorage is 
just slighty more than fifteen inches. Three day rainfall totals in northwest Missouri ranged up to 8.20 
inches at Maryville. (The National Weather Summary)

2005 - Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Plaquemines Parish in southeastern Louisiana early on the 
29th with maximum sustained winds near 125 mph, a strong category-three, and the third most-intense 
landfalling hurricane in U.S. history. The center of the hurricane passed just east of New Orleans, where 
winds gusted over 100 mph. Widespread devastation and unprecedented flooding occurred, submerging at 
least 80 percent of the city as levees failed. Farther east, powerful winds and a devastating storm surge of 
20-30 feet raked the Mississippi coastline, including Gulfport and Biloxi, where Gulf of Mexico floodwaters 
spread several miles inland. Rainfall amounts of 8-10 inches were common along and to the east of the 
storm’s path. Katrina weakened to a tropical storm as it tracked northward through Mississippi and gradu-
ally lost its identity as it moved into the Tennessee Valley on the 30th
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Seeds of Time

Scripture: Mark 4:13–20 (NIV)
13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand any 

parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is 
sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, 
like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no 
root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly 
fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some 
sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”.

Insight By: Alyson Kieda
The New Testament books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke (the Synoptic Gospels) record from thirty-eight 

to forty-six distinct parables of Jesus. The majority appear in Luke, but many are repeated in the other 
gospels. Why did Jesus often speak in parables? He explains to His disciples: “Because the knowledge of 
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given 
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from 
them. This is why I speak to them in parables: ‘Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do 
not hear or understand’ ” (Matthew 13:11–13). He said this to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy (see Isaiah 6:9–10). 
The truths of the Bible can only be understood by the Spirit. The apostle Paul later echoed this truth in 1 
Corinthians 2:7–14..

Comment By: Kenneth Petersen
In 1879, people watching William Beal would likely think he was loony. They’d see the professor of botany 

filling twenty bottles with various seeds, then burying them in deep soil. What they didn’t know was that 
Beal was conducting a seed viability experiment that would span centuries. Every twenty years a bottle 
would be dug up to plant its seeds and see which seeds would germinate.

Jesus talked a lot about seed planting, often likening the sowing of seed to the spreading of “the word” 
(Mark 4:15). He taught that some seeds are snatched by Satan, others have no foundation and don’t 
take root, and yet others are hampered by the life around them and are choked out (vv. 15–19). As we 
spread the good news, it’s not up to us which seeds will survive. Our job is simply to sow the gospel—to 
tell others about Jesus: “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (16:15 esv).

In 2021, another of Beal’s bottles was dug up. The seeds were planted by researchers and some sprouted, 
having survived more than 142 years. As God works through us and we share our faith with others, we 
never know if the word we share will take root or when. But we’re to be encouraged that our sowing of 
the good news might, even after many years, be received by someone who will “accept it, and produce 
a crop” (4:20)..

Reflect and Prayer: Consider an example of how you shared the good news with someone. How did 
that person respond? How are you praying for that person today?

Dear God, please give me courage to share Jesus with friends and colleagues.
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2022-23 Community Events

07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/11/2022: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th 

of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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International aid reaches flood-ravaged Pakistan
By MUNIR AHMED Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — International aid was reaching Pakistan on Monday, as the military and volunteers 

desperately tried to evacuate many thousands stranded by widespread flooding driven by “monster mon-
soons” that have claimed more than 1,000 lives this summer.

Cargo planes from Turkey and the United Arab Emirates began the international rush to assist the im-
poverished nation, landing on Sunday in Islamabad carrying tents, food and other daily necessities. Trucks 
carrying tents, food, and water arranged by Pakistan were also being dispatched to various parts of the 
country by the National Disaster Management Authority for tens of thousands of flood victims.

They were among the nations that pledged to help Pakistan tackle the crisis after officials called for 
international help. The United Nations will launch an international appeal for Pakistani flood victims on 
Tuesday in Islamabad.

Prime Minister Shabaz Sharif on Monday said the rains are the heaviest Pakistan has seen in three decades.
“I saw floodwater everywhere, wherever I went in recent days and even today,” Sharif said in Charsadda, 

one of the devastated towns. He said the planes carrying aid from some countries have already reached 
Pakistan, and he predicted more.

Sharif has said the government would provide housing to all those who lost their homes.
However, many people displaced by floods say they not only lost their homes but their crops and small 

shops, as well.
“I am sitting with my family in a tent, and how can I go out to work? Even if I go out in search of a job, 

who will give me any job as there is water everywhere,” asked Rehmat Ullah, a flood victim in Charsadda 
in the northwest.

Zarina Bibi, another flood victim, said soldiers evacuated her by boat.
“We were given a tent and food by soldiers and volunteers,” she said. Bibi cried when she said her house 

had collapsed in floods. “Floodwater will recede soon, but we have no money to rebuild our home,” she said.
Rehan Ali, 24, a laborer in the country’s southern Sindh province, reported a similar ordeal.
He said he cannot rebuild his home without government help, and right now he was unable to work to 

get food for his family. So, Ali said, he was relying on donatons.
The exceptionally heavy monsoon rains that triggered flash floods across the country have affected 33 

million Pakistanis, damaged nearly 1 million homes and killed at least 1,061 people.
Pakistani authorities say this year’s devastation is worse than in 2010, when floods killed 1,700 people. 

Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa, the country’s military chief, said Sunday that his country may take years to 
recover. He appealed to Pakistanis living abroad to generously donate to the flood victims.

Floods and rains have caused devastation in Pakistan at a time when the country is facing one of the 
worst economic crises. Pakistan says it recently narrowly avoided a default, and later Monday IMF’s execu-
tive board was expected to approve the release of the much-awaited $1.7 billion for this Islamic nation.

Pakistan and the IMF originally signed the bailout accord in 2019. But the release of a $1.7 billion tranche 
has been on hold since earlier this year, when the IMF expressed concern about Pakistan’s compliance 
with the deal’s terms under former Prime Minister Imran Khan’s government.

Khan was also expected to launch a fundraising campaign Monday evening for flood victims.
Last week, the United Nations in a statement said that it has allocated $3 million for U.N. aid agencies 

and their partners in Pakistan to respond to the floods and this money will be used for health, nutrition, 
food security, and water and sanitation services in flood-affected areas, focusing on the most vulnerable.

Sherry Rehman, Pakistan’s climate minister, has described the unusual rainfall as a “monster monsoon.” 
She says Pakistan suffered heavier rains this year mainly because of climate change, which also caused 
fire in forests.

News from the
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However, critics say Pakistan’s government has hardly any interest in building new dams and water 

reservoirs.
The unprecedented monsoon season has affected all four of the country’s provinces. Floods have de-

stroyed more than 150 bridges and numerous roads have been washed away, making rescue operations 
difficult. Authorities say they were using military planes, helicopters, trucks and boats to evacuate people 
from marooned people and deliver much-need aid to them.

However, many survivors complain they were still waiting for help or they received too little assistance 
from the government after being displaced because of floods. Some people say they got tents but not 
food. Pakistan charities were also active in flood-hit areas, and the government says everyone should 
contribute to help flood victims.

The government has deployed at least 6,500 soldiers to help civilian authorities in rescue and relief 
operations across the country.

Fuel leak interrupts launch countdown of NASA moon rocket
By MARCIA DUNN AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — A fuel leak interrupted NASA’s launch countdown for its new moon rocket 

early Monday, reappearing in the same place that saw seepage during a dress rehearsal back in the spring.
Launch controllers halted the tanking operation, which already was running an hour late because of 

thunderstorms offshore. They slowly resumed the process to confirm that it was, indeed, a hydrogen 
fuel leak and not faulty sensors, but alarms forced another temporary pause as precious minutes in the 
countdown ticked away.

The 322-foot (98-meter) rocket is the most powerful ever built my NASA, out-muscling even the Saturn 
V that carried astronauts to the moon a half-century ago.

This test flight, if successful, would put a crew capsule into lunar orbit for the first time in 50 years.
No astronauts were inside the Orion capsule atop the rocket at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. Instead, 

three test dummies were strapped in for the lunar-orbiting mission, expected to last six weeks.
Even with no one on board, thousands of people jammed the coast to see the Space Launch System, or 

SLS, rocket soar. Vice President Kamala Harris flew into Orlando with her husband, but had yet to make 
the hourlong drive to Cape Canaveral for the planned liftoff.

The next launch attempt wouldn’t be until Friday at the earliest.
Hydrogen fuel leaks marred NASA’s countdown test back in April, prompting a slew of repairs. The demo 

was repeated with more success in June, but that, too, experienced some leakage. Managers said they 
would not know for certain whether the fixes were good until attempting to load the rocket’s tanks with 
nearly 1 million gallons of super-cold fuel on Monday.

Launch director Charlie Blackwell-Thompson and her team also had to deal with a communication issue 
involving the Orion capsule.

Engineers scrambled to understand an 11-minute delay in the communication lines between Launch 
Control and Orion that cropped up late Sunday. Although the problem had cleared by Monday morning, 
NASA needed to know why it occurred before committing to launch.

This first flight of NASA’s 21st-century moon-exploration program, named Artemis after Apollo’s mytho-
logical twin sister, is years overdue. Repeated delays have led to billions in budget overruns; this demo 
alone costs $4.1 billion.

Assuming the test goes well, astronauts would climb aboard for the second flight and fly around the 
moon and back as soon as 2024. A two-person lunar landing could follow by the end of 2025. NASA is 
targeting the moon’s south pole.

During Apollo, 12 astronauts landed on the moon from 1969 through 1972, with stays of no more than 
a few days. NASA is looking to establish a lunar base during Artemis, with astronauts rotating in and out 
for weeks at a time. The next step would be Mars, possibly in the late 2030s or early 2040s.
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China’s drought-hit areas get rain, bringing flood risks

BEIJING (AP) — More than 100,000 people have been moved to safer areas by Monday as heavy rains 
brought flood risks to a region of southwest China that was devastated by a heatwave and drought for 
most of the summer.

Heavy rain was forecast for parts of Sichuan province and Chongqing city through at least Tuesday. 
Chongqing, a megacity built in a hilly area and that also oversees the surrounding mountains and coun-
tryside, issued a flash flood warning for both days.

The Sichuan emergency management administration said Monday that 119,000 people have been evacu-
ated. One village under the jurisdiction of Guangyuan city recorded 18.8 centimeters (7.4 inches) of rain, 
state broadcaster CCTV said. The city was one of two in Sichuan most affected by the drought.

A national level IV emergency response for floods, the lowest in a four-tier system, is in effect in Sichuan, 
Chongqing and neighboring Gansu and Shaanxi provinces to the north. The hard, sunbaked soil left by 
the heatwave increases the risk of natural disasters when it rains, the official Xinhua News Agency said.

The shift in the weather brought some relief from the heat, and full power was restored to factories in 
Sichuan after two weeks of restrictions stemming from reduced hydropower output.

The rain should help farmers whose rice, spicy Sichuan peppers and other crops were withering during 
an extended drought that reduced community reservoirs to mostly cracked earth.

Temperatures topped 40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) in what meteorologists called the strongest 
heat wave in China since record-keeping began in 1961.

Power in Sichuan for commercial and industrial use “has been fully restored,” CCTV said on its website. 
Household demand for air conditioning declined as temperatures moderated and the rainfall was starting 
to replenish hydroelectric reservoirs.

Hydropower generation in the province was up 9.5% from its low point, the state broadcaster reported. 
Daily power use by households declined by 28% from a peak of 473 million to 340 million kilowatt hours, 
the report said, citing Zhao Hong, marketing director for State Grid’s Sichuan subsidiary.

“The contradiction between power supply and demand in Sichuan will be basically resolved in the next 
three days,” Zhao was quoted as saying.

The falling hydropower production prompted Sichuan utilities to step up the use of coal-fired power 
plants, temporarily setting back efforts to reduce carbon and other emissions.

The share of power in Sichuan that comes from coal has jumped to 25% from 10% with 67 generating 
stations running at full capacity, according to Caixin, a Chinese business news magazine.

Sichuan usually is seen as a clean power success story in China, getting 80% of its electricity from 
hydropower.

China charges 28, probes corruption after attack on women
BEIJING (AP) — Chinese authorities said Monday that 28 people have been charged and 15 officials 

including police are being investigated for corruption two months after a brutal attack on several women 
in the northern city of Tangshan that sparked outrage and safety concerns.

The investigation has gone beyond the actual attack to encompass broader allegations of criminal activity 
and police corruption in the area.

In June, a group of men attacked four women in a barbecue restaurant, after one of the men had his 
advances rebuffed. In graphic video footage circulated online, the men threw a chair at the women, and 
later dragged one of them out before hitting and kicking her and the others who tried to help her, authori-
ties said.

The assault and the public outcry renewed a conversation about misogyny and mistreatment of women 
in China.

The attackers were suspected to be part of a gang, and local media reported at the time of the attack 
that the police response had been slow, prompting concerns that corruption was involved.

On Monday, authorities from the Hebei Provincial Commission for Discipline Inspection said they were 
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investigating 15 officials over corruption that involved “evil organizations,” including those associated with 
the attackers.

The 15, including the director of Tangshan’s public security bureau and officers from several police sta-
tions, are suspected of abuse of power, bribery and other job-related crimes. Eight of them have been 
detained during the investigation.

Separately, prosecutors said Monday that 28 people, including the men beating up the women in the 
video, had been charged recently. At least nine were arrested shortly after the attack. State broadcaster 
CCTV reported that the charges had been brought on Friday.

The 11 offenses against them include opening casinos, robbery, assisting in cybercrime activities, picking 
quarrels and provoking trouble.

Two of the women who were attacked were hospitalized for at least 11 days, while the others had minor 
injuries.

Prosecutors also dismissed rumors involving the case, including that the four women had been sexually 
assaulted, pushed off a building or run over by a car, stating that these rumors were proven false after 
investigation.

Palestinian toll mounts as Israel steps up West Bank raids
By JOSEPH KRAUSS and JALAL BWAITEL Associated Press
TUBAS, West Bank (AP) — At least 85 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank this year as Israeli 

forces have carried out nightly raids in cities, towns and villages, making it the deadliest in the occupied 
territory since 2016.

The military says the vast majority were militants or stone-throwers who endangered the soldiers. The 
tally, from the Palestinian Health Ministry, includes Palestinians who carried out deadly attacks inside Israel.

But it also includes several civilians, including a veteran journalist and a lawyer who apparently drove 
unwittingly into a battle zone, as well as local youths who took to the streets in response to the invasion 
of their neighborhoods.

The length and frequency of the raids has pulled into focus Israel’s tactics in the West Bank, where nearly 
3 million Palestinians live under a decades-long occupation and Palestinians view the military’s presence 
as a humiliation and a threat.

Israeli troops have regularly operated across the West Bank since Israel captured the territory in 1967.
Israel says it is dismantling militant networks that threaten its citizens, and that it makes every effort to 

avoid harming civilians. Palestinians say the raids are aimed at maintaining Israel’s 55-year military rule 
over territories they want for a future state — a dream that appears as remote as ever, with no serious 
peace negotiations held in over a decade..

Israel stepped up the operations this past spring after a string of deadly attacks by Palestinians against 
Israelis killed 17 people, some carried out by militants from the West Bank. There have been no deadly 
attacks since May, but the relentless military operations have continued.

The Palestinian Health Ministry has reported 85 Palestinians killed by Israeli security forces in the oc-
cupied West Bank and annexed east Jerusalem since the start of the year.

With four months to go this year, that already is the highest number since 2016, the tail-end of a previ-
ous wave of violence, when 91 Palestinians were killed, according to yearly data compiled by the Israeli 
human rights group B’Tselem.

The ministry’s tally includes attackers and known militants, but also the veteran Al Jazeera journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh, and a 58-year-old man who was shot in the head outside a bakery earlier this month. 
The Israeli military says both might have been hit by Palestinian gunfire but has not provided evidence to 
substantiate its claims.

The dead include 17 teens under the age of 18, as well as six women, according to the ministry. Israel 
says that teenagers and women are often involved in violence, while critics accuse the army of using ex-
cessive force in many cases.



Monday, Aug. 29, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 053 ~ 17 of 45

Groton Daily Independent
Israel is also holding more than 600 Palestinians without charge or trial in what’s known as administra-

tive detention — the highest in six years.
Amir Avivi, a retired Israeli general who now heads the Israel Defense and Security Forum, said the 

heightened pace of operations is the result of the recent wave of attacks and the Palestinian Authority’s 
refusal to crack down on militants in the areas it administers.

The Palestinian Authority is mired in a crisis of legitimacy largely stemming from its cooperation with 
Israel on security matters. Palestinian officials say they will not help police the occupation, especially if 
there is no hope that doing so will lead to independence.

Rights groups say that while some Israeli missions are aimed at combatting specific threats, others are 
intended as a show of force, or to protect the growing population of Jewish settlers.

Ori Givati is the head of Breaking the Silence, an Israeli group opposed to the occupation that gathers 
testimonies of former Israeli soldiers. Some soldiers recall carrying out mock arrests, in which fully armed 
soldiers raid a home in the middle of the night — for training purposes.

Even more common, Givati says, are so-called “stimulus and response” operations, which he said he took 
part in himself when he served in the West Bank. In those, Israeli troops roll through Palestinian areas, 
sometimes with lights and speakers on, hoping to lure stone-throwers or gunmen into the streets so they 
can arrest or confront them.

“The way we occupy the Palestinians is by creating more and more friction, making our presence felt,” 
Givati said. “We invade their towns, their cities, their homes.”

In a statement, the army denied the allegations, saying it acts “solely against threats and terrorist op-
eratives who pose a security threat” in Israel and the West Bank.

Israel says it investigates all cases in which Israeli troops are suspected of killing civilians, but rights 
groups say most of those investigations are quietly closed with soldiers rarely facing serious repercussions.

There were two notable exceptions this year.
The killing of Abu Akleh, a veteran on-air correspondent, prompted numerous independent investigations 

that concluded she was likely killed by Israeli fire. Israel denies targeting her and says it is still investigating.
There was also the death in January of Omar Assad, a 78-year-old who died shortly after Israeli soldiers 

bound and blindfolded him and left him in the cold. In that case, senior officers were reprimanded and 
stripped of leadership roles.

Both were American citizens, and the U.S. raised both cases with Israel. Last week, Israel discharged 
four soldiers after they were caught on camera beating and kicking two detained Palestinians.

There was no such uproar over Salah Sawafta, who was shot outside the bakery as he returned from 
dawn prayers in the West Bank town of Tubas earlier this month. Israeli troops, who had gone to arrest 
suspected militants, were engaged in a firefight with Palestinian gunmen.

His family believes he was killed by an Israeli sniper in a building across the street. Zakreya Abu Dollah, 
the bakery owner who witnessed the shooting, said he saw Israeli soldiers fanned out on the street but 
no Palestinian gunmen or stone-throwers in the immediate area.

The military says it is investigating and that Sawafta might have been hit by a stray bullet fired by Pal-
estinian militants.

Jehad Sawafta said his late brother, who made a living trading animal feed, had no connection to any 
political faction or militant group.

Salah had a son and four daughters, one of whom was engaged to be married this past Friday. The 
father of the bride was killed a week before the wedding.

“His second daughter was supposed to be married on Aug. 26, but then everything got turned upside 
down,” Jehad said. “Those girls adored their father because he provided a good and dignified life for them.”
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Diana’s last moments: French medic recalls ‘tragic night’

By JADE LE DELEY Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — The woman was crumpled on the floor of a mangled Mercedes, unconscious and struggling 

to breathe. The French doctor had no idea who she was, and focused on trying to save her.
Twenty-five years later, Frederic Mailliez is still marked by what happened in the Alma Tunnel in Paris on 

Aug. 31, 1997 — and the realization that he was one of the last people to see Princess Diana alive.
“I realize my name will always be attached to this tragic night,” Mailliez, who was on his way home from 

a party when he came across the car crash, told The Associated Press. “I feel a little bit responsible for 
her last moments.”

As Britain and Diana’s admirers worldwide mark a quarter-century since her death, Mailliez recounted 
the aftermath of the crash.

That night, Mailliez was driving into the tunnel when he spotted a smoking Mercedes nearly split in two.
“I walked toward the wreckage. I opened the door, and I looked inside,” he said.
What he saw: “Four people, two of them were apparently dead, no reaction, no breathing, and the two 

others, on the right side, were living but in severe condition. The front passenger was screaming, he was 
breathing. He could wait a few minutes. And the female passenger, the young lady, was on her knees 
on the floor of the Mercedes, she had her head down. She had difficulty to breathe. She needed quick 
assistance.”

He ran to his car to call emergency services and grab a respiratory bag.
“She was unconscious,” he said. “Thanks to my respiratory bag (...) she regained a little bit more energy, 

but she couldn’t say anything.”
The doctor would later find out the news — along with the rest of the world — that the woman he treated 

was Diana, Britain’s national treasure adored by millions.
“I know it’s surprising, but I didn’t recognize Princess Diana,” he said. “I was in the car on the rear seat 

giving assistance. I realized she was very beautiful, but my attention was so focused on what I had to do 
to save her life, I didn’t have time to think, who was this woman.”

“Someone behind me told me the victims spoke English, so I began to speak English, saying I was a 
doctor and I called the ambulance,” he said. “I tried to comfort her.”

As he worked, he noticed the flash of camera bulbs, of paparazzi gathered to document the scene. A 
British inquest found Diana’s chauffeur, Henri Paul, was drunk and driving at a high speed to elude pursu-
ing photographers.

Mailliez said he had “no reproach” toward the photographers’ actions after the crash. “They didn’t ham-
per me having access to the victims. ... I didn’t ask them for help, but they didn’t interfere with my job.”

Firefighters quickly came, and Diana was taken to a Paris hospital, where she died a few hours later. Her 
companion Dodi Fayed and the driver also died.

“It was a massive shock to learn that she was Princess Diana, and that she died,” Mailliez said. Then 
self-doubt set in. “Did I do everything I could to save her? Did I do correctly my job?” he asked himself. 
“I checked with my medical professors and I checked with police investigators,” he said, and they agreed 
he did all he could.

The anniversary is stirring up those memories again, but they also come back “each time I drive through 
the Alma Tunnel,” he said.

As Mailliez spoke, standing atop the tunnel, cars rushed in and out past the pillar where she crashed, 
now bearing a stencil drawing of Diana’s face.

The Flame of Liberty monument nearby has become a memorial site attracting Diana fans of all gen-
erations and nationalities. She has become a timeless figure of emancipation and a fashion icon even for 
those born after her death.

Irinia Ouahvi, a 16-year-old Parisian visiting the flame, said she knows Diana through TikTok videos and 
through her mother.

“Even with her style she was a feminist. She challenged royal etiquette, wearing cyclist shorts and casual 
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pants,” Ouahvi said.

Francine Rose, a Dutch 16-year-old who stopped by Diana’s memorial while on a biking trip in Paris, 
discovered her story thanks to “The Princess,” a recent film starring Kristen Stewart.

“She is an inspiration because she was evolving in the strict household, the royal family, and just wanted 
to be free,” Rose said.

Hawaii wins Little League title, beating Curacao 13-3
By JAKE STARR Associated Press
SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. (AP) — For a week and a half at the Little League World Series, no team 

came close to Hawaii. The championship Sunday was no different.
Hawaii got back-to-back homers from Kekoa Payanal and Kama Angell in the first inning, sparking a 13-3 

win in just four innings over Curacao.
The LLWS title is Hawaii’s fourth. It won in 2018 and this same Honolulu team finished third last year, 

when COVID-19 travel restrictions prevented international teams from participating.
How good was Hawaii? In six games, all victories, the closest margin was four runs. Hawaii outscored 

opponents 60-5.
“We’re fortunate that everything clicked at the right moment,” Hawaii Manager Gerald Oda said. “I’m 

very grateful that these kids played loose and relaxed.”
Part of that run was without Oda, who missed several games with COVID-19. Oda also managed Hawaii’s 

2018 team.
“After 2018, I thought the next time I came to Williamsport was going to be as a spectator,” he said. “I 

never thought in my wildest dreams I’d be back in 2022 coaching a team.”
Hawaii starter Jaron Lancaster was dominant once again Sunday as he threw all four innings, while only 

allowing three runs, three hits and striking out 10 Curacao hitters.
“I knew Curacao was going to be a great team,” Jaron said. “My mindset was to go out there, do my 

best and do my thing. I know my offense and defense got my back.”
Jaron’s father, James Lancaster, said all the work that went into the title run was worth it.
“It’s been a rough ride,” said Lancaster, whose family lives about 4,800 miles from central Pennsylvania. 

“We haven’t been home in over a month.”
Curacao took the first lead of any team over Hawaii in the tournament when Davey Jay-Rijke led off the 

game with what looked like a bloop single, but he bolted on to second when neither middle infielder were 
covering that bag. Davey-Jay eventually came around to score on a wild pitch.

“Sooner or later, someone’s going to score,” Oda said. “We told our kids to keep fighting and battling. 
It’s going to be a great day.”

Hawaii only trailed for a few minutes. A home run from lead-off hitter Kekoa to left field, and a shot by 
Kama that barely cleared the wall in center, reignited the Hawaii side and put the team from the West 
region up 2-1. It also chased Curacao starter Shemar Jacobus.

“Any time when someone can score a run that’s huge,” Oda said. “When someone hits a home run, the 
whole team gets excited and lifts everyone’s spirits.”

The game ended in the fourth inning when Kama hit a single down the left-field line that scored Esaiah 
Wong to clinch the victory and another championship for Hawaii.

Under Little League rules, a team wins if it is leading by 10 runs or more after four innings.
“I saw the ball go down and I saw coach sending in Ruston (Hiyoto),” Kama said. “I was very emotional. 

It was the best time I had in my life.”
Curacao sits at one title, which came back in 2004. But the team from a small Caribbean island with a 

population about the size of Springfield, Massachusetts, made it to the final in 2019 as well as this year.
“I’m so proud of these guys,” said Curacao Manager Zaino Everett, whose team won five elimination 

games to get to the title game. “We are a champion and the second team in the whole world. Nobody 
expected us to be here.”
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After the trophy presentation and news conference were over, and most fans were gone, the Hawaii 

players celebrated their title in just the way a bunch of 10-to-12-year-old boys would. They went sliding 
on cardboard sheets down the big hill behind Lamade Stadium.

Detroit police: Suspect arrested in fatal ‘random’ shootings
DETROIT (AP) — A person waiting for the bus and another walking their dog were among four people 

shot, three fatally, by a man who appeared to fire randomly over about 2 1/2 hours in Detroit, police said.
Police arrested a suspect Sunday night after an hourslong manhunt involving multiple federal agencies. 

Police Chief James White said tips led officers to the suspect, but he did not immediately release more 
information about the suspect or arrest.

White earlier said investigators traced all four early Sunday shootings to one firearm but believed them 
to be random because there was no apparent connection among the victims.

He said police discovered a woman in her 40s who had been shot multiple times around 4:45 a.m. Sun-
day. While officers were investigating that fatal shooting, a witness reported a 28-year-old man had been 
shot multiple times nearby, White said.

A third victim, a woman in her 40s, was found in the area around 6:50 a.m. She died after being shot 
multiple times, police said.

Around 7:10 a.m., an elderly man reported he saw a man peering into vehicles. When the elderly man 
told the person to get away from the cars, the gunman fired at the elderly man, who was shot once and 
survived, police said.

White and Mayor Mike Duggan had urged residents Sunday to be alert and call police with any information.
“The suspect already shot four people. Please call immediately. ... Someone out there knows who this 

is,” Duggan said.
Duggan later credited “critical information from the community” and multiple law enforcement agencies 

with helping Detroit police take the suspect into custody.
“As we mourn our three neighbors who were killed, we should take the time to appreciate all the men 

and women in law enforcement whose work today made sure no other families will suffer at the hands of 
this shooter,” Duggan tweeted.

Taylor Swift wins top prize, announces new album at MTV VMAs
By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. AP Entertainment Writer
Taylor Swift took home the top prize at the 2022 MTV Video Music Awards on Sunday before she closed 

out the show with a surprisingly big announcement: Her new album.
“I thought it would be a fun moment to tell you that my new album comes out Oct. 21,” said Swift after 

she won video of the year for her project “All Too Well: The Short Film” (10 minute version), which claimed 
best long form video and direction. “I will tell you more at midnight.”

Swift said on social media that her upcoming 10th studio album would be called “Midnights,” which she 
says will involve “stories of 13 sleepless nights scattered throughout my life.” Her upcoming album comes 
after she released “Folklore” and “Evermore.” Both projects came out five months apart two years ago. 
“Folklore” won album of the year at the 2021 Grammy Awards.

The pop star’s reveal came at the end of her acceptance speech where she praised the other women 
in the category - which included Doja Cat and Olivia Rodrigo.

“I know with every second of this moment that we wouldn’t be able to make this short film if it weren’t 
for you - the fans,” she said. “I wouldn’t be able to re-record my albums if it wasn’t for you. You embold-
ened me to do that.”

Swift spoke earlier about creating her first short film, giving thanks to several including actors Sadie Sink 
and Dylan O’Brien who starred in the project.

“We put our entire hearts into this,” Swift said.
Rapper Jack Harlow made his mark throughout the entire show. He kicked off the show with a perfor-
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mance inside a mock airplane walking down aisle while performing his hit song “First Class,” which was 
sampled by Fergie’s “Glamorous.” The rapper joined Fergie onstage - who wore a sparkling silver dress 
with the red words “First Class” - while she sang her 2006 jam.

“Thank you to Fergie for coming out with me tonight and clearing this song,” said Harlow after “First 
Class” won the award for song of the summer later in the show. “The beauty of this song is that people 
don’t realize it’s so hip-hop because of the sampling. To bring Fergie into the mix in this way means the 
world to me. It’s truly full circle. ‘Glamorous’ was one of the most important songs of my childhood.”

During the show, Depp made a surprise appearance as the Moon Man nearly three months after the 
verdict in his defamation trial with his former wife Amber Heard. The 59-year-old actor appeared to float 
from the ceiling while wearing the iconic astronaut outfit with his face digitally inserted into custom’s helmet.

“And you know what? I needed the work,” Depp told the audience at the Prudential Center in Newark, 
New Jersey.

Lizzo had Taylor Swift dancing out of her seat while she performed her new single “2 Be Loved (Am I 
Ready).” Lizzo won an award for video for good for “About Damn Time.”

Harlow’s name was called to come right back onstage to collect the show’s first award for his guest ap-
pearance on Lil Nas X’s song “Industry Baby,” which won for best collaboration, art direction and visual 
effects. Harlow, Lil Nas X and Kendrick Lamar each entered the awards tied for leading nominees with 
seven apiece.

“This one is for the champions,” said Lil Nas X before Harlow thanked him for the collaboration on the 
chart-topping single.

Harlow, in addition to performing and winning awards, joined LL Cool J and Nicki Minaj as the show’s 
hosts.

Minaj performed a medley of her career’s biggest hits from “Roman’s Revenge,” “Chun-Li,” “Moment 
4 Life,” “Beez in the Trap,” “Anaconda” and “Super Bass.” After her set, the rapper accepted the show’s 
Video Vanguard award, which MTV has said she’s receiving for her artistry, barrier-breaking hip-hop and 
status as a global superstar. The honor is named after Michael Jackson.

During her acceptance speech, Minaj paid tribute to other music icons such as Jackson, Whitney Houston 
and Lil Wayne. She spoke about the importance of mental health.

“I wish people took mental health seriously, even when you think they have the perfect lives,” said Minaj, 
who later won best hip-hop for her song “Do We Have a Problem?” featuring Lil Baby.

Harry Styles won album of the year for “Harry’s House.” He was unable to attend the awards due to his 
show at Madison Square Garden in New York.

Bad Bunny performed his hit “Titi Me Pregunto” from Yankee Stadium after he won artist of the year.
“I have been saying it and I always believed from the beginning that I could become great,” he said. “That 

I could become one of the biggest stars in the world without having to change my culture, my language, 
my jargon. I am Benito Antonio Martínez from Puerto Rico to the whole world, thank you!”

Eminem and Snoop Dogg brought the metaverse to the VMAs as the duo performed “From the D 2 The 
LBC,” which was featured on Eminem’s greatest hits album “Curtain Call 2.”

The Red Hot Chili Peppers took the stage as the recipients of the Global Icon award after being introduced 
by Cheech & Chong as their “favorite band of all time.” The band - which consists of Anthony Kiedis, Flea, 
Chad Smith and John Frusciante - performed several songs including their classic “Can’t Stop” from the 
the group’s 2002 album “By the Way” and their recent hit “Black Summer,” which won best rock.

Flea made a speech about his love for human beings along with cockroaches, trees and dirt. Smith, the 
band’s drummer, dedicated the award to Taylor Hawkins, the late Foo Fighters drummer who died early 
this year.

“I dedicate this to Taylor and his family,” he said. “I love them and I miss him every day.”
Madonna, who is the most awarded artist in MTV history with 20 wins, became the only artist to receive 

a nomination in each of the VMAs five decades. She earned her 69th nomination for her 14th studio album 
“Madame X.”
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Liz Cheney in 2024? Deep skepticism emerges in key states

By STEVE PEOPLES, HOLLY RAMER and THOMAS BEAUMONT Associated Press
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — As the sun set in Wyoming, U.S. Rep. Liz Cheney described her blowout loss as 

the beginning of a more consequential step in her political career. She summoned Abraham Lincoln, who 
lost elections for the House and Senate and still went on to become one of the nation’s most accomplished 
presidents.

But in the days since, would-be supporters in key states have openly expressed skepticism about a 
Cheney presidential run, even one solely designed to block Donald Trump’s return to the White House.

In fact, Republican voters and local officials in three of the states that matter most in presidential politics 
— Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina — believe the soon-to-be-unemployed congresswoman has 
little path to relevancy in a 2024 presidential primary, never mind a path to victory. Some sympathizers 
fear she would actually help Trump if she runs.

Such is the colossal political challenge ahead for Cheney, a Republican seeking to transform a 37-per-
centage-point home-state loss into a national campaign to destroy Trump’s White House ambitions. There 
is no precedent for what she hopes to accomplish.

“The Republican Party is a lot more diverse than it’s given credit for, and there will be some number of 
people who find her, and her message, appealing, but that is far from saying that there would be a warm 
reception, or a large reception,” said Micah Caskey, a Republican state representative in South Carolina. 
“I don’t see a Liz Cheney candidacy as being viable.”

In the hours after she conceded her Wyoming congressional primary to a little-known Trump acolyte, 
Cheney’s team transferred leftover campaign funds into a new entity she named “The Great Task,” bor-
rowing a phrase from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. She vowed to devote the weeks before the November 
midterms to defeating Trump loyalists who continue to promote the lie that the 2020 election was stolen.

“I will be doing whatever it takes to keep Donald Trump out of the Oval Office,” Cheney told NBC’s “To-
day” show. She acknowledged she is thinking about a 2024 presidential run. “I’ll make a decision in the 
coming months.”

Cheney, the 56-year-old daughter of former Vice President Dick Cheney, has not ruled out running in 2024 
as a Republican or an independent. But those close to her now believe an independent run would likely 
attract more support from Democrats than Republicans, which would undermine her goals. Therefore, if 
she runs, it would almost certainly be as a Republican.

Her team believes that Cheney would enter the 2024 Republican contest as the undisputed leader of the 
anti-Trump lane, which could include the likes of Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan, Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., 
and former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie. The Cheney name is universally known, they note, and she 
enjoys a national fundraising base that brought in more than $15 million for her failed reelection bid. She 
would also have the support of her father and maintains close ties to former President George W. Bush, 
who hosted a fundraiser for Cheney last fall.

She will continue to play a leading role in the House investigation into the Jan. 6 insurrection, which is 
set to host another round of hearings in September.

Despite those factors, there has been little sign of enthusiasm for Cheney in the states most likely to 
decide the next GOP presidential nomination.

Voters were openly celebrating her loss at the Iowa State Fair, a must-stop for presidents and presi-
dential contenders ever since the state began hosting the nation’s opening presidential primary contest 
a half-century ago.

“It’s celebration day at the Iowa Republican Party. Liz Cheney is outta here!” crowed Debra Wyna, a 
Des Moines-area GOP volunteer and 57-year-old retired salon owner. “Liz Cheney is a swamp monster.”

Other voters who stopped by the GOP booth were less pointed than Wyna but no less dismissive of 
Cheney’s political ambitions.

“I’m never going to vote for her because I believe she betrayed the Republican Party by voting to impeach 
President Trump,” said Janet Diers, a 67-year-old retired special education teacher from rural western Iowa.

Gentry Collins, a veteran Iowa and national Republican operative who opposes Trump, said he has “great 
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respect” for Cheney, but he doesn’t see how she wages a viable campaign for president.

“Where do the votes come from? Maybe she aggregates the anti-Trump vote, but that’s not enough,” said 
Collins, a former political director for the Republican National Committee. “She’s my kind of Republican, 
but I don’t see an opening.”

It was much the same across New Hampshire, which traditionally hosts the nation’s second Republican 
primary contest.

While the state prides itself on ushering in presidential candidates every four years, Republican Gov. Chris 
Sununu, who has mocked Trump, declined an opportunity to welcome a prospective Cheney campaign 
when given the opportunity.

“The governor has given no thought or consideration as to who may or may not run for president in 
2024,” Sununu spokesperson Ben Vihstadt said. “He is solely focused on the midterms in less than 100 
days, and firmly believes every second spent speculating about 2024 is a waste of time.”

Early presidential primary jockeying has been underway for several months. And the first Republican 
presidential announcement could come any time. Trump is weighing whether to declare his presidential 
intentions before or after the midterms.

Republican presidential prospects have been flocking to Iowa and New Hampshire for months already. 
The visitors include former Vice President Mike Pence, former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Sen. Tom 
Cotton and former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is another frequent name 
discussed by local Republican primary voters, though he has yet to make an appearance.

Cheney herself delivered a speech in New Hampshire late last year, declaring that Trump was at war 
with the rule of law.

Caskey, the South Carolina state representative, believes Trump may be vulnerable in a small Republi-
can field, but a large Republican field would divide the anti-Trump vote and help Trump claim his party’s 
nomination again.

“I think Donald Trump is the odds-on favorite to win if he runs, but I don’t think he has an assured path to 
victory,” Caskey said. “I think the more candidates that get involved, the more likely it is that he succeeds.”

Matthew Bartlett, a veteran New Hampshire Republican operative who worked in Trump’s State Depart-
ment but quit after the Jan. 6 insurrection, said there’s plenty of buzz across the state about presidential 
candidates — save one.

“Not one person is talking about Liz Cheney,” Bartlett said. “I don’t think she knows what she’s doing.”
Nationally, around 7 in 10 Republicans continue to support Trump. That number may have jumped in 

the days after the FBI executed a search warrant at his Florida estate, though critics note that Trump’s 
multiple legal entanglements could ultimately damage his standing. Cheney, meanwhile, is lumped near 
the bottom with Pompeo and Haley, among others, in early public polling.

Voters tend to agree with the political professionals.
Claire Potter wore a Cheney T-shirt on a recent trip to Conway, New Hampshire, to “express my admira-

tion as a Democrat” for the position she has taken against Trump. Potter, a history professor at The New 
School in New York, also donated $25 to the Cheney campaign.

Just don’t expect her to vote for Cheney in 2024.
“I don’t hope that she runs for president,” Potter said. “I think that could be really dicey in terms of 

keeping Trump out of the White House. But I trust her political instincts around what she does next.”

Detroit police arrest suspected gunman in ‘random’ shootings
DETROIT (AP) — Four people were shot, three fatally, by a man who appeared to be firing at people 

randomly over a roughly 2 1/2-hour period Sunday morning in Detroit, police said.
Police arrested the unidentified suspect Sunday evening after and hourslong manhunt with help from 

the FBI, Department of Homeland Security and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
Detroit Police Chief James White said tips led officers to the suspect, but did not release further infor-

mation.
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“Thank you to the hard working men and women of the DPD that put themselves in harm’s way each 

day. Also, a big thank you to our law enforcement partners,” the department said on its Facebook page 
Sunday night.

White said police traced all four shootings to one firearm and believe there is one shooter. He said in-
vestigators don’t believe there was any connection between the victims, noting one person was walking 
a dog and another waiting for a bus when they were shot.

He said police discovered a woman in her 40s who had been shot multiple times around 4:45 a.m. on 
Sunday. While officers were investigating that fatal shooting, a witness reported a 28-year-old man had 
been shot multiple times nearby, White said.

A third victim, a woman in her 40s, was found in the area around 6:50 a.m. She died after being shot 
multiple times, police said.

Around 7:10 a.m., an elderly man reported he saw a man peering into vehicles. When the elderly man 
told the person to get away from the cars, the gunman fired at the elderly man, who was shot once and 
survived, police said.

Illness interrupts O’Rourke campaign for Texas governor
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Texas Democratic gubernatorial nominee Beto O’Rourke said Sunday that he 

had cleared his campaign schedule after receiving treatment at a San Antonio hospital for an unspecified 
bacterial infection.

In a statement tweeted Sunday by his campaign, O’Rourke said he sought treatment at Methodist Hos-
pital in San Antonio after feeling ill Friday.

Intravenous antibiotic infusions improved his symptoms, O’Rourke said.
“While my symptoms have improved, I will be resting at home in El Paso in accordance with the doctors’ 

recommendations,” he said. “I am sorry to have had to postpone events because of this, but (I) promise 
to be back on the road as soon as I am able.”

O’Rourke continues to trail Republican Gov. Greg Abbott in opinion polls before the Nov. 8 general elec-
tions.

Pakistan flooding deaths pass 1,000 in ‘climate catastrophe’
By ZARAR KHAN Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Deaths from widespread flooding in Pakistan topped 1,000 since mid-June, officials 

said Sunday, as the country’s climate minister called the deadly monsoon season “a serious climate ca-
tastrophe.”

Flash flooding from the heavy rains has washed away villages and crops as soldiers and rescue workers 
evacuated stranded residents to the safety of relief camps and provided food to thousands of displaced 
Pakistanis.

Pakistan’s National Disaster Management Authority reported the death toll since the monsoon season 
began earlier than normal this year — in mid- June — reached 1,061 people after new fatalities were 
reported across different provinces.

Sherry Rehman, a Pakistani senator and the country’s top climate official, said in a video posted on 
Twitter that Pakistan is experiencing a “serious climate catastrophe, one of the hardest in the decade.”

“We are at the moment at the ground zero of the front line of extreme weather events, in an unrelent-
ing cascade of heatwaves, forest fires, flash floods, multiple glacial lake outbursts, flood events and now 
the monster monsoon of the decade is wreaking non-stop havoc throughout the country,” she said. The 
on-camera statement was retweeted by the country’s ambassador to the European Union.

Flooding from the Swat River overnight affected northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, where 
tens of thousands of people — especially in the Charsadda and Nowshehra districts — have been evacu-
ated from their homes to relief camps set up in government buildings. Many have also taken shelter on 
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roadsides, said Kamran Bangash, a spokesperson for the provincial government.

Bangash said some 180,000 people have been evacuated from Charsadda and 150,000 from Nowshehra 
district villages.

Khaista Rehman, 55, no relation to the climate minister, took shelter with his wife and three children 
on the side of the Islamabad-Peshawar highway after his home in Charsadda was submerged overnight.

“Thank God we are safe now on this road quite high from the flooded area,” he said. “Our crops are gone 
and our home is destroyed but I am grateful to Allah that we are alive and I will restart life with my sons.”

The unprecedented monsoon season has affected all four of the country’s provinces. Nearly 300,000 
homes have been destroyed, numerous roads rendered impassable and electricity outages have been 
widespread, affecting millions of people.

Pope Francis on Sunday said he wanted to assure his “closeness to the populations of Pakistan struck 
by flooding of disastrous proportions.’’ Speaking during a pilgrimage to the Italian town of L’Aquila, which 
was hit by a deadly earthquake in 2009, Francis said he was praying “for the many victims, for the injured 
and the evacuated, and so that international solidarity will be prompt and generous.”

Rehman told Turkish news outlet TRT World that by the time the rains recede, “we could well have one 
fourth or one third of Pakistan under water.”

“This is something that is a global crisis and of course we will need better planning and sustainable 
development on the ground. ... We’ll need to have climate resilient crops as well as structures,” she said.

In May, Rehman told BBC Newshour that both the country’s north and south were witnessing extreme 
weather events because of rising temperatures. “So in north actually just now we are ... experiencing what 
is known as glacial lake outburst floods which we have many of because Pakistan is home to the highest 
number of glaciers outside the polar region.”

The government has deployed soldiers to help civilian authorities in rescue and relief operations across 
the country. The Pakistani army also said in a statement it airlifted a 22 tourists trapped in a valley in the 
country’s north to safety.

Prime Minister Shabaz Sharif visited flooding victims in city of Jafferabad in Baluchistan. He vowed the 
government would provide housing to all those who lost their homes.

Russia, Ukraine trade claims of nuclear plant attacks
By YESICA FISCH Associated Press
SLOVIANSK, Ukraine (AP) — Russia and Ukraine traded claims of rocket and artillery strikes at or near 

Europe’s largest nuclear power plant on Sunday, intensifying fears that the fighting could cause a massive 
radiation leak.

Ukraine’s atomic energy agency painted an ominous picture of the threat Sunday by issuing a map fore-
casting where radiation could spread from the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant, which Russian forces 
have controlled since soon after the war began.

Attacks were reported over the weekend not only in Russian-controlled territory adjacent to the plant 
along the left bank of the Dnieper River, but along the Ukraine-controlled right bank, including the cities 
of Nikopol and Marhanets, each about 10 kilometers (six miles) from the facility.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said Sunday that Ukrainian forces had attacked 
the plant twice over the past day, and that shells fell near buildings storing reactor fuel and radioactive 
waste.

“One projectile fell in the area of the sixth power unit, and the other five in front of the sixth unit pump-
ing station, which provides cooling for this reactor,” Konashenkov said, adding that radiation levels were 
normal.

The U.N.’s International Atomic Energy Agency also reported Sunday that radiation levels were normal, 
that two of the Zaporizhzhia plant’s six reactors were operating and that while no complete assessment 
had yet been made, recent fighting had damaged a water pipeline, since repaired.

In another apparent attack Sunday, Russian forces shot down an armed Ukrainian drone targeting one 
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of the Zaporizhzhia plant’s spent fuel storage sites, a local official said. Vladimir Rogov, a Russian-installed 
regional official, said on the Telegram messaging app that the drone crashed onto a building’s roof, not 
causing any significant damage or injuring anyone.

Nearby, heavy firing during the night left parts of Nikopol without electricity, said Valentyn Reznichenko, 
the Dnipropetrovsk region’s governor. Rocket strikes damaged a dozen residences in Marhanets, accord-
ing to Yevhen Yevtushenko, the administration head for the district that includes the city of about 45,000.

The city of Zaporizhzhia, about 40 kilometers (25 miles) up the Dnieper River from the nuclear plant, also 
came under Russian fire, damaging dozens of apartment buildings and homes and wounding two people, 
city council member Anatoliy Kurtev said. Russian forces struck a Zaporizhzhia repair shop for Ukrainian 
air force helicopters, Konashenkov said.

Neither side’s claims could be independently verified.
Downriver from the nuclear plant, Ukrainian rockets hit the Kakhovka hydroelectric plant and adjacent 

city three times on Sunday, said Vladimir Leontyev, the head of the Russia-installed local administration.
The plant’s dam is a major roadway across the river and a potentially key Russian supply route. The dam 

forms a reservoir that provides water for the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant.
The radiation map Ukraine’s nuclear agency Energoatom issued showed that based on wind forecasts 

for Monday, a nuclear cloud could spread across southern Ukraine and southwestern Russia. Release of 
the map may have been meant to warn that if Russian forces were responsible for a radiation leak, their 
own country would suffer. In the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant accident, the world’s worst atomic 
energy catastrophe, radiation spread from Ukraine to several neighboring countries.

Authorities last week began distributing iodine tablets to residents who live near the Zaporizhzhia plant 
in case of radiation exposure. Much of the concern centers on the cooling systems for the plant’s nuclear 
reactors. The systems require electricity, and the plant was temporarily knocked offline Thursday because 
of what officials said was fire damage to a transmission line. A cooling system failure could cause a nuclear 
meltdown.

Periodic shelling has damaged the power station’s infrastructure, Energoatom, said Saturday.
“There are risks of hydrogen leakage and sputtering of radioactive substances, and the fire hazard is 

high,” it said.
The IAEA has tried to work out an agreement with Ukrainian and Russian authorities to send a team to 

inspect and secure the plant, but it remained unclear when the visit might take place.
In eastern Ukraine, where Russian and separatist forces are trying to take control, shelling hit the large 

and strategically significant cities of Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, with no casualties reported, said Pavlo 
Kyrylenko, the Donetsk region’s governor. Konashenkov said Russian missile strikes killed 250 Ukrainian 
soldiers and reservists in and near Sloviansk. Ukrainian officials didn’t comment on the claim, in keeping 
with their policy of not discussing losses.

Sloviansk resident Kostiantyn Daineko told The Associated Press that he was falling asleep when an 
explosion blew out his apartment windows.

“I opened my eyes and saw how the window frame was flying over me, the frame and pieces of broken 
glass,” he said.

Russian and separatist forces hold much of the Donetsk region, one of two Russia has recognized as 
sovereign states.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy vowed again Sunday to re-take the separatist areas.
“The invaders brought degradation and death and they believe that they are there forever,” Zelenskyy 

said Sunday in his nightly video address. “But it’s a temporary thing for them. Ukraine will return. For 
sure. Life will return.”
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Police: Houston tenant kills 3 others, set fire to lure them

HOUSTON (AP) — A man evicted from a Houston apartment building shot five other tenants — killing 
three of them — Sunday morning after setting fire to the house to lure them out, police said. Officers 
fatally shot the gunman.

The incident happened at about 1 a.m. Sunday in a mixed industrial-residential neighborhood in south-
west Houston. Police and fire crews responded to the apartment house after reports of the fire, police 
Chief Troy Finner said.

The gunman opened fire, possibly with a shotgun, on the other tenants as they emerged from the 
house, Finner said. Two were dead at the scene, and one died at a hospital. Fire teams rescued two other 
wounded men, who were hospitalized with non-life-threatening wounds, he said.

The man then opened fire as the firefighters battled the fire, forcing them to take cover until police of-
ficers spotted the prone gunman and shot him dead, Finner said.

No identities have been released, and Finner said no firefighters or officers were wounded.
“I’ve seen things I have not seen before in 32 years, and it has happened time and time again,” Finner 

said. “We just ask that the community come together.”
A neighbor, Robin Ahrens, told the Houston Chronicle that he heard what he initially thought were fire-

works as he prepared for work.
“I’m just fortunate that I didn’t go outside because he probably would have shot me too,” he told the 

newspaper.
He said the shooter, who had colon cancer, was behind on his rent, jobless and was recently notified 

that he was being evicted.
“Something must have just hit him in the last couple of days really hard to where he just didn’t care,” 

he said.

Low fuel inventories cause special concern in US Northeast
By DAVID SHARP Associated Press
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — Diesel and heating oil supplies in the Northeast are more than 50% below the 

recent average, raising concerns that an extreme weather event could cause supply disruptions, federal 
officials said.

Fuel supplies are lower than normal across the country for a variety of reasons, including the war in 
Ukraine. But it’s the worst in the Northeast.

Diesel fuel and heating oil, which comprise the distillate category, are 63% below the five-year average 
in New England and 58% below the same average from Maryland to New York, according to a survey by 
the Department of Energy. Gasoline inventories are not as bad, but are still at their lowest levels in nearly 
a decade along the entire East Coast, the agency said.

The Northeast is heavily dependent on heating oil to keep homes warm in the winter, while other regions 
rely more on natural gas and electricity. Also, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has 
projected an active hurricane season, and a powerful weather event could cause disruptions, since most fuel 
consumed from the Middle Atlantic states to Maine comes from Gulf Coast refineries, energy officials say.

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm is convening a meeting of New England governors and their energy 
directors after Labor Day to discuss the situation. In the meantime, she has urged governors in a letter 
to take whatever steps they can to shore up fuel supplies in coming weeks to prevent any problems.

The Energy Department also sent letters to seven major oil companies, asking them to hold onto their 
stocks to help offset low stocks.

The federal agency has been monitoring the problem and is attempting to be proactive with outreach. 
But there’s little incentive for buyers to stock up on high-priced fuel for storage because it is anticipated 
that prices will drop, said Michael Ferrante, of the Massachusetts Energy Marketers Association.

The fuel inventory concerns come against a backdrop of Russian’s invasion of Ukraine further shaking 
up an energy supply chain that was seeking to catch up with growing demand. The war is causing worries 
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about the adequacy of energy supplies around the world.

In New England, the immediate concern in the late summer is diesel fuel, but the winter heating season 
looms not far behind.

Heating oil disruptions would hit the region hard because the percentage of homes that rely on it range 
from 24% in Massachusetts to more than 60% in Maine, the most heavily dependent states.

Maine Gov. Janet Mills, a Democrat, has urged the Energy Department to expedite its meeting with 
governors to talk about maintaining a stable heating oil supply.

Maine is “distinctly vulnerable to the increased prices and volatility the global fossil fuel market is now 
experiencing due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine,” said Anthony Ronzio, a spokesperson for the Mills 
administration.

Despite the concern, wholesale suppliers and retailers are working well together, and Ferrante said he 
anticipates inventories will increase in September and October, easing the immediate concerns.

He said he is optimistic that there will be an ample supply of heating oil.
“Suppliers and retail delivery companies are concerned about prices and inventory, but there’s not any 

alarm bell being rung at this time,” he said. “I don’t see a crisis at this point.”
The Energy Department created a heating oil reserve that holds 1 million barrels in terminals in the 

Northeast. Those could be tapped in an emergency.

Hundreds of migrants reach Italian shores over weekend
ROME (AP) — Italian authorities scrambled on Sunday to relieve overcrowding in shelters after scores of 

boats carrying a total of about 1,000 migrants reached Italy’s southern shores and two of its tiny islands 
over the weekend.

Nearly 50 boats arrived between Friday night and Saturday on Lampedusa island off Sicily, according to 
state radio and other Italian media. Other boats carrying migrants reached Pantelleria, another tiny island 
favored by vacationers.

Hundreds of migrants stepped ashore from the virtual flotilla of smugglers’ vessels on those islands. 
Several of the vessels launched by migrant smugglers held as few as eight passengers. But others had 
around 100 passengers aboard, many of them from Tunisia, according to the reports.

Other boats reached the shores of the Italian mainland on Saturday, either unaided or assisted by Ital-
ian coast guard vessels.

The Italian news agency ANSA said that 92 migrants, most of them from Afghanistan, reached Puglia — 
the “heel” of the boot-shaped peninsula — in a sailboat on Saturday. Still other migrants sailed to Calabria 
in the “toe” of the peninsula, while other boats reached Sicily and Sardinia, Italy’s two biggest islands, in 
the last two days.

On Sardinia, Carabinieri paramilitary police spotted 29 migrants walking along a road, ANSA said.
The humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders tweeted that one of its rescue ships, Geo Bar-

ents, saved 25 migrants, including five minors, from a small boat in distress in international waters near 
Libya on Saturday night. Geo Barents already had other migrants abroad plucked to safety in other rescue 
operations, the group said.

With the disembarkation of hundreds of migrants from boats in the last days, the residence temporar-
ily housing rescued migrants on Lampedusa quickly became overcrowded. Corriere della Sera said the 
residence housed 1,500 asylum-seekers, nearly four times its capacity.

Interior ministry authorities arranged for a commercial passenger ferry to sail from Sicily to Lampedusa, 
where it was expected to arrive on Sunday night, embark 250 migrants and take them to Sicilian migrant 
residences to lessen crowding on the tiny island’s facility.

While hundreds of thousands of migrants have set sail from Libyan shores aboard smugglers’ boats in 
the last decades, many also set out from Tunisia.

Italian media noted the Tunisian coast guard had thwarted at least a score of attempts by vessels filled 
with migrants to head toward Italy and rescued many others from boats in distress on Friday and Saturday.
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‘Tape or chewing gum:’ Twitter’s lapses echo worldwide

By BARBARA ORTUTAY AP Technology Writer
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — From fire departments to governments, from school districts to corporations, 

from local utilities to grassroots organizers around the world, Twitter at its best is a tool to get a message 
out quickly, efficiently, directly.

It’s also a constant risk-and-reward calculation.
A recent bombshell whistleblower report from Twitter’s former head of security alleges that the social 

media company has been negligently lax on cybersecurity and privacy protections for its users for years. 
While worrisome for anyone on Twitter, the revelations could be especially concerning for those who use 
it to reach constituencies, get news out about emergencies and for political dissidents and activists in the 
crosshairs of hackers or their own governments.

“We tend to look at these companies as large, well-resourced entities who know what they’re doing — 
but you realize that a lot of their actions are ad hoc and reactive, driven by crises,” said Prateek Waghre, 
policy director at the Internet Freedom Foundation, a digital rights nonprofit in India. “Essentially, they’re 
often held together by cello tape or chewing gum.”

Peiter “Mudge” Zatko, who served as Twitter’s security chief until he was fired early this year, filed the 
complaints last month with federal U.S. authorities, alleging that the company misled regulators about 
its poor cybersecurity defenses and its negligence in attempting to root out fake accounts that spread 
disinformation. Among Zatko’s most serious accusations is that Twitter violated the terms of a 2011 FTC 
settlement by falsely claiming that it had put stronger measures in place to protect the security and pri-
vacy of its users.

Waghre said the allegations in the complaint about India — that Twitter knowingly allowed the Indian 
government to place its agents on the company payroll where they had “direct unsupervised access to the 
company’s systems and user data” — were particularly worrisome. He also pointed to an incident earlier 
this month where a former Twitter employee was found guilty of passing along sensitive user data to royal 
family members in Saudi Arabia in exchange for bribes.

The consequences of privacy and security lapses can range from inconvenience and embarrassment — 
such as when an Indiana State Police account was hacked and tweeted “poo-poo head” earlier this year 
— to much worse. In October 2021, a Saudi humanitarian aid worker was sentenced to 20 years in prison 
because of an anonymous, satirical Twitter account that the kingdom says he ran. It’s possible that the 
case is linked with the men accused of spying on behalf of the kingdom while working at Twitter.

As an advocate for dissidents and others detained in Saudi Arabia, Bethany Al-Haidari has been con-
cerned for years about Twitter’s user privacy safeguards. The new whistleblower allegations make her all 
the more worried.

“Given what we know about how social media is used around the world, that is incredibly problematic,” 
said Al-Haidari, who works for The Freedom Initiative, a U.S.-based human rights group. The possibility 
of hackers or governments exploiting the alleged cybersecurity lapses at Twitter to get users’ identities, 
private messages or other personal information “is quite disturbing to me,” she said.

Chinese-Australian artist and activist Badiucao, who regularly publishes art that criticizes the Chinese 
Communist Party, expressed concern about the whistleblower’s allegations, noting that many users provide 
their phone numbers and emails to Twitter.

“Once that personal information is leaked, it could be used to trace your identity,” he said. Badiucao 
said he regularly receives death threats and propaganda from what appears to be bot or spam accounts.

But the artist plans to keep using Twitter, saying it’s probably the best option Chinese-speaking activists 
and artists have for a “shelter for free speech.”

Twitter says the whistleblower claims present a “false narrative” about the company and its privacy and 
data security practices, and that the claims lack context. “Security and privacy have long been company-
wide priorities at Twitter and will continue to be,” the company said in a statement.

Despite the heightened concerns sparked by Zatko’s claims, none of the groups The Associated Press 
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spoke to this week plan to stop using Twitter. Security experts say while the whistleblower’s claims are 
alarming, there’s no reason for individual users to delete their accounts.

High-profile Twitter users and world governments may be at greater risk than average users, experts say. 
In 2020, for instance, Twitter suffered an embarrassing hack by a teenager who accessed the accounts 
of then-President Barack Obama, Joe Biden, Mike Bloomberg and a number of tech billionaires including 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk and Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. Musk is currently embroiled in a battle with Twitter 
as he tries to back out of a $44 billion deal to buy the company.

Yet another security incident raised alarms for Jennifer Grygiel, a Syracuse University communications 
professor who follows Twitter closely. In 2017, a Twitter customer support worker deactivated then-President 
Donald Trump’s account for a few minutes during their last day on the job. While the account was restored 
quickly, Grygiel said, the incident showed how vulnerable Twitter was when it comes to governments, 
heads of state and military branches that use the platform.

“Am I surprised and shocked by the whistleblower’s allegations? I’m not,” said Trav Robertson, chair of 
the South Carolina Democratic Party, which uses Twitter to communicate with about 18,700 followers. But 
he argues that it’s especially important for people not to assume that “the constant attacks on our emails, 
our databases, our Twitter accounts, our Facebooks” are the new normal. “When we become desensitized 
to it, we fail to be proactive,” he said.

At the City of Denver’s fire department, public information officer JD Chism acknowledges concern over 
security issues. But the department has to weight that risk against the way Twitter has become integral to 
communicating emergencies to the public. The department’s Twitter feed hosts real-time updates on fires 
and consequent road closures and injuries, alongside retweets from other agencies warning of dangers 
such as flash floods.

For now, the department will keep using Twitter as it always has, Chism said, “It’s good for taking care 
of people, and that’s what we are here for.”

Mexico’s president revived dangerous form of coal mining
By FABIOLA SÁNCHEZ and MARK STEVENSON Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — As hopes faded of rescuing 10 men trapped in a flooded Mexican coal mine, evi-

dence mounted that the current administration’s populist policies have driven the revival of the dangerous, 
primitive mines that continue claiming lives.

President Andrés Manuel López Obrador enacted a plan two years ago to revive coal-fired power plants 
in northern Mexico and give preference to buying coal from the smallest mines. The purchases were part 
of the president’s policies to give more income to the poorest Mexicans.

In doing so, the administration resuscitated a form of coal mining so dangerous that lawmakers in both 
houses of Mexico’s Congress had tried to ban it a decade ago.

Experts say that mines so narrow and primitive that only one miner at a time can be lowered into a 
narrow shaft — and only one bucket of coal extracted — are inherently unsafe. At some pits, known as 
“pocitos,” or “little wells,” air is pumped in and water pumped out through plastic hoses. Some don’t even 
have that. There are usually no safety exits or auxiliary shafts.

Fifteen men were working inside the Pinabete mine in Sabinas, Coahuila, about 70 miles (115 kilometers) 
southwest of Eagle Pass, Texas, on Aug. 3. A wall of water from an abandoned mine next door — and 
possibly wastewater pumped in from a nearby town — filled the single shaft about 40 meters (yards) deep. 
It blew out so many wooden supports that they have formed floating barriers to rescue crews.

Five workers managed to escape as the mine flooded, but there has been no contact with the rest.
Promoting coal is part of López Obrador’s effort to shore up the state-owned power utility, the Federal 

Electricity Commission, headed by old-guard politician Manuel Bartlett. Not only was the policy questioned 
by environmentalists; many also said it endangered miners.

“Manuel Bartlett’s brilliant idea of buying more coal from the smallest producers, and less from big pro-
ducers, gave rise to a black market that wound up in the exploitation of mines that lack the safeguards 
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needed to protect the lives of the workers,” Miguel Riquelme, the governor of Coahuila state and member 
of the opposition Institutional Revolutionary Party, said after the accident.

The government utility had defended its decision to buy about two-thirds of coal for power generation 
from small mines.

“We had to have the mindset of favoring the smallest (producers) because we had to make their eco-
nomic conditions more equal,” Miguel Alejandro López, the subdirector of purchasing for the company, 
said in July, describing the orders he got under López Obrador. “Because as he (the president) has said, 
one of this country’s main failings is inequality.”

López said small mine owners were required to submit proof they complied with labor laws, which in 
Mexico govern mine safety.

But even the president acknowledged that the Pinabete mine had not complied with the few existing 
safety and labor standards.

Accidents at small coal mines have been depressingly frequent.
In June 2021, seven miners were killed at a similar small mine in Muzquiz township, about 80 miles (130 

kilometers) southwest of Eagle Pass, Texas. The shaft at the Micarán mine also flooded and partially col-
lapsed, and it took days to recover the miners’ bodies.

The operations resemble wildcat mines from the U.S. Old West: Horizontal coal faces spread out from 
the bottom of the shaft and are shored up with wooden poles.

At some mines, the pit-head winches used to extract miners and coal are run off old car engines placed 
on blocks.

Lawmakers already knew the dangers of the narrow, unreinforced vertical shafts; explosive gas accu-
mulations and flooding risks are common.

As far back as 2012, Mexican legislators tried to pass laws to do away with such primitive mines. The 
2006 tragedy in the nearby Pasta de Conchos mine, where 65 miners died after a gas build-up caused a 
fire and explosion, was still fresh in their minds. That was a larger mine where gas monitoring proved to 
be insufficient.

A 2012 Senate bill proposed “the outright ban on vertical coal mines, also known as ‘pocitos,’ because 
that is where the greatest risks occur.”

In 2013, a bill in the lower house stated, “Coal mining activities have generalized risks, because their 
techniques are artisanal and rudimentary … Risky mining practices must be minimized or eliminated.”

It is unclear why those laws were never passed.
Mine safety activist Cristina Auerbach noted that coal is politically sensitive in Coahuila, especially among 

the impoverished communities that once made a living from it.
“Coal is a political issue in Coahuila, not an economic one,” said Auerbach.
She said that from 2006 through last year at least 80 miners had died in accidents in Coahuila. “The 

smallest businesses in the coal region are the most precarious, like Pinabete,” she said.
But small-scale coal mining appeared to be dying out in Coahuila until López Obrador directed the Federal 

Electricity Commission to ramp up purchases.
“The region was revived with the new purchase orders from the federal commission,” said Diego Mar-

tínez, a professor of applied earth sciences at the Autonomous University of Coahuila.
López Obrador wanted to eliminate subterfuge and corruption in coal purchases, but apparently failed 

at that; one man was arrested in connection with the Pinabete mine accident after it was found that the 
mine was apparently registered under different names or titles on purchase contracts and in labor depart-
ment records.

No one has been sentenced for the 2006 deaths at the Pasta de Conchos mine.
It is not the first time that Coahuila coal mines have been accused of illegal practices; miners make as 

little as $200 per week, and even when the few government inspectors have found violations, it has been 
hard to shut them down.

López Obrador said that the Pinabete mine contract with the Electricity Commission said explicitly it could 



Monday, Aug. 29, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 053 ~ 32 of 45

Groton Daily Independent
not be subcontracted, but apparently was anyway.

Auerbach, the mine safety activist, said that hundreds of “high risk” small mines continue operating.
“That’s why we’re asking that all of the coal concessions granted in high risk areas be cancelled, because 

(miners) are always going to die,” she said.

Mickey Mantle card breaks record, as sports memorabilia soar
By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — A mint condition Mickey Mantle baseball card sold for $12.6 million Sunday, blasting 

into the record books as the most ever paid for sports memorabilia in a market that has grown exponen-
tially more lucrative in recent years.

The rare Mantle card eclipsed the record just posted a few months ago — $9.3 million for the jersey 
worn by Diego Maradona when he scored the contentious “Hand of God” goal in soccer’s 1986 World Cup.

It easily surpassed the $7.25 million for a century-old Honus Wagner baseball card recently sold in a 
private sale.

And just last month, the heavyweight boxing belt reclaimed by Muhammad Ali during 1974’s “Rumble 
in the Jungle” sold for nearly $6.2 million.

All are part of a booming market for sports collectibles.
Prices have risen not just for the rarest items, but also for pieces that might have been collecting dust 

in garages and attics. Many of those items make it onto consumer auction sites like eBay, while others 
are put up for bidding by auction houses.

Because of its near-perfect condition and its legendary subject, the Mantle card was destined to be a 
top seller, said Chris Ivy, the director of sports auctions at Heritage Auctions, which ran the bidding.

Some saw collectibles as a hedge against inflation over the past couple years, he said, while others 
rekindled childhood passions.

Ivy said savvy investors saw inflation coming down the road — as it has. As a result, sports memorabilia 
became an alternative to traditional Wall Street investments or real estate — particularly among members 
of Generation X and older millennials.

“There’s only so much Netflix and ‘Tiger King’ people could watch (during the pandemic). So, you know, 
they were getting back into hobbies, and clearly sports collecting was a part of that,” said Ivy, who noted 
an uptick in calls among potential sellers.

Add to that interest from wealthy overseas collectors and you have a confluence of factors that made 
sports collectibles especially attractive, Ivy said.

“We’ve kind of started seeing some growth and some rise in the prices that led to some media coverage. 
And I think it all it all just kind of built upon itself,” he said. “I would say the beginning of the pandemic 
really added gasoline to that fire.”

Before the pandemic, the sports memorabilia market was estimated at more than $5.4 billion, according 
to a 2018 Forbes interview with David Yoken, the founder of Collectable.com.

By 2021, that market had grown to $26 billion, according to the research firm Market Decipher, which 
predicts the market will grow astronomically to $227 billion within a decade — partly fueled by the rise of 
so-called NFTs, or non-fungible tokens, which are digital collectibles with unique data-encrypted fingerprints.

Sports cards have been especially in demand, as people spent more time at home and an opportunity 
arose to rummage through potential treasure troves of childhood memories, including old comic books 
and small stacks of bubble gum cards featuring marquee sports stars.

That lure of making money on something that might be sitting in one’s childhood basement has been 
irresistible, according to Stephen Fishler, founder of ComicConnect, who has watched the growing rise — 
and profitability — of collectibles being traded across auction houses.

“In a nutshell, the world of modern sports cards has been going bonkers,” he said.
The Mantle baseball card dates from 1952 and is widely regarded as one of just a handful of the baseball 

legend in near-perfect condition.
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The auction netted a handsome profit for Anthony Giordano, a New Jersey waste management entre-

preneur who bought it for $50,000 at a New York City show in 1991.
“As soon as it hit 10 million I just turned in. I couldn’t keep my eyes open anymore,” Giordano, 75, said 

Sunday morning. His sons monitored the auction for him. “They stayed up and called me this morning 
bright and early to tell me that it reached where it reached.”

The card was one of dozens of sports collectibles up for auction. In all, the items raked in some $28 
million, according to Derek Grady, the executive vice president of sports auctions for Heritage Auctions.

“Sports collectibles are finally getting their due as an investment,” Grady said. “The best sports items 
are now starting to rival artwork, rare coins and rare artifacts as a great investment vehicle.”

The switch-hitting Mantle was a Triple Crown winner in 1956, a three-time American League MVP and 
a seven-time World Series champion. The Hall of Famer died in 1995.

“Some people might say it’s just a baseball card. Who cares? It’s just a Picasso. It’s just a Rembrandt 
to other people. It’s a thing of art for some people,” said John Holden, a professor in sports management 
law at Oklahoma State and amateur sports card collector.

Like pieces of art that have no intrinsic value, he said, when it comes to sports cards, the worth is in 
the eye of the beholder — or the pocketbook of the potential bidder.

“The value,” Holden said, “is whatever the market’s willing to support.”

Dutch police: 6 dead after truck hit community barbecue
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — The death toll from an accident when a truck drove off a dike and 

slammed into a community barbecue in a village south of Rotterdam rose to six Sunday and police said 
a further seven people are in hospital, including one in critical condition.

Three men and three women were killed, ranging in age from 28 to 75, police said.
Police spokeswoman Mirjam Boers said the truck driver, a 46-year-old Spanish man, is suspected of 

causing the accident that happened early Saturday evening in the village of Nieuw-Beijerland. His identity 
was not released, in line with Dutch privacy laws.

The large truck the man was driving left a small rural road and careered down the bank of the dike and 
plowed into the village gathering. Boers said the driver was not under the influence of alcohol at the time 
of the crash.

“We are investigating what could have happened,” Boers said.
Dutch King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima said in a tweet that they were shocked by the accident 

that they said caused “an unimaginable sadness in this close-knit community. The affected families are in 
our thoughts and we wish the injured strength on their way to as good a recovery as possible.”

Forensic investigators worked into the night Saturday around the truck where it stopped at the bottom 
of the dike. Later, a crane and a tow truck hauled it back onto the road.

Photos of the scene showed bunting hanging between trees and chairs scattered around trestle tables 
with plates still on them.

Prime Minister Mark Rutte also expressed sorrow in a tweet, saying, “My thoughts go out to the victims 
and next of kin of this terrible drama. I wish them much strength.”

Local Mayor Charlie Aptroot visited the scene Saturday night.
“My condolences go out to the victims, their families, eyewitnesses and first responders,” he said in a 

statement.
He added that he had spoken to many of the people at the scene and expressed “appreciation for the 

way in which people are there for each other.”
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Democrats: Abortion rulings may be ‘a blessing in disguise’

By HANNAH SCHOENBAUM Associated Press/Report for America
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Democratic candidates have decried North Carolina’s newly reinstated abortion 

restrictions after a federal judge allowed a state law banning nearly all abortions after 20 weeks of preg-
nancy to go into effect.

But some North Carolina Democrats say the ruling earlier this month — the latest fallout of the June 
U.S. Supreme Court decision eliminating federal abortion protections — might be the catalyst their party 
needed to reinvigorate its political prospects in what was shaping up to be a losing year.

“I do think it’s a blessing in disguise for Democrats,” said Morgan Jackson, consultant to powerful North 
Carolina Democrats like Gov. Roy Cooper and Attorney General Josh Stein. “It was a horrible policy decision 
that set back decades and decades of progress for women, but at that same time, it has given Democrats 
a renewed optimism about this year.”

U.S. District Judge William Osteen ruled Aug. 17 that the U.S. Supreme Court decision overturning Roe 
v. Wade erased the legal foundation for his 2019 ruling that had placed an injunction on the 1973 state 
law banning abortions after 20 weeks. Though the law allows leeway for urgent medical emergencies 
that threaten the patient’s life or “create serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment,” 
it does not grant exceptions for rape or incest.

The judge’s decision comes as North Carolina is preparing to vote this fall on its entire state legislature, 
two state supreme court races, all 14 U.S. House seats and a high-profile U.S. Senate contest.

Democrats have dreamed for years of replicating their 2008 success when the state went blue for presi-
dent, governor and U.S. Senate. Although the current governor is a Democrat, Republicans have dominated 
both chambers of the legislature since 2011, allowing them to advance a conservative agenda that includes 
abortion restrictions. That dominance held even in 2020 despite a massive effort by Democrats to wrest 
control of the General Assembly. Republicans are now just five seats shy of the supermajority they need 
to nullify the Democratic governor’s veto.

Now less than 100 days out from the election, the question for North Carolina Democrats is whether 
outrage over diminishing abortion access in one of the South’s few remaining safe havens can generate 
enough political momentum for the party to hold its ground.

National organizations are already funneling money into the state’s tightest races. Hours before the 20-
week ban resumed, Planned Parenthood, the nation’s leading reproductive health care provider and an 
abortion rights advocacy organization, announced North Carolina would be one of the target states where 
it’s spending a record $50 million ahead of the midterm elections.

Democratic candidates have portrayed the 20-week limit as the first of many restrictions to come if 
Republican state lawmakers gain veto-proof margins.

“If they are successful in their efforts, they will not stop here,” said Democratic state Rep. Julie von 
Haefen of Apex, a fast-growing Raleigh suburb, who unseated her Republican opponent in a close race 
in 2018. “Voters across the state must know that the true goal of politicians behind this ban on abortion 
later in pregnancy is to ban abortion entirely.”

Duke University public policy professor Mac McCorkle, a former adviser to Democratic Govs. Mike Easley 
and Beverly Perdue, said voters were already motivated by the June 24 Supreme Court ruling that gave 
states the right to determine abortion access. Then the local ban — which state Republican leaders had 
encouraged the judge to reinstate — removed for many voters the illusion of protection in North Carolina.

And there’s certainly evidence of that playing out with at least some female voters, like North Carolina 
State University sophomore Emma Morgan, 19, who recently returned to Raleigh for school from her fam-
ily home in Maryland.

“I’d literally just moved back here from Maryland, and they’re like, bam, you don’t have these rights 
anymore,” Morgan said. “It pulled the rug out from under us and got me and other out-of-state students 
wondering, should we transfer before it gets worse?”

About 30,000 North Carolina residents have registered to vote since the Supreme Court abortion ruling, 
with women slightly outnumbering men, according to state Board of Elections data. Democratic strategists 
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expect suburban, college educated women will be a key demographic in deciding the makeup of North 
Carolina’s legislature in November and that abortion will be an important issue for them.

In Holly Springs, another suburb of Raleigh, Democratic state Sen. Sydney Batch is working to defend 
her seat in what is shaping up to be one of state’s tightest races — one where abortion could tip the scale.

Holly Springs resident Gaile Valcho, a 58-year-old mother and autism outreach coordinator who plans to 
vote for Batch, said she knows several local mothers who faced complications with their pregnancies and 
feel personally connected to this issue.

“Politics aside, I think this was a wakeup call for women who, of course, know their bodies better than 
any lawmaker ever could,” Valcho said.

Abortion access is also expected to play a key role in the state’s hotly contested U.S. Senate race be-
tween Democrat Cheri Beasley and Republican U.S. Rep. Ted Budd, who is backed by former President 
Donald Trump. North Carolina is one of the few states where Democrats have a strong shot at flipping 
a seat in the 50-50 chamber, making Beasley’s campaign a vital component of the party’s plan to codify 
abortion rights into federal law.

Republicans, for their part, say abortion access won’t be as crucial an issue as Democrats hope. And 
they aren’t shying away from proposing even more stringent anti-abortion measures.

North Carolina House Speaker Tim Moore has said he would support legislation banning abortions once 
an ultrasound first detects fetal cardiac activity — typically about six weeks after fertilization and before 
many patients know they’re pregnant.

Senate leader Phil Berger hasn’t gone that far — he would prefer to restrict abortions after roughly the 
first three months of pregnancy. But he also says he’s not worried that the abortion rulings could hurt 
Republicans’ chance of clinching a supermajority. North Carolina voters are more concerned with Demo-
crats’ economic policies, he says.

Though her seat is likely not in jeopardy, state Sen. Natalie Murdock, of Durham, is part of an organized 
effort to help other Democrats hold their seats in tight legislative races. Their strategy, she said, is to 
amplify Republicans’ own ideas for more “extreme” restrictions.

“Our message to voters is, we need that balance in government because we have razor thin barriers 
that prevent us from being back in a superminority,” Murdock said. “The Democratic strategy is going to 
show the majority leaders are not moderate. They are extreme. And the 20-week ban will just be a start.”

Medic who cared for Mariupol wounded heads for Ukraine front
By HANNA ARHIROVA Associated Press
KHARKIV, Ukraine (AP) — For 22 days, Serhiy Chornobryvets barely slept and rarely took off his red 

paramedic uniform. Day and night, he raced around his hometown of Mariupol, rescuing those wounded 
by the Russian bombs and shells that pummeled the southern Ukrainian city.

When he finally escaped Mariupol — whose residents endured some of the worst suffering of the war 
during a nearly three-month siege — he still did not rest. Instead, he joined an organization that sends 
medics to the front lines in eastern Ukraine, where the fighting is currently concentrated.

“Me before Mariupol and me after what happened: It’s two different people,” the skinny, fresh-faced 
24-year-old said during a recent interview with The Associated Press in Kharkiv, another city that has 
endured intense bombardment.

“If I had not survived Mariupol, I would not have gone to work as a paramedic now. I wouldn’t have had 
enough courage,” explained Chornobryvets, who is simply called “Mariupol” on the battlefield and now 
wears a patch that bears the symbol of the port city, a yellow anchor, on his camouflage uniform.

In fact, he could see no other way of making sense of the horrors he witnessed in a place that became 
a worldwide symbol of Ukrainian resistance to Russia’s invasion. Residents suffered relentless bombard-
ment, many trapped without food, water, heat or electricity.

“It was like going back to the Stone Age,” Chornobryvets said. “There was looting, constant shelling, 
planes, aerial bombardment. People around us were losing their minds, but we got on with our work.”
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While many hid in basements or bomb shelters, Chornobryvets said he never did. He stayed above ground 

to tend to the wounded — all while risking his own life. He finally fled on March 18 — his birthday — still 
in his red paramedic’s overalls.

His tireless efforts were publicly praised by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, when the leader 
accepted an award in May from the Atlantic Council, the Washington-based think tank, on behalf of the 
Ukrainian people.

Chornobryvets said that his new work on the front and what he did in Mariupol were almost indistin-
guishable: “Same wounds, only I’m wearing a different uniform.”

In footage from July, he and his fellow medics can be seen rushing toward a soldier hit by Russian fire. 
They tightened a tourniquet around the man’s right thigh, and then carefully tended to a gaping wounds 
in an arm and a leg, where the bone was exposed.

He has a year left of college to finish — but resists making plans for the future. Until the war is won, he 
has vowed to stay on the battlefield.

“Medicine is my life, and my duty is to save people,” said Chornobryvets.
He dreams of one day returning to Mariupol, which fell to the Russians in May, but tries not to think 

about it too much because it’s too painful.
“My soul will calm down when I enter Mariupol — and the Ukrainian flag is flying over it,” he said.

Quake-hit Mexico church with iconic Virgin image gets rehab
By MARÍA TERESA HERNÁNDEZ Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Under a white tent on the street outside Our Lady of the Angels on a recent Sun-

day, the Rev. Adrián Vázquez led parishioners seated in pews and plastic chairs in celebrating 10 o’clock 
Mass, flanked by piles of rubble from the sanctuary left there by a deadly earthquake nearly five years ago.

To the left stood the still-broken church, with deep cracks in the walls, its half-collapsed dome supported 
by scaffolding and a leaning column. Behind the priest was a wax painting of the Virgin Mary, a replica of 
the one on the wall inside the building and all but out of sight for the faithful.

But Vázquez’s excitement was so great that it couldn’t even be hidden by his pandemic facemask as he 
delivered the good news: Just weeks before the anniversary of the Sept. 19, 2017, quake, work was finally 
resuming on restoration of the Catholic temple, which houses the treasured Virgin considered miraculous 
for having survived floods and earthquakes.

He exhorted parishioners to support the church as the restoration progresses, saying, “The wait is not 
passive, and the temple is not going to be rebuilt on its own or only with the help of the government. 
How can we all help?”

Set in the working-class residential neighborhood of Guerrero and carrying one of Mary’s titles, Our Lady 
of the Angels has a history dating to the late 16th century.

In 1580 a painting of the Assumption of the Virgin arrived in the area floating on floodwaters and ended 
up in the mud on the property of an Indigenous cacique, or chief, known as Izayoque, according to a 
book about the church written by the Rev. José Berruecos about a century ago. The artwork depicts the 
Catholic belief that Mary, mother of Jesus, ascended into heaven, body and soul.

“In the midst of the floods, with all the evil they caused,” Berruecos wrote, “against that background 
of darkness and desolation, the image of Our Lady of the Angels appears in full light as a rainbow in the 
midst of the storm.”

Izayoque was so taken by the image on the badly damaged canvas that he had a chapel built in the 
Virgin’s honor with the painting reproduced on an adobe wall. The current sanctuary was finished some 
200 years later, with the Virgin still gracing the oratory.

According to the National Institute of Anthropology and History, or INAH, Our Lady of the Angels is the 
second most important church in Mexico City after the internationally revered Basilica of Guadalupe, which 
is home to its own holy image of the Virgin and draws millions of pilgrims each year.

In an interview, parishioner María González’s voice cracked as she recalled the Sunday in 2017 when the 
dome caved in. As her cellphone lit up with text messages about the collapse, she and other neighbors 
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rushed to the site to meet the Rev. Cirilo Colín, who at the time led the parish.

“It made a tremendous noise, like an explosion,” González said. “When we saw the dome, we all started 
to cry. ... It was a miracle that no one died.”

The church had been damaged five days earlier by the quake, which killed about 360 people, collapsed 
dozens of buildings and left many more damaged and destined for demolition.

INAH, which is funding and carrying out the restoration project, began work on Our Lady of the Angels 
in September 2019. Phase one involved stabilizing the structure with steel supports to prevent further 
loss, and covering the collapsed dome to keep out rainwater.

That ended in December 2020, and since then it has been a long wait for phase two, which began Aug. 
8. At this stage INAH is focusing on restoring a chamber behind the main altar that holds religious and 
historic artifacts, with the goal of protecting them and also rehabilitating a space that will be used to sup-
port the bigger restoration of the nave.

Antonio Mondragón, the project’s lead architect, said phase two is expected to end in December.
For now the image of the Virgin is hidden behind scaffolding, boxed off in a protective framework and 

covered by glass and wood panels that open and close like a book.
Only a handful of people get to see the Virgin up close, and sporadically so: Sometimes those who help 

the priest with services and daily chores place flowers before her, or he lets small groups in for a few 
minutes to look upon the image and pray.

The Virgin returns their gaze with a peaceful expression, draped in a blue cloak in front of a gold back-
ground, hands joined together in front of her chest.

Given the fragility of the adobe walls, she is unable to be moved, meaning her destiny is tied to that of 
the building.

“If we lose the parish,” Vázquez said, “we lose the Virgin.”
Vázquez was assigned to replace Colín in late 2019 and tasked with leading what he called a “compre-

hensive recovery” of the parish, both physically and as a spiritual community — since the building was 
damaged, many parishioners began attending other churches.

The 38-year-old priest is constantly urging his flock to invite others to the congregation, working to 
improve its social media presence and streaming Mass services via cellphone. He has also spent part of 
his own savings to pay for repairs to electrical wiring, touching up walls and other details.

While there’s still no fixed end date for the restoration, Vázquez said the church is already showing signs 
of rebirth: On Aug. 2, the feast day of Our Lady of the Angels, at least 900 people packed the celebrations 
on the street outside.

Parishioners are pitching in, too.
Rosa María Ordoñez, 76, who first attended as a child with her grandmother, is selling clothes and other 

donated goods to raise money for the church. Other parishioners are teaching catechism or doing chores 
like cleaning.

María Elena Corona, 85, also helps out however she can. Recently she wrote and illustrated signs ex-
plaining the Virgin’s history for display outside the church.

Corona, who first set foot in the sanctuary half a century ago, has moved several times since but always 
found herself drawn to return — including in 1985, when she moved back from the United States after an 
even more devastating quake that killed tens of thousands of people and first put cracks in the church’s 
walls. She settled in a nearby neighborhood and resumed attending Mass at Our Lady of the Angels.

The Virgin “does not let me go,” Corona said.
As the recent street Mass came to an end, Vázquez asked the faithful to turn to their left. That meant 

they were facing the Virgin’s perch inside the shattered temple, even if they couldn’t see her holy visage.
“Let us sing,” the priest beseeched them, “for the Virgin.”
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Francis praises humility of 13th-century pope who resigned

By ANDREA ROSA and FRANCES D’EMILIO Associated Press
L’AQUILA, Italy (AP) — Making a pilgrimage in an Italian mountain town, Pope Francis on Sunday hailed 

the humility of a 13th-century pontiff who resigned to live a hermit’s life, and praised him for using his 
brief papacy to highlight the value of mercy and forgiveness.

Francis made a four-hour visit to L’Aquila in the central Apennine mountains, which was struck by an 
earthquake in 2009, killing 305 people and destroying much of the town. It is still being rebuilt.

The pontiff came to give a boost to a late summer tradition begun by Pope Celestine V 728 years ago 
to encourage the faithful to seek forgiveness for sins.

L’Aquila’s Collemaggio Basilica contains the remains of Celestine, who resigned in 1294 after only sev-
eral months in the papacy. As pontiff, Celestine initiated the August practice in which faithful could pass 
through the basilica’s Holy Door. After meeting certain religious requirements, they can receive a plenary 
indulgence, which removes punishment for sin.

Aides brought Francis in a wheelchair to the basilica’s austere, brown wooden door. After Francis, who 
has a painful knee problem, was helped to stand, he used a sturdy olive tree branch to rap three times on 
the door, which then was opened. With a ramp put in place, Francis limped into the basilica, then prayed 
silently before the mausoleum containing the remains of Celestine, whose face is covered with a silver mask.

Celestine was ridiculed by Dante in the “Divine Comedy” for cowardice in abdicating his papal role.
“The humble appear to the eyes of men as weak and losers, but in reality they are the true winners 

because they are the only ones who trust completely in the Lord and know His will,’’ Francis said.
“Humility doesn’t consist in devaluating oneself but rather in that healthy realism that makes us recognize 

our potential and also our misery,” Francis said. He hailed the “courageous’ Celestine V because “no logic 
of power was able to imprison or manage him.”

Celestine reminded all that mercy and forgiveness help people to pass from “anguish and guilt to free-
dom and joy,’’ Francis said.

While the helicopter that flew him from the Vatican to L’Aquila earlier Sunday morning kept circling above 
the town, with the pilot trying to find a break in thick fog so it could land, Francis said he was inspired 
to ponder the value of mercy.

“Finally, there was a little opening (in the fog), and he zoomed through,” Francis said, encouraging 
people, when their lives are clouded by troubles, to similarly take advantage of an “opening” when the 
possibility of mercy presents itself.

Before Francis, the last pope to visit L’Aquila was his predecessor, Benedict XVI, who came to comfort 
quake survivors in 2009 and paid tribute to Celestine. Benedict would resign in 2013, the first pontiff in 
nearly 600 years to do so. He now lives in a monastery on Vatican grounds.

Francis, who is 85, has called resignation an acceptable option for pontiffs who feel they no longer can 
adequately lead the world’s more than 1.3 billion Catholics.

He greeted townspeople outside the town’s Duomo, or cathedral, which is still being repaired from quake 
damage, and visited with relatives of some of the victims.

Francis noted that inmates from area prisons were among well-wishers outside the cathedral. “In you, 
I salute a sign of hope, because in prisons there are so many, too many victims,” Francis said.

Tiny oysters play big role in stabilizing eroding shorelines
By WAYNE PARRY Associated Press
LACEY TOWNSHIP, N.J. (AP) — Denise Vaccaro bought her home on the Jersey Shore over 20 years 

ago, charmed by the little beach at the end of a sandy spit on Barnegat Bay where she could sit and read 
while listening to the waves and enjoying the cool breezes.

That home was destroyed 10 years ago in Superstorm Sandy, and the beach she loved is also gone, 
claimed by rising seas that are eroding the shoreline and pushing water to porches.

“It’s so sad that this little community has lost its beach,” Vaccaro said. “People are losing their property. 
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My home was totally destroyed. It’s a way of life that’s being lost.”

It’s a story being played out on shorelines all around the world as once idyllic beach communities are 
washing away, and residents are struggling to adapt.

But a partial solution being tried around the world is also being done here: establishing oyster colonies 
to form natural barriers that blunt the force of waves and help stabilize eroding shorelines.

Such a project is underway near Vaccaro’s rebuilt house, carried out by the American Littoral Society, 
which received a $1 million grant from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. The group 
has been building steel wire cages, filling them with rocks and whelk shells and positioning them in rows 
along the shoreline of Barnegat Bay.

Tiny baby oysters, called spat, are attached to whelk shells and placed in the bay near the existing cages 
to further stabilize the shoreline.

The shoreline in Vaccaro’s neighborhood has lost 150 feet (46 meters) of beach since 1995, according 
to the Littoral Society.

In much of it, there is no sand at all; waves pound against grassy mounds that are getting smaller all 
the time. A shuffleboard court that used to be part of a wide beach with plenty of sand between it and 
the bay is now halfway submerged in water.

“Some of the people along this shoreline have seen the bay swallow their back porches, more than 
one,” said Julie Schumacher, habitat restoration coordinator for the Littoral Society. “The water is right up 
against them.”

The rows of oysters appear to be doing their job as effective breakwaters. One recent day, a strong east 
wind rippled the bay with whitecaps out beyond the oysters. But between the oysters and the shoreline, 
the water was much calmer, and waves sloped gently onto the shoreline instead of pounding against it.

As an added benefit, the oysters help improve water quality in the bay: A single oyster can filter up to 
50 gallons (190 liters) of water a day.

Projects like this one are an important part of New Jersey’s coastal resilience program — using plants 
and shellfish beds to create “living shorelines” that complement engineered structures like sea walls and 
bulkheads to protect homes and people.

A few miles south, a group called ReClam the Bay is building an oyster reef to protect the shoreline of 
Mordecai Island, an uninhabited patch of land that in turn protects the shoreline of Beach Haven, a popular 
resort town on Long Beach Island.

Volunteers fill mesh bags with 35 pounds (16 kilograms) of whelk shells, to which millions of baby oysters 
have been attached, then sail them out to the reef a few hundred yards offshore. They’ve placed 10,000 
bags of oysters and whelk shells there since 2015.

“In the last 100 years, Mordecai Island has lost 35% of its size,” said Jack Duggan, a longtime volunteer 
with the group. “If we do nothing, in 40 years the island will be gone — just washed over. This island 
protects Beach Haven from taking the force of all that wave action.”

ReClam The Bay has done a similar project establishing an oyster reef in front of a brick wall in Tuck-
erton, further north in the bay, and the Littoral Society has numerous other oyster projects underway. 
At the Naval Weapons Station Earle in Middletown, the NY/NJ Baykeeper organization is growing oysters 
along the heavily guarded pier and deploying them along the shoreline to protect the coast, which suffered 
serious erosion during Sandy.

Governments and volunteers in other places are doing the same thing.
In New York, city, state and federal agencies are building “living shorelines” along the southwestern tip 

of Long Island, using oysters, shells and native plants. A similar project in Delaware used 1,300 bags of 
shells to extend shoreline protection near Lewes CanalFront Park.

The Oyster Recovery Partnership in Maryland has placed billions of oysters on shells in Chesapeake Bay 
in a project set to run through 2025. In Florida, volunteers and researchers established oyster colonies 
along portions of the Peace River in Punta Gorda.

In California, the Wild Oyster Project is establishing reefs in San Francisco Bay for shoreline protection 
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and water quality improvement purposes.

In Argyll, Scotland, a group called Seawilding began restoring an area in 2020 near a coastal inlet that 
had become degraded. They’ve restored more than 300,000 oysters there. Also in Scotland, a project 
aims to restore 30,000 oysters near Edinburgh.

Vaccaro realizes her New Jersey home may well depend on the success of a bunch of tiny oysters.
“If we don’t do anything, we’re not going to have any of these houses,” Vaccaro said. “In 20 years my 

house — which I rebuilt on pilings — could be gone again. This is why what we’re doing here is so impor-
tant to me. I saw what happened and I see what can happen again.”

‘Free Staters’ roil New Hampshire politics in ski area spat
By HOLLY RAMER Associated Press
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — As a former ski resort executive, New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu knows 

something about navigating slippery slopes. But recent controversy at a county-owned ski area has raised 
questions about his grip on the Republican Party heading into the November elections.

Sununu, who is seeking his fourth term, recently inserted himself into a power struggle over Gunstock 
Mountain Resort, siding with staff who quit en masse and forced a two-week shutdown last month. Push-
ing back against anti-government activists who want to privatize the ski area, Sununu also called for the 
ouster this fall of three Republican legislators with an oversight role of the resort.

“These individuals have made bad decisions, and until they are removed from their positions and replaced 
with good people who recognize the wonderful asset that Gunstock is, the county will continue to suffer,” 
he wrote in an open letter to area residents.

Sununu’s intervention was seen by many as a rebuke of the Free State Project, a 20-year-old political 
experiment that promotes a mass migration of 20,000 libertarians to New Hampshire. Fewer than 6,500 
have arrived so far, but they have made inroads everywhere from school boards to the legislature. What 
that means for Sununu, the Republican Party and the state overall is uncertain. But so-called Free Staters 
are clearly shaking things up.

“In my view the governor is barely holding on to his party in the lower chamber, and some of the crazy 
things they have tried to pull have damaged his reputation in the state,” said Linda Fowler, professor 
emirata of government at Dartmouth College.

In 2003, Fowler dismissed the project as a gimmick, saying it was unlikely that even 20,000 people could 
have a significant impact. But she also did not foresee Donald Trump’s election as president in 2016 or 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“Both, I think, have contributed to the fact that the Free Staters are now a negative influence on the 
state’s politics and that their behavior has become an election issue,” she said.

Conceived by a Yale graduate student in 2001, the Free State Project picked New Hampshire — with its 
low taxes, easy entry into politics and “Live Free or Die” motto — as its destination two years later. By 
2016, 20,000 people had promised to pack their bags within five years. That hasn’t happened, and the 
group’s past president now says the pledge model has fallen by the wayside.

But it hasn’t taken huge numbers to get results.
About 45 Free Staters have been elected to the legislature since 2008; more than 20 serve now. While 

that is a small fraction of the 424-member legislature, it’s enough to influence policy given the GOP’s slim 
majority in the House.

The group counts the House majority leader as one of its own, and members often team up with dozens 
of other lawmakers who make up the wider “freedom caucus,” securing victories on legislation related to 
school choice, vaccines and limiting the governor’s power during emergencies.

One Free State stronghold is Belknap County, which owns the Gunstock ski area. After months of ten-
sion, top managers abruptly resigned last month, then returned after two commissioners were ousted. 
Sununu’s letter targeted both the commission members and three of the Republican lawmakers who ap-
pointed them, saying they had lost the public’s trust.
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The governor later described their handling of the ski area as “just the latest episode of their craziness,” 

noting that one of the three — Rep. Michael Sylvia — supports having New Hampshire secede from the 
United States. But Sununu said he doesn’t consider them representatives of either the Free State move-
ment or the Republican Party.

“I don’t have any problem with Free Staters,” he said. “These are not Free Staters.”
Sununu also rejected the notion that the rise of the Free State movement poses a long-term problem 

for his political career or his party, saying voters will reject the most extreme candidates.
“Voters are very smart,” he said. “When they see that kind of extremism, they tend to move it along on 

both the Republican side and the Democrat side.”
Sununu’s involvement in the Gunstock dispute could signal a turning point, said political consultant Scott 

Spradling.
“There was, I think, a fine line between Republicans and Free Staters. Now there’s a battle line,” he said. 

“Gunstock could very well be a high watermark, putting warning lights around the Free State movement 
for New Hampshire voters who are now going to associate their identity with this controversy.”

Either side could make the other’s lives politically miserable, Spradling said. But Sununu has credibility 
and popularity on his side.

“Long term, I would put my money on the establishment right, on the Sununu side of the aisle, because 
his politics appeals to a far broader audience,” Spradling said.

Sununu, who surprised political watchers by seeking reelection instead of running for U.S. Senate, faces 
five largely unknown opponents in the Sept. 13 primary, and polls show him with a wide lead over the 
Democratic candidate, state Sen. Tom Sherman. Even Rep. Norm Silber, one of the lawmakers Sununu 
wants ousted, expects Sununu to be reelected and will vote for him again if he is the nominee. But he 
contends that it’s Sununu who has strayed from the GOP.

“Running as a Republican with a long family history of supporting the Republican Party, I thought for sure 
that he would be a real Republican,” Silber said. “And he has, in my view, pandered to non-Republicans 
in an effort to build a base of support.”

Silber said he is not a Free Stater, but he’s being called one by Democrats hoping to flip seats in Novem-
ber by painting all Republicans with a Free State brush. The ski area controversy has spurred the creation 
of a political action committee to back candidates from both parties to defeat the “extremist Free State 
agenda” in Belknap County.

“People on the left, or people who don’t like fiscally conservative Republicans, have a tendency to refer 
to people they don’t like as Free Staters,” he said.

Carla Gericke, past president of the Free State Project, agreed.
“When there’s something positive, people laud that, but on the flip side, we’ve also become the boogey-

man whenever it’s convenient,” she said. “We’re at the stage where we are successful enough that we’re 
just being used as a pawn between the two parties. And we just do our own thing.”

Army program gives poor-performing recruits a second chance
By LOLITA C. BALDOR Associated Press
FORT JACKSON, S.C. (AP) — Chaz Andrews has wanted to join the Army since he was 19, but he has 

failed the service’s academic test more than 10 times over the past decade.
Now, at age 29, Andrews thinks he has a real shot to pass, thanks to a new Army program that gives 

lower-performing recruits up to 90 days of academic or fitness instruction to help them meet military 
standards.

“I didn’t want to give up on it,” he said during a recent break in his classroom schedule at Fort Jackson, 
where he is one of more than 300 recruits who have been allowed to enlist in the new Army prep course. 
And if Andrews, who is from Brooklyn, New York, is able to raise his test score, he will be allowed to 
continue on to basic training.

The program, which began in early August, is one way the Army is hoping to fill the ranks as it struggles 
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with recruiting efforts that are expected to fall dramatically short of the goals this year. Army officials have 
described the situation as dire, with some predicting the service may fall 10,000 to 15,000 soldiers short 
of its recruiting target on Oct. 1 , or as much as 18% to 25%.

Military officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the totals are preliminary and could 
change, said the initial recruiting goal was as much as 60,000 this year, but more realistic expectations 
later put it at about 55,000. With one month to go, officials are predicting they will come in about 45,000, 
though it could get better if there is a surge at the end.

Gen. James McConville, the Army chief, traveled to Fort Jackson on Friday for a firsthand look at the pilot 
program. He and others have acknowledged the recruiting problems and say they are due to a confluence 
of events and conditions.

The coronavirus pandemic kept recruiters out of schools, fairs and other public events, limiting their in-
person contact with students.

Unemployment has been low, other corporate jobs pay well and offer good benefits, and according to 
estimates, just 23% of young people ages 17 to 24 are physically, mentally and morally qualified to serve 
without receiving some type of waiver. Moral behavior issues include drug use, gang ties or a criminal 
record.

Those academic and physical fitness requirements are the ones the prep course will address.
“We have some young men and women that want to serve, that have some challenges on the academic 

and physical side here. And what we want to do is give them that opportunity,” McConville said. He added 
that the Army will not reduce standards to get more recruits into the service, but will do more to help 
soldiers make the grade.

Inside the classroom, about 30 recruits in Army fatigues are in their first week of the initial three-week 
session. On the board, “TAXES” is scrawled in large letters, and students are going through math prob-
lems tied to the 6% sales tax. Down the hall, others are tackling rates of speed, calculating how long it 
will take to travel certain distances.

Other classes focus on reading comprehension and vocabulary. Students get study breaks and personal 
time. Recruits who failed the fitness standard get classes on nutrition, exercise, physical therapy, sleep 
habits and other health skills leading to safe and healthy weight loss.

The fitness training is for recruits who are between 2% and 6% over the body fat standards for their age 
and gender. The Army routinely allows recruits to go to basic training if they are up to 2% over because 
they will automatically lose weight and gain muscle during basic training.

The instructors — some former drill sergeants — are in uniform but wear casual ball caps and have toned 
down their normal cadence. Noting that the sergeants can often be a bit abrasive, commanders said they 
instead looked for those who can be mature instructors with good temperaments and communication skills.

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Tenorio, who was a drill sergeant and is now an instructor, said it’s less screaming 
and directing, and more speaking and teaching.

But this is still the Army.
So students’ days start around 5 a.m. and physical training is first on the schedule. They also are learn-

ing how to wear their new uniforms, how to march, and how to figure out ranks and other basics of Army 
culture. And they are learning to live with less social media time — they get to have their phones only 
certain parts of the day, not during classes or at night.

Every week they are tested. And every three weeks they can move into basic training if they successfully 
pass the military’s academic test — which is called the Armed Services Voluntary Aptitude Battery — or if 
they meet the physical standards. They can stay in the program and keep testing for up to 90 days, but 
have to leave the Army if they don’t pass by then.

Brig. Gen. Patrick Michaelis, the base commander, said many struggle with test-taking skills. The prep 
course, he said, doesn’t teach answers to the test, instead it focuses on improving their testing skills.

Outside the classroom building, 2nd Lt. William Paschall, a math instructor, said he’s seen progress. At 
the start of the week, he asked how many understood a problem on the board and few hands went up. 
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At the end of the week, nearly all raised their hands.

So far the success rate has been high. In the academic program, 75% of the 333 students tested so 
far improved at least one category, which can allow them to move on to basic training. In the fitness 
program, 73 of the 152 students who began the program have already met the goal and been able to 
move to basic training.

A dozen students met with McConville, telling him their individual stories. Most said they’ve been trying 
to get into the Army for a couple years, but were stalled by the academic test. “This is giving me a second 
chance,” said one. Others talked about looking for a better life and a good job and, as one said, “my final 
opportunity to get out of the town I lived in.”

Daysia Holiday, 23, said her goal is to become a Green Beret. She’s taken the academic test and failed 
three times in the past two years, and sees this as her best chance. Holiday, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
said many of her peers didn’t make it out of high school, with some “dead or in jail,” and she wants to set 
an example for her five younger siblings.

Over time, McConville said he expects the program will expand. Commanders say they believe they can 
put up to 10,000 through the classes, and it could be set up at three other Army training bases. Other 
changes could broaden the course so that those who fail both the physical fitness requirements and the 
scholastic test might be able to get in. Right now, recruits have to meet standards in one of the two.

One week into the course, Andrews is optimistic. “I’ve been trying to do this since I was 19,” he said.
Will he succeed? “Yea, most definitely,” he said. “It’s very helpful.”

Coming to a theater near you: $3 movie tickets for one day
By JAKE COYLE AP Film Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — For one day, movie tickets will be just $3 in the vast majority of American theaters as 

part of a newly launched “National Cinema Day” to lure moviegoers during a quiet spell at the box office.
The Cinema Foundation, a non-profit arm of the National Association of Theater Owners, on Sunday 

announced that Sept. 3 will be a nationwide discount day in more than 3,000 theaters and on more than 
30,000 screens. Major chains, including AMC and Regal Cinemas, are participating, as are all major film 
studios. In participating theaters, tickets will be no more than $3 for every showing, in every format.

Labor Day weekend is traditionally one of the slowest weekends in theaters. This year, the August lull 
has been especially acute for exhibitors. Cineworld, which owns Regal Cinemas, cited the scant supply of 
major new releases in its recent plans to fill for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.

But, if successful, National Cinema Day could flood theaters with moviegoers and potentially prompt 
them to return in the fall. Before each showing, ticket buyers will be shown a sizzle reel of upcoming films 
from A24, Amazon Studios, Disney, Focus Features, Lionsgate, Neon, Paramount, Sony Pictures Classics, 
Sony, United Artists Releasing, Universal, and Warner Bros.

“After this summer’s record-breaking return to cinemas, we wanted to do something to celebrate movie-
going,” said Jackie Brenneman, Cinema Foundation president, in a statement. “We’re doing it by offering 
a ‘thank you’ to the moviegoers that made this summer happen, and by offering an extra enticement for 
those who haven’t made it back yet.”

After more than two years of pandemic, movie theaters rebounded significantly over the summer, seeing 
business return to nearly pre-pandemic levels. Films like “Top Gun: Maverick,””Minions: Rise of Gru,””Doctor 
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” and “Jurassic World Dominion” pushed the domestic summer box 
office to $3.3 billion in ticket sales as of Aug. 21, according to data firm Comscore. That trails 2019 totals 
by about 20% but exhibitors have had about 30% fewer wide releases this year.

Organizers of National Cinema Day described the event as a trial that could become an annual fixture. 
While some other countries have experimented with a similar day of cheap movie tickets, the initiative is 
the first of its kind on such a large scale in the U.S.
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Today in History: August 29, Katrina strikes Louisiana

By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Monday, Aug. 29, the 241st day of 2022. There are 124 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Aug. 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast near Buras, Louisiana, bringing floods that dev-

astated New Orleans. More than 1,800 people in the region died.
On this date:
In 1632, English philosopher John Locke was born in Somerset.
In 1814, during the War of 1812, Alexandria, Virginia, formally surrendered to British military forces, which 

occupied the city until September 3.
In 1862, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing began operations at the United States Treasury.
In 1944, 15,000 American troops of the 28th Infantry Division marched down the Champs Elysees (shahms 

ay-lee-ZAY’) in Paris as the French capital continued to celebrate its liberation from the Nazis.
In 1957, the Senate gave final congressional approval to a Civil Rights Act after South Carolina Sen. Strom 

Thurmond (then a Democrat) ended a filibuster that had lasted 24 hours.
In 1958, pop superstar Michael Jackson was born in Gary, Indiana.
In 1966, the Beatles concluded their fourth American tour with their last public concert, held at Candle-

stick Park in San Francisco.
In 2008, Republican presidential nominee John McCain picked Sarah Palin, a maverick conservative who 

had been governor of Alaska for less than two years, to be his running mate.
In 2009, funeral services were held in Boston for Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, who was eulogized by Presi-

dent Barack Obama; hours later, Kennedy’s remains were buried at Arlington National Cemetery outside 
Washington.

In 2013, in a sweeping new policy statement, the Justice Department said it would not stand in the way 
of states that wanted to legalize, tax and regulate marijuana as long as there were effective controls to 
keep marijuana away from kids, the black market and federal property.

In 2018, Sen. John McCain was remembered as a “true American hero” at a crowded service at the 
North Phoenix Baptist Church after a motorcade carried McCain’s body from the state Capitol. Kanye West 
apologized on a Chicago radio station (WGCI) for calling slavery a “choice.”

In 2019, President Donald Trump said the United States planned to withdraw more than 5,000 troops 
from Afghanistan, and would then determine future drawdowns.

Ten years ago: Seizing the Republican National Convention spotlight in Tampa, Florida, vice presidential 
candidate Paul Ryan promised Mitt Romney would “not duck the tough issues” if he were to win the White 
House and that their party would move forcefully to solve the nation’s economic woes. Hurricane Isaac 
sidestepped New Orleans, sending the worst of its howling wind and heavy rain into a cluster of rural 
fishing villages.

Five years ago: North Korea flew a ballistic missile designed to carry a nuclear payload over Japan, likely 
the country’s longest-ever launch; President Donald Trump said “all options” were on the table for a U.S. 
response. Federal and local agencies said they had lifted more than 13,000 people out of the floodwaters 
from Hurricane Harvey in the Houston area and surrounding cities and counties. Comedian Kathy Griffin 
retracted her apology for posing with what appeared to be the severed head of President Donald Trump, 
saying the anger against her was overblown.

One year ago: Hurricane Ida blasted ashore in Louisiana as one of the most powerful storms ever to hit 
the U.S., knocking out power to all of New Orleans, blowing roofs off buildings and reversing the flow of 
the Mississippi River; more than 1 million homes and businesses in Louisiana and Mississippi, including all 
of New Orleans, were left without power. The U.S. military carried out a drone strike in the Afghan capital 
that the Pentagon initially said had killed an Islamic State fighter; an investigation found that 10 Afghan 
civilians, including seven children, were killed, and that the vehicle was not a valid threat. President Joe 
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Biden stood witness with grieving families at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware as the remains of 13 U.S. 
troops killed in a suicide bombing in Afghanistan returned home. Ed Asner, the burly and prolific character 
actor best known as newsman Lou Grant on “The Mary Tyler Moore Show” and then in a spinoff drama, 
died at 91.

Today’s Birthdays: Movie director William Friedkin is 87. Actor Elliott Gould is 84. Actor Deborah Van 
Valkenburgh is 70. Former Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew is 67. Dancer-choreographer Mark Morris is 66. 
Country musician Dan Truman (Diamond Rio) is 66. Actor Rebecca DeMornay is 63. Supreme Court Justice 
Neil Gorsuch (GOR’-suhch) is 55. Singer Me’Shell NdegeOcello (n-DAY’-gay-OH’-chehl-oh) is 54. Actor Carla 
Gugino is 51. Rock musician Kyle Cook (Matchbox Twenty) is 47. Actor John Hensley is 45. Actor Kate Simses 
is 43. Rapper A+ is 40. Actor Jennifer Landon is 39. Actor Jeffrey Licon is 37. Actor-singer Lea Michele is 
36. Actor Charlotte Ritchie is 33. Actor Nicole Gale Anderson is 32. MLB pitcher Noah Syndergaard (SIHN’-
dur-gahrd) is 30. Rock singer Liam Payne (One Direction) is 29.


