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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Tues., Aug. 23
Senior Menu: BBQ chicken breast, rosemary red 

potatoes, coleslaw, fruit cocktail, whole wheat bread.
8 a.m.: Faculty In-Service
10 a.m.: NEC Golf at Sisseton
7 p.m.: City Council Meeting
The Pantry open at the Groton Community Center, 

4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Wed., Aug. 24 - First Day of School
School Breakfast: Breakfast, Eggs, Breakfast Po-

tatoes
School Lunch: Nachos
Senior Menu: Sloppy Joe on bun, oven roasted po-

tatoes, mixed vegetables, crunchy cranberry salad.

Thurs., Aug. 25
School Breakfast: Stuffed Bagels
School Lunch: Chicken Sandwich, Fries
Senior Menu: Scalloped potatoes and ham, peas, 

mandarin orange salad, whole wheat bread.
6 p.m.: Volleyball at Hamlin (JV/V)

Fri., Aug. 26
School Breakfast: Biscuits and Gravy

School Lunch: Pizza Cruncher, Green Beans
Senior Menu: Roast beef, potatoes/carrots/onions, 

gravy, fruit, whole wheat bread.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Redfield

Sat., Aug. 27
SEAS Confession: 3:45-4:15 p.m., SEAS Mass: 

4:30 p.m.
10 a.m.: 3/4 and 5/6 football at Sisseton
1 p.m.: Girls soccer hosts Vermillion

Sun., Aug. 28 
Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m., SEAS 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 10:30-10:45 
a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran: Bible Study 8:00 am. Worship 
(St. John’s 9:00 am, Zion 11:00 am)

Emmanuel: 9 am Worship, 1-4pm 9th grade Con-
firmation Retreat

Methodist: 8:30am Conde Worship, 9:30am Coffee 
Hour. 10:30am Groton Worship

1- Upcoming Events
2- Thrift Shop Ready for Donations
3- City Council Agenda
4- Weather Pages
8- Daily Devotional
9- 2022 Community Events
10- Subscription Form
11- News from the Associated Press
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Thrift Shop Ready for Donations
The Groton Thrift Shop, located at the former City Hall at 209 

N Main, is now ready for donations. Volunteers have been busy 
getting the location ready for business. Items can be dropped 
off at the store. The proceeds from the Thrift Shop will help 
fund The Pantry, located at the Groton Community Center. (Photo 

by Topper Tastad)
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Groton City Council Meeting Agenda

August 23, 2022 – 7:00pm
City Hall – 120 N Main Street 

(IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CALL IN TO THIS MEETING, PLEASE MAKE PRIOR ARRANGE-
MENTS TO DO SO BY CALLING CITY HALL 605-397-8422)

1. Public Comments - pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1
(Public Comments will offer the opportunity for anyone not listed on the agenda to speak to the council. 

Speaking time will be limited to 3 minutes. No action will be taken on questions or items not on the agenda.) 

2. Minutes

3. Bills

4. July Finance Report

5. First Reading of Ordinance #761 – Water Rates

6. Approval of 6% Cost of Living Wage Increase for All Full-Time City Employees, Excluding Electric 
Superintendent

7. End of 6 Month Probationary Period for Finance Officer

8. Executive session personnel & legal 1-25-2 (1) & (3)

9. Adjournment 
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Late afternoon and evening showers and thunderstorms are again possible today and also on Wednes-
day, otherwise expect partly cloudy skies. #sdwx #mnwx
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 86.0 °F at 4:15 PM
Low Temp: 62.5 °F at 5:45 AM
Wind: 13 mph at 2:45 PM
Precip: : 0.00

Day length: 13 hours, 46 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 106 in 2003  
Record Low: 39 in 1987
Average High: 82°F
Average Low: 55°F
Average Precip in Aug.: 1.67
Precip to date in Aug.: 1.04
Average Precip to date: 15.77
Precip Year to Date: 15.58
Sunset Tonight: 8:28:07 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:43:01 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
August 23, 1960: Lightning and damaging winds caused damage to occur from Hand and Sanborn Coun-

ties to Marshall and Roberts Counties. A small airplane was destroyed, and the high winds broke windows 
in Miller. Also, roofs, TV antenna, utility lines, and trees were damaged in Kingsbury and Marshall Counties.

August 23, 1998: Winds gusting to 65 mph in and around Milbank, in Grant County, took the roof off a 
mobile home and wrapped it around a utility pole. The people inside the mobile home were uninjured. 
The Summit Dairy Barn had sustained significant damage.  The high winds also blew a shed and a large 
tennis court fence down. Several trees along with many large tree branches were down all over town. 
Strong winds were also reported in Day and Roberts Counties.  Winds of 60 mph also downed many tree 
branches north of Watertown.

1724: An event is known as the “Great Gust of 1724” occurred on this day. Almost all tobacco and much 
of the corn crops were destroyed by this violent tropical storm, which struck the Chesapeake Bay. Intense 
floods of rain and a huge gust of wind were seen on the James River. Some homes were wrecked, and 
several vessels were driven ashore. The storm was likely followed by a second hurricane just five days 
later causing rain for many straight days that caused the Virginia floods of 1724.

1906 - Thunderstorms deluged Kansas City, MO, with six inches of rain during the early morning, includ-
ing nearly three inches in thirty minutes. (The Kansas City Weather Almanac)

1921 - Denver, CO, was drenched with 2.20 inches of rain in one hour, a record for that location. (The 
Weather Channel)

1933: A hurricane made landfall near Nags Head, North Carolina and tracked up the Chesapeake Bay. 
The Chesapeake-Potomac hurricane moved over Norfolk, Virginia, and Washington, DC. A seven-foot tide 
flooded businesses in Norfolk, Virginia. Described in the American Meteorological Society’s August 1933 
weather review as “one of the most severe storms that have ever visited the Middle Atlantic Coast.” 

1970 - Dry thunderstorms ignited more than one hundred fires in the Wenatchee and Okanogan National 
Forests of Washington State. Hot, dry, and windy weather spread the fires, a few of which burned out of 
control through the end of the month. More than 100,000 acres burned. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - A cold front brought autumn-like weather to the Northern and Central Plains Region. Afternoon 
highs were in the 50s and 60s across parts of Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska that just two days earlier 
were in the 90s or above 100 degrees. Thunderstorms produced locally heavy rain in New Mexico, Texas, 
Oklahoma and Arkansas. (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Thunderstorms produced hail an inch in diameter, wind gusts to 64 mph, and 2.62 inches of rain 
at Tucson AZ resulting in three million dollars damage. Cool weather prevailed in the northeastern U.S. 
Hartford CT reported a record low of 42 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Thunderstorms produced heavy rain with flash flooding in West Virginia. Pickens, WV, reported 
4.80 inches of rain in 24 hours. Evening thunderstorms in Mississippi deluged Alta Woods with 4.25 inches 
of rain in less than an hour. Thunderstorms also produced heavy rain in southeastern Kentucky, and flood-
ing was reported along Big Creek and along Stinking Creek. The Stinking Creek volunteer fire department 
reported water levels 12 to 14 feet above bankfull. Fort Worth TX hit the 100 degree mark for the first 
time all year. Strong winds ushering cool air into northwest Utah gusted to 70 mph, raising clouds of dust 
in the salt flats. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1992: While South Florida residents were preparing for Hurricane Andrew, folks in western Montana were 
dealing with early season snowfall. Some snowfall amounts include 8.3” in Great Falls, 6.2” in Helena, and 
5.1” in Cut Bank. This snowfall is the first significant snowfall on record in western Montana in August.

2005: Hurricane Katrina formed from Tropical Depression Twelve over the southeastern Bahamas. Katrina 
would become the costliest ($81.2 billion) and one of the most deadly hurricanes (1,836 lives) in U.S. history.
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The Course of a Lifetime
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 24:2, 13-16 (NIV)
2 Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all the years of Jehoiada the priest. 13 The men in 

charge of the work were diligent, and the repairs progressed under them. They rebuilt the temple of God 
according to its original design and reinforced it. 14 When they had finished, they brought the rest of the 
money to the king and Jehoiada, and with it were made..

Insight By: Monica La Rose
In the traditional Jewish order of Scripture, 1–2 Chronicles are placed as the last books of the Hebrew 

Bible—functioning as a summary of the Old Testament. First Chronicles begins with Adam (1:1) and 2 
Chronicles concludes with Israel’s return from exile (36:22–23).

First and Second Chronicles retell much of the same history found in the books of Samuel and Kings 
but with a different focus. The Chronicles seek to give the returned exiles hope for the future by point-
ing to a coming Messiah through David’s line and restored worship in the temple. To inspire faithfulness 
to God and Scripture, the books of Chronicles also offer many character studies of both faithfulness and 
unfaithfulness. In 2 Chronicles 24, the high priest Jehoiada is a model of faithfulness, while King Joash was 
faithful only during Jehoiada’s lifetime, later persuaded by other officials to return to idolatry (vv. 17–18)..

Comment 
“There are different questions a young artist can ask,” says singer-songwriter Linford Detweiler of 

eclectic folk duo Over the Rhine. “One is, ‘What must I do to be famous?’ ” Detweiler warns that such a 
goal “swings the door open to all manner of destructive forces from both within and without.” He and his 
wife have instead chosen a less flashy musical road in which they “continue to grow over the course of 
an entire lifetime.”

The name Jehoiada isn’t readily recognized, yet it’s synonymous with a lifetime of dedication to God. 
He served as priest during the reign of King Joash, who for the most part ruled well—thanks to Jehoiada.

When Joash was just seven years old, Jehoiada had been the catalyst in installing him as rightful king (2 
Kings 11:1–16). But this was no power grab. At Joash’s coronation, Jehoiada “made a covenant between 
the Lord and the king and people that they would be the Lord’s people” (v. 17). He kept his word, imple-
menting badly needed reforms. “As long as Jehoiada lived, burnt offerings were presented continually in 
the temple of the Lord” (2 Chronicles 24:14). For his dedication, Jehoiada “was buried with the kings in 
the City of David” (v. 16).

Eugene Peterson calls such a God-focused life “a long obedience in the same direction.” Ironically, it’s 
such obedience that stands out in a world bent on fame, power, and self-fulfillment.

Reflect and Prayer: How would you describe the direction of your life to this point? What changes 
might you want to ask God to help you make?

Dear God, help me pursue You and Your wisdom for my life instead of the fleeting things I’ve been seeking.
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2022-23 Community Events

07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/11/2022: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th 

of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White .................$48.99/year
❏ Colored .......................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 6 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months ............................... $42.60
❏ 12 Months ............................. $53.25

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Monday:
Lotto America
16-22-34-48-52, Star Ball: 8, ASB: 3
(sixteen, twenty-two, thirty-four, forty-eight, fifty-two; Star Ball: eight; ASB: three)
Estimated jackpot: $20,000,000
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 116,000,000
Powerball
12-27-34-55-67, Powerball: 9, Power Play: 2
(twelve, twenty-seven, thirty-four, fifty-five, sixty-seven; Powerball: nine; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $100,000,000

Board: SD Gov. Kristi Noem may have ‘engaged in misconduct’
By STEPHEN GROVES Associated Press
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A South Dakota ethics board on Monday said it found sufficient information 

that Gov. Kristi Noem may have “engaged in misconduct” when she intervened in her daughter’s applica-
tion for a real estate appraiser license, and it referred a separate complaint over her state airplane use to 
the state’s attorney general for investigation.

The three retired judges on the Government Accountability Board determined that “appropriate action” 
could be taken against Noem for her role in her daughter’s appraiser licensure, though it didn’t specify 
the action.

The board’s moves potentially escalate the ramifications of investigations into Noem. The Republican 
governor faces reelection this year and has also positioned herself as an aspirant to the White House in 
2024. She is under scrutiny from the board after Jason Ravnsborg, the state’s former Republican attorney 
general, filed complaints that stemmed from media reports on Noem’s actions in office. She has denied 
any wrongdoing.

After meeting in a closed-door session for one hour Monday, the board voted unanimously to invoke pro-
cedures that allow for a contested case hearing to give Noem a chance to publicly defend herself against 
allegations of “misconduct” related to “conflicts of interest” and “malfeasance.” The board also dismissed 
Ravnsborg’s allegations that Noem misused state funds in the episode.

However, the retired judges left it unclear how they will proceed. Lori Wilbur, the board chair, said the 
complaint was “partially dismissed and partially closed,” but added that the complaint could be reopened. 
She declined to discuss what would cause the board to reopen the complaint.

The board can issue a public or private reprimand or direct an official to do community service. It can 
also make recommendations to the governor — though that option seems unlikely since the complaints 
are leveled against Noem.

The AP first reported that the governor took a hands-on role in a state agency soon after it had moved 
to deny her daughter’s application for an appraiser license in 2020. Noem had called a meeting with her 
daughter, the labor secretary and the then-director of the appraiser certification program where a plan 
was discussed to give the governor’s daughter, Kassidy Peters, another chance to show she could meet 
federal standards in her appraiser work.

The complaints are proving to be the first major test of the board, which was launched in 2017 in re-
sponse to several scandals in state government. It has never taken public action against a state official.

Noem later Monday struck back at the board of retired judges. A spokesman for her campaign, Ian Fury, 

News from the
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said that the board’s action “did not follow state law or precedent.”

“They have yet to point to one single statute the governor has violated in either of these complaints,” 
he said in a statement.

The retired judges also referred a complaint that Noem flew on state-owned airplanes to political events 
to the state attorney general’s office for further investigation. That puts the investigation under the over-
sight of the interim attorney general, Mark Vargo, who was appointed by Noem.

When asked whether he would recuse himself from the investigation, Vargo said in a statement: “Based 
on the fact that this just happened, no decision has been made.”

“We will be diligent in our duty and thoroughly investigate the complaint that the Government Ac-
countability Board has presented to the Attorney General’s Office,” he said in an earlier statement. “The 
investigation, as with all other investigations, will remain confidential as does the complaint that has been 
presented to us. We have no other comment at this time.”

The board handled the complaints only by case number and did not refer to Noem directly in either case. 
Ravnsborg provided the case numbers to The Associated Press.

“Knowing what I know as the complainant, Gov. Noem should be fully investigated for her abuse of 
power in getting her daughter an appraiser license, and Gov. Noem should be prosecuted for her criminal 
use of state resources for personal gain,” he said in a statement.

The board plans to publicly release the complaint over the appraiser license for Noem after redacting 
some sections. It did not give a date for when that will happen.

Noem and Ravnsborg have become political enemies since he fatally struck a pedestrian in 2020. Noem 
pushed hard for him to be removed from office, and the state Senate convicted him on impeachment 
charges and removed him as attorney general. He had continued to press the complaints as a private citizen.

Fury, Noem’s spokesman, charged that Ravnsborg’s complaints “are all political and filed by a disgraced 
former attorney general who literally killed a man, lied about it, and tried to cover it up. Gov. Noem was 
the first to call him out for this, and he filed these complaints in retaliation.”

He also repeated Noem’s defense that she followed the law in handling her daughter’s licensure and that 
Peters received no special treatment.

Noem’s office has said the plan for Peters to get another chance was already in the works before the 
meeting, but the agency’s director, Sherry Bren, told a legislative committee last year that she felt “intimi-
dated” during the meeting at the governor’s mansion where Peters’ unsuccessful application was discussed 
in detail. A Republican-controlled legislative committee that probed the episode concluded that Peters 
received special treatment.

Bren was also pressured to retire later in 2020 and eventually received a $200,000 settlement to withdraw 
an age discrimination complaint.

The former attorney general’s other complaint was sparked after online news website Raw Story found 
that Noem in 2019 used a state airplane to travel to events hosted by political organizations such as the 
National Rifle Association and the Republican Jewish Coalition, even though South Dakota law bars state 
airplanes from being used for anything other than state business.

Noem has said she was traveling to the events as an ambassador for the state.

First homicide victim in Sioux Falls in 2022 identified
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The first homicide victim of the year in South Dakota’s largest city has been 

identified as a local man.
According to police and family members, Tunis Sando Lomax, 36, was the victim who was fatally shot 

this weekend in Sioux Falls.
Police spokesman Sam Clemens said Monday no arrests have been made in Lomax’s death.
Clemens said officers responded to a report of a gunshot about 2 a.m. Saturday on the east side of the 

city.
Police found Lomax at the scene suffering from what they believed to be a single gunshot wound. He 
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was taken to the hospital where he later died. Clemens said one shell casing was recovered.

At a vigil Sunday night in Sioux Falls, Lomax’s family remembered him as a loving and caring husband, 
father, brother and friend, KELO-TV reported.

“Everybody that’s been coming over, they always say the same thing. ‘Oh, he’s so good. He’s so nice.’ 
He’s always ready to help, always. He’s a very, very friendly person. All the people he come across, they 
like him. Whoever that is involved with this, we need justice,” the victim’s wife, Cynthia Lomax, said.

Now the family wants answers.
“We know that he’s not going to come back anymore in our life. We need justice,” the victim’s sister, 

Victoria Lomax Cole, said.

State officials say officer justified in fatal shooting
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota authorities say a Sioux Falls officer was justified in shooting 

and killing a man last month who fired a gun at a police drone during a standoff.
The South Dakota Attorney General’s office and the state Division of Criminal Investigation reviewed the 

July 3 shooting of 57-year-old Glenn Nisich after it happened.
The Sioux Falls Argus Leader reports that officials said officers were trying to arrest Nisich and serve 

a search warrant in connection with a fatal shooting at a rural Minnehaha County home that happened 
one day earlier when the standoff happened. Police were negotiating with him before he fired toward the 
drone, the marksmen’s area and occupied homes. A SWAT team member fired twice in response, hitting 
Nisich once and killing him.

Attorney General Mark Vargo said in a statement Friday that police “exhausted every reasonable option 
to safely bring Nisich into custody on his warrant before his statements and actions made it clear that 
deadly force was required.”

In addition to the 63-year-old man who died after the shooting Nisich was a suspect in, a second man 
was also seriously hurt.

Malaysia top court upholds ex-PM Najib’s graft conviction
By EILEEN NG Associated Press
PUTRAJAYA, Malaysia (AP) — Malaysian ex-Prime Minister Najib Razak lost his final appeal on Tuesday 

in a graft case linked to the looting of the 1MDB state fund, with the top court unanimously upholding his 
conviction and 12-year prison sentence.

The loss means Najib will have to begin serving his sentence immediately, becoming the first former 
prime minister to be jailed. He left the courthouse after the verdict and was reportedly taken to prison.

The five-member Federal Court panel said it found the High Court judge was right in his judgment and 
that Najib’s appeal was “devoid of any merits.”

“This is a simple and straightforward case of abuse of power, criminal breach of trust and money laun-
dering,” said Chief Justice Maimun Tuan Mat, who read out the verdict.

“We are unable to conclude that any of the findings of the High Court, as affirmed by the Court of Ap-
peal, were perverse or plainly wrong so as to warrant appellate intervention. We agree that the defense 
is so inherently inconsistent and incredible that it does not raise a reasonable doubt on the prosecution 
case,” she said.

The court ordered Najib to begin his time behind bars. He also must pay a 210 million ringgit ($47 mil-
lion) fine.

1MDB was a development fund that Najib set up shortly after taking power in 2009. Investigators allege 
at least $4.5 billion was stolen from the fund and laundered by Najib’s associates. Najib was found guilty 
in 2020 of abuse of power, criminal breach of trust and money laundering for illegally receiving $9.4 million 
from SRC International, a former unit of 1MDB.

Najib, 69, has maintained he is innocent and had been out on bail pending his appeals. Just before the 
court delivered its verdict, he stood up in the dock to make a statement protesting the top court’s series 
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of refusals last week to postpone the appeal hearings.

Najib said he felt he was “unfairly treated” and that his case has been rushed through. He pointed out 
that a leaked verdict by the Federal Court had been posted on a website and said if this was true, it would 
be the a “judicial misconduct of the highest order.”

But Maimun said the appeal hearings had ended because Najib’s newly appointed lawyers refused to 
make any new arguments in protest of not being given more time to prepare.

Najib appeared in shock after the verdict was read. He was immediately surrounded by his family and 
supporters.

“This is a historic moment for Malaysia, where the most senior leader has actually now faced an unprec-
edented moment of political accountability,” said Bridget Welsh, a Southeast Asian expert at Malaysia’s 
Nottingham University. “For this decision, which is the first of many cases involving this particular scandal, 
to move in this particular direction really is a testimony to the rule of law in Malaysia, and the strengthen-
ing of the demands for the rule of law in Malaysia.”

Earlier Tuesday, Najib sought to remove Maimun from the case, citing possible bias because her husband 
had made a negative Facebook posting about Najib’s leadership shortly after his ouster in 2018 general 
elections. But the judges dismissed Najib’s application.

The Federal Court last week also dismissed a bid by Najib to seek a retrial on grounds of bias by the 
High Court judge, and refused to postpone the appeal to give his new lawyers more time to prepare. The 
court also denied a request by Najib’s new lawyer to withdraw from the case.

Maimun, Malaysia’s first female chief justice who was appointed in 2019, has come under attack on social 
media from Najib’s supporters. Police arrested a man over the weekend in connection with death threats 
made against Maimun. Hundreds of Najib’s supporters gathered outside the court in a show of support.

The prison term will cement Najib’s fall from grace. The British-educated Najib was born into Malaysia’s 
political elite. His father was the country’s second prime minister and his uncle was the third.

He was thrust into politics in 1976 after his father died, becoming Malaysia’s youngest lawmaker at age 
22, and the youngest ever deputy minister two years later. He became prime minister in 2009 as a re-
former but his term was tainted by the 1MDB scandal that sparked investigations in the U.S. and several 
other countries and caused his government’s downfall.

Najib faces a total of 42 charges in five separate trials linked to 1MDB, and his wife is also on trial on 
corruption charges.

Najib, who has a strong social media following, remains politically influential. His United Malays National 
Organization leads the current government after defections of lawmakers caused the collapse of the re-
formist government that won the 2018 polls.

Six months on, Ukraine fights war, faces painful aftermath
By EVGENIY MALOLETKA and DEREK GATOPOULOS Associated Press
CHERNIHIV, Ukraine (AP) — Danyk Rak enjoys riding his bike, playing soccer and quiet moments with 

the family’s short-legged dog and two white cats, Pushuna and Lizun.
But at age 12, his childhood has been abruptly cut short. His family’s home was destroyed and his mother 

seriously wounded as Russian forces bombarded Kyiv’s suburbs and surrounding towns in a failed effort 
to seize the capital.

Six months after Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine, and with no end to the conflict in sight, The 
Associated Press revisited Danyk as well as a police officer and an Orthodox priest whose lives have been 
upended by war.

“I WANT TO BE AN AIR FORCE PILOT”
Tears come to Danyk’s eyes as his mother, Luda, recalls being pulled from the rubble, covered in blood, 

after shrapnel tore through her body and smashed her right foot.
Twenty-two weeks after she was wounded, she’s still waiting to have her foot amputated and to be fitted 

with a prosthetic. She keeps the piece of shrapnel surgeons removed during one of her many operations.
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Danyk lives with his mother and grandmother in a house near Chernihiv, a town 140 kilometers (nearly 

90 miles) north of Kyiv, where a piece of tarp covers the broken bedroom windows. He sells milk from the 
family’s cow that grazes in the nearby fields. A handwritten sign wrapped in clear plastic on the front gate 
reads: “Please buy milk to help my mother who is injured.”

“My mother needs surgery and that’s why I have to help her. I have to help my grandmother too because 
she has heart problems,” Danyk said.

Before schools reopen on Sept. 1, Danyk and his grandmother have been joining volunteers several days 
a week clearing the debris from buildings damaged and destroyed in the Russian bombardment outside 
Chernihiv. On the way, he stops at his old house, most of it smashed to the foundations.

“This was my bedroom,” he says, standing next to scorched mattress springs that protrude from the 
rubble of bricks and plaster.

Polite and soft spoken, Danyk says his father and stepfather are both fighting in the Ukrainian army.
“My father is a soldier, my uncles are soldiers and my grandfather was a soldier, too. My stepfather is 

a soldier and I will be a soldier,” he says with a look of determination. “I want to be an air force pilot.”
“THIS BRIDGE WAS THE ROAD FROM HELL”
Before the Russian withdrawal from Kyiv and surrounding areas on April 2, suburbs and towns near the 

city’s airport were pounded by rockets, artillery fire and aerial bombardment in an effort to break the 
Ukrainian defenses.

Entire city blocks of apartments were blackened by the shelling in Irpin, just 20 kilometers (12 miles) 
northwest of the capital, along a route where police Lt. Ruslan Huseinov patrolled daily.

Some of the most dramatic scenes from the early stages of the war were of the evacuation from Irpin 
underneath a destroyed highway bridge, where thousands escaped the relentless attacks.

Huseinov was there for 16 days, organizing crossings where the elderly were carried along muddy path-
ways in wheelbarrows.

Reconstruction work has begun on the bridge, where mangled concrete and iron bars hang over the 
river. Clothing and shoes from those who fled can still be seen tangled in the debris.

“This bridge was the road from hell,” says Huseinov, 34, standing next to an overturned white van still 
lodged into a slab of smashed concrete.

“We got people out of (Irpin) because conditions were terrible — with bombing and shelling,” he said. 
“People were really scared because many lost their children, members of their family, their brothers and 
sisters.”

Crosses made from construction wood are still nailed to the railings of the bridge to honor those lost 
and the effort to save civilians.

“The whole world witnessed our solidarity,” says Huseinov, who grew up in Germany and says he would 
never again take the good things in life for granted.

“In my mind, everything has changed: My values in life,” he said. “Now I understand what we have to 
lose.”

“BEFORE THE WAR, IT WAS ANOTHER LIFE”
The floor of the Church of Andrew the Apostle has been re-tiled and bullet holes in the walls plastered 

over and repainted — but the horror of what happened in March lies only a few yards away.
The largest mass grave in Bucha — a town outside Kyiv that has become synonymous with the brutality 

of the Russian attack — is behind the church.
“This grave contained 116 people, including 30 women, and two children,” said Father Andriy, who has 

conducted multiple burial services for civilians found shot dead or killed by shelling, some still only identi-
fied as a number while the effort to name all of Bucha’s victims continues.

Many of the bodies were found before the Russians pulled out of the Kyiv region, Father Andriy said.
“We couldn’t bury people in the cemetery because it’s on the outskirts of the city. They left people, 

dead people, lying in the street. Dead people were found still in their cars. They were trying to leave but 
the Russians shelled them,” said Father Andriy, wearing a large cross around his neck and a dark purple 
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cassock.

“That situation lasted two weeks, and the local authorities began coming up with solutions (to help) 
relatives and loved ones. It was bad weather and wild animals were discovering the bodies. So something 
had to be done.”

He decided to carry out burial services in the church yard, many next to where the bodies had been 
discovered.

The experience , he said, has left people in the town badly shaken.
“I think that, neither myself or anyone who lives in Ukraine, who witnessed the war, can understand 

why this happened,” he said.
“Before the war, it was another life.”
“For now we are surviving on adrenaline,” he said. “But I’m worried that the aftermath will last decades. 

It will be hard to get past this and turn the page. Saying the word ‘forgive’ isn’t difficult. But to say it from 
your heart — for now , that’s not possible.”

Its largest lake is so dry, China digs deep to water crops
BEIJING (AP) — With China’s biggest freshwater lake reduced to just 25% of its usual size by a severe 

drought, work crews are digging trenches to keep water flowing to one of the country’s key rice-growing 
regions.

The dramatic decline of Poyang Lake in the landlocked southeastern province of Jiangxi had otherwise 
cut off irrigation channels to nearby farmlands. The crews, using excavators to dig trenches, only work 
after dark because of the extreme daytime heat, the official Xinhua News Agency reported.

A severe heat wave is wreaking havoc across much of southern China. High temperatures have sparked 
mountain fires that have forced the evacuation of 1,500 people in the southwest, and factories have been 
ordered to cut production as hydroelectric plants reduce their output amid drought conditions. The extreme 
heat and drought have wilted crops and shrunk rivers including the giant Yangtze, disrupting cargo traffic.

Fed by China’s major rivers, Poyang Lake averages about 3,500 square kilometers (1,400 square miles) 
in high season, but has contracted to just 737 square kilometers (285 square miles) in the recent drought.

As determined by water level, the lake officially entered this year’s dry season Aug. 6, earlier than at any 
time since records began being taken in 1951. Hydrological surveys before then are incomplete, although 
it appears the lake may be at or around its lowest level in recent history.

Along with providing water for agriculture and other uses, the lake is a major stopover for migrating 
birds heading south for the winter.

A wide swath of western and central China has seen days of temperatures exceeding 40 degrees Celsius 
(104 Fahrenheit) in heat waves that have started earlier and lasted longer than usual.

The heat is likely connected to human-caused climate change, though scientists have yet to do to the 
complex calculations and computer simulations to say that for certain.

“The heat is certainly record-breaking, and certainly aggravated by human-caused climate change,” said 
Maarten van Aalst, director of the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre in the Netherlands. “Drought is 
always a bit more complex.”

The “truly mind-boggling temperatures roasting China” are connected to a stuck jet stream — the river 
of air that moves weather systems around the world — said Jennifer Francis, a climate scientist at the 
Woodwell Climate Research Center in Falmouth, Massachusetts.

She said a an elongated area of relatively high atmospheric pressure parked over western Russia is 
responsible for both China’s and Europe’s heat waves this year. In China’s case, the high pressure is pre-
venting cool air masses and precipitation from entering the area.

“When hot, dry conditions get stuck, the soil dries out and heats more readily, reinforcing the heat dome 
overhead even further,” Francis said.

In the hard-hit city of Chongqing, some shopping malls have been told to open only from 4 to 9 p.m. to 
conserve energy. Residents have been seeking respite in the cool of air raid shelters dating from World 
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War II.

That reflects the situation in Europe and elsewhere in the Northern Hemisphere, with high temperatures 
taking a toll on public health, food production and the environment.

On eve of Ukraine’s national day, fears Russia will pounce
By PAUL BYRNE Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — On the eve of Ukraine’s independence day and the half-year mark of Russia’s 

invasion of its neighbor, there was increasing unease in the country on Tuesday that Moscow could be 
focusing on specific government and civilian targets during the holiday.

The United States reinforced those concerns when its embassy in Kyiv issued a security alert, saying it 
“has information that Russia is stepping up efforts to launch strikes against Ukraine’s civilian infrastructure 
and government facilities in the coming days.”

On Tuesday’s Ukrainian Flag Day, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy stressed defiance rather than worry 
when he raised the flag at a memorial.

“The blue and yellow flag of Ukraine will again fly where it rightfully should be. In all temporarily occu-
pied cities and villages of Ukraine,” he said, including the Crimea peninsula which has been annexed by 
Russia since 2014.

At the weekend, Zelenskyy sensed a threat coming when he said in his daily address that “we should 
be aware that this week Russia may try to do something particularly nasty, something particularly cruel.”

The U.S. warning came on the heels of Russia’s claim that Ukrainian intelligence was responsible for the 
car bombing that killed the daughter of a leading right-wing Russian political thinker over the weekend. 
Ukraine denied involvement.

Hundreds of people lined up Tuesday to pay tributes to Darya Dugina, a 29-year-old commentator with 
a nationalist Russian TV channel who died when her SUV blew up Saturday night as she was driving on 
the outskirts of Moscow.

Her father, Alexander Dugin, a philosopher and political theorist who was believed to be the target, 
ardently supports Russian President Vladimir Putin’s decision to send troops into Ukraine. “She lived for 
the sake of victory, and she died for the sake of victory. Our Russian victory, our truth,” Dugin said at a 
farewell ceremony.

The sense of dread pervading the war centers in part on Europe’s largest nuclear power plant, at Za-
porizhzhia in southeastern Ukraine, where continued shelling and fighting in the area has raised fears of 
a nuclear catastrophe.

U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres late Monday warned about the nuclear threat in general, par-
ticularly since Russia alluded to its massive nuclear arsenal early in the war.

Guterres demanded a halt to “nuclear saber-rattling” on Monday, saying the world is at a “maximum 
moment of danger” and all countries with nuclear weapons must make a commitment to “no first-use.”

That didn’t prevent shelling close to Zaporizhzhia early Tuesday. Regional governor Valentyn Reznichenko 
said Russian forces fired on nearby Marhanets and Nikopol on the right bank of the Dnieper River, continu-
ing weeks of relentless overnight shelling.

Meanwhile, the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war is also raising worries. U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said she was “concerned by reports that the Russian Federation and af-
filiated armed groups in Donetsk are planning — possibly in the coming days — to try Ukrainian prisoners 
of war.” She said it is being labeled an “international tribunal” but that due process and a fair trial would 
not be guaranteed.

Amid the death and destruction, there was one small point of light. All professional soccer was stopped 
in February, but a new league season starts Tuesday in Kyiv.

The Olympic Stadium will see the the opening-day meeting of Shakhtar Donetsk and Metalist 1925 from 
Kharkiv — teams from eastern cities that are fighting for their very existence.

No fans will be allowed in the 65,000-capacity downtown stadium for the kickoff at 1 p.m. local time, 
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and the players must be rushed to bomb shelters if air-raid sirens sound.

“The teams, the players will be proud of this event,” Shakhtar captain Taras Stepanenko said Monday in 
a telephone interview with The Associated Press.

Large section of smoldering Beirut port silos collapses
By KAREEM CHEHAYEB Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — Another significant section of the devastated Beirut Port silos collapsed on Tuesday morn-

ing in a cloud of dust. No injuries were reported — the area had been long evacuated — but the collapse 
was another painful reminder of the horrific August 2020 explosion.

The collapse left the silos’ southern part standing next to a pile of charred ruins. The northern block had 
already been slowly tipping over since the initial explosion two years ago but rapidly deteriorated after it 
caught fire over a month ago due to fermenting grains.

The 50 year old, 48 meter (157 feet) tall silos had withstood the force of the explosion on Aug. 4, 2020, 
effectively shielding the western part of Beirut from the blast that killed over 200 people, injured more 
than 6,000 and badly damaged entire neighborhoods.

Emmanuel Durand, a French civil engineer who volunteered for the government-commissioned team 
of experts, told The Associated Press that the speed of the tilt rapidly accelerated overnight on Monday, 
just hours before the collapse.

“There was a very sharp acceleration, which was expected,” Durand explained. “When this happens, 
you know it’s going to go.”

The country’s caretaker environment minister, Nasser Yassin, told Lebanese TV that the government will 
now look into how to ensure the southern block remains standing. He urged residents near the port to 
wear masks, and said experts would conduct air quality tests.

In April, the Lebanese government decided to demolish the silos, but suspended the decision following 
protests from families of the blast’s victims and survivors. They contend that the silos may contain evidence 
useful for the judicial probe, and that it should stand as a memorial for the 2020 tragedy.

In July, a fire broke out in the northern block of the silos due to the fermenting grains. Firefighters and 
Lebanese Army soldiers were unable to put it out and it smoldered for over a month. Officials had warned 
that the silo could collapse, but feared risking the lives of firefighters and soldiers who struggled to get 
too close to put out the blaze or drop containers of water from helicopters.

Survivors of the blast and residents near the port have told the AP that watching the fire from their homes 
and offices was like reliving the trauma from the port blast, which started with a fire in a warehouse near 
the silos that contained hundreds of tons of explosive ammonium nitrate, improperly stored there for years.

The environment and health ministries in late July issued instructions to residents living near the port to 
stay indoors in well-ventilated spaces.

Durand last month told the AP that the fire from the grains had sped up the speed of the tilt of the 
shredded silo and caused irreversible damage to its weak concrete foundation.

The structure has rapidly deteriorated ever since. In late July, part of the northern block collapsed for the 
first time. Days later on the second anniversary of the Beirut Port blast, roughly a fourth of the structure 
collapsed. On Sunday, the fire expanded to large sections of the silo.

Danish adoptees call for S. Korea to probe adoption issues
By KIM TONG-HYUNG Associated Press
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Dozens of South Koreans adopted by Danish parents decades ago have 

formally demanded the South Korean government investigate their adoptions, which they say were marred 
by widespread practices that falsified or obscured children’s origins.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Seoul has up to four months to decide whether to accept 
the application collectively filed Tuesday by the 53 adoptees. If it does, that could possibly trigger the 
most far-reaching inquiry into foreign adoptions in the country, which has never fully reconciled the child 
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export frenzy engineered by past military governments that ruled from the 1960s to ‘80s.

The application cites a broad range of grievances emphasizing how scores of children were carelessly or 
unnecessarily removed from their families amid loose government monitoring and a lack of due diligence.

Perhaps more crucially, the country’s special laws aimed at promoting adoptions practically allowed 
profit-driven agencies to manipulate records and bypass proper child relinquishment.

Most of the South Korean adoptees sent abroad were registered by agencies as legal orphans found 
abandoned on the streets, although they frequently had relatives who could be easily identified and found. 
This made the children more easily adoptable as agencies raced to send more kids to the West at faster 
speeds.

“None of us are orphans,” said Peter Møller, attorney and co-head of the Danish Korean Rights Group, 
as he described the group’s members who filed the application.

“(In) a lot of papers, the Korean state at the time have stamped papers that say people were found on 
the streets. If you do a little bit of math, that would mean that from the 1970s and 1980s Seoul would be 
flooded with baskets with children lying around in the streets. … Basements will be filled with lost child 
reports at police stations.”

Møller, who was adopted to Denmark in 1974, said about 50 more of the group’s members are expected 
to join the application and that he plans to come back to South Korea with their files in September.

The complaints by adoptees who filed the application include inaccurate or falsified information in adop-
tion papers that distort their biological origins, such as wrong birth names, dates or locations, or details 
about birth parents.

Some of the adoptees say they discovered that the agencies had switched their identities to replace 
other children who died or got too sick to travel to Danish parents, which made it highly difficult or often 
impossible to trace their roots.

The adoptees called for the commission to broadly investigate the alleged wrongdoings surrounding 
their adoptions, including how agencies potentially falsified records, manipulated children’s backgrounds 
and origins, and proceeded with adoptions without the proper consent of birth parents. They want the 
commission to establish whether the government should be held accountable for failing to monitor the 
agencies and confirm whether the uptick in adoptions was fueled by increasingly larger payments and 
donations from adoptive parents, which apparently motivated agencies to create their own supply.

The adoptees also called for the commission to push Holt Children’s Services and the Korea Social Ser-
vice — the two agencies that sent kids to Denmark — into providing full access to the entirety of their 
adoption documents and background information. They also say all those records should be transferred to 
government authorities handling post-adoption services to prevent the information from being destroyed 
or manipulated.

South Korean adoptees for years have been criticizing agencies over what they see as a lack of trans-
parency and an unwillingness to open records. Møller said some adoptees in Denmark remain reluctant 
to join the application out of fear that the agencies might destroy their records.

Holt didn’t answer repeated calls seeking comment. The KSS deferred all questions to Holt, the bigger 
agency.

Holt already has an ongoing legal battle with U.S. adoptee Adam Crapser, who in 2019 filed a 200 million 
won ($150,000) damage suit against the agency and the South Korean government for failing to follow 
through on his adoption and ensure that his American parents naturalized him. After being abused and 
abandoned by two different sets of American parents, Crapser was deported in 2016 following run-ins 
with the law because none of his guardians filed citizenship papers for him.

The Danish adoptees initially considered filing a lawsuit against the agencies or South Korean government 
before dropping the idea because South Korean law puts the burden of proof entirely on the plaintiffs in 
civil cases. If the truth commission decides to investigate the adoptions, its findings could later be used by 
adoptees in possible damage suits against the agencies or government, said Philsik Shin, a Seoul-based 
scholar who helped the adoptees prepare the application.
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About 200,000 South Koreans were adopted overseas during the past six decades, mainly to white 

parents in the United States and Europe. Denmark was one of the biggest destinations for South Korean 
children in Europe, receiving about 9,000 adoptees — most of them from the 1960s to late 1980s when 
South Korea was ruled by consecutive military governments.

During the height of the adoptions in the late 1970s and mid-1980s, agencies aggressively solicited new-
borns or young children from hospitals and orphanages, often in exchange for payments, and operated 
maternity homes where single mothers were pressured to give away their babies. Adoption workers toured 
factory areas and low-income neighborhoods in search of struggling families who could be persuaded to 
give away their children.

The agencies were run by board members close to military leaders, who saw adoptions as a tool to 
reduce the number of mouths to feed and the remove the socially undesirable, including children from 
unwed mothers. Adoptions were also aimed at deepening ties with the democratic West amid a fierce re-
gime competition with rival North Korea, according to the military governments’ documents obtained by AP.

It wasn’t until 2013 when South Korea’s government required foreign adoptions to go through family 
courts, ending a decadeslong policy of allowing private agencies to dictate child relinquishments, transfer 
of custodies and emigration.

AP-NORC Poll: Most in US want stricter gun laws
By SARA BURNETT Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — Most U.S. adults think gun violence is increasing nationwide and want to see gun laws 

made stricter, according to a new poll that finds broad public support for a variety of gun restrictions, 
including many that are supported by majorities of Republicans and gun owners.

The poll by the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy and The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research also shows majorities of U.S. adults view both reducing gun violence 
and protecting gun ownership as important issues.

The poll was conducted between July 28 and Aug. 1, after a string of deadly mass shootings — from 
a New York grocery store to a school in Texas and a July 4 parade in Illinois — and a 2020 spike in gun 
killings that have increased attention on the issue of gun violence. Overall, 8 in 10 Americans perceive 
that gun violence is increasing around the country, and about two-thirds say it’s increasing in their state, 
though less than half believe it’s increasing in their community, the poll shows.

The question of how to prevent such violence has long divided politicians and many voters, making it 
difficult to change gun laws. In June, a conservative majority on the Supreme Court expanded gun rights, 
finding a constitutional right to carry firearms in public for self-defense.

Later that same month, President Joe Biden signed a bipartisan gun safety bill. The package, approved 
in the wake of shootings like the one that killed 19 children and two teachers in Uvalde, Texas, was both 
a measured compromise and the most significant bill addressing gun violence to be approved in Congress 
in decades — an indication of how intractable the issue has become.

The poll found 71% of Americans say gun laws should be stricter, including about half of Republicans, 
the vast majority of Democrats, and a majority of those in gun-owning households.

Nicole Whitelaw, 29, is a Democrat and gun owner who grew up hunting and target shooting in upstate 
New York with her strongly Republican family. Whitelaw, who now lives along Florida’s Gulf Coast, supports 
some gun restrictions, such as prohibiting people convicted of domestic violence from owning firearms 
and a federal law preventing mentally ill people from purchasing guns.

She said other restrictions — such as banning sales of AR-15 rifles — are “going too far” and may not 
solve the problem. Whitelaw pointed to the the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, when many people 
bought up all the toilet paper they could find.

“I think people would start trying to hoard guns,” she said, adding that a better approach is to make 
smaller changes and see what impact they have.

The poll shows bipartisan majorities of Americans support a nationwide background check policy for all 
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gun sales, a law preventing mentally ill people from purchasing guns, allowing courts to temporarily pre-
vent people who are considered a danger to themselves or others from purchasing a gun, making 21 the 
minimum age to buy a gun nationwide and banning those who have been convicted of domestic violence 
from purchasing a gun.

A smaller majority of Americans, 59%, favor a ban on the sale of AR-15 rifles and similar semiautomatic 
weapons, with Democrats more likely to support that policy than Republicans, 83% vs. 35%.

Chris Boylan, 47, from Indianapolis, opposes restrictions on guns. As a teacher for many years, Boylan 
said he has “buried more kids than I care to count” and believes gun violence is a major problem. But the 
Republican, who said he leans more toward Libertarian in his personal stances, believes the issue is more 
about mental health and a too-lenient criminal justice system.

“Blaming the gun is an oversimplification of what the issues really are,” Boylan said. “It’s not the gun. 
It’s a hearts-and-minds issue to me.”

The new poll finds 88% of Americans call preventing mass shootings extremely or very important, and 
nearly as many say that about reducing gun violence in general. But 60% also say it’s very important to 
ensure that people can own guns for personal protection.

Overall, 52% of Americans -- including 65% of Republicans and 39% of Democrats -- say both reducing 
mass shootings and protecting the right to own guns for personal protection highly important.

University of Chicago professor Jens Ludwig said the poll’s findings show that concerns raised by oppo-
nents of gun restrictions are “very off base.” Led by the National Rifle Association, the gun lobby argues 
that any new limitations on who may have a gun or what type of firearms may be sold will lead to nation-
wide bans on all weapons and ammunition.

The poll showed most Americans’ opinions are more nuanced and there is support for some changes 
even among Republicans, who as elected officials typically oppose gun control, said Ludwig, who also is 
director of the University of Chicago’s Crime Lab.

“It should shut the door to some of the ‘slippery slope’ arguments,” he said.
The poll also found that only about 3 in 10 Americans support a law allowing people to carry guns in 

public without a permit. Seventy-eight percent of Democrats are opposed. Among Republicans, 47% are 
in favor and 39% are opposed.

Ervin Leach, 66, lives in Troutman, North Carolina, north of Charlotte, believes gun violence is a major 
problem and says that laws should be much more strict. A Democrat, Leach said he supports measures 
like background checks — or what he said should be “in-depth studies” — and a minimum age of 21 to 
buy a gun.

The poll found 1 in 5 people have experienced gun violence themselves in the last five years, such as 
being threatened with a gun or a shooting victim, or had a close friend or family member who has. Black 
and Hispanic Americans are especially likely to say that they or someone close to them has experienced 
gun violence.

Leach, who is Black, said the gun violence he sees in the news has made him more cautious.
“I don’t like people approaching me,” he said. “It used to be if someone was on the side of the road, 

you’d stop to help. Now, you go to help somebody, you might lose your life.”
All the killings have caused Leach to contemplate buying a gun for his own protection. While he hasn’t 

had a chance yet to get his gun permit, he said, “That is my intention.”

DeSantis rival to emerge from high-stakes Florida primary
By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON, STEVE PEOPLES and BRENDAN FARRINGTON Associated Press
MIAMI (AP) — Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is poised to learn the identity of his general election oppo-

nent on Tuesday as Democrats choose between a man who spent a lifetime in politics — much of it as a 
Republican — and a woman casting herself as “something new” as she seeks the energy of her party’s 
resurgent base.

The Democratic establishment has largely lined up behind Charlie Crist, a 66-year-old Democratic con-
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gressman who served as the state’s Republican governor more than a decade ago. Running now as a 
moderate Democrat, Crist is facing 44-year-old Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, who hopes to become 
the state’s first female governor while leaning into the fight for abortion rights.

The race is ultimately a debate over who is best-positioned to defeat DeSantis, who emerged from a 
narrow victory four years ago to become one of the most prominent Republicans in politics. His relatively 
light touch handling the pandemic and his eagerness to lean into divides over race, gender and LGBTQ 
rights have resonated with many Republican voters who see DeSantis as a natural heir to former President 
Donald Trump.

His reelection effort is widely assumed to be a precursor to a presidential run in 2024, adding to a sense 
of urgency among Democrats to blunt his rise now.

“I have been in the trenches. I have taken on DeSantis,” Fried told The Associated Press. DeSantis 
“won’t have a 2024 because he won’t have a 2022. We are going to beat him in November, and we are 
going to kill all of his aspirations to run for president of the United States.”

Crist, in an interview, described DeSantis as a threat to democracy.
“He is the opposite of freedom. He is an autocrat. He is a demagogue. And I think people are sick of 

him,” Crist said of the sitting Republican governor, noting that DeSantis earlier this year admonished a 
group of high school students for wearing face masks at an indoor news conference. “Who is this guy? 
Who does he think he is? He is not the boss.”

The Florida contest wraps up the busiest stretch of primaries this year. Republicans from Pennsylvania 
to Arizona have supported contenders who have embraced Trump’s lies that the 2020 election was stolen, 
an assertion roundly rejected by elections officials, the former president’s attorney general and judges 
he appointed.

And for the most part, Democrats have avoided brutal primary fights. That could be tested Tuesday, 
however, as voters in New York participate in congressional primaries that feature two powerful Democratic 
committee chairs, Carolyn Maloney and Jerry Nadler, competing for the same seat and other incumbents 
fending off challenges from the left.

Democrats are entering the final weeks ahead of the midterms with a sense of cautious optimism, hop-
ing the Supreme Court’s decision overturning a woman’s constitutional right to an abortion will energize 
the party’s base. But Democrats still face tremendous headwinds, including economic uncertainty and 
the historic reality that most parties lose seats in the first midterm after they’ve won the White House.

The dynamics are especially challenging for Democrats in Florida, one of the most politically divided 
states in the U.S. Its last three races for governor were decided by 1 percentage point or less. But the 
state has steadily become more favorable to Republicans in recent years.

For the first time in modern history, Florida has more registered Republicans — nearly 5.2 million — than 
Democrats, who have nearly 5 million registered voters. Fried serves as the only Democrat in statewide 
office. And Republicans have no primary competition for four of those five positions – governor, U.S. Sen-
ate, attorney general and chief financial officer — which are all held by GOP incumbents.

Democrats hope that U.S. Rep. Val Demings, who faces a little-known candidate in her Senate primary 
Tuesday, can unseat the state’s senior U.S. senator, Republican Marco Rubio, this fall. But for now, the 
party’s national leadership is prioritizing competitive Senate contests in other states, including neighboring 
Georgia, Arizona and Pennsylvania.

In Florida’s governor’s race, the Supreme Court’s abortion decision has animated the final weeks of the 
Democratic primary.

Fried has promoted herself as the only true abortion-rights supporter in the race, seizing on Crist’s ap-
pointment of two conservative Supreme Court justices while he was governor.

The conservative-leaning court will soon decide whether the Republican-backed state legislature’s law 
to ban abortions after 15 weeks is constitutional. Florida’s new abortion law is in effect, with exceptions 
if the procedure is necessary to save the pregnant woman’s life, to prevent serious injury or if the fetus 
has a fatal abnormality. It does not allow exemptions in cases of rape, incest or human trafficking.
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Crist insisted he is “pro-choice” and highlighted a bill he vetoed as governor in 2010 that would have 

required women seeking a first-trimester abortion to get and pay for an ultrasound exam.
“It is a woman’s right to choose,” Crist told the AP. “My record is crystal clear. And for my opponent to 

try to muddy that up is unconscionable, unfair and unwise.”
In experience and personality, voters have a clear contrast between Crist, an establishment-backed life-

long politician viewed as a relatively safe choice, and Fried, a newer face who may be in better position 
to catch fire with the party’s most passionate voters.

Crist has raised $14 million so far this election cycle, nearly twice as much money as Fried. Having 
served in elected office since 1992, his supporters describe him as reliable and personable with an excel-
lent memory.

“He is the best retail politician in Florida in this century. He is just an outstanding politician. He asks 
about my grandchildren by name,” said Mac Stipanovich, a political strategist who served as chief of staff 
to former Republican Gov. Bob Martinez.

Meanwhile, Fried has gained twice as many followers on every social network and is quick to jump on 
online trends. She built her profile as one of DeSantis’ fiercest opponents, regularly challenging him on 
policy related to the COVID-19 pandemic. She also created a position within her department to ensure 
LGBTQ members are given opportunities as DeSantis wages what the Human Rights Campaign recently 
described as “an assault on transgender Floridians.”

DeSantis signed into law what opponents called the “Don’t Say Gay” bill that bans lessons on sexual 
orientation and gender identity in kindergarten through third grade and restricts it in upper grades. He 
also championed the “stop WOKE act” that restricts race-based conversation and analysis in business and 
education, although a Florida judge last week declared the law an unconstitutional violation of free speech.

Such issues have been good for DeSantis’ standing with GOP voters.
The Florida governor touted his record at a weekend rally with more than 1,000 Pennsylvania voters, 

having already recently campaigned for Republican allies across Arizona, New Mexico and Ohio.
DeSantis was officially in Pennsylvania to help the GOP gubernatorial candidate, Doug Mastriano. But 

DeSantis barely mentioned Mastriano’s name in remarks to his Pittsburgh audience and focused instead 
on the political battles he fought in Florida to confront liberal “woke ideology.”

He didn’t mention that he’s running for reelection for governor this year.
“If you lead and lead with strength and courage, and you deliver results, the people will be with you,” 

DeSantis said.

Family struck by grief after it loses 6 in Egypt church fire
By SAMY MAGDY Associated Press
IMBABA, Egypt (AP) — For Mariam Habeib, the grief seems never ending: She lost her older sister, two 

nieces and a niece’s three young children in an intense fire that engulfed a church in Egypt’s capital during 
a recent service and killed 41 people.

The Coptic Christian community is one of the world’s oldest, and no stranger to sadness. A minority in 
Egypt, Coptic Orthodox Christians have faced deadly attacks by Islamic extremists, restrictions on church 
building and outbursts of sectarian-motivated violence in recent decades. The most recent tragedy brought 
a flood of sympathy from around the country.

“Our solace is that they went to heaven together as they liked to be together in life,” Habeib said of her 
relatives, tears streaming down her face.

Nineteen of those killed in the Aug. 14 fire were children. The blaze erupted at the Martyr Abu Sefein 
Coptic Christian Orthodox Church in the neighborhood of Imbaba, one of Egypt’s most densely populated 
areas. Sixteen people were also injured, including four police officers and residents involved in the rescue 
effort. Health authorities said the casualties were a result of smoke inhalation and a stampede as people 
tried to escape.

According to prosecutors, the fire was ignited by a short-circuit in the building’s generator, a backup 
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source of power, which the church used during regular outages. The generator, they said, caught fire when 
the current returned after a blackout that morning.

Habeib lives in Shubra, another densely populated, working-class district in Cairo. On the morning of 
the fire, she said she was on her way to work when she received a phone call from her brother. He told 
her that he had heard there was a fire at Abu Sefein and that their oldest sister, Magda Habeib, and her 
daughters were there. She soon learned that victims were being brought to a nearby hospital.

By the time she arrived, Mariam Habeib found herself facing what she had dreaded during the half-hour 
drive to the hospital.

Her nephew, Mina Atif, had recognized the bodies of his mother, Magda, two sisters, Irine and Mirna, and 
Irine’s 5-year-old twin daughters, Barcina and Mariam. They roamed the halls looking for the still-missing 
3-year-old boy. Then they saw hospital workers carrying a small body wrapped in a white sheet. It turned 
out to be the body of Irine’s toddler, Ibram.

“All of them were lying motionless before our eyes,” she said. “The kids had been very lively ones, as if 
they knew that their end would be soon.”

Habeib and her nephew collapsed in disbelief, two among the dozens of weeping grief-stricken relatives 
at the hospital’s morgue.

Although officials ruled out arson, the fire — one of the deadliest in Egypt in many years — raised a 
barrage of questions about the emergency response system, fire safety codes and restrictions on building 
houses of worship for one of the Middle East’s largest Christian communities.

The Martyr Abu Sefein Church was in a 120 square-meter (1,290 square-foot) space in a four-story 
converted apartment building that looks like other residential buildings in the crowded neighborhood 
constructed largely without planning or permits. It was recognizable as a church only by a sign above its 
front door, and an iron cross on its roof.

Coptic Christian Pope Tawadros II said the church, like many others, is too small for the number of con-
gregants it serves. He blamed government restrictions on new church construction and urged authorities 
in Muslim-majority Egypt to move existing small churches to new locations or allow them to expand to 
accommodate growing numbers.

The limits on new church construction have led many congregations to convert residential buildings 
into places of worship. In 2016, President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi’s government issued the country’s first law 
spelling out the rules for building a church. Critics argued the law did nothing to ease previous restrictions.

Just a day before the fire, on Saturday, the entire family had been together for their weekly family gath-
ering, steps away from the church.

“It was a very beautiful day, as if they were saying goodbye,” said Michael Ayad, who is married to Ner-
min, one of Magda’s two surviving children. Also present was the fiancé of Magda’s youngest daughter, 
Mirna, 22, a university student. The two were meant to have been married this year.

Days later, Mina, Magda’s son, was receiving hundreds of mourners at the same home where his fam-
ily had been happy days before. Dozens of neighbors and relatives came to remember the dead, many 
speaking through tears.

A neighbor of 40 years who identified herself as Um Azza, recalled how Magda Habeib was among the 
first to try to settle disputes between neighbors no matter their religion, even marital problems.

“Everyone in the street is in debt to her for her generosity,” she said, fighting back tears.
Magda’s husband had died a decade ago, but the 61-year-old continued to live in the same apartment 

the family had inhabited for 30 years. Her two younger children Mina and Mirna, lived with her. Her two 
married daughters, Nermin and Irine, lived in the same neighborhood. Irine’s husband had died last year 
of a heart attack, leaving her a single mother to three young children. Irine and her children stayed the 
night on Saturday, to go to church with her mother the next morning.

“Tante Magda used to say, Irine and the kids are my purpose for the rest of my life,” Ayad recalled, using 
the French equivalent of aunt. “They went to Abu Sefein to die together.”
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Moscow seeks a ‘sense of normal’ amid Ukraine conflict

By JIM HEINTZ Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — At Moscow’s sprawling Izmailovsky outdoor souvenir market, shoppers can find cups 

and T-shirts commemorating Russia’s deployment of troops into Ukraine — but from the 2014 annexation 
of the Crimean Peninsula. There’s nothing about the “special military operation” that began six months ago.

Throughout the capital, there are few overt sign that Russia is engaged in the worst fighting in Europe 
since World War II. Displays of the letter “Z” — which initially spread as an icon of the fight, replicating 
the insignia painted on Russian military vehicles — are hardly seen.

There are only some scattered posters on bus shelters, showing the impassive face of one soldier or 
another and the words, “Glory to the heroes of Russia.” The posters give no clue as to what the man did, 
or where he did it.

The public reticence, or denial, about the operation in Ukraine is striking in a country where military ex-
ploits are deeply woven into the social fabric. The annexation of Crimea produced almost instant memes, 
notably images of President Vladimir Putin that called him “the most polite person.” a smug variant on the 
characterization of Russian troops as polite. Victory Day, marking the defeat of Nazi Germany, is obses-
sively observed with weeks of anticipation.

A Lamborghini dealership on Kutuzovsky Prospekt, a main Moscow thoroughfare, still displays a Victory 
Day banner, even though the showroom is dark. Lamborghini pulled out of Russia, along with hundreds of 
other foreign companies that suspended or ended their operations after Russia sent troops into Ukraine.

Darkened storefronts and deserted spaces in shopping malls that once held popular fast-food outlets 
such as McDonald’s and Starbucks are the most visible sign of the conflict in Moscow. The companies’ 
departures were a psychological blow to Muscovites who had become used to the shiny comforts of con-
sumer culture.

“At first, we were very disappointed,” said Yegor Driganov, a young man taking in the view along the 
riverbank opposite Moscow City, a cluster of gleaming towers that includes four of Europe’s five tallest 
buildings. “But stores started to appear to replace them.”

Former McDonald’s and Starbucks outlets were acquired by Russian entrepreneurs who speedily moved 
to reopen with almost carbon-copy operations.

“We walk around, go around as usual,” said Driganov’s companion, Polina Polishchuk, characterizing the 
city’s mood.

Although the belief that Russia can create homegrown alternatives to businesses that left has become 
an article of faith among officials, many Russians have private doubts.

A survey by the Levada Center, Russia’s only independent pollster, found that 81% of Russians believe 
the country will be able to replace foreign food operations with domestic alternatives, while only 41% think 
local industries can fully substitute for electronic goods and only a third believe domestic car production 
can make up for the loss of imports.

The automotive industry was slammed by sanctions that dried up the supply of parts. The state statis-
tics service said car production in May had fallen a punishing 97% from the same month in 2021. Putin 
recently admitted Russia’s shipyards are also suffering supply shortages.

The panic that swept Russia in the immediate aftermath of broad Western sanctions and foreign com-
panies abandoned the country has abated. The ruble, which lost half of its value against the dollar right 
after the sanctions, not only rebounded but rose to levels not seen in years. But if that’s good for national 
pride, it’s a burden on export-reliant industries whose products became more costly.

Russia’s economic prospects are far from clear amid crosscutting statistics. Unemployment is down, 
contrary to many predictions. But the gross domestic product fell a sharp 4% in the second quarter of 
the year — the first full period of fighting — and is predicted to contract by nearly 8% for the full year. 
Inflation is calculated to be 15% for the year.

“It seems to me that it’s obvious to everyone that it won’t be as it was before,” Central Bank of Russia 
head Elvira Nabiullina warned the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, an annual showpiece 
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gathering aimed at investors. “External conditions have changed for a long time indeed, if not forever.”

But if impending economic troubles are obvious, they don’t appear to be causing wide anxiety.
Izmailovsky souvenir vendor Mikhail Sukhorukov shrugged off concerns, even though European sanctions 

on air travel to Russia have cut off much of the tourist trade that was important to him. “It’s periodical, 
like a wave,” he said, adding that he chose to be sanguine rather than “go to the cemetery.”

“Moscow leads its normal life because people are trying to preserve their sense of normal and relative 
psychological comfort,” said Nikolai Petrov, a senior research fellow at Chatham House’s Russia and Eurasia 
Program. “Russia is at full steam heading toward a dead end and the people, by and large, prefer not to 
think about it and live their lives.”

Petrov also suggested that Muscovites are amid a “summer effect ... when a person not so much watches 
what is happening in the world, even in a neighboring country, but rather builds his own reality with fam-
ily, vacationing and so on.”

The desire to take vacations has been a peculiar success story for Russia’s sense of self-sufficiency in 
the sanctions era. Denied easy air connections to Western Europe — industry experts say Russian travel 
to popular Italy has dropped to nearly nothing — Russians have found exotic domestic destinations, such 
as Sakhalin Island, 6,300 kilometers (3,900 miles) from Moscow, where tourism reportedly is up 25%; 
traffic to Baltic Sea beaches in Kaliningrad has reached all time daily highs.

Tourism to Crimea, however, is expected to be about 40% lower than usual.
Although Moscow’s streets show little indication that a conflict is raging, the airwaves of full of the news. 

The flagship news magazine show on state TV, Vesti Nedeli, recently devoted nearly an hour — about half 
its running time — to the Ukraine operation. Lengthy segments painted the Kremlin’s military as highly 
effective, using top-of-the-line weapons.

About 60% of Russians rely on state television as their main news source, but may find it unreliable. 
A Levada survey this month found that fully 65% of Russians disbelieve some or all of what they see on 
state media about Ukraine.

“There are a lot of (media) sources” to counter state TV, said Driganov, relaxing along the river.
Many of those sources, however, can be accessed only through a VPN, or virtual private network. Russia 

has banned or blocked an array of foreign news media, bullied critical domestic media into closing and 
banned use of Facebook and Twitter.

In a repressive environment, assessing the population’s views as a whole, even by an internationally 
respected pollster such as Levada, is uncertain.

Levada polling polling found about 75% of Russians support the military operation, but less than half 
do so unconditionally.

Some of the equivocators probably expressed support “just in case, fearing repercussions for themselves.” 
said Levada director Denis Volkov.

Anti-mandate protesters converge on New Zealand Parliament
By NICK PERRY Associated Press
WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) — About 2,000 protesters upset with the government’s pandemic 

response converged Tuesday on New Zealand’s Parliament — but there was no repeat of the occupation 
six months ago in which protesters camped on Parliament grounds for more than three weeks.

Many of the protesters said they had no intention of trying to stay. And police ensured a repeat was 
unlikely by closing streets, erecting barricades and banning protesters from bringing structures onto Par-
liament’s grounds.

The previous protest created significant disruptions in the capital and ended in chaos as retreating pro-
testers set fire to tents and hurled rocks at police.

This time there was also a counter-protest, with several hundred people gathering in front of Parliament 
as the main march entered the grounds. The two sides shouted insults but a line of police officers kept 
them physically separated.
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The earlier protest had been more sharply focused on opposition to COVID-19 vaccination mandates.
New Zealand’s government initially required that health workers, teachers, police, firefighters and soldiers 

get vaccinated. But it has since removed most of those mandates, with the exception of health workers 
and some others. It has also removed requirements that people be vaccinated to visit stores and bars.

Tuesday’s protest was as much about lingering discontentment over the government’s handling of the 
crisis as it was about current rules, including a requirement that people wear masks in stores.

Protester Carmen Page said people who hadn’t been vaccinated face ongoing discrimination and people 
lost their jobs and homes as a result of the mandates, which she said amounted to government overreach.

“We’re not here to be controlled,” Page said. “We just want to live our lives freely. We want to work 
where we want to work, without discrimination.”

At the counter-protest, Lynne Maugham said she and her husband had extended a stay in the capital 
to attend.

“I’ve got nothing but respect for the mandates, for the vaccinations, for the way the health providers 
have handled the whole thing,” she said.

Maugham said the government hadn’t done everything perfectly but had done a good job overall. “There’s 
no blueprint for handling a pandemic,” she said.

Like many of the protesters opposing mandates and other government’s actions, Mania Hungahunga 
was part of a group called The Freedom & Rights Coalition and a member of the Christian fundamentalist 
Destiny Church.

Hungahunga said every New Zealander had been negatively impacted by the mandates. He said he’d 
traveled from Auckland to protest but wasn’t planning an occupation.

“We’re just here for the day, a peaceful day, just to get our message through to the public and the 
people of Wellington,” he said.

Many of the protesters said they were hoping that Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern would get voted out 
in next year’s election. Protest leader Brian Tamaki told the crowd he was starting a new political party 
to contest the election.

Tamaki and his wife, Hannah Tamaki, founded the Destiny Church, which they say is the largest Māori 
and Pacific Island church movement in New Zealand.

Ardern was first elected prime minister in 2017 and her initial pandemic response proved enormously 
popular. Her liberal Labour Party won re-election in 2020 in a landslide of historic proportions.

But as the pandemic dragged on and the country faced new problems, including inflation, Ardern’s popu-
larity has waned. Recent opinion polls have put the conservative opposition National Party ahead of Labour.

Authorities said there were no initial reports of violence or other problems at the protests.

As Amazon grows, so does its eye on consumers
By HALELUYA HADERO AP Business Writer
From what you buy online, to how you remember tasks, to when you monitor your doorstep, Amazon 

is seemingly everywhere.
And it appears the company doesn’t want to halt its reach anytime soon. In recent weeks, Amazon has 

said it will spend billions of dollars in two gigantic acquisitions that, if approved, will broaden its ever grow-
ing presence in the lives of consumers.

This time, the company is targeting two areas: health care, through its $3.9 billion buyout of the primary 
care company One Medical, and the “smart home,” where it plans to expand its already mighty presence 
through a $1.7 billion merger with iRobot, the maker of the popular robotic Roomba vacuum.

Perhaps unsurprisingly for a company known for its vast collection of consumer information, both merg-
ers have heightened enduring privacy concerns about how Amazon gathers data and what it does with 
it. The latest line of Roombas, for example, employ sensors that map and remember a home’s floor plan.

“It’s acquiring this vast set of data that Roomba collects about people’s homes,” said Ron Knox, an Amazon 
critic who works for the anti-monopoly group Institute for Local Self-Reliance. “Its obvious intent, through 
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all the other products that it sells to consumers, is to be in your home. (And) along with the privacy issues 
come the antitrust issues, because it’s buying market share.”

Amazon’s reach goes well beyond that. Some estimates show the retail giant controls roughly 38% of the 
U.S. e-commerce market, allowing it to gather granular data about the shopping preferences of millions of 
Americans and more worldwide. Meanwhile, its Echo devices, which house the voice assistant Alexa, have 
dominated the U.S. smart speaker market, accounting for roughly 70% of sales, according to estimates 
by Consumer Intelligence Research Partners.

Ring, which Amazon purchased in 2018 for $1 billion, monitors doorsteps and helps police track down 
crime — even when users might not be aware. And at select Amazon stores and Whole Foods, the company 
is testing a palm-scanning technology that allows customers to pay for items by storing biometric data 
in the cloud, sparking concerns about risks of a data breach, which Amazon has attempted to assuage.

“We treat your palm signature just like other highly sensitive personal data and keep it safe using best-
in-class technical and physical security controls,” the company said on a website that provides information 
about the technology.

Even consumers who actively avoid Amazon are still likely to have little say about how their employers 
power their computer networks, which Amazon — along with Google — has long dominated through its 
cloud-computing service AWS.

“It’s hard to think of another organization that has as many touch points as Amazon does to an individual,” 
said Ian Greenblatt, who heads up tech research at the consumer research and data analytics firm J.D. 
Power. “It’s almost overwhelming, and it’s hard to put a finger on it.”

And Amazon — like any company — aims to grow. In the past few years, the company has purchased the 
Wi-Fi startup Eero and partnered with the construction company Lennar to offer tech-powered houses. With 
iRobot, it would gain one more building block for the ultimate smart home — and, of course, more data.

Customers can opt out of having iRobot devices store a layout of their homes, according to the vacuum 
maker. But data privacy advocates worry the merger is another way Amazon could suck up information 
to integrate into its other devices or use to target consumers with ads.

In a statement, Amazon spokesperson Lisa Levandowski denied that’s what the company wants to do.
“We do not use home maps for targeted advertising and have no plans to do so,” Levandowski said.
Whether that will relieve concerns is another matter, especially in light of research about Amazon’s other 

devices. Earlier this year, a group of university researchers released a report that found voice data from 
Amazon’s Echo devices are used to target ads to consumers — something the company had denied in 
the past.

Umar Iqbal, a postdoc at the University of Washington who led the research, said he and his colleagues 
found Echo devices running third-party Skills, which are like apps for Alexa, that communicate with ad-
vertisers.

Levandowski said consumers can opt out of receiving “interest-based” ads by adjusting their prefer-
ences on Amazon’s advertising preferences page. She also said Amazon doesn’t share Alexa requests with 
advertising networks.

Skills that collect personal information are required to post their privacy policies on a detail page in 
Amazon’s store, according to the company. Researchers, however, found only 2% of Skills are clear about 
their data collection practices, and the vast majority don’t mention Alexa or Amazon at all.

For companies like Amazon, data collection is for more than just data’s sake, noted Kristen Martin, a 
professor of technology ethics at the University of Notre Dame.

“You can almost see them just trying to paint a broader picture of an individual,” Martin said. “It’s about 
the inferences that they’re able to draw about you specifically, and then you compared to other people.”

Amazon’s One Medical deal, for instance, has sparked questions about how the company would handle 
personal health data that would fall into its lap.

Should the deal close, Levandowski said customers’ health information will be handled separately from 
all other Amazon businesses. She also added Amazon wouldn’t share personal health information outside 
of One Medical for “advertising or marketing purposes of other Amazon products and services without 
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clear permission from the customer.”

But Lucia Savage, a chief privacy officer at the chronic care provider Omada Health, said that doesn’t 
mean One Medical wouldn’t be able to get data from other arms of Amazon’s business that could help it 
better profile its patients. The information just has to flow one way, she said.

To be sure, privacy concerns are not limited to Amazon. In the aftermath of Roe v Wade being over-
turned, for instance, Google said it would automatically get rid of information about users who visit abortion 
clinics. Meanwhile, Meta, which owns Facebook, settled a class action lawsuit in February over its use of 
“cookies” about a decade ago that tracked users after they logged off Facebook.

But unlike Meta and Google, whose focus is mainly on selling ads, Amazon might benefit more from col-
lecting data because its primary goal is to sell products, said Alex Harman, director of competition policy 
at the anti-monopoly group Economic Security Project.

“For them, data is all about getting you to buy more and be locked into their stuff,” Harman said.

Asian shares fall on Fed worries after Wall Street sell-off
By YURI KAGEYAMA AP Business Writer
TOKYO (AP) — Asian shares were trading lower Tuesday, echoing a broad sell-off on Wall Street amid 

speculation about another interest rate raise from the U.S. Federal Reserve.
Benchmarks in Asia slid across the region in morning trading, including Japan, China, South Korea and 

Australia. The latest market slide comes as investors grapple with uncertainty over when the highest infla-
tion in decades will ease significantly, how much the Fed will have to raise interest rates in order to get it 
under control and how much the rate hikes will slow the economy.

Investors will be looking for insight into these unknowns later this week, when the Federal Reserve holds 
its annual meeting in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.

“The downbeat mood in Wall Street is playing out in the Asia session as well, and although another 
round of rate cuts to benchmark lending rate in China yesterday may aid to cushion some losses, overall 
upside could still remain limited amid the shunning of risks,” said Yeap Jun Rong, market strategist at IG 
in Singapore.

The People’s Bank of China cut a lending rate Monday, a week after it cut interest rates.
Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 lost 1.3% in morning trading to 28,413.04. Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 slid 

0.5% to 7,009.30. South Korea’s Kospi dipped nearly 1.0% to 2,438.19. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng shed 0.7% 
to 19,520.36, while the Shanghai Composite fell 0.3% to 3,267.19.

“Investors are being cautious as continuous risk-off flows have hit global markets,” said Anderson Alves 
at ActivTrades, noting that rising gas prices were a big risk, especially for Europe.

The S&P 500 had its biggest slide since mid-June, sliding 2.1%, nearly doubling its losses from last 
week, when it broke a four-week winning streak. The Dow Jones Industrial Average slumped 1.9% and 
the Nasdaq dropped 2.5%.

Technology companies and retailers had some of the heaviest losses Monday. Smaller company stocks 
also lost ground, pulling the Russell 2000 index 2.1% lower.

Bond yields gained ground. The yield on the 10-year Treasury, which influences rates on home mortgages 
and other loans, rose to 3.03% from 2.97% late Friday.

The broader market’s losses come on the heels of a weekslong rally. Investors are trying to figure out 
where the economy goes from here as stubbornly hot inflation hurts businesses and consumers. Record-
high inflation also has investors focusing on central banks and their efforts to fight high prices without 
further damaging economic growth.

“You’ve had quite a rally and there’s reason to not be sure where we’re going from here,” said Tom 
Martin, senior portfolio manager with Globalt Investments. “There’s still decent potential for a recession.”

Minutes last week from the Federal Reserve’s July board meeting affirmed plans for more rate hikes 
despite signs of weaker economic activity. Traders worry aggressive steps to slow the economy might go 
too far and bring on a recession.



Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 047 ~ 30 of 69

Groton Daily Independent
Fed Chair Jerome Powell is scheduled to give a speech on Friday morning at the central bank’s annual 

meeting in Jackson Hole, which starts Thursday. The Fed is holding its meeting following a heavy week of 
company and economic data that showed inflation is still squeezing the economy, but consumer spending 
remains resilient.

“I don’t think we’re out of the woods yet on inflation,” Martin said. “We still don’t really know how infla-
tion is going to pan out and what the Fed is going to do.”

In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude lost 54 cents to $90.23 a barrel. Brent crude, the international 
standard, added 77 cents to $97.25 a barrel.

In currency trading, the U.S. dollar fell to 137.14 Japanese yen from 137.49 yen. The euro was little 
changed at 99 cents.

Heavy rain floods streets across Dallas-Fort Worth area
By JAMIE STENGLE and JAKE BLEIBERG Associated Press
DALLAS (AP) — Heavy rains across the drought-stricken Dallas-Fort Worth area on Monday caused streets 

to flood, submerging vehicles as officials warned motorists to stay off the roads and water seeped into 
some homes and businesses.

“The Dallas-Fort Worth area was pretty much ground zero for the heaviest rain overnight,” said Daniel 
Huckaby, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service.

The official National Weather Service record station at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport reported 
9.19 inches (23 centimeters) of rain in the 24 hours ending at 2 p.m. Monday. That ranked second for the 
top 10 most rain over 24 hours in Dallas on record. The most was 9.57 inches (24.3 centimeters) that fell 
Sept. 4-5, 1932.

“We’ve been in drought conditions, so the ground soaked up a lot of it but when you get that much rain 
over that short a period of time, it’s certainly going to cause flooding, and that’s what we saw, definitely 
in the urban areas here,” Huckaby said.

Across the area, rainfall amounts ranged from less than 1 inch (3 centimeters) to over 15 inches (38 
centimeters), said National Weather Service meteorologist Sarah Barnes. By Monday afternoon, the rain 
had moved out of the area, she said.

“There was quite a bit of variation in the rainfall totals,” Barnes said.
At least one fatality was blamed on the downpours as emergency responders across the area reported 

responding to hundreds of high-water calls. A 60-year-old woman was killed in the Dallas suburb of Mes-
quite when flood waters from South Mesquite Creek swept her vehicle from Texas 352 westbound at 
Interstate 635, officials said.

Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins, as presiding officer of the Dallas County commissioners, declared a 
disaster had occurred in the county and requested federal and state assistance for affected individuals.

In Balch Springs, a Dallas suburb where last month a grass fire that started in a tinder-dry open field 
damaged over two dozen homes, officials on Monday rescued people from flooded homes. Fire Chief Eric 
Neal said they rescued four people from one flooded home and one person from another.

“We had to get to them by boat and pull them to safety,” said Neal, who added that others chose to 
stay in their flooded homes.

“As the rain stopped, the water started to recede pretty quick,” Neal said.
At White Rock Lake in Dallas, where the water level has been low through the baking summer months, 

people with umbrellas and water-proof jackets braved the rain Monday morning to watch the deluge 
transform the lake’s previously dry concrete spillway into what looked like a roaring river.

Trenton Cody, 29, said he drove over Monday morning to take a look at the effect the floodwaters were 
having on the lake’s dam.

“It looks like we’re high in the mountains somewhere with some like Class V rapids, which is crazy,” 
Cody said.

Huckaby said that the flooding started overnight on streets and interstates.
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“It fell very, very quickly,” Huckaby said. “We had some locations there in Dallas that had more than 3 

inches (8 centimeters) of rain even in one hour.”
He noted that with so much concrete in urban areas, “there’s just only so much that the drain systems 

can handle.”
The water seeped into some businesses. Peter Tarantino, who owns Tarantino’s Cicchetti Bar and Record 

Lounge in Dallas, told The Dallas Morning News that about 6 inches of water flowed into the dining room, 
but had receded by late morning.

He said he may be able to salvage the furniture but he’ll need to replace rugs and carpets.
“I’m hoping by Thursday we’ll be able to open up the bar with a few snacks,” he told the newspaper. “I 

don’t give up too easily.”
Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins said on Twitter that based on preliminary damage assessments, he 

was declaring a state of disaster in Dallas County and requesting state and federal assistance.
Meanwhile, the weather caused hundreds of delays and cancellations in and out of Dallas-Fort Worth 

International Airport and at Dallas Love Field.
With the amount of rain that fell Monday, this August now ranks as the second-wettest on record for 

the area. As of 2 p.m., the National Weather Service reported total rainfall for August of 10.08 inches (25 
centimeters) at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport. The wettest August was 10.33 inches (26 centi-
meters) in 1915.

“It will probably put a small dent on the drought I would imagine but I don’t think it’s going to get rid 
of it by any means,” Barnes said.

She said that over the next week, there are only low chances of more rain.
“Unless we continue to see rain, we’ll just probably see drought conditions worsen again,” Barnes said.
Farther west, about 60 people were forced to evacuate after a levee was breached Monday in a small 

town near the Arizona-New Mexico state line. That followed a weekend of of flash floods across the South-
west that also swept away one woman who is still missing in Utah’s Zion National Park.

Trump seeks special master to review Mar-a-Lago documents
By ERIC TUCKER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Lawyers for former President Donald Trump asked a federal judge Monday to halt 

the FBI’s review of documents recovered from his Florida estate earlier this month until a neutral special 
master can be appointed to inspect the records.

The request was included in a federal lawsuit, the first filing by Trump’s legal team in the two weeks 
since the search, that takes broad aim at the FBI investigation into the discovery of classified records at 
Mar-a-Lago and that foreshadows arguments his lawyers are expected to make as the probe proceeds.

It comes as The New York Times reported that the government has recovered more than 300 docu-
ments marked classified from Mar-a-Lago since Trump left office, including more than 150 retrieved by 
the National Archives in January — a number that helped trigger the criminal investigation.

The lawsuit casts the Aug. 8 search, in which the FBI said it recovered 11 sets of classified documents 
from Mar-a-Lago, as a “shockingly aggressive move.” It also attacks the warrant as overly broad, contends 
that Trump is entitled to a more detailed description of the records seized from the home and argues that 
the FBI and Justice Department has long treated him “unfairly.”

“Law enforcement is a shield that protects America. It cannot be used as a weapon for political purposes,” 
the lawyers wrote Monday. “Therefore, we seek judicial assistance in the aftermath of an unprecedented 
and unnecessary raid” at Mar-a-Lago.

In a separate statement, Trump said “ALL documents have been previously declassified” — though he 
has not produced evidence to support that claim — and described the records as having been “illegally 
seized from my home.” The Justice Department countered in a terse three-sentence statement pointing 
out that the search had been authorized by a federal judge after the FBI presented probable cause that 
a crime had been committed.



Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 047 ~ 32 of 69

Groton Daily Independent
The filing requests the appointment of a special master not connected the case who would be tasked with 

inspecting the records recovered from Mar-a-Lago and setting aside those that are covered by executive 
privilege — a principle that permits presidents to withhold certain communications from public disclosure.

In some other high-profile cases — including investigations involving Rudy Giuliani and Michael Cohen, 
two of Trump’s personal attorneys — that role has been filled by a former judge.

“This matter has captured the attention of the American public. Merely ‘adequate’ safeguards are not 
acceptable when the matter at hand involves not only the constitutional rights of President Trump, but 
also the presumption of executive privilege,” the attorneys wrote.

The lawsuit argues that the records, created during Trump’s White House tenure, are “presumptively 
privileged.” But the Supreme Court has never determined whether a former president can assert execu-
tive privilege over documents, writing in January that the issue is unprecedented and raises “serious and 
substantial concerns.”

The high court turned down Trump’s plea to block records held by the National Archives from being turned 
over to the Jan. 6 committee, saying then that his request would have been denied even if he had been 
the incumbent president, so there was no need to tackle the thorny issue of a former president’s claims.

The lawsuit paints Trump as “fully cooperative” and compliant with investigators, saying members of his 
personal and household staff were made available for voluntary interviews and quoting him as telling FBI 
and Justice Department officials during a June visit to Mar-a-Lago, “Whatever you need, just let us know.”

But the chronology of events makes clear that the search took place only after other options to recover 
classified documents from the home had been incomplete or unsuccessful. In May, for instance, weeks 
before the search, the Justice Department issued a subpoena for records bearing classification markings.

The Trump team’s lawsuit was assigned to U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon, who was nominated by 
Trump in 2020 and confirmed by the Senate 56-21 later that year. She is a former assistant U.S. attorney 
in Florida, handling mainly criminal appeals.

The months-long investigation, which burst into public view with the Mar-a-Lago search, emerged from 
a referral from the National Archives, which earlier this year retrieved 15 boxes of documents and other 
items from the estate that should have been turned over to the agency when Trump left the White House. 
An initial review of that material concluded that Trump had brought presidential records and several other 
documents that were marked classified to Mar-a-Lago.

FBI and Justice Department officials visited Mar-a-Lago in June and asked to inspect a storage room. 
Several weeks later, the Justice Department subpoenaed for video footage from surveillance cameras at 
the estate. After the meeting at Mar-a-Lago, investigators interviewed another witness who told them that 
there were likely additional classified documents still at the estate, according to a person familiar with the 
investigation who was not authorized to speak publicly about it.

Separately Monday, a federal judge acknowledged that redactions to an FBI affidavit spelling out the basis 
for the search might be so extensive as to make the document “meaningless” if released to the public. 
But he said he continued to believe it should not remain sealed in its entirety because of the “intense” 
public interest in the investigation.

A written order from U.S. Magistrate Judge Bruce Reinhart largely restates what he said in court last 
week, when he directed the Justice Department to propose redactions about the information in the af-
fidavit that it wants to remain secret. That submission is due Thursday at noon.

Justice Department officials have sought to keep the entire document sealed, saying disclosing any 
portion of it risks compromising an ongoing criminal investigation, revealing information about witnesses 
and divulging investigative techniques. They have advised the judge that the necessary redactions to the 
affidavit would be so numerous that they would strip the document of any substantive information and 
make it effectively meaningless for the public.

Reinhart acknowledged that possibility in his Monday order, writing, “I cannot say at this point that partial 
redactions will be so extensive that they will result in a meaningless disclosure, but I may ultimately reach 
that conclusion after hearing further from the Government.”
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Haitians launch protests, demand ouster of prime minister

By EVENS SANON Associated Press
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Thousands of protesters in Haiti’s capital and other major cities blocked 

roads, shut down businesses and marched through the streets Monday to demand that Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry step down and to call for a better quality of life.

Associated Press journalists observed an unidentified man fatally shoot a demonstrator in Port-au-Prince 
and then flee in a car as the crowd temporarily scattered.

Demonstrator Lionel Jean-Pierre, who witnessed the shooting, said things in Haiti have gotten out of 
control.

“Families don’t know what to do,” he said as the crowd around him chanted: “If Ariel doesn’t leave, we’re 
going to die!”

Violence and kidnappings have surged in Port-au-Prince and nearby areas in recent months, with warring 
gangs killing hundreds of civilians in their fight over territory. They have grown more powerful since last 
year’s assassination of President Jovenel Moïse.

In one of the most recent killings denounced by the prime minister and Haiti’s Office of Citizen Protection, 
suspected gang members killed eight people over the weekend in one community, including a mother and 
her two daughters who were set on fire while still alive.

“This collective crime adds to the list of victims...that has reached an alarming proportion,” the office said.
Poverty also has deepened, with inflation reaching 29% and some prices of some basic goods such as 

rice more than quadrupling. Gasoline also remains scarce and, if available, costs $15 a gallon.
“I need the gas to work,” 28-year-old moto-taxi driver Garry Larose said as he marched. “I have a family 

to feed, school to pay.”
In one protest, people wore black T-shirts, while at another they wore red T-shirts emblazoned with the 

words, “RISE UP.”
The protests come days after dozens of demonstrators staged a sit-in in front of Henry’s official residence 

and demanded that he resign.
On Monday, police clashed with demonstrators in some areas, firing tear gas to break up the crowd as 

burning tires blocked roads.

US: Russia looks to step up hits on Ukraine infrastructure
By AAMER MADHANI Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. State Department on Monday issued a security alert warning that Russia 

is stepping up efforts to launch strikes against Ukraine’s civilian infrastructure and government facilities 
in the coming days.

The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv urged U.S. citizens still in Ukraine to depart the country immediately.
“If you hear a loud explosion or if sirens are activated, immediately seek cover,” the State Department 

said in its alert. “If in a home or a building, go to the lowest level of the structure with the fewest exterior 
walls, windows, and openings; close any doors and sit near an interior wall, away from any windows or 
openings.”

The State Department issued the alert after the U.S. intelligence community on Monday declassified a 
finding that determined that Russia would increasingly target Ukrainian civilian infrastructure, according 
to a U.S. official familiar with the intelligence. The official was not authorized to comment publicly about 
the finding and spoke on the condition of anonymity.

The new intelligence comes as Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine will hit the six-month mark Wednesday, 
which coincides with Ukraine’s independence day from Soviet Union rule.

President Joe Biden spoke Sunday with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz about concerns about shelling near the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
plant in southeastern Ukraine and called for the United Nations nuclear watchdog to visit the power plant.

The official said, however, that the intelligence finding is not specifically tied to concerns about Zapor-
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izhzhia.

The Biden administration is battling to keep western allies — and Washington — focused on maintaining 
pressure on Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell said Monday the “single most important thing going on in the 
world right now is to beat the Russians in Ukraine.”

Speaking at a luncheon event in Scott County, Kentucky, McConnell said the one fear he has is that the 
U.S. and others will “all kind of lose interest” as the war drags on.

“We need to stick with them,” McConnell said. “It’s important to us, and to the rest of the world, that 
they succeed.”

Journalist killed in Mexico, 15th to die so far this year
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A journalist who ran an online local news program was shot to death Monday in 

southern Mexico, making him the 15th media worker killed so far this year nationwide.
Prosecutors in the southern state of Guerrero said Monday that Fredid Román was gunned down in the 

state capital, Chilpancingo.
Román’s program, “The Reality of Guerrero,” focused heavily on state-level politics. He also wrote a 

column.
Guerrero is a state where drug gangs, armed vigilantes and other groups regularly clash.
2022 has been one of the deadliest ever for journalists in Mexico, which is now considered the most 

dangerous country for reporters outside a war zone.
Prosecutors did not immediately offer any further details on the killing of Román, who local media said 

had previously published a newspaper under the same name and was shot inside his vehicle.
The killing comes just one week after independent journalist Juan Arjón López was found dead in the 

northern border state of Sonora. Prosecutors said he died from a blow to the head. His body was found 
in San Luis Rio Colorado, across the border from Yuma, Arizona.

That area has been hit by drug cartel violence in recent years. In March, volunteer searchers found 11 
bodies in clandestine burial pits in a stretch of desert near a garbage dump in San Luis.

At the beginning of August, a journalist was among four people killed inside a beer shop in the central 
Mexico state of Guanajuato.

Authorities said it was unknown whether that attack was related to the journalist’s work, his role as 
representative of local businesses in the planning of an upcoming fair or something else.

While organized crime is often involved in journalist killings, small town officials or politicians with politi-
cal or criminal motivations are often suspects as well. Journalists running small news outlets in Mexico’s 
interior are easy targets.

Jan-Albert Hootsen, the Mexico representative for the Committee to Protect Journalists, wrote after Arjón 
López’s killing that “although some arrests have been made in earlier cases of press killings this year, an 
ongoing climate of impunity continues to fuel these attacks.”

Arizona levee breached, hiker missing after floods hit West
By SAM METZ and JESSE BEDAYN Associated Press
A levee was breached Monday in a small town near the Arizona-New Mexico state line, forcing the evacu-

ations of 60 people after a weekend of flash floods across the American Southwest that also swept away 
one woman who is still missing in Utah’s Zion National Park.

In Duncan, a rural Arizona town located about 180 miles (290 kilometers) from Phoenix, weekend rains 
overwhelmed a dirt-barrier levee built more than a century ago to contain the Gila River, putting the town 
under inches of water. As many as 60 residents have evacuated, Fire Chief Hayden Boyd said. Water had 
already begun to recede, but more needed to before the town is safe to return to, Boyd added.

The flooding incident was among several to recently wreak havoc on a drought-stricken region that spans 
from Dallas, Texas to Las Vegas, Nevada — stranding tourists, closing highways and funneling trees and 
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rocks toward downtowns. Heavy rains pummeled the Dallas-Fort Worth area, causing streets to flood and 
submerging vehicles as officials warned motorists to stay off the roads.

And rescue teams in southern Utah expanded their search for a lost hiker who found herself stranded 
amid torrential flooding. The episode illustrated how deteriorating weather conditions can transform the 
region’s striking landscapes enjoyed by millions — including its striking canyons made of red rock and 
limestone — from picture-worthy paradises into life-threatening nightmares.

Rangers said their area that teams were searching for Jetal Agnihotri, a 29-year-old from Tucson, Ari-
zona, now includes parts of the Virgin River that flow out from the southern border of Zion National Park, 
where the Virgin River flows the southward toward the town of Hurricane. Agnihotri was among a group 
of hikers who were swept away by floodwaters rushing through a popular hiking location in one of the 
park’s many slot canyons. Both the National Weather Service and Washington County, Utah, had issued 
flood warnings for the area that day.

All of the hikers except Agnihotri were found on high ground and were rescued after water levels receded. 
Her brother told a local television station she could not swim.

Zion National Park is among the United States’ most visited recreation areas even though it frequently 
becomes hazardous and is put under flood warnings by the National Weather Service. Floods can create 
danger for experienced hikers and climbers as well as the many novices who have flocked to the park since 
the pandemic bolstered an outdoor recreation boom. Despite warnings, flash flooding routinely traps people 
in the park’s slot canyons, which are as narrow as windows in some spots and hundreds of feet deep.

“Once you’re in there, you’re just kind of S.O.L. if (a flash flood) happens,” said Scott Cundy, whose 
Arizona-based trekking company takes visitors on guided tours through the park.

Cundy vividly remembers one year when he was taking a group on a tour and turned to see a wall of 
water plunging toward them. They rushed to reach high ground in the Grand Canyon, a two-hour drive 
from Zion. Until moments before, he hadn’t seen one cloud in the sky. “It happens very fast,” he said. 
Given the topography, Cundy will cancel trips if there’s even a hint of rain in the narrow canyons of Zion.

Farther southeast, nearly 200 hikers had to be rescued in New Mexico, where flooded roads left them 
stranded in Carlsbad Caverns National Park.

In parks like Zion and Carlsbad Caverns, flooding can transform canyons, slick rocks and normally dry 
washes into deadly channels of fast-moving water and debris in mere minutes. In previous years, walls 
of water as tall as buildings have engulfed vehicles, rolled boulders, torn out trees and opened sinkholes 
where solid ground once stood.

In September 2015, similar storms killed seven hikers who drowned in one of Zion’s narrow canyons.
During that same storm, bodies of another 12 people were found amid mud and debris miles away in the 

nearby town of Hildale, Utah, a community on the Utah-Arizona border. A group of women and children 
were returning from a park in two cars when a wall of water surged out of a canyon and swept them 
downstream and crashing into a flooded-out embankment, with one vehicle smashed beyond recognition. 
Three boys survived. The body of a 6-year-old boy was never found.

Elsewhere, businesses and trails remained closed in the town of Moab, Utah, which was overwhelmed 
with floodwaters over the weekend. Trees, rocks and red-orange mud washed into town, with floodwaters 
carrying cars along the town’s Main Street.

Though much of the region remains in a decades-long drought, climate change has made weather pat-
terns more variable and left soils drier and less absorbent, creating conditions more prone to floods and 
monsoons.

Flooding has swept parts of southern Utah in and around Moab and Zion throughout the summer, causing 
streams of water to cascade down from the region’s red rock cliffs and spill out from the sides of riverbanks.

Kansas abortion vote: Why recount with such a large margin?
By JOHN HANNA, HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH and NICK RICCARDI Associated Press
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas’ decisive statewide vote in favor of abortion rights has been affirmed 

through a partial hand recount, a move forced by two Republican activists.
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Nine of the state’s 105 counties conducted the recount at the request of Melissa Leavitt, of Colby, in far 

northwestern Kansas, who has pushed for tighter election laws. A longtime anti-abortion activist, Mark 
Gietzen, of Wichita, covered most of the costs. He is vowing to sue for a full statewide recount.

A larger than expected turnout of voters on Aug. 2 rejected a ballot measure that would have removed 
protections for abortion rights from the Kansas Constitution and given to the Legislature the right to further 
restrict or ban abortion. It failed by 18 percentage points, or 165,000 votes statewide.

After the recount, the side that supported the measure gained six votes and those opposed to it lost 
57 votes.

The referendum drew broad attention because it was the first state referendum on abortion since the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June.

WHY DO A RECOUNT IF IT WON’T CHANGE THE OUTCOME?
Gietzen and Leavitt have both suggested there might have been problems without pointing to any actual 

evidence. Gietzen acknowledged in an interview that he would be surprised if the Kansas recount changed 
the results, but that he wants “the system fixed.” He pointed to potential things that could have gone 
wrong, such as malicious software, inaccurate voter rolls and voting law violations, even though there is 
no evidence that happened.

Recounts increasingly are tools to encourage supporters of a candidate or cause to believe an election 
was stolen rather than lost. A wave of candidates who have echoed former President Donald Trump’s lie 
that the 2020 election was rigged have called for recounts after losing their own Republican primaries.

In Nevada, attorney Joey Gilbert raised money to pay for a $190,000 recount that still showed him losing 
the GOP nomination for governor by 26,000 votes. In Colorado, county clerk Tina Peters raised $256,000 to 
pay for a recount that showed she gained 13 votes total in her bid for the party nomination for secretary 
of state, but still lost by more than 88,000 votes. Both candidates continued to claim they had actually 
won the election even as recounts showed they came nowhere close.

The refusal of candidates or campaigns to believe they could ever be defeated in an election is a dan-
gerous development for American democracy, said Tammy Patrick, a former Arizona voting official who is 
now a senior adviser to Democracy Fund.

“What we see now is people just don’t believe they lost because they’re constantly being fed these lies 
about the legitimacy of the process,” Patrick said. The call for recounts “keeps their base engaged, ginned 
up and donating,” she added.

Deb Otis of the nonprofit group Fair Vote wrote a report that found about two recounts occurred a year 
in statewide elections between 2000 and 2019, and in only three did the results change after the recounts 
uncovered tiny but significant flaws in the initial count.

“Voters will start losing track of when these claims are legitimate and when a state should pay for a 
recount,” Otis said.

Kansas law requires a recount if those who ask for it prove they can cover the counties’ costs. The coun-
ties pay only if the outcome changes.

WHAT’S THE PROCESS?
Kansas law says counties have five days following a request to complete a recount.
Eight of the counties reported their results by the state’s Saturday deadline, but Sedgwick County delayed 

releasing its final count until Sunday because spokeswoman Nicole Gibbs said some of the ballots weren’t 
separated into the correct precincts during the initial recount and had to be resorted Saturday. She said 
the number of votes cast overall didn’t change.

WHERE IS THE MONEY COMING FROM?
Leavitt and Gietzen provided credit cards to pay for the nearly $120,000 cost, according to the secre-

tary of state’s office. Leavitt has an online fundraising page that had raised nearly $55,000 as of Monday 
afternoon. Gietzen also said he is getting donations from a network built over three decades in the anti-
abortion movement, but he declined to be more specific.

The two initially wanted the vote recounted in all 105 Kansas counties, but they couldn’t raise the re-
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quired $229,000. Gietzen said the nine counties were chosen based in part on their population and cost.

The activists seeking the recount also must file finance reports, Mark Skoglund, the executive director 
of the Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission said last week. But Gietzen disputed that in a text to The 
Associated Press, saying, “we are working on Election Integrity,” not promoting the ballot initiative.

Votes were recounted in Douglas County, home to the University of Kansas’ main campus; Johnson 
County, in suburban Kansas City; Sedgwick County, home to Wichita, Shawnee County, home to Topeka; 
and Crawford, Harvey, Jefferson, Lyon and Thomas counties. Abortion opponents lost all of those coun-
ties except Thomas.

WHO IS BEHIND THIS?
Gietzen has been active in the anti-abortion movement and frequently protests outside a clinic provid-

ing abortions in Wichita. He leads his own group, the Kansas Coalition for Life, which is separate from 
the larger and more influential Kansans for Life that wields significant power at the Statehouse. He has 
pushed legislation to ban most abortions at about the sixth week of pregnancy. Kansas law doesn’t do 
that until the 22nd week.

He also leads the Kansas Republican Assembly, which had some clout among the GOP’s conservative 
activists more than a decade ago before they solidified their hold over the state party organization. He is 
retired from aircraft manufacturer Boeing.

He has run repeatedly and unsuccessfully for the Legislature, and has been an activist against cities 
adding fluoride to their drinking water, something Wichita rejected in 2012.

“He’s so far right, he’s coming around the other side,” said former Republican state Rep. John Whitmer, 
host of a Wichita radio talk show. “There’s just not a lot of wiggle room with Mark.”

Leavitt owns a hobby and craft store in Colby. She has questioned how Thomas County is handling its 
elections. She served on a local election advisory group.

HOW SUCCESSFUL ARE RECOUNTS?
Recounts almost never reverse the outcome of elections, even in the closest races. Since the Florida 

recount for the 2000 presidential race, more than 30 statewide elections across the U.S. have been the 
subject of recounts. The three that were overturned were decided by hundreds of votes — not thousands.

The largest lead erased by a statewide recount was 261 votes in Washington state’s 2004 election for 
governor. There was no precedent in U.S. history of a recount reversing the outcome of an election de-
cided by more than 165,000 votes.

Even some strong abortion opponents saw the recount as a waste of time and money.
Voters in the nine counties cast roughly 59% of the more than 922,000 ballots on the Aug. 2 ballot 

question. They rejected the abortion opponents’ measure by 31 percentage points — significantly larger 
than the statewide total.

Whitmer said the money could be much better spent on GOP efforts to unseat Democratic Gov. Laura 
Kelly or on competitive legislative seats.

Angry Man United fans in ownership protest before EPL game
MANCHESTER, England (AP) — Thousands of Manchester United fans angry at the direction of the club 

under its American owners took part in a protest ahead of the Premier League game against Liverpool 
on Monday.

The supporters chanted against the Glazer family — “We want Glazers out” — and held banners call-
ing for the Americans to sell United as they walked from a nearby pub to the club’s storied Old Trafford 
stadium during the hour before kickoff of one of the biggest matches in English soccer, which United won 
2-1 for its first points of the season.

Many supporters around the ground were wearing green-and-gold scarves — the colors of the club’s 
1878 formation — and some also set off flares. There appeared to be a robust police presence on Sir Matt 
Busby Way at the entrance to the stadium forecourt.

The players from both teams, including United’s Cristiano Ronaldo, arrived at the ground before the 
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protest started.

Discontent has soared following United’s poor start to the season, which has seen the team lose both 
of its games — 2-1 at home to Brighton and a 4-0 humiliation at Brentford.

The target of the majority of the anger is the Glazer family, which bought United in 2005 with a lever-
aged takeover that loaded debt onto a club which previously didn’t have any. Critics say the Glazers, who 
also own the NFL’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers, have failed to invest enough of their own cash in the squad 
or facilities and have presided over years of failure by England’s biggest team.

Payments on interest, debt and dividends to the Glazers are estimated to have cost United more than 
1 billion pounds.

“They are ruining the history, traditions and culture of our great club and (we) will not stand by and 
watch our club rot away any longer,” said The 1958, a fans’ group that arranged Monday’s protest.

Dissent toward the ownership, which has simmered since the 2005 takeover, erupted in May last year 
when a home league game against Liverpool had to be called off after the stadium — empty because of 
pandemic restrictions — was stormed before the game and thousands more supporters blocked access 
into Old Trafford. Two police officers were injured in clashes with fans.

That protest was sparked by the club’s involvement in the failed European Super League breakaway that 
collapsed amid a groundswell of condemnation from fans and the British government.

The Glazers pledged to rebuild trust with United fans in the wake of that protest but there has been 
little evidence of that. Joel Glazer, a co-chairman, met in person with United fans in June 2021 and out-
lined his intentions to invest heavily in all aspects of the club and strengthen fan representation in the 
decision-making process.

Last week, Jim Ratcliffe, the majority shareholder of chemical group Ineos and one of Britain’s richest 
people, expressed an interest in buying United, soon after Elon Musk tweeted — jokingly, as it turned 
out — that he wanted to do the same.

The latest protest appeared to pass off without any major incident, though some items were thrown 
toward Liverpool’s team bus as it arrived at Old Trafford.

United won the last of its record 20 English league titles in 2013, the year managerial great Alex Ferguson 
retired. In recent years, two of United’s biggest rivals, Manchester City and Liverpool, have dominated 
the domestic game.

United hasn’t won a major trophy in five seasons, its worst run since the early 1980s, despite the club 
having spent $1.5 billion on players since 2013.

United’s latest signing, Brazil midfielder Casemiro, arrived at Old Trafford earlier Monday ahead of the 
Liverpool match and was introduced to fans on the field before kickoff as his transfer was being confirmed 
by the club. He is reportedly costing $60 million, with the club scrambling to bring in players in the final 
days of the transfer window.

This season has started badly, too, under Erik ten Hag, its fifth manager since Ferguson. There are 
already question marks over the Dutch coach’s tactics and team selection.

The future of star striker Ronaldo is also uncertain after he pushed to leave during the offseason because 
United didn’t qualify for the Champions League.

Ronaldo was dropped to the bench against Liverpool, along with club captain Harry Maguire.
The changes were validated, with United delivering a performance of intensity and sealing victory thanks 

to goals by Jadon Sancho and Marcus Rashford.

Asylum seekers caught in political battle in NYC, Washington
By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN and ASHRAF KHALIL Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Weary of Venezuela’s autocratic government and the pittance he earned in the mili-

tary, Dario Maldonado deserted and fled with his family to neighboring Colombia.
But life remained hard — money was tight and expenses mounted. So he set off for the United States, an 

odyssey that required him to travel by foot through Central American jungle infested with venomous snakes 
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and gun-toting bandits, sometimes sidestepping the corpses of people who died on the same journey.

Now Maldonado and thousands of other asylum seekers from across Latin America and the Caribbean 
are caught in the political battle over U.S. immigration policy after two Republican governors started send-
ing busloads of migrants to New York City and Washington.

Border cities such as San Diego have long wrestled with influxes of asylum-seekers and created well-
oiled machines to respond, but the nation’s largest city and its capital were caught flat-footed. That cre-
ated an opening for Greg Abbott of Texas and Doug Ducey of Arizona to exploit what they consider failed 
Democratic leadership.

Nearly 8,000 migrants have arrived on the state-sponsored bus trips, straining the resources and hu-
manitarian services of both cities, which have also sought assistance from the federal government.

“This can be chaotic. But we want to send a message: We’re here to help, and we want to put politics 
aside,” said New York City’s immigration commissioner, Manuel Castro, as he greeted arriving migrants 
on a recent morning.

Abbott started the practice in April with Washington, and Doug Ducey followed suit in May. Abbott also 
recently began sending buses to New York.

For migrants, the politics are only dimly understood — and far less relevant than finding temporary 
shelter, jobs and a long-term home in America.

“I have heard that the Texas governor is anti-immigrant,” Maldonado said outside a New York shelter. 
“It is like a war between the party of the governor of Texas and the party of Biden.”

A voluntary consent form for free transportation from Texas tells migrants that Washington is where the 
president and members of Congress “are more immediately able to help address the needs of migrants.”

Migrants who sign a consent form for a free trip to New York are told that the city has designated itself 
a “sanctuary” for migrants, who are provided with food and shelter.

U.S. authorities stopped migrants 1.43 million times at the Mexican border from January through July, 
up 28% from the same period last year. Many are released on humanitarian parole or with notices to 
appear in immigration court.

The sight of both cities scrambling to cope with the influx drew undisguised schadenfreude from Abbott, 
who called New York City “the ideal destination for these migrants, who can receive the abundance of city 
services and housing that Mayor Eric Adams has boasted about within the sanctuary city.”

In both cities, social service charities and churches have mobilized to support new arrivals, offering 
temporary shelter, medical attention and often a ticket to their next destination as they await a date in 
immigration court.

“Many are fleeing persecution and other very severe circumstances. They’re confused. And we want 
to make sure that we support them as much as possible and make sure that they’re not being used as 
political pawns,” Castro said.

On a recent August day, a bus of 41 migrants from Arizona arrived at a church in Washington’s Capitol 
Hill neighborhood, where they were greeted by workers from SAMU First Response, an international relief 
agency.

Within minutes the group was enjoying a hot meal inside the church and filling out arrival forms.
Texas buses arrive haphazardly, said Tatiana Laborde, the agency’s managing director. They only hear 

from charitable groups that a bus carrying a certain number of people has departed. At some point about 
48 hours later, that bus drops off riders at Washington’s Union Station.

Arizona provides detailed manifests of passengers and their nationalities, coordination on arrival times 
and has medical personnel aboard each bus.

“They don’t want to just dump people here,” Laborde said.
Many of those who arrive in Washington don’t stay long. Mayor Muriel Bowser, in her second request 

for National Guard support, told Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin that most migrants stay up to three days 
before moving on to their final destinations.

“They don’t know much about D.C. other than the president is here,” Laborde said.
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The Pentagon on Monday denied the mayor’s request for help, saying the use of the National Guard 

would be inappropriate and would hurt the overall readiness of the troops by forcing some to cancel or 
disrupt military training.

Kelin Enriquez, another Venezuelan, was among them. She and and her children first arrived in Wash-
ington and later found themselves at a family center in the Bronx to plan the family’s next steps.

“No one leaves their land because they want to. We want to work. We want a better opportunity,” said 
Enriquez, who helped care for Alzheimer’s patients in her native country.

Some migrants see a free ticket from the border as the best of bad options.
For Eduardo Garcia, the top priorities were finding a job and a place to live and starting life anew.
It was an agonizing journey, even if he hadn’t broken his left ankle while trying to keep his wife from 

falling along the perilous trail. He limped in pain for more than 1,000 miles.
“I didn’t care because I cared more about getting here,” he said.
He told no one about his fractured limb until he arrived in New York, where he got medical attention, 

a cast and crutches.
In New York, many of the migrants make their way to the offices of Catholic Charities. Officials in Texas 

— it is unclear who — listed the office as the migrants’ address, which perplexed church officials at the 
New York Diocese. The diocese has now received more than 1,300 court notices on behalf of migrants.

“I think we were maybe caught off guard, a little bit disappointed by the governments in Texas and 
Arizona just putting individuals on buses to D.C. without any plan at the other end,” said Msgr. Kevin Sul-
livan, executive director of migrant services for Catholic Charities in New York.

In the last two months, the procession of Venezuelans seeking refuge in the United States has grown 
dramatically. In July, Border Patrol agents stopped Venezuelans 17,603 times — up 34% from June and 
nearly triple from July 2021.

The United States does not recognize the government of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro because 
of allegations that the country’s 2018 election was a sham. The lack of official recognition complicates 
the country’s ability to take back asylum-seekers. The Mexican government also refuses to accept the 
migrants, which gives the U.S. few options in handling Venezuelans.

At a New York City shelter, brothers Leonardo Oviedo, 22, and Angel Mota, 19, seemed giddy shortly 
after arriving in New York. They had plans to reconnect with an acquaintance in New Jersey.

Big plans lie ahead. Oviedo wants to land a job. Mota wants to attend school. How they will accomplish 
their dreams was still uncertain as the pair swiped through photos of relatives they left behind in Venezu-
ela, including their mother, grandmother, brother and sister.

For now, neither brother is especially concerned about the politics that brought them here.
“We had nowhere to go,” Mota said outside a shelter on a sweltering summer morning. “This is where 

they would welcome us.”

Ukraine soccer league defies Russian war to begin season
By GRAHAM DUNBAR AP Sports Writer
Under threat of Russian attacks in a war that stopped all soccer in Ukraine in February, a new league 

season starts Tuesday in Kyiv with the goal of restoring some sense of normal life.
The elegant Olympic Stadium has staged the biggest European soccer games in the past decade though 

none as poignant as the opening-day meeting of Shakhtar Donetsk and Metalist 1925 from Kharkiv — 
teams from eastern cities that are fighting for their very existence.

No fans will be allowed in the 65,000-capacity downtown stadium for the 1 p.m. local time kickoff and 
the players must be rushed to bomb shelters if air-raid sirens sound.

“We have rules in case of an alarm and we should go to be underground,” Shakhtar captain Taras Ste-
panenko said Monday in a telephone interview with The Associated Press. “But I think the teams, the 
players will be proud of this event.”

“We are ready, we are strong and I think we will show to all the world Ukrainian life and will to win,” 
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the national-team veteran said.

The Ukrainian Premier League returns with the blessing of the nation’s leaders and in a week heavy 
with meaning.

Tuesday is Ukraine’s national flag day and Wednesday — Aug. 24 — is the celebration of independence 
from control by Moscow that the former Soviet Union republic declared in 1991.

“I spoke with our president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, about how important football is to distract,” Ukraine 
soccer federation president Andriy Pavelko told the AP in June about the commitment to restart. “We 
spoke about how it would be possible that football could help us to think about the future.”

No competitive soccer has been played in Ukraine since mid-December when the league paused for a 
scheduled midwinter break. Games were due to resume on Feb. 25, until the Russian military invasion 
started one day earlier.

The 16-team league restarts without Desna Chernihiv and Mariupol, teams from cities that have suffered 
brutal destruction.

All games will be played in and around Kyiv and further west and will be shown domestically, abroad 
and on YouTube in a deal with broadcaster Setanta agreed last week. The total value of $16.2 million over 
three years is less than some elite English Premier League players will earn this season.

The concept of home-field advantage may have gone for most teams though simply playing on Ukrainian 
soil — other games Tuesday are in Kyiv, Uzhhorod and Kovalivka — is remarkable.

Ukrainian clubs fulfilling their games in UEFA’s European competitions in recent weeks played in neigh-
boring Poland and Slovakia, or Sweden, to ensure the safety of opponents like Benfica and Fenerbahçe.

Shakhtar, which was top of the domestic standings when last season was formally abandoned, will 
host opponents at Legia Warsaw’s stadium when the Champions League group stage starts Sept. 6. The 
groups are drawn Thursday.

Just 10 months ago, Stepanenko and Shakhtar faced eventual title winner Real Madrid in a Champions 
League game at the Olympic Stadium — the same field where the storied Spanish team won the final in 
2018.

Last season, Shakhtar could field the core of Brazilian players it became famous for, funded by billionaire 
businessman Rinat Akhmetov who also owns the Azovstal steelworks in Mariupol.

Those star players have now left Ukraine and Shakhtar will rely more on young, homegrown talent, just 
like its traditional rival Dynamo Kyiv, which starts Sunday against Dnipro-1.

“Of course, it’s a new team,” Stepanenko acknowledged, adding: “We feel confident because we play 
for our country and for our people.”

Family sues Georgia sheriff over drug raid that killed woman
By RUSS BYNUM Associated Press
WOODBINE, Ga. (AP) — The family of a woman killed by gunfire last year as Georgia sheriff’s deputies 

with a drug warrant raided her cousin’s home announced a federal lawsuit Monday against the sheriff 
and others.

Attorneys for the family of 37-year-old Latoya James have argued her death echoes the fatal shooting 
in 2020 of Breonna Taylor in Kentucky. Both cases involved Black women killed in shootouts after law of-
ficers forced their way into darkened homes with little to no warning.

The civil lawsuit claims the deadly raid violated the slain woman’s civil rights. It was filed Sunday after 
the district attorney for coastal Camden County decided in April not to bring criminal charges against 
deputies in James’ death after concluding they were justified in using deadly force.

“I can never get her back,” the slain woman’s mother, Betty James, said through tears at a news confer-
ence Monday. “I got to hear her tell me Ì love you, mommy’ for the last time the night before they took 
her life. And I can never hear that again. My family wants justice. We deserve justice.”

The lawsuit names Camden County Sheriff Jim Proctor as a defendant as well as several deputies who 
took part in the fatal raid May 4, 2021. Filed on behalf of James’ 9-year-old daughter, the lawsuit seeks at 
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least $25 million in damages. It argues deputies violated James’ rights by forcing entry without giving the 
home’s occupants time to answer their knock.

James was spending the night at the home of her cousin, Varshan Brown, when deputies with a warrant 
to search for drugs knocked down the door of the darkened house at about 5 a.m. in Woodbine, located 
in Georgia’s coastal southeastern corner near the Florida line.

The Georgia Bureau of Investigation released body camera video that showed deputies announcing 
themselves, then immediately forcing their way inside. Multiple gunshots were fired within seconds.

The deputy wearing the body camera was carrying a shield that obstructed much of the video. It doesn’t 
show who opened fire, and neither James nor Brown can be seen in the three-minute clip.

The lawsuit says James was killed by bullets striking her in the shoulder and back as deputies and Brown 
fired guns at each other. Brown was wounded and later charged with crimes. Attorneys for the family said 
he opened fire not knowing that it was law enforcement officers entering his home.

“It was under the dark of night, it was unexpected,” said Reginald Greene, an attorney for James’ family. 
“It was unlawful, it was unjustified.”

Capt. Larry Bruce, a spokesman for the sheriff’s office, said the department does not comment on pend-
ing litigation.

District Attorney Keith Higgins’ office and the GBI have declined to say whether it was the deputies or 
Brown who fired the shots that killed James. Attorneys for James’ relatives said prosecutors have told the 
family that she was shot by deputies.

Regardless, Higgins’ office persuaded a grand jury to indict Brown on a charge of felony murder, arguing 
that he was responsible for the death of his cousin, James, by firing a gun at deputies.

Under Georgia law, someone can be convicted of felony murder if they commit a felony that results in a 
death, regardless of intent. Brown is also charged with felony counts of aggravated assault against peace 
officers, possessing cocaine with intent to distribute and illegal possession of a firearm by a convicted felon.

Brown has pleaded not guilty to the charges. He remains jailed in Camden County. Attorneys for James’ 
family have called on prosecutors to drop the murder charge against him.

James’ family last week asked the Justice Department to investigate her death, saying there are striking 
parallels between the Georgia case and the 2020 raid by police officers in Louisville, Kentucky, that left 
Taylor dead. The Justice Department filed federal civil rights charges against four Louisville officers earlier 
this month in connection to Taylor’s death.

Russia blames Ukraine for nationalist’s car bombing death
By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — Moving quickly to assign blame, Russia on Monday declared Ukrainian intelligence 

responsible for the brazen car bombing that killed the daughter of a leading right-wing Russian political 
thinker over the weekend. Ukraine denied involvement.

Darya Dugina, a 29-year-old commentator with a nationalist Russian TV channel, died when a remotely 
controlled explosive device planted in her SUV blew up on Saturday night as she was driving on the out-
skirts of Moscow, ripping the vehicle apart and killing her on the spot, authorities said.

Her father, Alexander Dugin, a philosopher, writer and political theorist who ardently supports Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s decision to send troops into Ukraine, was widely believed to be the intended 
target. Russian media quoted witnesses as saying that the SUV belonged to Dugin and that he had decided 
at the last minute to travel in another vehicle.

Russia’s Federal Security Service, or FSB, the main successor to the KGB, said Dugina’s killing was “pre-
pared and perpetrated by the Ukrainian special services.”

The FSB said a Ukrainian citizen, Natalya Vovk, carried out the killing and then fled to Estonia.
In Estonia, the prosecutor general’s office said in a statement carried by the Baltic News Services that 

it “has not received any requests or inquiries from the Russian authorities on this topic.”
The FSB said Vovk arrived in Russia in July with her 12-year-old daughter and rented an apartment in 



Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 047 ~ 43 of 69

Groton Daily Independent
the building where Dugina lived in order to shadow her. It said that Vovk and her daughter were at a na-
tionalist festival that Dugin and his daughter attended just before the killing.

The agency released video of the suspect from surveillance cameras at the border crossings and at the 
entrance to the Moscow apartment building.

The FSB said Vovk used a license plate for Ukraine’s Russian-backed separatist Donetsk region to enter 
Russia and a Kazakhstan plate in Moscow before switching to a Ukrainian one to cross into Estonia.

Ukraine’s presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak denied any Ukrainian involvement in the bombing. In a 
tweet, he dismissed the FSB claims as fiction, casting them as part of infighting between Russian security 
agencies.

In a letter extending condolences to Dugin and his wife, Putin denounced the “cruel and treacherous” 
killing and added that Dugina “honestly served people and the Fatherland, proving what it means to be a 
patriot of Russia with her deeds.” He posthumously awarded Dugina the Order of Courage, one of Russia’s 
highest medals.

Russian Foreign Minisry spokeswoman Maria Zakharov said Dugina’s killing reflected Kyiv’s reliance on 
“terrorism as an instrument of its criminal ideology.”

In a statement, Dugin described his daughter as a “rising star” who was “treacherously killed by enemies 
of Russia.”

“Our hearts are longing not just for revenge and retaliation. It would be too petty, not in Russia style,” 
Dugin wrote. “We need only victory.”

The car bombing, unusual for Moscow since the gang wars of the turbulent 1990s, triggered calls from 
Russian nationalists to respond by ramping up strikes on Ukraine.

Sergei Markov, a pro-Kremlin political analyst, argued that the perpetrators of Dugina’s killing might have 
hoped to encourage a split between those in the Russian elite who advocate a political compromise to end 
the hostilities in Ukraine and proponents of even tougher military action.

Dugin, dubbed “Putin’s brain” and “Putin’s Rasputin” by some in the West, has been a prominent propo-
nent of the “Russian world” concept, a spiritual and political ideology that emphasizes traditional values, 
the restoration of Russia’s global influence and the unity of all ethnic Russians throughout the world.

Dugin helped popularize the “Novorossiya,” or “New Russia” concept that Russia used to justify the 2014 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and its support of separatist rebels in eastern Ukraine. He has 
urged the Kremlin to step up its operations in Ukraine.

Dugin has also promoted authoritarian leadership in Russia and spoken with disdain of liberal Western 
values. He has been slapped with U.S. and European Union sanctions.

His daughter expressed similar views and had appeared as a commentator on the TV channel Tsargrad, 
where Dugin had served as chief editor.

Dugina herself was sanctioned by the U.S. in March for her work as chief editor of United World Inter-
national, a website that Washington has described as a source of disinformation.

In an appearance on Russian television last week, Dugina called America “a zombie society” where people 
oppose Russia but cannot find it on a map.

U.S. State Department spokesman Ned Price said Monday that Washington “unequivocally” condemns 
the targeting of civilians.

“We condemn the targeting of civilians, whether that’s in Kiev, whether that’s in Bucha, whether that’s 
in Kharkiv, whether that’s in Kramatorsk, whether that’s in Mariupol, or whether that’s in Moscow. That 
principle applies around the world,” Price said.

Ukraine: 9,000 of its troops killed since Russia began war
By HANNA ARHIROVA Associated Press
NIKOPOL, Ukraine (AP) — Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has already killed some 9,000 Ukrainian soldiers 

since it began nearly six months ago, a general said, and the fighting Monday showed no signs that the 
war is abating.
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At a veteran’s event, Ukraine’s military chief, Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi, said many of Ukraine’s children need 

to be taken care of because “their father went to the front line and, perhaps, is one of those almost 9,000 
heroes who died.”

In Nikopol, across the river from Ukraine’s main nuclear power plant, Russian shelling wounded four 
people Monday, an official said. The city on the Dnieper River has faced relentless pounding since July 12 
that has damaged 850 buildings and sent about half its population of 100,000 fleeing.

“I feel hate towards Russians,” said 74-year-old Liudmyla Shyshkina, standing on the edge of her de-
stroyed fourth-floor apartment in Nikopol that no longer has walls. She is still injured from the Aug. 10 
blast that killed her 81-year-old husband, Anatoliy.

“The Second World War didn’t take away my father, but the Russian war did,” noted Pavlo Shyshkin, his 
son.

The U.N. says 5,587 civilians have been killed and 7,890 wounded in the Russian invasion of Ukraine that 
began on Feb. 24, although the estimate is likely an undercount. The U.N. children’s agency said Monday 
that at least 972 Ukrainian children have been killed or injured since Russia invaded. UNICEF Executive 
Director Catherine Russell said these are U.N.-verified figures but “we believe the number to be much 
higher.”

U.S. President Joe Biden and the leaders of Britain, France and Germany pleaded Sunday for Russia to 
end military operations so close to the Zaporizhzhya nuclear plant — Europe’s largest — but Nikopol came 
under fire three times overnight from rockets and mortar shells. Houses, a kindergarten, a bus station 
and stores were hit, authorities said.

There are widespread fears that continued shelling and fighting in the area could lead to a nuclear 
catastrophe. Russia has asked for an urgent meeting of the U.N. Security Council on Tuesday to discuss 
the situation — a move “the audacity” of which Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy decried in his 
evening video address.

“The total number of different Russian cruise missiles that Russia used against us is approaching 3,500. 
It is simply impossible to count the strikes of Russian artillery; there are so many of them, and they are 
so intense,” Zelensky said Monday.

Western nations had already scheduled a council meeting on Wednesday -- the six-month anniversary 
of the Russian invasion -- on its impact on Ukraine.

Vladimir Rogov, an official with the Russia-installed administration of the occupied Zaporizhzhia region, 
claimed that because of shelling from Ukraine, staffing at the nuclear plant had been cut sharply. Ukrai-
nians say Russia is storing weapons at the plant and has blocked off areas to Ukrainian nuclear workers.

Monday’s announcement of the scope of Ukraine’s military dead stands in sharp contrast to Russia’s 
military, which last gave an update on March 25 when it said 1,351 Russian troops were killed during the 
first month of fighting. U.S. military officials estimated two weeks ago that Russia has lost between 70,000 
to 80,000 soldiers, both killed and wounded in action.

On Monday though, Moscow turned its attention to one specific civilian death.
Russia blamed Ukrainian spy agencies for the weekend car bombing on the outskirts of Moscow that 

killed the daughter of a far-right Russian nationalist who ardently supports the invasion of Ukraine.
Russia’s Federal Security Service, the main successor to the KGB, said Monday the killing was “prepared 

and perpetrated by the Ukrainian special services.” It charged that the bombing that killed 29-year-old 
TV commentator Darya Dugina, whose father, political theorist Alexander Dugin, is often referred to as 
“Putin’s brain,” was carried out by a Ukrainian citizen who left Russia for Estonia quickly afterward.

Ukrainian officials have vehemently denied any involvement in the car bombing. Estonian officials say 
Russia has not asked them to look for the alleged bomber or even spoken to them about the bombing.

On the front lines, the Ukraine military said it carried out a strike on a key bridge over the Dnieper River 
in the Russian-occupied Kherson region. Local Russia-installed officials said the strike killed two people 
Monday and wounded 16 others.

Photos on social media showed thick plumes of smoke rising over the Antonivskiy Bridge, an important 
supply route for the Russian military in Kherson.
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On the Russian-occupied Crimean Peninsula, anxiety has been spreading following a spate of fires and 

explosions at Russian facilities over the past two weeks. The Russian-backed governor of Sevastopol, 
Mikhail Razvozhaev, ordered that signs showing the location of bomb shelters be placed in the city, which 
had long seemed untouchable.

Razvozhaev said on Telegram the city is well-protected but “it is better to know where the shelters are.”
Sevastopol, the Crimean port that is the home of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, has seen a series of drone 

attacks. A drone exploded at the fleet’s headquarters on July 31, and another was shot down over it last 
week. Authorities said air-defense systems have shot down other drones as well.

On Monday evening, Sevastopol residents reported hearing loud explosions on social media. Razvozhaev 
said the air-defense system had shot down “an object ... at high altitude.”

“Preliminary (conclusion) is that it is, again, a drone,” he wrote on Telegram.
Russian President Vladimir Putin didn’t directly mention the war during a speech Monday marking National 

Flag Day but echoed some of the justifications cited for the invasion.
“We are firm in pursuing in the international arena only those policies that meet the fundamental inter-

ests of the motherland,” Putin said. He maintains that Russia sent troops into Ukraine to protect its people 
against the encroaching West.

Cineworld considers bankruptcy as cinema struggles continue
The Associated Press undefined
LONDON (AP) — Conditions are dimming at many movie theaters around the world.
Cineworld Group PLC, one of the industry’s biggest theater operators, confirmed Monday that it’s con-

sidering filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in the U.S., as it contends with billions of dollars in 
debt and more empty seats in front of its screens than expected.

The British company, which owns Regal Cinemas in the United States and operates in 10 countries, 
said its theaters remain “open for business as usual” as it considers options for relief from its debt load. 
Cineworld said it expects to continue operating even after any potential filing, though its stock investors 
could face steep or total losses on their holdings.

Cineworld faces challenges specific to itself after building up $4.8 billion in net debt, not including lease 
liabilities. But the entire industry is navigating a tenuous recovery after the pandemic shut theaters world-
wide.

To be sure, moviegoers have streamed back into theaters this year to see blockbusters like “Spider-Man: 
No Way Home,” “Top Gun: Maverick,” and “Jurassic Park: Dominion.” Industry giant Warner Discovery has 
said it’s doubling down on theaters and moving away from debuting films on its HBO Max streaming service.

But this summer’s $3.3 billion in ticket sales is still running nearly 20% behind the summer of 2019, 
before the pandemic, as of Sunday, according to data firm Comscore. And there don’t seem to be any big 
hits on the immediate horizon to make those numbers much better.

Cineworld said its admissions levels have recently been below expectations. And with a “limited film 
slate,” it expects the lower levels to continue until November. That would mean an additional crunch to 
its finances.

Cineworld said it’s holding talks with lenders and other major stakeholders as it reviews its financial op-
tions. It also said it expects “ultimately to continue its business over the longer term with no significant 
impact upon its employees.” It has about 28,000 workers, according to the company’s website.

Even if employees could make it through intact, shareholders may not. The company warned again 
Monday that a transaction to ease the debt on its balance sheet could hurt its stock investors.

The company’s stock in London tumbled 21.4% to the equivalent of roughly 3.8 U.S. cents. That followed 
a 58.3% plunge on Friday after The Wall Street Journal reported the company was preparing to file for 
bankruptcy protection within weeks.

Shares of other theater chains also stumbled Monday, but nowhere near as much as Cineworld. Cinemark 
Holdings fell 5.8% to $15.33, for example.
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Its executives said earlier in August that the next two months will be challenged by a dip in new releases. 

But they also said they’re hopeful for a strong close of the year.
Rival AMC Entertainment has also called the upcoming film schedule relatively weak, though it’s optimistic 

about the end of the year and about 2023.
This year, about a third less wide-release films have been put into theaters as before the pandemic. 

Some of that has to do with residual delays in Hollywood’s production pipeline caused by earlier COVID-19 
shutdowns and postponements. But it’s also because a lot of movies go straight to streaming.

One of the summer’s most-watched movies, the Ryan Gosling-Chris Evans action thriller “The Gray Man,” 
played on Netflix.

Unless films like Sony Pictures’ “Woman King,” with Viola Davis, or the buzzy Warner Bros. release “Don’t 
Worry Darling,” with Harry Styles and Florence Pugh, overperform expectations, the next month or two in 
theaters lack sure-things before “Halloween Ends” and “Black Adam” arrive in late October. Farther on the 
horizon, though, are a few sequels that could set box-office records: “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” 
(Nov. 11) and “Avatar” (Dec. 16).

AMC’s stock fell to $10.46 from $18.02 on Friday, though it had other factors impacting the shares. Mon-
day marked the first day of trading for the company’s new preferred equity units, which have the ticker 
symbol “APE.”

Investors received one share of APE for every AMC share they owned at the end of Friday. Analysts said 
it was similar to a two-for-one stock split, a deal that often sees a company’s share price drop by roughly 
half. Analysts said the new APE shares offer AMC a way to raise cash in the future, which it could use to 
reduce its debt.

The company last year tapped the stock market to raise cash, taking advantage of a huge run-up in its 
share price when it got caught up the frenzy surrounding so-called meme stocks.

Its shares rose sixfold in January 2021 and then more than doubled that May and again in June. The 
gains were driven by hordes of amateur investors, with some referring to themselves as “apes” willing to 
hold the stock regardless of whether professional Wall Street called it a bad buy.

New space telescope shows Jupiter’s auroras, tiny moons
By MARCIA DUNN AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — The world’s newest and biggest space telescope is showing Jupiter as 

never before, auroras and all.
Scientists released the shots Monday of the solar system’s biggest planet.
The James Webb Space Telescope took the photos in July, capturing unprecedented views of Jupiter’s 

northern and southern lights, and swirling polar haze. Jupiter’s Great Red Spot, a storm big enough to 
swallow Earth, stands out brightly alongside countless smaller storms.

One wide-field picture is particularly dramatic, showing the faint rings around the planet, as well as two 
tiny moons against a glittering background of galaxies.

“We’ve never seen Jupiter like this. It’s all quite incredible,” said planetary astronomer Imke de Pater, of 
the University of California, Berkeley, who helped lead the observations.

“We hadn’t really expected it to be this good, to be honest,” she added in a statement.
The infrared images were artificially colored in blue, white, green, yellow and orange, according to the 

U.S.-French research team, to make the features stand out.
NASA and the European Space Agency’s $10 billion successor to the Hubble Space Telescope rocketed 

away at the end of last year and has been observing the cosmos in the infrared since summer. Scientists 
hope to behold the dawn of the universe with Webb, peering all the way back to when the first stars and 
galaxies were forming 13.7 billion years ago.

The observatory is positioned 1 million miles (1.6 million kilometers) from Earth.

NM city, victim of government burn, now faces water shortage
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By SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN and BRITTANY PETERSON Associated Press
LAS VEGAS, N.M. (AP) — In the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, buzzing chainsaws interrupt the serenity. 

Crews are hustling to remove charred trees and other debris that have been washing down the moun-
tainsides in the wake of the largest wildfire in New Mexico’s recorded history, choking rivers and streams.

Heavy equipment operators are moving boulders dislodged by the daily torrential summer rains that 
have followed the flames.

Workers have dug trenches and built barriers to help keep the flood of muddy, ash-laden runoff from 
causing more damage so it won’t further contaminate the drinking water supply for the community of 
more than 10,000 that sits at the edge of the forest.

The clock is ticking for Las Vegas, a college town and economic hub for ranchers and farmers who have 
called this rural expanse of the Sangre de Cristo mountain range home for generations.

It has less than 30 days of drinking water left.
Events have been canceled in an effort to discourage more people from coming to town. Residents are 

showering with buckets in hopes of salvaging extra water for other uses. Restaurants are worried they 
may have to cut back on serving their signature red and green chile dishes. The three universities that 
call Las Vegas home are coming up with conservation plans as the school year kicks off.

“It is disheartening to our families and our children to not know that they may not have water in a month 
from now,” said Leo Maestas, the city manager.

It was just months earlier that thousands of residents from Las Vegas and dozens of surrounding mountain 
villages were forced to pack up their belongings, load their livestock into trailers and flee as the wildfire 
raged, fueled by unprecedented hot, dry winds.

They watched from a distance as an area larger than Los Angeles was devoured by a conflagration 
sparked by the federal government when two planned burns meant to reduce the threat of wildfire went 
awry due to a combination of human error and outdated modeling that didn’t account for extreme weather. 
Hundreds of homes were destroyed and livelihoods lost.

Amid an undercurrent of heartbreak and anger, residents are feeling the sting yet again as their water 
supply dwindles as a result and the pressures of climate change show no signs of letting up.

“I mean what else could possibly happen?” asked Las Vegas Mayor Louie Trujillo, not wanting to tempt 
fate.

Trujillo said the community is no stranger to watering restrictions as drought has long been part of life 
in northern New Mexico. He and other residents have become experts at using just half the water of the 
average American, or about 44 gallons.

“So asking the citizens to do even more is quite an imposition. It’s very hard,” said Trujillo, as he pre-
pared for federal emergency managers to arrive with another truckload of bottled water for distribution 
to community members.

Utility managers have been unable to tap into their usual source — the Gallinas River — since it has 
been choked by ash and debris.

Trujillo declared an emergency in late July and New Mexico’s governor followed with her own declara-
tion, freeing up funding to help pay for the installation of a temporary treatment system that will allow for 
water from a nearby lake to be used to supplement supplies.

City officials expect that system to be installed next week. It will be capable of treating about 1.5 millions 
gallons (5.7 million litres) a day, about what the city consumes daily. But it’s only a Band-Aid, Trujillo said.

Like other western cities, Las Vegas is in search of alternative sources of water as nearby rivers and 
reservoirs shrink amid hotter, drier conditions. The wildfire complicates matters.

New Mexico’s largest city, for example, was forced to stop pulling water from the Rio Grande this year 
as it dried up within Albuquerque city limits for the first time in decades. And for the second year in a 
row, Arizona and Nevada will face cuts in the amount of water they can draw from the Colorado River as 
the western drought becomes more acute.

Las Vegas is hoping the temporary treatment system will slow down the ticking clock as crews continue 
work upstream to keep more ash, debris and sediment from clogging the Gallinas River that feeds the 
city’s reservoirs.
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Trujillo said a permanent treatment system on the river could cost more than $100 million, far beyond 

the city’s means. There’s no timetable for designing or building such a system.
What is heartbreaking for the mayor is that the region is experiencing one of the best monsoon seasons 

in several years. Had it not been for the fire and the contamination, the city would have been able to cap-
ture the storm runoff pulsing through the river and bolster its reservoirs for the future as drought persists.

For Trujillo, his neighbors, the governor and members of Congress, the blame for the current water crisis 
falls squarely on the federal government.

“We’re going to continue to hold them responsible and expect them to pay for all of the improvements 
that we’re going to have to make,” the mayor said.

Daniel Patterson, a resource adviser with the U.S. Forest Service, called it an all-hands-on-deck approach 
as the agency works with local officials to protect the watershed that supplies Las Vegas. He acknowledged 
the Forest Service’s responsibility to restore the watershed as well as people’s access to their private 
property and traditional practices like gathering firewood from the forest.

“Those are all top priorities right now,” he said. “But it’s a heavy lift and it’s a long haul.”
President Joe Biden flew over the burn scar during a quick visit in June, promising the federal govern-

ment would step up. Still, many residents feel abandoned.
Danny Lopez, who owns a ranch just outside of Las Vegas, called the past few months a nightmare. The 

fire charred nearly one square mile of land where he used to graze his cattle. His fences burned and the 
roof of his home was singed, damage now worsened by the summer rains.

His alfalfa fields have been compromised by the mud, ash and debris rolling off the surrounding hillsides. 
And with electricity cut off for months, he and his neighbors lost everything they had stockpiled in their 
fridges and freezers.

His request for aid from FEMA is tangled in red tape, with federal officials requiring something that simply 
does not exist for many rural properties — a street address.

“They don’t understand the devastation,” said Lopez, who has been forced to reduce his herd by half. 
“They don’t know how the people live here and how they get by here.”

Charlie Sandoval is the owner of Charlie’s Bakery Café in downtown Las Vegas. It has served as a gath-
ering spot for the community and travelers for decades, made famous by its homemade chile recipes, 
fresh tortillas and cinnamon rolls.

It takes as much as 13 gallons (49 litres) of water to make one big batch of chile. Then there’s the water 
needed for the tortillas and the dough for the pastries.

“Everything that we do just takes water,” Sandoval said. “And it just really scares me. What would hap-
pen if we run out of water, you know?”

The bakery is using more plastic and paper items to cut down on dishwashing. But supplies are expen-
sive, and the bottom line is taking a hit.

If more restrictions are imposed, Sandoval worries about how long he can keep the bakery open and 
what that might mean for his employees.

At the end of July, the city implemented Stage 6 restrictions, meaning no more outdoor watering, no 
refilling of swimming pools, restaurants cannot serve water to customers unless requested, and no new 
water accounts can be activated.

For City Manager Maestas, it’s been a sleepless month. More than once he’s jumped into his pickup in 
the middle of the night and rushed down to check on a diversion point along the Gallinas River. Standing 
there, he stares down an impossible decision: If the contaminated river rises fast enough post-monsoon, 
will he direct the flow into town and flood homes? Or will he further pollute the city’s back-up drinking 
water supply?

Fear, sadness and then anxiety set in. He wants to make the right decision.
“No city official or government official should ever be put in that predicament,” he said.

Fauci to step down after decades as top US infection expert
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By LAURAN NEERGAARD and ZEKE MILLER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert who became a house-

hold name — and the subject of partisan attacks — during the COVID-19 pandemic, announced Monday 
he will leave the federal government in December after more than five decades.

Fauci directs the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, is chief medical adviser to President 
Joe Biden and also leads a lab studying the immune system.

While the COVID-19 pandemic introduced him to millions of Americans, he’s given straight-talk to the 
nation about numerous outbreaks including HIV/AIDS, SARS, pandemic flu, Ebola and the 2001 anthrax 
attacks.

“I’ve gone into this campus and into the labs and into the hospital every day, including most weekends, 
for 54 years. The idea of walking away from it obviously is bittersweet,” Fauci told The Associated Press.

In announcing his departure, the 81-year-old Fauci called his roles “the honor of a lifetime” but said it 
was time “to pursue the next chapter of my career.”

Known for his candor and for the ability to translate complex medical information into everyday language, 
Fauci has been a key adviser to seven presidents starting with Ronald Reagan.

Fauci became the face of the government response to COVID-19 as it hit in early 2020, with frequent 
appearances on television news and at daily press conferences with White House officials, including then-
President Donald Trump. But as the pandemic deepened, Fauci fell out of favor with Trump when his 
urgings of continued public caution clashed with the former president’s desire to return to normalcy and 
to promote unproven treatments for the virus.

Fauci found himself marginalized by the Trump administration, but he continued to speak out publicly 
in media interviews, advocating social distancing and masks in public settings before the rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccines.

He was also the subject of political attacks and death threats and was given a security detail for his 
protection.

When Biden won the White House, he asked Fauci to stay on in his administration in an elevated capacity.
“I’ve been able to call him at any hour of the day for his advice,” Biden said in a statement. “Whether 

you’ve met him personally or not, he has touched all Americans’ lives with his work. I extend my deep-
est thanks for his public service. The United States of America is stronger, more resilient, and healthier 
because of him.”

Fauci said he planned to continue working after leaving the government, saying he wants to use his 
experience “to hopefully inspire the younger generation of scientists and would-be scientists” to consider 
a career in public service.

For all the rancor of the coronavirus pandemic, it wasn’t Fauci’s first run-in with an angry public. He be-
came head of the infectious diseases branch of the National Institutes of Health in 1984 when the nation 
was in the throes of the AIDS crisis. Activists protested what they saw as government indifference and 
Fauci, frustrated at being unable to save dying patients in the NIH’s hospital, brought them to the table 
in the hunt for treatments.

Later, under President George W. Bush, Fauci helped develop PEPFAR, the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief, to bring life-saving HIV treatments to developing countries. In 2008, Bush awarded Fauci 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Fauci said Monday he’d hoped there would be a successful HIV vaccine before he retired but “it wasn’t 
for lack of trying” to overcome extraordinary scientific challenges posed by that virus.

Fast forward to COVID-19, and for many Americans, Fauci has remained a trusted voice even as scientists 
were surprised again and again by a fast-evolving new virus. The NIH had laid the scientific groundwork 
for the speedy development of powerful coronavirus vaccines that, while not perfect, are highly effective 
at preventing serious illness and death.

Fauci told the AP that he remains frustrated at the country’s divisions over how to handle the pandemic.
“If ever there was a situation where you wanted a unified approach and everybody pulling together for 
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the common good, it would be when you’re in the middle of a public health crisis,” he said. “As a physician 
and a scientist, I and my colleagues have the responsibility to do what’s correct, what is science-based.”

Palestinian striker held by Israel in critical condition
By ILAN BEN ZION and ALON BERNSTEIN Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — A Palestinian hunger striker held by Israel is in critical condition and could die at 

any moment from a range of maladies, a doctor who has examined him said Monday, after the country’s 
Supreme Court rejected an appeal to release the man.

Khalil Awadeh, 40, has been on a hunger strike since March to protest his so-called administrative deten-
tion, an Israeli policy of holding Palestinians for alleged involvement in militant activity. Detainees can be 
held without charge or trial for months or years at a time, without seeing the purported evidence against 
them. Israel describes the policy as a necessary security measure, while critics say it is a violation of due 
process.

Awawdeh’s family says he has been on the hunger strike for 170 days, subsisting only on water. Photos 
of Awawdeh taken by his lawyer on Friday showed him emaciated and lying in a hospital bed.

Dr. Lina Qasem-Hassan, a doctor with Physicians for Human Rights who visited Awadeh earlier this 
month, said he was extremely thin and suffering from malnutrition.

She said there are signs of neurological damage, with symptoms like memory loss, an inability to con-
centrate, involuntary eye movement and a near loss in vision. She said there was a risk of heart failure 
or kidney failure at any time.

“There is no doubt there is a risk for his life,” she said.
His lawyer, Ahlam Haddad, appealed last week to the Supreme Court to release him due to his failing 

health. But on Sunday, the court rejected the appeal.
In its ruling, the court said it had examined classified security information about Awawdeh and deter-

mined there was “solid and strong justification for the decision of administrative detention.”
Haddad said she would file another request for his release as soon as his condition worsens. “This is 

the equation, a difficult equation,” she said.
Israel’s Shin Bet security agency did not respond to a message seeking comment.
The Israeli military arrested Awawdeh last December, claiming he was an operative for the Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad militant group — an allegation that his lawyer has dismissed.
Awawdeh is one of several Palestinian prisoners who have gone on prolonged hunger strikes in recent 

years to protest their administrative detentions. Many continued to suffer permanent health problems 
after their release.

Israel says administrative detentions help keep dangerous militants off the streets and allow the gov-
ernment to hold suspects without divulging sensitive intelligence or evidence against the suspects. Critics 
say it denies prisoners due process and is aimed at quashing opposition to Israel’s 55-year occupation of 
territories the Palestinians seek for a future state.

Israel is currently holding some 4,400 Palestinian prisoners, including militants who have carried out 
deadly attacks, as well as people arrested at protests or for throwing stones.

Around 670 Palestinians are currently being held in administrative detention, a number that has jumped 
since March as Israel began near-nightly arrest raids in the occupied West Bank following a series of 
deadly attacks against Israelis.

Awawdeh’s family says he has not eaten food since March, though he took some vitamin supplements 
over two weeks in June when he thought his case was being resolved.

Trump’s turbulent White House years culminate in Fla. search
By JILL COLVIN and MICHAEL BALSAMO Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Mounds of paper piled on his desk. Framed magazine covers and keepsakes lining 

the walls. One of Shaquille O’Neal’s giant sneakers displayed alongside football helmets, boxing belts and 
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other sports memorabilia, crowding his Trump Tower office and limiting table space.

Well before he entered politics, former President Donald Trump had a penchant for collecting. And that 
lifelong habit — combined with his flip disregard for the rules of government record keeping, his careless 
handling of classified information, and a chaotic transition born from his refusal to accept defeat in 2020 
— have all culminated in a federal investigation that poses extraordinary legal and political challenges.

The search of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club earlier this month to retrieve documents from his White House 
years was an unprecedented law enforcement action against a former president who is widely expected 
to run for office once again. Officials have not revealed exactly what was contained in the boxes, but the 
FBI has said it recovered 11 sets of classified records, including some marked “sensitive compartmented 
information,” a special category meant to protect secrets that could cause “exceptionally grave” damage 
to U.S. interests if revealed publicly.

Why Trump refused to turn over the seized documents despite repeated requests remains unclear. But 
Trump’s flouting of the Presidential Records Act, which outlines how materials should be preserved, was 
well documented throughout his time in office.

He routinely tore up official papers that later had to be taped back together. Official items that would 
traditionally be turned over to the National Archives became intermingled with his personal belongings in 
the White House residence. Classified information was tweeted, shared with reporters and adversaries — 
even found in a White House complex bathroom.

John Bolton, who served as Trump’s third national security adviser, said that, before he arrived, he’d 
heard “there was a concern in the air about how he handled information. And as my time went on, I could 
certainly see why.”

Others in the Trump administration took more care with sensitive documents. Asked directly if he kept 
any classified information upon leaving office, former Vice President Mike Pence told The Associated Press 
on Friday, “No, not to my knowledge.”

The investigation into Trump’s handling of documents comes as he’s facing mounting legal scrutiny on 
multiple fronts. A Georgia investigation into election interference has moved closer to the former president, 
with former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, a top defender, informed earlier this month that he is a 
target of a criminal probe.

Meanwhile, Trump invoked his Fifth Amendment protection against self-incrimination as he testified under 
oath in the New York attorney general’s long-running civil investigation into his business dealings. A top 
executive at the business pleaded guilty last week in a tax fraud case brought by the Manhattan district 
attorney.

But few legal threats have galvanized Trump and his most loyal supporters like the Mar-a-Lago search. 
The former president and his allies have argued the move amounts to political persecution, noting the 
judge who approved the warrant has given money to Democrats. The judge, however, has also supported 
Republicans. And White House officials have repeatedly said they had no prior knowledge of plans to 
search the estate.

Trump allies have tried to claim the presidency granted him unlimited power to unilaterally declassify 
documents without formal declaration. But David Laufman, the former chief of the Justice Department’s 
counterintelligence section, said that’s not how it works.

“It just strikes me as a post hoc public affairs strategy that has no relationship to how classified infor-
mation is in fact declassified,” said Laufman, who oversaw the investigation into Hillary Clinton’s personal 
email server during her tenure as secretary of state. While he said it is true that there is no statute or 
order that outlines procedures the president must abide by to declassify information, “at the same time 
it’s ludicrous to posit that a decision to declassify documents would not have been contemporaneously 
memorialized in writing.”

It’s “not self executing,” he added. “There has to be some objective, contemporaneous, evidence-based 
corroboration of the claims that they’re making. And of course there won’t be because they’re making it 
all up.”
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The decision to keep classified documents at Mar-a-Lago — a property frequented by paying members, 

their guests and anyone attending the weddings, political fundraisers, charity dinners and other events 
held on site — was part of a long pattern of disregard for national security secrets. Former aides described 
a “cavalier” attitude toward classified information that played out in public view.

There was the dinner with then-Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Mar-a-Lago’s patio, where fellow 
diners watched and snapped cellphone photos as the two men reviewed details of a North Korean missile 
test.

There was the time Trump revealed highly classified information allegedly from Israeli sources about 
Islamic State militants to Russian officials. And there was the time he tweeted a high-resolution satellite 
image of an apparent explosion at an Iranian space center, which intelligence officials had warned was 
highly sensitive. Trump insisted he had “the absolute right” to share it.

Former White House press secretary Stephanie Grisham said Trump was “careless” with sensitive and 
classified information and “seemed never to bother with why that was bad.”

Grisham recalled one incident involving Conan, a U.S. military dog hailed as a hero for his role in the raid 
that killed Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. She said that before the dog’s arrival at the White 
House, staff had received a briefing in which they were told the dog could not be photographed because 
the images could put his handlers in danger. But when the dog arrived, Trump decided he wanted to show 
it off to the press.

“Because he wanted the publicity, out went Conan,” she said. “It’s an example of him not caring if he 
put lives in danger. ... It was like its his own shiny toy he’s showing off to his friends to impress them.”

Bolton said that, during his time working for Trump, he and others often tried to explain the stakes and 
the risks of exposing sources and methods.

“I don’t think any of it sank in. He didn’t seem to appreciate just how sensitive it was, how dangerous 
it was for some of our people and the risks that they could be exposed to,” he said. “What looks like an 
innocuous picture to a private citizen can be a gold mine to a foreign intelligence” entity.

“I would say over and over again, ‘This is really sensitive, really sensitive.’ And he’d say, ‘I know’ and 
then go and do it anyway.”

Bolton said that top intelligence officials would gather before briefings to discuss how best to handle 
sensitive subjects, strategizing about how much needed to be shared. Briefers quickly learned that Trump 
often tried to hang onto sensitive documents, and would take steps to make sure documents didn’t go 
missing, including using iPads to show them to him.

“Sometimes he would ask to keep it and they’d say, ‘It’s really sensitive.’ Sometime he just wouldn’t give 
it back.”

Trump’s refusal to accept his election loss also contributed to the chaos that engulfed his final days in 
office. The General Services Administration was slow to acknowledge President Joe Biden’s win, delaying 
the transition process and leaving little time to pack.

While other White House staff and even the former first lady started making arrangements, Trump largely 
refused. At the same time, White House staff were departing in droves as part of the regular “offboarding 
process,” while morale among others had cratered in the aftermath of the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Bolton said he doubted that Trump had taken documents for nefarious reasons, and instead thought 
Trump likely considered them “souvenirs” like the many he’d collected through his life.

“I think he just thought some things were cool and he wanted them,” Bolton said. “Some days he liked 
to collect french fries. Some days he liked to collect documents. He just collected things.”

The Washington Post first reported in February that the National Archives had retrieved 15 boxes of docu-
ments and other items from Mar-a-Lago that should have been turned over to the agency when Trump left 
the White House. An initial review of that material concluded that Trump had brought presidential records 
and several other documents that were marked classified to Mar-a-Lago.

The investigation into the handling of classified material intensified in the spring as prosecutors and 
federal agents interviewed several people who worked in the Trump White House about how records — 
and particularly classified documents — were handled during the chaotic end of the Trump presidency, a 
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person familiar with the matter told The Associated Press. Around the same time, prosecutors also issued 
a subpoena for records Trump was keeping at Mar-a-Lago and subpoenaed for surveillance video from 
Mar-a-Lago showing the area where the records were being stored, the person said.

A top Justice Department official traveled to Mar-a-Lago in early June and looked through some of the 
material that was stored in boxes. After that meeting, prosecutors interviewed another witness who told 
them that there were likely additional classified documents still stored at Mar-a-Lago, the person said. The 
person was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.

The Justice Department later sought a search warrant and retrieved the additional tranches of classified 
records.

Election staff abruptly quits, upending rural Texas county
By PAUL J. WEBER Associated Press
FREDERICKSBURG , Texas (AP) — Part of why Terry Hamilton says he abruptly left his job running 

elections deep in Texas wine country is by now a familiar story in America: He became fed up with the 
harassment that followed the 2020 election.

But this was no ordinary exit.
On the brink of November’s midterm elections, it was not just Hamilton who up and quit this month but 

also the only other full-time election worker in rural Gillespie County. The sudden emptying of an entire 
local elections department came less than 70 days before voters start casting ballots.

By the middle of last week, no one was left at the darkened and locked elections office in a metal build-
ing annex off the main road in Fredericksburg. A “Your Vote Counts” poster hung in a window by the door.

A scramble is now underway to train replacements and ground them in layers of new Texas voting laws 
that are among the strictest in the U.S. That includes assistance from the Texas Secretary of State, whose 
spokesperson could not recall a similar instance in which an elections office was racing to start over with 
a completely new staff. But the headaches don’t stop there.

The resignations have more broadly made the county of roughly 27,000 residents — which overwhelm-
ingly backed former President Donald Trump in 2020 — an extraordinary example of the fallout resulting 
from threats to election officials. Officials and voting experts worry that a new wave of harassment or 
worse will return in November, fueled by false claims of widespread fraud.

Hamilton, who has clashed with poll watchers in Gillespie County in past elections, said he didn’t want 
to go through it again.

“That’s the one thing we can’t understand. Their candidate won, heavily,” Hamilton said. “But there’s 
fraud here?”

He declined to discuss the nature of the threats in a phone interview, referring questions to the county 
attorney, who did not respond to a phone message. Gillespie County Sheriff Buddy Mills said neither his 
department nor police in Fredericksburg had received information about threats from elections officials.

Hamilton worked under Anissa Herrera, the former county elections administrator whose resignation was 
first reported by the Fredericksburg Standard Radio Post. “I was threatened, I’ve been stalked, I’ve been 
called out on social media,” she told the outlet. “And it’s just dangerous misinformation.”

The departures pile on the examples across the U.S. of how death threats, harassment and unfounded 
accusations have driven local election officials from their jobs. Citing the potential effect on democracy, the 
U.S. Department of Justice launched a task force last year toaddress rising threats against election officials.

They are familiar to many election workers in Texas, which has been at the vanguard of a Republican 
campaign nationwide to tighten election laws in response to Trump’s baseless claims that the 2020 election 
was rigged. Supporters are easy to find in Gillespie County, a popular getaway to booming vineyards and 
vacation rentals in the scenic Texas Hill Country, which is a short day trip from the state’s liberal capital 
in Austin but separated by a gulf politically. In 2020, Trump won the county with nearly 80% of the vote.

But the resignations surprised Mo Saiidi, chairman of the Gillespie County GOP, who said recent elec-
tions had run smoothly. Hamilton said run-ins with poll watchers traced back to 2020 but said other issues 
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weighed on the office, including what he contended was was a lack of support from the county. He also 
recently decided to run as a write-in candidate for county treasurer, which he said required him to step 
down.

Saiidi believes funding played a role. “They had some differences and they couldn’t come to a closure, and 
they decided in frustration to just quit,” said Saiidi, who also serves on the county’s election commission.

A survey released in March by the Brennan Center for Justice at the New York University School of Law 
found that one in three election officials knows someone who has left a job in part because of threats 
and intimidation, and that one in six had experienced threats personally.

In Texas alone, at least 37 election administrators since the 2020 election have left what were previously 
stable positions, said Trudy Hancock, president of the Texas Association of Elections Administrators, citing 
a presentation she had seen. There are 254 counties in Texas, not all of which have dedicated election 
administration offices.

Threats are not all that’s making the job tougher in Texas. A sweeping new voting law gives wide latitude 
to partisan poll watchers and threatens election workers with criminal charges for denying them access. 
The same law put new restrictions on mail voting but made a messy debut during Texas’ first-in-the-nation 
primary in March, when more 23,000 mail ballots were discarded outright as voters struggled to navigate 
the new rules.

It underscores the challenges a new staff will face getting up to speed under a time crunch. For now, 
Saiidi said the county clerk and tax assessor have been discussed as possible fills-in.

Hancock, who is also the elections administrator in Brazos County, said her workers could previously 
take angry calls as voters blowing off steam. “But in this climate and the things that go on now, we have 
to take everything serious and at face value,” she said.

Less than 24 hours after the office in Gillespie County officially cleared out, the resignations were front of 
mind at a pavilion in Fredericksburg, where Democrat Beto O’Rourke had swung through in his campaign 
to unseat Republican Gov. Greg Abbott.

Roger Norman, 60, felt the election was still in good hands but called threats a pattern of intimidation. 
Outside, at a counter rally of Trump supporters, welder Abel Salazar said he had no concerns with elec-
tions in the heavily conservative county and that interest in poll watching was high.

“There are a lot of people that have been volunteering,” Salazar, 53, said.
Hamilton said deadlines in his old office are already creeping up.
“They didn’t think we did anything,” he said. “Now they get to see what we did.”

Placido Domingo’s name comes up in Argentina sex sect probe
By DANIEL POLITI, ALMUDENA CALATRAVA and LEONARDO LA VALLE undefined
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Opera star Placido Domingo’s name has appeared in an investigation 

of a sect-like organization in Argentina that also had U.S. offices and whose leaders have been charged 
with crimes, including sexual exploitation.

Domingo, the Spanish opera singer who has faced accusations of sexual harassment from numerous 
women over the past three years, has not been accused of any wrongdoing in the Argentina case.

“Placido didn’t commit a crime, nor is he part of the organization, but rather he was a consumer of 
prostitution,” said a law enforcement official, who spoke only on condition of anonymity because the in-
vestigation continues. Prostitution is not illegal in Argentina.

Law enforcement officers have carried out dozens of raids in Buenos Aires targeting the Buenos Aires 
Yoga School, which “built a cult around its leader” and reduced members to “a situation of slavery and/
or sexual exploitation,” according to prosecutors’ documents in the Argentine case against the school.

The organization set up a business structure that included offices in Argentina and the United States, 
including branches in at least three U.S. cities: Las Vegas, Chicago and New York.

So far, 19 people have been detained in Argentina, while at least three suspects are thought to remain 
at large inside the South American country and four are being sought in the United States.
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Domingo has not spoken publicly about the latest developments and his representatives did not respond 

to requests for comment.
Wiretaps that were part of the judicial investigation recorded conversations in which a man who authorities 

identify as Domingo spoke to a member of the group, identified as Susana Mendelievich, about meeting 
up with the opera star while he was in Buenos Aires for a series of concerts in April.

The investigation into the sect has implicated people with connections to the classical music world and 
who performed with Domingo in the past, including Mendelievich, an Argentine pianist.

Mendelievich is alleged to be the person in charge of the organization’s sexual exploitation activities, 
according to a judicial official, who also spoke on condition of anonymity.

In one recording, the man identified as Domingo talks to Mendelievich about how she can go up to his 
hotel room without being detected by his staff.

“When we leave the dinner we come separately, right?” the man identified as Domingo says in the re-
cording.

Mendelievich then talks to Juan Percowicz, 84, who was the alleged leader of the group.
“He already called me and set up the deal so I can stay in his hotel tonight without his agents realizing,” 

she said.
In an earlier call with Percowicz, Mendelievich implies she had previously met with Domingo in New York.
“Among other things ... Placido said he could come visit us. I mean, visit us means coming to visit me 

because he comes to my house in New York, and he reminded me of that yesterday,” the woman identi-
fied as Mendelievich can be heard saying in the recording.

Sexual trafficking and exploitation were the main sources of income for the group that had an estimated 
revenue of around $500,000 per month, according to the judicial official.

The Buenos Aires Yoga School had numerous groups of women who were forced to maintain sexual 
encounters in exchange for money, prosecutors allege. At least seven women were incorporated into the 
group when they were still children or teenagers and were sexually exploited, according to the prosecu-
tion’s documents.

People came from the United States to Argentina to have sex with the women and investigators say 
women were also transported to neighboring Uruguay and the U.S. for sexual encounters.

“The encounters supposed a practice of sexual slavery because the ‘students’ were put at the disposal 
of the clients at the time and place they wanted, for long periods of time,” according to the documents.

The organization had ties to other well-known public figures and their names should become public once 
indictments are made official, the judicial official added.

In addition to alleged sexual exploitation, the group purportedly sold treatments, including what were 
known as “sleep cures” that involved giving people medication that would make them sleep for days at 
a time.

Percowicz, along with other members of the group, has been arrested under the order of Judge Ariel 
Lijo, who placed dozens of properties and vehicles under embargo.

The organization had approximately 179 students, all of whom were ranked in seven levels. Advanc-
ing levels involved a “spiritual evolution” with the goal of reaching the seventh level that implied “eternal 
reincarnation.”

In order to advance, members had to participate in numerous courses and carry out tasks, with Perco-
wicz holding the final decision on who could advance. The process involved socially isolating the members 
from their “biological family” and friends, according to the charging documents.

The organization also offered “philosophical coaching” courses through a separate company, the B.A. 
Group, for those who had yet to join the school. These courses on subjects like “personal happiness” and 
“leadership” were often used to woo new members.

The organization was previously under judicial investigation in the early 1990s but the probe was closed 
before it reached trial.

Domingo, now 81, was one of opera’s biggest and most successful stars and a member of The Three 
Tenors, which included José Carreras and the late Luciano Pavarotti.
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Domingo’s image was tarnished in the United States after more than 20 women accused him, in stories 

published by The Associated Press, of sexual harassment and other inappropriate behavior in encounters 
that took place from the late 1980s to the 2000s. Dozens more in the classical music world told AP his 
behavior was an open secret in the industry.

Investigations by the American Guild of Musical Artists and the Los Angeles Opera, where Domingo had 
served as general director, found sexual harassment allegations against him to be credible.

The accusations and subsequent findings halted Domingo’s career in the U.S. but he has continued to 
perform in Europe and Latin America. His website says he is currently on tour in Mexico with performances 
later this month scheduled in Italy.

AP preseason All-America team highlighted by Alabama stars
By RALPH D. RUSSO AP College Football Writer
Alabama stars Bryce Young and Will Anderson Jr. are among four players from the top-ranked Crimson 

Tide selected to The Associated Press preseason All-America team.
Joining Young, the Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback, and Anderson, the star pass rusher, were 

Alabama defensive backs Jordan Battle and Eli Ricks as first-team selections.
The AP preseason All-America team presented by Regions Bank was selected by a panel of Top 25 poll 

voters and released Monday.
Alabama running back Jahmyr Gibbs made the second team as an all-purpose player and Crimson Tide 

guard Emil Ekiyor was also a second-team selection.
Alabama’s four first-teamers and six players on the two teams overall were the most for any school.
Ohio State was second behind Alabama, just like in the AP Top 25, with three first-team selections and 

five players overall.
Offensive tackle Paris Johnson Jr., running back TreVeyon Henderson and receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba 

were all selected to the first team. C.J. Stroud, who finished fourth in the Heisman voting last year, is the 
second-team quarterback. Tackle Dawand Jones made the second-team offensive line.

Defending national champion and No. 3 Georgia had three players picked to the first-team: tight end 
Brock Bowers, defensive tackle Jalen Carter and cornerback Kelee Ringo. Nolan Smith made the second-
team at edge rusher.

In a sign of college football’s new era of loosened transfer rules, seven players selected to the two teams 
have transferred in their college careers, including Gibbs (Georgia Tech) and Ricks (LSU) from Alabama.

Southern California receiver Jordan Addison, the Biletnikoff Award winner at Pitt in 2021, was a first-team 
selection.

Transfers joining Gibbs on the second-team were Florida guard O’Cyrus Torrence (Louisiana-Lafayette); 
Baylor defensive tackle Siaki Ika (LSU); Notre Dame safety Brandon Joseph (Northwestern); and Florida 
State defensive back Jammie Robinson (South Carolina).

FIRST TEAM
Offense
Quarterback -- Bryce Young, junior, Alabama
Running backs -- Bijan Robinson, junior, Texas; TreVeyon Henderson, sophomore, Ohio State.
Tackles -- Peter Skoronski, junior, Northwestern; Paris Johnson Jr., junior, Ohio State.
Guards -- Andrew Vorhees, sixth-year, Southern California; Caleb Chandler, sixth-year, Louisville.
Center -- Jarrett Patterson, senior, Notre Dame.
Tight end -- Brock Bowers, sophomore, Georgia.
Wide receivers -- Jordan Addison, junior, Southern California; Jaxon Smith-Njigba, junior, Ohio State; 

Kayshon Boutte, junior, LSU.
All-purpose player -- Deuce Vaughn, junior, Kansas State.
Kicker -- Jake Moody, senior, Michigan.
Defense
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Edge rushers -- Will McDonald IV, senior, Iowa State; Isaiah Foskey, senior, Notre Dame.
Linemen -- Bryan Bresee, junior, Clemson; Jalen Carter, junior, Georgia.
Linebackers -- Will Anderson Jr., junior, Alabama; Noah Sewell, junior, Oregon; Jack Campbell, senior, Iowa.
Cornerbacks -- Kelee Ringo, sophomore, Georgia; Eli Ricks, junior, Alabama.
Safeties -- Jordan Battle, junior, Alabama; Antonio Johnson, junior, Texas A&M.
Defensive back -- Riley Moss, senior, Iowa.
Punter -- Adam Korsak, senior, Rutgers.
SECOND TEAM
Offense
Quarterback – C.J. Stroud, junior, Ohio State.
Running backs -- Braelon Allen, sophomore, Wisconsin; Sean Tucker, junior, Syracuse.
Tackles -- Connor Galvin, senior, Baylor; Dawand Jones, senior, Ohio State.
Guards -- O’Cyrus Torrence, senior, Florida; Emil Ekiyor, senior, Alabama.
Center -- John Michael Schmitz, sixth-year, Minnesota.
Tight end -- Michael Mayer, junior, Notre Dame.
Wide receivers -- Xavier Worthy, sophomore, Texas; Josh Downs, junior, North Carolina; A.T. Perry, se-

nior, Wake Forest.
All-purpose player -- Jahmyr Gibbs, junior, Alabama
Kicker -- Harrison Mevis, junior, Missouri
Defense
Edge rushers -- Myles Murphy, junior, Clemson; Nolan Smith, senior, Georgia.
Linemen -- Calijah Kancey, junior, Pittsburgh; Siaki Ika, junior, Baylor.
Linebackers -- Nick Herbig, junior, Wisconsin; Andre Carter II, senior, Army; Edefuan Ulofoshio, senior, 

Washington.
Cornerbacks -- Cam Smith, junior, South Carolina; Clark Phillips III, junior, Utah.
Safeties -- Brandon Joseph, junior, Notre Dame; Jalen Catalon, junior, Arkansas.
Defensive back -- Jammie Robinson, senior, Florida State.
Punter -- Kyle Ostendorp, junior, Arizona.

EXPLAINER: Pregnancy complications under abortion spotlight
By LINDSEY TANNER AP Medical Writer
Serious pregnancy complications are rare in the United States but they still affect thousands of women 

each year.
They may endanger the health of the mother, fetus or both. Many are more common in Black patients 

and contribute to their disproportionately high maternal mortality rate.
Severe cases may force patients and their physicians to consider abortions, but laws enacted or proposed 

since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June have limited that option.
At least 19 states with abortion restrictions allow exemptions if the mother develops a condition with 

severe or life-threatening health consequences, but determining whether either situation exists can be a 
challenging judgment call. Physicians have said they feel new abortion limits are forcing them to let patients 
with complications deteriorate.

Here’s a look at some of the most common pregnancy complications that could lead a doctor to recom-
mend an abortion:

PREECLAMPSIA
A serious high blood pressure condition that can develop suddenly in pregnancy, typically during the 

second half, is called preeclampsia.
It develops in about 1 in 25 pregnancies. Symptoms include swollen limbs, headaches and blurred vision.
In addition to elevated blood pressure, patients may develop kidney problems. In severe cases, fluid in 

the lungs, seizures or strokes may occur.
Treatment may include hospitalization, along with medicines to lower blood pressure and promote fetal 
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lung development. Ending the pregnancy by inducing delivery or with an abortion may be recommended 
when the mother’s life is in danger.

PREMATURE RUPTURE OF MEMBRANES
Membranes in the fluid-filled amniotic sac that surrounds the fetus often rupture or break at the start of 

childbirth — commonly called water breaking. In at least 3% of pregnancies, the sac ruptures too early, 
often leading to preterm birth.

The condition increases chances for a uterine infection. Doctors may recommend ending the pregnancy, 
especially if water breaks before 24 weeks, when infant survival chances are slim.

Instead of abortion, doctors could monitor the patients and closely watch for signs of infection. But 
risks of severe maternal complications are greatly increased and chances of a successful birth are small, 
recent studies have shown.

ECTOPIC PREGNANCIES
Ectopic pregnancies are when a fertilized egg grows outside the womb, often in a fallopian tube. It hap-

pens in about 2% of U.S. pregnancies.
There is no chance for the embryo to survive, but it can cause the tube to burst, leading to dangerous 

internal bleeding.
Treatment for less severe cases may include medication that stops the embryo from growing, ending 

the pregnancy. Otherwise surgery is done, sometimes requiring removing the affected tube.
Doctors emphasize that treatment for ectopic pregnancies is not the same as an abortion.
Some politicians who oppose abortions have suggested that ectopic pregnancies could be reimplanted in 

the uterus, sometimes citing two unsubstantiated case reports published decades apart in medical journals. 
Experts say any such attempts would damage the embryo and could not result in a successful pregnancy.

PLACENTA ABRUPTION
The placenta is a crucial structure that develops in pregnancy and attaches to the uterine wall, connect-

ing with the umbilical cord to help nourish the fetus.
In about 1 in 100 pregnancies, the placenta separates prematurely from the womb, after about 20 weeks 

of pregnancy. That can pose a life-threatening risk to the fetus and can cause dangerous maternal bleeding.
Inducing childbirth or ending the pregnancy may be recommended.

As inflation soars, access to Indigenous foods declines
By CLAIRE SAVAGE, HANNAH SCHOENBAUM and TRISHA AHMED Associated Press/Report for America
CHICAGO (AP) — Blueberry bison tamales, harvest salad with mixed greens, creamy carrot and wild rice 

soup, roasted turkey with squash. This contemporary Native American meal, crafted from the traditional 
foods of tribes across the United States and prepared with “Ketapanen” – a Menominee expression of 
love – cost caterer Jessica Pamonicutt $976 to feed a group of 50 people last November.

Today it costs her nearly double.
Pamonicutt is the executive chef of Chicago-based Native American catering business Ketapanen Kitchen. 

She is a citizen of the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin but was raised in the Windy City, home to one 
of the largest urban Native populations in the country, according to the American Indian Center of Chicago.

Her business aims to offer health-conscious meals featuring Indigenous ingredients to the Chicago Native 
community and educate people about Indigenous contributions to everyday American fare.

One day, she aims to purchase all ingredients from Native suppliers and provide her community with af-
fordable access to healthy Indigenous foods, “but this whole inflation thing has slowed that down,” she said.

U.S. inflation surged to a new four-decade high in June, squeezing household budgets with painfully 
high prices for gas, food and rent.

Traditional Indigenous foods — like wild rice, bison, fresh vegetables and fruit in the Midwest — are 
often unavailable or too expensive for Native families in urban areas like Chicago, and the recent inflation 
spike has propelled these foods even further out of reach.

Risk of disease compounds the problem: healthy eating is key to battling diabetes, which afflicts Native 
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Americans at the highest rate of any ethnic group in the United States.

“There are many benefits to eating traditional Native foods,” said Jessica Thurin, a dietician at Native 
American Community Clinic in Minneapolis. “The body knows exactly how to process and use that food. 
These foods are natural to the Earth.”

But many people the clinic serves are low-income and do not have the luxury of choosing where their 
food comes from. Food deserts – areas with limited access to a variety of healthy and affordable foods – 
are more likely to exist in places with higher rates of poverty and concentrations of minority populations.

“In these situations, there are limited healthy food options, not to mention limited traditional food op-
tions,” Thurin said.

Aside from health benefits, traditional foods hold important cultural and emotional value.
“It’s just comfort,” said Danielle Lucas, a 39-year-old descendant of the Sicangu Lakota people from the 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe in South Dakota.
Lucas’ mother, Evelyn Red Lodge, said she hasn’t prepared traditional dishes of the Great Plains, like wojapi 

berry sauce or stew, since May because the prices of key ingredients – berries and meat – have soared.
Pamonicutt, too, is feeling the pinch. Between last winter and this spring, the price of bison jumped from 

$13.99 to $23.99 per pound.
Shipping costs are so high that the chef said it’s often cheaper to drive hundreds of miles to buy ingre-

dients, even with spiking gas prices. She’s even had to create her own suppliers: the 45-year-old’s parents 
are now growing crops for her business on their Wisconsin property near the Illinois border.

Gina Roxas, program coordinator at Trickster Cultural Center in Schaumburg, Illinois, a Chicago suburb, 
has also agreed to grow Native foods to help the chef minimize costs.

When a bag of wild rice costs $20, “you end up going to a fast food place instead to feed your family,” 
Roxas said.

More than 70% of Native Americans reside in urban areas – the result of decades of federal policies 
pushing families to leave reservations and assimilate into American society.

Dorene Wiese, executive director of the Chicago-based American Indian Association of Illinois, said mem-
bers of her community have to prioritize making rent payments over splurging on healthy, traditional foods.

Even though specialty chefs like Pamonicutt aim to feed their own communities, the cost of her premium 
catering service is out of the price range for many urban Natives. Her meals end up feeding majority 
non-Native audiences at museums or cultural events that can foot the bill, said Wiese, a citizen of the 
Minnesota White Earth Band of Ojibwe Indians.

“There really is a shortage of Native foods in the area,” she said, But the problem isn’t unique to Chicago.
Dana Thompson, co-owner of The Sioux Chef company and executive director of a Minneapolis Indig-

enous food nonprofit, is another Native businesswoman striving to expand her urban community’s access 
to traditional local foods like lake fish, wild rice and wild greens amid the food price surge.

Thompson, of the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate and Mdewakanton Dakota people, said inflation is “really 
impacting the food systems we have here,” which include dozens of Indigenous, local and organic food 
producers.

At Owamni, an award-winning Indigenous restaurant under The Sioux Chef umbrella, ingredients like 
Labrador Tea – which grows wild in northern Minnesota – have been especially difficult to get this year, 
Thompson said.

When an ingredient is not consistently available or affordable, she changes the menu.
“Being fluid and resilient is what we’re used to,” Thompson said. “That’s like the history of indigeneity 

in North America.”
Inflation is similarly impeding the American Indian Center of Chicago’s efforts to improve food security. 

Executive Director Melodi Serna, of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians and the Oneida Nation 
of Wisconsin, said the current prices of food boxes they distribute – with traditional Midwestern foods like 
fish, bison, venison, dairy products and produce – are “astronomical.”

“Where I could have been able to provide maybe 100 boxes, now we’re only able to provide 50,” Serna 
said.
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For 57-year-old Emmie King, a Chicago resident and citizen of the Navajo Nation, getting the fresh in-

gredients she grew up with in New Mexico is much more difficult in the city, especially with inflation biting 
into her budget.

She finds ways to “stretch” the food she buys so it lasts longer, purchasing meat in bulk and freezing 
small portions to add to stews later on. “I get what I need, rather than what I want,” she said.

But King was able to enjoy a taste of home at an Aug. 3 luncheon at the American Indian Center of 
Chicago, where twenty elders gathered to enjoy turkey tamales with cranberry-infused masa, Spanish rice 
with quinoa, elote pasta salad with chickpea noodles and glasses of cold lemonade.

The mastermind behind the meal was Pamonicutt herself, sharing her spin on Southwestern and North-
ern Indigeneous food traditions. Through volunteering at senior lunches and developing a food education 
program, the chef is continuing to increase access to healthy Indigenous foods in her community.

“I want kids to learn where these foods come from,” the chef said. “That whole act of caring for your 
food … thanking it, understanding that it was grown to help us survive.”

Police file terrorism charges against Pakistan’s Imran Khan
By MUNIR AHMED Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakistani police have filed terrorism charges against former Prime Minister Imran 

Khan, authorities said Monday, escalating political tensions in the country as the ousted premier holds 
mass rallies seeking to return to office.

The charges followed a speech Khan gave in Islamabad on Saturday in which he vowed to sue police 
officers and a female judge and alleged that a close aide had been tortured after his arrest.

Khan himself has not publicly spoken about the latest charges against him. However, a court in Islamabad 
issued a so-called “protective bail” for Khan for the next three days, preventing police from arresting him 
over the charges, said Shah Mahmood Qureshi, a senior leader in his Tehreek-e-Insaf opposition party.

Hundreds of Tehreek-e-Insaf members stood outside Khan’s home on Monday in a show of support as 
the former premier held meetings inside. The party has warned that it will hold nationwide rallies if Khan 
is arrested while working to try to squash the charges in court.

“We will take over Islamabad and my message to police is ... don’t be part of this political war anymore,” 
warned Ali Amin Khan Gandapur, a former minister under Khan.

Under Pakistan’s legal system, police file what is known as a first information report about charges against 
an accused person to a magistrate judge, who allows the investigation to move forward. Typically, police 
then arrest and question the accused.

The report against Khan includes testimony from Magistrate Judge Ali Javed, who described being at 
the Islamabad rally on Saturday and hearing Khan criticize the inspector-general of Pakistan’s police and 
another judge. Khan went on to reportedly say: “You also get ready for it, we will also take action against 
you. All of you must be ashamed.”

Khan could face several years in prison from the new charges, which accuse him of threatening police 
officers and the judge under Pakistan’s 1997 anti-terrorism law, which granted police wider powers amid 
sectarian violence in the country.

However, 25 years later, critics say the law helps security forces skirt constitutional protections for de-
fendants while governments also used it for political purposes. Other former Pakistani politicians, including 
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and former President Gen. Pervez Musharraf, also have been targeted 
in probes using the law.

Khan has not been detained on other lesser charges levied against him in his recent campaigning against 
the government.

Also on Monday, a court in Islamabad ruled that contempt proceedings would begin Tuesday against 
Khan for threatening a judge, according to court officials. Usually, Pakistani courts pardon people if they 
apologize, although some politicians have also been convicted in the past for insulting judges.

The Pakistani judiciary also has a history of politicization and taking sides in power struggles between the 
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military, the civilian government and opposition politicians, according to the Washington-based advocacy 
group Freedom House. Current Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif likely will discuss the charges against Khan 
at a Cabinet meeting scheduled for Tuesday.

Khan came to power in 2018, promising to break the pattern of family rule in Pakistan. His opponents 
contend he was elected with help from the powerful military, which has ruled the country for half of its 
75-year history.

In seeking Khan’s ouster earlier this year, the opposition had accused him of economic mismanagement 
as inflation soars and the Pakistani rupee plummets in value. The parliament’s no-confidence vote in April 
that ousted Khan capped months of political turmoil and a constitutional crisis that required the Supreme 
Court to step in. Meanwhile, it appeared the military similarly had cooled to Khan.

Khan alleged without providing evidence that the Pakistani military took part in a U.S. plot to oust him. 
Washington, the Pakistani military and Sharif’s government have all denied the allegation. Meanwhile, Khan 
has been carrying out a series of mass rallies trying to pressure the government.

In his latest speech Sunday night at a rally in the city of Rawalpindi outside of Islamabad, Khan said so-
called “neutrals” were behind the recent crackdown against his party. He has in the past used the phrase 
“neutrals” for the military.

“A plan has been made to place our party against the wall. I assure you, that the Sri Lankan situation 
is going to happen here,” Khan threatened, referencing the recent economic protests that toppled that 
island nation’s government.

“Now we are following law and constitution. But when a political party strays from that path, the situa-
tion inside Pakistan, who will stop the public? There are 220 million people.”

Khan’s party has been holding mass protests, but Pakistan’s government and security forces fear the 
former cricket star’s popularity still could draw millions out to the street. That could further pressure the 
nuclear-armed nation as it struggles to secure a $7 billion bailout from the International Monetary Fund 
amid an economic crisis, exacerbated by rising global food prices due in part by Russia’s war on Ukraine.

On Sunday, the internet-access advocacy group NetBlocks said internet services in the country blocked 
access to YouTube after Khan broadcast the speech on the platform despite a ban issued by the Pakistan 
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority.

Police arrested Khan’s political aide, Shahbaz Gill, earlier this month after he appeared on the private 
television channel ARY TV and urged soldiers and officers to refuse to obey “illegal orders” from the mili-
tary leadership. Gill was charged with treason, which carries the death penalty under Pakistan’s sedition 
act that stems from a British colonial-era law. ARY also remains off-air in Pakistan following that broadcast.

Khan has alleged that police abused Gill while in custody. Police say Gill suffers from asthma and has 
not been abused while detained.

Gill was discharged from a hospital to attend a court hearing Monday. He appeared healthy in television 
footage as he left for the court amid tight security. The court then ordered that he be returned to police 
custody for two days of interrogations, Information Minister Maryam Aurangzeb said. He likely will appear 
again in court on Thursday.

Khan’s speech Saturday in Islamabad focused primarily on Gill’s arrest.

Study: Already shrunk by half, Swiss glaciers melting faster
By JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press
GENEVA (AP) — Switzerland’s 1,400 glaciers have lost more than half their total volume since the early 

1930s, a new study has found, and researchers say the ice retreat is accelerating at a time of growing 
concerns about climate change.

ETH Zurich, a respected federal polytechnic university, and the Swiss Federal Institute on Forest, Snow 
and Landscape Research on Monday announced the findings from a first-ever reconstruction of ice loss 
in Switzerland in the 20th century, based in part on an analysis of changes to the topography of glaciers 
since 1931.
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The researchers estimated that ice volumes on the glaciers had shrunk by half over the subsequent 85 

years — until 2016. Since then, the glaciers have lost an additional 12%, over just six years.
“Glacier retreat is accelerating. Closely observing this phenomenon and quantifying its historical dimen-

sions is important because it allows us to infer the glaciers’ responses to a changing climate,” said Daniel 
Farinotti, a co-author of the study, which was published in scientific journal The Cryosphere.

By area, Switzerland’s glaciers amount to about half of all the total glaciers in the European Alps.
The teams drew on a combination of long-term observations of glaciers. That included measurements 

in the field and aerial and mountaintop photographs — including 22,000 taken from peaks between the 
two world wars. By using multiple sources, the researchers could fill in gaps. Only a few of Switzerland’s 
glaciers have been studied regularly over the years.

The research involved using decades-old techniques to allow for comparisons of the shape and posi-
tion of images of terrain, and the use of cameras and instruments to measure angles of land areas. The 
teams compared surface topography of glaciers at different moments, allowing for calculations about the 
evolution in ice volumes.

Not all Swiss glaciers have been losing ice at the same rates, the researchers said. Altitude, amounts of 
debris on the glaciers, and the flatness of a glacier’s “snout” — its lowest part, which is the most vulner-
able to melting — all affect the speeds of ice retreat.

The researchers also found that two periods — in the 1920s and the 1980s — actually experienced 
sporadic growth in glacier mass, but that was overshadowed by the broader trend of decline.

The findings could have broad implications for Switzerland’s long-term energy sources, since hydropower 
produces nearly 60% of the country’s electricity, according to government data.

Kenya presidential vote loser files Supreme Court challenge
By CARA ANNA Associated Press
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Kenya’s losing presidential candidate Raila Odinga has filed a Supreme Court 

challenge to last week’s election result, asserting that the process was marked by criminal subversion and 
seeking that the outcome be nullified and a new vote be ordered.

Odinga arrived to cheers Monday and helped to hoist boxes of material for the petition into place, start-
ing the 14-day period in which the court must rule. At least two other petitions were filed by human rights 
figures.

Deputy President William Ruto was declared the winner of the close Aug. 9 election with almost 50.5% of 
votes. The peaceful election turned chaotic in the final minutes before the declaration when the electoral 
commission split and a majority of commissioners said they couldn’t support the result.

The dissenting commissioners and the chairman have traded accusations of misconduct, extending the 
uncertainty in East Africa’s most stable democracy. Until then, the election had been seen as the country’s 
most transparent, with the commission posting more than 46,000 results forms online from polling stations 
for anyone to do the math themselves.

The petition filed by Odinga’s team, seen by The Associated Press, names the electoral commission, its 
members and Ruto himself. It asserts “premeditated unlawful and criminal subversion of the integrity and 
constitutionality of the electoral process in order to assist and secure a fraudulent result.”

The petition singles out commission chairman Wafula Chebukati, who declared Ruto the winner, assert-
ing that he “set out to subvert the sovereign will of the people of Kenya and overthrow the constitutional 
order” by declaring results that had not been completely tallied and verified. Twenty-seven constituencies 
allegedly left out would have affected the outcome, the petition says.

The petition also alleges manipulation of some results forms and computer data and asserts that the 
actions made the difference in the close election in which Odinga received almost 49% of votes.

A lawyer working with Odinga, James Orengo, told journalists he has worked on several such petitions 
and “this one, I can assure you, is a bombshell” in its allegations of criminal conduct against the commis-
sion chair.
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Odinga in brief comments after the filing alleged the existence of vague “corruption cartels” that he 

believes “are killing our hard-won democracy” and seeking to return Kenya to a one-party state. Odinga is 
famous for his years-long detention while fighting the one-party state in the 1980s under former President 
Daniel Arap Moi — the young Ruto’s mentor.

This is the 77-year-old Odinga’s fifth and likely final try at the presidency. His court challenge to the 2017 
election — also overseen by Chebukati — led to the court overturning the result over irregularities, a first 
in Africa. He boycotted the new election, but his challenge led to reforms this time around.

President Uhuru Kenyatta backed former rival and longtime opposition leader Odinga against his own 
deputy, Ruto, with whom he bitterly fell out years ago. He still hasn’t spoken publicly since he cast his 
vote. Kenyatta spokeswoman Kanze Dena didn’t reply when asked when he might make a statement.

Maya village’s water, future threatened by Mexican train
By MARK STEVENSON Associated Press
VIDA Y ESPERANZA, Mexico (AP) — Mexico’s ambitious Maya Train project is supposed to bring develop-

ment to the Yucatan Peninsula, but along the country’s Caribbean coast it is threatening the Indigenous 
Maya people it was named for and dividing communities it was meant to help.

One controversial stretch cuts a more than 68-mile (110-kilometer) swath through the jungle between 
the resorts of Cancun and Tulum, over some of the most complex and fragile underground cave systems 
in the world.

It is one of President Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s signature projects and has drawn objections from 
environmentalists, archaeologists and cave divers, who have held protests to block backhoes from tearing 
down trees and scraping clean the thin layer of soil.

But for the largely Maya inhabitants of the village of Vida y Esperanza – a clutch of about 300 people 
and 70 houses whose name means “Life and Hope” – the train is going to run right by their doors. They 
fear it will pollute the caves that supply them with water, endanger their children and cut off their access 
to the outside world.

A few miles away from the acres of felled trees where the train is supposed to run, archaeologist and 
cave diver Octavio Del Rio points to the Guardianes cave that lies directly beneath the train’s path. The 
cave’s limestone roof is only two or three feet thick in some places, and would almost certainly collapse 
under the weight of a speeding train.

“We are running the risk that all this will be buried, and this history lost,” Del Rio says.
López Obrador dismisses critics like Del Rio as “pseudo environmentalists” funded by foreign governments.
As with his other signature projects, including a new airport in the capital and a massive new oil refinery 

on the gulf, the president exempted the train from environmental impact studies and last month invoked 
national security powers to forge ahead, overriding court injunctions.

Many critics say López Obrador’s obsession with the projects threatens Mexico’s democratic institutions. 
But the president counters that he just wants to develop the historically poor southern part of Mexico.

“We want to take advantage of all the tourism that arrives in Cancun, so they can take the Maya Train 
to see other natural beauty spots, especially the ancient Mayan cities in Yucatán, Campeche, Chiapas, 
Tabasco,” which are poor neighboring states, López Obrador said earlier this month.

But the Maya themselves are people scraping a living from the limestone bed of the dry tropical jungle. 
The ancient Mayan civilization reached its height from 300 A.D. to 900 A.D. on the Yucatan Peninsula and 
in adjacent to parts of Central America, and they are best known for constructing monumental temple 
sites like Chichen Itza.

The Mayas’ descendants continue to live on the peninsula, many speaking the Mayan language and 
wearing traditional clothing, while also conserving traditional foods, crops, religion and medicine practices, 
despite the conquest of the region by the Spanish between 1527 and 1546.

“I think that there is nothing Maya” about the train, said Lidia Caamal Puc, whose family came from the 
Mayan town of Peto, in the neighboring Yucatan state, to settle here 22 years ago. “Some people say it 



Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 047 ~ 64 of 69

Groton Daily Independent
will bring great benefits, but for us Mayas that work the land, that live here, we don’t see any benefits.”

“Rather, it will hurt us, because, how should I put it, they are taking away what we love so much, the 
land.”

When marines showed up last month to start cutting down trees in preparation for the train on the edge 
of the village, residents who hadn’t been paid for their expropriated land stopped them from working.

The head of the village council and a supporter of the train, Jorge Sánchez, acknowledged that the 
government “had not paid the people who were affected” even though the government has said they will 
get compensation.

But it’s not just about the money, Sánchez said. “It will bring back jobs for our people.”
The 950-mile (1,500-kilometer) Maya Train line will run in a rough loop around the Yucatan Peninsula, 

connecting beach resorts and archaeological sites. But in Vida y Esperanza, the train will cut directly 
through the narrow, rutted four-mile (six-kilometer) dirt road that leads to the nearest paved highway.

For more than two years, Mayan communities have been objecting to the train line, filing court chal-
lenges arguing the railway violated their right to a safe, clean environment, and to be consulted; in 2019, 
the Mexico office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights found that what consultations the 
government did do were flawed.

The question about the economics of the train, and tourism income, is more complex, in part because 
no credible feasibility studies were done. The project is expected to cost about $8 billion — but appears 
likely to rise to as much as $11 billion — while the government calculates it will bring in $9.5 billion in 
revenue or “benefits.”

But those estimates are widely doubted because López Obrador is essentially betting on luring sun-and-
sand beachgoers to the ruins and Indigenous towns for so-called “cultural tourism.” It is not clear how 
many want to combine those two activities, especially if the highspeed train zooms past the beauties of 
the low jungle.

International tourism to the country has started to recover from pandemic losses, with the strongest 
showing from U.S. visitors. In the first half of 2022, just over 10 million tourists arrived from January to June, 
1.5% higher than the first half of 2019. But overall tourist spending remains below pre-pandemic levels.

Unless the army, which is building the train line, constructs a large overpass bridge above the tracks, 
villagers would be forced to take a back road four times as long to get to the highway. It would no longer 
make economic sense to live there.

The government tourism agency that oversees the train project, Fonatur, says an overpass will be built 
for Vida y Esperanza. But such promises have gone unfulfilled in the past.

And the army plans to fill the underground caves to support the weight of the passing trains, which could 
block or contaminate the underground water system.

The high-speed train can’t have at-grade crossings, and won’t be fenced, so that 100-mile per hour 
(160-kph) trains will rush past an elementary school. Most of the students walk to get there.

Just as bad, the train project has divided Vida y Esperanza.
Luis López, 36, who works at a local store and opposes the train, said “it might bring minor benefits, 

but it has downsides.”
“The cenotes will be filled or contaminated,” he said, referring to the sinkholes that villagers rely on. “I 

survive on the water from a cenote, to wash dishes, to bathe.”
Many residents of Vida y Esperanza, who rely on diesel generators, would much rather have electricity 

than a tourist train that will rush by and never stop there.
Mario Basto, 78, a wiry resident who works as a gardener, said he’d rather have decent medical care 

than the train.
“It seems like the government has money it just needs to get rid of, when there are hundreds of hospitals 

that don’t have medicine,” Basto said.
And there are some people in Vida y Esperanza who support the train project, almost entirely because 

of jobs it has brought during construction.
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Benjamin Chim, a taxi and truck driver who is already employed by the Maya Train, will also lose part of 

his land to the project. But he says he doesn’t care, noting “it is going to be a benefit, in terms of jobs.”
“They are taking a bit of land, but it’s a bit that doesn’t have any symbolic value, for me it doesn’t mean 

anything,” Chim said.
While the president’s supporters have claimed that anybody who opposes the train isn’t really Mayan, 

that would be news to people in Vida y Esperanza, where residents swear that Mayan spirits, known as 
“Aluxes,” inhabit the forest.

Locals pacify the spirits by leaving a small drink of wine out for them.
Bright blue-green Toh birds, tarantulas, blue morpho butterflies, iguanas and the occasional jaguar cross 

the roads and jungle.
And it would also threaten something older than even the Mayas.
Del Rio, the archaeologist, discovered human remains of the Maya’s ancestors that may date as far back 

as 13,700 years in another cave network – but it took him and other divers 1 1/2 years to snake through 
a single cavern system. “This is work that takes years, years,” he said.

López Obrador wants to finish the entire train in 16 months by filling the caves with cement or sinking 
concrete columns through the caverns – the only places that allowed humans to survive in this area.

But for the villagers, much of the damage has already been done.
“They have already stolen our tranquility, the moment they cut through to lay the train line,” Caamal 

Puc said.

Wanted: 7,000 construction workers for Intel chip plants
By ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS Associated Press
JOHNSTOWN, Ohio (AP) — Ohio’s largest-ever economic development project comes with a big employ-

ment challenge: how to find 7,000 construction workers in an already booming building environment when 
there’s also a national shortage of people working in the trades.

At hand is the $20 billion semiconductor manufacturing operation near the state’s capital, announced by 
Intel earlier this year. When the two factories, known as fabs, open in 2025, the facility will employ 3,000 
people with an average salary of around $135,000.

Before that happens, the 1,000-acre site must be leveled and the semiconductor factories built.
“This project reverberated nationwide,” said Michael Engbert, an Ohio-based official with the Laborers’ 

International Union of North America.
“We don’t field calls every day from members hundreds or thousands of miles away asking about trans-

ferring into Columbus, Ohio,” he said. “It’s because they know Intel is coming.”
To win the project, Ohio offered Intel roughly $2 billion in incentives, including a 30-year tax break. Intel 

has outlined $150 million in educational funding aimed at growing the semiconductor industry regionally 
and nationally.

Construction is expected to accelerate following Congress’ approval last month of a package boosting the 
semiconductor industry and scientific research in a bid to create more high-tech jobs in the United States 
and help it better compete with international rivals. It includes more than $52 billion in grants and other 
incentives for the semiconductor industry as well as a 25% tax credit for those companies that invest in 
chip plants in the U.S.

For the central Ohio project, all 7,000 workers aren’t required right away. They’re also only a portion of 
what will be needed as the Intel project transforms hundreds of largely rural acres about 30 minutes east 
of Columbus.

Just six months after Intel revealed the Ohio operation, for example, Missouri-based VanTrust Real Es-
tate announced it was building a 500-acre (200-hectare) business park next door to house Intel suppliers. 
The site’s 5 million square feet (464,515 square meters) is equivalent to nearly nine football fields. Other 
projects for additional suppliers are expected.

California-based Intel will rely on lessons learned in building previous semiconductor sites nationally and 



Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 047 ~ 66 of 69

Groton Daily Independent
globally to ensure enough construction workers, the company said in a statement.

“One of Intel’s top reasons for choosing Ohio is access to the region’s robust workforce,” the company 
said. “It will not be without its challenges, but we are confident there is enough demand that these jobs 
will be filled.”

Labor leaders and state officials acknowledge there’s not currently a pool of 7,000 extra workers in cen-
tral Ohio, where other current projects include a 28-story Hilton near downtown Columbus, a $2 billion 
addition to The Ohio State University’s medical center, and a $365 million Amgen biomanufacturing plant 
not far from the Intel plant.

And that’s not counting at least three new Google and Amazon data centers, plans for a new $200 mil-
lion municipal courthouse south of downtown Columbus and solar array projects that could require nearly 
6,000 construction jobs by themselves.

Federal data shows about 45,000 home and commercial construction workers in central Ohio. That 
number increased by 1,800 from May 2021 to May 2022, meaning a future deficit given current and future 
demands.

“I don’t know of a single commercial construction company that’s not hiring,” said Mary Tebeau, execu-
tive director of the Builders Exchange of Central Ohio, a construction industry trade association.

Offsetting the imbalance are training programs, a push to encourage more high school students to enter 
the trades, and pure economics. Including overtime, pay for skilled tradespeople could hit $125,000 an-
nually, said Dorsey Hager, executive secretary-treasurer of the Columbus Building Trades Council.

Or as Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, the state’s economic development point person, puts it, the Intel project is 
so big and lucrative it will create opportunities for people who didn’t see construction jobs in their future.

“When you’re willing to pay people more to do something, you will find the talent,” he said.
In addition to new and out-of-state workers, some will likely be pulled from the residential construction 

industry, thinning out an already short supply of homebuilders, said Ed Brady, CEO of the Washington, 
D.C.-based Home Builders Institute.

That creates a housing shortage risk that could slow the very type of economic development that Intel 
is sparking, said Ed Dietz of the National Association of Home Builders.

“How do you attract those business investments if you can’t also provide additional housing available 
for the growth in the labor force?” he said.

Central Ohio is expected to reach 3 million residents by 2050, a rate that would require 11,000 to 14,000 
housing units a year. That was before Intel was announced, said Jennifer Noll, the Mid-Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission’s associate director for community development. Meanwhile, the closest the region 
came to hitting that goal was in 2020 with 11,000 units.

“We know we’ve got some work to do as a region,” Noll said.
Shortage or not, work is underway at and near the Intel site, where parades of trucks rumbled down 

country roads on a recent August morning as the beeping of multiple construction vehicles sounded in 
the distance.

It was just another day for pipe layer Taylor Purdy, who made his regular 30-minute drive from Bangs, 
Ohio, to his construction job helping widen a road running alongside the Intel plant.

Purdy, 28, spends his days in trenches helping position storm and sanitary sewers and waterlines. Over-
time is plentiful as deadlines approach. The Intel construction work is in its earliest phases as earthmovers 
reshape the 1,000 acres (400 hectares) of former farm and residential land being transformed into an 
industrial site.

Purdy said he likes the job security of being involved on such a big project. He’s also noticed that, unlike 
other jobs he has worked, he does not need to explain to people what he is up to.

“They all know what I’m talking about,” he said.

New this week: ‘Me Time,’ DJ Khaled and Sylvester Stallone
By The Associated Press undefined
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Here’s a collection curated by The Associated Press’ entertainment journalists of what’s arriving on TV, 

streaming services and music platforms this week.
MOVIES
— As an action star, Sylvester Stallone’s most iconic characters — Rocky Balboa, Rambo — have always 

relied on plain old brawn for his powers. (OK, and some human growth hormone.) But in “Samaritan,” the 
76-year-old Stallone stars as aged superhero with superhuman strength living anonymously as a garbage 
collector. The film, which premieres Friday on Amazon Prime Video, was made by MGM but has seen 
its release delayed numerous times over the past two years before landing exclusively on the streaming 
platform.

— “Funny Pages,” which opens Friday in theaters and on video-on-demand, represents an even more 
winding path to release. Owen Kline (son of Kevin Kline and Phoebe Cates) struggled to find attention for 
his directorial debut. But after “Uncut Gems” filmmakers Josh and Benny Safdie signed on as producers, 
A24 picked up the film and it premiered earlier this year in the Directors’ Fortnight section at the Cannes 
Film Festival. And the film — a grungy coming-of-age tale that channels a low-budget ‘90s indie spirit — 
is one of the year’s standout debuts. Daniel Zolghardri stars as a teenage cartoonist who shirks his posh 
family life in Princeton, New Jersey, to live alone in Trenton and try to make it as an R. Crumb-like artist.

— In “Me Time,” Kevin Hart plays a stay-at home father whose wife (Regina Hall) and kids go away 
for the weekend, allowing him to reconnect with an old friend (Mark Wahlberg). A wild weekend ensues. 
Streaming Friday on Netflix.

— AP Film Writer Jake Coyle
MUSIC
— If 13 is an unlucky number, don’t tell DJ Khaled. His new album “God Did” is his 13th full-length set 

and he’s teased it with the banger “Staying Alive” alongside frequent collaborators Drake and Lil Baby. 
Another apparent combo on the Friday release is a song with Future and Lil Baby, at least according to 
an Instagram post. Khaled also confirmed that Future would be featured on the record two times, and 
in a third post shouted out his two rap peers for “believing” in him. “They don’t believe in us, Future did, 
Lil Baby did,” Khaled wrote. If that’s not enough to entice you, earlier in August he confirmed that Jay-Z 
would also feature on the record.

— Marcus King and his blistering guitar skills have once again teamed up with Black Keys frontman 
and Grammy-winning producer Dan Auerbach to create the album “Young Blood,” out Friday. “Young 
Blood” follows King’s Grammy-nominated album “El Dorado,” and features the bluesy, rocking “Blood on 
the Tracks.” Born into a musical family, King’s musical gifts earned him a following as a teenager and the 
album is soaked in ‘70 rock ‘n’ roll. One highlight is the Free-sounding “Good and Gone” with the open-
ing line “Look out your window baby, here come your man/Looking suspicious with that gun in his hand.”

— Duncan Sheik returns with a clutch of his own music on Friday after working on theater musicals for 
a while. “Claptrap” is the singer-songwriter’s ninth studio album and first in seven years. It boasts the 
slinky “Experience,” the Peter Gabriel-ish ballad “Maybe” and the electronic-bouncy “There’s No Telling,” 
which includes a nod to his theatrical roots in the lyric, “Don’t cry for me, Argentina.” The “Barely Breath-
ing” songwriter has made a second name for himself on the stage, including the Broadway shows “Spring 
Awakening” and “American Psycho” as well as the new “NOIR.”

— AP Entertainment Writer Mark Kennedy
TELEVISION
— The nickname Canoe Man has a friendly ring to it. It was, however, what a British man was branded 

for faking his drowning death in an insurance scam. The quirkily titled miniseries “The Thief, His Wife & 
The Canoe” is based on the real-life story of a former prison officer whose scheme went far afield of what 
he promised his spouse. The couple, played by Eddie Marsan (“Sherlock,” “Ray Donovan”) and Monica 
Dolan (“A Very English Scandal”), left their sons in the dark and grieving over their still-alive dad, which 
didn’t endear them to the judge who ultimately presided over the case. The series debuts Tuesday on the 
BritBox streaming service.
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— “Katrina Babies” reveals the hurricane’s unending toll on New Orleans. The HBO documentary is from 

first-time filmmaker and New Orleans native Edward Buckles Jr., who was 13 when the deadly hurricane 
hit in 2005. He’s spent the past half-dozen years collecting the memories of those who also endured the 
tragedy as youngsters. The film combines interviews, home movies, animation and archival footage to 
reveal the grief yet harbored by survivors and to probe the trauma of multigenerational racism. “Katrina 
Babies” debuts Wednesday on HBO and will be available to stream on HBO Max.

— Looking for something to tide you over until “The Crown” returns later this year? Try PBS’ “The Boleyns: 
A Scandalous Family,” a three-part docuseries debuting Sunday on PBS and PBS.org. Even casual royal 
followers may know that Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry VIII, was beheaded for alleged crimes 
of adultery and treason. Turns out Anne’s fate was rooted not only in her lofty ambitions but those of her 
power-hungry family, as detailed in the series by rare original letters and documents from the 16th-century, 
the perspective of Tudor scholars and dramatic re-enactments.

Teachers in Ohio’s largest school district go on strike
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Teachers in Ohio’s largest school district on Monday will be walking picket lines 

after voting to go on strike, two days before classes are scheduled to resume.
More than 94% of the Columbus Education Association members voted to reject the school board’s final 

offer late Sunday, the Ohio Education Association said. The union represents more than 4,000 teachers, 
librarians, nurses and other employees.

“This strike is about our students who deserve a commitment to modern schools with heating and air 
conditioning, smaller class sizes, and a well-rounded curriculum that includes art, music and P.E.,” the 
union said in a statement.

The school board said its offer put children first.
“We offered a generous compensation package for teachers and provisions that would have a positive 

impact on classrooms,” the board said in a statement.
Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther called for the union and school board to keep bargaining.
“The CEA and the school district must return to the table and get our kids back in the classroom. A 

responsible solution is within reach, but only if negotiations restart now,” the mayor said in a statement.
The district of some 47,000 students has said it plans to start the school year with remote learning on 

Wednesday if the strike continues. Some parents said that option was ineffective during the pandemic.

Today in History: August 23, Jacob Blake shot in Kenosha
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Tuesday, Aug. 23, the 235th day of 2022. There are 130 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Aug. 23, 1973, a bank robbery-turned-hostage-taking began in Stockholm, Sweden; the four hos-

tages ended up empathizing with their captors, a psychological condition now referred to as “Stockholm 
Syndrome.”

On this date:
In 1305, Scottish rebel leader Sir William Wallace was executed by the English for treason.
In 1775, Britain’s King George III proclaimed the American colonies to be in a state of “open and avowed 

rebellion.”
In 1914, Japan declared war against Germany in World War I.
In 1927, amid worldwide protests, Italian-born anarchists Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were 

executed in Boston for the murders of two men during a 1920 robbery. (On the 50th anniversary of their 
executions, then-Massachusetts Gov. Michael Dukakis issued a proclamation that Sacco and Vanzetti had 
been unfairly tried and convicted.)

In 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union agreed to a non-aggression treaty, the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
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Pact, in Moscow.

In 2000, A Gulf Air Airbus crashed into the Persian Gulf near Bahrain, killing all 143 people aboard.
In 2003, former priest John Geoghan (GAY’-gun), the convicted child molester whose prosecution sparked 

the sex abuse scandal that shook the Roman Catholic Church nationwide, died after another inmate at-
tacked him in a Massachusetts prison.

In 2004, President George W. Bush criticized a political commercial accusing Democratic nominee John 
Kerry of inflating his own Vietnam War record, and said broadcast attacks by outside groups had no place 
in the race for the White House.

In 2008, Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama introduced his choice of running mate, Sen. 
Joe Biden of Delaware, before a crowd outside the Old State Capitol in Springfield, Illinois.

In 2011, a magnitude 5.8 earthquake centered near Mineral, Virginia, the strongest on the East Coast 
since 1944, caused cracks in the Washington Monument and damaged Washington National Cathedral.

In 2013, a military jury convicted Maj. Nidal Hasan in the deadly 2009 shooting rampage at Fort Hood, 
Texas, that claimed 13 lives; the Army psychiatrist was later sentenced to death. Staff Sgt. Robert Bales, 
the U.S. soldier who’d massacred 16 Afghan civilians, was sentenced at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash-
ington, to life in prison with no chance of parole.

In 2020, a white police officer in Kenosha, Wisconsin, shot a Black man, Jacob Blake, seven times as 
officers tried to arrest Blake on an outstanding warrant; the shooting left Blake partially paralyzed and 
triggered several nights of violent protests. (Blake, who was shot as he was about to get into an SUV with 
a pocketknife that had fallen from his pants, later said he’d been prepared to surrender after putting the 
knife in the vehicle. Officer Rusten Sheskey was not charged.)

Ten years ago: First lady Michelle Obama consoled relatives of worshippers gunned down at a Sikh 
temple in suburban Milwaukee. Lance Armstrong chose not to pursue arbitration in the drug case brought 
against him by the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, setting the stage for his Tour de France titles to be stripped 
and his name to be all but wiped from the record books of the sport he once ruled.

Five years ago: City workers in Charlottesville, Virginia, draped giant black covers over two statues of 
Confederate generals to symbolize the city’s mourning for a woman killed while protesting a white nationalist 
rally. A federal judge again blocked a set of voter ID requirements in Texas, rejecting a weakened version 
that had been backed by the Trump administration. (An appeals court later allowed the law to stay in ef-
fect; it allowed voters without any acceptable photo ID to cast a ballot as long as they sign an affidavit.)

One year ago: The U.S. military was able to increase its evacuation flights out of Afghanistan; some 
17,000 people were flown to safety in more than 40 flights over a period of 36 hours. The leader of the 
Proud Boys extremist group, Enrique Tarrio, was sentenced to more than five months in jail for burning a 
Black Lives Matter banner that was torn down from a historic Black church in downtown Washington and 
bringing two high-capacity firearm magazines into the nation’s capital two days before the Jan. 6 riot. U.S. 
regulators gave full approval to Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine; more than 200 million Pfizer doses had been 
administered in the U.S. under emergency provisions since December 2020. The Pentagon announced 
that it would press ahead with plans to force members of the military to get vaccinated.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Vera Miles is 92. Actor Barbara Eden is 91. Political satirist Mark Russell is 90. Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Sonny Jurgensen is 88. Actor Richard Sanders is 82. Ballet dancer Patricia McBride 
is 80. Former Surgeon General Antonia Novello is 78. Country singer Rex Allen Jr. is 75. Actor David Robb 
is 75. Singer Linda Thompson is 75. Actor Shelley Long is 73. Actor-singer Rick Springfield is 73. Country 
singer-musician Woody Paul (Riders in the Sky) is 73. Queen Noor of Jordan is 71. Actor-producer Mark 
Hudson is 71. Actor Skipp Sudduth is 66. Rock musician Dean DeLeo (Army of Anyone; Stone Temple Pilots) 
is 61. Actor Jay Mohr is 52. Actor Ray Park is 48. Actor Scott Caan is 46. Country singer Shelly Fairchild is 
45. Figure skater Nicole Bobek (BOH’-bek) is 45. Rock singer Julian Casablancas (The Strokes) is 44. Actor 
Joanne Froggatt is 42. Actor Jaime Lee Kirchner is 41. Actor Annie Ilonzeh is 39. Dance musician Sky Blu 
is 36. Actor Kimberly Matula is 34. Basketball player Jeremy Lin is 34.


