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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Thursday, Aug. 11
First allowable day of volleyball and cross country 
practice

Want a fun job with flexible hours?  We’re 
looking for 16 year olds and older with smiling 
faces!  Free meals and we’ll work around your 
schedule.  Are you a mom wanting some hours 
while your kids are in school or a teenager want-
ing to earn some money or an adult looking for 
work?  Daytime – evening – week-end hours are 
available and we’ll make the hours work for you!   
Stop in for an application.  Dairy Queen, 11 East 
Hwy 12 in Groton.

Help 
Wanted

CLEANER WANTED
SATURDAY CLEANER NEEDED IN FER-

NEY, SD, 830 am to 130 pm. $15 an hour. 
Must be dependable and be willing to work 
around customers coming into the family 
owned business. Please call Stephanie at 
605-381-1758.
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2- 2022 SDHSSCA Pre-Season Soccer Coaches 
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3- 2022 Sturgis Rally Vehicle Count - Through 

Day Three
4- Highway Patrol Sturgis Rally Daily Information
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2022 SDHSSCA Pre-Season Soccer Coaches Poll

Boys AA
T1. Aberdeen Central
T1. Sioux Falls Jefferson
3. Rapid City Stevens
4. O’Gorman
5. Yankton

Receiving Votes: SF Washington, SF Lincoln, SF Roosevelt, Spearfish, RC Central, Pierre T.F. Riggs, 
Brandon Valley, Huron 

Girls AA
1. Sioux Falls Lincoln
2. Aberdeen Central
3. Rapid City Stevens
T4. Harrisburg
T4. Sioux Falls Roosevelt

Receiving Votes: Brandon Valley, RC Central, O’Gorman, SF Jefferson, Spearfish, Mitchell, Watertown 

Boys A
1. Sioux Falls Christian
2. Tea Area
3. St. Thomas More
4. Vermillion
5. Belle Fourche

Receiving Votes: West Central, Freeman Academy, Hot Springs, James Valley Christian 

Girls A
1. West Central
2. Tea Area
3. Sioux Falls Christian
4. Dakota Valley
5. Vermillion

Receiving Votes: St. Thomas More, Garretson, Groton Area
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2022 Sturgis Rally Vehicle Count - Through Day Three

 
STURGIS, S.D. – Vehicle traffic counts from the South Dakota Department of Transportation (SDDOT) 

for vehicles entering Sturgis for the 82nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally Aug. 5-14, 2022, are available 
and will be updated daily.
 
Traffic counts at nine locations entering Sturgis for the 2022 Rally are as follows:
 
Friday, Aug. 5: 56,855 entering
Up 11.4% from the previous five-year average
Saturday, Aug. 6: 62,199 entering
Up 5% from the previous five-year average
Sunday, Aug. 7: 60,672 entering
Up 6.8% from the previous five-year average
 
3 Day Total:
2022:  179,726 Vehicles
Previous 5-Year Average 167,094 Vehicles
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Highway Patrol Sturgis Rally Daily Information

Compiled from 6 a.m. Saturday August 6, 2022, to 6 a.m. Monday August 8, 2022

Fatal Crashes:
 
At 2:25 p.m., Sunday, Interstate 90, mile marker 47, two miles west of Summerset: An eastbound 

1986 Honda GLI200 motorcycle swerved to miss an eastbound 2006 GMC Envoy which was ahead of 
it. The motorcycle hit the Envoy and the driver was thrown from the motorcycle. An eastbound 2005 
Harley Davidson FLHRS Road King motorcycle hit the first motorcycle that was lying in the roadway. 
The 51-year-old male driver of the Road King was thrown from the motorcycle and was pronounced 
dead at the scene. He was wearing a helmet. The 64-year-old male driver of the Honda motorcycle suf-
fered serious non-life threatening injuries and was taken to the Sturgis hospital. He was not wearing a 
helmet. The 48-year-old male driver of the Envoy was not injured. Seatbelt use is under investigation.
 
Injury Crashes:
 
At 10:45 a.m., Sunday, U.S. Highway 14A, mile marker 47, four miles south of Sturgis: A 2006 Yamaha 

Stratoliner motorcycle was southbound on U.S. Highway 14A when the driver lost control when he sud-
denly stopped. Both the 39-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old female passenger sustained minor 
injuries and were taken to the Deadwood hospital. They were not wearing helmets.
 
At 11:15 a.m., Sunday, Highway 87, mile marker 72, on Needles Highway: A 2018 Harley-Davidson 

Touring Motorcycle was southbound on South Dakota Highway 87 when the driver lost control. The 
67-year-old male driver sustained serious non-life threatening injuries. He was transported to the 
Custer hospital. He was wearing a helmet.
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At 12:15 p.m., Sunday, Highway 87, mile marker 78, one mile near U.S. Highway 385: A 2005 Harley-

Davidson motorcycle was southbound on South Dakota Highway 87 when the driver lost control while 
negotiating the curve, slid across the opposing lane and entered the ditch. The 20-year-old male driver 
sustained serious non-life threatening injuries. He was wearing a helmet.
 
At 1:53 p.m., Sunday, U.S. Highway 16A, mile marker 36, 13 miles east of Custer: A 2015 Harley-

Davidson FLHX motorcycle was westbound on U.S. Highway 16A and tried to turn left into the east 
entrance of Wildlife Loop Road. The 67-year-old driver failed to negotiate the corner and tipped over 
the motorcycle. The driver, who was wearing a helmet, suffered non-life threatening injuries. He was 
transported to a Rapid City hospital.
 
At 3 p.m., Sunday, U.S. Highway 16A, mile marker 46, within city limits in Keystone: A 2006 Harley-

Davidson motorcycle was northbound on U.S. Highway 16A when the driver lost control and the mo-
torcycle went into the ditch. The 69-year-old male driver sustained minor injuries and was taken to the 
Rapid City hospital. He was wearing a helmet.
 
At 5:58 p.m., Sunday, the intersection of U.S. Highway 14A and Wall Street in Deadwood: A 2016 

Indian motorcycle was turning right from Wall Street onto U.S. Highway 14A when the 58-year-old 
female driver lost control. She sustained minor injuries and was taken to the Lead Deadwood hospital. 
She was wearing a helmet.
 
At 6:31 p.m., Sunday, U.S. Highway 85, mile marker 3, 12 miles southwest of Cheyenne Crossing: A 

2009 Harley-Davidson FXLRS motorcycle left U.S. Highway 85 and hit a tree. Both the 67-year-old male 
driver and the 66-year-old female passenger received serious non-life threatening injuries. The driver 
was airlifted to the Rapid City hospital and the passenger was transported to the Lead Deadwood hos-
pital. Both were wearing helmets.
 
At 6:38 p.m., Sunday, near the intersection of Sturgis Road and Piedmont Meadows Road, 12 miles 

southeast of Sturgis: A 2011 Harley-Davidson FLT motorcycle failed to negotiate a curve on Sturgis 
Road, entered the west ditch and struck a fence post. The 60-year-old male driver sustained serious 
non-life threatening injuries and was taken to the Rapid City hospital. He was wearing a helmet.
 
At 7:53 p.m., Sunday, Interstate 90, mile marker 78, near Exit 78 (New Underwood exit): A motor-

cycle was westbound on Interstate 90 when a mechanical failure caused the driver to lose control. Both 
passengers were thrown from the motorcycle. The 74-year-old male driver sustained minor injuries 
and the 73-year-old female passenger sustained life threatening injuries. Both were transported to the 
Rapid City hospital. Neither wore a helmet.
 
At 2:15 a.m., Monday, Interstate 90, mile marker 33, one mile east of Sturgis: A 2020 Harley-Davidson 

FLTRX motorcycle was eastbound on Interstate 90 when the motorcycle left the roadway, traveled 
through the median and down into a ravine. The 26-year-old male driver sustained serious non-life 
threatening injures and transported to the Sturgis hospital. He was not wearing a helmet.
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When: Wednesday- August 10, 2022 
Time: 2:00pm 

Where: Groton High School (Old Gym) 
Entry Fee: $0 

 
Sponsored by: Wage Memorial Library, Groton Area 

Chamber of Commerce, Groton Lions Club and Bahr’s Jungle 
Lanes & Lounge 

Snacks Provided by: Dacotah Bank 



Tuesday, Aug. 09, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 033 ~ 8 of 70

Groton Daily Independent
Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Today will feature much above average temperatures with highs from the mid-80s to the mid-90s. 
Cooler temperatures will move back into northeastern South Dakota and western Minnesota Wednesday 
and Thursday, with highs in the upper 70s, to the mid-80s. However, locations along the Missouri River 
will still see highs in the 90s.



Tuesday, Aug. 09, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 033 ~ 10 of 70

Groton Daily Independent
Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 79.5 °F at 6:15 PM
Low Temp: 49.3 °F at 6:15 AM
Wind: 13 mph at 4:45 PM
Precip: : 0.01

Day length: 14 hours, 26 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 105 in 1947		
Record Low: 41 in 1927
Average High: 84°F
Average Low: 58°F
Average Precip in Aug.: 0.66
Precip to date in Aug.: 0.65
Average Precip to date: 14.76
Precip Year to Date: 15.19
Sunset Tonight: 8:50:59 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:25:58 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
August 9, 1918: An estimated F2 tornado touched down east of Bristol, South Dakota, and moved NNE. 

The tornado was said to look like a long snake in a spiral, smashing barns into kindling.
August 9, 1992: A tornado packing winds estimated between 113 and 157 mph caused significant dam-

age to the town of Chester, in Lake County. Shortly after 7 pm CDT a tornado tore right through the heart 
of Chester causing considerable damage. Four businesses were destroyed, three others had significant 
damage, and five had minor damage. An elevator and new grain bin were leveled, and another bin was 
heavily damaged. Most of the building housing the fire department was demolished. Also, many houses 
and vehicles sustained damage, and large trees were uprooted or broken off. In one instance a steel 
beam was thrust through a garage and into the car inside. One mile north of Chester, an entire house 
was moved off the foundation. The town had to be evacuated for 19 hours after the tornado because the 
tornado damaged a 12,000-gallon ammonia tank releasing 4,000 gallons of the liquid gas into the air. The 
ammonia was a health hazard forcing residents out. To the south of Chester, the storm destroyed a new 
convenience store and blew two fuel tanks over 100 yards.

1878: The second deadliest tornado in New England history struck Wallingford, Connecticut, killing 34 
persons, injuring 100 others, and destroying thirty homes. The tornado started as a waterspout over a 
dam on the Quinnipiac River. It was 400 to 600 feet wide and had a short path length of two miles. The 
deadliest New England tornado occurred in 1953 when an F4 killed 90 people in Worcester, Massachusetts.

1969: An F3 tornado hit Cincinnati, Ohio, killing four persons and causing fifteen million dollars property 
damage. The tornado moved in a southeasterly direction at 40 to 50 mph.

1987 - Florida baked in the summer heat. Nine cities reported record high temperatures for the date, 
including Jacksonville with a reading of 101 degrees. Miami FL reported a record high of 98 degrees. (The 
National Weather Summary)

1988 - Tropical Storm Beryl deluged Biloxi with 6.32 inches of rain in 24 hours, and in three days drenched 
Pascagoula MS with 15.85 inches of rain. Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather 
in the Southern Plains Region and over the Central High Plains Region. Thunderstorms in Oklahoma pro-
ducedwind gusts to 92 mph at Harrah. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Evening thunderstorms in Arizona deluged Yuma with record torrential rains for the second time in 
two weeks. The rainfall total of 5.25 inches at the Yuma Quartermaster Depot established a state 24 hour 
record, and was nearly double the normal annual rainfall. Some of the homes were left with four feet of 
water in them. Seventy-six cities in the south central and eastern U.S. reported record low temperatures 
for the date. Lake Charles LA equalled their record for August with a low of 61 degrees. Canaan Valley WV 
was the cold spot in the nation with a low of 32 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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Humility Is the Truth

Scripture: James 4:1-11 (English Standard Version)
Warning Against Worldliness
1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 

within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that 
he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning 
and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges 
his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer 
of the law but a judge.

Insight By: K. T. Sim
James identified two sinful heart attitudes detrimental to peace and harmony in the church: covetousness 

(4:1–3) and pride (vv. 5–10). Covetousness or greed is condemned in the eighth and tenth commandments 
(Exodus 20:15, 17). Jesus warned us to “guard against all kinds of greed” (Luke 12:15). Greed is idolatry 
(Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 3:5) because, in essence, it’s the worship of self. What fuels this self-worship is 
pride. Solomon says, “Where there is strife, there is pride” (Proverbs 13:10). God’s humbling of the proud 
is His emphatic judgment (Proverbs 6:16–17; Daniel 4:37; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5).

Comment By: Monica La Rose
Reflecting one day on why God values humility so highly, sixteenth-century believer Teresa of Avila sud-

denly realized the answer: “It is because God is the supreme Truth, and humility is the truth. . . . Nothing 
good in us springs from ourselves. Rather, it comes from the waters of grace, near which the soul remains, 
like a tree planted by a river, and from that Sun which gives life to our works.” Teresa concluded that it’s 
by prayer that we anchor ourselves in that reality, for “the whole foundation of prayer is humility. The 
more we humble ourselves in prayer, the more will God lift us up.”

Teresa’s words about humility echo the language of Scripture in James 4, where James warned of the 
self-destructive nature of pride and selfish ambition, the opposite of a life lived in dependence on God’s 
grace (vv. 1–6). The only solution to a life of greed, despair, and constant conflict, he emphasized, is to 
repent of our pride in exchange for God’s grace. Or, in other words, to “humble yourselves before the 
Lord,” with the assurance that “he will lift you up” (v. 10).

Only when we’re rooted in the waters of grace can we find ourselves nourished by the “wisdom that 
comes from heaven” (3:17). Only in Him can we find ourselves lifted up by the truth.

Reflect and Prayer: How does pride hinder true prayer and experience of God’s grace? How have you 
experienced the freedom of humility through prayer?

Loving God, thank You for the gift of life with You. Thank You that I don’t need to be more than I am. 
Thank You that in You I find all that I need and more.
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2022-23 Community Events

07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
No Date Set: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th 

of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White..................$48.99/year
❏ Colored........................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored....................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly*....................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name:__________________________________________

Mailing Addres:___________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code___________________________________

E-mail_ _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month..................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months................................ $26.63
❏ 6 Months.................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months................................ $42.60
❏ 12 Months.............................. $53.25

Name:__________________________________________

Mailing Addres:___________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code___________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail_ _________________________________________

Password________________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Monday:
Lotto America
02-15-17-31-48, Star Ball: 8, ASB: 2
(two, fifteen, seventeen, thirty-one, forty-eight; Star Ball: eight; ASB: two)
Estimated jackpot: $18,280,000
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 52,000,000
Powerball
32-45-51-57-58, Powerball: 12, Power Play: 2
(thirty-two, forty-five, fifty-one, fifty-seven, fifty-eight; Powerball: twelve; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $35,000,000

Ezra Miller charged with felony burglary in Vermont
By JAKE COYLE AP Film Writer
Actor Ezra Miller has been charged with felony burglary in Stamford, Vermont, the latest in a string of 

incidents involving the embattled star of “The Flash.”
In a report Monday, Vermont State Police said they responded to a burglary complaint in Stamford on 

May 1 and found several bottles of alcohol were taken from a residence while the homeowners weren’t 
present. Miller was charged after police consulted surveillance footage and interviewed witnesses.

The police report said Miller was located shortly before midnight Sunday and was issued a citation to 
appear for arraignment in Vermont Superior Court on Sept. 26.

The felony charge adds to Miller’s mounting legal woes and reports of erratic behavior. The 29-year-old 
actor was arrested twice earlier this year in Hawaii, including for disorderly conduct and harassment at a 
karaoke bar. The second incident was for second-degree assault.

The parents of 18-year-old Tokata Iron Eyes, a Native American activist, also earlier this year filed a pro-
tection order against Miller, accusing the actor of grooming their child and other inappropriate behavior with 
her as a minor from the age of 12. Tokata Iron Eyes recently told Insider that those allegations were false.

Attorneys for Miller didn’t immediately respond to requests for comment on the Vermont felony charge 
or the protection order related to Tokata Iron Eyes.

After appearing in several films for Warner Bros. and D.C. Films as the Flash, Miller stars in the upcom-
ing standalone film “The Flash,” due out in June 2023. Though Warner Bros. last week axed the nearly 
completed “Batgirl” film, the studio has suggested it remains committed to releasing “The Flash.”

In an earnings report last week, David Zaslav, chief executive of Warner Bros. Discovery referenced “The 
Flash.” “We have seen ‘The Flash,’ ‘Black Adam’ and ‘Shazam 2. We are very excited about them,” said 
Zaslav. “We think they are terrific, and we think we can make them even better.”

Representatives for Warner Bros. didn’t respond to messages Monday.

It’s Not Too Late to Book a Labor Day Trip to These Top Vacation 
Destinations

Melanie Allen undefined
Millions of Americans are expected to hit the road this Labor Day for a final weekend of fun in the sun. 

And it’s not too late. You can make the best of your last summer weekend by visiting one of the delightful 
tourist towns scattered across the nation.

News from the
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Designed for vacationers and sightseers, these small towns feature shows, theme parks, waterparks, 

scenic views, and numerous attractions perfect for family travel.
Last Labor Day, 43% of Americans battled the freeways, and 7.2 million rode the airways during the long 

weekend holiday to celebrate the last hurrah to summer. You’ve still got time to consider these six iconic 
destinations for a fun-filled Labor Day getaway.

Wisconsin Dells, WI
Wisconsin Dells, located about an hour north of the state’s capital, is an ideal getaway location for Chi-

cago, Madison, and Milwaukee residents. With 20 different waterparks, the Dells is “the waterpark capital 
of the world” and a perfect place for a last-minute summer vacation.

The outdoor waterparks close after Labor Day, but Leah Hauck Mills, Communications Manager for 
Wisconsin Dells Visitor & Convention Bureau , says the city has plenty to do, even if you can’t make it in 
time, including indoor water parks and theme parks.

There’s far more to the Dells than waterparks. The main strip boasts numerous souvenir shops, restau-
rants, and boutiques, while the surrounding area offers options for mini-golf, go-karting, haunted houses, 
and other exciting attractions.

Branson, MO
Branson, MO is a top choice for a fun weekend getaway. It’s less than four hours from three major US 

cities (Oklahoma City, Kansas City, and St. Louis).
Branson features a variety of museums, including the one-of-a-kind Titanic museum and the world’s 

largest toy museum, in addition to theme parks, water parks, shows, and live attractions.
Labor Day weekend is the last weekend to visit their top outdoor attraction, the White Water theme park, 

but many of the resorts in town have indoor theme parks for off-season visitors to enjoy.
Reno, NV
Although Reno is a top spot for gambling, there’s plenty in the city for the whole family. Located near 

California’s iconic Lake Tahoe, Reno features many outdoor activities such as horseback riding, river tub-
ing, kayaking, and hiking.

The “Biggest Little City in the World” also features a variety of options for arts and culture. The Nevada 
Museum of Art is the largest art museum in Nevada, featuring contemporary and southwestern art. In 
contrast, the Wilber D. May Museum features an eclectic collection of artifacts treasured by the eccentric, 
wealthy explorer.

A highlight of Reno is the city’s thriving River Walk district. The River Walk features street performers, 
vendors, shops, restaurants, art galleries, and fun activities for the whole family.

Deadwood, SD
Visiting Deadwood, SD, is like traveling back in time to the Old West. As Amanda Kille, Marketing & 

Sponsorship Director of the Deadwood Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center, remarks, “Deadwood’s 
colorful history is filled with Dime Store Novel characters, and we’ve embraced those characters that 
continue to educate and entertain our guests. Deadwood’s history is its entertainment, and that means a 
little something different for everyone.”

The small town showcases its historical (and often sordid) past, with staged shootouts in the street and 
free shows all summer long. In addition, visitors can enjoy saloon-style gambling, a motorcycle museum, 
the Adam’s Museum of Black Hills History, and more without leaving the town limits.

Kille thinks Labor Day travel to Deadwood will be strong this year and adds that September is one of 
the best times to visit the city. The weather is fantastic, all the attractions are open, and the town has 
numerous events to celebrate the end of the season.

Gatlinburg, TN
Gatlinburg is a tourist paradise nestled in the Great Smokey Mountains. Located about 4 hours from 

Atlanta, Charlotte, and Nashville, it’s an ideal spot for Americans in the Southern States to spend a week-
end getaway.

An abundance of tourist attractions, including Ripley’s Museum and the Hollywood Star Cars Museum, 
fills the town. As the ‘Gateway to the Smoky Mountains,’ the city also features a variety of outdoor activi-
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ties, including rafting, hiking, biking, and even a rope adventure course.

Creatives will enjoy Gatlinburg’s thriving arts & crafts community, a small strip that features basket mak-
ing, leatherworks, fine arts, and even blacksmithing.

Jim Thorpe, PA
Jim Thorpe, nestled in the iconic Pocono Mountains of central Pennsylvania, is an ideal getaway location 

for New Yorkers and Philadelphians. This tiny tourist town is in a perfect location to see the natural beauty 
of a Pennsylvania fall but is worth a visit all year long.

The village is filled with shops, boutiques, bars, and restaurants. It embraces its notable past as an old 
mining town with historic houses, period museums, and 19th-century architecture.

Those looking for a farewell to summer can enjoy boating or kayaking near Mauch Chunk Lake or hiking 
one of the many trails in Lehigh Gorge State Park.

Don’t Discount Tourist Towns for Your Next Getaway
Tourist towns offer visitors various options for entertainment, food, and drink while minimizing the stress 

of planning. Visitors need only to get there to find fun or relaxation around every corner.
If you’re looking for an easy, fun getaway for Labor Day Weekend and beyond, consider visiting one of 

America’s charming tourist destinations. You won’t be disappointed.
More Articles from the Wealth of Geeks Network:
101 Fun Things to Draw When You’re BoredBattle Nature with a Deep Sea Fishing TripThis article was 

produced by Partners in Fire and syndicated by Wealth of Geeks.
Featured Image Courtesy of The Deadwood Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center.

Trump says FBI searched estate in major escalation of probe
By ERIC TUCKER and MICHAEL BALSAMO Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The FBI searched Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate as part of an investigation 

into whether he took classified records from the White House to his Florida residence, people familiar with 
the matter said Monday, a move that represents a dramatic and unprecedented escalation of law enforce-
ment scrutiny of the former president.

Trump, disclosing the search in a lengthy statement, asserted that agents had opened up a safe at his 
home and described their work as an “unannounced raid” that he likened to “prosecutorial misconduct.”

The search intensifies the months-long probe into how classified documents ended up in boxes of White 
House records located at Mar-a-Lago earlier this year. It occurs amid a separate grand jury investigation 
into efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election and adds to the potential legal peril 
for Trump as he lays the groundwork for another run.

Familiar battle lines, forged during a a four-year presidency shadowed by FBI and congressional inves-
tigations, quickly took shape again Monday night. Trump and his allies sought to cast the search as a 
weaponization of the criminal justice system and a Democratic-driven effort to keep him from winning 
another term in 2024 — even though the Biden White House said it had no prior knowledge of it, and 
the current FBI director, Christopher Wray, was appointed by Trump five years ago and served as a high-
ranking official in a Republican-led Justice Department.

“These are dark times for our Nation, as my beautiful home, Mar-A-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida, is cur-
rently under siege, raided, and occupied by a large group of FBI agents,” Trump wrote. “Nothing like this 
has ever happened to a President of the United States before.”

“After working and cooperating with the relevant Government agencies, this unannounced raid on my 
home was not necessary or appropriate,” Trump said in his statement.

Justice Department spokesperson Dena Iverson declined to comment on the search, including about 
whether Attorney General Merrick Garland had personally authorized it.

Trump did not elaborate on the basis for the search, but the Justice Department has been investigating 
the potential mishandling of classified information after the National Archives and Records Administration 
said it had received from Mar-a-Lago 15 boxes of White House records, including documents containing 
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classified information, earlier this year. The National Archives said Trump should have turned over that 
material upon leaving office, and it asked the Justice Department to investigate.

There are multiple federal laws governing the handling of classified records and sensitive government 
documents, including statutes that make it a crime to remove such material and retain it at an unauthor-
ized location. Though a search warrant does not suggest that criminal charges are near or even expected, 
federal officials looking to obtain one must first demonstrate to a judge that they have probable cause 
that a crime occurred.

Two people familiar with the matter, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing inves-
tigation, said the search happened earlier Monday and was related to the records probe. Agents were 
also looking to see if Trump had additional presidential records or any classified documents at the estate.

Trump has previously maintained that presidential records were turned over “in an ordinary and routine 
process.” His son Eric said on Fox News on Monday night that he had spent the day with his father and 
that the search happened because “the National Archives wanted to corroborate whether or not Donald 
Trump had any documents in his possession.”

Asked how the documents ended up at Mar-a-Lago, Eric Trump said the boxes were among items that 
got moved out of the White House during “six hours” on Inauguration Day, as the Bidens prepared to 
move into the building.

“My father always kept press clippings,” Eric Trump said. “He had boxes, when he moved out of the 
White House.”

Trump emerged from Trump Tower in New York City shortly before 8 p.m. and waved to bystanders 
before being driven away in an SUV.

In his first public remarks since news of the search surfaced, Trump made no mention of it during a tele-
town hall on behalf of Leora Levy, the Connecticut Republican he has endorsed in Tuesday’s U.S. Senate 
primary to pick a general election opponent against Democratic U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal. Trump gave 
his public backing to Levy late last week, calling her on Monday the best pick “to replace Connecticut’s 
joke of a senator.”

But in a social media post Monday night, he was much more unguarded, calling the search a “weapon-
ization of the Justice System, and an attack by Radical Left Democrats who desperately don’t want me 
to run for President in 2024.”

Other Republicans echoed that message. GOP National Committee Chair Ronna McDaniel denouncing 
the search as “outrageous” and said it was a reason for voters to turn out in November.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican who is considered a potential 2024 presidential candidate, said 
in a statement on Twitter that it was “an escalation in the weaponization” of U.S. government agencies. 
Kevin McCarthy, the House Minority Leader, said in a tweet that the Justice Department “has reached an 
intolerable state of weaponized politicization” and said that if Republicans win control of the U.S. House, 
they will investigate the department.

That Trump would become entangled in a probe into the handling of classified information is all the 
more striking given how he tried during the 2016 presidential election to exploit an FBI investigation into 
his Democratic opponent, Hillary Clinton, over whether she mishandled classified information via a private 
email server she used as secretary of state. Then-FBI Director James Comey concluded that Clinton had 
sent and received classified information but the FBI did not recommend criminal charges because it de-
termined that Clinton had not intended to break the law.

Trump lambasted that decision and then stepped up his criticism of the FBI as agents began investigat-
ing whether his campaign had colluded with Russia to tip the 2016 election. He fired Comey during that 
probe, and though he appointed Wray months later, he repeatedly criticized him too as president.

Thomas Schwartz, a Vanderbilt University history professor who studies and writes about the presidency, 
said there is no precedent for a former president facing an FBI raid -- even going back to Watergate. 
President Richard Nixon wasn’t allowed to take tapes or other materials from the White House when he 
resigned in 1974, Schwartz noted, and many of his papers remained in Washington for years before being 
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transferred to his presidential library in California.

“This is different and it is a sign of how unique the Trump period was,” said Schwartz, author of “Henry 
Kissinger and American Power: A Political Biography.” “How his behavior was so unusual.”

The probe is hardly the only legal headache confronting Trump. A separate investigation related to ef-
forts by Trump and his allies to undo the results of the 2020 presidential election — which led to the Jan. 
6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol — has also been intensifying in Washington. Several former White House 
officials have received grand jury subpoenas.

And a district attorney in Fulton County, Georgia, is investigating whether Trump and his close associates 
sought to interfere in that state’s election, which was won by Democrat Joe Biden.

Palestinians say Israeli troops kill 3 in West Bank raid
By ILAN BEN ZION Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli troops killed three Palestinians and wounded dozens in a shootout Tuesday 

during an arrest raid in the city of Nablus in the occupied West Bank, the Palestinian Health Ministry said.
The shootout came a day after a cease-fire ended three days of fighting between Israel and the Pales-

tinian Islamic Jihad militant group in the Gaza Strip.
Israeli police said security forces encircled the home of Ibrahim al-Nabulsi, who they say was wanted 

for a string of shootings in the West Bank earlier this year. They confirmed that al-Nabulsi and another 
Palestinian militant were killed in a shootout at the scene, and that troops found arms and explosives in 
his home.

The Israeli military said that troops came under attack from Palestinians throwing rocks and explosives, 
and that soldiers responded with live fire. It confirmed Palestinians were shot, but did not elaborate on 
their condition.

The Palestinian Health Ministry said three people were killed — al-Nabulsi, Islam Sabouh and Hussein 
Jamal Taha — and at least 40 were wounded.

Israel has conducted near nightly arrest raids in the West Bank in recent months as part of a crackdown 
on Palestinian militant groups, foremost Islamic Jihad, in the aftermath of a string of deadly attacks tar-
geting Israelis earlier this year that left 19 people dead. Dozens of Palestinians have been killed in clashes 
with Israeli troops during these arrest raids.

Last week, Israel arrested Bassam al-Saadi, a senior Islamic Jihad militant in the West Bank city of Jenin, 
during one of the nightly operations. The group said it was going “on alert,” and on Friday, Israel launched 
a series of strikes on Islamic Jihad targets in the Gaza Strip in what it said was a response to an “imminent 
threat” by the militant group.

During the three days of Gaza fighting, at least 46 Palestinians were killed, including 16 children and four 
women, and 311 were wounded, the Palestinian Health Ministry said. Twelve of those killed were Islamic 
Jihad militants, one was from a smaller armed group, and two were Hamas-affiliated policemen who were 
not taking part in the fighting, according to the armed factions.

Israel estimated that a total of 47 Palestinians were killed, including 14 killed by misfired Islamic Jihad 
rockets. It said 20 militants and seven civilians died in Israeli airstrikes and that it was still investigating 
six deaths.

Israel’s caretaker prime minister, Yair Lapid, applauded the cooperation by Israeli security personnel and 
said that al-Nabulsi’s killing “was another step in our uncompromising struggle against terrorism.”

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, spokesman for Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, warned that continued violence 
could further ignite the region, and accused the Israeli government of shedding Palestinian blood to secure 
internal political capital ahead of November parliamentary elections.

Israel captured the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war and the Palestinians seek it as the heartland of 
their future state. Israel views the West Bank as the biblical and historical heartland of the Jewish people, 
and has constructed dozens of settlements, now home to over 400,000 Israelis.

The Palestinians and much of the international community consider Israel’s West Bank settlements a 
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violation of international law and an obstacle to a peaceful resolution of the decades-long conflict.

Kenya in close presidential election amid prayers for peace
By CARA ANNA Associated Press
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Kenyans are voting Tuesday in an unusual presidential election, where a longtime 

opposition leader who is backed by the outgoing president faces the brash deputy president who styles 
himself as the outsider and a “hustler.”

The election is considered close but calm, and East Africa’s economic hub could see a presidential runoff 
for the first time. Economic issues such as widespread corruption could be of greater importance than the 
ethnic tensions that have marked past votes with sometimes deadly results.

Kenya is a standout with its relatively democratic system in a region where some leaders are notorious 
for clinging to power for decades. Its stability is crucial for foreign investors, the most humble of street 
vendors and troubled neighbors like Ethiopia and Somalia.

The top candidates are Raila Odinga, a democracy campaigner who has vied for the presidency for a 
quarter-century, and 55-year-old Deputy President William Ruto, who has stressed his journey from a 
humble childhood to appeal to millions of struggling Kenyans long accustomed to political dynasties.

“In moments like this is when the mighty and the powerful come to the realization that it is the simple 
and the ordinary that eventually make the choice,” Ruto told journalists. “I look forward to our victorious 
day.” He urged Kenyans to be peaceful and respect others’ choices.

“I have confidence that the people of Kenya are going to speak loudly in favor of democratic change,” 
Odinga told journalists. A cheering crowd jogged alongside his convoy as he arrived to vote in Nairobi.

Outgoing President Uhuru Kenyatta, the son of Kenya’s first president, cut across the usual ethnic lines 
and angered Ruto by backing longtime rival Odinga after their bitter 2017 election contest. But both Odinga 
and Ruto have chosen running mates from the country’s largest ethnic group, the Kikuyu.

The 77-year-old Odinga made history by choosing running mate Martha Karua, a former justice minister 
and the first woman to be a leading contender for the deputy presidency. She has inspired many women 
in a country where female candidates commonly face harassment.

Rising food and fuel prices, debt at 67% of GDP, youth unemployment at 40% and corruption put eco-
nomic issues at the center of an election in which unregulated campaign spending highlighted the country’s 
inequality. But personalities still matter.

“We need mature people to lead, not someone who abuses people. Someone who respects elders,” said 
55-year-old teacher Rosemary Mulima, who arrived at a polling station on Nairobi’s outskirts to find about 
500 people in line before dawn. She had “very high” hopes for Odinga on his fifth try,

Others were seeing a lower turnout than the 80% five years ago and blamed voter apathy. The electoral 
commission signed up less than half of the new voters it had hoped for, just 2.5 million.

“The problems from (the previous election), the economy, the day-to-day life, are still here,” said 38-year-
old shopkeeper Adrian Kibera, who wasn’t sure he would vote. “We don’t have good choices,” he said, 
calling Odinga too old and Ruto too inexperienced.

Difficulties were reported at times with the electronic voting system, and presidential candidate George 
Wajackoyah told journalists that some voting kits in his stronghold weren’t working. Though polling in low 
single figures, Wajackoyah and his pledges to legalize marijuana have prompted questions over whether 
he could draw enough votes to force a runoff.

The Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission told journalists that about 200 voting kits had 
failed out of more than 46,000, calling it “not widespread” and a “normal thing” for technology to break 
down at times. It also said more than 6.5 million people had voted by midday, or about 30% of the 22 
million registered.

Kenyans hope for a peaceful vote. Elections can be exceptionally troubled, as in 2007 when the country 
exploded after Odinga claimed the vote had been stolen from him and more than 1,000 people were 
killed. Ruto was indicted by the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity for his role in the 
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violence, but his case was terminated amid allegations of witness tampering.

In 2017, the high court overturned the election results, a first in Africa, after Odinga challenged them 
over irregularities. He boycotted the new vote and proclaimed himself the “people’s president,” bringing 
allegations of treason. A public handshake between him and Kenyatta calmed the crisis.

This is likely Odinga’s last try, and Kenyans and election observers are waiting to see how his often pas-
sionate supporters react to the results and any allegations of rigging.

Ruto and Odinga have said they will accept the official results — if the vote is free and fair. “It is every 
Kenyan’s hope,” the president told journalists.

To win outright, a candidate needs more than half of all votes and at least 25% of the votes in more 
than half of Kenya’s 47 counties. No outright winner means a runoff election within 30 days.

Results must be announced within a week, but impatience is expected if they don’t come before this 
weekend.

“What we want to try to avoid is a long period of anxiety, of suspense,” said Bruce Golding, who leads 
the Commonwealth election observer group.

‘The Sacrifice Zone’: Myanmar bears cost of green energy
By DAKE KANG, VICTORIA MILKO and LORI HINNANT Associated Press
The birds no longer sing, and the herbs no longer grow. The fish no longer swim in rivers that have 

turned a murky brown. The animals do not roam, and the cows are sometimes found dead.
The people in this northern Myanmar forest have lost a way of life that goes back generations. But if 

they complain, they, too, face the threat of death.
This forest is the source of several key metallic elements known as rare earths, often called the vitamins 

of the modern world. Rare earths now reach into the lives of almost everyone on the planet, turning up 
in everything from hard drives and cellphones to elevators and trains. They are especially vital to the 
fast-growing field of green energy, feeding wind turbines and electric car engines. And they end up in the 
supply chains of some of the most prominent companies in the world, including General Motors, Volkswa-
gen, Mercedes, Tesla and Apple.

But an AP investigation has found that their universal use hides a dirty open secret in the industry: Their 
cost is environmental destruction, the theft of land from villagers and the funneling of money to brutal 
militias, including at least one linked to Myanmar’s secretive military government. As demand soars for 
rare earths along with green energy, the abuses are likely to grow.

“This rapid push to build out mining capacity is being justified in the name of climate change,” said Julie 
Michelle Klinger, author of the book “Rare Earths Frontiers,” who is leading a federal project to trace illicit 
energy minerals. “There’s still this push to find the right place to mine them, which is a place that is out 
of sight and out of mind.”

The AP investigation drew on dozens of interviews, customs data, corporate records and Chinese aca-
demic papers, along with satellite imagery and geological analysis gathered by the environmental non-profit 
Global Witness, to tie rare earths from Myanmar to the supply chains of 78 companies.

About a third of the companies responded. Of those, about two-thirds didn’t or wouldn’t comment on 
their sourcing, including Volkswagen, which said it was conducting due diligence for rare earths. Nearly 
all said they took environmental protection and human rights seriously.

Some companies said they audited their rare earth supply chains; others didn’t or required only supplier 
self-assessments. GM said it understood “the risks of heavy rare earths metals” and would source from 
an American supplier soon.

Tesla did not respond to repeated requests for comment, and Mercedes said they contacted suppliers 
to learn more in response to this story. Apple said “a majority” of their rare earths were recycled and they 
found “no evidence” of any from Myanmar, but experts say in general there is usually no way to make sure.

Just as dirty rare earths trickle down the supply chains of companies, they also slip through the cracks 
of regulation.
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In 2010, in response to war in the Congo, Congress required companies to disclose the origin of so-called 

conflict minerals — tantalum, tin, gold and tungsten — and promise their sourcing does not benefit armed 
groups. But the law does not cover rare earths. Audits are left up to individual companies, and no single 
agency is held accountable.

The State Department, which leads work on securing the U.S. rare earths supply, did not respond to 
repeated requests for comment. But experts say the government weighs the regulation of rare earths 
against other green goals, such as the sales and use of electric vehicles. With ongoing negotiations in 
Congress, the issue has become increasingly touchy, they say.

Rare earths are also omitted from the European Union’s 2021 regulation on conflict minerals. A European 
Commission statement noted gaps in oversight of the supply chain stretching to Europe, and said “it is yet 
unclear how” a Chinese push to regulate rare earths will work.

With no regulation or alternatives, companies have quietly continued shipping rare earths without envi-
ronmental, social and governance audits, known as ESG.

“What would be the result if now the world would say, ‘We want to do ESG audits on all rare earths 
production’?” said Thomas Kruemmer, director of Ginger International Trade & Investment, which does 
mineral and metal supply chain management. “The result would be that 70% of production would need 
to be closed down.”

___
The story of rare earths is one of a naked grab for resources while leaving the wreckage to other countries.
The United States offshored its rare earths mining to China in the 1980s because of environmental and 

cost issues. China’s leader at the time, Deng Xiaoping, declared rare earths China’s answer to “oil in the 
Middle East.” Tens of thousands of Chinese in the countryside discovered that they could make more in a 
month of mining than years of farming.

For decades the industry prospered. China became the world’s foremost miner of rare earths. A Beijing 
magazine called the profits “more addictive than drugs.”

Then, stung by public criticism, officials in Beijing declared war on the country’s dirty industries, includ-
ing rare earths mining. At a 2012 press conference in Beijing, a top Chinese industry official brandished 
photos of the devastation — pockmarked land stripped bare of vegetation.

Caught in the crossfire were miners like Guo, who asked to be identified by his last name only.
For years, Guo, a former car repairman, earned a handsome living after joining the booming rare earths 

industry in his native Jiangxi province. Then Beijing began enforcing some of the world’s strongest envi-
ronmental laws, shutting down mom-and-pop operations like his. Chinese satellites now snap photos from 
space, hunting for hidden mines.

But even while the supply from China is now monitored, the global demand for rare earths is expected to 
explode by 300% to 700% by 2040, according to the International Energy Agency. The proposed Inflation 
Reduction Act in the U.S. would increase demand even more by subsidizing the sale of electric vehicles in 
one of the world’s largest markets.

“The disturbing reality is that the cash that fuels these abuses ultimately comes from the world’s fast-
growing demand for these minerals, driven by the scaling up of green energy technologies,” said Clare 
Hammond, a senior researcher at Global Witness, which also conducted field work in Myanmar.

China is also responding to competition from Europe and its greatest rival, the United States, which 
has called its dependence on rare earths from China a “national security risk.” Concerned that its shrink-
ing reserves could allow Western countries to break its stranglehold on the industry, China encouraged 
companies to look abroad.

“Environmental controls have become much stricter,” said a government trade researcher, who declined 
to be named because he was not authorized to speak to the media. “That’s why imports have increased. 
It’s better to get rare earths from abroad.”

The Chinese foreign, industrial and environmental ministries and the Jiangxi regional government did 
not respond to requests for comment.

As mines in China shuttered, ore prices rose. In neighboring Myanmar, home to some of the world’s 
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richest deposits of what are known as heavy rare earths, opportunity beckoned. Thousands of Jiangxi 
miners streamed across the border.

“It reminds me of the European colonial attitudes towards Africa,” said an industry analyst, speaking on 
condition of anonymity to avoid damaging ties with the Chinese government. “You just can’t be relying on 
third-world-type mining practices in a dictatorship like Myanmar. It’s not sustainable.”

That does not bother Guo.
In 2019, he got a call. An old contact was opening up shop in Myanmar and needed a technician. Would 

he like to go?
Guo said yes, joining what he describes as a modern-day gold rush. He recounted primitive working 

conditions, including clouds of mosquitoes and nights spent burning logs in ramshackle cabins. The miners 
dug hundreds of feet deep with shovels and their bare, callused hands.

“I lived in a virgin forest, I lived like a savage,” he said.
He and other Chinese workers in Myanmar described a web of small, unlicensed private mines that sell 

to China’s big state-owned mining conglomerates — directly or through trade intermediaries. When cash 
changes hands, few questions are asked.

“I’m only responsible for digging the mountain up and selling it,” Guo said. “The rest is none of my 
business.”

Since 2015, imports from Myanmar have grown almost a hundredfold, according to UN trade data. 
Myanmar is now China’s single largest source of heavy rare earths, making up nearly half of the supply, 
according to Chinese customs data and expert estimates.

A few years ago, there were just two or three mines in Myanmar, then dozens. Today there are hun-
dreds, and Guo guesses there may soon be thousands. At this pace, he predicts, it won’t be long before 
Myanmar’s rare earths are all gone.

But Guo cares little about preservation or politics.
“They talk about future generations, I’m talking about survival today,” he said. “We just see if we can 

make money. It’s that simple.”
___
There is a name for what Myanmar has become: A “sacrifice zone,” or a place that destroys itself for 

the good of the world.
The sacrifice is visible from the air, in toxic turquoise pools that dot the landscape covered by mountain 

jungles just a few years ago. Since rare earth clays in Myanmar are soft and near the surface, they can 
easily be scooped into these pools of chemicals. Satellite imagery commissioned by Global Witness showed 
more than 2,700 of these pools at almost 300 separate locations.

The leaching agents have tainted tributaries of Myanmar’s main river, prompted landslides and poisoned 
the earth, according to witnesses, miners and local activists. Water is no longer drinkable, and endangered 
species such as tigers, pangolins and red pandas have fled the area.

A villager who lives along a river some 15 miles from the center of the mining sites said his wife used to 
catch and sell fish. Now the few they can catch make them ill, so they must buy from elsewhere at higher 
prices instead. Every time he enters the water, his feet feel itchy.

“There are no fish along the creek, not even small fishes,” said the villager, who asked to be anonymous 
for his safety. “Everything went extinct.”

Militias are rampant in these northern forest frontier areas, with at least one tied to the Border Guard 
Force backed by the Myanmar military, or Tatmadaw. Since seizing power last year, the Tatmadaw is un-
der international sanctions for human rights abuses, which means the rare earths money it gets from the 
militia may be going into a violent crackdown against civilians.

With the armed militias in control, villagers have no recourse to defend their land.
When village leaders filed a complaint about the effects of rare earth mining and testing on land needed 

for black cardamom, walnuts and livestock, a high-ranking militia leader aligned with the Border Guard 
Force angrily summoned them. He said rare earth mining would proceed with or without their agreement.
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“You, village leaders, should solve this issue,” he yelled as he pointed to the leaders, according to a 

recording of the January meeting obtained by Global Witness, which was shared with and verified by the 
AP. “Otherwise, I’ll have to start shooting and killing people. Do not underestimate me. I am not a child 
— this is not child’s play.”

The Myanmar military, militia-owned mining companies and militia leaders did not respond to requests 
for comment.

In the meantime, mining projects continue to get ever closer to the land villagers are trying to protect.
“We dare not complain,” said a villager, who also asked to be anonymous for his safety. “If we say some-

thing … they beat us. We don’t want to be in prison.”
The militias and warlords have turned Myanmar’s frontier with China into a modern-day wild west, with 

each tiny fiefdom demanding a cut of the profits that flow through its land.
“(The money) has to be going to people that are not nice people,” said an executive at a Chinese magnets 

maker, who declined to be named to speak on a sensitive topic. “There’s no way out of it.”
For Dong, a Chinese miner, the hundreds of dollars he hands to the armed men lining the roads in 

Myanmar are the price of doing business.
“To enter Myanmar, you pay,” he said, declining to give his first name to speak on a sensitive topic. “It’s 

all about the money.”
Dong said police have told him that the rare earths he extracts can only be sold to China, not to the 

Americans or Japanese, because they are China’s strategic resources. He is under no illusions about the 
damage from acids so strong that they corrode the shovels of his bulldozers and excavators – something 
he’d never seen before.

“This stuff is unbelievable,” he said. “It’s definitely polluting.”
___
As rare earths from Myanmar travel around the world, they pass through many hands.
The most destructive mining is for heavy rare earths, which are critical to make powerful magnets 

heat-resistant. Ores are trucked across the border from illicit mines in Myanmar to southern China, where 
state-owned companies buy them up in sacks by the thousands. Among them: Minmetals, China Southern 
Rare Earth, and Rising Nonferrous Metals.

Some 70% of China Southern’s rare earth ores came from Myanmar, with the rest from recycling, Jiangxi 
customs official Liu Jingjing wrote in a paper. China Southern, among the world’s largest processors of 
heavy rare earths, has no active mining in China, according to Liu’s paper. A company post highlighted 
how it is “seizing overseas rare earth resources” and “opening up” imports from Myanmar.

Minmetals, another major producer, warned shareholders in recent annual reports that it relied heavily 
on imports, as its one major mining project in China didn’t produce enough. Rising Nonferrous, the third 
company, wrote on their website in 2020 that their trading subsidiary had won approval from Chinese 
customs to import Myanmar heavy rare earth ores.

All three companies did not respond to calls, emails and faxes requesting comment.
Those companies in turn supply three major magnet companies: Yantai Zhenghai Magnetic Material, JL 

MAG, and Zhong Ke San Huan, public agreements show. Rising Nonferrous also supplies Guangdong TDK, 
a joint venture with Tokyo-based TDK, one of the world’s largest manufacturers of cell phone, laptop, and 
hard drive components and a supplier of Apple and Samsung. TDK and the magnet companies did not 
respond to requests for comment.

As the ore is transformed into magnets, it is separated, refined and melted, according to interviews with 
miners and magnet engineers. Along the way, materials from different sources often get mixed, making 
it difficult to track any particular shipment of rare earths from Myanmar to a specific batch of magnets.

Chinese magnet makers often don’t know where their rare earths come from because many multinational 
companies don’t ask, an engineer at one company noted.

“There’s never been like, where do you get your rare earth?” said the engineer, declining to be named 
to speak candidly. “There should be concern, but there’s no concern within the industry.”

The magnet companies go on to supply intermediaries like components manufacturers and trading 
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companies as well as big brands. The rare earths can pass through many more tiers of suppliers before 
reaching a consumer.

“The transparency in this industry is just so poor that the companies don’t know,” said Kristin Vekasi, a 
professor studying rare earth sourcing at the University of Maine.

Among global carmakers, GM, Volkswagen, and Mercedes said they expect suppliers to adhere to codes 
of conduct and due diligence, and Mercedes added that they were designing new motors to eliminate 
heavy rare earths. Ford said they conduct audits and request suppliers to identify sourcing.

Hyundai denied using rare earths from Myanmar, and Stellantis said that “to the best of Stellantis’ knowl-
edge,” their rare earth supply chains only involve operations in China. Some auto parts makers, including 
Bosch, Brose and Nidec, also said they were assured by the magnet companies that their components were 
free of rare earths from Myanmar. Others, such as Continental AG and BorgWarner, said they expected 
suppliers to adhere to their codes of conduct.

However, only an order from the Chinese government could force companies to separate rare earths 
from Myanmar and China, according to Nabeel Mancheri, secretary general of the Rare Earth Industry 
Association. The group is trying to build a blockchain-based verification to link up international customers 
with the Chinese companies “upstream.”

“Nothing exists on auditing the Chinese supply chain,” he said. “Downstream players simply rely on 
whatever certificate they get from Chinese companies.”

Among electronics giants, Samsung said they did not tolerate rights violations or environmental dam-
age but did not answer other specific questions about their suppliers. Toshiba, Panasonic and Hitachi did 
not comment on suppliers but said they would suspend working with businesses violating human rights.

Thyssenkrupp said it had “initiated measures” to find out more about the origin of the minerals for its 
magnet supplier. Other machinery manufacturers like Mitsubishi did not respond.

Among wind turbine manufacturers, Siemens Gamesa, which has projects in the United States and Eu-
rope, said it audits immediate suppliers and is preparing to trace those further upstream. It said “supplier 
feedbacks” showed only rare earths from China. Other wind companies, like Xinjiang Goldwind, did not 
respond.

But Klinger, the expert on illicit minerals tracing, said the only way for a company to be certain to avoid 
rare earths from Myanmar is to have their supply chain “entirely outside of Myanmar, China and potentially 
outside Southeast Asia.” She said there are cleaner ways to mine, but they cost more — a huge hurdle in 
the cutthroat world of commodities.

Mike Coffman, a former congressman who pushed for the original U.S. conflict minerals rules a decade 
ago, said he would like to see an expansion of the domestic supply of rare earths minerals, which is now 
before Congress. And U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, a Texas Republican, introduced a measure this year aimed 
at reducing U.S. reliance on China for rare earths and other critical minerals.

However, alternatives are still a long way in the future. In 2022, the U.S. and Australian governments 
both backed domestic rare earths projects with multimillion dollar financing, but facilities are years and 
tons of metals behind China’s current capacity.

Other countries with rare earths deposits are reluctant to mine them. Greenland’s parliament last year 
voted to halt a rare earth mining project, and efforts to develop a promising deposit in Sweden stalled 
because of local objections.

In the meantime, villagers still protest in one area in northern Myanmar where the black cardamom and 
walnuts grow — for now. Standing in the green mountains under a tree, a villager made it clear why they 
continue to raise their voices even when there’s been no recourse for others just a few mountains away.

“They are mining rare earth everywhere and we are no longer safe to drink water,” she said. “There is 
nothing to support the children. Nothing to eat.”

Famed Japanese fashion designer Issey Miyake dies at 84
By YURI KAGEYAMA Associated Press
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TOKYO (AP) — Issey Miyake, who built one of Japan’s biggest fashion brands and was known for his boldly 

sculpted pleated pieces as well as former Apple CEO Steve Jobs’ black turtlenecks, has died. He was 84.
Miyake died Aug. 5 of liver cancer, Miyake Design Office said Tuesday.
Miyake defined an era in Japan’s modern history, reaching stardom in the 1970s among a generation of 

designers and artists who reached global fame by defining a Japanese vision that was unique from the 
West.

Miyake’s origami-like pleats transformed usually crass polyester into chic. He also used computer tech-
nology in weaving to create apparel. His down-to-earth clothing was meant to celebrate the human body 
regardless of race, build, size or age.

Miyake even detested being called a fashion designer, choosing not to identify with what he saw as a 
frivolous, trend-watching, conspicuous consumption.

Again and again, Miyake returned to his basic concept of starting with a single piece of cloth — be it 
draped, folded, cut or wrapped.

Over the years, he took inspiration from a variety of cultures and societal motifs, as well as everyday 
items — plastic, rattan, “washi” paper, jute, horsehair, foil, yarn, batik, indigo dyes and wiring.

He sometimes evoked images of Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin, or collaborated with Japanese painter 
Tadanori Yokoo in images of monkeys and foliage in vibrant, psychedelic hues.

He also collaborated with furniture and interior designer Shiro Kuramata, photographer Irving Penn, 
choreographer and director Maurice Bejart, pottery maker Lucie Rie and Ballet Frankfurt.

In 1992, Miyake was commissioned to design the official Olympic uniform for Lithuania, which had just 
gained independence from the Soviet Union.

Born in Hiroshima in 1938, Miyake was a star as soon as he hit the European runways. His brown top, 
which combined the Japanese sewn fabric “sashiko” with raw silk knit, was splashed on the cover of the 
September 1973 issue of Elle magazine.

Miyake was also a pioneer in gender roles, asking feminist Fusae Ichikawa in the 1970s — when she 
was in her 80s — to be his model, sending the message that garments must be comfortable and express 
the natural beauty of real people.

Although he made clothes that went beyond the mundane, appearing to reach for the spiritual, he made 
a point to never get pretentious, always approving of the T-shirt-and-jeans look.

“Designing is like a living organism in that it pursues what matters for its well-being and continuity,” 
Miyake once wrote in his book.

His office confirmed a private funeral had already been held and other ceremonies will not be held in 
accordance with Miyake’s wishes. Miyake kept his family life private, and survivors are not known.

Abrams calls on using budget surplus to invest in Georgians
By JEFF AMY Associated Press
DECATUR, Ga. (AP) — Democratic gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams is arguing that it’s time for 

Georgia to use its budget surplus to invest in its residents, accusing Gov. Brian Kemp and other Republi-
cans of hurting the state by prioritizing low taxes and low spending.

With the state flush with $7 billion in extra funds, Abrams has proposed $1 billion in new spending, 
including expanding Medicaid and giving raises to teachers, state police and prison guards.

“What I’m saying is let’s put Georgians to work. Let’s invest in Georgians,” Abrams told The Associated 
Press in an interview ahead of a speech on the economy she’s expected to deliver Tuesday. “Let’s use 
the resources that are in our state to do what’s right for the people of the state.”

Trailing in the polls, Abrams is focusing on the economy as she looks to press reset on an issue that 
has emerged as a top vulnerability for Democrats across the U.S. this year amid inflation and high gas 
prices. Kemp is hoping the economy is an especially potent issue for him in Georgia this year as he points 
to billions of new investment in the state under his administration.

“This team has put our state on the path to greater economic opportunity for all who call the Peach 
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State home,” Kemp said in a campaign speech last month in the Atlanta suburb of McDonough. “We 
brought good paying jobs to every corner of Georgia, landed the largest economic development deals in 
our state’s history, passed the biggest income tax cut on record, and kept government out of your way 
and out of your pocket.”

Kemp plans to unveil his own plans on Thursday for some of Georgia’s surplus. It’s likely to include 
another round of state income tax rebates plus a property tax break for homeowners, said a Kemp cam-
paign official with knowledge of the governor’s plans who spoke on condition of anonymity to preview 
the announcement.

Nodding at Abrams’ work as a voting rights advocate, Kemp said she shares responsibility for the surging 
inflation and stubbornly high gas prices by helping get Joe Biden elected. He calls it the “Biden-Abrams 
agenda.”

The question is whether pocketbook issues will take precedent over other concerns for voters, including 
abortion, particularly in a state where a six-week ban is now in effect.

Abrams and other Democrats hope to pivot away from inflation and toward ways government can help 
voters. Many of her plans are the same as when she ran against Kemp in 2018, including expanding the 
Medicaid health insurance program to all low-income adults and expanding state aid to small businesses.

But in 2022, Georgia is flush with cash. The state closed its budget year in June with a roughly $5 billion 
surplus, atop $2.3 billion in surplus from the year before, and a legally protected $4.3 billion rainy-day fund.

Abrams acknowledges austerity may have been necessary during the Great Recession. Now, though, 
she says Republicans are inflicting a “poverty of imagination and a poverty of thinking” on Georgia by 
insisting on low spending and tax cuts.

“I liken it to a company that realizes a windfall,” Abrams said. “You can either give dividends to your 
wealthiest shareholders or you can invest in the infrastructure of your company so you can create more 
opportunities and create more revenue. I want to do the latter.”

Kemp warns that increasing spending will worsen inflation and argues Abrams will ultimately seek to 
raise taxes after spending the surplus.

“What she really believes is more government, controlling more and more of your everyday lives, and 
taking more of your hard-earned paychecks,” Kemp said in McDonough.

Abrams flatly vows not to raise taxes and says her spending plan is sustainable.
The Democrat weaves her argument with other attacks on Kemp. She says permissive gun laws and a 

law banning most abortions after six weeks of pregnancy will drive away business.
She’s also trying to eclipse Kemp on some policies, arguing for another round of checks to taxpayers 

like a billion-dollar state income tax rebate Kemp championed earlier this year. Kemp has repeatedly sus-
pended Georgia’s state gas tax for short periods, but Abrams calls for Kemp to pledge now to suspend 
it until the end of the year. And Abrams has pledged not to repeal a state income tax cut that begins in 
2024 and could ultimately reduce taxes by $2 billion.

Kemp said Abrams’ support for his proposals shows voters he’s the one to trust.
“I’m running on my record. You know what Stacey Abrams’ record is? It’s going to be different tomorrow 

than it was today, I can tell you that,” Kemp said Thursday during a northeast Georgia campaign stop in 
Toccoa. “She keeps changing it based on the way the winds are blowing or the way the polling is.”

Abrams notes Georgia ranked 24th among states for per-capita income in the early 2000s but has slid 
to 40th. Although close observers debate the cause of that, Abrams ascribes it to steering too many 
benefits to the rich.

She said it’s time to quit subsidizing out-of-state companies to set up shop and pay low wages, the tra-
ditional Southern approach to economic development.

“As long as our plans rely on sucking dry our people, then that’s the wrong approach,” Abrams said.
Instead, she said she envisions a focus on small businesses, helping minority-owned businesses catch 

up and promoting economic mobility in a region of the country where poor people are the least likely to 
get ahead.
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“We can invest in every level of our economy, and everyone can thrive,” she said.

South Korean rain turns roads into rivers, leaves 8 dead
By KIM TONG-HYUNG Associated Press
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Some of the heaviest rain in decades swamped South Korea’s capital region, 

turning Seoul’s streets into car-clogged rivers and sending floods cascading into subway stations. At least 
eight people were killed — some drowning in their homes — and seven others were missing, with more 
rain forecast, officials said Tuesday.

More than 43 centimeters (17 inches) of rain was measured in Seoul’s hardest-hit Dongjak district from 
Monday to noon Tuesday. Precipitation in the area exceeded 14 centimeters (5.5 inches) per hour at one 
point Monday night, the highest hourly downpour measured in Seoul since 1942.

Deserted cars and buses were scattered across streets as the water receded on Tuesday. Workers cleared 
uprooted trees, mud and debris with excavators and blocked off broken roads. Landslide warnings were 
issued in nearly 50 cities and towns, and 160 hiking paths in Seoul and mountainous Gangwon province 
were closed.

Emergency crews worked overnight to restore most subway service as of Tuesday morning, but a route 
linking towns north of Seoul was shut Tuesday evening as continuing rain flooded some stations.

Dozens of roads, including major expressways near the swollen Han River, were closed because of rising 
water levels or partial flooding.

“The heavy rainfall is expected to continue for days … we need to maintain our sense of alert and re-
spond with all-out effort,” President Yoon Suk Yeol said at the government’s emergency headquarters.

The military was prepared to deploy troops to help with recovery efforts if requested by cities or regional 
governments, Defense Ministry spokesperson Moon Hong-sik said.

The rain began Monday morning and strengthened through the evening.
By nightfall, people were wading through thigh-high waters in streets in Gangnam, one of Seoul’s most 

bustling business and leisure districts, where cars and buses were stuck in mud-brown waters. Commut-
ers evacuated as water cascaded down the stairs of the Isu subway station like a waterfall. In the nearby 
city of Seongnam, a rain-weakened hillside collapsed into a university soccer field.

Rescue workers failed to reach three people -– two sisters in their 40s and a 13-year-old girl -– who 
called for help before drowning in a basement home in the Gwanak district of southern Seoul on Monday 
night. Another woman drowned in her home in the nearby Dongjak district, where a public worker died 
while clearing fallen trees, likely from electrocution. Choi Seon-yeong, an official from the Dongjak district 
office, said it wasn’t immediately clear whether the death was caused by a damaged power source or 
equipment the man was using.

Three people were found dead in the debris of landslides and a collapsed bus station in the nearby cit-
ies of Gwangju and Hwaseong.

Four people were missing in southern Seoul’s Seocho district, the home of Yoon, who, according to his 
office, spent hours on the phone receiving briefings and issuing instructions overnight as rain flooded 
streets near his high-rise apartment complex.

Nearly 800 buildings in Seoul and nearby cities were damaged and at least 790 people were forced to 
evacuate from their homes, the Ministry of the Interior and Safety said.

The country’s weather agency maintained a heavy rain warning for the Seoul metropolitan area and 
nearby regions on Tuesday and said precipitation may reach 5 to 10 centimeters (2 to 4 inches) an hour 
in some areas. It said around 10 to 35 centimeters (4 to 14 inches) of additional rain was expected across 
the capital region through Thursday.

Rainstorms also pounded North Korea, where authorities issued heavy rain warnings for the southern 
and western parts of the country. North Korea’s official Rodong Sinmun newspaper described the rain as 
potentially disastrous and called for measures to protect farmland and prevent flooding on the Taedong 
River, which flows through the capital, Pyongyang.
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Taiwan holds drills, says China seeks control of seas

By JOHNSON LAI Associated Press
PINGTUNG, Taiwan (AP) — Taiwan’s foreign minister said Tuesday that China is using military drills to 

rehearse an invasion of the self-governing island democracy, while Taiwan’s military began its own live-fire 
exercises in a show of readiness to thwart off a potential attack.

Joseph Wu said Beijing aims to establish its dominance in the Western Pacific and annex Taiwan, which 
it claims as its own territory. That would include control of the East and South China Seas via the Taiwan 
Strait and preventing the U.S. and its allies from aiding Taiwan, he told a news conference in Taipei.

China says its drills were prompted by the visit to the island last week by U.S. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, but Wu said China was using her trip as a pretext for intimidating moves it has long had in the 
works. China also banned some Taiwanese food imports after the visit and cut off dialogue with the U.S. 
on a range of issues from military contacts to combating transnational crime and climate change.

The U.S. has no formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan in deference to Beijing, but is legally bound to ensure 
the island can defend itself and to treat all threats against it — including a blockade — as matters of grave 
concern. That leaves open the question of whether Washington would dispatch forces if China attacked 
Taiwan. President Joe Biden has said repeatedly the U.S. was bound to do so, in comments swiftly walked 
back by his staff.

The exercises show China’s “geostrategic ambition beyond Taiwan,” Wu said.
“China has no right to interfere in or alter” the Taiwanese people’s democratic process or interaction 

with other nations, he said, adding that Taiwan and the mainland are separate jurisdictions with “neither 
subordinate to the other.”

Since Thursday, China has sent military ships and planes across the midline in the Taiwan Strait and 
launched missiles into waters surrounding the island. Ignoring calls to calm tensions, Beijing has extended 
the exercises that amount to a blockade without announcing when they will end.

The drills have disrupted flights and shipping in one of the busiest zones for global trade. Taiwan has 
put its forces on alert, but has so far refrained from taking active counter measures.

On Tuesday, its military held live-fire artillery drills in Pingtung County on its southeastern coast.
The army will continue to train and accumulate strength to deal with the threat from China, said Maj, 

Gen. Lou Woei-jye, spokesperson for Taiwan’s 8th Army Command. “No matter what the situation is ... 
this is the best way to defend our country.”

A visitor from the nearby port city of Kaohsiung said the exercises were necessary to “let China know 
we are prepared.”

“I hope both sides can exercise restraint. Fighting a war is not good for the ordinary people,” said the 
man, who gave only his surname Chen.

Taiwan, a former Japanese colony with only loose connections to imperial China, split with the mainland 
amid civil war in 1949. Despite never having governed the island, China’s ruling Communist Party regards 
it as its own territory and has sought to isolate it diplomatically and economically in addition to ratcheting 
up military threats.

Taiwan is a crucial provider of computer chips for the global economy, including China’s high-tech sec-
tors. An extended crisis in the Taiwan Strait, a major thoroughfare for global trade, could have major 
implications for international supply chains at a time when the world is facing disruptions and uncertainty.

Russia successfully launches Iranian satellite
MOSCOW (AP) — A Russian rocket on Tuesday successfully launched an Iranian satellite into orbit.
The Soyuz rocket lifted off as scheduled at 8:52 a.m. Moscow time (0552 GMT) Tuesday from the Russia-

leased Baikonur launch facility in Kazakhstan.
About nine minutes after the launch, it placed the Iranian satellite called Khayyam into orbit. It’s named 
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after Omar Khayyam, a Persian scientist who lived in the 11th and 12th centuries.

Iran has said the satellite fitted with high-resolution camera will be used for environmental monitoring 
and will remain fully under its control.

Tehran said no other country will have access to information it gathers and it would be used for civilian 
purposes only, but there have been allegations that Russia may use it for surveillance of Ukraine amid its 
military action there.

If it operates successfully, the satellite would give Iran the ability to monitor its archenemy Israel and 
other countries in the Middle East.

Yuri Borisov, head of Russia’s state space corporation Roscosmos, hailed the launch as an “important 
landmark” in cooperation between Moscow and Tehran.

Iranian state television aired footage of the launch live, noting that the country’s telecommunications 
minister attended the liftoff in Kazakhstan. Tehran said the satellite will help improve productivity in the 
agriculture sector, survey water resources, manage natural disasters, confront deforestation and monitor 
border areas.

Citing Iran’s civilian space agency, state television said the satellite would provide high-resolution surveil-
lance images with a one-meter-per-pixel definition. Western civilian satellites offer around half-a-meter per 
pixel, while U.S. spy satellites are believed to have even-greater definition.

Iran has both a civilian and military space program, which the U.S. fears could be used to advance its 
ballistic missile program. However, Iran has seen a series of mishaps and failed satellite launches over 
recent years.

Ukrainian resistance grows in Russian-occupied areas
By YURAS KARMANAU and HANNA ARHIROVA Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — In a growing challenge to Russia’s grip on occupied areas of southeastern Ukraine, 

guerrilla forces loyal to Kyiv are killing pro-Moscow officials, blowing up bridges and trains, and helping 
the Ukrainian military by identifying key targets.

The spreading resistance has eroded Kremlin control of those areas and threatened its plans to hold 
referendums in various cities as a move toward annexation by Russia.

“Our goal is to make life unbearable for the Russian occupiers and use any means to derail their plans,” 
said Andriy, a 32-year-old coordinator of the guerrilla movement in the southern Kherson region.

A member of the Zhovta Strichka — or “Yellow Ribbon” — resistance group, Andriy spoke to The As-
sociated Press on condition of not being fully identified to avoid being tracked down by the Russians. The 
group takes its name from one of the two national colors of Ukraine, and its members use ribbons of that 
hue to mark potential targets for guerrilla attacks.

Ukrainian troops recently used a U.S.-supplied multiple rocket launcher known as HIMARS to hit a stra-
tegic bridge on the Dnieper River in Kherson, severing the Russians’ main supply link. The city of 500,000 
people, seized by Russian troops early in the war, has been flooded with leaflets from the resistance, 
threatening Moscow-backed officials.

Just before the bridge attack, leaflets appeared, saying, “If HIMARS can’t do it, a partisan will help.”
“We are giving the Ukrainian military precise coordinates for various targets, and the guerrillas’ assistance 

makes the new long-range weapons, particularly HIMARS, even more powerful,” Andriy told the AP. “We 
are invisible behind the Russian lines, and this is our strength.”

As Ukrainian forces step up attacks in the region and reclaim some areas west of the Dnieper River, the 
guerrilla activity also has increased.

They coordinate with the Ukrainian military’s Special Operations Forces, which helps them develop 
strategies and tactics. Those forces also select targets and set up a website with tips on how to organize 
resistance, prepare ambushes and elude arrest. A network of weapons caches and secret hideouts was 
established in occupied areas.

Bombs have been placed near administrative buildings, at officials’ homes and even on their routes to 
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work.

An explosive placed on a tree went off as a vehicle carrying Kherson prison chief Yevgeny Sobolev passed 
by, although he survived the attack. A police vehicle was hit by a shrapnel bomb, seriously wounding two 
officers, one of whom later died. The deputy head of the local administration in Nova Kakhovka died of 
wounds after being gunned down over the weekend.

Guerrillas have repeatedly tried to kill Vladimir Saldo, the head of the Kherson region’s Russia-backed 
temporary administration, offering a bounty of 1 million hryvnias (about $25,000). His assistant, Pavel 
Slobodchikov, was shot and killed in his vehicle, and another official, Dmytry Savluchenko, was killed by 
a car bomb.

The attacks have prompted Moscow to send anti-guerrilla units to Kherson, Saldo said.
“Every day, special units from Russia detect two or three caches with weapons for terrorist activities,” 

Saldo said on his messaging app channel. “The seizure of weapons help reduce the threat of sabotage.”
Early in the occupation, thousands of residents staged peaceful protests. But the Russian military quickly 

disbanded them and arrested activists, radicalizing the resistance.
Wedding photographer-turned-activist Oleksandr Kharchikov, 41, of Skadovsk, said he was beaten and 

tortured after being arrested in a Russian security sweep.
“The Russians tortured me for a long time. They beat me with a baseball bat, they pinched my fingers 

with pliers and tortured me with electric shocks,” Kharchikov said in a telephone interview. “I suffered a 
concussion and a broken rib, but I didn’t give them any information, and that saved me.”

Kharchikov spent 155 days under Russian occupation until he escaped.
“The repressions are intensifying. They are creating unbearable conditions for the Ukrainians, making it 

increasingly difficult to survive under Russian occupation,” he told the AP.
The Russians were offering 10,000 rubles ($165) to anyone applying for Russian citizenship to strengthen 

their grip on the region, he said.
Moscow has introduced the ruble, set up Russian cellular networks and cut off Ukrainian television in 

the area. Giant screens showing Russian TV broadcasts have been placed on the main squares of cities.
Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov, who also spent a long time in Russian captivity, told the AP that about 

500 Ukrainian activists were detained, with many tortured. Some vanished for months after their arrest.
In May and June, guerrillas blew up two railway bridges in Melitopol and derailed two Russian military 

trains, Fedorov said.
“The resistance movement is pursuing three goals -- to destroy Russian weapons and means of supplying 

them, discrediting and intimidating the occupiers and their collaborators, and informing Ukrainian special 
services about enemy positions,” he added.

Russia responded by bolstering patrols and conducting regular sweeps for those suspected of guerrilla 
links. During such raids, they check phones and arrest those with Ukrainian symbols or photos of relatives 
in military uniforms.

“In a mopping-up operation, the Russians seal the entire neighborhood, halt traffic to and from it, and 
methodically go from one apartment to another. If they find any Ukrainian symbols or any link to the 
Ukrainian military, they put all family members in a filtration camp,” Fedorov said.

“In the best case, people are told: ‘Get out of here if you are against Russia,’ but it also happens that 
some people disappear,” he said.

Of Melitopol’s prewar population of 150,000, more than 60,000 people have left.
Pro-Moscow officials are preparing for a possible referendum on Melitopol and other occupied areas 

joining Russia, conducting security raids and handing out Russian passports, Fedorov said.
“We will thwart the Russian referendum. We won’t allow voting under Russian gun barrels,” he said, 

adding that no more than 10% of the population sympathizes with Moscow, and half has fled.
Guerrillas have tied yellow ribbons on buildings where voting is to be held, warning residents that they 

could be targeted by bombs during balloting.
The resistance ranges from radical activists to teachers and retirees who sing Ukrainian songs in parks 

and secretly wear yellow and blue ribbons.
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“The Russians were expecting that they would be met with flowers, but they faced the fact that most 

people consider themselves Ukrainians and are ready to offer resistance in various forms — from collecting 
information to burning and blowing up the occupiers,” said Oleksii Aleksandrov, who owned a restaurant 
in the southern port of Mariupol.

In one recent gesture of defiance in Mariupol, a young man wrapped in a Ukrainian flag stood on a 
street next to the theater destroyed by Russian bombs. The photo spread through Ukrainian media, and 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy hailed him in an address to the nation.

“It was a very brave thing to do, and I would like to thank him for his action,” Zelenskyy said. “This man 
is one of many people who are waiting for Ukraine’s comeback and won’t accept the occupation under 
any circumstances.”

Although pro-Moscow sentiment is strong in Ukraine’s mostly Russian-speaking industrial heartland of 
the Donbas, a guerrilla movement also has emerged there.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said six Russian troops were wounded last month when their vehicle was 
blown up by guerrillas in the city of Sievierodonetsk soon after its seizure. They also have targeted rail-
ways, disrupting Russian munitions shipments and other supplies.

“The guerrillas have acted quite successfully,” Haidai told the AP. “They haven’t only spread leaflets. They 
also have destroyed infrastructure facilities. It helps a lot to slow down the Russian attacks and advances.”

Observers say the guerrilla movement varies by region and that it is in the interest of both sides to 
exaggerate its scope.

“The Russians do it to justify their repressions on the occupied territories while the Ukrainians seek 
to demoralize the Russian forces and extol their victories,” said Vadim Karasev, head of the Kyiv-based 
Institute of Global Strategies think tank. “It’s hard to believe the tales about Ukrainians feeding Russian 
soldiers with poisoned cakes, but sometimes myths work better than facts.”

Public sector strike cripples cash-strapped Lebanon
By KAREEM CHEHAYEB Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — Tarek Younes was once solidly middle class and felt he helped contribute to society as an 

inspector in the Lebanese government’s consumer protection agency. But the country’s economic free-fall 
has eroded his income and civic pride.

In his desperation, Younes has joined tens of thousands of public sector employees across the country 
in an open-ended strike that has already lasted for six weeks.

The protest of the civil servants who form the backbone of government signals a further erosion of 
Lebanon’s public institutions, already struggling to afford their most basic operating costs.

The strike gives a bleak preview of how Lebanon could sink even deeper, should officials continue to 
delay decisive action on key financial and administrative reforms sought by the International Monetary 
Fund to make Lebanon’s comatose economy viable again.

Meanwhile, the protest further disrupted life in Lebanon, with even the most basic government services 
on hold. Court cases have been delayed. Identity cards, birth certificates and school transcripts are not 
being issued. Air traffic controllers announced that they would stop working nights in August.

Over the past year, public transportation drivers and public school teachers held unsuccessful sporadic 
strikes and protests, which they hoped would be a wake-up call for government.

“I don’t know how we’re thinking about economic recovery, if you have that many people who were 
once middle class now living in poverty,” Younes told The Associated Press. “We are extending our hand 
and making compromises, but the government needs to do so as well and give us some of our rights.”

Many point to decades of corruption and nefarious financial management as a cause for Lebanon’s 
economic downward spiral, now in its third year. They say a handful of members of Lebanon’s ruling elite 
caused the world’s worst economic crisis since the mid-19th century, with three quarters of the population 
now considered poor.

The government has not increased wages for public sector workers since the onset of the country’s fis-
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cal crunch in late 2019, during which the Lebanese pound lost over 90% of its value against the dollar. On 
top of that, food, gasoline and medicine prices are up sharply due to high inflation.

Younes, who heads the Association of Public Administration Employees, said public sector wages once 
secured a middle class lifestyle at around $1,300 per month. But that value has rapidly plummeted to the 
equivalent of under $70. In a country of about 6 million people, some 350,000 Lebanese work in the public 
sector and their salaries account for a huge chunk of the national budget.

Younes says public workers are demanding a small wage increase, better health care and a flexible 
transportation stipend to keep up with rising gasoline prices. They would still work with a major pay cut 
but he says it would “at least help us get the bare minimum of a dignified life.”

With the onset of the financial crisis, Younes was scrambling as a government inspector to crack down 
on illegal price hikes and the hoarding of gasoline, wheat and medicine. He and dozens of other inspectors 
at the consumer protection services division of Lebanon’s Economy Ministry were tasked with monitoring 
thousands of Lebanese businesses.

Lebanon’s bickering ruling political parties have stalled in putting together an economic recovery plan 
and reaching a deal with the IMF for a bailout program to restructure its crippled banks and reform its 
pulverized economy.

The country’s caretaker government under Prime Minister Najib Mikati says it can’t afford the workers’ 
demands but offered temporary cash bonuses and a slightly improved transportation stipend. Some em-
ployees have returned to work, but Younes said the majority still have their doors closed.

“What will (the bonuses) do? Will it help you get to work, pay your electricity bill, or your phone bill?” 
Younes said. “You can do one of these, but then you can’t feed your children, take them to school, or get 
them health care.”

Lebanon’s public sector was weak even before the crisis began in late 2019, said Sami Zoughaib, an 
economist at Beirut-based think tank The Policy Initiative. He described it as bloated, inefficient and marred 
by political patronage and corruption.

“The elite used public employment as a tool in their clientelistic practices to garner political support,” 
he said. “A bunch of them are ghost employees who are there only to get their checks but never show 
up to work.”

Trimming the public sector payroll might help make the country’s budget sheet less sore on the eyes, 
but may cause backlash, impact political loyalty and worsen Lebanon’s already alarming poverty rate. The 
cash-strapped country has no viable social protection programs to soften the blow.

“If you fire 20 or 30 percent of the workers, how do you make sure they survive? What kind of social 
protection measures are you using?” Zoughaib said.

Lebanon has stalled on adopting key structural reforms required to reach an agreement with the IMF 
on a wholesale economic recovery program, with the government instead resorting to stop-gap measures 
to quell social tensions.

Zoughaib isn’t optimistic this will change.
“They will continue to kick the can down the road without harming themselves politically, with some 

patchwork,” he said. “This is harmful for both the public sector and largely for the Lebanese public, which 
needs public institutions.”

Meanwhile, Younes anxiously shuffles papers at his desk at the consumer protection unit as he takes 
a phone call. It’s another scuffle at a bread line and it appears that a bakery in Beirut has been illegally 
hoarding subsidized wheat imports. He calls two inspectors to investigate the situation.

Younes insists his sporadic visits to the office, located just a few floors under the economy minister’s, do 
not signal an end to the strike. He said he still gets involved in some emergencies linked to food security, 
especially bread.

“Because we see how much people are suffering, and because we’re part of the people, we no doubt 
choose to remain available on this matter even at the bare minimum,” he said.

Younes then prepares for another call with some ministers who have been negotiating with the striking 
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workers. He says their sympathy alone is no longer enough.

“Just like we’re committed to the public administration to continue its work, we hope the rulers do so 
too,” he said. “If there is no public sector, there is no state, no entity.”

‘I didn’t really learn anything’: COVID grads face college
By COLLIN BINKLEY AP Education Writer
Angel Hope looked at the math test and felt lost. He had just graduated near the top of his high school 

class, winning scholarships from prestigious colleges. But on this test — a University of Wisconsin exam 
that measures what new students learned in high school — all he could do was guess.

It was like the disruption of the pandemic was catching up to him all at once.
Nearly a third of Hope’s high school career was spent at home, in virtual classes that were hard to fol-

low and easy to brush aside. Some days he skipped school to work extra hours at his job. Some days he 
played games with his brother and sister. Other days he just stayed in bed.

Algebra got little of his attention, but his teachers kept giving him good grades amid a school-wide push 
for leniency.

“It was like school was optional. It wasn’t a mandatory thing,” said Hope, 18, of Milwaukee. “I feel like 
I didn’t really learn anything.”

Across the country, there are countless others like him. Hundreds of thousands of recent graduates are 
heading to college this fall after spending more than half their high school careers dealing with the upheaval 
of a pandemic. They endured a jarring transition to online learning, the strains from teacher shortages and 
profound disruptions to their home lives. And many are believed to be significantly behind academically.

Colleges could see a surge in students unprepared for the demands of college-level work, education 
experts say. Starting a step behind can raise the risk of dropping out. And that can hurt everything from 
a person’s long-term earnings to the health of the country’s workforce.

The extent of the problem became apparent to Allison Wagner as she reviewed applications for All-In 
Milwaukee, a scholarship program that provides financial aid and college counseling to low-income stu-
dents, including Hope.

Wagner, the group’s executive director, saw startling numbers of students who were granted permission 
to spend half the school day working part-time jobs their senior year, often at fast food chains or groceries. 
And she saw more students than ever who didn’t take math or science classes their senior year, often as 
a result of teacher shortages.

“We have so many students who are going on to college academically malnourished,” Wagner said. 
“There is no way they are going to be academically prepared for the rigor of college.”

Her group is boosting its tutoring budget and covering tuition for students in the program who take 
summer classes in math or science. Still, she fears the setbacks will force some students to take more 
than four years to graduate or, worse, drop out.

“The stakes are tremendously high,” she said.
Researchers say it’s clear that remote instruction caused learning setbacks, most sharply among Black 

and Hispanic students. For younger students, there’s still hope that America’s schools can accelerate the 
pace of instruction and close learning gaps. But for those who graduated in the last two years, experts 
fear many will struggle.

In anticipation of higher needs, colleges from New Jersey to California have been expanding “bridge” 
programs that provide summer classes, often for students from lower incomes or those who are the first 
in their families to attend college. Programs previously treated as orientation are taking on a harder aca-
demic edge, with a focus on math, science and study skills.

In Hanceville, Alabama, Wallace State Community College this year tapped state money to create its first 
summer bridge program as it braces for an influx of underprepared students. Students could take three 
weeks of accelerated lessons in math and English in a bid to avoid remedial classes.

The school hoped to bring up to 140 students to campus, but just 10 signed up.
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Other states have used federal pandemic relief to help colleges build summer programs. In Kentucky, 

which gave colleges $3.5 million for the effort this year, officials called it a “moral imperative.”
“We need these people to be our future workforce, and we need them to be successful,” said Amanda 

Ellis, a vice president of Kentucky’s Council on Postsecondary Education.
After the pandemic hit, Angel Hope worked up to 20 hours a week at his job with a local nonprofit aid 

group. He felt the time away from school was worth it for the money, especially when nobody was paying 
attention in the online classes. With his parents away at work, he often felt alone, shunning social media 
for days and eating ramen noodles for dinner.

“I think isolating myself was a little bit of my coping mechanism,” he said. “I was kind of like, ‘Keep it in 
a little bit and you’ll get through it eventually.’”

The pandemic led many high schoolers to disengage at a time when they would usually be preparing 
for college or careers, said Rey Saldaña, president and CEO of Communities in Schools, a nonprofit group 
that places counselors in public schools in 26 states.

His group worked in some districts where hundreds of students simply didn’t return after classrooms 
reopened. In Charlotte, North Carolina, the allure of steady paychecks kept many students away from 
school even after in-person classes resumed, said Shakaka Perry, a reengagement coordinator for Com-
munities in Schools.

Perry and her colleagues spent last school year bringing students back to school and getting them ready 
for graduation. But when she thinks about whether they’re ready for college, she has doubts: “It’s going 
to be an awakening.”

A couple months after struggling through his math placement test, Hope headed to the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, for six weeks of intense classes at a summer bridge program. He took a math class 
that covered the ground he missed in high school, and he’s signed up to take calculus in the fall.

He also revived basic study skills that went dormant in high school. He started studying at the library. 
He got used to the rhythms of school, with assignments every day and tests every other week. He redis-
covered what it’s like to enjoy school.

Most importantly, he says it changed his mindset: Now he feels like he’s there to learn, not just to get by.
“After this, I definitely feel prepared for college,” he said. “If I didn’t have this, I would be in a very bad 

place.”

Muslim communities fearful after 4 killings in Albuquerque
By STEFANIE DAZIO and MARIAM FAM Associated Press
First was the killing of a Muslim man from Afghanistan late last year. Then came two more slayings in 

the last two weeks — men from Pakistan who attended the same mosque in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Those deaths were followed Friday by the city’s fourth homicide of a Muslim man in nine months. To-

gether the killings have sent ripples of fear through Islamic communities in New Mexico and beyond and 
fueled a race to find who was responsible.

Authorities on Monday identified the latest victim as they sought help searching for a vehicle believed 
to be connected to the slayings. The common elements were the victims’ race and religion, officials said.

Naeem Hussain was killed Friday night, and the three other men died in ambush shootings. Police in 
New Mexico’s largest city are trying to determine if the deaths are linked.

“The fact the suspect remains at large is terrifying,” Debbie Almontaser, a Muslim community leader in 
New York, wrote on Twitter. “Who is next?!”

In a phone interview, Almontaser said that a female friend who lives in Michigan and wears the hijab 
head covering shared with her over the weekend just how rattled she was. “She’s like, ‘This is so terrify-
ing. I’m so scared. I travel alone,’” Almontaser said.

Hussain, 25, was from Pakistan. His death came just days after those of Muhammad Afzaal Hussain, 27, 
and Aftab Hussein, 41, who were also from Pakistan and members of the same mosque.

The earliest case involves the November killing of Mohammad Ahmadi, 62, from Afghanistan.
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Aneela Abad, general secretary at the Islamic Center of New Mexico, described a community reeling 

from the killings, its grief compounded by confusion and fear of what may follow.
“We are just completely shocked and still trying to comprehend and understand what happened, how 

and why,” she said.
Some people have avoided going out unless “absolutely necessary,” and some Muslim university students 

have been wondering whether it is safe for them to stay in the city, she said. The center has also beefed 
up its security.

Police said the same vehicle is suspected of being used in all four homicides — a dark gray or silver 
four-door Volkswagen that appears to be a Jetta or Passat with dark tinted windows. Authorities released 
photos hoping people could help identify the car and offered a $20,000 reward for information leading 
to an arrest.

Investigators did not say where the images were taken or what led them to suspect the car was involved 
in the slayings. Police spokesperson Gilbert Gallegos said in an email Monday that the agency has received 
tips regarding the car but did not elaborate.

“We have a very, very strong link,” Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller said Sunday. “We have a vehicle of 
interest … We have got to find this vehicle.”

Gallegos said he could not comment on what kind of gun was used in the shootings, or whether police 
know how many suspects were involved in the violence.

President Joe Biden said he was “angered and saddened” by the killings and that his administration 
“stands strongly with the Muslim community.”

“These hateful attacks have no place in America,” Biden said Sunday in a tweet.
The conversation about safety has also dominated WhatsApp and email groups that Almontaser is on.
“What we’ve seen happen in New Mexico is very chilling for us as a Muslim minority community in the 

United States that has endured so much backlash and discrimination” since the 9/11 attacks, she said. 
“It’s frightening.”

Few anti-Muslim hate crimes have been recorded in Albuquerque over the last five years, according to 
FBI data cited by Brian Levin, director of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism and a professor 
of criminal justice at California State University at San Bernardino.

From 2017 through 2020, there was one anti-Muslim hate crime a year. The highest recent number was 
in 2016, when Albuquerque police recorded six out of a total of 25 hate crimes.

That largely tracks with national trends, which hit the lowest numbers in a decade in 2020, only to in-
crease by 45% in 2021 in a dozen cities and states, Levin said.

Albuquerque authorities say they cannot determine if the slayings were hate crimes until they have 
identified a suspect and a motive.

Louis Schlesinger, a forensic psychology professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York, 
said bias killings are often perpetrated by a small group of people, typically young white men. A lone 
perpetrator is rare.

“These are basically total losers by every dimension, whether it’s social, economic, psychological, what 
have you,” he said. “They’re filled with hatred for one reason or another and target a particular group that 
they see, in their mind, to blame for all their problems in life.”

It was not clear whether the victims knew their attacker or attackers.
The most recent victim was found dead after police received a call of a shooting. Authorities declined 

to say whether the killing was carried out in a way similar to the other deaths.
Muhammad Afzaal Hussain had worked as a field organizer for a local congresswoman’s campaign.
Democratic Rep. Melanie Stansbury issued a statement praising him as “one of the kindest and hardest 

working people” she has ever known. She said the urban planner was “committed to making our public 
spaces work for every person and cleaning up legacy pollution.”

As land-use director for the city of Española — more than 85 miles (137 kilometers) north of Albuquer-
que — Hussain worked to improve conditions and inclusivity for disadvantaged minorities, the mayor’s 
office said.
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Russian disinformation spreading in new ways despite bans

By DAVID KLEPPER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — After Russia invaded Ukraine last February, the European Union moved to block 

RT and Sputnik, two of the Kremlin’s top channels for spreading propaganda and misinformation about 
the war.

Nearly six months later, the number of sites pushing that same content has exploded as Russia found 
ways to evade the ban. They’ve rebranded their work to disguise it. They’ve shifted some propaganda 
duties to diplomats. And they’ve cut and pasted much of the content on new websites — ones that until 
now had no obvious ties to Russia.

NewsGuard, a New York-based firm that studies and tracks online misinformation, has now identified 
250 websites actively spreading Russian disinformation about the war, with dozens of new ones added in 
recent months.

Claims on these sites include allegations that Ukraine’s army has staged some deadly Russian attacks to 
curry global support, that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is faking public appearances, or that 
Ukrainian refugees are committing crimes in Germany and Poland.

Some of the sites pose as independent think tanks or news outlets. About half are English-language, 
while others are in French, German or Italian. Many were set up long before the war and were not obvi-
ously tied to the Russian government until they suddenly began parroting Kremlin talking points.

“They may be establishing sleeper sites,” said NewsGuard co-CEO Gordon Crovitz. Sleeper sites are web-
sites created for a disinformation campaign that lay largely dormant, slowly building an audience through 
innocuous or unrelated posts, and then switching to propaganda or disinformation at an appointed time.

While NewsGuard’s analysis found that much of the disinformation about the war in Ukraine is coming 
from Russia, it did find instances of false claims with a pro-Ukrainian bent. They included claims about a 
hotshot fighter ace known as the Ghost of Kyiv that officials later admitted was a myth.

YouTube, TikTok and Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, all pledged to remove RT and Sputnik 
from their platforms within the European Union. But researchers have found that in some cases all Russia 
had to do to evade the ban was to post it from a different account.

The Disinformation Situation Center, a Europe-based coalition of disinformation researchers, found that 
some RT video content was showing up on social media under a new brand name and logo. In the case 
of some video footage, the RT brand was simply removed from the video and reposted on a new YouTube 
channel not covered by the EU’s ban.

More aggressive content moderation of social media could make it harder for Russia to circumvent the 
ban, according to Felix Kartte, a senior adviser at Reset, a U.K.-based nonprofit that has funded the Dis-
information Situation Center’s work and is critical of social media’s role in democratic discourse.

“Rather than putting effective content moderation systems in place, they are playing whack-a-mole with 
the Kremlin’s disinformation apparatus,” Kartte said.

YouTube’s parent company did not immediately respond to questions seeking comment about the ban.
In the EU, officials are trying to shore up their defenses. This spring the EU approved legislation that would 

require tech companies to do more to root out disinformation. Companies that fail could face big fines.
European Commission Vice President Vera Jourova last month called disinformation “a growing problem 

in the EU, and we really have to take stronger measures.”
The proliferation of sites spreading disinformation about the war in Ukraine shows that Russia had a 

plan in case governments or tech companies tried to restrict RT and Sputnik. That means Western lead-
ers and tech companies will have to do more than shutter one or two websites if they hope to stop the 
flow of Kremlin disinformation.

“The Russians are a lot smarter,” said NewsGuard’s other co-CEO, Steven Brill.

Learning from failures: How Biden scored win on climate plan
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By CHRIS MEGERIAN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Over the last year, Joe Biden has been throwing pieces of his domestic agenda 

overboard in an effort to keep his presidency afloat. Free community college, child care funding, expanded 
preschool — all left behind.

But there was one critical piece that emerged largely intact, albeit not unscathed. The legislation approved 
by the Senate over the weekend includes nearly $400 billion for clean energy initiatives, the country’s 
largest-ever investment in fighting global warming.

The measure, which includes other provisions on taxes and prescription drugs, is expected to be passed 
by the House on Friday before going to Biden’s desk for his signature. In a statement to The Associated 
Press, Biden said the legislation will help fulfill his campaign promise to “build a clean energy future and 
create jobs for American workers building that future.”

“Our children and grandchildren will remember this for many years to come: this bill changes their lives 
and secures their future more than almost anything Washington has done for decades,” he said.

For the White House, the final result is proof of an approach — more focused on incentives than regu-
lations or penalties — that was born from the failure to advance climate policy more than a decade ago, 
when Biden served as vice president.

After President Barack Obama took office in 2009, Democrats began pushing legislation that would cre-
ate a cap-and-trade program to limit greenhouse gas emissions.

The proposal would have limited emissions and forced industries to buy permits to release emissions, 
creating a financial incentive to operate more cleanly.

But with the economy still struggling to recover from the recession and Republicans in opposition, the 
legislation stalled in 2010. Joe Manchin, the West Virginia Democrat who was running for Senate at the 
time, released a campaign advertisement in which he fired a rifle at a copy of the bill.

Christy Goldfuss, the senior vice president for energy and environment policy at the Center for American 
Progress, was working on Capitol Hill at the time. She said the failure was “absolutely devastating to the 
climate community, and really led to deep reflection and introspection.”

Another setback came in 2018, when voters in Washington state rejected a carbon tax. If the idea couldn’t 
even get traction in such a liberal corner of the country, Goldfuss said, what chance did it have nationally?

Feldman said Biden’s experience as vice president informed his thinking about climate policy when he 
started running for the White House in 2019.

“He had seen President Obama work very hard to get cap and trade over the finish line,” she said. “He 
knew that we had to try something different.”

Ali Zaidi, the White House deputy national climate adviser, said Biden was helped by the fact that clean 
energy had become more affordable and recognizable in recent years.

“This is a set of technologies and a set of solutions for which time has come,” he said. “He was able to 
speak to an American people who knew tangibly what this meant, and the economics lined up to propel 
action.”

Climate policy was rolled into Biden’s largest domestic agenda, which included expanded educational and 
safety net programs. However, the whole thing ground to a halt when negotiations between the White 
House and Manchin stalled in December,

Manchin began talking again with Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., this year, starting with 
a dinner at an Italian restaurant on Capitol Hill.

Schumer acknowledged in an interview with The Associated Press that “climate was hard” to figure out 
in the negotiations. Manchin is a longtime supporter of coal and oil and Schumer said that “I knew that 
he would add some tough stuff in.”

Manchin successfully sought more government auctions for oil drilling on federal lands and waters. He 
also secured a commitment to help with a natural gas pipeline in his state.

Schumer said he had a “north star” during negotiations, which meant substantial reductions in green-
house gas emissions.

“As long as we were reducing the amount of carbon that goes into the atmosphere by 40% — Biden’s 
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bill was 45 — we could swallow some bad stuff,” he explained.

Schumer said, “And I talked to some of my caucus members and they said, ‘Go for it, We’ll have your 
back if you have to swallow bad stuff to get a good bill.’”

The final package of climate proposals has been trimmed from the original $555 billion plan, but it’s still 
brimming with financial incentives for clean energy.

Manufacturing solar panels and wind turbines would earn companies tax credits. More money would 
help Americans buy electric vehicles or make their homes energy efficient.

“The bill gives people the tools to be part of the climate solution, and have that make sense for their 
pocketbook,” Feldman said.

There are still some sticks to go along with the carrots.
A crucial element of the bill would charge oil and gas companies fees for excess methane emissions at 

drilling sites. Methane, the main component of natural gas, is a key contributor to global warming and 
packs a stronger short-term climate punch than even carbon dioxide.

The methane fee was top priority of Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., a close Biden ally.
“If we want to make real progress on climate change in a short time, a great place to start is methane,” 

Carper said in an interview.
But in a sign of the crucial role played by Manchin, the final version of the bill includes a grant program 

that rewards energy companies that take steps to lower methane emissions at drilling sites.
Carper called the provision a compromise, noting that he and his staff worked with Manchin to address 

a series of “concerns raised by Joe on behalf of the oil and gas industry.”
Regardless of the compromises, environmentalists were thrilled by the outcome after girding themselves 

for another setback.
“This is a legacy-defining win for this administration and a signature achievement for the entire climate 

community who contributed to it,” said Nathaniel Keohane, president of the Center for Climate and Energy 
Solutions. “After years of inaction in Congress we are now making remarkable and historic progress.”

Ilhan Omar faces centrist rival; open House seat in Vermont
By WILL WEISSERT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rep. Ilhan Omar, one of the biggest stars of the left, is facing a challenge from 

the center in her congressional primary in Minnesota on Tuesday, while Vermont Democrats will choose 
a nominee for an open U.S. House seat who will likely make history as the first woman representing the 
state in Congress.

Another key race is unfolding in western Wisconsin, where Democratic Rep. Ron Kind ‘s retirement af-
ter 26 years in office opens up a House seat in a district that has been trending Republican. Among the 
candidates running in the Republican primary to replace Kind is a former Navy SEAL who attended the 
“Stop the Steal” rally in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021, which preceded the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

Minnesota is also holding a special election to fill the remaining months of Republican Rep. Jim Hagedorn 
‘s term after his death earlier this year from cancer. And voters will be picking nominees for a full term 
representing the largely rural, Republican-leaning district.

Some of the top elections:
OMAR FACES PRO-POLICE CHALLENGER
A supporter of the “defund the police” movement, Omar is facing a Democratic primary challenge in 

Minnesota’s 5th Congressional District from a former Minneapolis City Council member who has made 
rising crime an issue in the race.

Don Samuels’ north Minneapolis base suffers from more violent crime than other parts of the city, and 
the moderate Democrat helped defeat a ballot question that sought to replace the city police department 
with a new public safety unit.

Omar has defended calls to redirect public safety funding more into community-based programs.
Samuels and others also successfully sued the city to force it to meet minimum police staffing levels 

called for in Minneapolis’ charter. Samuels says Omar, one of the leading voices in the national progres-
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sive movement, is divisive. He’s attracted big bucks to his campaign, though Omar as the incumbent has 
a significant cash advantage.

Omar, who crushed a similar primary challenge two years ago from a well-funded but lesser-known op-
ponent than Samuels, has said she expects to win easily.

Two other members of the progressive Squad in Congress — Rep. Rashida Tlaib of Michigan and Rep. 
Cori Bush of Missouri — won their Democratic primaries last week.

SPECIAL ELECTION AND PRIMARY ELECTION IN MINNESOTA
Voters in the 1st Congressional District in southern Minnesota will be weighing in on two races related 

to the seat.
In the special election, voters will choose between Republican Brad Finstad, who served in the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture during the Trump administration, and Democrat Jeff Ettinger, a former chief 
executive at Hormel Foods. Both won a May 24 special primary election for Hagedorn’s seat, and Tuesday’s 
winner will serve until January.

Finstad and Ettinger are also running in their parties’ primaries for a full term in the district, which in-
cludes Rochester and Mankato. Ettinger faces mostly token opposition, but Finstad is expecting a strong 
challenge from state Rep. Jeremy Munson, whom he just narrowly defeated in the special election primary.

Munson has the support of Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan. He has said he doesn’t think 
President Joe Biden’s victory was legitimate, despite federal and state election officials, courts and Trump’s 
own attorney general saying there was no credible evidence the election was tainted.

WISCONSIN: REPLACING RON KIND
Republicans see a pickup opportunity in Wisconsin’s 3rd Congressional District, the seat being vacated 

by Democratic incumbent Kind.
The district covers a swath of counties along Wisconsin’s western border with Minnesota and includes 

La Cross and Eau Claire. Republican Derrick Van Orden is running unopposed in his primary Tuesday and 
has Trump’s endorsement.

Van Orden narrowly lost to Kind in the 2020 general election. He attended Trump’s “Stop the Steal” 
rally near the White House but has said he never stepped foot on the grounds of the Capitol during the 
insurrection.

Four Democrats are competing to succeed Kind, including state Sen. Brad Pfaff, who previously worked 
for the retiring lawmaker and briefly served as state agriculture secretary. Pfaff has Kind’s endorsement.

The others are small-business owner Rebecca Cooke, retired CIA officer Deb McGrath and La Crosse 
City Council member Mark Neumann.

RARE VERMONT OPEN SENATE SEAT SPARKS HEATED HOUSE PRIMARY
The retirement of Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy, the Senate’s longest-serving member, has opened the 

door for Vermont to elect its first-ever female member of the state’s congressional delegation.
Rep. Peter Welch, who currently holds Vermont’s lone House seat, is running to replace Leahy. The race 

to succeed Welch has largely centered around two Democratic women.
Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, a centrist who is a former staffer for Welch and has been backed by Leahy and former 

Vermont Gov. Howard Dean, is squaring off against Becca Balint, the president pro tempore of the state 
Senate. Balint has endorsements from progressive leaders, including Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, Mas-
sachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren and Rep. Pramila Jayapal, chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus.

The winner immediately becomes the favorite in November’s general election — and could shape whether 
Vermont’s congressional politics going forward is dominated by Leahy’s largely centrist views or the pro-
gressive values more closely aligned with Sanders.

Wisconsin primary may shape elections in key battleground
By SARA BURNETT and SCOTT BAUER Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Voters will choose a Republican nominee for Wisconsin governor on Tuesday who 

could reshape how elections are conducted in the marquee battleground, where former President Donald 
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Trump is still pressing to overturn his 2020 loss and backing candidates he sees as allies.

Trump has endorsed businessman Tim Michels, a self-described outsider who has put $12 million into his 
own campaign, against former Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch, who has support from former Vice President 
Mike Pence and ex-Gov. Scott Walker. Both candidates falsely claim the 2020 election was rigged, though 
Kleefisch has said decertifying the results is “not constitutional,” while Michels said “everything will be on 
the table.”

The race to face Democratic Gov. Tony Evers is another proxy war between Trump and Pence, one-time 
partners now pursuing different futures for the Republican Party. They also backed opposing GOP rivals 
in primaries in Arizona and Georgia — swing states that like Wisconsin are expected to be critical in the 
2024 presidential race, when both men could be on the ballot.

The primary comes a day after FBI agents searched Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate as part of an investiga-
tion into whether he took classified records from the White House to his Florida residence, two people 
familiar with the matter told The Associated Press.

In the state’s Senate race, Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes is the likely Democratic nominee to face Republican 
Sen. Ron Johnson, one of Trump’s most vocal supporters, after Barnes’ top rivals dropped out of the race 
late last month. The matchup is among the last to be set before the November general election, when 
control of the currently 50-50 split Senate is up for grabs, and Democrats see Wisconsin as one of their 
best opportunities to flip a seat.

Trump also has backed a little-known challenger to the state’s most powerful Republican, state Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos, who has rejected the former president’s pressure to decertify the 2020 results.

Tuesday’s outcomes have far-reaching consequences beyond Wisconsin, a state that is almost evenly split 
between Republicans and Democrats and where 2022 will be seen as a bellwether for the 2024 presidential 
race. The person elected governor this fall will be in office for the presidential election and will be able to 
sign or veto changes to election laws passed by the Republican-controlled Legislature. The next governor 
and U.S. senator also may sway decisions on issues from abortion to education and taxes.

“We’re a 50-50 state and so every race in Wisconsin, just by definition, is going to be decided by a few 
percentage points one way or another,” said former Gov. Jim Doyle, a Democrat. “And those few percent-
age points in Wisconsin may well determine what the course of the nation is in the coming years.”

Elsewhere on Tuesday, Minnesota Republicans are expected to choose Dr. Scott Jensen, a COVID-19 
vaccine skeptic endorsed by the state GOP, to face Gov. Tim Walz. Vermont — the only state to never 
have a woman in its congressional delegation — is likely to nominate a woman for the state’s lone House 
seat. The winner will replace Rep. Peter Welch, who is vying for the seat held for over four decades by 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, who is retiring. And in Connecticut, Republicans will pick opponents to face two-term 
Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal.

But the most-watched races will be in Wisconsin, where Trump has kept up his pressure campaign to 
cancel President Joe Biden’s 2020 victory. Biden won by nearly 21,000 votes, four years after Trump also 
narrowly won the state by roughly the same margin. The 2020 outcome has been upheld in two partial 
recounts, a nonpartisan audit, a review by a conservative law firm and multiple lawsuits.

Both Michels and Kleefisch have said overturning the 2020 election results is not a priority. But they have 
said they would dismantle the bipartisan commission that runs Wisconsin elections and would support 
prohibitions on voters having someone else turn in their absentee ballots, as well as ballot drop boxes 
located anywhere other than staffed clerk offices.

Evers has made voting and elections a focus of his own campaign, telling voters he’s the only candidate 
who will defend democracy and “we are that close to not having our vote count in the state of Wisconsin.”

Kleefisch is a former TV reporter who served with Walker for two terms, including when he effectively 
ended collective bargaining for most public employees in the state in 2011, drawing huge protests and a 
failed recall attempt. She says she is the best prepared to win statewide in November and to enact con-
servative priorities, including investing more in police, expanding school choice programs and implementing 
a flat income tax.
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During a campaign stop with Kleefisch last week, Pence said no other gubernatorial candidate in the 

U.S. is “more capable, more experienced, or a more proven conservative.”
Michels is co-owner of Wisconsin’s largest construction company and has touted his work to build his 

family’s business. He lost the 2004 Senate race to Democratic Sen. Russ Feingold, and has been a major 
donor to GOP politicians.

At a rally on Friday, Trump praised Michels as an “incredible success story.” He criticized Kleefisch as 
part of the “failed establishment” and also took aim at Vos. He told supporters that Michels will win the 
primary “easily” and that he’s the better choice to defeat Evers.

Michels pledged that “we are going to have election integrity here in Wisconsin.” He also said he will bring 
“law and order” back to Wisconsin, criticized Evers’ handling of schools and blamed Biden for rising prices.

GOP state Rep. Tim Ramthun is also making a long-shot bid for governor, and has made rescinding 
Wisconsin’s 10 electoral votes for Biden the centerpiece of his campaign.

In the Senate race, Barnes is the overwhelming favorite after rivals including Milwaukee Bucks execu-
tive Alex Lasry quit the race. A Milwaukee native and former state legislator who would be Wisconsin’s 
first Black senator, Barnes says he wants to help rebuild the middle class and protect abortion rights. A 
state ban on abortion took effect after the U.S. Supreme Court in June overturned the 1973 ruling that 
legalized abortion nationwide.

The race against Johnson is one of a few Senate toss-ups and already has been a fight between Barnes 
and Johnson, a millionaire and former owner of a plastics company who was first elected as part of the 
tea party movement in 2010.

Barnes has attacked Johnson for supporting a tax bill that benefitted wealthy donors and his own com-
pany, touting “wild conspiracy theories” about COVID-19 vaccines and for trying to deliver ballots from 
fake GOP electors to Pence on the day of the Capitol insurrection.

Johnson and Republicans have criticized Barnes as too liberal for Wisconsin, noting his endorsements 
from progressive Sens. Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts. They have 
resurfaced moments from Barnes’ past, including a photo of him holding a T-shirt that reads “Abolish ICE,” 
or U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

Trump and Pence have split on gubernatorial candidates with mixed results. In Georgia, Gov. Brian Kemp 
— he also rejected Trump’s pressure to overturn his 2020 loss — had Pence’s support as he defeated a 
Trump-endorsed challenger, former U.S. Sen. David Perdue. But Kari Lake won the Arizona primary last 
week with Trump’s backing, defeating a Pence-backed candidate after saying she would not have certified 
Biden’s victory there.

The candidate Trump endorsed to take on Vos, Adam Steen, has said he would decertify Biden’s victory.

Olivia Newton-John, who played Sandy in ‘Grease,’ dies at 73
By HILLEL ITALIE AP National Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Olivia Newton-John, the Grammy-winning superstar who reigned on pop, country, 

adult contemporary and dance charts with such hits as “Physical” and “You’re the One That I Want” and 
won countless hearts as everyone’s favorite Sandy in the blockbuster film version of “Grease,” has died. 
She was 73.

Newton-John, a longtime resident of Australia whose sales topped 100 million records, died Monday at 
her Southern California ranch, John Easterling, her husband, wrote on Instagram and Facebook.

“Olivia has been a symbol of triumphs and hope for over 30 years sharing her journey with breast can-
cer,” he wrote. “We ask that everyone please respect the family’s privacy during this very difficult time.”

From 1973-83, Newton-John was among the world’s most popular entertainers. She had 14 top 10 
singles just in the U.S., won four Grammys, starred with John Travolta in “Grease” and with Gene Kelly 
in “Xanadu.” The fast-stepping Travolta-Newton-John duet, “You’re the One That I Want,” was one of the 
era’s biggest songs and has sold more than 15 million copies.

“My dearest Olivia, you made all of our lives so much better,” Travolta wrote in an online post. “Your 
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impact was incredible. I love you so much. We will see you down the road and we will all be together 
again. Yours from the moment I saw you and forever! Your Danny, your John!”

“Physical,” the bouncy, R-rated smash released in 1981, was No. 1 for 10 weeks and was named Bill-
board’s song of the year despite being banned by some radio stations. An aerobics-friendly promotional 
clip, filmed in the early years of MTV, won a Grammy for best video.

Both musically and image-wise, she reinvented herself during those years. The blonde, ever-smiling 
Newton-John initially favored mild pop-country songs such as “Please Mr. Please” and “Have You Never 
Been Mellow” and soft-breathing ballads like “I Honestly Love You,” which in 1975 won Grammys for best 
female pop vocal and record of the year. But she picked up the tempo in “Grease,” especially after Sandy 
ditched her white sweaters and blouses for waist-high, black leather pants. “Physical” even made Newton-
John blush as she told her would-be lover “There’s nothing left to talk about/Unless it’s horizontally” and 
finally called out “Let’s get animal! Animal!”

“I recorded it and then suddenly thought, ‘Goodness, maybe I’ve gone too far!’” she told Entertainment 
Weekly in 2017, recalling how the song had been suggested by manager Roger Davies. “I called Roger 
and said, ‘We’ve got to pull this song!’ He said, ‘It’s too late. It’s already gone to radio and it’s running up 
the charts.’ I was horrified!”

Fans flooded social media to mourn her death. “Farewell with love to the legend who will forever be my 
first crush,” wrote actor Daniel Dae Kim. Added Tracie Thoms: “Olivia Newton-John is an icon. We will miss 
her dearly.” Gabrielle Union said she and her sister watched “Xanadu” “more times than I could count.”

Australia’s acting Prime Minister Richard Marles described her death as feeling like the end of an era for 
a generation who grew up watching “Grease” and said, “It feels like the world is a little emptier without 
Olivia Newton-John as a part of it.”

She had a few hits after “Physical,” but her career declined and Newton-John became more likely to make 
news because of her private life. In 1992, as she was preparing a concert tour, her father died and she 
was diagnosed with breast cancer. Her marriage to actor Matt Lattanzi, with whom she had a daughter, 
actor-singer Chloe Lattanzi, broke up in 1995 and a years-long relationship with cameraman Patrick Mc-
Dermott ended mysteriously. McDermott went missing during a 2005 fishing trip in California and his fate 
remained unknown years later. Numerous reports alleged that he was living in Mexico with a new girlfriend.

“He was lost at sea, and nobody really knows what happened,” Newton-John told Australia’s “60 Minutes” 
in 2016. “It’s human to wonder. But you know, those are the things in life you have to accept and let go. 
Because whenever you go through difficult times, there’s always those concerns.”

Newton-John’s recent albums included “Stronger Than Before”; a holiday collaboration with Travolta, “This 
Christmas”; and the autobiographical “Gaia: One Woman’s Journey,” inspired by her battle with cancer 
and by the loss of her father.

Dionne Warwick, who featured Newton-John on her 2006 album “My Friends and Me,” wrote online that 
“another angelic voice has been added to the Heavenly Choir.” And Lea Salonga wrote: “Rest In Peace, 
Olivia Newton-John. Hers was one of the voices of my childhood.”

Newton-John married John Easterling, founder of the Amazon Herb Company, in 2008. She was involved 
in numerous charitable causes, serving as goodwill ambassador for the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme and as national spokeswoman for the Children’s Health Environmental Coalition. She also founded 
the Olivia Newton-John Cancer and Wellness Centre in Melbourne, Australia.

Newton-John was the daughter of German literature professor Brin Newton-John and Irene Born, whose 
father was Nobel Prize-winning physicist Max Born. The Newton-Johns moved to Australia when Olivia was 
5, but she returned to England in her teens and lived with her mother after her parents broke up. She 
had early dreams of becoming a veterinarian but was winning singing contests in high school and before 
age 20 had toured army bases and clubs and recorded her first single, “Till You Say You’ll Be Mine.” In 
1971, she covered Bob Dylan’s “If Not for You” and began a close partnership with a friend from Australia, 
John Farrar, who produced the song and later wrote “You’re the One That I Want,” “Magic” and several 
other hits for her.
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She had loved country music, especially the records of “Tennessee” Ernie Ford, since childhood, but 

her early success didn’t impress critics or some fellow musicians. A Village Voice review likened her to a 
geisha who “makes her voice smaller than it really is just to please men.” When Newton-John beat out 
Dolly Parton and Loretta Lynn for the Country Music Association’s top artist of 1973, Tammy Wynette 
helped found the Association of Country Entertainers, a club designed to exclude Newton-John and other 
crossover performers.

But Newton-John had a show business admirer who with her became one of movies’ most unforgettable 
teams. Travolta had starred in the stage version of “Grease” and for the planned film thought Newton-John 
would be the “ultimate” Sandy, the nice girl who gets tough in the final act and gets her man.

“I worried that at 29 I was too old to play a high school girl,” Newton-John, who insisted on taking a 
screen test before accepting the part, told The Telegraph in 2017. “Everything about making the film was 
fun, but if I had to pick a favorite moment, it was the transformation from what I call Sandy 1 to Sandy 
2. I got to play a different character and wear different clothes, and when I put on that tight black outfit 
to sing ‘You’re the One That I Want,’ I got a very different reaction from the guys on the set.”

She is survived by her husband; daughter Chloe Lattanzi; sister Sarah Newton-John; brother Toby 
Newton-John; and several nieces and nephews.

Father, son get life for hate crime in Ahmaud Arbery’s death
By RUSS BYNUM Associated Press
BRUNSWICK, Ga. (AP) — The white father and son who chased and killed Ahmaud Arbery in a Georgia 

neighborhood each received a second life prison sentence Monday — for committing federal hate crimes, 
months after getting their first for murder — at a hearing that brought a close to more than two years of 
criminal proceedings.

U.S. District Court Judge Lisa Godbey Wood handed down the sentences against Travis McMichael, 
36, and his father, Greg McMichael, 66, reiterating the gravity of the February 2020 killing that shattered 
their Brunswick community. William “Roddie” Bryan, 52, who recorded cellphone video of the slaying, was 
sentenced to 35 years in prison.

“A young man is dead. Ahmaud Arbery will be forever 25. And what happened, a jury found, happened 
because he’s Black,” Wood said.

The McMichaels were previously sentenced to life without parole in state court for Arbery’s murder and 
had asked the judge to divert them to a federal prison to serve their sentences, saying they were worried 
about their safety in the state prison system. Bryan had sought to serve his federal sentence first. Wood 
declined all three requests.

The sentences imposed Monday brought an end to the second trial against the men responsible for Ar-
bery’s slaying, which along with the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis and fatal shooting of Breonna 
Taylor in Kentucky fueled a wave of protests across the country against the killings of unarmed Black people.

“The Justice Department’s prosecution of this case and the court’s sentences today make clear that hate 
crimes have no place in our country, and that the Department will be unrelenting in our efforts to hold 
accountable those who perpetrate them,” U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a news release. 
“Protecting civil rights and combatting white supremacist violence was a founding purpose of the Justice 
Department, and one that we will continue to pursue with the urgency it demands.”

In February, a federal jury convicted the McMichaels and Bryan of violating Arbery’s civil rights, conclud-
ing they targeted him because of his race. All three were also found guilty of attempted kidnapping, and 
the McMichaels were convicted of using guns in the commission of a violent crime.

The McMichaels armed themselves with guns and used a pickup truck to chase Arbery after he ran past 
their home on Feb. 23, 2020. Bryan, a neighbor, joined the pursuit in his own truck and recorded cellphone 
video of Travis McMichael shooting Arbery with a shotgun. The McMichaels told police they suspected 
Arbery was a burglar, but investigators determined he was unarmed and had committed no crimes.

“I’m very thankful,” Arbery’s mother, Wanda Cooper-Jones, told reporters outside the courthouse after 
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all three sentences had been imposed. “It’s been a long fight. I’m so thankful God gave us the strength 
to continue to fight.”

The hearings marked the first time the men involved in the deadly chase expressed any remorse to 
Arbery’s family. Only Travis McMichael, who fired the fatal shots, chose to remain silent when given a 
chance to speak in court.

Greg McMichael told Arbery’s family their loss was “beyond description.”
“I’m sure my words mean very little to you, but I want to assure you I never wanted any of this to hap-

pen,” he said. “There was no malice in my heart or my son’s heart that day.”
Bryan said he was sorry.
“I never intended any harm to him, and I never would have played any role in what happened if I knew 

then what I know now,” Bryan said.
In giving Bryan a lower sentence, Wood noted he had not brought a gun to the pursuit of Arbery and 

preserved his cellphone video, which was crucial to the prosecutions.
Travis McMichael’s attorney, Amy Lee Copeland, said a lighter sentence would be more consistent with 

what similarly charged defendants have received in other cases, noting that the officer who killed Floyd 
in Minneapolis, Derek Chauvin, got 21 years in prison for violating Floyd’s civil rights, though he was not 
charged with targeting Floyd because of his race.

Greg McMichael’s attorney, A.J. Balbo, also cited the Chauvin sentence as well as his client’s age and 
health problems, which he said include a stroke and depression.

During the February hate crimes trial, prosecutors fortified their case that Arbery’s killing was motivated 
by racism by showing the jury roughly two dozen text messages and social media posts in which Travis 
McMichael and Bryan used racist slurs and made disparaging comments about Black people.

Prosecutor Christopher Perras said the trial evidence proved “what so many people felt in their hearts 
when they watched the video of Ahmaud’s tragic and unnecessary death: This would have never hap-
pened if he had been white.”

A state Superior Court judge imposed life sentences for the McMichaels and Bryan in January for Arbery’s 
murder, with both McMichaels denied any chance of parole. All three defendants have remained jailed 
in coastal Glynn County, in the custody of U.S. marshals, while awaiting sentencing after their federal 
convictions.

Because they were first charged and convicted of murder in a state court, they will be turned over to 
the Georgia Department of Corrections to serve their life terms in a state prison.

Copeland argued unsuccessfully for Travis McMichael to remain in federal custody, saying he has received 
hundreds of threats that he will be killed soon after arriving at state prison and that his photo has been 
circulated there on illegal phones.

“I am concerned your honor that my client effectively faces a back door death penalty,” she said, adding 
that “retribution and revenge” were not sentencing factors, even for a defendant who is “publicly reviled.”

Arbery’s father, Marcus Arbery Sr., said Travis McMichael had shown his son no mercy and deserved to 
“rot” in state prison.

“You killed him because he was a Black man and you hate Black people,” he said. “You deserve no mercy.”

Albuquerque killings send fear through Islamic communities
By STEFANIE DAZIO and MARIAM FAM Associated Press
Authorities on Monday identified the fourth victim in a series of killings of Muslim men in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico, as the deaths sent ripples of fear through Islamic communities nationwide.
Three of the slayings happened in the last two weeks. Now law enforcement officials are seeking help 

finding a vehicle believed to be connected to the killings in New Mexico’s largest city. The common ele-
ments were the victims’ race and religion, officials said.

Naeem Hussain was killed Friday night, and ambush shootings killed three other Muslim men over the 
past nine months. Police are trying to determine if the homicides are linked.
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The killings have spread fear beyond New Mexico, where Muslims comprise less than 1% of adults in 

the statewide population of 2.1 million, according to the Pew Research Center.
“The fact the suspect remains at large is terrifying,” Debbie Almontaser, a Muslim community leader in 

New York, wrote on Twitter. “Who is next?!”
In a phone interview, Almontaser said that a female friend who lives in Michigan and wears the hijab 

head covering shared with her over the weekend just how rattled she was. “She’s like, ‘This is so terrify-
ing. I’m so scared. I travel alone,’” Almontaser said.

Hussain, 25, was from Pakistan. His death came just days after those of Muhammad Afzaal Hussain, 27, 
and Aftab Hussein, 41, who were also from Pakistan and members of the same mosque.

The earliest case involves the November killing of Mohammad Ahmadi, 62, from Afghanistan.
Aneela Abad, general secretary at the Islamic Center of New Mexico, described a community reeling 

from the killings, its grief compounded by confusion and fear of what may follow.
“We are just completely shocked and still trying to comprehend and understand what happened, how 

and why,” she said.
Three of those killed attended the center, and the fourth was well-known in the community, Abad said.
Some people have avoided going out unless “absolutely necessary,” and some Muslim university stu-

dents have been wondering whether it is safe for them to stay in the city. The center has also beefed up 
its security, she said.

Police said the same vehicle is suspected of being used in all four homicides — a dark gray or silver 
four-door Volkswagen that appears to be a Jetta or Passat with dark tinted windows. Authorities released 
photos hoping people could help identify the car and offered a $20,000 reward for information leading to 
an arrest.

Investigators did not say where the images were taken or what led them to suspect the car was involved 
in the slayings. Police spokesperson Gilbert Gallegos said in an email Monday that the agency has received 
tips regarding the car but did not elaborate.

“We have a very, very strong link,” Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller said Sunday. “We have a vehicle of 
interest … We have got to find this vehicle.”

Gallegos said he could not comment on what kind of gun was used in the shootings, or whether police 
know how many suspects were involved in the violence.

President Joe Biden said he was “angered and saddened” by the killings and that his administration 
“stands strongly with the Muslim community.”

“These hateful attacks have no place in America,” Biden said Sunday in a tweet.
The conversation about safety has also dominated WhatsApp groups and email groups that Almontaser 

is on.
“What we’ve seen happen in New Mexico is very chilling for us as a Muslim minority community in the 

United States that has endured so much backlash and discrimination” since the 9/11 attacks, she said. 
“It’s frightening.”

Few anti-Muslim hate crimes have been recorded in Albuquerque over the last five years, according to 
FBI data cited by Brian Levin, director of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism and a professor 
of criminal justice at California State University at San Bernardino.

From 2017 through 2020, there was one anti-Muslim hate crime a year. The highest recent number was 
in 2016, when Albuquerque police recorded six out of a total of 25 hate crimes.

That largely tracks with national trends, which hit the lowest numbers in a decade in 2020, only to in-
crease by 45% in 2021 in a dozen cities and states, Levin said.

Albuquerque authorities say they cannot determine if the slayings were hate crimes until they have 
identified a suspect and a motive.

Louis Schlesinger, a forensic psychology professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York, 
said bias killings are often perpetrated by a small group of people, typically young white men. A lone 
perpetrator is rare.
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“These are basically total losers by every dimension, whether it’s social, economic, psychological, what 

have you,” he said. “They’re filled with hatred for one reason or another and target a particular group that 
they see, in their mind, to blame for all their problems in life.”

It was not clear whether the victims knew their attacker or attackers.
The most recent victim was found dead after police received a call of a shooting. Authorities declined to 

say whether the killing was carried out in a way similar to the other deaths.
Muhammad Afzaal Hussain had worked as a field organizer for a local congresswoman’s campaign.
Democratic Rep. Melanie Stansbury issued a statement praising him as “one of the kindest and hardest 

working people” she has ever known. She said the urban planner was “committed to making our public 
spaces work for every person and cleaning up legacy pollution.”

As land-use director for the city of Española — more than 85 miles (137 kilometers) north of Albuquer-
que — Hussain worked to improve conditions and inclusivity for disadvantaged minorities, according to 
the mayor’s office.

The city staff “has lost a member of our family, and we all have lost a brilliant public servant,” Española 
Mayor John Ramon Vigil said in a news release.

How Schumer’s messy style delivers for Dems: ‘I persist’
By LISA MASCARO AP Congressional Correspondent
WASHINGTON (AP) — Shoes off, an almost-empty container of leftovers, an unfinished glass of wine 

-- this was the exhausted portrait of one of the most powerful Democrats in Washington after Senate 
passage of President Joe Biden’s sweeping health, climate and economic package.

New York’s Chuck Schumer effectively moved from minority to majority leader of the U.S. Senate on the 
morning of the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol insurrection, and he has helmed the chamber through a tumultuous, 
messy and yet surprisingly productive run with the longest evenly split 50-50 Senate in the nation’s history.

Methodical he is not, as the crumbs scattered on the senatorial carpet in his office off the Senate floor 
attest.

But with a willingness to broker politically unpleasant compromises and a New Yorker’s drive to keep 
pestering his colleagues, Schumer is using his party’s fragile control of the Senate for substantive, sizable 
accomplishments unseen in recent years.

“Persistence. I persist,” Schumer said in an interview late Sunday evening after the round-the-clock ses-
sion and Senate passage of Biden’s bill.

The $740 billion package, less than once envisioned but still huge, would be a big legislative win for any 
president and his party. For Biden and the Democrats, it builds on long-running aspirations of lowering 
health care costs, taxing big corporations that skip paying their share and launching the nation’s largest 
investment, some $375 billion, to fight climate change. With revenue raised from corporate taxes and al-
lowing the federal government to negotiate some prescription drug costs with pharmaceutical companies, 
the remaining $300 billion goes to deficit reduction.

Not everyone is cheering Schumer.
Republicans deride the Democrats’ effort as “yet another reckless taxing-and-spending spree,” as Sen-

ate GOP leader Mitch McConnell put it. Over the weekend, he argued that the Democrats have mistaken 
their slim control, with Vice President Kamala Harris able to cast a tie-breaking vote, as a mandate for 
far-reaching policy goals.

And the 755-page bill comes on top of a string of similarly pared-back initiatives, deep disappointments 
for the party’s liberal wing. But some have been backed by Republicans with rare bipartisan accord, adding 
up to a Congress with unexpected gains.

The toughest gun violence measure in a generation, a bipartisan effort to tighten who can own guns, is 
now law. This week Biden is about to sign into law a $280 billion bipartisan bill to boost the semiconductor 
industry as well as a nearly $300 billion measure to help veterans exposed to toxic burn pits.

By themselves, Democrats muscled through a $1 trillion COVID-aid package that McConnell calls a buf-
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fet of “all-you-can-eat liberal spending.” But McConnell and Republicans joined Schumer in passing the $1 
trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill for the nation’s roads, broadband and other needs.

In addition to legislation, over the past 18 months under Schumer’s leadership the Senate held the na-
tion’s fourth-ever presidential impeachment trial, eventually acquitting Donald Trump on charges he incited 
the Capitol insurrection; ratified the accession of Finland and Sweden to join NATO, and confirmed the 
first Black woman, Ketanji Brown Jackson, as a justice to the U.S. Supreme Court.

“This is the longest there’s ever been an evenly divided Senate, and it is a real tribute to leader Schumer 
that he has managed to corral all 50 Democrats behind a legislative agenda,” said Sen. Chris Coons, the 
Delaware Democrat.

“Remember, any one of those would have been the biggest bill passed in the Congress. Oh, didn’t we 
do a huge bipartisan infrastructure bill last year? That was the biggest in a generation? And before that 
the American Rescue Plan? Yes, we did.”

Unlike previous highly productive sessions of Congress, Schumer does not enjoy the big majorities 
typically required to get work done. The filibuster tradition, with its 60-vote threshold to advance most 
measures, is a powerful tool wielded by McConnell and Republicans (and Democrats, when they are the 
minority party) that can block almost any initiative.

With zero room for error, Schumer has relied on a vital skill — talking
When he first became Democratic leader, in the minority then, he famously expanded his leadership 

team to include almost half the caucus, ensuring all segments — from Bernie Sanders on the left to Joe 
Manchin more to the right — had a seat at the table. His flip-phone has become such an integral part of 
his communication strategy that Schumer now holds it up as a prop, a reminder of how he works.

And then there are the dinners.
After Manchin abruptly walked away from talks with Biden over the party’s original Build Back Better 

proposal, Schumer invited the West Virginia senator out to dinner.
“I said look, Joe, we have to get something done here,” Schumer recalled.
Over spaghetti and meatballs the day after Valentine’s Day at an Italian restaurant on Capitol Hill, 

Schumer got down to business.
“And I said, Look, you have a lot of clout here. You proved you’re willing to stop the whole thing. But I 

got to get 49 senators to vote on this. This can’t just be what you want,” Schumer told the former governor 
he had recruited to run for the Senate a decade ago. “There’s got to be a compromise.”

That willingness by Schumer to take the political bad with the good — in Manchin’s case, the coal-state 
senator’s insistence on policies for the oil and gas industry that liberals deplore — infuriates liberals and 
somewhat threatens Schumer’s hold on power.

Sanders lambasted the final package as insufficient, even as he voted for it, and Sanders’ fellow pro-
gressive Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, has been eyed as a powerful New York Democrat who could one 
day challenge Schumer in a primary election. There are several senators who could imagine themselves 
as the majority leader some day.

Schumer’s view: “My job is to get things done.”
“It’s very easy to be a Mitch McConnell,” he said about the Republican who prided himself on sending 

to the “graveyard” bills from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s Democrats when he was majority leader.
“It’s easy to stop things, particularly in a Senate that’s designed to stop things. It’s hard to get things 

done.”
Schumer has always wanted to be the leader of the Senate since his election more than 20 years ago. 

But even he was somewhat surprised when two Georgia Democrats, Rafael Warnock and Jon Ossoff, won 
their Jan. 5, 2021, special elections, tipping the majority.

At 4 a.m. on the morning of Jan. 6, Schumer got word of the final election night tallies. He was deliver-
ing a Senate speech as the presumptive leader just hours later when a Capitol police officer grabbed him 
by the shirt collar and pulled him from the floor.

Ushered to a secure location as the mob of rioters loyal to Trump stormed the Capitol, he and the other 
congressional leaders agreed to return to session that night, determined to finish certifying the presidential 
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election and move on to the the work of the new Congress.

US pledges $1 billion more rockets, other arms for Ukraine
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER and LOLITA C. BALDOR Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden administration said Monday it was shipping its biggest yet direct de-

livery of weapons to Ukraine as that country prepares for a potentially decisive counteroffensive in the 
south against Russia, sending $1 billion in rockets, ammunition and other material to Ukraine from Defense 
Department stockpiles.

The new U.S. arms shipment would further strengthen Ukraine as it mounts the counteroffensive, which 
analysts say for the first time could allow Kyiv to shape the course of the rest of the war, now at the half-
year mark.

Kyiv aims to push Russian troops back out of Kherson and other southern territory near the Dnipro 
River. Russia in recent days was moving troops and equipment in the direction of the southern port cities 
to stave off the Ukrainian counteroffensive.

“At every stage of this conflict, we have been focused on getting the Ukrainians what they need, de-
pending on the evolving conditions on the battlefield,” Colin Kahl, undersecretary of defense for policy, 
said Monday in announcing the new weapons shipment.

The new U.S. aid includes additional rockets for the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, 
as well as thousands of artillery rounds, mortar systems, Javelins and other ammunition and equipment. 
Military commanders and other U.S. officials say the HIMARS and artillery systems have been crucial in 
Ukraine’s fight to block Russia from taking more ground.

While the U.S. has already provided 16 HIMARS to Ukraine, Kahl said the new package does not include 
additional ones.

“These are not systems that we assess you need in the hundreds to have the type of effects” needed, 
Kahl said. “These are precision-guided systems for very particular types of targets and the Ukrainians are 
using them as such.”

He declined to say how many of the precision-guided missile systems for the HIMARS were included in 
Monday’s announcement, but said the U.S. has provided “multiple hundreds” of them in recent weeks.

The latest announcement brings the total U.S. security assistance committed to Ukraine by the Biden 
administration to more than $9 billion.

In his nightly video address, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked the United States for the 
package, and said “100% of it we will use to protect freedom, our common freedom.”

Until now, the largest single security assistance package announcement was for $1 billion on June 15. 
But that aid included $350 million in presidential drawdown authority, and another $650 million under the 
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative, which provides funding for training, equipment and other security 
needs that can be bought from other countries or companies.

Monday’s package allows the U.S. to deliver weapons systems and other equipment more quickly since 
it takes them off the Defense Department shelves.

In addition to the rockets for the HIMARS, it includes 75,000 rounds of 155mm artillery, 20 mortar sys-
tems and 20,000 rounds for them, 1,000 shoulder-mounted Javelin rockets, and other arms, explosives 
and medical equipment.

For the last four months of the war, Russia has concentrated on capturing the Donbas region of eastern 
Ukraine, where pro-Moscow separatists have controlled some territory as self-proclaimed republics for 
eight years. Russian forces have made gradual headway in the region while launching missile and rocket 
attacks to curtail the movements of Ukrainian fighters elsewhere.

Kahl estimated that Russian forces have sustained up to 80,000 deaths and injuries in the fighting, though 
he did not break down the figure with an estimate of forces killed.

He said the Russian troops have managed to gain “incremental” ground in eastern Ukraine, although 
not in recent weeks. “But that has come at extraordinary cost to the Russian military because of how well 
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the Ukrainian military has performed and all the assistance that the Ukrainian military has gotten. And I 
think now, conditions in the east have essentially stabilized and the focus is really shifting to the south.”

The new funding is being paid for through $40 billion in economic and security aid for Ukraine approved 
by Congress in May.

This is the 18th time the Pentagon has provided equipment from Defense Department stocks to Ukraine 
since August 2021.

The U.S. and allies still are evaluating whether to supply aircraft to Ukraine, Kahl said. It’s “not inconceiv-
able that western aircraft down the road could be part of the mix,” he said.

Zelenskyy early in the war made near-daily appeals for warplanes, calling them essential to protecting 
Ukraine’s skies. The U.S. and some other NATO countries feared that could draw them into more direct 
involvement with Ukraine’s war against Russia, and have not provided Western aircraft.

Separately Monday, the Treasury Department said it was sending $3 billion more in direct economic 
assistance to Ukraine. That’s part of a previously approved $7.5 billion in economic assistance, with $1.5 
billion yet to be disbursed.

In dry California, salty water creeps into key waterways
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE Associated Press
RIO VISTA, Calif. (AP) — Charlie Hamilton hasn’t irrigated his vineyards with water from the Sacramento 

River since early May, even though it flows just yards from his crop.
Nearby to the south, the industrial Bay Area city of Antioch has supplied its people with water from the 

San Joaquin River for just 32 days this year, compared to roughly 128 days by this time in a wet year.
They may be close by, but these two rivers, central arms of California’s water system, have become too 

salty to use in some places as the state’s punishing drought drags on.
In dry winters like the one California just had, less fresh water flows down from the mountains into the 

Sacramento River, the state’s largest. That allows saltier water from Pacific Ocean tides to push farther 
into the state’s main water hub, known as the Delta. It helps supply water to two-thirds of the state’s 39 
million people and to farms that grow fruits and vegetables for the whole nation, playing a key but some-
times underappreciated role in the state’s economy.

A drought that scientists say is part of the U.S. West’s driest period in 1,200 years plus sea level rise are 
exposing the fragility of that system, forcing state water managers, cities, and farmers to look for new 
ways to stabilize their supply of fresh water. The Delta’s challenges offer a harbinger of the risks to come 
for critical water supplies elsewhere in the nation amid a changing climate.

Planners and farmers are coming at the problem of saltwater intrusion with a desalination plant, an 
artificial rock barrier and groundwater pumps. Those who can’t engineer their way out of the problem are 
left with a fervent hope that things will change.

“We just try to hang on and hope the water quality gets better,” said Bobby Costa, a farmer who has 
seen his cucumber yields go down by 25% this year compared to wetter years.

The Delta is the largest estuary on the west coast of the Americas. It’s home to endangered species such 
as chinook salmon and Delta smelt that require certain water flows, temperatures and salt mixes, as well 
as hundreds of square miles of farmland and millions of people who live, work and recreate in the region.

Other estuaries such as the Chesapeake Bay and within the Everglades don’t play as critical a role in 
directly supplying water for drinking and farming. But those estuaries are also at risk of creeping salt, 
causing problems for ecosystems, groundwater supplies and other needs.

Giant pumping systems built more than a half a century ago send Delta water south to major urban 
centers like Los Angeles and huge farming operations. The farther east the salt moves, the more at risk 
that water system becomes. Brackish water that creeps into the system isn’t as salty as ocean water, but 
it’s salty enough to render it undrinkable for some crops and for people.

“The fallout of losing control of the Delta is very serious,” said Jacob McQuirk, principal engineer for the 
state’s Department of Water Resources.
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Last year, the state hauled 112,000 tons of rock and stacked it 30 feet (9 meters) deep in a key Delta 

river to stop salty water from getting too close to the pumps. It was the second time in the past decade the 
barrier was needed; the Department of Water Resources first installed it during the last drought in 2015.

It was supposed to be only temporary, but plans to remove the barrier last fall were scrapped due to 
dry conditions, though a notch was cut to allow fish to swim through. Officials still hope to take it out this 
November.

The state has asked the federal government for permission to build two more barriers further north if 
the drought worsens, arguing it will be necessary to protect water supplies. In the longer term, the state 
wants to construct a massive tunnel that would move water around the Delta entirely, which officials say 
would make it easier to capture more during times of heavy rain and guard against the risks of this salt 
water intrusion.

But advocates for the region worry it’s just another solution that will leave the farmers, fish and people 
who rely on Delta water high and dry.

While the barrier protects the pumps, it does little to help some interests within the Delta who rely on 
fresh water before it heads south.

Take Hamilton, who leases about 50 acres of vineyards to grow wine grapes along the Sacramento River. 
The land belongs to Al Medvitz, who farms alfalfa and other crops on more than five square miles of land. 
The water they draw from the river has always been tidally influenced, and they’ve learned how to pump 
from it when the tides are out and the salt content low.

But since early May, Hamilton hasn’t been able to pull out any water at all, even during low tides, be-
cause it’s too salty for his grapes. If he continued to use it, first the edges of the leaves on the vine would 
begin to burn and crinkle, then fewer grapes would be able to grow on each bunch, eventually rendering 
the crop unusable.

To avoid that, he taps groundwater from a well farther up the property and runs it through a ditch down 
to his drip irrigation lines, a process that takes longer. The owner’s alfalfa, which is used to feed cows, 
can withstand higher salt levels, so for now it can still drink up the river water.

The two men want approval from the state to build a small reservoir on the property to store fresh water 
for use in dry times. If they are forced to turn to salty water more and more, it will hurt the soil over time.

Hamilton’s goal, he said, is “to have a soil that my kids will be able to farm in.”
Others, like Costa, don’t have as many options. He farms about four square miles (10 square kilometers) 

of land in the southern reach of the Delta. He gets water from several rivers in the Delta, delivered by 
an irrigation district through a ditch on his property. This year, the water’s higher salt content is evident, 
leaving white stains on the dirt in his fields and hurting his cucumber crop.

He sells the cucumbers to a company that turns them into pickles for use at Subway and other stores. 
His yield is down about 25% this year, and more of the cucumbers he picks are crooked, making them 
harder to use for pickling.

“If you don’t repulse salinity in the Delta, then the ocean slowly creeps in and at some point you get 
water that’s unusable and people are ruined,” said John Herrick, general counsel for the South Delta Water 
Agency, which is responsible for protecting the region’s water supply.

Meanwhile in Antioch, a city of 115,000 people, officials are investing in desalination. Last year, things 
were so bad the city couldn’t pull water from the river at all.

The plant will be the state’s first inland desalination plant for brackish surface water, said John Samuel-
son, the city engineer and director of public works.

Desalination plants are often controversial; earlier this year the state rejected a proposal in Orange 
County that would draw water from the ocean. But water in the Delta isn’t as salty, so it takes less energy 
to make it fresh. Samuelson said other Bay Area cities are reaching out to Antioch to learn more about its 
effort as they consider their own options for stabilizing the water supply as climate risks grow.

“We just know that this problem is going to continue to get worse in the future,” Samuelson said. “We 
want to make sure that we are being forward thinking and solving the problem today.”
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Russia, Ukraine trade accusations over nuclear plant attacks

By SUSIE BLANN Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russia and Ukraine traded accusations Monday that each side is shelling Europe’s 

biggest nuclear power plant in southern Ukraine. Russia claimed that Ukrainian shelling caused a power 
surge and fire and forced staff to lower output from two reactors, while Ukraine has blamed Russian troops 
for storing weapons there.

Nuclear experts have warned that more shelling of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power station, which was 
captured by Russia early in the war, is fraught with danger.

The Kremlin echoed that Monday, claiming that Kyiv was attacking the plant and urging Western powers 
to force a stop to that.

“Shelling of the territory of the nuclear plant by the Ukrainian armed forces is highly dangerous,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters. “It’s fraught with catastrophic consequences for vast territories, 
for the entire Europe.”

Ukraine’s military intelligence spokesman, Andriy Yusov, countered that Russian forces have planted 
explosives at the plant to head off an expected Ukrainian counteroffensive in the region. Previously, 
Ukrainian officials have said Russia is launching attacks from the plant and using Ukrainian workers there 
as human shields.

Yusov called on Russia to “make a goodwill gesture and hand over control of the plant to an international 
commission and the IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency), if not to the Ukrainian military.”

Ukraine’s ombudsman, Dmytro Lubinets, likewise urged that the United Nations, the IAEA and the in-
ternational community send a delegation to “completely demilitarize the territory” and provide security 
guarantees to plant employees and the city where the plant is based, Enerhodar.

The IAEA is the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog. Its director-general, Rafael Grossi, told The Associated Press 
last week that the situation surrounding the Zaporizhzhia plant “is completely out of control,” and issued 
an urgent plea to Russia and Ukraine to allow experts to visit the complex to stabilize the situation and 
avoid a nuclear accident.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres voiced support for that idea Monday, saying, “any attack to a 
nuclear plant is a suicidal thing.”

One expert in nuclear materials at Imperial College London said the reactor at Zaporizhzhia is modern 
and housed inside a heavily reinforced steel-and-concrete building designed to protect against disasters.

“As such, I do not believe there would be a high probably of a breach of the containment building, even 
if it was accidently struck by an explosive shell, and even less likely the reactor itself could be damaged,” 
said Mark Wenman at the college’s Nuclear Energy Futures.

He also said the complex’s spent fuel tanks, where the shells reportedly hit, are strong and probably 
don’t contain much spent fuel.

“Although it may seem worrying, and any fighting on a nuclear site would be illegal according to inter-
national law, the likelihood of a serious nuclear release is still small,” he said.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Lt. Gen. Igor Konashenkov said the attack Sunday caused a power 
surge and smoke, triggering an emergency shutdown. Fire teams extinguished flames, and the plant’s 
personnel lowered the output of reactors No. 5 and No. 6 to 500 megawatts, he said.

And the head of the Ukrainian company operating the plant said all but one power line connecting it 
to Ukraine’s energy system had been destroyed. Petro Kotin, head of the Ukrainian state corporation 
Eherhoatom, blamed Russian shelling and said a blackout would be “very unsafe for such a nuclear facility.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy decried “the shelling and mining” of the plant and called it 
“nuclear blackmail.” He called for sanctions against Moscow’s nuclear industry.

As fighting continued on the front lines, the United States on Monday pledged another $1 billion in new 
military aid for Ukraine. It would be the biggest delivery yet of rockets, ammunition and other arms straight 
from U.S. Department of Defense stocks for Ukrainian forces.

The latest announcement brings total U.S. security assistance committed to Ukraine by the Biden ad-
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ministration to $9.1 billion since Russian troops invaded on Feb. 24.

Ukraine’s presidential office said the Russians had shelled seven Ukrainian regions over the previous 24 
hours, killing five people. Among the targets, it said, was Nikopol, just across the Dnieper River from the 
Zaporizhzhia plant. Thousands of people were without electricity there.

Russian rockets and artillery also hit across the Sumy region, killing one person, and the Ukrainian 
governor of the eastern Donetsk region said the cities of Bakhmut, Avdiivka and Lyman had emerged as 
fighting hotspots.

Ukrainian forces struck Russian-controlled areas in the south, officials there said, including the strategic 
Antonivskiy bridge in the southern city of Kherson. An artery for Russian military supplies, the bridge 
has been closed in recent weeks because of earlier shelling. Plans to reopen it on Wednesday were now 
shelved, said Kirill Stremousov, deputy head of the Moscow-appointed administration of the Kherson region.

Meanwhile, one of the ships that left Ukraine on Friday under a deal to unblock grain supplies and stave 
off a global food crisis arrived in Turkey, the first loaded vessel to reach its destination. The Turkey-flagged 
Polarnet was laden with 12,000 tons of corn.

“This sends a message of hope to every family in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia: Ukraine won’t aban-
don you,” Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba tweeted. “If Russia sticks to its obligations, the ‘grain 
corridor’ will keep maintaining global food security.”

Twelve ships have now been authorized to sail under the grain deal between Ukraine and Russia, which 
was brokered by Turkey and the United Nations — 10 outbound and two inbound. Some 322,000 metric 
tons of agricultural products have left Ukrainian ports, the bulk of it corn but also sunflower oil and soya.

Four ships that left Ukraine on Sunday were expected to anchor near Istanbul on Monday evening for 
inspection to make sure they are carrying only food.

The first cargo ship to leave Ukraine, the Sierra Leone-flagged Razoni, which left Odesa on Aug. 1, hit 
a snag with delivery, however. It was heading for Lebanon with 26,000 metric tons of corn for chicken 
feed but the corn’s buyer in Lebanon refused to accept the cargo, since it was delivered much later than 
its contract, Ukraine’s embassy in Beirut said.

Major test of first possible Lyme vaccine in 20 years begins
By LAURAN NEERGAARD and SHELBY LUM Associated Press
DUNCANSVILLE, Pa. (AP) — Researchers are seeking thousands of volunteers in the U.S. and Europe 

to test the first potential vaccine against Lyme disease in 20 years -- in hopes of better fighting the tick-
borne threat.

Lyme is a growing problem, with cases rising and warming weather helping ticks expand their habitat. 
While a vaccine for dogs has long been available, the only Lyme vaccine for humans was pulled off the 
U.S. market in 2002 from lack of demand, leaving people to rely on bug spray and tick checks.

Now Pfizer and French biotech Valneva are aiming to avoid previous pitfalls in developing a new vaccine 
to protect both adults and kids as young as 5 from the most common Lyme strains on two continents.

“There wasn’t such a recognition, I think, of the severity of Lyme disease” and how many people it af-
fects the last time around, Pfizer vaccine chief Annaliesa Anderson told The Associated Press.

Robert Terwilliger, an avid hunter and hiker, was first in line Friday when the study opened in central 
Pennsylvania. He’s seen lots of friends get Lyme and is tired of wondering if his next tick bite will make 
him sick.

“It’s always a worry, you know? Especially when you’re sitting in a tree stand hunting and you feel 
something crawling on you,” said Terwilliger, 60, of Williamsburg, Pennsylvania. “You’ve got to be very, 
very cautious.”

Exactly how often Lyme disease strikes isn’t clear. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention cites 
insurance records suggesting 476,000 people are treated for Lyme in the U.S. each year. Pfizer’s Anderson 
put Europe’s yearly infections at about 130,000.

Black-legged ticks, also called deer ticks, carry Lyme-causing bacteria. The infection initially causes fa-
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tigue, fever and joint pain. Often -- but not always -- the first sign is a red, round bull’s-eye rash.

Early antibiotic treatment is crucial, but it can be hard for people to tell if they were bitten by ticks, some 
as small as a pin. Untreated Lyme can cause severe arthritis and damage the heart and nervous system. 
Some people have lingering symptoms even after treatment.

Most vaccines against other diseases work after people are exposed to a germ. The Lyme vaccine of-
fers a different strategy — working a step earlier to block a tick bite from transmitting the infection, said 
Dr. Gary Wormser, a Lyme expert at New York Medical College who isn’t involved with the new research.

How? It targets an “outer surface protein” of the Lyme bacterium called OspA that’s present in the tick’s 
gut. It’s estimated a tick must feed on someone for about 36 hours before the bacteria spreads to its 
victim. That delay gives time for antibodies the tick ingests from a vaccinated person’s blood to attack 
the germs right at the source.

In small, early-stage studies, Pfizer and Valneva reported no safety problems and a good immune re-
sponse. The newest study will test if the vaccine, called VLA15, really protects and is safe. The compa-
nies aim to recruit at least 6,000 people in Lyme-prone areas including the Northeast U.S. plus Finland, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Poland and Sweden.

They’ll receive three shots, either the vaccine or a placebo, between now and next spring’s tick season. 
A year later, they’ll get a single booster dose.

“We’re really looking at something that’s a seasonal vaccine,” Anderson said, so people have high anti-
body levels during the months when ticks are most active.

Volunteers can be as young as 5 and should be at high risk because they spend a lot of time in tick-
infested areas, such as hikers, campers and hunters, said Dr. Alan Kivitz who heads one of the study sites 
at Altoona Center for Clinical Research in Duncansville, Pennsylvania.

In his own practice, “not a single day goes by that someone either has a concern about Lyme disease, 
could possibly have Lyme disease,” Kivitz said.

This new candidate is different from a previous Lyme vaccine that GlaxoSmithKline pulled off the market 
in 2002 amid controversy and low sales. With about 75% effectiveness, that old Lyme shot got a luke-
warm endorsement from vaccine experts, wasn’t tested in children and drew unsubstantiated reports of 
joint-related side effects.

While the new Pfizer-Valneva vaccine also targets the OspA protein, it’s engineered somewhat differently 
than its predecessor and also targets six Lyme strains in the U.S. and Europe instead of just one.

The Pfizer study will span two tick seasons to get answers — but it’s not the only research into new 
ways to prevent Lyme. University of Massachusetts scientists are working on a vaccine alternative, shots 
of pre-made Lyme-fighting antibodies.

And Yale University researchers are in early stages of designing a vaccine that recognizes a tick’s saliva 
— which in animal testing sparked a skin reaction that made it harder for ticks to hang on and feed.

Since different tick species carry many diseases other than Lyme, ultimately “we’re all hoping for a tick-
bite prevention vaccine,” Wormser said.

As Israel-Palestinian truce holds, Gaza power plant restarts
By FARES AKRAM and TIA GOLDENBERG Associated Press
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) — With a cease-fire between Israel and Palestinian militants holding after 

nearly three days of violence, Gaza’s sole power plant resumed operations Monday and Israel began re-
opening crossings into the territory.

Israel also lifted security restrictions on southern Israeli communities after the Egyptian-mediated truce 
took effect late Sunday.

War-weary people in Gaza and Israel were left to pick up the pieces after another round of violence — 
the worst since an 11-day war between Israel and the territory’s militant Hamas rulers last year.

Since Friday, Israeli aircraft had pummeled targets in Gaza, while the Iran-backed Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad militant group fired hundreds of rockets at Israel.
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Over three days of fighting, 46 Palestinians were killed, including 16 children and four women, and 311 

were wounded, the Palestinian Health Ministry said. Twelve of those killed were Islamic Jihad militants, 
one was from a smaller armed group, and two were Hamas-affiliated policemen who were not taking part 
in the fighting, according to the armed factions.

Israel estimated a total of 47 Palestinians were killed, including 14 killed by misfired Islamic Jihad rockets. 
It said that 20 fighters and seven civilians died in Israeli airstrikes and that it is still investigating six deaths.

No Israelis were killed or seriously wounded in the fighting.
The violence had threatened to spiral into another all-out war but was contained because Hamas stayed 

on the sidelines, possibly because it fears Israeli reprisals and an unraveling of economic understandings 
with Israel, including the issuing of Israeli work permits that provide a vital source of income for thousands 
of Gaza residents.

Israel and Hamas have fought four wars since the group overran the territory in 2007. The clashes have 
exacted a staggering toll on the impoverished territory’s 2.3 million Palestinian residents.

The latest violence may have bolstered the political fortunes of Israel’s caretaker prime minister, Yair La-
pid, who lacked experience leading military operations. He unleashed the offensive less than three months 
before a general election in which he is campaigning to keep the job.

“All our goals were achieved,” Lapid said Monday. “The entire senior military command of Islamic Jihad 
in Gaza was successfully targeted within three days.”

Israel began to reopen crossings into Gaza for humanitarian needs and said it would fully open them if 
calm continued. Fuel trucks were seen entering the main cargo crossing and heading for the power plant, 
which shut down Saturday after Israel closed the crossings.

That added to the misery at the height of the summer heat in the territory, which is under an Israeli-
Egyptian blockade and suffers from a chronic power crisis that leaves residents with only a few hours of 
electricity a day.

Life for hundreds of thousands of Israelis was disrupted during the violence, even as the country’s so-
phisticated Iron Dome missile defense system intercepted many of the rockets.

Israel launched its operation with a strike Friday on an Islamic Jihad commander, saying there were 
“concrete threats” of an anti-tank missile attack against Israelis in response to the arrest last week of a 
senior Islamic Jihad member in the occupied West Bank. That arrest came after months of Israeli raids in 
the West Bank following a spate of Palestinian attacks.

Israel killed another Islamic Jihad leader in a strike on Saturday.
Both sides boasted of their successes. Speaking to reporters in Tehran on Sunday, Islamic Jihad leader 

Ziad al-Nakhalah said the militant group remained strong, despite losing two commanders. “This is a vic-
tory for Islamic Jihad,” he said.

Despite that claim, the group undoubtedly sustained a blow. Beyond losing the two leaders, it reduced 
its arsenal by firing hundreds of rockets.

Israel said some of the deaths in Gaza were caused by errant militant rocket fire, including in the Jebaliya 
refugee camp, where seven Palestinians were killed Saturday. The army said the deaths of five Palestin-
ians in Jebaliya were still under investigation, apparently referring to five children killed in an explosion in 
a cemetery on Sunday.

The cease-fire deal contained a promise that Egypt would work for the release of two senior Islamic 
Jihad detainees held by Israel. The weekend fighting is also bound to complicate Islamic Jihad’s relations 
with Hamas.

In the occupied West Bank on Monday, Israeli troops demolished the homes of two Palestinians suspected 
of carrying out a deadly attack against Israelis in the city of Elad in May. The soldiers faced a violent protest 
during the operation, the military said.

Tor Wennesland, the top U.N. Mideast envoy, told an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council 
that “the cease-fire is fragile” and any resumption of hostilities will have “devastating consequences” for 
Palestinians and Israelis and make any political progress elusive.
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He condemned the Palestinian rocket fire while recognizing Israel’s security concerns. He said any use 

of force “must be proportionate,” with “all feasible steps” taken to avoid civilian casualties.
The Israeli army said militants in Gaza fired about 1,100 rockets toward Israel, with about 200 landing 

inside the Palestinian enclave. The army said its air defenses intercepted 380, including two fired toward 
Jerusalem. The military did not specify what happened to the remainder, but they most likely fell in open 
areas or broke up in flight.

Islamic Jihad has fewer fighters and supporters than Hamas, and little is known about its arsenal. Both 
groups call for Israel’s destruction, but have different priorities, with Hamas constrained by the demands 
of governing.

Over the past year, Israel and Hamas have reached tacit understandings based on trading calm for work 
permits and a slight easing of the border blockade, imposed by Israel and Egypt when Hamas overran 
the territory 15 years ago. Israel has issued 12,000 work permits to Gaza laborers and has held out the 
prospect of 2,000 more.

Misfired rockets may have killed over a dozen in Gaza battle
By TIA GOLDENBERG and JOSEPH KRAUSS Associated Press
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Close to one-third of the Palestinians who died in the latest outbreak of violence 

between Israel and Gaza militants may have been killed by errant rockets fired by the Palestinian side, 
according to an Israeli military assessment that appears consistent with independent reporting by The 
Associated Press.

The Israeli military said 47 Palestinians were killed in the weekend of fighting — at least 14 of them by 
Islamic Jihad-fired rockets that fell short.

No one in Gaza with direct knowledge of the explosions in question was willing to speak about them 
publicly. But live TV footage showed militant rockets falling short in densely packed residential neighbor-
hoods. And AP visits to the sites of two explosions that killed a total of 12 people lent support to suspicions 
they were caused by rockets that went off course.

Israel is claiming victory in the weekend clash, in part because it killed two senior Islamic Jihad com-
manders and because no Israelis were killed or seriously wounded. If it turns out that Islamic Jihad harmed 
some of those it claims to protect, it would make for an even more humiliating outcome for the militant 
group and its main sponsor, Iran.

In Gaza, the ruling Hamas militant group heavily polices dissent, and many Palestinians view armed 
groups as freedom fighters defending their homeland in the face of Israeli aggression.

Israel said it targeted only militants and made every effort to spare civilians. But at least one strike, 
which killed a senior Islamic Jihad commander in the southern city of Rafah late Saturday, also killed five 
civilians as Israel flattened one home and heavily damaged others.

The violence began Friday, when Israel launched a wave of airstrikes against Islamic Jihad because of 
what the military described as an imminent threat to Israelis living near the Gaza frontier. By the time a 
cease-fire took effect late Sunday, Islamic Jihad had fired hundreds of rockets into Israel, and Israeli aircraft 
had struck dozens of suspected militant targets.

The Israeli army said militants fired about 1,100 rockets, with about 200 landing inside the Palestinian 
enclave.

The Palestinian Health Ministry said 46 Palestinians were killed in the three days of fighting, including 16 
children and four women. It does not differentiate between civilians and militants.

Islamic Jihad said 12 of its fighters were killed, a smaller armed group said it lost a fighter, and Hamas 
said two Hamas-affiliated policemen who did not take part in the fighting were killed. Israel said it killed 
at least 20 militants and seven civilians.

Neither Hamas nor Islamic Jihad responded to Israel’s claims that civilians were killed by misfired rockets. 
Instead, they have held Israel responsible for all the deaths.

Gaza-based human rights groups investigating the strikes also declined to address the claims. But their 
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initial findings indicate that at least some of the explosions were questionable.

The Al-Mezan human rights group said some civilians were killed by “projectiles” rather than Israeli 
airstrikes. The Palestinian Center for Human Rights said it has so far confirmed that 27 people were killed 
by Israeli strikes — far below the overall toll.

PCHR director Raji Sourani said that the group has issued statements on only those incidents in which 
there was no ambiguity, and that the others will take more time to investigate because of “contradicting 
allegations.” He did not elaborate.

“We need eyewitnesses, shrapnel, videos and evidence,” he said. “There must be an investigation.”
The suspicions are focused on three explosions in which at least 15 civilians were killed.
On Saturday night, seven Palestinians were killed in a blast in the crowded Jebaliya refugee camp in 

northern Gaza. The Israeli military said it carried out no operations in the area at the time. It released 
video footage purportedly showing a barrage of militant rockets, with one falling short.

Islamic Jihad had announced a rocket attack on the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon, just north of Je-
baliya, at around the same time as the explosion.

Video footage of the aftermath circulated online, showing what appeared to be a rocket casing stick-
ing out of the ground on a narrow, busy street. When the AP visited the site on Monday, the casing was 
gone and the hole had been filled in with dirt. Palestinians are usually keen to display evidence of Israeli 
airstrikes to international media.

Al-Mezan attributed the blast to a “projectile,” and the PCHR said it was still investigating.
On Sunday night, an explosion killed five Palestinians ages 4 to 17 at a cemetery in Jebaliya, also around 

the same time Islamic Jihad announced a barrage of rockets. The Israeli military said it was investigating.
Visiting both sites in Jebaliya, the AP saw none of the telltale signs of an Israeli strike — the wide craters 

left by F-16s or the narrow holes caused by drone strikes.
In a third suspicious explosion, one of the Hamas-affiliated policemen, who was off-duty, was killed 

Sunday along with three of his young children in the Bureij refugee camp in central Gaza. Hamas, a far 
more powerful militant group that has fought four wars with Israel, stayed out of the latest fighting, and 
Israel appears to have been careful not to target it.

Al-Mezan and the PCHR said they are still investigating that episode.

Do spiders sleep? Study suggests they may snooze like humans
By MADDIE BURAKOFF AP Science Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — It’s a question that keeps some scientists awake at night: Do spiders sleep?
Daniela Roessler and her colleagues trained cameras on baby jumping spiders at night to find out. The 

footage showed patterns that looked a lot like sleep cycles: The spiders’ legs twitched and parts of their 
eyes flickered.

The researchers described this pattern as a “REM sleep-like state.” In humans, REM, or rapid eye move-
ment, is an active phase of sleep when parts of the brain light up with activity and is closely linked with 
dreaming.

Other animals, including some birds and mammals, have been shown to experience REM sleep. But 
creatures like the jumping spider haven’t gotten as much attention so it wasn’t known if they got the same 
kind of sleep, said Roessler, an evolutionary biologist at the University of Konstanz in Germany.

Their findings were published Monday in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
Roessler and her team dug into the sleep question after she discovered the spiders hanging at night 

from threads of silk in their lab containers. She had recently scooped up some jumping spiders to study, 
a common species with a furry brown body and four pairs of big eyes.

“It was just the most unusual thing I’ve ever seen,” Roessler said of the suspended spiders.
The research showed the spiders’ overnight movements looked a lot like REM in other species, she said 

— like dogs or cats twitching in their sleep. And they happened in regular cycles, similar to sleep patterns 
in humans.
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Many species similar to spiders actually don’t have movable eyes, which makes it hard to compare their 

sleep cycles, explained study co-author Paul Shamble, an evolutionary biologist at Harvard University.
But these jumping spiders are predators that move their retinas around to change their gaze while they 

hunt, Shamble said. Plus, the young spiders have a see-through outer layer that gives a clear window into 
their bodies.

“Sometimes as a biologist, you just get really, really lucky,” Shamble said.
The researchers still have to figure out if the spiders are technically sleeping while they’re in these rest-

ing states, Roessler said. That includes testing whether they respond more slowly — or not at all — to 
triggers that would normally set them off.

Critters like the jumping spider are very far from humans on the evolutionary tree. Jerry Siegel, a sleep 
researcher who was not involved with the study, said he’s doubtful that the spiders can really experience 
REM sleep.

“There may be animals that have activity in quiet states,” said Siegel, of the UCLA Center for Sleep 
Research. “But are they REM sleep? It’s hard to imagine that they could be the same thing.”

But Barrett Klein, an entomologist at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse who was also not involved 
with the study, said it was exciting to find REM-like signs in such a distant relative. Many questions remain 
about how widespread REM sleep is and what purpose it might serve for species, he said.

REM sleep is “still very much a black box,” Klein said.

Biden surveys flood damage in Kentucky, pledges more US help
By SEUNG MIN KIM, CHRIS MEGERIAN and BRUCE SCHREINER Associated Press
LOST CREEK, Ky. (AP) — President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden on Monday witnessed the damage 

from deadly and devastating storms that have resulted in the worst flooding in Kentucky’s history, as they 
visited the state to meet with families and first responders.

At least 37 people have died since last month’s deluge, which dropped 8 to 10-1/2 inches of rain in only 
48 hours. Gov. Andy Beshear told Biden that authorities expect to add at least one other death to the 
total. The National Weather Service said Sunday that flooding remains a threat, warning of more thun-
derstorms through Thursday.

The president said the nation has an obligation to help all its people, declaring the federal government 
would provide support until residents were back on their feet. Behind him as he spoke was a single-story 
house that the storm had dislodged and then left littered on the ground, tilted sideways.

“We have the capacity to do this — it’s not like it’s beyond our control,” Biden said. “We’re staying until 
everybody’s back to where they were.”

In the summer heat and humidity, Biden’s button-down shirt was covered in sweat. Pacing with a micro-
phone in his hand, he eschewed formal remarks as he pledged to return once the community was rebuilt.

“The bad news for you is I’m coming back, because I want to see it,” the president said.
The Bidens were greeted warmly by Beshear and his wife, Britainy, when they arrived in eastern Ken-

tucky. They immediately drove to see devastation from the storms in Breathitt County, stopping at the 
site of where a school bus, carried by floodwaters, was crashed into a partially collapsed building.

Beshear said the flooding was “unlike anything we’ve ever seen” in the state and credited Biden with 
swiftly approving federal assistance.

He praised responders who “have moved heaven and earth to get where we are, what, about nine days 
from when this hit,” he said.

Attending a briefing on the flooding’s impact with first responders and recovery specialists at Marie 
Roberts Elementary School in Lost Creek, Biden told a delegation of Kentucky leaders that he would do 
whatever was necessary to help.

“I promise you, if it’s legal, we’ll do it,” he said. “And if it’s not legal, we’ll figure out how to change the 
law.”

The president emphasized that politics have no place in disaster response, noting his frequent political 
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battles with Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky. “We battle all the times on issues,” 
Biden said, but in helping Kentuckians rebuild, “we’re all one team.”

Monday’s trip is Biden’s second to the state since taking office last year. He previously visited in December 
after tornadoes whipped through Kentucky, killing 77 people and leaving a trail of destruction.

“I wish I could tell you why we keep getting hit here in Kentucky,” Beshear said recently. “I wish I could 
tell you why areas where people may not have much continue to get hit and lose everything. I can’t give 
you the why, but I know what we do in response to it. And the answer is everything we can. These are 
our people. Let’s make sure we help them out.”

Biden has expanded federal disaster assistance to Kentucky, ensuring the federal government will cover 
the full cost of debris removal and other emergency measures.

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the Federal Emergency Management Agency has 
provided more than $3.1 million in relief funds, and hundreds of rescue personnel have been deployed 
to help.

“The floods in Kentucky and extreme weather all around the country are yet another reminder of the 
intensifying and accelerating impacts of climate change and the urgent need to invest in making our com-
munities more resilient to it,” she said.

The flooding came just one month after Kentucky’s governor visited Mayfield to celebrate the completion 
of the first houses to be fully constructed since a tornado nearly wiped out the town. Three families were 
handed keys to their new homes that day, and the governor in his remarks hearkened back to a visit he 
had made in the immediate aftermath.

Now more disasters are testing the state. Beshear has been to eastern Kentucky as many times as 
weather permitted since the flooding began. He’s had daily news conferences that stretched to an hour 
in order to provide details and a full range of assistance for victims.

A Democrat, Beshear narrowly defeated a Republican incumbent in 2019, and he’s seeking a second 
term in 2023.

Polling has consistently shown him with strong approval ratings from Kentuckians. But several promi-
nent Republicans have entered the governor’s race, taking turns pounding the governor for his aggressive 
pandemic response and trying to tie him to Biden and rising inflation.

Beshear comments frequently about the toll surging inflation is taking in eating at Kentuckians’ budgets. 
He has avoided blaming the president, instead pointing to the Russian invasion of Ukraine and supply 
chain bottlenecks as contributors to rising consumer costs.

Mexico to send aquatic drone into shaft with trapped miners
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico will attempt to send an aquatic drone into a collapsed coal mine where 10 

miners have been trapped since last week.
Laura Velázquez, national Civil Defense coordinator, said Monday that images from the drone could help 

authorities decide whether to send in divers without putting them at risk.
She also said that 25 pumps were working to remove water from the flooded shafts. Water that was 

once 111 feet (34 meters) deep was now between 55 and 78 feet (17 and 26 meters) deep.
The mine in Sabinas, Coahuila about 70 miles southwest of Eagle Pass, Texas, collapsed last Wednes-

day with 15 miners inside. Five managed to escape with injuries. Authorities say the miners breached a 
neighboring space filled with water. There has been no contact with the remaining 10.

The miners’ families are desperate and some complained Sunday that President Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador gave them little information when he visited the site.

“I appreciate that he has come to take a photo with my pain, the pain of my family and the pain of 
everyone of us here,” said Lucía Rodríguez, mother of one of the miners, in a video circulated on social 
media. “I hope that his photographs serve his policy well.”

The president said that as a public servant you have to be willing “to always pay the tax of humiliation,” 
but that his conscience is clear because the rescue teams arrived to the site in two hours and have been 
working day and night to rescue the miners.
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The state and federal prosecutor’s offices have opened investigations to determine those responsible 

for the accident. Such small mines are often the result of locals who get concessions and then contract 
teams of miners. Experts say they seldom have the safety plans and equipment necessary to reduce the 
risk of accidents.

In June and July of 2021, cave-ins at two Coahuila mines claimed the lives of nine miners.
Mexico’s worst mining accident also occurred in Coahuila on Feb. 19, 2006, when an explosion ripped 

through the Pasta de Conchos mine while 73 miners were inside. Eight were rescued with injuries includ-
ing serious burns. The rest died and only two of their bodies were recovered.

López Obrador’s administration promised two years ago to recover the remaining 63 bodies, a highly 
technical endeavor that has still not begun.

Talks to revive Iran nuclear deal end, produce ‘final text’
By ISABEL DEBRE Associated Press
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Talks to revive Tehran’s tattered nuclear accord with world powers 

in Vienna ended Monday as the parties closed a final text and key negotiators prepared to consult with 
their capitals, diplomats said.

After 16 months of torturous on-and-off indirect negotiations to restore the deal, the European Union’s 
foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell suggested there was no more room for negotiation on the draft now 
on the table.

A final decision on whether the most significant nonproliferation pact in the last quarter century can be 
restored rests with the Iranian and American governments, he signaled. The 2015 nuclear deal granted 
Iran sanctions relief in exchange for tight curbs on its atomic program.

“What can be negotiated has been negotiated, and it’s now in a final text,” Borrell wrote on Twitter. 
“However, behind every technical issue and every paragraph lies a political decision that needs to be taken 
in the capitals.”

Key challenges to closing the deal remain. European officials over the weekend urged Iran to drop its 
“unrealistic demands” outside the scope of the original agreement, including over an International Atomic 
Energy Agency probe into undeclared nuclear material found in the country.

Iran’s chief negotiator, Ali Bagheri Kani, will shortly fly back to Tehran for political consultations, Iran’s 
state-run IRNA news agency said. At the top of Iran’s theocracy is Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who would have the final say on any deal.

The U.S., which abandoned the original nuclear deal four years ago under former President Donald 
Trump, described the tabled draft as “the best and only basis on which to reach a deal.”

“For our part, our position is clear: we stand ready to quickly conclude a deal on the basis of the EU’s 
proposals,” the State Department said, indicating the deal’s restoration was up to Iran.

“They (Iran) repeatedly say they are prepared for a return to mutual implementation,” the spokesperson 
added. “Let’s see if their actions match their words.”

Iran, for its part, sounded guarded, raising skepticism about the chances for a breakthrough after a 
monthslong stalemate.

“Naturally the cases require comprehensive study,” IRNA quoted an anonymous senior Iranian Foreign 
Ministry official as saying. “We will transfer our views and supplementary points.”

But Western diplomats have warned that time is running short as Iran’s nuclear program rapidly advances 
under diminishing international oversight. They also worry looming midterm elections in the U.S. could 
empower Republicans who oppose the accord.

It was unclear how long the political consultations over the draft text would last.
But, Borrell said, “if these answers are positive, then we can sign this deal.”

Kleefisch downplays Trump endorsement on final swing
By SCOTT BAUER Associated Press
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MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Republican candidate for governor Rebecca Kleefisch downplayed Donald Trump’s 

endorsement and rally for her opponent during her final campaign push across Wisconsin Monday, and 
declined to respond to the former president’s criticisms.

Kleefisch faces Trump-endorsed Tim Michels in Tuesday’s primary, with the winner advancing to face 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers. Trump derided Kleefisch as “a career politician and a political insider” during 
a rally for Michels in suburban Milwaukee on Friday night. He called her the “handpicked candidate of the 
failed establishment.”

When asked at an early morning campaign stop Monday whether she had any comment on Trump’s 
criticisms, Kleefisch responded: “No thoughts that I can share.”

The Michels campaign sent an email Monday casting the election as a fight between Trump backers and 
Republicans who oppose him.

“If we don’t get Trump supporters to the polls to vote for Tim Michels on Tuesday, the Never Trumpers 
will win like they did in 2020 when they encouraged Wisconsin conservatives to vote for anyone except 
Trump,” the email said. If Kleefisch wins, the Michels campaign said, “the media will falsely report Wis-
consinites have rejected Trump’s endorsement.”

Kleefisch, a former two-term lieutenant governor, downplayed the Trump endorsement of Michels, saying 
she didn’t know whether it would help or hurt Michels with primary voters. Michels co-owns the state’s 
largest construction company, Michels Corp.

“To me, the only endorsements that are going to matter, ultimately, are the ones that are counted tomor-
row night from the people of Wisconsin,” Kleefisch said. She is backed by former Vice President Mike Pence, 
who campaigned for her in Wisconsin last week, GOP legislative leaders and a majority of county sheriffs.

Both Kleefisch and Michels say decertifying the 2020 presidential election won by President Joe Biden 
in Wisconsin is not a priority. They both also said at a town hall last week that they would accept the re-
sults of Tuesday’s election. Longshot candidate state Rep. Tim Ramthun, who is running on the platform 
of decertifying the 2020 presidential election, is also on the ballot and said last week that he too would 
accept the results.

Michels was spending the day before the election attending a private event for cancer research, attend-
ing the Wisconsin State Fair in the afternoon, then hosting a rally with supporters in Delafield. Kleefisch 
was traveling across the state, with multiple stops before ending in Brookfield, close to where Michels will 
be, in suburban Milwaukee’s Waukesha County.

In Madison on Monday, Kleefisch touted herself as the “only proven conservative reformer” in the primary, 
while also keeping focused on Evers, a former state superintendent for schools.

“There is nobody better to take it to Tony Evers on education than a p——- off mom,” Kleefisch said.
One of Kleefisch’s backers, Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, is being challenged by Trump-backed candidate 

Adam Steen. He wants to decertify the 2020 election, while Vos opposes it because it is unconstitutional. 
Trump at his Friday rally announced that the former Wisconsin Supreme Court justice hired by Vos to 
investigate the election was backing Steen.

Michael Gableman recorded a robocall in support of Steen, saying Vos “never wanted a real investigation 
into the 2020 election in Wisconsin.” Taxpayers have spent more than $1.1 million on Gableman’s investi-
gation. He was paid $11,000 a month by taxpayers under the contract Vos signed.

“Justice Gableman knows overturning the election is both unconstitutional and impossible,” Vos said in a 
statement. “His attempts to lie to voters and gain favor with Adam Steen are sad and show how desper-
ate he is to remain relevant.”

WisPolitics.com first reported on Gableman’s robocall.
Gableman was also slated to appear at a late Monday afternoon “Vos Tossing Slingshot Contest” with 

Steen, whose campaign said a “puppet representation” of Vos would be shot across a field using a bungee 
slingshot.

Also on the ballot Tuesday, Democrats will be picking their nominee for U.S. Senate to take on Repub-
lican U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson. Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes has emerged as the clear frontrunner after his top 
opponents dropped out and endorsed him. There are also primaries for lieutenant governor, secretary of 
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state, treasurer and attorney general on the Republican side.

What to watch in Wis., 3 other states in Tuesday’s primaries
By MEG KINNARD Associated Press
The Republican matchup in the Wisconsin governor’s race on Tuesday features competing candidates 

endorsed by former President Donald Trump and his estranged vice president, Mike Pence. Democrats are 
picking a candidate to face two-term GOP Sen. Ron Johnson for control of the closely divided chamber.

Meanwhile, voters in Vermont are choosing a replacement for U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy as the chamber’s 
longest-serving member retires. In Minnesota, U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar faces a Democratic primary chal-
lenger who helped defeat a voter referendum to replace the Minneapolis Police Department with a new 
Department of Public Safety.

What to watch in Tuesday’s primary elections in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Vermont and Connecticut:
WISCONSIN
Construction company co-owner Tim Michels has Trump’s endorsement in the governor’s race and has 

been spending millions of his own money, touting both the former president’s backing and his years work-
ing to build his family’s business into Wisconsin’s largest construction company. Michels casts himself as 
an outsider, although he previously lost a campaign to oust then-U.S. Sen. Russ Feingold in 2004 and has 
long been a prominent GOP donor.

Establishment Republicans including Pence and former Gov. Scott Walker have endorsed former Lt. Gov. 
Rebecca Kleefisch, who along with Walker, survived a 2012 recall effort. She argues she has the experi-
ence and knowledge to pursue conservative priorities, including dismantling the bipartisan commission 
that runs elections.

With Senate control at stake, Democrats will also make their pick to take on Johnson. Democratic sup-
port coalesced around Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes late in the race, when his three top rivals dropped out 
and threw their support to him. He would become the state’s first Black senator if elected.

Several lesser-known candidates remain in the primary, but Johnson and Republicans have treated Barnes 
as the nominee, casting him as too liberal for Wisconsin, a state Trump won in 2016 but lost in 2020.

Four Democrats are also running in Wisconsin’s 3rd Congressional District, a seat that opened up with 
the retirement of veteran Democratic U.S. Rep. Ron Kind. The district has been trending Republican, 
and Derrick Van Orden — who narrowly lost to Kind in 2020 and has Trump’s endorsement — is running 
unopposed.

MINNESOTA
Democratic Gov. Tim Walz faces a little-known opponent as he seeks a second term. His likely challenger 

is Republican Scott Jensen, a physician and former state lawmaker who has made vaccine skepticism a 
centerpiece of his campaign and faces token opposition.

Both men have been waging a virtual campaign for months, with Jensen attacking Walz for his man-
agement of the pandemic and hammering the governor for rising crime around Minneapolis. Walz has 
highlighted his own support of abortion rights and suggested that Jensen would be a threat to chip away 
at the procedure’s legality in Minnesota.

Crime has emerged as the biggest issue in Rep. Omar’s Democratic primary. She faces a challenge from 
former Minneapolis City Council member Don Samuels, who opposes the movement to defund the police 
and last year helped defeat efforts to replace the city’s police department. Omar, who supported the refer-
endum, has a substantial money advantage and is expected to benefit from a strong grassroots operation.

The most confusing part of Tuesday’s ballot was for the 1st Congressional District seat that was held by 
U.S. Rep. Jim Hagedorn, who died earlier this year from cancer. Republican former state Rep. Brad Finstad 
and Democrat Jeff Ettinger, a former Hormel CEO, are simultaneously competing in primaries to determine 
the November matchup for the next two-year term representing the southern Minnesota district, as well 
as a special election to finish the last few months of Hagedorn’s term.

CONNECTICUT
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It’s been roughly three decades since Connecticut had a Republican in the U.S. Senate, but the party 

isn’t giving up.
In the GOP primary to take on Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal, the party has endorsed former state 

House Minority Leader Themis Klarides. She’s a social moderate who supports abortion rights and certain 
gun control measures and says she did not vote for Trump in 2020. Klarides contends her experience and 
positions can persuade voters to oppose Blumenthal, a two-term senator who in May registered a 45% 
job approval rating, his lowest in a Quinnipiac poll since taking office.

Klarides is being challenged by conservative attorney Peter Lumaj and Republican National Committee 
member Leora Levy, whom Trump endorsed last week. Both candidates oppose abortion rights and further 
gun restrictions, and they back Trump’s policies.

VERMONT
Leahy’s upcoming retirement has opened up two seats in Vermont’s tiny three-person congressional 

delegation — and the opportunity for the state to send a woman to represent it in Washington for the 
first time.

Democratic U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, the state’s at-large congressman, quickly launched his Senate bid 
after Leahy revealed he was stepping down. Leahy, who is president pro tempore of the Senate, has been 
hospitalized a couple of times over the last two years, including after breaking his hip this summer.

Welch has been endorsed by Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders and is the odds-on favorite to win the seat 
in November. He faces two other Democrats in the primary: Isaac Evans-Frantz, an activist, and Dr. Niki 
Thran, an emergency physician.

On the Republican side, former U.S. Attorney Christina Nolan, retired U.S. Army officer Gerald Malloy 
and investment banker Myers Mermel are competing for the nomination.

The race to replace Welch has yielded Vermont’s first wide-open U.S. House campaign since 2006.
Two women, including Lt. Gov. Molly Gray and state Senate President Pro Tempore Becca Balint, are 

the top Democratic candidates in the race. Gray, elected in 2020 in her first political bid, is a lawyer and 
a former assistant state attorney general.

The winner of the Democratic primary will be the heavy favorite to win the general election in the liberal 
state. In 2018, Vermont became the last state without female representation in Congress when Mississippi 
Republican Cindy Hyde-Smith was appointed to the Senate.

Ex-Manchester United star Ryan Giggs starts assault trial
By DANICA KIRKA Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Former Manchester United star Ryan Giggs, adored by fans throughout a 24-year ca-

reer, has a more sinister side to his character, prosecutors said Monday as he went on trial on charges of 
assault and use of coercive behavior against an ex-girlfriend.

Prosecutor Peter Wright told the jury at Minshull Street Crown Court in Manchester that while Giggs’ 
soccer skills were a thing of beauty, his off-field life was very different.

“In the privacy of his own personal life at home or behind closed doors, there was, we say the facts 
reveal, a much uglier and more sinister side to his character,’’ Wright told the jury. “This was a private life 
that involved a litany of abuse, both physical and psychological, of a woman he professed to love.”

The 48-year-old Giggs is accused of assaulting Kate Greville, 36, and causing actual bodily harm at his 
home in Worsley, greater Manchester in November 2020. He is also charged with common assault of Gre-
ville’s younger sister during the same incident, as well as using controlling and coercive behavior toward 
his former girlfriend between August 2017 and November 2020.

Giggs has denied all of the charges. He stood down as manager of the Wales national team in June, 
saying he didn’t want to jeopardize preparations for the World Cup later this year in Qatar. He had been 
on leave since November.

Wright said the case stems from an incident on Nov. 1, 2020, that began when Giggs and Greville were 
out with friends at the Stock Exchange Hotel in Manchester.
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During the evening, Greville decided to end their relationship because of Giggs’ behavior and because 

she knew he had been cheating on her.
Greville left the hotel early, planning to return to the home she shared with Giggs, retrieve her belongings 

and leave before he came home, Wright said. Greville asked her sister to meet her at house for support.
The plan failed because Giggs came home earlier than expected and argued with Greville as he tried 

to stop her from leaving. A physical altercation began when Greville took Giggs’ mobile phone to use as 
a bargaining chip and Giggs tried to grab her device, Wright said. Greville’s sister was elbowed in the jaw 
after she tried to intervene, he said.

“At that stage, we say, the defendant entirely lost self-control and he deliberately head-butted Kate, 
thereby causing swelling to her lips and bruising,” the prosecutor said.

Nicki Minaj to get Video Vanguard Award at MTV Awards
By MARK KENNEDY AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Nicki Minaj will receive the Video Vanguard Award at the MTV Awards later this 

month, joining such previous winning music luminaries as Madonna, Janet Jackson, LL Cool J, Jennifer 
Lopez and Missy Elliott.

Minaj, who has won five MTV trophies for such hits as “Anaconda,” “Chun-Li” and “Hot Girl Summer,” will 
get the award and perform at the ceremony on Aug. 28 at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey.

“Nicki has broken barriers for women in hip-hop with her versatility and creative artistry,” said Bruce 
Gillmer, chief content officer of music at Paramount+ and president of music, music talent, programming 
and events at Paramount. “She has shifted the music industry and cemented her status as a global su-
perstar with her crossover appeal, genre-defying style and continuing to be unapologetically ‘Nicki’.”

Jack Harlow, Lil Nas X and Kendrick Lamar are the top award contenders with seven nominations. Har-
low, Lil Nas X, Drake, Bad Bunny, Ed Sheeran, Harry Styles and Lizzo will compete for artist of the year.

Styles and Doja Cat received the second-most nominations with six. Sheeran, Billie Eilish, Drake, Dua 
Lipa, Taylor Swift and The Weeknd each pulled in five.

Madonna, who is the most awarded artist in MTV history with 20 wins, becomes the only artist to re-
ceive a nomination in each of the VMAs five decades. She earned her 69th nomination for her 14th studio 
album “Madame X.”

Also performing will be Anitta, J Balvin, Marshmello with Khalid and Panic! At The Disco. More acts will 
be announced soon.

Review: Slick crime novel ‘Heat 2’ revisits a classic movie
By DOUGLASS K. DANIEL Associated Press
“Heat 2: A Novel” by Michael Mann and Meg Gardiner (William Morrow)
Hollywood screenwriter and director Michael Mann and veteran thriller writer Meg Gardiner have achieved 

a rarity with their novel “Heat 2”: a screen-to-page sequel that stands tall on its own.
When the screen goes dark at the end of Mann’s 1995 crime drama “Heat,” professional thief Neil Mc-

Cauley (played by Robert De Niro) and most of his crew are dead, put in their graves either by police or 
rivals. The sole survivor, a wounded Chris Shiherlis (Val Kilmer), leaves behind his wife and son to avoid 
capture.

The Los Angeles Police Department is bloodied, too, by a broad-daylight firefight outside a downtown 
bank. A robbery-homicide division detective, Vincent Hanna (Al Pacino), has shot and killed McCauley mano-
a-mano near the L.A. airport. Hanna had felt an affinity for McCauley, both professionals who sacrifice 
their personal lives to be true to themselves. They understood and respected each other.

In “Heat 2” Mann and Gardiner return to these complex and compelling characters — McCauley, Shiherlis 
and Hanna — but watching the movie first isn’t a must to enjoy the book, just a pleasure.

What can happen with one character dead, one on the lam and one emotionally drained? Mann and 
Gardiner play with time, weaving prequel tales for McCauley and Hanna with a present-day storyline for 



Tuesday, Aug. 09, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 033 ~ 65 of 70

Groton Daily Independent
Shiherlis and Hanna. But such cleverness doesn’t overlook expanding these characters, and each one gets 
a new facet to a self-destructive trait: McCauley’s cynicism, Shiherlis’ sensation-seeking and Hanna’s anger.

Slick as a Neil McCauley heist and as intense as a Vincent Hanna chase, “Heat 2” is just dynamite.

Pfizer buying spree continues with $5.4B hematology deal
By TOM MURPHY and MICHELLE CHAPMAN Associated Press
Pfizer will spend about $5.4 billion to buy Global Blood Therapeutics as the pharmaceutical giant continues 

to invest some of the cash influx reaped during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Pfizer said Monday that the acquisition will boost its work in rare hematology. Global Therapeutics, which 

was founded in 2011, makes Oxybryta tablets for treating sickle cell disease.
Pfizer has been flush with cash since its COVID-19 vaccine, Comirnaty, and its treatment, Paxlovid, have 

hit the market, starting with the vaccine in late 2020. The drugmaker has now announced deals valued at 
a total of nearly $19 billion, counting debt, since late last year.

The latest deal follows Pfizer’s $11.6 billion acquisition of Biohaven, which the companies announced in 
May, and a $6.7 billion acquisition of Arena Pharmaceuticals announced last December.

Pfizer also detailed in April a smaller acquisition of the privately held ReViral Ltd., which is developing a 
treatment for respiratory syncytial virus.

Pfizer Inc.’s vaccine and treatment brought in more than $16 billion combined just in the recently com-
pleted second quarter.

Comirnaty rang up nearly $37 billion in sales last year alone, but those sales are expected to fade in a 
few years. Pfizer also faces over the next decade the loss of patent protection for key products like Eliquis 
for preventing blood clots and strokes.

The company plans to have about $25 billion in sales by 2030 come from new business developments.
Aamir Malik, the company’s chief business innovation officer, told analysts recently that Pfizer was “leaving 

very few stones unturned” in looking for expansion opportunities. Malik said Pifzer was looking for deals 
that will add substantial value either scientifically or commercially.

“I think we’re very excited about the opportunities that are ahead of us and the flexibility that our bal-
ance sheet gives us to pursue those,” he said during a call to discuss second-quarter results.

Malik told analysts that the Biohaven deal alone could add $6 billion in peak sales to Pfizer’s business.
The drugmaker said Monday that the sickle cell disease franchise of Global Blood Therapeutics, which 

includes treatments still in development, could eventually reach worldwide peak sales of more than $3 billion.
Oxbryta sales were about $195 million last year, but Pfizer said it plans to speed up distribution of the 

drug to parts of the world most impacted by the disease.
Sickle cell disease is an inherited blood disorder that can lead to bouts of acute pain and organ damage. 

It occurs particularly among people of African descent. The companies say there are 4.5 million people 
living with the disease globally.

Pfizer will pay $68.50 per share in cash for each share of Global Blood Therapeutics. That represents a 
premium of nearly 43% from the stock’s closing price of $47.99 on Aug. 4, the day before The Wall Street 
Journal reported that Pfizer was in advanced talks on a deal.

Both companies’ boards have approved the deal, which still needs regulatory approval and approval from 
GBT shareholders. The companies say the deal could close as soon as the fourth quarter.

Shares of Global Blood Therapeutics Inc., based just outside San Francisco, rose more than 4% to $66.58 
in morning trading. Broader indexes and shares of New York-based Pfizer climbed slightly.

New this week: ‘Day Shift’ and ‘Five Days at Memorial’
By The Associated Press undefined
Here’s a collection curated by The Associated Press’ entertainment journalists of what’s arriving on TV, 

streaming services and music platforms this week.
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MOVIES
— One of the best movies of the year is finally streaming. “Belle,” Mamoru Hosoda’s tour-de-force anime 

of startling emotional depth, is now up on HBO Max, playing in an English dub. You may have missed it 
when it arrived in theaters back in early January, but “Belle” is worth catching up to. In his eighth feature, 
Hosoda, the Japanese Oscar-nominated director of “Mirai,” aims for perhaps his most ambitious film yet, 
combining a modern-day riff on “Beauty and the Beast” with a digital metaverse realm called “U.” It’s 
maybe more story than Hosoda can neatly marshal, but “Belle” is intimately grounded in the life of its 
17-year-old protagonist, Suzu (voiced by Kylie McNeill in the English version), a teenager grappling with 
guilt, virtual-verse-real identity and self-expression. When I reviewed “Belle” earlier this yea r, I wrote that 
Hosada’s films “even at their most elaborate, can reach such staggeringly emotional heights that they 
seem to break free of anything you’re prepared for in an animated movie.”

— Every month, the Restoration Screening Room hosts live, free screenings of restored classics from 
Film Foundation, the nonprofit founded by Martin Scorsese. On Monday at 7 p.m. EDT, the virtual theater 
launched this spring will host a compelling noir double feature of Arthur Ripley’s “The Chase” (1946) and 
Edgar G. Ulmer’s “Detour” (1945). Both take roadway encounters in deliciously dark directions that still 
feels unpredictable and fresh. The Restoration Screening Room platform also allows you the chance to 
watch along with other viewers and sample a host of special features — in this case including videos with 
Benicio Del Toro and director Guy Maddin, both fans of the films.

— In “Day Shift,” premiering Friday on Netflix, Jamie Foxx plays a blue-collar pool-cleaning father with 
a secretive side-gig: hunting and killing vampires for money. Dave Franco and Snoop Dogg co-star. “Vam-
pires, they live amongst us,” Foxx tells Franco in the trailer. “And all they are is murderers. It’s not ‘Eclipse, 
New Moon, Breaking Dawn Part 1’ — it ain’t like that.”

— AP Film Writer Jake Coyle
MUSIC
— What do you get when you combine two of the coolest people in music? Something to check out. The 

Roots’ Black Thought and super-producer Danger Mouse have partnered for the album “Cheat Codes,” with 
the first single being “No Gold Teeth” and the immortal lines: “Yo, I’m at the top where it’s lonely/I got 
everybody mean-mugging like Nick Nolte.” Some of the collaborators include Run the Jewels, A$AP Rocky, 
Raekwon, Joey Bada$$, the late MF Doom and Michael Kiwanuka on the superb “Aquamarine.” Danger 
Mouse and Black Thought had collaborated on music in the early 2000s, but shelved it. They rekindled 
their collaboration for the new album, out Friday.

— Fans of Goo Goo Dolls will ignore superstition as the band releases its 13th studio album, “Chaos in 
Bloom.” Frontman John Rzeznik produces for the first time and the band says it is an album of “biting 
sarcasm, stadium-ready choruses” and “spear-sharp songwriting.” The first single is “Yeah, I Like You” is 
a critique of celebrity online culture, with the lyrics “You’re so conceited but you’re insecure/You’re always 
busy but you look so bored.” Rzeznik and bassist and songwriter Robby Takac say the album grapples 
“with observations about our dystopian modernity while searching for optimism and pushing for a more 
empathetic world.” Another single is the stunning anthem “You Are the Answer.”

— AP Entertainment Writer Mark Kennedy
TELEVISION
— Among the pleasures of Peak TV is the room it makes for familiar and welcome faces. Acorn TV’s 

“Darby and Joan,” starring Bryan Brown (“Cocktail,” “Breaker Morant”) and Greta Scacchi (“Emma,” “The 
Player”) is such a project. Brown’s Jack Darby is a retired Australian homicide detective who takes to 
the road with pooch Diesel to leave the past behind. Darby crosses paths in the outback with Scacchi’s 
Joan, a recently widowed English nurse and, yes, opposite do attract. There’s also mysterious events to 
investigate in the road trip drama debuting Monday and with two episodes arriving weekly through Aug. 
29 on the streaming service.

— Are the Taliban adhering to their vow to respect women’s rights in Afghanistan a year after the U.S. 
withdrawal? A PBS “Frontline” investigation found instead what it calls a “harrowing” story. Correspondent 
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Ramita Navai interviewed female lawyers banned from practicing and women in abusive marriages made 
increasingly desperate under Taliban rule. “Afghanistan Undercover” also includes what it says is evidence 
of young girls abducted and forced into marriage. A Taliban representative told Navai that allegations of 
the regime’s mistreatment of women are “baseless.” The film debuts Tuesday on PBS stations (check local 
listings for time) and will stream at pbs.org/frontline.

— “Five Days at Memorial” dramatizes the torment that 2005’s Hurricane Katrina visited on a New Or-
leans hospital, including the loss of life that led to criminal charges. Based on physician and reporter Sheri 
Fink’s book, “Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital,” the Apple TV+ series is 
from John Ridley (“12 Years a Slave”) and Carlton Cuse (“Lost”), its producers, writers and, with Wendey 
Stanzler, directors. Vera Farmiga, Cornelius Smith Jr. and Cherry Jones are among the cast members in 
the limited series debuting with three episodes on Friday, with a new episode out weekly through Sept. 16.

Water crisis looms for eastern Ukrainian city of Sloviansk
By JUSTIN SPIKE Associated Press
SLOVIANSK, Ukraine (AP) — The echo of artillery shells thundering in the distance mingles with the din 

of people gathered around Sloviansk’s public water pumps, piercing the uneasy quiet that smothers the 
nearly deserted streets of this eastern Ukrainian city.

The members of Sloviansk’s dwindling population only emerge — a few minutes at a time — to fill up 
at the pumps that have been the city’s only water source for more than two months. Fighting between 
Ukrainian and Russian forces near the key city in the Donetsk region has damaged vital infrastructure that 
has cut residents off from gas and water for months.

The water flows for now, but fears grow that come winter the city only seven miles (12 kilometers) from 
Russian-occupied territory could face a humanitarian crisis once the pipes begin to freeze over.

“The water infrastructure was destroyed by the constant battles,” said Lyubov Mahlii, a 76-year-old widow 
who gathers 20 liters (around five gallons) of water twice a day from a public tank near her apartment, 
dragging the plastic bottles up four flights of stairs on her own.

“When there are bombings and sirens, we keep carrying it,” she said on Sunday. “It’s a great risk for 
us, but what can we do?”

Only a fifth of the city’s pre-invasion population of 100,000 remains. With heavy fighting raging only 
miles away as Russian forces continue their push on Donetsk — part of the industrial Donbas region where 
Moscow-backed separatists have been battling Ukrainian troops since 2014 — residents defy the shelling 
to make do with the only water source left. And local officials believe things will only get worse once the 
cold sets in.

Locals fill their bottles with hand pumps or from plastic tanks at one of five public wells before hauling 
them home in bicycle baskets, wheeled carts and even children’s strollers.

Speaking from her tidy kitchen after one such trip, Mahlii said she boils some water for at least 15 
minutes to make sure it’s safe for consumption. The remainder is used for bathing, washing clothes and 
dishes, watering plants and taking care of a stray dog named Chapa.

Following the death of her husband, Nikolai, from diabetes four years ago, Mahlii shares her Soviet 
government-provided apartment with two bright yellow canaries and an assortment of houseplants.

Water she had gathered filled the plastic tubs and buckets stacked on every flat surface in her small 
bathroom, while empty plastic bottles lined the walls in her hallway. A meat and vegetable soup was cook-
ing on an electric burner for lunch.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy issued a mandatory evacuation order to all residents of the 
Donetsk region at the end of July, saying remaining would cost lives. But despite that and the terror that 
accompanies the shriek of falling rockets near the city, with no money to relocate and nowhere to go, 
Mahlii plans to stay in Sloviansk — no matter what.

“I don’t want to leave my apartment because someone else might occupy it,” she said. “I don’t want to 
leave. I will die here.”
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Another Sloviansk resident, Ninel Kyslovska, 75, gathered water from a tank at a park on Sunday for 

marinating cucumbers in the sun that afternoon. She said the scarcity had upended all aspects of her life.
“Without water, you won’t get anywhere. I have to carry 60, 80, 100 liters of water a day and it’s still 

not enough,” she said. “Bread and water are sacred and they just took it from people. Such actions must 
be punished, maybe not by us, but hopefully by God’s judgment.”

Filling her bottles, Kyslovska said she sometimes avoids bathing to save herself a trip to the park, and 
often washes her clothing in a nearby lake.

She blamed the local government for the lack of running water, complaining that nearby Kramatorsk — 
just six miles (10 kilometers) to the south — still had water flowing from its taps.

But Oleksandr Goncharenko, the head of Kramatorsk’s military administration, said even that compara-
tive luxury was threatened by winter, when the temperature drops to -20 C (-4 F).

“All these wells and pumps will freeze,” Goncharenko said, adding that places like Sloviansk and Krama-
torsk — which also has no gas — had become “hostages of destroyed infrastructure.”

Goncharenko said Kramatorsk would drain municipal pipes that run into unheated structures to prevent 
them from freezing and bursting, and that he was “99% certain” that gas wouldn’t be restored before 
winter. Electricity cuts and the lack of heating could also see the fire risk soar as people try to heat and 
light their homes by other means, he added.

Ukrainian officials are still trying to convince the Donetsk region’s remaining residents to evacuate as 
the war’s front line threatens to move westward and the inhospitable winter looms.

Officials in Kramatorsk plan to build more public wells to supply the remaining population, but Goncha-
renko warned the water quality couldn’t be guaranteed. Such water would likely be sourced from deep 
underground, he said, which would be too high in calcium and unfit for drinking.

Mahlii hasn’t made plans for what she’ll do once cold weather arrives, but after 47 years in her Sloviansk 
apartment, she will face whatever comes from her home.

“We are surviving!” she said. “We are surviving by any means.”

Chilies and turmeric boost 20-minute shrimp stir-fry
By CHRISTOPHER KIMBALL Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street
Weeknight ease married to plump texture and briny sweetness. It’s why shrimp is one of our staple go-to 

dinner solutions. Simply stir-fry a few aromatics and spices until fragrant, toss in the shrimp, and dinner 
is on the table in 20 minutes.

We had that in mind for a “dry” but intensely flavored stir-fry recipe from our book “COOKish,” which 
limits recipes to just six ingredients without sacrificing flavor. Drawing on the flavors of Malaysia and In-
donesia, cuisines that blend Indian, Chinese and Southeast Asian influences, this stir-fry features earthy 
turmeric, fresh chilies and curry leaves.

Curry leaves have an inimitable flavor that’s citrusy yet also savory. Include them if you can (they’re 
sold in most Indian grocery stores), but if not available, the stir-fry is still great without. You also could 
substitute dill for a different but still delicious flavor. For those with timid palates, use the smaller amount 
of chili and be sure to seed them.

A single tablespoon of fish sauce is the only liquid, but it ties the dish together with a savory hit of umami. 
We like sprinkling the finished dish with chopped cilantro if it’s on hand, and serving it with steamed rice.

Stir-Fried Turmeric Shrimp with Shallots and Chilies
(https://www.177milkstreet.com/recipes/stir-fried-turmeric-shrimp-shallots-chilies )
Start to finish: 20 minutes
Servings: 4
1½ pounds extra-large (21/25 per pound) shrimp, peeled, deveined and patted dry
Kosher salt and ground black pepper
3 tablespoons neutral oil
8 medium garlic cloves, thinly sliced
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3 large shallots, sliced into thin rings (about 2 cups)
8 to 10 curry leaves (optional)
1 teaspoon ground turmeric
2 to 4 Fresno OR serrano chilies, stemmed, seeded and chopped OR Thai bird chilies, stemmed but kept 

whole OR dried árbol chilies, broken in half
1 tablespoon fish sauce
Season the shrimp with salt and pepper. In a 12-inch skillet over medium, heat the oil until shimmering. 

Add the garlic, shallots and curry leaves (if using); cook, stirring, until slightly softened and lightly browned. 
Add the turmeric and cook, stirring, just until fragrant and the oil takes on a yellowish hue. Increase to high 
and add the shrimp. Cook, stirring often, until lightly browned but not fully cooked. Add the chilies, fish 
sauce and ¼ cup water. Cook, stirring often, until the shrimp are lightly sauced and opaque throughout. If 
desired and if used, remove and discard the curry leaves and whole chilies. Season with salt and pepper.

Optional garnish: Fresh cilantro OR sliced scallions OR lime wedges OR chopped roasted cashews OR a 
combination

EDITOR’S NOTE: For more recipes, go to Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street at 177milkstreet.com/ap

Today in History: August 9, atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Tuesday, Aug. 9, the 221st day of 2022. There are 144 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Aug. 9, 1974, Vice President Gerald R. Ford became the nation’s 38th chief executive as President 

Richard Nixon’s resignation took effect.
On this date:
In 1854, Henry David Thoreau’s “Walden,” which described Thoreau’s experiences while living near 

Walden Pond in Massachusetts, was first published.
In 1934, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an executive order nationalizing silver.
In 1936, Jesse Owens won his fourth gold medal at the Berlin Olympics as the United States took first 

place in the 400-meter relay.
In 1944, 258 African-American sailors based at Port Chicago, California, refused to load a munitions 

ship following a cargo vessel explosion that killed 320 men, many of them Black. (Fifty of the sailors were 
convicted of mutiny, fined and imprisoned.)

In 1945, three days after the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, a U.S. B-29 Superfortress code-named 
Bockscar dropped a nuclear device (“Fat Man”) over Nagasaki, killing an estimated 74,000 people.

In 1969, actor Sharon Tate and four other people were found brutally slain at Tate’s Los Angeles home; 
cult leader Charles Manson and a group of his followers were later convicted of the crime.

In 1982, a federal judge in Washington ordered John W. Hinckley Jr., who’d been acquitted of shooting 
President Ronald Reagan and three others by reason of insanity, committed to a mental hospital.

In 1988, President Ronald Reagan nominated Lauro Cavazos (kah-VAH’-zohs) to be secretary of educa-
tion; Cavazos became the first Hispanic to serve in the Cabinet.

In 1995, Jerry Garcia, lead singer of the Grateful Dead, died in Forest Knolls, California, of a heart attack 
at age 53.

In 2004, Oklahoma City bombing conspirator Terry Nichols, addressing a court for the first time, asked 
victims of the blast for forgiveness as a judge sentenced him to 161 consecutive life sentences.

In 2014, Michael Brown Jr., a Black 18-year-old, was shot to death by a police officer following an alter-
cation in Ferguson, Missouri; Brown’s death led to sometimes-violent protests in Ferguson and other U.S. 
cities, spawning a national “Black Lives Matter” movement.

In 2016, at the Rio Games, Michael Phelps earned the 20th and 21st Olympic gold medals of his career 
as he won the 200-meter butterfly and anchored the United States to victory in the 4x200 freestyle re-
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lay. Katie Ledecky earned her second gold in Rio by winning the 200-meter freestyle. The U.S. women’s 
gymnastics team won gold for a second consecutive Olympics.

Ten years ago: The United States began a landmark project to clean up dioxin left from Agent Orange 
at the site of a former U.S. air base in Danang in central Vietnam, 50 years after the defoliant was first 
sprayed by American planes on Vietnam’s jungles to destroy enemy cover. At the London Games, Usain 
Bolt won the 200 meters in 19.32 seconds, making him the only man with two Olympic titles in that event. 
The U.S. women’s soccer team won the gold medal, avenging one of its most painful defeats with a 2-1 
victory over Japan.

Five years ago: North Korea’s army said it was studying a plan to create an “enveloping fire” in areas 
around the U.S. territory of Guam with medium- to long-range ballistic missiles. Prosecutors in Florida said 
golfer Tiger Woods had agreed to plead guilty to reckless driving and would enter a diversion program 
that would allow him to have his record wiped clean; he’d been charged with DUI in May when he was 
found asleep in his car, apparently under the influence of a prescription painkiller and sleeping medication.

One year ago: Officials said the Taliban had taken control of two more provincial capitals in Afghanistan, 
as U.S. and NATO forces finalized their pullout from the country. Testifying at his Los Angeles murder trial, 
Robert Durst denied killing his best friend, Susan Berman, at her home in 2000. (Durst would be convicted 
of first-degree murder; the real estate heir died in January 2022 at age 78 while serving a life sentence.) 
The authoritative Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warned that Earth was getting so hot that 
temperatures within about a decade would probably blow past a level of warming that world leaders had 
sought to prevent. Canada ended its prohibition on Americans crossing the border to shop, vacation or 
visit, but the United States kept similar coronavirus restrictions in place for Canadians.

Today’s Birthdays: Basketball Hall of Famer Bob Cousy is 94. Tennis Hall of Famer Rod Laver is 84. Jazz 
musician Jack DeJohnette is 80. Comedian-director David Steinberg is 80. Actor Sam Elliott is 78. Singer 
Barbara Mason is 75. College Football Hall of Famer and former NFL player John Cappelletti is 70. College 
Football Hall of Famer and former NFL player Doug Williams is 67. Actor Melanie Griffith is 65. Actor Amanda 
Bearse is 64. Rapper Kurtis Blow is 63. Sen. Roger Marshall, R-Kan., is 62. Hockey Hall of Famer Brett 
Hull is 58. TV host Hoda Kotb (HOH’-duh KAHT’-bee) is 58. Pro and College Football Hall of Famer Deion 
Sanders is 55. Actor Gillian Anderson is 54. Actor Eric Bana is 54. Producer-director McG (aka Joseph Mc-
Ginty Nichol) is 54. NHL player-turned-coach Rod Brind’Amour is 52. TV journalist Chris Cuomo is 52. Actor 
Thomas Lennon is 52. Rapper Mack 10 is 51. Actor Nikki Schieler Ziering is 51. Latin rock singer Juanes is 
50. Actor Liz Vassey is 50. Actor Kevin McKidd is 49. Actor Rhona Mitra (ROH’-nuh MEE’-truh) is 47. Actor 
Texas Battle is 46. Actor Jessica Capshaw is 46. Actor Ashley Johnson is 39. Actor Anna Kendrick is 37.


