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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 
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Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

July 23-24
Jr. Legion Region

July 29-Aug. 2
State Legion at Gregory

August 5-7: State Jr. Legion at Clark

Thursday, Aug. 4
First allowable day of football practice

Monday, Aug. 8
First allowable day of boys golf practice

Thursday, Aug. 11
First allowable day of volleyball and cross country 
practice
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Pierce Kettering Drives in Four as Groton Legion Post #39 Defeats 

Clark/Willow Lake Senators 18U
Pierce Kettering wasted no opportunities at the plate on Thursday, driving in four on two hits to lead 

Groton Legion Post #39 past Clark/Willow Lake Senators 18U 23-6 on Thursday. Kettering drove in runs on 
a in the second, a double in the third, a double in the fourth, and a walk in the fifth.

The base paths were crowded in this high-scoring game. Groton Legion Post #39 collected 11 hits and Clark/
Willow Lake Senators 18U had five.

Groton Legion Post #39 notched eight runs in the fifth inning. Groton Legion Post #39 big bats were led by 
Andrew Marzahn, Kettering, Cole Simon, Bradin Althoff, Ryan Groeblinghoff, and Kaleb Hoover, all driving 
in runs in the frame.

Clark/Willow Lake Senators 18U scored three runs in the fourth inning. Clark/Willow Lake Senators 18U 
scored its runs on a double by Lucas Kannegieter.

Groeblinghoff was credited with the victory for Groton Legion Post #39. The pitcher surrendered six runs 
on five hits over five innings, striking out six.

Jack Bratland took the loss for Clark/Willow Lake Senators 18U. The pitcher surrendered 15 runs on seven 
hits over three and two-thirds innings, striking out three.

Groton Legion Post #39 saw the ball well today, racking up 11 hits in the game. Kettering, Groeblinghoff, 
and Althoff all had multiple hits for Groton Legion Post #39. Althoff, Groeblinghoff, and Kettering all had two 
hits to lead Groton Legion Post #39.

Groton Legion Post #39 Drops Legion Region Championship Game 
to Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser After Late Score

Groton Legion Post #39 stayed in it until the end, but Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser pulled away late in a 13-
10 victory on Thursday. The game was tied at ten with Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser batting in the bottom of 
the sixth when Seth Siebrecht grounded out, scoring one run.

Groton Legion Post #39 collected 13 hits and Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser had 15 in the high-scoring affair.
Groton Legion Post #39 got things moving in the first inning. Bradin Althoff drove in two when Althoff singled.
Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser scored five runs in the fourth inning. Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser’s big inning was 

driven by singles by Kellan Hurd, Nolan Gall, and Eli Morrissette and a double by Keaton Rohfls.
Siebrecht was the winning pitcher for Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser. The fireballer surrendered zero runs on 

zero hits over one-third of an inning, walking one. Camden Osborn threw one inning in relief out of the bullpen.
Pierce Kettering took the loss for Groton Legion Post #39. The pitcher surrendered nine runs on eight hits 

over three and a third innings, striking out one.
Rohfls started the game for Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser. The pitcher lasted five and two-thirds innings, al-

lowing 13 hits and ten runs while striking out one
Groton Legion Post #39 collected 13 hits. Kettering, Dillon Abeln, Cole Simon, Althoff, and Andrew Marzahn 

all collected multiple hits for Groton Legion Post #39. Abeln and Kettering all had three hits to lead Groton 
Legion Post #39.

Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser totaled 15 hits. Rohfls, Gall, Hurd, Osborn, and Morrissette all managed multiple 
hits for Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser. Rohfls led Redfield Post 92, Clay Kiser with four hits in four at bats.
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Fun was had by all at the Summer Downtown Sip & Shop event.  

Some vendors included the Wage Memorial Library, Frank with his Schwan’s truck, Next Level Nutrition, 
Beth Hendrickson, The Johnson Littles, Beauty Brew, Groton Chamber, Lori’s Pharmacy, Base Kamp Lodge, 
Kate’s Confections and several more!  

The Jungle and American Legion Post #39 also had drink specials along with pizza slices at The Jungle!

Photos by April Abeln
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Today will be hot with temperatures west of the Missouri River approaching 100°. Saturday, along with 
a bit of a cool down, there is a chance for some showers and storms in the morning with a small chance 
of some storms becoming severe.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 86 °F at 5:20 PM
Low Temp: 59 °F at 6:21 AM
Wind: 17 mph at 9:13 PM
Precip: 0.10

Day length: 15 hours, 9 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 111 in 1934  
Record Low: 46 in 1980
Average High: 85°F
Average Low: 60°F
Average Precip in July.: 2.36
Precip to date in July.: 2.36
Average Precip to date: 13.37
Precip Year to Date: 13.94
Sunset Tonight: 9:13:41 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:05:09 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
July 22, 1926: An estimated F2 tornado moved east across the northern part of Hyde County, destroying 

two barns.
July 22, 1999: An F0 tornado touched down briefly on a farm southeast of Onida. Over half of the roof 

of a 40 by 45-foot building was torn off and deposited in a tree belt 200 yards to the north. A grain auger 
was also damaged when it was pushed up against a granary. A semi-trailer was blown over. About 400 
acres of ripe wheat was also flattened, and some sunflowers suffered damage as a result of the tornado.

July 22, 2011: Numerous severe thunderstorms brought hail up to the size of golf balls, damaging winds 
over 70 mph, along with flash flooding to parts of north central and northeast South Dakota. Most of the 
hail occurred in Grant and Codington counties. Several roads were flooded by nearly 4 inches of rain in 
Grant County. Five miles west of South Shore in Codington County, over 3 inches of rain brought flash 
flooding to several roads. The strong winds were observed in Corson, Walworth, and McPherson counties. 
About 9 miles west of Long Lake, eighty mph winds ripped a grain bin from the fasteners, pushed the 
north wall of a garage in, snapped several corral poles, moved a semitrailer four feet, and caused some 
minor damage to the house. Also, many branches were broken off along with several trees uprooted.

1918 - A single bolt of lightning struck 504 sheep dead in their tracks at the Wasatch National Forest in 
Utah. Sheep often herd together in storms, and as a result the shock from the lightning bolt was passed 
from one animal to another. (David Ludlum)

1986 - Hurricane Estelle passed 120 miles south of the Hawaiian Islands creating a ten to twenty foot 
surf. The large swells resulted from a combination of high tides, a full moon, and 50 mph winds. The hur-
ricane also deluged Oahu Island with as much as 6.86 inches of rain on the 24th and 25th of the month. 
(Storm Data)

1987 - Barrow, AK, receives 1.38 inches in 24 hours on the 21st and 22nd, an all-time record for that 
location. The average annual precipitation for Barrow is just 4.75 inches. Thunderstorms in Montana pro-
duced 4 to 6 inches of rain in Glacier County causing extensive flooding along Divide Creek. Missoula, MT, 
received 1.71 inches of rain in 24 hours, a record for the month of July. (The National Weather Summary) 
(The Weather Channel)

1988 - Six cities in the south central U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date, including Pueblo, 
CO, with a reading of 48 degrees. Thunderstorms over the Atlantic Coast Region drenched Wilmington, 
NC, with 6.49 inches of rain in about eight hours. (The National Weather Summary)

1988: Dust devils are not a unique phenomenon, but usually they stay minimal. This was not the case 
in Dickinson County, Iowa where a powerful dust devil developed on the edge of Lake Okoboji. It picked 
up whole sections of several docks and swept away all of the loose dirt in the area. Estimated winds ex-
ceeded 60 mph.

1989 - Showers and thunderstorms prevailed across the southeastern third of the country. Afternoon 
thunderstorms in Florida produced wind gusts to 86 mph at Zephyrhills, and gusts to 92 mph at Carroll-
wood and Lutz. Thunderstorm winds gusting to 69 mph at Crystal Lake damaged nineteen mobile homes. 
(Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1993: The levee, holding back the flooding Mississippi River at Kaskaskia, Illinois, ruptures, forcing the 
town’s people to flee on barges. The incident at Kaskaskia was the most dramatic event of the flood. At 
9:48 a.m., the levee broke, leaving the people of Kaskaskia with no escape route other than two Army 
Corp of Engineers barges. By 2 p.m., the entire town was underwater. 
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GOOD FOR EVIL

A truck driver went into a café and ordered a hamburger, French fries, a piece of pie, and a cup of coffee. 
Shortly after he placed his order, a group of bikers came in and surrounded him. When he was served, 
they ate his food and drank his coffee. Quietly, the trucker stood up, walked to the cash register, paid his 
bill, said nothing, walked past them, and out the door.

“He’s really not much of a man,” said one of the bikers.

“And he’s really not much of a driver either,” said the cashier. “He just ran over three bikes in the park-
ing lot.”

In Romans 12 Paul describes the central values for Christian living. In particular, he said that if we have 
truly experienced God’s grace, we will want to share it with others. Forgiveness is a good example of 
sharing and showing God’s grace to others.

Often we say that we forgive others for the wrongs they have done to us. But, forgiveness is much more 
than quietly offering kind words under our breath that only God hears. Forgiveness is active, not passive. 
If we have trouble forgiving someone and the hate remains lodged in our heads and hearts and not ex-
pressed with our hands by showing forgiveness, we need to do something that reflects forgiveness – like 
offering them a small gift. That would certainly demonstrate forgiveness.

And, when we do so, we can begin to think of – in some very small way – the tremendous gift of for-
giveness that God gave to us in and through His Son: our salvation!

Prayer: Help us, Father, to be forgiving and loving of those who harm us. We see examples of this in 
Your Son, even when on His cross. May we follow His example. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Romans 12:17-21 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that 
everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
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2022-23 Community Events

07/21/2022: Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022: Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
07/24/2022: Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022: Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022: Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022: GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
No Date Set: Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022: Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
No Date Set: 6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022: Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 10 a.m.
09/02-04: Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022: Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022: Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022: Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022: United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022: Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
12/10/2022: Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am-1pm, Community Center
01/29/2023 85th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
04/01/2023 Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/22/2023 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/23/2023 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/06/2023 Lion’s Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/29/2023 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
07/04/2023 Firecracker Couples Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start (4th 

of July)
07/09/2023 Lion’s Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
09/09/2023 Lion’s Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
10/31/2023 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2023 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/23/2023 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White .................$48.99/year
❏ Colored .......................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 6 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months ............................... $42.60
❏ 12 Months ............................. $53.25

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul



Friday, July 22, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 015 ~ 13 of 83

Groton Daily Independent

Hiker who took social media challenge dies in South Dakota
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A man who was hiking on an unmarked trail in southwestern South Dakota that 

was featured in a social media challenge died when he and another hiker ran out of water, authorities said 
Thursday.

The Pennington County Sheriff’s Office said 22-year-old Maxwell Right, of St. Louis, was hiking in Badlands 
National Park Wednesday when he collapsed and died of suspected dehydration and exposure.

A 21-year-old man from Missouri who was hiking with Right was flown to a Rapid City hospital, where he 
was placed under observation for exposure and dehydration. The weather in the park has approached 100 
degrees most of the week.

Sheriff’s office spokeswoman Helene Duhamel said she didn’t know about the specifics of the challenge 
and would rather not advertise it “but clearly it’s out there.” Pennington County has put out numerous public 
service announcements warning hikers to be prepared for the elements and stay on marked trails, she said.

“We’ve said many times, you have to have enough water, water, water,” Duhamel said. “But I don’t think 
people understand and they underestimate the heat, especially in the Badlands.”

Abortion ruling prompts variety of reactions from states
By The Associated Press undefined
The U.S. Supreme Court on June 24 overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that had provided a con-

stitutional right to abortion. The ruling was expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states, 
although the timing of those laws taking effect varies.

Some Republican-led states banned or severely limited abortion immediately, while other restrictions will 
take effect later.

In anticipation of the decision, several states led by Democrats took steps to protect abortion access. The 
decision also set up the potential for legal fights between the states over whether providers and those who 
help women obtain abortions can be sued or prosecuted.

Here is an overview of abortion legislation and the expected impact of the court’s decision in every state.
___
ALABAMA
Political control: Alabama’s Republican-controlled Legislature and Republican governor want to ban or 

restrict access to abortions.
Background: In 2019, Alabama lawmakers approved what was then the most stringent abortion ban in the 

country, making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy with no exceptions for pregnancies 
resulting from rape or incest. The only exception would be when the woman’s health was at serious risk. A 
federal judge issued an injunction, under the precedent of Roe v. Wade, blocking the state from enforcing 
the law. In 2018, voters agreed to amend the Alabama Constitution to say the state recognizes the “rights of 
unborn children” and “does not protect the right to an abortion or require the funding of abortion.” A 1951 
law made it a crime, punishable by up to 12 months in prison, to induce an abortion, unless it is done to 
preserve the life or health of the mother.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortions became almost entirely illegal in Alabama on June 24. A 2019 
state abortion ban took effect making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with no 
exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. All three clinics stopped providing abortions that morn-
ing under fear of prosecution under the 1951 state law. U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson hours later 
granted Alabama’s request to lift an injunction and allow the state to enforce the 2019 abortion ban. Alabama 
Attorney General Steve Marshall said it is now a felony to provide an abortion in Alabama beyond the one 
exception allowed in the 2019 law, which is for the sake of the mother’s health. Doctors who violate the 
law could face up to 99 years in prison. Marshall said the state would also move to lift other injunctions 

News from the
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that blocked previous abortion restrictions, including a requirement for doctors who perform abortions to 
have hospital admitting privileges.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers have said they would like to see the state replace the 2019 ban 
with a slightly less stringent bill that would allow exceptions in cases of rape or incest. Proponents said the 
2019 ban was deliberately strict in the hopes of sparking a court challenge to Roe.

___
ALASKA
Political control: Republicans currently hold a majority of seats in the Legislature, but the House is controlled 

by a bipartisan coalition composed largely of Democrats. Fifty-nine of the Legislature’s 60 seats are up for elec-
tion this year. Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy, who believes life begins at conception, is seeking reelection.

Background: The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted the right to privacy in the state constitution as 
encompassing abortion rights.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision has not immediately affected abortion rights in Alaska, given 
the existing precedent in the state.

What’s next: Voters in the fall will be asked if they want to hold a constitutional convention, a question 
that comes up every 10 years. Many conservatives who want to overhaul how judges are selected and do 
away with the interpretation that the constitution’s right to privacy clause allows for abortion rights see an 
opportunity in pushing for a convention. Recent efforts to advance a constitutional amendment through the 
Legislature have been unsuccessful.

___
ARIZONA
Political control: Both legislative chambers are controlled by Republicans. GOP Gov. Doug Ducey is to leave 

office in January because of term limits.
Background: Arizona law allows abortion through about 22 weeks, but the Legislature passed a 15-week 

abortion ban in March mirroring the Mississippi law that was contested before the Supreme Court. It takes 
effect Sept. 24. Current restrictions include bans on abortions because of gender and a 2021 law that makes 
it a felony for a doctor to terminate a pregnancy because the fetus has a survivable genetic abnormality. 
Arizona also has a pre-statehood law on the books that would ban all abortions, although it has not been 
enforced since Roe was decided.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Ducey has said the law he signed in late March takes precedence over the 
total ban that remains on the books. But that law specifically says it does not overrule the total abortion 
ban in place for more than 100 years. Abortion providers across the state stopped all procedures because of 
concerns that the pre-Roe ban could put doctors, nurses and other providers at risk of prosecution. Repub-
lican state Attorney General Mark Brnovich said on June 29 that the pre-statehood law could be enforced. 
Brnovich said he would seek to remove an injunction in place since shortly after the Roe decision. The next 
day, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed Arizona to enforce a ban on abortions done solely because the fetus 
has a genetic abnormality. A federal judge blocked that part of that 2021 Arizona law last year, saying it was 
unconstitutionally vague, but will now have to reconsider that decision. The same federal judge on July 12 
blocked another part of that law, which grants all rights to fertilized eggs or fetuses. Abortion rights groups 
renewed a challenge to it after Roe fell, saying it could be used to charge providers with assault, child abuse 
or other crimes for providing otherwise-legal abortion services. The judge agreed it was likely unconstitu-
tionally vague.

What’s next: Brnovich has said he will ask a court to lift the injunction blocking his office and one county 
from enforcing the pre-statehood total abortion ban. Abortion-rights supporters in Arizona failed to collect 
enough signatures by the July 7 deadline to ask voters to enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitu-
tion this November. Their last-minute effort was a longshot because they needed to collect nearly 360,000 
valid signatures in just over seven weeks.

___
ARKANSAS
Political control: Arkansas’ Legislature is controlled by Republicans who have supported dozens of abortion 
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bans and restrictions in recent years. Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson also has supported bans on abortion 
with some exceptions. He’s term-limited and leaves office in January. Republican nominee Sarah Sanders, 
press secretary to former President Donald Trump, is widely favored in the November election to succeed him.

Background: Arkansas already had a law banning most abortions 20 weeks into a woman’s pregnancy, with 
exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother. The state has several other bans that have been struck 
down or blocked by courts in recent years, including an outright abortion ban enacted last year that doesn’t 
include rape or incest exceptions. That ban has been blocked by a federal judge, and the state has appealed.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Arkansas has a law it enacted in 2019 that bans nearly all abortions now 
that Roe is overturned. That ban, along with the outright ban that’s been blocked by a federal judge, only 
allows exceptions to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. Hutchinson has said he thinks 
bans should include rape and incest exceptions, but he has not called on the Legislature to add those to 
either of the bans.

What’s next: Hours after the Supreme Court ruling, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge signed certification 
that Roe had been overturned. That allowed the state’s “trigger ban” to take effect immediately. The only 
exception is to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. The Legislature isn’t scheduled to 
meet until January, but Hutchinson is considering calling a special session to take up tax relief proposals. He 
said he does not plan on asking lawmakers to consider adding rape and incest exceptions to the state’s ban.

___
CALIFORNIA
Political control: Democrats who support access to abortion control all statewide elected offices and have 

large majorities in the Legislature.
Background: California outlawed abortion in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. The 

law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health were in 
danger. In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be unconstitutional 
but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972, California voters added a “right to privacy” to the state constitution. 
Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted that “right to privacy” as a right to access abortion, 
allow minors to get an abortion without their parents’ permission and use public funding for abortions in the 
state’s Medicaid program. California now requires private health insurance plans to cover abortions and does 
not allow them to charge things such as co-pays or deductibles for the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion remains legal in California prior to the viability of a fetus. Demo-
cratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has vowed to make California a sanctuary for women who live in states where 
abortion is outlawed or severely restricted. The number of women who travel to California for abortions 
is expected to rise significantly.

What’s next: The Legislature is considering 13 bills that would strengthen or expand access to abortion. The 
bills are based on a report from the Future of Abortion Council, which Newsom formed last year to study 
reproductive rights in California. They include proposals that would help pay for women from other states 
to come to California for abortions, ban enforcement of out-of-state civil judgments on California abortion 
providers and volunteers, and increase the number of people who can offer abortions by authorizing some 
nurse practitioners to perform the procedure without the supervision of a doctor. Lawmakers also plan to 
put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that would explicitly guarantee the right to an 
abortion and contraceptives.

___
COLORADO
Political control: The Democrats who control the Colorado Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: A 1967 state law legalized abortion up to 16 weeks of pregnancy. Abortion has been accessible 

ever since, despite repeated legislative attempts and ballot initiatives to restrict or abolish the procedure. 
Colorado voters have consistently rejected such initiatives, the latest in 2020 that would have banned abor-
tion during the third trimester of pregnancy. In 2022, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis signed a law placing the right 
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to abortion in state statute. The law guarantees access to reproductive care before and after pregnancy and 
bans local governments from imposing their own restrictions. It also declares that fertilized eggs, embryos and 
fetuses have no independent rights. Abortion rights advocates plan a 2024 ballot initiative to add abortion rights 
to the state constitution and repeal a 1980s constitutional amendment that bans public funding for abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision didn’t have any immediate impact on Colorado law -- but 
providers are preparing for a surge of out-of-state patients. Democratic House Majority Leader Daneya Esgar 
says lawmakers must consider how to invest in a health care workforce to ensure Colorado has the capac-
ity to meet that anticipated demand. Colorado’s health department reports there were 11,580 abortions in 
the state in 2021; of those, 14% were for non-residents. More than 900 of those non-residents were from 
Texas, Wyoming and Nebraska.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more patients from surrounding states will seek care in 
Colorado. But the Texas law could induce more people to come. Oklahoma now has an early pregnancy 
abortion ban; Utah and Wyoming have trigger laws banning abortion; the Kansas Constitution protects abor-
tion rights, but Republican lawmakers placed on an August primary ballot an initiative to overturn it.

___
CONNECTICUT
Political control: Democrats who control the Connecticut General Assembly support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Connecticut passed a law in 1990 giving women the legal right to abortion. Having passed with 

strong bipartisan support, it was lauded at the time for being a rare compromise between abortion rights 
advocates and opponents. It affirmed a woman’s unqualified right to an abortion “prior to viability of the 
fetus,” as well as later-term abortions “necessary to preserve the life and health of the pregnant woman.” It 
also repealed state laws predating Roe v. Wade that had made it a felony to have an abortion or to perform 
one and required that patients under 16 receive counseling about their options. This year, Gov. Ned Lamont 
signed legislation to protect medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal actions. The same law 
allows advanced practice registered nurses, nurse-midwives or physician assistants to perform aspiration 
abortions in the first 12 weeks of a pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, a Democrat, has vowed to 
challenge any attempt to nullify Connecticut’s abortion rights law. “Let’s not mince words. They will come 
for us,” Tong warned abortion rights supporters during a recent news conference. “We will fight that effort 
tooth-and-nail. Any court, any place, Connecticut will be there and will fight.” The state is already involved 
in major abortion cases across the country. And while Connecticut is surrounded by mostly pro-abortion 
states, it’s still bracing for out-of-state patients seeking abortions now that Roe has been overturned.

What’s next: Connecticut’s new law protecting abortion providers from other states’ bans took effect on 
July 1. It created a legal cause of action for providers and others sued in another state, enabling them to re-
cover certain legal costs. It also limits the governor’s discretion to extradite someone accused of performing 
an abortion, as well as participation by Connecticut courts and agencies in those lawsuits. There’s discussion 
of possibly amending the state’s constitution to enshrine the right to abortion, making it more difficult to 
overturn, but that would be a multi-year process.

___
DELAWARE
Political control: Democrats control the governor’s office and the General Assembly and have taken several 

steps to ensure access to abortion.
Background: In 2017, Delaware became the first state following the election of President Donald Trump to 

codify the right to an abortion. A bill signed by Gov. John Carney, a Catholic, guarantees the unfettered right 
to an abortion before a fetus is deemed “viable.” The law defines viability as the point in a pregnancy when, 
in a physician’s “good faith medical judgment,” there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus can survive 
outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures. The law also allows abortion 
after fetal viability if, in a doctor’s “good faith medical judgment,” abortion is necessary for the protection 



Friday, July 22, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 015 ~ 17 of 83

Groton Daily Independent
of the woman’s life or health, or if there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus cannot survive without 
extraordinary medical measures. The law eliminated existing code restrictions on abortions, much of which 
had already been declared unenforceable by Delaware’s attorney general in 1973 following the Supreme Court 
rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In April of this year, Carney signed a bill allowing physician assistants 
and advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe abortion-inducing medications including mifepristone 
and misoprostol.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “In Delaware, the privacy protections of Roe v. Wade are codified in state 
law, guaranteeing residents have access to legal abortion services even if Roe were to be undone at the 
federal level,” Democratic lawmakers noted in June while unveiling legislation further broadening access to 
abortions. The measure, which passed June 30, allows physician assistants, certified nurse practitioners and 
nurse midwifes to perform abortions before viability. It also includes various legal protections for abortion 
providers and patients, including out-of-state residents receiving abortions in Delaware. Those provisions 
include protections from civil actions in other states relating to the termination of a pregnancy, and protecting 
individuals from extradition to other states for criminal charges related to terminating a pregnancy.

What’s next: According to state health officials, 2,042 abortions were performed in Delaware in 2019, with 
1,765 involving Delaware residents and 277 involving nonresidents. Delaware is not likely to see a huge influx 
of women traveling from out of state to get abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned, given that neighboring 
Maryland and New Jersey also have liberal abortion-access laws. In neighboring Pennsylvania, where Re-
publicans control both chambers of the Legislature, future abortion access could hinge on the outcome of 
this year’s gubernatorial contest.

___
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Political control: The local government in the nation’s capital is controlled by Democrats, with a Demo-

cratic mayor and the D.C. Council split between Democrats and nominal independent politicians, who are 
all, invariably, Democrats.

Background: Abortion is legal in the District of Columbia at all stages of pregnancy, a status that was upheld in 
the 1971 Supreme Court case United States v. Vuitch. However, Congress has oversight power over D.C. laws 
and Congress has already banned the city from using local funds to pay for abortions for women on Medicaid.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Elected officials in Washington, D.C., fear Congress could move to restrict 
abortion access, particularly if Republicans recapture the House of Representatives in midterm elections 
later this year. President Joe Biden could theoretically veto such a move, but that protection is subject to 
political calculations and is not guaranteed.

What’s next: Local officials have pledged defiance against any sort of Congressional move to restrict local 
abortion access. The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would declare Washington, D.C., a “sanctuary 
city” for those coming from states where abortion is banned. According to federal data, most of the women 
getting abortions in Washington already are coming from out of state. Those numbers could increase, par-
ticularly if new Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin moves to restrict abortion access in neighboring Virginia.

___
FLORIDA
Political control: Republicans control both chambers of the Florida Legislature and this year passed a ban 

on abortions after 15 weeks, which was signed into law by the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Abortion was legal in Florida until the 24th week of pregnancy, though lawmakers have been 

tightening access in recent years with bills requiring a one-day waiting period and requiring parents of a preg-
nant minor to be notified before an abortion can be provided. This year, in anticipation of the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, the Legislature passed a ban on abortions after the 15th week, 
except to save the mother’s life, prevent serious injury or if the fetus has a fatal abnormality. It does not 
allow for exemptions in cases where pregnancies were caused by rape or incest. Gov. Ron DeSantis called 
the legislation “the most significant protections for life that have been enacted in this state in a generation.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision places Florida’s 15-week ban on firm legal ground, at least 
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under federal law. However, the legislation is being challenged in state court on arguments that it violates a 
guarantee of the right to privacy under the state constitution.

What’s next: Florida’s 15-week ban took effect July 1. It was briefly on hold July 5 due to a judge’s order in 
a case brought by reproductive health providers who argued it “violates the privacy provision of the Florida 
Constitution.” But the state’s appeal automatically put the restrictions into effect. Although only about 2% 
of Florida’s abortions take place after 15th week, abortion rights advocates have expressed concern over 
declining access to the procedure not only for Floridians but for residents from nearby Southern states where 
restrictions are stricter than in Florida.

___
GEORGIA
Political control: Georgia has a GOP-controlled General Assembly and a Republican governor who support 

abortion restrictions, but all are up for election this November. Republicans are likely to retain legislative 
control, but there’s a possibility a Democrat could become governor.

Background: Georgia lawmakers in 2019 passed a law by one vote that would ban most abortions after about 
six weeks of pregnancy, when fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The measure is unlike other so-called 
heartbeat bills in that it also contains language designating a fetus as a person for certain state-law purposes 
such as income tax deductions and child support. A federal judge quickly put the law on hold and in 2020 
struck it down, saying it was unconstitutional. The state appealed to the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The 11th Circuit said it would wait to rule on the appeal pending a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
Mississippi case.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The day the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Georgia’s attorney 
general asked the 11th Circuit to reverse the lower court’s ruling and allow the state’s abortion law to take 
effect. The 11th Circuit on July 20 overruled the lower court decision blocking enforcement of the law and 
allowed the measure to take effect immediately. The law bans a large majority of abortions that had been 
taking place in Georgia – about 87%, according to providers. The change comes in the middle of tightly con-
tested races in Georgia for governor and U.S. Senate. Democratic U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock and challenger 
for governor Stacey Abrams say they want to secure abortion rights. Republican Senate challenger Herschel 
Walker and incumbent Republican Gov. Brian Kemp support restrictions.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers and candidates want Georgia to go further and ban abortion 
entirely, but Kemp is unlikely to call a special session before November’s general election. Lawmakers are 
likely to consider further action when they return for their annual session in January.

___
HAWAII
Political control: Hawaii’s governor is a Democrat and Democrats control more than 90% of the seats in 

the state House and Senate.
Background: Hawaii legalized abortion in 1970, when it became the first state in the nation to allow the 

procedure at a woman’s request. The state allows abortion until a fetus would be viable outside the womb. 
After that, it’s legal if a patient’s life or health is in danger. For many years, only licensed physicians could 
perform the procedure. Last year, the state enacted a law allowing advanced practice care nurses to carry 
out in-clinic abortions during the first trimester. This helps women on more rural islands who have been 
flying to Honolulu to obtain abortions because of doctor shortages in their communities. The law allows the 
nurses to prescribe medication to end a pregnancy and to perform aspiration abortion, a type of minor surgery 
during which a vacuum is used to empty a woman’s uterus.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Existing Hawaii law allows abortions, but Gary Yamashiroya, a spokesper-
son for the state attorney general’s office, has said the attorney general was carefully considering measures 
Hawaii might take to protect and strengthen reproductive rights.

What’s next: Political support for abortion rights is strong. Anti-abortion bills are rarely heard at the state 
Legislature. When they have been, they haven’t made it out of committee. Gov. David Ige issued a statement 
supporting abortion rights when the Supreme Court’s draft opinion overturning Roe leaked. “No matter what 
the Supreme Court decides, I will fight to ensure a woman’s right to choose in the State of Hawaii,” he said. 
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The Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women earlier this month said 72% of the state Senate and 
53% of state House members signed a pledge supporting abortion rights.

___
IDAHO
Political control: Republicans hold supermajorities in the House and Senate and oppose access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling, Idaho passed a law generally allowing 

abortions in the first and second trimester up to viability at about 23 to 24 weeks. The law allows abortions 
after viability only to protect the mother’s life or in cases of nonviable fetuses. This year, lawmakers passed 
a Texas-style ban prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy and authorizing family members 
to sue medical providers for performing an abortion. That law is on hold following a challenge by Planned 
Parenthood. The Idaho Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in August.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It triggers a 2020 Idaho law banning all abortions except in cases of reported 
rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life, to take effect 30 days after the Supreme Court ruling. Under 
the law, the person performing the abortion could face a felony prosecution punishable by up to five years 
in prison. In cases of rape or incest, the law requires pregnant women to file a police report and provide 
a copy of the report to the provider prior to an abortion. If the Idaho Supreme Court upholds the state’s 
Texas-style abortion ban and Roe v. Wade is tossed aside, a medical provider who performs an abortion in 
Idaho could face a lawsuit and criminal charges.

What’s Next: Pregnant women seeking abortions will have to travel out of state; the nearest abortion 
providers would be in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. Planned Parenthood is renting space in 
the town of Ontario on the Idaho-Oregon border and says it’s preparing for an influx of patients seeking abor-
tions. Some Republican lawmakers in Idaho might propose new legislation in January to outlaw abortion 
pills and emergency contraception.

___
ILLINOIS
Political control: Illinois is overwhelmingly Democratic with laws providing greater access to abortion than 

most states. Democrats hold veto-proof supermajorities in the House and Senate, and the Democratic first-
term governor seeking reelection this year, J.B. Pritzker, has promoted peaceful street protests to protect 
the constitutional right to an abortion.

Background: Abortion is legal in Illinois and can only be restricted after the point of viability, when a fetus is 
considered able to survive outside the womb. Medical science determines viability at 24 to 26 weeks, but the 
Illinois law does not specify a timeframe, saying a medical professional can determine viability in each case. 
Abortions are also allowed after viability to protect the patient’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It did not change access to abortion in Illinois. The Illinois Abortion Act of 
1975 legalized abortion but enacted a “trigger law” that would reinstate the ban if Roe were overturned. That 
trigger law was repealed in 2017 in legislation that also required Medicaid and state employees’ group health 
insurance to cover abortions. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act replaced the 1975 law, large parts of which 
were never enforced because they were found to be unconstitutional.

What’s next: Like other states providing access to abortions, Illinois has seen a steady influx of patients 
crossing the state line for abortions in recent months and those numbers are expected to increase. Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois says it expects to handle an additional 20,000 to 30,000 patients in Illinois in the first 
year following the reversal of Roe.

___
INDIANA
Political control: Indiana has a Republican-dominated Legislature and a Republican governor in favor of 

restricting abortion access.
Background: Abortion in Indiana is legal up to about 20 weeks, with some provisions for medical emergen-

cies. Before an abortion, patients must undergo an 18-hour waiting period. Medical providers must tell patients 
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about the risks involved in abortion and must say the fetus can feel pain around 20 weeks, which is disputed. 
Providers must report complications related to abortion; failure to report can result in a misdemeanor, 180 
days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Federal courts have blocked several restrictions in Indiana, including an attempt 
to ban a common second-trimester abortion procedure and a law that would have required doctors to tell 
pregnant women about a disputed treatment to potentially stop a drug-induced abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A federal judge on July 7 lifted an injunction that had blocked a 2019 law 
banning a second-trimester abortion procedure that the legislation called “dismemberment abortion,” a 
move that allowed the law to take effect. Later in July, a federal judge lifted orders blocking a law aimed at 
prohibiting abortions based on gender, race or disability.

What’s next: Republican legislative leaders have announced a proposal to ban abortion except in cases of 
rape, incest or to protect a woman’s life. The measure was to be considered during a special session that 
starts July 25.

___
IOWA
Political control: Iowa’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion access 

and a Republican governor who agrees and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Iowa allows most abortions until the 20th week of pregnancy, when they’re banned except to 

save a patient’s life or prevent a substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function. 
In 2018, the state Supreme Court declared access to abortion a “fundamental” right under the state con-
stitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the U.S. Constitution. The state’s high court, 
now with a conservative majority, overturned that decision June 17, thus allowing a state law requiring a 
24-hour waiting period to go into effect immediately. That requirement is being challenged in district court.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Iowa. The GOP-controlled Legislature has 
been working to get an amendment on the ballot in 2024 that would declare the state constitution does not 
grant a right to abortion but, with Roe overturned, Iowa lawmakers can ban abortion without completing 
that lengthy process.

What’s next: Now that the Iowa Supreme Court has struck down its 2018 ruling, the state Legislature can 
convene a special session this summer and pass abortion restrictions. Republicans could still move to get the 
constitutional amendment on a public ballot in 2024.

___
KANSAS
Political control: Kansas has a Legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access to 

abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Under current law, Kansas does not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, 

when they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or to prevent “a substantial and irreversible physical im-
pairment of a major bodily function.” The state Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a 
“fundamental” right under the state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the 
U.S. Constitution does currently. State law, however, doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion medica-
tions through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Kansas. The state Supreme Court blocked 
enforcement of a 2015 legislative ban on a common second-trimester procedure, and abortion opponents 
fear a host of other rules could fall to legal challenges in the near future. The GOP-controlled Legislature 
responded by putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot during the Aug. 2 primary, when turnout is 
expected to be much lower than in a general election and will likely see a higher proportion of Republicans 
voting. The amendment would declare that the state constitution does not grant a right to abortion. It would 
allow lawmakers to restrict abortion as much as the federal courts will allow .

What’s next: If voters approve the amendment, the Legislature would still have to approve the new re-
strictions, and lawmakers are out of session until January 2023. They can call themselves in to special ses-
sion with two-thirds majorities, but they’re likely to wait until after voters decide in the November general 
election whether to give Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly a second term.
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___
KENTUCKY
Political control: Republicans have a supermajority in the Kentucky Legislature and have been restricting 

abortion rights since the 2016 election over the vetoes of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who supports 
abortion rights and will seek a second term in 2023.

Background: Kentucky bans abortions after 20 weeks, but all abortion services were temporarily halted in 
April after the Legislature imposed new restrictions and reporting requirements on the state’s two abortion 
clinics. The clinics, both in Louisville, said they suspended abortions because state officials hadn’t written 
guidelines on how to comply with the new law. Noncompliance could result in stiff fines, felony penalties 
and revocation of physician and facility licenses. Abortions were allowed to resume after a federal judge on 
June 30 temporarily blocked key parts of the law, including a provision banning abortions after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion services in Kentucky immediately became illegal under a “trigger 
law” enacted in 2019, but were then allowed to resume by a judge on June 30. The measure contains a nar-
row exception allowing abortion to prevent the death or permanent injury of a pregnant woman. Kentuck-
ians will be able to vote this November on a proposed amendment declaring there is no right to an abortion 
in the state constitution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights activists say the suspension of abortion services in April foreshadowed what 
would happen in Kentucky and other Republican-leaning states if Roe v. Wade was overturned. It likely 
ends several legal challenges pending against other Kentucky abortion laws including a 2018 measure that 
abortion-rights supporters say would effectively ban a standard abortion method in the second trimester 
of pregnancy. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in March that Kentucky’s Republican attorney general, Daniel 
Cameron, can defend the measure that was struck down by lower courts.

___
LOUISIANA
Political control: Louisiana’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion 

access. Its Democratic and Catholic governor also opposes abortions, though he supports exceptions for 
victims of rape or incest.

Background: Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2020 stating that “a right to abortion and the 
funding of abortion shall not be found in the Louisiana Constitution.” Of the about 2 million people who voted, 
62% approved the amendment. Abortion had been legal in Louisiana through the 19th week of pregnancy. 
After that, it was legal only if the fetus would die anyway or if continuing the pregnancy would threaten the 
mother’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Louisiana has a trigger law that immediately outlaws abortions. There is 
no exception for rape or incest. The only exception is if there is substantial risk of death or impairment to 
the woman. In June, Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, signed a bill updating various aspects of the law 
and subjecting abortion providers to up to 10 years in prison and fines up to $100,000. Edwards’ office said 
the bill allows the use of emergency contraception “for victims of rape and incest prior to when a pregnancy 
can be clinically diagnosed.”

Edwards signed another bill that would require the doctor to certify that a drug used for abortion was be-
ing prescribed for another medical reason. The bill makes it illegal to deliver abortion medication to a state 
resident “by mail-order, courier, or as a result of a sale made via the internet.”

What’s next: The latest in a series of court orders frees Louisiana’s three abortion clinics — in New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge and Shreveport — to provide abortions pending a court challenge of the state trigger law. A trial 
has not yet been scheduled on whether the ruling should be permanent.

___
MAINE
Political control: Both chambers of the Maine Legislature, which has adjourned, are controlled by Demo-

crats. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has vowed to protect the right to an abortion, saying she will “fight with 
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everything I have to protect reproductive rights.”

Background: A Republican governor in 1993 signed a Maine law affirming the right to abortion before a fetus 
is viable. After that, abortion is only allowed if the life or health of the mother is at risk, or if the pregnancy 
is no longer viable. In 2019, lawmakers eliminated a physician-only rule and Mills signed it into law, allowing 
nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other medical professionals to perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing has changed in Maine. Any attempt to restrict abortions when law-
makers reconvene next year would face fierce pushback. Abortion providers, meanwhile, said there could 
be an influx of patients seeking abortions from states that outlaw the procedure.

What’s next: Any major changes are unlikely unless former Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, unseats Mills 
and Republicans take control of both chambers of the Legislature in November. LePage, a Catholic who 
opposes abortion rights, has said it’s up to lawmakers to address the abortion issue as they see fit.

___
MARYLAND
Political control: Maryland’s Genderal Assembly is controlled by Democrats who expanded abortion access 

this year by ending a restriction that only physicians can provide them and requiring most insurance plans to 
cover abortion care without cost. The legislature overrode Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of the bill 
in April.

Background: The right to abortion is protected in Maryland law. The state approved legislation in 1991 to 
protect abortion rights if the Supreme Court should ever restrict access. Voters approved the right in 1992 
with 62% of the vote. Maryland law prohibits restrictions on abortion prior to viability. Maryland does not 
have a gestational limit. After viability, clinicians make the determination, based on clinical standard of care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Maryland law.
What’s next: Maryland’s new law to enable nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants 

to provide abortions with training took effect July 1. However, $3.5 million in state funding to provide train-
ing isn’t mandated until fiscal year 2024. Hogan, who is term limited, has indicated he will not approve the 
money sooner. Some nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants already have received 
training on medication abortion and will be able to provide those services starting next month.

___
MASSACHUSETTS
Political control: The Democrats who control the Massachusetts Legislature support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor, although they differ on specific policies.
Background: Massachusetts once had a contentious relationship with abortion in part due to the powerful 

influence of the Catholic Church, which opposes it. In recent years, that influence has waned and Mas-
sachusetts has become a strong supporter of abortion rights. In 2018, in anticipation of the conservative tilt 
on the U.S. Supreme Court, the state removed an 1845 abortion ban from its books that was not enforced. 
Two years later, Democratic state lawmakers clashed with Republican Gov. Charlie Baker — who says he 
supports access to abortion — over an effort to codify abortion rights into state law, allow abortions after 24 
weeks of pregnancy in cases where the child would not survive after birth, and lower from 18 to 16 the age 
at which women could seek an abortion without consent from a parent or guardian. Lawmakers passed the 
bill — dubbed the Roe Act — over Baker’s veto.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Baker has vowed to fight to keep abortion legal in Massachusetts, but it is 
his last year in office. Both Democratic candidates for governor — state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and Attorney 
General Maura Healey — support abortion rights. Republican candidate Geoff Diehl said he believes in “the 
need to protect human life wherever and whenever possible.” Fellow GOP candidate Chris Doughty said he 
would “not seek any changes to our state’s abortion laws.”

What’s next: There is little chance Massachusetts will restrict abortion rights. Baker signed an executive 
order June 24 barring state agencies from assisting another state’s investigation into people or businesses for 
receiving or delivering reproductive health services that are legal in Massachusetts. The state also won’t co-
operate with extradition requests from states pursuing criminal charges against such individuals. The state 
House of Representatives has approved a bill later that is similar to the governor’s executive order. It would 
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add protections into state law for individuals seeking abortions and providers so they would not be subject 
to actions taken by other states.

___
MICHIGAN
Political control: Both chambers of Michigan’s Legislature are controlled by Republicans who want to ban 

or restrict abortion access, but the state’s Democratic governor supports access.
Background: A dormant 1931 law bans nearly all abortions in Michigan but it hasn’t been enforced since 

Roe v. Wade. The law made it a felony to use an instrument or administer any substance with the intent to 
abort a fetus unless necessary to preserve the woman’s life. It has no exceptions in cases of rape and incest. 
Anticipating that Roe could be overturned, Planned Parenthood of Michigan filed a lawsuit challenging Michi-
gan’s ban. A state judge suspended the law in May, saying it violates the state’s constitution. Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, hailed the decision.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The injunction granted in the Planned Parenthood case ensures that 
abortion does not immediately become illegal. Planned Parenthood of Michigan and other supporters hope 
the injunction indicates abortion rights in the state will be preserved. But in a statement to The Associated 
Press, Nessel’s office said “given the ongoing lawsuits, we cannot speculate what the state of abortion rights 
will be in Michigan” after Roe.

What’s next: Whitmer also filed suit asking the state’s Supreme Court to declare the 91-year-old law un-
constitutional. It has not acted yet. Michigan abortion rights supporters hope to put the issue on ballots this 
fall. Their proposed constitutional amendment would affirm the right to make pregnancy-related decisions 
without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive services such as birth control. The 
Reproductive Freedom for All committee needed to collect about 425,000 valid voter signatures and it turned 
in 753,759 signatures on July 11. The signatures must be validated by the Board of State Canvassers before 
the proposed amendment can appear on the Nov. 8 ballot. The measure would become law if voters ap-
proved it. The issue also is expected to shape legislative and statewide elections this fall, when the ballots 
will include Whitmer and Nessel’s reelection efforts.

___
MINNESOTA
Political control: The Minnesota Legislature is divided; Anti-abortion Republicans control the Senate and 

Democrats have the House, but the majorities are slim in both chambers, so control will be up for grabs 
in the November elections. Most legislative Democrats support abortion rights. Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
has said “no abortion ban will ever become law” while he’s governor. But he faces a challenge this year from 
Republican Scott Jensen, who opposes abortion rights.

Background: Abortion has generally been regarded as legal in Minnesota up to the point of fetal viability, 
around the 24th week of pregnancy, although some legal scholars question whether any cutoff could be 
legally enforced, citing a decades-old federal court ruling. A judge on July 11 lifted most of the state’s other 
existing restrictions, including a 24-hour waiting period with state-mandated counseling, requirements that 
both parents generally be notified before a minor gets an abortion, that only physicians can perform abor-
tions, and that abortions after the first trimester must be performed in hospitals.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately because the state Supreme Court ruled in 
1995 that the Minnesota Constitution protects abortion rights. If Republicans take control of both chambers, 
they could put a constitutional amendment on the ballot as soon as 2024 to reverse that ruling, but it’s not 
clear yet if they would take that path. Minnesota governors can’t block constitutional amendments with 
vetoes. But amendments are hard to enact because they require the backing of most of the citizens voting in 
that election, not just those voting on the amendment. Leaving the ballot blank counts as a “no.”

What’s next: Providers are preparing for a surge in women coming from other states to get abortions. Sarah 
Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said before the ruling that her orga-
nization was “fortifying” its delivery systems, including telemedicine. Dr. Sarah Traxler, the group’s medical 
director, has said demand in Minnesota is expected to rise by up to 25%.
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___
MISSISSIPPI
Political control: Republican Gov. Tate Reeves and leaders of the Republican-controlled Mississippi Legis-

lature have been working for years to chip away at abortion access.
Background: Mississippi already had a law banning most abortions at 20 weeks, although the state’s lone 

abortion clinic offered the procedure only through 16 weeks. The state tried to enact a law in 2018 to ban 
most abortions after 15 weeks. That law is the basis for the case that the Supreme Court used to overturn 
Roe v. Wade in a ruling issued June 24. Reeves was lieutenant governor in 2018 when Mississippi tried to 
enact the 15-week ban, and in 2019 when the state tried to enact a six-week ban. Mississippi law does not 
allow providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
stopped doing abortions on July 6 and said about two weeks later that it would not reopen in Mississippi 
because it was relocating to New Mexico. Also in July, the clinic ended its legal challenge of a law that bans 
most abortions once Roe v. Wade is overturned. A judge rejected the clinic’s request to block the law from 
taking effect. As of July 7, abortions are allowed only if the woman’s life is endangered by the pregnancy or 
if the pregnancy was caused by a rape that was reported to law enforcement. Any person who knowingly 
performs or attempts to induce an abortion, except the pregnant woman, could be punished by up to 10 
years in prison.

What’s next: Clinic attorneys filed papers July 7 asking the Mississippi Supreme Court to block the new ban 
on most abortions. Justices set a July 25 deadline for the state attorney general to respond.

___
MISSOURI
Political control: Both GOP Gov. Mike Parson and the Republican-led General Assembly support laws against 

abortion.
Background: Missouri law previously allowed abortions up until 22 weeks of pregnancy. But a 2019 state 

law banned abortions “except in cases of medical emergency,” contingent upon the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Under that Missouri law, performing an illegal abortion is a felony 
punishable by 5 to 15 years in prison, though women receiving abortions cannot be prosecuted.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 2019 law banning most abortions kicked in the day the Supreme Court 
ruled in June.

What’s next: Some Missouri residents wanting abortions are likely to travel to neighboring states, including 
Illinois and Kansas. A new Illinois logistics center near St. Louis helps women from out of state find travel, 
lodging and childcare if they need help getting to the area for an abortion, and it connects them with funding 
sources. The Kansas Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a “fundamental” right under 
the state constitution. Even without the ban in Missouri, the number of Missouri patients seeking abortions 
in Kansas has gone up in recent years, increasing about 8% from 2020 to 2021.

___
MONTANA
Political control: The Republicans who control the Montana Legislature and Republican Gov. Greg Gianforte 

want to limit access to abortion.
Background: Abortion used to be legal in Montana up until viability, or about 24 weeks of pregnancy, but 

the state Legislature passed a bill in 2021 to reduce that to 20 weeks, arguing that is when the fetus can feel 
pain. That law, along with one that requires chemical abortions to be done with in-person medical supervi-
sion, are being challenged in court. A state judge temporarily blocked enforcement in October 2021 while 
the challenges move through the courts. The state has asked the Montana Supreme Court to vacate that 
injunction and overturn a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion that found the state’s constitutional right 
to privacy guarantees a woman’s access to abortion care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The effect is unclear because of the unresolved legal challenges to the 
2021 state legislation. Montana does not have an abortion ban that was triggered when Roe v. Wade was 
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overturned, but the Legislature could seek to further restrict access in the next session.

What’s next: The Montana Supreme Court will issue a decision on the preliminary injunction. The Montana 
Legislature also passed a referendum to ask voters this November whether they support a state law to 
require abortion providers to give lifesaving treatment to a fetus that is born alive after a botched abortion. 
Opponents argue federal law already offers those protections.

___
NEBRASKA
Political control: Nebraska has an officially nonpartisan Legislature with a Republican majority, but not a 

super-majority that would let the party unilaterally pass an abortion ban. Democrats appear to have enough 
votes to block such a bill, but just one defector could swing the vote. Nebraska’s Republican governor ve-
hemently opposes abortion.

Background: Nebraska allows most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, although a few small towns 
have voted to outlaw the procedure within their borders. The state requires doctors to be physically present 
when patients take the first of two drugs that are used in medication abortions. Lawmakers have rejected 
attempts to allow abortion medications to be administered remotely, which would provide easier abortion 
access in rural areas.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ruling that lets states set their own abortion laws will trigger an immediate 
push by Nebraska conservatives to ban the procedure, but it’s not clear whether they could do it this year. 
Unlike other conservative states, Nebraska doesn’t have a trigger law that automatically outlaws abortion. 
Gov. Pete Ricketts and other top Republicans have said they’ll seek a special legislative session, but it’s not 
clear whether they have enough votes to pass anything.

What’s next: If Ricketts calls a special session, attention will likely shift to state Sen. Justin Wayne, an Omaha 
Democrat who has declined to specify where he stands on abortion. Wayne was notably absent from a vote 
on the issue this year; his support would give Republicans the super-majority they need to enact a ban. He 
has struck deals with senators from both parties in the past. If a proposed abortion ban fails during a special 
session or if no special session is called, the issue will likely become a factor in the November election.

___
NEVADA
Political control: Nevada’s governor and state attorney general are Democrats who are up for reelection 

this year. Democrats control the state Senate and Assembly.
Background: Nevada voters enshrined the right to abortion into state law in 1990. The law says a pregnancy 

can be terminated during the first 24 weeks, and after that to preserve the life or health of the pregnant 
person. It would take another statewide vote to change or repeal the law. Most Republican candidates for 
Congress, governor, state attorney general and other statewide posts say they oppose abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “Here in Nevada, overturning Roe would not be felt immediately,” state 
Attorney General Aaron Ford said in a position paper released after the draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
became public. Ford noted that a federal ban on abortion would supersede state law and said it would be 
naive not to recognize that some people want to ban abortions or make them more difficult to obtain. But he 
said his office will fight “attacks on abortion rights, rights to birth control access and rights for LGTBQ people.” 
Gov. Steve Sisolak on June 28 signed an executive order protecting abortion patients and providers from 
prosecution by other states. State agencies are barred from assisting other states in investigations of people 
who come to Nevada from other states for abortions. The order also protects providers from discipline and 
having their license revoked.

What’s next: Anti-abortion advocates are not expected to focus on trying to repeal Nevada’s abortion law. 
But they will seek laws affecting waiting periods, mandatory counseling or requiring parental notification or 
consent. Melissa Clement, executive director of Nevada Right to Life, said she believes there is strong sup-
port for parental involvement.

___
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Political control: New Hampshire has a Republican governor and the GOP controls the 424-member Legis-

lature. All face reelection this fall.
Background: Any abortion restrictions New Hampshire had on the books before Roe v. Wade were not en-

forced after the landmark 1973 ruling, and they were repealed altogether in 1997. The state had no restric-
tions until January, when a ban on abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy was enacted. In June, an exemp-
tion was added for cases in which the fetus has been diagnosed with “abnormalities incompatible with life.” 
Anticipating the Supreme Court action, Democrats this year tried unsuccessfully to enshrine abortion rights 
into state law and the state constitution. Gov. Chris Sununu calls himself pro-choice and says he is commit-
ted to upholding Roe v. Wade, but he also has boasted “I’ve done more on the pro-life issue than anyone.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in New Hampshire. The Legislature won’t 
return until fall, when there will be a one-day session to take up vetoed bills, and it would take a two-thirds 
majority vote to introduce new legislation then.

What’s next: The majority leader of the New Hampshire House has said the public should not expect Re-
publicans in the Legislature to further tighten state abortion laws. But anti-abortion lawmakers who have 
filed bills in the past are expected to try again. Democrats are urging Sununu to call a special session of the 
Legislature to codify abortion rights into state law, but both he and Republican legislative leaders say there 
is no need.

___
NEW JERSEY
Political control: Democrats control both houses of the state Legislature and the governorship. Gov. Phil 

Murphy started his second consecutive term this year.
Background: Murphy ran for reelection on the promise that he would sign legislation to enshrine abortion 

rights into state law, and he fulfilled that promise in January. The measure also guaranteed the right to 
contraception and the right to carry a pregnancy to term. It stopped short of requiring insurance coverage for 
abortions, something advocates had sought. Instead, it authorizes the state Banking and Insurance Depart-
ment to study the issue and possibly adopt regulations if a need is discovered. Under Murphy’s predecessor, 
Republican Chris Christie, state funds to women’s clinics, including Planned Parenthood, were slashed. Murphy 
restored those and has been a strong supporter of abortion rights. New Jersey doesn’t have any significant 
restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent or a mandatory waiting period.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Officials, including the governor, have said the end of Roe would not lead 
to any rollback of abortion services in the state. “Instead of hoping for the best, we prepared ourselves for 
the worst,” Murphy said in May, addressing reports of a leaked draft of a Supreme Court ruling.

What’s next: A week after the Supreme Court’s ruling, Murphy signed two bills aimed at protecting the right 
to abortion for out-of-state residents and barring extradition of providers and patients to states that have 
prohibited the procedure. Another bill that would require health insurance companies to cover abortion 
services and set aside $20 million for access to the procedure remains pending in the Legislature. The bill 
would set aside $5 million for an abortion training program, $5 million for a “health security” grant and $10 
million for health care facilities.

___
NEW MEXICO
Political control: The Democrats who control the New Mexico Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor. Several conservative Democratic state senators who voted against 
the repeal of the abortion ban in 2019 were ousted from office in 2020 by more socially progressive primary 
challengers.

Background: In 2021, state lawmakers repealed a dormant 1969 statute that outlawed most abortion 
procedures as felonies, thus ensuring access to abortion even after the federal court rolled back guarantees. 
Albuquerque is home to one of only a few independent clinics in the country that perform abortions in the 
third trimester without conditions. An abortion clinic in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, is just a mile from the 
state line with Texas and caters to patients from El Paso, western Texas and Arizona.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There was no immediate change in New Mexico after the high court over-
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turned Roe v. Wade. It is unclear if Democrats, who control the state Legislature, will pursue additional 
guarantees to abortion access when lawmakers convene in January. Possible avenues of legislative reform 
include enshrining abortion rights in the state constitution, which requires approval by voters. Abortion 
rights activists say the state’s equal rights amendment could be harnessed to guide more public funding for 
abortion-related programs. Raúl Torrez, the district attorney in Albuquerque and the Democratic nominee 
for attorney general, is urging lawmakers to take further steps to protect access to abortions, including 
protections for women coming from other states. The state Republican Party said it’s time to elect more 
anti-abortion candidates to the Legislature.

What’s next: The state can expect to continue to see a steady influx of people seeking abortions from 
neighboring states with more restrictive abortion laws. It already hosts patients from Texas and Oklahoma 
where among the strictest abortion bans in the country were introduced this year.

___
NEW YORK
Political control: The Democrats who control the New York Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in New York state since a 1970 law was passed by the Republican-

controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. The law allows abortions within 
the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or to preserve the mother’s life. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act removed 
abortion from the state’s criminal code, codified Roe v. Wade and allowed abortions after 24 weeks if a fetus 
isn’t viable or to protect the mother’s life or health. Lawmakers have passed laws extending legal protections 
for people seeking and providing abortions in New York.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Roe v. Wade protections are enshrined in state law. New York is planning 
to give abortion providers $35 million this year to expand services and boost security in anticipation of an 
influx of out-of-state people seeking abortions once any ruling comes down. It’s unclear how many more 
people from neighboring states could travel to New York to receive abortion care. New York had 252 facilities 
providing abortions as of 2017, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization that supports 
abortion rights.

What’s next: Planned Parenthood and civil liberty groups are urging lawmakers to start the process of 
passing a constitutional amendment protecting access to abortion care in case a future Legislature repeals 
the state law.

___
NORTH CAROLINA
Political control: Republicans hold majorities in the state House and Senate, but the party lacks the margins 

to defeat a veto by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, a strong abortion-rights supporter. Since 2017, Cooper has 
vetoed a “born-alive” abortion measure and a bill prohibiting abortion based on race or a Down syndrome 
diagnosis. He can’t seek reelection in 2024 due to term limits.

Background: A 1973 North Carolina law that banned most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy is currently 
unenforceable after federal judges struck it down as unconstitutional in 2019 and 2021. Instead, abortions 
can be performed until fetal viability. A state law approved in 2015 provides for post-viability abortions only 
in a “medical emergency,” which means the woman would die or face a “serious risk” of substantial and ir-
reversible physical impairment without the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 20-week ban could be 
restored. Legal experts say formal action would have to be taken to cancel the earlier court rulings striking it 
down. But Attorney General Josh Stein, a democrat, says he will not ask a court to lift the injunction against 
enforcement of the ban. Republican legislative leaders have said they would intervene if Stein refused to, 
though. Separately, Cooper signed an executive order on July 6 that shields out-of-state abortion patients 
from extradition and prohibits agencies under his control from assisting other states’ prosecutions of abortion 
patients who travel to North Carolina for the procedure.

What’s next: Republican General Assembly leaders didn’t consider additional abortion restrictions in their 
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legislative session that ended July 1. The party will likely intensify its efforts in this year’s elections to gain 
the five additional seats it needs for veto-proof margins. Cooper and other Democrats already are making 
abortion rights a key campaign issue. Abortion politics also are expected to figure into two state Supreme 
Court elections in November. Republicans would gain a majority on the court if they win at least one of them.

___
NORTH DAKOTA
Political control: North Dakota has a Legislative Assembly dominated by Republicans who want to ban 

abortion, and the GOP governor had hoped to see Roe v. Wade wiped off the books in favor of state’s rights.
Background: The state has passed some of the nation’s strictest abortion laws, including one that would 

have banned abortions once fetal cardiac activity can be detected, which can happen before a woman knows 
she is pregnant. The law never took effect because the state’s lone abortion clinic successfully challenged it 
in court. One failed Republican proposal would have charged abortion providers with murder with a maxi-
mum sentence of life in prison.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: North Dakota has a trigger law that will shut down the state’s sole abortion 
clinic in Fargo after 30 days, though the state’s sole abortion clinic filed a lawsuit in early July seeking to ban 
the law from taking effect. That 2007 state law makes it a felony to perform an abortion unless necessary to 
prevent the pregnant woman’s death or in cases of rape or incest. Violators could be punished with a five-
year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine. The Red River Women’s Clinic argues that the ban violates the rights 
to life, safety and happiness guaranteed by the state constitution that protect the right to abortion. The suit 
also questions Attorney General Drew Wrigley’s statement that the ban would take effect July 28. The clinic 
argued that the Supreme Court released its opinion on June 24 but has not yet issued its judgment, which 
it said is a necessary step to trigger the state ban.

What’s next: The owner and operator of the Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo has said she would explore 
all legal options to ensure abortion services are available in North Dakota. Should that fail, clinic leader Tammi 
Kromenaker plans to move across the river to Moorhead, Minnesota, where abortion has not been out-
lawed. Planned Parenthood says it can provide abortions in Moorhead until Kromenaker gets up and running.

___
OHIO
Political control: The Ohio Legislature is controlled by Republicans who support restricting or banning abor-

tions, and the Republican governor backs those efforts. He is up for reelection this year against a former 
mayor who supports abortion rights.

Background: Before the Supreme Court’s ruling, Ohio did not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of 
pregnancy; after that they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or when their health is seriously compro-
mised. But the state imposes a host of other restrictions, including parental consent for minors, a required 
ultrasound, and in-person counseling followed by a 24-hour waiting period. Abortions are prohibited for the 
reason of a fetal Down syndrome diagnosis. Ohio also limits the public funding of abortions to cases of rape, 
incest or endangerment of the patient’s life. It limits public employees’ abortion-related insurance cover-
age and coverage through health plans offered in the Affordable Care Act health exchange to those same 
scenarios. Clinics providing abortions must comply with a host of regulations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal cardiac activity became 
the law in Ohio hours after the ruling. Enforcement of Ohio’s 2019 “heartbeat” ban had been on hold for 
nearly three years under a federal court injunction. The state attorney general, Republican Dave Yost, asked 
for that to be dissolved because of the high court’s ruling, and U.S. Judge Michael Barrett agreed hours later.

Two trigger bills are on hold in the Legislature, but a key legislative leader has said he anticipates needing 
to write new legislation after the decision is reversed that more carefully reflects the actual ruling. That all 
but certainly would not happen until lawmakers return to the capital after the November election.

___
OKLAHOMA
Political control: Republicans in Oklahoma have a supermajority in both chambers of the Legislature and a 
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Republican governor up for reelection this year who has vowed to sign “every pro-life legislation that came 
across my desk.”

Background: Abortion services were halted in Oklahoma in May after Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a bill that pro-
hibits all abortions with few exceptions. The ban is enforced by civil lawsuits rather than criminal prosecution. 
Republican lawmakers have been pushing to restrict abortion in the state for decades, passing 81 different 
restrictions since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It will have little practical effect given that abortions are no longer being pro-
vided in Oklahoma. Oklahoma also has a “trigger law” that outlawed abortion as soon as Roe was overturned.

What’s next: Given the fierce opposition to abortion from the governor and Legislature, Oklahoma will 
continue to prohibit the practice if states are given the option to do so. Meanwhile, abortion providers who 
had been operating in the state are taking steps to help patients seek abortions out of state, including coor-
dinating funding for these women and developing a referral network of therapists to help address complica-
tions before or after a woman receives an abortion.

___
OREGON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Oregon Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: The Oregon Legislature passed a bill legalizing abortion in 1969. In 2017, Gov. Kate Brown signed 

into law a bill expanding health care coverage for reproductive services, including abortions, to thousands 
of Oregonians, regardless of income, citizenship status or gender identity. Oregon does not have any major 
abortion restrictions and it is legal at all stages of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The Guttmacher Institute has estimated that Oregon will experience a 
234% increase in women seeking abortions arriving from out of state, especially from Idaho. In March, Oregon 
lawmakers approved $15 million to expand abortion availability and pay for abortions and support services 
such as travel and lodgings for residents and out-of-state patients.

What’s next: Brown said after the draft Supreme Court decision was leaked that access to abortion is a 
fundamental right and that she will fight to ensure access to abortion continues to be protected by state law 
in Oregon. Democratic state lawmakers recently formed the Reproductive Health and Access to Care Work 
Group of providers, clinics, community organizations and legislators that will make recommendations for the 
2023 legislative session and beyond. Recommendations may include proposals to protect, strengthen, and 
expand equitable access to all forms of reproductive care.

___
PENNSYLVANIA
Political control: Republicans who control the Pennsylvania Legislature are hostile to abortion rights, but 

the state’s Democratic governor is a strong supporter and has vetoed three GOP-penned bills in five years 
that would have added restrictions beyond the state’s 24-week limit. The race for governor this year could 
tilt that balance.

Background: Abortion is legal in Pennsylvania under decades of state law, including a 1989 law that was chal-
lenged all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. That produced the landmark Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
ruling that affirmed the high court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion nationwide, but also 
allowed states to put certain limits on abortion access.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Gov. Tom Wolf has vowed to protect access to abortion for the remainder 
of his time in office, through January. Running to replace him is the state’s Democratic attorney general, Josh 
Shapiro, who supports abortion rights, and Republican state Sen. Doug Mastriano, who has said he supports 
banning abortion altogether, with no exceptions. The Legislature is expected to remain in Republican hands 
next year. Abortion clinics in some parts of the state already are experiencing fallout from the ruling. Less than 
a week after it came out, a clinic in Pittsburgh was flooded with patients who suddenly lost appointments in 
Ohio, the clinic director said. Clinic representatives are warning that Pennsylvanians will have a harder time 
finding appointments because of rising demand from out-of-state residents.

What’s next: Legislation to outlaw abortion after the detection of fetal cardiac activity— which can happen 
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at six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant — has passed a House committee and is 
awaiting a floor vote. The state Supreme Court is considering a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood and other 
abortion providers aiming to overturn a 1982 law that bans the use of state dollars for abortion, except in 
cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. In response, Republican lawmakers are advancing a 
proposed amendment that would declare there is no constitutional right to an abortion in Pennsylvania or 
to public funding for an abortion.

___
RHODE ISLAND
Political control: Democrats who control Rhode Island’s General Assembly support access to abortion, as 

does the Democratic governor.
Background: Rhode Island’s governor signed legislation in 2019 to enshrine abortion protections in case the 

U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. The law says the state will not restrict the right to an abortion 
prior to fetal viability or after if necessary to protect the health or life of the pregnant woman. It repealed 
older laws deemed unconstitutional by the courts. The Rhode Island Supreme Court upheld the 2019 law in 
May, two days after the U.S. Supreme Court draft opinion was leaked suggesting that a majority of the justices 
were prepared to overturn Roe. Abortion opponents had argued the law violates the state constitution. In 
2020, 2,611 abortions were performed in Rhode Island, according to the state health department.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Rhode Island’s attorney general believes the 2019 Reproductive Privacy 
Act will continue to protect access to abortion. Planned Parenthood Votes! Rhode Island also said abortion 
remains legal because the right was codified in state law.

What’s next: Democratic Gov. Daniel McKee signed an executive order July 5 prohibiting state agencies from 
cooperating with other states’ investigations into people who travel to Rhode Island to seek abortions or 
health care providers that perform them. Two of McKee’s opponents in September’s Democratic primary 
for governor, Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea and Matt Brown, want state lawmakers to return for a special 
session to add abortion coverage to Rhode Island’s Medicaid program and to the insurance coverage for state 
employees. Legislative leaders said they will address abortion coverage next year.

___
SOUTH CAROLINA
Political control: South Carolina has a Republican governor, and its General Assembly is dominated by the 

GOP. However, the party doesn’t quite have the two-thirds majority in either chamber needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles or a veto if a Democrat wins the 2022 gubernatorial election.

Background: In 2021, South Carolina passed the “Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” that 
requires doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect fetal cardiac activity if they think a pregnant woman is 
at least eight weeks along. If they find cardiac activity, they can only perform an abortion if the woman’s life 
is in danger, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law is currently tied up in a federal lawsuit.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: After the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, a federal judge allowed 
the state to begin enforcing the 2021 law. Planned Parenthood said it would continue to perform abortions 
in South Carolina under the parameters of the new law. The group has also sued over the new restrictions, 
arguing they violate state constitutional rights to privacy and equal protection.

What’s next: The South Carolina General Assembly’s regular session ended in May, but Republican leaders 
had agreed they could return for a special session to take up more restrictive abortion bills if the Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. Wade. They have yet to announce a special session. Some Republican lawmakers 
have opposed a complete abortion ban, especially without exceptions for victims of rape and incest.

___
SOUTH DAKOTA
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in both Statehouse chambers. Republican Gov. Kristi 

Noem is up for reelection this year and has been an ardent opponent of abortion rights.
Background: South Dakota law bans abortions except if the life of the woman is at risk. The state had only 

one clinic that regularly provided abortions, a Planned Parenthood facility in Sioux Falls. The Legislature has 
worked over the years to make it more difficult for women to get abortions, passing mandatory waiting peri-
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ods and requiring them to review and sign paperwork that discourages them from ending their pregnancies.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: South Dakota’s trigger law immediately banned abortions except if the life 
of the pregnant woman is at risk.

What’s next: Noem has called for a special session to craft laws under the new legal landscape now that Roe 
v. Wade is overturned. She hasn’t commented on specific legislation, but lawmakers have floated proposals 
that would make it more difficult for women to seek an abortion out of state. However, South Dakota voters 
rejected outright bans in 2006 and 2008, and abortion rights advocates are preparing for a similar referendum 
on abortion access. The ban on abortions could eventually be challenged through a citizen-initiated ballot 
measure.

___
TENNESSEE
Political control: Tennessee has a Republican governor who is consistently vocal about his opposition to 

abortion. The GOP holds a supermajority in the General Assembly and has steadily chipped away at abortion 
access.

Background: In 2020, Tennessee passed a law banning most abortions when the fetal cardiac activity can 
be detected at about six weeks, before many women know they’re pregnant. The measure has never been 
enforced because it was promptly blocked by a federal court. On June 28, a federal appeals court let it take 
effect. Tennessee voters approved an amendment in 2014 declaring that the state’s constitution doesn’t pro-
tect or secure the right to abortion or require the funding of an abortion, and empowering state lawmakers 
to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding abortion.” State law also doesn’t allow providers to dispense 
abortion medications through telemedicine consultations. There are six abortion providers in Tennessee.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state’s attorney general, a Republican, has said a trigger law will go 
into effect in mid-August that bans all abortions in Tennessee except when necessary to prevent death or 
“serious risk of substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors could be charged 
with a felony for providing an abortion under the law.

What’s next: Tennessee’s attorney general has said the trigger law will take precedence over the 2020 
law banning most abortions at about six weeks. Meanwhile, Republicans are expected to continue to have 
supermajority control after this year’s midterm elections. Reproductive rights activists say they will direct 
patients seeking abortion to clinics in Illinois if Roe v. Wade is overturned, or to Florida, which would ban 
abortions at 15 weeks. North Carolina and Virginia also could be options for women in eastern Tennessee.

___
TEXAS
Political control: The GOP has commanding majorities in the Texas Legislature and has controlled every 

statewide office for nearly 30 years. Republican Gov. Greg Abbott is up for reelection in November and is 
favored to win a third term.

Background: Texas has given the nation a preview of the landscape of abortion access without the protec-
tions enshrined in Roe v. Wade. A new Texas law banning most abortions after about six weeks — before 
many women know they are pregnant — took effect in September and makes no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. Because of how Republicans wrote the law, which is enforceable only through lawsuits filed 
by private citizens against doctors or anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion, Texas has essentially 
outmaneuvered decades of Supreme Court precedent governing a women’s constitutional right to an abor-
tion. State data shows the number of abortions performed in Texas’ roughly two dozen clinics fell by half in 
the five months after the law came into effect compared to the same period a year earlier.

Effect of the Supreme Court ruling: The fall of Roe put in motion Texas’ trigger law that will ban virtually 
all abortions in the coming weeks. Clinics have tried to continue serving patients in the meantime, but a new 
round of court battles over whether a dormant 1925 abortion ban can be enforced for now has already stopped 
most doctors from performing abortions. Abortions soon will be allowed in Texas only when a mother’s life 
is in danger or if she is at risk of “substantial impairment of a major bodily function.”

What’s next: Many Texas women have already traveled out of state for abortions since the law took effect, 



Friday, July 22, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 015 ~ 32 of 83

Groton Daily Independent
but they would likely have to travel much farther now that Roe is overturned as more states outlaw abor-
tion. Some Republican lawmakers also want to punish companies that help their Texas-based employees 
get abortions elsewhere, although it’s unclear how much support that idea will have when the Legislature 
returns in 2023.

___
UTAH
Political control: Utah is deeply conservative and the Legislature is controlled by a Republican supermajority.
Background: The state has been restricting abortion for years and, after the Supreme Court ruling, moved 

to implement two new restrictions — a “trigger law” outlawing nearly all abortions upon Roe v. Wade being 
overturned and a ban on abortions after 18 weeks that was passed a year earlier.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The trigger law banning nearly all abortions became enforceable the evening 
of the Supreme Court ruling, after the legislative general counsel certified the ruling to lawmakers. It does 
have narrow exceptions for rape and incest if those crimes are reported to law enforcement, and for serious 
risk to the life or health of the mother, as well as confirmed lethal birth defects. The Planned Parenthood 
Association of Utah subsequently filed a lawsuit in state court arguing it violated the Utah Constitution. 
Meanwhile, legal challenges blocking the 18-week law based on Roe v. Wade were dismissed. That law took 
effect while courts weigh state constitutional challenges to its trigger law.

What’s next: A judge on July 11 put Utah’s trigger law banning most abortions on hold until Planned Parent-
hood’s lawsuit is decided. If it takes effect, performing an abortion would be a felony punishable by up to 15 
years in prison and a $10,000 fine. While the law is aimed primarily at providers, lawmakers have acknowl-
edged that a woman who self-administers an abortion, including through medication, could face charges.

VERMONT
Political control: The Vermont Legislature is controlled by Democrats, but Republican Gov. Phil Scott is a 

firm supporter of abortion rights.
Background: Vermont has a 2019 law guaranteeing the right to an abortion and voters will consider a proposal 

in November to amend the state constitution to protect abortion rights. Also in 2019, the Vermont Legisla-
ture began the process of amending the constitution to protect abortion rights, known as the Reproductive 
Liberty Amendment or Proposition 5. Vermont’s proposed amendment does not contain the word “abortion.” 
Proponents say that’s because it’s not meant to authorize only abortion but also would guarantee other 
reproductive rights such as the right to get pregnant or access birth control. Opponents say vague wording 
could have unintended consequences that could play out for years. Lawmakers approved the proposed 
amendment in February, leading the way for a statewide vote.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Vermont.
What’s next: Vermont voters will cast ballots in November to decide if the state will amend its constitution 

to protect abortion rights.
___
VIRGINIA
Political control: Virginia has a Republican governor who says he would support new state-level restrictions 

on abortion. Gov. Glenn Youngkin said that he will seek legislation to ban most abortions after 15 weeks. 
Youngkin told The Washington Post he has asked four antiabortion Republican lawmakers to draft the legisla-
tion. He told the Post that a cutoff at 20 weeks might be necessary to build consensus in the divided Virginia 
General Assembly, where Republicans control the House and Democrats control the Senate. Youngkin 
generally supports exceptions to abortion restrictions in cases of rape, incest or when the life of the mother 
is in danger.

Background: In recent years, when Democrats were in full control of state government, lawmakers rolled 
back abortion restrictions. They ended strict building code requirements on facilities where abortions are 
performed and did away with requirements that a patient seeking an abortion undergo a 24-hour waiting 
period and ultrasound. Advocates said the changes would make Virginia a haven for abortion access in the 
South. Republican victories in the November elections shook up the state’s political landscape, but Senate 
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Democrats defeated several measures that would have limited abortion access during the 2022 legislative 
session.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There was no immediate change to abortion laws in Virginia now that Roe 
v. Wade has been overturned. Some abortion providers expect to see an uptick in patients seeking care in 
Virginia from neighboring states with “trigger laws” that would ban abortion.

What’s next: The future of abortion access is Virginia is murky. Senate Democrats say they intend to continue 
blocking attempts to roll back abortion access, though they control the chamber by the narrowest possible 
margin and have one caucus member who personally opposes abortion and says he is open to new restric-
tions. Republicans also have a narrow hold on the House, with several moderate members. Every seat in 
the General Assembly will be on the ballot in 2023.

___
WASHINGTON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Washington Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. Another 

ballot measure approved by voters in 1991 declared a woman’s right to choose physician-performed abor-
tion prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe v. Wade 
was overturned. And in 2018, the Legislature passed a measure that would require Washington insurers 
offering maternity care to also cover elective abortions and contraception. Earlier this year, Gov. Jay Inslee 
signed a measure that grants specific statutory authorization for physician assistants, advanced registered 
nurse practitioners and other providers acting within their scope of practice to perform abortions. Supporters 
say the move is designed to help meet the demand from the potential influx of out-of-state patients. That 
same measure also prohibits legal action by Washington state against people seeking an abortion and those 
who aid them.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state “will use every available tool to protect and preserve Washing-
tonians’ fundamental right to choose, and protect the rights of anyone who wants to come here to access 
reproductive health care,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a Democrat. Data from the Washington state 
Department of Health from 2020 shows that of the 16,909 abortions performed in the state that year, 852 
involved non-residents. The majority of those people came from neighboring states such as Idaho and Oregon.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more non-resident patients will potentially seek care in 
Washington now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, but the increase will likely be in the thousands, 
said Jennifer Allen, CEO of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The state has more than 30 in-person 
abortion clinics, though the vast majority are in western Washington along the Interstate 5 corridor.

___
WEST VIRGINIA
Political control: West Virginia’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions. Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, opposes abortion access and has signed two anti-abortion laws 
since taking office in 2017.

Background: Before the Supreme Court ruling, West Virginia law banned abortion after the 20th week of 
pregnancy unless a patient’s life is in danger or they face “substantial and irreversible physical impairment of 
a major bodily function.” The state has several other abortion restrictions that include: requiring patients 
seeking abortions to wait 24 hours after undergoing legislatively mandated counseling that is designed to 
discourage a woman from ending a pregnancy; requiring minors to get parental permission; banning the use 
of telemedicine to administer a medication abortion; and prohibiting abortions on the grounds that the child 
will be born with a disability.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: West Virginia’s only abortion clinic announced after the Supreme Court’s 
ruling that it would immediately halt abortion services out of concern that staff could be prosecuted under 
a state law banning abortion that dates back to the 1800s. But Charleston-based Women’s Health Center of 
West Virginia changed course on July 19 and began making appointments for abortions again as litigation over 
the old law continued. Under that law, providers who perform abortions can face felony charges and three 
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to 10 years in prison, unless the abortion is conducted to save a patient’s life. The law makes no exceptions 
for rape or incest. In 2018, West Virginia voters approved a constitutional amendment to declare patients do 
not have the right to abortion and banning state funding for abortions.

What’s next: State officials have not said formally how the 19th century abortion ban will be enforced. 
Abortion is addressed in numerous West Virginia statutes, including the 20-week ban passed in 2015 that 
acknowledges the right to abortion access in the state. State Senate President Craig Blair and Speaker of 
the House Roger Hanshaw, both Republicans, said legislative attorneys are reviewing each statute on the 
books “to determine how they apply” in light of the high court’s decision. No lawmakers have commented 
on whether they intend to outlaw medication-induced abortion. The governor has said he will not hesitate 
to call the Legislature into a special session if the state’s abortion law needs to be clarified.

___
WISCONSIN
Political control: Wisconsin’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access to 

abortions, but the Democratic governor supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Wisconsin has allowed most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy to save the health or 

life of the mother. A woman seeking an abortion must meet with a counselor and doctor before obtaining an 
abortion and wait at least 24 hours before having it done. Anyone under age 18 must have an adult relative 
over age 25 with them to obtain an abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, it is presumed that a state law 
passed in 1849 making an abortion a felony offense could go into effect, and doctors have halted procedures. 
However, Wisconsin’s Democratic attorney general argues that the law is so old that it’s unenforceable. 
The language allows a woman to legally destroy her own fetus or embryo and grants immunity if an abortion 
is needed to save a woman’s life and is performed at a hospital. Another state law, passed in 1985, prohibits 
abortions performed after a fetus reaches viability -- when it could survive outside the womb -- conflicting 
with the 1849 ban.

What’s next: Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul filed a lawsuit June 28 against Republican leaders of the 
Legislature, arguing that the 1849 abortion ban conflicts with a 1985 law that prohibits abortion either after 
20 weeks or at the point of fetal viability. His lawsuit says the 1985 law should take precedence. Republican 
lawmakers are expected to attempt to clarify the 19th century law during next year’s legislative session to 
ensure a ban is in place, even as that issue is being argued in the courts. Lawmakers’ efforts would be stymied 
if Democratic Gov. Tony Evers wins reelection. Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, a Republican, said he supports a 
rape exception to an abortion ban, but also said the overturning of Roe could prompt Republican lawmakers 
to consider other reproductive issues, such as contraception.

___
WYOMING
Political control: Wyoming has one of the most Republican legislatures in the U.S. and a long tradition of 

libertarian-type if not always social or religious conservatism. That may be changing. In March, Republican 
Gov. Mark Gordon signed into law a bill that would ban abortion in nearly all instances should the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade.

Background: Current Wyoming law allows abortions up to when a fetus might be able to survive on its own 
outside its mother’s body. The law does not specify when that happens, but it is generally considered to be at 
around 23 weeks into pregnancy. Wyoming currently doesn’t allow abortions after then except to protect the 
mother from substantial risk to her life or health. Wyoming Republicans have traditionally taken a hands-off 
approach to abortion but have proven more willing to limit the practice lately. The number of Democrats 
in the Legislature has dwindled from 26 in 2010 to just nine out of 90 total seats now. A 2021 law requires 
physicians to provide lifesaving care to any aborted fetus born alive.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The new state law that bans abortion only provides exceptions in cases 
of rape or incest or to protect the mother’s life or health, not including psychological conditions. Though 
Wyoming has no abortion clinics, abortions still occur. Ninety-eight took place in Wyoming in 2021, according 
to state officials.
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What’s next: A planned women’s health clinic in Casper that would have been the only one offering abor-

tions in the state was on track to open in mid-June but an arson fire May 25 delayed those plans by around 
six months. Clinic founder Julie Burkhart that despite the ruling she still plans to open the clinic and will 
continue to seek legal means to keep abortion legal in Wyoming. Police continue to look for a suspect in the 
arson investigation, and have offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to an arrest.

Officials: Wildfire burning west of Oglala is 40% contained
OGLALA, S.D. (AP) — A wildfire that started earlier this week west of Oglala has burned about 11 square 

miles and is 40% contained, according to officials.
The fire began near Prairie Wind Casino on Tuesday evening and moved southeast.
Oglala Sioux president Kevin Killer says local groups from the tribe, such as the Emergency Management 

Department, focused on structural protection while the federal Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Wildland Fire Man-
agement focused on putting out the fire.

Two air tankers were dispatched to the area.
State fire meteorologist Darren Clabo said weather conditions, including 40 mph winds, high temperatures 

and low humidity, most likely contributed to the fire, South Dakota Public Broadcasting reported.
“Those are classic critical fire weather conditions when we have conditions like that,” he said.
There’s no word on what may have ignited the fire.
Six homes in the path of the fire were evacuated for a short time after the fire began. And, community 

shelters were temporarily opened for people displaced by the fire. No structural damage has been reported.
Clabo warned about the importance of being fire-aware, especially during hot, dry parts of the summer.
“I think folks have been lulled a little bit with the precipitation that we’ve gotten this spring, and then this 

intense heat that we’ve seen over the last two weeks has really allowed the fuels to cure and be receptive 
to fire,” he said.

Deal for Ukraine grain exports due to be sealed in Istanbul
ISTANBUL (AP) — Russia and Ukraine were expected to sign an agreement Friday that would allow Ukraine 

to resume grain shipments to world markets and Russia to export grain and fertilizers, ending a standoff that 
threatened world food security while the two countries are at war in Ukraine.

Ukrainian and Russian military delegations reached a tentative agreement last week on a United Nations 
plan that would enable Ukraine to export 22 million tons of desperately needed grain and other agricultural 
products that have been stuck in Black Sea ports due to the war.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan planned to oversee 
the signing of the agreement in Istanbul. Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and Ukraine’s infrastructure 
minister, Oleksandr Kubrakov, were the expected signatories, according to their governments.

Ukraine is one of the world’s largest exporters of wheat, corn and sunflower oil, but Russia’s invasion of 
the country and naval blockade of its ports have halted shipments. Some grain is being transported through 
Europe by rail, road and river, but the prices of vital commodities like wheat and barley have soared during 
the nearly five-month war.

The deal makes provisions for the safe passage of ships. It foresees the establishment of a control center 
in Istanbul, to be be staffed by U.N., Turkish, Russian and Ukrainian officials, to run and coordinate the pro-
cess, Turkish officials have said. Ships would underdo inspections to ensure that are not carrying weapons.

Guterres first raised the critical need to get Ukraine’s agricultural production and Russia’s grain and fertilizer 
back into world markets in late April during meetings with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv.

He proposed a package deal in early June amid fears that the war was endangering food supplies for many 
developing nations and could worsen hunger for up to 181 million people.

Russian and Ukrainian officials have blamed each other for the blocked grain shipments. Moscow accused 
Ukraine of failing to remove sea mines at the ports to allow safe shipping and insisted on its right to check 
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incoming ships for weapons. Ukraine has argued that Russia’s port blockade and launching of missiles from 
the Black Sea made any shipments unviable.

Ukraine has sought international guarantees that the Kremlin wouldn’t use the safe corridors to attack 
the Black Sea port of Odesa. Ukrainian authorities have also accused Russia of stealing grain from eastern 
Ukraine and deliberately shelling Ukrainian fields to set them on fire.

On Thursday evening, a spokesperson for Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry appeared to lay out Kyiv’s conditions 
for backing the plan.

Ukraine’s delegation “will support only those decisions that will guarantee the security of the southern 
regions of Ukraine, the strong position of the armed forces of Ukraine in the Black Sea and the safe export 
of Ukrainian agricultural products to world markets,” the spokesperson, Oleh Nikolenko, told reporters.

In Washington, State Department spokesman Ned Price said the U.S. welcomes the agreement in prin-
ciple. “But what we’re focusing on now is holding Russia accountable for implementing this agreement and 
for enabling Ukrainian grain to get to world markets. It has been for far too long that Russia has enacted this 
blockade,” Price said.

Judge says Prince Harry can sue UK govt over security plan
LONDON (AP) — Prince Harry can take the British government to court over his security arrangements in 

the U.K., a judge in London ruled Friday.
Harry and his wife Meghan lost publicly funded U.K. police protection when they stepped down as senior 

working royals and moved to North America in 2020. The prince wants to pay personally for police security 
when he comes to Britain, and is challenging the government’s refusal to permit it.

Judge Jonathan Swift ruled Friday that the case can go to a full hearing at the High Court in London. He 
refused some aspects of the challenge but said some grounds “give rise to an arguable case” that deserves 
a hearing.

The judge said “a conclusion at the permission stage that a case is arguable is some distance from a conclu-
sion that that the case will succeed at final hearing.”

A date has not been set for the case to be heard.
Harry and the former actress Meghan Markle married at Windsor Castle in 2019 but stepped down as work-

ing royals the following year, citing what they described as unbearable intrusions and racist attitudes of the 
British media.

Harry’s lawyers have said the prince is reluctant to bring the couple’s children — Archie, 3, and 1-year-old 
Lilibet — to his homeland because it is not safe.

Harry, also known as the Duke of Sussex, wants to be able to pay for the protection, saying his private se-
curity team in the U.S. doesn’t have adequate jurisdiction abroad or access to U.K. intelligence information.

His lawyers also say a February 2020 decision by the Executive Committee for the Protection of Royalty and 
Public Figures, removing his full royal security, was unreasonable because Harry was not allowed to make 
“informed representations beforehand.”

The British government says the committee’s decision was reasonable, and that it is not possible to pay 
privately for police protection.

School in east Ukraine hit by Russian strike, bodies found
By SUSIE BLANN Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrainian emergency workers recovered three bodies from a school hit by a Russian 

strike in the east of the country, officials said Friday, as attacks continued in several parts of the nation.
The reported casualties follow a barrage Thursday on a densely populated area of Ukraine’s second-largest 

city, Kharkiv, that killed at least three people and wounded 23 others.
In a rare sign of light, the signing was expected Friday of an accord that would allow Ukraine to resume its 

shipments of grain across the Black Sea and Russia to export grain and fertilizers.
Beyond that, however, there was no indication of relief from the grinding war. Russia this week has reit-
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erated its plans to seize territories beyond eastern Ukraine, where the Russian military has spent months 
trying to conquer the Donbas region.

The Ukrainian president’s office said that in Kramatorsk, in Donetsk province, Russian shelling destroyed a 
school and damaged 85 residential buildings.

Ukraine’s state emergencies agency said it has completed work at the school, which was hit on Thursday, 
and found three bodies.

“Russian strikes on schools and hospitals are very painful and reflect its true goal of reducing peaceful cities 
to ruins,” Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said in televised remarks, repeating his call on residents to evacuate.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Lt. Gen. Igor Konashenkov, however, said that the Russian strike had 
killed over 300 Ukrainian troops who used the building of School No. 23 in Kramatorsk as their base. He said 
another strike destroyed a munitions depot in the industrial zone of the southern city of Mykolaiv.

Konashenkov also said that Russian forces destroyed four HIMARS multiple rocket launchers supplied by 
the U.S. between July 5 and 20. The U.S. said it has supplied 12 HIMARS systems and will deliver four more. 
The claims could not be independently verified.

The Ukrainian military has used HIMARS, which have a higher range and better precision compared with 
similar Soviet-era systems in the Russian and Ukrainian inventory, to strike Russian munitions depots and 
other key targets.

In the Dnipro region of central Ukraine, three schools were destroyed in the latest Russian strikes, Ukrai-
nian authorities said. Seven Russian missiles hit the small town of Apostolove in the Dnipro region, wounding 
18 residents.

Regional governor Valentyn Reznichenko decried the “senseless” attack, saying that “there are no military 
goals behind it and this shelling could only be explained by their desire to keep people on edge and sow panic 
and fear.”

In other developments Friday:
— The British Defense Ministry said it believes that Russia is experiencing “critical shortages” of dedicated 

ground-attack missiles and has increased its use of air-defense missiles “in secondary ground attack mode” 
because of that. It said that Russia has “almost certainly” deployed S-300 and S-400 strategic air defense 
systems that are designed to shoot down aircraft and missiles at long range, and that there is a “high chance” 
of them missing their intended targets and causing civilian casualties.

Women climbers from Pakistan and Iran reach K2 summit
By MUNIR AHMED Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — A woman from Pakistan and another from Iran appear to be the first females from 

their countries to reach the top of K2, one of the world’s highest and most dangerous summits, a mountain-
eering official said Friday.

Samina Baig, a 32-year-old mountaineer from a remote northern village in Pakistan, hoisted her country’s 
green and white flag atop the peak of the 28,250 foot-high (8,610 meter) K2 mountain on Friday.

Iran’s Afsaneh Hesamifard, who according to Iranian media became only the third woman to reach the 
top of Mount Everest this past May, was hailed in Farsi-language posts on social media.

They were among several women to successfully reach K2’s peak on Friday, according to Karrar Haidri, 
chief officer of the Pakistan Alpine Club, which helps coordinate between climbers and the government in 
the event of an emergency, but also prior to and during the climbs. He said a second Pakistani female climber, 
Naila Kiyani, was among the team to reach the top of the mountain, but it appeared that Baig had arrived 
to its peak a few minutes earlier.

K2, on the Chinese-Pakistani border in the Karakorum Range, has one of the deadliest records with most 
people dying on the way down. Only a few hundred have successfully reached its summit. In contrast, Mount 
Everest has been summited more than 9,000 times.

Haidri said Afghan climber, Ali Akbar Sakki, died on Thursday due to a heart attack while attempting to 
scale K2 as part of the team of climbers who reached its summit Friday.

The mountain is considered extremely difficult to climb. Not only is it the second highest after Mount Ever-
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est, its ascent and descent are considered much more challenging that the world’s highest.

K2 is the coldest and windiest of climbs. At places along the route, climbers must navigate nearly sheer rock 
faces rising 80 degrees, while avoiding frequent and unpredictable avalanches.

The latest record comes a day after Nepalese climber Sanu Sherpa set a new mountaineering record for 
twice reaching the peak of each of the world’s 14 highest mountains.

Earlier this month, Pakistan’s military airlifted two Pakistani climbers, including the man who became the 
youngest to scale K2 to safety after the pair went missing during an expedition scaling Nanga Parbat, known as 
“Killer Mountain” because of its dangerous conditions.

Tomorrow’s ‘Top Gun’ might have drone wingman, use AI
By KELVIN CHAN AP Business Writer
FARNBOROUGH, England (AP) — Maverick’s next wingman could be a drone.
In the movies, fighter pilots are depicted as highly trained military aviators with the skills and experience 

to defeat adversaries in thrilling aerial dogfights.
New technologies, though, are set to redefine what it means to be a “Top Gun,” as algorithms, data and 

machines take on a bigger role in the cockpit — changes hinted at in “Top Gun: Maverick.”
“A lot of people talk about, you know, the way of the future, possibly taking the pilot out of the aircraft,” 

said 1st Lt. Walker Gall, an F-35 pilot with the U.S. 48th Fighter Wing based at RAF Lakenheath in England. “That’s 
definitely not something that any of us look forward to.”

“I’d like to keep my job as long as possible, but I mean, it’s hard to argue with newer and newer technol-
ogy,” he said. “And if that’s the way of the future, that’s what it is. But I’m just here to enjoy it while I can.”

The future for fighter pilots was on display this week at the Farnborough International Airshow near Lon-
don, one of the world’s biggest aviation, defense and aerospace expos.

Defense contractors outlined how artificial intelligence and other technologies will be used in the newest 
warplanes as global military delegations browsed mockups of missiles, drones and fighter jets. At stake are 
many billions of dollars as countries update military fleets or pump up defense procurement budgets amid 
rising geopolitical tensions.

The original “Top Gun” movie released in 1986 follows Tom Cruise’s hot-shot Navy pilot, Pete “Maverick” 
Mitchell, through fighter weapons training school. In the sequel, an aging Maverick, now a test pilot, learns 
the top secret hypersonic plane he’s working on is being canceled so the funding can be used for a pilotless 
drone program.

It’s a debate that’s been playing out for years in the real world. Drones have been used extensively in the 
war between Russia and Ukraine and other modern conflicts, raising the question of just how much need 
there is for human pilots to fly expensive fighter jets and other aircraft — or whether unmanned aerial ve-
hicles could do the job.

At the Farnborough show, experts said the future of air warfare is likely to be manned and unmanned 
aircraft working together.

One day, fighter pilots will “have a drone aircraft that’s flying as a loyal wingman” under their control, said 
Jon Norman, a vice president at Raytheon Technologies Corp.’s missile and defense business.

Norman, a retired U.S. Air Force pilot, said he used to complain about drones controlled from the ground 
that got in his way when he was flying fighter jets.

The latest communications systems let fighters, drones and other aircraft talk to each other, he said.
Technology has already removed the need for a second person to sit in the backseat to work the radar — a 

role portrayed in the original “Top Gun” movie by the character Goose.
It will continue to play a bigger role in the cockpit, Raytheon executives said. Artificial intelligence will 

analyze reams of data from sensors placed on planes, drones, the ground or missiles flying through the air 
to give pilots in the sky and commanders back at headquarters a better sense of the battlefield.

In future battles, AI might allow a pilot to send an armed drone close to an enemy position “and have them 
just fire at will,” Norman added.
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But it’s too soon to write an epitaph for the pilot.
“If we had had this conversation 20 years ago, almost everyone was certain that some (drones) would be 

serving in a combat aircraft replacement role. That simply hasn’t happened,” said Richard Aboulafia, manag-
ing director at consultancy AeroDynamic Advisory.

Nowadays, he said, drones mainly support manned military aircraft, which “allows them to get out there 
with a greater combat aircraft punch.”

There was speculation that the F-35 fighter, which went into operation in 2015, would be the last manned 
fighter jet, said Gareth Jennings, aviation editor at defense intelligence provider Janes. “But no one says that 
anymore.”

The F-35, built by Lockheed Martin Corp., is a stealthy fighter part of today’s generation of warplanes. There 
is a next generation of fighter jets in the concept stages offering even more high-tech advances, including 
potentially pilotless versions, but they won’t arrive before the next decade at the earliest.

Gall, who recently graduated from fighter pilot training school, said the F-35 is easy to fly and that technology 
would likely make its successors even easier. But he stressed that the fighter pilot’s role would remain intense.

Even if that role isn’t going away anytime soon, the Pentagon is working on transforming it.
The Air Combat Evolution program, run by the Pentagon’s DARPA research agency, is working on incorpo-

rating artificial intelligence into warfighting, including designing a plane that can fly itself in a dogfight.
The program has already carried out a live simulation of air combat, pitting a virtual plane piloted by an 

AI agent against a human pilot. If all goes well, researchers plan to carry out a live dogfight with AI-enabled 
planes by 2024.

Experts, though, are skeptical pilots will be eliminated from the cockpit in the near future.
“I don’t think we’ll be at the stage of not needing fighter pilots for a few decades yet,” said Jennings, the 

aviation editor. “Unmanned technology and the public willingness to accept not having a human in the loop 
are just not there, and won’t be for at least another 30 years or so.”

Rajapaksa ally named PM in Sri Lanka as protest site cleared
By KRISHAN FRANCIS, RAFIQ MAQBOOL and RISHI LEKHI Associated Press
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — A Rajapaksa political ally was appointed Sri Lanka’s prime minister Friday, hours 

after army troops and police forcefully cleared the main protest site occupied for months by demonstrators 
angry at the Rajapaksas over the country’s economic collapse.

The overnight raid occurred even though protesters had announced they would vacate the site on Friday 
voluntarily, and the U.N., U.S. and others denounced the heavy-handed force that was used. A lawyer said 
several protesters were hospitalized for injuries and that journalists and a lawyer were among people arrested.

Sri Lankans have taken to the streets for months demanding their leaders resign over an economic crisis 
that has left the island nation’s 22 million people short of essentials like medicine, food and fuel. Last week, 
the protests forced out former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, whose family has ruled Sri Lanka for most 
of the last two decades.

The prime minister he appointed in May to lead negotiations for a bailout of the bankrupt country succeeded 
him. Ranil Wickremesinghe was elected president by lawmakers, and he appointed as his own successor his 
school classmate Dinesh Gunawardena, who is 73 and from a prominent political family.

On Monday, when he was acting president, Wickremesinghe declared a state of emergency giving him the 
power to change or suspend laws and giving authorities broad power to search premises and detain people. 
On Friday, he issued a notice under the state of emergency calling out the armed forces to maintain law and 
order nationwide.

Before dawn, troops and police cleared the main protest camp near the presidential palace in the capital, 
Colombo, where demonstrators have gathered for the past 104 days. Army and police staff arrived in trucks 
and buses around midnight, removing tents and blocking roads leading to the site.

Security forces were seen beating up at least two journalists. At least two lawyers also were assaulted 
when they went to the protest site to offer their counsel, said the Bar Association of Sri Lanka, the main 
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lawyers’ body in the country.

Some protesters were badly injured and some protesters and lawyers were arrested, said Harshani Siri-
wardana, a lawyer and a protester.

The Bar Association called for a halt to the “unjustified and disproportionate actions” of armed forces 
targeting civilians. It called on Wickremesinghe to ensure he and his government respected the rule of law 
and citizens’ rights.

“The use of the Armed Forces to suppress civilian protests on the very first day in office of the new President 
is despicable and will have serious consequences on our country’s social, economic and political stability,” 
the association said in its statement.

The leader of the political opposition, Sajith Premadasa, tweeted, “A cowardly assault against PEACEFUL 
protestors, who agreed to vacate the sites today; A useless display of ego and brute force putting innocent 
lives at risk & endangers Sri Lanka’s international image, at a critical juncture.”

Hanaa Singer-Hamdy, the U.N. resident coordinator to Sri Lanka, expressed grave concern over the use 
of force and said journalists and human rights defenders should not be impeded when they monitor demon-
strations. “Actions that stifle protests and the right to peaceful assembly can worsen economic and political 
instability in Sri Lanka,” Singer-Hamdy said.

U.S. Ambassador Julie Chung also expressed concern. “We urge restraint by authorities and immediate 
access to medical attention for those injured,” she said in a tweet.

Heavy security was present outside the president’s office at midday.
Earlier this week, Wickremesinghe said bailout talks with the International Monetary Fund were near a 

conclusion and talks on help from other countries had also progressed. He also said the government has 
taken steps to resolve shortages of fuel and cooking gas.

Even after restoring order and installing a new government, the outlook for reaching agreement on a bailout 
remains unclear. The head of the IMF, Kristalina Georgieva, told the Japanese financial magazine Nikkei Asia 
this week that the fund hopes for a deal “as quickly as possible.”

But Wickremesinghe said earlier this month that the task was proving difficult because Sri Lanka is effec-
tively bankrupt.

Lee Zeldin, GOP nominee for NY governor, assaulted at rally
By MICHELLE L. PRICE Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. Rep. Lee Zeldin, the Republican candidate for New York governor, was assaulted 

by a man who apparently tried to stab him at an upstate event Thursday but the congressman escaped 
serious injury.

“I’m OK,” Zeldin said in a statement. “Fortunately, I was able to grab his wrist and stop him for a few mo-
ments until others tackled him.”

Zeldin’s campaign said the attacker was taken into custody and the congressman continued his speech. He 
is challenging incumbent Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul this November.

The attacker climbed onto a low stage where the congressman spoke to a crowd of dozens outside Roch-
ester, flanked by bales of hay and American flags. A video posted on Twitter shows the two falling to the 
ground as other people try to intervene.

Among those who helped to subdue the attacker was Zeldin’s running mate, former New York Police 
Department Deputy Inspector Alison Esposito, said state GOP Chair Nick Langworthy.

Langworthy told The Associated Press that he didn’t have any details on the attacker or his weapon but 
exchanged text messages with Zeldin afterward while the congressman was speaking to police.

“He is fine. He’s not seriously injured. It’s just a chaotic scene there,” Langworthy said. He said Zeldin had 
“just a little scrape” but it wasn’t what anyone would consider an injury.

In a statement, Hochul condemned the attack and said she was “relieved to hear that Congressman Zeldin 
was not injured and that the suspect is in custody.”

Deputy Brendan Hurley, the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office spokesperson, gave a statement to the Roch-
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ester Democrat and Chronicle that said the office “is aware of an incident at the speech of gubernatorial 
candidate Zeldin this evening. A suspect is in custody and Major Crimes is investigating.”

Messages seeking information from the Monroe County District Attorney’s Office were not immediately 
returned, and phone messages were left with the county’s emergency dispatch.

Langworthy called on Hochul to issue a security detail for Zeldin to protect him on the campaign trail.
“This could have gone a lot worse. This could have really ended in a horrible way tonight and this is unac-

ceptable,” he said.
Hochul’s press secretary Avi Small referred questions about providing Zeldin with a security detail to New 

York state police.
Zeldin, an Army Reserve lieutenant colonel who has represented eastern Long Island in Congress since 

2015, is a staunch ally of former President Donald Trump and was among the Republicans in Congress who 
voted against certifying the 2020 election results.

He has focused his campaign on fighting crime but faces an uphill battle against Hochul. He’ll need to persuade 
independent voters — which outnumber Republicans in the state — as well as Democrats in order to win 
the general election.

Democrats are expected to focus on Zeldin’s vocal defense of Trump during both of his impeachments and 
objection to the election results.

A new Libyan force emerges, accused of abusing migrants
By SAMY MAGDY Associated Press
CAIRO (AP) — The Moroccan man had been stopped before at sea in his multiple attempts to cross the 

Mediterranean from Libya to Europe. But his most recent time was different. The Libyan force that inter-
cepted the boat full of some 50 migrants was more brutal.

The armed men beat and humiliated the migrants, he recalled. They were then taken to a detention facility 
where for months and weeks they were severely beaten, abused and tortured. He said he was repeatedly 
beaten with rifle butts and whipped with rubber hoses.

Badges on their uniform showed the affiliation of the gunmen, he said: the Stabilization Support Authority.
The SSA, an umbrella group of militias, has risen to become one of the main forces carrying out Libya’s 

European Union-aided effort to stop migrants from crossing to European shores. Though migrants have long 
been brutalized in Libya, rights groups and former detainees say the abuse is taking on a more organized and 
dangerous nature under this feared new body. And officials say it also is benefiting from EU support.

The SSA has come to rival in strength the official anti-migrant agencies like the coast guard and navy. But 
unlike them, it reports directly to Libya’s Tripoli-based presidential council and is not subject to EU and U.N. 
scrutiny intended to prevent rights abuses.

More than a dozen migrants interviewed by the Associated Press told of how they were brutalized by the 
SSA while being held in its detention facility in the town of Maya on Tripoli’s western outskirts. The migrants, 
fearing retaliation, spoke on condition of anonymity or that they be identified only by their first names. They 
were all trying to get out of Libya.

“All I want is to leave this hell,” said Rabei, a 32-year-old Egyptian from a Nile Delta province, describing his 
feelings before his release earlier this year. He described repeatedly seeing guards beat migrants into uncon-
sciousness, then drag them away. He doesn’t know whether any of them are still alive.

The Stabilization Support Authority did not respond calls and messages from the AP seeking comment. 
Previously, the group and the Tripoli-based government dismissed allegations of abuses against migrants  in 
statements following a report by the rights group Amnesty International.

Hundreds of thousands of migrants from North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East move 
through Libya trying to reach Europe. For years, Libyan militias have been notorious for involvement in hu-
man trafficking and for detaining migrants, abusing them and extorting money from them.

Most notorious is the SSA’s detention center, set up in a complex that was once a state-run factory in the 
town of Maya. U.N. agencies and other groups working on migrants have no access to the site, according to 
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spokeswoman for the International Organization for Migration, Safa Msehli.

Up to 1,800 migrants have been held there since its creation, Libya Crimes Watch estimates. Women and 
children among the detainees are held in a separate part of the prison, the group said.

Libya Crimes Watch and Amnesty International separately documented rampant abuses at Maya prison, 
including torture, rape, forced labor and forced prostitution, as well as severe overcrowding and lack of food 
and water.

Ramadan, an Egyptian recently released from Maya, recalled how one young Moroccan was severely beaten 
after being caught trying to escape. For a week, he was left in the cell, bleeding and his wounds festering as 
other migrants pleaded with guards to take him to a hospital.

Finally, the guards dragged him away. “He was still alive. We don’t know what happened to him,” Ramadan 
said.

Torn by civil war since 2011, Libya is divided between rival governments in the east and west, each backed 
by international patrons and innumerable armed militias on the ground.

In a bid to stem the flow of migrants, the European Union has given the government in Tripoli more than 
$500 million since 2015. The funds are intended to beef up Libya’s coast guard, reinforce Libya’s southern 
border and improve conditions for migrants in detention centers run by the Interior Ministry.

The EU and the U.N. are supposed to monitor the detention facilities to ensure migrants are properly 
treated. In reality, abuses have been rampant.

The SSA is not subject even to that nominal level of monitoring. It was created in January 2021 and rec-
ognized by the Tripoli-based government of the time, which mandated it to carry out a number of security 
tasks — including preventing illegal migration.

It is led by Abdel-Ghani al-Kikli, an infamous warlord known as “Gheniwa” who is accused by Amnesty In-
ternational of war crimes and other serious rights violations over the past decade.

It is still funded by the Tripoli government, now headed by Prime Minister Abdelhamid Dbeibah, one of 
Libya’s two rival administrations claiming to govern. In 2021, the government allocated the equivalent of 
around $9 million for the alliance. It has also given the SSA ad hoc payments, most recently one in February 
amounting to the equivalent of $28 million, according to government officials and Amnesty International.

A former head of the coast guard said the SSA indirectly draws money from the funds given by the Euro-
pean Union. He and other officials spoke on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal. EU officials did not 
respond the AP requests for comment on the SSA.

The group’s operations are intermingled with the coast guard, officials from the navy and coast guard said. 
In the western town of Zawiya, for example, the coast guard unit “virtually belongs to them. It’s a separate 
unit in name only,” one navy official said.

SSA vessels are maintained by the navy, which benefits from the EU funds, another naval official said. He 
said that the SSA has also become involved in the continual coordination between Libyan naval authorities 
and the European border agency, Frontex.

In several cases, its fighters have shot and killed migrants at sea during interceptions of boats.
Two Egyptian migrants died earlier this year in Maya prison, according to migrants and activists. A report by 

U.N. experts documented torture and abuse at the Maya prison and said at least three people were abused 
to death as of December 2021. The report said the prison’s chief, Mohamed al-Kabouti, was personally 
involved in beating detainees.

“They keep beating you for hours, with anything they have -- clubs, rifle butts, iron bars. Or a few of them 
just keep hammering at you with kicks and punches and rifle butts,” recalled Rabei, the Egyptian migrant, who 
was held for three months until he could pay around $650 in ransom. “Eventually you just wish you were 
dead from all the beating.”

El-Sayed, a Moroccan once held at Maya, described how he was repeatedly tortured and beaten with plastic 
hoses and electricity wires. The guards forced him to call his family to send money to secure his release. His 
relatives eventually scraped together 1,100 euros to buy his freedom.

“If you have money, you can secure your life, if you don’t you will stay forever,” he said.
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EXPLAINER: What’s behind Europe’s spate of deadly wildfires?

By BARRY HATTON Associated Press
LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Major wildfires in Europe are starting earlier in the year, becoming more frequent, 

doing more damage and getting harder to stop.
And, scientists say, they’re probably going to get worse as climate change intensifies unless countermea-

sures are taken.
A mass migration of Europeans from the countryside to cities in recent decades has left neglected woodland 

at the mercy of the droughts and heat waves that are increasingly common amid global warming. One tiny 
spark can unleash an inferno.

Fighting forest fires in Europe has never been so hard. Here’s why:
___
WHAT’S CAUSING EUROPE’S WILDFIRES?
The continent’s so-called rural exodus since the second half of the last century, as Europeans moved to 

cities in search of a better life, has left significant areas of countryside neglected and vulnerable.
Woodland is littered with combustible material, says Johann Goldammer, head of the Global Fire Moni-

toring Center, an advisory body to the United Nations. That includes things like dead tree trunks and fallen 
branches, dead leaves and desiccated grass.

“This is why we have unprecedented wildfire risk: because never before in history — say, the last 1,000 or 
2,000 years — has there been so much flammable material around,” he said.

He adds: “The landscape is getting explosive.”
Carelessness with naked flames is often enough to ignite a wildfire. In Portugal, where more than 100 people 

died in wildfires in 2017, authorities say 62% of outbreaks stem from farming activities such as burning stubble.
___
IS GLOBAL WARMING A FACTOR IN THE WILDFIRES?
Climate change has added a scary new dimension to wildfires and made them more menacing.
That is especially true in southern Europe, where the increasing occurrence of fire weather conditions — 

high temperatures, drought and high winds — make summer wildfires “the new norm,” says Friederike Otto, 
Senior Lecturer in Climate Science at the Grantham Institute for Climate Change at Imperial College London.

The European Union noted this month that over the past five years the bloc has witnessed its most intense 
wildfires on record and that the continent’s current drought could become its worst ever. The Mediterranean 
region is warming 20% faster than the global average, according to the U.N..

EU fire statistics bear witness to the problem. The amount of burned European countryside has more than 
tripled this year, with almost 450,000 hectares charred through July 16, compared with a 2006-2021 average 
of 110,000 hectares in those same months.

By that same date, Europe had witnessed almost 1,900 wildfires compared with an average of 470 for the 
2006-2021 period.

___
ARE WILDFIRES DIFFERENT NOW?
The droughts and heat waves tied to climate change have made wildfires harder to fight, as conditions 

make it easier for them to spread quickly. Scientists say climate change will continue to make weather more 
extreme and wildfires more frequent and destructive.

That includes instances of so-called “megafires” — blazes so big they are virtually unstoppable.
Spain’s wildfire problems this year began with the arrival in spring of the country’s earliest heat wave in 

two decades. Temperatures rose above 40 C (104 F) in many Spanish cities — levels traditionally seen in high 
summer.

Neighboring Portugal also saw its warmest May in nine decades, when 97% of the land was classified as 
being in severe drought. In France, it was the hottest May on record.

“We will not be able to completely prevent wildfires,” says Otto of Imperial College. “We have to learn to 
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live with this.”

___
HOW DO WE COEXIST WITH MORE WILDFIRES?
Scientists say there is no need to lose hope, despite the images of terrifying walls of flame and overwhelmed 

fire services.
“This is not an act of god,” Otto says of the more frequent wildfires. “This is, to a large degree, our doing and 

we have quite a lot of (power) to do something about it.”
Things we can do to adapt include putting an end to the burning of fossil fuels and educating people about 

global warming, she says.
Forest management also needs to be reviewed, says Amila Meskin, a policy adviser at the Brussels-based 

European State Forest Association, which represents governments’ forest companies, enterprises and agen-
cies in 25 European countries.

Projects such as water retention schemes, mixing forest species and the restoration of peat lands are al-
ready happening in some places.

The effects are unlikely to be seen soon, however. Short-term planning in forestry can stretch over 50 
years, and fundamental change will take decades.

More broadly, Meskin sees a general lack of interest in rural jobs and notes that forestry is not a fashionable 
business. Those sentiments need to be reversed, but that’s a big ask.

Maybe, she says, the shock of the wildfires will generate renewed public interest in forest care.
“It’s a very emotional thing to see forests burn,” Meskin said. “It’s such a sad, sad, sad situation.”

Jan. 6: Trump spurned aides’ pleas to call off Capitol mob
By LISA MASCARO, FARNOUSH AMIRI and ERIC TUCKER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Despite desperate pleas from aides, allies, a Republican congressional leader and 

even his family, Donald Trump refused to call off the Jan. 6 mob attack on the Capitol, instead “pouring 
gasoline on the fire” by aggressively tweeting his false claims of a stolen election and celebrating his crowd of 
supporters as “very special,” the House investigating committee showed Thursday night.

The next day, he declared anew, “I don’t want to say the election is over.” That was in a previously un-
aired outtake of an address to the nation he was to give, shown at the prime-time hearing of the committee.

The panel documented how for some 187 minutes, from the time Trump left a rally stage sending his sup-
porters to the Capitol to the time he ultimately appeared in the Rose Garden video that day, nothing could 
compel the defeated president to act. Instead, he watched the violence unfold on TV.

“President Trump didn’t fail to act,” said Rep. Adam Kinzinger, a fellow Republican but frequent Trump critic 
who flew combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. “He chose not to act.”

After months of work and weeks of hearings, the prime-time session started the way the committee began 
— laying blame for the deadly attack on Trump himself for summoning the mob to Washington and sending 
them to Capitol Hill.

The defeated president turned his supporters’ “love of country into a weapon,” said the panel’s Republican 
vice chair Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming.

Far from finishing its work after Thursday’s hearing, probably the last of the summer, the panel will start up 
again in September as more witnesses and information emerge. Cheney said “the dam has begun to break” 
on revealing what happened that fateful day, at the White House as well as in the violence at the Capitol.

“Donald Trump made a purposeful choice to violate his oath of office,” Cheney declared.
“Every American must consider this: Can a president who is willing to make the choices Donald Trump made 

during the violence of Jan. 6 ever be trusted in any position of authority in our great nation?” she asked.
Trump, who is considering another White House run, dismissed the committee as a “Kangaroo court,” and 

name-called the panel and witnesses for “many lies and misrepresentations.”
Plunging into its second prime-time hearing on the Capitol attack, the committee aimed to show a “minute 

by minute” accounting of Trump’s actions with new testimony, including from two White House aides, never-
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before-heard security radio transmissions of Secret Service officers fearing for their lives and behind-the-
scenes discussions at the White House.

With the Capitol siege raging, Trump was “giving the green light” to his supporters by tweeting condemnation 
of Vice President Mike Pence’s refusal to go along with his plan to stop the certification of Joe Biden’s victory, 
a former White House aide told the committee.

Two aides resigned on the spot.
“I thought that Jan. 6 2021, was one of the darkest days in our nation’s history,” Sarah Matthews told the 

panel. “And President Trump was treating it as a celebratory occasion. So it just further cemented my deci-
sion to resign.”

The committee played audio of Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, reacting with sur-
prise to the president’s inaction during the attack.

“You’re the commander-in-chief. You’ve got an assault going on on the Capitol of the United States of 
America. And there’s Nothing? No call? Nothing, Zero?” he said.

On Jan. 6, an irate Trump demanded to be taken to the Capitol after his supporters had stormed the build-
ing, well aware of the deadly attack, but his security team refused.

“Within 15 minutes of leaving the stage, President Trump knew that the Capitol was besieged and under 
attack,” said Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va.

At the Capitol, the mob was chanting “Hang Mike Pence,” testified Matt Pottinger, the former deputy national 
security adviser, as Trump tweeted his condemnation of his vice president.

Pottinger, testifying Thursday, said that when he saw Trump’s tweet he immediately decided to resign, as 
did Matthews, who said she was a lifelong Republican but could not go along with what was going on. She was 
the witness who called the tweet “a green light” and “pouring gasoline on the fire.”

Meanwhile, recordings of Secret Service radio transmissions revealed agents at the Capitol trying to whisk 
Pence to safety amid the mayhem and asking for messages to be relayed telling their own families goodbye.

The panel showed previously unseen testimony from the president’s son, Donald Trump, Jr., with a text 
message to his father’s chief of staff Mark Meadows urging the president to call off the mob.

Trump son-in-law Jared Kushner also testified in a recorded video of a “scared” GOP Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy calling him for help.

And in a gripping moment, the panel showed Trump refusing to deliver a speech the next day declaring the 
election was over, despite his daughter, Ivanka Trump, heard off camera, encouraging him to read the script.

“The president’s words matter,” said Luria, D-Va., a former Naval officer on the panel. “We know that many 
of the rioters were listening to President Trump.”

Luria said the panel had received testimony confirming the powerful previous account of former White 
House aide Cassidy Hutchinson of an altercation involving Trump as he insisted the Secret Service drive him 
to the Capitol.

Among the witnesses testifying Thursday in a recorded video was retired District of Columbia Metropolitan 
Police Department Sgt. Mark Robinson who told the committee that Trump was well aware of the number 
of weapons in the crowd of his supporters but wanted to go regardless.

“The only description that I received was that the president was upset, and that he was adamant about 
going to the Capitol and that there was a heated discussion about that,” Robinson said.

Chairman Bennie Thompson, appearing virtually as he self-isolates with COVID-19, opened Thursday’s 
hearing saying Trump as president did “everything in his power to overturn the election” he lost to Joe Biden, 
including before and during the deadly Capitol attack.

“He lied, he bullied, he betrayed his oath,” charged Thompson, D-Miss.
“Our investigation goes forward,” said Thompson. “There needs to be accountability.”
The hearing room was packed, including with several police officers who fought off the mob that day, and 

the family of one officer who died the day after the attack.
While the committee cannot make criminal charges, the Justice Department is monitoring its work.
So far, more than 840 people have been charged with federal crimes related to the Capitol riot. Over 330 
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of them have pleaded guilty, mostly to misdemeanors. Of the more than 200 defendants to be sentenced, 
approximately 100 received terms of imprisonment.

No former president has ever been federally prosecuted by the Justice Department.
Attorney General Merrick Garland said Wednesday that Jan. 6 is “the most wide-ranging investigation and 

the most important investigation that the Justice Department has ever entered into.”
Five people died that day as Trump supporters battled the police in gory hand-to-hand combat to storm 

the Capitol. One officer has testified that she was “slipping in other people’s blood” as they tried to hold back 
the mob. One Trump supporter was shot and killed by police.

Jan. 6 takeaways: White House in chaos, unmovable Trump
By MARY CLARE JALONICK Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House Jan. 6 committee closed out its set of summer hearings with its most 

detailed focus yet on the investigation’s main target: former President Donald Trump.
The panel on Thursday examined Trump’s actions on Jan. 6, 2021, as hundreds of his supporters broke 

into the U.S. Capitol, guiding viewers minute-by-minute through the deadly afternoon to show how long it 
took for the former president to call off the rioters. The panel focused on 187 minutes that day, between 
the end of Trump’s speech calling for supporters to march to the Capitol at 1:10 p.m. and a video he released 
at 4:17 p.m. telling the rioters they were “very special” but they had to go home.

Trump was “the only person in the world who could call off the mob,” but he refused to do so for several 
hours, said the committee’s chairman, Mississippi Rep. Bennie Thompson, who participated in the hearing 
remotely due to a COVID-19 diagnosis. “He could not be moved.”

THE WHITE HOUSE DINING ROOM
The panel emphasized where Trump was as the violence unfolded — in a White House dining room, sitting 

at the head of the table, watching the violent breach of the Capitol on Fox News. He retreated to the din-
ing room at 1:25 p.m., according to Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., one of two members who led the hearing. That 
was after some rioters had already breached barriers around the Capitol — and after Trump had been told 
about the violence within 15 minutes of returning to the White House.

Fox News was showing live shots of the rioters pushing past police, Luria said, showing excerpts of the 
coverage.

In video testimony played at the hearing, former White House aides talked about their frantic efforts to 
get the president to tell his supporters to turn around. Pat Cipollone, Trump’s top White House lawyer, told 
the panel that multiple aides — including Trump’s daughter, Ivanka Trump — advised the president to say 
something. “People need to be told” to leave, Cipollone recalled telling the president, urging Trump to make 
a public announcement. “Fast.”

Trump “could not be moved,” Thompson said, “to rise from his dining room table and walk the few steps 
down the White House hallway into the press briefing room where cameras were anxiously and desperately 
waiting to carry his message to the armed and violent mob savagely beating and killing law enforcement of-
ficers.”

NO CALLS FOR HELP
As he sat in the White House, Trump made no efforts to call for increased law enforcement assistance 

at the Capitol. Witnesses confirmed that Trump did not call the defense secretary, the homeland security 
secretary or the attorney general.

The committee played audio of Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, reacting with surprise 
to the former president’s reaction to the attack. “You’re the commander-in-chief. You’ve got an assault going 
on on the Capitol of the United States of America. And there’s Nothing? No call? Nothing Zero?” Milley said.

As Trump declined to call for help, Vice President Mike Pence was hiding in the Capitol, just feet away from 
rioters who were about to breach the Senate chamber. The committee played audio from an unidentified 
White House security official who said Pence’s Secret Service agents “started to fear for their own lives” at 
the Capitol and called family members in case they didn’t survive.
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Shortly afterward, at 2:24 p.m., Trump tweeted that Pence didn’t have the “courage” to block or delay the 

election results as Congress was certifying Joe Biden’s presidential victory.
“He put a target on his own vice president’s back,” said Luria.
FORMER WHITE HOUSE AIDES
Matt Pottinger, who was Trump’s deputy national security adviser at the time, and Sarah Matthews, then 

the deputy press secretary, testified at the hearing. Both resigned from their White House jobs immediately 
after the insurrection.

Both Pottinger and Matthews told the committee of their disgust at Trump’s tweet about Pence.
Pottinger said he was “disturbed and worried to see that the president was attacking Vice President Pence 

for doing his constitutional duty,” which he said was “the opposite of what we needed at that moment.”
“That was the moment I decided I was going to resign,” Pottinger said.
Matthews said the tweet was “essentially him giving the green light to those people,” and said Trump’s 

supporters “truly latch on to every word and every tweet.”
She also described a debate within the press office about whether the violence should be condemned — and 

her frustration that such a debate was even happening, and that they were debating the politics of a tweet.
Matthews said she pointed to the television. “Do you think it looks like we are effing winning? Because I 

don’t think it does,” she said.
DESPERATE TEXTS
The committee showed some of the texts that were sent to Trump’s chief of staff, Mark Meadows, as 

White House aides tried to get the president to act. Meadows turned the texts over to the panel before he 
stopped cooperating.

“This is one you go to the mattresses on,” Donald Trump Jr., the president’s son, texted Meadows. “They 
will try to f--- his entire legacy on this if it gets worse.”

“Mark, he needs to stop this, now,” texted Mick Mulvaney, Meadows’ former GOP House colleague and 
the former director of the Office of Management and Budget.

“Hey Mark, the president needs to tell people in the Capitol to go home,” texted Fox News Channel host 
Laura Ingraham.

FINALLY, A VIDEO MESSAGE
As some of the worst of the fighting at the Capitol was still underway, and had been going on for hours, 

Trump put out the video at 4:17 p.m.
The committee showed video of Trump filming the statement, and a copy of the script that he ignored. “I 

am asking you to leave the Capitol Hill region NOW and go home in a peaceful way,” the script said.
But the president did not actually say that, instead repeating baseless claims of voter fraud without con-

demning the violence. “So go home. We love you. You’re very special,” Trump ended up saying. “I know how 
you feel.”

In video testimony, Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner said he got there as the filming ended, and “I think 
he was basically retiring for the day.”

The committee showed video from the Capitol siege at that exact moment — rioters trying to violently 
push through the main doors, battering officers who had been fighting for hours. Police radio traffic relayed, 
“Another officer unconscious.”

THE NEXT DAY
The committee showed never-before-seen outtakes of a speech prepared for Trump on Jan. 7 in which 

he was supposed to say the election was over. But he bristled at that line, telling a roomful of supporters, 
“I don’t want to say the election is over.”

In the outtakes, Trump was visibly angry — at one point hitting his hand on the podium — as he worked 
through the prepared remarks, with his daughter Ivanka and others heard chiming in with suggestions.

In the final video, Trump condemns the violence and says: “Congress has certified the results, and new 
administration will be inaugurated on January 20. My focus now turns to ensuring a smooth, orderly and 
seamless transition of power.”
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‘WE HAVE CONSIDERABLY MORE TO DO’
At the beginning of the hearing, Thompson and Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney, the committee’s Republican 

vice chair, announced that the panel would “reconvene” in September to continue laying out their findings.
“Doors have opened, new subpoenas have been issued and the dam has begun to break,” Cheney said of 

the committee’s probe. “We have considerably more to do. We have far more evidence to share with the 
American people and more to gather.”

Jan. 6 hearing dominates top TV networks — except one
By DAVID BAUDER AP Media Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — America’s top television networks on Thursday turned prime time over to a gripping 

account of former President Donald Trump’s actions during the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol — with 
one prominent exception.

The top-rated news network, Fox News Channel, stuck with its own lineup of commentators. Sean 
Hannity denounced the “show trial” elsewhere on TV just as he was featured in it, with the House’s Jan. 6 
committee examining his tweets to Trump administration figures.

Hannity aired a soundless snippet of committee members entering the hearing room as part of a lengthy 
monologue condemning the proceedings.

That was all Fox News Channel viewers saw of the hearing.
“It’s really just a cheap, selectively edited political ad,” Hannity told his viewers.
Meanwhile, ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS, CNN and MSNBC aired the second prime-time hearing, focusing on Trump’s 

real-time response to the riot. The committee said it was the last hearing until September.
“This very much sounded like a closing argument, certainly of this chapter of their investigation, and it was 

profound,” ABC News anchor David Muir said.
About 20 million people watched the first prime-time hearing on June 9, the Nielsen Company said. Gen-

erally, reaching that big an audience in mid-July would be a long shot, as it is the least-watched television 
month of the year.

Yet the seven daytime hearings have proven something of an oddity. Buoyed by strong word-of-mouth, the 
hearings grew in audience as they went along. CNN, for example, reached 1.5 million people for the second 
daytime hearing on June 16, and 2.6 million for the last one on June 12, Nielsen said.

Fox’s broadcast station in New York, which did not air last month’s prime-time hearing, showed the Thurs-
day night session.

There’s little interest at Fox News Channel, which televised the daytime hearings, although only up until 
the demarcation line of the network’s popular show “The Five.” Ratings show that roughly half the network’s 
audience flees when the hearings start, and return when they’re over.

That would be a much more serious problem in prime time, where Fox’s audience is more than double 
what it is during the day. Fox News Channel’s decision not to air the prime-time hearings is almost certainly a 
function of the demands of their audience and prime-time hosts, said Nicole Hemmer, an expert on conser-
vative media and author of the upcoming book “Partisans: The Conservative Revolutionaries Who Remade 
American Politics in the 1990s.”

“It creates an awkward situation when a host like Tucker Carlson tells his audience that the hearings are a 
debacle not worth their time, and then the network preempts his show to air them,” Hemmer said.

Carlson found plenty of things to talk about besides the hearing Thursday, including President Joe Biden’s 
COVID-19 diagnosis, a “meltdown” by liberals over the U.S. Supreme Court’s abortion decision, the failure of 
drug legalization, “climate crazies” and “trans-affirming” lessons in Los Angeles schools.

Hannity’s lead story was the “grand finale” of the Jan. 6 committee, although he didn’t show it — at least 
with the sound on.

He brought on guests like GOP Rep. Jim Banks of Indiana, who said that if the hearings have done anything, 
“they’ve exonerated President Trump and the people supporting him.”

Talk show host Mark Levin told Hannity the U.S. Justice Department is corrupt because “the Colbert 9 are 
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roaming free.” That’s a reference to federal prosecutors’ decision not to bring charges against nine people 
associated with CBS’ “Late Show with Stephen Colbert” who were arrested in a U.S. Capitol complex build-
ing last month.

While Hannity was on the air, the Jan. 6 committee showed tweets that Hannity and other Fox News per-
sonalities had sent to Trump administration officials, warning that the Capitol riot was making the president 
look bad.

In a closing statement, Rep. Liz Cheney, the committee’s vice chair, noted that most of its case against 
Trump has been made by Republicans. She ridiculed the notion that the committee’s findings would be much 
different if Republicans other than she and Rep. Adam Kinzinger were members.

“Do you really think that Bill Barr is such a delicate flower that he would wilt under cross-examination?” 
she said.

The Republicans watching Fox News Channel on Thursday night didn’t hear her.

Japan Cabinet sets Abe state funeral amid mixed public view
By MARI YAMAGUCHI Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s Cabinet on Friday formally decided to hold a state funeral on Sept. 27 for assas-

sinated former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe amid national debate over the plan, which some criticize as an 
attempt to glorify a divisive political figure.

Abe was gunned down earlier this month during a campaign speech in the western city of Nara, shocking 
a nation known for safety and strict gun control. The alleged gunman was arrested immediately after the 
shooting and is being detained for interrogation as authorities seek to formally press murder charges.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno said a state funeral is appropriate because of Abe’s “distinguished 
contributions” as the longest-serving Japanese leader and his “outstanding leadership and decisive actions” in 
broad areas including economic recovery, the promotion of diplomacy centered on the Japan-U.S. alliance, 
and reconstruction following the 2011 tsunami disaster.

Matsuno said the funeral will be a non-religious ceremony held at the Nippon Budokan, an arena originally 
built for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics that has since become a popular venue for sports, concerts and cultural 
events. The government also holds an annual memorial service on Aug. 15 marking Japan’s World War II 
defeat at the arena.

Foreign dignitaries will be invited to Abe’s state funeral, Matsuno said, though further details, including the 
estimated cost and number of attendees, are yet to be determined.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida last week announced plans for a state funeral that some see as a move to 
stabilize his grip on power by pleasing ultra-conservatives who backed Abe, who led the biggest party wing.

The plan has received a mixed reaction from opposition leaders and the public. Some oppose the use of 
tax money on the event, while others criticize Kishida’s governing party for politicizing Abe’s death to glorify 
him and attempt to end debate over his highly divisive legacy, including his hawkish diplomatic and security 
policies and revisionist stance on wartime history.

On Thursday, a civil group opposing plans for Abe’s state funeral submitted an injunction request asking 
the Tokyo District Court to suspend the Cabinet decision and budget for the event, saying a state-sponsored 
funeral without Parliament approval violates the constitutional right to freedom of belief.

Dozens of protesters stood outside the Prime Minister’s Office on Friday to oppose the Cabinet decision. 
An opposition leader, Mizuho Fukushima, said the decision was not based on public consensus, has no legal 
basis and should be scrapped.

Abe’s private funeral was already held at a Tokyo temple and attended by about 1,000 mourners, including 
lawmakers, business leaders and others.

Abe’s assassination shed a light on his and his party’s decades-long questionable links to the Unification 
Church.

The alleged assassin, Tetsuya Yamagami, 41, has told police that he killed Abe because of his links to a 
religious group that he hated. His reported accounts and other evidence suggest he was distressed because 
his mother’s massive donations to the church had bankrupted the family.
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White House tries to make Biden’s COVID a ‘teachable moment’

By WILL WEISSERT and CHRIS MEGERIAN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — For more than a year, President Joe Biden’s ability to avoid the coronavirus seemed 

to defy the odds. When he finally did test positive, the White House was ready. It set out to turn the diagnosis 
into a “teachable moment” and dispel any notion of a crisis.

“The president does what every other person in America does every day, which is he takes reasonable 
precautions against COVID but does his job,” White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain told MSNBC late in the 
afternoon on Thursday.

It was a day that began with Biden’s COVID-19 results and included repeated assurances over the coming 
hours that the president was hard at work while isolating in the residential areas of the White House with 
“very mild symptoms” including a runny nose, dry cough and fatigue.

Biden, in a blazer and Oxford shirt, recorded a video from the White House balcony telling people: “I’m 
doing well, getting a lot of work done. And, in the meantime, thanks for your concern. And keep the faith. 
It’s going to be OK.”

“Keeping busy!” he also tweeted.
On Friday, Biden was scheduled to meet virtually with his economic team and senior advisors to discuss 

congressional priorities.
It was all part of an administration effort to shift the narrative from a health scare to a display of Biden as 

the personification of the idea that most Americans can get COVID and recover without too much suffering 
and disruption if they’ve gotten their shots and taken other important steps to protect themselves.

The message was crafted to alleviate voters’ concerns about Biden’s health — at 79, he’s the oldest per-
son ever to be president. And it was aimed at demonstrating to the country that the pandemic is far less of 
a threat than it was before Biden took office, thanks to widespread vaccines and new therapeutic drugs.

Conveying that sentiment on Day 1 of Biden’s coronavirus experience virus wasn’t always easy, though.
In a lengthy briefing with reporters, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said repeatedly that the 

White House had been as transparent as possible about the president’s health. But she parried with report-
ers over specifics. And when pressed about where Biden might have contracted the virus, she responded, 
“I don’t think that that matters, right? I think what matters is we prepared for this moment.”

Jean-Pierre and White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha didn’t fully answer questions 
about whether Biden began isolating as soon as he started experiencing symptoms on Wednesday night, as 
federal guidelines suggest, or did so following his positive test the next day. Jha declined to speculate on 
some aspects of the president’s prognosis, characterizing the questions as hypotheticals.

Michael Osterholm, director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University 
of Minnesota, said it’s important for Americans to know they must remain careful about the virus, which 
continues to kill hundreds of people daily.

“That’s the balance that we have to strike,” Osterholm said. “The president of the United States will do 
very well. But that may not be true for everyone.”

Biden’s first-day symptoms were mild in large part because he’s fully vaccinated and boosted, according to 
a statement issued by his physician, Dr. Kevin O’Connor. The president also is taking Paxlovid, an antiviral 
drug designed to reduce the severity of the disease.

Jha said Biden’s case was being prioritized, meaning it will likely take less than a week for sequencing to 
determine which variant of the virus Biden contracted. Omicron’s highly contagious BA.5 sub-strain now 
makes up more than 65% of U.S. cases.

Jean-Pierre said first lady Jill Biden was in close contact with the president, but she declined to discuss 
others who also might have been exposed, citing privacy reasons. Biden had traveled to Massachusetts a 
day earlier to promote efforts to combat climate change and flew on Air Force One with several Democratic 
leaders, including Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren.

A White House official confirmed that Vice President Kamala Harris was also in close contact with Biden, 
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and Klain said he was too.

Klain, who called the president’s testing positive a “teachable moment” for the country, said the White 
House wasn’t aware of any positive COVID results that were linked to the president’s case.

During her briefing, Jean-Pierre bristled at suggestions the Biden administration wasn’t being much more 
forthcoming with information about the president’s illness than that of his predecessor, Donald Trump. The 
former president contracted COVID-19 in the fall of 2020, before vaccines were available, and was hospital-
ized at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center for three nights.

“I wholeheartedly disagree,” Jean-Pierre said of comparison. “We are doing this very differently — very 
differently — than the last administration.”

Asked about the possibility Biden might need to be hospitalized, Jha stressed that the president was “do-
ing well” and added that there were “obviously a lot of resources available here at the White House to take 
care of him.”

“Walter Reed is always on standby for presidents. That’s always an option,” he added. “That’s true whether 
the president had COVID or not.”

Leana Wen, a public health professor at George Washington University, said it was good for the White House 
to send the message that Biden can keep working even after testing positive.

“That shows that it’s business as usual,” Wren said.
Jean-Pierre’s predecessor, Jen Psaki, noted that White House officials have “been preparing for this prob-

ably for several months now, given the percentage of people in the country who have tested positive.”
“What they need to do over the next couple of days is show him working and show him still active and 

serving as president and I’m certain they’ll likely do that,” Psaki, who left her post as White House press 
secretary in May, said on MSNBC, where she’s becoming a commentator.

Biden plans to continue to isolate until he tests negative, the White House said.
Dr. Eric Topol, head of Scripps Research Translational Institute, said that could mean he’s “out of com-

mission from interacting with people for at least eight to 10 days.”
“This could go on easily for a couple of weeks, but the good thing is they are going to monitor him very 

carefully,” Topol said. “That is what we should be doing for everyone so that we don’t keep playing into the 
virus’ hands, causing more spread when it’s already hyper-spreadable.”

Monkeypox virus could become entrenched as new STD in the US
By MIKE STOBBE AP Medical Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — The spread of monkeypox in the U.S. could represent the dawn of a new sexually 

transmitted disease, though some health officials say the virus that causes pimple-like bumps might yet be 
contained before it gets firmly established.

Experts don’t agree on the likely path of the disease, with some fearing that it is becoming so widespread 
that it is on the verge of becoming an entrenched STD — like gonorrhea, herpes and HIV.

But no one’s really sure, and some say testing and vaccines can still stop the outbreak from taking root.
So far, more than 2,400 U.S. cases have been reported as part of an international outbreak that emerged 

two months ago.
Health officials are not sure how fast the virus has spread. They have only limited information about people 

who have been diagnosed, and they don’t know how many infected people might be spreading it unknowingly.
They also don’t know how well vaccines and treatments are working. One impediment: Federal health 

officials do not have the authority to collect and connect data on who has been infected and who has been 
vaccinated.

With such huge question marks, predictions about how big the U.S. outbreak will get this summer vary 
widely, from 13,000 to perhaps more than 10 times that number.

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said the government’s 
response is growing stronger every day and vaccine supplies will soon surge.

“I think we still have an opportunity to contain this,” Walensky told The Associated Press.
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Monkeypox is endemic in parts of Africa, where people have been infected through bites from rodents or 

small animals. It does not usually spread easily among people.
But this year more than 15,000 cases have been reported in countries that historically don’t see the dis-

ease. In the U.S. and Europe, the vast majority of infections have happened in men who have sex with men, 
though health officials have stressed that anyone can catch the virus.

It spreads mainly through skin-to-skin contact, but it can also be transmitted through linens used by some-
one with monkeypox. Although it’s been moving through the population like a sexually transmitted disease, 
officials have been watching for other types of spread that could expand the outbreak.

Symptoms include fever, body aches, chills, fatigue and the bumps on parts of the body. The illness has 
been relatively mild in many men, and no one has died in the U.S. But people can be contagious for weeks, 
and the lesions can be extremely painful.

When monkeypox emerged, there was reason to believe that public health officials could control it.
The tell-tale bumps should have made infections easy to identify. And because the virus spreads through 

close personal contact, officials thought they could reliably trace its spread by interviewing infected people 
and asking who they had been intimate with.

It didn’t turn out to be that easy.
With monkeypox so rare in the U.S., many infected men — and their doctors — may have attributed their 

rashes to some other cause.
Contact tracing was often stymied by infected men who said they did not know the names of all the people 

they had sex with. Some reported having multiple sexual interactions with strangers.
It didn’t help that local health departments, already burdened with COVID-19 and scores of other diseases, 

now had to find the resources to do intensive contact-tracing work on monkeypox, too.
Indeed, some local health officials have given up expecting much from contact tracing.
There was another reason to be optimistic: The U.S. government already had a vaccine. The two-dose regi-

men called Jynneos was licensed in the U.S. in 2019 and recommended last year as a tool against monkeypox.
When the outbreak was first identified in May, U.S. officials had only about 2,000 doses available. The 

government distributed them but limited the shots to people who were identified through public health 
investigations as being recently exposed to the virus.

Late last month, as more doses became available, the CDC began recommending that shots be offered to 
those who realize on their own that they could have been infected.

Demand has exceeded supply, with clinics in some cities rapidly running out of vaccine doses and health 
officials across the country saying said they don’t have enough.

That’s changing, Walensky said. As of this week, the government has distributed more than 191,000 doses, 
and it has 160,000 more ready to send. As many as 780,000 doses will become available as early as next week.

Once current demand is satisfied, the government will look at expanding vaccination efforts.
The CDC believes that 1.5 million U.S. men are considered at high risk for the infection.
Testing has also expanded. More than 70,000 people can be tested each week, far more than current 

demand, Walensky said. The government has also embarked on a campaign to educate doctors and gay and 
bisexual men about the disease, she added.

Donal Bisanzio, a researcher at RTI International, believes U.S. health officials will be able to contain the 
outbreak before it becomes endemic.

But he also said that won’t be the end of it. New bursts of cases will probably emerge as Americans become 
infected by people in other countries where monkeypox keeps circulating.

Walensky agrees that such a scenario is likely. “If it’s not contained all over the world, we are always at risk 
of having flare-ups” from travelers, she said.

Shawn Kiernan, of the Fairfax County Health Department in Virginia, said there is reason to be tentatively 
optimistic because so far the outbreak is concentrated in one group of people — men who have sex with men.

Spread of the virus into heterosexual people would be a “tipping point” that may occur before it’s widely 
recognized, said Kiernan, chief of the department’s communicable disease section.

Spillover into heterosexuals is just a matter of time, said Dr. Edward Hook III, emeritus professor of infec-
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tious diseases at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.

If monkeypox becomes an endemic sexually transmitted disease, it will be yet another challenge for health 
departments and doctors already struggling to keep up with existing STDs.

Such work has long been underfunded and understaffed, and a lot of it was simply put on hold during the 
pandemic. Kiernan said HIV and syphilis were prioritized, but work on common infections like chlamydia and 
gonorrhea amounted to “counting cases and that’s about it.”

For years, gonorrhea, chlamydia and syphilis cases have been rising.
“By and large,” Hook said, doctors “do a crummy job of taking sexual histories, of inquiring about and ac-

knowledging their patients are sexual beings.”

Deadly raid in Rio favela sparks police violence complaints
By DIARLEI RODRIGUES and DIANE JEANTET Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A raid of Rio de Janeiro’s largest complex of favelas that left at least 18 people 

dead has sparked renewed complaints of excessive police violence and ignited debate over how to handle 
crime ahead of state and presidential elections.

Rio authorities said 16 suspected criminals were killed in confrontations with police in Complexo do Alemao 
favela, or low-income community, along with a police officer and an woman. The raid targeted a criminal 
group that stole cars and robbed banks, and invaded nearby neighborhoods.

Videos circulating on social media showed intense shootouts between criminals as well as a police helicopter 
flying low over the small, brick houses. Rio’s police have used helicopters to shoot at targets, even in densely 
populated residential areas, and video showed shots being fired from the favela at the aircraft.

At the site of the raid, Associated Press reporters saw residents carrying about 10 bodies as bystanders 
shouted, “We want peace!”

“It’s a massacre inside, which police are calling an operation,” one woman told AP, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity because she feared reprisals from authorities. “They’re not letting us help (victims),” she 
added, saying she saw one man arrested for attempting to do so.

Ronaldo Oliveira, an investigator with Rio’s police force, said officials would have rather just made arrests 
of suspects “but unfortunately they chose to fire at our policemen.”

Rio state Gov. Cláudio Castro, who is running for reelection in October, said on Twitter he lamented the 
police officer’s death.

“I will continue to fight crime with all my strength. We will not back down from the mission of guaranteeing 
peace and security to the people of our state,” Castro said.

In another tweet, Castro said his main rival in the elections, leftist Marcelo Freixo, defends criminals who 
attack police, “such an important institution that makes us so proud.” Freixo responded that the governor 
“uses police to make politics.”

The government’s strategy for tackling violence and organized crime, an approach that regularly sees deadly 
police operations, has come under criticism. A raid in Rio’s Vila Cruzeiro favela in May killed more than 20 
people.

Brazil will also hold presidential elections in October with security a key issue and President Jair Bolsonaro 
touting a tough-on-crime approach.

“ENOUGH of this genocidal policy, governor!” Talíria Petrone, a federal lawmaker for Rio, said in response to 
the governor’s tweet. “This failed public security policy leaves residents and police on the ground, en masse. 
It’s no longer possible to keep piling up Black bodies and favela residents every day!”

Robert Muggah, co-founder of Igarapé Institute, a Rio de Janeiro-based think tank focused on security, said 
Thursday’s raid is “a symptom of failed leadership and an institutional culture that condones excessive force.”

“The killings resulting from large scale police operations is a grim reminder that militarized policing is not only 
ineffective, it is counterproductive,” Muggah said in a text message, adding those raids generate “extreme 
violence predominantly affecting low-income Black populations while also corroding the trust between resi-
dents and law enforcement.”
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Alemao is a complex of 13 favelas in northern Rio, home to about 70,000 people. Nearly three-quarters 

of them at Black or biracial, according to a July 2020 study published by the Brazilian Institute of Social and 
Economical Analyses.

Earlier this year, Brazil’s Supreme Court established a series of conditions for police to conduct raids in Rio’s 
favelas as a means to reduce police killings and human rights violations. The court ordered that lethal force 
be used only in situations in which all other means have been exhausted and when necessary to protect life.

The ruling came in response to a raid on the Jacarezinho favela in 2021 that resulted in 28 people being 
killed. As was the case Thursday, an officer died during that raid, which some speculated at the time was 
the cause for subsequent abuse and summary executions.

Thursday’s operation began before dawn and finished around 4 p.m. local time, police said. Nearly 400 police 
officers were involved, including Rio’s tactical police unit, according to the police statement.

In a video shared by Voz da Comunidade, a community news outlet focused on Rio’s favelas, residents can 
be seen calling for peace and waving white cloths from their windows and rooftops.

Fabrício Oliveira, one of the coordinators of the police raid, said authorities fear that Friday could be an-
other violent day at the Complexo do Alemao.

“Our experience has told us that after raids like these police are attacked in every way,” Oliveira said.
Human rights group Amnesty International said on Twitter that prosecutors must immediately investigate 

policemen involved in Thursday’s raid.
“WHO WILL STOP Gov. Cláudio Castro and his disastrous and rights violating public security policies in Rio de 

Janeiro,” the non-profit said. “Enough of so much brutality! THE FAVELA WANTS TO LIVE!”

Live updates | Lawmakers hold Trump ‘responsible’ for Jan. 6
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Latest on the hearing Thursday by the House committee investigating the 

Capitol riot (all times local):
10:35 p.m.
Members of the House committee investigating the Capitol riot are saying unequivocally that Donald Trump 

is to blame for the violence and they’re saying lawmakers will recommend ways to prevent another Jan. 6.
As the committee wrapped up its prime-time hearing Thursday, Democratic Rep. Elaine Luria of Virginia 

said “President Trump did not then and does not now have the character or courage to say to the American 
people what his own people know to be true. He is responsible for the attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6.”

And fellow committee member Adam Kinzinger, a Republican congressman from Illinois, said that “whatever 
your politics, whatever you think about the outcome of the election, we as Americans must all agree on this. 
Donald Trump’s conduct on Jan. 6 was a supreme violation of his oath of office and a complete dereliction 
of his duty to our nation. It is a stain on our history.”

Vice chair Liz Cheney, a Wyoming Republican, said Trump “made a purposeful choice to violate his oath of 
office, to ignore the ongoing violence against law enforcement, threatening our constitutional order.”

Kinzinger said it’s important that the committee recommend ways to prevent a future Jan. 6 because “the 
forces that Donald Trump ignited have not gone away.”

___
MORE ON THE COMMITTEE’S INVESTIGATION
— Rep. Luria, Kinzinger put careers on line in riot investigation
— Arizona GOP censures state House speaker after his Jan. 6 testimony
— Steve Bannon’s defense seeks acquittal then rests case
___
Follow AP’s coverage of the Capitol riot: https://apnews.com/hub/capitol-siege
___
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS
10:35 p.m.
The House committee investigating the Capitol riot has shown never-before-seen outtakes from a speech 
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prepared for then-President Donald Trump on Jan. 7, 2021, in which he was supposed to say that the elec-
tion he lost to Joe Biden was over.

But Trump is seen in the video as bristling at that line — that the 2020 election was in fact decided and over.
In a room of supporters that included his daughter Ivanka Trump, the president is heard saying, “I don’t 

want to say the election is over.”
The clips that were left on the cutting room floor show a president unwilling to admit defeat even hours 

after his supporters violently breached the Capitol to try to stop the electoral count in his name.
Trump is seen trying to take out several lines of the script he believed went too far.
In the outtakes, Trump is visibly angry. At one point he hits his hand on the podium -- as he works through 

the prepared remarks, with Ivanka Trump and others heard chiming in with suggestions.
___
10:20 p.m.
The Jan. 6 committee has depicted a chaotic and tumultuous Trump White House in the hours and days 

after the Capitol riot. Presidential aides and Cabinet members were resigning as a response to the attack and 
how the president acted.

Deputy national security adviser Matt Pottinger testified at a prime-time hearing Thursday that he told his 
boss, national security Robert O’Brien, that he was submitting his resignation on Jan. 6, 2021, but agreed to 
stay on until O’Brien could return to Washington. The next morning, on Jan. 7, Pottinger left the White House 
for the last time, he said.

Pottinger testified that he didn’t want to “leave his chair empty,” so he stayed through the night until he 
was able to handoff his national security duties to another staffer the next days.

Pottinger said he was concerned that foreign adversaries would see the chaos as an opportunity to test 
the U.S.

“I think it emboldened our enemies by having give ammunition to the narrative that our system of gov-
ernment doesn’t work,” he said.

___
10:05 p.m.
The Jan. 6 committee has shown part of a video statement prepared for Donald Trump to give from the 

White House Rose Garden as rioters raged at the Capitol. And he’s heard saying in the script of what he was 
supposed to follow: “I am asking you to leave the Capitol Hill region NOW and go home in a peaceful way.”

But the president didn’t actually say that. Instead he repeated baseless claims of voter fraud without 
condemning the violence by his supporters in Washington.

Trump said: “So go home. We love you. You’re very special.”
And: “I know how you feel.”
The committee showed the video to detail how the president deviated from what was written for him.
Sarah Matthews, a deputy press secretary, told the committee she was relieved that Trump ultimately 

told followers to go home but was also dismayed that he had repeated the “lie” that the election was stolen.
She testified: “To me, his refusal to act and call off the mob that day and his refusal to condemn the violence 

was indefensible.” Matthews decided that day to resign.
___
9:40 p.m.
The Jan. 6 committee has displayed text messages between Donald Trump Jr. and Mark Meadows, the 

White House chief of staff as the Capitol riot unfolded, to show there was pressure on the then-president 
take action to halt the violence by a mob of his supporters.

Donald Trump’s son implored Meadows to get the president to act in order to help preserve his legacy.
The younger Trump told Meadows that getting the president to condemn the violence was something to 

“go to the mattresses on.” Trump Jr. told the committee in a videotaped testimony that was a reference to 
a line from the movie “The Godfather” and it was shorthand for going “all in” on something.

Former White House press aide Sarah Matthews testified about the process before Trump finally tweeted 
for the mob to be peaceful. She said “there was a back and forth, going through different phrases that he 
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was comfortable with.”

Matthews said it was a suggestion by Ivanka Trump, the president’s daughter, to include the phrase “stay 
peaceful,” in the statement that got her father to finally put out a statement.

___
9:20 p.m.
“He put a target on his own vice president’s back.”
That’s what Jan. 6 committee member Elaine Luria says about Donald Trump’s tweet during the Capitol 

riot when the president called Vice President Mike Pence a “coward” for deciding to go ahead and preside 
over the congressional certification of Joe Biden’s election victory.

Trump issued that tweet instead of tweeting to his supporters that they should to go home, and despite 
knowing that the Capitol had been breached.

“A terrible tweet,” former White House counsel Pat Cipollone told the committee.
At a prime-time hearing Thursday, the committee played Secret Service radio traffic of agents working 

frantically to keep Pence safe in the Capitol. One agent was heard saying, “There’s six officers between us 
and the people who are 5 to 10 feet away from us.”

Chat logs maintained by the White House national security staff included a reference to the fact that Secret 
Service agent inside the Capitol “did not sound good right now.”

And according to an unnamed White House security official, Pence’s security detail was terrified as rioters 
assaulted the Capitol. “There were calls to say goodbye to family members,” the official testified.

___
9 p.m.
Former Trump White House counsel Pat Cipollone says he supported an “immediate and forceful” response 

from Donald Trump to the mob gathering outside the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and he had pushed for a strong 
statement to be issued.

The committee investigating the Capitol riot played parts of a videotaped interview with Cipollone during 
a prime-time hearing Thursday.

Cipollone said during that interview that “I can generically say that I said that people need to be told, 
there needs to be a public announcement, fast, that people need to leave the Capitol.”

He said it would have been possible for Trump to issue a statement from the White House press briefing 
room, but Trump didn’t do that.

Former press aide Sarah Matthews testified that Trump could have gotten in “less than 60 seconds” to 
the briefing room, where a camera is on at all times.

She said “he could have been on camera almost instantly.”
___
8:45 p.m.
What was Donald Trump doing in the White House as a mob of rioters breached the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021?
According to a member of the House committee investigating the insurrection, Trump stayed in the dining 

room at the White House, facing a television that was tuned to Fox News, for more than 2 1/2 hours.
Democratic Rep. Elaine Luria of Virginia says there is no official record of Trump placing or receiving a call for 

that entire afternoon, and there are no photos of him until after he surfaced in the Rose Garden after 4 p.m.
Luria says that despite the lack of an official record, the committee has learned what Trump did that day.
The committee played snippets of a recorded interview it conducted with a former White House national 

security staffer. That staffer, whose voice was obscured to conceal his identity, said White House officials 
were “in a state of shock” over what was happening at the Capitol on Jan. 6.

Luria says Trump “did not call to issue orders. He did not call to offer assistance.”
___
8:35 p.m.
A member of the Jan. 6 committee say Donald Trump was advised by almost everyone around him on the 

day of the 2021 riot to direct the mob to disperse from the Capitol.
“But the former president chose not to do what all those people begged,” according to Democratic Rep. 
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Elaine Luria of Virginia. At a prime-time committee hearing, she then played a video Trump recorded in which 
he reminded the insurrectionists that “we love you.”

Luria also says Trump watched the attack on television in the White House dining room even as staff 
around him implored him to act.

She says “President Trump refused to because of his selfish desire to stay in power.”
___
8:25 p.m.
The vice chair of the Jan. 6 committee says “doors have opened, new subpoenas have been issued and 

the dam has begun to break” due to the panel’s continuing investigation and its successful effort to overcome 
reluctance from witnesses.

Republican Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming says at the committee’s prime-time hearing that Donald Trump’s 
goal was to halt or delay the congressional certification of Joe Biden’s election victory, and that the then-
president tried to strong-arm his own vice president, state election officials and the Justice Department.

Cheney says that on Jan. 6, 2021, the only thing that was succeeding was the “angry armed mob that Presi-
dent Trump sent to the Capitol. ... That mob was violent and destructive, and many came armed.”

She says that on that day, Trump for hours chose not to answer pleas from Republican lawmakers to 
intervene and stop the violence, and never picked up the phone to request the help from the military or 
from law enforcement.

Cheney says “he refused to do what every American president must.”
___
8:10 p.m.
The chairman of the House committee investigating the Capitol riot has opened Thursday’s prime-time 

hearing by saying that congressional investigators have told the story in public sessions over the past weeks 
of a president — Donald Trump — who did everything he could to stay in power.

Democratic Rep. Bennie Thompson of Mississippi says of Trump: “He lied, he bullied, he betrayed his oath.”
The committee is taking a close examination of Trump’s actions on Jan. 6, 2021 — a day of violence in 

Washington. The focus of this hearing is on the three-plus hours during the insurrection at the Capitol when 
Trump failed to act to stop the attack.

Thompson says that despite the erupting violence that day, Trump “could not be moved.”
The congressman also says the committee continues to hear from witnesses and plans to reconvene in 

September to continue laying out its story to the public.
Thompson is isolating after testing positive for COVID-19 and is attending the hearing by video.
___
8 p.m.
The Jan. 6 committee has gaveled open its second prime-time hearing on Capitol attack and is pledging 

close scrutiny of then-President Donald Trump’s actions on Jan. 6, 2021 — a day of violence in Washington.
An estimated 20 million people watched the House committee’s first evening session, in early June, which 

kicked off a series of televised sessions.
Thursday’s hearing is focusing on the three-plus hours during the insurrection at the Capitol when Trump 

failed to act to stop the attack. The committee is planning to offer a “minute by minute” accounting of Trump’s 
actions during the insurrection.

One committee member has said Trump was “gleefully” watching the riot unfold on TV at the White House.
___
3:40 p.m.
The Jan. 6 committee returns to prime time on Thursday evening with a hearing focusing on three-plus hours 

during the insurrection at the Capitol when then-President Donald Trump failed to act to stop the violence.
The defeated president’s lies about a stolen election drove his supporters to the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, 

and despite pleas from aides, allies and even members of his family, Trump did nothing to rein in the mob.
And what was Trump doing at the White House during those 187 minutes of inaction?
One committee member says Trump was “gleefully” watching the riot unfold on television at the White 
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House.

Three hours and 7 minutes after the assault began, Trump released a video that day at 4:17 p.m., recorded 
in the Rose Garden, in which he praised the rioters as “very special,” but asked them to disperse.

The hearing could be the committee’s final one after a series of public sessions over the past six weeks.
Live testimony is coming from two former White House aides. They are Matt Pottinger, who was deputy 

national security adviser, and Sarah Matthews, a press aide. Both submitted their resignations on Jan. 6, 
2021, after what they saw that day.

Expect to see never-before-seen outtakes of a Jan. 7 video in which White House aides pleaded for Trump 
to make as a message of national healing for the country. The footage is said to show how Trump struggled 
to condemn hos supporters who violently breached the Capitol.

Leading the hearing will be Democratic Rep. Elaine Luria of Virginia, a former Naval officer, and Republican 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, who flew combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The committee chairman, Democratic Rep. Bennie Thompson of Mississippi, is isolating after testing posi-
tive for COVID-19 and plans to attend the hearing by video.

Biden tests positive for COVID-19, has ‘very mild symptoms’
By ZEKE MILLER, CHRIS MEGERIAN and JOSH BOAK Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19 on Thursday and went into isola-

tion with mild symptoms. White House officials went all-out to show that the 79-year-old U.S. leader could 
power through the virus and keep working because he was vaccinated and boosted.

In a navy blazer and Oxford shirt, Biden recorded a video on a White House balcony to send the message 
that he would be fine and the country should stay calm and carry on. He recognizes the pandemic as a national 
trauma that has killed more than one million Americans and alarmed millions more, and his words in the 
video posted to Twitter were meant to be reassuring.

“I’m doing well, getting a lot of work done,” Biden said, the faint sound of an ice cream truck jingling in the 
distance. “And in the meantime, thanks for your concern. And keep the faith. It’s going to be OK.”

Thursday demonstrated one of the inevitable risks awaiting a president who has insisted on trying to recon-
nect with the world and everyday Americans after a prolonged lockdown. It was a reminder that COVID-19, 
with its mutations and sub-strains, continues to be a threat; the White House also saw it as a chance to 
demonstrate progress in combating the disease.

Administration officials reminded people that Biden’s prognosis is strong because he’s received every vac-
cine dose for which he’s eligible, including two original shots and two boosters. He’s also being treated with 
Paxlovid, an antiviral drug used to prevent more severe symptoms.

White House COVID-19 coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha told reporters at a briefing that he spoke with Biden 
over the phone and the president “sounded great.”

“He had been working all morning,” Jha said. “He hadn’t even been able to finish his breakfast because he 
had just been busy. I encouraged him to finish his breakfast.”

Biden’s physician, Dr. Kevin O’Connor, said in a letter that Biden had a runny nose and “fatigue, with an 
occasional dry cough, which started yesterday evening.” The president will isolate for five days and can return 
to his usual activities after a negative test, Jha said.

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre described the president’s symptoms as “very mild” and 
said Biden had been in contact with staff members by phone and was participating in his planned meetings 
via phone and Zoom from the White House residence.

Asked where Biden might have contracted the virus, Jean-Pierre said, “I don’t think that matters.” She 
added that the White House was more focused on how Biden was feeling and would engage in contact tracing.

The White House took steps to show that the president was busy working despite his diagnosis, with Biden 
tweeting out a picture of himself making calls from the Treaty Room of the White House.

The president spoke by phone to lawmakers in Pennsylvania to apologize for having to cancel his planned 
trip Thursday to the city of Wilkes-Barre to promote his crime prevention plans. He also called South Carolina 
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Rep. Jim Clyburn to wish him a happy birthday and congratulate him on receiving an award from the NAACP. 
A planned fundraiser in Philadelphia for the Democratic National Committee on Thursday was postponed, 
according to a party official.

Dr. O’Connor wrote in his letter about the president’s treatment plan: “I anticipate that he will respond 
favorably” to Paxlovid “as most maximally protected patients do.”

White House chief of staff Ron Klain said in a letter to White House staff obtained by The Associated Press 
that “all close contacts of the president” will be informed of the positive test in keeping with standard protocol.

First lady Jill Biden, speaking to reporters as she arrived for a school visit in Detroit, said she’d just gotten 
off the phone with her husband.

“He’s doing fine,” she said. “He’s feeling good.”
The first lady, who was wearing a mask, said she had tested negative earlier in the day. She planned to 

keep her full schedule in Michigan and Georgia on Thursday, while following masking and distancing guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said Michael LaRosa, her spokesperson.

The president returned from a trip to Israel and Saudi Arabia overnight Saturday. White House officials 
had told reporters that Biden planned to minimize contact during the trip, yet as soon as he exited Air Force 
One on July 13, he was fist-bumping, handshaking and even was seen in an occasional hug. The CDC says 
symptoms can appear two to 14 days after exposure to the virus.

Biden lad a light schedule after returning from Saudi Arabia, attending church on Sunday and helping to 
welcome Ukraine’s first lady Olena Zelenska to the White House on Tuesday. The president traveled to 
Massachusetts on Wednesday to promote efforts to combat climate change.

Up to this point, Biden’s ability to avoid the virus seemed to defy the odds, even with the testing procedures 
in place for those expected to be in close contact with him. Prior waves of the virus swept through Wash-
ington’s political class, infecting Vice President Kamala Harris, Cabinet members, White House staffers and 
lawmakers. Biden has increasingly stepped up his travel schedule and resumed holding large indoor events 
where not everyone is tested.

A White House official said Harris tested negative for COVID-19. She was last with the president on Tuesday 
and spoke with him on the phone Thursday morning. Harris planned to remain masked on the guidance 
of the White House medical team. The vice president, the first lady and Klain, the chief of staff, were all 
deemed close contacts of Biden.

Leana Wen, a public health professor at George Washington University, said “we’re in a very different place” 
than before vaccines and therapeutics were widespread.

“The coronavirus is everywhere, and your chance of getting it, even if you’re vaccinated and boosted, and 
even if you’ve already had it, are very high,” she said. “At the same time, it’s also true that for nearly every-
one, the coronavirus has evolved from being a potential death sentence to something that we can live with.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she hoped that Biden’s positive test for the virus would cause more 
Americans to get vaccinated and boosted because “none of us is immune from it, including the president of 
the United States, and we really have to be careful.”

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell on Twitter wished the president “a speedy recovery.”
Top White House officials in recent months have been matter-of-fact about the likelihood of the president 

getting COVID, a measure of how ingrained the virus has become in society — and of its diminished threat 
for those who are up to date on their vaccinations and with access to treatments.

When administered within five days of symptoms appearing, Paxlovid, produced by drugmaker Pfizer, has 
been proven to bring about a 90% reduction in hospitalizations and deaths among patients most likely to get 
severe disease.

Biden is far from the first world leader — and not the first U.S. president — to get the coronavirus, which 
has infected British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, French President Emmanuel Macron and more than a dozen 
other leaders and high-ranking officials globally.

When Biden’s predecessor, Donald Trump, contracted the disease in October 2020, vaccines were not 
available and treatment options were limited and less advanced. After being diagnosed at the White House, 
Trump was given an experimental antibody treatment and steroids after his blood oxygen levels fell danger-



Friday, July 22, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 015 ~ 60 of 83

Groton Daily Independent
ously low. He was hospitalized at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center for three days.

After more than two years and over a million deaths in the U.S., the virus is still killing an average of 353 
people a day here, according to the CDC. The unvaccinated are at far greater risk, more than twice as likely 
to test positive and nine times as likely to die from the virus as those who have received at least a primary 
dose of the vaccines, according to the health agency.

The highly transmissible omicron variant is the dominant strain in the U.S., but scientists say it poses a lower 
risk for severe illness to those who are up to date on their vaccinations. Omicron’s BA.5 sub-strain, believed 
to be even more contagious, now makes up more than 65% of U.S. cases.

Rio police raid on favela kills at least 18, sparks anger
By DIARLEI RODRIGUES and DIANE JEANTET Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A police operation Thursday targeting gang members in Rio de Janeiro’s largest 

complex of favelas, or low-income communities, left at least 18 people dead in one of the deadliest raids 
the city has seen recently and one already bringing more criticism of police violence.

Rio authorities said 16 suspected criminals were killed in confrontations with police in Complexo do Alemao 
along with a police officer and an woman. A police spokesman said the raid targeted a criminal group that 
stole cars and robbed banks, and invaded nearby neighborhoods.

Videos circulating on social media showed intense shootouts between criminals as well as a police helicopter 
flying low over the small, brick houses. Rio’s police have used helicopters to shoot at targets, even in densely 
populated residential areas, and video showed shots being fired from the favela at the aircraft.

At the site of the raid, Associated Press reporters saw residents carrying about 10 bodies as bystanders 
shouted, “We want peace!” Residents said those who attempted to help the injured risked arrest.

“It’s a massacre inside, which police are calling an operation,” one woman told AP, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity because she feared reprisals from authorities. “They’re not letting us help (victims),” she 
added, saying she saw one man arrested for attempting to do so.

A Rio’s police force spokesman said some of the criminals wore uniforms to disguise themselves as police 
officers.

“I would rather they (the suspects) had not reacted and then we could have arrested 15, 14 of them. But 
unfortunately they chose to fire at our policemen,” said Ronaldo Oliveira, an investigator of Rio’s police.

Rio state Gov. Cláudio Castro said on Twitter he lamented the police officer’s death.
“I will continue to fight crime with all my strength. We will not back down from the mission of guaranteeing 

peace and security to the people of our state,” Castro said.
But many disagree with the government’s strategy for tackling violence and organized crime, an approach that 

regularly sees deadly police operations. A raid in Rio’s Vila Cruzeiro favela in May killed more than 20 people.
Thursday’s operation was aimed at locating and arresting criminal leaders, some from other states, police 

said in an early statement.
“ENOUGH of this genocidal policy, governor!” Talíria Petrone, a federal lawmaker for Rio, said in response 

to the governor’s tweet. “This failed public security policy leaves residents and police on the ground, en 
masse. It’s no longer possible to keep piling up Black bodies and favela residents every day!”

Alemao is a complex of 13 favelas in northern Rio, home to about 70,000 people. Nearly three-quarters 
of them are Afro-Brazilians, according to a July 2020 study published by the Brazilian Institute of Social and 
Economical Analyses.

Earlier this year, Brazil’s Supreme Court established a series of conditions for police to conduct raids in Rio’s 
favelas as a means to reduce police killings and violations of human rights. The court ordered that lethal force 
be used only in situations in which all other means have been exhausted and when necessary to protect life.

The ruling came in response to a raid on the Jacarezinho favela in 2021 that resulted in 28 people being 
killed. As was the case Thursday, an officer died during that raid, which some speculated at the time was 
the cause for subsequent abuse and summary executions.

Thursday’s operation began before dawn and finished around 4 p.m. local time, police said. Nearly 400 police 
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officers were involved, including Rio’s tactical police unit, backed up by four helicopters and 10 bullet-proofed 
vehicles, according to the police statement.

In a video shared by Voz da Comunidade, a community news outlet focused on Rio’s favelas, residents can 
be seen calling for peace and waving white cloths from their windows and rooftops.

Fabrício Oliveira, one of the coordinators of the police raid, said authorities fear that Friday could be an-
other violent day at the Complexo do Alemao.

“Our experience has told us that after raids like these police are attacked in every way,” Oliveira said.

Drought drives Las Vegas to cap size of home swimming pools
By KEN RITTER Associated Press
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Limiting the size of new swimming pools in and around Las Vegas might save a drop in 

the proverbial bucket amid historic drought and climate change in the West.
Officials are taking the plunge anyway, capping the size of new swimming pools at single-family residential 

homes to about the size of a three-car garage.
Citing worries about dwindling drinking water allocations from the drying-up Lake Mead reservoir on the 

depleted Colorado River, officials in Clark County voted this week to limit the size of new swimming pools 
to 600 square feet (56 square meters) of surface area.

“Having a pool in Las Vegas is like having a second car. It’s that common,” said Kevin Kraft, owner of a family 
custom pool design company that has been in business since 1942.

Clark County figures show there are about 200,000 residential swimming pools in the area of 2.4 million 
people. Another 1,300 are added annually.

“When you’re in the desert and it’s 100 degrees outside on a regular basis, it’s part of life to have a pool,” 
said Kraft, who derided the new regulations as more about “optics” than saving water.

But Clark County Commission Chairman Jim Gibson lamented before voting in favor of the cap Tuesday: 
“If the trends continue and the lake continues to decline, then this may be one of the least of the tough 
decisions that we’ll be making over the course of time.”

On Thursday, the Southern Nevada Water Authority voted unanimously to send the restriction to a vote 
by city councils in neighboring North Las Vegas and Henderson. Authority officials and an industry trade group, 
the Pool & Hot Tub Alliance, said they think the Las Vegas-area restriction is a first in the U.S.

The estimated 3,000 glimmering “commercial” pools familiar to the 40 million tourists who visit Las Vegas 
resort hotels, motels and water parks annually, or live in apartments, will not be affected by the limit.

Water use, abuse and scarcity have been hot topics during the scorching summer of 2022. Temperatures 
are projected to top 110 degrees Fahrenheit (43.3 Celsius) this week in Las Vegas, which averages a little more 
than 4 inches (10 centimeters) of rainfall per year.

Television ads urging water conservation are as common as theories about the history behind sunken boats 
and bodies that have surfaced in the mud as the crucial Lake Mead reservoir behind Hoover Dam recedes.

The lake providing about 90% of the Las Vegas water supply bears a telltale white mineral bathtub ring on 
steep lakeside cliffs showing the water line has dropped more than 170 feet (52 meters) since the reservoir 
was last full in 1983. It’s now below 30% capacity, raising the possibility it could fall so low that Hoover Dam 
could be unable to generate hydropower or release water downstream.

The Colorado River provides water for millions of acres of irrigation and more than 40 million people in 
tribes and cities in Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Colorado, California, Wyoming, Utah and Mexico.

In the face of that, the penalty for building a pool bigger than allowed after Sept. 1 will be severe: Denial 
of water service.

Builders of big swimming pools and spas for custom homes in far-flung neighborhoods complained the cap 
could cripple their companies, and that lap pools and diving boards may become a thing of the past.

“It’s easy to show pictures of lavish swimming pools and say, ‘That’s the problem why we have less water,’ 
“ Dustin Watters, whose family business, Watters Aquatech, started installing pools in 1985, told lawmakers 
Tuesday.
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The water authority general manager, John Entsminger, said 23,000 gallons (87,000 liters) evaporate an-

nually from the average 470 square foot (43.7 square meter) Southern Nevada home swimming pool. About 
75% of recently constructed pools were already under the proposed size limit, he said.

The authority projects the pool size restriction will save 3.2 million gallons (12 million liters) of water the 
first year, increasing to 32 million gallons (121 million liters) by 2032, still just a fraction of the nearly 91 billion 
gallons (344 billion liters) the region draws from the lake per year.

Kraft and others in the pool industry told lawmakers the estimated savings under the pool size cap of one-
tenth of a gallon (0.4 liter) per person per day was insignificant. The water authority could impose fees on 
owners of large pools, he suggested, and use the money to hire more water restriction enforcement agents.

The authority estimates that “enhanced watering compliance” could save 5.7 gallons (21.6 liters) per per-
son per day. But water authority board member Cedric Crear, a Las Vegas City Council member, said “the 
philosophy that you can pay your way out of it is not a sound strategy.”

The vote to limit home pool sizes is the latest step by the authority to promote robust water reuse and 
conservation. It already encourages the removal of front lawns, and in recent months expanded patrols to 
identify and fine violators of landscape watering restrictions.

A new Nevada law that takes effect in 2027 bans “non-functional” or ornamental greenery at office parks, 
in street medians and entrances to housing developments. It excludes single-family homes, parks and golf 
courses.

Those measures put Southern Nevada years ahead of places like Los Angeles, where the regional water 
supplier declared a water emergency in April and imposed a one-day-per-week outdoor watering schedule 
for 6 million customers.

In Arizona, irrigation districts, water agencies, state entities and cities including Phoenix, Glendale, Scottsdale 
and Tempe have said they’ll find ways to use less water.

Kraft, the owner of the pool design company, said Las Vegas-area officials didn’t fully consider a study com-
missioned by the pool industry or other business recommendations. He predicted that multimillion-dollar 
home projects will be delayed or scrapped because of the new rule.

“The tone we got was that rich people shouldn’t be able to have big pools,” Kraft told The Associated 
Press. “All this work that people do on these big custom homes is usually around the pool. The pool is a big 
part of the design of the project.”

FBI: No sign of Jimmy Hoffa under New Jersey bridge
By ED WHITE Associated Press
DETROIT (AP) — The FBI found no evidence of missing Teamsters boss Jimmy Hoffa during a search of 

land under a New Jersey bridge, a spokeswoman said Thursday.
The Pulaski Skyway now becomes another dead end in the decadeslong mystery that has stretched from 

a Michigan horse farm to the East Coast: Where are the remains of one of America’s most powerful labor 
leaders?

The 47-year riddle turned last year to land next to a former landfill under the bridge in Jersey City. The 
FBI conducted a search there in early June.

“Nothing of evidentiary value was discovered during that search,” said Mara Schneider, an FBI spokes-
woman in Detroit.

“While we do not currently anticipate any additional activity at the site, the FBI will continue to pursue any 
viable lead in our efforts to locate Mr. Hoffa,” she said.

Schneider declined to comment further when asked for details about the excavation.
Authorities believe Hoffa disappeared in suburban Detroit in 1975 while meeting with reputed mobsters.
Dan Moldea, a journalist who has written extensively about the Hoffa saga, said he was personally briefed 

by the FBI in a video conference call Thursday.
He said the FBI and its contractors did not dig in the exact spot that he had recommended.
“I’m not thrilled with the result. ... My impression today was them breaking the bad news to me: Thanks 
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for the tip but this is over. That’s my interpretation,” Moldea told The Associated Press.

“They dug holes very, very deep,” he said.
The FBI reached out to Moldea last year after he published a detailed account from Frank Cappola, who 

was a teenager in the 1970s when he worked at the old PJP Landfill near the bridge.
Cappola said his father, Paul Cappola, who also worked at the landfill, explained how Hoffa’s body was 

delivered there in 1975, placed in a steel drum and buried with other barrels, bricks and dirt.
Paul Cappola, worried that police might be watching, dug a hole on New Jersey state property, about 100 

yards from the landfill, and subsequently moved the unmarked barrel there, according to Moldea.
Frank Cappola spoke to Fox Nation and Moldea before he died in 2020 and signed a document attesting to 

his late father’s story.
Moldea said the FBI told him it did not dig in the exact spot that he had recommended because radar 

showed nothing suspicious below ground.
“I do think they missed this one spot,” he said. “I think the body’s there. We just can’t find it.”
Hoffa was president of the 2.1 million-member Teamsters union from 1957-71, even keeping the title while 

in prison for trying to bribe jurors during a previous trial. He was released from prison in 1971 when President 
Richard Nixon shortened his sentence.

It has been long speculated that Hoffa, who was 62, was killed by enemies because he was planning a 
Teamsters comeback. He was declared legally dead in 1982.

Supreme Court won’t let Biden implement immigration policy
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court won’t allow the Biden administration to implement a policy 

that prioritizes deportation of people in the country illegally who pose the greatest public safety risk.
The court’s order Thursday leaves the policy frozen nationwide for now. The vote was 5-4 with conser-

vative Justice Amy Coney Barrett joining liberal Justices Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown 
Jackson in saying they would have allowed the Biden administration to put in place the guidance.

The court also announced it would hear arguments in the case, saying they would be in late November.
The order is the first public vote by Jackson since she joined the court June 30 following the retirement 

of Justice Stephen Breyer.
The justices were acting on the administration’s emergency request to the court following conflicting deci-

sions by federal appeals courts over a September directive from the Homeland Security Department that 
paused deportation unless individuals had committed acts of terrorism, espionage or “egregious threats to 
public safety.”

The federal appeals court in Cincinnati earlier this month overturned a district judge’s order that put the 
policy on hold in a lawsuit filed by Arizona, Ohio and Montana.

But in a separate suit filed by Texas and Louisiana, a federal judge in Texas ordered a nationwide halt to the 
guidance and a federal appellate panel in New Orleans declined to step in.

The judge’s order amounted to a “nationwide, judicially imposed overhaul of the Executive Branch’s en-
forcement priorities,” Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar wrote in a court filing. Prelogar is the administration’s 
top Supreme Court lawyer.

In their Supreme Court filing, Texas and Louisiana argued that the administration’s guidance violates federal 
law that requires the detention of people who are in the U.S. illegally and who have been convicted of seri-
ous crimes. The states said they would face added costs of having to detain people the federal government 
might allow to remain free inside the United States, despite their criminal records.

The guidance, issued after Joe Biden became president, updated a Trump-era policy that removed people 
in the country illegally regardless of criminal history or community ties.

New York reports 1st US polio case in nearly a decade
By MIKE STOBBE AP Medical Writer
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NEW YORK (AP) — An unvaccinated young adult from New York recently contracted polio, the first U.S. 

case in nearly a decade, health officials said Thursday.
Officials said the patient, who lives in Rockland County, had developed paralysis. The person developed 

symptoms a month ago and did not recently travel outside the country, county health officials said.
It appears the patient had a vaccine-derived strain of the virus, perhaps from someone who got live vac-

cine — available in other countries, but not the U.S. — and spread it, officials said.
The person is no longer deemed contagious, but investigators are trying to figure out how the infection 

occurred and whether other people were exposed to the virus.
Most Americans are vaccinated against polio, but this should serve as a wake-up call to the unvaccinated, 

said Jennifer Nuzzo, a Brown University pandemic researcher.
“This isn’t normal. We don’t want to see this,” Nuzzo said. “If you’re vaccinated, it’s not something you 

need to worry about. But if you haven’t gotten your kids vaccinated, it’s really important that you make 
sure they’re up to date.”

Health officials scheduled vaccination clinics in New York for Friday and Monday, and encouraged anyone 
who has not been vaccinated to get the shots.

“We want shots in the arms of those who need it,” Rockland County Health Commissioner Dr. Patricia 
Schnabel Ruppert said at a Thursday news conference.

Polio was once one of the nation’s most feared diseases, with annual outbreaks causing thousands of cases 
of paralysis. The disease mostly affects children.

Vaccines became available starting in 1955, and a national vaccination campaign cut the annual number of 
U.S. cases to less than 100 in the 1960s and fewer than 10 in the 1970s, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

In 1979, polio was declared eliminated in the U.S., meaning there was no longer routine spread.
Rarely, travelers have brought polio infections into the U.S. The last such case was in 2013, when a 7-month-

old who had recently moved to the U.S. from India was diagnosed in San Antonio, Texas, according the federal 
health officials. That child also had the type of polio found in the live form of vaccine used in other countries.

There are two types of polio vaccines. The U.S. and many other countries use shots made with an inactivated 
version of the virus. But some countries where polio has been more of a recent threat use a weakened live 
virus that is given to children as drops in the mouth. In rare instances, the weakened virus can mutate into 
a form capable of sparking new outbreaks.

U.S. children are still routinely vaccinated against polio with the inactivated vaccine. Federal officials recom-
mend four doses: to be given at 2 months of age; 4 months; at 6 to 18 months; and at age 4 through 6 years. 
Some states require only three doses.

According to the CDC’s most recent childhood vaccination data, about 93% of 2-year-olds had received at 
least three doses of polio vaccine.

Polio spreads mostly from person to person or through contaminated water. It can infect a person’s spinal 
cord, causing paralysis and possibly permanent disability and death.

Polio is endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan, although numerous countries in Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia have also reported cases in recent years.

Rockland County, in New York City’s northern suburbs, has been a center of vaccine resistance in recent 
years. A 2018-2019 measles outbreak there infected 312 people.

Last month, health officials in Britain warned parents to make sure children have been vaccinated because 
the polio virus had been found in London sewage samples. No cases of paralysis were reported.

Events in disappearance of former Teamsters head Jimmy Hoffa
By The Associated Press undefined
A chronology of events in the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa, former president of the Teamsters union:
July 30, 1975
— Hoffa leaves his Lake Orion home about 1 p.m. and makes a stop to visit a friend in Pontiac. He arrives 
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around 2 p.m. at the Machus Red Fox restaurant in Oakland County’s Bloomfield Township to meet reputed 
Detroit mob enforcer Anthony “Tony Jack” Giacalone and alleged New Jersey mob figure Anthony “Tony Pro” 
Provenzano. Hoffa calls his wife, Josephine, about 2:15 p.m. from a pay phone and tells her no one showed 
up for his meeting. The 62-year-old Hoffa never is seen or heard from again.

Aug. 8, 1975
— The FBI gets a search warrant for Hoffa’s car, which was found in the restaurant parking lot. They find 

fingerprints of family friend Charles “Chuckie” O’Brien on a 7-Up bottle under the right front seat.
Sept. 2, 1975
— A grand jury convenes in Detroit to investigate the Hoffa disappearance.
1975-85
— More than 200 FBI agents are assigned to the case in New Jersey, Detroit and at least four other cities. 

During the period, more than 70 volumes of files are compiled, containing more than 16,000 pages. Six suspects 
in the disappearance, including Provenzano and Anthony Giacalone, are convicted on unrelated charges.

— 1982: Self-described mafia murderer Charles Allen, who served prison time with Hoffa and participated in 
the federal witness-protection program, tells a U.S. Senate committee that Hoffa was killed at Provenzano’s 
orders. Hoffa’s body was “ground up in little pieces, shipped to Florida and thrown into a swamp,” Allen said.

1982
— Hoffa is declared legally dead.
1989
— Self-described hit man Donald “Tony the Greek” Frankos claims Hoffa is buried under Giants Stadium in 

East Rutherford, N.J. The FBI finds no evidence to support the claim.
June 2001
— The head of the FBI’s organized-crime unit says in a court document that he believes a decision whether 

to prosecute anyone could be made in the next two years.
March 2002
— The FBI says it will refer the case to the Oakland County prosecutor’s office for possible state charges. 

John Bell, special agent in charge of the FBI’s Detroit bureau, says the federal case was stymied because of 
the length of time since Hoffa disappeared.

Aug. 29, 2002
— Oakland County prosecutor says new DNA evidence in Hoffa’s disappearance is insufficient to bring 

criminal charges.
May 2004
— Bloomfield Township police rip up the floorboards from a Detroit house where one-time Hoffa ally Frank 

Sheeran claims to have killed him. The FBI crime lab would ultimately conclude that the blood found on 
the floorboards was not Hoffa’s.

April 2006
— New Jersey mob hit man Richard “The Iceman” Kuklinski, who died in March, claims that he killed Hoffa 

and put his body in a car that was sold as scrap metal. Kuklinski’s book, “The Ice Man: Confessions of a Mafia 
Contract Killer,” contends he received $40,000 for the slaying.

May 17, 2006
— The FBI begins searching a horse farm in Oakland County’s Milford Township, northwest of Detroit for 

Hoffa’s remains, but ends the search after finding nothing.
June 17, 2013
— The FBI sees enough merit in a reputed Mafia captain’s tip to once again break out the digging equipment 

to search for Hoffa’s remains in an Oakland Township field, about 25 miles north of Detroit. No remains of 
Hoffa are found

Nov. 19, 2021
— FBI says it obtained a search warrant to “conduct a site survey underneath the Pulaski Skyway” in New 

Jersey in an effort to find Hoffa body.



Friday, July 22, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 015 ~ 66 of 83

Groton Daily Independent
July 21, 2022
— The FBI says it found no evidence of Hoffa during a search of land under a New Jersey bridge.

Ex-cop Lane gets 2 1/2 years for violating Floyd’s rights
By STEVE KARNOWSKI Associated Press
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — A federal judge sentenced former Minneapolis police Officer Thomas Lane to 2 

1/2 years in prison Thursday for violating George Floyd’s civil rights, calling Lane’s role in the restraint that 
killed Floyd “a very serious offense in which a life was lost” but handing down a sentence well below what 
prosecutors and Floyd’s family sought.

Judge Paul Magnuson’s sentence was just slightly more than the 27 months that Lane’s attorney had re-
quested, while prosecutors had asked for at least 5 1/4 years in prison — the low end of federal guidelines. 
Lane was convicted earlier this year of depriving Floyd of his right to medical care.

Lane, who is white, held Floyd’s legs as Officer Derek Chauvin pinned Floyd’s neck with his knee for nearly 
9 1/2 minutes on May 25, 2020. Bystander video of Floyd, who was Black, pleading that he could not breathe 
sparked protests in Minneapolis and around the world in a reckoning over racial injustice over policing.

Two other officers, J. Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao, were also convicted of violating Floyd’s civil rights 
— for depriving Floyd of his right to medical care and for failing to intervene to stop Chauvin — and will be 
sentenced later.

Floyd family members had asked Magnuson to give Lane the stiffest sentence possible, with brother Philonise 
Floyd rejecting the idea that Lane deserved any mercy for asking his colleagues twice if George Floyd should 
be shifted from his stomach to his side.

“Officer Lane did not intervene in one way or another,” he said.
Prosecutor Manda Sertich had also argued for a higher sentence, saying that Lane “chose not to act” when 

he could have saved a life.
“There has to be a line where blindly following a senior officer’s lead, even for a rookie officer, is not ac-

ceptable,” she said.
Magnuson told Lane the “fact that you did not get up and remove Mr. Chauvin when Mr. Floyd became 

unconscious is a violation of the law.” But he also held up 145 letters he said he had received supporting 
Lane, saying he had never received so many on behalf of a defendant. And he faulted the Minneapolis Police 
Department for sending Lane with another rookie officer on the call that ended in Floyd’s death.

Magnuson cited two letters in particular that he said came from doctors who recounted a situation when 
their diagnosis was overruled by a more senior physician, “to disastrous result to the patient.” He said the 
doctors described being haunted that they did not stand up to the senior physician.

“It speaks loudly to this case,” Magnuson said.
In sentencing Chauvin earlier this month on a civil rights charge in Floyd’s killing, Magnuson appeared to 

suggest that he bore the most blame in the case, telling Chauvin: “You absolutely destroyed the lives of three 
young officers by taking command of the scene.”

Lane did not speak at Thursday’s sentencing and neither he nor his attorney, Earl Gray, commented to 
reporters afterward. Philonise Floyd called the sentence “insulting” and said he didn’t understand why Lane 
— whom he called “an accessory to murder’’ — didn’t get the toughest possible sentence.

“To me I think this whole criminal system needs to be torn down and rebuilt,” he said.
Magnuson also said he would recommend that Lane serve his sentence at the federal prison in Duluth, a 

minimum-security facility about 2 1/2 hours from the Minneapolis area. The facility is classified as a “camp,” 
has no fence and has dormitory-style housing rather than cells. Prison assignments are made by the Bureau 
of Prisons.

Gray argued during the trial that Lane “did everything he could possibly do to help George Floyd.” He pointed 
out that Lane suggested rolling Floyd on his side so he could breathe, but was rebuffed twice by Chauvin. He 
also noted that Lane performed CPR to try to revive Floyd after the ambulance arrived.

Lane testified at trial that he didn’t realize how dire Floyd’s condition was until paramedics turned him over.
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When Lane pleaded guilty in state court in May to one charge of aiding and abetting second-degree man-

slaughter, Gray said Lane hoped to avoid a long sentence. “He has a newborn baby and did not want to risk 
not being part of the child’s life,” he said.

Chauvin pleaded guilty in December to a federal civil rights charge in Floyd’s killing and to another civil rights 
charge in an unrelated case involving a Black teenager. That netted a 21-year sentence from Magnuson, 
toward the low end of 20- to 25-year range both sides agreed to under his plea deal.

Chauvin was also convicted of second-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter in state court and 
is serving a 22 1/2-year state sentence. His federal and state sentences are being served simultaneously.

Kueng pinned Floyd’s back during the restraint and Thao helped hold back an increasingly concerned group 
of onlookers outside a Minneapolis convenience store where Floyd, who was unarmed, tried to pass a 
counterfeit $20 bill.

Magnuson has not set sentencing dates for Thao, who is Hmong American, and Kueng, who is Black. But 
he has scheduled a hearing for Friday, after their attorneys objected to sentencing calculations under the 
complicated federal guidelines. Prosecutors are seeking unspecified sentences for them that would be lower 
than Chauvin’s but “substantially higher” than Lane’s.

Thao and Kueng are free on bond pending sentencing on their federal convictions. They are also charged 
with state counts of aiding and abetting both second-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter. They 
have turned down plea deals and are scheduled to go to trial on those charges on Oct. 24.

EXPLAINER: Who gains or loses, what’s next in Italy crisis
By FRANCES D’EMILIO Associated Press
ROME (AP) — Italian Premier Mario Draghi’s decision to resign Thursday, barely 12 hours after his “unity” 

coalition broke apart dramatically in Parliament, was the latest step in a political limbo that will likely last 
for months before a new government is solidly in place to lead the European Union’s third-largest economy.

By Thursday afternoon, about the only certainty was Italians are going to the ballot box on Sept. 25, some 
six months early.

Even before the date was set, Italy’s perennially bickering parties were already off and running, some of 
them losing longtime stalwarts in their leadership over the decision by three key coalition partners — popu-
list, right-wing and conservative — to desert Draghi. In 17 months at the helm of government, Draghi was 
viewed as a pillar of stability on a continent wracked by high inflation and fearful of energy shortages as the 
war in Ukraine drags on.

Rallies, petitions and pleas by citizens, mayors and lobbyists to save his imperiled government ultimately 
went unheeded. Political partisan priorities triumphed over solidarity in a nation that, like most of Europe, 
faces an approaching cold winter as it deals with the consequences of its dependency on gas from Russia.

How the failure to heed citizens’ pleas might shape voters’ decisions won’t be known until the votes are 
counted and parties in backroom talks forge a new government.

IF DRAGHI HAD SO MANY FANS, WHAT WENT WRONG?
Much finger-pointing was aimed at the 5-Star Movement, which became Parliament’s largest political force 

in the 2018 election. Its leader, Giuseppe Conte, drafted by the 5-Stars to be premier in back-to-back gov-
ernments, had joined his successor’s “national unity coalition.” But he always seemed to be chafing at losing 
his post to Draghi, who was tapped by President Sergio Mattarella to guide Italy’s economic revival in the 
pandemic. Last week, 5-Star senators boycotted a confidence vote on an energy costs relief bill.

But Draghi suffered no shortages of run-ins with other coalition partners. To cite only one: right-wing League 
leader Matteo Salvini railed against a government decree requiring vaccination against COVID-19, a negative 
test or recent recovery from infection to access venues including restaurants, gyms and workplaces.

Both Conte and Salvini, known for pro-Russia stances, eventually reluctantly approved Italy’s shipments of 
arms to Ukraine. Former premier Silvio Berlusconi, whose conservative Forza Italia party also deserted the 
coalition, lavished attention on Russian leader Vladimir Putin, treating him like a close friend at his Sardinian 
seaside villa.
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A small, centrist party leader, Carlo Calenda tweeted with irony: “It will be a coincidence, but the most 

serious and pro-Atlantic government of recent history gets sent packing by those who have supported pro-
Putin positions.”

WHAT COMES NEXT?
Mattarella, the Italian president, told the nation Thursday evening that while early elections are always a 

“last choice,” he saw no chance for a fourth government in the five-year term of Parliament. So he signed a 
decree dissolving Parliament.

The fatal blow for Draghi’s government struck when senators from Conte’s, Salvini’s and Berlusconi’s par-
ties refused to renew their backing for Draghi in a confidence vote the premier sought in a 11th-hour bid to 
revive his coalition.

Italy’s constitution mandates that elections must be held within 70 days of the decree ending Parliament, 
whose five-year term would have expired in March 2023.

WHO WINS?
Opinion polls in last months indicated that the far-right Brothers of Italy party, the only sizeable force in 

Parliament to refuse to join Draghi’s coalition could garner just over 20% if an election. That’s roughly the 
same percentage the polls give the center-left Democratic Party. But former Premier Enrico Letta, whose 
Democratic Party gave Draghi its confidence votes, had been banking on an eventual electoral alliance with 
the 5-Star Movement — a prospect decidedly dicey after the populists deserted Draghi. Giorgia Meloni, the 
Brothers of Italy leader, has been allied for years with Salvini’s and Berlusconi’s parties, but while her popu-
larity rose, their parties have seen slumping fortunes in local elections. But with Salvini itching for years to 
become premier, Meloni might face a Salvini-Berlusconi deal to make the League leader the next premier.

WHO LOSES?
The dramatic and rapid unraveling of Draghi’s ‘’unity” coalition is likely to leave its mark on Italy’s politi-

cal landscape. As former Premier Matteo Renzi, a master of political maneuvering, who helped bring down 
Conte’s second premiership, put it even before the votes were counted Wednesday night: “Nothing will be 
the same as political parties go.”

By Thursday evening, two prominent stalwarts n Berlusconi’s Forza Italia who are ministers in Draghi’s 
Cabinet announced they were leaving the party. They accused the media mogul of betraying the party’s 
staunch pro-Europe, pro-NATO leanings by siding with Euro-skeptic Salvini and abandoning Draghi. As for the 
populists, the 5-Star Movement has been bleeding lawmakers for months. The most prominent to defect is 
Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio, who recently formed a pro-NATO party.

HOW LONG WILL DRAGHI STAY IN OFFICE
Draghi stays until a new government is formed and sworn in. After the 2018 elections, which saw the 5-Stars 

confound pundits and opinion polls with a stunningly big win, it took 90 days to get a new government in 
place, anchored by Conte’s and Salvini’s forces. So conceivably, Draghi in his caretaker role, might occupy 
the premier’s office through most of this year.

The caretaker designation will make it impossible for the lame-duck government to take on new initiatives. 
But Draghi, in thanking his Cabinet Thursday evening, made clear he intended to still be useful.

“Italy has everything (needed) to be strong, authoritative, credible,’’ in the world. Draghi said. He reminded 
his ministers that the government must still grapple with the pandemic, the war in Ukraine, inflation and 
energy costs as well as economic reforms.

So for now, “let’s get back to work,’’ he said.

EXPLAINER: What’s known about Biden catching COVID-19?
By CARLA K. JOHNSON AP Medical Writer
President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19 on Thursday, is experiencing mild symptoms and has 

begun taking Paxlovid, an antiviral pill treatment.
A look at what we know about the president and his coronavirus infection:
HOW’S HE FEELING?
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Biden is reporting a runny nose, fatigue and an occasional dry cough, according to a memo from Dr. Kevin 

O’Connor, the president’s doctor. Biden felt tired Wednesday evening and didn’t sleep well, White House 
COVID-19 coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha said at a press briefing. Biden tweeted Thursday: “Folks, I’m doing 
great. Thanks for your concern.”

WHAT KIND OF TEST DID HE USE?
Biden is routinely screened for coronavirus. His infection was detected first with an antigen test, the same 

type that many Americans use at home. It was then confirmed with a PCR test, the president’s doctor said. 
The president’s last previous test for COVID-19 was Tuesday, when he had a negative test result.

IS HE VACCINATED?
Yes. The president is fully vaccinated and twice boosted. Biden got two doses of the Pfizer vaccine shortly 

before taking office, a first booster shot in September and an additional dose March 30.
IS HE GETTING TREATMENT?
Biden is taking Paxlovid, which was authorized in the U.S. late last year. In older people and other high-risk 

patients, the drug was shown to reduce the chances of hospitalization or death from COVID-19. The pills 
work best if taken within five days of the start of symptoms. The president’s doctor said Biden’s vaccination 
status and early treatment with Paxlovid should keep him out of danger. Biden has temporarily stopped 
taking a blood thinner and a cholesterol drug as recommended for patients on Paxlovid.

WHAT’S THE ISOLATION PLAN?
Biden will work in isolation for at least five days and until he tests negative, the White House said. Once he 

tests negative, he will return to in-person work. The White House said it will provide a daily update on the 
president’s status.

HOW DOES THE VIRUS AFFECT OLDER PEOPLE?
At age 79, Biden is in a high-risk group for severe illness. About 8 in 10 COVID-19 deaths occur in people 

over age 65, with risk increasing with age. Also among the most vulnerable are those with other health issues 
such as diabetes and heart conditions.

DID HE GET THE BA.5 VARIANT?
It’s unclear which variant Biden has contracted, though a sample has been sent for genetic sequencing to 

determine that. The dominant virus variant in the U.S. is the omicron mutant BA.5, which is also prominent 
worldwide. The variant accounted for three-quarters of new infections reported in the U.S. last week. It’s 
also been gaining ground globally, making up more than half of sequenced omicron cases. Experts say BA.5 
is one of the most transmissible variants yet but they haven’t seen an increase in severity compared with 
previous omicron variants.

WHERE DID HE CATCH IT?
That’s unclear. Symptoms can start two days to two weeks after exposure to the virus. Biden has kept 

a busy travel schedule lately. During his recent Middle East trip, the president was seen fist-bumping, hand-
shaking and even occasionally hugging. He returned to Washington late Saturday and kept a low profile for 
the next three days, leaving briefly to attend church and for a Tuesday appearance outside the White House 
with Ukraine’s first lady. He traveled to Massachusetts on Wednesday to announce modest new steps to 
combat climate change.

WHAT ABOUT JILL BIDEN?
The first lady said Thursday that she tested negative earlier in the day. She will follow CDC guidance on 

masking and distancing during scheduled visits to Michigan and Georgia on Thursday, said Michael LaRosa, 
her spokesperson.

Amid threats, security rises at meetings of public officials
By SCOTT BAUER Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — The meeting place? A secret. Agenda? Not public. Name tags? Take them off in 

public.
Even one of the main social events — trivia night — would be at an undisclosed location. This was no meeting 
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of spies or undercover law enforcement agents. Instead, these were the security protocols for a gathering 
this week in Madison, Wisconsin, of state election bureaucrats from around the U.S.

While the hush-hush measures might seem a bit extreme, they were put in place because of the very real 
threats against election workers that have been escalating since the 2020 presidential election as former 
President Donald Trump continues to promote the lie that widespread fraud cost him re-election.

Security increased at meetings of government officials after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, “but not like 
this where the agenda is kept secret,” said Kevin Kennedy, who was Wisconsin’s top election official for nearly 
four decades before retiring in 2016. He has attended meetings of the National Association of State Election 
Directors for more than 30 years and said it was jarring that otherwise anonymous election workers are now 
being targeted.

“This is just at a different level, and it’s a reflection of the times and it’s unfortunate,” he said.
State and local election officials have become targets for those upset with Trump’s loss and who believe 

any number of unfounded conspiracy theories about a rigged election. Many have retired or quit as a result, 
raising staffing concerns in some offices.

Four people have been charged by federal prosecutors, with one of them pleading guilty last month. In that 
case, Colorado Secretary of State Jena Griswold was the subject of multiple threatening posts on social media.

Robert Heberle, deputy chief of the Justice Department’s public integrity section, told state election officials 
recently that dozens of cases were still under investigation and more prosecutions were expected.

Griswold, a Democrat who has received numerous death threats since the 2020 election, traveled to the 
National Association of Secretaries of State conference earlier this summer in Louisiana with private security.

In a statement to The Associated Press, Griswold said she won’t be intimidated by the threats and said a 
new state law she helped pass increases protections for election workers at all levels.

“We cannot allow violent threats to secretaries of state and election workers become an accepted norm 
in the United States,” she said.

Organizers of the secretaries of state meeting, held twice a year, have been increasing security measures 
since the 2020 election, said Maria Benson, the group’s communications director. That includes coordinating 
with law enforcement agencies before and during the conferences, she said.

At the group’s summer meeting earlier this month in Baton Rouge, local law enforcement officers were 
visible in the lobby and meeting areas of the hotel where the conference was being held. Members of the 
media were instructed to keep their credentials visible while in the meeting area.

It’s not just election officials who are commanding tighter security during their gatherings.
When the National Governors Association met earlier this month in Portland, Maine, security was the 

highest in the state in decades.
The heavy law enforcement presence included city police, state police and security details, including troop-

ers from other states. Plainclothes police roamed the event, and extra officers were kept out of sight, in 
case they were needed.

The increased security presence took place as demonstrators gathered to protest new abortion restric-
tions in states such as Arkansas, home of outgoing association chairman and current Gov. Asa Hutchinson, 
a Republican.

Security planning, which was in the works for months, also involved police K-9 units and patrol boats in 
the harbor.

“We are in different times right now,” said Shannon Moss, spokeswoman for the Maine Department of 
Public Safety. “Just look at recent events that happened in our country — mass shootings, violent and dis-
ruptive protests, a divisive political climate. Law enforcement has to be prepared to deal with these kinds 
of potential security threats.”

There were no protesters outside the gathering of election administrators this week in Wisconsin, but the 
threats of violence against election workers have become so pervasive that the group was taking no chances 
on security.

The exact location meeting — which ended up being just a block away from the state Capitol — wasn’t 
revealed to reporters who registered to cover it until four days before the event began. There were no signs 
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in the hotel announcing the meeting. And the agenda detailing topics to be discussed, such as “understanding 
and preventing insider threats,” wasn’t handed out until the start of the meeting.

Amy Cohen, executive director of the state elections group, cautioned the 170 registered attendees from 33 
states to wear their name tags when at the event, but to take them off when they left and went into the city.

“Don’t advertise who you are and exactly why you’re here,” she said.
Cohen said meeting organizers coordinated with federal, state and local law enforcement for the event. 

She encouraged attendees to report any suspicious activity they saw, and hotel staff had been trained to 
be vigilant.

She said the association did not live-stream any of the panels nor did it post any messages to its Twitter 
account during the gathering, although there were no social media prohibitions for those who attended.

“Please do be thoughtful about what you post and remember that some of the people in this room are 
dealing with serious security concerns and we need to be respectful to keep everyone safe,” Cohen said at 
the start of the gathering.

Judd Choate, Colorado’s state elections director for the past 13 years, attended the Wisconsin event and 
said he has been surprised at the level of rancor and hostility toward election workers. He said many of the 
attacks are coming from people with little understanding of how elections are run.

“We were kind of a sleepy part of government, and we’re not anymore,” he said.

House OKs bill to protect contraception from Supreme Court
By ALAN FRAM Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The right to use contraceptives would be enshrined in law under a measure that 

Democrats pushed through the House on Thursday, their latest campaign-season response to concerns a 
conservative Supreme Court that already erased federal abortion rights could go further.

The House’s 228-195 roll call was largely along party lines and sent the measure to the Senate, where it 
seemed doomed. The bill is the latest example of Democrats latching onto their own version of culture war 
battles to appeal to female, progressive and minority voters by casting the court and Republicans as extrem-
ists intent on obliterating rights taken for granted for years.

Democrats said that with the high court recently overturning the landmark Roe v. Wade decision from 1973, 
the justices and GOP lawmakers are on track to go even further than banning abortions.

“This extremism is about one thing: control of women. We will not let this happen,” said Rep. Kathy Man-
ning, D-N.C., who sponsored the legislation. All of the bill’s nearly 150 co-sponsors are Democrats. Address-
ing fellow lawmakers, she added, “Women and girls across this country are watching you, and they want to 
know: Are you willing to stand up for them?”

In his opinion overturning Roe last month, Justice Clarence Thomas wrote that the court should now 
review other precedents. He mentioned rulings that affirmed the rights of same-sex marriage in 2015, same-
sex intimate relationships in 2003 and married couples’ use of contraceptives in 1965.

Thomas did not specify a 1972 decision that legalized the use of contraceptives by unmarried people as well, 
but Democrats say they consider that at risk as well.

Republicans said the bill went too far. They said it would lead to more abortions, which supporters deny, 
allow the use of drugs not yet fully approved by the Food and Drug Administration and force health care 
providers to offer contraceptives, even if that contradicted their religious beliefs.

“Women deserve the truth, not more fear and misinformation that forces an extreme agenda on the 
American people,” said Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash.

Every Democrat supported the legislation, while Republicans overwhelmingly opposed it by 195-8. The 
House Democrats’ campaign committee quickly jumped on that disparity, with spokesperson Helen Kalla 
saying her party will “fight to protect women’s freedoms from the GOP’s sinister agenda.”

The measure seemed destined to become a campaign issue and not law. Minutes after House passage, 
Republicans blocked quick Senate approval of a similar bill. Support by at least 10 GOP senators would be 
needed to reach 60 votes, the threshold required for most legislation to pass in that chamber, which is 
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divided 50-50.

The contraception bill explicitly allows the use of contraceptives and gives the medical community the right 
to provide them, covering “any device or medication used to prevent pregnancy.” Listed examples include 
oral contraceptives, injections, implants like intrauterine devices and emergency contraceptives, which 
prevent pregnancy several days after unprotected sex.

The bill lets the federal and state government, patients and health care providers bring civil suits against 
states or state officials that violate its provisions.

House Democrats have begun forcing votes on several issues related to privacy rights, hoping for long-
shot victories or to at least energize sympathetic voters and donors and force Republicans from competitive 
districts into difficult spots.

The House voted last week to revive a nationwide right to abortion, with every Republican voting no, and 
voted largely along party lines to bar prosecuting women traveling to states where abortion remains legal. 
Neither is expected to survive in the Senate.

Yet the House voted Tuesday to keep same-sex marriage legal, with 47 Republicans joining all Democrats 
in backing the measure. Though 157 Republicans voted no, that tally raised expectations that the bill could 
win enough support for GOP senators to pass, sending it to President Joe Biden for his signature.

Nearly all adults, 92%, called birth control “morally acceptable” in a Gallup poll in May. A PRRI poll in June 
showed about 8 in 10 said they opposed laws that restrict what types of birth control can be used to prevent 
pregnancy.

Even so, anti-abortion groups and Republican leaders oppose the contraception legislation, and there 
was no immediate sign that significant numbers of GOP senators would be willing to defy them. In contrast, 
same-sex marriage has such firm public acceptance and is such a clear-cut issue that growing numbers of 
Republicans have been willing to vote for it.

Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America said the contraception legislation “seeks to bail out the abortion in-
dustry, trample conscience rights, and require uninhibited access to dangerous chemical abortion drugs.” 
The National Right to Life Committee said it “goes far beyond the scope of contraception” and would cover 
abortion pills like RU486, which supporters said was incorrect.

The measure drew a mixed reaction Wednesday from two of the Senate’s more moderate Republicans.
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, said she was “most likely” to support the measure. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-

Alaska, demurred, saying she was working on bipartisan legislation that she said would codify the rights to 
abortion and perhaps for contraception.

There are few state restrictions on contraceptive use, said Elizabeth Nash, who studies state reproductive 
health policies for the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization that supports abortion rights.

Nash said she was concerned that there will be efforts to curb emergency contraceptives and intrauterine 
devices and to help providers and institutions refuse to provide contraceptive services.

Biden tests positive for COVID-19, has ‘very mild symptoms’
By ZEKE MILLER and CHRIS MEGERIAN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19 on Thursday and is experiencing 

“very mild symptoms,” the White House said, as new variants of the highly contagious virus are challenging 
the nation’s efforts to get back to normal after two and a half years of pandemic disruptions.

White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden has begun taking Paxlovid, an antiviral drug 
designed to reduce the severity of the disease. He was isolating at the White House and “continuing to carry 
out all of his duties fully,” she said.

Biden’s physician, Dr. Kevin O’Connor, said in a letter that Biden had a runny nose and “fatigue, with an 
occasional dry cough, which started yesterday evening.”

“Folks, I’m doing great. Thanks for your concern,” Biden tweeted. He added that he was “keeping busy!”
Biden, 79, is fully vaccinated, after getting two doses of the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine shortly before taking 

office, a first booster shot in September and an additional dose March 30.
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Jean-Pierre described the president’s symptoms as “very mild” and said Biden had been in contact with 

members of the White House staff by phone and would participate in his planned meetings “via phone and 
Zoom from the residence.”

The White House took steps to show that the president was busy working despite his diagnosis, with Biden 
tweeting out a picture of himself making calls from the treaty room of the White House.

The president spoke by phone to lawmakers in Pennsylvania to apologize for having to cancel his planned trip 
Thursday to the city of Wilkes-Barre to promote his crime prevention plans. Biden also called South Carolina 
Rep. Jim Clyburn to wish him a happy birthday and congratulate him on receiving an award from the NAACP.

O’Connor wrote in his letter about the president’s treatment plan: “I anticipate that he will respond favor-
ably” to Paxlovid “as most maximally protected patients do.”

Jean-Pierre said Biden had last tested negative on Tuesday, and he will stay isolated until he tests negative 
again.

First lady Jill Biden, speaking to reporters as she arrived for a school visit in Detroit, said she’d just gotten 
off the phone with her husband.

“He’s doing fine,” she said. “He’s feeling good.”
The first lady, who was wearing a mask, said she tested negative earlier in the day. She will keep her full 

schedule in Michigan and Georgia on Thursday, though she will be following guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention on masking and distancing, said Michael LaRosa, her spokesperson.

The president spent much of last week in Israel and Saudi Arabia. White House officials told reporters 
that Biden planned to minimize contact during the trip, yet as soon as he exited Air Force One on July 13, the 
president was fist-bumping, handshaking and even seen in the occasional hug. The CDC says symptoms can 
appear two to 14 days after exposure to the virus.

Biden had a minimal public schedule after returning from Saudi Arabia late on Saturday night, attending 
church the next day and helping to welcome Ukraine’s first lady Olena Zelenska to the White House on Tues-
day. The president traveled to Massachusetts on Wednesday to promote efforts to combat climate change.

Dr. Graham Snyder, an infectious disease specialist at the University of Pittsburgh, said in an interview that 
it wasn’t surprising that Biden tested positive given the extent of his activities and interactions with people. 
He said Biden appears to be pursuing a treatment that should enable him to recover without facing even 
worse health risks.

“He’s put himself in a place to have the best possible outcome, which is the lowest probability of being sick 
enough to get in the hospital or heaven forbid in intensive care or dying,” Snyder said.

Up to this point, Biden’s ability to avoid the virus seemed to defy the odds, even with the testing procedures 
in place for those expected to be in close contact with him. Prior waves of the virus swept through Wash-
ington’s political class, infecting Vice President Kamala Harris, Cabinet members, White House staffers and 
lawmakers. Biden has increasingly stepped up his travel schedule and resumed holding large indoor events 
where not everyone is tested.

A White House official said Harris tested negative for COVID-19. She was last with the president on Tuesday 
and spoke with him on the phone Thursday morning. Harris planned to remain masked on the guidance of 
the White House medical team.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she hoped that Biden’s positive test for the virus would cause more 
Americans to get vaccinated and boosted because “none of us is immune from it, including the president of 
the United States, and we really have to be careful.”

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell on Twitter wished the president “a speedy recovery.”
Top White House officials in recent months have been matter-of-fact about the likelihood of the president 

getting COVID, a measure of how engrained the virus has become in society — and of its diminished threat 
for those who are up to date on their vaccinations and with access to treatments.

When administered within five days of symptoms appearing, Paxlovid, produced by drugmaker Pfizer, has 
been proven to bring about a 90% reduction in hospitalizations and deaths among patients most likely to get 
severe disease.
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Biden is far from the first world leader — and not the first U.S. president — to get the coronavirus, which 

has infected British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, French President Emmanuel Macron and more than a dozen 
other leaders and high-ranking officials globally.

When Biden’s predecessor, President Donald Trump, contracted the disease in October 2020, it was a far 
different time. Vaccines were not available and treatment options were limited and less advanced. After 
being diagnosed with COVID-19 at the White House, Trump was given an experimental antibody treatment 
and steroids after his blood oxygen levels fell dangerously low. He was hospitalized at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center for three days

After more than two years and over a million deaths in the U.S., the virus is still killing an average of 353 
people a day in the U.S., according to the CDC. The unvaccinated are at far greater risk, more than two times 
more likely to test positive and nine times more likely to die from the virus than those who have received at 
least a primary dose of the vaccines, according to the public health agency.

The highly transmissible omicron variant is the dominant strain in the U.S., but scientists say it poses a lower 
risk for severe illness to those who are up to date on their vaccinations. Omicron’s BA.5 sub-strain, believed 
to be even more contagious, now makes up more than 65% of U.S. cases.

“There’s a lot of infections across America,” White House COVID-19 coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha said May 
18, blaming the highly-transmissible variants, as well as relaxing mitigation measures like mask requirements.

The coronavirus pandemic helped put Biden in the White House, as he pledged to handle COVID-19 better 
than his predecessor. After initial months of success surging the nation’s supply and availability of vaccines, 
the virus became a morass for the Democrat in the first year of his presidency, as he struggled to boost the 
country’s vaccination rate and to stay ahead of the unpredictable disease.

As cases sharply declined earlier this year, Biden highlighted his administration’s efforts to end the pandemic 
and help the nation regain a sense of normalcy. He said in his March 1 State of the Union address, “It’s time 
for Americans to get back to work and fill our great downtowns again.”

The White House has sought to go above public health guidelines to protect the president, with all visitors 
and staff required to attest to their vaccination status or submit to daily tests. People expected to be in close 
proximity to Biden are tested daily.

Housing market chills as mortgage rates, prices scare buyers
By KEN SWEET, MICHAEL CASEY and ALEX VEIGA The Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Kyle Tomcak was looking for a home for his in-laws in the suburbs around Denver, 

something priced close to $450,000.
Tomcak became dispirited as he lost out to investors fronting cash offers $100,000 over the asking price. 

Then mortgage rates ballooned, putting his price range out of reach.
“All of a sudden, your buying power is less … even though your payments are the same,” he said.
Tomcak, 39 and a project manager for a commercial painting company from Aurora, Colorado, had hoped 

to lock in a monthly mortgage payment of $2,350. His mortgage consultant recommended dropping the maxi-
mum price he’d pay for a home, first to $300,000 then to $200,000.

Tomcak has abandoned his search for now..
The Federal Reserve has aggressively raised short-term interest rates to fight inflation, which in turn 

helps push rates higher for credit cards, auto loans and mortgages. Rising mortgage rates have combined with 
already high home prices to discourage would-be buyers. Mortgage applications have declined sharply. Sales 
of previously occupied homes have fallen for five straight months, during what is generally the busiest time 
of year in real estate.

The rate on a 30-year mortgage averaged around 5.54% this week, according to mortgage buyer Freddie Mac; 
a year ago it was close to 2.78%. The increase in rates is leaving buyers with some unwelcome options: pay 
hundreds of dollars more for a mortgage, buy a smaller home or choose to live in a less desirable neighbor-
hood, or drop out of the market, at least until rates come down.

All signals point toward the Fed continuing to raise interest rates, promising little relief for potential buyers 
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at least for the rest of the year.

Data provided to The Associated Press by the real estate data company Redfin shows how much home 
a buyer could get with a $2,000 a month mortgage payment. In Providence, Rhode Island, for example an 
average buyer a year ago could have purchased a roughly 4,900-square-foot home for that size mortgage 
payment. Now that amount only gets a buyer a 2,200 square foot home.

In Seattle, a hotter housing market, a $2,000-a-month payment this time last year would have gotten 
a buyer a modest 1,300-square-foot home. That sort of payment would get them only a 950-square-foot 
apartment now.

“Simply put, people cannot afford the same home as they could have a year ago,” said Daryl Fairweather, 
an economist with Redfin.

Besides pushing would-be homeowners to reconsider their home search, rising rates are also forcing a 
growing number of buyers who struck a deal on a house to back out. About 60,000 home-purchase deals 
fell through in June, representing nearly 15% of all homes that went under contract last month, according 
to Redfin. That’s up from 12.7% in May and 11.2% a year ago.

For more than a decade, potential homebuyers were willing to put up with rising home prices because the 
cost of a mortgage was at historical lows. The average mortgage rate on a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage mostly 
stayed below 4.5% for most of the last decade, according to data from the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.

The financial data firm Black Knight estimates that the rise in mortgage rates has increased a typical bor-
rower’s monthly payment by 44% since the beginning of the year. Since the start of the pandemic, the average 
mortgage payment has doubled to more than $2,100.

Most of the pain is being felt at the bottom of the market: the first-time homebuyer, who often has the 
least amount of money for a down payment and is trying to make the monthly payment work for their budget. 
Sales of homes priced below $250,000 fell by more than 30% in June.

For those who can afford to buy a home even with higher mortgage rates, the housing market slowdown 
has a silver lining — more options. As homes get fewer offers, they tend to linger on the market longer. The 
number of homes for sale, which has been rising from ultra-low levels since the spring, increased 18.7% from 
a year earlier, according to Realtor.com.

The market has changed dramatically for sellers as well.
Raymond Martin and his wife listed their home in Austin, Texas, for sale for $1.1 million in early May. They 

figured selling the four-bedroom, three-bath house would be “a walk in the park.”
The couple had reason to be optimistic. As recently as this spring, it wasn’t unusual for sellers to receive 

multiple competing offers within hours of listing their home, or for some buyers to agree to pay well above 
asking price while giving up their right to a home inspection — all to beat out rival bidders. It was very much 
a sellers’ market.

Instead, the Martins have yet to receive a single offer and have lowered their asking price to $899,000. Ray-
mond Martin, 51, noted that shortly before listing his Austin home, a neighbor sold their similar-sized home 
for $100,000 over the $1 million asking price.

The couple are living in a new home in Florida while patiently trying to sell the Austin property. “Clearly, 
the market’s kind of stalled,” he said.

Historically, late spring to early summer is peak home buying season in the U.S., but there are multiple signs 
that buyers have become discouraged.

The number of Americans applying for a mortgage is down significantly from a year ago. Weekly mortgage ap-
plications tracked by the Mortgage Bankers Association are down roughly 50% from a year earlier. The decline 
in mortgage applications could signal a slowdown in future homebuying activity, since potential homebuyers 
do not apply for a mortgage unless they have settled on a particular home or condo.

Joe Luca, a realtor and past president of the Rhode Island Association of Realtors, said buyers are having 
to refine their search, settling for smaller homes, or choosing a neighborhood further from a city center.

“People may be looking to buy a house in a really nice town in the best part of that town. Rates go up so 
they can’t afford that, so they need to recalibrate what they are going to buy,” he said.
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Key Russia-Europe gas pipeline reopens but outlook unclear

By GEIR MOULSON Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — Natural gas started flowing through a major pipeline from Russia to Europe on Thursday 

after a 10-day shutdown for maintenance — but the gas flow remained well short of full capacity and the 
outlook was uncertain, which leaves Europe still facing the prospect of a hard winter.

Deliveries through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline under the Baltic Sea resumed at 40% of capacity, the level 
they had been at for weeks before annual maintenance. The German government announced that it would 
step up its gas storage requirements and take further measures to save gas.

The pipeline had been closed since July 11 for maintenance. Amid growing tensions over Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, German officials had feared that the pipeline — the country’s main source of Russian gas, which 
recently has accounted for around a third of Germany’s gas supplies — might not reopen at all.

But the gas deliveries that were arriving still weren’t enough to resolve Europe’s energy crisis, and officials 
suspect that Russia is likely to disrupt supplies further. German Vice Chancellor Robert Habeck said the re-
duced supply “speaks a clear political language and confirms that we can’t rely on deliveries.”

“The outlook is simply extremely volatile,” said Klaus Mueller, the head of Germany’s network regulator. 
“We must save more to get through the next two winters well.”

Russia’s state-owned Gazprom reduced the flow through Nord Stream 1 by 60% in mid-June, citing alleged 
technical problems involving equipment that partner Siemens Energy sent to Canada for overhaul and 
couldn’t be returned because of sanctions over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The Canadian government earlier this month gave permission for the turbine to be delivered to Germany.
The German government has rejected Gazprom’s technical explanation for the gas reduction, charging 

repeatedly that it was only a pretext for the Kremlin’s political decision to sow uncertainty and further push up 
energy prices. It has said the turbine was a replacement that was only supposed to be installed in September.

“Russia is using the great power it has — too great a power, which we gave Russia — to blackmail Europe,” 
said Habeck, who is also the economy minister and responsible for energy. He said of the turbine: “Sometimes 
one has the impression that Russia doesn’t want to take it back at all.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin said this week that Gazprom still hadn’t received the relevant documents 
for the turbine’s return, and questioned the quality of the repair work. Putin said Gazprom would shut an-
other turbine for repairs in late July, and if the one that was sent to Canada wasn’t returned by then, the 
flow of gas to Germany would decline even further.

Habeck said the turbine was in Germany at the beginning of this week, and German authorities will say when 
it has reached Russia and been handed over to Gazprom.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Thursday underlined Moscow’s insistence that Nord Stream 1 was 
not operating at full capacity due to “technical problems” that he blamed on European sanctions.

But Simone Tagliapietra, an energy policy expert at the Bruegel think tank in Brussels, said Russia was 
playing a “strategic game.”

“Keeping low flows going is better than cutoff. It decreases Europe’s resolve to reduce gas demand,” he 
said. He warned that Europe must go into crisis mode anyway “because an interruption is likely to happen 
in the winter. And each cubic meter of gas saved now makes Europe more resilient in the next months.”

The European Commission proposed this week that its 27 nations cut their gas use by 15% over the coming 
months as the bloc braces for a possible full Russian cutoff of gas supplies.

Germany and the rest of Europe are scrambling to fill gas storage in time for winter and reduce their de-
pendence on Russian energy imports. Germany has Europe’s biggest economy; gas is important to power its 
industries, provide heating and, to some extent, generate electricity.

Last month, the government activated the second phase of Germany’s three-stage emergency plan for 
natural gas supplies, warning that Europe’s biggest economy faced a “crisis” and winter storage targets were 
at risk. As of Thursday, Germany’s gas storage was 65.1% full.

Habeck said the government is tightening storage requirements to ensure that storage facilities aren’t tapped 
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for gas. There will be a new requirement for storage to be 75% full by Sept. 1 and the targets for October and 
November will be raised to 85% and 95% respectively, from 80% and 90% at present.

The government plans to ban the heating of private pools with gas. It wants to encourage energy saving in 
public buildings and offices, arguing that spaces where people don’t regularly spend time shouldn’t be heated. 
And it wants to suspend requirements in some private housing contracts for tenants to heat rooms to a 
minimum temperature.

To make up for shortfalls, the German government has given the green light for utility companies to fire up 
10 dormant coal-fired power plants and six that are oil-fueled. Another 11 coal-fired power plants scheduled 
to be shut down in November will be allowed to keep operating.

Habeck said Thursday that dormant lignite-fired power plants also will be cleared for reactivation starting 
in October. And trains transporting oil and coal could be given priority.

AP-NORC poll: Majority in US want legal abortion nationally
By HANNAH FINGERHUT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A majority of Americans say Congress should pass a law guaranteeing access to legal 

abortion nationwide, according to a new poll that finds over half say they feel at least somewhat “sad” or 
“angry” about the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade.

The high court’s decision asserted that abortion is not a constitutional right and handed states the author-
ity to severely restrict or ban abortion. The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll 
shows many Americans back some restrictions on abortion, especially after the first trimester, but the most 
extreme measures introduced in some Republican-led states are at odds with the public — and with many 
of the people who live in them.

Faith Murphy, a 41-year-old in Coshocton, Ohio, said she was “quite upset” that the court overruled Roe 
and wants to see abortion access federally protected. While she’s voted across the aisle, Murphy considers 
herself a Republican and doesn’t want to see Republican leaders in her state and others push for restrictions.

“I don’t trust who we have in government here in Ohio ... to keep women’s rights or the right to an abor-
tion for any reason whatsoever intact,” Murphy said.

Polling ahead of the June 24 decision suggested that overturning Roe would be unpopular with a major-
ity of Americans who wanted to see the court uphold the 50-year precedent. The new poll, roughly three 
weeks after the decision, finds 53% of U.S. adults say they disapprove of the court’s decision, while 30% say 
they approve. An additional 16% say they neither approve nor disapprove.

Sixty percent think Congress should pass a law guaranteeing access to legal abortion nationwide. The House 
last Friday voted to restore abortion rights in the U.S., though the bill will likely stall in the Senate.

Overwhelming majorities also think their state should generally allow abortion in specific cases, including 
if the health of the pregnant person is endangered or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. Few 
think abortion should always be illegal, and most Americans support their state generally allowing abortion 
six weeks into the pregnancy.

Those patterns persist even in the 23 states in which laws banning or tightening access to abortion have 
taken effect, will soon take effect or are being debated in court.

Blake Jones thinks six weeks “is far too early to be able to make a decision like that,” and while he person-
ally doesn’t approve of abortion, the 28-year-old Democrat in Athens, Georgia, said he’s pro-choice because 
he doesn’t believe “that my views should affect other people.”

Jones said he thinks the point of viability is more appropriate for restrictions on abortion, but even then, 
there should be exceptions if the pregnant person’s health is at risk or the baby would be born with a severe 
health issue.

Views about abortion at the 15-week mark are muddled. The poll shows Americans in states that have 
deepened restrictions on abortion are closely divided over abortion at 15 weeks into a pregnancy. That com-
pares with about 6 in 10 Americans in other states saying abortion should be allowed at that point. That gap 
is similar on allowing abortion for “any reason.”
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Support dwindles across the board at 24 weeks into the pregnancy, with only about a third saying their state 

should generally allow for that.
While only about a third approve of the Supreme Court’s decision, the poll finds about half of Americans 

think states should be responsible for establishing abortion laws.
Jeffrey Bouchelle agreed with the court because “it should’ve been a states’ rights issue in the first place.” 

The 57-year-old Republican in Farmers Branch, Texas, believes abortion is wrong, but as a state issue. 
Bouchelle accepted some states may allow abortion if that’s what the majority prefers.

“There should be access to abortion,” he said. “I just don’t think it should be in Texas.”
Overall, about a third of U.S. adults say they feel at least somewhat proud, relieved or excited about the 

court’s decision, a reflection that the decades-long effort to overturn Roe resonates with a sizable segment 
of the population.

“I’m happy with it,” Tammy Rardain said about the court’s decision. The 54-year-old Republican in Logan, 
Ohio, said her views on abortion are defined by her Christian faith. She wants to see a ban on abortion in Ohio 
at any point in the pregnancy.

More Americans — 55% — say they feel at least somewhat angry or sad about the decision, including about 
4 in 10 who feel so strongly. Half say they feel at least somewhat anxious or hopeless — a sign that Democrats 
may struggle to turn feelings of anger into motivation to turn out to vote in this year’s midterm elections.

“I was really disappointed, and I felt as though our judicial system had failed us all,” said 41-year-old Demo-
crat Candice Lampkin. “I truly believe that they’re infringing upon our civil rights and liberties.”

The Chicago resident said she wants abortion to be a federally protected right and is concerned about what 
health care, like birth control, might be targeted next. She hopes the issue will be top of mind for voters 
this fall.

“We have to do more during election season and make sure we hold our politicians accountable,” she said.

Rapinoe, King urge freedom for Brittney Griner at The ESPYS
By BETH HARRIS AP Sports Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Soccer player Megan Rapinoe admonished her fellow athletes for not doing enough to 

speak out and encouraged them to support detained WNBA star Brittney Griner at The ESPYS on Wednesday 
night.

Griner was arrested in Russia in February after customs officials said they found vape canisters containing 
cannabis oil in her luggage. She faces up to 10 years in prison if convicted on charges of transporting drugs.

“For me, the most striking thing is that BG’s not here. BG deserves to be free, she’s being held as a political 
prisoner, obviously,” Rapinoe said while accepting a trophy for best play at the show honoring the past year’s 
top athletes and moments in sports.

“Like what are we doing here dressed up like we are when our sister is detained abroad? We haven’t done 
enough, none of us. We can do more, we can support her more, and just let her know that we love her so 
much.”

“First, bring BG home. Gotta do that,” tennis great Billie Jean King said.
Griner has pleaded guilty in court and acknowledged possessing the canisters but said she had no criminal 

intent.
Rapinoe urged her fellow competitors to keep Griner’s face and name on social media.
“Every time we say it in interviews, it puts pressure on everybody,” she said. “It puts pressure on the ad-

ministration, it puts pressure on Russia, it puts pressure on Putin, it puts pressure on everyone, and it lets 
BG know also above everything that we love her and that we miss her and that we’re thinking about her all 
the time.”

NBA Finals MVP Stephen Curry hosted the show and joined WNBA players Nneka Ogwumike and Skylar 
Diggins-Smith in calling attention to Griner’s plight.

“It’s been 153 nights now that BG has been wrongfully detained thousands of miles away from home, away 
from her family, away from her friends, away from her team,” Diggins-Smith said. “All throughout that time, 
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we’ve kept her in our thoughts and in our hearts even though we know that ain’t nearly enough to bring her 
home, y’all.”

Wearing her Phoenix Mercury jersey under his track suit, Curry noted the effort being made to free Griner.
“But as we hope for the best, we urge the entire global sports community to continue to stay energized on 

her behalf,” he said. “She’s one of us, the team of athletes in this room tonight and all over the world. A 
team that has nothing to do with politics or global conflict.”

They were applauded by Griner’s wife, Cherelle Griner, who was in the audience at the Dolby Theatre in 
Hollywood.

Curry picked up a trophy, too, for best record-breaking performance, having set the mark for most 3-pointers 
made in league history. He also shared the best team award with the NBA champion Golden State Warriors.

Los Angeles Angels two-way star Shohei Ohtani won best athlete in men’s sports.
“It’s an honor to be in the same category as all of you. You are the best at what you do,” the Japanese player 

said, speaking in English via videotape. “Have a wonderful everything and enjoy your afterparties.”
Olympic swimming champion Katie Ledecky won best athlete in women’s sports.
Ledecky earned two golds and two silvers at the Tokyo Games last year, giving her 10 career Olympic 

medals. She received her trophy from Maybelle Blair, the 95-year-old who played in the All-American Girls 
Professional Baseball League.

“I represent one of the few sports that is also a really important life skill, so I want to encourage all the 
parents here, anyone watching, to make sure your kids learn how to swim,” Ledecky said. “Our planet is 70% 
water, so it’s very important.”

Former heavyweight champion Vitali Klitschko was honored with the Arthur Ashe Award for Courage, 
having impacted the world beyond sports. Klitschko, mayor of embattled Kyiv, Ukraine, since 2014, wasn’t 
present. He appeared in a pre-taped video.

King led off a tribute to the 50th anniversary of Title IX, the federal legislation that prohibits sex-based 
discrimination in schools that receive government funding.

She was joined by Lisa Leslie, Brandi Chastain, Chloe Kim, Allyson Felix, Aly Raisman and Rapinoe, among 
others. They spoke against a background of black-and-white photos showing women athletes in action, on 
the field or in the streets advocating for gender equality. Their comments were interspersed with country 
singer Mickey Guyton performing her songs “What Are You Gonna Tell Her?” and “Remember Her Name.”

The ESPYS were criticized by South Carolina women’s basketball coach Dawn Staley for not inviting con-
sensus player of the year Aliyah Boston to the show. Boston had hoped to attend and was disappointed 
not to be asked. She was issued a last-minute invitation but declined it.

ESPN said COVID-19 concerns and a smaller venue forced organizers to prioritize invitees to the show. Bos-
ton was nominated in a non-televised category that was handed out a night earlier. She lost to Oklahoma 
softball star Jocelyn Alo, who took part in the Title IX tribute.

ESPN college basketball broadcaster Dick Vitale received the Jimmy V Award for Perseverance. The 83-year-
old has undergone multiple melanoma surgeries and six months of chemotherapy for lymphoma over the 
last year. In March, he said he was cancer free.

Vitale dismissed messages on the teleprompter urging him to conclude his remarks, which stretched to 
20 minutes.

“I’m gonna wrap up in about three minutes,” he said in a raspy voice. “Jimmy’s dream was to beat cancer. 
We must do it because it doesn’t discriminate. It comes after all.”

What to watch as Jan. 6 panel returns to prime time
By MARY CLARE JALONICK Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House Jan. 6 committee is headed back to prime time for its eighth hearing — 

potentially the final time this summer that lawmakers will lay out evidence about the U.S. Capitol insurrection 
and President Donald Trump’s efforts to overturn his 2020 election defeat.

Thursday’s hearing is expected to focus on what Trump was doing in the White House as the violence 
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unfolded on Jan. 6, 2021. Rep. Adam Kinzinger, an Illinois Republican who is one of two members leading 
the hearing, said he expects it will “open people’s eyes in a big way.”

This will be the panel’s second hearing in prime time. The first, on June 9, was watched by more than 20 
million people.

What to watch for in Thursday’s hearing:
TRUMP IN THE WHITE HOUSE
Committee members have said the hearing will be an in-depth look at what Trump was doing in the White 

House that day as hundreds of his supporters violently pushed past police and broke into the building.
The panel has already revealed some of the Trump evidence in previous hearings, showing clips of multiple 

White House aides who tried to pressure the president to act, or to publicly call on the rioters to leave, as 
he watched television in a West Wing dining room.

But there are still questions about what the president was doing, especially because official White House 
records of Trump’s phone calls included an eight-hour gap, from a little after 11 that morning to about 7 that 
evening.

The committee has tried to fill in that gap with witness interviews and other sources, such as subpoena-
ing private phone records. A panel member, Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., said Trump could have called off 
the rioters at any time, but he did not. More than three hours, or 187 minutes, passed before he finally did.

“The consequences we’re still dealing with today,” Aguilar said.
“You will hear that Donald Trump never picked up the phone that day to order his administration to 

help,” Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, the committee’s Republican vice chairwoman, said as she previewed 
the hearing last week.

NEW WITNESSES
Two former White House aides  who resigned immediately after the insurrection will testify at the hearing. 

Former deputy press secretary Sarah Matthews and former deputy national security adviser Matthew Pot-
tinger will talk about what they saw and heard in the White House as Trump learned about the insurrection 
and waited hours to tell the rioters to leave the Capitol.

Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., who will lead the hearing with Kinzinger, said the two witnesses “believed in the 
work they were doing, but didn’t believe in the stolen election.”

The committee will be “hearing from people who were in the White House, what they observed, what 
their reactions were,” Luria said.

THE WHOLE STORY
The finale in the committee’s summer series of hearings will seek to wrap up the story the panel has been 

telling from the start — that Trump was told his claims of widespread fraud were false but pushed them 
anyway, without regard for democracy or the people who were affected, and that his words and actions 
incited the riot at the Capitol.

The lawmakers are expected to give a minute-by-minute description of what happened the day of Jan. 
6, a capstone to previous hearings that examined the weeks running up to the insurrection.

A Democratic member of the committee, Maryland Rep. Jamie Raskin, said the hearing will be about what 
happened in three different places on Jan. 6: The White House, inside the Capitol and outside the Capitol, 
where police officers were beaten and overwhelmed by the rioters.

CLIFFHANGERS
As the committee wraps up this “season” of hearings, like a television show, there are likely to be some 

cliffhangers.
Among the questions the committee may leave unanswered: Will the committee call Trump to testify? Or 

his vice president, Mike Pence? Will there be more hearings? Are they holding back any information for their 
final report?

At least one hearing is expected in the fall, when the nine-member panel is expected to issue a report on 
its findings, but more hearings are possible. If Republicans take control of the House in November’s midterm 
elections, they are expected to shut down the committee.
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The panel’s work will also continue to reverberate through other investigations, including at the Justice 

Department, which has arrested more than 800 suspected rioters and has seized or sought information from 
some of the politicians and others who were allied with Trump as he tried to overturn the vote. The Justice 
Department has asked the committee for some of its interview transcripts.

Raskin said before the hearings began that the measure of success would be “whether we are able to pre-
serve American democracy and our institutions — it’s a long-term test.”

Americans filing jobless claims at highest level in 8 months
By MATT OTT AP Business Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits last week rose to 

the highest level in more than eight months in what may be a sign that the labor market is weakening.
Applications for jobless aid for the week ending July 16 rose by 7,000 to 251,000, up from the previous 

week’s 244,000, the Labor Department reported Thursday. That’s the most since Nov. 13, 2021 when 265,000 
Americans applied for benefits.

Analysts surveyed by the data firm FactSet expected the number to come in at 242,000.
First-time applications generally reflect layoffs.
The four-week average for claims, which smooths out some of the week-to-week volatility, rose by 4,500 

from the previous week, to 240,500.
The total number of Americans collecting jobless benefits for the week ending July 9 rose by 51,000 from 

the previous week, to 1,384,000. That figure has been near 50-year lows for months.
Earlier this month, the Labor Department reported that employers added 372,000 jobs in June, a surpris-

ingly robust gain and similar to the pace of the previous two months. Economists had expected job growth 
to slow sharply last month given the broader signs of economic weakness.

The unemployment rate remained 3.6% for a fourth straight month, matching a near-50-year low that 
was reached before the pandemic struck in early 2020.

The government also reported earlier in July that U.S. employers advertised fewer jobs in May amid signs 
that the economy is weakening, though the overall demand for workers remained strong. There are nearly 
two job openings for every unemployed person.

Consumer prices are still soaring, up 9.1% in June compared with a year earlier, the biggest yearly increase 
since 1981, the government reported last week.

The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits last week hit its highest level in nearly 8 
months, but the total number of those collecting benefits fell. The Labor Department also reported last 
week that inflation at the wholesale level climbed 11.3% in June from a year earlier.

All of those figures paint a divergent picture of the post-pandemic economy: Inflation is hammering house-
hold budgets, forcing consumers to pull back on spending, and growth is weakening, heightening fears the 
economy could fall into recession.

In an effort to combat the worst inflation in more than four decades, the Federal Reserve raised rates by 
a half-point in May and another rare three-quarter point increase last month. Most economists expect the 
Federal Reserve to jack up its borrowing rate another half-to-three-quarters of a point when it meets later 
this month.

Though the labor market is still strong, there have been some high-profile layoffs announced recently by 
Tesla, Netflix, Carvana, Redfin and Coinbase.

Today in History: July 22, Senate rejects court-packing plan
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Friday, July 22, the 203rd day of 2022. There are 162 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
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On July 22, 1937, the U.S. Senate rejected President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s proposal to add more justices 

to the Supreme Court.
On this date:
In 1862, President Abraham Lincoln presented to his Cabinet a preliminary draft of the Emancipation Proc-

lamation.
In 1934, bank robber John Dillinger was shot to death by federal agents outside Chicago’s Biograph Theater, 

where he had just seen the Clark Gable movie “Manhattan Melodrama.”
In 1942, the Nazis began transporting Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto to the Treblinka concentration camp. 

Gasoline rationing involving the use of coupons began along the Atlantic seaboard.
In 1943, American forces led by Gen. George S. Patton captured Palermo, Sicily, during World War II.
In 1967, American author, historian and poet Carl Sandburg died at his North Carolina home at age 89.
In 1975, the House of Representatives joined the Senate in voting to restore the American citizenship of 

Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.
In 1991, police in Milwaukee arrested Jeffrey Dahmer, who later confessed to murdering 17 men and boys 

(Dahmer ended up being beaten to death by a fellow prison inmate).
In 1992, Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar escaped from his luxury prison near Medellin (meh-deh-YEEN’). 

(He was slain by security forces in December 1993.)
In 2011, Anders Breivik (AHN’-durs BRAY’-vihk), a self-described “militant nationalist,” massacred 69 people 

at a Norwegian island youth retreat after detonating a bomb in nearby Oslo that killed eight others in the 
nation’s worst violence since World War II.

In 2013, the Duchess of Cambridge, the former Kate Middleton, gave birth to a son, Prince George, who 
became third in line to the British throne after Prince Charles and Prince William.

In 2015, a federal grand jury indictment charged Dylann Roof, the young man accused of killing nine Black 
church members in Charleston, South Carolina, with 33 counts including hate crimes that made him eligible 
for the death penalty. (Roof would become the first person sentenced to death for a federal hate crime; he 
is on death row at a federal prison in Indiana.)

In 2020, the mayor of Portland, Oregon, was among those tear-gassed by U.S. government agents as he 
appeared outside a federal courthouse during raucous protests; Ted Wheeler and hundreds of others were 
objecting to the presence of federal police sent by President Donald Trump. California surpassed New York 
as the state with the highest number of confirmed coronavirus cases. Twitter said it would crack down on 
accounts and content related to the far-right conspiracy theory QAnon.

Ten years ago: President Barack Obama made a quick trip to Colorado to meet with families of those gunned 
down in an Aurora movie theater and to hear from state and local officials about the shooting that left 12 
people dead and dozens more injured. Fifteen people were killed in South Texas when a pickup truck ran 
off the road and hit trees about 90 miles southeast of San Antonio. Bradley Wiggins became the first British 
cyclist to win the Tour de France. Ernie Els won his fourth major championship in an astonishing finish, rallying 
to beat Adam Scott in the British Open when the Australian bogeyed the last four holes.

Five years ago: Israel’s military fortified its troops in the West Bank and placed forces on high alert, a day after 
a Palestinian stabbed to death three members of an Israeli family. Violence resumed near the epicenter of 
the current crisis after hundreds of Muslim worshippers held evening prayers outside a Jerusalem holy site 
where Israel had imposed security measures following a deadly attack.

One year ago: In papers filed with the Supreme Court, Mississippi’s Republican attorney general called on the 
court to overturn its landmark 1973 ruling that legalized abortion nationwide, and let states decide whether 
to regulate abortion before a fetus can survive outside the womb. (The court would agree to overturn Roe 
v. Wade in its ruling in the Mississippi case in June 2022.) One day before the start of the Tokyo Olympics, 
the city hit another six-month high in new COVID-19 cases.

Today’s Birthdays: Author Tom Robbins is 90. Actor Louise Fletcher is 88. R&B singer Chuck Jackson is 85. Ac-
tor Terence Stamp is 84. Singer George Clinton is 81. Actor-singer Bobby Sherman is 79. Former Sen. Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, R-Texas, is 79. Movie writer-director Paul Schrader is 76. Actor Danny Glover is 76. Singer Mireille 



Friday, July 22, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 015 ~ 83 of 83

Groton Daily Independent
Mathieu is 76. Actor-comedian-director Albert Brooks is 75. Rock singer Don Henley is 75. Movie composer 
Alan Menken is 73. Singer-actor Lonette McKee is 69. Jazz musician Al Di Meola (mee-OH’-lah) is 68. Actor 
Willem Dafoe is 67. Actor John Leguizamo is 62. R&B singer Keith Sweat is 61. Actor Joanna Going is 59. Actor 
Rob Estes is 59. Folk singer Emily Saliers (Indigo Girls) is 59. Actor-comedian David Spade is 58. Actor Patrick 
Labyorteaux (LAH’-bor-toh) is 57. Rock musician Pat Badger is 55. Actor Irene Bedard is 55. Actor Rhys Ifans 
(rees EYE’-fanz) is 55. Actor Diana Maria Riva is 53. Actor Colin Ferguson is 50. Actor/singer Jaime Camil is 49. 
Rock musician Daniel Jones is 49. Singer Rufus Wainwright is 49. Actor Franka Potente (poh-TEN’-tay) is 48. 
Actor Parisa Fitz-Henley is 45. Actor A.J. Cook is 44. Actor Keegan Allen is 35. Actor Camila Banus is 32. Actor 
Selena Gomez is 30. Britain’s Prince George of Cambridge is nine.


