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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

July 8-11
U12 State Tourney in Parker

July 11
5:30 p.m.: U8 hosts Webster, DH (All Groups), 

Nelson Field
5:30 p.m.: U8 hosts Doland, 1 game (All Groups), 

Falk Field
6:30 p.m.: U10 hosts Doland, 1 game (R/W)
6 p.m.: U12 SB at Webster, DH

July 12
6 p.m.: Legion at Milbank, 1 game
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Legion at Milbank, DH
6 p.m.: U12 SB at Britton, DH
6 p.m.: U8 SB at Clark, DH

July 13
5 p.m.: Legion at Mobridge, 1 game
6:30 p.m.: Jr. Legion at Mobridge, 1 game
5:30 p.m.: U10 vs. Renegades in Watertown, DH, 

(R/B)

July 14
5:30 p.m.: Legion hosts Webster, DH
Jr. Teeners just be completed by this date
6 p.m.: U12 SB hosts Faulkton, DH
6 p.m.: U8 SB at Claremont, 1 game
7 p.m.: U10 SB at Claremont, 1 game

Jul 15-17
U10 State Tourney in Salem

July 18
6 p.m.: Jr. Legion hosts Frederick, DH

July 19-21
Legion Regions at Redfield

July 22-24
Jr. Teeners State Tourney at Hayti

July 23-24
Jr. Legion Region

July 29-Aug. 2
State Legion at Gregory

August 5-7: State Jr. Legion at Clark

1- Upcoming Events
2- School Board Story
3- Bethesda Lutheran Church Ad
4- School Board Hand-outs
9- Groton Jr. Teeners fall short in quest for state 

tournament
11- Weather Pages
16- Daily Devotional
17- 2022 Community Events
18- Subscription Form
19- News from the Associated Press
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Food Service program has a nice cash balance

A second round of supply chain grant will be available. The district got $15,500 from the first go around.
The food program has benefited from COVID funds. The cash balance at the end of 2020 was $32,051 

while at the end of June 2022 is $92,669. “It’s a nice cash balance in the food service program which is 
nice to see,” said Superintendent Joe Schwan.

There will be no universal free lunch program this year, but the reimbursement for those that qualify 
will be higher this year.

During the transportation report, it was indicated that the cost per mile for the bus is $1.75 during the 
2021-22 school year. That is actually down from the $1.78 the year prior. The upcoming year may see a 
higher cost due to the increased cost of gas. The average cost per pupil is $1,165.44 with 275 students 
entitled to ride. 

The board approved the resignation of Jordyn Bortnem, MS/HS Special Education Teacher with liquidated 
damages penalty for breach of contract.

Jasmine Schinkel submitted her resignation from the Groton Area School as she is taking a new avenue 
in her life’s path.

There was discussion on replacing the crows nest at the football field. Schwan said the project could 
be done for under $80,000. 

The reorganizational meeting was held. Deborah Gengerke was voted in for board president. Marty 
Weismantel was voted as Vice President. 

The proposed budget was reviewed and Business Manager Mike Weber reported that the levy for the 
district will actually slightly decrease from last year. What property owners will pay will depending on 
their valuations go up or down. Ag property levy will decrease from 3.506 to 3.384, owner occupied will 
decrease from 5.250 to 5.070, and non-ag will decrease from 8.622 to 8.330.

The valuation of the Groton Area School District increased from $1,239,760,237 to $1,286,350,563.
The Groton Independent was designated as the official newspaper and MJ’s Sinclair was awarded the 

diesel/gas contract for the upcoming school year. Grant Rix was appointed to serve on the North Central 
Special Education Cooperative Governing Board. Activity and lunch prices will remain the same with the 
exception that the second milk will increase by a quarter. OST rates will also remain unchanged. Jesse 
Holland was hired as a SPED at a rate of $14 an hour. Salaries for board members remain unchanged. 
Substitute teacher rate increased from $125 per day to $130 per day. Substitute bus driver rate increased 
from $65 a day to $90 a day.
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Bethesda 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Bristol

Call Kay Espeland 492-3507 or 
Alice Jean Peterson 216-2835

"Sunshine, Lollipops and Rainbows"
Wednesday, July 13 at Noon
Ladies Luncheon & Program

Silent Auction  
10:30 - 11:30
Door Prizes

Ty Eschenbaum 
will be the speaker

Advance tickets 
required $10.00
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Groton Jr. Teeners fall short in quest for state tournament

The Groton Junior Teener baseball team was eliminated in the region championship game by Clark. Here 
are the stories from the regional tournament starting from the last game to the first game.

VFW 14U Clark Blows Away SDVFW 14U Groton by Eight Runs
SDVFW 14U Clark had all cylinders firing on offense on Tuesday, winning big over SDVFW 14U Groton 10-2
SDVFW 14U Groton opened up scoring in the first inning.  Carter Simon grounded out, scoring one run.
SDVFW 14U Clark notched five runs in the sixth inning.  SDVFW 14U Clark’s offense in the inning came 

from singles by Mato Denoyer, Logan LeBrie, and Jacob Steen, a fielder’s choice by Oliver Reitz, and an 
error on a ball put in play by Diego Garcia.

Dawson Langten pitched SDVFW 14U Clark to victory. The bulldog surrendered two runs on three hits 
over five and two-thirds innings, striking out six. Cooper Pommer threw one and one-third innings in relief 
out of the bullpen.

Simon took the loss for SDVFW 14U Groton. The bulldog went six innings, allowing ten runs on eight 
hits, striking out two and walking zero.

SDVFW 14U Clark collected eight hits.  Steen and LeBrie each collected multiple hits for SDVFW 14U 
Clark.  LeBrie and Steen each collected two hits to lead SDVFW 14U Clark.  SDVFW 14U Clark tore up the 
base paths, as two players stole at least two bases. Garcia led the way with two.

Nick Throws Shutout as SDVFW 14U Groton Defeats SDVFW 14U Webster
Nick Morris had all the right stuff on Monday for SDVFW 14U Groton, allowing zero runs and besting 

SDVFW 14U Webster by a score of 11-0
SDVFW 14U Groton got things started in the first inning when Karsten Fliehs grounded out, scoring one 

run.
SDVFW 14U Groton tallied five runs in the fifth inning.  SDVFW 14U Groton batters contributing to the 

big inning included Carter Simon, Morris, Gavin Englund, Kellen Antonsen, and Lincoln Krause, who all 
drove in runs.

A single by Matt Mount in the first inning was a positive for SDVFW 14U Webster.
Morris earned the victory on the pitcher’s mound for SDVFW 14U Groton. The ace allowed five hits and 

zero runs over five innings, striking out ten and walking zero.
Sheldon Schmieg took the loss for SDVFW 14U Webster. The hurler surrendered 11 runs on seven hits 

over four and two-thirds innings, striking out two.
SDVFW 14U Groton scattered eight hits in the game.  Morris and Simon all managed multiple hits for 

SDVFW 14U Groton.  Simon and Morris each collected two hits to lead SDVFW 14U Groton.  SDVFW 14U 
Groton tore up the base paths, as three players stole at least two bases. Simon led the way with three.

SDVFW 14U Webster collected five hits.  Gage Baumgarn and Mount each collected multiple hits for 
SDVFW 14U Webster.

SDVFW 14U Webster Can’t Catch Up To SDVFW 14U Groton
SDVFW 14U Webster watched the game slip away early and couldn’t recover in an 11-0 loss to SDVFW 

14U Groton on Monday.  SDVFW 14U Groton scored on a groundout by Karsten Fliehs, a double by Nick 
Morris, and a passed ball during Gavin Englund’s at bat in the first inning.

The SDVFW 14U Webster struggled to put runs on the board and had a tough time defensively contain-
ing SDVFW 14U Groton, giving up 11 runs.

SDVFW 14U Groton fired up the offense in the first inning.  Fliehs grounded out, scoring one run.
One bright spot for SDVFW 14U Webster was a single by Matt Mount in the first inning.
Morris earned the win for SDVFW 14U Groton. The bulldog lasted five innings, allowing five hits and zero 

runs while striking out ten and walking zero.
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Sheldon Schmieg took the loss for SDVFW 14U Webster. The hurler went four and two-thirds innings, 

allowing 11 runs on seven hits and striking out two.
SDVFW 14U Webster tallied five hits in the game.  Mount and Gage Baumgarn each racked up multiple 

hits for SDVFW 14U Webster.  Baumgarn and Mount each collected two hits to lead SDVFW 14U Webster.
SDVFW 14U Groton scattered eight hits in the game.  Carter Simon and Morris all managed multiple hits 

for SDVFW 14U Groton.  Simon led SDVFW 14U Groton with three stolen bases, as they ran wild on the 
base paths with nine stolen bases.

SDVFW 14U Groton Blows Out SDVFW 14U Redfield
SDVFW 14U Groton easily dispatched SDVFW 14U Redfield 17-2 on Sunday
In the first inning, SDVFW 14U Groton got their offense started.  Nick Morris drew a walk, scoring one run.
SDVFW 14U Groton scored seven runs in the second inning.  SDVFW 14U Groton offense in the inning 

was led by Gavin Englund, Tristin McGannon, and Jarrett Erdmann, all driving in runs in the inning.
Englund was the winning pitcher for SDVFW 14U Groton. The fireballer allowed three hits and two runs 

over four innings, striking out six.
Hunter Binger took the loss for SDVFW 14U Redfield. The bulldog allowed nine hits and 16 runs over 

three innings, striking out two.
SDVFW 14U Groton totaled ten hits in the game.  Kellen Antonsen, Karsten Fliehs, and McGannon all 

collected multiple hits for SDVFW 14U Groton. Antonsen went 3-for-4 at the plate to lead SDVFW 14U 
Groton in hits.  Ryder Jangula led SDVFW 14U Groton with two stolen bases, as they ran wild on the base 
paths with seven stolen bases.  SDVFW 14U Groton was sure-handed in the field and didn’t commit a 
single error. Fliehs had the most chances in the field with six.

SDVFW 14U Webster Walks Away Victorious Over SDVFW 14U 
Groton in High-Scoring Game, 17-8

Scorekeepers were kept busy today during a high-scoring contest between SDVFW 14U Webster and 
SDVFW 14U Groton where SDVFW 14U Webster prevailed 17-8.

SDVFW 14U Webster pulled away for good with five runs in the fourth inning.  In the fourth T.J. Son-
stebo drew a walk, scoring one run, Gage Baumgarn singled on a 2-0 count, scoring two runs, and an 
error scored two runs for SDVFW 14U Webster.

SDVFW 14U Webster notched seven runs in the seventh inning.  SDVFW 14U Webster’s big bats in the 
inning were led by an error on a ball put in play by Matt Mount, Colby Coyne, Dylan Carlson, and Sheldon 
Schmieg, a walk by Caleb Edwards, a single by Devin Snaza, and a double by Baumgarn.

SDVFW 14U Groton scored four runs in the fifth inning.  Nick Groeblinghoff, Lincoln Krause,  Tristin Mc-
Gannon, and Jarrett Erdmann powered the big inning with RBIs.

Mount was the winning pitcher for SDVFW 14U Webster. The hurler surrendered five runs on four hits 
over three and two-thirds innings, striking out 11. Schmieg threw one-third of an inning in relief out of 
the bullpen.

Kellen Antonsen took the loss for SDVFW 14U Groton. The bulldog surrendered nine runs on seven hits 
over three innings, striking out three.

Groeblinghoff started the game for SDVFW 14U Groton. The hurler allowed two hits and one run over 
three innings, striking out two Owen Edwards started the game for SDVFW 14U Webster. Edwards allowed 
four hits and three runs over three innings, striking out four

SDVFW 14U Webster collected 11 hits.  Baumgarn, Edwards, and Schmieg each collected multiple hits 
for SDVFW 14U Webster.  Baumgarn went 3-for-5 at the plate to lead SDVFW 14U Webster in hits.

SDVFW 14U Groton totaled nine hits in the game.  Krause and Carter Simon all managed multiple hits 
for SDVFW 14U Groton.
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A persistent pattern will lead to above average temperatures through much of the rest of July across the 
Northern Plains. As such, excessive heat will be a concern at times. 
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Expect comfortable conditions today with seasonable highs, mostly sunny skies, and low humidity. A 
stray shower or storm can’t be ruled out this afternoon in the Sisseton/Ortonville/Wheaton area, how-
ever. In contrast, widespread 90s are forecast by Thursday, and it’ll begin to feel a bit sticky east of the 
Missouri River as well.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 81 °F at 4:48 PM
Low Temp: 66 °F at 11:49 PM
Wind: 26 mph at 12:56 PM
Precip: 0.00

Day length: 15 hours, 27 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 107 in 1936  
Record Low: 40 in 1941
Average High: 85°F
Average Low: 60°F
Average Precip in July.: 1.37
Precip to date in July.: 2.25
Average Precip to date: 12.38
Precip Year to Date: 13.83
Sunset Tonight: 9:21:51 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:55:13 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
July 12, 1993: A thunderstorm dumped up to four inches of rain in 30 minutes, 25 miles west of Pierre. 

This storm washed hay into big blocks up to five feet high. The heavy rains also caused water to spill over 
an irrigation dam. Another severe thunderstorm occurred over Dewey County and produced strong winds, 
damaging hail, and flooding rains which destroyed crops and hay fields. The storm knocked out windows 
and screens in the Lantry area. Runoff from the storm rushed through the streets of Eagle Butte causing 
water damage to homes and businesses. Water was reported flowing four to five feet deep through a 
cafe. High winds also tipped over a house trailer.

July 12, 2004: Hail up to the size of softballs fell in and around Onaka, in Faulk Country, damaging ve-
hicles, farm equipment, and homes. Lightning struck a house in Britton starting a fire in the attic, which 
resulted in significant damage to the home. High winds along with hail up to the size of baseballs caused 
some structural, vehicle, crop, and tree damage in and around Astoria and Toronto in Duel County.

1951 - The Kaw River flood occurred. The month of June that year was the wettest of record for the 
state of Kansas, and during the four days preceding the flood much of eastern Kansas and western Mis-
souri received more than ten inches of rain. Flooding in the Midwest claimed 41 lives, left 200 thousand 
persons homeless, and caused a billion dollars property damage. Kansas City was hardest hit. The central 
industrial district sustained 870 million dollars property damage. (The Kansas City Weather Alamnac)

1980 - Lightning struck a large broiler house in Branford, FL, and the ensuing fire broiled 11,000 nearly 
ready broilers. Firemen were able to save a few thousand chickens, however. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Cool air invaded the High Plains Region. Eight cities reported record low temperatures for the date, 
including Sheridan, WY, with a reading of 37 degrees. Thunderstorms developing along the cold front in 
the central U.S. produced 6.5 inches of rain at Fort Dodge, IA, and 2.5 inches in one hour at St. Joseph 
MO. (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Evening thunderstorms produced severe weather over the Dakotas, including baseball size hail at 
Aberdeen, SD, and softball size hail near Fullerton, ND. Thunderstorms produced heavy rain in Arkansas 
and northeastern Texas, with 6.59 inches reported at Mesquite, TX, in just an hour and fifteen minutes. 
Garland, TX, reported water up to the tops of cars following a torrential downpour. (The National Weather 
Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Early morning thunderstorms over eastern Kansas deluged McFarland with more than six inches 
of rain. Afternoon thunderstorms in Wyoming produced up to eighteen inches of dime size hail near Rock 
Springs, along with torrential rains, and a three foot high wall of mud and water swept into the town caus-
ing more than 1.5 million dollars damage. Evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in Oklahoma 
and Arkansas, deluging Dardanelle, AR, with 3.50 inches of rain in less than twenty minutes. About sev-
enty cows were killed when lightning struck a tree in Jones County, TX. (The National Weather Summary) 
(Storm Data)

1995: An intense heat wave affected much of the Midwest for a 4-day period beginning on this day. The 
worst effects of the heat were noted in the Chicago metropolitan area, where 583 people died from the 
heat. Temperatures across the region reached as high as 104 degrees, overnight lows on falling to the 
upper 70s to low 80s. Dew point temperatures in the upper 70s to low 80s created heat indexes peaking 
at 125 degrees. Electricity and water usage reached record levels, causing periodic outages.

1996: Hurricane Bertha makes landfall near Wrightsville Beach, NC with maximum winds of 105 mph, 
but the storm surge dealt the most devastation. The U.S. Virgin Islands, along with North Carolina, were 
declared federal disaster areas. Surveys indicate that Bertha damaged almost 2,500 homes on St. Thomas 
and St. John. For many, it was the second hit in the ten months since Hurricane Marilyn devastated the 
same area. The primary effects in North Carolina were to the coastal counties and included storm surge 
flooding and beach erosion, roof damage, piers washed away, fallen trees and damage to crops. Over 
5,000 homes were damaged, mostly from storm surge. Storm total rainfall amounts ranged from 5 to 8 
inches along a coastal strip from South Carolina to Maine. Overall, as many as 12 deaths resulted with 8 
in the U.S. and territories.
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CLOSER THAN YOU THINK
Little Harry was saying his prayers before climbing into bed. In a very soft voice, his mother said, “I 

can’t hear you!”
“I wasn’t talking to you, Mom,” he responded. “I was talking to God. And I don’t have to yell because 

He’s closer to me than you are, and I know He’s listening!”
The Psalmist reminded us that “The Lord is near to all who call on Him, who call on Him in truth.”
Here are three guidelines for our prayers:
Make them simple. Our prayers ought to be as natural as breathing. Think of praying as a conversation 

with God. When children call on their father for help, they don’t use long, drawn-out sentences with words 
that don’t make any difference. They get right to the point.

Make them sincere. We must be genuine when we go to Him in prayer. Included in this part of our prayer 
life would be honesty and openness. God will not put up with trying to “hide the truth” when we call on 
Him for help. Trying to say, “It’s Your will, Lord,” when we know it’s “our” wants, won’t work. Being open 
with God means that we must confess our sin and ask for Him to forgive and cleanse us when we pray.

Make them specific. If you order an item online, it has a number to go with it. When we order from a 
menu, we “specify” what we want. Jesus said, “If you ask for anything” - implying a specific, identifiable 
item or need – “I will do it or get it for you.” Or, “Get to the point!”

God is close, compassionate, considerate, and caring.
Prayer: Father, help us realize the power of prayer and the need to be simple, sincere and specific in our 

prayers. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Scripture For Today: The Lord is near to all who call on Him, who call on Him in truth. Psalm 145:18
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2022 Community Events

01/30/2022 84th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
01/30/2022 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am – 1pm, Groton Community Center, 109 N 3rd St, Groton,
04/07/2022 Groton CDE 
04/09/2022 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/09/2022 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/23/2022 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/24/2022 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/07/2022 Lions Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
St John’s Lutheran Church VBS 9-11am
05/30/2022 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
Transit Fundraiser at the Community Center 4-7pm (Thursday Mid-June)
06/17/2022 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm Start
06/18/2022 Groton Triathlon
06/20/2022 Ladies Invitational at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration 10am Start
06/25/2022 How can we… “Love Groton”? United Methodist Church 9:30am
07/04/2022 Firecracker Couples Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start 

(4th of July)
07/10/2022 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
07/20/2022 Legion Auxiliary #39 Salad Buffet & Dessert Bar 11am-1pm at the Groton Legion
07/21/2022 Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/22/2022 Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
07/27/2022 Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022 GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
United Methodist Church VBS 5-8pm
Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022 Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022 Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm
Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022 Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023  Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White .................$48.99/year
❏ Colored .......................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 6 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months ............................... $42.60
❏ 12 Months ............................. $53.25

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Monday:
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 440,000,000
Powerball
04-26-34-37-52, Powerball: 9, Power Play: 2
(four, twenty-six, thirty-four, thirty-seven, fifty-two; Powerball: nine; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $66,000,000

Abortion ruling prompts variety of reactions from states
By The Associated Press undefined
The U.S. Supreme Court on June 24 overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that had provided a 

constitutional right to abortion. The ruling is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states, 
although the timing of those laws taking effect varies.

Some Republican-led states banned or severely limited abortion immediately, while other restrictions 
will take effect later. At least one state, Texas, is waiting until after the Supreme Court issues its formal 
judgment in the case, which is separate from the opinion issued in June and could take about a month. 
Nevertheless, the Texas Supreme Court has ruled that a long-dormant 1925 abortion ban is now in effect.

In anticipation of the decision, several states led by Democrats have taken steps to protect abortion 
access. The decision also sets up the potential for legal fights between the states over whether providers 
and those who help women obtain abortions can be sued or prosecuted.

Here is an overview of abortion legislation and the expected impact of the court’s decision in every state.
___
ALABAMA
Political control: Alabama’s Republican-controlled Legislature and Republican governor want to ban or 

restrict access to abortions.
Background: In 2019, Alabama lawmakers approved what was then the most stringent abortion ban in 

the country, making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy with no exceptions for 
pregnancies resulting from rape or incest. The only exception would be when the woman’s health was 
at serious risk. A federal judge issued an injunction, under the precedent of Roe v. Wade, blocking the 
state from enforcing the law. In 2018, voters agreed to amend the Alabama Constitution to say the state 
recognizes the “rights of unborn children” and “does not protect the right to an abortion or require the 
funding of abortion.” A 1951 law made it a crime, punishable by up to 12 months in prison, to induce an 
abortion, unless it is done to preserve the life or health of the mother.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortions became almost entirely illegal in Alabama on June 24. A 2019 
state abortion ban took effect making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with 
no exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. All three clinics stopped providing abortions that 
morning under fear of prosecution under the 1951 state law. U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson hours 
later granted Alabama’s request to lift an injunction and allow the state to enforce the 2019 abortion ban. 
Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall said it is now a felony to provide an abortion in Alabama beyond 
the one exception allowed in the 2019 law, which is for the sake of the mother’s health. Doctors who 
violate the law could face up to 99 years in prison. Marshall said the state would also move to lift other 
injunctions that blocked previous abortion restrictions, including a requirement for doctors who perform 
abortions to have hospital admitting privileges.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers have said they would like to see the state replace the 2019 

News from the
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ban with a slightly less stringent bill that would allow exceptions in cases of rape or incest. Proponents 
said the 2019 ban was deliberately strict in the hopes of sparking a court challenge to Roe.

___
ALASKA
Political control: Republicans currently hold a majority of seats in the Legislature, but the House is con-

trolled by a bipartisan coalition composed largely of Democrats. Fifty-nine of the Legislature’s 60 seats 
are up for election this year. Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy, who believes life begins at conception, is 
seeking reelection.

Background: The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted the right to privacy in the state constitution as 
encompassing abortion rights.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision has not immediately affected abortion rights in Alaska, 
given the existing precedent in the state.

What’s next: Voters in the fall will be asked if they want to hold a constitutional convention, a question 
that comes up every 10 years. Many conservatives who want to overhaul how judges are selected and do 
away with the interpretation that the constitution’s right to privacy clause allows for abortion rights see an 
opportunity in pushing for a convention. Recent efforts to advance a constitutional amendment through 
the Legislature have been unsuccessful.

___
ARIZONA
Political control: Both legislative chambers are controlled by Republicans, who regularly pass abortion 

restrictions that for the past eight sessions have been quickly signed by Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, who 
is to leave office in January because of term limits.

Background: Arizona law allows abortion through about 22 weeks, but the Legislature passed a 15-week 
abortion ban in March mirroring the Mississippi law that was contested before the Supreme Court. It was 
to take effect 90 days after the Legislature adjourned on June 24. Current restrictions include bans on 
abortions because of gender and a 2021 law that makes it a felony for a doctor to terminate a pregnancy 
because the child has a survivable genetic abnormality. Arizona also has a pre-statehood law still on the 
books that would ban all abortions, although it has not been enforced since Roe was decided.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Ducey has argued in media interviews that the law he signed in late 
March takes precedence over the total ban that remains on the books. But the law he signed specifically 
says it does not overrule the total abortion ban in place for more than 100 years. Abortion providers across 
the state stopped all procedures after the court ruled because of concerns that the pre-Roe ban could put 
doctors, nurses and other providers at risk of prosecution. Republican state Attorney General Mark Brnovich 
said on June 30 that the pre-statehood law could be enforced, putting him at odds with the Republican 
governor. Brnovich said he would seek to remove an injunction in place since shortly after the Roe deci-
sion. Also on June 30, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed Arizona to enforce a ban on abortions done solely 
because the fetus has a genetic abnormality. A federal judge blocked that part of the 2021 Arizona law 
last year, saying it was unconstitutionally vague, but will now have to reconsider that decision. In a July 8 
hearing, the attorney general’s office told a judge that it would not use a “personhood” law, which grants 
rights to eggs and fetuses, to bring criminal charges against abortion providers.

What’s next: Abortion-rights supporters in Arizona launched a long-shot bid to enshrine the right to 
abortion in the state constitution but failed to collect enough signatures by the July 7 deadline to get it 
on the November ballot.

___
ARKANSAS
Political control: Arkansas’ Legislature is controlled by Republicans who have supported dozens of abor-

tion bans and restrictions in recent years. Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson also has supported bans on 
abortion with some exceptions. He’s term-limited and leaves office in January. Republican nominee Sarah 
Sanders, press secretary to former President Donald Trump, is widely favored in the November election 
to succeed him.
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Background: Arkansas already had a law banning most abortions 20 weeks into a woman’s pregnancy, 

with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother. The state has several other bans that have 
been struck down or blocked by courts in recent years, including an outright abortion ban enacted last 
year that doesn’t include rape or incest exceptions. That ban has been blocked by a federal judge, and 
the state has appealed.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Arkansas has a law it enacted in 2019 that bans nearly all abortions now 
that Roe is overturned. That ban, along with the outright ban that’s been blocked by a federal judge, only 
allows exceptions to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. Hutchinson has said he thinks 
bans should include rape and incest exceptions, but he has not called on the Legislature to add those to 
either of the bans.

What’s next: Hours after the Supreme Court ruling, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge signed certification 
that Roe had been overturned. That allowed the state’s “trigger ban” to take effect immediately. The only 
exception is to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. The Legislature isn’t scheduled to 
meet until January, but Hutchinson is considering calling a special session to take up tax relief propos-
als. He said he does not plan on asking lawmakers to consider adding rape and incest exceptions to the 
state’s ban.

___
CALIFORNIA
Political control: Democrats who support access to abortion control all statewide elected offices and have 

large majorities in the Legislature.
Background: California outlawed abortion in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. 

The law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health 
were in danger. In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be 
unconstitutional but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972, California voters added a “right to privacy” to the 
state constitution. Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted that “right to privacy” as a right to 
access abortion, allow minors to get an abortion without their parents’ permission and use public funding 
for abortions in the state’s Medicaid program. California now requires private health insurance plans to 
cover abortions and does not allow them to charge things such as co-pays or deductibles for the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion remains legal in California prior to the viability of a fetus. Demo-
cratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has vowed to make California a sanctuary for women who live in states where 
abortion is outlawed or severely restricted. The number of women who travel to California for abortions 
is expected to rise significantly.

What’s next: The Legislature is considering 13 bills that would strengthen or expand access to abortion. 
The bills are based on a report from the Future of Abortion Council, which Newsom formed last year to 
study reproductive rights in California. They include proposals that would help pay for women from other 
states to come to California for abortions, ban enforcement of out-of-state civil judgments on California 
abortion providers and volunteers, and increase the number of people who can offer abortions by autho-
rizing some nurse practitioners to perform the procedure without the supervision of a doctor. Lawmakers 
also plan to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that would explicitly guarantee the 
right to an abortion and contraceptives.

___
COLORADO
Political control: The Democrats who control the Colorado Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: A 1967 state law legalized abortion up to 16 weeks of pregnancy. Abortion has been ac-

cessible ever since, despite repeated legislative attempts and ballot initiatives to restrict or abolish the 
procedure. Colorado voters have consistently rejected such initiatives, the latest in 2020 that would have 
banned abortion during the third trimester of pregnancy. In 2022, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis signed a law 
placing the right to abortion in state statute. The law guarantees access to reproductive care before and 
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after pregnancy and bans local governments from imposing their own restrictions. It also declares that 
fertilized eggs, embryos and fetuses have no independent rights. Abortion rights advocates plan a 2024 
ballot initiative to add abortion rights to the state constitution and repeal a 1980s constitutional amend-
ment that bans public funding for abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision didn’t have any immediate impact on Colorado law -- but 
providers are preparing for a surge of out-of-state patients. Democratic House Majority Leader Daneya 
Esgar says lawmakers must consider how to invest in a health care workforce to ensure Colorado has the 
capacity to meet that anticipated demand. Colorado’s health department reports there were 11,580 abor-
tions in the state in 2021; of those, 14% were for non-residents. More than 900 of those non-residents 
were from Texas, Wyoming and Nebraska.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more patients from surrounding states will seek care 
in Colorado. But the Texas law could induce more people to come. Oklahoma now has an early pregnancy 
abortion ban; Utah and Wyoming have trigger laws banning abortion; the Kansas Constitution protects 
abortion rights, but Republican lawmakers placed on an August primary ballot an initiative to overturn it.

___
CONNECTICUT
Political control: Democrats who control the Connecticut General Assembly support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Connecticut passed a law in 1990 giving women the legal right to abortion. Having passed 

with strong bipartisan support, it was lauded at the time for being a rare compromise between abortion 
rights advocates and opponents. It affirmed a woman’s unqualified right to an abortion “prior to viability 
of the fetus,” as well as later-term abortions “necessary to preserve the life and health of the pregnant 
woman.” It also repealed state laws predating Roe v. Wade that had made it a felony to have an abortion 
or to perform one and required that patients under 16 receive counseling about their options. This year, 
Gov. Ned Lamont signed legislation to protect medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal ac-
tions. The same law allows advanced practice registered nurses, nurse-midwives or physician assistants 
to perform aspiration abortions in the first 12 weeks of a pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, a Democrat, has vowed to 
challenge any attempt to nullify Connecticut’s abortion rights law. “Let’s not mince words. They will come 
for us,” Tong warned abortion rights supporters during a recent news conference. “We will fight that effort 
tooth-and-nail. Any court, any place, Connecticut will be there and will fight.” The state is already involved 
in major abortion cases across the country. And while Connecticut is surrounded by mostly pro-abortion 
states, it’s still bracing for out-of-state patients seeking abortions now that Roe has been overturned.

What’s next: Connecticut’s new law protecting abortion providers from other states’ bans took effect on 
July 1. It created a legal cause of action for providers and others sued in another state, enabling them to 
recover certain legal costs. It also limits the governor’s discretion to extradite someone accused of per-
forming an abortion, as well as participation by Connecticut courts and agencies in those lawsuits. There’s 
discussion of possibly amending the state’s constitution to enshrine the right to abortion, making it more 
difficult to overturn, but that would be a multi-year process.

___
DELAWARE
Political control: Democrats control the governor’s office and the General Assembly and have taken 

several steps to ensure access to abortion.
Background: In 2017, Delaware became the first state following the election of President Donald Trump 

to codify the right to an abortion. A bill signed by Gov. John Carney, a Catholic, guarantees the unfettered 
right to an abortion before a fetus is deemed “viable.” The law defines viability as the point in a pregnancy 
when, in a physician’s “good faith medical judgment,” there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus can 
survive outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures. The law also allows 
abortion after fetal viability if, in a doctor’s “good faith medical judgment,” abortion is necessary for the 
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protection of the woman’s life or health, or if there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus cannot survive 
without extraordinary medical measures. The law eliminated existing code restrictions on abortions, much 
of which had already been declared unenforceable by Delaware’s attorney general in 1973 following the 
Supreme Court rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In April of this year, Carney signed a bill allowing 
physician assistants and advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe abortion-inducing medications 
including mifepristone and misoprostol.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “In Delaware, the privacy protections of Roe v. Wade are codified in state 
law, guaranteeing residents have access to legal abortion services even if Roe were to be undone at the 
federal level,” Democratic lawmakers noted in June while unveiling legislation further broadening access to 
abortions. The measure, which passed June 30, allows physician assistants, certified nurse practitioners and 
nurse midwifes to perform abortions before viability. It also includes various legal protections for abortion 
providers and patients, including out-of-state residents receiving abortions in Delaware. Those provisions 
include protections from civil actions in other states relating to the termination of a pregnancy, and pro-
tecting individuals from extradition to other states for criminal charges related to terminating a pregnancy.

What’s next: According to state health officials, 2,042 abortions were performed in Delaware in 2019, 
with 1,765 involving Delaware residents and 277 involving nonresidents. Delaware is not likely to see a 
huge influx of women traveling from out of state to get abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned, given that 
neighboring Maryland and New Jersey also have liberal abortion-access laws. In neighboring Pennsylvania, 
where Republicans control both chambers of the Legislature, future abortion access could hinge on the 
outcome of this year’s gubernatorial contest.

___
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Political control: The local government in the nation’s capital is controlled by Democrats, with a Demo-

cratic mayor and the D.C. Council split between Democrats and nominal independent politicians, who are 
all, invariably, Democrats.

Background: Abortion is legal in the District of Columbia at all stages of pregnancy, a status that was 
upheld in the 1971 Supreme Court case United States v. Vuitch. However, Congress has oversight power 
over D.C. laws and Congress has already banned the city from using local funds to pay for abortions for 
women on Medicaid.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Elected officials in Washington, D.C., fear Congress could move to restrict 
abortion access, particularly if Republicans recapture the House of Representatives in midterm elections 
later this year. President Joe Biden could theoretically veto such a move, but that protection is subject to 
political calculations and is not guaranteed.

What’s next: Local officials have pledged defiance against any sort of Congressional move to restrict 
local abortion access. The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would declare Washington, D.C., a 
“sanctuary city” for those coming from states where abortion is banned. According to federal data, most 
of the women getting abortions in Washington already are coming from out of state. Those numbers 
could increase, particularly if new Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin moves to restrict abortion access in 
neighboring Virginia.

___
FLORIDA
Political control: Republicans control both chambers of the Florida Legislature and this year passed a ban 

on abortions after 15 weeks, which was signed into law by the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Abortion was legal in Florida until the 24th week of pregnancy, though lawmakers have 

been tightening access in recent years with bills requiring a one-day waiting period and requiring parents 
of a pregnant minor to be notified before an abortion can be provided. This year, in anticipation of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, the Legislature passed a ban on abortions after 
the 15th week, except to save the mother’s life, prevent serious injury or if the fetus has a fatal abnor-
mality. It does not allow for exemptions in cases where pregnancies were caused by rape or incest. Gov. 
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Ron DeSantis called the legislation “the most significant protections for life that have been enacted in this 
state in a generation.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision places Florida’s 15-week ban on firm legal ground, at least 
under federal law. However, the legislation is being challenged in state court on arguments that it violates 
a guarantee of the right to privacy under the state constitution.

What’s next: Florida’s 15-week ban took effect July 1. It was briefly on hold July 5 due to a judge’s order in 
a case brought by reproductive health providers who argued it “violates the privacy provision of the Florida 
Constitution.” But the state’s appeal automatically put the restrictions into effect. Although only about 2% 
of Florida’s abortions take place after 15th week, abortion rights advocates have expressed concern over 
declining access to the procedure not only for Floridians but for residents from nearby Southern states 
where restrictions are stricter than in Florida.

___
GEORGIA
Political control: Georgia has a GOP-controlled General Assembly and a Republican governor who support 

abortion restrictions, but all are up for election this November. Republicans are likely to retain legislative 
control, but there’s a possibility a Democrat could become governor.

Background: Georgia lawmakers in 2019 passed a law by one vote that would ban most abortions after 
about six weeks of pregnancy, when fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The measure is unlike other 
so-called “heartbeat” bills in that it also contains language designating a fetus as a person for certain 
state-law purposes such as income tax deductions and child support. A federal judge quickly put the law 
on hold and in 2020 struck it down, saying it was unconstitutional. The state appealed to the 11th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The 11th Circuit said it would wait to rule on the appeal pending a ruling by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in the Mississippi case.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The day the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Georgia’s attorney 
general asked the 11th Circuit to reverse the lower court’s ruling and allow the state’s abortion law to 
take effect. That same day, the 11th Circuit directed the parties to file briefs within three weeks address-
ing what effect, if any, the Supreme Court decision has on the Georgia appeal. If the law takes effect, it 
would ban the large majority of abortions that currently take place in Georgia – about 87%, according to 
providers. The change could happen in the middle of tightly contested races in Georgia for governor and 
U.S. Senate. Democratic U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock and challenger for governor Stacey Abrams say they 
want to secure abortion rights. Republican Senate challenger Herschel Walker and incumbent Republican 
Gov. Brian Kemp support restrictions.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers and candidates want Georgia to go further and ban abortion 
entirely, but Kemp is unlikely to call a special session before this November’s general election. Lawmakers 
are likely to consider further action when they return for their annual session in January. The General As-
sembly or courts will have to sort out whether the provisions designating a fetus as a person are workable.

___
HAWAII
Political control: Hawaii’s governor is a Democrat and Democrats control more than 90% of the seats in 

the state House and Senate.
Background: Hawaii legalized abortion in 1970, when it became the first state in the nation to allow the 

procedure at a woman’s request. The state allows abortion until a fetus would be viable outside the womb. 
After that, it’s legal if a patient’s life or health is in danger. For many years, only licensed physicians could 
perform the procedure. Last year, the state enacted a law allowing advanced practice care nurses to carry 
out in-clinic abortions during the first trimester. This helps women on more rural islands who have been 
flying to Honolulu to obtain abortions because of doctor shortages in their communities. The law allows 
the nurses to prescribe medication to end a pregnancy and to perform aspiration abortion, a type of minor 
surgery during which a vacuum is used to empty a woman’s uterus.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Existing Hawaii law allows abortions, but Gary Yamashiroya, a spokes-
person for the state attorney general’s office, has said the attorney general was carefully considering 
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measures Hawaii might take to protect and strengthen reproductive rights.

What’s next: Political support for abortion rights is strong. Anti-abortion bills are rarely heard at the 
state Legislature. When they have been, they haven’t made it out of committee. Gov. David Ige issued 
a statement supporting abortion rights when the Supreme Court’s draft opinion overturning Roe leaked. 
“No matter what the Supreme Court decides, I will fight to ensure a woman’s right to choose in the State 
of Hawaii,” he said. The Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women earlier this month said 72% of 
the state Senate and 53% of state House members signed a pledge supporting abortion rights.

___
IDAHO
Political control: Republicans hold supermajorities in the House and Senate and oppose access to abor-

tion, as does the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling, Idaho passed a law generally allowing 

abortions in the first and second trimester up to viability at about 23 to 24 weeks. The law allows abor-
tions after viability only to protect the mother’s life or in cases of nonviable fetuses. This year, lawmakers 
passed a Texas-style ban prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy and authorizing family 
members to sue medical providers for performing an abortion. That law is on hold following a challenge 
by Planned Parenthood. The Idaho Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in August.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It triggers a 2020 Idaho law banning all abortions except in cases of 
reported rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life, to take effect 30 days after the Supreme Court 
ruling. Under the law, the person performing the abortion could face a felony prosecution punishable by up 
to five years in prison. In cases of rape or incest, the law requires pregnant women to file a police report 
and provide a copy of the report to the provider prior to an abortion. If the Idaho Supreme Court upholds 
the state’s Texas-style abortion ban and Roe v. Wade is tossed aside, a medical provider who performs 
an abortion in Idaho could face a lawsuit and criminal charges.

What’s Next: Pregnant women seeking abortions will have to travel out of state; the nearest abortion 
providers would be in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. Planned Parenthood is renting space 
in the town of Ontario on the Idaho-Oregon border and says it’s preparing for an influx of patients seek-
ing abortions. Some Republican lawmakers in Idaho might propose new legislation in January to outlaw 
abortion pills and emergency contraception.

___
ILLINOIS
Political control: Illinois is overwhelmingly Democratic with laws providing greater access to abortion than 

most states. Democrats hold veto-proof supermajorities in the House and Senate, and the Democratic 
first-term governor seeking reelection this year, J.B. Pritzker, has promoted peaceful street protests to 
protect the constitutional right to an abortion.

Background: Abortion is legal in Illinois and can only be restricted after the point of viability, when a fetus 
is considered able to survive outside the womb. Medical science determines viability at 24 to 26 weeks, 
but the Illinois law does not specify a timeframe, saying a medical professional can determine viability in 
each case. Abortions are also allowed after viability to protect the patient’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It did not change access to abortion in Illinois. The Illinois Abortion Act 
of 1975 legalized abortion but enacted a “trigger law” that would reinstate the ban if Roe were overturned. 
That trigger law was repealed in 2017 in legislation that also required Medicaid and state employees’ group 
health insurance to cover abortions. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act replaced the 1975 law, large parts 
of which were never enforced because they were found to be unconstitutional.

What’s next: Like other states providing access to abortions, Illinois has seen a steady influx of patients 
crossing the state line for abortions in recent months and those numbers are expected to increase. Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois says it expects to handle an additional 20,000 to 30,000 patients in Illinois in the 
first year following the reversal of Roe.

___
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INDIANA
Political control: Indiana has a Republican-dominated Legislature and a Republican governor in favor of 

restricting abortion access.
Background: Abortion in Indiana is legal up to about 20 weeks, with some provisions for medical emer-

gencies. Before an abortion, patients must undergo an 18-hour waiting period. Medical providers must 
tell patients about the risks involved in abortion and must say the fetus can feel pain around 20 weeks, 
which is disputed. Providers must report complications related to abortion; failure to report can result in a 
misdemeanor, 180 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Federal courts have blocked several restrictions in Indiana, 
including an attempt to ban a common second-trimester abortion procedure and a law that would have 
required doctors to tell pregnant women about a disputed treatment to potentially stop a drug-induced 
abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A federal judge on July 7 lifted an injunction that had blocked a 2019 
law banning a second-trimester abortion procedure that the legislation called “dismemberment abortion,” 
a move that allowed the law to take effect. Indiana’s Republican attorney general has also asked federal 
judges to lift orders blocking a law aimed at prohibiting abortions based on gender, race or disability, and 
another requiring parents to be notified if a court allows a girl younger than 18 to get abortion without 
parental consent.

What’s next: Republican legislative leaders said they expected lawmakers to act on tightening Indiana’s 
abortion laws during a special legislative session starting July 25 but have given no details about what 
restrictions would be considered.

___
IOWA
Political control: Iowa’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion ac-

cess and a Republican governor who agrees and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Iowa allows most abortions until the 20th week of pregnancy, when they’re banned ex-

cept to save a patient’s life or prevent a substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily 
function. In 2018, the state Supreme Court declared access to abortion a “fundamental” right under the 
state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the U.S. Constitution. The state’s 
high court, now with a conservative majority, overturned that decision June 17, thus allowing a state law 
requiring a 24-hour waiting period to go into effect immediately. That requirement is being challenged in 
district court.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Iowa. The GOP-controlled Legislature 
has been working to get an amendment on the ballot in 2024 that would declare the state constitution 
does not grant a right to abortion but, with Roe overturned, Iowa lawmakers can ban abortion without 
completing that lengthy process.

What’s next: Now that the Iowa Supreme Court has struck down its 2018 ruling, the state Legislature 
can convene a special session this summer and pass abortion restrictions. Republicans could still move to 
get the constitutional amendment on a public ballot in 2024.

___
KANSAS
Political control: Kansas has a Legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Under current law, Kansas does not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, 

when they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or to prevent “a substantial and irreversible physical 
impairment of a major bodily function.” The state Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abor-
tion is a “fundamental” right under the state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights 
than the U.S. Constitution does currently. State law, however, doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion 
medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Kansas. The state Supreme Court blocked 
enforcement of a 2015 legislative ban on a common second-trimester procedure, and abortion opponents 
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fear a host of other rules could fall to legal challenges in the near future. The GOP-controlled Legislature 
responded by putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot during the Aug. 2 primary, when turnout 
is expected to be much lower than in a general election and will likely see a higher proportion of Republi-
cans voting. The amendment would declare that the state constitution does not grant a right to abortion. 
It would allow lawmakers to restrict abortion as much as the federal courts will allow .

What’s next: If voters approve the amendment, the Legislature would still have to approve the new 
restrictions, and lawmakers are out of session until January 2023. They can call themselves in to special 
session with two-thirds majorities, but they’re likely to wait until after voters decide in the November 
general election whether to give Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly a second term.

___
KENTUCKY
Political control: Republicans have a supermajority in the Kentucky Legislature and have been restricting 

abortion rights since the 2016 election over the vetoes of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who supports 
abortion rights and will seek a second term in 2023.

Background: Kentucky bans abortions after 20 weeks, but all abortion services were temporarily halted in 
April after the Legislature imposed new restrictions and reporting requirements on the state’s two abortion 
clinics. The clinics, both in Louisville, said they suspended abortions because state officials hadn’t written 
guidelines on how to comply with the new law. Noncompliance could result in stiff fines, felony penalties 
and revocation of physician and facility licenses. Abortions were allowed to resume after a federal judge 
on June 30 temporarily blocked key parts of the law, including a provision banning abortions after 15 
weeks of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion services in Kentucky immediately became illegal under a “trig-
ger law” enacted in 2019, but were then allowed to resume by a judge on June 30. The measure contains 
a narrow exception allowing abortion to prevent the death or permanent injury of a pregnant woman. 
Kentuckians will be able to vote this November on a proposed amendment declaring there is no right to 
an abortion in the state constitution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights activists say the suspension of abortion services in April foreshadowed what 
would happen in Kentucky and other Republican-leaning states if Roe v. Wade was overturned. It likely 
ends several legal challenges pending against other Kentucky abortion laws including a 2018 measure that 
abortion-rights supporters say would effectively ban a standard abortion method in the second trimester 
of pregnancy. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in March that Kentucky’s Republican attorney general, Daniel 
Cameron, can defend the measure that was struck down by lower courts.

___
LOUISIANA
Political control: Louisiana’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion 

access. Its Democratic and Catholic governor also opposes abortions, though he supports exceptions for 
victims of rape or incest.

Background: Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2020 stating that “a right to abortion and 
the funding of abortion shall not be found in the Louisiana Constitution.” Of the about 2 million people 
who voted, 62% approved the amendment. Abortion had been legal in Louisiana through the 19th week 
of pregnancy. After that, it was legal only if the fetus would die anyway or if continuing the pregnancy 
would threaten the mother’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Louisiana has a trigger law that immediately outlaws abortions. There 
is no exception for rape or incest. The only exception is if there is substantial risk of death or impairment 
to the woman. In June, Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, signed a bill updating various aspects of the 
law and subjecting abortion providers to up to 10 years in prison and fines up to $100,000. Edwards’ of-
fice said the bill allows the use of emergency contraception “for victims of rape and incest prior to when 
a pregnancy can be clinically diagnosed.”

Edwards signed another bill that would require the doctor to certify that a drug used for abortion was 
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being prescribed for another medical reason. The bill makes it illegal to deliver abortion medication to a 
state resident “by mail-order, courier, or as a result of a sale made via the internet.”

What’s next: Louisiana’s three abortion clinics — in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Shreveport — were 
allowed to provide abortions for a time under a court order that barred enforcement. But the clinics stopped 
offering abortions July 8, when a judge ruled that she did not have authority to extend the order.

___
MAINE
Political control: Both chambers of the Maine Legislature, which has adjourned, are controlled by Demo-

crats. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has vowed to protect the right to an abortion, saying she will “fight with 
everything I have to protect reproductive rights.”

Background: A Republican governor in 1993 signed a Maine law affirming the right to abortion before 
a fetus is viable. After that, abortion is only allowed if the life or health of the mother is at risk, or if the 
pregnancy is no longer viable. In 2019, lawmakers eliminated a physician-only rule and Mills signed it into 
law, allowing nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other medical professionals to perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing has changed in Maine. Any attempt to restrict abortions when 
lawmakers reconvene next year would face fierce pushback. Abortion providers, meanwhile, said there 
could be an influx of patients seeking abortions from states that outlaw the procedure.

What’s next: Any major changes are unlikely unless former Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, unseats 
Mills and Republicans take control of both chambers of the Legislature in November. LePage, a Catholic 
who opposes abortion rights, has said it’s up to lawmakers to address the abortion issue as they see fit.

___
MARYLAND
Political control: Maryland’s Genderal Assembly is controlled by Democrats who expanded abortion ac-

cess this year by ending a restriction that only physicians can provide them and requiring most insurance 
plans to cover abortion care without cost. The legislature overrode Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto 
of the bill in April.

Background: The right to abortion is protected in Maryland law. The state approved legislation in 1991 to 
protect abortion rights if the Supreme Court should ever restrict access. Voters approved the right in 1992 
with 62% of the vote. Maryland law prohibits restrictions on abortion prior to viability. Maryland does not 
have a gestational limit. After viability, clinicians make the determination, based on clinical standard of care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Maryland law.
What’s next: Maryland’s new law to enable nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants 

to provide abortions with training took effect July 1. However, $3.5 million in state funding to provide train-
ing isn’t mandated until fiscal year 2024. Hogan, who is term limited, has indicated he will not approve the 
money sooner. Some nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants already have received 
training on medication abortion and will be able to provide those services starting next month.

___
MASSACHUSETTS
Political control: The Democrats who control the Massachusetts Legislature support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor, although they differ on specific policies.
Background: Massachusetts once had a contentious relationship with abortion in part due to the powerful 

influence of the Catholic Church, which opposes it. In recent years, that influence has waned and Massa-
chusetts has become a strong supporter of abortion rights. In 2018, in anticipation of the conservative tilt 
on the U.S. Supreme Court, the state removed an 1845 abortion ban from its books that was not enforced. 
Two years later, Democratic state lawmakers clashed with Republican Gov. Charlie Baker — who says he 
supports access to abortion — over an effort to codify abortion rights into state law, allow abortions after 
24 weeks of pregnancy in cases where the child would not survive after birth, and lower from 18 to 16 
the age at which women could seek an abortion without consent from a parent or guardian. Lawmakers 
passed the bill — dubbed the Roe Act — over Baker’s veto.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Baker has vowed to fight to keep abortion legal in Massachusetts, but 
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it is his last year in office. Both Democratic candidates for governor — state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and 
Attorney General Maura Healey — support abortion rights. Republican candidate Geoff Diehl said he be-
lieves in “the need to protect human life wherever and whenever possible.” Fellow GOP candidate Chris 
Doughty said he would “not seek any changes to our state’s abortion laws.”

What’s next: There is little chance Massachusetts will restrict abortion rights. Baker signed an executive 
order June 24 barring state agencies from assisting another state’s investigation into people or businesses 
for receiving or delivering reproductive health services that are legal in Massachusetts. The state also won’t 
cooperate with extradition requests from states pursuing criminal charges against such individuals. The 
state House of Representatives has approved a bill later that is similar to the governor’s executive order. 
It would add protections into state law for individuals seeking abortions and providers so they would not 
be subject to actions taken by other states.

___
MICHIGAN
Political control: Both chambers of Michigan’s Legislature are controlled by Republicans who want to ban 

or restrict abortion access, but the state’s Democratic governor supports access.
Background: A dormant 1931 law bans nearly all abortions in Michigan but it hasn’t been enforced since 

Roe v. Wade. The law made it a felony to use an instrument or administer any substance with the intent 
to abort a fetus unless necessary to preserve the woman’s life. It has no exceptions in cases of rape and 
incest. Anticipating that Roe could be overturned, Planned Parenthood of Michigan filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging Michigan’s ban. A state judge suspended the law in May, saying it violates the state’s constitution. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, hailed the decision.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The injunction granted in the Planned Parenthood case ensures that 
abortion does not immediately become illegal. Planned Parenthood of Michigan and other supporters hope 
the injunction indicates abortion rights in the state will be preserved. But in a statement to The Associated 
Press, Nessel’s office said “given the ongoing lawsuits, we cannot speculate what the state of abortion 
rights will be in Michigan” after Roe.

What’s next: Whitmer also filed suit asking the state’s Supreme Court to declare the 91-year-old law 
unconstitutional. It has not acted yet. Michigan abortion rights supporters hope to put the issue on ballots 
this fall. Their proposed constitutional amendment would affirm the right to make pregnancy-related deci-
sions without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive services such as birth control. 
The Reproductive Freedom for All committee needed to collect about 425,000 valid voter signatures and it 
turned in 753,759 signatures on July 11. The signatures must be validated by the Board of State Canvass-
ers before the proposed amendment can appear on the Nov. 8 ballot. The measure would become law if 
voters approved it. The issue also is expected to shape legislative and statewide elections this fall, when 
the ballots will include Whitmer and Nessel’s reelection efforts.

___
MINNESOTA
Political control: The Minnesota Legislature is divided; Anti-abortion Republicans control the Senate and 

Democrats have the House, but the majorities are slim in both chambers, so control will be up for grabs 
in the November elections. Most legislative Democrats support abortion rights. Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
has said “no abortion ban will ever become law” while he’s governor. But he faces a challenge this year 
from Republican Scott Jensen, who opposes abortion rights.

Background: Abortion is legal in Minnesota up to the point of fetal viability, around the 24th week of 
pregnancy. A judge on Monday, July, 11, lifted most of the state’s other existing restrictions, including a 
24-hour waiting period with state-mandated counseling, plus requirements that both parents generally 
must be notified prior to a minor getting an abortion, that only physicians can perform abortions, and that 
abortions after the first trimester must be performed in hospitals.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Minnesota because the state Supreme 
Court ruled in 1995 that the state constitution protects abortion rights. If Republicans take control of 



Tuesday, July 12, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 005 ~ 30 of 82

Groton Daily Independent
both chambers, they could put a constitutional amendment on the ballot as soon as 2024 to reverse that 
ruling, but it’s not clear yet if they would take that path. Minnesota governors can’t block constitutional 
amendments with vetoes. But amendments are hard to enact because they require the backing of most 
of the citizens voting in that election, not just those voting on the amendment. Leaving the ballot blank 
counts as a “no.”

What’s next: Providers are preparing for a surge in women coming from other states to get abortions. 
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said before the ruling that 
her organization was “fortifying” its delivery systems, including telemedicine. Dr. Sarah Traxler, the group’s 
medical director, has said demand in Minnesota is expected to rise by up to 25%.

___
MISSISSIPPI
Political control: Republican Gov. Tate Reeves and leaders of the Republican-controlled Mississippi Leg-

islature have been working for years to chip away at abortion access.
Background: Mississippi already had a law banning most abortions at 20 weeks, although the state’s 

lone abortion clinic offered the procedure only through 16 weeks. The state tried to enact a law in 2018 
to ban most abortions after 15 weeks. That law is the basis for the case that the Supreme Court used to 
overturn Roe v. Wade in a ruling issued June 24. Reeves was lieutenant governor in 2018 when Mississippi 
tried to enact the 15-week ban, and in 2019 when the state tried to enact a six-week ban. Mississippi law 
does not allow providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
stopped doing abortions on July 6. The clinic sued June 27 challenging a law that bans most abortions once 
Roe v. Wade is overturned. A judge rejected the clinic’s request to block the law from taking effect. As of 
July 7, abortions are allowed only if the woman’s life is endangered by the pregnancy or if the pregnancy 
was caused by a rape that was reported to law enforcement. Any person who knowingly performs or at-
tempts to induce an abortion, except the pregnant woman, could be punished by up to 10 years in prison.

What’s next: Clinic attorneys filed papers July 7 asking the Mississippi Supreme Court to block the new 
ban on most abortions. Justices set a July 25 deadline for the state attorney general to respond. The 
state’s only abortion clinic is not seeing patients, and the owner says she will shut down the facility if the 
new law is allowed to remain in place.

___
MISSOURI
Political control: Both GOP Gov. Mike Parson and the Republican-led General Assembly support laws 

against abortion.
Background: Missouri law previously allowed abortions up until 22 weeks of pregnancy. But a 2019 state 

law banned abortions “except in cases of medical emergency,” contingent upon the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Under that Missouri law, performing an illegal abortion is a 
felony punishable by 5 to 15 years in prison, though women receiving abortions cannot be prosecuted.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 2019 law banning most abortions kicked in the day the Supreme 
Court ruled in June.

What’s next: Some Missouri residents wanting abortions are likely to travel to neighboring states, includ-
ing Illinois and Kansas. A new Illinois logistics center near St. Louis helps women from out of state find 
travel, lodging and childcare if they need help getting to the area for an abortion, and it connects them 
with funding sources. The Kansas Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a “fundamen-
tal” right under the state constitution. Even without the ban in Missouri, the number of Missouri patients 
seeking abortions in Kansas has gone up in recent years, increasing about 8% from 2020 to 2021.

___
MONTANA
Political control: The Republicans who control the Montana Legislature and Republican Gov. Greg Gian-

forte want to limit access to abortion.
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Background: Abortion used to be legal in Montana up until viability, or about 24 weeks of pregnancy, 

but the state Legislature passed a bill in 2021 to reduce that to 20 weeks, arguing that is when the fetus 
can feel pain. That law, along with one that requires chemical abortions to be done with in-person medical 
supervision, are being challenged in court. A state judge temporarily blocked enforcement in October 2021 
while the challenges move through the courts. The state has asked the Montana Supreme Court to vacate 
that injunction and overturn a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion that found the state’s constitutional 
right to privacy guarantees a woman’s access to abortion care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The effect is unclear because of the unresolved legal challenges to the 
2021 state legislation. Montana does not have an abortion ban that was triggered when Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, but the Legislature could seek to further restrict access in the next session.

What’s next: The Montana Supreme Court will issue a decision on the preliminary injunction. The Mon-
tana Legislature also passed a referendum to ask voters this November whether they support a state 
law to require abortion providers to give lifesaving treatment to a fetus that is born alive after a botched 
abortion. Opponents argue federal law already offers those protections.

___
NEBRASKA
Political control: Nebraska has an officially nonpartisan Legislature with a Republican majority, but not 

a super-majority that would let the party unilaterally pass an abortion ban. Democrats appear to have 
enough votes to block such a bill, but just one defector could swing the vote. Nebraska’s Republican gov-
ernor vehemently opposes abortion.

Background: Nebraska allows most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, although a few small 
towns have voted to outlaw the procedure within their borders. The state requires doctors to be physically 
present when patients take the first of two drugs that are used in medication abortions. Lawmakers have 
rejected attempts to allow abortion medications to be administered remotely, which would provide easier 
abortion access in rural areas.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ruling that lets states set their own abortion laws will trigger an im-
mediate push by Nebraska conservatives to ban the procedure, but it’s not clear whether they could do it 
this year. Unlike other conservative states, Nebraska doesn’t have a trigger law that automatically outlaws 
abortion. Gov. Pete Ricketts and other top Republicans have said they’ll seek a special legislative session, 
but it’s not clear whether they have enough votes to pass anything.

What’s next: If Ricketts calls a special session, attention will likely shift to state Sen. Justin Wayne, an 
Omaha Democrat who has declined to specify where he stands on abortion. Wayne was notably absent 
from a vote on the issue this year; his support would give Republicans the super-majority they need to 
enact a ban. He has struck deals with senators from both parties in the past. If a proposed abortion ban 
fails during a special session or if no special session is called, the issue will likely become a factor in the 
November election.

___
NEVADA
Political control: Nevada’s governor and state attorney general are Democrats who are up for reelection 

this year. Democrats control the state Senate and Assembly.
Background: Nevada voters enshrined the right to abortion into state law in 1990. The law says a preg-

nancy can be terminated during the first 24 weeks, and after that to preserve the life or health of the 
pregnant person. It would take another statewide vote to change or repeal the law. Most Republican candi-
dates for Congress, governor, state attorney general and other statewide posts say they oppose abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “Here in Nevada, overturning Roe would not be felt immediately,” state 
Attorney General Aaron Ford said in a position paper released after the draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
became public. Ford noted that a federal ban on abortion would supersede state law and said it would be 
naive not to recognize that some people want to ban abortions or make them more difficult to obtain. But 
he said his office will fight “attacks on abortion rights, rights to birth control access and rights for LGTBQ 
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people.” Gov. Steve Sisolak on June 28 signed an executive order protecting abortion patients and providers 
from prosecution by other states. State agencies are barred from assisting other states in investigations 
of people who come to Nevada from other states for abortions. The order also protects providers from 
discipline and having their license revoked.

What’s next: Anti-abortion advocates are not expected to focus on trying to repeal Nevada’s abortion law. 
But they will seek laws affecting waiting periods, mandatory counseling or requiring parental notification 
or consent. Melissa Clement, executive director of Nevada Right to Life, said she believes there is strong 
support for parental involvement.

___
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Political control: New Hampshire has a Republican governor and the GOP controls the 424-member 

Legislature. All face reelection this fall.
Background: Any abortion restrictions New Hampshire had on the books before Roe v. Wade were not 

enforced after the landmark 1973 ruling, and they were repealed altogether in 1997. The state had no 
restrictions until January, when a ban on abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy was enacted. In June, an 
exemption was added for cases in which the fetus has been diagnosed with “abnormalities incompatible 
with life.” Anticipating the Supreme Court action, Democrats this year tried unsuccessfully to enshrine 
abortion rights into state law and the state constitution. Gov. Chris Sununu calls himself pro-choice and 
says he is committed to upholding Roe v. Wade, but he also has boasted “I’ve done more on the pro-life 
issue than anyone.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in New Hampshire. The Legislature won’t 
return until fall, when there will be a one-day session to take up vetoed bills, and it would take a two-thirds 
majority vote to introduce new legislation then.

What’s next: The majority leader of the New Hampshire House has said the public should not expect 
Republicans in the Legislature to further tighten state abortion laws. But anti-abortion lawmakers who have 
filed bills in the past are expected to try again. Democrats are urging Sununu to call a special session of 
the Legislature to codify abortion rights into state law, but both he and Republican legislative leaders say 
there is no need.

___
NEW JERSEY
Political control: Democrats control both houses of the state Legislature and the governorship. Gov. Phil 

Murphy started his second consecutive term this year.
Background: Murphy ran for reelection on the promise that he would sign legislation to enshrine abortion 

rights into state law, and he fulfilled that promise in January. The measure also guaranteed the right to 
contraception and the right to carry a pregnancy to term. It stopped short of requiring insurance coverage 
for abortions, something advocates had sought. Instead, it authorizes the state Banking and Insurance 
Department to study the issue and possibly adopt regulations if a need is discovered. Under Murphy’s 
predecessor, Republican Chris Christie, state funds to women’s clinics, including Planned Parenthood, were 
slashed. Murphy restored those and has been a strong supporter of abortion rights. New Jersey doesn’t 
have any significant restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent or a mandatory waiting period.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Officials, including the governor, have said the end of Roe would not lead 
to any rollback of abortion services in the state. “Instead of hoping for the best, we prepared ourselves 
for the worst,” Murphy said in May, addressing reports of a leaked draft of a Supreme Court ruling.

What’s next: A week after the Supreme Court’s ruling, Murphy signed two bills aimed at protecting the 
right to abortion for out-of-state residents and barring extradition of providers and patients to states that 
have prohibited the procedure. Another bill that would require health insurance companies to cover abor-
tion services and set aside $20 million for access to the procedure remains pending in the Legislature. 
The bill would set aside $5 million for an abortion training program, $5 million for a “health security” grant 
and $10 million for health care facilities.

___
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NEW MEXICO
Political control: The Democrats who control the New Mexico Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor. Several conservative Democratic state senators who voted against 
the repeal of the abortion ban in 2019 were ousted from office in 2020 by more socially progressive pri-
mary challengers.

Background: In 2021, state lawmakers repealed a dormant 1969 statute that outlawed most abortion 
procedures as felonies, thus ensuring access to abortion even after the federal court rolled back guaran-
tees. Albuquerque is home to one of only a few independent clinics in the country that perform abortions 
in the third trimester without conditions. An abortion clinic in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, is just a mile 
from the state line with Texas and caters to patients from El Paso, western Texas and Arizona.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There was no immediate change in New Mexico after the high court 
overturned Roe v. Wade. It is unclear if Democrats, who control the state Legislature, will pursue additional 
guarantees to abortion access when lawmakers convene in January. Possible avenues of legislative reform 
include enshrining abortion rights in the state constitution, which requires approval by voters. Abortion 
rights activists say the state’s equal rights amendment could be harnessed to guide more public funding for 
abortion-related programs. Raúl Torrez, the district attorney in Albuquerque and the Democratic nominee 
for attorney general, is urging lawmakers to take further steps to protect access to abortions, including 
protections for women coming from other states. The state Republican Party said it’s time to elect more 
anti-abortion candidates to the Legislature.

What’s next: The state can expect to continue to see a steady influx of people seeking abortions from 
neighboring states with more restrictive abortion laws. It already hosts patients from Texas and Oklahoma 
where among the strictest abortion bans in the country were introduced this year.

___
NEW YORK
Political control: The Democrats who control the New York Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in New York state since a 1970 law was passed by the Republican-

controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. The law allows abortions within 
the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or to preserve the mother’s life. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act removed 
abortion from the state’s criminal code, codified Roe v. Wade and allowed abortions after 24 weeks if a 
fetus isn’t viable or to protect the mother’s life or health. Lawmakers have passed laws extending legal 
protections for people seeking and providing abortions in New York.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Roe v. Wade protections are enshrined in state law. New York is plan-
ning to give abortion providers $35 million this year to expand services and boost security in anticipation 
of an influx of out-of-state people seeking abortions once any ruling comes down. It’s unclear how many 
more people from neighboring states could travel to New York to receive abortion care. New York had 252 
facilities providing abortions as of 2017, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization 
that supports abortion rights.

What’s next: Planned Parenthood and civil liberty groups are urging lawmakers to start the process of 
passing a constitutional amendment protecting access to abortion care in case a future Legislature repeals 
the state law.

___
NORTH CAROLINA
Political control: Republicans hold majorities in the state House and Senate, but the party lacks the 

margins to defeat a veto by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, a strong abortion-rights supporter. Since 2017, 
Cooper has vetoed a “born-alive” abortion measure and a bill prohibiting abortion based on race or a 
Down syndrome diagnosis. He can’t seek reelection in 2024 due to term limits.

Background: A 1973 North Carolina law that banned most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy is 
currently unenforceable after federal judges struck it down as unconstitutional in 2019 and 2021. Instead, 
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abortions can be performed until fetal viability. A state law approved in 2015 provides for post-viability 
abortions only in a “medical emergency,” which means the woman would die or face a “serious risk” of 
substantial and irreversible physical impairment without the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 20-week ban could be 
restored. Legal experts say formal action would have to be taken to cancel the earlier court rulings striking 
it down. On the day of the ruling, Republican legislative leaders asked state Attorney General Josh Stein, 
a Democrat and abortion rights supporter whose agency’s lawyers defended the 20-week law, to demand 
the ban’s injunction be lifted. Otherwise, they said they would seek to intervene. Stein hasn’t commit-
ted to going to court, telling lawmakers on July 1 that a “thorough legal review” of the matter may take 
weeks to complete. Separately, Cooper signed an executive order on Wednesday that shields out-of-state 
abortion patients from extradition and prohibits agencies under his control from assisting other states’ 
prosecutions of abortion patients who travel to North Carolina for the procedure.

What’s next: Republican General Assembly leaders didn’t consider additional abortion restrictions in 
their legislative session that ended July 1. The party will likely intensify its efforts in this year’s elections 
to gain the five additional seats it needs for veto-proof margins. Cooper and other Democrats already are 
making abortion rights a key campaign issue. Abortion politics also are expected to figure into two state 
Supreme Court elections in November. Republicans would gain a majority on the court if they win at least 
one of them.

___
NORTH DAKOTA
Political control: North Dakota has a Legislative Assembly dominated by Republicans who want to ban 

abortion, and the GOP governor had hoped to see Roe v. Wade wiped off the books in favor of state’s rights.
Background: The state has passed some of the nation’s strictest abortion laws, including one that would 

have banned abortions once fetal cardiac activity can be detected, which can happen before a woman 
knows she is pregnant. The law never took effect because the state’s lone abortion clinic successfully 
challenged it in court. One failed Republican proposal would have charged abortion providers with murder 
with a maximum sentence of life in prison.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: North Dakota has a trigger law that will shut down the state’s sole abor-
tion clinic in Fargo after 30 days, though the state’s sole abortion clinic filed a lawsuit in early July seeking 
to ban the law from taking effect. That 2007 state law makes it a felony to perform an abortion unless 
necessary to prevent the pregnant woman’s death or in cases of rape or incest. Violators could be pun-
ished with a five-year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine. The Red River Women’s Clinic argues that the 
ban violates the rights to life, safety and happiness guaranteed by the state constitution that protect the 
right to abortion. The suit also questions Attorney General Drew Wrigley’s statement that the ban would 
take effect July 28. The clinic argued that the Supreme Court released its opinion on June 24 but has not 
yet issued its judgment, which it said is a necessary step to trigger the state ban.

What’s next: The owner and operator of the Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo has said she would 
explore all legal options to ensure abortion services are available in North Dakota. Should that fail, clinic 
leader Tammi Kromenaker plans to move across the river to Moorhead, Minnesota, where abortion has 
not been outlawed. Planned Parenthood says it can provide abortions in Moorhead until Kromenaker gets 
up and running.

___
OHIO
Political control: The Ohio Legislature is controlled by Republicans who support restricting or banning 

abortions, and the Republican governor backs those efforts. He is up for reelection this year against a 
former mayor who supports abortion rights.

Background: Before the Supreme Court’s ruling, Ohio did not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of 
pregnancy; after that they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or when their health is seriously compro-
mised. But the state imposes a host of other restrictions, including parental consent for minors, a required 
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ultrasound, and in-person counseling followed by a 24-hour waiting period. Abortions are prohibited for 
the reason of a fetal Down syndrome diagnosis. Ohio also limits the public funding of abortions to cases 
of rape, incest or endangerment of the patient’s life. It limits public employees’ abortion-related insurance 
coverage and coverage through health plans offered in the Affordable Care Act health exchange to those 
same scenarios. Clinics providing abortions must comply with a host of regulations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal cardiac activity 
became the law in Ohio hours after the ruling. Enforcement of Ohio’s 2019 “heartbeat” ban had been on 
hold for nearly three years under a federal court injunction. The state attorney general, Republican Dave 
Yost, asked for that to be dissolved because of the high court’s ruling, and U.S. Judge Michael Barrett 
agreed hours later.

Two trigger bills are on hold in the Legislature, but a key legislative leader has said he anticipates need-
ing to write new legislation after the decision is reversed that more carefully reflects the actual ruling. 
That all but certainly would not happen until lawmakers return to the capital after the November election.

___
OKLAHOMA
Political control: Republicans in Oklahoma have a supermajority in both chambers of the Legislature and 

a Republican governor up for reelection this year who has vowed to sign “every pro-life legislation that 
came across my desk.”

Background: Abortion services were halted in Oklahoma in May after Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a bill that 
prohibits all abortions with few exceptions. The ban is enforced by civil lawsuits rather than criminal pros-
ecution. Republican lawmakers have been pushing to restrict abortion in the state for decades, passing 
81 different restrictions since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It will have little practical effect given that abortions are no longer be-
ing provided in Oklahoma. Oklahoma also has a “trigger law” that outlawed abortion as soon as Roe was 
overturned.

What’s next: Given the fierce opposition to abortion from the governor and Legislature, Oklahoma will 
continue to prohibit the practice if states are given the option to do so. Meanwhile, abortion providers who 
had been operating in the state are taking steps to help patients seek abortions out of state, including 
coordinating funding for these women and developing a referral network of therapists to help address 
complications before or after a woman receives an abortion.

___
OREGON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Oregon Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: The Oregon Legislature passed a bill legalizing abortion in 1969. In 2017, Gov. Kate Brown 

signed into law a bill expanding health care coverage for reproductive services, including abortions, to 
thousands of Oregonians, regardless of income, citizenship status or gender identity. Oregon does not 
have any major abortion restrictions and it is legal at all stages of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The Guttmacher Institute has estimated that Oregon will experience a 
234% increase in women seeking abortions arriving from out of state, especially from Idaho. In March, 
Oregon lawmakers approved $15 million to expand abortion availability and pay for abortions and support 
services such as travel and lodgings for residents and out-of-state patients.

What’s next: Brown said after the draft Supreme Court decision was leaked that access to abortion is a 
fundamental right and that she will fight to ensure access to abortion continues to be protected by state 
law in Oregon. Democratic state lawmakers recently formed the Reproductive Health and Access to Care 
Work Group of providers, clinics, community organizations and legislators that will make recommenda-
tions for the 2023 legislative session and beyond. Recommendations may include proposals to protect, 
strengthen, and expand equitable access to all forms of reproductive care.

___
PENNSYLVANIA
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Political control: Republicans who control the Pennsylvania Legislature are hostile to abortion rights, but 

the state’s Democratic governor is a strong supporter and has vetoed three GOP-penned bills in five years 
that would have added restrictions beyond the state’s 24-week limit. The race for governor this year could 
tilt that balance.

Background: Abortion is legal in Pennsylvania under decades of state law, including a 1989 law that was 
challenged all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. That produced the landmark Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey ruling that affirmed the high court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion nationwide, 
but also allowed states to put certain limits on abortion access.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Gov. Tom Wolf has vowed to protect access to abortion for the remainder 
of his time in office, through January. Running to replace him is the state’s Democratic attorney general, 
Josh Shapiro, who supports abortion rights, and Republican state Sen. Doug Mastriano, who has said he 
supports banning abortion altogether, with no exceptions. The Legislature is expected to remain in Repub-
lican hands next year. Abortion clinics in some parts of the state already are experiencing fallout from the 
ruling. Less than a week after it came out, a clinic in Pittsburgh was flooded with patients who suddenly 
lost appointments in Ohio, the clinic director said. Clinic representatives are warning that Pennsylvanians 
will have a harder time finding appointments because of rising demand from out-of-state residents.

What’s next: Legislation to outlaw abortion after the detection of fetal cardiac activity— which can hap-
pen at six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant — has passed a House committee 
and is awaiting a floor vote. The state Supreme Court is considering a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood 
and other abortion providers aiming to overturn a 1982 law that bans the use of state dollars for abortion, 
except in cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. In response, Republican lawmakers are 
advancing a proposed amendment that would declare there is no constitutional right to an abortion in 
Pennsylvania or to public funding for an abortion.

___
RHODE ISLAND
Political control: The Democrats who control Rhode Island’s General Assembly support access to abor-

tion, as does the Democratic governor.
Background: Rhode Island’s governor signed legislation in 2019 to enshrine abortion protections in case 

the U.S. Supreme Court overturned its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade. The law says the state will not re-
strict the right to an abortion prior to fetal viability or after if necessary to protect the health or life of the 
pregnant woman. It repealed older laws deemed unconstitutional by the courts. The Rhode Island Supreme 
Court upheld the 2019 law in May, just two days after the Supreme Court draft opinion was leaked sug-
gesting that a majority of the justices were prepared to overturn Roe. Abortion opponents had argued 
the law violates the state constitution. In 2020, there were 2,611 abortions in Rhode Island, according to 
the state health department.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Rhode Island’s attorney general believes the 2019 Reproductive Privacy 
Act will continue to protect access to abortion. Planned Parenthood Votes! Rhode Island also said abortion 
will remain legal regardless of the decision because the right was codified in state law.

What’s next: On the Monday after the Supreme Court decision, Rhode Island’s Democratic governor, 
Daniel McKee, said he will sign an executive order to shield abortion providers in the state from lawsuits 
by anti-abortion activists in other states. McKee’s office didn’t have a date for the signing, but said the 
governor wants to act as soon as possible. Two of his opponents in September’s Democratic primary for 
governor, Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea and Matt Brown, had urged McKee to sign such an order. They 
also want state lawmakers to return for a special session to add abortion coverage to Rhode Island’s 
Medicaid program and to the insurance coverage for state employees. Legislative leaders said they plan 
to address abortion coverage next year because it has financial implications and wasn’t included in this 
year’s budget.

___
SOUTH CAROLINA
Political control: South Carolina has a Republican governor, and its General Assembly is dominated by the 
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GOP. However, the party doesn’t quite have the two-thirds majority in either chamber needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles or a veto if a Democrat wins the 2022 gubernatorial election.

Background: In 2021, South Carolina passed the “Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” 
that requires doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect fetal cardiac activity if they think a pregnant 
woman is at least eight weeks along. If they find cardiac activity, they can only perform an abortion if the 
woman’s life is in danger, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law is currently tied up 
in a federal lawsuit.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: After the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, a federal judge al-
lowed the state to begin enforcing the 2021 law. Planned Parenthood and others dropped their lawsuit, 
but the organization said it would continue to perform abortions in South Carolina under the parameters 
of the new law.

What’s next: The South Carolina General Assembly’s regular session ended in May, but Republican leaders 
had agreed they could return for a special session to take up more restrictive abortion bills if the Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. Wade. They have yet to announce a special session. Some Republican lawmak-
ers have opposed a complete abortion ban, especially without exceptions for victims of rape and incest.

___
SOUTH DAKOTA
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in both Statehouse chambers. Republican Gov. Kristi 

Noem is up for reelection this year and has been an ardent opponent of abortion rights.
Background: South Dakota law bans abortions except if the life of the woman is at risk. The state had 

only one clinic that regularly provided abortions, a Planned Parenthood facility in Sioux Falls. The Legisla-
ture has worked over the years to make it more difficult for women to get abortions, passing mandatory 
waiting periods and requiring them to review and sign paperwork that discourages them from ending 
their pregnancies.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: South Dakota’s trigger law immediately banned abortions except if the 
life of the pregnant woman is at risk.

What’s next: Noem has called for a special session to craft laws under the new legal landscape now 
that Roe v. Wade is overturned. She hasn’t commented on specific legislation, but lawmakers have floated 
proposals that would make it more difficult for women to seek an abortion out of state. However, South 
Dakota voters rejected outright bans in 2006 and 2008, and abortion rights advocates are preparing for 
a similar referendum on abortion access. The ban on abortions could eventually be challenged through a 
citizen-initiated ballot measure.

___
TENNESSEE
Political control: Tennessee has a Republican governor who is consistently vocal about his opposition 

to abortion. The GOP holds a supermajority in the General Assembly and has steadily chipped away at 
abortion access.

Background: In 2020, Tennessee passed a law banning most abortions when the fetal cardiac activity 
can be detected at about six weeks, before many women know they’re pregnant. The measure has never 
been enforced because it was promptly blocked by a federal court. On June 28, a federal appeals court 
let it take effect. Tennessee voters approved an amendment in 2014 declaring that the state’s constitution 
doesn’t protect or secure the right to abortion or require the funding of an abortion, and empowering 
state lawmakers to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding abortion.” State law also doesn’t allow 
providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine consultations. There are six abortion 
providers in Tennessee.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state’s attorney general, a Republican, has said a trigger law will go 
into effect in mid-August that bans all abortions in Tennessee except when necessary to prevent death 
or “serious risk of substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors could be 
charged with a felony for providing an abortion under the law.
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What’s next: Tennessee’s attorney general has said the trigger law will take precedence over the 2020 

law banning most abortions at about six weeks. Meanwhile, Republicans are expected to continue to have 
supermajority control after this year’s midterm elections. Reproductive rights activists say they will direct 
patients seeking abortion to clinics in Illinois if Roe v. Wade is overturned, or to Florida, which would ban 
abortions at 15 weeks. North Carolina and Virginia also could be options for women in eastern Tennessee.

___
TEXAS
Political control: The GOP has commanding majorities in the Texas Legislature and has controlled every 

statewide office for nearly 30 years. Republican Gov. Greg Abbott is up for reelection in November and 
is favored to win a third term.

Background: Texas has given the nation a preview of the landscape of abortion access without the protec-
tions enshrined in Roe v. Wade. A new Texas law banning most abortions after about six weeks — before 
many women know they are pregnant — took effect in September and makes no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. Because of how Republicans wrote the law, which is enforceable only through lawsuits 
filed by private citizens against doctors or anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion, Texas has es-
sentially outmaneuvered decades of Supreme Court precedent governing a women’s constitutional right 
to an abortion. State data shows the number of abortions performed in Texas’ roughly two dozen clinics 
fell by half in the five months after the law came into effect compared to the same period a year earlier.

Effect of the Supreme Court ruling: The fall of Roe put in motion Texas’ trigger law that will ban virtually 
all abortions in the coming weeks. Clinics have tried to continue serving patients in the meantime, but 
a new round of court battles over whether a dormant 1925 abortion ban can be enforced for now has 
already stopped most doctors from performing abortions. Without Roe v. Wade, abortions will soon only 
be allowed in Texas when the patient’s life is in danger or if they are at risk of “substantial impairment of 
a major bodily function.”

What’s next: Many Texas women have already traveled out of state for abortions since the law took 
effect, but they would likely have to travel much farther now that Roe is overturned as more states out-
law abortion. Some Republican lawmakers also want to punish companies that help their Texas-based 
employees get abortions elsewhere, although it’s unclear how much support that idea will have when the 
Legislature returns in 2023.

___
UTAH
Political control: Utah is deeply conservative and the Legislature is controlled by a Republican superma-

jority.
Background: The state has been restricting abortion for years and, after the Supreme Court ruling, 

moved to implement two new restrictions — a “trigger law” outlawing nearly all abortions upon Roe v. 
Wade being overturned and a ban on abortions after 18 weeks that was passed a year earlier.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The trigger law banning nearly all abortions became enforceable the 
evening of the Supreme Court ruling, after the legislative general counsel certified the ruling to lawmakers. 
It does have narrow exceptions for rape and incest if those crimes are reported to law enforcement, and 
for serious risk to the life or health of the mother, as well as confirmed lethal birth defects. The Planned 
Parenthood Association of Utah subsequently filed a lawsuit in state court arguing it violated the Utah 
Constitution. Meanwhile, legal challenges blocking the 18-week law based on Roe v. Wade were dismissed. 
That law took effect while courts weigh state constitutional challenges to its trigger law.

What’s next: A judge on July 11 put Utah’s trigger law banning most abortions on hold until Planned 
Parenthood’s lawsuit is decided. If it takes effect, performing an abortion would be a felony punishable 
by up to 15 years in prison and a $10,000 fine. While the law is aimed primarily at providers, lawmakers 
have acknowledged that a woman who self-administers an abortion, including through medication, could 
face charges.

VERMONT
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Political control: The Vermont Legislature is controlled by Democrats, but Republican Gov. Phil Scott is 

a firm supporter of abortion rights.
Background: Vermont has a 2019 law guaranteeing the right to an abortion and voters will consider a 

proposal in November to amend the state constitution to protect abortion rights. Also in 2019, the Ver-
mont Legislature began the process of amending the constitution to protect abortion rights, known as the 
Reproductive Liberty Amendment or Proposition 5. Vermont’s proposed amendment does not contain the 
word “abortion.” Proponents say that’s because it’s not meant to authorize only abortion but also would 
guarantee other reproductive rights such as the right to get pregnant or access birth control. Opponents 
say vague wording could have unintended consequences that could play out for years. Lawmakers ap-
proved the proposed amendment in February, leading the way for a statewide vote.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing changed immediately in Vermont.
What’s next: Vermont voters will cast ballots in November to decide if the state will amend its constitu-

tion to protect abortion rights.
___
VIRGINIA
Political control: Virginia has a Republican governor who says he would support new state-level restric-

tions on abortion. Gov. Glenn Youngkin said that he will seek legislation to ban most abortions after 15 
weeks. Youngkin told The Washington Post he has asked four antiabortion Republican lawmakers to draft 
the legislation. He told the Post that a cutoff at 20 weeks might be necessary to build consensus in the 
divided Virginia General Assembly, where Republicans control the House and Democrats control the Sen-
ate. Youngkin generally supports exceptions to abortion restrictions in cases of rape, incest or when the 
life of the mother is in danger.

Background: In recent years, when Democrats were in full control of state government, lawmakers rolled 
back abortion restrictions. They ended strict building code requirements on facilities where abortions are 
performed and did away with requirements that a patient seeking an abortion undergo a 24-hour waiting 
period and ultrasound. Advocates said the changes would make Virginia a haven for abortion access in 
the South. Republican victories in the November elections shook up the state’s political landscape, but 
Senate Democrats defeated several measures that would have limited abortion access during the 2022 
legislative session.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There was no immediate change to abortion laws in Virginia now that 
Roe v. Wade has been overturned. Some abortion providers expect to see an uptick in patients seeking 
care in Virginia from neighboring states with “trigger laws” that would ban abortion.

What’s next: The future of abortion access is Virginia is murky. Senate Democrats say they intend to 
continue blocking attempts to roll back abortion access, though they control the chamber by the narrow-
est possible margin and have one caucus member who personally opposes abortion and says he is open 
to new restrictions. Republicans also have a narrow hold on the House, with several moderate members. 
Every seat in the General Assembly will be on the ballot in 2023.

___
WASHINGTON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Washington Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. An-

other ballot measure approved by voters in 1991 declared a woman’s right to choose physician-performed 
abortion prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe 
v. Wade was overturned. And in 2018, the Legislature passed a measure that would require Washington 
insurers offering maternity care to also cover elective abortions and contraception. Earlier this year, Gov. 
Jay Inslee signed a measure that grants specific statutory authorization for physician assistants, advanced 
registered nurse practitioners and other providers acting within their scope of practice to perform abortions. 
Supporters say the move is designed to help meet the demand from the potential influx of out-of-state 
patients. That same measure also prohibits legal action by Washington state against people seeking an 
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abortion and those who aid them.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state “will use every available tool to protect and preserve Washing-
tonians’ fundamental right to choose, and protect the rights of anyone who wants to come here to access 
reproductive health care,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a Democrat. Data from the Washington 
state Department of Health from 2020 shows that of the 16,909 abortions performed in the state that 
year, 852 involved non-residents. The majority of those people came from neighboring states such as 
Idaho and Oregon.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more non-resident patients will potentially seek care in 
Washington now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, but the increase will likely be in the thousands, 
said Jennifer Allen, CEO of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The state has more than 30 in-person 
abortion clinics, though the vast majority are in western Washington along the Interstate 5 corridor.

___
WEST VIRGINIA
Political control: West Virginia’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions. Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, opposes abortion access and has signed two anti-abortion 
laws since taking office in 2017.

Background: Before the Supreme Court ruling, West Virginia law banned abortion after the 20th week 
of pregnancy unless a patient’s life is in danger or they face “substantial and irreversible physical impair-
ment of a major bodily function.” The state has several other abortion restrictions that include: requiring 
patients seeking abortions to wait 24 hours after undergoing legislatively mandated counseling that is 
designed to discourage a woman from ending a pregnancy; requiring minors to get parental permission; 
banning the use of telemedicine to administer a medication abortion; and prohibiting abortions on the 
grounds that the child will be born with a disability.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: West Virginia’s only abortion clinic announced after the Supreme Court’s 
ruling that it would immediately halt abortion services out of concern that staff could be prosecuted under 
a state law banning abortion that dates back to the 1800s. Charleston-based Women’s Health Center of 
West Virginia Executive Director Katie Quinonez said it would be “impossible” for the clinic to continue 
performing abortions with such a law on the books. Under that law, providers who perform abortions can 
face felony charges and three to 10 years in prison, unless the abortion is conducted to save a patient’s 
life. The law makes no exceptions for rape or incest. In 2018, West Virginia voters approved a constitutional 
amendment to declare patients do not have the right to abortion and banning state funding for abortions.

What’s next: State officials have not said formally how the 19th century abortion ban will be enforced. 
Abortion is addressed in numerous statutes in West Virginia state code, including the 20-week ban passed 
in 2015 that acknowledges the right to abortion access in the state. State Senate President Craig Blair and 
Speaker of the House Roger Hanshaw, both Republicans, said legislative attorneys are reviewing each 
statute on the books “to determine how they apply” in light of the high court’s decision. No lawmakers 
have commented on whether they intend to outlaw medication abortion. The governor has said he will 
not hesitate to call the Legislature into a special session if the state’s abortion law needs to be clarified. 
Quinonez said while her clinic is not currently performing abortions, it will remain open to continue to 
provide reproductive care, such as birth control and diagnosis, and to treat sexually transmitted diseases. 
She said the clinic will help women travel to other states for abortions through its abortion fund.

___
WISCONSIN
Political control: Wisconsin’s Legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions, but the Democratic governor supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Wisconsin has allowed most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy to save the health 

or life of the mother. A woman seeking an abortion must meet with a counselor and doctor before ob-
taining an abortion and wait at least 24 hours before having it done. Anyone under age 18 must have an 
adult relative over age 25 with them to obtain an abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, it is presumed that a state 
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law passed in 1849 making an abortion a felony offense could go into effect, and doctors have halted 
procedures. However, Wisconsin’s Democratic attorney general argues that the law is so old that it’s unen-
forceable. The language allows a woman to legally destroy her own fetus or embryo and grants immunity 
if an abortion is needed to save a woman’s life and is performed at a hospital. Another state law, passed 
in 1985, prohibits abortions performed after a fetus reaches viability -- when it could survive outside the 
womb -- conflicting with the 1849 ban.

What’s next: Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul filed a lawsuit June 28 against Republican leaders of 
the Legislature, arguing that the 1849 abortion ban conflicts with a 1985 law that prohibits abortion either 
after 20 weeks or at the point of fetal viability. His lawsuit says the 1985 law should take precedence. Re-
publican lawmakers are expected to attempt to clarify the 19th century law during next year’s legislative 
session to ensure a ban is in place, even as that issue is being argued in the courts. Lawmakers’ efforts 
would be stymied if Democratic Gov. Tony Evers wins reelection. Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, a Repub-
lican, said he supports a rape exception to an abortion ban, but also said the overturning of Roe could 
prompt Republican lawmakers to consider other reproductive issues, such as contraception.

___
WYOMING
Political control: Wyoming has one of the most Republican legislatures in the U.S. and a long tradition of 

libertarian-type if not always social or religious conservatism. That may be changing. In March, Republican 
Gov. Mark Gordon signed into law a bill that would ban abortion in nearly all instances should the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade.

Background: Current Wyoming law allows abortions up to when a fetus might be able to survive on its 
own outside its mother’s body. The law does not specify when that happens, but it is generally considered 
to be at around 23 weeks into pregnancy. Wyoming currently doesn’t allow abortions after then except to 
protect the mother from substantial risk to her life or health. Wyoming Republicans have traditionally taken 
a hands-off approach to abortion but have proven more willing to limit the practice lately. The number of 
Democrats in the Legislature has dwindled from 26 in 2010 to just nine out of 90 total seats now. A 2021 
law requires physicians to provide lifesaving care to any aborted fetus born alive.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The new state law that bans abortion only provides exceptions in cases 
of rape or incest or to protect the mother’s life or health, not including psychological conditions. Though 
Wyoming has no abortion clinics, abortions still occur. Ninety-eight took place in Wyoming in 2021, ac-
cording to state officials.

What’s next: A planned women’s health clinic in Casper that would have been the only one offering 
abortions in the state was on track to open in mid-June but an arson fire May 25 delayed those plans by 
around six months. Clinic founder Julie Burkhart that despite the ruling she still plans to open the clinic 
and will continue to seek legal means to keep abortion legal in Wyoming. Police continue to look for a 
suspect in the arson investigation, and have offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to an arrest.

Judge strikes down most of Minnesota’s abortion restrictions
By STEVE KARNOWSKI Associated Press
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — A judge declared most of Minnesota’s restrictions on abortion unconstitutional 

on Monday, including the state’s mandatory 24-hour waiting period and a requirement that both parents 
be notified before a minor can get an abortion.

Ramsey County District Judge Thomas Gilligan also struck down Minnesota’s requirements that only phy-
sicians can perform abortions and that abortions after the first trimester must be performed in hospitals. 
His order took effect immediately, meaning the limits can’t be enforced.

The abortion rights groups behind the lawsuit said the ruling came at a crucial time, just over two weeks 
after the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that struck down the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, which legalized 
abortion across the country. Providers have been preparing for a surge in patients from neighboring up-
per Midwest states, and even farther away, where abortion has become illegal or is expected to become 
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restricted.

“It underscores that Minnesota has the need to serve as a leader in providing abortion care to millions 
that will need it across the country, especially those in our region,” said Erin Maye Quade, advocacy director 
for Gender Justice. Removing those “onerous barriers” will lead to even more people coming to Minnesota 
for abortion care, she added.

Gilligan ruled that the state’s restrictions were unconstitutional under a landmark 1995 Minnesota Supreme 
Court ruling known as Doe v. Gomez, which held that the state constitution protects abortion rights. The 
judge called that case “significant and historic” and said it’s unaffected by the recent U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling striking down the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision.

“These abortion laws violate the right to privacy because they infringe upon the fundamental right under 
the Minnesota Constitution to access abortion care and do not withstand strict scrutiny,” Gilligan wrote.

The judge also drew a distinction between the Gomez case and last month’s Dobbs v. Jackson ruling.
“Unlike the Dobbs Court, which threw out nearly fifty years of precedent, this court must respect the 

precedent set by the Minnesota Supreme Court in Gomez and that precedent will guide this court’s deci-
sions in this case,” Gilligan wrote.

Under the laws Gilligan struck down, physicians were required at the start of the 24-hour waiting period 
to provide information to the patient about the risks of the procedure, the probable gestational age of the 
fetus, the risks of carrying the pregnancy to term, and fetal pain. The laws also required disclosure about 
welfare benefits that might be available for prenatal care, childbirth and neonatal care, and that the father 
would be liable for child support.

The ruling means that no parental consent is needed for a minor to get an abortion in Minnesota. Gil-
ligan noted that minors had been otherwise free to make their own reproductive and other health care 
decisions in the state, without notifying a parent.

In about the only victory for supporters of the restrictions, the judge let stand the state’s data reporting 
requirements for abortion providers. But he he struck down a provision imposing felony criminal penalties 
on those that fail to report their data.

Opponents of abortion rights condemned the decision as judicial activism. Speaking to reporters, Re-
publican attorney general candidate Jim Schultz called on Democratic Attorney General Keith Ellison to 
appeal the ruling and accused him of failing in his duty to aggressively to defend state laws that were 
adopted by the Legislature.

“They went about the defense of these statutes in a half-hearted manner because Keith Ellison, as al-
ways, puts his personal beliefs above Minnesota law,” Schultz said.

While Ellison is an abortion rights supporter, and has said he would have voted against the restrictions 
back when he was a legislator, he acknowledged previously that his office had an obligation to defend the 
restrictions. He said he has not decided whether to appeal.

“My team and I are reviewing the 140-page decision and are beginning to consult with our clients about 
any next steps,” the attorney general said in a statement. “It’s clear Judge Gilligan, who has had this case 
for three years, has put much thought into this decision that he clearly did not take lightly.”

The state’s largest anti-abortion group, Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life, also condemned the ruling.
“The laws challenged in this case are common sense measures that support and empower pregnant 

women,” MCCL said in a statement. “Today’s ruling striking them down is extreme and without a founda-
tion in the Minnesota Constitution. It blocks Minnesotans from enacting reasonable protections for unborn 
children and their mothers.”

But groups behind the lawsuit said the ruling will benefit patients from restrictive states who are now 
expected to come to Minnesota.

“With abortion bans in half the country set to take effect in the coming weeks and months, it is more 
important than ever to leverage protections in state constitutions like Minnesota’s,” Amanda Allen, senior 
counsel and director at the Lawyering Project, said in a statement. “Minnesota has the chance to be a 
safe place for people amidst this national public health crisis.”
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Medicaid expansion groups join for constitutional amendment

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A pair of South Dakota campaigns trying to expand access to Medicaid through 
the November ballot announced Monday they will join efforts to focus on passing an amendment to the 
state constitution.

The announcement from the two organizations — South Dakotans Decide Healthcare and Dakotans 
for Health — puts to rest a potential rivalry between the two campaigns. Both brought separate ballot 
proposals to require the state to make Medicaid government health insurance available to people who 
live below 133% of the federal poverty level, which is currently about $18,000 for an individual or $37,000 
for a family of four.

South Dakota is one of 12 states that has not accepted federal incentives to expand Medicaid eligibility, 
according to the Kaiser Family Foundation.

South Dakotans Decide Healthcare, which is sponsoring Constitutional Amendment D and is backed by 
the state’s health care industry, said that Dakotans for Health would join its coalition rather than push its 
own proposal for a voter-initiated measure.

Rick Weiland, the co-founder of Dakotans for Health, said in a statement, “After conversations with South 
Dakotans Decide Healthcare members, we have agreed that the best path forward to accomplishing this 
goal is to join efforts behind one campaign.”

Preliminary approval given for Black Hills drilling
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — The U.S. Forest Service has given preliminary approval to a Minnesota company 

that wants to do some exploratory drilling for gold in South Dakota’s Black Hills.
The land involved is near the Pactola Reservoir in the Black Hills National Forest and is owned by the 

federal government. Minneapolis-based F3 Gold has been seeking approval for its drilling project for sev-
eral years.

The Forest Service has now completed its final environmental assessment and issued a draft decision 
that would allow the drilling to move forward, but with numerous restrictions to protect cultural sites, 
water and other natural resources, South Dakota Public Broadcasting reported.

The draft decision is subject to a 45-day objection period. The Forest Service would consider any objec-
tions before issuing a final decision.

“After an exhaustive, multi-year process atypical for a small-scale exploration drilling project, we are 
pleased that we are finally getting our permit,” F3 Gold Vice President Brian Lentz said in a statement.

The Forest Service draft decision allows for 47 drilling pads on more than 3 acres (1.2 hectares) near 
Jenny Gulch.

Lilias Jarding of the Black Hills Clean Water Alliance said exploratory drilling could eventually lead to a 
gold mine. Jarding said a mine could pollute the Pactola Reservoir, which is a popular recreational destina-
tion and is also as a storage reservoir for water systems, which include Rapid City.

Gold has been mined in the Black Hills since the 1870s. The Homestake mine near Lead was once the 
largest and deepest gold mine in North America before it closed in 2002.

South Dakota Democrats pick their candidates at convention
FORT PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Democrats picked their candidate in what they hope will be a 

winnable race for Secretary of State but opted not to name a challenger for state Attorney General.
The delegates to the state convention chose former journalist Tom Cool, who ran for auditor in 2018, 

to challenge Republican Monae Johnson who beat out incumbent Steve Barnett, according to the Sioux 
Falls Argus Leader. Johnson based her campaign around “election integrity” in a nod to Republican fears 
that were instigated by former President Donald Trump’s false claims that the 2020 election was stolen.

“They keep whining about election integrity, which we know are their code words for voter suppression,” 
said Cool, of Sioux Falls. “They don’t just want to go along with the Supreme Court and go back to the 
1950s, they want to return to the 1850s when it was only white men controlling this country.”
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The Democrats didn’t nominate a candidate to challenge Marty Jackley, the former South Dakota attorney 

general running to reclaim his old job after his successor was removed from office last month.
The Democrats also backed retired public administrator John Cunningham for state treasurer and military 

veteran Stephany Marty for state auditor.
State Rep. Jennifer Keintz received enthusiastic support to be Jamie Smith’s running mate in his campaign 

to beat Republican incumbent Gov. Kristi Noem.

Ukraine reports striking Russian ammunition depot in south
By MARIA GRAZIA MURRU Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrainian authorities said Tuesday that their forces targeted a Russian ammunition 

depot in southern Ukraine overnight, resulting in a massive explosion captured on social media.
The Ukrainian military’s southern command said a rocket strike targeted the depot in Russian-held Nova 

Kakhovka, about 35 miles (55 kilometers) east of the Black Sea port city of Kherson, which is also oc-
cupied by Russian forces.

The precision of the strike suggested Ukrainian forces used U.S-supplied multiple-launch High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, to hit the area. Ukraine indicated in recent days that it might launch 
a counteroffensive to reclaim territory in the country’s south as Russia devotes resources to capturing all 
of the eastern Donbas region.

Russia’s Tass news agency offered a different account of the blast in Nova Kakhovka, saying a mineral 
fertilizer storage facility exploded, and that a market, hospital and houses were damaged in the strike. 
Some of the ingredients in fertilizer can be used for ammunition.

A satellite photo taken Tuesday and analyzed by The Associated Press showed significant damage. A 
massive crater stood precisely where a large warehouse-like structure once stood in the city,

Ukraine now has eight of the HIMAR systems, a truck-mounted missile launcher with high accuracy, and 
Washington has promised to send another four.

Elsewhere in Ukraine, Russian shelling over the past 24 hours killed at least 16 civilians and wounded 48 
more, Ukraine’s presidential office said in its Tuesday morning update. Cities and towns in five southeast 
regions came under Russian fire, the office said.

Nine civilians were killed and two more wounded in Donetsk province, which makes up half of the Don-
bas. Russian rocket attacks targeted the cities of Sloviansk and Toretsk, where a kindergarten was hit, 
the presidential office said.

The British military said Tuesday that Russia was continuing to make “small, incremental gains” in Do-
netsk, where heavy fighting led the province’s governor last week to urge its 350,000 remaining residents 
to move to safer places in western Ukraine.

Yet many in the Donbas, a fertile industrial region in eastern Ukraine made of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
provinces, refuse — or are unable — to flee, despite scores of civilians being killed and wounded each week.

The death toll in a Russian rocket attack that struck an apartment building in Donetsk province on Sat-
urday has risen to 34. The head of the Donetsk regional military administration, Pavlo Kyrylenko, made 
the announcement on social media, saying nine wounded people had been rescued from the building in 
Chasiv Yar.

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, and its surrounding region, Russian strikes hit residential build-
ings, killing four civilians and wounding nine, Ukrainian officials said.

“The Russians continue their tactics of intimidating the peaceful population of the Kharkiv region,” Kharkiv 
Gov. Oleh Syniehubov wrote Tuesday on Telegram.

Ukrainian authorities also said that Russian fire struck the southern city of Mykolaiv on Tuesday morning, 
hitting residential buildings. Twelve people were wounded as the result of the Russian shelling, with some 
of the rockets hitting two medical facilities, regional governor Vitaliy Kim said on Telegram.

Air raid sirens sounded Tuesday in the western city of Lviv — the first daytime sirens there in over a 
week — and in other areas of Ukraine as Russian forces continued to make advances.
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In eastern Luhansk, “fighting continues near the villages” on the administrative border with neighboring 

Donetsk, Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai told the Associated Press on Tuesday.
“The Russian army burns down everything in its way. The artillery barrage doesn’t stop and sometimes 

continues for four to six hours on end,” Haidai said.
The British Defense Ministry’s intelligence briefing said Russia had seized the Ukrainian town of Hryhorivka 

and continued to push toward the Donetsk province cities of Kramatorsk and Sloviansk.
“Russian forces are likely maintaining military pressure on Ukrainian forces whilst regrouping and recon-

stituting for further offensives in the near future,” the intelligence briefing said.
However, Russia may be relying more heavily on private military contractors, like the Wagner Group, 

to avoid a general mobilization, the British ministry said. Western officials have accused Wagner of using 
mercenaries to fight in Africa and elsewhere.

In other developments:
— The Kremlin said Russian President Vladimir Putin would visit Iran next week. Kremlin spokesman 

Dmitry Peskov said that Putin will travel to Tehran next Tuesday to attend a trilateral meeting with the 
leaders of Iran and Turkey, a format for Syria-related talks. U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 
told reporters on Monday that Russia was seeking hundreds of surveillance drones from Iran, including 
weapons-capable ones, for use in Ukraine.

— Russian and Turkish military representatives plan to meet in Istanbul on Wednesday to discuss the 
transport of Ukrainian grain through the Black Sea, a Russian Foreign Ministry official said. Pyotr Ilyichyov, 
head of the ministry’s department for international organizations, told Russian news agency Interfax that 
“representatives of Ukraine, as well as U.N. (officials) in the role of observers” are also expected to take 
part in the talks. Ilyichyov reiterated that Moscow was ready “to assist in ensuring the navigation of foreign 
commercial ships for the export of Ukrainian grain.”

Sri Lanka lawmakers to pick new president but no deal on PM
By KRISHAN FRANCIS Associated Press
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Sri Lanka’s leaders agreed that lawmakers will elect a new president next 

week but struggled Tuesday to decide on the makeup of a new government to lift the bankrupt country 
out of economic and political collapse.

Desperate in the face of severe shortages of food, fuel and medicine, protesters on Saturday stormed 
embattled President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s home, his seaside office and the official residence of his prime 
minister in the most dramatic day of a three-month crisis.

Both officials said they would concede to demands that they resign: Rajapaksa promised to step down 
Wednesday, while Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe said he would leave once a new government was in 
place. In a possible indication of the president’s next move, immigration officials said Rajapaksa’s brother, 
who was once his finance minster, tried to leave the country on Monday night. Local media reported he 
was not able to.

But negotiating a new government has stymied opposition leaders — and the protesters have said 
they will stay put in the official buildings until their top leaders are gone. For days, people have flocked 
to the presidential palace turning it into almost a tourist attraction — swimming in the pool, marveling at 
the paintings and lounging on the beds piled high with pillows. At one point, they also burned the prime 
minister’s private home.

A partial solution came late Monday, with lawmakers agreeing to elect a new president from their ranks 
in the coming days. Nominations for the post will be submitted on July 19, and a secret vote will follow in 
Parliament on July 20. The new president will serve the remainder of Rajapaksa’s term, which ends in 2024.

But they have not yet decided who will take over as prime minister and fill the Cabinet. Between Raj-
apaksa’s expected resignation Wednesday and the vote, the prime minster will serve as president — an 
arrangement that is sure to further anger protesters who want Wickremesinghe out immediately.

The political impasse is further fueling the economic crisis since the absence of an alternative unity gov-
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ernment threatened to delay an agreement for aid from the International Monetary Fund. In the meantime, 
the country is relying on aid from neighboring India and from China.

Corruption and mismanagement have left the island nation laden with debt, unable to pay for imports 
of food, fuel, medicine and other necessities, causing widespread shortages and despair among its 22 
million people. Sri Lanka announced in April it was suspending repayment of foreign loans due to a foreign 
currency shortage.

Asked whether China was talking with Sri Lanka about possible loans, a Chinese Foreign Ministry official 
gave no indication whether such talks were happening.

“China will continue to offer assistance as our capability allows for Sri Lanka’s social development and 
economic recovery,” said the spokesman, Wang Wenbin. “As to its debt to China, we support relevant 
financial institutions in finding a proper solution through consultation with Sri Lanka.”

On Tuesday, Sri Lanka’s religious leaders urged protesters to leave the government buildings they’re oc-
cupying if Rajapaksa steps down as promised Wednesday. The protesters have vowed to wait until both 
Rajapaksa and Wickremesinghe are out of office.

It’s not clear what will happen to those men once they do step down.
Months of demonstrations have all but dismantled the Rajapaksa political dynasty, which has ruled Sri 

Lanka for most of the past two decades, and there is speculation the president may try to flee Sri Lanka 
— as apparently his brother tried to.

S. Kanugala of Sri Lanka’s Immigration and Emigration Officers’ Association said Basil Rajapaksa’s name 
was spotted on a list of departures from Colombo airport Monday and his officers feared for their safety 
if they cleared him to leave.

Kanugala said the officers withdrew from their posts and he did not know what happened to the brother. 
But local media reported he was prevented from leaving the country.

Jan. 6 panel probes Trump’s ‘siren call’ to extremists
By LISA MASCARO AP Congressional Correspondent
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Jan. 6 committee is preparing to highlight the way violent far-right extrem-

ists answered Donald Trump’s “siren call” to come to Washington for a big rally, as some now face rare 
sedition charges over the deadly U.S. Capitol attack and effort to overturn the 2020 presidential election.

The panel investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol siege is set to convene Tuesday for a public hearing 
probing what it calls the final phase of Trump’s multi-pronged effort to halt Joe Biden’s victory. As dozens 
of lawsuits and false claims of voter fraud fizzled, Trump tweeted the rally invitation, a pivotal moment, 
the committee said. The far-right Proud Boys, Oath Keepers and others now facing criminal charges read-
ily answered.

“We will lay out the body of evidence that we have that talks about how the president’s tweet on the 
wee hours of December 19th of ‘Be there, be wild,’ was a siren call to these folks,” said one panel mem-
ber, Rep. Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla., over the weekend on “Meet the Press.” In fact, Trump tweeted, “Be 
there, will be wild!”

This is the seventh hearing in a series that has presented numerous blockbuster revelations from the 
Jan. 6 committee. Over the past month, the panel has created a stark narrative of a defeated Trump 
“detached from reality,” clinging to his false claims of voter fraud and working feverishly to reverse his 
election defeat. It all culminated with the deadly attack on the Capitol, the committee said.

What the committee intends to probe Tuesday is whether the extremist groups, including the Proud Boys, 
Oath Keepers and QAnon adherents who had rallied for Trump before, coordinated with White House allies 
for Jan. 6. The Oath Keepers have denied there was any plan to storm the Capitol.

The panel is also expected to highlight new testimony from Pat Cipollone, the former White House 
counsel, who “was aware of every major move” Trump was making, said Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., who 
will lead the session.

It’s the only hearing set for this week, as new details emerge. An expected prime-time hearing Thursday 
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has been shelved for now.

This week’s session comes after former White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson provided stunning accounts 
under oath of an angry Trump who knowingly sent armed supporters to the Capitol on Jan. 6 and then 
refused to quickly call them off as violence erupted, siding with the rioters as they searched menacingly 
for Vice President Mike Pence.

Trump has said Cassidy’s account is not true. But Cipollone at Friday’s private session did not contradict 
earlier testimony. Raskin said the panel planned to use “a lot” of Cipollone’s testimony.

The panel is expected to highlight a meeting on Dec. 18, 2020, at the White House in which former 
Trump lawyers Rudy Giuliani and Sidney Powell, one-time Trump national security adviser Michael Flynn 
and others floated ideas for overturning the election results, Raskin told CBS over the weekend.

This was days after the Electoral College had met on Dec. 14 to certify the results for Biden — a time 
time when other key Republicans were announcing that the election and its challenges were over.

On Dec. 19, Trump would send the tweet beckoning supporters to Washington for the Jan. 6 rally, the 
day Congress was set to certify the Electoral College count: “Big protest in D.C. on January 6th. Be there, 
will be wild!”

The Proud Boys and the Oath Keepers, extremist far-right groups whose leaders and others are now 
facing rare sedition charges for their roles in the attack, prepared to come to Washington, according to 
court filings.

On Dec. 29, the Proud Boys chairman posted a message on social media that said members planned to 
“turn out in record numbers on Jan. 6th,” according to a federal indictment.

The group planned to meet at the Washington Monument, its members instructed not to wear its tra-
ditional black and yellow colors, but be “incognito.”

The Proud Boys have contended that membership grew after Trump, during his first debate with Biden, 
refused to outright condemn the group but instead told them to “stand back and stand by.”

The night before Jan. 6, Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio met with Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes 
at an underground parking garage, according to court filings along with images a documentary filmmaker 
trailing the group provided to the panel.

The Oath Keepers had also been organizing for Jan. 6 and established a “quick response force” at a 
nearby hotel in Virginia, according to court filings.

After the Capitol siege, Rhodes called someone with an urgent message for Trump, another group 
member has said. Rhodes was denied an chance to speak to Trump, but urged the person on the phone 
to tell the Republican president to call upon militia groups to fight to keep the president in power.

An attorney for Rhodes recently told the committee that their client wants to testify publicly. Rhodes 
was already interviewed by the committee privately, and it’s unlikely the panel will agree.

The panel also intends to discuss the way many of the Trump supporters who stormed the Capitol on 
Jan. 6 appeared to be QAnon believers. Federal authorities have explicitly linked at least 38 rioters to the 
pro-Trump conspiracy theory, according to an Associated Press review of court records.

One of the most recognizable figures from the Jan. 6 attack was a shirtless Arizona man who called 
himself the “QAnon Shaman,” carried a spear and wore face paint and a Viking hat with fur and horns.

A core belief among QAnon followers is that Trump was secretly fighting a cabal of deep state operatives, 
prominent Democrats and Hollywood elites who worship Satan and engage in sex trafficking of children.

The panel has shown, over the course of fast-paced hearings and with eyewitness accounts from the 
former president’s inner circle, how Trump was told “over and over” again, as Vice Chair Liz Cheney, R-
Wyo., said, that he had lost the election and his false claims of voter fraud were just not true. Neverthe-
less, Trump summoned his supporters to Washington and then sent them to the Capitol in what Chairman 
Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., has called an “attempted coup.”

Japanese say final goodbye to assassinated former leader Abe
By MARI YAMAGUCHI Associated Press
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TOKYO (AP) — Japanese bid their final goodbye to former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Tuesday as a 

family funeral was held at a temple days after his assassination shocked the nation.
Abe, the country’s longest-serving prime minister, remained influential even after stepping down two 

years ago for health reasons. He was gunned down Friday during a campaign speech in the western city 
of Nara.

Hundreds of people, some in formal dark suits, filled sidewalks outside Zojoji temple in downtown Tokyo 
to bid farewell to Abe, whose nationalistic views drove the governing party’s conservative policies.

Mourners took photos and some called out “Abe san!” as a motorcade with the hearse carrying his body 
accompanied by his widow, Akie Abe, slowly drove by the packed crowd.

Only she and other close family members, along with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and senior party 
leaders, attended the funeral at the temple.

The hearse traveled through Tokyo’s main political district, Nagata-cho, where Abe spent more than 
three decades after being first elected to parliament in 1991. It then drove slowly by the governing party 
headquarters, where senior lawmakers in dark suits stood outside and prayed, before heading to the prime 
minister’s office, where Abe served a total of nearly a decade.

Kishida and Cabinet members pressed their hands before their chests as they prayed and bowed toward 
the hearse before it headed to a crematorium.

On Sunday, two days after Abe’s shocking death, his Liberal Democratic Party and its coalition partner 
won a landslide victory in elections for the upper house, the less powerful of parliament’s two chambers.

That could allow Kishida to govern uninterrupted until a scheduled election in 2025. But Abe’s death also 
opens up a period of uncertainly for his party. Experts say a power struggle within Abe’s party faction is 
certain and could affect Kishida’s grip on power.

Kishida has stressed the importance of party unity after Abe’s death.
Abe’s shooting has shaken Japan, one of the world’s safest nations with some of the strictest gun laws.
The suspect, Tetsyua Yamagami, was arrested on the spot Friday and is being held at a local prosecu-

tors’ office for further investigation. They can detain him for up to three weeks while deciding whether 
to formally press charges.

Police said Yamagami cited a rumored link between Abe and an organization the suspect hated as the 
motive for the killing. Media reports said the organization was the Unification Church and that Yamagami 
disliked it because donations by his mother to the religious group had bankrupted his family.

The head of the Japanese branch of the South Korean-based church, known for its anti-Communist 
stance and mass weddings, confirmed on Monday that the mother was a member. He said Abe was not, 
but may have spoken at groups affiliated with the church.

On Tuesday, public security chief Satoshi Ninoyu said he has instructed the National Police Agency to 
investigate security protocols for political and business leaders.

Abe, the son of an earlier prime minister, became Japan’s youngest prime minister in 2006 at age 52. 
He left after a year in office due to health reasons but returned to power in 2012.

He vowed to revitalize the nation and lift its economy out of its deflationary doldrums with his “Abenom-
ics” formula, which combines fiscal stimulus, monetary easing and structural reforms.

His long-cherished goals, shared by other ultraconservatives, were to revise Japan’s pacifist constitu-
tion drafted by the United States after World War II and transform Japan’s Self Defense Force into a 
full-fledged military.

Abe, who was 67, left office in 2020, citing a recurrence of the ulcerative colitis he’d had since he was 
a teenager.

US warns it will defend ally if China breaks sea ruling
By JIM GOMEZ Associated Press
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken called on China to comply with a 

2016 arbitration ruling that invalidated Beijing’s vast territorial claims in the South China Sea and warned 
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that Washington is obligated to defend treaty ally Philippines if its forces, vessels or aircraft come under 
attack in the disputed waters.

Blinken’s statement, issued by the U.S. Embassy in Manila on Tuesday, was released on the sixth an-
niversary of the 2016 decision by an arbitration tribunal set up in The Hague under the U.N. Convention 
on the Law of the Sea after the Philippine government complained in 2013 about China’s increasingly ag-
gressive actions in the disputed waters.

China did not participate in the arbitration, rejected its ruling as a sham and continues to defy it, bring-
ing it into territorial spats with the Philippines and other Southeast Asian claimant states in recent years.

“We call again on the PRC to abide by its obligations under international law and cease its provocative 
behavior,” Blinken said, using the acronym for China’s formal name, the People’s Republic of China.

“We also reaffirm that an armed attack on Philippine armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft in the 
South China Sea would invoke U.S. mutual defense commitments” under the 1951 U.S.-Philippines Mutual 
Defense Treaty, Blinken said.

There was no immediate reaction from Beijing. But Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told a news confer-
ence in Malaysia’s administrative capital of Putrajaya that China is speeding up talks with the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, which includes the Philippines and three other claimant states, to come up 
with a nonaggression pact called a “code of conduct” to turn the South China Sea “into a sea of peace 
and cooperation.”

“We will oppose bloc confrontation and Cold War mentality,” Wang told journalists after meeting his 
counterpart in Malaysia, the last stop in his five-nation swing through Southeast Asia. He did not take any 
questions.

In addition to China and the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei have had overlapping 
claims in the busy waterway, where an estimated $5 trillion in goods passes each year and which is be-
lieved to be rich in undersea gas and oil deposits.

The potential flashpoint has become a key front of U.S.-China rivalry.
Washington lays no claim to the disputed waters but has deployed Navy ships and Air Force jets to patrol 

the waterway for decades and says freedom of navigation and overflight is in the U.S. national interest. 
That has provoked angry reactions from China, which has accused the U.S. of meddling in a purely Asian 
dispute and warned it to stay away.

Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo said Tuesday that the arbitration ruling will be a pillar of 
his new government’s policy and actions in the disputed region and rejected attempts to undermine the 
“indisputable” decision.

“These findings are no longer within the reach of denial and rebuttal and are conclusive as they are 
indisputable. The award is final,” Manalo said in a statement.

“We firmly reject attempts to undermine it … even erase it from law, history and our collective memo-
ries,” said Manalo, who did not directly name China.

New Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. took office June 30 after a landslide electoral victory.
Marcos Jr.’s predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte, put the arbitration ruling on the backburner for years after 

taking office in 2016 and nurtured cozy ties with Chinese President Xi Jinping while criticizing U.S. security 
policies.

In 2019, Duterte said he finally asked Xi to comply with the ruling but was flatly told, “We will not budge.”
Marcos Jr. has upheld the arbitration ruling and said he would not allow even one “square millimeter” of 

Philippine waters to be trampled upon.
But he said in January before winning the presidency that since China has refused to recognize the rul-

ing, Duterte’s policy of diplomatic engagement is “really our only option.”
Dozens of left-wing activists and workers protested in front of the Chinese Consulate in Manila’s Makati 

financial district on Tuesday, asking Beijing to respect the arbitration ruling and for Marcos Jr. to defend 
the country’s territory and sovereign rights in the South China Sea.
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Putin set to visit Iran next week

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit Iran next week, the Kremlin said Tuesday, a 

day after the U.S. warned that Tehran could provide Moscow with drones for its action in Ukraine.
During a trip to Tehran next Tuesday, Putin will attend a trilateral meeting with the leaders of Iran and 

Turkey, the so-called Astana format of meetings for Syria-related talks, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said.

Putin’s visit to Iran will follow U.S. President Joe Biden’s trip to Israel and Saudi Arabia this week, where 
Iran’s nuclear program and malign activities in the region will be a key subject of discussion.

Peskov told reporters that on the visit to Tehran, Putin will also have a separate meeting with Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

In March, Erdogan helped mediate talks between Russian and Ukrainian representatives in Istanbul, 
Turkey. Peskov said there was no discussion about a new round of such negotiations.

The White House said Monday that it believes that Russia is turning to Iran to provide it with “hundreds” 
of drones, including those capable of carrying weapons, for use in Ukraine.

U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said it was unclear whether Iran had already provided any of 
the vehicles to Russia, but said the U.S. has “information” that indicates Iran is preparing to train Russian 
forces to use them as soon as this month.

“Our information indicates that the Iranian government is preparing to provide Russia with up to several 
hundred UAVs, including weapons-capable UAVs on an expedited timeline,” Sullivan told reporters Monday, 
referring to drones by the acronym for unmanned aerial vehicles.

Iran hasn’t commented on Sullivan’s statement.
Iran long has worked on the development of drones, including so-called loitering munitions, the “kami-

kaze” drones like the Switchblade that the U.S. has delivered to Ukraine.
The U.S. decision to publicly reveal that the two countries’ chief regional rival was helping to rearm Russia 

comes as both Israel and Saudi Arabia have resisted joining global efforts to punish Russia for its action 
in Ukraine due to their domestic interests.

In Tehran, Mohammadrez Pourebrahimi, the head of the Iranian Parliament’s economic committee, told 
state-run news agency IRNA that Putin’s trip would seek to improve economic relations between the two 
sanctions-hit nations.

Global shares fall as investors await US inflation update
By YURI KAGEYAMA AP Business Writer
TOKYO (AP) — Global shares mostly fell Tuesday after a slump on Wall Street erased recent gains. U.S. 

futures and oil prices also declined.
Investors are on the lookout this week for updates on inflation and corporate profits, while renewed 

coronavirus outbreaks are adding to jitters. Shares in Europe declined in early trading. Benchmarks finished 
lower in Tokyo, Seoul, Hong Kong and Shanghai but rose slightly in Sydney.

The euro cost $1.0004, down from $1.0042, having dipped as low as $1.0005. The U.S. dollar inched 
down to 137.17 Japanese yen from 137.47 yen.

Both currencies have been trading at 20-year lows as the dollar has surged along with U.S. interest rates, 
which promise higher returns for investors.

The European common currency is close to dropping below parity, or one-to-one with the dollar. The 
last time the euro was below $1 was on July 15, 2002.

France’s CAC 40 slipped 0.5% in early trading to 5,965.08, while Germany’s DAX fell 0.9% to 12,718.93. 
Britain’s FTSE 100 edged down 0.3% to 7,176.30. The futured for the Dow industrials and the S&P 500 
were 0.7% lower.

In Asian trading, Japan’s benchmark Nikkei dropped 1.8% to 26,336.66. Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 gained 
nearly 0.1% to 6,606.30. South Korea’s Kospi slipped 1.0% to 2,317.76. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng sank 1.3% 
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to 20,844.74, while the Shanghai Composite index shed 1% to 3,281.47 on growing concerns over COVID-19.

Adding to the pessimism, Hong Kong authorities announced they are considering implementing an elec-
tronic health code system to restrict movements of people infected with COVID-19, as well as overseas 
arrivals, a system similar to what’s already in place in mainland China.

The highest inflation in four decades is pushing the Federal Reserve and other central banks to hike 
interest rates, which puts the clamps on the economy and hurts various types of investments.

Companies this week are set to begin reporting how their profits fared during the spring. Big banks 
and other financial companies dominate the early part of the schedule, with JPMorgan Chase and Morgan 
Stanley set for Thursday. BlackRock, Citigroup and Wells Fargo are among those reporting on Friday.

Expectations for second-quarter results seem to be low. Analysts are forecasting 4.3% growth for com-
panies across the S&P 500, which would be the weakest since the end of 2020, according to FactSet.

Even if companies end up reporting better results than expected, which is usually the case, analysts say 
the heavier focus will be on what CEOs say about their profit trends for later in the year.

Beyond earnings updates, reports this week on inflation will likely dominate trading. On Wednesday, 
economists expect a report to show that inflation at the consumer level accelerated again last month, up 
to 8.8% from 8.6% in May.

In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude fell $2.87 to $101.22 a barrel. It lost 70 cents to $104.09 a barrel 
on Monday. Brent crude, the international standard for pricing, lost $2.43 to $104.67 a barrel.

Biden to discuss immigration, trade with Mexico’s president
By WILL WEISSERT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is meeting with Mexican President Andrés Manuel López 

Obrador on Tuesday for discussions the White House says will showcase the underlying strength of a 
relationship that of late has been more notable for the leaders’ disagreements on issues including energy 
and Ukraine policy.

López Obrador declined Biden’s invitation to the Summit of the Americas in Los Angeles last month after 
unsuccessfully urging the U.S. to include the leaders of Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela — all countries 
with anti-democratic regimes. The Mexican leader also has called U.S. support for Ukraine in its war with 
Russia “a crass error” and criticized the U.S. for moving more swiftly to provide military funding to Ukraine 
than financial aid to Central America.

There also are political crosscurrents in Washington, where top Republicans have pointed to a rising 
number of people from Mexico and Central America crossing the southern U.S. border illegally and have 
criticized the Democratic president’s administration for not doing more to curb the migration.

It will be the second in-person meeting between Biden and López Obrador at the White House. In ad-
dition, they spoke virtually amid the coronavirus pandemic last year and have held several calls. First lady 
Jill Biden hosted Mexican first lady Beatriz Gutiérrez Müller during this spring’s White House celebration 
of Cinco de Mayo.

Tuesday’s discussions come just before Biden leaves for Israel, the West Bank and Saudi Arabia.
Senior Biden administration officials say that the U.S.-Mexico relationship is a priority and that the countries 

plan to announce joint actions to modernize and improve infrastructure along key parts of the 2,000-mile 
(3,200-kilometer) border, enhance law enforcement cooperation against fentanyl smuggling and promote 
clean energy.

They also plan to announce a working group to promote more avenues for legal migration by workers, 
discussions that the officials said they hope could eventually be expanded to include labor from other 
countries.

In a preview call with reporters, administration officials declined to specify which visa programs might 
be expanded to bolster legal migration or by how much. They said the agreements set to come out of 
the meeting were more about demonstrating binational cooperation than announcing specific numbers.

The officials also didn’t say whether the Biden administration will urge Mexico to do more to stop people 
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heading through its territory to then cross into the U.S. illegally — a key demand of Biden’s predecessor, 
President Donald Trump. Instead, the officials said Mexico and the U.S. are equal partners on immigration, 
and both countries had already previously committed to bolstering mechanisms for processing arriving 
migrants who ask for asylum, while more efficiently expelling those who don’t qualify.

Vice President Kamala Harris, who has been tasked with exploring the root causes of immigration across 
Latin America, also plans to host López Obrador in a breakfast Tuesday.

López Obrador has long pushed for expanding U.S. temporary visa programs to workers from Mexico 
and Central America. He said Monday that increasing legal immigration would help fight inflation by bol-
stering productivity.

Mexico’s president also has been more vocal about attempting to tamp down inflation than curb climate 
change or promote energy efficiency. U.S. officials want him to retreat on his reliance on fossil fuels and 
his efforts to prioritize his country’s state-owned electricity utility at the expense of foreign-built plants 
powered by natural gas and renewable energy, another topic that could come up.

López Obrador has repeatedly criticized the Biden administration, including decrying U.S. efforts to 
extradite Wikileaks founder Julian Assange from the U.K. for prosecution. He has vowed to bring up the 
topic during Tuesday’s meeting, and Biden officials say they are ready to discuss it.

Abe’s complicated legacy looms large for current Japan PM
By FOSTER KLUG and MARI YAMAGUCHI Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — Assassinated former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was perhaps the most divisive leader in 

recent Japanese history, infuriating liberals with his revisionist views of history and his dreams of military 
expansion. He was also the longest serving and, by many estimations, the most influential.

For current Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, this complicated legacy will loom large as he considers taking 
up his mentor’s unachieved policy goals after a big win for their ruling Liberal Democratic Party in parlia-
mentary elections Sunday, just days after Abe’s death.

Kishida has gained considerable political strength, riding a surge of emotion and vows of resilience from 
voters after the assassination, but he’s also lost the most powerful force in his party — Abe.

“Kishida now faces an increasingly murky political situation,” the liberal-leaning Asahi newspaper said in 
an editorial. “The death of Abe, who headed the largest LDP wing, will certainly change the party’s power 
balance.”

Kishida made his immediate priorities clear after the election: “Party unity is more important than any-
thing else.”

But he must also make quick progress on growing worries over rising prices and a stagnant economy 
even as he tries to figure out how to boost Japan’s defense in the face of an aggressive China, Russia 
and North Korea.

And then there’s Abe’s polarizing nationalistic agenda, much of which was left unfinished, including his 
attempts to boost patriotism in schools, to revoke the apologies made in the 1990s over Japanese ag-
gression during World War II and the controversial and divisive plan to revise Japan’s war-renouncing 
constitution to give the military more power.

How Kishida deals with Abe’s still considerable political presence may determine his success as leader.
At the heart of Abe’s lingering influence — he left the top job in 2020 — is a paradox.
He alienated many in Japan, as well as war victims China and the Koreas, with his hawkish foreign and 

security policies, as well as his ultraconservative — sometimes revisionist — stance on the so-called his-
tory issues related to Japan’s wartime actions.

Abe pushed back against postwar treaties and the verdicts of the tribunal that judged Japanese war 
criminals and was a driving force in efforts to whitewash military atrocities and end apologies over the war.

The Japanese electorate, however, carried him to power in six elections. And his work to strengthen 
the alliance with the United States and to unify like-minded democracies as a counterweight to China’s 
assertiveness endeared him to U.S. and European elites.
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His long grip on power even amid criticism over his more extreme views can be explained by voters’ 

desire for stability and an improved economy, Abe’s stranglehold on the conservative wing of his party 
and the haplessness of the opposition.

His first period as prime minister, which began in 2006, ended in failure after a year, partly because of 
a backlash to his nationalist policy goals.

After three years of opposition rule, a rare interruption in decades of LDP dominance, Abe returned to 
power with a landslide victory in 2012.

“After his first stint failed, he learned that his nationalistic agenda of building a ‘beautiful nation’ can-
not move forward unless he has another agenda to balance it out, like two wheels of a cart,” said Koichi 
Nakano, a Sophia University professor of international politics.

While still chipping away at enacting his nationalist policies, Nakano said, Abe also began championing 
economic revitalization and compromised on issues such as promoting women’s advancement and ac-
cepting unskilled foreign labor to help boost a dwindling workforce — moves that allowed him to be seen 
as a realist.

He understood in his second term that “he needed to improve his narrative and policy focus on the 
economy. He convinced much of the public that ‘Abenomics’ was a necessary reform path,” said Leif-Eric 
Easley, a professor of international studies at Ewha Womans University in Seoul. Abe also “exercised in-
stitutional discipline over the government bureaucracy and his political party in ways that no opposition 
leader has yet been able to match.”

Abe was the grandson of rightwing former Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi, which helped him win support 
from rightwing groups. He also was favored by younger people, experts say, many of whom are more 
conservative than their counterparts in other parts of the world because of their deep interest in a steady 
economy so they can get work at major companies.

“It seems that voters preferred the stability Abe promised over the disorganized leadership that the (op-
position party) provided” during its three years in power, said Jeffrey Hall, a professor at Kanda University 
of International Studies specializing in Japanese politics and nationalism. “To international observers, Abe’s 
support for historical revisionism looms larger than it did for domestic voters.”

While Abe’s eagerness to boost Japan’s military power was more than most Japanese citizens wanted, 
according to Easley, “he was right about Tokyo having to adjust to a challenging security environment 
that includes China, Russia and North Korea.”

Kishida enjoys something of a political mandate after Sunday’s election, and will likely be in office until 
scheduled elections in 2025. He has said he wants to explore ways to make more progress on Abe’s push 
for constitutional revision, but there’s no detail now about what, exactly, that means or how he’ll try to do it.

Changing the constitution is a top party platform that Kishida will not want to risk, according to Ryosuke 
Nishida, a sociology professor at the Tokyo Institute of Technology, so he may delay the effort until he 
can forge a compromise with rightwing party members on the best way to proceed.

“Abe was one of the strongest voices for constitutional revision and a more proactive security policy. 
Now that he is gone, others will try to fill his shoes, but it will be difficult,” Hall said.

Some Ukrainians won’t flee areas caught in crosshairs of war
By FRANCESCA EBEL Associated Press
KRAMATORSK, Ukraine (AP) — Burned-out cars and splintered trees smolder in the aftermath of a missile 

strike on Kramatorsk, a city in eastern Ukraine. A body lies on the ground, covered by a sheet. Wounded 
residents sit dazed and covered in blood. A crater has been gouged in the center of a once-calm, sunlit 
courtyard.

Across the beleaguered city, Valerii Ilchenko sits under the shade of the trees, working on a crossword 
puzzle. The 70-year-old widower now has difficulty walking, and this daily ritual in the fresh air gets him 
through the day.

Just last week, the governor of Donetsk province urged its 350,000 remaining residents to move to safer 
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places in western Ukraine. But like many other civilians who have come under fire in the nearly 5-month-
old war, Ilchenko has no intention of leaving — no matter how close the fighting gets.

“I don’t have anywhere to go and don’t want to either. What would I do there? Here at least I can sit 
on the bench, I can watch TV,” he told The Associated Press in an interview in his one-room apartment 
where he lives alone.

Moscow and Kyiv are battling for control of the Donbas, a fertile and industrial region in eastern Ukraine 
where a conflict with Russia-backed separatists has raged since 2014. In recent weeks, Russia has made 
significant gains and is poised to fully occupy Luhansk province, which along with Donetsk province makes 
up the region. Attacks on key cities like Kramatorsk and Sloviansk have increased dramatically, killing and 
wounding scores of civilians weekly.

Since the war began, Ilchenko has been unable to call his son and grandson, who live in Moscow. Al-
though he is still somewhat self-sufficient, Ilchenko is nearly immobile. Volunteers make sure he gets 
regular deliveries of bread, water and cigarettes; neighbors call in from time to time.

The windows of his apartment were blown out in an earlier attack. As he spoke, an air raid siren wailed. 
But Ilchenko smiled and shrugged.

“Where would I run to when the sirens start? I have no basement, so where? In this building, we all 
stay right here,” he said.

In urging the evacuation, Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said it would allow the Ukrainian army to better 
defend towns, adding that about 80% of the region had departed by Monday.

“Once there are less people, we will be able to concentrate more on our enemy,” Kyrylenko said, adding 
that shelling had intensified and was “very chaotic.”

Observers say Sloviansk and Kramatorsk could end up like Sievierodonetsk and Lysychansk, cities now 
under Russian control after bombardment so ferocious that they are practically uninhabitable.

“I will be more severe this time -- people should leave,” Kyrylenko said.
Yet for many, the urge to stay is strong, because they are retirees or have incomes so low that they fear 

they cannot support themselves away from what Kyrylenko called their “comfort zone.”
Others worry they won’t be welcome in western Ukraine — a concern based on a perception that some 

of their countrymen resent the predominantly Russian-speaking easterners and blame them for the war.
A few harbor pro-Moscow sympathies — either from nostalgia for their Soviet past or from watching Rus-

sian state TV. Still others don’t believe their lives will change significantly under a Russian or a Ukrainian flag.
Sloviansk Mayor Vadym Liakh told AP that whatever the motivations are for those who stay, “we see 

that when their homes are ruined, having only the slippers on their feet with one plastic bag, they leave. 
They do not think about the money.”

Like Ilchenko, Maria Savon has no plans to leave Kramatorsk. Waiting in line for food under a blinding 
sun, the 85-year-old is a stooped and fragile figure. When she speaks, however, her high voices rings out 
across the square.

“Why should I leave? Where one is born, one must die. This is our land. We are not needed there, from 
time immemorial. Old people, as far as I know, even ask for their native earth before they die,” she said, 
her voice cracking with emotion.

Savon said she wants to live in a country ruled by Ukrainians — not Russians — but she also is suspicious 
of the West. She wants President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to cut ties with Europe and the U.S. President Joe 
Biden, and agree to a cease-fire with Moscow.

Her feelings illustrate the complexity of public opinion in the Donbas.
“I’ll tell you honestly, I feel sorry for the young people, the young men who are dying. I would take that 

Zelenskyy and tear him apart, along with Biden, with America, with all those fascists,” she said.
A retiree fishing on the Kazennyi Torets River said he loves his hometown but is too old to fight.
“Of course, it would be a shame to leave. Without the apartment, what would I leave my children? We 

will wait until this ends,” said the man, who identified himself only as Viktor for fear of reprisal.
Then there are those like 38-year-old Lena Ravlis — both terrified to stay and terrified to go.
“Of course it is very dangerous here, but the road out is very dangerous too,” she said, citing the horrific 
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attack in April on Kramatorsk’s train station that killed 59 civilians and wounded over 100, including children.

Still, as Russian troops march west, a steady flow of people are leaving towns caught in the crosshairs 
of war. Hundreds depart daily on a train from Pokrovsk. Liakh, the Sloviansk mayor, said they are given 
food and places to stay in western Ukraine and can register for compensation.

One woman who asked to be identified only by her first name, Olena, also for security reasons, said that 
when she fled Sloviansk last week with her small child, she was shocked by the destruction.

“We waited too long. But finally I decided to save my child and myself. They were shelling us with every 
weapon in existence,” she said.

The streets of Kramatorsk are eerily quiet. Most shops have closed and the last working cafes are boarded 
up. This once-vibrant city with a prewar population of about 150,000 is mostly empty in anticipation of 
the Russian advance.

Ilchenko said he sometimes feels lonely. “It’s bad when the blues gets you, and then other times it’s 
fine,” he said sadly.

A former soldier in the Soviet army, he’s furious at the Russians and wants them “expelled as soon as 
possible.”

As Ilchenko spoke, his neighbor, also a solo pensioner, got ready to cook potatoes for lunch on a makeshift 
outdoor stove since there is no cooking gas in the district. Another woman lives on the building’s top floor.

“That’s it, the rest are gone,” Ilchenko said.
“Let them leave. It’s better than getting bombed,” he added. “I only wish they knew where they were 

going. What if it’s the same there as it is here? You can run from the bombs. But bombs are bombs, they 
don’t pick and choose.”

High UAE gas prices stand out where cheap fuel was the norm
By ISABEL DEBRE Associated Press
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Mere years ago, fuel was cheaper than bottled water in the oil-rich 

United Arab Emirates. Now, long lines snake outside gas stations on the eve of price hikes each month.
Fuel prices in the major OPEC producer, set in line with global oil price benchmarks, have soared over 

70% since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, accentuating differences with neighboring petrostates that heavily 
subsidize gasoline.

The contrast has stoked complaints among Emiratis who receive generous cradle-to-grave welfare and 
prompted the government to boost social spending for low-income citizens.

The UAE’s relaxing of fuel subsidies in 2015, which had been costing the government billions of dollars, 
put the country at the forefront of long-delayed fiscal reforms in the region as oil prices slumped. Even 
now, Gulf Arab rulers getting a windfall from sky-high oil prices know it can’t last forever, as the world’s 
economies move away from fossil fuels.

“The UAE is really standing out,” said Monica Malik, chief economist at Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank. “Its 
policy focus remains firmly on reforms.”

At about $1.23 a liter, or $4.66 a gallon after July’s price rise, the unprecedented fuel cost in the UAE 
remains below the grim records reached in the United States and Britain as the war in Ukraine unleashes 
the biggest commodity shock in decades. But the region’s citizens have long considered cheap fuel a birth 
right. In Kuwait’s lavish welfare state, the cost per gallon is nearly four times less.

“Everyone is complaining,” said Emirati engineer Suhail al-Bastaki. “It’s just too expensive.”
Unlike for the rest of the world, the war is an unexpected boost to public finances for the UAE and its 

hydrocarbon-dependent neighbors. With the most diversified economy in the region, flashy Dubai has also 
benefited from an influx of wealthy Russians since the war.

But the recent price surge in the UAE has signaled the region is not immune to global market forces.
As pressure mounted last week, the UAE and Saudi Arabia allotted a combined $13 billion dollars in social 

spending for low-income citizens — an option clearly unavailable to the region’s less affluent economies 
such as Egypt and Lebanon, where the price of bread is surging and hunger is spreading.

Still in the UAE, where expats outnumber locals nearly nine to one, fuel price hikes are costliest for le-
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gions of workers from Africa, the Middle East and South Asia who power the economy. Inflation has cut 
into laborers’ already meager salaries, triggering a rare outburst of illegal strikes this spring.

Other Gulf Arab countries have also curbed state benefits to balance their budgets in recent years. But 
fearing backlash from angry consumers, none have gone as far as the UAE, where fuel prices are nearly 
double the average among Gulf Arab states.

The country can get away with this partly because the burden falls on its 9 million expat residents, 
experts say. Meanwhile, in Saudi Arabia — a country of 35 million, two-thirds of which are citizens — the 
government’s fuel price cap has kept inflation under control even as food costs have spiked.

“The impact is not really on the (UAE’s) local population,” said Nasser Saidi, an economist in Dubai. “They 
feel the fuel price increases, but they remain protected in terms of the social contract.”

The tiny Emirati population benefits from a generous welfare state that helps with everything: free 
education, health care and housing, grants for marriage, scholarships to foreign universities and well-paid 
government jobs.

That contract emerged across the region as rulers cashed in from the oil boom and distributed some of 
the bounty to citizens in exchange for political loyalty.

In times of windfall — and of discontent — governments know what to do: Spread the wealth. Interna-
tional benchmark Brent crude has surged some 50% over $100 a barrel since sanctions on Russia stoked 
fears of shortages.

“The outlays are a recognition that citizens know oil revenues are really high right now,” said Karen Young, 
a senior fellow at the Washington-based Middle East Institute. “This is a traditional mechanism of sharing.”

After the UAE’s latest fuel price rise, grumbling among Emiratis on social media and at traditional meet-
ing spaces grew louder.

“People were suffering,” said Emirati social media influencer Hassan al-Amiri. “People think Emiratis are 
filthy rich but I don’t have an oil rig. Our needs are increasing.”

The grievances escalated to President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s weekly majlis, a gather-
ing at which any citizen may apply to voice concerns, said Emirati political expert Majed al-Raeesi.

Last week, Sheikh Mohammed unveiled plans to double the state’s social support for low-income Emirati 
families — classified as those who make less than $6,800 a month. The $7.6 billion package will cover 
85% of recent fuel price hikes and 75% of food inflation, among other things like housing allowances and 
support for job-seekers.

The government portal received so many applications that it crashed.
“The leadership listened to the streets,” said al-Amiri, who faced some backlash from some Emiratis 

online over his complaints. Citizens are careful about expressing public criticism lest it be taken for dissent, 
which is outlawed.

From Saudi Arabia, the world’s second-biggest oil producer, King Salman announced $5.33 billion in direct 
cash transfers to citizens “to protect beneficiaries from the effects of of global price rises.”

But that help will not reach those who need it most. Desperation over the cost of living is growing among 
the region’s low-paid migrant workers.

Uber drivers and food delivery riders who pay for their own fuel in Dubai say they’re barely breaking 
even. Riders for two main delivery companies went on strike over their slim salaries in May — defying the 
UAE’s ban on labor protests.

Uber said it would raise fares as much as 11% for some trips to account for new gas fees in Dubai, but 
some drivers say that’s inadequate.

Muhammed, a 38-year-old Uber driver from Nigeria, was drawn to Dubai 12 years ago by the prospect 
of good pay. But now he has vanishingly little to send home to his wife and newborn daughter.

“I can’t stay here anymore,” he said, giving only his first name for fear of reprisals. “I work in Dubai 12 
years and I have nothing.”

‘Squid Game,’ ‘Abbott Elementary’ vying for Emmy nominations
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By LYNN ELBER AP Television Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “Succession” and “Ted Lasso” are in the hunt for Emmy nominations that could 

add to their previous trophy hauls, but they’re up against hungry newcomers.
When the bids are announced Tuesday, the social satire “Succession,” a 2020 top-drama winner, may 

face a showdown with “Squid Game.” The South Korean hit about a brutal survival contest is vying to 
become the first non-English language Emmy nominee.

The Emmys once were dominated by broadcast networks and then cable, with the rise of streaming 
services changing the balance of power and perhaps the awards themselves. The possibility of Netflix’s 
“Squid Game” joining the Emmy mix is the result of streaming’s global marketplace focus.

Other possible drama contenders include the modern Western “Yellowstone,” workplace thriller “Sever-
ance” and “Yellowjackets,” a hybrid survival and coming-of-age tale.

Potential competition for “Ted Lasso,” which claimed seven trophies including best comedy last year, 
includes the inaugural seasons of “Abbott Elementary” and “Only Murders in the Building” — both popular 
and critical successes.

Past top comedy winner “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” also is vying for nods.
There are a number of outgoing shows looking for some final Emmy love. Among dramas that includes 

“This Is Us,” and “Ozark,” with “Insecure” and “black-ish” on the comedy side.
Jean Smart, last year’s best comedy actress winner for “Hacks,” is in the running for a nod again, as is 

the series, with “Ted Lasso” star Jason Sudeikis hoping to repeat his 2021 comedy actor win. Bill Hader 
is chasing a third award in the category for “Barry.”

“The Crown,” which dominated the 2021 drama awards, wasn’t televised within the eligibility period and 
is sitting this year out.

JB Smoove (“Curb Your Enthusiasm”), Melissa Fumero (“Brooklyn Nine-Nine”) and Television Academy 
Chairman and CEO Frank Scherma were to announce the nominees. The Emmy ceremony is set for Sept. 
12 and will air on NBC, with a host yet to be announced.

Detroit cash bail reforms to strike at racial inequality
By AARON MORRISON Associated Press
Michigan’s largest district court and bail reform advocates have agreed to settle a federal class-action 

lawsuit over cash bail practices, which activists say routinely and unconstitutionally jail poor and working 
class defendants despite evidence of their inability to pay.

Both sides say the reforms, to be announced Tuesday, strike at racial inequality in the criminal legal 
system. On any given day in Detroit, the nation’s Blackest city, nearly three-quarters of those jailed are 
Black, a proportion much higher than their share of the population.

If the reforms narrow that disparity, it could be a model for court systems nationwide, where race and 
wealth are significant factors in the administration of justice, advocates say.

Detroit’s 36th District Court, the American Civil Liberties Union and The Bail Project, a nonprofit that pays 
bail for people in need, said in interviews ahead of Tuesday’s announcement that the status quo wreaks 
unnecessary havoc on defendants’ jobs, homes and families.

“This is a historic agreement that we believe can and should be a template for how courts around the 
country can adapt their bail practices to what is lawful, constitutional and sensible,” said Phil Mayor, senior 
staff attorney for the Michigan ACLU.

Chief Judge William McConico of the 36th District Court said settling the class-action lawsuit, filed in 2019 
just before he became the chief, presented an opportunity to show that law enforcement and activists 
can work together to change the criminal legal system.

“Other African American cities will be able to point to what one of the largest district courts in the coun-
try is doing to address this issue,” said McConico, who is Black. “That’s why it is so important that this is 
starting in a major Black city, that it is not being rolled out in a suburban city or a small court.”

The reforms do not bar judges from imposing cash bail, especially if defendants are deemed a flight 
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risk or a danger to the public. However, all Detroit judges and magistrates must say on the record how 
imposing bail would protect the community or prevent a failure to appear. Judges must also make an on-
the-record determination as to how much a defendant can afford to pay.

The parties also agreed that any defendant who is at 200% of the federal poverty level or less is to be 
assumed unable to post cash bond. According to the 2022 federal guidelines, 200% of the poverty level 
is annual earnings of roughly $27,000 for an individual and $55,000 for a family of four.

“This should largely eliminate the practice of imposing what may seem to some like small amounts of 
cash bail, which effectively serve as a jail sentence for somebody who hasn’t yet been convicted of a 
crime,” Mayor said.

The sides also agreed to new rules stipulating when and what triggers a bail redetermination hearing, if 
a defendant’s bail has been set but goes unpaid. The hearing would allow for a bail amount to be reduced 
or withdrawn altogether if it is later deemed unaffordable.

The reforms in Detroit come as some states and local jurisdictions across the U.S. have either rolled 
back or are considering rollbacks of bail reforms in response to a pandemic-era increase in crime. From 
San Francisco to New York City and cities in between, rhetoric around the uptick in violence and nuisance 
crimes has slowed political momentum despite bipartisan agreement that mass incarceration is expensive 
and has no proven positive effect on public safety.

“We are still moving forward in a very thoughtful way, to say that the presumption of innocence matters, 
that mass incarceration of pretrial people needs to be reversed, and that racial disparities at the pretrial 
stage need to be addressed in a very real way,” said Twyla Carter, The Bail Project’s outgoing national 
legal and policy director.

The ACLU, the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, The Bail Project and the law firm Covington 
& Burling LLP sued the chief judge, court magistrates and the Wayne County sheriff in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan in 2019, on behalf of seven Black plaintiffs. The plaintiffs alleged 
the only reason they remained in jail was because they couldn’t afford bail.

At the time of her incarceration in April 2019, one plaintiff, Starmanie Jackson, an impoverished single 
mother of 2- and 4-year-old children, had her bail set at $700 over outstanding traffic tickets and a charge 
alleging domestic violence. Because she could not afford to pay, Jackson, who had never been arrested 
before, was separated from her children for the first time in their lives.

“I was devastated,” said Jackson, 27. “It was nerve wracking, scary and disappointing, because we de-
pend on our justice system to keep us safe and on track.”

She said her family couldn’t locate her for two days, as jail officials struggled to confirm where she was 
being held. As a result of her incarceration, Jackson, a certified nurse’s assistant, said she lost a new 
nursing home job when she didn’t show up for her first shift and was evicted from her apartment after 
she used her rent money to help pay her bond. The domestic violence charge was ultimately dropped 
and Jackson never served another day in jail.

The settlement makes for a happy ending to what ended up being a nightmare, said Jackson, now a 
mother of four children.

“I’m ecstatic because I’m able to help people to overcome some of the difficulties in our justice system, 
which is already jacked up,” she said.

As part of the settlement, Jackson and the other plaintiffs will split a payment of $14,000. Lawyers for 
the plaintiffs said the amount was agreed to with the knowledge that the court would also spend money 
to track bail and pretrial detention. The court did not admit wrongdoing as part of the settlement.

According to a 2020 report of the Michigan Joint Task Force on Jail and Pretrial Incarceration, between 
2016 and 2018, Black men made up 29% of the jail admissions in the counties the task force sampled, 
even though they were just 6% of the resident population in those counties. Between 2018 and 2019 in 
Wayne County, Black people represented 70% of those detained in the local jail on any given day, even 
though they were only 39% of the resident population.

Nationwide, recent studies show Black defendants make up a majority of people in pretrial detention. 
However, the jail incarceration rate for Black people had been on the decline between 2008 and 2019, 
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according to the latest federal data.

Former U.S. Attorney Gen. Eric Holder, who is senior counsel at Covington & Burling, commended the 
Detroit district court for reaching the agreement on reforms. “This is how our criminal justice system should 
work,” he said. “It can, and should be, a model for other jurisdictions across the country.”

Ezekiel Edwards, vice president of pretrial criminal justice at Arnold Ventures, a philanthropic organization 
supporting research and policy work on justice issues, said bail systems in the U.S. have become more 
reform-minded over the last decade. But the policy landscape is still a patchwork, he said.

“Cash bail is still used in most jurisdictions around the country and without the necessary regulations 
or limitations,” Edwards said.

As for achieving racial justice in Detroit, McConico said there will be a racially diverse bar association and 
a majority Black bench of judges and magistrates working together under the new administrative policies 
to ensure they have a chance of succeeding.

“It won’t just be symbolic,” the chief judge said. “There will be African Americans making a change on 
the criminal justice system that disproportionately impacts African Americans.”

Amazon Prime Day comes amid slowdown in online sales growth
By HALELUYA HADERO AP Business Writer
Amazon is heading into its annual Prime Day sales event on Tuesday much differently than how it entered 

the pandemic.
The company has long used the two-day event — one of its biggest all year — to lure people to its Prime 

membership, for which Amazon recently raised the price to $139 a year from $119 a year.
Amazon doesn’t disclose total Prime Day sales, though growth estimates for last year’s event had ranged 

from 7% to 9%. Research firm Insider Intelligence suggests sales could grow even more this year in part 
because of the event’s mid-July timing, which compared to last year’s June date would allow the company 
to capture more consumers doing back-to-school shopping.

Amazon could use the boost amid a slowdown in overall online sales. Once the darling of the pandemic 
economy, the company posted a rare quarterly loss in April as well as its slowest rate of revenue growth 
in nearly two decades — at 7%. Inflation had added roughly $2 billion in costs.

Amazon also acknowledged it had too many workers and expects its excess capacity from its massive 
warehouse expansion during the pandemic to total $10 billion in extra costs for the first half of this year.

“It’s causing pain at the moment, and that pain is considerable,” said Neil Saunders, the managing direc-
tor of GlobalData Retail.

It’s quite a reversal from the early days of the pandemic when the e-commerce giant’s profits soared as 
homebound shoppers turned to online shopping to avoid contracting the coronavirus. The demand was 
so high that Amazon nearly doubled its workforce in the last two years to more than 1.6 million people.

It also increased its warehouse capacity to match the avalanche of orders flooding its site. By the end 
of 2021, Amazon had leased and owned roughly 387.1 million square feet of space for its warehouses and 
data centers — more than double what it reported in 2019.

Then, the worst of the pandemic eased. Americans felt more comfortable leaving their homes, and demand 
also slowed across the board. The retail sector’s online sales growth in the U.S., which spiked to 36.4% 
in 2020, returned to more normal growth in 2021 and 2022, clocking in at 17.8% and 9.4% respectively, 
according to Insider Intelligence.

Retail sales figures for June, due to be released Friday, will shed more light on how e-commerce is faring. 
The most recent figures from May showed online sales falling 1% while overall retail sales declined 0.3% 
from April amid skyrocketing inflation.

“This is a period of time when consumers are being much more frugal thinking about how they’re spend-
ing and buying,” said David Niekerk, a former Amazon vice president of human resources who oversaw 
operations. “That’s having an impact on Amazon.”

Brian Olsavsky, the company’s chief financial officer, has said many of Amazon’s warehouse expansion 
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decisions were made as far back as two years ago, limiting what the company can do to adjust midyear. 
That said, Amazon will spend less on warehouse projects this year compared to last, and transportation 
investments will be flat to slightly down.

Saunders said the excess capacity is likely to be a short-term problem for Amazon, which he points out 
has continued to take steps to grow its retail business and draw more sellers to its service. In April, it an-
nounced it will extend the benefits of a Prime subscription to online stores beyond its own site, a move 
that will allow merchants to tap into the company’s vast fulfillment and delivery networks.

To fix its warehousing woes, CEO Andy Jassy said in May the company was going to let some of its leases 
expire and defer construction on others. Amazon is also subleasing warehouses to cut costs.

Preliminary data from the real estate marketplace provider Costar Group suggests the company is dis-
proportionately shutting down its smaller facilities, which tend to have fewer loading docks and parking 
and are less efficient to operate, said Adrian Ponsen, Costar’s U.S. director of Industrial Analytics.

Still, closures are already creating issues. A handful of workers at an Amazon delivery station in Bellmawr, 
New Jersey recently walked off the job to protest transfers to other sites after Amazon decided to shutter 
the facility.

Paul Blundell, an Amazon worker who led the walkout, said some workers wanted to transfer to nearby 
facilities after being asked to go to sites as far as 20 miles away. They also wanted a $1 hourly raise to 
make up for the disruption. Meanwhile, the company says employees are being given the opportunity to 
transfer to other sites with better perks.

Amazon signaled its other problem — overstaffing — emerged after onboarding new hires to fill in for 
workers who were sick when the omicron variant swept the nation last year. But when the sick workers 
returned, Amazon had too many people, adding roughly $2 billion in costs. That’s a far cry from last year, 
when the company boosted pay to $18 to attract hourly workers in a tight labor market.

The issue might be solved naturally by the company’s high attrition rate. Saunders said Amazon is also 
likely to find use for the excess labor as the holidays approach, and might be able to rein in the problem 
by not hiring new workers in locations where they’re overstaffed.

However it happens, analysts are closely watching how Jassy will attempt to right the ship. A few weeks 
ago, he tapped Doug Herrington, a 17-year Amazon veteran, to replace Dave Clark, the former head of 
Amazon’s retail business who unexpectedly resigned last month after 23 years at the company.

Amazon stock has tumbled this year, dropping roughly 39% year-to-date. And Jassy is under the gun to 
bring back profitability, Nieker said.

“He made a commitment to shareholders and others that he’s going to really focus now on getting back 
to profitability in the company,” Nieker said. “And a big part of that is the consumer business.”

Far out: NASA space telescope’s 1st cosmic view goes deep
By SETH BORENSTEIN AP Science Writer
Our view of the universe just expanded: The first image from NASA’s new space telescope unveiled 

Monday is brimming with galaxies and offers the deepest look of the cosmos ever captured.
The first image from the $10 billion James Webb Space Telescope is the farthest humanity has ever seen 

in both time and distance, closer to the dawn of time and the edge of the universe. That image will be fol-
lowed Tuesday by the release of four more galactic beauty shots from the telescope’s initial outward gazes.

The “deep field” image released at during a brief White House event is filled with lots of stars, with mas-
sive galaxies in the foreground and faint and extremely distant galaxies peeking through here and there. 
Part of the image is light from not too long after the Big Bang, which was 13.8 billion years ago.

President Joe Biden marveled at the image that he said showed “the oldest documented light in the his-
tory of the universe from over 13 billion -- let me say that again -- 13 billion years ago. It’s hard to fathom.”

The busy image with hundreds of specks, streaks, spirals and swirls of white, yellow, orange and red is 
only “one little speck of the universe,” NASA Administrator Bill Nelson said.

“What we saw today is the early universe,” Harvard astronomer Dimitar Sasselov said in a phone inter-
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view after the reveal.

Sasselov said he and his colleague Charles Alcock first thought “we’ve seen this before.” Then they 
looked closer at the image and pronounced the result not only beautiful but “worth all that waiting” for 
the much-delayed project.

And even more is coming Tuesday. The pictures on tap include a view of a giant gaseous planet outside 
our solar system, two images of a nebula where stars are born and die in spectacular beauty and an 
update of a classic image of five tightly clustered galaxies that dance around each other.

The world’s biggest and most powerful space telescope rocketed away last December from French 
Guiana in South America. It reached its lookout point 1 million miles (1.6 million kilometers) from Earth 
in January. Then the lengthy process began to align the mirrors, get the infrared detectors cold enough 
to operate and calibrate the science instruments, all protected by a sunshade the size of a tennis court 
that keeps the telescope cool.

The plan is to use the telescope to peer back so far that scientists will get a glimpse of the early days 
of the universe about 13.7 billion years ago and zoom in on closer cosmic objects, even our own solar 
system, with sharper focus.

How far back past 13 billion years did that first image look? NASA didn’t provide any estimate Monday. 
Outside scientists said those calculations will take time, but they are fairly certain somewhere in the busy 
image is a galaxy older than humanity has ever seen, probably back to 500 million or 600 million years 
after the Big Bang.

“It takes a little bit of time to dig out those galaxies,” University of California, Santa Cruz, astrophysicist 
Garth Illingworth said. “It’s the things you almost can’t see here, the tiniest little red dots.”

“This is absolutely spectacular, absolutely amazing,” he added. “This is everything we’ve dreamed of in 
a telescope like this.”

Webb is considered the successor to the highly successful, but aging Hubble Space Telescope. Hubble 
has stared as far back as 13.4 billion years. It found the light wave signature of an extremely bright galaxy 
in 2016. Astronomers measure how far back they look in light-years with one light-year being 5.8 trillion 
miles (9.3 trillion kilometers).

“Webb can see backwards in time to just after the Big Bang by looking for galaxies that are so far away 
that the light has taken many billions of years to get from those galaxies to our telescopes,” said Jonathan 
Gardner, Webb’s deputy project scientist said during a June media briefing.

The deepest view of the cosmos “is not a record that will stand for very long,” project scientist Klaus 
Pontoppidan said during the briefing, since scientists are expected to use the Webb telescope to go even 
deeper.

At 21 feet (6.4 meters), Webb’s gold-plated, flower-shaped mirror is the biggest and most sensitive ever 
sent into space. It’s comprised of 18 segments, one of which was smacked by a bigger than anticipated 
micrometeoroid in May. Four previous micrometeoroid strikes to the mirror were smaller. Despite the im-
pacts, the telescope has continued to exceed mission requirements, with barely any data loss, according 
to NASA.

NASA is collaborating on Webb with the European and Canadian space agencies.
“I’m now really excited as this dramatic progress augurs well for reaching the ultimate prize for many 

astronomers like myself: pinpointing “Cosmic Dawn” — the moment when the universe was first bathed 
in starlight,” Richard Ellis, professor of astrophysics at University College London, said by email.

Unification Church distances itself from Abe’s assassination
By YURI KAGEYAMA Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — The Unification Church confirmed the mother of the man accused of assassinating former 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is a member and said it was cooperating with the police investigation 
into possible motives.

Police say the suspect, Tetsuya Yamagami, told investigators he wanted to kill Abe because of his ap-
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parent connection to an organization. Some Japanese media gave his mother’s donations to the church 
and her subsequent bankruptcy as a motive for the assassination.

Tomihiro Tanaka, head of the Unification Church’s Japan branch, declined to comment on the specifics 
of the donations Monday. Speaking in generalities, he confirmed some people have made generous dona-
tions, but stressed none was forced.

Also known as the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, the church was founded in South 
Korea by the late Sun Myung Moon. It is known to have hundreds of thousands of followers in Japan.

“Trying to understand how such hatred may have possibly led to the killing is totally perplexing,” Tanaka 
said.

Abe was not a church member, but may have spoken at affiliated groups’ events, Tanaka said.
Abe was fatally shot Friday in Nara in western Japan while campaigning for Sunday’s parliamentary 

elections. Video and photos taken by people in the crowd show the suspect pulling out a homemade gun. 
Two smoke-filled blasts were fired. Abe collapsed and later died at a hospital.

Funeral services were being held Tuesday at a Tokyo Buddhist temple.
“This is something that should never have happened, and I feel a deep outrage,” Tanaka said, bowing 

deeply. “My heart aches that Japan has lost a loved and respected leader.”
Such bows are part of Japanese protocol to express condolences and do not necessarily signify admis-

sion of guilt.
Tanaka brushed off media reports as speculation, stressing the motive was still unclear.
Tanaka said Yamagami’s mother joined the church in the late 1990s and has been participating in church 

events about once a month lately. There were years in between during which she did not come at all, he 
said.

Although the church has had scandals related to donations, compliance measures were set up in 2009, 
and there have not been any major troubles since then, Tanaka said.

“The amount of donations is up to each individual,” he said. “We are grateful to those who give large 
donations, but nothing is required.”

The news conference started with Tanaka bowing in a solemn moment of prayer. “As a religious leader, 
I take this extremely seriously,” Tanaka said of Abe’s assassination.

Japanese media reports say Yamagami’s mother declared bankruptcy in 2002. Tanaka said records dat-
ing back 20 years couldn’t be confirmed.

Yamagami is in prosecutors’ custody and not available for comment.
The Unification Church has been embroiled in controversies over the years. Since its founding in 1954, 

Moon built a business empire with hundreds of ventures in more than a half dozen countries, from hos-
pitals and universities to newspapers and a ballet troupe.

The controversial practices include mass arranged weddings, often pairing followers from different 
countries, aimed at building a multicultural religious world.

In Japan, famous actresses have joined the church, while politicians courted friendly ties because of the 
church’s influence. The Japan branch was founded in 1959. Church spokesperson Ahn Ho-yeul said the 
church has 300,000 believers in Japan, and from 150,000 to 200,000 members in South Korea.

The church’s beliefs are based on the idea that love in marriage and family is what God wants for world 
peace and harmony.

The majority of Japanese people adhere to a mix of Shinto and Buddhism.

String of California 7-Eleven shootings leave 2 dead, 3 hurt
By STEFANIE DAZIO Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two people were killed and three wounded in robberies before dawn Monday at 

six 7-Eleven stores in Southern California and authorities said they were seeking the same lone gunman 
in at least three of the crimes.

The string of violence occurred occurred within a timespan of about five hours on July 11, or 7/11, the 
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day when the national 7-Eleven brand celebrates its anniversary. This is its 95th year and on Monday 
stores gave out free Slurpee drinks.

It wasn’t immediately clear to investigators what prompted the violence in the cities of Ontario, Upland, 
Riverside, Santa Ana, Brea and La Habra.

“I think the only person to answer that would be the suspect,” said Officer Ryan Railsback, a spokes-
person for the Riverside Police Department.

But he said the date was no accident.
“There’s no way it can be a coincidence of it being 7-Eleven, July 11,” Railsback said.
7-Eleven Inc. issued a statement saying it was gathering information and working with police. “Our hearts 

are with the victims and their loved ones,” the statement said.
The first robbery happened at about midnight in Ontario, about 35 miles (56 kilometers) east of Los 

Angeles.
The masked man brandished a handgun at the store’s employee and demanded money, according to 

Ontario Cpl. Emily Hernandez. He did not fire any shots and the clerk was not injured. It was not imme-
diately clear to investigators what, if anything, was stolen.

The second robbery happened about 45 minutes later in Upland, less than 5 miles (8 kilometers) away 
from the Ontario store.

The suspect approached the store clerk with a few items, “some drinks and things,” and brandished a 
semi-automatic handgun, Upland Sgt. Jake Kirk said. The man stole the items and about $400 to $500 in 
cash and fled. No shots were fired.

Surveillance photos, released by Upland and Brea police, show a masked man wearing a black sweatshirt 
with a hood over his head. The sweatshirt had white lettering with green leaves on the front.

While police in La Habra, Brea and Santa Ana have said they believe they are seeking the same suspect, 
officials in Ontario, Upland and Riverside have not yet made that determination though they said they 
were aware of the other crimes at 7-Eleven stores.

“It could potentially be the same person but we’re not confirming that at this time,” Kirk said.
About an hour after the Upland robbery and 25 miles (40 kilometers) away in Riverside, a gunman 

brandished a gun and robbed the 7-Eleven clerk, then turned the weapon on a customer, opened fire and 
fled, Railsback said. Police believe the clerk handed over cash from the register. The shooting victim was 
in grave condition.

“It doesn’t appear to be any reason that the suspect shot the customer,” Railsback said. “It sounds like 
the clerk gave him whatever he asked for.”

Railsback said criminals typically know that robberies at convenience stores rarely yield large amounts 
of money, especially during the overnight hours.

“If you go hit a liquor store or a 7-Eleven or a fast food place, you’re not going to get a lot of cash out 
of it,” he said. “It’s kind of odd that they would do this.”

Another shooting occurred around 3:20 a.m., about 24 miles (39 kilometers) away, in Santa Ana, authori-
ties said.

Officers responding there reported gunfire and found a man dead in the 7-Eleven parking lot with a 
gunshot wound to his upper torso, according to Santa Ana Sgt. Maria Lopez.

“At this moment, we don’t believe he was an employee,” Lopez said of the victim. “We don’t really know 
yet what he was doing there in a parking lot, if he was a potential customer or just walking by.”

Surveillance video shows the suspect dropping items — believed to be the victim’s belongings — as he 
fled, Lopez said.

About 40 minutes later, a 7-Eleven employee in Brea was shot and killed, Brea Police Capt. Phil Rodri-
guez said.

Less than an hour later, officers in neighboring La Habra were sent to a reported robbery at a 7-Eleven. 
They discovered two gunshot victims around 4:55 a.m., according to Sgt. Sumner Bohee.

Authorities have not disclosed the victims’ conditions.
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Mo Farah says he was taken to UK using another child’s name

LONDON (AP) — Four-time Olympic champion Mo Farah has disclosed he was brought into Britain illegally 
from Djibouti under the name of another child.

“The truth is I’m not who you think I am,” the 39-year-old Farah told the BBC in a documentary called 
“The Real Mo Farah.”

Farah, who became the first British track and field athlete to win four Olympic golds, said his children 
have motivated him to be truthful about his past.

“The real story is I was born in Somaliland, north of Somalia, as Hussein Abdi Kahin,” he told the BBC. 
“Despite what I’ve said in the past, my parents never lived in the U.K.

“When I was four my dad was killed in the civil war, you know as a family we were torn apart. I was 
separated from my mother, and I was brought into the U.K. illegally under the name of another child 
called Mohamed Farah.”

During the documentary, Farah said he thought he was going to Europe to live with relatives and recalled 
going through a British passport check under the guise of Mohamed at the age of nine after traveling with 
a woman he didn’t previously know.

“I had all the contact details for my relative and once we got to her house, the lady took it off me and 
right in front of me ripped them up and put it in the bin and at that moment I knew I was in trouble,” he 
said.

The athlete travelled back to his childhood home in west London, recalling “not great memories” where 
he was not treated as part of the family.

Farah eventually told teacher Alan Watkinson the truth and moved to live with his friend’s mum who 
took care of him and he ended up staying for seven years.

It was Watkinson who applied for Farah’s British citizenship which he described as a “long process.” 
Farah was recognized as a British citizen in 2000.

Abe’s party vows to finish his work after win in Japan vote
By MARI YAMAGUCHI Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — Days after former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s assassination, his party vowed 

to use its victory in a parliamentary election to achieve his unfinished goals, including strengthening the 
military and revising the country’s pacifist, postwar constitution.

While the comfortable majority secured Sunday by the governing Liberal Democratic Party and its junior 
coalition partner Komeito could allow Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to rule uninterrupted until a scheduled 
election in 2025, the loss of Abe also opened up a period of uncertainly for his party. The promised con-
stitutional amendment, for one, faced an uphill battle.

In a country where gun crime is vanishingly rare, Abe’s shooting shook the nation, and Japanese flocked 
to a Buddhist temple Monday to mourn their former leader, while police looked into a possible motive.

Kishida, meanwhile, welcomed his party’s victory but also acknowledged that it was entering a new era 
without the towering politician, who even after resigning as prime minister in 2020 remained a force in 
the party and national politics.

“Because we’ve lost a great leader, undeniably we could be affected in many ways,” Kishida said. “Our 
party must unite as we face difficult issues.”

Experts said Abe, a kingmaker and head of the largest wing in the party, had no clear successor and 
his absence could trigger a power struggle among members of that faction.

“The absence of Mr. Abe and his grip on power in the party could give Mr. Kishida more of a free hand 
to take his own initiative,” said Koichi Nakano, a professor of international politics at Tokyo-based Sophia 
University. Kishida has enjoyed relatively high approval ratings for his perceived effort to listen to the 
people. That suggested support could be growing for his more moderate stance — and lessening for Abe’s 
more conservative approach, Nakano said.

But he added any significant change in direction would be hard for Kishida and would take time. Much 
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of Japan’s current diplomatic and security policies, such as the stronger Japan-U.S. alliance and pushing 
for a free and open Asia-Pacific region as a counter to China’s rise, were set by Abe and remained un-
changed, he said.

Kishida said the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and rising prices would 
be his priorities. But he also vowed to push for reinforcing Japan’s national security and amending the 
constitution, which only allows the country’s military to act in self-defense.

Abe, along with some of the country’s ultraconservatives, considered the document written by the U.S. 
in the wake of World War II a humiliation and have long sought to give a greater international role to the 
country’s military, called the Self Defense Force. But many in the public are more supportive of the docu-
ment and see addressing the pandemic and the soaring cost of food, fuel and childcare as more pressing.

“We will inherit his will and tackle the issues he had to leave unachieved,” Kishida said.
To propose a constitutional amendment, both houses of parliament need to support it by a two-thirds 

majority. Sunday’s vote gave the LDP-led coalition and two opposition parties open to a charter revision 
that margin in the upper chamber of parliament.

Experts suggested Abe’s assassination may have garnered his party some sympathy votes, and the 
governing coalition alone now has 146 of the house’s 248 seats. All four parties together control 179. That 
group of four parties also has the necessary seats in the more powerful lower house.

Still, it’s far from clear sailing: Komeito, the centrist party that forms part of the governing coalition, says 
changing the article in the constitution that puts constraints on the military is unnecessary. In addition, 
any amendment would need to secure a majority of support in a national referendum to pass.

Abe, who stepped down as prime minister two years ago, citing health reasons, said at the time he 
regretted leaving many of his goals unfinished, including revising the constitution.

On Monday evening, a wake was held for Abe at a Buddhist temple in downtown Tokyo where Kishida 
and top former and current political leaders, as well as ordinary mourners, paid tribute. Some broke down 
in tears.

A funeral is planned at the temple Tuesday by his family. The government is expected to hold a separate 
memorial service at a later date.

Earlier in the day, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Kishida to offer condolences and 
deliver a letter from President Joe Biden to Abe’s family.

“We simply want them to know that we deeply feel the loss on the personal level as well,” Blinken told 
Kishida. “Mostly I’m here because the United States and Japan are more than allies — we are friends.”

Also Monday, Taiwanese Vice President Lai Ching-Te paid his respects at Abe’s Tokyo residence. Lai in 
his Facebook called Abe “a good friend who loves and supports Taiwan.” Abe was known as a staunch 
Taiwan supporter.

Japan’s longest-serving political leader, Abe was the grandson of another prime minister and became 
the country’s youngest leader in 2006, at age 52. That stint in office abruptly ended a year later, also 
because of his health.

He returned to the premiership in 2012, vowing to revitalize the nation and get its economy out of its 
deflationary doldrums with his “Abenomics” formula, which combines fiscal stimulus, monetary easing and 
structural reforms. He won six national elections and built a rock-solid grip on power.

On Sunday, the suspect accused of his murder was transferred to a local prosecutors’ office for further 
investigation. They can detain him for up to three weeks while deciding whether to formally press charges.

Police said the suspect, Tetsuya Yamagami, told investigators he acted because of Abe’s rumored con-
nection to an organization that he resented. Some Japanese media identified the group as South Korea’s 
Unification Church, and reported that the suspect’s mother donated large amounts of money to the church. 
They suggested that the donations and her subsequent bankruptcy were a possible motive.

The Japan branch of the church acknowledged Monday that the suspect’s mother was a member, but 
denied that it demanded large donations from anyone.

Tomihiro Tanaka, head of the church, declined comment on the specifics of donations, saying a police 
investigation was ongoing. Speaking in generalities, he confirmed some people had made generous dona-
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tions, but stressed none were forced.

Tanaka said Abe was not a member though he supported its global peace movement.

Biden admin: Docs must offer abortion if mom’s life at risk
By ZEKE MILLER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden administration on Monday told hospitals that they “must” provide 

abortion services if the life of the mother is at risk, saying federal law on emergency treatment guidelines 
preempts state laws in jurisdictions that now ban the procedure without any exceptions following the 
Supreme Court’s decision to end a constitutional right to abortion.

The Department of Health and Human Services cited requirements on medical facilities in the Emergency 
Medical Treatment and Labor Act, or EMTALA. The law requires medical facilities to determine whether a 
person seeking treatment may be in labor or whether they face an emergency health situation — or one 
that could develop into an emergency — and to provide treatment.

“If a physician believes that a pregnant patient presenting at an emergency department is experienc-
ing an emergency medical condition as defined by EMTALA, and that abortion is the stabilizing treatment 
necessary to resolve that condition, the physician must provide that treatment,” the agency’s guidance 
states. “When a state law prohibits abortion and does not include an exception for the life of the pregnant 
person — or draws the exception more narrowly than EMTALA’s emergency medical condition definition 
— that state law is preempted.”

The department said emergency conditions include “ectopic pregnancy, complications of pregnancy loss, 
or emergent hypertensive disorders, such as preeclampsia with severe features.”

Currently, even the states with the most stringent bans on abortion do allow exceptions when the health 
of a mother is at risk, though the threat of prosecution has created confusion for some doctors.

In a letter to health care providers, HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra wrote, “It is critical that providers 
know that a physician or other qualified medical personnel’s professional and legal duty to provide stabiliz-
ing medical treatment to a patient who presents to the emergency department and is found to have an 
emergency medical condition preempts any directly conflicting state law or mandate that might otherwise 
prohibit such treatment.”

The department says its guidance doesn’t reflect new policy, but merely reminds doctors and providers 
of their existing obligations under federal law.

“Under federal law, providers in emergency situations are required to provide stabilizing care to someone 
with an emergency medical condition, including abortion care if necessary, regardless of the state where 
they live,” said Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Chiquita Brooks-LaSure. “CMS will 
do everything within our authority to ensure that patients get the care they need.”

Mississippi’s trigger law, which went into effect Thursday, says abortion will be legal only if the woman’s 
life is in danger or if a pregnancy is caused by a rape reported to law enforcement. It does not have an 
exception for pregnancies caused by incest.

When asked about the Biden administration’s new guidance, Michelle Williams, chief of staff to Mississippi 
Attorney General Lynn Fitch, pointed to the existing exception in Mississippi’s abortion law.

“Mississippi’s law already makes an exception for preservation of the mother’s life,” Williams told The 
Associated Press on Monday. “The Biden Administration’s statement of existing law today is about nothing 
more than maintaining the false narrative that women’s lives are in danger in order to appease his base.”

White House: Iran set to deliver armed drones to Russia
By ZEKE MILLER and JOSH BOAK Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House on Monday said it believes Russia is turning to Iran to provide 

it with “hundreds” of unmanned aerial vehicles, including weapons-capable drones, for use in its ongoing 
war in Ukraine.

U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said it was unclear whether Iran had already provided any 
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of the unmanned systems to Russia, but said the U.S. has “information” that indicates Iran is preparing 
to train Russian forces to use them as soon as this month.

“Our information indicates that the Iranian government is preparing to provide Russia with up to several 
hundred UAVs, including weapons-capable UAVs on an expedited timeline,” he told reporters Monday.

Sullivan said it was proof the Russia’s overwhelming bombardments in Ukraine, which have led it to 
consolidate gains in the country’s east in recent weeks, was “coming at a cost to the sustainment of its 
own weapons.”

Sullivan’s revelation comes on the eve of President Joe Biden’s trip to Israel and Saudi Arabia, where 
Iran’s nuclear program and malign activities in the region will be a key subject of discussion.

The U.S. decision to publicly reveal that the two countries’ chief regional rival was helping to rearm 
Russia comes as both Israel and Saudi Arabia have resisted joining global efforts to punish Russia for its 
invasion of Ukraine due to their domestic interests.

Sullivan also noted that Iran has provided similar unmanned aerial vehicles to Yemen’s Houthi rebels to 
attack Saudi Arabia before a ceasefire was reached earlier this year.

Military analyst Samuel Bendett of the CNA think tank said Russia’s choice of Iran as a source for drones 
is logical because “for the last 20 years or more Iran has been refining its drone combat force. Their 
drones have been in more combat than the Russians’.” They are pioneers of so-called loitering munitions, 
the “kamikaze” drones like the Switchblade that the U.S. has provided Ukraine.

Iran has “a proven track record of flying drones for hundreds of miles and hitting their targets,” Bendett 
added, including penetrating American-supplied air defenses and striking Saudi oil refineries. He said the 
Iranian drones could be very effective at striking Ukrainian power stations, refineries and other critical 
infrastructure.

Bendett noted that before the Ukraine war, Russia had licensed drone technology for its Forpost UAV 
from a proven supplier: Israel. The Jewish state has remained neutral in the Russia-Ukraine conflict, so 
that source is no longer available to Moscow.

Looming Musk-Twitter legal battle hammers company shares
Associated Press undefined
NEW YORK (AP) — Shares of Twitter slid more than 11% in the first day of trading after billionaire Elon 

Musk said that he was abandoning his $44 billion bid for the company and the social media platform vowed 
to challenge Musk in court to uphold the agreement.

Twitter is now preparing to sue Musk in Delaware where the company is incorporated. While the outcome 
is uncertain, both sides are preparing for a long court battle.

Musk alleged Friday that Twitter has failed to provide enough information about the number of fake 
accounts on its service. Twitter responded in a weekend letter disclosed Monday that his “purported 
termination is invalid and wrongful” and that the company has continued to provide the information he 
“reasonably requested.”

Twitter said last month that it was making available to Musk a “ fire hose “ of raw data on hundreds of 
millions of daily tweets.

The company has said for years in regulatory filings that it believes about 5% of the accounts on the 
platform are fake. But on Monday Musk continued to taunt the company, using Twitter, over what he has 
described as a lack of data. In addition, Musk is also alleging that Twitter broke the acquisition agreement 
when it fired two top managers and laid off a third of its talent-acquisition team.

Musk agreed to a $1 billion breakup fee as part of the buyout agreement, although it appears Twitter 
CEO Parag Agrawal and the company are settling in for a legal fight to force the sale.

“For Twitter this fiasco is a nightmare scenario,” Wedbush analyst Dan Ives, who follows the company, 
wrote Monday. He said the result would be “an Everest-like uphill climb for Parag & Co.” given concerns 
over employee morale and retention, advertiser concerns and other challenges.

The sell-off in Twitter shares pushed the share price below $34, far from the $54.20 that Musk agreed 
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to pay for the company. That suggests Wall Street has very serious doubts that the deal will go forward.

Many experts in the legal and business sectors believe Twitter likely has a stronger case.
Morningstar analyst Ali Mogharabi noted that Twitter has described its estimate of fake and spam ac-

counts for years in regulatory filings while explicitly noting that the number might not be accurate given 
the use of data samples and interpretation.

Given current market conditions, Mogharabi said, Twitter may also have a solid argument that the layoffs 
and firings of the past weeks represent “an ordinary course of business.”

“Many technology firms have begun to control costs by reducing headcount and/or delaying adding 
employees,” he said. “The resignations of Twitter employees cannot with certainty be attributed to any 
change in how Twitter has operated since Musk’s offer was accepted by the board and shareholders.”

Tech industry analysts say Musk’s interlude leaves behind a more vulnerable company with demoralized 
employees.

“With Musk officially walking away from the deal, we think business prospects and stock valuation are in 
a precarious situation,” wrote CFRA Analyst Angelo Zino. “(Twitter) will now need to go at it as a standalone 
company and contend with an uncertain advertising market, a damaged employee base, and concerns 
about the status of fake accounts/strategic direction.”

The uncertainty surrounding who will run Twitter, Mogharabi said, could lead wary advertisers to curtail 
their spending on the platform.

But the drama surrounding the deal, he added, will also likely attract new users to the platform and 
increase engagement, particularly given the upcoming midterm elections. That, he said, could convince 
advertisers to cut a bit less. In the long run, he said, “we think Twitter will remain one of the top five social 
media platforms for advertisers.” ___

This summary of this story has been corrected to reflect Elon Musk’s agreement to pay $54.20 a share 
for Twitter, not $53.40.

Putin expands fast-track Russian citizenship to all Ukraine
By MSTYSLAV CHERNOV Associated Press
KHARKIV, Ukraine (AP) — As Russian missiles struck a key Ukrainian city, Russian President Vladimir Putin 

expanded a fast-track procedure for obtaining Russian citizenship to all Ukrainians on Monday, another 
effort to strengthen Moscow’s influence over war-torn Ukraine.

Until recently, only residents of Ukraine’s separatist eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as well as 
residents of the southern Zaporizhzhia and the Kherson regions, large parts of which are now under Rus-
sian control, were eligible to apply for the simplified passport procedure.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Klueba said Putin’s signing of a passport decree, which also applies 
to stateless residents in Ukraine, was an example of his “predatory appetites.”

“Russia is using the simplified procedure for issuing passports to tighten the noose around the necks 
of residents of the temporarily occupied territories of our state, forcing them to participate in the criminal 
activities of the occupying administrations and the Russian army of aggression,” Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry 
added in a statement.

Between 2019, when the procedure was introduced for the residents of Donetsk and Luhansk, and this 
year, more than 720,000 people living in the rebel-held areas in the two regions — about 18% of the 
population — have received Russian passports.

In late May, three months after Russia invaded Ukraine, the fast-track procedure was also offered to 
residents of the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions.

The Russian passport move appears to be part of Putin’s political influence strategy, which has also 
involved introduction of the Russian ruble in occupied territory in Ukraine and could eventually result in 
the annexation of more Ukrainian territory into the Russian Federation. Russia already annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

The Russian president set the stage for such moves even before Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine, 
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writing an essay last summer claiming that Russians and Ukrainians are one people and attempting to 
diminish the legitimacy of Ukraine as an independent nation. Reports have surfaced of Russian authorities 
confiscating Ukrainian passports from some citizens.

The passport announcement came hours after Russian shelling of Ukraine’s second-largest city Monday 
killed at least six people and injured 31, prosecutors and local officials said. Russian troops launched three 
missile strikes on Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, in an attack one official described as “absolute 
terrorism.”

Russia’s Defense Ministry said the attacks struck at the points of deployment for Ukraine’s “nationalist 
battalions.” Kharkiv regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said on Telegram that the shelling came from multiple 
rocket launchers, and those wounded and hospitalized included children aged 4 and 16.

“Only civilian structures — a shopping center and houses of peaceful Kharkiv residents — came under the 
fire of the Russians. Several shells hit the yards of private houses. Garages and cars were also destroyed. 
Several fires broke out,” Syniehubov wrote.

Earlier, he said one missile destroyed a school, another hit a residential building, while the third landed 
near warehouse facilities.

“All (three were launched) exclusively on civilian objects. This is absolute terrorism!” Syniehubov said.
Kharkiv resident Alexander Peresolin said the attacks came without warning, with a blast so fierce he 

lost consciousness. Neighbors carried him to the basement, where he regained consciousness.
“I was sitting and talking to my wife,” he said. “I didn’t understand what happened.”
The strikes came two days after a Russian rocket attack struck apartment buildings in eastern Ukraine. 

The death toll in that attack on the town of Chasiv Yar rose to 31 on Monday. Nine people have been 
rescued from the rubble but more are still believed trapped, emergency officials said.

The attack late Saturday destroyed three buildings in a residential quarter used mostly by people who 
work in factories. Russia’s Defense Ministry insisted Monday that the Chasiv Yar target “was a Ukrainian 
territorial defense brigade, and that “more than 300 nationalists” were killed. The town is also the home-
town of Ukraine’s president.

Russian attacks continued in eastern Ukraine, with Luhansk regional Gov. Serhiy Haidai saying Monday 
that Russian forces carried out five missile strikes and four rounds of shelling, hitting settlements on the 
border with the Donetsk region.

The Luhansk and Donetsk regions make up Ukraine’s eastern industrial heartland known as the Donbas, 
where separatist rebels have fought Ukrainian forces since 2014. Earlier this month, Russia captured the 
last major stronghold of Ukrainian resistance in Luhansk, the city of Lysychansk.

Ukrainian forces continued attacks on what they said are Russian ammunition depots, in a prelude to a 
possible counteroffensive to retake Russian-occupied territory.

Ukrainian officials said on social media late Monday that an ammunition depot in Novy Kakhovka, in the 
mostly Russia-occupied Kherson region, was destroyed.

Russia’s Tass news agency offered a different account, saying that the target was a mineral fertilizer stor-
age facility that exploded and that a market, hospital and houses were damaged. Some of the ingredients 
in fertilizer can be used as ammunition.

Tass said there casualties, without providing an estimate, and claimed the weapon used in the strike was 
fired from a U.S-supplied multiple-launch High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS. Ukrainian 
officials didn’t comment on the type of weapon used.

Also Monday:
— The main Russian natural gas pipeline to Germany began a 10-day closure for maintenance, height-

ening European fears that Moscow may not turn the flow back on after its completion. The Nord Stream 
1 pipeline runs under the Baltic Sea from Russia to Germany and is the latter’s main source of Russian 
gas. Gas is usually sent onward to other countries as well. It is scheduled to be out of action until July 
21. German officials are suspicious about Russia’s intentions, particularly after Russia’s giant energy firm 
Gazprom last month reduced the gas flow through Nord Stream 1 by 60%. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
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Zelenskyy said in a video address Monday, “There can be no doubt that Russia will try not just to limit as 
much as possible, but to completely shut down the supply of gas to Europe at the most acute moment. 
This is what we need to prepare for now, this is what is being provoked now.”

— Western nations pledged more support and military supplies to Ukraine. In Kyiv, Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte told Zelenskyy that his country would supply self-propelled howitzers and artillery shellsn. Rutte 
also pledged financial support for Ukrainian teachers, doctors and retirees. Zelenskyy said he spoke with 
Rutte about the Netherlands’ potential role in the reconstruction of Ukraine.

— The White House on Monday said it believes Russia is turning to Iran to provide hundreds of unmanned 
aerial vehicles, including weapons-capable drones, for use in its invasion of Ukraine. U.S. National Security 
Adviser Jake Sullivan said it was unclear whether Iran had already provided the systems, but said the U.S. 
had “information” indicating Iran was preparing to train Russian forces to use them as soon as this month.

Judge won’t delay trial for Trump ex-adviser Steve Bannon
By NOMAAN MERCHANT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A federal judge on Monday declined to delay the upcoming trial of Steve Bannon, 

a one-time adviser to former President Donald Trump who faces contempt of Congress charges after 
refusing for months to cooperate with the House committee investigating the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection.

Bannon is still scheduled to go on trial next week despite telling the House committee late Saturday that 
he is now prepared to testify. It’s unclear whether Bannon will again decline to appear before the com-
mittee with the trial pending.

Bannon was also barred from asserting several potential defenses or calling House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
or members of the House committee to the stand. The series of rulings by U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols 
left one of his attorneys complaining that the former White House senior official, now host of the “Ban-
non’s War Room” podcast, wouldn’t be able to defend himself at all.

Barring an appeals court ruling or another delay, the trial will begin as the committee continues its high-
profile hearings into the riot. Testimony by former White House aides has revealed new allegations that 
Trump knew the crowd was heavily armed and that he tried to join the people marching to the Capitol.

Nichols also barred Bannon’s attorneys from arguing that the committee violated House rules in demand-
ing Bannon’s appearance or that Bannon defied the subpoena on the advice of his defense counsel or at 
Trump’s order.

And Nichols declined to delay the trial from its current start on July 18, saying any concerns about pretrial 
publicity due to the hearings could be addressed during jury selection. If it proves impossible to pick an 
unbiased jury, the judge said he would reconsider granting a delay.

Bannon could potentially argue he thought the deadline to respond to the subpoena may not have been 
“operative” or that the date to respond could have been moved, said Nichols, who was nominated to the 
bench by Trump.

The rulings led one of Bannon’s attorneys, David Schoen, to speak out in frustration as he sought clari-
fication from the judge.

“What’s the point of going to trial here if there are no defenses?” Schoen asked.
“Agreed,” Nichols responded.
Bannon did not appear in court Monday. Speaking to reporters outside the courthouse, Schoen said he 

questioned whether Bannon could effectively defend himself given Nichols’ rulings and hinted he would 
appeal.

“He’s the judge,” Schoen said of Nichols. “That’s why they have a court of appeals.”
The 68-year-old Bannon had been one of the highest-profile Trump-allied holdouts in refusing to testify 

before the committee, leading to two criminal counts of contempt of Congress last year for resisting the 
committee’s subpoena. He previously argued that his testimony is protected by Trump’s claim of execu-
tive privilege.

Trump has repeatedly asserted executive privilege — even as a former president — to try to block wit-
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ness testimony and the release of White House documents. The Supreme Court in January ruled against 
Trump’s efforts to stop the National Archives from cooperating with the committee after a lower court 
judge noted in part, “Presidents are not kings.”

The committee has also noted Trump fired Bannon from the White House in 2017 and Bannon was thus 
a private citizen when he was consulting with the then-president in the run-up to the riot.

Bannon was indicted in November on two counts of criminal contempt of Congress, one month after 
the Justice Department received a congressional referral. Each count carries a minimum of 30 days of jail 
and as long as a year behind bars.

Speaking to reporters after his arrest, Bannon said he was “taking on the Biden regime” and added, 
“This is going to be a misdemeanor from hell for Merrick Garland, Nancy Pelosi and Joe Biden.”

But Bannon contacted the committee over the weekend after Trump issued a letter saying he would 
waive any claim of executive privilege to testify before what the former president called an “unselect 
committee of political thugs and hacks.”

Federal prosecutors argued Monday that Bannon’s new offer to appear wouldn’t change any criminal 
offense committed by not appearing earlier. Randall Eliason, a former prosecutor who now teaches law 
at George Washington University, agreed with that view.

“This is a criminal contempt,” Eliason said. “You can’t erase the charge by deciding to show up later.”

Monty Norman, composer of the James Bond theme, dies at 94
LONDON (AP) — Monty Norman, a British composer who wrote the theme tune for the James Bond 

films, has died. He was 94.
A statement posted Monday on Norman’s official website said: “It is with sadness we share the news 

that Monty Norman died on 11th July 2022 after a short illness.”
Born Monty Noserovitch to Jewish parents in the East End of London in 1928, Norman got his first guitar 

when he was 16. He performed with big bands and in a variety double act with comedian Benny Hill before 
writing songs for early British rockers Cliff Richard and Tommy Steele and composing for stage musicals 
including “Make Me an Offer,” “Expresso Bongo,” “Songbook” and “Poppy.”

Norman was hired by producer Albert “Cubby” Broccoli to compose a theme for the first James Bond 
film, “Dr. No,” released in 1962.

He drew on a piece he had written for a proposed musical adaptation of V.S. Naipaul’s “A House for Mr. 
Biswas,” shifting the key riff from sitar to electric guitar. The result — twangy, propulsive, menacing — has 
been used in all 25 Bond thrillers.

Producers hired composer John Barry to rearrange the theme, and Barry was widely assumed to have 
written it — to Norman’s chagrin. Barry, who died in 2011, went on to compose scores for almost a dozen 
Bond films, including “Goldfinger” and “You Only Live Twice.”

Norman went to court to assert his authorship, suing the Sunday Times newspaper for libel over a 1997 
article asserting the theme was composed by Barry. He won in 2001 and was awarded 30,000 pounds in 
damages.

Biden celebration of new gun law clouded by latest shooting
By ZEKE MILLER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden welcomed a crowd to the White House lawn Monday to 

showcase a new law meant to reduce gun violence, celebrating “real progress” after years of inaction. 
But he also lamented the country remains “awash in weapons of war” — with the 16-day-old law already 
overshadowed by yet another horrific mass shooting.

The bill, passed after recent gun rampages in Buffalo, New York, and Uvalde, Texas, incrementally 
toughens requirements for young people buying guns, denies firearms to more domestic abusers and 
helps local authorities temporarily take weapons from people judged to be dangerous.
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But the “celebration” Monday morning came a week after a gunman in Highland Park, Illinois, killed seven 

people at an Independence Day parade, a stark reminder of the limitations of the new law in addressing 
the American phenomenon of mass gun violence. And it comes as Democratic governors have taken up 
the mantle of offering outrage in the face of gun violence.

Biden hosted hundreds of guests on the South Lawn, including a bipartisan group of lawmakers who 
crafted and supported the legislation, state and local officials — including Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker and 
Highland Park Mayor Nancy Rotering — and the families of victims of both mass shootings and everyday 
gun violence.

“Because of your work, your advocacy, your courage, lives will be saved today and tomorrow because 
of this,” Biden said.

“We will not save every life from the epidemic of gun violence,” he added, “But if this law had been in 
place years ago, even this last year, lives would have been saved.”

Still, Biden said, “we’re living in a country awash in weapons of war.” He repeated his call on Congress 
to pass a federal ban on assault weapons and high capacity ammunition magazines — or at minimum to 
require more stringent background checks and training before purchases.

He also said Congress should pass legislation to hold gun owners legally accountable if their weapons 
are improperly stored and are used to commit violence. He noted that he owns four shotguns and said 
he keeps them secured at his home.

“We can’t just stand by,” Biden said. “ With rights come responsibilities. If you own a weapon, you have 
a responsibility to secure it and keep it under lock and key.”

Biden on Saturday invited Americans to share with him via text — a new White House communica-
tions strategy — their stories of how they’ve been affected by gun violence, tweeting that “I’m hosting a 
celebration of the passage of the Safer Communities Act.” He told some of their stories on Monday — of 
people traumatized by shootings and kids left orphaned.

The new law is the the most impactful firearms-violence measure Congress has approved since enacting 
a now-expired assault weapons ban in 1993. Yet gun control advocates — and even White House officials 
— say it’s premature to declare victory.

“There’s simply not much to celebrate here,” said Igor Volsky, director of the private group Guns Down 
America.

“It’s historic, but it’s also the very bare minimum of what Congress should do,” Volsky said. “And as we 
were reminded by the shooting on July 4, and there’s so many other gun deaths that have occurred since 
then, the crisis of of gun violence is just far more urgent.”

Volsky’s group, along with other advocacy groups, was holding a news conference on Monday outside 
the White House calling on Biden to create an office at the White House to address gun violence with a 
greater sense of urgency.

Biden has left gun control policy to his Domestic Policy Council, rather than establishing a dedicated of-
fice like the one he opened to address climate change or the gender policy council he started to promote 
reproductive health access.

“We have a president who really hasn’t met the moment, who has chosen to act as a bystander on this 
issue,” Volsky said. “For some reason the administration absolutely refuses to have a senior official who 
can drive this issue across government.”

During his remarks Monday, Biden was heckled by Manuel Oliver, whose son Joaquin was killed at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. Biden briefly paused his speech and asked Oliver, who 
was shouting, to sit down, before adding “Let him talk, let him talk,” as he was escorted out of the event.

The president signed the bipartisan gun bill into law on June 25, calling it “a historic achievement” at 
the time.

On Monday, Biden said the law’s passage should be a call for further action.
“Will we match thoughts and prayers with action?” Biden asked. “I say yes. And that’s what we’re doing 

here today.”
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On Friday, Biden responded to the assassination of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe by taking 

note of how the shooting had shocked people in Japan. The country has a strikingly low incidence of gun 
violence compared to the U.S., which has experienced thousands of gun deaths already this year.

Most of the new law’s $13 billion in spending would be used for bolstering mental health programs and 
for schools, which have been targeted by shooters in Newtown, Connecticut, and Parkland. The law was 
the product of weeks of closed-door negotiations by a bipartisan group of senators who emerged with a 
compromise.

It does not include far tougher restrictions that Democrats and Biden have long championed, such as a 
ban on assault-type weapons and background checks for all gun transactions. Prospects are slim for any 
further congressional action this year.

Abortion rights poised to go before Michigan voters in fall
By JOEY CAPPELLETTI Associated Press/Report for America
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Abortion rights are poised to come before Michigan voters in November after an 

abortion rights campaign turned in a record-breaking number of signatures Monday for a ballot initiative 
to the secretary of state’s office.

The effort will further increase attention on Michigan’s elections, where the battleground state’s Demo-
cratic governor and attorney general have made abortion rights a centerpiece of their reelection campaigns.

The push to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution comes weeks after the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade and gave states the power to decide whether to ban the procedure. The ruling 
is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states.

Michigan is among several states with a pre-Roe abortion law that was set to take effect if Roe was 
overturned. However, a judge issued an injunction that temporarily blocked it. The 1931 law would make 
abortion a felony in all cases, except when “necessary to preserve the life of such woman.”

“The number of signatures showed that here in Michigan we trust women. We trust people. We trust 
doctors, not politicians, to make decisions about our body, our pregnancy and parenthood,” Reproductive 
Freedom for All spokesperson Shanay Watson-Whittaker said during a news conference in Lansing.

The 753,759 signatures turned in by the campaign was close to double the 425,059 needed and the 
most ever collected by a Michigan ballot initiative. The constitutional amendment would affirm the right to 
make pregnancy-related decisions without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive 
services such as birth control.

The signatures still must be verified by the Bureau of Elections and validated by the Board of State Can-
vassers before the proposed amendment can appear on the Nov. 8 ballot.

The effort in Michigan comes amid a push in Kansas by abortion opponents to amend that state’s con-
stitution to declare that it does not grant a right to abortion and that lawmakers can regulate it as they 
see fit — opening the door to a ban. The Kansas Supreme Court declared in 2019 that under the state’s 
Bill of Rights, access to abortion is a “fundamental” right.

Kansas is the first state to consider such a change in its constitution since the decision, but Kentucky 
voters will decide on a similar initiative in November. Voters in four other states added similar provisions 
to their state constitutions: Tennessee in 2014; Alabama and West Virginia in 2018; and Louisiana in 2020. 
Lawmakers in Iowa and Pennsylvania are pushing for similar measures.

Michigan’s Gov. Gretchen Whitmer filed a lawsuit with the Michigan Supreme Court in May asking it to 
make a permanent ruling on abortion in the state. She has said that the state’s 1931 law is invalid under 
the due process and equal protection clauses of the state constitution.

The injunction, which stems from a Planned Parenthood lawsuit, remains in place but could be revoked 
any day. Republicans who control the state’s House and Senate appealed the injunction on July 6 on behalf 
of the state’s attorney general, Dana Nessel, who has said she won’t appeal the injunction or enforce the 
1931 ban.

Decisions regarding abortion and reproductive rights could also hinge on the results of the upcoming 
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election, with highly contested races expected for governor, attorney general and the U.S. House. Last 
month, a Republican lawmaker introduced a bill in the legislature that would create 10-year prison sen-
tences for abortion providers.

Supporters of the ballot initiative have said it will clear up uncertainty in the courts and bring the deci-
sion on abortion directly to the voters.

“Doing this through a constitutional amendment ensures that legislators can’t just undo this with a simple 
majority,” Democratic state Rep. Laurie Pohutsky told The Associated Press.

The Citizens to Support MI Women and Children coalition, which was formed to oppose the initiative, 
has said the current language creates an “anything goes” proposal that would allow abortions at any age.

“Words matter and that’s especially true when those words will become a permanent part of our state 
constitution. However you feel about abortion, the consequences of this proposed amendment are too 
dangerous for women and children,” said Christen Pollo, spokesperson for the coalition.

The drive began in January and was led by Reproductive Freedom for All, the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Michigan, Michigan Voices and Planned Parenthood Advocates of Michigan.

Julie Falbaum, a lead volunteer for the group in Ann Arbor, said the response following the Supreme 
Court’s decision to overturn Roe was unlike anything she’s experienced.

“People who normally don’t get involved were saying, ‘This is too important not to do something,’” she 
said.

Famed Ukrainian medic describes ‘hell’ of Russian captivity
By LORI HINNANT and VASILISA STEPANENKO Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The captive Ukrainian medic’s eyeglasses had long since been taken away, and 

the face of the Russian man walking past her was a blur.
Yuliia Paievska knew only that her life was being traded for his, and that she was leaving behind 21 

women in a tiny three- by six-meter (10- by 20-foot) prison cell they had shared for what felt like an eter-
nity. Her joy and relief was tempered by the sense that she was abandoning them to an uncertain fate.

Before she was captured, Paievska, better known throughout Ukraine as Taira, had recorded more than 
256 gigabytes of harrowing bodycam footage showing her team’s efforts to save the wounded in the 
besieged city of Mariupol. She got the footage to Associated Press journalists, the last international team 
in Mariupol, on a tiny data card.

The journalists fled the city on March 15 with the card embedded inside a tampon, carrying it through 
15 Russian checkpoints. The next day, Taira was taken by pro-Russia forces.

Three months passed before she emerged on June 17, thin and haggard, her athlete’s body more than 10 
kilograms (22 pounds) lighter from lack of nourishment and activity. She said the AP report that showed her 
caring for Russian and Ukrainian soldiers alike, along with civilians of Mariupol, was critical to her release.

She chooses her words carefully when discussing the day she was taken captive, and is even more cau-
tious when discussing the prison for fear of endangering the Ukrainians still there. But she is unequivocal 
about the impact of the video released by the AP.

“You got this flash drive out and I thank you,” she said in Kyiv to an AP team that included the journal-
ists in Mariupol. “Because of you, I could leave this hell. Thanks to everyone involved in the exchange.”

She still feels guilty about those she left behind and said she will try her best to help free them.
“They are all I think about,” she said. “Every time I grab a cup of coffee or light a cigarette, my con-

science pains me because they can’t.”
Taira, 53, is one of thousands of Ukrainians believed to have been taken prisoner by Russian forces. 

Mariupol’s mayor said recently that 10,000 people from his city alone have disappeared either by capture 
or while trying to flee. The Geneva Conventions single out medics, both military and civilian, for protec-
tion “in all circumstance. “

Taira is an outsized personality in Ukraine, famed for her work training field medics and instantly recog-
nizable by her shock of blond hair and the tattoos that circle both arms. Her release was announced by 
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Despite the weight loss and all she has endured, she is still vibrant. She smokes constantly, lighting one 
cigarette after another as if trying to make up for the three months she had none. She speaks quietly, 
without malice, and her frequent smiles light her face deep into her brown eyes.

A demobilized military medic who suffered back and hip injuries long before the Russian invasion, Taira 
is also a member of the Ukraine’s Invictus Games team. She had planned to compete this April in archery 
and swimming, and her 19-year-old daughter was permitted to compete in her place instead.

Taira received the body camera in 2021 to film for a Netflix documentary series on inspirational figures 
being produced by Britain’s Prince Harry, who founded the Invictus Games. But when Russian forces in-
vaded in February, she trained the lens on scenes of war.

The camera was on when she intervened to treat a wounded Russian soldier, whom she called “sun-
shine,” as she does nearly everyone who comes into her life. She chronicled the death of a boy and the 
successful effort to save his sister, who is now one of Mariupol’s many orphans. On that day, she collapsed 
against a wall and wept.

Reviewing the video, she said it was a rare loss of control.
“If I cried all the time, I wouldn’t have time to deal with the wounded. So during the war, of course, I 

became a little harder,” she said. “I shouldn’t have shown that I was breaking down. … We can mourn later.”
The children weren’t the first or the last she treated, she said. But they were part of a larger loss for 

Ukraine.
“My heart bleeds when I think about it, when I remember how the city died. It died like a person — it 

was agonizing,” she said. “It feels like when a person is dying and you can’t do anything to help, the same 
way.”

Hours before Taira was captured, Russian airstrikes hit the Mariupol theater, the city’s main bomb shelter. 
Hundreds died. That same day, the Neptune pool, another bomb shelter, was also hit.

Taira gathered a group of 20 people hiding in her hospital’s basement, mostly children, into a small yellow 
bus to take them away from Mariupol. The city center was on the verge of falling, and Russian checkpoints 
blocked all the roads leading out.

That’s when the Russians saw her.
“They recognized me. They went away, made a call, came back,” she said. “As far as I can tell, they 

already had a plan.”
She believes the children made it to safety. She avoids disclosing details about that day for reasons she 

said she couldn’t fully explain.
But she appeared five days later on a Russian news broadcast that announced her capture, accusing 

her of trying to flee the city in disguise.
On the video, Taira looks groggy, and her face is bruised. As she reads a statement prepared for her, a 

voiceover derides her as a Nazi.
Inside the prison system, detainees were subjected to the same kind of propaganda, she said. They 

heard that Ukraine had fallen, that the Parliament and Cabinet had been dissolved, that the city of Kyiv 
was under Russian control, that everyone in the government had fled.

“And many people started to believe it. You’ve seen how this happens under the influence of propaganda? 
People start to despair,” Taira said. “I didn’t believe it, because I know it’s foolish to believe the enemy.”

Every day, they were forced to sing the Russian national anthem — twice, three times, sometimes 20 or 
30 times if guards didn’t like their behavior. She hates the anthem even more now, but talks about it with 
a flash of humor and defiance.

“I found it a plus because I’ve always wanted to learn to sing — then suddenly I had the time and a 
reason to practice,” she said. “And it turns out that I can sing.”

Her jailers in the Russian-controlled Donetsk region pressured her to confess to killing men, women, 
children. Then they started on accusations of organ trafficking that she found insulting in their absurdity.

“Seized organs on the battlefield. Do you have any idea how complicated this operation is?” she asked, 
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dismissing the allegation with a brief profanity. “It’s invented, a huge fabrication.”

She admitted nothing.
“I’m terribly stubborn by nature. And if I’m accused of something I haven’t done, I won’t confess for 

anything. You can shoot me, but I won’t confess,” she said.
After endless, repetitive putrid weeks broken only by salt-free porridge with bacon, packets of reconstituted 

mashed potatoes, cabbage soup and some canned fish, Taira found herself in the three- by six-meter (10- 
by 20-foot) cell with 21 other women, 10 cots and very little else. They were held in a maximum security 
prison with no trial and no conviction.

She won’t go into details about how they were treated, but said they had no information about their 
families, no toothbrushes, few chances to wash. Her health started to fail.

“I’m not 20 years old anymore and this body can take less than it used to,” she said ruefully. “The treat-
ment was very hard, very rough. … The women and I were all exhausted.”

Taira’s experience is consistent with Russia’s repeated violations of international humanitarian law on 
how to treat detained civilians and prisoners of war, said Oleksandra Matviichuk, head of Ukraine’s Center 
for Civil Liberties.

“Before the large-scale invasion, Russia tried to hide this violation. They tried to pretend they are not 
involved in this violation,” she said. “Now, Russia doesn’t care.”

At one point, one of her jailers came to her and said he’d seen a video of her abusing a Russian soldier. 
She knew that wasn’t possible and demanded to see the video, but was refused.

Now, looking at the image of her tenderly wrapping a Russian soldier in a blanket, she knows it was yet 
another lie.

“This is the video, here it is. I really treated everyone this way, brought them in, we stabilized them, did 
everything that was necessary,” she said.

At another point near the end of her captivity, someone brought her out for what she assumed was yet 
another pointless interrogation. Instead, there was a camera.

“I was asked to record a video saying I was fine, the food is OK, the conditions are OK,” she said. It 
was a lie, she added, but she saw no harm in this one. “After this video, they told me, maybe you will be 
exchanged.”

Then she went back to her cell to wait. She had dreams of walking free that felt true. But she tried not 
to feel too much hope, so that she wouldn’t be crushed if it didn’t happen.

More time passed until she was finally allowed out, blindly passing the Russian prisoner exchanged for her.
On a recent day in the Ukrainian capital, Taira headed to the Kyiv archery range deep in an abandoned 

Soviet-era factory. She embraced her coach and other athletes there, then settled into training for the 
first time since before the war.

Her shots were precisely aimed at the paper target, hitting the bullseye. But she had to lean on a sup-
port for her chronic injuries, and she tired quickly. She retreated to a cavernous workshop to chain smoke, 
tapping the ashes into a metal can and gazing out the window.

Her husband, Vadim Puzanov, said Taira remained fundamentally the same despite three months of 
captivity and is open about what she endured.

“Perhaps there will be long-term consequences, but she is full of plans,” he said. “She is moving on.”
Those plans are clear and prioritized: Recover her health, take part in next year’s Invictus Games, and 

write a book, a sort of self-help for people she hopes will never need the advice. She smiled calmly as 
she explained.

“I plan to put together information about life in captivity,” she said. “How should they behave? How to 
create conditions to make it easier to endure? What is the psychology?”

Asked if she had feared death in captivity, Taira said it was a question her jailers asked often, and she 
had a ready answer.

“I said no because I’m right with God,” she told them. “But you are definitely going to hell.”
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Taking selfies, Sri Lankans converge on presidential palace

By BHARATHA MALLAWARACHI Associated Press
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Hundreds of Sri Lankans jostled Monday to use the vast array of exercise 

machines in the private gym of the presidential palace, lifting weights and running on treadmills inside a 
facility that was, until now, the exclusive domain of the country’s beleaguered president.

For many who had traveled on overcrowded trains and buses from outside the capital, Colombo, this 
was the first time they had laid eyes on a residence so grand. The colonial-era structure was a staggering 
sight, with airy verandas, plush living rooms and spacious bedrooms, a garden swimming pool and neatly 
manicured lawns.

On Saturday, thousands of angry Sri Lankans descended on the residence in fury against President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who they blame for an unprecedented economic meltdown that has throttled the 
lives of the nation’s 22 million people. They turned over barriers and then swarmed the lawns to enter the 
palatial residence and occupy it.

Two days later, people continued to stream in, flocking to it like a tourist attraction, marveling at the 
paintings inside and lounging on the beds piled high with pillows.

Alawwa Ralage Piyasena, a 67-year-old farmer who arrived by bus from outside Colombo, was stunned 
by the president’s gym. “I never thought I would get an opportunity to see these things,” he said, gestur-
ing at the equipment while trying to hop onto a treadmill.

“Look at the pool and this gym. We can see how they enjoyed a life of luxury here while people struggled 
outside. Our families are suffering without food.”

The weekend saw the most dramatic escalation yet of the monthslong protests against the country’s worst 
economic crisis, with protesters not only forcing their way into the presidential palace but also storming 
the prime minister’s official residence and setting fire to his private home.

The charged events led to both leaders agreeing to step down — Rajapaksa, who has not been seen 
publicly or heard from since, said he would leave office Wednesday. Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
said he would depart as soon as opposition parties agree on a unity government.

But protest leaders have said they will not leave the official buildings until both actually resign.
For months, demonstrators have camped outside Rajapaksa’s office, demanding he quit for severely 

mismanaging the economy. Many have accused him and his powerful, dynastic family, which has ruled Sri 
Lanka for nearly two decades, of corruption and policy blunders that tipped the island nation into crisis.

People’s patience has grown increasingly thin, with the crisis sparking shortages of fuel, medicine, food 
and cooking gas. Authorities have temporarily shuttered schools, while the country relies on aid from India 
and other nations as it tries to negotiate a bailout with the International Monetary Fund. Wickremesinghe 
said recently that negotiations with the IMF were complex because Sri Lanka was now a bankrupt state.

Sri Lanka announced in April that it was suspending repayment of foreign loans due to a foreign currency 
shortage. Its total foreign debt amounts to $51 billion, of which it must repay $28 billion by the end of 2027.

The severe fuel shortage has choked transport, forcing many to use public buses, trains and even bi-
cycles to get around. Hundreds of people held onto the roofs of overcrowded trains to make the journey 
to the presidential palace.

At first, thousands stormed the residence in rage, waving the national flag and chanting “Gota Go Home!” 
But since Rajapaksa announced he would resign, many of those arriving now were jubilant, strolling the 
vast residence as sightseers. Inside and outside the complex, scores of unarmed policemen patrolled the 
area — but did not stop the deluge of crowds from coming in.

On Monday, the place was packed. The official residence had been forbidden to the general public, and 
even those invited were only allowed into certain areas.

People peered into each room, settling into beds and taking copious selfies. But no one dared to dip 
into the pool on Monday, after videos on social media showed crowds splashing in glee over the weekend. 
Now, the once clear blue water had turned a muddy brown.

In the lush green gardens outside, groups gathered with snacks, sipping on soda and tea, as though 
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they were out on a picnic with friends and family.

“This belongs to the people,” declared Padama Gamage, a laborer, who traveled on a bus from Galle, 
on the country’s southwestern tip. “Now I know how these leaders enjoyed luxury at our cost.”

Not all were relaxing, however. Groups of volunteers banded together, sweeping up broken chairs and 
glass from damaged windows, a sign of the rage that swept through on Saturday. They tried to control 
the throng, saying some people were again vandalizing the property.

“If allowed, they would even take the doors and windows, so we are trying to control the crowd,” said 
Bulupitiyage Suresh, a 29-year-old who has been protesting against Rajapaksa for over a month.

Welihitiyawe Dhammawimala, a Buddhist monk, lamented the damage, saying public money will now be 
spent on refurbishing the place. “Had Rajapaksa resigned earlier, this would not have happened,” he said.

Nearby, people waited in a long line to enter the president’s office, now taken over by the protesters 
who had hunkered outside it for months. The line grew longer by the day, almost resembling the long 
queues people have been forced to wait in for months to get fuel.

A few kilometers (miles) away, the prime minister’s official residence, known as Temple Trees, was also 
overrun by protesters. Singing crowds gathered around a man playing a piano inside while others cluster 
around a Carrom board game or slept on the overstuffed sofas. Outside, people cooked rice and curry, 
offering it freely to passersby.

Back at Rajapaksa’s official residence, Supun Dhammika, a student, fumed over the family’s legacy in 
the country.

“The fall of the presidential residence into the hands of protesters and the public symbolizes the fall of 
the Rajapaksa dynasty,” he said.

“If they think they can come back from this, it’s only a dream. They ruined the country and they have 
no right to seek votes from people ever again.”

Famed Ukrainian medic describes ‘hell’ of Russian captivity
By LORI HINNANT and VASILISA STEPANENKO Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The captive Ukrainian medic’s eyeglasses had long since been taken away, and 

the face of the Russian man walking past her was a blur.
Yuliia Paievska knew only that her life was being traded for his, and that she was leaving behind 21 

women in a tiny three- by six-meter (10- by 20-foot) prison cell they had shared for what felt like an eter-
nity. Her joy and relief was tempered by the sense that she was abandoning them to an uncertain fate.

Before she was captured, Paievska, better known throughout Ukraine as Taira, had recorded more than 
256 gigabytes of harrowing bodycam footage showing her team’s efforts to save the wounded in the 
besieged city of Mariupol. She got the footage to Associated Press journalists, the last international team 
in Mariupol, on a tiny data card.

The journalists fled the city on March 15 with the card embedded inside a tampon, carrying it through 
15 Russian checkpoints. The next day, Taira was taken by pro-Russian forces.

Three months passed before she emerged on June 17, thin and haggard, her athlete’s body more than 10 
kilograms (22 pounds) lighter from lack of nourishment and activity. She said the AP report that showed her 
caring for Russian and Ukrainian soldiers alike, along with civilians of Mariupol, was critical to her release.

She chooses her words carefully when discussing the day she was taken captive, and is even more cau-
tious when discussing the prison for fear of endangering the Ukrainians still there. But she is unequivocal 
about the impact of the video released by the AP.

“You got this flash drive out and I thank you,” she said in Kyiv to an AP team that included the journal-
ists in Mariupol. “Because of you, I could leave this hell. Thanks to everyone involved in the exchange.”

She still feels guilty about those she left behind and said she will try her best to help free them.
“They are all I think about,” she said. “Every time I grab a cup of coffee or light a cigarette, my con-

science pains me because they can’t.”
Taira, 53, is one of thousands of Ukrainians believed to have been taken prisoner by Russian forces. 



Tuesday, July 12, 2022 ~ Vol. 31 - No. 005 ~ 79 of 82

Groton Daily Independent
The Geneva Conventions single out medics, both military and civilian, for protection “in all circumstance.”

Taira is an outsized personality in Ukraine, famed for her work training field medics and instantly recog-
nizable by her shock of blond hair and the tattoos that circle both arms. Her release was announced by 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Despite the weight loss and all she has endured, she is still vibrant. She smokes constantly, lighting one 
cigarette after another as if trying to make up for the three months she had none. She speaks quietly, 
without malice, and her frequent smiles light her face deep into her brown eyes.

A demobilized military medic who suffered back and hip injuries long before the Russian invasion, Taira is 
also a member of the Ukraine’s Invictus Games team. She received the body camera in 2021 to film for a 
Netflix documentary series on inspirational figures being produced by Britain’s Prince Harry, who founded 
the Invictus Games. But when Russian forces invaded in February, she trained the lens on scenes of war 
in Mariupol.

“My heart bleeds when I think about it, when I remember how the city died. It died like a person — it was 
agonizing,” she said. “It feels like when a person is dying and you can’t do anything to help, the same way.”

At one point, Taira gathered a group of 20 people hiding in her hospital’s basement, mostly children, into 
a small yellow bus to take them away from Mariupol. That’s when the Russians saw her.

“They recognized me. They went away, made a call, came back,” she said. “As far as I can tell, they 
already had a plan.”

She appeared five days later on a Russian news broadcast that announced her capture. On the video, 
Taira looks groggy, and her face is bruised. As she reads a statement prepared for her, a voiceover derides 
her as a Nazi.

Inside the prison, they were forced to sing the Russian national anthem every day — twice, three times, 
sometimes 20 or 30 times if guards didn’t like their behavior. She hates the anthem even more now, but 
talks about it with a flash of humor and defiance.

“I found it a plus because I’ve always wanted to learn to sing — then suddenly I had the time and a 
reason to practice,” she said. “And it turns out that I can sing.”

After endless, repetitive putrid weeks broken only by salt-free porridge with bacon, packets of reconstituted 
mashed potatoes, cabbage soup, and some canned fish, Taira found herself in the three- by six-meter (10- 
by 20-foot) cell with 21 other women, 10 cots and very little else. They were held in a maximum security 
prison with no trial and no conviction.

She won’t go into details about how they were treated, but said they had no information about their 
families, no toothbrushes, few chances to wash. Her health started to fail.

“I’m not 20 years old anymore and this body can take less than it used to,” she said ruefully. “The treat-
ment was very hard, very rough. … The women and I were all exhausted.”

Taira’s experience is consistent with Russia’s repeated violations of international humanitarian law on 
how to treat detained civilians and prisoners of war, said Oleksandra Matviichuk, head of Ukraine’s Center 
for Civil Liberties.

Her husband, Vadim Puzanov, said Taira remained fundamentally the same despite three months of 
captivity and is open about what she endured.

“Perhaps there will be long-term consequences, but she is full of plans,” he said. “She is moving on.”
Asked if she had feared death in captivity, Taira said it was a question her jailers asked often, and she 

had a ready answer.
“I said no because I’m right with God,” she told them. “But you are definitely going to hell.”

Ex-F1 boss Ecclestone to be charged with fraud over assets
LONDON (AP) — Former Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone will be charged with fraud by false repre-

sentation following a government investigation into his overseas assets, British prosecutors said Monday.
Chief Crown Prosecutor Andrew Penhale said after reviewing evidence from the tax office, authorities 

have authorized a charge against Ecclestone over his failure to declare overseas assets worth more than 
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400 million pounds ($477 million).

Simon York, of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, said the announcement followed a “complex and 
worldwide” investigation into the 91-year-old businessman’s finances.

“The criminal charge relates to projected tax liabilities arising from more than 400 million pounds of 
offshore assets which were concealed from Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs,” he said.

“Our message is clear — no one is beyond our reach,” York added.
The case is expected to be heard at Westminster Magistrates’ Court in London on Aug. 22.
Ecclestone headed Formula One racing and controlled the sport for for four decades from the 1970s to 

2017, when he stepped down as chief executive and Liberty Media took over the series.
He was arrested in Brazil in May for carrying a gun in his luggage while boarding a plane.

Thousands in Bosnia commemorate 1995 Srebrenica massacre
By ELDAR EMRIC Associated Press
SREBRENICA, Bosnia-Herzegovina (AP) — Fifty newly identified victims were honored and reburied Mon-

day in Bosnia as thousands gathered to commemorate the anniversary of the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, 
Europe’s only acknowledged genocide since the Holocaust.

Twenty-seven years after they were brutally murdered, the remains of 47 men and three teenage boys 
were laid to rest at a memorial cemetery at the entrance to Srebrenica, joining more than 6,600 other 
massacre victims already reburied there.

Idriz Mustafic attended the collective funeral to bury the partial remains of his son, Salim. He was 16 
when he was killed in Srebrenica in July 1995 while trying to flee the town as it was overrun by Bosnian 
Serb forces in the closing months of Bosnia’s 1992-95 war.

“My older son, Enis, was also killed. We buried him in 2005. Now I am burying Salim,” Mustafic said.
“(Forensic experts) have not found his skull, (but) my wife got cancer and had to undergo surgery, we 

just couldn’t wait any longer to bury the bones that we found, to at least know where their graves are,” 
he added.

The Srebrenica killings were the bloody crescendo of Bosnia’s war, which came after the breakup of 
Yugoslavia unleashed nationalistic passions and territorial ambitions that set Bosnian Serbs against the 
country’s two other main ethnic factions — Croats and Bosniaks.

In July 1995, Bosnian Serbs overran a U.N.-protected safe haven in Srebrenica. They separated at least 
8,000 Bosniak men and boys from their wives, mothers and sisters, chased them through woods around 
the eastern town and slaughtered them.

The perpetrators then plowed their victims’ bodies into hastily made mass graves, which they later dug up 
with bulldozers, scattering the remains among other burial sites to hide the evidence of their war crimes. 
During the process, the half-decomposed remains were ripped apart. Body parts are still being found in 
mass graves around Srebrenica and are being put together and identified through painstaking DNA analysis.

When the remains are identified, they are returned to their relatives and reburied in the memorial center 
and cemetery just outside Srebrenica each July 11 — the anniversary of the day the killings began in 1995.

Mana Ademovic, who lost her husband and many other male relatives in the massacre, was among those 
attending Monday’s commemoration ceremonies in Srebrenica. Ademovic found her husband’s partial re-
mains and reburied him years ago but said she “must be in Srebrenica every July 11.”

“It is easier when you have a grave to visit, no matter how many bones are buried inside,” she said, 
while sitting among the graves at the vast and still-expanding memorial cemetery, hugging her husband’s 
white marble headstone.

In the last two years, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, only a relatively small number of survivors were 
allowed to attend the annual commemoration service and collective funeral of the victims in Srebrenica. 
But with restrictions lifted, tens of thousands attended Monday, including many diplomats and dignitaries.

Addressing the commemoration ceremony ahead of the funeral, the Dutch Defense Minister Kajsa Ol-
longren apologized to the Srebrenica survivors for the Dutch peacekeepers’ failure to prevent the 1995 
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massacre.

“The international community failed to offer adequate protection to the people of Srebrenica and, as 
part of that community, the Dutch government shares responsibility for the situation in which that failure 
occurred and for this we offer our deepest apologies,” Ollongren said.

The Srebrenica killings were the only event of the Bosnian war to be legally defined as genocide. The 
war itself left over 100,000 dead. In all, a special U.N. war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The 
Hague and courts in the Balkans have sentenced close to 50 Bosnian Serb wartime officials — including 
their war time leader Radovan Karadzic and his military commander, Ratko Mladic — to more than 700 
years in prison for the Srebrenica killings.

However, despite the irrefutable evidence of what happened, most Serb leaders in Bosnia and neighbor-
ing Serbia continue to downplay or even deny the Srebrenica massacre and celebrate Karadzic and Mladic 
as heroes.

Menachem Rosensaft, the general counsel of the World Jewish Congress, also addressed the mourners 
Monday. He said the commemoration of the Srebrenica massacre was of “momentous significance for all 
who care about international human rights, for all who have a conscience.”

Rosensaft said it was “critical” for the international community to formally commemorate the Srebrenica 
genocide every July 11 “not just out of respect for its victims, but as a public countermeasure to the re-
peated efforts to deny this genocide.”

Today in History: Mondale chooses Ferraro
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Tuesday, July 12, the 193rd day of 2022. There are 172 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 12, 1909, the House of Representatives joined the Senate in passing the 16th Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution, allowing for a federal income tax, and submitted it to the states. (It was declared 
ratified in February 1913.)

On this date:
In 1543, England’s King Henry VIII married his sixth and last wife, Catherine Parr.
In 1812, United States forces led by Gen. William Hull entered Canada during the War of 1812 against 

Britain. (However, Hull retreated shortly thereafter to Detroit.)
In 1862, during the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln signed a bill authorizing the Army Medal of Honor.
In 1908, comedian Milton Berle was born Mendel Berlinger in New York City.
In 1965, the Beach Boys single “California Girls” was released by Capitol Records.
In 1967, rioting erupted in Newark, New Jersey, over the police beating of a Black taxi driver; 26 people 

were killed in the five days of violence that followed.
In 1974, President Richard Nixon signed a measure creating the Congressional Budget Office. Former 

White House aide John Ehrlichman and three others were convicted of conspiring to violate the civil rights 
of Daniel Ellsberg’s former psychiatrist.

In 1984, Democratic presidential candidate Walter F. Mondale announced his choice of U.S. Rep. Geral-
dine A. Ferraro of New York to be his running-mate; Ferraro was the first woman to run for vice president 
on a major-party ticket.

In 1991, a Japanese professor (Hitoshi Igarashi) who had translated Salman Rushdie’s “The Satanic 
Verses” was found stabbed to death, nine days after the novel’s Italian translator was attacked in Milan.

In 1994, President Bill Clinton, visiting Germany, went to the eastern sector of Berlin, the first U.S. presi-
dent to do so since Harry Truman.

In 2003, the USS Ronald Reagan, the first carrier named for a living president, was commissioned in 
Norfolk, Virginia.

In 2016, with hugs and handshakes, Bernie Sanders endorsed Hillary Clinton for president during an 
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appearance in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

Ten years ago: Vice President Joe Biden rallied support for President Barack Obama at the NAACP’s 
convention in Houston, declaring that Republican challenger Mitt Romney’s election-year agenda would 
hurt — not help — working families in the black community. A scathing report by former FBI Director Louis 
Freeh said the late Joe Paterno and other top Penn State officials had buried child sexual abuse allegations 
against Jerry Sandusky more than a decade earlier to avoid bad publicity.

Five years ago: President Donald Trump’s nominee to lead the FBI, Christopher Wray, told a Senate 
panel that he did not believe that a special counsel investigation into possible Russian ties between Russia 
and the Trump campaign was a “witch hunt,” as Trump had characterized it. Former Brazilian President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was found guilty of corruption and money laundering and sentenced to almost 
10 years in prison.

One year ago: New COVID-19 cases per day in the U.S. were more than twice as high as just three weeks 
earlier, jumping to an average of about 23,600; the increase was driven by the fast-spreading Delta vari-
ant, lagging vaccination rates and Fourth of July gatherings. Fire swept through a coronavirus ward at a 
hospital in southern Iraq, killing more than 90 people; it was the second catastrophic fire in less than three 
months to kill hospitalized COVID-19 patients in Iraq. Former Louisiana Gov. Edwin Edwards died at 93; 
the Democrat had served four terms as governor and dominated the state’s politics for decades, but also 
spent eight years in federal prison for taking payoffs to help steer riverboat casino licenses to his cronies.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer-musician Christine McVie is 79. Actor Denise Nicholas is 78. Singer-songwriter 
Butch Hancock is 77. Fitness guru Richard Simmons is 74. Singer Walter Egan is 74. Writer-producer Brian 
Grazer is 71. Actor Cheryl Ladd is 71. Gospel singer Ricky McKinnie is 70. Country singer Julie Miller is 
66. Gospel singer Sandi Patty is 66. Actor Mel Harris is 66. Actor Buddy Foster is 65. Rock guitarist Dan 
Murphy (Soul Asylum) is 60. Actor Judi Evans is 58. Rock singer Robin Wilson (Gin Blossoms) is 57. Actor 
Lisa Nicole Carson is 53. Olympic gold medal figure skater Kristi Yamaguchi is 51. Country singer Shannon 
Lawson is 49. CBS newsman Jeff Glor is 47. Actor Anna Friel is 46. R&B singer Tracie Spencer is 46. Actor 
Alison Wright is 46. Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., is 46. Actor Steve Howey is 45. Actor Topher Grace is 
44. Actor Michelle Rodriguez is 44. Actor Kristen Connolly is 42. Country singer-musician Kimberly Perry 
(The Band Perry) is 39. Actor Matt Cook (TV: “Man With a Plan”) is 38. Actor Natalie Martinez is 38. Actor 
Bernard David Jones is 37. Actor Ta’Rhonda Jones is 34. Golfer Inbee Park is 34. Actor Melissa O’Neil is 34. 
Actor Rachel Brosnahan is 32. Actor Erik Per Sullivan is 31. Olympic gold medal gymnast Jordyn Wieber 
is 27. Nobel Peace laureate Malala Yousafzai is 25.


