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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

June 29
Senior Menu: Teriyaki chicken, almond rice with 

peas, pineapple strawberry ambrosia, orange sher-
bet, dinner roll.

10 a.m.: Little Free Library reading time (south 
Methodist Church)

7 p.m.: Jr. Legion hosts Clark, 1 game
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners host Clark, 1 game
7:30 p.m.: U12 hosts Claremont, Falk Field, 1 game
7:30 p.m.: U10 hosts Claremont, Falk Field, 1 

game (B/W)
5:30 p.m: T-Ball Black hosts Claremont

June 30
Senior Menu: Herbed roast pork, baked potato 

with sour cream, tomato spoons salad, cinnamon 
apple sauce, whole wheat bread.

10 a.m.: Reading Time at Wage Memorial Library
5:30 p.m.: Legion at Redfield, DH
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners at Webster, DH

July 5
5 p.m.: Jr. Legion hosts Watertown, DH
5:30 p.m.: U12 hosts Hannigan, 1 game
5 p.m.: U10 vs. Flash at Foundation Fields, Wa-

tertown, DH (B/W)
6 p.m.: U12 SB hosts Webster, DH
6 p.m.: U10 SB at Britton, DH
6 p.m.: U8 SB at Britton, DH

July 6
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners at Redfield, DH
7:30 p.m.: U12 at Claremont, 1 game
7:30 p.m. U10 at Claremont, 1 game, (R/B)
5:30 p.m.: T-Ball Gold at Claremont

July 7
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners host Warner, DH
6 p.m.: U8 at Webster, DH (R/B)
6 p.m.: U8 SB at Mellette, 1 game
7 p.m.: U10 SB at Mellette, 1 game
8 p.m.: U12 SB at Mellette, DH

July 7-9
Legion at Clark Tourney

1- Upcoming Events
2- Chamber Ad
3- Groton U8 Softball Team Photo
4- Pitching By Pierce Shuts Out Sisseton, Groton 

Legion Post #39 Takes The Win
5- Weather Pages
9- Daily Devotional
10- 2022 Community Events
11- Subscription Form
12- News from the Associated Press
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Groton U8 Softball
In back, left to right, are. Ambrielle Feist, Rowan Hanson, Devan Locke, Ryan 

Hanson, Taylor Fliehs, Kacie McComsey and Coach Kenzie McInerney; in front, left 
to right, are Emery Blackwood, Hazel Hill, Annie Harry, Haley Erickson, Preslee 
Giedt, Skyler Jacobson and Maci Dunbar. (Photo GDI Pixs)
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Pitching By Pierce Shuts Out Sisseton, Groton Legion Post #39 

Takes The Win

Pierce Kettering didn’t allow a single run as Groton Legion Post #39 defeated Sisseton 10-0 on Tuesday. 
Kettering allowed just five hits.

Groton Legion Post #39 fired up the offense in the first inning, when Konnor Sieber threw a wild pitch 
allowing one run across the plate for Groton Legion Post #39.

Groton Legion Post #39 put up four runs in the sixth inning.  Kettering, Cole Simon, Jackson Cogley, and 
Douglas Heminger each drove in runs during the inning.

One bright spot for Sisseton was a single by Mikah Hamm in the first inning.

Kettering took the win for Groton Legion Post #39. Kettering surrendered zero runs on five hits over six 
innings, striking out five.

Sieber took the loss for Sisseton. Sieber surrendered six runs on seven hits over four and a third innings, 
striking out eight.

Groton Legion Post #39 saw the ball well today, racking up ten hits in the game.  Bradin Althoff and 
Kettering all managed multiple hits for Groton Legion Post #39.  Althoff led Groton Legion Post #39 with 
three hits in four at bats.  Groton Legion Post #39 tore up the base paths, as four players stole at least 
two bases. Kettering led the way with three.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Severe Weather will be possible this evening. The main threat will be strong to damaging winds. The 
chances for hail or an isolated tornado will be mainly over North Dakota. Stay weather aware this evening, 
especially if you have outdoor plans. If you hear thunder or see lightning, please move inside for at least 
30 minutes after the storm has ended. When thunder roars, go indoors! The most up to date severe 
threat outlook can be found at... https://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/outlook/
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 82 °F at 3:43 PM
Low Temp: 62 °F at 5:45 AM
Wind: 20 mph at 1:30 PM
Precip: 0.00

Day length: 15 hours, 41 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 107 in 1931  
Record Low: 42 in 1900
Average High: 83°F
Average Low: 58°F
Average Precip in June.: 3.63
Precip to date in June.: 0.30
Average Precip to date: 10.88
Precip Year to Date: 11.46
Sunset Tonight: 9:26:45 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:45:40 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

June 29, 1927: This estimated F2 tornado moved northeast from near Claremont, passing along the 
northwestern edge of Britton. The Claremont area had a $12,000 loss as a large silo was destroyed. A 
dozen homes had roof damage in Britton.

June 29, 2005: Torrential rains of three to seven inches fell across far eastern Brown, western and 
northern Day, and most of Marshall Counties in the early morning and again in the afternoon hours. One 
location measured five inches of rain in two hours. Many township roads and highways were flooded along 
with thousands of acres of cropland. Water surrounded several homes resulting in people being rescued. 
Some of the houses were flooded. Many bridges were damaged, and roads and culverts were washed 
out. In Day County, 30 roads were washed out, and 15 bridges needed repairs. Some rainfall amounts 
include 5.04 inches in Britton, 3.34 at 8N of Columbia, and 2.08 in Aberdeen. Total June rainfall for some 
locations in Marshall and Day Counties was between 11 and 12 inches. The flooding continued into early 
July before receding by July 10th.

1826: Thomas Jefferson made his last entry in his weather observation log on this date, just six days 
before he died. The weather held a fascination for Jefferson as he made regular weather observations. He 
bought his first thermometer while working on the Declaration of Independence and his first barometer 
shortly after that.

1904: Tornado hits Karacharov Village area of Moscow killing about 24 people. 
1931 - The temperature at Monticello FL hit 109 degrees to establish an all-time record for the state. 

(The Weather Channel)
1954 - Hurricane Alice dumped as much as 27 inches of rain on the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. 

The Rio Grande River at Laredo reached a level 12.6 feet above its previous highest mark, and the roadway 
of the U.S. 90 bridge was thirty feet below the high water. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Ohio Valley and the Great Lakes Region, with 
reports of large hail and damaging winds most numerous in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. Thunderstorms 
spawned four tornadoes in Michigan. A tornado near Clare MI was accompanied by softball size hail. In 
Colorado, an untimely winter-like storm blanketed Mount Evans with six inches of snow. (The National 
Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Alpena, MI, reported a record low of 39 degrees while Jackson, MS, equalled their record for the 
month of June with an afternoon high of 105 degrees. Thunderstorms in the central U.S. soaked Springfield 
MO with 3.62 inches of rain, a record for the date. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Southern and Central High Plains Region. Thun-
derstorms in Colorado produced softball size hail at Kit Carson, while pea to marble size hail caused ten 
million dollars damage to crops in Philips County, CO. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1998: “The Corn Belt Derecho of 1998” in the following states NE, IA, IL, IN, KY. A derecho which origi-
nated in far southeast South Dakota moved across Illinois during the afternoon and evening and continued 
as far east as Ohio the next morning. Every county in central Illinois sustained some damage, as these 
severe thunderstorms passed. Winds gusted in the 60 to 80 mph range, with some localized microbursts 
producing winds more than 100 mph. Significant damage occurred in the microburst areas, including the 
towns of Morton, McLean, LeRoy, and Tolono. In Tolono, 22 cars of a southbound 101-car Illinois Central 
freight train were blown off the tracks. It was unknown how many vehicles were picked up by the wind, 
but 16 cars were turned over, and another six derailed but remained upright. The train was en route to 
Centralia from Chicago with a load of mixed freight, including plastic pellets and meal. The freight cars 
empty weighed about 60,000 pounds, while a full one weighs about 260,000 pounds. Overall, 12 people 
were injured, and damage was estimated at around $16 million. 
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Right Choices

 “When you come to a ‘fork’ in the road, take it,” is an oft-quoted bit of advice from Yogi Berra. It has 
brought a smile to the face of many when they first hear it. But if you listen to what he is saying, it’s rather 
dangerous. Let me explain.

“Wherever you want to go, is OK. Just follow your own path and enjoy life,” is what I think Yogi Berra 
is suggesting. But, is following our own self-designed path the best thing we can do with the life God has 
given us?

God gave us His Proverbs for us to have His understanding to know right from wrong. In fact, if we go 
back to a conversation between God and Solomon, his first request of God was for the gift of insight: 
he wanted to be able to discern right from wrong. Solomon, at that time, wanted to honor God with his 
whole heart. He knew that honoring God would be difficult without God’s insight to guide him. What a 
wise request! “God,” he begged, “please guide me.”

Perhaps he saw his father, David, struggling with his humanity when he had to choose right from wrong. 
Perhaps he saw his father grieve over a poor decision that cost someone their life. Perhaps he saw David, 
his dad, deal with guilt when he did not follow God’s guidance. There was something deep within him that 
challenged him to “be insightful, or discerning.” So, he asked God for this gift of “discernment,” and when 
he understood and applied it in his life, he recognized its value. When he recognized it’s value to him, he 
wanted to pass it on for us to use in our lives. How thoughtful of him to want to share God’s Word with 
us to guide us and keep us from sin.     

God has given us the only resource we need to be discerning: His Word. If we choose to honor Him we 
can find His directions in His Word. Life is safe and certain if we follow His Word!

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we know that You will guide us and guard us if we seek Your will and stay 
obedient to Your Word. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Today’s Bible Verse:    For giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the 
young.  Proverbs 1:4
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2022 Community Events

01/30/2022 84th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
01/30/2022 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am – 1pm, Groton Community Center, 109 N 3rd St, Groton,
04/07/2022 Groton CDE 
04/09/2022 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/09/2022 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/23/2022 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/24/2022 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/07/2022 Lions Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
St John’s Lutheran Church VBS 9-11am
05/30/2022 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
Transit Fundraiser at the Community Center 4-7pm (Thursday Mid-June)
06/17/2022 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm Start
06/18/2022 Groton Triathlon
-6/20/2022 Ladies Invitational at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration 10am Start
07/04/2022 Firecracker Couples Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start 

(4th of July)
07/10/2022 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
Legion Auxiliary #39 Salad Buffet & Dessert Bar 11am-1pm at the Groton Legion
Baseball Tourney
07/21/2022 Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
How can we… “Love Groton”? United Methodist Church 9:30am
Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022 GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
United Methodist Church VBS 5-8pm
Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022 Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022 Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm
Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022 Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023  Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White .................$48.99/year
❏ Colored .......................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 6 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months ............................... $42.60
❏ 12 Months ............................. $53.25

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Tuesday:
Mega Millions
07-12-21-43-55, Mega Ball: 11, Megaplier: 2
(seven, twelve, twenty-one, forty-three, fifty-five; Mega Ball: eleven; Megaplier: two)
Estimated jackpot: $360,000,000
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: 365,000,000

Abortion ruling prompts variety of reactions from states
By The Associated Press undefined
The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that had provided a 

constitutional right to abortion. The ruling is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states, 
although the timing of those laws taking effect varies.

Some Republican-led states will ban or severely limit abortion immediately, while other restrictions will 
take effect later. At least one state, Texas, is waiting until after the Supreme Court issues its formal judg-
ment in the case, which is separate from the opinion issued Friday and could take about a month.

In anticipation of the decision, several states led by Democrats have taken steps to protect abortion 
access. The decision also sets up the potential for legal fights between the states over whether providers 
and those who help women obtain abortions can be sued or prosecuted.

Here is an overview of abortion legislation and the expected impact of the court’s decision in every state.
___
ALABAMA
Political control: Alabama has a Republican-controlled legislature and a Republican governor who want 

to ban or restrict access to abortions.
Background: In 2019, Alabama lawmakers approved what was then the most stringent abortion ban in 

the country, making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy with no exceptions for 
pregnancies resulting from rape or incest. The only exception would be when the woman’s health was 
at serious risk. A federal judge issued an injunction, under the precedent of Roe v. Wade, blocking the 
state from enforcing the law. In 2018, voters agreed to amend the Alabama Constitution to say the state 
recognizes the “rights of unborn children” and “does not protect the right to an abortion or require the 
funding of abortion.” A 1951 law made it a crime, punishable by up to 12 months in prison, to induce an 
abortion, unless it is done to preserve the life or health of the mother.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortions became almost entirely illegal in Alabama on Friday. A 2019 
state abortion ban took effect making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with 
no exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. All three clinics stopped providing abortions Friday 
morning under fear of prosecution under the 1951 state law. U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson hours 
later granted Alabama’s request to lift an injunction and allow the state to enforce the 2019 abortion ban. 
Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall said it is now a felony to provide an abortion in Alabama beyond 
the one exception allowed in the 2019 law, which is for the sake of the mother’s health. Doctors who 
violate the law could face up to 99 years in prison. Marshall said the state would also move to lift other 
injunctions that blocked previous abortion restrictions, including a requirement for doctors who perform 
abortions to have hospital admitting privileges.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers have said they would like to see the state replace the 2019 
ban with a slightly less stringent bill that would allow exceptions in cases of rape or incest. Proponents 

News from the
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said the 2019 ban was deliberately strict in the hopes of sparking a court challenge to Roe.

___
ALASKA
Political control: Republicans currently hold a majority of seats in the state Legislature, but the House is 

controlled by a bipartisan coalition composed largely of Democrats. Fifty-nine of the Legislature’s 60 seats 
are up for election this year. Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Republican who believes life begins at conception, is 
seeking reelection.

Background: The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted the right to privacy in the state constitution as 
encompassing abortion rights.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision is not expected to immediately affect 
abortion rights in Alaska, given the existing precedent in the state.

What’s next: Voters in the fall will be asked if they want to hold a constitutional convention, a question 
that comes up every 10 years. Many conservatives who want to overhaul how judges are selected and do 
away with the interpretation that the constitution’s right to privacy clause allows for abortion rights see an 
opportunity in pushing for a convention. Recent efforts to advance a constitutional amendment through 
the Legislature have been unsuccessful.

___
ARIZONA
Political control: Both legislative chambers are controlled by Republicans, who regularly pass abortion 

restrictions that for the past eight sessions have been quickly signed by Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, an 
abortion opponent.

Background: Arizona law allows abortion through about 22 weeks, but the Legislature passed a 15-week 
abortion ban in March mirroring the Mississippi law that was contested before the U.S. Supreme Court. It 
will take effect 90 days after the Legislature adjourns, which it did Saturday. Current restrictions include 
bans on abortions because of gender and a 2021 law that makes it a felony for a doctor to terminate a 
pregnancy because the child has a survivable genetic abnormality. Arizona also has a pre-statehood law 
still on the books that would ban all abortions, although it has not been enforced since Roe was decided.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Ducey has argued in media interviews that the law he signed in late 
March takes precedence over the total ban that remains on the books. But the law he signed specifically 
says it does not overrule the total abortion ban in place for more than 100 years. Ducey is term-limited 
and leaves office in January. Abortion providers across the state stopped all procedures after the court 
ruled Friday because of concerns that the pre-Roe ban could put doctors, nurses and other providers at 
risk of prosecution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights supporters in Arizona have launched a long-shot bid to enshrine the right to 
abortion in the state constitution. Rolled out weeks after the draft U.S. Supreme Court decision showing 
Roe could be overturned was leaked, backers must collect more than 356,000 signatures by July 7 to get 
the initiative on the November ballot. Voters would then be able to decide.

___
ARKANSAS
Political control: Arkansas’ legislature is controlled by Republicans who have supported dozens of abor-

tion bans and restrictions in recent years. Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson also has supported bans on 
abortion with some exceptions. He’s term-limited and leaves office in January. Republican nominee Sarah 
Sanders, press secretary to former President Donald Trump, is widely favored in the November election 
to succeed him.

Background: Arkansas already had a law banning most abortions 20 weeks into a woman’s pregnancy, 
with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother. The state has several other bans that have 
been struck down or blocked by courts in recent years, including an outright abortion ban enacted last 
year that doesn’t include rape or incest exceptions. That ban has been blocked by a federal judge, and 
the state has appealed.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Arkansas has a law it enacted in 2019 that bans nearly all abortions now 
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that Roe is overturned. That ban, along with the outright ban that’s been blocked by a federal judge, only 
allows exceptions to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. Hutchinson has said he thinks 
bans should include rape and incest exceptions, but he has not called on the Legislature to add those to 
either of the bans.

What’s next: Hours after Friday’s ruling, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge signed certification that Roe 
had been overturned. That certification allows the state’s “trigger ban” to take effect immediately. The 
only exception in that ban is to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. The Legislature 
isn’t scheduled to meet until January, but Hutchinson is considering calling a special session to take up tax 
relief proposals. The Republican governor said Friday he does not plan on asking lawmakers to consider 
adding rape and incest exceptions to the state’s ban.

___
CALIFORNIA
Political control: Democrats who support access to abortion control all statewide elected offices and have 

large majorities in the state Legislature.
Background: California outlawed abortion in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. 

The law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health 
were in danger. In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be 
unconstitutional but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972, California voters added a “right to privacy” to the 
state constitution. Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted that “right to privacy” as a right to 
access abortion, allow minors to get an abortion without their parents’ permission and use public funding 
for abortions in the state’s Medicaid program. California now requires private health insurance plans to 
cover abortions and does not allow them to charge things such as co-pays or deductibles for the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion will remain legal in California prior to the viability of a fetus. 
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has vowed to make California a sanctuary for women who live in other 
states where abortion is outlawed or severely restricted. The number of women who travel to the state 
for abortions is expected to rise significantly.

What’s next: The state Legislature is considering 13 bills that would strengthen or expand access to 
abortion. The bills are based on a report from the Future of Abortion Council, which Newsom formed last 
year to study reproductive rights in California. They include proposals that would help pay for women 
from other states to come to California for abortions, ban enforcement of out-of-state civil judgments on 
California abortion providers and volunteers, and increase the number of people who can offer abortions 
by authorizing some nurse practitioners to perform the procedure without the supervision of a doctor. 
Lawmakers also plan to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that would explicitly 
guarantee the right to an abortion and contraceptives.

___
COLORADO
Political control: The Democrats who control the Colorado Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: A 1967 state law legalized abortion up to 16 weeks of pregnancy. Abortion has been ac-

cessible ever since, despite repeated legislative attempts and ballot initiatives to restrict or abolish the 
procedure. Colorado voters have consistently rejected such initiatives, the latest in 2020 that would have 
banned abortion during the third trimester of pregnancy. In 2022, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis signed a law 
placing the right to abortion in state statute. The law guarantees access to reproductive care before and 
after pregnancy and bans local governments from imposing their own restrictions. It also declares that 
fertilized eggs, embryos and fetuses have no independent rights. Abortion rights advocates plan a 2024 
ballot initiative to add abortion rights to the state constitution and repeal a 1980s constitutional amend-
ment that bans public funding for abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision won’t have any immediate impact on Colorado law -- but 
providers are preparing for a surge of out-of-state patients. Democratic House Majority Leader Daneya 
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Esgar says lawmakers must consider how to invest in a health care workforce to ensure Colorado has the 
capacity to meet that anticipated demand. Colorado’s health department reports there were 11,580 abor-
tions in the state in 2021; of those 14% were for non-residents. More than 900 of those non-residents 
were from Texas, Wyoming and Nebraska.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more patients from states surrounding Colorado will 
potentially seek care now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned. But the Texas law could induce more 
people to come. Oklahoma now has an early pregnancy abortion ban; Utah and Wyoming have trigger laws 
banning abortion now Roe is overturned; the Kansas Constitution protects abortion rights, but Republican 
lawmakers placed on an August primary ballot an initiative to overturn it.

___
CONNECTICUT
Political control: Democrats who control the Connecticut General Assembly support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Connecticut passed a law in 1990 giving women the legal right to abortion. Having passed 

with strong bipartisan support, it was lauded at the time for being a rare compromise between abortion 
rights advocates and opponents. It affirmed a woman’s unqualified right to an abortion “prior to viability 
of the fetus,” as well as later-term abortions “necessary to preserve the life and health of the pregnant 
woman.” It also repealed state laws predating Roe v. Wade that had made it a felony to have an abortion 
or to perform one and required that patients under 16 receive counseling about their options. This year, 
Gov. Ned Lamont signed legislation to protect medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal ac-
tions. The same law allows advanced practice registered nurses, nurse-midwives or physician assistants 
to perform aspiration abortions in the first 12 weeks of a pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, a Democrat, has vowed to 
challenge any attempt to nullify Connecticut’s abortion rights law. “Let’s not mince words. They will come 
for us,” Tong warned abortion rights supporters during a recent news conference. “We will fight that effort 
tooth-and-nail. Any court, any place, Connecticut will be there and will fight.” The state is already involved 
in major abortion cases across the country. And while Connecticut is surrounded by mostly pro-abortion 
states, it’s still bracing for out-of-state patients seeking abortions now that Roe has been overturned.

What’s next: Connecticut’s new law protecting abortion providers from other states’ bans takes effect 
on July 1. It creates a legal cause of action for providers and others sued in another state, enabling them 
to recover certain legal costs. It also limits the governor’s discretion to extradite someone accused of 
performing an abortion, as well as participation by Connecticut courts and agencies in those lawsuits. 
There’s discussion of possibly amending the state’s constitution to enshrine the right to abortion, making 
it more difficult to overturn, but that would be a multi-year process.

___
DELAWARE
Political control: Democrats control the governor’s office and both chambers of the legislature in Delaware 

and have taken several steps to ensure access to abortion.
Background: In 2017, Delaware became the first state following the election of President Donald Trump 

to codify the right to an abortion. A bill signed by Gov. John Carney, a Catholic, guarantees the unfettered 
right to an abortion before a fetus is deemed “viable.” The law defines viability as the point in a pregnancy 
when, in a physician’s “good faith medical judgment,” there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus can 
survive outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures. The law also allows 
abortion after fetal viability if, in a doctor’s “good faith medical judgment,” abortion is necessary for the 
protection of the woman’s life or health, or if there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus cannot survive 
without extraordinary medical measures. The law eliminated existing code restrictions on abortions, much 
of which had already been declared unenforceable by Delaware’s attorney general in 1973 following the 
Supreme Court rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In April of this year, Carney signed a bill allowing 
physician assistants and advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe abortion-inducing medications 
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including mifepristone and misoprostol.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “In Delaware, the privacy protections of Roe v. Wade are codified in state 
law, guaranteeing residents have access to legal abortion services even if Roe were to be undone at the 
federal level,” Democratic lawmakers noted earlier this month in unveiling legislation further broadening 
access to abortions. The bill, which is likely to pass before the end of June, allows physician assistants, 
certified nurse practitioners and nurse midwifes to perform abortions before viability. It also includes vari-
ous legal protections for abortion providers and patients, including out-of-state residents receiving abor-
tions in Delaware. Those provisions include protections from civil actions in other states relating to the 
termination of a pregnancy, and protecting individuals from extradition to other states for criminal charges 
related to terminating a pregnancy.

What’s next: According to state health officials, 2,042 abortions were performed in Delaware in 2019, 
with 1,765 involving Delaware residents and 277 involving nonresidents. Delaware is not likely to see a 
huge influx of women traveling from out of state to get abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned, given that 
neighboring Maryland and New Jersey also have liberal abortion-access laws. In neighboring Pennsylvania, 
where Republicans control both chambers of the Legislature, future abortion access could hinge on the 
outcome of this year’s gubernatorial contest.

___
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Political control: The local government in the nation’s capital is completely controlled by Democrats, with 

a Democratic mayor and the D.C. Council split between Democrats and nominal independent politicians, 
who are all, invariably, Democrats.

Background: Abortion is legal in the District of Columbia at all stages of pregnancy, a status that was 
upheld in the 1971 Supreme Court case United States v. Vuitch. However, the U.S. Congress has oversight 
power over D.C. laws and Congress has already banned the city from using local funds to pay for abor-
tions for women on Medicaid.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Elected officials in Washington, D.C., fear Congress could move to restrict 
abortion access, particularly if Republicans recapture the House of Representatives in midterm elections 
later this year. President Joe Biden could theoretically veto such a move, but that protection is subject to 
political calculations and is not guaranteed.

What’s next: Local officials have pledged defiance against any sort of Congressional move to restrict 
local abortion access. The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would declare Washington, D.C., a 
“sanctuary city” for those coming from states where abortion is banned. According to federal data, most 
of the women getting abortions in Washington already are coming from out of state. Those numbers 
could increase, particularly if new Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin moves to restrict abortion access in 
neighboring Virginia.

___
FLORIDA
Political control: Republicans control both chambers of the Florida Legislature and this year passed a ban 

on abortions after 15 weeks, which was signed into law by the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Abortion was legal in Florida until the 24th week of pregnancy, though lawmakers have 

been tightening access in recent years with bills requiring a one-day waiting period and requiring parents 
of a pregnant minor to be notified before an abortion can be provided. This year, in anticipation of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, the Legislature passed a ban on abortions after 
the 15th week, except to save the mother’s life, prevent serious injury or if the fetus has a fatal abnor-
mality. It does not allow for exemptions in cases where pregnancies were caused by rape or incest. Gov. 
Ron DeSantis called the legislation “the most significant protections for life that have been enacted in this 
state in a generation.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision places Florida’s 15-week ban on firm legal ground, at least 
under federal law. However, the legislation is already being challenged in state court on arguments that 
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it violates a guarantee of the right to privacy under the state constitution.

What’s next: Florida’s 15-week ban goes into effect on July 1, but challenges to that legislation are pend-
ing. Though only about 2% of Florida’s abortions take place after 15th week, abortion rights advocates 
have expressed concern over declining access to the procedure not only for Floridians but for residents 
from nearby Southern states where restrictions have historically been stricter than in Florida.

___
GEORGIA
Political control: Georgia has a Republican legislature and governor who support abortion restrictions, 

but all are up for election this November. Republicans are likely to retain legislative control, but there’s a 
possibility a Democrat could become governor.

Background: Georgia lawmakers in 2019 passed a law by one vote that would ban most abortions after 
about six weeks of pregnancy, when fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The measure is unlike other 
so-called “heartbeat” bills in that it also contains language designating a fetus as a person for certain 
state-law purposes such as income tax deductions and child support. A federal judge quickly put the law 
on hold, saying it was unconstitutional, and the state appealed to the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The 11th Circuit said it would wait to rule on the appeal pending a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in 
the Mississippi case.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The day the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Georgia’s attorney 
general asked the 11th Circuit to reverse the lower court’s ruling and allow the state’s abortion law to 
take effect. That same day, the 11th Circuit directed the parties to file briefs within three weeks address-
ing what effect, if any, the Supreme Court decision has on the Georgia appeal. If the law takes effect, it 
would ban the large majority of abortions that currently take place in Georgia – about 87%, according to 
providers. The change could happen in the middle of tightly contested races in Georgia for governor and 
U.S. Senate. Democratic U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock and challenger for governor Stacey Abrams say they 
want to secure abortion rights. Republican Senate challenger Herschel Walker and incumbent Republican 
Gov. Brian Kemp support restrictions.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers and candidates want Georgia to go further and ban abortion 
entirely, but Kemp is unlikely to call a special session before this November’s general election. Lawmakers 
are likely to consider further action when they return for their annual session in January. The Legislature 
or courts will have to sort out whether the provisions designating a fetus as a person are workable.

___
HAWAII
Political control: Hawaii’s governor is a Democrat and Democrats control more than 90% of the seats in 

the state House and Senate.
Background: Hawaii legalized abortion in 1970, when it became the first state in the nation to allow the 

procedure at a woman’s request. The state allows abortion until a fetus would be viable outside the womb. 
After that, it’s legal if a patient’s life or health is in danger. For many years, only licensed physicians could 
perform the procedure. Last year, the state enacted a law allowing advanced practice care nurses to carry 
out in-clinic abortions during the first trimester. This helps women on more rural islands who have been 
flying to Honolulu to obtain abortions because of doctor shortages in their communities. The law allows 
the nurses to prescribe medication to end a pregnancy and to perform aspiration abortion, a type of minor 
surgery during which a vacuum is used to empty a woman’s uterus.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Existing Hawaii law allows abortions, but Gary Yamashiroya, a spokes-
person for the state attorney general’s office, has said the attorney general was carefully considering 
measures Hawaii might take to protect and strengthen reproductive rights if Roe ended. “No matter the 
outcome, our state remains committed to reproductive freedom and choice,” he said.

What’s next: Political support for abortion rights is strong. Anti-abortion bills are rarely heard at the 
state Legislature. When they have been, they haven’t made it out of committee. Gov. David Ige issued 
a statement supporting abortion rights when the Supreme Court’s draft opinion overturning Roe leaked. 
“No matter what the Supreme Court decides, I will fight to ensure a woman’s right to choose in the State 
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of Hawaii,” he said. The Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women earlier this month said 72% of 
the state Senate and 53% of state House members signed a pledge supporting abortion rights.

___
IDAHO
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in the House and Senate and oppose access to abor-

tion, as does the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, Idaho passed a law gener-

ally allowing abortions in the first and second trimester up to viability at about 23 to 24 weeks. The law 
allows abortions after viability only to protect the mother’s life or in cases of nonviable fetuses. This year, 
lawmakers passed a Texas-style ban prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy and autho-
rizing family members to sue medical providers for performing an abortion. That law is on hold following 
a challenge by Planned Parenthood. The Idaho Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in August.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It triggers a 2020 Idaho law banning all abortions except in cases of re-
ported rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life, to take effect in 30 days. Under the law, the person 
performing the abortion could face a felony prosecution punishable by up to five years in prison. In cases 
of rape or incest, the law requires pregnant women to file a police report and provide a copy of the report 
to the provider prior to an abortion. If the Idaho Supreme Court upholds the state’s Texas-style abortion 
ban and Roe v. Wade is tossed aside, a medical provider who performs an abortion in Idaho could face a 
lawsuit and criminal charges.

What’s Next: Pregnant women seeking abortions will have to travel out of state; the nearest abortion 
providers would be in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. Planned Parenthood is renting space 
in the town of Ontario on the Idaho-Oregon border and says it’s preparing for an influx of patients seek-
ing abortions. Some Republican lawmakers in Idaho might propose new legislation in January to outlaw 
abortion pills and emergency contraception.

___
ILLINOIS
Political control: Illinois is overwhelmingly Democratic with laws providing greater access to abortion than 

most states. Democrats hold veto-proof supermajorities in the House and Senate, and the Democratic 
first-term governor seeking reelection this year, J.B. Pritzker, has promoted peaceful street protests to 
protect the constitutional right to an abortion.

Background: Abortion is legal in Illinois and can only be restricted after the point of viability, when a fetus 
is considered able to survive outside the womb. Medical science determines viability at 24 to 26 weeks, 
but the Illinois law does not specify a timeframe, saying a medical professional can determine viability in 
each case. Abortions are also allowed after viability to protect the patient’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It won’t change access to abortion in Illinois. After the Roe v. Wade 
decision in 1973, the Illinois Abortion Act of 1975 legalized abortion but enacted a “trigger law” that would 
reinstate the ban if Roe were overturned. That trigger law was repealed in 2017 in legislation that also 
required Medicaid and state employees’ group health insurance to cover abortions. The 2019 Reproductive 
Health Act replaced the 1975 law, large parts of which were never enforced because they were found to 
be unconstitutional.

What’s next: Like other states providing access to abortions, Illinois has seen a steady influx of patients 
crossing the state line for abortions in recent months and those numbers are expected to increase. Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois says it expects to handle an additional 20,000 to 30,000 patients in Illinois in the 
first year following the reversal of Roe.

___
INDIANA
Political control: Indiana has a Republican-dominated Legislature and a Republican governor in favor of 

restricting abortion access.
Background: Abortion in Indiana is legal up to about 20 weeks, with some provisions for medical emer-
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gencies. Before an abortion, patients must undergo an 18-hour waiting period. Medical providers must 
tell patients about the risks involved in abortion and must say the fetus can feel pain around 20 weeks, 
which is disputed. Providers must report complications related to abortion; failure to report can result in a 
misdemeanor, 180 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Federal courts have blocked several restrictions in Indiana, 
including an attempt to ban a common second-trimester abortion procedure and a law that would have 
required doctors to tell pregnant women about a disputed treatment to potentially stop a drug-induced 
abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: No immediate changes came from the decision, but the state’s Repub-
lican attorney general has asked federal judges to lift orders blocking several state anti-abortion laws. 
Those include one aimed at prohibiting abortions based on gender, race or disability, and another banning 
a common second-trimester abortion procedure that the legislation called “dismemberment abortion.”

What’s next: Republican legislative leaders said they expected lawmakers to act on tightening Indiana’s 
abortion laws during a special legislative session starting July 6 but gave no details about what restric-
tions would be considered. Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb called the Legislature into a special session to 
take up a tax refund proposal, although state law allows legislators to consider any subject. The session 
can last up to 40 days.

___
IOWA
Political control: Iowa’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion ac-

cess and a Republican governor who agrees and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Iowa allows most abortions until the 20th week of pregnancy, when they’re banned ex-

cept to save a patient’s life or prevent a substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily 
function. In 2018, the state Supreme Court declared access to abortion a “fundamental” right under the 
state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the U.S. Constitution. The state’s 
high court, now with a conservative majority, overturned that decision June 17, thus allowing a state law 
requiring a 24-hour waiting period to go into effect immediately. That requirement is being challenged in 
district court.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing is expected to change immediately in Iowa. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature has been working to get an amendment on the ballot in 2024 that would declare the state 
constitution does not grant a right to abortion but, with Roe overturned, Iowa lawmakers can ban abortion 
without completing that lengthy process.

What’s next: Now that the Iowa Supreme Court has struck down its 2018 ruling, the state Legislature 
can convene a special session this summer and pass abortion restrictions. Republicans could still move to 
get the constitutional amendment on a public ballot in 2024.

___
KANSAS
Political control: Kansas has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for re-election this year.
Background: Under current law, Kansas does not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, 

when they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or to prevent “a substantial and irreversible physical 
impairment of a major bodily function.” The state Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abor-
tion is a “fundamental” right under the state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights 
than the U.S. Constitution does currently. State law, however, doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion 
medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Kansas. The state Supreme Court 
blocked enforcement of a 2015 legislative ban on a common second-trimester procedure, and abortion 
opponents fear a host of other rules could fall to legal challenges in the near future. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature responded by putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot during the Aug. 2 primary, 
when turnout is expected to be much lower than in a general election and will likely see a higher propor-
tion of Republicans voting. The amendment would declare that the state constitution does not grant a 
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right to abortion. It would allow lawmakers to restrict abortion as much as the federal courts will allow .

What’s next: If voters approve the amendment, the Legislature would still have to approve the new 
restrictions, and lawmakers are out of session until January 2023. They can call themselves in to special 
session with two-thirds majorities, but they’re likely to wait until after voters decide in the November 
general election whether to give Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly a second term.

___
KENTUCKY
Political control: Republicans have a supermajority in the Kentucky Legislature and have been restricting 

abortion rights since the 2016 election over the vetoes of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who supports 
abortion rights and will seek a second term in 2023.

Background: Kentucky bans abortions after 20 weeks, but all abortion services were temporarily halted in 
April after the legislature imposed new restrictions and reporting requirements on the state’s two abortion 
clinics. The clinics, both in Louisville, said they suspended abortions because state officials hadn’t written 
guidelines on how to comply with the new law. Noncompliance could result in stiff fines, felony penalties 
and revocation of physician and facility licenses. Abortions resumed after a federal judge temporarily 
blocked key parts of the law, including a provision banning abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion services in Kentucky immediately became illegal under a “trigger 
law” enacted in 2019. The measure contains a narrow exception allowing abortion to prevent the death 
or permanent injury of a pregnant woman. Kentuckians will be able to vote this November on a proposed 
amendment declaring there is no right to an abortion in the state constitution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights activists say the suspension of abortion services in April foreshadowed what 
would happen in Kentucky and other Republican-leaning states if Roe v. Wade was overturned. It likely 
ends several legal challenges pending against other Kentucky abortion laws including a 2018 measure that 
abortion-rights supporters say would effectively ban a standard abortion method in the second trimester 
of pregnancy. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in March that Kentucky’s Republican attorney general, Daniel 
Cameron, can defend the measure that was struck down by lower courts.

___
LOUISIANA
Political control: Louisiana’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion 

access. Its Democratic and Catholic governor also opposes abortions, though he supports exceptions for 
victims of rape or incest.

Background: Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2020 stating that “a right to abortion and 
the funding of abortion shall not be found in the Louisiana Constitution.” Of the about 2 million people 
who voted, 62% approved the amendment. Abortion had been legal in Louisiana through the 19th week 
of pregnancy. After that, it was legal only if the fetus would die anyway or if continuing the pregnancy 
would threaten the mother’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Louisiana has a trigger law that immediately outlaws abortions. There is 
no exception for rape or incest. The only exception is if there is substantial risk of death or impairment to 
the woman. Earlier this week, Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, signed a bill updating various aspects 
of the law and subjecting abortion providers to up to 10 years in prison and fines up to $100,000. Edwards’ 
office said the bill allows the use of emergency contraception “for victims of rape and incest prior to when 
a pregnancy can be clinically diagnosed.”

Edwards signed another bill that would require the doctor to certify that a drug used for abortion was 
being prescribed for another medical reason. The bill makes it illegal to deliver abortion medication to a 
state resident “by mail-order, courier, or as a result of a sale made via the internet.”

What’s next: Louisiana’s three abortion clinics — in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Shreveport — were 
no longer providing abortions to patients as of Friday and instead are recommending pregnant patients 
seeking the procedure to go to states where it remains legal.

___
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MAINE
Political control: Both chambers of the Maine Legislature, which has adjourned, are controlled by Demo-

crats. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has vowed to protect the right to an abortion, saying she will “fight with 
everything I have to protect reproductive rights.”

Background: A Republican governor in 1993 signed a Maine law affirming the right to abortion before 
a fetus is viable. After that, abortion is only allowed if the life or health of the mother is at risk, or if the 
pregnancy is no longer viable. In 2019, lawmakers eliminated a physician-only rule and Mills signed it into 
law, allowing nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other medical professionals to perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change in Maine. Any attempt to restrict abortions when 
lawmakers reconvene next year would face fierce pushback. Abortion providers, meanwhile, said there 
could be an influx of patients seeking abortions from states that outlaw the procedure.

What’s next: Any major changes are unlikely unless former Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, unseats 
Mills and Republicans take control of both chambers of the Legislature in November. LePage, a Catholic 
who opposes abortion rights, has said it’s up to lawmakers to address the abortion issue as they see fit.

___
MARYLAND
Political control: Maryland’s legislature is controlled by Democrats who expanded abortion access this year 

by ending a restriction that only physicians can provide them and requiring most insurance plans to cover 
abortion care without cost. The legislature overrode Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of the bill in April.

Background: The right to abortion is protected in Maryland law. The state approved legislation in 1991 to 
protect abortion rights if the Supreme Court should ever restrict access. Voters approved the right in 1992 
with 62% of the vote. Maryland law prohibits restrictions on abortion prior to viability. Maryland does not 
have a gestational limit. After viability, clinicians make the determination, based on clinical standard of care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Maryland law.
What’s next: Maryland’s new law that will enable nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician as-

sistants to provide abortions with training is set to take effect July 1. However, $3.5 million in state fund-
ing to provide training isn’t mandated until fiscal year 2024. Hogan, who is term limited, has indicated he 
will not approve the money sooner. Some nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants 
already have received training on medication abortion and will be able to provide those services starting 
next month.

___
MASSACHUSETTS
Political control: The Democrats who control the Massachusetts Legislature support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor, although they differ on specific policies.
Background: Massachusetts once had a contentious relationship with abortion in part due to the powerful 

influence of the Catholic Church, which opposes it. In recent years, that influence has waned and Massa-
chusetts has become a strong supporter of abortion rights. In 2018, in anticipation of the conservative tilt 
on the U.S. Supreme Court, the state removed an 1845 abortion ban from its books that was not enforced. 
Two years later, Democratic state lawmakers clashed with Republican Gov. Charlie Baker — who says he 
supports access to abortion — over an effort to codify abortion rights into state law, allow abortions after 
24 weeks of pregnancy in cases where the child would not survive after birth, and lower from 18 to 16 
the age at which women could seek an abortion without consent from a parent or guardian. Lawmakers 
passed the bill — dubbed the Roe Act — over Baker’s veto.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Baker has vowed to fight to keep abortion legal in Massachusetts, but 
it is his last year in office. Both Democratic candidates for governor — state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and 
Attorney General Maura Healey — support abortion rights. Republican candidate Geoff Diehl said he be-
lieves in “the need to protect human life wherever and whenever possible.” Fellow GOP candidate Chris 
Doughty said he would “not seek any changes to our state’s abortion laws.”

What’s next: There is little chance Massachusetts will restrict abortion rights. Baker signed an executive 
order June 24 barring state agencies from assisting another state’s investigation into people or businesses 
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for receiving or delivering reproductive health services that are legal in Massachusetts. The state also 
won’t cooperate with extradition requests from states pursuing criminal charges against such individuals. 
The House of Representatives is expected to debate a bill later this week that is similar to the governor’s 
executive order. It would add protections into state law for individuals seeking abortions and providers so 
they would not be subject to actions taken by other states.

___
MICHIGAN
Political control: Both chambers of Michigan’s legislature are controlled by Republicans who want to ban 

or restrict abortion access, but the state’s Democratic governor supports access.
Background: A dormant 1931 law bans nearly all abortions in Michigan but it hasn’t been enforced since 

Roe v. Wade. The law made it a felony to use an instrument or administer any substance with the intent 
to abort a fetus unless necessary to preserve the woman’s life. It has no exceptions in cases of rape and 
incest. Anticipating that Roe could be overturned, Planned Parenthood of Michigan filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging Michigan’s ban. A state judge suspended the law in May, saying it violates the state’s constitution. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, hailed the decision.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The injunction granted in the Planned Parenthood case ensures that 
abortion does not immediately become illegal. Planned Parenthood of Michigan and other supporters hope 
the injunction indicates abortion rights in the state will be preserved. But in a statement to The Associated 
Press, Nessel’s office said “given the ongoing lawsuits, we cannot speculate what the state of abortion 
rights will be in Michigan” after Roe.

What’s next: Whitmer also filed suit asking the state’s Supreme Court to declare the 91-year-old law 
unconstitutional. It has not acted yet. Michigan abortion rights supporters hope to put the issue on ballots 
this fall. Their proposed constitutional amendment would affirm the right to make pregnancy-related deci-
sions without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive services such as birth control. 
The Reproductive Freedom for All committee needs to collect about 425,000 valid voter signatures by July 
11 to make the November ballot. The measure would become law if voters approved it. The issue also is 
expected to shape statewide elections — Whitmer and Nessel are both up for reelection in the fall — and 
legislative races.

___
MINNESOTA
Political control: The Minnesota Legislature is divided; Anti-abortion Republicans control the Senate and 

Democrats have the House, but the majorities are slim in both chambers, so control will be up for grabs 
in the November elections. Most legislative Democrats support abortion rights. Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
has said “no abortion ban will ever become law” while he’s governor. But he faces a challenge this year 
from Republican Scott Jensen, who opposes abortion rights.

Background: Abortion is legal in Minnesota up to the point of fetal viability, around the 24th week of 
pregnancy. The state has some restrictions, including a 24-hour waiting period with state-mandated coun-
seling, both parents generally must be notified prior to a minor getting an abortion, and only physicians 
can perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Minnesota because the state Supreme 
Court ruled in 1995 that the state constitution protects abortion rights. If Republicans take control of 
both chambers, they could put a constitutional amendment on the ballot as soon as 2024 to reverse that 
ruling, but it’s not clear yet if they would take that path. Minnesota governors can’t block constitutional 
amendments with vetoes. But amendments are hard to enact because they require the backing of most 
of the citizens voting in that election, not just those voting on the amendment. Leaving the ballot blank 
counts as a “no.”

What’s next: Providers are preparing for a surge in women coming from other states to get abortions. 
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said before the ruling that 
her organization was “fortifying” its delivery systems, including telemedicine. Dr. Sarah Traxler, the group’s 
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medical director, has said demand in Minnesota is expected to rise by up to 25%.

___
MISSISSIPPI
Political control: Republican Gov. Tate Reeves and leaders of the Republican-controlled Mississippi Leg-

islature have been working for years to chip away at abortion access.
Background: Mississippi already had a law banning most abortions at 20 weeks, although the state’s lone 

abortion clinic offered the procedure only through 16 weeks. The state tried to enact a law in 2018 to ban 
most abortions after 15 weeks. That law is the basis for the case that the Supreme Court has now used 
to overturn Roe v. Wade. A federal district judge blocked Mississippi’s 15-week law from taking effect in 
2018, and an appeals court agreed. The Supreme Court agreed to take the case in 2021. Justices heard 
arguments in December, with the Mississippi attorney general’s office saying the court should overturn 
Roe v. Wade. Mississippi has one abortion clinic, and it stops offering abortions at 16 weeks. Reeves was 
lieutenant governor in 2018, when Mississippi tried to enact the 15-week ban, and in 2019, when the state 
tried to enact a six-week ban. Mississippi law does not allow providers to dispense abortion medications 
through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
is expected to close by early July unless a judge blocks a trigger law. The clinic filed a lawsuit Monday 
challenging the 2007 law that bans most abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned. That law is set to take 
effect July 7. Abortions still would be allowed if the woman’s life is endangered by the pregnancy or if 
the pregnancy was caused by a rape that was reported to law enforcement. Any person who knowingly 
performs or attempts to induce an abortion, except the pregnant woman, could be punished by up to 10 
years in prison.

What’s next: Mississippi’s 2007 law says the state attorney general must publish a notice in a state 
administrative bulletin after the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. Mississippi’s ban on most 
abortions will take effect 10 days after that publication.

___
MISSOURI
Political control: Both GOP Gov. Mike Parson and the Republican-led Legislature support laws against 

abortion.
Background: Missouri law previously allowed abortions up until 22 weeks of pregnancy. But a 2019 state 

law banned abortions “except in cases of medical emergency,” contingent upon the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Under that Missouri law, performing an illegal abortion is a 
felony punishable by 5 to 15 years in prison, though women receiving abortions cannot be prosecuted.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 2019 law contained a provision making it effective upon notification 
by the attorney general, governor or Legislature that the U.S. Supreme Court had overruled Roe v. Wade. 
Moments after Friday’s Supreme Court decision, Attorney General Eric Schmitt and Gov. Mike Parson filed 
the necessary paperwork for Missouri’s law to kick in. State statutes were subsequently updated online 
Friday saying the abortion-ban law had taken effect.

What’s next: Some Missouri residents wanting abortions are likely to travel to neighboring states, includ-
ing Illinois and Kansas. A new Illinois logistics center near St. Louis helps women from out of state find 
travel, lodging and childcare if they need help getting to the area for an abortion, and it connects them 
with funding sources. The Kansas Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a “fundamen-
tal” right under the state constitution. Even without the ban in Missouri, the number of Missouri patients 
seeking abortions in Kansas has gone up in recent years, increasing about 8% from 2020 to 2021.

___
MONTANA
Political control: The Republicans who control the Montana Legislature and Republican Gov. Greg Gian-

forte want to limit access to abortion.
Background: Abortion used to be legal in Montana up until viability, or about 24 weeks of pregnancy, 
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but the state Legislature passed a bill in 2021 to reduce that to 20 weeks, arguing that is when the fetus 
can feel pain. That law, along with one that requires chemical abortions to be done with in-person medical 
supervision, are being challenged in court. A state judge temporarily blocked enforcement in October 2021 
while the challenges move through the courts. The state has asked the Montana Supreme Court to vacate 
that injunction and overturn a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion that found the state’s constitutional 
right to privacy guarantees a woman’s access to abortion care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The effect is unclear because of the unresolved legal challenges to the 
2021 state legislation. Montana does not have an abortion ban that was triggered when Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, but the Legislature could seek to further restrict access in the next session.

What’s next: The Montana Supreme Court will issue a decision on the preliminary injunction. The Mon-
tana Legislature also passed a referendum to ask voters this November whether they support a state 
law to require abortion providers to give lifesaving treatment to a fetus that is born alive after a botched 
abortion. Opponents argue federal law already offers those protections.

___
NEBRASKA
Political control: Nebraska has an officially nonpartisan legislature with a Republican majority, but not 

a super-majority that would let the party unilaterally pass an abortion ban. Democrats appear to have 
enough votes to block such a bill, but just one defector could swing the vote. Nebraska’s Republican gov-
ernor vehemently opposes abortion.

Background: Nebraska allows most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, although a few small 
towns have voted to outlaw the procedure within their borders. The state requires doctors to be physically 
present when patients take the first of two drugs that are used in medication abortions. Lawmakers have 
rejected attempts to allow abortion medications to be administered remotely, which would provide easier 
abortion access in rural areas.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ruling that lets states set their own abortion laws will trigger an im-
mediate push by Nebraska conservatives to ban the procedure, but it’s not clear whether they could do it 
this year. Unlike other conservative states, Nebraska doesn’t have a trigger law that automatically outlaws 
abortion. Gov. Pete Ricketts and other top Republicans have said they’ll seek a special legislative session, 
but it’s not clear whether they have enough votes to pass anything.

What’s next: If Ricketts calls a special session, attention will likely shift to state Sen. Justin Wayne, an 
Omaha Democrat who has declined to specify where he stands on abortion. Wayne was notably absent 
from a vote on the issue this year; his support would give Republicans the super-majority they need to 
enact a ban. He has struck deals with senators from both parties in the past. If a proposed abortion ban 
fails during a special session or if no special session is called, the issue will likely become a factor in the 
November election.

___
NEVADA
Political control: Nevada’s governor and state attorney general are Democrats who are up for reelection 

this year. Democrats control the state Senate and Assembly.
Background: Nevada voters enshrined the right to abortion in the state constitution in 1990. The law says 

a pregnancy can be terminated during the first 24 weeks, and after that to preserve the life or health of 
the pregnant person. It would take another statewide vote to change or repeal the law. Most Republican 
candidates for Congress, governor, state attorney general and other statewide posts say they oppose 
abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “Here in Nevada, overturning Roe would not be felt immediately,” state 
Attorney General Aaron Ford said in a position paper released after the draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
became public. Ford noted that a federal ban on abortion would supersede state law and said it would be 
naive not to recognize that some people want to ban abortions or make them more difficult to obtain. But 
he said his office will fight “attacks on abortion rights, rights to birth control access and rights for LGTBQ 
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people.” Gov. Steve Sisolak on June 28 signed an executive order protecting abortion patients and providers 
from prosecution by other states. State agencies are barred from assisting other states in investigations 
of people who come to Nevada from other states for abortions. The order also protects providers from 
discipline and having their license revoked.

What’s next: Anti-abortion advocates are not expected to focus on trying to repeal Nevada’s abortion law. 
But they will seek laws affecting waiting periods, mandatory counseling or requiring parental notification 
or consent. Melissa Clement, executive director of Nevada Right to Life, said she believes there is strong 
support for parental involvement.

___
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Political control: New Hampshire has a Republican governor and the GOP controls the 424-member 

Legislature. All face reelection this fall.
Background: Any abortion restrictions New Hampshire had on the books before Roe v. Wade were not 

enforced after the landmark 1973 ruling, and they were repealed altogether in 1997. The state had no 
restrictions until January, when a ban on abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy was enacted. In June, an 
exemption was added for cases in which the fetus has been diagnosed with “abnormalities incompatible 
with life.” Anticipating the Supreme Court action, Democrats this year tried unsuccessfully to enshrine 
abortion rights into state law and the state constitution. Gov. Chris Sununu calls himself pro-choice and 
says he is committed to upholding Roe v. Wade, but he also has boasted “I’ve done more on the pro-life 
issue than anyone.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in New Hampshire. The Legislature 
won’t return until fall, when there will be a one-day session to take up vetoed bills, and it would take a 
two-thirds majority vote to introduce new legislation then.

What’s next: The majority leader of the New Hampshire House has said the public should not expect 
Republicans in the Legislature to further tighten state abortion laws. But anti-abortion lawmakers who have 
filed bills in the past are expected to try again. Democrats are urging Sununu to call a special session of 
the Legislature to codify abortion rights into state law, but both he and Republican legislative leaders say 
there is no need.

___
NEW JERSEY
Political control: Democrats control both houses of the state Legislature and the governorship. Gov. Phil 

Murphy started his second consecutive term this year.
Background: Murphy ran for reelection on the promise that he would sign legislation to enshrine abortion 

rights into state law, and he fulfilled that promise in January. The measure also guaranteed the right to 
contraception and the right to carry a pregnancy to term. It stopped short of requiring insurance coverage 
for abortions, something advocates had sought. Instead, it authorizes the state Banking and Insurance 
Department to study the issue and possibly adopt regulations if a need is discovered. Under Murphy’s 
predecessor, Republican Chris Christie, state funds to women’s clinics, including Planned Parenthood, were 
slashed. Murphy restored those and has been a strong supporter of abortion rights. New Jersey doesn’t 
have any significant restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent or a mandatory waiting period.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Officials, including the governor, have said the end of Roe would not lead 
to any rollback of abortion services in the state. “Instead of hoping for the best, we prepared ourselves 
for the worst,” Murphy said in May, addressing reports of a leaked draft of a Supreme Court ruling.

What’s next: Murphy has proposed several abortion-related measures. On the Monday after the ruling, 
the Legislature began considering a pair of bills to expand abortion rights. One would allow the state to 
block extradition of someone facing a criminal charge in another state related to reproductive services 
obtained legally in New Jersey. Another clarifies that out-of-state residents may access abortion services 
in New Jersey, as well as allowing those facing liability judgments stemming from abortion services to 
countersue.

___
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NEW MEXICO
Political control: The Democrats who control the New Mexico Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor. Several conservative Democratic state senators who voted against 
the repeal of the abortion ban in 2019 were ousted from office in 2020 by more socially progressive pri-
mary challengers.

Background: In 2021, state lawmakers repealed a dormant 1969 statute that outlawed most abortion 
procedures as felonies, thus ensuring access to abortion even after the federal court rolled back guaran-
tees. Albuquerque is home to one of only a few independent clinics in the country that perform abortions 
in the third trimester without conditions. An abortion clinic in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, is just a mile 
from the state line with Texas and caters to patients from El Paso, western Texas and Arizona.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change in New Mexico now that the high 
court has overturned Roe v. Wade. It is unclear if Democrats, who control the state Legislature, will pur-
sue additional guarantees to abortion access when lawmakers convene in January. Possible avenues of 
legislative reform include enshrining abortion rights in the state constitution, which requires approval by 
voters. Abortion rights activists say the state’s equal rights amendment could be harnessed to guide more 
public funding for abortion-related programs. Raúl Torrez, the district attorney in Albuquerque and the 
Democratic nominee for attorney general, is urging lawmakers to take further steps to protect access to 
abortions, including protections for women coming from other states. The state Republican Party said it’s 
time to elect more anti-abortion candidates to the Legislature.

What’s next: The state can expect to continue to see a steady influx of people seeking abortions from 
neighboring states with more restrictive abortion laws. It already hosts patients from Texas and Oklahoma 
where among the strictest abortion bans in the country were introduced this year.

___
NEW YORK
Political control: The Democrats who control the New York Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in New York state since a 1970 law was passed by the Republican-

controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. The law allows abortions within 
the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or to preserve the mother’s life. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act removed 
abortion from the state’s criminal code, codified Roe v. Wade and allowed abortions after 24 weeks if a 
fetus isn’t viable or to protect the mother’s life or health. Lawmakers have passed laws extending legal 
protections for people seeking and providing abortions in New York.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Roe v. Wade protections are enshrined in state law. New York is plan-
ning to give abortion providers $35 million this year to expand services and boost security in anticipation 
of an influx of out-of-state people seeking abortions once any ruling comes down. It’s unclear how many 
more people from neighboring states could travel to New York to receive abortion care. New York had 252 
facilities providing abortions as of 2017, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization 
that supports abortion rights.

What’s next: Planned Parenthood and civil liberty groups are urging lawmakers to start the process of 
passing a constitutional amendment protecting access to abortion care in case a future Legislature repeals 
the state law.

___
NORTH CAROLINA
Political control: Republicans hold majorities in the state House and Senate, but the party lacks the 

margins to defeat a veto by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, a strong abortion-rights supporter. Since 2017, 
Cooper has vetoed a “born-alive” abortion measure and a bill prohibiting abortion based on race or a 
Down syndrome diagnosis. He can’t seek reelection in 2024 due to term limits.

Background: A 1973 North Carolina law that banned most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy is 
currently unenforceable after federal judges struck it down as unconstitutional in 2019 and 2021. Instead, 



Wednesday, June 29, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 357 ~ 27 of 88

Groton Daily Independent
abortions can be performed until fetal viability. A state law approved in 2015 provides for post-viability 
abortions only in a “medical emergency,” which means the woman would die or face a “serious risk” of 
substantial and irreversible physical impairment without the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 20-week ban could be 
restored. Legal experts say formal action would have to be taken to cancel the earlier court rulings striking 
it down. Republican legislative leaders late Friday asked state Attorney General Josh Stein, a Democrat 
and abortion rights supporter whose agency’s lawyers defended the 20-week law, to act. Otherwise, they 
said they would seek to intervene.

What’s next: Republican General Assembly leaders don’t plan to consider additional abortion restrictions 
during the soon-to-end legislative session, meaning a likely intensification of electoral efforts to gain the 
five additional seats the GOP needs to reach veto-proof margins come 2023. Cooper and other Democrats 
already are making abortion rights a key campaign pitch. Abortion politics are also expected to figure in 
two state Supreme Court seat elections in November. Republicans would gain a majority on the court if 
they win at least one of them.

___
NORTH DAKOTA
Political control: North Dakota has a legislature dominated by Republicans who want to ban abortion, 

and the GOP governor had hoped to see Roe v. Wade wiped off the books in favor of state’s rights.
Background: The state has passed some of the nation’s strictest abortion laws, including one that would 

have banned abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which can happen before a woman knows 
she is pregnant. The law never took effect because the state’s lone abortion clinic successfully challenged 
it in court. One failed Republican proposal would have charged abortion providers with murder with a 
maximum sentence of life in prison.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: North Dakota has a trigger law that will shut down the state’s sole 
abortion clinic in Fargo after 30 days. That 2007 state law makes it a felony to perform an abortion un-
less necessary to prevent the pregnant woman’s death or in cases of rape or incest. Violators could be 
punished with a five-year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine.

What’s next: The owner and operator of the Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo said she would explore 
all legal options to ensure abortion services are available in North Dakota. Should that fail, clinic leader 
Tammi Kromenaker plans to move across the river to Moorhead, Minnesota, where abortion has not been 
outlawed. Planned Parenthood says it can provide abortions in Moorhead until Kromenaker gets up and 
running.

___
OHIO
Political control: The Ohio Legislature is controlled by Republicans who support restricting or banning 

abortions, and the Republican governor backs those efforts. He is up for reelection this year against a 
former mayor who supports abortion rights.

Background: Before Friday’s ruling, Ohio did not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy; 
after that they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or when their health is seriously compromised. But 
the state imposes a host of other restrictions, including parental consent for minors, a required ultrasound, 
and in-person counseling followed by a 24-hour waiting period. Abortions are prohibited for the reason of 
a fetal Down syndrome diagnosis. Ohio also limits the public funding of abortions to cases of rape, incest 
or endangerment of the patient’s life. It limits public employees’ abortion-related insurance coverage and 
coverage through health plans offered in the Affordable Care Act health exchange to those same scenarios. 
Clinics providing abortions must comply with a host of regulations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal heartbeat became 
the law in Ohio hours after the ruling. Enforcement of Ohio’s 2019 “heartbeat” ban had been on hold for 
nearly three years under a federal court injunction. The state attorney general, Republican Dave Yost, 
asked for that to be dissolved because of the high court’s ruling, and U.S. Judge Michael Barrett agreed 
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hours later.

Two trigger bills are on hold in the Legislature, but a key legislative leader has said he anticipates need-
ing to write new legislation after the decision is reversed that more carefully reflects the actual ruling. 
That all but certainly would not happen until lawmakers return to the capital after the November election.

What’s next: Activists are considering how to help Ohioans get abortions elsewhere. They may also 
mount a statewide ballot initiative that would embed the right to an abortion in the state constitution, 
though that could not happen before next year. Abortion opponents are weighing strategies for imposing 
a statewide abortion ban.

___
OKLAHOMA
Political control: Republicans in Oklahoma have a supermajority in both chambers of the Legislature and 

a Republican governor up for reelection this year who has vowed to sign “every pro-life legislation that 
came across my desk.”

Background: Abortion services were halted in Oklahoma in May after Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a bill that 
prohibits all abortions with few exceptions. The ban is enforced by civil lawsuits rather than criminal pros-
ecution. Republican lawmakers have been pushing to restrict abortion in the state for decades, passing 
81 different restrictions since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It will have little practical effect given that abortions are no longer be-
ing provided in Oklahoma. Oklahoma also has a “trigger law” that outlawed abortion as soon as Roe was 
overturned.

What’s next: Given the fierce opposition to abortion from the governor and Legislature, Oklahoma will 
continue to prohibit the practice if states are given the option to do so. Meanwhile, abortion providers who 
had been operating in the state are taking steps to help patients seek abortions out of state, including 
coordinating funding for these women and developing a referral network of therapists to help address 
complications before or after a woman receives an abortion.

___
OREGON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Oregon Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: The Oregon Legislature passed a bill legalizing abortion in 1969. In 2017, Gov. Kate Brown 

signed into law a bill expanding health care coverage for reproductive services, including abortions, to 
thousands of Oregonians, regardless of income, citizenship status or gender identity. Oregon does not 
have any major abortion restrictions and it is legal at all stages of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The Guttmacher Institute has estimated that Oregon will experience a 
234% increase in women seeking abortions arriving from out of state, especially from Idaho. In March, 
Oregon lawmakers approved $15 million to expand abortion availability and pay for abortions and support 
services such as travel and lodgings for residents and out-of-state patients.

What’s next: Brown said after the draft Supreme Court decision was leaked that access to abortion is a 
fundamental right and that she will fight to ensure access to abortion continues to be protected by state 
law in Oregon. Democratic state lawmakers recently formed the Reproductive Health and Access to Care 
Work Group of providers, clinics, community organizations and legislators that will make recommenda-
tions for the 2023 legislative session and beyond. Recommendations may include proposals to protect, 
strengthen, and expand equitable access to all forms of reproductive care.

___
PENNSYLVANIA
Political control: Republicans who control the Pennsylvania Legislature are hostile to abortion rights, but 

the state’s Democratic governor is a strong supporter and has vetoed three GOP-penned bills in five years 
that would have added restrictions beyond the state’s 24-week limit. The race for governor this year could 
tilt that balance.

Background: Abortion is legal in Pennsylvania under decades of state law, including a 1989 law that was 
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challenged all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. That produced the landmark Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey ruling that affirmed the high court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion nationwide, 
but also allowed states to put certain limits on abortion access.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Gov. Tom Wolf has vowed to protect access to abortion for the remainder 
of his time in office, through January. Running to replace him is the state’s Democratic attorney general, 
Josh Shapiro, who supports abortion rights, and Republican state Sen. Doug Mastriano, who has said 
he supports banning abortion altogether, with no exceptions. The Legislature is expected to remain in 
Republican hands next year.

What’s next: Legislation to outlaw abortion after the detection of a fetal heartbeat — which can happen 
at six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant — has passed a House committee and is 
awaiting a floor vote. The state Supreme Court is considering a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood and 
other abortion providers aiming to overturn a 1982 law that bans the use of state dollars for abortion, 
except in cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. In response, Republican lawmakers are 
advancing a proposed amendment that would declare there is no constitutional right to an abortion in 
Pennsylvania or to public funding for an abortion.

___
RHODE ISLAND
Political control: The Democrats who control Rhode Island’s General Assembly support access to abor-

tion, as does the Democratic governor.
Background: Rhode Island’s governor signed legislation in 2019 to enshrine abortion protections in case 

the U.S. Supreme Court overturned its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade. The law says the state will not re-
strict the right to an abortion prior to fetal viability or after if necessary to protect the health or life of the 
pregnant woman. It repealed older laws deemed unconstitutional by the courts. The Rhode Island Supreme 
Court upheld the 2019 law in May, just two days after the Supreme Court draft opinion was leaked sug-
gesting that a majority of the justices were prepared to overturn Roe. Abortion opponents had argued 
the law violates the state constitution. In 2020, there were 2,611 abortions in Rhode Island, according to 
the state health department.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Rhode Island’s attorney general believes the 2019 Reproductive Privacy 
Act will continue to protect access to abortion. Planned Parenthood Votes! Rhode Island also said abortion 
will remain legal regardless of the decision because the right was codified in state law.

What’s next: On the Monday after the Supreme Court decision, Rhode Island’s Democratic governor 
said he will sign an executive order to shield abortion providers in the state from lawsuits by anti-abortion 
activists in other states. McKee’s office didn’t have a date for the signing, but said the governor wants to 
act as soon as possible. Two of his opponents in September’s Democratic primary for governor, Secretary 
of State Nellie Gorbea and Matt Brown, had urged McKee to sign such an order. They also want state 
lawmakers to return for a special session to add abortion coverage to Rhode Island’s Medicaid program 
and to the insurance coverage for state employees. Legislative leaders said they plan to address abortion 
coverage next year because it has financial implications and wasn’t included in this year’s budget.

___
SOUTH CAROLINA
Political control: South Carolina has a Republican governor, and its General Assembly is dominated by the 

GOP. However, the party doesn’t quite have the two-thirds majority in either chamber needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles or a veto if a Democrat wins the 2022 gubernatorial election.

Background: In 2021, South Carolina passed the “Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” that 
requires doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect a fetal heartbeat if they think a pregnant woman is at 
least eight weeks along. If they find a heartbeat, they can only perform an abortion if the woman’s life is in 
danger, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law is currently tied up in a federal lawsuit.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: After the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, a federal judge al-
lowed the state to begin enforcing the 2021 law. Planned Parenthood and others dropped their lawsuit, 
but the organization said it would continue to perform abortions in South Carolina under the parameters 
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of the new law.

What’s next: The South Carolina General Assembly’s regular session ended in May, but Republican 
leaders had agreed they could return for a special session to take up more restrictive abortion bills if the 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. They have yet to announce a special session, despite Friday’s 
ruling. Some Republican lawmakers have opposed a complete abortion ban, especially without exceptions 
for victims of rape and incest.

___
SOUTH DAKOTA
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in both Statehouse chambers. Republican Gov. Kristi 

Noem is up for reelection this year and has been an ardent opponent of abortion rights.
Background: Under current law, South Dakota bans abortions after the 22nd week of pregnancy. The 

state has only one clinic that regularly provides abortions, a Planned Parenthood facility in Sioux Falls. 
The legislature has worked over the years to make it more difficult for women to get abortions, passing 
mandatory waiting periods and requiring them to review and sign paperwork that discourages them from 
ending their pregnancies.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: South Dakota has a trigger law that immediately banned abortions except 
if the life of the pregnant woman is at risk.

What’s next: Noem has said she planned to call a special session to craft laws for the new legal land-
scape if Roe v. Wade was overturned. She hasn’t commented on specific legislation, but lawmakers have 
floated proposals that would make it more difficult for women to seek an abortion out of state. However, 
South Dakota voters rejected outright bans in 2006 and 2008, and abortion rights advocates are preparing 
for a similar referendum on abortion access. An outright ban on abortions could eventually be challenged 
through a citizen-initiated ballot measure.

___
TENNESSEE
Political control: Tennessee has a Republican governor who is consistently vocal about his opposition to 

abortion. The GOP holds a supermajority in the state legislature and has steadily chipped away at abor-
tion access.

Background: In 2020, Tennessee passed a law banning most abortions when the fetal heartbeat can be 
detected at about six weeks, before many women know they’re pregnant. The measure has never been 
enforced because it was promptly blocked by a federal court. On June 28, a federal appeals court let 
it take effect. Tennessee voters approved an amendment in 2014 declaring that the state’s constitution 
doesn’t protect or secure the right to abortion or require the funding of an abortion, and empowering 
state lawmakers to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding abortion.” State law also doesn’t allow 
providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine consultations. There are six abortion 
providers in Tennessee.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state’s attorney general, a Republican, has said a trigger law will go 
into effect in mid-August that bans all abortions in Tennessee except when necessary to prevent death 
or “serious risk of substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors could be 
charged with a felony for providing an abortion under the law.

What’s next: Tennessee’s attorney general has said the trigger law will take precedence over the 2020 
law banning most abortions at about six weeks. Meanwhile, Republicans are expected to continue to have 
supermajority control after this year’s midterm elections. Reproductive rights activists say they will direct 
patients seeking abortion to clinics in Illinois if Roe v. Wade is overturned, or to Florida, which would ban 
abortions at 15 weeks. North Carolina and Virginia also could be options for women in eastern Tennessee.

___
TEXAS
Political control: The GOP has commanding majorities in the Texas Legislature and has controlled every 

statewide office for nearly 30 years. Republican Gov. Greg Abbott is up for reelection in November and 
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is favored to win a third term.

Background: Texas has given the nation a preview of the landscape of abortion access without the protec-
tions enshrined in Roe v. Wade. A new Texas law banning most abortions after about six weeks — before 
many women know they are pregnant — took effect in September and makes no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. Because of how Republicans wrote the law, which is enforceable only through lawsuits 
filed by private citizens against doctors or anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion, Texas has es-
sentially outmaneuvered decades of Supreme Court precedent governing a women’s constitutional right 
to an abortion. State data shows the number of abortions performed in Texas’ roughly two dozen clinics 
fell by half in the five months after the law came into effect compared to the same period a year earlier.

Effect of the Supreme Court ruling: Texas had more than 40 abortion clinics in 2012 before a decade 
of Republicans chipping away at abortion access began forcing providers to close. Without Roe v. Wade, 
Texas plans to ban virtually all abortions 30 days after the Supreme Court issues its judgment in the case, 
which could take about a month. Abortions would only be allowed when the patient’s life is in danger or 
if they are at risk of “substantial impairment of a major bodily function.”

What’s next: Many Texas women have already traveled out of state for abortions since the law took 
effect, but they would likely have to travel much farther now that Roe is overturned as more states out-
law abortion. Some Republican lawmakers also want to punish companies that help their Texas-based 
employees get abortions elsewhere, although it’s unclear how much support that idea will have when the 
Legislature returns in 2023.

___
UTAH
Political control: Utah is deeply conservative and the Legislature is controlled by a Republican superma-

jority.
Background: The state has been restricting abortion for years, including a ban after 18 weeks passed in 

2019 that’s now blocked in court. The following year, lawmakers passed a “trigger law” that would outlaw 
nearly all abortions if Roe v. Wade was overturned.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The trigger law banning nearly all abortions became enforceable Friday 
evening, after the legislative general counsel certified the Supreme Court ruling to lawmakers. It does have 
narrow exceptions for rape and incest if those crimes are reported to law enforcement, and for serious 
risk to the life or health of the mother, as well as confirmed lethal birth defects.

What’s next: Utah law makes performing an abortion a felony punishable by up to 15 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. While it’s aimed primarily at providers, lawmakers have acknowledged that a woman 
who self-administers an abortion, including through medication, could potentially face charges.

___
VERMONT
Political control: The Vermont Legislature is controlled by Democrats, but Republican Gov. Phil Scott is 

a firm supporter of abortion rights.
Background: Vermont has a 2019 law guaranteeing the right to an abortion and voters will consider a 

proposal in November to amend the state constitution to protect abortion rights. Also in 2019, the Ver-
mont Legislature began the process of amending the constitution to protect abortion rights, known as the 
Reproductive Liberty Amendment or Proposition 5. Vermont’s proposed amendment does not contain the 
word “abortion.” Proponents say that’s because it’s not meant to authorize only abortion but also would 
guarantee other reproductive rights such as the right to get pregnant or access birth control. Opponents 
say vague wording could have unintended consequences that could play out for years. Lawmakers ap-
proved the proposed amendment in February, leading the way for a statewide vote.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Vermont.
What’s next: Vermont voters will cast ballots in November to decide if the state will amend its constitu-

tion to protect abortion rights.
___
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VIRGINIA
Political control: Virginia has a Republican governor who says he would support new state-level restric-

tions on abortion. Gov. Glenn Youngkin said Friday that he will seek legislation to ban most abortions after 
15 weeks. Youngkin told The Washington Post he has asked four antiabortion Republican lawmakers to 
draft the legislation. He told the Post that a cutoff at 20 weeks might be necessary to build consensus in 
the divided Virginia legislature, where Republicans control the House and Democrats control the Senate. 
Youngkin generally supports exceptions to abortion restrictions in cases of rape, incest or when the life 
of the mother is in danger.

Background: In recent years, when Democrats were in full control of state government, lawmakers rolled 
back abortion restrictions. They ended strict building code requirements on facilities where abortions are 
performed and did away with requirements that a patient seeking an abortion undergo a 24-hour waiting 
period and ultrasound. Advocates said the changes would make Virginia a haven for abortion access in 
the South. Republican victories in the November elections shook up the state’s political landscape, but 
Senate Democrats defeated several measures that would have limited abortion access during the 2022 
legislative session.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change to abortion laws in Virginia now that 
Roe v. Wade has been overturned. Some abortion providers expect to see an uptick in patients seeking 
care in Virginia from neighboring states with “trigger laws” that would ban abortion.

What’s next: The future of abortion access is Virginia is murky. Senate Democrats say they intend to 
continue blocking attempts to roll back abortion access, though they control the chamber by the narrow-
est possible margin and have one caucus member who personally opposes abortion and says he is open 
to new restrictions. Republicans also have a narrow hold on the House, with several moderate members. 
Every seat in the General Assembly will be on the ballot in 2023.

___
WASHINGTON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Washington Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. An-

other ballot measure approved by voters in 1991 declared a woman’s right to choose physician-performed 
abortion prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe 
v. Wade was overturned. And in 2018, the Legislature passed a measure that would require Washington 
insurers offering maternity care to also cover elective abortions and contraception. Earlier this year, Gov. 
Jay Inslee signed a measure that grants specific statutory authorization for physician assistants, advanced 
registered nurse practitioners and other providers acting within their scope of practice to perform abortions. 
Supporters say the move is designed to help meet the demand from the potential influx of out-of-state 
patients. That same measure also prohibits legal action by Washington state against people seeking an 
abortion and those who aid them.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state “will use every available tool to protect and preserve Washing-
tonians’ fundamental right to choose, and protect the rights of anyone who wants to come here to access 
reproductive health care,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a Democrat. Data from the Washington 
state Department of Health from 2020 shows that of the 16,909 abortions performed in the state that 
year, 852 involved non-residents. The majority of those people came from neighboring states such as 
Idaho and Oregon.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more non-resident patients will potentially seek care in 
Washington now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, but the increase will likely be in the thousands, 
said Jennifer Allen, CEO of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The state has more than 30 in-person 
abortion clinics, though the vast majority are in western Washington along the Interstate 5 corridor.

___
WEST VIRGINIA
Political control: West Virginia has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict 
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access to abortions. Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, opposes abortion access and has signed two anti-
abortion laws since taking office in 2017.

Background: Prior to the Supreme Court ruling, West Virginia law banned abortion after the 20th week 
of pregnancy unless a patient’s life is in danger or they face “substantial and irreversible physical impair-
ment of a major bodily function.” The state has several other abortion restrictions that include: requiring 
patients seeking abortions to wait 24 hours after undergoing legislatively mandated counseling that is 
designed to discourage a woman from ending a pregnancy; requiring minors to get parental permission; 
banning the use of telemedicine to administer a medication abortion; and prohibiting abortions on the 
grounds that the child will be born with a disability.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: West Virginia’s only abortion clinic announced after the Supreme Court’s 
ruling that it would immediately halt abortion services out of concern that staff could be prosecuted under 
a state law banning abortion that dates back to the 1800s. Charleston-based Women’s Health Center of 
West Virginia Executive Director Katie Quinonez said it would be “impossible” for the clinic to continue 
performing abortions with such a law on the books. Under that law, providers who perform abortions can 
face felony charges and three to 10 years in prison, unless the abortion is conducted to save a patient’s 
life. The law makes no exceptions for rape or incest. In 2018, West Virginia voters approved a constitutional 
amendment to declare patients do not have the right to abortion and banning state funding for abortions.

What’s next: State officials have not said formally how the 19th century abortion ban will be enforced. 
Abortion is addressed in numerous statutes in West Virginia state code, including the 20-week ban passed 
in 2015 that acknowledges the right to abortion access in the state. State Senate President Craig Blair and 
Speaker of the House Roger Hanshaw, both Republicans, said legislative attorneys are reviewing each 
statute on the books “to determine how they apply” in light of the high court’s decision. No lawmakers 
have commented on whether they intend to outlaw medication abortion. The governor has said he will 
not hesitate to call the Legislature into a special session if the state’s abortion law needs to be clarified. 
Quinonez said while her clinic is not currently performing abortions, it will remain open to continue to 
provide reproductive care, such as birth control and diagnosis, and to treat sexually transmitted diseases. 
She said the clinic will help women travel to other states for abortions through its abortion fund.

___
WISCONSIN
Political control: Wisconsin has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Wisconsin has allowed most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy to save the health 

or life of the mother. A woman seeking an abortion must meet with a counselor and doctor before ob-
taining an abortion and wait at least 24 hours before having it done. Anyone under age 18 must have an 
adult relative over age 25 with them to obtain an abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, it is presumed that a state 
law passed in 1849 making an abortion a felony offense could go into effect, and doctors have halted 
procedures. However, Wisconsin’s Democratic attorney general argues that the law is so old that it’s unen-
forceable. The language allows a woman to legally destroy her own fetus or embryo and grants immunity 
if an abortion is needed to save a woman’s life and is performed at a hospital. Another state law, passed 
in 1985, prohibits abortions performed after a fetus reaches viability -- when it could survive outside the 
womb -- conflicting with the 1849 ban.

What’s next: Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul filed a lawsuit June 28 against Republican leaders of 
the state Legislature, arguing that the 1849 abortion ban conflicts with a 1985 law that prohibits abortion 
either after 20 weeks or at the point of fetal viability. His lawsuit says the 1985 law should take prece-
dence. Republican lawmakers are expected to attempt to clarify the 19th century law during next year’s 
legislative session to ensure a ban is in place, even as that issue is being argued in the courts. Lawmakers’ 
efforts would be stymied if Democratic Gov. Tony Evers wins reelection. Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, a 
Republican, said he supports a rape exception to an abortion ban, but also said the overturning of Roe 
could prompt Republican lawmakers to consider other reproductive issues, such as contraception.
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___
WYOMING
Political control: Wyoming has one of the most Republican legislatures in the U.S. and a long tradition of 

libertarian-type if not always social or religious conservatism. That may be changing. In March, Republican 
Gov. Mark Gordon signed into law a bill that would ban abortion in nearly all instances should the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade.

Background: Current Wyoming law allows abortions up to when a fetus might be able to survive on its 
own outside its mother’s body. The law does not specify when that happens, but it is generally considered 
to be at around 23 weeks into pregnancy. Wyoming currently doesn’t allow abortions after then except to 
protect the mother from substantial risk to her life or health. Wyoming Republicans have traditionally taken 
a hands-off approach to abortion but have proven more willing to limit the practice lately. The number of 
Democrats in the Legislature has dwindled from 26 in 2010 to just nine out of 90 total seats now. A 2021 
law requires physicians to provide lifesaving care to any aborted fetus born alive.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The new state law that bans abortion only provides exceptions in cases 
of rape or incest or to protect the mother’s life or health, not including psychological conditions. Though 
Wyoming has no abortion clinics, abortions still occur. Ninety-eight took place in Wyoming in 2021, ac-
cording to state officials.

What’s next: A planned women’s health clinic in Casper that would have been the only one offering 
abortions in the state was on track to open in mid-June but an arson fire May 25 delayed those plans by 
around six months. Clinic founder Julie Burkhart said Friday that, despite the ruling, she still plans to open 
the clinic and will continue to seek legal means to keep abortion legal in Wyoming. Police continue to look 
for a suspect in the arson investigation, and have offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to an 
arrest.

Noem taps impeachment prosecutor to replace attorney general
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem has appointed the lead prosecutor in the Senate 

impeachment trial of former Attorney General Jason Ravnsborg to fill the remainder of Ravnsborg’s term.
Noem’s interim appointment of Pennington County State’s Attorney Mark Vargo was effective Tuesday.
She pushed for Ravnsborg, a first-term fellow Republican, to step down days after he struck and killed a 

pedestrian with his car in 2020, and later pushed for his impeachment. Ravnsborg was ultimately convicted 
last week of two impeachment counts and was removed from office.

“Mark Vargo returns integrity, experience and stability to the Attorney General’s Office,” Noem said in 
a statement.

Vargo will serve until January, when the winner of the November election is sworn in. Marty Jackley, the 
Republican nominee and Ravnsborg’s predecessor, has Noem’s endorsement. Jackley served as the state’s 
attorney general for about a decade and the state’s U.S. attorney for three years.

Ravnsborg was removed from office last week after the Senate heard testimony about his conduct in 
the September 2020 crash that killed Joseph Boever, who was struck as he walked along a rural highway. 
Ravnsborg had announced shortly before his impeachment trial that he would not seek a second term. 
The Senate also voted to prohibit him from holding public office again.

Ravnsborg appeared before a state ethics board Monday to press for an investigation of Noem, the 
person he blames for his impeachment.

As attorney general, Ravnsborg last year filed a pair of complaints against Noem to the state’s Govern-
ment Accountability Board alleging she abused the powers of her office by interfering in a state agency as 
it evaluated her daughter’s application for a real estate appraiser license and by misusing state airplanes.

The board, which is comprised of retired judges, has not decided whether to investigate Noem, who is 
running for reelection after a first term in which she has gained national prominence in her party and is 
widely considered to be a White House aspirant in 2024.
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Third person pleads not guilty to kidnap, carjacking in SD

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A third person accused of kidnapping an FBI employee and taking his car in 
South Dakota has pleaded not guilty to federal charges.

Lourdes Bonilla, 23, made her initial appearance before federal Magistrate Judge Daneta Wollmann last 
Friday when she entered the plea to kidnapping, carjacking and brandishing a firearm during a violent crime.

Twenty-four-year-old Juan Francisco Alvarez-Sorto and 27-year-old Deyvin Morales also pleaded not guilty 
to the charges earlier this month. All three were indicted in May.

According to the indictment, the defendants kidnapped FBI victim specialist Curt Lauinger while he was 
working near Red Shirt on May 6. They are accused of taking the victim’s car by force and showing a rifle 
during the crime.

The indictment accuses the defendants of aiding and abetting each other in committing the alleged crimes.
A trial date of Aug. 16 has been set.

Pelosi receives Communion in Vatican amid abortion debate
By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press
ROME (AP) — U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi met with Pope Francis on Wednesday and received 

Communion during a papal Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica, witnesses said, despite her position in support of 
abortion rights.

Pelosi attended the morning Mass marking the feasts of St. Peter and St. Paul, during which Francis 
bestowed the woolen pallium stole on newly consecrated archbishops. She was seated in a VIP diplomatic 
section and received Communion along with the rest of the congregants, according to two people who 
witnessed the moment.

Pelosi’s home archbishop, San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, has said he will no longer allow 
her to receive the sacrament in his archdiocese because of her support for abortion rights. Cordileone, a 
conservative, has said Pelosi must either repudiate her support for abortion or stop speaking publicly of 
her Catholic faith.

Pelosi has done neither. She called the recent Supreme Court ruling removing constitutional protections 
for abortion an “outrageous and heart-wrenching” decision that fulfils the Republican Party’s “dark and 
extreme goal of ripping away women’s right to make their own reproductive health decisions.”

And she has spoken openly of her Catholic faith, including at a diplomatic reception at the residence of 
the U.S. Embassy to the Holy See on Tuesday evening marking Independence Day.

Speaking to a crowd of ambassadors, Vatican officials and other Rome-based Americans, Pelosi spoke 
about the Catholic virtues of faith, hope and charity and the important role they play in the U.S. Embassy’s 
mission.

“Faith is an important gift, not everyone has it but it is the path to so many other things,” she told the 
crowd.

Pelosi met with Francis on Wednesday before the Mass and received a blessing, according to one of the 
Mass attendees.

While Francis presided over the Mass, he did not distribute Communion himself and Pelosi received the 
sacrament from one of the many priests who distributed it. From the time he was archbishop in Buenos Aires, 
Francis has rarely distributed Communion, precisely to prevent the sacrament from becoming politicized.

Last year, President Joe Biden, another Catholic who also supports abortion rights, said after meeting 
with Francis that the pontiff told him to continue receiving the sacrament. Biden later received Communion 
during a Mass in a Rome church that is under the authority of Francis as bishop of Rome.

Pelosi’s partaking of the sacrament inside the Vatican during a Mass presided over by the pope was even 
more significant, and a sign of Francis’ unwillingness to refuse the sacrament. Francis has described the 
Eucharist as “not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak.”

Asked about some U.S. bishops who wanted to refuse Biden the sacrament, Francis told reporters during 
an airborne press conference in September that priests shouldn’t be politicians and condemn their flock 
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but should be pastors who accompany the faithful with tenderness and compassion.

Aide: Trump dismissed Jan. 6 threats, wanted to join crowd
By MARY CLARE JALONICK, FARNOUSH AMIRI, ERIC TUCKER and MICHAEL BALSAMO Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Donald Trump rebuffed his own security’s warnings about armed protesters in 

the Jan. 6 rally crowd and made desperate attempts to join his supporters as they marched to the Capitol, 
according to dramatic new testimony before the House committee investigating the 2021 insurrection.

Cassidy Hutchinson, a little-known former White House aide, described an angry, defiant president who 
was trying that day to let armed protesters avoid security screenings at a rally that morning to protest 
his 2020 election defeat and who later grabbed at the steering wheel of the presidential SUV when the 
Secret Service refused to let him go to the Capitol.

And when the events at the Capitol spiraled toward violence, with the crowd chanting to “Hang Mike 
Pence,” she testified Tuesday that Trump declined to intervene.

Trump “doesn’t think they’re doing anything wrong,” Hutchinson recalled hearing from her boss, White 
House chief of staff Mark Meadows.

Hutchinson’s explosive, moment-by-moment account of what was happening inside and outside the 
White House offered a vivid description of a Republican president so unwilling to concede his 2020 elec-
tion defeat to Democrat Joe Biden that he acted out in rage and refused to stop the siege at the Capitol. 
It painted a damning portrait of the chaos at the White House as those around the defeated president 
splintered into one faction supporting his false claims of voter fraud and another trying unsuccessfully to 
put an end to the violent attack.

Her testimony, at a surprise hearing announced just 24 hours earlier, was the sole focus at the hearing, 
the sixth by the committee this month. The account was particularly powerful because of her proximity 
to power, with Hutchinson describing what she witnessed first-hand and was told by others in the White 
House.

Hutchinson said that she was told Trump fought a security official for control of the presidential SUV on 
Jan. 6 and demanded to be taken the Capitol as the insurrection began, despite being warned earlier that 
day that some of his supporters were armed.

The former aide said that she was told of the altercation in the SUV immediately afterward by a White 
House security official, and that Bobby Engel, the head of the detail, was in the room and didn’t dispute the 
account at the time. Engel had grabbed Trump’s arm to prevent him from gaining control of the armored 
vehicle, she was told, and Trump then used his free hand to lunge at Engel.

That account was quickly disputed on Tuesday, however. Engel, the agent who was driving the presidential 
SUV, and Trump security official Tony Ornato are willing to testify under oath that no agent was assaulted 
and Trump never lunged for the steering wheel, a person familiar with the matter said. The person would 
not discuss the matter publicly and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

As the events of Jan. 6 unfurled, Hutchinson, then a special assistant to Meadows, described chaos 
in White House offices and hallways. Trump’s staff — several of whom had been warned of violence 
beforehand — became increasingly alarmed as rioters at the Capitol overran police and interrupted the 
certification of Biden’s victory.

Trump was less concerned, she said, even as he heard there were cries in the crowd to “Hang Mike 
Pence!” Hutchinson recalled that Meadows told aides that Trump “thinks Mike deserves it.” The president 
tweeted during the attack that Pence didn’t have the courage to object to Biden’s win as he presided over 
the joint session of Congress.

The young ex-aide was matter-of-fact in most of her answers. But she did say that she was “disgusted” 
at Trump’s tweet about Pence during the siege.

“It was unpatriotic, it was un-American, and you were watching the Capitol building get defaced over a 
lie,” Hutchinson said, adding that, “I still struggle to work through the emotions of that.”

Trump denied much of what Hutchinson said on his social media platform, Truth Social. He called her a 
“total phony” and “bad news.”
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Members of the panel praised Hutchinson’s bravery for testifying and said that other witnesses had been 

intimidated and did not cooperate.
“I want all Americans to know that what Ms. Hutchinson has done today is not easy,” said Wyoming Rep. 

Liz Cheney, a Republican who led questioning.
Some of Hutchinson’s former colleagues, too, dcfended her account. Mick Mulvaney, who preceded 

Meadows as Trump’s chief of staff, tweeted that he knows Hutchinson and “I don’t think she is lying.” 
Sarah Matthews, a former Trump press aide who has also cooperated with the committee, called the 
testimony “damning.”

As she described the scene in the White House after the election, Hutchinson depicted a president 
flailing in anger and prone to violent outbursts. Some aides sought to rein in his impulses. Some did not.

At one point on Jan. 6, Hutchinson said, White House counsel Pat Cipollone barreled down the hallway 
and confronted Meadows about rioters breaching the Capitol. Meadows, staring at his phone, told the 
White House lawyer that Trump didn’t want to do anything, she said.

Earlier, Cipollone had worried out loud that “we’re going to get charged with every crime imaginable” if 
Trump went to the Capitol after his speech at the rally, Hutchinson recalled.

Before the crowd left for the Capitol, Hutchinson said she also received an angry call from House Re-
publican leader Kevin McCarthy, who had just heard the president say he was coming. “Don’t come up 
here,” McCarthy told her, before hanging up.

Hutchinson told the panel that Trump had been informed early in the day that some of the protesters 
outside the White House had weapons. But he responded that the protesters were “not here to hurt me,” 
Hutchinson said.

She quoted Trump as directing his staff, in profane terms, to take away the metal-detecting magnetom-
eters that he thought would slow down supporters who were gathering for his speech on the Ellipse, in 
back of the White House. In a clip of an earlier interview with the committee, she recalled the president 
saying words to the effect of: “I don’t f-in’ care that they have weapons.”

As a White House insider, Hutchinson told stories of a raging president who was unable to acknowledge 
his defeat. At the beginning of December, she said, she heard noise inside the White House around the 
time an Associated Press article was published in which Attorney General William Barr said the Justice 
Department had not found evidence of voter fraud that could have changed the election’s outcome.

She said she entered a room to find ketchup dripping down a wall and broken porcelain. The president, 
it turned out, had thrown his lunch at the wall in disgust over the article. Trump denied it in his social 
media posts.

In the days before the attack, Hutchinson said she was “scared, and nervous for what could happen” 
on Jan. 6 after having conversations with Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani, Meadows and others.

Meadows told Hutchinson that “things might get real, real bad,” she said. Giuliani told her it was going 
to be “a great day” and “we’re going to the Capitol.”

Eventually, both men would seek pardons related to what happened that day, Hutchinson said. A person 
familiar with the matter denied that Meadows had ever sought a pardon. The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity.

Hutchinson had already provided a trove of information to congressional investigators, sitting for four 
interviews with the panel behind closed doors. She detailed meetings in the runup to the insurrection 
where challenges to the election were debated and discussed at the White House, including with several 
Republican lawmakers.

NATO chief: Alliance faces biggest challenge since WWII
By JILL LAWLESS, JOSEPH WILSON and SYLVIE CORBET Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — NATO leaders sought Wednesday to turn an urgent sense of purpose triggered by 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine into action — and to patch up any cracks in their unity to overcome what the 
alliance’s chief called its biggest crisis since World War II.
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Russia’s invasion of its neighbor shattered Europe’s peace and drove NATO to pour troops and weapons 

into eastern Europe on a scale not seen since the Cold War. Members of the alliance have also sent billions 
in military and civilian aid to Ukraine.

The 30 NATO leaders meeting in Madrid will hear directly from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
who is likely to ask them to do even more when he addresses the gathering by video link. And NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg acknowledged the alliance is “in the midst of the most serious security 
crisis we have faced since the Second World War.”

U.S. President Joe Biden, whose country provides the bulk of NATO’s military power, said the summit 
would send “an unmistakable message ... that NATO is strong and united.”

“We’re stepping up. We’re proving that NATO is more needed now than it ever has been,” said Biden. 
He announced a hefty boost in America’s military presence in Europe, including a permanent U.S. base in 
Poland, two more Navy destroyers based in Rota, Spain, and two more F35 squadrons to the U.K.

But strains among NATO allies have also emerged as the cost of energy and other essential goods has 
skyrocketed, partly because of the the war and tough Western sanctions on Russia. There also are ten-
sions over how the war will end and what, if any, concessions Ukraine should make to stop the fighting.

Money could also be a sensitive issue — just nine of NATO’s 30 members currently meet the organiza-
tion’s target of spending 2% of gross domestic product on defense.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, whose country does hit the target, urged NATO allies “to dig deep 
to restore deterrence and ensure defense in the decade ahead.”

The war has already triggered a big increase in NATO’s forces in eastern Europe, and allies are expected 
to agree at the summit to boost the strength of the alliance’s rapid reaction force nearly eightfold, from 
40,000 to 300,000 troops, by next year. The troops will be based in their home nations, but dedicated to 
specific countries on NATO’s eastern flank, where the alliance plans to build up stocks of equipment and 
ammunition.

Stoltenberg said NATO was undertaking “the biggest overhaul of our collective defense since the end 
of the Cold War.”

The leaders are also set to publish NATO’s new Strategic Concept, its once-a-decade set of priorities 
and goals.

The last such document, in 2010, called Russia a “strategic partner.” Now, the alliance is set to declare 
Moscow its No. 1 threat. The document will also set out NATO’s approach on issues from cybersecurity 
to climate change — and the growing economic and military reach of China.

For the first time, the leaders of Japan, Australia, South Korea and New Zealand are attending the sum-
mit as guests, a reflection of the growing importance of Asia and the Pacific region.

Stoltenberg said China was not NATO’s adversary, but posed “challenges to our values, to our interest 
and to our security.”

Biden was due to hold a rare meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol on the sidelines of the summit, focused on North Korea’s nuclear program.

The summit opened with one problem solved, after Turkey agreed Tuesday to lift its opposition to Sweden 
and Finland joining NATO. In response to the invasion, the two Nordic nations abandoned their long-held 
nonaligned status and applied to join NATO as protection against an increasingly aggressive and unpre-
dictable Russia — which shares a long border with Finland.

NATO operates by consensus, and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan threatened to block the 
Nordic pair, insisting they change their stance on Kurdish rebel groups that Turkey considers terrorists.

After urgent top-level talks with leaders of the three countries, alliance Secretary Stoltenberg said the 
impasse had been cleared.

Turkey hailed Tuesday’s agreement as a triumph, saying the Nordic nations had agreed to crack down on 
groups that Ankara deems national security threats, including the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, which is also 
considered a terrorist group by the U.S. and the EU, and its Syrian extension. It said they also agreed “not 
to impose embargo restrictions in the field of defense industry” on Turkey and to take “concrete steps on 
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the extradition of terrorist criminals.”

Stoltenberg said leaders of the 30-nation alliance will issue a formal invitation Wednesday to the two 
countries to join. The decision has to be ratified by all individual nations, but he said he was “absolutely 
confident” Finland and Sweden would become members.

Stoltenberg said he expected the process to be finished “rather quickly,” but did not set a time on it.

San Antonio migrant deaths lead to slow effort to ID victims
By PAUL WEBER, FABIOLA SÁNCHEZ and MARK STEVENSON Associated Press
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Victims have been found with no identification documents at all and in one case 

a stolen ID. Remote villages lack phone service to reach family members and determine the whereabouts 
of missing migrants. Fingerprint data has to be shared and matched by different governments.

More than a day after the discovery of a stifling trailer in San Antonio where 51 migrants who died were 
abandoned in the sweltering heat, few identities of the victims have been made public, illustrating the 
challenges authorities face in tracing people who cross borders clandestinely.

By Tuesday afternoon, medical examiners had potentially identified 34 of the victims, said Bexar County 
Commissioner Rebeca Clay-Flores, who represents the district where the truck was abandoned. Those 
identities were not yet confirmed pending additional steps, such as fingerprints, and she described it as 
a challenge with no timeline on when the process might be finished.

“It’s a tedious, tedious, sad, difficult process,” she said.
The bodies were discovered Monday afternoon on the outskirts of San Antonio in what is believed to 

be the nation’s deadliest smuggling episode on the U.S.-Mexico border. More than a dozen people were 
taken to hospitals, including four children. Three people have been arrested.

The tragedy occurred at a time when huge numbers of migrants have been coming to the U.S., many 
of them taking perilous risks to cross swift rivers and canals and scorching desert landscapes. Migrants 
were stopped nearly 240,000 times in May, up by one-third from a year ago.

With little information about the victims, desperate families of migrants from Mexico and Central America 
frantically sought word of their loved ones.

Among the dead, 27 are believed to be of Mexican origin based on documents they were carrying, 
according to Rubén Minutti, the Mexico consul general in San Antonio. Several survivors were in critical 
condition with injuries such as brain damage and internal bleeding, he said. About 30 people had reached 
out to the Mexican Consulate looking for loved ones, officials said.

Guatemala’s foreign ministry said late Tuesday that it had confirmed two hospitalized Guatemalans and 
was working to identify three possible Guatemalans among the dead. Honduras’ foreign relations ministry 
said it was working to confirm the identities of four people who died in the truck and carried Honduran 
papers.

Eva Ferrufino, spokeswoman for Honduras’ foreign ministry, said her agency is working with the Honduras 
consulate in south Texas to match names and fingerprints and complete identifications.

The process is painstaking because among the pitfalls are fake or stolen documents.
Mexico’s foreign affairs secretary identified two people Tuesday who were hospitalized in San Antonio 

on Tuesday morning. But it turned out that one of the identification cards he shared on Twitter had been 
stolen last year in the southern state of Chiapas.

Haneydi Antonio Guzman, 23, was safe and sound in a mountain community more than 1,300 miles 
(2,092 kilometers) away from San Antonio on Tuesday when she began receiving messages from family 
and friends. There is no phone signal there, but she has internet access.

Journalists started showing up at her parents’ home in Escuintla -- the address on her ID that was stolen 
and found in the truck — expecting to find her worried relatives.

“That’s me on the ID, but I am not the person that was in the trailer and they say is hospitalized,” she 
said.

“My relatives were contacting me worried, asking where I was,” Antonio Guzman said. “I told them I 
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was fine, that I was in my house and I clarified it on by (Facebook page).”

Foreign Affairs Secretary Marcelo Ebrard deleted the original tweet identifying her without further com-
ment. The other hospitalized victim Ebrard identified Tuesday turned out to be accurate.

In the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca, municipal officials in San Miguel Huautla were traveling to 
the community of 32-year-old José Luis Guzmán Vásquez late Tuesday to find out if his mother wanted to 
travel to San Antonio to be with him in the hospital.

Manuel Velasco López, San Miguel Huautla’s municipal secretary, said that another cousin had been 
traveling with Guzmán Vásquez and was now considered missing.

Yet another cousin, Alejandro López, told Milenio television that their family worked in farming and con-
struction and that they migrated because “we don’t have anything but weaving hats, palms and handicrafts.”

“Growing corn, wheat and beans is what we do in this region and that leads to a lot of our people emi-
grating and going to the United States,” he said.

Miguel Barbosa, the governor of neighboring Puebla state, set off a scramble for information in the town 
of Izucar de Matamoros on Tuesday when he said publicly that two of the dead hailed from there.

In the heavily migrant town, everyone was asking themselves if their friends or neighbors were among 
the dead found in the freight truck in Texas. Rumors abounded, but the city government said no dead 
had been confirmed from Izucar.

But going to the United States is such a tradition that most youths here at least consider it.
“All of the young people start to think about going (to the U.S.) as soon as they turn 18,” said migrant 

activist Carmelo Castañeda, who works with the nonprofit Casa del Migrante. “If there aren’t more visas, 
our people are going to keep dying.”

Migrants typically pay $8,000 to $10,000 to be taken across the border and loaded into a tractor-trailer 
and driven to San Antonio, where they transfer to smaller vehicles for their final destinations across the 
United States, said Craig Larrabee, acting special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations in 
San Antonio.

Conditions vary widely, including how much water passengers get and whether they are allowed to carry 
cellphones, Larrabee said.

Authorities think the truck discovered Monday had mechanical problems when it was left next to a rail-
road track in an area of San Antonio surrounded by auto scrapyards that brush up against a busy freeway, 
said Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff.

San Antonio has been a recurring scene of tragedy and desperation in recent years involving migrants 
in semitrailers.

Ten migrants died in 2017 after being trapped inside a truck parked at a San Antonio Walmart. In 2003, 
the bodies of 19 migrants were found in a sweltering truck southeast of the city. More than 50 migrants 
were found alive in a trailer in 2018, driven by a man who said he was to be paid $3,000 and was sen-
tenced to more than five years in prison.

Other tragedies have occurred before migrants reached the U.S. In December, more than 50 died when 
a semitrailer rolled over on a highway in southern Mexico. In October, Mexican authorities reported finding 
652 migrants packed into six trailers stopped at a military checkpoint near the border.

During a vigil held Tuesday evening in the rain at a San Antonio park, many of the more than 50 people 
who attended expressed sadness, frustration and anger at the deaths and what they described as a bro-
ken immigration system.

Back in Puebla, farmer Juan Sánchez Carrillo, 45, was sickened when he heard the news of the deaths 
in Texas.

He himself narrowly escaped death, when he and his friends ran away from dozing migrant rustlers in 
the mountains near Otay Mesa near San Diego. The criminals — who Sanchez Carrillo believes were in 
cahoots with smugglers who brought him over the border — pointed rifles at the group of 35 migrants 
and threatened to kill them unless they came up with $1,000 each.

“For the smugglers, we the migrants are not human,” Sánchez Carrillo said. “For them we are no more 
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than merchandise.”

Hong Kong in limbo 25 years after British handover to China
By ZEN SOO Associated Press
HONG KONG (AP) — When the British handed Hong Kong to Beijing in 1997, it was promised 50 years 

of self-government and freedoms of assembly, speech and press that are not allowed on the Communist-
ruled Chinese mainland.

As the city of 7.4 million people marks 25 years under Beijing’s rule on Friday, those promises are wear-
ing thin. Hong Kong’s honeymoon period, when it carried on much as it always had, has passed, and its 
future remains uncertain, determined by forces beyond its control.

Before the handover, many in Hong Kong worried that life would change when Beijing took over. Thou-
sands rushed to obtain residency elsewhere and some moved abroad. For the first decade or so, such 
measures looked overly dramatic – this bustling bastion of capitalism on China’s southern coast appeared 
to keep its freedoms, and the economy was booming.

In recent years, Beijing has been expanding its influence and control. Those moves appeared to be has-
tened by mass pro-democracy protests in 2014 and 2019. Now, schools must provide lessons on patriotism 
and national security, and some new textbooks deny Hong Kong was ever a British colony.

Electoral reforms have ensured that no opposition lawmakers, only those deemed to be “patriots” by 
Beijing, are in the city’s legislature, muting once lively debates over how to run the city. China has installed 
John Lee, a career security official, as the successor to Chief Executive Carrie Lam.

Freedom of the press has come under attack and pro-democracy newspapers openly critical of the 
government, such as Apple Daily, have been forced to close. Its publisher Jimmy Lai has been jailed.

Hong Kong also has banned annual protests marking China’s June 4, 1989, crackdown on the pro-
democracy movement centered on Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, with authorities citing pandemic precau-
tions. The city’s tourism and businesses are reeling from its adherence to stringent COVID-zero policies 
enforced on the mainland.

Alex Siu, a building services engineer, was born in Hong Kong and only left in 2020 — his parents had 
ensured he’d have the option by getting him a British National Overseas passport years earlier.

Siu moved to Manchester, England, with his girlfriend after getting fed up both with Hong Kong’s work 
environment and the political situation. He’s homesick for the food, friends and family, but isn’t planning 
to go back.

“I believe there is no hope because the government holds absolute power,” Siu said of the deteriorating 
political freedoms in Hong Kong. “Us little citizens, we don’t have much power to oppose them or change 
the situation.”

Kurt Tong, former U.S. consul general to Hong Kong and managing partner of consultancy The Asia 
Group, said the changes reflect growing dissatisfaction in Beijing with the freewheeling semi-autonomous 
region. The consternation deepened when some of the millions of Hong Kong residents who marched 
in peaceful pro-democracy protests in 2019 stormed the city’s legislative complex and at times violently 
clashed with police.

“The things that China found irritating about Hong Kong started to become more prominent, and the 
things that it found attractive about Hong Kong started to be less prominent, and friction built up over 
time,” he said.

Beginning in 2020, the authorities launched a crackdown on political dissent, arresting dozens of activ-
ists and imprisoning them for unauthorized assembly, despite provisions guaranteeing freedom for such 
gatherings under Hong Kong’s Basic Law, the city’s constitution.

John Burns, an honorary professor of politics and public administration at the University of Hong Kong, 
was skeptical that Beijing would ever allow Hong Kong full democracy or universal suffrage, goals enshrined 
in the Basic Law at the time of the 1997 handover.

“Hong Kong was going to become part of a local government of an authoritarian country ruled by a 
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Leninist party. How could it be a Western-style parliamentary democracy?” Burns said in an interview.

The authorities cracked down and moved to stamp out dissent to help restore stability after the months 
long 2019 protests, he noted.

“But this is a brittle stability based on the imposition of the law and the arrest of pan-democratic lead-
ers and jailing them, chasing them out,” he said, and many in Hong Kong still support the pro-democracy 
movement even if they are silent for now.

“We’re in a kind of hellish place. Hong Kong is not part of the system and therefore it can’t bargain that 
way, (but at the same time) we are not free. We are in this hybrid middle ground,” Burns added. “The 
party has never had to rule a place like Hong Kong, so it’s learning to as it goes.”

Former Democratic Party chairwoman and ex-lawmaker Emily Lau says she is disappointed with the 
changes but not surprised. “When you deal with a communist regime, you shouldn’t be expecting anything. 
Nothing should surprise you,” Lau said.

She’s focused on Hong Kong’s future. The city remains distinct from the mainland, she said. Her friends 
and colleagues may be imprisoned, but she can visit them and they can choose their own lawyers — rights 
usually denied political prisoners in China.

“I know it’s very difficult. But I think we owe it to ourselves and to future generations to do the best 
we can to fight for our core values, which are human rights, democracy, rule of law and personal safety, 
and social justice,” she said.

Chan Po-ying, 66, whose longtime partner and fellow pro-democracy activist Leung Kwok-hung — better 
known by his nickname “Long Hair,” is serving a nearly 2-year prison sentence and awaiting a hearing on 
national security related charges, says she is pressing on.

“I have persevered for a long period of time, I believe that I should not give up so easily, especially 
during this difficult time,” Chan said “The government and the law have granted these rights to us (under 
the Basic Law).”

In May, during an election for Hong Kong’s new chief executive, Chan and several others held a small 
protest to demand universal suffrage. On June 4 this year, the anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
massacre, Chan together with two others, stood on a street in silent protest, dressed in black and wearing 
white face masks with black “x’s” taped across them.

However, with security tight ahead of Friday’s ceremonies marking the 25th anniversary of the handover, 
Chan put out a message to Hong Kong media saying she and her group would not stage a protest.

After being summoned for a “chat” by state security police, they decided “on that day, we cannot con-
duct any sort of protest activity,” she said.

Gas lines and scuffles: Sri Lanka faces humanitarian crisis
By BHARATHA MALLAWARACHI and PAUL WISEMAN Associated Press
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Chamila Nilanthi is tired of all the waiting. The 47-year-old mother of two 

spent three days lining up to get kerosene in the Sri Lankan town of Gampaha, northeast of the capital 
Colombo. Two weeks earlier, she spent three days in a queue for cooking gas -- but came home with none.

“I am totally fed up, exhausted,’’ she said. “I don’t know how long we have to do this.’’
A few years ago Sri Lanka’s economy was growing strongly enough to provide jobs and financial security 

for most. It’s now in a state of collapse, dependent on aid from India and other countries as its leaders 
desperately try to negotiate a bailout with the International Monetary Fund.

What’s happening in this South Asian island nation of 22 million is worse than the usual financial crises 
seen in the developing world: It’s a complete economic breakdown that has left ordinary people struggling 
to buy food, fuel and other necessities and has brought political unrest and violence.

“It really is veering quickly into a humanitarian crisis,’’ said Scott Morris, a senior fellow at the Center for 
Global Development in Washington.

Such disasters are more commonly seen in poorer countries, in sub-Saharan Africa or in war-torn Af-
ghanistan. In middle-income countries such as Sri Lanka they are rarer but not unheard of: 6 million 
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Venezuelans have fled their oil-rich home country to escape a seemingly unending political crisis that has 
devastated the economy.

Indonesia, once touted as an “Asian Tiger’’ economy, endured Depression-level deprivation in the late 
1990s that led to riots and political unrest and swept away a strong man who’d held power for three de-
cades. The country now is a democracy and a member of the Group of 20 biggest industrial economies.

Sri Lanka’s crisis is largely the result of staggering economic mismanagement combined with fallout from 
the pandemic, which along with 2019 terrorism attacks devastated its important tourism industry. The 
COVID-19 crisis also disrupted the flow of payments home from Sri Lankans working abroad.

The government took on big debts and slashed taxes in 2019, depleting the treasury just as COVID-19 
hit. Sri Lanka’s foreign exchange reserves plummeted, leaving it unable to pay for imports or defend its 
beleaguered currency, the rupee.

Ordinary Sri Lankans -- especially the poor -- are paying the price. They wait for days for cooking gas 
and petrol -- in lines that can extend more than 2 kilometers (1.2 miles). Sometimes, like Chamila Nilanthi, 
they go home with nothing.

Eleven people have died so far waiting for gasoline. The latest was a 63-year-old man found dead inside 
his vehicle on the outskirts of Colombo. Unable to get gasoline, some have given up driving and resorted 
to bicycles or public transportation to get around.

The government has closed urban schools and some universities and is giving civil servants every Friday 
off for three months, to conserve fuel and allow them time to grow their own fruit and vegetables.

Food price inflation is running at 57%, according to government data, and 70% of Sri Lankan house-
holds surveyed by UNICEF last month reported cutting back on food consumption. Many families rely on 
government rice handouts and donations from charities and generous individuals.

Unable to find cooking gas, many Sri Lankans are turning to kerosene stoves or cooking over open fires.
Affluent families can use electric induction ovens for cooking, unless the power is out. But most Sri 

Lankans can’t afford those stoves or higher electric bills.
Sri Lankans furious over fuel shortages have staged protests, blocked roads and confronted police. Fights 

have broken out when some try to jump ahead in fuel lines. Police have attacked unruly crowds.
One night last week, a soldier was seen assaulting a police officer at a fuel station in a dispute over 

gasoline distribution. The police officer was hospitalized. The police and military are separately investigat-
ing the incident.

The crisis is a crushing blow to Sri Lanka’s middle class, estimated to account for 15% to 20% of the 
country’s urban population. Until it all came apart, they enjoyed financial security and increasing standards 
of living.

Such a reversal is not unprecedented. In fact, it looks like what happened to Indonesia in the late 1990s.
The U.S. Agency for International Development -- which runs aid projects for poor countries -- was 

preparing to close up shop in the Indonesian capital Jakarta; the country didn’t seem to need the help. 
“As one of the Asian Tigers, it had worked its way off the aid list,’’ recalls Jackie Pomeroy, an economist 
who worked on a USAID project in the Indonesian government before joining the World Bank in Jakarta.

But then a financial crisis -- triggered when Thailand suddenly devalued its currency in July 1997 to com-
bat speculators -- swept across East Asia. Plagued by widespread corruption and weak banks, Indonesia 
was hit especially hard. Its currency plummeted against the U.S. dollar, forcing Indonesian companies to 
cough up more rupiahs to pay back dollar-denominated loans.

Businesses closed. Unemployment soared. Desperate city dwellers returned to the countryside where 
they could grow their own food. The Indonesian economy shrank more than 13% in 1998, a Depression-
level performance.

Desperation turned to rage, and demonstrations against the government of Suharto, who’d ruled In-
donesia with an iron fist since 1968. “It very quickly rolled into scenes of political unrest,’’ Pomeroy said. 
“It became an issue of political transition and Suharto.’’ The dictator was forced out in May 1998, ending 
autocratic rule.
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Although they live in a democracy, many Sri Lankans blame the politically dominant Rajapaksa family for 

the disaster. “It’s their fault, but we have to suffer for their mistakes,” said Ranjana Padmasiri, who works 
as a clerk at a private firm.

Two of the three top Rajapaksas have resigned — Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa and Basil Rajapaksa, 
who was finance minister. Protestors have been demanding that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa also step 
down. They’ve camped outside his office in Colombo for more than two months.

Resignation, Padmasiri said, isn’t enough. “They can’t get away easily,’’ he said. “They must be held 
responsible for this crisis.’’

$30B from Russian oligarchs frozen under REPO seizure effort
By FATIMA HUSSEIN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A multinational task force designed to seize Russian oligarchs’ wealth has blocked 

and frozen $30 billion in sanctioned individuals’ property and funds in its first 100 days in operation, the 
Treasury Department reported Wednesday.

That’s on top of the yachts, other vessels and luxury real estate that have been impounded as well as 
$300 billion in Russian Central Bank funds that have been immobilized, the department said.

“We continue to increase Russia’s cost of its war,” Treasury said of the REPO task force, short for Russian 
Elites, Proxies and Oligarchs.

The program is designed to drain Russia of its resources as President Vladimir Putin continues his inva-
sion of Ukraine, but civil rights advocates have raised concerns about potential overreach.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and Attorney General Merrick Garland convened the REPO task force in 
March in conjunction with a number of other countries, which work together to investigate and prosecute 
oligarchs and other individuals allied with Putin. The European Commission has set up its own Freeze and 
Seize Task Force to work in conjunction with the REPO group.

The collective has worked to impound bank accounts, assets and properties. For instance, earlier this 
month, the U.S. announced sanctions on God Nisanov, one of the richest men in Europe, and Alexey Mor-
dashov, one of Russia’s wealthiest billionaires, along with his wife and two adult children.

“REPO members will continue to track Russian sanctioned assets and prevent sanctioned Russians from 
undermining the measures that REPO members have jointly imposed,” Treasury said.

With sanctions increasing, there are growing concerns that seizures are being carried out on non-Americans 
outside of the judicial review process, with big consequences for sanctioned individuals who may not be 
able to challenge the seizures.

Attorney Tom Firestone, who specializes in international investigations for business clients, said seizures 
“can have consequences for innocent people who have nothing to do with the war — we need to be care-
ful not to penalize innocent people.”

“We’ve seen a tremendous expansion of the sanctions,” Firestone said. “The U.S. government is going 
after a variety of targets. There is a lot of uncertainty about where it is all going.”

The American Civil Liberties Union has contested bills — including the House-passed Asset Seizure for 
Ukraine Reconstruction Act — that would make seizure of Russian assets easier for the government.

The government said that in a wartime environment that has spawned a worldwide food crisis “we are 
seeking to maximize the impact of sanctions on designated persons and entities while guarding against 
spillover that affects global commodities markets and food supplies.”

EU countries approve climate measures after long talks
By SAMUEL PETREQUIN Associated Press
BRUSSELS (AP) — European Union countries reached a deal following hard-fought talks that dragged 

into early Wednesday to back stricter climate rules that would eliminate carbon emissions from new cars 
by 2035.

The 27 EU members found agreement on draft legislation aimed at slashing EU greenhouse gases by at 
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least 55% in 2030 compared with 1990 rather than by a previously agreed 40%.

“A long but good day for climate action: The council’s decisions on Fitfor55 are a big step towards de-
livering the EU Green Deal,” said Frans Timmermans, the European Commission vice-president in charge 
of the Green Deal, after the meeting of environment ministers in Luxembourg.

The agreement on the five laws proposed by the EU’s executive arm last year paves the way for final 
negotiations with the European Parliament. EU lawmakers are backing ambitious bloc-wide targets. final 
approval of the legislative package requires the Parliament to resolve differences with the bloc’s national 
governments over various details.

“The council is now ready to negotiate with the European Parliament on concluding the package, thereby 
placing the European Union more than ever in the vanguard of fighting climate change,” said Agnès Pannier-
Runacher, the French Minister for the energy transition.

The decision to introduce a 100% CO2 emissions reduction target by 2035 for new cars and vans would 
effectively prohibit the sale in the 27-nation bloc of new cars powered by gasoline or diesel.

Europe’s leading clean transport campaign group, Transport and Environment, said the EU government’s 
agreement was “historic” as it “breaks the hold of the oil industry over transport.”

“It’s game over for the internal combustion engine in Europe,” the group said.
Greenpeace was more skeptical, saying the 2035 deadline is too late to limit global warming to below 

1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit).
The deal poses a mighty challenge for German automakers, who have long relied on sales of increasingly 

big, gas-guzzling vehicles for their profits.
Following intense haggling within the three-party government, particularly between the environmentalist 

Greens and the pro-business Free Democrats, German officials voted in favor of the compromise overnight.
The German government said the deal will also see the Commission make a proposal that will allow cars 

which run exclusively on climate neutral e-fuels to continue to be sold after 2035.
“This is a huge step forward and steers the transport sector onto the path of climate neutrality,” Envi-

ronment Minister Steffi Lemke, a member of the Greens, said. By declaring that only cars and light utility 
vehicles which emit no CO2 can be sold from 2035, “we are sending a clear signal that we need to meet 
the climate targets. This gives the car industry the planning security it needs.”

The EU wants to drastically reduce gas emission from transportation by 2050 and promote electric cars, 
but a report from the bloc’s external auditor showed last year that the bloc is lacking the appropriate 
charging stations. Transportation accounts for about 25% of all greenhouse gas emissions in the EU,

In addition to the landmark agreement on cars, the package also features a reform of the EU’s carbon 
market and the creation of a social climate fund to help vulnerable households cope with the planned 
clean-energy revamp. That issue has become more politically sensitive as Russia’s war in Ukraine has sent 
fuel prices soaring.

The overall goal is to put the EU on track to become climate-neutral in 2050 and to prod other major 
polluters, including the United States and China, to follow suit.

Verdict looms in trial over 2015 Paris extremist attacks
By NICOLAS VAUX-MONTAGNY and BARBARA SURK Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — Over the course of an extraordinary nine-month trial, the lone survivor of the Islamic State 

extremist team that attacked Paris in 2015 has proclaimed his radicalism, wept, apologized to victims and 
pleaded with judges to forgive his “mistakes.”

For victims’ families and survivors of the attacks, the trial for Salah Abdeslam and suspected accomplices 
has been excruciating yet crucial in their quest for justice and closure. At long last, the court will hand 
down its verdict Wednesday.

Abdeslam faces up to life in prison without parole on murder and other counts, the toughest sentence 
possible under France’s justice system.

The historic trial in Paris of 20 men suspected of critical roles in the Islamic State massacres that killed 
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130 people on Nov. 13, 2015, addressed the violence in the Bataclan theater, Paris cafes and the national 
stadium — France’s deadliest peacetime attack.

For months, the packed main chamber and 12 overflow rooms in the 13th century Justice Palace heard 
the harrowing accounts by the victims, along with testimony from Abdeslam. The other defendants are 
largely accused of helping with logistics or transportation. At least one is accused of a direct role in the 
deadly March 2016 attacks in Brussels, which also was claimed by the Islamic State group.

For survivors and those mourning loved ones, the trial was an opportunity to recount deeply personal 
accounts of the horrors inflicted that night and to listen to details of countless acts of bravery, humanity 
and compassion among strangers. Some hoped for justice, but most just wanted tell the accused directly 
that they have been left irreparably scarred, but not broken.

“The assassins, these terrorists, thought they were firing into the crowd, into a mass of people,” said 
Dominique Kielemoes at the start of the trial in September 2021. Her son bled to death in one of the 
cafes. Hearing the testimony of victims was “crucial to both their own healing and that of the nation,” 
Kielemoes said.

“It wasn’t a mass — these were individuals who had a life, who loved, had hopes and expectations,” 
she said.

France was changed in the wake of the attacks: Authorities declared a state of emergency and armed 
officers now constantly patrol public spaces. The violence sparked soul-searching among the French and 
Europeans, since most of the attackers were born and raised in France or Belgium. And they transformed 
forever the lives of all those who suffered losses or bore witness.

Presiding judge Jean-Louis Peries said at the trial’s outset that it belongs to “international and national 
events of this century. “ France emerged from the state of emergency in 2017, after incorporating many 
of the harshest measures into law.

Fourteen of the defendants have been in court, including Abdeslam, the only survivor of the 10-member 
attacking team that terrorized Paris that Friday night. All but one of the six absent men are presumed to 
have been killed in Syria or Iraq; the other is in prison in Turkey.

Most of the suspects are accused of helping create false identities, transporting the attackers back to 
Europe from Syria or providing them with money, phones, explosives or weapons.

Abdeslam, a 32-year-old Belgian with Moroccan roots, was the only defendant tried on several counts 
of murder and kidnapping as a member of a terrorist organization.

The sentence sought for Abdeslam of life in prison without parole has only been pronounced four times 
in France — for crimes related to rape and murder of minors.

Prosecutors are seeking life sentences for nine other defendants. The remaining suspects were tried on 
lesser terrorism charges and face sentences ranging from five to 30 years.

In closing arguments, prosecutors stressed that all 20 defendants, who had fanned out around the 
French capital, armed with semi-automatic rifles and explosives-packed vests to mount parallel attacks, 
are members of the Islamic State extremist group responsible for the massacres.

“Not everyone is a jihadi, but all of those you are judging accepted to take part in a terrorist group, either 
by conviction, cowardliness or greed,” prosecutor Nicolas Braconnay told the court this month.

Some defendants, including Abdeslam, said innocent civilians were targeted because of France’s policies 
in the Middle East and hundreds of civilian deaths in Western airstrikes in Islamic State-controlled areas 
of Syria and Iraq.

During his testimony, former President François Hollande dismissed claims that his government was at 
fault.

The Islamic State, “this pseudo-state, declared war with the weapons of war,” Hollande said. The Paris 
attackers did not terrorize, shoot, kill, maim and traumatize civilians because of religion, he said, adding 
it was “fanaticism and barbarism.”

The night of the attack was a balmy Friday evening, with the city’s bars and restaurants packed. At the 
Bataclan concert venue, the American band Eagles of Death Metal were playing to a full house. At the 
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national stadium, a soccer match between France and Germany had just begun, attended by then-President 
Hollande and then-Chancellor Angela Merkel.

The sound of the first suicide bombing at 9:16 p.m. barely carried over the noise of the stadium’s crowd. 
The second came four minutes later. A squad of gunmen opened fire at several bars and restaurants in 
another part of Paris. That bloodshed outside came to an end at 9:41 p.m.

Worse was to follow. At 9:47 p.m., three more gunmen burst into the Bataclan, firing indiscriminately. 
Ninety people died within minutes. Hundreds were held hostage – some gravely injured – inside the con-
cert hall for hours before Hollande, watching people covered in blood make their way out of the Bataclan, 
ordered it stormed.

Abdeslam was silent for years, refusing to speak to investigators. In April, his words started flowing, in 
testimony that at times contradicted earlier statements, including on his loyalty to the Islamic State.

He told the court that he was a last-minute addition to the group. He said he “renounced” his mission 
to detonate his explosives-packed vest in a bar in northern Paris that night. He hid out at first near Paris, 
and then fled with friends to Brussels, where he was arrested four months later.

Prosecutors emphasized contradictions in Abdeslam’s testimony — from pledging allegiance to the Is-
lamic State at the start of the trial and expressing regret that his explosives strapped to his body failed to 
detonate, to claiming he had changed his mind in the bar and deliberately disabled his vest because he 
did not want to kill people “singing and dancing.”

During closing arguments Monday, Abdelslam’s lawyer Olivia Ronen told a panel of judges that her client 
is the only one in the group of attackers who didn’t set off explosives to kill others that night. He can’t be 
convicted for murder, she argued.

“If a life sentence without hope for ever experiencing freedom again is pronounced, I fear we have lost 
a sense of proportion,” Ronan said. She emphasized through the trial that she is “not providing legitimacy 
to the attacks” by defending her client in court.

Abdeslam apologized to the victims at his final court appearance Monday, saying his remorse and sor-
row is heartfelt and sincere. Listening to victims’ accounts of “so much suffering” changed him, he said.

“I have made mistakes, it’s true, but I am not a murderer, I am not a killer,” he said.

Rice fields dry up as Italy’s drought lingers on
By PAOLO SANTALUCIA Associated Press
MORTARA, Italy (AP) — The worst drought Italy has faced in 70 years is thirsting paddy fields in the 

river Po valley and jeopardizing the harvest of the premium rice used for risotto.
Italy’s largest river is turning into a long stretch of sand due to the lack of rain, leaving the Lomellina rice 

flats — nestled between the river Po and the Alps — without the necessary water to flood the paddies.
“Normally this field is supposed to be flooded with 2 to 5 centimeters (0.8 to 2 inches) of water, but now 

it seems to be on a sandy beach,” said rice farmer Giovanni Daghetta, as he walked through the dying rice 
fields in the town of Mortara. Farmers there have been producing the famed Arborio rice for centuries: 
the wide grains of this local variety are perfect for absorbing the flavors of risotto dishes.

According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, drought stress is the most damag-
ing factor for rice, especially in the early stages of its growth. Heat waves, like those repeatedly hitting 
Italy with peaks of 40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit), can significantly reduce the yield of surviving rice.

“This paddy hasn’t been irrigated for two weeks now, and 90% of the plants have already fully dried,” 
said Daghetta. “The remaining 10%, that are still slightly green urgently need to be submerged with water 
within two or three days.” But with more dry days forecast ahead, Daghetta had little hope that would 
happen.

The lack of rainfall has brought governors of various Italian regions to declare a state of emergency in 
order to conserve water and coordinate the management of minimal resources.

The region’s main water sources, the rivers Po and Dora Baltea, are eight times lower than the aver-
age seasonal levels, according to the West Sesia irrigation association, which regulates water distribution 
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through the maze of channels which snake through the rice fields.

“From the river Po, we were supposed to receive a flow rate of 160,000 liters (42,270 gallons) per sec-
ond, while we currently have an approximate flow rate between 30,000 and 60,000 liters (7,925 to 15,850 
gallons) per second,” said Stefano Bondesa, president of the West Sesia association.

As a result of the water shortage, Bondesa was forced to take a few unpopular decisions, recently ruling 
to stop irrigating poplars, fruit trees and second crops to give priority to rice.

Tensions are starting to arise between upstream and downstream regions along the river basin and 
between hydroelectric plants and farmers who are all vying for the same dwindling resource. It’s feared 
larger conflicts could be next if rainfall doesn’t relieve empty Italian reservoirs soon.

Even Italy’s wealthiest city is feeling the effects of drought. The mayor of Milan signed an ordinance 
Saturday turning off the spigots of public decorative fountains to save water.

Milan’s Archbishop, Mario Delpini, made a pilgrimage on Saturday to pray for “the gift of rain.” Delpini 
visited three churches that serve the farming communities on the outskirts of Milan. He recited the Rosary 
and used holy water to bless a field in front of the St. Martin Olearo di Mediglia church.

It seemed his prayers were at least partially heard on Tuesday as Milan and part of northern Italy were 
temporarily relieved by several scattered showers.

But most areas are continuing to worsen. Among the stretch of sand between the Po and Ticino rivers, 
a river-bed-turned-beach has attracted local residents looking for a sunbathing spot.

Piero Mercanti, who now frequents the sandy river bed with his partner, has been keeping an eye on 
receding water levels.

“We stuck some wooden sticks in the ground last Sunday, to measure how much the river was withdraw-
ing in one week,” he said. On his return a week later, he noted that the river withdrew by an additional 
26 steps.

Italy’s drought is threatening some 3 billion euros ($3.1 billion) in agriculture, an Italian farm lobby said 
this week. Italy’s confederation of agricultural producers estimates the loss of 30-40% of the seasonal 
harvest.

While unusual heat and lack of rainfall are to blame for the current crisis, Italy has a notoriously wasteful 
water infrastructure that national statistics agency estimates loses 42% of drinking water from distribution 
networks each year, in large part due to old and poorly maintained pipes.

Italy’s civil protection agency is gathering information from regions and various national ministries to 
propose a broader state of emergency for affected regions. Hundreds of towns and cities across the north 
have already passed various orders calling for responsible water use in a bid to avoid the use of rationing.

Ukrainian survivor: Only a ‘monster’ would attack a mall
By FRANCESCA EBEL Associated Press
KREMENCHUK, Ukraine (AP) — The mall was nothing extraordinary, but in the middle of a war it was an 

escape for those in this Ukrainian city who had decided not to flee. Then it exploded in a Russian airstrike.
In moments on Monday afternoon, a summer hangout became a hellish inferno. Life and death depended 

on a shopper’s decision whether to heed yet another air raid siren and take shelter. Among those who 
stayed, at least 18 are dead, more than 20 are missing and scores are wounded.

The crowded mall in Kremenchuk, which housed the largest toy store in town, is now the latest short-
hand for allegations of war crimes against Russia. As with earlier attacks on a theater, a train station and 
a hospital elsewhere in Ukraine, authorities in Moscow said the mall was not the target.

One day after the airstrike, the scene still smelled of charred debris. Grit hung in the air, irritating the 
skin and throats. Visitors laid red carnations, a spot of color in the still-smoking ruins.

Images on social media showed the burned body of a woman, white sneakers still intact, who appeared 
to have been caught in the blast as she tried to run. In another video, around the time of impact, a man 
could be heard calling for his mother.

One mall employee, who gave only his first name, Oleksandr, said he had stepped outside with a col-
league for a cigarette when the air raid siren went off. He described the moment of impact.
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“There was darkness in my eyes for two minutes,” he said. “There was a black tunnel, smoke, fire. I 

started to crawl. I saw the sun up there, and my brain was telling me I needed to save myself.”
Everything was on fire, he said. A blast wave threw him under a car. He couldn’t hear. Bits of shrapnel 

were embedded in his leg.
“Thank God that was it,” he said. “I was very lucky.”
He estimated 1,000 shoppers and employees had been in the mall at the time, contradicting Russia’s 

claim that it was empty.
Kateryna Romashnya had just reached the mall on her walk home from work when the explosion threw 

her to the ground and blew out nearby windows. Stunned, she estimated that 10-15 minutes passed be-
fore another explosion occurred.

“I realized I needed to get away,” Romashnya said, and she ran with all her strength.
“It was terrifying,” she said, and began to cry.
“You have to be a real monster” to destroy a mall, she said. “I don’t have words anymore.”
Ukrainian authorities said that in addition to the direct hit on the mall, a factory was struck, but denied 

it housed weapons, as Russian officials alleged.
Dr. Kostyantyn Manayenkov, the chief surgeon at a Kremenchuk hospital treating the wounded, said nine 

people in intensive care were in “very bad condition.” There had been skull injuries and some amputa-
tions, he said.

Some bodies were so badly burned that they were unrecognizable, said Denis Monastyrsky, Ukraine’s 
minister of internal affairs, who visited the scene. Identifying them could take days, he added.

Those inside the mall had had seven to 10 minutes to leave and get to safety when the warning sounded, 
he said. A shelter was just across the street.

Monastyrsky again pleaded with Ukrainians who have lived with such sirens for four months now to 
understand the danger and to act.

The country’s prosecutor general, Iryna Venediktova, emphasized that all Ukrainians must remain alert 
and expect a similar strike “every minute.”

But near sunset on Tuesday, some residents could only stand and stare at the debris.
“Say something!” one man cried, trying to rouse them. “Pray to God that he will help us!”

New York’s 1st legal marijuana crop sprouts under the sun
By MICHAEL HILL Associated Press
CLIFTON PARK, N.Y. (AP) — New York’s recreational marijuana market is beginning to sprout, literally, 

with thin-leafed plants stretching toward the sun in farms around the state.
In a novel move, New York gave 203 hemp growers first shot at cultivating marijuana destined for legal 

sales, which could start by the end of the year. Big indoor growers are expected to join later.
But for now, the field is clear for growers like Frank Popolizio of Homestead Farms and Ranch, where 

a small crew north of Albany earlier this month dug out shallow holes for seedlings before packing them 
in by hand.

“It is an opportunity, there’s obviously going to be a demand for it,” Popolizio said during a break in 
planting. “And hopefully it benefits the farmers. Been a long time since there’s been a real cash crop.”

Popolizio is tending to a half-acre plot that will grow upward of a 1,000 plants surrounded by a tall elec-
trified fence. He and other “conditional cultivator” license holders can grow up to an acre of marijuana 
outdoors. They can grow all or some of their crop in greenhouses, though in smaller areas, and use limited 
lighting.

The license is good for two years, and holders will be able to distribute cannabis flower products to retail 
dispensaries.

The head start for hemp growers is an unusual way to gear up a marijuana market. Heather Trela, a 
marijuana policy expert at the Rockefeller Institute of Government in Albany, said states typically rely ini-
tially on their existing medical growers. New Jersey, for instance, launched sales this year with cannabis 
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grown indoors and sold by companies involved in the medical marijuana market.

But New York’s move is a potential lifeline for farmers growing their crop for CDB during a slump in prices. 
They have a chance to make much more money growing what is essentially the same plant, but with higher 
levels of THC — the compound that makes people feel high. Popolizio sees it as his “next logical step.”

A lifelong athlete, Popolizio seems like an unlikely cannabis farmer. He has never puffed a joint or chewed 
an edible. But the amateur wrestling coach and promoter added cannabis to the mix at Homestead along 
with beef, turkeys and chickens. And he’s begun to appreciate the potential benefits of cannabis for adults.

“I’m open minded and I’ve come to understand that there is value,” he said.
The inclusion of smaller farmers also helps the state meet its mandate to create an economically and 

demographically diverse marijuana industry. Similarly, the first licenses to sell recreational marijuana in 
New York will go to those with marijuana-related convictions or their relatives.

“There’s a market that we’re building for small players, for big players, for medium-sized players, for 
family businesses, for big corporations as well,” said Chris Alexander, executive director of state’s Office 
of Cannabis Management.

The first-wave growers this year are projected to produce a couple of hundred thousand pounds of 
product. That would be a fraction of the projected demand in New York, which could eventually be well 
over a million pounds annually. But state regulators say their launch plan is to balance supply and demand, 
expanding cultivation as more dispensaries open.

“We do think it will be sufficient to provide that initial supply to our our dispensary locations that we get 
up and running,” Alexander said.

Statewide, the large majority of cannabis grown outdoors and in greenhouses is expected to be processed 
for products like edibles and vapes, with the rest to be sold as smokable flower, said Allan Gandelman, 
president of the New York Cannabis Growers and Processors Association.

Cannabis grown outdoors can often have lower THC than plants grown indoors under lights. That makes 
it less desirable to some consumers, though others appreciate its nuanced characteristics, comparing it 
to garden-grown tomatoes or a complex glass of wine.

“It’s called sun-grown marijuana,” said grower Moke Mokotoff of Claverack Creek Farm in the Hudson 
Valley. “And a lot of aficionados just like the way it smokes better.”

Growing weed under the sun with sustainable practices also requires far less energy than electricity-
hungry indoor grows. Bridge West Consulting chief executive officer Ari Hoffnung said that could translate 
into lower prices.

Aside from pests and bad weather, a big challenge to growing weed outdoors is the threat of thievery. 
Homestead’s half acre is not only surrounded by an electrified fence, but he has motion detectors and 
other security features.

About an hour south, Mokotoff is taking similar security precautions and plans to step them up just 
before harvest, when plants’ THC content will be at its highest.

“We plan to have people sleeping in the field,” Mokotoff said.
The turbo boost in production is expected to come from indoor growers, in particular the companies 

that already produce medical marijuana. With regulations still pending, Alexander expects more licenses 
to be offered early next year.

Major industry players are already poised to take advantage of an expanded market.
Chicago-based Green Thumb Industries is building a growing and manufacturing facility that will cover 

more than 4.5 acres (18,210 square meters) at the site of a former prison north of New York City. The 
Warwick facility is expected to be operating next year, producing a wide array of Green Thumb products.

The company sells its brands in 15 states and owns a company providing medical cannabis in New York.
“New Yorkers have been watching the industry flourish from the sidelines,” CEO Ben Kovler said, “and 

have high expectations for the forthcoming adult-use market.”

Hard-line conservative Reps. Boebert, Miller win primaries
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By WILL WEISSERT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two of Congress’ staunchest conservatives repelled more centrist alternatives 

to lock up Republican nominations on Tuesday, even as the party’s voters chose to turn out a six-term 
incumbent in Mississippi.

Illinois Republican Rep. Mary Miller won her primary over fellow incumbent Rep. Rodney Davis just days 
after she called the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade a “historic victory for white life” 
during a weekend rally with former President Donald Trump. Her spokesperson said she misspoke.

Another Trump ally, Colorado Rep. Lauren Boebert, one of Congress’ most polarizing members, easily 
beat back a challenge from a more mainstream Republican.

Mississippi Republican Rep. Steven Palazzo lost in a rare runoff to Sheriff Mike Ezell. But his Republican 
House colleague, Michael Guest, won a runoff race in the state, despite defying Trump and voting to cre-
ate an independent commission to investigate last year’s insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

In Illinois, Democratic Rep. Sean Casten beat progressive Rep. Marie Newman for a seat in suburban 
Chicago after a declining population cost the state a House seat.

In all, six states held congressional primary elections, primary runoffs or special elections. In addition 
to testing Trump’s national influence, they provided hints of how voters are reacting to the high court’s 
decision on abortion.

Some of the top elections:
BOEBERT’S STAYING POWER
Boebert, a first-term firebrand, saw her GOP-leaning 3rd Congressional District in western Colorado 

become even more Republican after redistricting. She had little trouble with moderate state Rep. Don 
Coram, a rancher and hemp farmer, who slammed what he calls Boebert’s extremism.

Boebert trumpeted her gun-toting Second Amendment credentials and opposition to COVID-19 restric-
tions that briefly shuttered her “Shooters” restaurant.

Long known for controversial statements, Boebert said Sunday, “I’m tired of this separation of church 
and state junk that’s not in the Constitution.”

The phrase doesn’t expressly appear in the Constitution, though the First Amendment says, “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” Thomas 
Jefferson was president when he wrote in an 1802 letter that such phrasing should amount to a “wall of 
separation” between church and state.

Boebert referred to Jefferson’s writing as a “stinking letter.”
In Colorado’s deeply conservative El Paso County, meanwhile, eight-term Republican Rep. Doug Lamborn 

staved off a challenge from the right from state Rep. Dave Williams for his 5th Congressional District seat. 
Williams failed to get the phrase “Let’s Go Brandon,” code for an obscenity against President Joe Biden, 
added to his name on the ballot.

Lamborn faces an ongoing House ethics investigation over whether he misused official resources for 
personal purposes. He is an ardent opponent of abortion and backs the significant U.S. military presence 
in Colorado Springs.

TWO INCUMBENTS LOSE IN ILLINOIS
Miller bested Davis for the GOP nomination in a sprawling, heavily red district in central Illinois that was 

redrawn after the state’s shrinking population cost it a congressional seat.
Miller, first elected in 2020, is no stranger to controversy. She quoted Adolf Hitler shortly after winning 

her seat, saying during a rally that “Hitler was right on one thing. He said, ‘Whoever has the youth has 
the future.’” She later apologized after Democrats in Illinois called for her resignation. She also voted 
against certifying Biden’s victory in the 2020 presidential election and is a member of the far-right House 
Freedom Caucus.

On Saturday night, she made the “white life” comment as Trump stood behind her at a rally in Mendon, 
drawing cheers from the crowd. Miller has since said she’s not racist, and her spokesperson said she had 
intended to say the ruling was a victory for the “right to life.”

Davis was a co-chair of Trump’s 2020 Illinois campaign but voted to certify the 2020 presidential election 
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results. He had the backing of almost all of the district’s 35 county party chairs and vowed to “reimple-
ment” Trump policies, including walling off the U.S.-Mexico border.

In the state’s 6th Congressional District, Casten defeated his fellow Democratic colleague Newman, who 
was first elected to the House in 2020. She faces an ongoing House Ethics Committee investigation over 
whether she promised federal employment to a political opponent.

Casten is a two-term congressman who flipped a suburban seat in 2018 that Republicans had held for 
decades.

JESSE JACKSON’S SON WINS DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
Jonathan Jackson, the son of civil rights leader the Rev. Jesse Jackson, emerged from a crowded field 

vying to replace 15-term Democratic Rep. Bobby Rush, the only lawmaker who has ever beaten Barack 
Obama in a race. Obama challenged Rush in a 2000 U.S. House primary and lost.

The heavily Democratic 1st Congressional District that Jackson will now run in November to represent 
was redrawn after the 2020 census and now stretches from Chicago’s South Side to Kankakee.

In Illinois’ open 17th Congressional District, Esther Joy King won the GOP nomination, while Eric Sorensen, 
a former meteorologist, won the Democratic nomination. They are vying to replace five-term Democratic 
Rep. Cheri Bustos, who decided against seeking reelection in the largely rural swath of northwestern Illinois.

In Illinois’ heavily Democratic 7th District, longtime Democratic Rep. Danny Davis of Chicago beat progres-
sive and gun violence prevention activist Kina Collins on Tuesday — though the margin was far narrower 
than his commanding primary win over her in 2020.

MISSISSIPPI RUNOFFS: ONE INCUMBENT WINS, ONE LOSSES
One of two Mississippi congressmen facing a rare primary runoff election lost his seat.
Palazzo blamed the coronavirus pandemic and the Biden administration for his defeat to Ezell, the sheriff 

of a coastal county. But the congressman had also been accused in a 2021 congressional ethics report of 
abusing his office by misspending campaign funds.

He said that Mississippi voters “hired me to fight the woke, liberal agenda and to push back against 
government overreach, and I’ve done that for 12 years.”

But Palazzo also added: “With COVID and because of what the Biden administration is doing to this 
country, they took their anger out on me.”

Ezell said he won because of connections he forged during more than 40 years in law enforcement. 
“When people call and need something, I’ve been accessible to them.”

Meanwhile, Guest won a third term after being forced into a runoff against former Navy fighter pilot 
Michael Cassidy.

NEBRASKA SPECIAL ELECTION OVERLAPS WITH SENTENCING
Former Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Nebraska was sentenced to probation on Tuesday for lying 

to federal agents just as voters picked a replacement for the rest of his term.
State Republican Rep. Mike Flood defeated Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks in a special election to suc-

ceed Fortenberry, who served nine terms in the Republican-heavy district that includes Lincoln and dozens 
of smaller, rural communities. They’ll compete again in November to determine who serves a new term, 
beginning in January.

Fortenberry resigned in March after being convicted of intentionally misleading FBI agents about his 
knowledge of an illegal, $30,000 campaign contribution from a Nigerian billionaire at a 2016 fundraiser in 
Los Angeles.

A judge sentenced him to two years of probation, a $25,000 fine and community service.

Clinics scramble to divert patients as states ban abortion
By HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH and LINDSEY TANNER Associated Press
They call her, desperate, scared and often broke. Some are rape and domestic violence victims. Others 

are new mothers, still breastfeeding infants. Another pregnancy so soon, they say, is something they just 
can’t handle.
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“Heart wrenching,” said Angela Huntington, an abortion navigator for Planned Parenthood in Missouri, 

who is helping callers reschedule canceled abortion appointments — sometimes hundreds of miles away 
from their homes — after the fall of Roe v. Wade.

The ruling has set off a travel scramble across the country, with a growing number of states mostly ban-
ning the procedure. Clinics operators are moving, doctors are counseling crying patients, donations are 
pouring into nonprofits and one group is dispatching vans to administer abortion pills. Some cities — like 
Kansas City and St. Louis — also are drafting plans to help with the travel logistics.

Huntington has been preparing for this moment for months. Even before the U.S. Supreme Court’s deci-
sion last week to end constitutional protection for abortion, the procedure had become difficult to nearly 
impossible to obtain in states including Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri.

“Basically,” she said, they were “living in a post Roe era.”
Now a fresh round of laws are taking effect. Staff at a clinic in Nashville were flooded with calls from 

patients trying to understand the new legal landscape, after a federal court on Tuesday allowed the state’s 
ban on abortion as early as six weeks into pregnancy to take effect.

In Arkansas, some patients already were headed to a Planned Parenthood clinic in Little Rock to obtain 
medication-induced abortions when the decision came down last week. Upon arriving, they were sent home.

“I cannot believe this is happening today,” they told Huntington. Or alternatively, they muttered, their 
voices oozing with sarcasm, “ Of course it’s happening today.”

Huntington and others try to help move their appointments to clinics in Kansas, Illinois and even Colo-
rado. If a patient is broke but has access to a reliable car, Huntington can offer gas cards. She works with 
nonprofits to arrange commercial flights and lodging. In recent weeks, she said, a group called Elevated 
Access has enlisted volunteer light aircraft pilots to transport patients to abortion appointments, sometimes 
departing from small rural airstrips.

“It’s been hell,’’ said Dr. Jeanne Corwin, a gynecologist who works at a clinic in Dayton, Ohio, where 
most patients are being turned away after new state rules took effect banning abortions after a heartbeat 
can be detected. Many are being sent over the border to Indiana and the clinic’s sister site in Indianapolis, 
where Corwin also works.

She said they are desperate, including a patient in her 30s, recently diagnosed with advanced melanoma 
and in her first trimester.

“She has to end her pregnancy’’ so she can begin chemotherapy, and is going to Indiana, Corwin said, 
adding that patients who are beyond Indiana’s 14-week cutoff are being sent to Illinois or Michigan.

Time also may be short for women diverted to Indiana because lawmakers there are expected to re-
consider the state’s abortion laws at a special session starting July 6.

The situation is particularly difficult for immigrants who are in the country illegally, said Lupe Rodríguez, 
executive director of the National Latina Institute for Reproductive Justice.

Many of them lack the documentation to take a commercial flight, and occasionally border agents search 
buses for immigrants who are in the country illegally, she said.

“They’re simply not able to go anywhere to get this care,” she said, adding that the ruling has also cre-
ated widespread confusion, with pregnant women fearful they could face criminal prosecution. “There’s a 
lot of misinformation.”

In Missouri, where abortions were already severely restricted, a new ban took effect Friday that only al-
lows the procedure in “cases of medical emergency.” Kansas City leaders are weighing a $300 stipend to 
help employees travel for an abortion. And across the state, in St. Louis, elected officials are considering 
another measure that would use $1 million in federal coronavirus relief funds to pay for transportation, 
lodging and other logistical support for abortion seekers.

“It’s kind of an American nightmare that we’re scrambling to find health care like this,” said St. Louis 
Alderwoman Annie Rice, adding that she anticipated the measure would pass by mid-July. If that happens, 
abortion opponents have vowed to ask the state’s attorney general to sue.

Just the Pill, a nonprofit health organization that helps patients obtain abortion pills, is hitting the road. 
It has purchased two vans — one medication van and another where surgical abortions will be done — 
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with plans to begin operating those vans by mid- to-late-July in Colorado. The idea is to be close to the 
borders of states that have restricted or outlawed abortion.

Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, which is nicknamed the Pink House because of its bright pink paint 
job, is facing the prospect of closing if it loses its lawsuit that seeks to block a state law that makes most 
abortions illegal as of July 7.

“We’re not giving up,” said the clinic’s owner, Diane Derzis, who plans to open a new abortion clinic called 
the Pink House West early next month in Las Cruces, New Mexico. “Women have always had abortions, 
no matter what it took.”

Following the ruling, donations have been pouring in to abortion funds like South Dakota Access for Every 
Woman. Normally the group would get seven to 10 donations per month. Now they are getting 10 to 20 
a day, said Evelyn Griesse, a co-founder of the group. The money goes straight to the abortion providers.

“If the woman says she’s using some of her own personal money to pay for the abortion, we say use 
that money to do your travel expenses,” Griesse said.

Some states are rolling out the welcome mat. Connecticut’s governor is out with a new campaign ad 
that touts the state’s laws protecting abortion rights for women. They include a soon-to-take-effect law 
that protects medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal actions.

“Women deserve the right to make their own decisions about their health care,” Gov. Ned Lamont, a 
Democrat running for reelection in November, said in the 30-second commercial released over the weekend.

In Pennsylvania, where state law still allows abortions in the first 24 weeks, clinics are bracing for an 
influx of out-of-state patients.

Susan Frietsche, a staff attorney for the Women’s Law Project, which represents abortion clinics in 
Pennsylvania, cautioned that state residents seeking abortions may have a harder time finding appoint-
ments, too.

“It affects everybody in the country,” Frietsche said. “Whereas yesterday, Pennsylvania providers were 
basically able to find appointment times for people who need to be seen, that is not going to be the case 
soon, and Pennsylvanians are going to have to travel to other states and not because the law here has 
changed, but you won’t be able to find an appointment soon, this is such a time-sensitive service.”

Colorado GOP rejects candidates who back Trump election lie
By NICHOLAS RICCARDI Associated Press
DENVER (AP) — Republicans in Colorado rejected two prominent candidates whose political profiles 

were centered on election falsehoods in a fresh reminder that fealty to former President Donald Trump’s 
lies about mass voter fraud is no guarantee of success with conservative voters.

Tina Peters, the Mesa County clerk who became nationally known after being indicted for her role in a 
break-in of her own county election system, lost her bid for the GOP nomination for Colorado secretary of 
state. Instead, Republicans selected Pam Anderson, a critic of Trump’s election lies and a former clerk in 
suburban Denver who is well-regarded among election professionals. She is now positioned to challenge 
Democratic Secretary of State Jena Griswold.

“I will continue my fight for restoring the confidence of Colorado voters against lies and the politicians 
or interest groups that seek to weaponize elections administration for political advantage,” Anderson said 
after her victory.

One of Peters’ top Colorado allies, state Rep. Ron Hanks, lost his bid for the party’s Senate nomination 
to Joe O’Dea, a businessman who has repeatedly acknowledged that President Joe Biden legitimately won 
the 2020 election. That was a sharp contrast with Hanks, who attended the Jan. 6 rally in Washington, 
doesn’t believe Biden is a legitimate president and says he discovered a new, animating purpose fighting 
election fraud after 2020.

Greg Lopez, a former suburban Denver mayor who was placed on the ballot after promising the state 
GOP convention that he’d pardon Peters if elected governor, lost the nomination for that post to Heidi 
Ganahl, a member of the state university board of regents and a more traditional Republican. She’ll cam-
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paign against Democratic Gov. Jared Polis in November.

In other elections beyond Colorado on Tuesday, Trump’s efforts to rewrite the results of the last campaign 
seemed to lack a punch. In Mississippi, Rep. Michael Guest, a Republican who bucked Trump to vote for 
an independent Jan. 6 commission, beat back a challenge from an air force pilot. And in Oklahoma, Sen. 
James Lankford easily defeated a GOP primary challenge from an evangelical pastor who complained he 
hadn’t echoed Trump’s election lies.

The contests played out at the midpoint of a primary season that has tested the resonance of Trump’s 
elections falsehoods, which have been roundly rejected by elections officials, his own attorney general and 
the courts, including by judges he appointed. Trump has had some success this year, with candidates who 
deny the results of the 2020 election having won GOP primaries for the chief elections post in Alabama, 
Indiana, Nevada and New Mexico. In Pennsylvania, Doug Mastriano, who was at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 
6, won the GOP nomination for governor and, if elected, would be in position to nominate the secretary 
of state to oversee elections.

But there have been other notable high-profile defeats, especially in Georgia, where Trump recruited 
challengers to the Republican governor and secretary of state who refused to improperly declare him the 
winner of the state in 2020. Both easily beat back their challenges.

Trump did not formally endorse Peters or Hanks, though Peters appeared at his Florida resort and counts 
among her top backers his former national security adviser, Michael Flynn.

At her party south of Denver, Peters indicated she’ll continue to disbelieve election results. Donning a 
T-shirt emblazoned with “#JailJena” in a reference to the Democratic secretary of state, Peters claimed 
with no evidence there was fraud in Tuesday’s election and that “looking at the results, it’s just so obvi-
ous it should be flipped.”

The primaries were held at a volatile moment in the nation’s politics, just days after the Supreme Court 
revoked the constitutional right of women to obtain an abortion.

After that ruling, abortion took on a greater role in Colorado’s Senate race. O’Dea is a rare Republican 
supporter of most abortion rights. He backs a ban on late term abortions but said the decision earlier 
should be between “a mother and her God.” He will face Democratic Sen. Michael Bennet in November. 
Bennet won his toughest race in 2010 by slamming his GOP challenger for opposition to abortion rights.

Hanks opposes abortion in all circumstances, including rape, incest or to save the mother’s life. Viewing 
him as the easier candidate to beat in November, Democrats spent more than $4 million unsuccessfully 
boosting his candidacy.

A similar strategy worked in Illinois, where state senator and farmer Darren Bailey gained a late-stage 
endorsement from Trump over the weekend. Democrats also spent more than $16 million to elevate him 
over Richard Irvin, the first Black mayor of Aurora, the state’s second largest city. Irvin was seen as a far 
more formidable challenger to Gov. J.B. Pritzker, and was backed heavily by Republican donors.

Speaking at his victory party, Bailey said he was standing up for “regular people” and vowed to outwork 
Pritzker and win in November.

“Now the elites and the press say that Pritzker’s a shoo-in. They say our fate’s set, that a farmer can’t 
beat a billionaire,” Bailey said. “Friends, the funny thing is, these same people said we couldn’t win the 
primary.”

Beyond Colorado, Illinois, Mississippi and Oklahoma, elections were held in Utah, New York, Nebraska 
and South Carolina. Tuesday marks the final round of multistate primary nights until August, when closely 
watched races for governor and the U.S. Senate will unfold in Arizona, Wisconsin, Florida, Missouri and 
other states.

Not all races were decisive rejections of election denial. In Utah, two Republican critics of Trump unsuc-
cessfully targeted Sen. Mike Lee, accusing the two-term senator of being too preoccupied with winning 
the former president’s favor and helping him try to overturn the 2020 presidential election.

Also in Colorado, firebrand Rep. Lauren Boebert easily defeated her primary challenger, moderate state 
Sen. Don Coram.

Other than the governor’s race primary, Illinois also featured two, rare incumbent vs. incumbent congres-
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sional primaries as a result of House districts being redrawn during last year’s redistricting. Democratic 
Rep. Sean Casten defeated Rep. Marie Newman in a Chicago-area district. And GOP Rep. Rodney Davis, 
one of the last moderates in the Republican caucus, fell to Trump-backed Rep. Mary Miller, who at a rally 
with the former president this weekend described the Supreme Court decision as “a victory for white life.” 
A spokesman said she meant to say “right to life.”

In the smaller towns of Illinois, conservative voters were hankering for a change. Toni Block, 80, of 
McHenry, about 45 miles northwest of Chicago, voted for Bailey in the gubernatorial primary.

“He’s got all the good things that we need to get back to,” Block said. “Not only is he a Trump supporter, 
he has our values.”

In Mississippi, six-term Republican Rep. Steven Palazzo lost his primary after a report from the congres-
sional ethics office last year accused him of misusing campaign funds.

In New York, Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul, who became the state’s chief executive last fall when An-
drew Cuomo resigned during a sexual harassment scandal, easily fought off primary challenges from the 
left and center. She will face Rep. Lee Zeldin, who won the GOP’s nomination against a field that included 
Andrew Giuliani, the son of former New York mayor and Trump confidant Rudolph Giuliani. Trump did not 
make an endorsement in the race.

Takeaways from first primaries since Roe v. Wade overturned
By STEVE PEOPLES AP National Politics Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — A rare Republican who supports abortion rights found success in Colorado in the first 

primary elections held since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, while New York’s first female 
governor positioned herself to become a major voice in the post-Roe landscape.

In Illinois, Democrats helped boost a Republican gubernatorial candidate loyal to former President Donald 
Trump in the hopes that he would be the easier candidate to beat in November. And in at least two states, 
election deniers were defeated, even as pro-Trump lightning rods elsewhere won.

Takeaways from the latest round of primary elections:
ABORTION IS ON THE BALLOT
The abortion debate consumed the nation this week, but there was no race where it mattered more 

than Colorado’s Republican primary for the U.S. Senate, where businessman Joe O’Dea became one of 
the only abortion-rights-supporting Republicans in the nation to win a statewide primary this year.

O’Dea beat back a stiff challenge from state Rep. Ron Hanks, a Trump loyalist who opposed abortion 
with no exceptions for rape, incest or the life of the mother.

O’Dea will face Democratic Sen. Michael Bennet in November, and if he wins, he would become just the 
third Senate Republican — and the only male — to support abortion rights.

He said he backs a ban on late-term abortions and government funding of abortions but that the deci-
sion to terminate a pregnancy in the initial months is “between a person and their God.”

Democrats had spent at least $2.5 million on ads designed to boost O’Dea’s opponent by promoting, 
among other things, that he was “too conservative” for backing a complete abortion ban.

Democrats hoped that the Roe decision would give them an advantage in several swing states, including 
Colorado. But, at least for now, O’Dea’s victory would seem to complicate the Democrats’ plans.

A WIN FOR TRUMP OR THE DEMOCRATS?
In the final weeks of a campaign, Trump once again attached himself to a Republican who was leading 

the race. This time, it was farmer Darren Bailey in Illinois, who easily cruised to the GOP nomination in 
the governor’s race.

But while Trump can add Bailey to his endorsement record, Democrats are betting that his victory may 
be short-lived.

Bailey now goes on to face Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker in the November general election, which is 
just what Pritzker and his allies wanted. Pritzker, the billionaire heir to the Hyatt hotel fortune, and the 
Democratic Governors Association spent heavily on advertising to help Bailey win the GOP nomination. 
Among other things, the ads reminded the state’s Democratic-leaning electorate that he is “100% pro-life.”
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It’s a risky gamble. While Bailey may look like an easier opponent in the general election, it’s feasible 

that he could ride a red wave — if it materializes — to the Illinois governor’s mansion. Pritzker’s predeces-
sor in office was a Republican.

Bailey showed off political acumen by besting the early Republican front-runner Richard Irvin, the mayor 
of Illinois’ second-largest city, Aurora. Irvin lost despite being the beneficiary of a staggering $50 million 
investment from billionaire Ken Griffin. Irvin, who is Black, refused to say whether he voted for Trump 
and largely avoided talking about abortion, delivering the kind of moderate message that could have cut 
across ideological lines in a general election.

Instead, Republicans nominated Bailey, a Trump loyalist who reads from Bible verses in campaign videos 
and proudly touts his anti-abortion policies in a state Trump lost by 17 percentage points in 2020.

HOCHUL’S OPPORTUNITY
The scandals of the men around her did not derail New York Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul, who over-

came primary challengers on the right and left to win her first election test as the state’s chief executive.
Now, Hochul, New York’s first female governor, is positioned to emerge as a leading voice in the Demo-

cratic Party as it navigates the post-Roe landscape.
The low-profile Hochul stepped into one of the nation’s most prominent governorships last fall after 

Andrew Cuomo resigned in the midst of a sexual harassment scandal. She had promised to restore New 
Yorkers’ faith in their government, only for her handpicked lieutenant governor to be arrested this spring 
in a federal corruption probe.

Hochul was either “consistently shamefully out of the loop, or shamefully enabling through her inaction,” 
charged one of her primary challengers, New York City’s elected public advocate, Jumaane Williams.

The attack ultimately didn’t land in the primary. But don’t expect such criticism to disappear as the race 
for New York governor enters its next phase.

Rep. Lee Zeldin emerged from a crowded Republican field to earn the GOP nomination for governor. He 
defeated Andrew Giuliani, the son of New York City’s former mayor Rudy Giuliani, among others.

And while Hochul has a serious reelection test ahead, look for her to step into the national spotlight as 
the abortion debate rages.

The Democratic governor said in recent days that New York would be a “safe harbor” for those seeking 
abortions.

ELECTION DENIERS GO DOWN
They celebrated their allegiance to Trump’s baseless conspiracy theories on the campaign trail. But on 

Tuesday night, a handful of these so-called election deniers had nothing to cheer about.
In Colorado, Republican voters did not reward secretary of state candidate Tina Peters for championing 

Trump’s lies about election fraud. She was bested by Pam Anderson, a former county clerk who previously 
led the state clerks’ association and defends the state’s mail-in elections system.

Some officials in both parties worried that Peters would win the primary. That’s even after Peters, the 
Mesa County clerk, was indicted for a security breach spurred by conspiracy theories related to the 2020 
presidential election. The state GOP had called on her to suspend her campaign.

Now, Anderson, not Peters, will take on incumbent Democratic Secretary of State Jena Griswold, who’s 
led the national fight against 2020 election deniers.

Elsewhere in Colorado, Senate candidate Hanks had also promoted lies about the last presidential elec-
tion. In addition to being an outspoken opponent of abortion rights, he had attended the “Stop the Steal” 
rally that preceded the attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

And in Mississippi, Trump loyalist Michael Cassidy lost a runoff election to incumbent Rep. Michael Guest, 
who had voted to create an independent commission to investigate the Jan. 6 attack. Cassidy said in 
campaign speeches that Guest had done nothing to stop “the persecution of Jan. 6 political prisoners.”

LIGHTNING RODS WIN
Two Republicans familiar with controversy tested for the first time whether Republican voters deemed 

them too extreme to go back to Congress. They both prevailed.
First-term Rep. Mary Miller, who campaigned alongside Trump over the weekend, defeated five-term Rep. 
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Rodney Davis, who was considered more moderate. The primary victory all but ensures Miller will return 
to Congress for another term given the heavy Republican advantage in her 15th Congressional District, 
which is the most Republican district in the state.

Miller won just days after describing the Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. Wade as “a victory for white 
life.” A spokesperson later said she had intended to say the decision was a victory for a “right to life.”

Miller is no stranger to provocative statements. Soon after joining the House, Miller quoted Adolf Hitler, 
saying he was right to say that “whoever has the youth has the future.”

And in Colorado, Trump loyalist Lauren Boebert defeated a moderate state representative who had run 
a primary campaign focused on Boebert’s extremism. It didn’t work.

Boebert’s controversial moves are many. She vowed to carry a handgun on the House floor. She faced 
calls for her censure last year after being caught on video making Islamophobic comments about Minnesota 
Rep. Ilhan Omar. And she heckled President Joe Biden in his first State of the Union address.

But after winning her primary, she is almost certain to return to Congress for another two years. Her GOP-
leaning 3rd Congressional District in western Colorado became even more Republican after redistricting.

A ROE SHIFT IN NEBRASKA?
Nebraska’s low-profile special election to fill the remainder of former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry’s term was 

not supposed to be close. Republicans have held the district for nearly 60 years.
Yet Republican Mike Flood defeated Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks by only 4 percentage points on 

Tuesday.
The specific cause of the margin wasn’t immediately unclear, although there was evidence of higher 

turnout in one Democratic-leaning county that could be related to the Roe decision.
Heading into election day, Flood appeared to have a strong edge in the district, which includes Lincoln, 

parts of suburban Omaha and dozens of smaller, more conservative towns. The district has nearly 68,000 
more Republicans than Democrats and hasn’t elected a Democrat to the House since 1964.

What happened? Lancaster County, home to the state capital and the University of Nebraska, offers 
some clues.

In 2020, Fortenberry won the district by nearly 22 percentage points, but he lost Lancaster County by 
less than 1 percentage point. In Tuesday’s special election, the Republican Flood lost Lancaster County 
by more than 13 percentage points.

In the end, the swing wasn’t enough to move a heavily-Republican district, but Democrats could look to 
the results for hope that the Roe decision will be a significant motivator for the Democratic base.

Incidentally, Fortenberry was sentenced to two years of probation on Tuesday for lying to the FBI. Flood 
and Pansing Brooks are expected to face off again in the November general election.

Maria Ressa: Philippines affirms news site shutdown order
By JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — Filipino journalist and Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria Ressa announced in a speech 

in Hawaii Tuesday that the Philippine government is affirming a previous order to shut down Rappler, the 
news website she co-founded, which has gained notoriety for its reporting of President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
bloody crackdown on illegal drugs.

The Philippines’ Securities and Exchange Commission affirmed its earlier decision to revoke the certificates 
of incorporation of Rappler, Ressa said while speaking at the East-West Center in Honolulu.

“Part of the reason I didn’t have much sleep last night is because we essentially got a shutdown order,” 
Ressa told the audience.

Last year, Ressa became the first Filipino and she and Russian Dmitry Muratov became the first working 
journalists in more than 80 years to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

She was a featured speaker at this week’s East-West Center’s International Media Conference.
The order is dated June 28 and reaffirms the earlier decision to revoke the certificates of incorporation 

of Rappler Inc. and Rappler Holdings Corp., Rappler said in a statement. “We are entitled to appeal this 
decision and will do so, especially since the proceedings were highly irregular,” the statement said.
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“We’re not shutting down,” Ressa said. “Well, I’m not supposed to say that.”
No announcements about the decision appeared on the Philippines Securities and Exchange website 

before business hours in the Philippines, where it was already Wednesday.
The AP was not able to immediately reach Ressa in Honolulu.
She co-founded Rappler in 2012. The website is one of several news agencies deemed critical of Duterte’s 

policies.
Since taking office in 2016, Duterte has openly lambasted journalists who write unfavorable stories about 

him. He has particularly bristled at critical coverage of his anti-drug campaign, which has left thousands 
of mostly poor suspects dead and drawn international condemnation.

President-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr., and Vice President-elect Sara Duterte — Duterte’s daughter — take 
office Thursday after winning landslide victories in last month’s elections.

Ressa was convicted of libel and has remained free on bail while the case is on appeal.
The Philippines’ Securities and Exchange Commission revoked Rappler’s license over what it ruled was 

a breach of the ban on foreign ownership and control of media outlets.

Drug killings leave agony, savage facet to Duterte’s legacy
By JIM GOMEZ Associated Press
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — When Emily Soriano recounts how her 15-year-old son was gunned down 

with four friends and two other residents while partying in a Philippine slum six years ago, she weeps in 
grief and anger like the massacre happened yesterday.

Police concluded at the time that the bloodbath in a riverside shantytown in Caloocan city in the Manila 
metropolis was set off by a drug gang war. But Soriano angrily blamed four plainclothes police officers 
and the brutal anti-drug crackdown of outgoing President Rodrigo Duterte for the 2016 killings.

“He didn’t lead like a father to the country. He became a monster. His persona and the fury on his face 
are scary,” Soriano said of Duterte in an interview with The Associated Press.

The thousands of killings under Duterte’s brutal campaign against illegal drugs — unprecedented in its 
scale and lethality in recent Philippine history and the alarm it set off worldwide — are leaving families of 
the dead in agony, an International Criminal Court investigation and a savage side to Duterte’s legacy as 
his turbulent six-year presidency ends Thursday.

One of Asia’s most unorthodox contemporary leaders, Duterte, now 77 and frail of health, is closing 
out more than three decades in the country’s often-rowdy politics, where he built a political name for his 
expletives-laced outbursts and his disdain for human rights and the West while reaching out to China and 
Russia.

Activists regarded him as “a human rights calamity” not only for the widespread deaths under his so-
called war on drugs but also for his brazen attacks on critical media, the dominant Catholic church and 
the opposition. An opposition senator and one of his fiercest critics, Leila de Lima, has been locked up 
in high-security detention for five years over drug charges she said was fabricated to muzzle her and 
threaten other critics.

His decision — just months after he rose to the presidency in 2016 — to allow the burial of former dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos in the country’s heroes cemetery significantly boosted efforts by the Marcoses to 
burnish the family name.

The dictator’s namesake son won last month’s presidential election by a landslide. Marcos Jr. succeeds 
Duterte on Thursday and will govern alongside Duterte’s daughter, Sara, who won the vice presidency 
also by a huge margin.

Duterte himself has remained popular based on independent surveys despite the drug campaign deaths 
and his foibles, which endeared him to many poor Filipinos. His aides have often cited his high popularity 
ratings to deal with critics and the opposition.

The state-run TV network has been running Duterte legacy documentaries, mostly highlighting his 
administration’s infrastructure and pro-poor projects. In a thanksgiving rally in Manila over the weekend, 
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his supporters waved Philippine flags and cheered him on as he relented to belt a song with an orchestra 
and popular singers backing him up.

In the dim squalor of Soriano’s shanty, however, an air of indignation and mourning still permeates. A 
wall brims with cluttered photographs of Angelito, her slain son, along with portraits and a statue of the 
Virgin Mary and a small card that reads: “End Impunity!”

Soriano pleaded to the ICC to resume an investigation into the drug campaign deaths which was sus-
pended in November upon the Philippine government’s request. She said she was ready to testify before 
the international court.

“When my son was buried, I promised I’ll give him justice,” Soriano said.
The ICC has launched an investigation into the drug killings from Nov. 1, 2011, when Duterte was still 

mayor of southern Davao city, to March 16, 2019 as a possible crime against humanity.
Duterte won the presidency in mid-2016 on an audacious but failed promise to eradicate the menace of 

illegal drugs and corruption in three to six months.
The ICC, which is based in The Hague, is a court of last resort for crimes that countries are unwilling or 

unable to prosecute. Only one murder case against three policemen accused of gunning down a teenager 
they linked to illegal drugs has progressed into a conviction so far and Duterte’s opponents have cited 
that to highlight the difficulty of prosecuting law enforcers and possible Duterte for extrajudicial killings.

A drug suspect, who was gunned down and left for dead by police officers but surprisingly survived the 
violence in Metro-Manila in 2016, said he still fears for his life and asked that his real name not be used 
by journalists for security but added he too would be willing to testify before the ICC if its investigation 
progresses to a trial.

Asked to comment on Duterte’s legacy, he shook his head but expressed hope he and other victims 
would get justice and possible state reparation.

“I still have a phobia,” he told AP, but added that with Duterte’s exit “it has eased a little.”
More than 6,250 mostly poor drug suspects have been killed in Duterte’s crackdown based on a govern-

ment count since he expanded the campaign nationwide after becoming president in 2016.
Human rights proponents have reported much higher death tolls. They added that under his two-decade 

crackdown against crimes in southern Davao city, where he served as mayor, vice mayor and a congress-
man starting in 1988, more than 1,000 had been killed.

However, Arturo Lascanas, a retired police officer who served under Duterte for many years in a unit 
fighting heinous crime in Davao, said as many as 10,000 suspects may have been killed in the vast port 
city on orders of Duterte and the former mayor’s key aides.

Duterte has denied authorizing extrajudicial killings in Davao or elsewhere in the country but has long 
openly threatened drug suspects with death and ordered law enforcers to shoot suspects, who threaten 
them with harm.

“All of you who are into drugs, you sons of bitches, I will really kill you,” Duterte told a huge crowd in a 
2016 presidential campaign sortie in Manila’s Tondo slum district. “I have no patience, I have no middle 
ground, either you kill me or I will kill you idiots.”

Lascanas, 61, said he was also ready to testify in a potential ICC trial and provide crucial evidence that 
can prove Duterte ordered and funded many killings and abductions in Davao.

“The No. 1 physical evidence is myself,” Lascanas, who has gone into hiding outside the Philippines, 
told AP in a video interview.

“Duterte must be given his day in court to face the consequences of his madness because this is a very 
dangerous precedent for the next generation of public officials in the country and probably to the entire 
humanity,” he said.

Lascanas has provided details of many of the alleged killings in a 186-page affidavit and in testimonies 
he made at the Senate before he left the Philippines in 2017.

A Catholic missionary priest, Flavie Villanueva, said the widespread killings have left many orphans, 
deprived already-poor families of breadwinners and sparked other complex problems that Duterte was 
leaving behind.
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Villanueva heads a religious center in Manila that provides food, shelter, livelihood training and burial as-

sistance to more than 270 families of slain victims. He said that’s just a tiny fraction of the many families 
devastated by the drug campaign violence in a largely unnoticed humanitarian crisis sparked by the killings.

Another tragic consequence of Duterte’s populist and coercive style is the blurring of the line between 
right and wrong that has sparked arguments among people and even within the church, Villanueva said, 
adding he often asks Duterte’s apologists: “Are we reading the same Bible?”

As Duterte leaves, Villanueva said, “We’re not only broken and wounded. We are even divided as a 
church and as a people.”

NY Democrats choose Hochul for governor; GOP picks Zeldin
By MICHELLE L. PRICE Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Nine months after she stepped into the job of New York governor as a relative 

unknown, Democrat Kathy Hochul easily locked up her party’s nomination Tuesday, setting her on an 
expected glide path to win the office in November.

Hochul was serving as an under-the-radar lieutenant governor under the shadow of former Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo until last year, when he resigned amid sexual harassment allegations, catapulting her into office.

Hochul beat back primary challenges Tuesday from New York City’s elected public advocate, Jumaane 
Williams, and U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, a moderate from Long Island. She now turns her eyes to becoming 
the first woman to win election to the New York governor’s office this fall.

In a nod to the barrier-breaking campaign, Hochul gave an election night speech Tuesday on a stage 
underneath a glass ceiling at an event space in Manhattan.

“I’m also here because I stand on the shoulders of generations of women, generations of women who 
constantly had to bang up against that glass ceiling. To the women of New York, this one’s for you,” Ho-
chul said.

Hochul enters the general election campaign with a big advantage, running as the incumbent with a 
heavy fundraising advantage in a state that has more than twice as many registered Democrats than 
Republicans and has not had a GOP governor in 16 years.

She faces U.S. Rep. Lee Zeldin, who won the Republican Party’s nomination Tuesday. Zeldin is a staunch 
ally of former President Donald Trump and was among the Republicans in Congress who voted against 
certifying the 2020 election results.

“Are we ready to fire Kathy Hochul?” Zeldin said to cheers as he spoke at a victory party on Long Island.
The Long Island congressman will try to become the first Republican elected governor in New York since 

Gov. George Pataki was reelected in 2002.
“This November, in the state of New York, one-party rule will end,” he said. “Kathy Hochul will get fired. 

We will restore balance and common sense to Albany again.”
Hochul’s prospects are expected to be even stronger this fall after the U.S. Supreme Court last week 

overturned the Roe v. Wade decision establishing abortion rights. She has made bolstering abortion rights 
a key plank of her campaign.

Hochul repeated that in her Tuesday night speech, proclaiming that the state had “gone on offense to 
protect abortion rights” and “making the world know that New York State is a safe harbor for America’s 
women.”

Since taking office in August, Hochul has sought to step out from Cuomo’s shadow, promising a clean 
break from his administration. She has said she was not close to the former governor, who has denied 
wrongdoing, and was not around to witness any alleged misbehavior.

Still, Cuomo’s presence loomed over her campaign early on when he began making public appearances 
this past spring, criticizing Hochul and Democrats in Albany over their approach to crime and suggesting 
he might run for his old job. Despite suggesting he might run as an independent, the former governor 
ultimately did not file to run.

Zeldin is an Army Reserve lieutenant colonel who has represented eastern Long Island in Congress since 
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2015.

He defeated primary challenges from former Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino, businessman 
Harry Wilson and Andrew Giuliani, the son of New York City’s former mayor Rudy Giuliani, who frequently 
campaigned for his son.

He has focused his campaign on rising crime and criticized Hochul for not toughening the state’s bail laws, 
for imposing COVID-19 mitigation mandates and for rising costs. And despite Hochul seeking to project a 
fresh start from Cuomo, Zeldin has referred repeatedly to the “Cuomo-Hochul Administration.”

“New Yorkers are hitting their breaking point. They’re deciding whether or not to stay here or head to 
other places,” he said.

He will have to persuade the state’s independent voters, which outnumber Republicans, along with Demo-
crats in order to win the general election. Democrats are expected to focus on Zeldin’s vocal defense of 
Trump during both of his impeachments and objection to the election results. Hochul is also likely to focus 
on Zeldin’s statements praising the U.S. Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade and his comment 
that, as governor, he would appoint an anti-abortion state health commissioner.

“We must answer one question,” she said Tuesday night. “Are we going to move New York forward, or 
let the far-right extremist drag our state backwards?”

Hochul focused her campaign on steps she took to bolster abortion rights and moves to toughen the 
state’s gun laws after a racist mass shooting in Buffalo.

Suozzi and Williams criticized her for her endorsement a decade ago from the National Rifle Association 
and over her plan to spend more than $1.1 billion in state and county funds on building and maintaining 
a new stadium for her hometown Buffalo Bills.

She also faced questions about her choice for lieutenant governor, Brian Benjamin, who was arrested on 
federal corruption charges in April related to his campaign funds.

Benjamin pleaded not guilty and denied wrongdoing. Hochul pointed to the short time frame she had to 
pick a No. 2 and said she had been assured that any questions previously raised about Benjamin’s cam-
paign fundraising had been resolved.

Hochul replaced Benjamin with Antonio Delgado, who stepped down from his seat in Congress to accept 
the role. Delgado, also Hochul’s choice for a running mate, won his primary Tuesday. Zeldin’s running mate 
Alison Esposito is the Republican nominee for lieutenant governor.

Tuesday’s election in New York covered statewide offices and state Assembly races, but primary elections 
for U.S. House seats and the state Senate will be held Aug. 23. Those elections were delayed because of 
a redistricting lawsuit that led a court to throw out new political maps.

51 migrants die after trailer abandoned in San Antonio heat
By PAUL J. WEBER, JUAN LOZANO and ELLIOT SPAGAT Associated Press
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Desperate families of migrants from Mexico and Central America frantically sought 

word of their loved ones as authorities began the grim task Tuesday of identifying 51 people who died 
after being abandoned in a tractor-trailer without air conditioning in the sweltering Texas heat.

It was the deadliest tragedy to claim the lives of migrants smuggled across the border from Mexico.
The driver of the truck and two other people were arrested, U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar of Texas told The 

Associated Press.
He said the truck had passed through a Border Patrol checkpoint northeast of Laredo, Texas, on Inter-

state 35. He did not know if migrants were inside the truck when it cleared the checkpoint.
Investigators traced the truck’s registration to a residence in San Antonio and detained two men from 

Mexico for possession of weapons, according to criminal complaints filed by the U.S. attorney’s office. The 
complaints did not make any specific allegations related to the deaths.

The bodies were discovered Monday afternoon on the outskirts of San Antonio when a city worker heard 
a cry for help from the truck parked on a lonely back road and found the gruesome scene inside, police 
Chief William McManus said. Hours later, body bags lay spread on the ground.
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More than a dozen people — their bodies hot to the touch — were taken to hospitals, including four 

children. Most of the dead were males, he said.
The death count was the highest ever from a smuggling attempt in the United States, according to Craig 

Larrabee, acting special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations in San Antonio.
“This is a horror that surpasses anything we’ve experienced before,” San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg 

said. “And it’s sadly a preventable tragedy.”
President Joe Biden called the deaths “horrifying and heartbreaking.”
“Exploiting vulnerable individuals for profit is shameful, as is political grandstanding around tragedy, and 

my administration will continue to do everything possible to stop human smugglers and traffickers from 
taking advantage of people who are seeking to enter the United States between ports of entry,” Biden 
said in a statement.

Authorities did not know the home countries of all of the migrants, nor how long they were abandoned 
on the side of the road.

By Tuesday afternoon, medical examiners had potentially identified 34 of the victims, but they were 
taking additional steps, such as fingerprints, to confirm the identities, said Bexar County Commissioner 
Rebeca Clay-Flores.

Among the dead, 27 are believed to be of Mexican origin based on documents they were carrying, ac-
cording to said Rubén Minutti, Mexico consul general in San Antonio. Several survivors were in critical 
condition with injuries such as brain damage and internal bleeding, he said.

At least seven of the dead were from Guatemala and two from Honduras, Roberto Velasco Álvarez, head 
of the North America department in Mexico’s Foreign Relations Department, said on Twitter. About 30 
people had reached out to the Mexican Consulate looking for loved ones, the officials said.

Authorities confirmed that one of the surviving Mexicans from the trailer was José Luis Guzmán Vásquez, 
32, from San Miguel Huautla in the southern state of Oaxaca, according to Aida Ruiz García, director of the 
Oaxacan Institute for Migrant Attention. He was dehydrated and receiving car at a San Antonio hospital, 
Mexico’s foreign affairs said.

A cousin, Alejandro López, told Milenio television that the family worked in farming and construction and 
migrated because “we don’t have anything but weaving hats, palms and handicrafts.”

Attempts to cross the U.S. border from Mexico have claimed thousands of lives in both countries in 
recent decades.

U.S. border authorities are stopping migrants more often on the southern border than at any time in at 
least two decades. Migrants were stopped nearly 240,000 times in May, up by one-third from a year ago.

Comparisons to pre-pandemic levels are complicated because migrants expelled under a public health 
authority known as Title 42 face no legal consequences, encouraging repeat attempts. Authorities say 
25% of encounters in May were with people who had been stopped at least once in the previous year.

South Texas has long been the busiest area for illegal border crossings. U.S. authorities discover trucks 
with migrants inside “pretty close” to daily, Larrabee said.

Migrants typically pay $8,000 to $10,000 to be taken across the border and loaded into a tractor-trailer 
and driven to San Antonio, where they transfer to smaller vehicles for their final destinations across the 
United States, he said.

Conditions vary widely, including how much water passengers get and whether they are allowed to carry 
cellphones, Larrabee said.

Authorities think the truck discovered Monday had mechanical problems when it was left next to a rail-
road track in an area of San Antonio surrounded by auto scrapyards that brush up against a busy freeway, 
said Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff, the top elected official in the county that includes San Antonio.

San Antonio has been a recurring scene of tragedy and desperation in recent years involving migrants 
in semitrailers.

Ten migrants died in 2017 after being trapped inside a truck parked at a San Antonio Walmart. In 2003, 
the bodies of 19 migrants were found in a sweltering truck southeast of the city. More than 50 migrants 
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were found alive in a trailer in 2018, driven by a man who said he was to be paid $3,000 and was sen-
tenced to more than five years in prison.

Other tragedies have occurred long before migrants reached the U.S. In December, more than 50 died 
when a semitrailer rolled over on a highway in southern Mexico. In October, Mexican authorities reported 
finding 652 migrants packed into six trailers stopped at a military checkpoint near the border.

Some of the 16 people taken to hospitals with heat-related illnesses remained hospitalized Tuesday in 
critical condition.

Those taken to the hospital were hot to the touch and dehydrated, and no water was found in the trailer, 
said Fire Chief Charles Hood.

“They were suffering from heat stroke and exhaustion,” Hood said. “It was a refrigerated tractor-trailer, 
but there was no visible working AC unit on that rig.”

Temperatures in San Antonio on Monday approached 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius).
Big rigs emerged as a popular smuggling method in the early 1990s amid a surge in U.S. border enforce-

ment in San Diego and El Paso, Texas.
Before that, people paid small fees to get across a largely unguarded border. As crossing became much 

more difficult after the 2001 terror attacks in the U.S., migrants were led through more perilous terrain 
and had to pay thousands of dollars.

Some advocates drew a link to the Biden administration’s border policies. Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, policy 
director at the American Immigration Council, wrote that he had been dreading such a tragedy for months.

“With the border shut as tightly as it is today for migrants from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El 
Salvador, people have been pushed into more and more dangerous routes,” he wrote on Twitter.

During a vigil held Tuesday evening in the rain at a San Antonio park, many of the more than 50 people 
who attended expressed sadness, frustration and anger at the deaths and what they described as a bro-
ken immigration system.

“I see this happen, and it didn’t have to happen. If we had a better way for brown and Black people to 
enter safely, they wouldn’t go through these desperate measures,” said San Antonio resident Debbie Ponce.

Migrants — largely from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador — have been expelled more 
than 2 million times under the pandemic-era rule in effect since March 2020 that denies a chance to seek 
asylum. The Biden administration planned to end the policy, but a federal judge in Louisiana blocked the 
move in May.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection reported 557 deaths on the Southwest border in the 12 months 
ending Sept. 30, more than double the 247 deaths reported in the previous year and the highest since it 
began keeping track in 1998. Most were related to heat exposure.

Trump painted in testimony as volatile, angry president
By ERIC TUCKER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — When President Donald Trump learned his attorney general had publicly rejected 

his election fraud claims, he heaved his lunch at the wall with such force that the porcelain plate shattered 
and ketchup streamed down.

On the morning of Jan. 6, 2021, consumed by crowd size concerns, he directed staff in profane terms 
to remove metal detectors he thought would slow down supporters who’d amassed in Washington for a 
speech. Never mind that some were armed — they weren’t there to hurt him, he said.

And later that day, irate at being driven back to the White House instead of the Capitol, Trump uttered 
words to the effect of, “I am the f’ing president. Take me up to the Capitol now” and grabbed at the 
steering wheel of the presidential vehicle.

Trump’s volcanic temper has been the stuff of lore throughout his career in business, but during his 
presidency it has rarely been described with such evocative detail as in the testimony Tuesday of Cassidy 
Hutchinson, a junior White House staffer whose proximity to the-then president and top aides that day 
gave her a remarkably close view.
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Hutchinson offered previously unknown details about the extent of Trump’s rage in his final weeks of 

office, his awareness that some supporters had brought weapons with them and his ambivalence as riot-
ers later laid siege to the Capitol.

The testimony came as the Justice Department expands its investigation into the insurrection and 
deepened, but did not resolve, questions about whether Trump himself could face criminal charges for his 
conduct. Though Attorney General Merrick Garland has given no hint about whether his department will 
bring a criminal case against Trump, some legal experts said Hutchinson’s testimony could give prosecu-
tors additional facts to pursue.

Potentially problematic for Trump could be his urging on the morning of Jan. 6, 2021 to take down 
metal-detecting magnetometers that he thought were slow down supporters who’d gathered for a rally 
near the White House.

Upset that some in the crowd might not get to see him, Trump, according to Hutchinson, said words 
to the effect of, “I don’t care that they have weapons. They’re not here to hurt me. Take the f’ing mags 
away. Let my people in. They can march to the Capitol from here.” “Mags” refers to magnetometers.

“A congressional hearing is not a court of law, but if this isn’t powerful evidence that he wasn’t just aware 
of the possibility of violence on the 6th but that he actively wanted to encourage it, I’m not sure what is,” 
said Stephen Vladeck, a University of Texas law professor.

Whatever any outcome related to a criminal proceeding, the disclosures come as Trump is laying the 
groundwork for another presidential run in 2024. Aides have been debating the merits of when he should 
announce his intentions.

Looking to blunt negative publicity surrounding her testimony, Trump issued statements Tuesday on his 
social media platform calling her accounts of his behavior “fake” and denying that he had requested “that 
we make rooms for people with guns to watch my speech.”

Trump is well-practiced at marginalizing his critics and accusers, but Hutchinson’s well-calibrated testi-
mony will test that power anew.

Tuesday’s hearing, the sixth by the House committee investigating the insurrection, was accompanied 
by suspense even before it began. It was hastily announced on Monday, but the committee did not reveal 
the identity of the witness until Hutchinson entered the room.

Where prior hearings have involved clusters of witnesses who have recounted pressure campaigns on 
the Justice Department, or on local election officials, to overturn the election results, Tuesday’s hearing 
involved a singular narrator with an easy-to-follow tale sprinkled with had-to-be-there color. Some anec-
dotes she witnessed herself. Others she heard second-hand.

She recalled, for instance, being in the White House on the afternoon of Dec. 1, 2020 when she heard 
noise coming from down the hallway. Trump, it turned out, had just learned of an interview Attorney 
General William Barr had given to The Associated Press in which Barr said the Justice Department had 
not found widespread fraud sufficient to alter the outcome of the election.

Inside the dining room was a shattered porcelain plate on the floor, apparently thrown in anger by the 
president. Ketchup streamed down the wall. Hutchinson says she grabbed a towel to wipe it off.

She says she later heard about a separate episode on the afternoon of Jan. 6 when Trump tried to grab 
at the steering wheel of the presidential vehicle so that it would take him to the Capitol and not to the 
White House. He was, he said, “the f’ing president.” Trump was directed to take his hand off the wheel. 
The story drew pushback after the hearing, with a person familiar with the matter saying the agent who 
was driving the vehicle and another official were prepared to testify under oath that Trump never lunged 
for the wheel.

In that instance and others, according to the testimony, the president’s will did not always prevail and 
Hutchinson detailed aides’ best efforts to rein in Trump’s worst impulses. The morning of Jan. 6, for in-
stance, White House counsel Pat Cipollone cautioned Hutchinson that if Trump did go to the Capitol to 
intervene in the certification of the election, “We’re going to get charged with every crime imaginable if 
we make that movement happen.”
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Whether the Justice Department thinks it has a case against the president, especially one that could 

further divide an already polarized nation, remains an open question. But there’s also no doubt that the 
investigation is expanding far beyond the rioters themselves, with law enforcement officials last week 
serving a wave of subpoenas across the country to state elections officials.

“When you have witnesses who are in these conversations, who are in these rooms, who are actively 
participating in the high-level discussions of Jan. 6, it seems to me that one of two things has to be true: 
either they’re lying, or President Trump and a lot of people close to him are in serious jeopardy,” Vladeck 
said.

US officials announce more steps against monkeypox outbreak
By MIKE STOBBE AP Medical Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Reacting to a surprising and growing monkeypox outbreak, U.S. health officials on 

Tuesday expanded the group of people recommended to get vaccinated against the monkeypox virus.
They also said they are providing more monkeypox vaccine, working to expand testing, and taking other 

steps to try to get ahead of the outbreak.
“We will continue to take aggressive action against this virus,” said Dr. Ashish Jha, White House COVID-19 

response coordinator, who has also been playing a role in how the government deals with monkeypox.
The administration said it was expanding the pool of people who are advised to get vaccinated to include 

those who may realize on their own that they could have been infected. That includes men who who have 
recently had sex with men at parties or in other gatherings in cities where monkeypox cases have been 
identified.

Most monkeypox patients experience only fever, body aches, chills and fatigue. People with more serious 
illness may develop a rash and lesions on the face and hands that can spread to other parts of the body.

The disease is endemic in parts of Africa, where people have been infected through bites from rodents 
or small animals. It does not usually spread easily among people.

Last month, cases began emerging in Europe and the United States. Many — but not all — of those 
who contracted the virus had traveled internationally. Most were men who have sex with men, but health 
officials stress that anyone can get monkeypox.

Case counts have continued to grow. As of Tuesday, the U.S. had identified 306 cases in 27 states and 
the District of Columbia. More than 4,700 cases have been found in more than 40 other countries outside 
the areas of Africa where the virus is endemic.

There have been no U.S. deaths and officials say the risk to the American public is low. But they are 
taking steps to assure people that medical measures are in place to deal with the growing problem.

One of the steps was to expand who is recommended to get vaccinated. Vaccines customarily are given 
to build immunity in people before they are ever infected. But if given within days or even a few weeks of 
first becoming infected, some vaccines can reduce severity of symptoms.

A two-dose vaccine, Jynneos, is approved for monkeypox in the U.S. The government has many more 
doses of an older smallpox vaccine — ACAM2000 — that they say could also be used, but that vaccine is 
considered to have a greater risk of side effects and is not recommended for people who have HIV. So it’s 
the Jynneos vaccine that officials have been trying to use as a primary weapon against the monkeypox 
outbreak.

So far, the government has deployed over 9,000 doses of vaccine. U.S. officials on Tuesday said said 
they are increasing the amount of Jynneos vaccine they are making available, allocating 56,000 doses 
immediately and about 240,000 more over the coming weeks. They promised more than 1 million more 
over the coming months.

Officials said limited Jynneos doses will be allocated “using a four-tier distribution strategy that prioritizes 
jurisdictions with the highest case rates of monkeypox,” and that the number of doses distributed would 
be based on the number of people at risk for monkeypox and on how many of them can’t get ACAM2000 
because of HIV.
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That suggests the largest number of doses might go to states like New York, California and Illinois, 

each of which has reported more than 40 cases. However, officials on Tuesday did not say exactly which 
jurisdictions would be at the top of the list.

David Harvey, executive director of the National Coalition of STD Directors, was critical of the govern-
ment’s announcement.

“.We have more questions than ever about how this vaccine will make it to those most at-risk in an eq-
uitable way and how the U.S. will ramp up testing and provide access to the best therapeutics,” Harvey 
said, in a statement.

Another change announced Tuesday: Until now, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
advised that vaccines be given after exposure to people whom health officials identify as close personal 
contacts of cases. But on Tuesday, CDC officials say they are expanding the recommendation to people 
who were never identified but may realize on their own that they may have been infected.

That can include men who have sex with men who have recently had multiple sex partners in a venue 
where there was known to be monkeypox or in an area where monkeypox is spreading.

“It’s almost like we’re expanding the definition of who a contact might be,” said the CDC’s Jennifer Mc-
Quiston. If people have been to a party or other place where monkeypox has been known to spread “we 
recommend they come in for a vaccine,” she said.

The CDC’s expansion follows similar steps taken in New York City and the District of Columbia.
The District of Columbia has identified 19 cases, but case-tracking investigations revealed that some 

of the infected men had been in gatherings where they were hugging, kissing or in other forms of close 
intimate contact with people they didn’t know, said Anil Mangla of the D.C. health department.

It was clear that “we were missing something here,” and needed to start offering services to others, 
said Mangla, an epidemiologist.

Last Thursday, New York City’s health department — armed with 1,000 of doses of Jynneos from the 
federal government — announced it was opening a temporary clinic to offer the vaccine to all gay, bi-
sexual and other men who have sex with men who have had multiple or anonymous sex partners in the 
previous two weeks.

But all the appointments quickly filled up that day, and the last round of appointments was Monday. 
“Until we receive more supply we are unable to release additional vaccination appointments,” said Patrick 
Gallahue, a spokesman for the city’s health department, in an email.

On Monday, the District of Columbia’s health department took a similar step. The department started 
taking appointments at 1 p.m. Monday but had to stop after 20 minutes, Mangla said.

The department only had 200 doses of Jynneos, and it was clear at the point that it the department 
didn’t have the vaccine supply or staffing to continue to sign up new people, he said.

1/6 Takeaways: Angry Trump, dire legal warnings and ketchup
By LISA MASCARO AP Congressional Correspondent
The House Jan. 6 committee held a surprise hearing Tuesday delivering alarming new testimony about 

Donald Trump’s angry, defiant and vulgar actions as he ignored repeated warnings against summoning 
the mob to the Capitol and then refused to intervene to stop the deadly violence as rioters laid siege.

Witness Cassidy Hutchinson, a lesser-known former White House aide, refused to join those in Trump’s 
circle staying silent and provided first-hand knowledge of what she saw and heard in the run-up to the 
Jan. 6, 2021 insurrection, a proximity to power that gives stunning new details in the panel’s year-long 
investigation.

With calm, detailed recollections, Hutchinson testified that a defiant Trump was told there were guns 
and other weapons in the rally crowd at the White House, but sent his supporters to the Capitol anyway 
and even sought to physically pry the steering wheel from his presidential motorcade driver so he could 
join them.

Trump was clinging to his false claims of voter fraud and refusing to concede the 2020 presidential elec-
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tion to Joe Biden as Congress was preparing to certify the results.

Before joining the White House, Hutchinson had worked in some of the most conservative Republican 
offices on Capitol Hill. She was hired as special assistant to the president and promoted up as principal 
aide to Trump’s chief of staff Mark Meadows.

Highlights from the sixth hearing:
ANGRY, DEFIANT, VULGAR TRUMP
Trump was angry and defiant on the morning of Jan. 6, as he assessed the size of the crowd for his “Stop 

the Steal” rally in front of the White House, upset that not everyone who had answered his summons to 
come to Washington could get in to see him because of the security lines.

Told that guns, knives, brass knuckles and other weapons were being confiscated from the security 
screenings, Trump didn’t care. “They’re not here to hurt me,” the president said. He wanted to take away 
the magnetometer stations to allow more people inside the grounds, regardless of their weaponry.

“Take the effing mags away,” an agitated Trump ordered security personnel moments before taking the 
stage, Hutchinson recalled.

WHITE HOUSE LAWYERS WORRY OF CRIMES
Trump’s lawyers at the White House were trying to tamp down the president’s speech to the crowd 

he had summoned for Jan. 6, and they were trying to stop his plans to go to the Capitol that day when 
Congress would be certifying the election results for Biden’s victory.

Hutchinson testified that lawyer Eric Herschmann said it “would be foolish” to include some of the lan-
guage the defeated president wanted to add to his speech — comments like fighting for Trump, or him 
telling the crowd “I’ll be there with you.” Herschmann warned such language shouldn’t be included for 
legal concerns and because of the optics it would portray.

That language ultimately was used by Trump as he rallied the crowd to “fight like hell” and promised he 
would join them at the Capitol.

Days before Jan. 6, White House counsel Pat Cipollone suggested there were “serious legal concerns” 
if Trump went to the Capitol with the crowd, Hutchinson recalled.

“We need to make sure this doesn’t happen,” she recalled Cipollone saying in the run-up to the rally.
The morning of Jan. 6, Cipollone restated his concerns that if Trump did go to the Capitol to intervene 

in the certification of the election, “We’re going to get charged with every crime imaginable.”
Hutchinson then described what happened after the rally as Trump climbed into the presidential SUV, 

as relayed to her later by Trump’s deputy chief of staff for operations, Tony Ornato.
Trump, inside the vehicle, tried to pry the steering wheel away from the driver, Bobby Engel, demanding 

to be taken to the Capitol.
Told to take his hand off the wheel, “Mr. Trump then used his free hand to lunge toward Bobby Engel,” 

Hutchinson said holding her left hand to her throat to indicate what Trump did.
Engel was in the room as Ornato relayed the encounter and did not dispute it, she said.
PROXIMITY TO POWER, AND KETCHUP
The hearing opened with a calm, even-spoken Hutchinson explaining her job responsibilities advising 

Meadows, often handling his cell phones, as the committee showed an architectural rendering of the 
layout of the West Wing.

Hutchinson’s office was situated between the Oval Office on one side and Meadow’s office at the end 
of the hall on the other. Hers was also next to that of the vice president’s staff.

She had an upfront view of conversations across the offices and beyond.
Hutchinson described fielding a desperate phone call as she stood backstage at Trump’s rally that day 

from House GOP leader Kevin McCarthy, who was upset that Trump had sent the crowd to the Capitol 
when she had promised they would not go.

She also told of helping the White House staff mop up ketchup off the walls of the Oval Office dining 
room after Trump, learning that his attorney general, William Barr, told The Associated Press there was 
no fraud on a scale to tip the presidential election, apparently hurled a plate of food at the wall.
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In one gripping scene Hutchinson recalled walking with Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani out of the White 

House when he asked if she was “excited about the 6th.”
“We’re going to the Capitol, it’s going to be great, the president’s going to be there, he’s going to look 

powerful,” she recalled Giuliani saying.
When she returned inside and told Meadows of that conversation, he told her a lot was going on.
“Things might get real, real bad,” Meadows told her, she recalled.
‘HANG MIKE PENCE’; TRUMP TWEETS
As the mob laid siege to the Capitol, lawyers and some others at the White House wanted Trump to do 

something to quell the mounting violence.
A makeshift gallows had been erected on the National Mall, as rioters roamed the halls searching for 

congressional leaders and taunting “Hang Mike Pence.” The House and Senate had abruptly halted the 
proceedings, lawmakers whisked to undisclosed locations for safety.

Hutchinson recalled the conversations inside the Oval Office as she brought Meadows a phone call and 
later as the White House lawyers implored the chief of staff to get Trump to act.

“You heard it,” Meadows told Cipollone, she recalled. “He thinks Mike deserves it. He doesn’t think they’re 
doing anything wrong.”

Trump then tweeted in the midst of the siege that Pence didn’t have the courage to do what he wanted 
— reject the electors from the battleground states, stopping Biden’s election. Hutchinson described the 
wave of sadness that hit her.

“As a staffer that works always to represent the administration to the best of my ability to showcase 
the good things he had done for the country, I remember feeling frustrated, disappointed ... I was really 
sad,” she testified.

“As an American, I was disgusted. It was unpatriotic. It was un-American. We were watching the Capitol 
building get defaced over a lie.”

PARDONS, 25TH AMENDMENT
Hutchinson described the thinking at the White House that day as falling into three groups — those who 

wanted Trump to take action, others toeing the line knowing Trump didn’t want to call off the rioters, and 
a “deflect and blame” group who tried to pin the violence on non-Trump supporters.

Meadows, she said, was in the deflect-and-blame category, but eventually took a more neutral stance.
She had recalled how on the eve of Jan. 6, Meadows wanted to join Giuliani and other Trump allies who 

had arranged a “war room” at the Willard Hotel to fight for his presidency. She advised her boss she didn’t 
think it was appropriate for the White House or its chief of staff to be involved.

Those closest to Trump, including his daughter Ivanka Trump and son, Don, Jr., were imploring staff to 
have the president take action to curb the violence, the committee has said.

The committee produced evidence that Cabinet secretaries were considering invoking the Constitution’s 
25th amendment, which has never been used, to remove the president from office.

Trump was finally convinced to deliver a speech the next day trying to calm the nation.
But Trump also tried unsuccessfully to add to his speech that those involved would be pardoned by him 

for their actions to avoid criminal prosecution.
Asked if Giuliani was interested in a presidential pardon related to Jan. 6, Hutchinson said he was.
And Meadows? “Mr. Meadows did seek that pardon,” she testified of her former boss.
A person familiar with the matter denied that Meadows had ever sought a pardon.
‘WE ARE ALL IN HER DEBT’
The Jan. 6 committee was not expected to meet again until July, but called Tuesday’s surprise hearing 

to receive Hutchinson’s testimony.
Chairman Bennie Thompson and vice-chair Liz Cheney both said it was not easy for the former staffer 

to come forward, noting that many others have defied the panel’s request for information.
“We are all in her debt,” said Cheney, R-Wyo.
Cheney then laid out in chilling detail the kinds of calls and messages some witnesses have told the 

committee they received before testifying — implying a potential form of witness tampering Cheney said 
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is of serious concern.

One witness said they were told as long as they continued to be “a team player” they could remain in 
Trump world’s good graces. They were reminded that Trump does read transcripts.

Another witness received a call from someone who said a person was aware they were having their 
deposition the next day and “he wants me to let you know he’s thinking about you, he knows you’re loyal, 
you’re going to do the right thing.”

Said Cheney: “I think most Americans know that attempting to influence witnesses to testify untruthfully 
presents very serious concerns.”

The panel does not have the power to charge Trump with any crimes, but the Justice Department is 
closely watching the proceedings as its own investigation intensifies.

Trump decried Hutchinson’s testimony on social media, saying: “A Total Phony!!!”
Thompson, D-Miss., said the committee’s work will continue and he encouraged others to step forward.
“If you heard this testimony today and suddenly remember things you couldn’t previously recall or there 

are some details you would like to clarify ... Our doors remain open,” he said.

Cassidy Hutchinson, Trump White House aide, now in spotlight
By NOMAAN MERCHANT and ERIC TUCKER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A year and a half after the deadly U.S. Capitol insurrection, the most memorable 

recounting of former President Donald Trump’s behavior that day came from a young woman who had 
graduated from college just a few years earlier.

Cassidy Hutchinson gave two hours of testimony on national television that cast Trump as enraged by 
efforts to keep his armed supporters from attending his speech before many marched to the Capitol and 
her boss at the time, chief of staff Mark Meadows, as unwilling to confront Trump and staring unrespon-
sively at his cellphone during key moments.

Having once shed tears of joy after getting a White House internship, Hutchinson, now in her mid-20s, 
described how she grew disgusted by Trump’s refusal to stop the rioters. And in a single afternoon, she 
went from being a former junior White House staffer, to high-profile star witness, with the scrutiny that 
comes with it.

“We were watching the Capitol building get defaced over a lie,” she said.
The testimony helped fill in several key gaps about Trump’s level of direct involvement that day, and 

placed Meadows and other key Trump officials at the center of events critical to investigations by the House 
committee and the Justice Department.

It amplified calls for Meadows to drop his fight against the committee’s subpoena and raised new ques-
tions about whether officials around Trump could face criminal charges.

“I knew her testimony would be damning,” tweeted Alyssa Farah Griffin, a former White House com-
munications official who said she was friends with Hutchinson. “I had no idea it’d be THIS damning. I am 
so grateful for her courage & integrity.”

Hutchinson showed her familiarity with better-known officials in the White House, referring at times to 
Meadows, security official Tony Ornato, and national security adviser Robert O’Brien by their first names. 
Meadows, in turn, called her “Cass,” in her retelling of one story.

Her voice never broke as she recounted quotes from Trump and Meadows in her video depositions and 
under questioning from the committee’s Republican vice chairman, Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming. Both 
women embraced after the hearing.

Cheney, a 55-year-old former State Department official and daughter of a vice president, spent decades 
in public life before her criticism of Trump led many in the GOP to turn against her.

Hutchinson, meanwhile, became Trump’s focus for the first time. He pumped out harsh attacks on Truth 
Social, the website he created after Twitter banned him following the insurrection.

“I hardly know who this person, Cassidy Hutchinson, is, other than I heard very negative things about 
her (a total phony and ‘leaker’),” he wrote.
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He continued to post throughout the afternoon, accusing Hutchinson of lying, saying her body language 

“is that of a total bull.... artist,” and describing her handwriting as “that of a Whacko?”
Allies of Trump and Meadows questioned some details of her testimony, which included stories she said 

she heard second-hand. One story that drew pushback was her allegation that Trump lunged for the steer-
ing wheel and assaulted a Secret Service agent when his detail wouldn’t take him to the Capitol on Jan. 6.

Meadows’ attorney, George Terwilliger, told The Associated Press that Hutchinson’s testimony “could not 
withstand even five minutes of fundamental cross-examination.”

“Most of it is based on hearsay, lack of first-hand knowledge and even just pure speculation as to what 
others were thinking, said or did,” he said.

Several high-profile Republicans said Tuesday that Hutchinson was known to be close to Meadows and 
often accompanied him in meetings. The committee early in her testimony showed photos of her with 
Trump and other top officials.

Mick Mulvaney, who preceded Meadows as Trump’s chief of staff, tweeted during the hearing that “things 
just got a lot more interesting.” He added that “if the President knew the protesters had weapons, and 
still encouraged them to go to the Capitol, that is a serious problem.”

Although the White House is perhaps the world’s most prestigious office building, much of the staff is 
young, sometimes even fresh out of college like Hutchinson. They often previously worked on the presi-
dent’s campaign or the national party, and they’re distinguished by their ambition and willingness to work 
long hours for little pay.

They’re also critical to any administration’s machinery. They help with the logistics of media coverage, 
prepare for public events and answer the phones. Because they’re often within earshot as the country’s 
most powerful people gossip and plan, discretion is expected.

Young aides often go on to bigger government roles or prestigious positions in business or the media. 
Some run for office themselves.

Hutchinson had the same ambitions when she graduated, telling a college publication in 2018 that she 
wanted to be an “effective leader in the fight to secure the American dream for future generations.”

She described having been “brought to tears” when she received an email telling her she’d been ac-
cepted to a White House internship program.

“As a first-generation college student, being selected to serve as an intern alongside some of the most 
intelligent and driven students from across the nation – many of whom attend top universities – was an 
honor and a tremendous growing experience,” she is quoted in a profile published by her alma mater, 
Christopher Newport University in Newport News, Virginia.

She says in the article that she attended numerous events hosted by Trump and often watched out her 
window as Marine One would depart the White House’s South Lawn.

“My small contribution to the quest to maintain American prosperity and excellence is a memory I will 
hold as one of the honors of my life,” she said in the piece.

She joined the White House shortly after graduation and became Meadows’ aide in March 2020. Several 
months later, she would be in rooms where top Trump aides discussed how they could overturn his elec-
tion loss.

She saw the aftermath of Trump’s rage at Attorney General Bill Barr for telling The Associated Press 
that there was no evidence of widespread election fraud. Entering a private dining room, she saw a valet 
cleaning up a mess after Trump smashed a plate and the remains of his lunch on a wall.

“There was ketchup dripping down the wall, and there was a shattered porcelain plate on the floor,” she 
said Tuesday. “The valet had articulated that the president was extremely angry at the attorney general’s 
AP interview and had thrown his lunch against the wall.”

She grabbed a towel to help the valet clean up, she said.
There was no widespread election fraud. Trump lost more than 60 court cases attempting to prove 

wrongdoing.
On the morning of Jan. 6, she said Ornato, a Secret Service agent detailed to the White House, came 
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to warn Meadows that many rallygoers waiting to hear from Trump had guns and other weapons, includ-
ing spears attached to the end of flagpoles. Meadows didn’t immediately look up from his cellphone, then 
later asked to confirm that Ornato had briefed Trump, she said. He had.

Terwilliger defended Meadows as able to multitask and to maintain calm during crises. And another 
former Meadows aide, Ben Williamson, tweeted criticism of what he called the “nonsense suggestion that 
Meadows somehow didn’t care about initial violence at the Capitol.”

Hutchinson said she was close enough to Trump at one point to hear him demand that attendees not 
be screened so that they could fill the crowd, saying, “I don’t effing care that they have weapons. They’re 
not here to hurt me.”

And she alleged Trump became so irate at being driven back to the White House after his speech — when 
he exhorted his supporters to “fight like hell” — rather than the Capitol that he tried to grab the steering 
wheel of the presidential vehicle away from a Secret Service agent who was driving.

“I’m the effing president,” Hutchinson said she was told Trump had said.
Hutchinson recently switched lawyers, going from a former Trump White House official to Jody Hunt, a 

veteran former Justice Department official who served as chief of staff to former Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions and who emerged as a key witness for special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into ties 
between Russia and the 2016 Trump campaign.

“While she did not seek out the attention accompanying her testimony today, she believes that it was 
her duty and responsibility to provide the Committee with her truthful and candid observations of the 
events surrounding January 6,” said Hunt and co-counsel William Jordan in a statement. “Ms. Hutchinson 
believes that January 6 was a horrific day for the country, and it is vital to the future of our democracy 
that it not be repeated.”

Ghislaine Maxwell sentenced to 20 years for helping Epstein
By TOM HAYS and LARRY NEUMEISTER Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Ghislaine Maxwell, the jet-setting socialite who once consorted with royals, presidents 

and billionaires, was sentenced Tuesday to 20 years in prison for helping the financier Jeffrey Epstein 
sexually abuse underage girls.

The stiff sentence was a victory for a group of women who spent years fighting for justice after an earlier 
generation of prosecutors failed to pursue the predatory power couple.

Epstein, who killed himself in 2019 while awaiting trial, sexually abused children hundreds of times over 
more than a decade, exploiting vulnerable girls as young as 14. Prosecutors said he couldn’t have done so 
without the help of Maxwell, his longtime companion.

Maxwell, wearing a blue prison uniform and a white mask to conform with coronavirus rules, looked to 
one side as the sentence was announced, but otherwise did not react. She wore leg shackles that could 
be heard rattling when she walked into the courtroom.

The sentence was shorter than the term sought by prosecutors, but Epstein’s accusers still expressed 
relief.

“It’s been an incredibly long road to justice for myself and for many other survivors,” said Sarah Ran-
some, one of Epstein’s accusers. “This is for the girls that didn’t have their say, the ones that weren’t here.”

A jury in December convicted Maxwell, 60, of sex trafficking, transporting a minor to participate in illegal 
sex acts and two conspiracy charges.

Judge Alison J. Nathan noted as she imposed the prison term and a $750,000 fine that Maxwell never 
expressed remorse for her crimes. The judge said she wanted the sentence to send an “unmistakable 
message” that nobody was above the law.

Addressing the court earlier, Maxwell stood at a lectern and said she empathized with the survivors and 
hoped her punishment would bring them peace. But she did not admit culpability and laid blame for the 
abuse on Epstein, saying meeting him was the “greatest regret of my life.”

She called him “a manipulative, cunning and controlling man who lived a profoundly compartmentalized 
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life.”

The judge said Maxwell was being punished for her “heinous and predatory” crimes, not Epstein’s. She 
criticized Maxwell’s “pattern of deflection and blame.”

Four survivors at the sentencing described their sexual abuse, including Annie Farmer, who was briefly 
overcome with emotion as she addressed the judge.

She said she and her sister tried to go public with their stories about being abused by Epstein and Max-
well two decades ago, only to be shut down by the powerful couple through threats and influence with 
authorities.

“We will continue to live with the harm she caused us,” Farmer said.
Inside a courtroom crowded with reporters, three of Maxwell’s siblings sat in a row behind her. Outside 

the courthouse, Kevin Maxwell said that his sister won’t give up on her legal battle, “and we as a family 
will be solidly behind her.”

Defense attorney Bobbi Sternheim promised to appeal. She said Epstein left Maxwell “holding the whole 
bag.”

“We all know that the person who should have been sentenced today escaped accountability, avoided 
his victims, avoided absorbing their pain and receiving the punishment he truly deserved,” she said.

Over the past 17 years, scores of women have accused Epstein of abusing them, with many describing 
Maxwell as the madam who recruited them.

The allegations against Epstein first surfaced in 2005. The FBI and local police had, at the time, amassed 
evidence of sexual misconduct with many underage girls.

But under a deal with federal and state prosecutors in Florida, later criticized as lenient, Epstein pleaded 
guilty to prostitution-related charges involving just one girl and served 13 months in prison, much of it in 
a work-release program. Afterward, he was required to register as a sex offender.

In the years that followed, many women sued Epstein over alleged abuse. One, Virginia Giuffre, claimed 
that Epstein and Maxwell had also pressured her into sexual trysts with other powerful men, including 
Britain’s Prince Andrew. All of those men denied the allegations, and Giuffre ultimately settled a lawsuit 
against Andrew out of court.

Federal prosecutors in New York revived the case against Epstein after stories by the Miami Herald in 
2018 brought new attention to his crimes. He was arrested in 2019, but killed himself a month later.

Eleven months after his death, Maxwell was arrested at a New Hampshire estate. Since then, she has 
been jailed in a federal facility in New York City.

Epstein and Maxwell’s associations with some of the world’s most famous people were not a prominent 
part of her trial, but mentions of friends such as Bill Clinton and Donald Trump showed how the pair ex-
ploited their connections to impress their prey.

The trial revolved around allegations from only a handful of Epstein’s accusers.
Four testified that they were abused as teens in the 1990s and early 2000s at Epstein’s mansions in 

Florida, New York, New Mexico and the Virgin Islands.
Three were identified in court only by their first names or pseudonyms to protect their privacy: Jane, a 

television actress; Kate, an ex-model from the U.K.; and Carolyn, now a mom recovering from drug addic-
tion. The fourth was Farmer, the sole accuser to identify herself in court by her real name, after speaking 
out publicly.

They described how Maxwell charmed them with conversation and gifts and promises that Epstein could 
use his wealth and connections to help fulfill their dreams.

Then, they testified, she led them to give massages to Epstein that turned sexual and played it off as 
normal.

Carolyn testified that she was one of several underprivileged teens who lived near Epstein’s Florida home 
in the early 2000s and took up an offer to massage him in exchange for $100 bills in what prosecutors 
described as “a pyramid of abuse.”

Maxwell made all the arrangements, Carolyn told the jury, even though she knew the girl was only 14 
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at the time.

Maxwell’s lawyers fought to have her conviction tossed out on the grounds of juror misconduct. Days 
after the verdict, one juror gave media interviews in which he disclosed he had been sexually abused as 
a child — something he hadn’t told the court during jury selection. Maxwell’s lawyers said she deserved 
a new trial. A judge disagreed.

During Maxwell’s sentencing hearing Tuesday, the juror sat quietly among other spectators.
At least eight women submitted letters to the judge, describing the sexual abuse they said they endured.
Anne Holve and Philip Maxwell, her eldest siblings, wrote to the court to ask for leniency and said that 

their sister’s relationship with Epstein began soon after the 1991 death of their father, the British newspa-
per magnate Robert Maxwell.

Robert Maxwell, they wrote, subjected his daughter to “frequent rapid mood swings, huge rages and 
rejections,” which “led her to becoming very vulnerable to abusive and powerful men who would be able 
to take advantage of her innate good nature.”

Ransome — an accuser whose allegations weren’t included in the trial — testified about the lasting harm 
to her life, gazing directly at Maxwell several times.

“You broke me in unfathomable ways,” said Ransome, who twice tried to die by suicide. “But you did 
not break my spirit.”

Instagram hides some posts that mention abortion
By AMANDA SEITZ Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Instagram is blocking posts that mention abortion from public view, in some cases 

requiring its users to confirm their age before letting them view posts that offer up information about the 
procedure.

Over the last day, several Instagram accounts run by abortion rights advocacy groups have found their 
posts or stories hidden with a warning that described the posts as “sensitive content.” Instagram said it 
was working to fix the problem Tuesday, describing it as a “bug.”

In one example, Instagram covered a post on a page with more than 25,000 followers that shared text 
reading: “Abortion in America How You Can Help.” The post went on to encourage followers to donate 
money to abortion organizations and to protest the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to strip constitutional 
protections for abortion.

The post was slapped with a warning from Instagram that covered the post, reading “This photo may 
contain graphic or violent content.”

Instagram’s latest snafu follows an Associated Press report that Facebook and Instagram were promptly 
deleting posts that offered to mail out abortion pills in states that restrict their use. The tech platforms 
said they were deleting the posts because they violated policies against selling or gifting certain products, 
including pharmaceuticals, drugs and firearms.

Yet, the AP’s review found that similar posts offering to mail a gun or marijuana were not removed by 
Facebook. The company did not respond to questions about the discrepancy.

Berlin photographer Zoe Noble runs the Instagram page that had its post referencing abortion blocked 
for viewing. The page, which celebrates women who decide not to have children, has been live for over a 
year. Monday was the first time a post mentioning abortion was restricted by Instagram, although Noble 
has mentioned it many times before.

“I was really confused because we’ve never had this happen before, and we’ve talked about abortion 
before,” Noble said. “I was really shocked that the word abortion seemed to be flagged.”

The platform offers no way for users to dispute the restriction.
The AP identified nearly a dozen other posts that mentioned the word “abortion” and were subsequently 

covered up by Instagram. All of the posts were informational in nature, and none of the posts featured 
photos of abortions. An Instagram post by an AP reporter that asked people if they were experiencing 
the problem was also covered by the company on Tuesday, and required users to enter their age in order 
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to view it.

The AP inquired about the problem on Tuesday morning. Hours later, Instagram’s communication depart-
ment acknowledged the problem on Twitter, describing it as a glitch. A spokesman for Instagram-owner 
Meta Platforms Inc. said in an email that the company does not place age restrictions around its abortion 
content.

“We’re hearing that people around the world are seeing our ‘sensitivity screens,’ on many different types 
of content when they shouldn’t be. We’re looking into this bug and working on a fix now,” the company 
tweeted.

Tech companies like Meta can hide details about how posts or keywords have been promoted or hidden 
from view, said Brooke Erin Duffy, a professor at Cornell University who studies social media.

“This can all take place behind the scenes, and it can be attributed to a glitch,” Duffy said. “We don’t 
know what happened. That’s what’s chilling about this.”

EXPLAINER: Abortion, tech and surveillance
By BARBARA ORTUTAY AP Technology Writer
With abortion now or soon to be illegal in over a dozen states and severely restricted in many more, Big 

Tech companies that vacuum up personal details of their users are facing new calls to limit that tracking 
and surveillance. One fear is that law enforcement or vigilantes could use those data troves against people 
seeking ways to end unwanted pregnancies.

History has repeatedly demonstrated that whenever people’s personal data is tracked and stored, there’s 
always a risk that it could be misused or abused. With the Supreme Court’s Friday overruling of the 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion, collected location data, text messages, search histories, 
emails and seemingly innocuous period and ovulation-tracking apps could be used to prosecute people 
who seek an abortion — or medical care for a miscarriage — as well as those who assist them.

“In the digital age, this decision opens the door to law enforcement and private bounty hunters seeking 
vast amounts of private data from ordinary Americans,” said Alexandra Reeve Givens, the president and 
CEO of the Center for Democracy and Technology, a Washington-based digital rights nonprofit.

IT’S ALREADY HAPPENING
Until this past May, anyone could buy a weekly trove of data on clients at more than 600 Planned Par-

enthood sites around the country for as little as $160, according to a recent Vice investigation. The files 
included approximate patient addresses — derived from where their cellphones “sleep” at night — income 
brackets, time spent at the clinic, and the top places people visited before and afterward.

It’s all possible because federal law — specifically, HIPAA, the 1996 Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act — protects the privacy of medical files at your doctor’s office, but not any information 
that third-party apps or tech companies collect about you. This is also true if an app that collects your 
data shares it with a third party that might abuse it.

In 2017, a Black woman in Mississippi named Latice Fisher was charged with second-degree murder 
after she sought medical care for a pregnancy loss.

“While receiving care from medical staff, she was also immediately treated with suspicion of committing 
a crime,” civil rights attorney and Ford Foundation fellow Cynthia Conti-Cook wrote in her 2020 paper, 
“Surveilling the Digital Abortion Diary.” Fisher’s “statements to nurses, the medical records, and the au-
topsy records of her fetus were turned over to the local police to investigate whether she intentionally 
killed her fetus,” she wrote.

Fisher was indicted on a second-degree murder charge in 2018; conviction could have led to life in prison. 
The murder charge was later dismissed. Evidence against her, though included her online search history, 
which included queries on how to induce a miscarriage and how to buy abortion pills online.

“Her digital data gave prosecutors a ‘window into (her) soul’ to substantiate their general theory that 
she did not want the fetus to survive,” Conti-Cook wrote.

Fisher is not alone. In 2019, prosecutors presented a young Ohio mother’s browsing history during a trial 
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in which she stood accused of killing and burying her newborn baby. Defense attorneys for Brooke Skylar 
Richardson, who was ultimately acquitted of murder and manslaughter charges, said the baby was stillborn.

But prosecutors argued she’d killed her daughter, pointing in part to Richardson’s internet search history, 
which included a query for “how to get rid of a baby.” She was later acquitted.

INDUSTRY RESPONSE
Technology companies have by and large tried to sidestep the issue of abortion where their users are 

concerned. They haven’t said how they might cooperate with law enforcement or government agencies 
trying to prosecute people seeking an abortion where it is illegal — or who are helping someone do so.

Last week, four Democratic lawmakers asked federal regulators to investigate Apple and Google for al-
legedly deceiving millions of mobile phone users by enabling the collection and sale of their personal data 
to third parties.

“Individuals seeking abortions and other reproductive healthcare will become particularly vulnerable to 
privacy harms, including through the collection and sharing of their location data,” the lawmakers said in 
the letter. “Data brokers are already selling, licensing and sharing the location information of people that 
visit abortion providers to anyone with a credit card.”

Apple and Google did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Governments and law enforcement can subpoena companies for data on their users. Generally, Big Tech 

policies suggest the companies will comply with abortion-related data requests unless they see them as 
overly broad. Meta, for instance, pointed to its online transparency report, which says “we comply with 
government requests for user information only where we have a good-faith belief that the law requires 
us to do so.”

Online rights advocates say that’s not enough.
“In this new environment, tech companies must step up and play a crucial role in protecting women’s 

digital privacy and access to online information,” said Givens, of the Center for Democracy and Technol-
ogy, said. For instance, they could strengthen and expand the use of privacy-protecting encryption; limit 
the collection, sharing and sale of information that can reveal pregnancy status; and refrain from using 
artificial intelligence tools that could also infer which users are likely to be pregnant.

WHAT ABOUT PERIOD APPS?
After Friday’s Supreme Court ruling, some period-tracking apps tried to assure users that their data was 

safe. But it helps to read the fine print of the apps’ privacy policies.
Flo Health, the company behind a widely-used period tracking app, tweeted Friday that it would soon 

launch an “Anonymous Mode” intended to removes personal identity from user accounts and pledged not 
to sell personal data of its users.

Clue, which also has a period tracking app, said it keeps users’ health data — particularly related to 
pregnancies, pregnancy loss or abortion — “private and safe” with data encryption. It also said it uses 
auditing software for regulatory compliance and removes user identities before their data is analyzed by 
the scientific researchers the company works with.

At the same time, the company acknowledged that it employs “some carefully selected service provid-
ers to process data on our behalf.” For those purposes, it said, “we share as little data as possible in the 
safest way possible.” But Clue offered no further details.

BURDEN ON THE USER
Unless all of your data is securely encrypted, there’s always a chance that someone, somewhere can 

access it. So abortion rights activists suggest that people in states where abortion is outlawed should limit 
the creation of such data in the first place.

For instance, they urge turning off phone location services — or just leaving your phone at home — 
when seeking reproductive health care. To be safe, they say, it’s good to read the privacy policies of any 
health apps in use.

The Electronic Frontier Foundation suggests using more privacy-conscious web browsers such as Brave, 
Firefox and DuckDuckGo — but also recommends double-checking their privacy settings.

There are also ways to turn off ad identifiers on both Apple and Android phones that stop advertisers 
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from being able to track you. This is generally a good idea in any case. Apple will ask you if you want to 
be tracked each time you download a new app. For apps you already have, the tracking can be turned 
off manually.

Serena Williams loses at Wimbledon in 1st match in a year
By HOWARD FENDRICH AP Tennis Writer
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) — Serena Williams began — and ended — her comeback at Wimbledon 

after 364 days out of singles competition looking very much like someone who hadn’t competed in just 
that long. She missed shots, shook her head, rolled her eyes.

In between, there were moments where Williams played very much like someone whose strokes and will 
have carried her to 23 Grand Slam titles. She hit blistering serves and strokes, celebrated with arms aloft.

Returning to the site of her last singles match, which she had to stop after less than a set because of 
an injury on June 29, 2021, and seven of her major championships, the 40-year-old Williams came within 
two points of victory. But she could not finish the job against an opponent making her Wimbledon debut 
and bowed out with a 7-5, 1-6, 7-6 (10-7) loss to 115th-ranked Harmony Tan of France.

“It’s definitely better than last year,” Williams said. “That’s a start.”
Asked whether this might have been her last match, Williams replied: “That’s a question I can’t answer. 

I don’t know. ... Who knows? Who knows where I’ll pop up?”
With her older sister, Venus, jumping out of a guest box seat at Centre Court to celebrate the best points, 

Serena Williams was oh-so-close to pulling out a topsy-turvy match that lasted 3 hours, 11 minutes and 
was contested with the retractable roof shut for the last two sets.

“For my first Wimbledon, it’s: Wow. Just wow,” said the 24-year-old Tan, who recalled watching Williams 
on TV as a youngster.

“When I saw the draw, I was really scared,” Tan said with a laugh, “because it’s Serena Williams. She’s 
a legend. I was like, ‘Oh, my God, how can I play?’”

This is one indication of how things were at the get-go: Of Tan’s first 11 points, only one came via a 
winner she produced. Others came via errors by Williams, either forced or unforced.

While Williams — who wore two pieces of black tape on her right cheek; the reason was not immediately 
clear — recovered from dropping the opening two games to lead 4-2, she reversed course again and al-
lowed Tan to quickly climb back into that set with her mix of spins and slices.

When Tan pulled even at 4-all by striking a down-the-line backhand winner, she celebrated with a yell; 
that shot was so good that even Williams felt compelled to applaud.

Tan came into the day with a 2-6 career record at all Grand Slam tournaments. Clearly enjoying her-
self — and the setting, the moment, the way it all was going — she broke to lead 6-5 with the help of a 
cross-court forehand winner, looked at her guest box, raised a fist and waved her arms to ask for more 
noise from a crowd that was loudly backing Williams.

Soon enough, a forehand passing winner gave Tan that set. At that point, it seemed reasonable to ask: 
Could Tan pull off by far the biggest victory of her career? Might Williams exit a major in the first round 
for only the third time in 80 appearances (the previous were a loss at the 2012 French Open and that 
mid-match retirement at Wimbledon last year)?

The latter is what happened, of course, although Williams certainly played spectacularly in the second 
set. She won a monumental game to lead 2-0, breaking after 30 points and 12 deuces across almost 20 
minutes when Tan shanked a forehand into the chair umpire’s stand.

In a blink, then, it was 5-0 and sure seemed as if Williams was on her way.
Her serves picked up pace and became more accurate, too: After winning just 57% of her first-serve 

points in the first set, she claimed 80% in the second. Her other strokes were better-calibrated: After 
making 22 unforced errors in the first set, she made 13 in the second.

In the third set, Williams was two points from advancing while serving for the match at 5-4 but couldn’t 
get closer.
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Williams has spent more than 300 weeks ranked No. 1 but currently is 1,204th on account off all of that 

time off and thus needed a wild-card invitation from the All England Club to enter the bracket.
“If you’re playing week in, week out, or even every three weeks, every four weeks, there’s a little bit 

more match toughness,” she said. “But with that being said, I felt like I played pretty OK on some of ‘em. 
Not all of ‘em. Maybe some key ones I definitely could have played better. You’ve got to think if I were 
playing matches, I wouldn’t miss some of those points.”

Still, Tan was a point from victory at 6-5, and Williams erased that with a forehand winner — beginning 
a seven-point run that not only sent the match to a tiebreaker but put her ahead 4-0 in it.

Yet Tan would not go gently. She grabbed five points in a row for a 5-4 lead in the new final-set tiebreaker 
format adopted this year by all four tennis majors: first to 10 points, win by two.

At crunch time, when Williams has excelled so often on so many big stages, she faltered. Tan came 
through.

Next for Tan is a second-round match Thursday against No. 32 seed Sara Sorribes Tormo of Spain. Sor-
ribes Tormo advanced by defeating American qualifier Christina McHale 6-2, 6-1.

Earlier Tuesday, No. 1 Iga Swiatek extended her winning streak to 36 matches by beating Croatian quali-
fier Jana Fett 6-0, 6-3, while others advancing in the women’s bracket included No. 11 Coco Gauff, 2021 
French Open champion Barbora Krejcikova and 2019 U.S. Open champion Bianca Andreescu.

In the men’s field, the most significant matter Tuesday was the withdrawal of Matteo Berrettini, last 
year’s runner-up to Novak Djokovic at the All England Club, because of a positive COVID-19 test. Another 
past finalist, Marin Cilic, pulled out Monday for the same reason.

Both Berrettini, who went 9-0 on grass courts elsewhere this month, and Cilic, the 2014 U.S. Open 
champion, got themselves checked for COVID-19 after developing symptoms; players are not required to 
get tested in order to compete.

Men’s winners included 22-time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal, No. 4 seed Stefanos Tsitsipas, No. 11 
Taylor Fritz and unseeded Nick Kyrgios. No. 6 Felix Auger-Aliassime bowed out against serve-and-volleying 
American Maxime Cressy 6-7 (5), 6-4, 7-6 (9), 7-6 (5).

The men’s bracket already is missing six of the top 11 in the ATP rankings: No. 1 Daniil Medvedev (ban 
on Russians), No. 2 Alexander Zverev (ankle surgery), Auger-Alissiame, No. 8 Andrey Rublev (ban on Rus-
sians), No. 10 Hubert Hurkacz (lost Monday) and No. 11 Berrettini.

“I feel very sorry for him,” Nadal said about Berrettini, “because he was playing fantastic.”

FDA advisers recommend updating COVID booster shots for fall
By LAURAN NEERGAARD and MATTHEW PERRONE Associated Press
At least some U.S. adults may get updated COVID-19 shots this fall, as government advisers voted Tues-

day that it’s time to tweak booster doses to better match the most recent virus variants.
Advisers to the Food and Drug Administration wrestled with how to modify doses now when there’s no 

way to know how the rapidly mutating virus will evolve by fall — especially since people who get today’s 
recommended boosters remain strongly protected against COVID-19’s worst outcomes.

Ultimately the FDA panel voted 19-2 that COVID-19 boosters should contain some version of the super-
contagious omicron variant, to be ready for an anticipated fall booster campaign.

“We are going to be behind the eight-ball if we wait longer,” said one adviser, Dr. Mark Sawyer of the 
University of California, San Diego.

The FDA will have to decide the exact recipe, but expect a combination shot that adds protection against 
either omicron or some of its newer relatives to the original vaccine.

“None of us has a crystal ball” to know the next threatening variant, said FDA vaccine chief Dr. Peter 
Marks. But “we may at least bring the immune system closer to being able to respond to what’s circulat-
ing” now rather than far older virus strains.

It’s not clear who would be offered a tweaked booster — they might be urged only for older adults or 
those at high risk from the virus. But the FDA is expected to decide on the recipe change within days 
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and then Pfizer and Moderna will have to seek authorization for the appropriately updated doses, time for 
health authorities to settle on a fall strategy.

Current COVID-19 vaccines have saved millions of lives globally. With a booster dose, those used in the 
U.S. retain strong protection against hospitalization and death but their ability to block infection dropped 
markedly when omicron appeared. And the omicron mutant that caused the winter surge has been replaced 
by its genetically distinct relatives. The two newest omicron cousins, called BA.4 and BA.5, together now 
make up half of U.S. cases, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Pfizer and Moderna already were brewing boosters that add protection to the first omicron mutant. 
Their combination shots, what scientists call “bivalent” vaccines, substantially boosted levels of antibodies 
capable of fighting that variant, more than simply giving another dose of today’s vaccine.

Both companies found the tweaked shots also offered some cross-protection against those worrisome 
BA.4 and BA.5 mutants, too, but not nearly as much.

Many scientists favor the combination approach because it preserves the original vaccines’ proven benefits, 
which include some cross-protection against other mutants that have cropped up during the pandemic.

The question facing FDA is the correct recipe change. Both companies said they’d have plenty of omicron-
targeted combo shots by October but Moderna said switching to target omicron’s newest relatives might 
delay its version another month.

Further complicating the decision is that only half of vaccinated Americans have received that all-important 
first booster. And while the CDC says protection against hospitalization has slipped some for older adults, 
a second booster that’s recommended for people 50 and older seems to restore it. But only a quarter of 
those eligible for the additional booster have gotten one.

Marks said that by tweaking the shots, “we’re hoping we can convince people to go get that booster to 
strengthen their immune response and help prevent another wave.”

The logistics will be challenging. Many Americans haven’t had their first vaccinations yet, including young 
children who just became eligible — and it’s not clear whether tweaked boosters eventually might lead to 
a change in the primary vaccine. But the FDA’s advisers said it’s important to go ahead and study updated 
vaccine recipes in children, too.

And one more complexity: A third company, Novavax, is awaiting FDA authorization of a more traditional 
kind of COVID-19 vaccine, protein-based shots. Novavax argued Tuesday that a booster of its regular 
vaccine promises a good immune response against the new omicron mutants without a recipe change.

Advisers to the World Health Organization recently said omicron-tweaked shots would be most beneficial 
as a booster only, because they should increase the breadth of people’s cross-protection against multiple 
variants.

“We don’t want the world to lose confidence in vaccines that are currently available,” said Dr. Kanta 
Subbarao, a virologist who chairs that WHO committee.

Turkey lifts its objections to Sweden, Finland joining NATO
By JILL LAWLESS and JOSEPH WILSON Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Turkey agreed Tuesday to lift its opposition to Sweden and Finland joining NATO, end-

ing an impasse that had clouded a leaders’ summit opening in Madrid amid Europe’s worst security crisis 
in decades, triggered by the war in Ukraine.

After urgent top-level talks with leaders of the three countries, alliance Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg said that “we now have an agreement that paves the way for Finland and Sweden to join NATO.” He 
called it “a historic decision.”

Among its many shattering consequences, President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has prompted 
Sweden and Finland to abandon their long-held nonaligned status and apply to join NATO as protection 
against an increasingly aggressive and unpredictable Russia — which shares a long border with Finland. 
Under NATO treaties, an attack on any member would be considered an attack against all and trigger a 
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military response by the entire alliance.

NATO operates by consensus, and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had threatened to block the 
Nordic pair, insisting they change their stance on Kurdish rebel groups that Turkey considers terrorists.

After weeks of diplomacy and hours of talks on Tuesday, Finnish President Sauli Niinistö said the three 
leaders had signed a joint agreement to break the logjam.

Turkey said it had “got what it wanted” including “full cooperation ... in the fight against” the rebel groups.
Stoltenberg said leaders of the 30-nation alliance will issue a formal invitation to the two countries to 

join on Wednesday. The decision has to be ratified by all individual nations, but he said he was “absolutely 
confident” Finland and Sweden would become members, something that could happen within months.

Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson said the agreement was “good for Finland and Sweden. 
And it’s good for NATO.”

She said completing the process of membership should be done “the sooner the better.”
“But there are 30 parliaments that need to approve this and you never know,” Andersson told the As-

sociated Press.
Turkey hailed Tuesday’s agreement as a triumph, saying the Nordic nations had agreed to crack down on 

groups that Ankara deems national security threats, including the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, and 
its Syrian extension. It said they also agreed “not to impose embargo restrictions in the field of defense 
industry” on Turkey and to take “concrete steps on the extradition of terrorist criminals.”

Turkey has demanded that Finland and Sweden extradite wanted individuals and lift arms restrictions 
imposed after Turkey’s 2019 military incursion into northeast Syria.

Turkey, in turn, agreed “to support at the 2022 Madrid Summit the invitation of Finland and Sweden to 
become members of NATO.”

Details of exactly what was agreed were unclear. Amineh Kakabaveh, an independent Swedish lawmaker 
of Kurdish origin whose support the government depends on for a majority in Parliament, said it was 
“worrisome that Sweden isn’t revealing what promises it has given Erdogan.”

Andersson dismissed suggestions Sweden and Finland had conceded too much.
Asked if the Swedish public will see the agreement as a concession on issues like extraditions of Kurdish 

militants regarded by Ankara as terrorists, Andersson said “they will see that this is good for the security 
of Sweden.”

U.S. President Joe Biden congratulated the three nations on taking a “crucial step.”
Amid speculation about a U.S. role in ending the deadlock, a senior administration official said Washington 

did not offer any concessions to Turkey to coax it to accept a deal. But the official said the U.S. played a 
crucial role in helping bring the two parties closer together, and Biden spoke with Erdogan Tuesday morn-
ing at the behest of Sweden and Finland to help encourage the talks.

The agreement came at the opening of a crucial summit, dominated by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, that 
will set the course of the alliance for the coming years. The summit was kicking off with a leaders’ dinner 
hosted by Spain’s King Felipe VI at the 18th-century Royal Palace of Madrid.

Top of the agenda in meetings Wednesday and Thursday is strengthening defenses against Russia, and 
supporting Ukraine.

Moscow’s invasion on Feb. 24 shook European security and brought shelling of cities and bloody ground 
battles back to the continent. NATO, which had begun to turn its focus to terrorism and other non-state 
threats, has had to confront an adversarial Russia once again.

Biden said NATO was “as united and galvanized as I think we have ever been.”
A Russian missile strike Monday on a shopping mall in the central Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk was a 

grim reminder of the war’s horrors. Some saw the timing, as Group of Seven leaders met in Germany and 
just ahead of the NATO gathering, as a message from Moscow.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is due to address NATO leaders by video on Wednesday, 
called the strike on the mall a “terrorist” act.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko traveled to Madrid to urge the alliance to provide his country with “whatever 



Wednesday, June 29, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 357 ~ 81 of 88

Groton Daily Independent
it takes” to stop the war.

“Wake up, guys. This is happening now. You are going to be next, this is going to be knocking on your 
door just in the blink of an eye,” Klitschko told reporters at the summit venue.

Stoltenberg said the meeting would chart a blueprint for the alliance “in a more dangerous and unpre-
dictable world” — and that meant “we have to invest more in our defense,” Stoltenberg said. Just nine of 
NATO’s 30 members meet the organization’s target of spending 2% of gross domestic product on defense. 
Spain, which is hosting the summit, spends just half that.

Stoltenberg said Monday that NATO allies will agree at the summit to increase the strength of the alli-
ance’s rapid reaction force nearly eightfold, from 40,000 to 300,000 troops. The troops will be based in 
their home nations, but dedicated to specific countries on NATO’s eastern flank, where the alliance plans 
to build up stocks of equipment and ammunition.

Beneath the surface, there are tensions within NATO over how the war will end and what, if any, conces-
sions Ukraine should make to end the fighting.

There are also differences on how hard a line to take on China in NATO’s new Strategic Concept — its 
once-a-decade set of priorities and goals. The last document, published in 2010, didn’t mention China at all.

The new concept is expected to set out NATO’s approach on issues from cybersecurity to climate change 
— and the growing economic and military reach of China, and the rising importance and power of the 
Indo-Pacific region. For the first time, the leaders of Japan, Australia, South Korea and New Zealand are 
attending the summit as guests.

Some European members are wary of the tough U.S. line on Beijing and don’t want China cast as an 
opponent.

In the Strategic Concept, NATO is set to declare Russia its number one threat.
Russia’s state space agency, Roscosmos marked the summit’s opening by releasing satellite images and 

coordinates of the Madrid conference hall where it is being held, along with those of the White House, the 
Pentagon and the government headquarters in London, Paris and Berlin.

The agency said NATO was set to declare Russia an enemy at the summit, adding that it was publishing 
precise coordinates “just in case.”

Scottish leader calls for new independence vote next year
By SYLVIA HUI Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Scotland’s leader told lawmakers in Edinburgh Tuesday that she plans to hold a fresh 

referendum on Scotland’s independence on Oct. 19, 2023 — even though U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
maintains it wasn’t the right time for such a vote.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said the question to be asked will be the same as that in Scotland’s first 
independence vote in 2014: “Should Scotland be an independent country?”

The U.K.-wide government of Johnson opposes a new referendum and has repeatedly said the issue was 
settled in 2014, when 55% saying they wanted to remain part of the United Kingdom.

Scotland’s government requires a special order from Johnson to legally hold a referendum.
Sturgeon said she will ask the U.K. Supreme Court to rule on the Scottish government’s right to hold the 

vote if Johnson does not give the go-ahead.
Scotland’s most senior law official has referred the matter to the top court on Tuesday, she said.
She added that she would be writing to Johnson to inform him of her plans.
Sturgeon, who leads the Scottish National Party and the devolved government in Scotland, insists it’s 

time to revisit the matter of independence, not least because of Britain’s exit from the European Union — 
a move opposed by a majority of Scots.

“My determination is to secure a process that allows the people of Scotland, whether yes, no or yet to 
be decided, to express their views in a legal, constitutional referendum so the majority view can be es-
tablished fairly and democratically,” she said Tuesday.



Wednesday, June 29, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 357 ~ 82 of 88

Groton Daily Independent
Johnson said he would study Sturgeon’s plans for a second referendum, but stressed that “the focus of 

the country should be on building a stronger economy.”
“We will study it very carefully and we will respond properly ... I certainly think that we’ll be able to have 

a stronger economy and a stronger country together,” he told reporters.
A spokesman for Johnson’s office said his position is unchanged and he “continues to think it’s not the 

time to be talking about a referendum.”
The spokesman said the government will not be drawn into “hypotheticals” about whether it would open 

negotiations for Scottish independence if Scots vote for it in a referendum next year.
Even if the referendum does go ahead as proposed, a majority vote will not by itself make Scotland 

independent from the rest of the U.K.
“For Scotland to become independent following a yes vote, legislation would have to be passed by the 

U.K. and Scottish Parliaments,” Sturgeon stressed.
Sturgeon maintains that her party’s success in local elections last year gives her a mandate for a fresh 

referendum. While the Scottish National Party did not win overall control in the Scottish Parliament, the 
election of a record number of Scottish Green lawmakers means there is a majority for a new indepen-
dence vote.

Sturgeon said that if there was no lawful way for the Scottish government to hold a referendum, and if 
Johnson’s government refused to grant permission for such a vote, she would fight the next U.K. general 
election on the single issue of independence.

Opposition parties have criticized Sturgeon for her “obsession” with holding a new independence vote and 
say she should instead be focused on more practical matters such as tackling the soaring cost of living.

“A potentially illegal referendum next year is the wrong priority for Scotland,” Scottish Conservative 
leader Douglas Ross said. “We won’t play Nicola Sturgeon’s games. We won’t take part in a pretend poll 
when there is real work to be done.”

Like Wales and Northern Ireland, Scotland has its own parliament and devolved government and makes 
its own policies on public health, education and other matters. But the U.K.-wide government in London 
controls matters such as defense and fiscal policy.

The AP Interview: Spanish PM says NATO summit to show unity
By ARITZ PARRA and CIARÁN GILES Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez said the NATO summit in Madrid this week aims 

to showcase the Western allies’ united front in defense of democratic values in the face of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, while increasing the bloc’s deterrence capabilities.

In an interview with The Associated Press a day before the summit begins Tuesday, he reiterated that 
the alliance would not tolerate any territorial aggression against its members.

“We have to transmit a message of deterrence, that we are ready to defend every centimeter of allied 
territory,” Sánchez said.

Russian President Vladimir “Putin is not just invading Ukraine. What he wants is to destabilize, weaken 
the security, the prosperity of Europe.”

Speaking at the palace that hosts the prime minister’s office and residence in Madrid, Sánchez said the 
chief aim of the NATO summit was to send “a message of unity in line with democracy, security, international 
order, based on rules that, unfortunately, Putin and the Russian Federation have blown to smithereens 
with the invasion of Ukraine.”

A key issue will be boosting NATO’s military presence on its eastern flank, as well as satisfying Spain’s 
demand to not ignore budding threats on the southern fringe of the alliance, especially from unstable 
African areas such as the Sahel.

NATO’s secretary-general, Jens Stoltenberg, said Monday the alliance will increase the size of its rapid 
reaction force to 300,000 troops. The force currently has about 40,000 soldiers.

Stoltenberg also said the allies will discuss how to respond to the growing influence of Russia and China 
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in NATO’s “southern neighborhood.”

The Madrid summit, which opens with a state dinner Tuesday followed by discussions on Wednesday, 
was announced a year ago with eyes set on a new “Strategic Concept,” the once-in-a-decade renewal of 
vows by NATO members that outlines the threats to the alliance and its response.

But after Moscow launched its Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine, a key issue has become Finland and Swe-
den’s ending of their non-aligned and neutrality stance to apply for NATO membership, something that 
has greatly irked Russia.

NATO’s proclaimed unity is being put to test on the issue, as Turkey, which has the second-biggest army 
in the alliance after the United States, is looking for guarantees from Finland and Sweden regarding Kurd-
ish groups that Ankara regards as terrorists.

The leaders of the three countries announced they would hold a special meeting Tuesday in Madrid.
“The incorporation of Finland and Sweden, before or after, will be made possible,” Sánchez told the AP. 

“We would like it to be in the Madrid summit, I don’t deny it but, evidently, if it’s not the case, the talks 
will continue.”

Sánchez, a Socialist politician who has led Spain’s first national coalition government since early 2020, is 
facing criticism from Unidas Podemos (United We Can), a far-left party that holds five of the 22 seats in 
the Cabinet, for its backing of NATO’s military commitment to Ukraine.

Some United We Can members have said they won’t back Spain’s national budget next year if it increases 
military spending while Spaniards grapple with runaway inflation and other economic hardship.

Without specifying a timeframe, Sánchez said Spain was committed to increasing its defense budget 
from just over 1% of GDP — the second-lowest share of all European NATO members — to the 2% com-
mitted by all allies “in the next decade.”

Two of the most-watched items at the summit will be Russia and China when it comes to NATO’s new 
strategic roadmap for the next 10 years.

Sánchez said the “Strategic Concept,” which was last updated in Lisbon in 2010, will see Russia trans-
formed from being considered a NATO partner to becoming “the principal threat to the security of the 
Atlantic Alliance.”

Regarding China, Sánchez said that Beijing “represents a challenge that also offers opportunities for col-
laboration,” indicating that Spain doesn’t support classifying Beijing’s assertiveness as a threat, as some 
allies may want.

Pressed by the global disruption the Ukraine war is unleashing on energy and food supplies and the 
prospect of a serious recession, some European leaders have started to call for a negotiated end of the 
war, even if that involves territorial sacrifices by Ukraine.

But Sánchez steered clear of supporting those calls.
“It’s a decision that Ukraine must take, not us,” he said.

G-7 leaders united behind Ukraine, aim at Kremlin oil money
By ZEKE MILLER and GEIR MOULSON Associated Press
ELMAU, Germany (AP) — Leaders of the world’s biggest developed economies said Tuesday they would 

explore far-reaching steps to cap Russia’s income from oil sales that are financing its invasion of Ukraine 
and struck a united stance to support Kyiv for “as long as it takes” as the war grinds on.

The final statement from the Group of Seven summit in Germany underlined their intent to impose “se-
vere and immediate economic costs” on Russia.

It left out key details on how fossil fuel price caps would work in practice, setting up more discussion in 
the weeks ahead to “explore ... the feasibility” of measures to bar imports of Russian oil above a certain 
level.

That would hit a key Russian source of income and, in theory, help relieve the energy price spikes and 
inflation afflicting the global economy as a result of the war.

“We remain steadfast in our commitment to our unprecedented coordination on sanctions for as long 
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as necessary, acting in unison at every stage,” the leaders said.

The G-7 leaders — representing the U.S., Germany, France, Italy, the U.K., Canada and Japan — on 
Monday pledged to support Ukraine “for as long as it takes” after conferring by video link with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Zelenskyy has openly worried that the West has become fatigued by the 
cost of a war that is contributing to soaring energy costs and price hikes on essential goods around the 
globe. The G-7 has sought to assuage those concerns.

Leaders also agreed on a ban on imports of Russian gold and to step up aid to countries hit with food 
shortages by the blockade on Ukraine grain shipments through the Black Sea.

“We agree that (Russian) President (Vladimir) Putin must not win this war, and we will continue to keep 
up and drive higher the economic and political costs for President Putin and his regime,” said the summit 
host, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. “For that, it is important to stand together -- including in the long 
haul that we certainly still face.”

French President Emmanuel Macron said Russia “cannot and should not win” the war in Ukraine — as 
its terrible toll was on full view the day after a Russian missile strike hit a shopping mall in the town of 
Kremenchuk, killing 18 people.

The price cap — pushed by U.S. President Joe Biden — would in theory work by barring service provides 
such as shippers or insurers from dealing with oil priced above a fixed level. That could work because the 
service providers are mostly located in the European Union or the U.K. and thus within reach of sanctions. 
To be effective, however, it would have to involve as many consuming countries as possible, in particular 
India, where refiners have been snapping up cheap Russian oil shunned by Western traders. Details on 
how the proposal would be implemented were left for continuing talks in coming weeks.

The U.S. has already blocked Russian oil imports, which were small in any case. The European Union 
has decided to impose a ban on the 90% of Russian oil that comes by sea, but the ban does not take ef-
fect until the end of the year, meaning Europe continues to send money to Russia for energy even while 
condemning the war. Meanwhile, higher global oil prices have softened the blow to Russia’s income, even 
as Western traders shun Russian oil.

Energy themes were front and center at the summit throughout. Europe is scrambling to find new sources 
of oil and fresh supplies of gas as Russia dials back gas supplies in what leaders say is a political move. 
Meanwhile high energy prices are a headache for G-7 countries’ consumers.

Scholz defended the G-7’s decision to soften commitments to end public support for fossil fuel invest-
ments, saying the war in Ukraine means time-limited support for new natural gas extraction projects may 
be necessary.

The group showed wide-ranging concern about China. The leaders stressed that it is “necessary to 
cooperate with China on shared global challenges” but underlined their stance that China should urge 
Russia to halt the war, respect human rights in Hong Kong, refrain from military action against Taiwan, 
and improve its non-transparent trade and economic practices.

From the secluded Schloss Elmau hotel in the Bavarian Alps, the G-7 leaders will move to Madrid for a 
summit of NATO leaders, where fallout from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine will again dominate the agenda. 
All G-7 members other than Japan are NATO members, and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has 
been invited to Madrid.

While the group’s annual gathering has been dominated by the war, Scholz has been keen to show that 
the G-7 also can move ahead on pre-war priorities.

Members pledged Tuesday to create a new ‘climate club’ for nations that want to take more ambitious 
action to tackle global warming.

The move, championed by Scholz, will see countries that join the club agree on tougher measures to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions with the aim of keeping global temperatures from rising more than 1.5 
Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) this century compared with pre-industrial times.

Countries that are part of the club will try to harmonize their measures in such a way that they are 
comparable and avoid members imposing climate-related tariffs on each others’ imports.
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Scholz said the aim was to “ensure that protecting the climate is a competitive advantage, not a disad-

vantage.”
He said details of the planned climate club would be finalized this year.

After Roe: Dems challenge GOP to show they care for mothers
By JOSH BOAK Associated Press
The Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade’s constitutional protections for abortion rights set 

off a contest between Democrats and Republicans going into the midterm elections over whose policies 
would do more to help vulnerable mothers and children.

Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., who heads the Republican campaign committee in the Senate, said GOP lawmak-
ers now have the responsibility to “do everything in our power to meet the needs of struggling women 
and their families so they can choose life.”

It’s a recognition that, even with a focus on inflation and high gas prices that have vexed President Joe 
Biden and Democrats, the culturally sensitive issue could complicate the expectations of a GOP takeover 
of Congress.

The fallout from Friday’s ruling could add to the uncertainty in political races because abortion is also 
an economic issue for many people. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen last month said a repeal “would have 
very damaging effects on the economy and would set women back decades.”

Democrats suggest their rivals are eleventh-hour converts who would offer half-measures at best and 
voters should judge them accordingly.

“It’s pretty cynical to say you want to do it now,” said Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-Wash. “If it’s a priority, it 
should have always been a priority and actions really speak louder than words.”

GOP leaders have generally opposed Biden’s expansion of the child tax credit — saying it would discour-
age people from working despite evidence to the contrary. Congressional Republicans said the Democrats’ 
paid family leave plan — which would put the U.S. on par with other wealthy nations — could limit choices 
for families and crush small businesses. In 2017, House Republicans voted to repeal “Obamacare” and 
replace it with measures that could have made maternity care optional.

“Not only have leading congressional Republicans endorsed building on the Supreme Court’s radical break 
with precedent by imposing a national abortion ban, but they have also spent years trying to make parent-
hood more expensive for middle class families,” said Andrew Bates, White House deputy press secretary.

An Associated Press analysis earlier this year found that states with the strictest abortion laws — often 
led by Republicans — generally provide far less support to parents and children, usually leading to more 
poverty and worse health outcomes. In response to AP’s findings, many conservative state lawmakers 
said women can give their newborns up for adoption and said they would support funding increases for 
foster-care programs.

Staffers for the top two Republican lawmakers, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of California and 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, declined to say which measures they would push to 
help mothers and children in the wake of abortion being banned.

But GOP lawmakers have put forth ideas that they say would help families in need.
A spokesman for Scott has said the senator would support removing work requirements for parents 

with children under the age of 6 who live in public housing and receive food aid through the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program.

Scott’s “Rescue America” plan says that no federal program or tax laws should reward people for being 
unmarried and that the federal government should pay all costs for unwed mothers who put their children 
up for adoption, among other policies.

Families that adopt children are eligible for a tax credit that was worth up to $14,300 in 2020. But House 
Republicans in 2017 also proposed a tax code overhaul that would have removed the adoption tax credit 
in order to simplify tax returns.

Following the Supreme Court ruling, Republican Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida said on Twitter, “I will soon 
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introduce a proposal to support mothers and their babies so that every child has a real opportunity to 
pursue the promise of America.”

His proposal would allow for paid family leave, but it would require parents to use their Social Security 
benefits and delay retirement. It would also expand payments from the child tax credit, but not every par-
ent would be eligible for full benefits as Biden allowed with his one-year expansion of the credit in 2021.

Announcing the framework in a Washington Examiner editorial, Rubio said, “What we need is a pro-life 
plan for post-Roe America.”

There would be one major tweak to the tax credit, though: Parents with “unborn” children would be 
eligible for the payments.

Germany: Former Nazi guard, 101, jailed for aiding murder
By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — A 101-year-old man was convicted in Germany of more than 3,500 counts of accessory 

to murder on Tuesday for serving at the Nazis’ Sachsenhausen concentration camp during World War II.
The Neuruppin Regional Court sentenced him to five years in prison.
The man, who was identified by local media as Josef S., had denied working as an SS guard at the camp 

and aiding and abetting the murder of thousands of prisoners.
In the trial, which opened in October, the centenarian said that he had worked as a farm laborer near 

Pasewalk in northeastern Germany during the period in question.
However, the court considered it proven that he worked at the camp on the outskirts of Berlin between 

1942 and 1945 as an enlisted member of the Nazi Party’s paramilitary wing, the German news agency 
dpa reported.

“The court has come to the conclusion that, contrary to what you claim, you worked in the concentra-
tion camp as a guard for about three years,” presiding Judge Udo Lechtermann said, according to dpa. 
He added that, in doing so, the defendant had assisted in the Nazis’ terror and murder mechanism.

“You willingly supported this mass extermination with your activity,” Lechtermann said. “You watched 
deported people being cruelly tortured and murdered there every day for three years.”

Prosecutors had based their case on documents relating to an SS guard with the man’s name, date and 
place of birth, as well as other documents.

The five-year prison sentence was in line with the prosecution’s demand.
The defendant’s lawyer had sought an acquittal. Defense attorney Stefan Waterkamp said after the 

pronouncement of the sentence that he would appeal the verdict, dpa reported.
Germany’s leading Jewish group welcomed the ruling.
“Even if the defendant will probably not serve the full prison sentence due to his advanced age, the 

verdict is to be welcomed,” said Josef Schuster, the head of the Central Council of Jews in Germany.
“The thousands of people who worked in the concentration camps kept the murder machinery running. 

They were part of the system, so they should take responsibility for it,” Schuster added. “It is bitter that 
the defendant has denied his activities at that time until the end and has shown no remorse.”

For practical reasons, the trial was held in a gymnasium in Brandenburg/Havel, the 101-year-old’s place 
of residence. The man was only fit to stand trial to a limited extent and was only able to participate in 
the trial for about two and a half hours each day. The process was interrupted several times for health 
reasons and hospital stays.

Efraim Zuroff, the head Nazi hunter at the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s office in Jerusalem, told The As-
sociated Press that the sentence “sends a message that if you commit such crimes, even decades later, 
you might be brought to justice.”

“And it’s a very important thing because it gives closure to the relatives of the victims,” Zuroff added. 
“The fact that these people all of a sudden feel that their loss is being addressed and the suffering of their 
family who they lost in the camps is being addressed ... is a very important thing.”
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However, Zuroff expressed concern that S. might serve only part of the sentence or none at all because 

of his planned appeal and his advanced age.
Sachsenhausen was established in 1936 just north of Berlin as the first new site after Adolf Hitler gave the 

SS full control of the Nazi concentration camp system. It was intended to be a model facility and training 
camp for the labyrinthine network that the Nazis built across Germany, Austria and occupied territories.

More than 200,000 people were held there between 1936 and 1945. Tens of thousands of inmates died 
of starvation, disease, forced labor and other causes, as well as through medical experiments and sys-
tematic SS extermination operations including shootings, hangings and gassing.

Exact numbers on those killed vary, with upper estimates of some 100,000, though scholars suggest 
figures of 40,000 to 50,000 are likely more accurate.

In its early years, most inmates were either political prisoners or criminal convicts, but they also included 
some Jehovah’s Witnesses and homosexuals. The first large group of Jewish prisoners was brought there 
in 1938 after the so-called Night of Broken Glass, or Kristallnacht, an antisemitic pogrom.

During the war, Sachsenhausen was expanded to include Soviet prisoners of war — who were shot by 
the thousands — as well as others.

As in other camps, Jewish prisoners were singled out at Sachsenhausen for particularly harsh treatment, 
and most who remained alive by 1942 were sent to the Auschwitz death camp.

Sachsenhausen was liberated in April 1945 by the Soviets, who then turned it into a brutal camp of their 
own.

Tuesday’s verdict relies on recent legal precedent in Germany establishing that anyone who helped a 
Nazi camp function can be prosecuted for being an accessory to the murders committed there.

In a different case, a 96-year-old woman went on trial in late September in the northern German town 
of Itzehoe. The woman, who allegedly worked during the war as the secretary for the SS commandant of 
the Stutthof concentration camp, has been charged with more than 11,000 counts of accessory to murder.

Today in History: June 29, first trans-Pacific flight
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Wednesday, June 29, the 180th day of 2022. There are 185 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 29, 1613, London’s original Globe Theatre, where many of Shakespeare’s plays were performed, 

was destroyed by a fire sparked by a cannon shot during a performance of “Henry VIII.”
On this date:
In 1520, Montezuma II, the ninth and last emperor of the Aztecs, died in Tenochtitlan (tay-nohch-TEET’-

lahn) under unclear circumstances (some say he was killed by his own subjects; others, by the Spanish).
In 1767, Britain approved the Townshend Revenue Act, which imposed import duties on glass, paint, oil, 

lead, paper and tea shipped to the American colonies. (Colonists bitterly protested, prompting Parliament 
to repeal the duties — except for tea.)

In 1776, the Virginia state constitution was adopted, and Patrick Henry was made governor.
In 1927, the first trans-Pacific airplane flight was completed as U.S. Army Air Corps Lt. Lester J. Maitland 

and Lt. Albert F. Hegenberger arrived at Wheeler Field in Hawaii aboard the Bird of Paradise, an Atlantic-
Fokker C-2, after flying 2,400 miles from Oakland, California, in 25 hours, 50 minutes.

In 1946, authorities in British-ruled Palestine arrested more than 2,700 Jews in an attempt to stamp out 
extremists.

In 1967, Jerusalem was reunified as Israel removed barricades separating the Old City from the Israeli 
sector.

In 1970, the United States ended a two-month military offensive into Cambodia.
In 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a trio of death sentences, saying the way they had been 

imposed constituted cruel and unusual punishment. (The ruling prompted states to effectively impose a 
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moratorium on executions until their capital punishment laws could be revised.)

In 1978, actor Bob Crane of “Hogan’s Heroes” fame was found bludgeoned to death in an apartment in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, where he was appearing in a play; he was 49.

In 2006, the Supreme Court ruled, 5-3, that President George W. Bush’s plan to try Guantanamo Bay 
detainees in military tribunals violated U.S. and international law.

In 2009, disgraced financier Bernard Madoff received a 150-year sentence for his multibillion-dollar fraud. 
(Madoff died in prison in April 2021.)

In 2018, the Annapolis Capital Gazette newspaper in Maryland kept its promise to put out the day’s 
paper, despite the shooting deaths of five people in its newsroom a day earlier.

Ten years ago: A day after the House voted to find Attorney General Eric Holder in contempt of Congress, 
the Justice Department said Holder’s decision to withhold information about a bungled gun-tracking op-
eration from Congress did not constitute a crime. The younger brother and business partner of disgraced 
financier Bernard Madoff pleaded guilty to charges of doctoring documents, but Peter Madoff insisted he 
knew nothing about his brother’s massive Ponzi scheme. (Peter Madoff was later sentenced to 10 years in 
prison; he was released from home confinement in August 2020.) The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency filed formal 
charges against Lance Armstrong, accusing the seven-time Tour de France winner of using performance-
enhancing drugs throughout the best years of his career. (The USADA ended up stripping Armstrong of 
all his Tour de France titles and issued a lifetime ban from cycling.)

Five years ago: A scaled-back version of President Donald Trump’s travel ban took effect, stripped of 
provisions that brought protests and chaos at airports worldwide; the new rules tightened already-tough 
visa policies affecting citizens from six Muslim-majority countries.

One year ago: Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld died at the age of 88 in New Mexico; he had 
been Pentagon chief during the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan that toppled the Taliban regime following the 
9/11 attacks, and also at the start of the long and costly Iraq war in 2003. Former South African President 
Jacob Zuma was sentenced to 15 months in prison for defying a court order to appear for questions about 
allegations of corruption; his jailing would spark violent rioting in which more than 330 people died.

Today’s Birthdays: Songwriter L. Russell Brown is 82. Singer-songwriter Garland Jeffreys is 79. Actor Gary 
Busey is 78. Comedian Richard Lewis is 75. Actor-turned-politican-turned-radio personality Fred Grandy 
is 74. Rock musician Ian Paice (Deep Purple) is 74. Singer Don Dokken (Dokken) is 69. Rock singer Colin 
Hay (Men At Work) is 69. Actor Maria Conchita Alonso is 67. Actor Kimberlin Brown (TV: “The Bold and 
the Beautiful”) is 61. Actor Sharon Lawrence is 61. Actor Amanda Donohoe is 60. Actor Judith Hoag is 59. 
Violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter is 59. R&B singer Stedman Pearson (Five Star) is 58. Actor Kathleen Wilhoite is 
58. Producer-writer Matthew Weiner is 57. Actor Melora Hardin is 55. Actor Brian D’Arcy James is 54. Actor 
Christina Chang is 51. Rap DJ and record producer DJ Shadow is 50. Actor Lance Barber is 49. Actor-dancer 
Will Kemp is 45. Actor Zuleikha Robinson is 45. Rock musician Sam Farrar is 44. Actor Luke Kirby is 44. 
Singer Nicole Scherzinger is 44. Comedian-writer Colin Jost (johst) is 40. Actor Lily Rabe is 40. R&B singer 
Aundrea Fimbres is 39. NBA forward Kawhi Leonard is 31. Actor Camila Mendes (TV: “Riverdale”) is 28.


