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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Sunday, June 26
Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m., SEAS 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 10:30-10:45 
a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

U12 Tourney in Groton
Game 1: 10 a.m.: Milbank vs. Borge, Falk Field
Game 2: 11:30 a.m.: Hannigan vs. Clark, Falk Field
Game 3: 10 a.m.: Groton vs. Webster, Nelson Field
Game 4: 11:30 a.m.: Britton vs. Hannigan, Nelson 

FIeld
Game 5: 1 p.m.: Loser of Games 1-2, Falk Field
Game 6: 1 p.m.: Loser of Games 3-4, Nelson Field
Game 7: 2:30 p.m.: Winners Games 1-2, Falk Field
Game 8: 2:30 p.m.: Winners Games 3-4, Nelson 

Field
7th Place: 4 p.m.: Falk Field
3rd Place: 4 p.m.: Nelson Field
5th Place: 5:30 p.m., Falk Field
1st Place: 5:30 p.m., Nelson Field

U8 Tourney in Milbank
10:15 a.m.: Groton vs. Watertown Yellow
Finals begin at 12:45

June 27
Senior Menu: Chicken Alfredo, broccoli, spinach 

salad, Mandarin oranges, bread stick.
Noon.: Senior Citizens meet at the Groton Com-

munity Center, potluck dinner

5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners host Britton, DH
5:30 p.m.: U10 at Webster, DH (R/B)
6 p.m.: U8 at Webster, DH (R/W)
6 p.m.: U10 SB hosts Britton, DH
6 p.m.: U8 SB hosts Britton, DH
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Legion at Milbank, DH

June 28
Elementary Library Open 9-11 (Reading time 10 

a.m.)
Senior Menu: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, 

stewed tomatoes, apricots, whole wheat bread.
5:30 p.m.: Legion at Sisseton, DH
5:30 p.m.: U12 hosts Borge, Nelson Field, DH
6:30 p.m.: U10 hosts Borge, Falk Field, 1 game 

(R/W)
5:30 p.m.: U8 hosts Borge, Falk Field, 1 game 

(B/W)
6 p.m.: U12 SB at Faulkton, DH

1- Upcoming Events
2- Sunday Extras
22- Aaron Severson umpiring photo
23- Gov. Noem’s Weekly Column
24- Thune’s Weekly Column
25- Johnson’s Weekly Column
26- Rev. Snyder’s Column
28- EarthTalk - Carcinogenic potassium bromate
29- COVID-19 Reports
33- Weather Pages
37- Daily Devotional
38- 2022 Community Events
39- Subscription Form
40- News from the Associated Press
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1. Is the book of Amos in the Old Tes-
tament, New Testament or neither?

2. What does the shortest verse in the 
Bible (KJV) say Jesus did? Walked, 
Prayed, Preached, Wept

3. Which false prophet wore a yoke 
which Jeremiah broke? Bar-Jesus, 
Jezebel, Hananiah, Zedekiah

4. What was Bartimaeus healed of 
in Mark 10? Demons, Leprosy, Blind-
ness, Deafness

5. From Psalms 135, who was king 
of Bashan? Ur, Og, Tu, Za

6. Who was exiled to the land of 
Nod? Cain, Abel, Abraham, Aaron

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Wept (John 
11:35); 3) Hananiah; 4) Blindness; 5) 
Og (135:11); 6) Cain

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s latest 
book, “Test Your Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores and online.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Campfire Swiss Steak
This main dish is so easy, you’ll 

want to camp out under the stars more 
often. And for those of you who con-
sider sleeping in a motel as “roughing 
it,” you can always make it at home.
 3  tablespoons all-purpose flour
 4  (4-ounce) lean minute or  
  cube steaks
 1½  cups shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1/2  cup chopped green bell pepper
 1/2  cup finely chopped celery
 2  cups chopped raw potatoes
 1  cup (one 8-ounce can) tomato  
  sauce
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. Cut four (18-inch) pieces of dou-
ble thickness, heavy-duty aluminum 
foil. Lightly spray each piece with 
butter-flavored cooking spray. Place 
flour in flat saucer. Coat steaks on 
both sides with flour. Place each steak 
on piece of prepared foil.

2. In medium bowl, combine carrots, 
onion, green pepper, celery and pota-
toes. Evenly place about 1 1/2 cups 
vegetable mixture over each steak. In 
small bowl, combine tomato sauce, 
parsley and black pepper. Spoon 
about 1/4 cup of sauce mixture evenly 
over top of each. Wrap securely.

3. Bake on grill or over campfire 
coals for 30 to 40 minutes, turning 
every 10 minutes to prevent burning. 
Or, arrange packets on a baking sheet 
and bake in an oven preheated to 350 
F for 1 hour. Serves 4.

• Each serving equals: 278 calories, 
6g fat, 28g protein, 28g carb., 460mg 
sodium, 3g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 
3 Meat, 2 Vegetable, 1 Starch.

© 2022 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Patio Cauliflower Pea Salad
---
After you watch your local Fourth of July parade 

and return home to enjoy a cookout in your back-
yard, this easy side salad will go perfectly with just 
about anything you choose to serve. 

3 cups frozen peas, thawed
1 1/2 cups chopped fresh cauliflower
1/4 cup chopped green onion
1/4 cup chopped cashews
1/2 cup fat-free Thousand Island dressing
1/4 cup no-fat sour cream
2 tablespoons purchased real bacon bits

1. In a large bowl, combine peas, cauliflower, onion 
and cashews. In a small bowl, combine Thousand Is-
land dressing and sour cream. Add dressing mixture 
to vegetable mixture. Mix well to combine. Sprinkle 
bacon bits over top.

2. Cover and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes. 
Gently stir again just before serving. Makes 6 (3/4 
cup) servings.

* Each serving: About 139 calories, 3g fat, 6g 
protein, 33g carb., 385mg sodium, 5g fiber; Diabetic 
Exchanges: 1 1/2 Starch, 1/2 Vegetable, 1/2 Fat.

* Each serving equals: 278 calories, 6g fat, 28g 
protein, 28g carb., 460mg sodium, 3g fiber; Diabetic 
Exchanges: 3 Meat, 2 Vegetable, 1 Starch.

(c) 2022 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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False Positives Plague Lung Cancer Screening 

---
DEAR DR. ROACH: I’m a 74-year-old female who smoked a pack a day for 

40-plus years, having quit smoking about 18 years ago. As a precaution, I 
asked my primary doctor to order a screening CT scan, knowing that I’m a 
candidate for lung cancer. The results showed a 3-mm nodule in one lung, 
and I was advised not to worry and that my doctor would order another CT 
scan in six months. I can’t help but wonder if this is cancer and if an oncolo-
gist, after six months, will ask me why I waited so long to see him. -- T.W.

ANSWER: Medical professionals have been attempting to screen for lung 
cancer for decades. Chest X-rays proved insensitive: By the time cancer could 
be seen on X-ray, it was usually too late to do anything about it. CT scans 
are much more sensitive (maybe too sensitive; see below), and studies have 

shown that some lives will be saved with a screening program. However, the number of people who would 
benefit is relatively small; 256 moderate-to-heavy smokers would need yearly screening for three years 
in order to prevent one lung cancer death. 

There are two other significant concerns about lung cancer screening. The first is the issue you have 
now: an abnormal result and what to do about it. It’s extremely common. Almost 25% of scans will be 
abnormal, and 96% of the abnormal results will be false positives. But it will require multiple scans and 
sometimes an invasive procedure to prove it. This means a great deal of anxiety among people who get 
the type of result you did. 

The small size of your nodule means your risk that this nodule is cancer is much lower than 1%. A follow-
up scan is the usual recommendation, and if the nodule is the same size or smaller, the chance of it being 
cancer is very close to zero. You should have had a careful explanation of the likelihood of false positive 
results before getting the scan. You should also have been warned of the possible need for a biopsy and 
the possible financial costs associated with follow-up testing.

The second concern is current smokers who consider screening. A negative CT scan is not a “clean bill 
of health” for a smoker, and quitting remains the single most important thing most smokers can do for 
their overall health.

***
DEAR DR. ROACH: Are deodorants containing aluminum safe to use? The brands that do not contain 

aluminum are much less effective. I am concerned about absorbing the aluminum from the deodorant 
and its effect on the brain. -- D.M.

ANSWER: That’s a myth.
The amount of aluminum in antiperspirants is negligible. Deodorants that aren’t also antiperspirants don’t 

contain aluminum. The aluminum mechanically blocks the sweat glands in the armpit, and 99.99% of it 
is not absorbed into the body. Long-term studies of people taking aluminum-based antacid (which is also 
poorly absorbed) have shown no increased risk of dementia. The body has several ways of removing the 
small amounts of aluminum we absorb, mostly via the kidneys. Aluminum toxicity IS a potential problem 
for people with kidney disease on dialysis, but the small amounts of aluminum in antiperspirants is too 
small to worry about even in those cases.

There is absolutely no reason to be concerned about the health effects of aluminum on the brain. 

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer individual questions, but will incorporate them in the col-
umn whenever possible. Readers may email questions to ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu.

(c) 2022 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

What Is the Optimal 
Blood Pressure?

DEAR DR. ROACH: I read that 
high blood pressure is 140/90, but 
I thought 120/70 was optimal. Has 
the standard number increased? — 
D.M.I.

ANSWER: The “pressure” in “blood 
pressure” is given in millimeters of 
mercury. It is a measurement of the 
pressure inside large blood vessels, 
first at its peak during the left ventricle 
squeezing (the systolic, or top num-
ber) and then at its lowest, right before 
the ventricle starts squeezing again 
(diastolic, or bottom number). Both of 
these numbers are important, and they 
provide important information about 
the physiology of the heart and blood 
vessels, as well as provide prognos-
tic information about the risk of heart 
attack and stroke.

In general, for healthy people, the 
higher the numbers, the greater the 
risk. The optimum blood pressure for 
health is about 110/70, but there are 
some people with lower values who 
are also very healthy and who have 
very low risk for vascular disease.

Risk for heart disease starts to go up 
more significantly at about 140/90, but 
above a systolic number of 160, the 
risk goes up even more dramatically. 
The trend in blood pressure control 
over recent years has been toward 
making the blood pressure closer to 
the optimum, as long as treatment is 
well-tolerated. Having a slightly lower 
risk of heart attack may not be worth it 
to a person who has significant symp-
toms from blood pressure medicines.

Fortunately, blood pressure is much 

easier to control than it used to be with 
better medications and with non-drug 
treatments, such as stress reduction, 
healthy diet, regular moderate exercise 
and, for some people, salt restriction.

***
DEAR DR. ROACH: I am an 

89-year-old man who has been tak-
ing tamsulosin (Flomax), 0.4 mg, for 
many years. I take it after supper in 
the evening. I get up at night three 
or four times to urinate. Would it be 
better to take it after lunch? I would 
be happy if I could reduce the num-
ber of times I get up to maybe only 
once or twice. — P.J.S.

ANSWER: Tamsulosin is in the 
class of alpha blockers, and they relax 
smooth muscle, a special type of mus-
cle found in the prostate and in blood 
vessels (among other places). Relax-
ing the smooth muscle in the prostate 
makes the urethra, the tube that carries 
the urine from the bladder and through 
the prostate, larger. As a result, men 
can empty their bladders more easily. 

However, even though tamsulosin is 
better at relaxing smooth muscle in the 
prostate than in blood vessels, some 
men will get lightheaded upon stand-
ing when using it. This occurs espe-
cially on the first dose, and over time 
most men no longer have trouble. It is 
usually dosed at nighttime so that the 
lightheadedness on standing is mini-
mized. You can take it at any time of the 
day (a half-hour after eating is recom-
mended, at the same meal of the day), 
but I doubt it will work much better.

Many experts will use 0.8 mg in men 
who haven’t had an ideal response and 
who do not have lightheadedness. I’d 
ask your doctor whether an increased 
dose might be better. Before consider-
ing another drug, be sure you avoid too 
many liquids at night, especially alco-
hol, and try voiding your bladder twice 
before bed to make sure it is as empty 
as possible. 

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable 
to answer individual questions, but 
will incorporate them in the column 
whenever possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu.

© 2022 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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Fresh (R) — Some of us know 
the horrors of modern dating all too 
well, like Noa, who gets increas-
ingly frustrated with online dating 
after awful experiences. Noa (Dai-
sy Edgar-Jones) then meets a doc-
tor named Steve (Sebastian Stan) at 
a grocery store and agrees to go out 
with him. Steve seems funny and dif-
ferent, which Noa finds refreshing. 
Steve decides to surprise Noa with a 
getaway to Cottage Grove for a week-
end, but when Steve picks Noa up, she 
realizes that a trip to Cottage Grove 
would be nowhere in sight for her as 
Steve’s motives quickly turn sinister. 
“Fresh” can be described as a quirky 
romantic thriller; the two genres 
blend for an entertainingly unique 
experience. Bonus points for the cool 
title credits, which come in around 
the 30-minute timestamp. (Hulu)

The Bombardment (TV-MA) 
— During World War II, a Danish 
boy named Henry wanders upon a 
taxi mistakenly targeted by a British 
fighter plane, a car containing four 
dead bodies. The sight scars Henry 
so deeply he becomes mute. To help 
Henry overcome his condition, he’s 
sent to Copenhagen, where he meets 
Eva and Rigmor, two schoolgirls who 
help pull him out of his shell. The 
film’s point of view then shifts to the 
relationship between Teresa, a nun at 
the school, and Frederik, a Gestapo 
officer who experiences inner conflict 
about morality. The rest of the film 
is spent in gut-wrenching action as a 
British bombing mission accidentally 
targets their school. This Danish film 
is not an easy watch, but brilliant in 
the way it showcases the effects of 
war. (Netflix)

West Side Story (PG-13) -– Most 
know the story of Tony and Maria, 
the Jets and the Sharks, a legendary 
story in musical theater/film. The 

first film adaptation, made in 1961, 
starred only one Latina actor, Rita 
Moreno, in a story specifically about 
Puerto Ricans, causing it to miss out 
on telling an authentic story. So, a 
new adaptation was put into works 
to tell the classic musical with a 
much more modern lens. While Ste-
ven Spielberg’s colorful direction 
engages viewers from the start, the 
lead women in the cast truly make 
the film stand out: Breakout star 
Rachel Zegler, with vocal cords of 
gold, portrays the captivating Maria, 
while Ariana DeBose stuns in More-
no’s previous role, Anita, for which 
DeBose won Best Supporting Actress 
at the Oscars. (Disney+)

Call Me by Your Name (R) –- 
Somewhere in Italy in the 1980s, 
Oliver, a research assistant, arrives to 
spend the summer working alongside 
Mr. Perlman, a professor of archaeol-
ogy. Elio, the Perlmans’ son, at first 
feels friction living with Oliver, but as 
Elio (Timothee Chalamet) and Oliver 
(Armie Hammer) warm up to each 
other, they realize the reason behind 
their awkward beginning was their 
underlying attraction for each other. 
Elio and Oliver commence a heated 
love affair, all comprised of heartfelt 
moments inevitably counting down 
to Oliver’s last day in Italy. Director 
Luca Guadagnino excels in using 
visual design, cinematography and 
sound to create a romantic European 
atmosphere. (Amazon Prime)

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Netflix

Promo scene from  
“The Bombardment”

“Father of the Bride” (PG-13) -- A new “Father 
of the Bride” film is now out on streaming! The 
original version of this film first released in 1950, 
followed by the popular 1991 remake starring Steve 
Martin. In 2022, Andy Garcia assumes the father 
of the bride role, with Gloria Estefan as the mother 
of the bride. Their characters, Billy and Ingrid, are 
in the middle of a marriage separation when their 
daughter, Sofia, announces she’s newly engaged, having proposed to her boyfriend, Adan. Even though 
Billy doesn’t fully approve of the engagement, he offers to pay for their wedding and keep up a happy-go-
lucky facade with Ingrid until the wedding is over. With all the love in the air, can Billy and Ingrid’s story 
still stand a chance? (HBO Max)

“Baymax!” (TV-G) -- You might remember the cuddly robot Baymax from Disney’s 2014 film “Big Hero 
6.” Well, adventures with Baymax and the Big Hero 6 cast return for the whole family to enjoy in a new 
spinoff series. Baymax hasn’t changed much from when we last saw him -- still a bit clueless, but always 
ready to help those around the fictional city of San Fransokyo. Maya Rudolph reprises her voice role as 
Aunt Cass, while comedian-writer Jaboukie Young-White joins the cast. The first episode of “Baymax!” hits 
streaming on June 29. (Disney+)

“Halftime” (TV-MA) -- On her journey to performing the halftime show of Super Bowl LIV alongside Sha-
kira, superstar Jennifer Lopez simultaneously participates in heavy award-season promotion for her movie 
“Hustlers.” While J.Lo reaches one milestone in her career by getting the halftime gig, she still feels she 
must prove her worthiness -- as an actress, as a performer and as a female celebrity to be taken seriously. 
Whether you believe she is underappreciated or not, in this documentary, J.Lo excels in establishing the 
fact that she truly is one of the hardest working women in her industry. And that, at the very least, should 
command more respect. (Netflix)

“My Fake Boyfriend” (R) -– A young man named Andrew is having a hard time trying to let go of his 
ex, Nico. Andrew often feels neglected and mistreated by Nico, to the point where his best friends, Jake 
and Kelly, decide to take matters into their own hands. Jake digitally creates Cristiano, a persona that ap-
pears online as Andrew’s new man, causing Nico to finally understand what it feels like to be cast off for 
someone new. But when Andrew organically meets someone new (and real), time starts ticking to get rid 
of Cristiano and his digital footprint. It’s not as easy as it sounds, though, when your faux boyfriend has 
1.6 million followers. (Prime Video)

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

“Baymax!” promo
Photo Disney+
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1. Who wrote and released “Walk a Mile in My Shoes”?
2. Which artist released “Snowbird”?
3. “Happy Trails” was the theme song for what popular 

television show?
4. Which group originally called themselves The Pend-

letones?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “Now that 

I’ve lost everything to you, You say you wanna start 
something new, And it’s breakin’ my heart you’re leavin’, 
Baby, I’m grievin’.”

Answers
1. Joe South, in 1970. The song about racial tolerance 

has been widely covered, including releases by Elvis 
Presley and Jerry Lee Lewis.

2. Anne Murray, in 1970. Songwriter Gene MacLellan (of “Put Your Hand in the Hand” fame) once said 
he wrote the song in 20 minutes while strolling on the beach. The song climbed charts around the world.

3. “The Roy Rogers Show,” which ran for six seasons from 1951 to 1957. It was written by Dale Evans, 
his wife and co-star on the show.

4. The Beach Boys, after the Pendleton plaid wool shirts that were popular with surfers in the early ‘60s.
5. “Wild World,” by Cat Stevens, in 1970. Stevens wrote the song at the end of a relationship about what 

he would say to her as she’s leaving, what the world 
is like out there.

(c) 2022 King Features Syndicate

1. Which group released “The Wiz-
ard”?

2. What is a Parrothead? Whose con-
certs do they attend?

3. Who penned and released “Some-
times When We Touch”?

4. What girl group released “Soldier 
Boy”?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “Born in the valley and raised 
in the trees of western Kentucky on 
wobbly knees.”

Answers
1. Black Sabbath, in 1970. The song 

was on the b-side of the “Paranoid” 
single. The idea for the song came 
from the Gandalf character in “The 
Lord of the Rings” novel.

2. Parrotheads are Jimmy Buffet 
fans who go to his concerts wearing 
parrot hats, flipflops and Hawaiian 
shirts. Buffet has made his millions 
in multiple ways: music, books and a 
restaurant chain.

3. Dan Hill, in 1977. Hill said in 
an interview that the song was from 
a real-life experience: The girl loved 
someone else.

4. The Shirelles, in 1962.
5. “Run for the Roses,” by Dan 

Fogelberg in 1980. The song is about 
a horse that might have a future in rac-
ing. The roses refer to the blanket of 
over 500 roses that is awarded to the 
winner of the Kentucky Derby.

© 2022 King Features Syndicate
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* To halve a lot of cherry tomatoes, try sandwich-

ing them between two plastic lids. Press down lightly 
and slice through the opening to make short work 
of them.

* “To remove paint or stain from hands (even oil-
based), use an old dry washcloth with liquid hand 
soap -- no water. After the paint is loose, rinse with 
warm water.” -- H.P. in Washington

* Quinoa is becoming really popular as a grain al-
ternative. It’s very small and requires rinsing before 
cooking to remove potentially bitter residue. Here’s a 
great trick to rinse your quinoa without losing half of 
it to the holes in your colander: Use a French press 
coffeemaker. The fine mesh and pouring spout make 
rinsing a breeze. -- JoAnn

* “Candle nubs, that little bit left when the candle has burned down all the way, can be removed from 
a candleholder by setting the whole thing in the freezer for 10-15 minutes. The wax surface hardens and 
shrinks, making it easier to chip out. The same goes for linens that have wax drips: freeze and chip away, 
then use a degreasing spot cleaner.” -- Y.G. in Arkansas

* Fun get-together project for kids: Have everyone doodle on a large posterboard. At the end of the 
night, trace a puzzle pattern and cut it up, making a large floor puzzle. You can bring it out at the next 
play date. The smaller the children, the larger the pieces! -- A.L. in Florida

* Easily thread a needle with hairspray. Spritz the end of the thread with a little high-hold hairspray and 
pull taut. It will be much easier to thread.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 

• Add a small bit of boiling water to 
a glass of iced tea to clear it up if it 
is cloudy. You can do this to a pitcher 
just before serving.

• If you’re traveling with pets, you 
know you’ll need to bring something 
for them to drink out of. If you have 
ice in a container, they can lick the ice 
to stay hydrated, but it doesn’t slosh 
around or spill easily. 

• “Cutting corn off the cob can be 
tricky business, but you only need to 
recruit the right equipment. The next 
time you’re making corn for dinner, 
grab a Bundt pan. The corn cob gets 
set upright in the center, and when you 
cut down, the kernels fall right into the 
pan on all sides.” — A.S. in Texas

• “If you have trouble holding your 
cat still to clip its claws, sneak up 
while it’s asleep. You might get only 
a couple done before your cat catches 
on and wriggles away, but you’ll get 
there.” — P.L. in Oklahoma (Slow 
and steady wins the race, P.L. Your tip 
works great for babies, too! — JoAnn)

• Skunk run-in? Try this mix before 
you buy pricey de-stink shampoos at the 
pet store. Mix a quart of 3% peroxide, a 
teaspoon or two of dish soap, 1/4 cup 
of baking soda and quart of room-tem-
perature water. Apply to pet, and work 
deeply into the fur. Massage in for five 
minutes, and rinse thoroughly.

• Boiling potatoes? Plants love 
starch. Let your cooking water cool, 
then use it to water the plants in your 
garden.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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The Local Food Bank 
Needs Your Help

If you’re on the other side of the 
fence — able to donate to the food 
bank rather than visiting to use its ser-
vices — your local pantry can surely 
use your help. Running them is more 
complicated and expensive than it 
might seem!

The food bank in my town gets most 
of its food from the main supplier in 
the state, which gets its support from 
philanthropists, business partners, 
manufacturers, producers, farmers and 
donors of both food and money. It then 
distributes food and supplies to the 
local food banks.

The local food bank has to pay for 
what it receives, of course, with its 
own supply of cash donors and town 
support. In addition, there are local 
businesses that donate leftover breads 
and bakery items, farmers that bring 
in fresh produce and frozen meat, and 
folks in town who donate both cash 
and food.

What food banks typically need: 
canned vegetables, fruit, soup, stews 
and beans; pasta, peanut butter and 
jelly; tuna, cereals and personal-care 
items like toothpaste and soap. But 
there are specialty items they need as 
well, things that are hard for the food 
banks to get: pet food and lactose-free 
milk, for example, that are very 
important to those who need them. 
(I’ve made it my goal to try to provide 
some of these items to the food bank 
each month.) 

If you’re in a position to help, search 
online for your local food bank to see 
what it currently needs, or make a 
phone call. Ask if it posts on a website 
or Facebook page.

Your best bet, however, might be to 
donate money. Most food banks have 
more purchasing power at the store 
than we do; their dollar goes much fur-
ther because they don’t pay retail. And 
they can use those dollars to target the 
specific needs of their clientele. Ask!

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Revisiting Seniors-Only Grocery Shopping
---
If you’ve been depending on grocery delivery or curbside pickup for the past two years, you might not 

know this: Many stores are continuing to have seniors-only hours.
I’d tried going to seniors-only hours once two years ago ... but only once. The whole virus/pandemic was 

so new to us that we assumed that we must shop and stock up for all eventualities, leading to widespread 
shortages. The crowds that day were so massive that the line went across the front of the store, down 
the side and to the back. Store personnel were stationed at the door with counters in their hands, only 
allowing in a set number of shoppers. When I saw a friend coming out, I asked: “What’s it like in there?” 
The answer: “It’s a nightmare. People are grabbing 10 of everything. Do not go in.”

And I didn’t.
Recent queries among friends who use seniors-only hours indicate that things are much, much better 

now in terms of crowds. We know that many items are chronically out of stock. We acknowledge that 
COVID is still around, and we wear masks. We don’t expect much in the way of variety in our diets unless 
we luck onto a full shelf of food. Many of us, however, haven’t been to a seniors-only hour for a very long 
time, if ever. We depend on delivery and curbside pickup.

If you’re ready to try seniors-only shopping, call your local grocery and retail stores. While fewer stores 
are now offering it, some still do. It might be every day before the regular opening, or it might be one or 
two very early days per week. Take your hand sanitizer and wipe down the cart handles. Wear a mask.

The bonus, I’m told, is that’s when fresh vegetables and fruit are put out, and the overnight stock clerks 
have loaded the shelves.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1. Name the actor and comedian 
who led the singing of “Back Home 
Again in Indiana” 36 times at the Indi-
anapolis 500 from 1972-2014.

2. The “Red Line Rivalry” game is 
contested between what two Chicago 
universities’ basketball teams?

3. What Wisconsin golf course was 
the site for the PGA Championship 
in 2004, ‘10 and ‘15, and hosted the 
Ryder Cup in 2021?

4. What rare defensive feat did Phil-
adelphia Phillies second baseman Eric 
Bruntlett achieve in the 9th inning vs. 
the New York Mets on Aug. 23, 2009?

5. Name the arena, famous for its 
parquet basketball court, that opened 
in 1928 and was demolished in 1998.

6. What NHL Wales Conference 
division, formed in 1974, was the 
predecessor of the Northeast Division 
and the Atlantic Division?

7. Name the running back for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers (1987-93) and 
Chicago Bears (1994) who later 
became an analyst for ESPN.

Answers
1. Jim Nabors.
2. The DePaul Blue Demons and the 

Loyola Chicago Ramblers.
3. Whistling Straits.
4. An unassisted triple play.
5. Boston Garden.
6. The Adams Division.
7. Merril Hoge.

© 2022 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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1. Who holds the New York Mets’ record for high-
est career batting average?

2. Who were the only two major-league pitchers 
to strike out Hall of Famer Ted Williams three times 
in one game?

3. The Seattle Mariners played their first major-
league season in 1977. In what year did they record 
their first winning season?

4. What is Alabama football coach Nick Saban’s 
record in national championship games?

5. Which of these franchises was the first to win 
a Stanley Cup -- the Boston Bruins or the Chicago 
Blackhawks?

6. Who were the “Four Kings,” a group of boxers 
who all fought each other throughout the 1980s?

7. What was the last year that a Ferrari won the 
24 Hours of Le Mans endurance race?

Answers
1. John Olerud, with a .315 average.
2. Bobo Newsom in 1939, and Jim Bunning in 1957.
3. It was 1991, when the Mariners were 83-79.
4. 7-3. The losses came against Clemson (twice) 

and Georgia.
5. The Bruins won a Stanley Cup in 1929, five 

seasons before the Blackhawks did it.
6. Sugar Ray Leonard, Roberto Duran, Thomas 

Hearns and Marvin Hagler. 
7. 1965.
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‘Hip Hold’ Is No Way  
to Stretch Your Dog

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My 
wife likes to pick up our dog’s hind 
legs to help him stretch; that is, she 
holds Cheerio by the hips so his hind 
legs are up off the ground while he 
stands on his front legs. I thought I 
read once that this is not good and 
strains the dog’s joints or back or 
something. Your advice would be 
appreciated. — Zina J.

DEAR ZINA: The “hip hold” is a 
safety grip to pull your dog away from a 
fight with another dog. It’s not a hold that 
should be forced or held for long periods.

Stretching should be performed by 
owners when the dog’s joints are not 
weighted — meaning the dog should 
not be standing or leaning on the leg 
being stretched. Holding Cheerio up 
by his hindquarters and forcing him 
to brace on his front legs puts him at 
greater risk for injury. It can cause 
great pain in older dogs with arthritis.

If your wife would truly like to keep 
Cheerio’s joints healthy and improve 
his overall circulation and well-being, 
there are some great safe stretching 
methods, and safe massage techniques 
as well. Here’s a YouTube video of safe 
dog stretching exercises by a veterinary 
therapist: tinyurl.com/4ay7sfjc. Notice 
that at no point does the therapist 
stretch a joint that the dog is standing 
on — they are all unweighted stretches.

Dogs also stretch themselves fre-
quently, especially when getting up 
after a long nap. Don’t try to assist 
their natural stretching — dogs stretch 
in a way that’s comfortable for them. 
Therapeutic stretching and massage 
are designed to help facilitate a dog’s 
natural movement without placing 
stress on the joints. 

If you have more questions about 
your dog’s mobility, talk with the vet 
at his next checkup.

Send your tips, questions or comments 
to ask@pawscorner.com. 

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Did Hiccups Lead to Guinea Pig’s Death?
---
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: Our beloved guinea pig 

died suddenly this morning. I’m not sure what hap-
pened, and because there is no veterinarian near 
us who can treat guinea pigs, I’m searching for an 
answer. He developed an ear problem recently that 
was causing him to tilt his head, and to treat this, we 
were giving him Nurokind and 5 ml of water through 
a syringe. This morning, he started to hiccup, and 
an hour later he passed away. Is there any clue that 
you can provide as to why? -- N. Dwarakanath

DEAR N.: My sincere condolences on the loss of 
your guinea pig. They’re such wonderful pets.

When guinea pigs get sick, it can be difficult to 
figure out the exact treatment. Head tilt is one of those illnesses that could be an ear infection but could 
also be something more serious like pneumonia or another infection.

I’m a little curious about using Nurokind (Mecobalamin) to treat the illness, as it is a treatment for vitamin 
B-12 deficiency in humans. Perhaps a guinea pig owner out there can respond with the answer. Keeping 
your guinea pig hydrated was good, as this helps them when they’re stressed out or sick.

When an illness is prolonged in guinea pigs, the stress and pain make them weaker, and they begin 
to experience other problems. The hiccupping is usually a sign of indigestion in healthy guinea pigs, but 
even for them, it’s very uncomfortable and stressful. That may have been the last straw for his system. 

I wish I could give you a definitive answer. Because there is no qualified vet near you, I encourage you 
to search online for guinea pig owner forums, as they are a very supportive and informative community.

Send your questions to ask@pawscorner.com.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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* Dragonflies can control all four of their wings 

independently.

* The first person in the U.S. to use the “tem-
porary insanity” defense was Daniel Sickles -- a 
Union general, senator and congressman -- after 
murdering the son of Francis Scott Key, composer 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner,” who was having 
an affair with Sickles’ wife. Sickles was acquitted.

* According to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, Super Bowl Sunday is the second-highest day 
of food consumption in America, second only to 

Thanksgiving.

* Art was an official Olympic event from 1912 to 1948. Submissions had to be in the categories of ar-
chitecture, literature, music, painting or sculpture, and inspired by sports. The event was removed after a 
report showed that almost all of the submitting contestants were professionals.

* The forward slashes in Web addresses serve no real purpose, according to Tim Berners-Lee, creator 
of the World Wide Web.

* A 45-year-old Bosnian man named Amir Vehabovic faked his death in 2007 because he wanted to see 
who would attend his funeral and what they would say about him. After his mother was the only mourner 
to show up, he wrote dozens of angry letters to his (so-called) friends and what he thought about their 
relationship going forward.

* During World War II, it was illegal in Britain to give cats a saucer of milk, dogs a biscuit or bread to 
pigeons.

* The percontation point, a reversed question mark, was used at the end of a question that does not 
require an answer. Sadly, its use died out in the 17th century.

***
Thought for the Day: “Yet I had rather be remembered as those brave beginners are, though many of 

them missed the triumph, than as the late comers will be, who only beat the drums and wave the banners 
when the victory is won.” -- Louisa May Alcott

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

• The next time you cut your yard, 
you can thank Edwin Bearn Budding 
for inventing the lawnmower in 1830. 
But while most inventors take pride in 
their creations, Budding was so con-
cerned about what his neighbors might 
think of his new contraption that he 
only tested his prototypes at night.

• There are more than 12,000 species 
of ants.

• Hall of Fame pitcher Lee Smith 
didn’t play baseball until he was a high 
school junior and, even then, just tried 
out to win a $10 bet. His turn to play 
came when his team’s star pitcher was 
killed in a hunting accident.

• One sunflower is actually 1,000-2,000 
tiny flowers held together by a base.

• Have you ever dreamed of smelling 
like a hamburger? No? Well, you could 
have in 2015, thanks to Burger King 
Japan’s release of a limited-edition 
cologne called Flame Grilled ... and 
yes, it smelled like a Whopper.

• On Jan. 1, 1907, President The-
odore Roosevelt shook the hands of 
over 8,510 people, setting a record that 
lasted more than 70 years.

• Sodium citrate makes any cheese 
into a creamy nacho cheese sauce. 
Curiously, its chemical formula spells 
out Na3C6H5O7 (NaCHO).

• In England and Wales, it’s legal to 
consume alcohol on private premises 
from the age of five.

• Gesundheit! Ever wonder why 
someone “blesses you” when you 
sneeze? The custom was introduced 
by Pope Gregory the Great in 590 A.D. 
Since sneezing could be a sign of the 
plague, it was considered proper to 
offer a potentially ill person a blessing.

***
Thought for the Day: “Once I had 

a rose named after me and I was very 
flattered. But I was not pleased to read 
the description in the catalog: ‘No 
good in a bed, but fine up against a 
wall.’” — Eleanor Roosevelt

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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OIG Finds Lax Security at 

VA Mail Pharmacies
---
The Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Inspec-

tor General performed IT security inspections at two 
outpatient VA mail-order pharmacies to see if they 
were meeting federal security guidance. Being mail 
pharmacies (preparing and dispensing outpatient refills 
of drugs), they rely heavily on IT.

The Texas facility computers were past their “sell by” 
dates, meaning they were no longer getting vendor 
updates and support. When it came to IT security, 
there were 22 critical vulnerabilities on 62 computers 
and 34 high-risk vulnerabilities on 328 computers.

Access controls were an eye-opener. The system was 
deficient in device lock (which prevents access to systems when users are away from their workstations), 
ID and authentication of users (knowing who is typing in what), multiple users sharing one high-level ac-
count, open computers with no one around in a warehouse, access logs that were overwritten (erased) 
in 20 minutes and not saved anywhere ... and more. Inspectors even found 98 more computers onsite 
than the facility thought it had.

That Texas facility alone processed over 19 million prescriptions in one year, servicing VA medical sites 
in six states.

It didn’t even get parking security right. VA rules say there can’t be parking right next to a facility in 
case of a vehicle attack. The VA medical center police department had even issued a report about there 
being no physical barriers. When asked, facility managers told the OIG that parking wasn’t an IT issue.

At an Arizona facility, the OIG found a similar set of deficiencies: an inaccurate inventory list of comput-
ers, multiple vulnerabilities on hundreds of computers, missing software update patches, use of default 
(fresh out of the package) passwords for security camera systems, with half of the systems not generating 
audit logs. 

The facility filled 24 million prescriptions in one year, servicing VA facilities in 12 states.
At least the Arizona facility didn’t have vehicle barrier problems, with a hefty metal fence all around it 

-- although a check of the facility on Google maps showed the gates swinging wide open.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Homeless Vet Falls 
Through the Cracks

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
creates numerous programs to deal 
with homeless veteran populations — 
and this is all well and good. But it’s 
the individual homeless vet who can 
fall through the cracks.

The VA Office of Inspector General 
reports about a veteran (I’ll assume 
here it was a guy) who had multiple 
physical conditions on top of severe 
cognitive impairment. Years ago, he 
was given housing assistance and an 
evaluation and made part of a pro-
gram. Eventually, he was booted out of 
the housing and thus booted out of the 
help program.

In the space of seven months, he took 
himself to the emergency room at a 
VA hospital a dozen times for various 
medical conditions, most a result of 
living outside or in a car. They admit-
ted him for 33 days while he got eval-
uated for his cognitive functioning and 
had his medical conditions cared for. 
They discharged him and sent him off 
in a cab to a non-VA shelter.

For whatever reason, an hour later, 
he showed up at the ER again. They 
gave him a bus ticket to the shelter. 
The trip involved changes of buses, not 
an easy trick for someone with severe 
cognitive impairment. An hour later, 
he again showed up at the ER. Once 
more, they gave him a bus ticket and a 
printed list of instructions, telling him 
to go to the shelter.

The next day, a social worker discov-
ered that he never made it to the shel-
ter, and the following day, the family 
filed a missing person report.

Three days later, he was found at the 
shelter. 

A reading of the OIG report shows 
one misstep after the other, with staff-
ers putting a cognitively impaired vet-
eran on a bus and not using one of the 
donated Uber gift cards and having him 
delivered right to the door of the shelter. 
Better yet, they could have told family 
members that he was being discharged.

To read the report: www.va.gov/oig/
pubs/VAOIG-21-02209-147.pdf

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capi-
tal of Sweden?

2. HISTORY: What was the whole 
name of the nation once called 
U.S.S.R.?

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
When did July 4 become a federal hol-
iday?

4. FOOD & DRINK: Which fruit is 
used to make the cocktail mixer gren-
adine?

5. U.S. STATES: In which state is 
Niagara Falls located?

6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which is 
the only mammal that can fly?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which two 
presidents died within hours of each 
other on July 4 — the 50th anniversary 
of the Declaration of Independence?

8. TELEVISION: What was Bea-
ver’s real first name on the “Leave It to 
Beaver” sitcom?

9. LITERATURE: Which 1977 hor-
ror novel features a hotel called The 
Overlook?

10. MOVIES: Which 1967 movie 
tagline is, “They’re young ... they’re in 
love ... and they kill people”?

Answers
1. Stockholm
2. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
3. 1870
4. Pomegranate
5. New York
6. Bats
7. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams
8. Theodore
9. “The Shining”
10. “Bonnie and Clyde”

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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You’re Out!
Aaron Severson gets into the umpiring spirit as he calls a batter out at the Little League 

Tournament held yesterday in Groton. Another tournament is in store for today. (Courtesy Photo)
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Helping Moms and Babies
   
This week, the Supreme Court announced something that countless Americans have prayed for over the 

past 50 years: they reversed the Roe v. Wade decision and allowed states to make their own choices over 
abortion policy. In South Dakota, we have a law on the books that makes abortion illegal immediately, 
except to preserve the life of the mother.

 
Now, our focus needs to redouble on taking care of mothers in crisis and getting them the resources 

that they need for both them and their child to be successful. We also need to make sure that our abortion 
regulations are tight so that lives will be saved. We are agreeing to call a special session with leadership 
in the legislature and will have more announcements on that shortly.

 
Being pro-life doesn’t mean just caring about babies until they’re born – and it doesn’t mean forgetting 

about moms. We must get help to those who need it. To that end, I have launched a new website: Life.
SD.gov.

 
This website will help moms through their pregnancy. It will help new parents learn how to be the best 

parents for their kids. It will provide the best places to get financial assistance for families who are strug-
gling. And it will streamline adoption resources, both for families looking to adopt a child and parents who 
are looking to give their child to a loving home.

 
Being a mom to three wonderful kids is the greatest adventure of my life, and I get to re-live it now 

with my first granddaughter. I want every mom to have the opportunity to experience that adventure for 
themselves. And if they choose not to, we want them to know that there are other paths available to them.

 
We will continue looking for ways to streamline adoption. Earlier this year, I worked with the legislature 

to provide funding for home studies for families looking to adopt. We are also increasing the number of 
foster families in the state who can help kids in need of a loving home, and the first year of my Stronger 
Families Together program successfully recruited our target of 300 new foster families statewide.

 
Every child deserves the right to live, and every child deserves to grow up in a loving home. South Da-

kota will continue to advance life, defend liberty, and guarantee that every person has the opportunity to 
pursue happiness. We will help moms and their children – before birth and after.
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Bridging the Digital Divide in Rural America
 
Rural communities across the country too often fall behind when it comes to get-

ting access to the most efficient and effective broadband technology – technology 
that’s so common in urban areas that it’s often taken for granted by those who live 
there. By no fault of their own, rural communities are often overlooked. But that 
shouldn’t be the case. South Dakotans and other rural Americans shouldn’t be penalized for where they 
live or work. They deserve the same broadband access as their urban counterparts, which is why I have 
long focused on expanding rural broadband access and 5G services.

During my last broadband roundtable event in Sioux Falls, I heard firsthand from the folks who are on 
the ground, building out networks across the state. Among many issues, I heard about the challenges 
these companies face when it comes to supply chain shortages and increased construction costs. I also 
invited Federal Communications Commissioner Brendan Carr to attend the roundtable so he could hear 
directly from South Dakota broadband providers about the need to reduce regulatory barriers. Hearing 
feedback directly from the source is invaluable, and I appreciated the commissioner’s willingness to attend.  

Having reliable rural fixed broadband services is key to ensuring that rural communities are able to ac-
cess 5G – the next wave of mobile broadband internet. 5G offers tremendous potential for rural communi-
ties, whether it’s better access to telehealth or the opportunity to implement precision agriculture. I am 
committed to smoothing the path for these services, which will be critical as we build out 5G networks, 
not just in cities and suburbs, but in rural communities across the United States. 5G mobile broadband 
technology has the power to change the way we interact with the internet. 5G will be 100 times faster 
and support 100 times as many devices, enabling massive breakthroughs in key industries in South Dakota 
and around the country.

U.S. companies are already building out 5G networks, but there’s more work to be done. Washington 
needs to remove regulatory and permitting hurdles and ensure that companies have access to the spectrum 
they need to build strong networks. We’ve already seen progress after my MOBILE NOW Act became law 
in 2018. Despite these important steps, we must continue to pass smart and effective legislation to keep 
America leading the race to 5G and help rural America stay connected. 

I’ve introduced a number of other bills to help keep the United States at the forefront of the 5G revolution 
and ensure that 5G technology makes its way to rural communities. My STREAMLINE Act, for example, 
would expedite the deployment of the small cells needed for 5G installation while respecting the role of 
state and local governments in making deployment decisions. Importantly, it would make it more afford-
able to bring 5G to rural areas by addressing the costs of small-cell deployment.

In terms of workforce, a critical component to winning the race to 5G, my Telecommunications Skilled 
Workforce Act, which became law last year, will help increase the number of workers enrolled in 5G train-
ing programs and identify ways to grow the telecommunications workforce to meet the demands of 5G.

I will continue to work to support every part of the 5G equation – from physical technology to spectrum 
to a 5G workforce – so the United States can stay at the forefront of this internet revolution. I will also 
continue to make fixed broadband and 5G access in rural communities a priority. We can’t afford not to.



Sunday, June 26, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 354 ~ 25 of 95

Groton Daily Independent

Developing Leaders in Military Service
 
At the end of summer, many eighteen-year-olds head off to continue their educa-

tion. Some go to vocational schools, community college, or four-year universities. But a unique set of 
individuals head to a different “college” in June.

After receiving nominations from my office, six men and women accepted their appointments to attend 
the United States Air Force Academy, United States Military Academy, and United States Naval Academy.

These six individuals will not have the regular college experience. Their college begins with several weeks 
of basic military training before starting their traditional coursework. The process is rigorous, but these 
young men and women have proven they have what it takes. Seeing the characteristics South Dakota’s 
young adults have is inspiring and encouraging.

Daniel Colby, Halle Fjelland, Grace Kaiser, Gunnar Kvistad, Jada McNabb, and Blake Stark are outstanding. 
Their dedication to academics and leadership in athletics, marching band, student government, church, 
and non-profits has shaped them into the people they are today.

Daniel Colby from Sioux Falls, attending the Naval Academy, said it best: “I want to give my time and 
service to the citizens of America because my God calls me to live a life of selfless service. I will never 
take this opportunity to represent the state of South Dakota and the United States for granted.” He even 
started a charity fundraiser with his brother. The humility and service these individuals display will impact 
many lives and benefit our country.

Grace Kaiser of Aberdeen will be attending the Military Academy – a dream she has had since she was 
eleven years old. She is excited to go to West Point where she can be part of something to help others 
and where she is pushed to be her absolute best.

Others have been influenced by family members who model a life of military service. Gunnar Kvistad’s 
older sister who serves in the National Guard was his inspiration to attend the Air Force Academy. Blake 
Stark, also attending the Air Force Academy, grew up watching his dad serve—attending the Academy 
has been his dream since sixth grade.

I am confident these six men and women will represent South Dakota well. When you see them around 
town, be sure to congratulate them on their appointment and thank them for their service.
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 Is Growing Up Really That Important

After seven decades of walking on this earth, I assumed I had heard and experienced 
it all. Then, several days ago, I had a significant throwback in time.

I don’t know exactly what I was doing, but I was exercising my right to do some good juvenile prank-
ing. Nothing is more exciting than reaching into my past for an old-time prank. There are so many that 
I can’t remember which one it was.

At the end of my juvenile prank, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage turned around, stared at me, 
and said very frankly, “Are you ever going to grow up?”

When I heard that, I froze in my tracks. Suddenly I was not hearing my wife’s voice but rather my 
mother’s. I have never been so rattled before in my life.

When I was young and got into trouble, my mother would always say, “Son, when are you going to 
grow up?”

I usually laughed at her because growing up was not part of my agenda at that time.

Looking back over my life, I wonder if growing up is that important? And, what does it mean to grow up?

With all the trouble and chaos in our world today, there is so much sadness and so very little to cure 
it. Then, I go to a playground area and see children running around, laughing, and having a great time. 
Their activity at the playground has nothing to do with what’s happening in the world.

Watching them, I get very envious.

To a certain extent, I have “grown-up,” whatever that means. But thinking about it, does growing up 
ever come to a finish line? Do I have to live all my life trying to “grow up?”

We were talking with a couple the other day, and the wife said something to the effect that her father 
was going through his second childhood. So I looked at her and said quite seriously, “What’s wrong with 
that?” To which she could not give me a good answer.

Maybe it’s a good idea to enter into your Second Childhood. After all, you have the experience of go-
ing through your First Childhood so the Second Childhood can be entered with a great deal of expertise. 
That sure makes sense to me.
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As I pondered this, I couldn’t help but ask myself, “Is there a Third Childhood?” If there is, it must be 

the most fantastic time in a person’s life.

Throughout my First Childhood, my mother nagged me about growing up as if it were my personal 
responsibility. Is that not the job of mothers and fathers?

Thinking along this line, I often wonder what my mother had in mind when she asked me if I would ever 
grow up. She never gave me any instructions along this line. She just nagged me to grow up. I think she 
should have given me a few instructions along this line, and maybe I would have grown up according to 
her specifications.

When a person grows up, what does that really mean? And when does that take place?

It didn’t matter what kind of trouble I was in when I was young; my mother always had the same advice 
about growing up. During several of those moments of trouble, I did not understand how growing up 
would have anything to do with the trouble I was in at the time.

Looking back, I think my mother told me to grow up because she had no other solution for the trouble 
I was in. After all, there’s trouble of all kinds when you’re young, and I’m not sure growing up would ever 
make any difference at all. Sometimes trouble was worth it. Just don’t tell my wife.

The thing that concerns me is that now I am officially grown-up, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
finds an occasion to ask me when I will grow up. So what is she seeing that I don’t see?

When my mother told me to grow up, it was in a completely different environment. But, when my wife 
tells me to grow up, I’m not quite sure where I’m at because I thought I had already grown up.

As I was thinking about this, I couldn’t help but remember our friend’s father who was entering his 
second childhood, and was wondering if maybe my wife thinks I’m entering my second childhood. So how 
can you tell if you are entering a second childhood? Because if I’m going into a second childhood, I want 
to be well prepared to experience it to the utmost. I don’t want to miss a single prank. If I’m going to my 
second childhood, I want people around me to notice that I have yet to grow up.

My opinion is that growing up may not be the accomplishment that many people think. Before I was 
“grown-up,” I had the time of my life with no worries whatsoever. I sure do miss those good old days 
before I grew up.

Thinking about this I was reminded of the spiritual aspect of this growing up. Peter writes about it and 
says, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).

As a Christian my challenge is not to relive the past but to grow daily in such a way as Christ is glorified 
in our experience.
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Dear EarthTalk: Why are food manufacturers adding 
potentially carcinogenic potassium bromate to the flour of 
many of the packaged baked goods we consume? What 
are the risks and how can we minimize them?   
    -- Annie C., Poulsbo, WA

It may sound strange, but there are still many food 
manufacturers across the world who choose to enhance 
the quality and appearance of their baked products by 
adding the carcinogenic compound known as potassium 
bromate (KBrO3) to their flour.

Potassium bromate, a “potential human carcinogen” 
as deemed by the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer, is often used as an oxidizing agent during the production of baked goods such as bread or pizza.

In order for a baked good to achieve that fluffy, high-risen appearance and texture, it must be oxidized 
first. In the past, dough would be kneaded repeatedly by a baker, then left out in the open air to oxidize 
naturally; a process that can take days, even weeks. Potassium bromate shortens this process by directly 
and more potently strengthening the bonds between gluten (the constituent parts of any baked good), 
resulting in a more efficiently-made, better-looking baked product. 

But is the possibility of cancer worth it? Potassium bromate is unfortunately an excellent source of free 
radicals (unstable atoms) called reactive oxygen species (ROS), the kind that cause mutations in our DNA. 
These mutations can in some cases accumulate, producing cancers of the thyroid, liver, and kidneys. 

In 1982, Japanese researchers were the first to publish a series of papers stating that potassium bro-
mate was causing these different types of cancer in rats. Many countries shortly thereafter banned its use 
(Including the European Union, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Nigeria, South Korea and Peru, among others). 
The FDA, however, felt that the US need not ban potassium bromate as levels in most baked goods sold 
were unlikely to exceed 20 parts per million (ppm), an amount deemed safe for human consumption.

Before you run to the nearest poison control center, remember that it is the quantity of potassium 
bromate in the end product that ultimately determines its carcinogenic potential, not its mere presence. 
According to the FDA, 50 ppm (parts per million) is the upper limit for its use in bromated flour. As for its 
use in bread, 75 ppm is considered the limit for safe human consumption.

If you’re a hobbyist who enjoys baking their own bread or other similar products, it should be noted 
that if your product fails to reach a high enough temperature, or if it isn’t baked long enough, it may 
contain residual amounts of potassium bromate. Your best option for baking carcinogen-free items is by 
using unbromated flour, although the process is a little different. More mixing is required (as there is less 
oxidative potential), as well as the setting of a lower initial temperature (due to the temperature increase 
from the mixing). 

As for those hoping to purchase unbromated baked goods, it is of course required by law that all in-
gredients be stated on the packaging. If you’re lucky enough to live in California, a warning label stating 
carcinogenic ingredients should be visible on the packaging. Keep an eye out for “potassium bromate” or 
“bromated flour” — and if you see either ingredient, do yourself a favor and put it back.

.

. EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//
earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.

Flour-additive potassium bromate can 
enhance the quality and appearance of 
baked goods, but is it worth getting can-
cer over? Credit: Pexels.com.
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South Dakota COVID-19 Report
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A high pressure system overhead and northwest winds will give us a nice cool day with mostly sunny 
skies and high temperatures in the 70s. Breezy again this afternoon with gusts up to 30mph. Winds will 
decrease overnight with clear skies and lows in the 50s.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 72.4 °F at 4:45 PM
Low Temp: 60.4 °F at 11:45 PM
Wind: 27 mph at 6:30 PM
Precip: 0.04

Day length: 15 hours, 43 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 109 in 1933  
Record Low: 39 in 2017
Average High: 83°F
Average Low: 58°F
Average Precip in June.: 3.24
Precip to date in June.: 0.30
Average Precip to date: 10.49
Precip Year to Date: 11.46
Sunset Tonight: 9:26:55 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:44:10 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
June 26, 1998: Heavy rains of 2 to 5 inches fell across much of northern and eastern Brown, western 

and northern Day and all of Marshall County during the afternoon and evening hours. The additional heavy 
rain only exacerbated the flooding which had been occurring over much of this area for years. Kidder, in 
northern Marshall County, received up to 5 inches of rain on the 26th after receiving around 2 inches on 
the 25th. The heavy rain on the 26th flooded the whole town, filling nearly every basement. One resident 
had the basement walls cave in. Areas of Britton were also flooded with water in many basements. The 
heavy rains added to the already thousands of acres of crop and pastureland under water. One farmer in 
Day County, near Webster, had documented over one-half million dollars in damages to fences, buildings, 
land, and income from the prolonged flooding. On his farm, he had 15 buildings under water. This farmer 
said the highest he had measured the water from flooding was 9 feet, but for this year it had gone up 
to 21 feet. As a result of this and past heavy rains and also many years of above-average precipitation, 
about 22 percent of the total farm and pastureland acres in the three counties were flooded or too wet to 
farm. Some rainfall amounts included 2.30 inches at Sand Lake NWR, 2.7 inches at Langford, 2.95 inches 
at Groton, 3.5 inches northwest of Bristol, and 5.10 inches 9N 9W of Britton.

June 26, 2008: During the evening hours, a compact upper-level low-pressure system tracking through 
the Northern Plains interacted with a very moist and unstable air mass over western and central South 
Dakota resulting in a widespread severe weather outbreak. Three confirmed tornadoes occurred briefly 
in western Dewey County. Little or no damage was reported, and all three tornadoes were rated EF0. In 
addition to the tornadoes, multiple reports of large hail were received over Corson and Dewey Counties, 
including some to the size of baseballs near the communities of McLaughlin and Isabel. The large hail broke 
out many home and vehicle windows and damaged many roofs in Dewey, Corson, and Sully Counties. 
Significant wind damage occurred over sections of Sully County. There were multiple reports of wind gusts 
more than 70 mph, with the most concentrated swath of damaging winds extending from near Sutton Bay, 
eastward to the city of Onida, then southeast to the community of Harrold. The storm survey began near 
Sutton Bay on Lake Oahe, where a wind gust of 92 mph was recorded. The most significant property dam-
age was found further east near the community of Agar where multiple grain bins were either damaged 
or destroyed. Nine miles west of Agar, a barn was destroyed, and a large pine tree was snapped in half. 
Winds in this area were estimated to range from 80 to 100 mph. Near the intersection of Highways 1804 
and 175th Street, several Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) electrical transmission towers were 
collapsed entirely. The damage is consistent with wind speeds ranging from 130-140 mph. In the city of 
Onida, a bank roof was damaged, and the city was without power until the next day. Four miles north of 
Onida, a feed wagon was tossed nearly 40 feet. In Harrold, several railroad cars were tipped over. Also of 
great significance during the event was the peak wind speed of 124 mph recorded at the Onida airport. 
This wind speed is the strongest wind gust ever measured in the Aberdeen County Warning Area and the 
4th highest wind speed ever reported in South Dakota.

1807: Lightning strikes a gunpowder factory in the small European country of Luxembourg, killing more 
than 300 people. The Luxembourg disaster may have been the most deadly lightning strike in history. 

1888 - Residents of New York suffered through a record heat wave. Daily average temperatures were 
above 80 degrees for fourteen straight days. The heat wave was a sharp contrast to the severe blizzard 
in March of that year, which buried the city under nearly two feet of snow. (David Ludlum)

1977 - The Human Lightning Conductor, park ranger Roy C. Sullivan, was struck by lightning for the 
seventh time. He was first hit in 1942, then again in 1970, 1972, 1973 and 1976. (The Weather Channel)

1983 - Record heat prevailed from Texas to Michigan. Alpena MI hit 98 degrees. (Sandra and TI Richard 
Sanders - 1987)

1986: Hurricane Bonnie made landfall on the upper Texas coast. A wind gust to 98 mph occurred at Sea 
Rim State Park. Ace, Texas recorded a total of 13 inches of rain.
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The Importance Of Words

 “What’s a nanosecond, Keller?” I asked my ten-year-old grandson.

“Papa, everyone knows what a nanosecond is,” he replied with a wry smile across his lips as if teasing me.

“Well, not quite everyone. If I knew, I wouldn’t ask.” I felt like I needed to go back to school. Immediately!

“It means one, one billionth of a second. It’s used to measure the speed of light and other stuff,” he 
replied casually. Not having any need to measure the speed of light, I thought it was a good time to end 
the conversation. I realized how little I knew about some things.

But there is one thing I do know without any doubt: God took great care to choose the exact words 
He needed to explain His message of redemption. No second guessing about what He wanted us to un-
derstand. No hidden meanings for a special class of people. Nothing is left to the imagination that could 
cause us to make an error in knowing God’s message or direction for our lives.

This is very obvious in Proverbs 1:2-4. God, through Solomon, let us know that there is a right way and 
a wrong way to “live life.” Each of us has choices to make about the way we will live: either a life of righ-
teousness with God’s power that will honor and glorify Him or a life that is sinful, self-centered and leads 
to our death and damages others.

Ten of the approximately forty words in Proverbs 1:2-4 provide different aspects on ways to understand, 
see and apply God’s wisdom for daily, God-centered, living. Check them out!

God leaves nothing to “chance.” He wants us to succeed!

Prayer:  Thank You, Father, for the “God is My Helper” successful living guide-book – the Book of Prov-
erbs. May we follow it carefully. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Today’s Bible Verse:  For gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding words of insight; for receiv-
ing instruction in prudent behavior, doing what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to those who 
are simple, knowledge and discretion to the young. Proverbs 1:2-4
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2022 Community Events

01/30/2022 84th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
01/30/2022 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am – 1pm, Groton Community Center, 109 N 3rd St, Groton,
04/07/2022 Groton CDE 
04/09/2022 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/09/2022 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/23/2022 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/24/2022 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/07/2022 Lions Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
St John’s Lutheran Church VBS 9-11am
05/30/2022 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
Transit Fundraiser at the Community Center 4-7pm (Thursday Mid-June)
06/17/2022 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm Start
06/18/2022 Groton Triathlon
-6/20/2022 Ladies Invitational at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration 10am Start
07/04/2022 Firecracker Couples Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start 

(4th of July)
07/10/2022 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
Legion Auxiliary #39 Salad Buffet & Dessert Bar 11am-1pm at the Groton Legion
Baseball Tourney
07/21/2022 Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
How can we… “Love Groton”? United Methodist Church 9:30am
Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022 GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
United Methodist Church VBS 5-8pm
Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022 Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022 Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm
Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022 Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023  Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Saturday:
Dakota Cash
09-12-16-18-26
(nine, twelve, sixteen, eighteen, twenty-six)
Estimated jackpot: $85,000
Lotto America
12-28-30-34-39, Star Ball: 6, ASB: 5
(twelve, twenty-eight, thirty, thirty-four, thirty-nine; Star Ball: six; ASB: five)
Estimated jackpot: $16,170,000
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 328,000,000
Powerball
06-12-20-27-32, Powerball: 4, Power Play: 3
(six, twelve, twenty, twenty-seven, thirty-two; Powerball: four; Power Play: three)
Estimated jackpot: $346,000,000

South Dakota GOP picks experience for AG, bumps an incumbent
WATERTOWN, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Republicans looking to regroup after the impeachment and 

conviction of the GOP attorney general gave their support for the job Saturday to a man with extensive 
experience in leading state and federal law enforcement agencies.

Delegates at the Republican convention in Watertown also bounced an incumbent.
The group kicked off selections for key state offices by choosing Marty Jackley to run for attorney gen-

eral over Division of Criminal Investigation Director David Natvig. Jackley served as the state’s attorney 
general for about a decade and the state’s U.S. attorney for three years.

Jackley was succeeded in his last stint as attorney general by Jason Ravnsborg, who removed from office 
last week after the Senate heard testimony of his conduct in a fatal car crash. Ravnsborg had announced 
shortly before his impeachment trial that he would not seek a second term.

The day featured one upset.
Delegates denied Secretary of State Steve Barnett the opportunity for a second term. Monae Johnson 

won easily in a campaign where she stressed her opposition to online voting, online voter registration and 
online registration updates.

Johnson said Saturday that “election integrity is all on our hearts on minds.”
Lt. Gov. Larry Rhoden held off a late entry into the race, former House Speaker Steve Haugaard, to earn 

another run. Gov. Kristi Noem had defeated Haugaard in the Republican primary election for governor 
three weeks ago 76% to 24%.

Is abortion illegal in the U.S. now? Depends where you live
By The Associated Press undefined
The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that had provided a 

constitutional right to abortion. The ruling is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states, 
although the timing of those laws taking effect varies.

Some Republican-led states will ban or severely limit abortion immediately, while other restrictions will 
take effect later. At least one state, Texas, is waiting until after the Supreme Court issues its formal judg-

News from the
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ment in the case, which is separate from the opinion issued Friday and could take about a month.

In anticipation of the decision, several states led by Democrats have taken steps to protect abortion 
access. The decision also sets up the potential for legal fights between the states over whether providers 
and those who help women obtain abortions can be sued or prosecuted.

Here is an overview of abortion legislation and the expected impact of the court’s decision in every state.
___
ALABAMA
Political control: Alabama has a Republican-controlled legislature and a Republican governor who want 

to ban or restrict access to abortions.
Background: In 2019, Alabama lawmakers approved what was then the most stringent abortion ban in 

the country, making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy with no exceptions for 
pregnancies resulting from rape or incest. The only exception would be when the woman’s health was 
at serious risk. A federal judge issued an injunction, under the precedent of Roe v. Wade, blocking the 
state from enforcing the law. In 2018, voters agreed to amend the Alabama Constitution to say the state 
recognizes the “rights of unborn children” and “does not protect the right to an abortion or require the 
funding of abortion.” A 1951 law made it a crime, punishable by up to 12 months in prison, to induce an 
abortion, unless it is done to preserve the life or health of the mother.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortions became almost entirely illegal in Alabama on Friday. A 2019 
state abortion ban took effect making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with 
no exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. All three clinics stopped providing abortions Friday 
morning under fear of prosecution under the 1951 state law. U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson hours 
later granted Alabama’s request to lift an injunction and allow the state to enforce the 2019 abortion ban. 
Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall said it is now a felony to provide an abortion in Alabama beyond 
the one exception allowed in the 2019 law, which is for the sake of the mother’s health. Doctors who 
violate the law could face up to 99 years in prison. Marshall said the state would also move to lift other 
injunctions that blocked previous abortion restrictions, including a requirement for doctors who perform 
abortions to have hospital admitting privileges.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers have said they would like to see the state replace the 2019 
ban with a slightly less stringent bill that would allow exceptions in cases of rape or incest. Proponents 
said the 2019 ban was deliberately strict in the hopes of sparking a court challenge to Roe.

___
ALASKA
Political control: Republicans currently hold a majority of seats in the state Legislature, but the House is 

controlled by a bipartisan coalition composed largely of Democrats. Fifty-nine of the Legislature’s 60 seats 
are up for election this year. Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Republican who believes life begins at conception, is 
seeking reelection.

Background: The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted the right to privacy in the state constitution as 
encompassing abortion rights.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision is not expected to immediately affect 
abortion rights in Alaska, given the existing precedent in the state.

What’s next: Voters in the fall will be asked if they want to hold a constitutional convention, a question 
that comes up every 10 years. Many conservatives who want to overhaul how judges are selected and do 
away with the interpretation that the constitution’s right to privacy clause allows for abortion rights see an 
opportunity in pushing for a convention. Recent efforts to advance a constitutional amendment through 
the Legislature have been unsuccessful.

___
ARIZONA
Political control: Both legislative chambers are controlled by Republicans, who regularly pass abortion 

restrictions that for the past eight sessions have been quickly signed by Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, an 
abortion opponent.
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Background: Arizona law allows abortion through about 22 weeks, but the Legislature passed a 15-week 

abortion ban in March mirroring the Mississippi law that was contested before the U.S. Supreme Court. It 
will take effect 90 days after the Legislature adjourns, which it did Saturday. Current restrictions include 
bans on abortions because of gender and a 2021 law that makes it a felony for a doctor to terminate a 
pregnancy because the child has a survivable genetic abnormality. Arizona also has a pre-statehood law 
still on the books that would ban all abortions, although it has not been enforced since Roe was decided.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Ducey has argued in media interviews that the law he signed in late 
March takes precedence over the total ban that remains on the books. But the law he signed specifically 
says it does not overrule the total abortion ban in place for more than 100 years. Ducey is term-limited 
and leaves office in January. Abortion providers across the state stopped all procedures after the court 
ruled Friday because of concerns that the pre-Roe ban could put doctors, nurses and other providers at 
risk of prosecution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights supporters in Arizona have launched a long-shot bid to enshrine the right to 
abortion in the state constitution. Rolled out weeks after the draft U.S. Supreme Court decision showing 
Roe could be overturned was leaked, backers must collect more than 356,000 signatures by July 7 to get 
the initiative on the November ballot. Voters would then be able to decide.

___
ARKANSAS
Political control: Arkansas’ legislature is controlled by Republicans who have supported dozens of abor-

tion bans and restrictions in recent years. Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson also has supported bans on 
abortion with some exceptions. He’s term-limited and leaves office in January. Republican nominee Sarah 
Sanders, press secretary to former President Donald Trump, is widely favored in the November election 
to succeed him.

Background: Arkansas already had a law banning most abortions 20 weeks into a woman’s pregnancy, 
with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother. The state has several other bans that have 
been struck down or blocked by courts in recent years, including an outright abortion ban enacted last 
year that doesn’t include rape or incest exceptions. That ban has been blocked by a federal judge, and 
the state has appealed.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Arkansas has a law it enacted in 2019 that bans nearly all abortions now 
that Roe is overturned. That ban, along with the outright ban that’s been blocked by a federal judge, only 
allows exceptions to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. Hutchinson has said he thinks 
bans should include rape and incest exceptions, but he has not called on the Legislature to add those to 
either of the bans.

What’s next: Hours after Friday’s ruling, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge signed certification that Roe 
had been overturned. That certification allows the state’s “trigger ban” to take effect immediately. The 
only exception in that ban is to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. The Legislature 
isn’t scheduled to meet until January, but Hutchinson is considering calling a special session to take up tax 
relief proposals. The Republican governor said Friday he does not plan on asking lawmakers to consider 
adding rape and incest exceptions to the state’s ban.

___
CALIFORNIA
Political control: Democrats who support access to abortion control all statewide elected offices and have 

large majorities in the state Legislature.
Background: California outlawed abortion in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. 

The law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health 
were in danger. In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be 
unconstitutional but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972, California voters added a “right to privacy” to the 
state constitution. Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted that “right to privacy” as a right to 
access abortion, allow minors to get an abortion without their parents’ permission and use public funding 



Sunday, June 26, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 354 ~ 43 of 95

Groton Daily Independent
for abortions in the state’s Medicaid program. California now requires private health insurance plans to 
cover abortions and does not allow them to charge things such as co-pays or deductibles for the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion will remain legal in California prior to the viability of a fetus. 
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has vowed to make California a sanctuary for women who live in other 
states where abortion is outlawed or severely restricted. The number of women who travel to the state 
for abortions is expected to rise significantly.

What’s next: The state Legislature is considering 13 bills that would strengthen or expand access to 
abortion. The bills are based on a report from the Future of Abortion Council, which Newsom formed last 
year to study reproductive rights in California. They include proposals that would help pay for women 
from other states to come to California for abortions, ban enforcement of out-of-state civil judgments on 
California abortion providers and volunteers, and increase the number of people who can offer abortions 
by authorizing some nurse practitioners to perform the procedure without the supervision of a doctor. 
Lawmakers also plan to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that would explicitly 
guarantee the right to an abortion and contraceptives.

___
COLORADO
Political control: The Democrats who control the Colorado Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: A 1967 state law legalized abortion up to 16 weeks of pregnancy. Abortion has been ac-

cessible ever since, despite repeated legislative attempts and ballot initiatives to restrict or abolish the 
procedure. Colorado voters have consistently rejected such initiatives, the latest in 2020 that would have 
banned abortion during the third trimester of pregnancy. In 2022, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis signed a law 
placing the right to abortion in state statute. The law guarantees access to reproductive care before and 
after pregnancy and bans local governments from imposing their own restrictions. It also declares that 
fertilized eggs, embryos and fetuses have no independent rights. Abortion rights advocates plan a 2024 
ballot initiative to add abortion rights to the state constitution and repeal a 1980s constitutional amend-
ment that bans public funding for abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision won’t have any immediate impact on Colorado law -- but 
providers are preparing for a surge of out-of-state patients. Democratic House Majority Leader Daneya 
Esgar says lawmakers must consider how to invest in a health care workforce to ensure Colorado has the 
capacity to meet that anticipated demand. Colorado’s health department reports there were 11,580 abor-
tions in the state in 2021; of those 14% were for non-residents. More than 900 of those non-residents 
were from Texas, Wyoming and Nebraska.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more patients from states surrounding Colorado will 
potentially seek care now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned. But the Texas law could induce more 
people to come. Oklahoma now has an early pregnancy abortion ban; Utah and Wyoming have trigger laws 
banning abortion now Roe is overturned; the Kansas Constitution protects abortion rights, but Republican 
lawmakers placed on an August primary ballot an initiative to overturn it.

___
CONNECTICUT
Political control: Democrats who control the Connecticut General Assembly support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Connecticut passed a law in 1990 giving women the legal right to abortion. Having passed 

with strong bipartisan support, it was lauded at the time for being a rare compromise between abortion 
rights advocates and opponents. It affirmed a woman’s unqualified right to an abortion “prior to viability 
of the fetus,” as well as later-term abortions “necessary to preserve the life and health of the pregnant 
woman.” It also repealed state laws predating Roe v. Wade that had made it a felony to have an abortion 
or to perform one and required that patients under 16 receive counseling about their options. This year, 
Gov. Ned Lamont signed legislation to protect medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal ac-
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tions. The same law allows advanced practice registered nurses, nurse-midwives or physician assistants 
to perform aspiration abortions in the first 12 weeks of a pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, a Democrat, has vowed to 
challenge any attempt to nullify Connecticut’s abortion rights law. “Let’s not mince words. They will come 
for us,” Tong warned abortion rights supporters during a recent news conference. “We will fight that effort 
tooth-and-nail. Any court, any place, Connecticut will be there and will fight.” The state is already involved 
in major abortion cases across the country. And while Connecticut is surrounded by mostly pro-abortion 
states, it’s still bracing for out-of-state patients seeking abortions now that Roe has been overturned.

What’s next: Connecticut’s new law protecting abortion providers from other states’ bans takes effect 
on July 1. It creates a legal cause of action for providers and others sued in another state, enabling them 
to recover certain legal costs. It also limits the governor’s discretion to extradite someone accused of 
performing an abortion, as well as participation by Connecticut courts and agencies in those lawsuits. 
There’s discussion of possibly amending the state’s constitution to enshrine the right to abortion, making 
it more difficult to overturn, but that would be a multi-year process.

___
DELAWARE
Political control: Democrats control the governor’s office and both chambers of the legislature in Delaware 

and have taken several steps to ensure access to abortion.
Background: In 2017, Delaware became the first state following the election of President Donald Trump 

to codify the right to an abortion. A bill signed by Gov. John Carney, a Catholic, guarantees the unfettered 
right to an abortion before a fetus is deemed “viable.” The law defines viability as the point in a pregnancy 
when, in a physician’s “good faith medical judgment,” there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus can 
survive outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures. The law also allows 
abortion after fetal viability if, in a doctor’s “good faith medical judgment,” abortion is necessary for the 
protection of the woman’s life or health, or if there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus cannot survive 
without extraordinary medical measures. The law eliminated existing code restrictions on abortions, much 
of which had already been declared unenforceable by Delaware’s attorney general in 1973 following the 
Supreme Court rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In April of this year, Carney signed a bill allowing 
physician assistants and advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe abortion-inducing medications 
including mifepristone and misoprostol.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “In Delaware, the privacy protections of Roe v. Wade are codified in state 
law, guaranteeing residents have access to legal abortion services even if Roe were to be undone at the 
federal level,” Democratic lawmakers noted earlier this month in unveiling legislation further broadening 
access to abortions. The bill, which is likely to pass before the end of June, allows physician assistants, 
certified nurse practitioners and nurse midwifes to perform abortions before viability. It also includes vari-
ous legal protections for abortion providers and patients, including out-of-state residents receiving abor-
tions in Delaware. Those provisions include protections from civil actions in other states relating to the 
termination of a pregnancy, and protecting individuals from extradition to other states for criminal charges 
related to terminating a pregnancy.

What’s next: According to state health officials, 2,042 abortions were performed in Delaware in 2019, 
with 1,765 involving Delaware residents and 277 involving nonresidents. Delaware is not likely to see a 
huge influx of women traveling from out of state to get abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned, given that 
neighboring Maryland and New Jersey also have liberal abortion-access laws. In neighboring Pennsylvania, 
where Republicans control both chambers of the Legislature, future abortion access could hinge on the 
outcome of this year’s gubernatorial contest.

___
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Political control: The local government in the nation’s capital is completely controlled by Democrats, with 

a Democratic mayor and the D.C. Council split between Democrats and nominal independent politicians, 
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who are all, invariably, Democrats.

Background: Abortion is legal in the District of Columbia at all stages of pregnancy, a status that was 
upheld in the 1971 Supreme Court case United States v. Vuitch. However, the U.S. Congress has oversight 
power over D.C. laws and Congress has already banned the city from using local funds to pay for abor-
tions for women on Medicaid.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Elected officials in Washington, D.C., fear Congress could move to restrict 
abortion access, particularly if Republicans recapture the House of Representatives in midterm elections 
later this year. President Joe Biden could theoretically veto such a move, but that protection is subject to 
political calculations and is not guaranteed.

What’s next: Local officials have pledged defiance against any sort of Congressional move to restrict 
local abortion access. The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would declare Washington, D.C., a 
“sanctuary city” for those coming from states where abortion is banned. According to federal data, most 
of the women getting abortions in Washington already are coming from out of state. Those numbers 
could increase, particularly if new Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin moves to restrict abortion access in 
neighboring Virginia.

___
FLORIDA
Political control: Republicans control both chambers of the Florida Legislature and this year passed a ban 

on abortions after 15 weeks, which was signed into law by the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Abortion was legal in Florida until the 24th week of pregnancy, though lawmakers have 

been tightening access in recent years with bills requiring a one-day waiting period and requiring parents 
of a pregnant minor to be notified before an abortion can be provided. This year, in anticipation of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, the Legislature passed a ban on abortions after 
the 15th week, except to save the mother’s life, prevent serious injury or if the fetus has a fatal abnor-
mality. It does not allow for exemptions in cases where pregnancies were caused by rape or incest. Gov. 
Ron DeSantis called the legislation “the most significant protections for life that have been enacted in this 
state in a generation.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision places Florida’s 15-week ban on firm legal ground, at least 
under federal law. However, the legislation is already being challenged in state court on arguments that 
it violates a guarantee of the right to privacy under the state constitution.

What’s next: Florida’s 15-week ban goes into effect on July 1, but challenges to that legislation are pend-
ing. Though only about 2% of Florida’s abortions take place after 15th week, abortion rights advocates 
have expressed concern over declining access to the procedure not only for Floridians but for residents 
from nearby Southern states where restrictions have historically been stricter than in Florida.

___
GEORGIA
Political control: Georgia has a Republican legislature and governor who support abortion restrictions, 

but all are up for election this November. Republicans are likely to retain legislative control, but there’s a 
possibility a Democrat could become governor.

Background: Georgia lawmakers in 2019 passed a law by one vote that would ban most abortions after 
about six weeks of pregnancy, when fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The measure is unlike other 
“heartbeat” bills in that it also contains language designating a fetus as a person for certain state-law 
purposes such as income tax deductions and child support. The measure is on hold before the U.S. 11th 
Circuit Court of Appeals awaiting a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in the Mississippi case.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 11th Circuit is likely to allow the six-week ban to take effect relatively 
quickly, having already heard oral arguments in the case, although there could be fresh legal challenges. 
That would ban the large majority of abortions that currently take place in Georgia – about 87% according 
to providers. The change could happen in the middle of tightly contested races in Georgia for governor and 
U.S. Senate. Democratic U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock and challenger for governor Stacey Abrams say they 
want to secure abortion rights. Republican Senate challenger Herschel Walker and incumbent Republican 
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Gov. Brian Kemp support restrictions.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers and candidates want Georgia to go further and ban abortion 
entirely, but Kemp is unlikely to call a special session before this November’s general election. Lawmakers 
are likely to consider further action when they return for their annual session in January. The Legislature 
or courts will have to sort out whether the provisions designating a fetus as a person are workable.

___
HAWAII
Political control: Hawaii’s governor is a Democrat and Democrats control more than 90% of the seats in 

the state House and Senate.
Background: Hawaii legalized abortion in 1970, when it became the first state in the nation to allow the 

procedure at a woman’s request. The state allows abortion until a fetus would be viable outside the womb. 
After that, it’s legal if a patient’s life or health is in danger. For many years, only licensed physicians could 
perform the procedure. Last year, the state enacted a law allowing advanced practice care nurses to carry 
out in-clinic abortions during the first trimester. This helps women on more rural islands who have been 
flying to Honolulu to obtain abortions because of doctor shortages in their communities. The law allows 
the nurses to prescribe medication to end a pregnancy and to perform aspiration abortion, a type of minor 
surgery during which a vacuum is used to empty a woman’s uterus.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Existing Hawaii law allows abortions, but Gary Yamashiroya, a spokes-
person for the state attorney general’s office, has said the attorney general was carefully considering 
measures Hawaii might take to protect and strengthen reproductive rights if Roe ended. “No matter the 
outcome, our state remains committed to reproductive freedom and choice,” he said.

What’s next: Political support for abortion rights is strong. Anti-abortion bills are rarely heard at the 
state Legislature. When they have been, they haven’t made it out of committee. Gov. David Ige issued 
a statement supporting abortion rights when the Supreme Court’s draft opinion overturning Roe leaked. 
“No matter what the Supreme Court decides, I will fight to ensure a woman’s right to choose in the State 
of Hawaii,” he said. The Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women earlier this month said 72% of 
the state Senate and 53% of state House members signed a pledge supporting abortion rights.

___
IDAHO
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in the House and Senate and oppose access to abor-

tion, as does the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, Idaho passed a law gener-

ally allowing abortions in the first and second trimester up to viability at about 23 to 24 weeks. The law 
allows abortions after viability only to protect the mother’s life or in cases of nonviable fetuses. This year, 
lawmakers passed a Texas-style ban prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy and autho-
rizing family members to sue medical providers for performing an abortion. That law is on hold following 
a challenge by Planned Parenthood. The Idaho Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in August.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It triggers a 2020 Idaho law banning all abortions except in cases of re-
ported rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life, to take effect in 30 days. Under the law, the person 
performing the abortion could face a felony prosecution punishable by up to five years in prison. In cases 
of rape or incest, the law requires pregnant women to file a police report and provide a copy of the report 
to the provider prior to an abortion. If the Idaho Supreme Court upholds the state’s Texas-style abortion 
ban and Roe v. Wade is tossed aside, a medical provider who performs an abortion in Idaho could face a 
lawsuit and criminal charges.

What’s Next: Pregnant women seeking abortions will have to travel out of state; the nearest abortion 
providers would be in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. Planned Parenthood is renting space 
in the town of Ontario on the Idaho-Oregon border and says it’s preparing for an influx of patients seek-
ing abortions. Some Republican lawmakers in Idaho might propose new legislation in January to outlaw 
abortion pills and emergency contraception.
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___
ILLINOIS
Political control: Illinois is overwhelmingly Democratic with laws providing greater access to abortion than 

most states. Democrats hold veto-proof supermajorities in the House and Senate, and the Democratic 
first-term governor seeking reelection this year, J.B. Pritzker, has promoted peaceful street protests to 
protect the constitutional right to an abortion.

Background: Abortion is legal in Illinois and can only be restricted after the point of viability, when a fetus 
is considered able to survive outside the womb. Medical science determines viability at 24 to 26 weeks, 
but the Illinois law does not specify a timeframe, saying a medical professional can determine viability in 
each case. Abortions are also allowed after viability to protect the patient’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It won’t change access to abortion in Illinois. After the Roe v. Wade 
decision in 1973, the Illinois Abortion Act of 1975 legalized abortion but enacted a “trigger law” that would 
reinstate the ban if Roe were overturned. That trigger law was repealed in 2017 in legislation that also 
required Medicaid and state employees’ group health insurance to cover abortions. The 2019 Reproductive 
Health Act replaced the 1975 law, large parts of which were never enforced because they were found to 
be unconstitutional.

What’s next: Like other states providing access to abortions, Illinois has seen a steady influx of patients 
crossing the state line for abortions in recent months and those numbers are expected to increase. Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois says it expects to handle an additional 20,000 to 30,000 patients in Illinois in the 
first year following the reversal of Roe.

___
INDIANA
Political control: Indiana has a Republican-dominated Legislature and a Republican governor in favor of 

restricting abortion access.
Background: Abortion in Indiana is legal up to about 20 weeks, with some provisions for medical emer-

gencies. Before an abortion, patients must undergo an 18-hour waiting period. Medical providers must 
tell patients about the risks involved in abortion and must say the fetus can feel pain around 20 weeks, 
which is disputed. Providers must report complications related to abortion; failure to report can result in a 
misdemeanor, 180 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Federal courts have blocked several restrictions in Indiana, 
including an attempt to ban a common second-trimester abortion procedure and a law that would have 
required doctors to tell pregnant women about a disputed treatment to potentially stop a drug-induced 
abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: No immediate changes are expected, but legislators unwilling to wait 
until the 2023 session could ask Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb to call a special session this summer to start 
modifying the state’s abortion laws.

What’s next: Republican legislative leaders said Friday they expected lawmakers to act on tightening 
Indiana’s abortion laws during a special legislative session starting July 6, but gave no details about what 
restrictions would be considered. Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb earlier this week called the Legislature into 
a special session to take up a tax refund proposal, but state law allows legislators to consider any subject.

___
IOWA
Political control: Iowa’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion ac-

cess and a Republican governor who agrees and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Iowa allows most abortions until the 20th week of pregnancy, when they’re banned ex-

cept to save a patient’s life or prevent a substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily 
function. In 2018, the state Supreme Court declared access to abortion a “fundamental” right under the 
state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the U.S. Constitution. The state’s 
high court, now with a conservative majority, overturned that decision June 17, thus allowing a state law 
requiring a 24-hour waiting period to go into effect immediately. That requirement is being challenged in 
district court.



Sunday, June 26, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 354 ~ 48 of 95

Groton Daily Independent
Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing is expected to change immediately in Iowa. The GOP-controlled 

Legislature has been working to get an amendment on the ballot in 2024 that would declare the state 
constitution does not grant a right to abortion but, with Roe overturned, Iowa lawmakers can ban abor-
tion without completing that lengthy process.

What’s next: Now that the Iowa Supreme Court has struck down its 2018 ruling, the state Legislature 
can convene a special session this summer and pass abortion restrictions. Republicans could still move to 
get the constitutional amendment on a public ballot in 2024.

___
KANSAS
Political control: Kansas has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for re-election this year.
Background: Under current law, Kansas does not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, 

when they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or to prevent “a substantial and irreversible physical 
impairment of a major bodily function.” The state Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abor-
tion is a “fundamental” right under the state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights 
than the U.S. Constitution does currently. State law, however, doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion 
medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Kansas. The state Supreme Court 
blocked enforcement of a 2015 legislative ban on a common second-trimester procedure, and abortion 
opponents fear a host of other rules could fall to legal challenges in the near future. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature responded by putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot during the Aug. 2 primary, 
when turnout is expected to be much lower than in a general election and will likely see a higher propor-
tion of Republicans voting. The amendment would declare that the state constitution does not grant a 
right to abortion. It would allow lawmakers to restrict abortion as much as the federal courts will allow .

What’s next: If voters approve the amendment, the Legislature would still have to approve the new 
restrictions, and lawmakers are out of session until January 2023. They can call themselves in to special 
session with two-thirds majorities, but they’re likely to wait until after voters decide in the November 
general election whether to give Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly a second term.

___
KENTUCKY
Political control: Republicans have a supermajority in the Kentucky Legislature and have been restricting 

abortion rights since the 2016 election over the vetoes of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who supports 
abortion rights and will seek a second term in 2023.

Background: Kentucky bans abortions after 20 weeks, but all abortion services were temporarily halted in 
April after the legislature imposed new restrictions and reporting requirements on the state’s two abortion 
clinics. The clinics, both in Louisville, said they suspended abortions because state officials hadn’t written 
guidelines on how to comply with the new law. Noncompliance could result in stiff fines, felony penalties 
and revocation of physician and facility licenses. Abortions resumed after a federal judge temporarily 
blocked key parts of the law, including a provision banning abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion services in Kentucky immediately became illegal under a “trigger 
law” enacted in 2019. The measure contains a narrow exception allowing abortion to prevent the death 
or permanent injury of a pregnant woman. Kentuckians will be able to vote this November on a proposed 
amendment declaring there is no right to an abortion in the state constitution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights activists say the suspension of abortion services in April foreshadowed what 
would happen in Kentucky and other Republican-leaning states if Roe v. Wade was overturned. It likely 
ends several legal challenges pending against other Kentucky abortion laws including a 2018 measure that 
abortion-rights supporters say would effectively ban a standard abortion method in the second trimester 
of pregnancy. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in March that Kentucky’s Republican attorney general, Daniel 
Cameron, can defend the measure that was struck down by lower courts.
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___
LOUISIANA
Political control: Louisiana’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion 

access. Its Democratic and Catholic governor also opposes abortions, though he supports exceptions for 
victims of rape or incest.

Background: Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2020 stating that “a right to abortion and 
the funding of abortion shall not be found in the Louisiana Constitution.” Of the about 2 million people 
who voted, 62% approved the amendment. Abortion had been legal in Louisiana through the 19th week 
of pregnancy. After that, it was legal only if the fetus would die anyway or if continuing the pregnancy 
would threaten the mother’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Louisiana has a trigger law that immediately outlaws abortions. There is 
no exception for rape or incest. The only exception is if there is substantial risk of death or impairment to 
the woman. Earlier this week, Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, signed a bill updating various aspects 
of the law and subjecting abortion providers to up to 10 years in prison and fines up to $100,000. Edwards’ 
office said the bill allows the use of emergency contraception “for victims of rape and incest prior to when 
a pregnancy can be clinically diagnosed.”

Edwards signed another bill that would require the doctor to certify that a drug used for abortion was 
being prescribed for another medical reason. The bill makes it illegal to deliver abortion medication to a 
state resident “by mail-order, courier, or as a result of a sale made via the internet.”

What’s next: Louisiana’s three abortion clinics — in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Shreveport — were 
no longer providing abortions to patients as of Friday and instead are recommending pregnant patients 
seeking the procedure to go to states where it remains legal.

___
MAINE
Political control: Both chambers of the Maine Legislature, which has adjourned, are controlled by Demo-

crats. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has vowed to protect the right to an abortion, saying she will “fight with 
everything I have to protect reproductive rights.”

Background: A Republican governor in 1993 signed a Maine law affirming the right to abortion before 
a fetus is viable. After that, abortion is only allowed if the life or health of the mother is at risk, or if the 
pregnancy is no longer viable. In 2019, lawmakers eliminated a physician-only rule and Mills signed it into 
law, allowing nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other medical professionals to perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change in Maine. Any attempt to restrict abortions when 
lawmakers reconvene next year would face fierce pushback. Abortion providers, meanwhile, said there 
could be an influx of patients seeking abortions from states that outlaw the procedure.

What’s next: Any major changes are unlikely unless former Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, unseats 
Mills and Republicans take control of both chambers of the Legislature in November. LePage, a Catholic 
who opposes abortion rights, has said it’s up to lawmakers to address the abortion issue as they see fit.

___
MARYLAND
Political control: Maryland’s legislature is controlled by Democrats who expanded abortion access this year 

by ending a restriction that only physicians can provide them and requiring most insurance plans to cover 
abortion care without cost. The legislature overrode Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of the bill in April.

Background: The right to abortion is protected in Maryland law. The state approved legislation in 1991 to 
protect abortion rights if the Supreme Court should ever restrict access. Voters approved the right in 1992 
with 62% of the vote. Maryland law prohibits restrictions on abortion prior to viability. Maryland does not 
have a gestational limit. After viability, clinicians make the determination, based on clinical standard of care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Maryland law.
What’s next: Maryland’s new law that will enable nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician as-

sistants to provide abortions with training is set to take effect July 1. However, $3.5 million in state fund-
ing to provide training isn’t mandated until fiscal year 2024. Hogan, who is term limited, has indicated he 
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will not approve the money sooner. Some nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants 
already have received training on medication abortion and will be able to provide those services starting 
next month.

___
MASSACHUSETTS
Political control: The Democrats who control the Massachusetts Legislature support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor, although they differ on specific policies.
Background: Massachusetts once had a contentious relationship with abortion in part due to the powerful 

influence of the Catholic Church, which opposes abortion. In recent years, that influence has waned and 
Massachusetts has become a strong supporter of abortion rights. In 2018, in anticipation of the conserva-
tive tilt on the U.S. Supreme Court, the state removed an 1845 abortion ban from its books that was not 
enforced. Two years later, Democratic state lawmakers clashed with Republican Gov. Charlie Baker — who 
says he supports abortion rights — over an effort to codify abortion rights into state law, allow abortions 
after 24 weeks of pregnancy in cases where the child would not survive after birth, and lower from 18 to 
16 the age at which women could seek an abortion without consent from a parent or guardian. Lawmak-
ers passed the bill — dubbed the Roe Act — over Baker’s veto.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Baker has vowed to fight to keep abortion legal in Massachusetts, but 
it is his last year in office. Both Democratic candidates for governor — state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and 
Attorney General Maura Healey — support abortion rights. Republican candidate Geoff Diehl said he be-
lieves in “the need to protect human life wherever and whenever possible.” Fellow GOP candidate Chris 
Doughty said he would “not seek any changes to our state’s abortion laws.”

What’s next: There is little chance Massachusetts will restrict abortion rights. Baker signed an executive 
order Friday barring state agencies from assisting another state’s investigation into people or businesses 
for receiving or delivering reproductive health services that are legal in Massachusetts. The state also won’t 
cooperate with extradition requests from states pursuing criminal charges against such individuals. As of 
2017, there were 47 facilities providing abortion in Massachusetts, according to the Guttmacher Institute, 
which supports abortion rights. With Roe v. Wade overturned, it’s unclear how many people will travel 
there from states that ban or restrict abortion.

___
MICHIGAN
Political control: Both chambers of Michigan’s legislature are controlled by Republicans who want to ban 

or restrict abortion access, but the state’s Democratic governor supports access.
Background: A dormant 1931 law bans nearly all abortions in Michigan but it hasn’t been enforced since 

Roe v. Wade. The law made it a felony to use an instrument or administer any substance with the intent 
to abort a fetus unless necessary to preserve the woman’s life. It has no exceptions in cases of rape and 
incest. Anticipating that Roe could be overturned, Planned Parenthood of Michigan filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging Michigan’s ban. A state judge suspended the law in May, saying it violates the state’s constitution. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, hailed the decision.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The injunction granted in the Planned Parenthood case ensures that 
abortion does not immediately become illegal. Planned Parenthood of Michigan and other supporters hope 
the injunction indicates abortion rights in the state will be preserved. But in a statement to The Associated 
Press, Nessel’s office said “given the ongoing lawsuits, we cannot speculate what the state of abortion 
rights will be in Michigan” after Roe.

What’s next: Whitmer also filed suit asking the state’s Supreme Court to declare the 91-year-old law 
unconstitutional. It has not acted yet. Michigan abortion rights supporters hope to put the issue on ballots 
this fall. Their proposed constitutional amendment would affirm the right to make pregnancy-related deci-
sions without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive services such as birth control. 
The Reproductive Freedom for All committee needs to collect about 425,000 valid voter signatures by July 
11 to make the November ballot. The measure would become law if voters approved it. The issue also is 
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expected to shape statewide elections — Whitmer and Nessel are both up for reelection in the fall — and 
legislative races.

___
MINNESOTA
Political control: The Minnesota Legislature is divided; Anti-abortion Republicans control the Senate and 

Democrats have the House, but the majorities are slim in both chambers, so control will be up for grabs 
in the November elections. Most legislative Democrats support abortion rights. Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
has said “no abortion ban will ever become law” while he’s governor. But he faces a challenge this year 
from Republican Scott Jensen, who opposes abortion rights.

Background: Abortion is legal in Minnesota up to the point of fetal viability, around the 24th week of 
pregnancy. The state has some restrictions, including a 24-hour waiting period with state-mandated 
counseling, both parents generally must be notified prior to a minor getting an abortion, and only physi-
cians can perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Minnesota because the state Supreme 
Court ruled in 1995 that the state constitution protects abortion rights. If Republicans take control of 
both chambers, they could put a constitutional amendment on the ballot as soon as 2024 to reverse that 
ruling, but it’s not clear yet if they would take that path. Minnesota governors can’t block constitutional 
amendments with vetoes. But amendments are hard to enact because they require the backing of most 
of the citizens voting in that election, not just those voting on the amendment. Leaving the ballot blank 
counts as a “no.”

What’s next: Providers are preparing for a surge in women coming from other states to get abortions. 
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said before the ruling that 
her organization was “fortifying” its delivery systems, including telemedicine. Dr. Sarah Traxler, the group’s 
medical director, has said demand in Minnesota is expected to rise by up to 25%.

___
MISSISSIPPI
Political control: Republican Gov. Tate Reeves and leaders of the Republican-controlled Mississippi Leg-

islature have been working for years to chip away at abortion access.
Background: Mississippi already had a law banning most abortions at 20 weeks, and the state tried to 

enact a law in 2018 to ban most abortions after 15 weeks. That law is the basis for the case that the Su-
preme Court has now used to overturn Roe v. Wade. A federal district judge blocked Mississippi’s 15-week 
law from taking effect in 2018, and an appeals court agreed. The Supreme Court agreed to take the case 
in 2021. Justices heard arguments in December, with the Mississippi attorney general’s office saying the 
court should overturn Roe v. Wade. Mississippi has one abortion clinic, and it stops offering abortions at 
16 weeks. Reeves was lieutenant governor in 2018, when Mississippi tried to enact the 15-week ban, and 
in 2019, when the state tried to enact a six-week ban. Mississippi law does not allow providers to dispense 
abortion medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
is expected to close within weeks. Mississippi enacted a law in 2007 that would prohibit most abortions 
if Roe v. Wade was overturned. Abortions would still be allowed if the woman’s life is endangered by the 
pregnancy or if the pregnancy was caused by a rape that was reported to law enforcement. Any person 
who knowingly performs or attempts to induce an abortion, except the pregnant woman, could be pun-
ished by up to 10 years in prison.

What’s next: Mississippi’s 2007 law says the state attorney general must publish a notice in a state 
administrative bulletin after the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. Mississippi’s ban on most 
abortions will take effect 10 days after that publication.

___
MISSOURI
Political control: Both GOP Gov. Mike Parson and the Republican-led Legislature support laws against 
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abortion.

Background: Missouri law previously allowed abortions up until 22 weeks of pregnancy. But a 2019 state 
law banned abortions “except in cases of medical emergency,” contingent upon the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Under that Missouri law, performing an illegal abortion is a 
felony punishable by 5 to 15 years in prison, though women receiving abortions cannot be prosecuted.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 2019 law contained a provision making it effective upon notification 
by the attorney general, governor or Legislature that the U.S. Supreme Court had overruled Roe v. Wade. 
Moments after Friday’s Supreme Court decision, Attorney General Eric Schmitt and Gov. Mike Parson filed 
the necessary paperwork for Missouri’s law to kick in. State statutes were subsequently updated online 
Friday saying the abortion-ban law had taken effect.

What’s next: Some Missouri residents wanting abortions are likely to travel to neighboring states, includ-
ing Illinois and Kansas. A new Illinois logistics center near St. Louis helps women from out of state find 
travel, lodging and childcare if they need help getting to the area for an abortion, and it connects them 
with funding sources. The Kansas Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a “fundamen-
tal” right under the state constitution. Even without the ban in Missouri, the number of Missouri patients 
seeking abortions in Kansas has gone up in recent years, increasing about 8% from 2020 to 2021.

___
MONTANA
Political control: The Republicans who control the Montana Legislature and Republican Gov. Greg Gian-

forte want to limit access to abortion.
Background: Abortion used to be legal in Montana up until viability, or about 24 weeks of pregnancy, 

but the state Legislature passed a bill in 2021 to reduce that to 20 weeks, arguing that is when the fetus 
can feel pain. That law, along with one that requires chemical abortions to be done with in-person medical 
supervision, are being challenged in court. A state judge temporarily blocked enforcement in October 2021 
while the challenges move through the courts. The state has asked the Montana Supreme Court to vacate 
that injunction and overturn a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion that found the state’s constitutional 
right to privacy guarantees a woman’s access to abortion care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The effect is unclear because of the unresolved legal challenges to the 
2021 state legislation. Montana does not have an abortion ban that was triggered when Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, but the Legislature could seek to further restrict access in the next session.

What’s next: The Montana Supreme Court will issue a decision on the preliminary injunction. The Mon-
tana Legislature also passed a referendum to ask voters this November whether they support a state 
law to require abortion providers to give lifesaving treatment to a fetus that is born alive after a botched 
abortion. Opponents argue federal law already offers those protections.

___
NEBRASKA
Political control: Nebraska has an officially nonpartisan legislature with a Republican majority, but not 

a super-majority that would let the party unilaterally pass an abortion ban. Democrats appear to have 
enough votes to block such a bill, but just one defector could swing the vote. Nebraska’s Republican gov-
ernor vehemently opposes abortion.

Background: Nebraska allows most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, although a few small 
towns have voted to outlaw the procedure within their borders. The state requires doctors to be physically 
present when patients take the first of two drugs that are used in medication abortions. Lawmakers have 
rejected attempts to allow abortion medications to be administered remotely, which would provide easier 
abortion access in rural areas.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ruling that lets states set their own abortion laws will trigger an im-
mediate push by Nebraska conservatives to ban the procedure, but it’s not clear whether they could do it 
this year. Unlike other conservative states, Nebraska doesn’t have a trigger law that automatically outlaws 
abortion. Gov. Pete Ricketts and other top Republicans have said they’ll seek a special legislative session, 
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but it’s not clear whether they have enough votes to pass anything.

What’s next: If Ricketts calls a special session, attention will likely shift to state Sen. Justin Wayne, an 
Omaha Democrat who has declined to specify where he stands on abortion. Wayne was notably absent 
from a vote on the issue this year; his support would give Republicans the super-majority they need to 
enact a ban. He has struck deals with senators from both parties in the past. If a proposed abortion ban 
fails during a special session or if no special session is called, the issue will likely become a factor in the 
November election.

___
NEVADA
Political control: Nevada’s governor and state attorney general are Democrats who are up for reelection 

this year. Democrats control the state Senate and Assembly.
Background: Nevada voters enshrined the right to abortion in the state constitution in 1990. The law says 

a pregnancy can be terminated during the first 24 weeks, and after that to preserve the life or health of 
the pregnant person. It would take another statewide vote to change or repeal the law. Most Republican 
candidates for Congress, governor, state attorney general and other statewide posts say they oppose 
abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “Here in Nevada, overturning Roe would not be felt immediately,” state 
Attorney General Aaron Ford said in a position paper released after the draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
became public. Ford noted that a federal ban on abortion would supersede state law and said it would be 
naive not to recognize that some people want to ban abortions or make them more difficult to obtain. But 
he said his office will fight “attacks on abortion rights, rights to birth control access and rights for LGTBQ 
people.” Gov. Steve Sisolak promised in a statement to “continue to protect reproductive freedom.”

What’s next: Anti-abortion advocates are not expected to focus on trying to repeal Nevada’s abortion law. 
But they will seek laws affecting waiting periods, mandatory counseling or requiring parental notification 
or consent. Melissa Clement, executive director of Nevada Right to Life, said she believes there is strong 
support for parental involvement.

___
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Political control: New Hampshire has a Republican governor and the GOP controls the 424-member 

Legislature. All face reelection this fall.
Background: Any abortion restrictions New Hampshire had on the books before Roe v. Wade were not 

enforced after the landmark 1973 ruling, and they were repealed altogether in 1997. The state had no 
restrictions until January, when a ban on abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy was enacted. In June, an 
exemption was added for cases in which the fetus has been diagnosed with “abnormalities incompatible 
with life.” Anticipating the Supreme Court action, Democrats this year tried unsuccessfully to enshrine 
abortion rights into state law and the state constitution. Gov. Chris Sununu calls himself pro-choice and 
says he is committed to upholding Roe v. Wade, but he also has boasted “I’ve done more on the pro-life 
issue than anyone.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in New Hampshire. The Legislature 
won’t return until fall, when there will be a one-day session to take up vetoed bills, and it would take a 
two-thirds majority vote to introduce new legislation then.

What’s next: The majority leader of the New Hampshire House has said the public should not expect 
Republicans in the Legislature to further tighten state abortion laws. But anti-abortion lawmakers who 
have filed bills in the past are expected to try again.

___
NEW JERSEY
Political control: Democrats control both houses of the state Legislature and the governorship. Gov. Phil 

Murphy started his second consecutive term this year.
Background: Murphy ran for reelection on the promise that he would sign legislation to enshrine abortion 

rights into state law, and he fulfilled that promise in January. The measure also guaranteed the right to 
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contraception and the right to carry a pregnancy to term. It stopped short of requiring insurance coverage 
for abortions, something advocates had sought. Instead, it authorizes the state Banking and Insurance 
Department to study the issue and possibly adopt regulations if a need is discovered. Under Murphy’s 
predecessor, Republican Chris Christie, state funds to women’s clinics, including Planned Parenthood, were 
slashed. Murphy restored those and has been a strong supporter of abortion rights. New Jersey doesn’t 
have any significant restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent or a mandatory waiting period.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Officials, including the governor, have said the end of Roe would not lead 
to any rollback of abortion services in the state. “Instead of hoping for the best, we prepared ourselves 
for the worst,” Murphy said in May, addressing reports of a leaked draft of a Supreme Court ruling

What’s next: Murphy has proposed a host of new abortion-related measures, but the Legislature has not 
taken them up yet. One aims to let a wider range of medical providers perform the most common type of 
abortion. Another would create a fund so advanced practice registered nurses, physician’s assistants and 
certified nurse midwives can provide abortion services. The source and amount of funding wasn’t defined. 
Another proposed measure would mandate that insurance providers cover abortions without cost-sharing 
or out-of-pocket expenses.

___
NEW MEXICO
Political control: The Democrats who control the New Mexico Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor. Several conservative Democratic state senators who voted against 
the repeal of the abortion ban in 2019 were ousted from office in 2020 by more socially progressive pri-
mary challengers.

Background: In 2021, state lawmakers repealed a dormant 1969 statute that outlawed most abortion 
procedures as felonies, thus ensuring access to abortion even after the federal court rolled back guaran-
tees. Albuquerque is home to one of only a few independent clinics in the country that perform abortions 
in the third trimester without conditions. An abortion clinic in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, is just a mile 
from the state line with Texas and caters to patients from El Paso, western Texas and Arizona.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change in New Mexico now that the high 
court has overturned Roe v. Wade. It is unclear if Democrats, who control the state Legislature, will pur-
sue additional guarantees to abortion access when lawmakers convene in January. Possible avenues of 
legislative reform include enshrining abortion rights in the state constitution, which requires approval by 
voters. Abortion rights activists say the state’s equal rights amendment could be harnessed to guide more 
public funding for abortion-related programs. Raúl Torrez, the district attorney in Albuquerque and the 
Democratic nominee for attorney general, is urging lawmakers to take further steps to protect access to 
abortions, including protections for women coming from other states. The state Republican Party said it’s 
time to elect more anti-abortion candidates to the Legislature.

What’s next: The state can expect to continue to see a steady influx of people seeking abortions from 
neighboring states with more restrictive abortion laws. It already hosts patients from Texas and Oklahoma 
where among the strictest abortion bans in the country were introduced this year.

___
NEW YORK
Political control: The Democrats who control the New York Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in New York state since a 1970 law was passed by the Republican-

controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. The law allows abortions within 
the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or to preserve the mother’s life. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act removed 
abortion from the state’s criminal code, codified Roe v. Wade and allowed abortions after 24 weeks if a 
fetus isn’t viable or to protect the mother’s life or health. Lawmakers have passed laws extending legal 
protections for people seeking and providing abortions in New York.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Roe v. Wade protections are enshrined in state law. New York is plan-
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ning to give abortion providers $35 million this year to expand services and boost security in anticipation 
of an influx of out-of-state people seeking abortions once any ruling comes down. It’s unclear how many 
more people from neighboring states could travel to New York to receive abortion care. New York had 252 
facilities providing abortions as of 2017, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization 
that supports abortion rights.

What’s next: Planned Parenthood and civil liberty groups are urging lawmakers to start the process of 
passing a constitutional amendment protecting access to abortion care in case a future Legislature repeals 
the state law.

___
NORTH CAROLINA
Political control: Republicans hold majorities in the state House and Senate, but the party lacks the 

margins to defeat a veto by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, a strong abortion-rights supporter. Since 2017, 
Cooper has vetoed a “born-alive” abortion measure and a bill prohibiting abortion based on race or a 
Down syndrome diagnosis. He can’t seek reelection in 2024 due to term limits.

Background: A 1973 North Carolina law that banned most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy is 
currently unenforceable after federal judges struck it down as unconstitutional in 2019 and 2021. Instead, 
abortions can be performed until fetal viability. A state law approved in 2015 provides for post-viability 
abortions only in a “medical emergency,” which means the woman would die or face a “serious risk” of 
substantial and irreversible physical impairment without the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 20-week ban could be 
restored. Legal experts say formal action would have to be taken to cancel the earlier court rulings striking 
it down. Republican legislative leaders late Friday asked state Attorney General Josh Stein, a Democrat 
and abortion rights supporter whose agency’s lawyers defended the 20-week law, to act. Otherwise, they 
said they would seek to intervene.

What’s next: Republican General Assembly leaders don’t plan to consider additional abortion restrictions 
during the soon-to-end legislative session, meaning a likely intensification of electoral efforts to gain the 
five additional seats the GOP needs to reach veto-proof margins come 2023. Cooper and other Democrats 
already are making abortion rights a key campaign pitch. Abortion politics are also expected to figure in 
two state Supreme Court seat elections in November. Republicans would gain a majority on the court if 
they win at least one of them.

___
NORTH DAKOTA
Political control: North Dakota has a legislature dominated by Republicans who want to ban abortion, 

and the GOP governor had hoped to see Roe v. Wade wiped off the books in favor of state’s rights.
Background: The state has passed some of the nation’s strictest abortion laws, including one that would 

have banned abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which can happen before a woman knows 
she is pregnant. The law never took effect because the state’s lone abortion clinic successfully challenged 
it in court. One failed Republican proposal would have charged abortion providers with murder with a 
maximum sentence of life in prison.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: North Dakota has a trigger law that will shut down the state’s sole 
abortion clinic in Fargo after 30 days. That 2007 state law makes it a felony to perform an abortion un-
less necessary to prevent the pregnant woman’s death or in cases of rape or incest. Violators could be 
punished with a five-year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine.

What’s next: The owner and operator of the Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo said she would explore 
all legal options to ensure abortion services are available in North Dakota. Should that fail, clinic leader 
Tammi Kromenaker plans to move across the river to Moorhead, Minnesota, where abortion has not been 
outlawed. Planned Parenthood says it can provide abortions in Moorhead until Kromenaker gets up and 
running.

___
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OHIO
Political control: The Ohio Legislature is controlled by Republicans who support restricting or banning 

abortions, and the Republican governor backs those efforts. He is up for reelection this year against a 
former mayor who supports abortion rights.

Background: Before Friday’s ruling, Ohio did not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy; 
after that they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or when their health is seriously compromised. But 
the state imposes a host of other restrictions, including parental consent for minors, a required ultrasound, 
and in-person counseling followed by a 24-hour waiting period. Abortions are prohibited for the reason of 
a fetal Down syndrome diagnosis. Ohio also limits the public funding of abortions to cases of rape, incest 
or endangerment of the patient’s life. It limits public employees’ abortion-related insurance coverage and 
coverage through health plans offered in the Affordable Care Act health exchange to those same scenarios. 
Clinics providing abortions must comply with a host of regulations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal heartbeat became 
the law in Ohio hours after the ruling. Enforcement of Ohio’s 2019 “heartbeat” ban had been on hold for 
nearly three years under a federal court injunction. The state attorney general, Republican Dave Yost, 
asked for that to be dissolved because of the high court’s ruling, and U.S. Judge Michael Barrett agreed 
hours later.

Two trigger bills are on hold in the Legislature, but a key legislative leader has said he anticipates need-
ing to write new legislation after the decision is reversed that more carefully reflects the actual ruling. 
That all but certainly would not happen until lawmakers return to the capital after the November election.

What’s next: Activists are considering how to help Ohioans get abortions elsewhere. They may also 
mount a statewide ballot initiative that would embed the right to an abortion in the state constitution, 
though that could not happen before next year. Abortion opponents are weighing strategies for imposing 
a statewide abortion ban.

___
OKLAHOMA
Political control: Republicans in Oklahoma have a supermajority in both chambers of the Legislature and 

a Republican governor up for reelection this year who has vowed to sign “every pro-life legislation that 
came across my desk.”

Background: Abortion services were halted in Oklahoma in May after Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a bill that 
prohibits all abortions with few exceptions. The ban is enforced by civil lawsuits rather than criminal pros-
ecution. Republican lawmakers have been pushing to restrict abortion in the state for decades, passing 
81 different restrictions since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It will have little practical effect given that abortions are no longer be-
ing provided in Oklahoma. Oklahoma also has a “trigger law” that outlawed abortion as soon as Roe was 
overturned.

What’s next: Given the fierce opposition to abortion from the governor and Legislature, Oklahoma will 
continue to prohibit the practice if states are given the option to do so. Meanwhile, abortion providers who 
had been operating in the state are taking steps to help patients seek abortions out of state, including 
coordinating funding for these women and developing a referral network of therapists to help address 
complications before or after a woman receives an abortion.

___
OREGON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Oregon Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: The Oregon Legislature passed a bill legalizing abortion in 1969. In 2017, Gov. Kate Brown 

signed into law a bill expanding health care coverage for reproductive services, including abortions, to 
thousands of Oregonians, regardless of income, citizenship status or gender identity. Oregon does not 
have any major abortion restrictions and it is legal at all stages of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The Guttmacher Institute has estimated that Oregon will experience a 
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234% increase in women seeking abortions arriving from out of state, especially from Idaho. In March, 
Oregon lawmakers approved $15 million to expand abortion availability and pay for abortions and support 
services such as travel and lodgings for residents and out-of-state patients.

What’s next: Brown said after the draft Supreme Court decision was leaked that access to abortion is a 
fundamental right and that she will fight to ensure access to abortion continues to be protected by state 
law in Oregon. Democratic state lawmakers recently formed the Reproductive Health and Access to Care 
Work Group of providers, clinics, community organizations and legislators that will make recommenda-
tions for the 2023 legislative session and beyond. Recommendations may include proposals to protect, 
strengthen, and expand equitable access to all forms of reproductive care.

___
PENNSYLVANIA
Political control: Republicans who control the Pennsylvania Legislature are hostile to abortion rights, but 

the state’s Democratic governor is a strong supporter and has vetoed three GOP-penned bills in five years 
that would have added restrictions beyond the state’s 24-week limit. The race for governor this year could 
tilt that balance.

Background: Abortion is legal in Pennsylvania under decades of state law, including a 1989 law that was 
challenged all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. That produced the landmark Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey ruling that affirmed the high court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion nationwide, 
but also allowed states to put certain limits on abortion access.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Gov. Tom Wolf has vowed to protect access to abortion for the remainder 
of his time in office, through January. Running to replace him is the state’s Democratic attorney general, 
Josh Shapiro, who supports abortion rights, and Republican state Sen. Doug Mastriano, who has said 
he supports banning abortion altogether, with no exceptions. The Legislature is expected to remain in 
Republican hands next year.

What’s next: Legislation to outlaw abortion after the detection of a fetal heartbeat — which can happen 
at six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant — has passed a House committee and is 
awaiting a floor vote. The state Supreme Court is considering a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood and 
other abortion providers aiming to overturn a 1982 law that bans the use of state dollars for abortion, 
except in cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. In response, Republican lawmakers are 
advancing a proposed amendment that would declare there is no constitutional right to an abortion in 
Pennsylvania or to public funding for an abortion.

___
RHODE ISLAND
Political control: The Democrats who control Rhode Island’s General Assembly support access to abor-

tion, as does the Democratic governor.
Background: Rhode Island’s governor signed legislation in 2019 to enshrine abortion protections in case 

the U.S. Supreme Court overturned its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade. The law says the state will not re-
strict the right to an abortion prior to fetal viability or after if necessary to protect the health or life of the 
pregnant woman. It repealed older laws deemed unconstitutional by the courts. The Rhode Island Supreme 
Court upheld the 2019 law in May, just two days after the Supreme Court draft opinion was leaked sug-
gesting that a majority of the justices were prepared to overturn Roe. Abortion opponents had argued 
the law violates the state constitution. In 2020, there were 2,611 abortions in Rhode Island, according to 
the state health department.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Rhode Island’s attorney general believes the 2019 Reproductive Privacy 
Act will continue to protect access to abortion. Planned Parenthood Votes! Rhode Island also said abortion 
will remain legal regardless of the decision because the right was codified in state law.

What’s next: It’s possible Rhode Island may need to act to protect abortion access for non-resident 
patients, but that cannot be debated in the legislature until next year’s legislative session. Lawmakers may 
consider requests for abortion coverage to be added to Rhode Island’s Medicaid program and insurance 
coverage for state employees.
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___
SOUTH CAROLINA
Political control: South Carolina has a Republican governor, and its General Assembly is dominated by the 

GOP. However, the party doesn’t quite have the two-thirds majority in either chamber needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles or a veto if a Democrat wins the 2022 gubernatorial election.

Background: In 2021, South Carolina passed the “Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” that 
requires doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect a fetal heartbeat if they think a pregnant woman is at 
least eight weeks along. If they find a heartbeat, they can only perform an abortion if the woman’s life is in 
danger, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law is currently tied up in a federal lawsuit.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that the U.S. Supreme Court has overturned Roe v. Wade, the 2021 
law likely will go into effect. South Carolina’s Fetal Heartbeat Law is currently blocked by an injunction, 
but when Roe was overturned the South Carolina attorney’s general office immediately moved to have 
that injunction lifted. A judge has not yet ruled, said Robert Kittle, a spokesman for Attorney General Alan 
Wilson.

What’s next: The South Carolina General Assembly’s regular session ended in May, but Republican 
leaders agreed they could return for a special session to take up more restrictive abortion bills if the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Some Republicans in the Legislature have opposed a complete 
abortion ban, especially without exceptions for victims of rape and incest.

___
SOUTH DAKOTA
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in both Statehouse chambers. Republican Gov. Kristi 

Noem is up for reelection this year and has been an ardent opponent of abortion rights.
Background: Under current law, South Dakota bans abortions after the 22nd week of pregnancy. The 

state has only one clinic that regularly provides abortions, a Planned Parenthood facility in Sioux Falls. 
The legislature has worked over the years to make it more difficult for women to get abortions, passing 
mandatory waiting periods and requiring them to review and sign paperwork that discourages them from 
ending their pregnancies.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: South Dakota has a trigger law that immediately banned abortions except 
if the life of the pregnant woman is at risk.

What’s next: Noem has said she planned to call a special session to craft laws for the new legal land-
scape if Roe v. Wade was overturned. She hasn’t commented on specific legislation, but lawmakers have 
floated proposals that would make it more difficult for women to seek an abortion out of state. However, 
South Dakota voters rejected outright bans in 2006 and 2008, and abortion rights advocates are preparing 
for a similar referendum on abortion access. An outright ban on abortions could eventually be challenged 
through a citizen-initiated ballot measure.

___
TENNESSEE
Political control: Tennessee has a Republican governor who is consistently vocal about his opposition to 

abortion. The GOP holds a supermajority in the state legislature and has steadily chipped away at abor-
tion access.

Background: In 2020, Tennessee passed a law banning most abortions when the fetal heartbeat can be 
detected at about six weeks, before many women know they’re pregnant. The measure has never been 
enforced because it was promptly blocked by a federal court. Tennessee voters approved an amendment 
in 2014 declaring that the state’s constitution doesn’t protect or secure the right to abortion or require the 
funding of an abortion, and empowering state lawmakers to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding 
abortion.” State law also doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine 
consultations. There are six abortion providers in Tennessee.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Thirty days after the decision, a so-called trigger law will go into effect 
that bans all abortions in Tennessee except when necessary to prevent death or “serious risk of substan-
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tial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors could be charged with a felony for 
providing an abortion under this law.

What’s next: It’s unclear if the trigger law conflicts with the 2020 law banning most abortions at about 
six weeks. The state’s attorney general, a Republican, has not publicly weighed in. Meanwhile, Republicans 
are expected to continue to have supermajority control after this year’s midterm elections. Reproductive 
rights activists say they will direct patients seeking abortion to clinics in Illinois if Roe v. Wade is overturned, 
or to Florida, which would ban abortions at 15 weeks. North Carolina and Virginia could also be options 
for women in eastern Tennessee.

___
TEXAS
Political control: The GOP has commanding majorities in the Texas Legislature and has controlled every 

statewide office for nearly 30 years. Republican Gov. Greg Abbott is up for reelection in November and 
is favored to win a third term.

Background: Texas has given the nation a preview of the landscape of abortion access without the protec-
tions enshrined in Roe v. Wade. A new Texas law banning most abortions after about six weeks — before 
many women know they are pregnant — took effect in September and makes no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. Because of how Republicans wrote the law, which is enforceable only through lawsuits 
filed by private citizens against doctors or anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion, Texas has es-
sentially outmaneuvered decades of Supreme Court precedent governing a women’s constitutional right 
to an abortion. State data shows the number of abortions performed in Texas’ roughly two dozen clinics 
fell by half in the five months after the law came into effect compared to the same period a year earlier.

Effect of the Supreme Court ruling: Texas had more than 40 abortion clinics in 2012 before a decade 
of Republicans chipping away at abortion access began forcing providers to close. Without Roe v. Wade, 
Texas plans to ban virtually all abortions 30 days after the Supreme Court issues its judgment in the case, 
which could take about a month. Abortions would only be allowed when the patient’s life is in danger or 
if they are at risk of “substantial impairment of a major bodily function.”

What’s next: Many Texas women have already traveled out of state for abortions since the law took 
effect, but they would likely have to travel much farther now that Roe is overturned as more states out-
law abortion. Some Republican lawmakers also want to punish companies that help their Texas-based 
employees get abortions elsewhere, although it’s unclear how much support that idea will have when the 
Legislature returns in 2023.

___
UTAH
Political control: Utah is deeply conservative and the Legislature is controlled by a Republican superma-

jority.
Background: The state has been restricting abortion for years, including a ban after 18 weeks passed in 

2019 that’s now blocked in court. The following year, lawmakers passed a “trigger law” that would outlaw 
nearly all abortions if Roe v. Wade was overturned.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The trigger law banning nearly all abortions became enforceable Friday 
evening, after the legislative general counsel certified the Supreme Court ruling to lawmakers. It does have 
narrow exceptions for rape and incest if those crimes are reported to law enforcement, and for serious 
risk to the life or health of the mother, as well as confirmed lethal birth defects.

What’s next: Utah law makes performing an abortion a felony punishable by up to 15 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. While it’s aimed primarily at providers, lawmakers have acknowledged that a woman 
who self-administers an abortion, including through medication, could potentially face charges.

___
VERMONT
Political control: The Vermont Legislature is controlled by Democrats, but Republican Gov. Phil Scott is 

a firm supporter of abortion rights.
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Background: Vermont has a 2019 law guaranteeing the right to an abortion and voters will consider a 

proposal in November to amend the state constitution to protect abortion rights. Also in 2019, the Ver-
mont Legislature began the process of amending the constitution to protect abortion rights, known as the 
Reproductive Liberty Amendment or Proposition 5. Vermont’s proposed amendment does not contain the 
word “abortion.” Proponents say that’s because it’s not meant to authorize only abortion but also would 
guarantee other reproductive rights such as the right to get pregnant or access birth control. Opponents 
say vague wording could have unintended consequences that could play out for years. Lawmakers ap-
proved the proposed amendment in February, leading the way for a statewide vote.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Vermont.
What’s next: Vermont voters will cast ballots in November to decide if the state will amend its constitu-

tion to protect abortion rights.
___
VIRGINIA
Political control: Virginia has a Republican governor who says he would support new state-level restric-

tions on abortion. Gov. Glenn Youngkin said Friday that he will seek legislation to ban most abortions after 
15 weeks. Youngkin told The Washington Post he has asked four antiabortion Republican lawmakers to 
draft the legislation. He told the Post that a cutoff at 20 weeks might be necessary to build consensus in 
the divided Virginia legislature, where Republicans control the House and Democrats control the Senate. 
Youngkin generally supports exceptions to abortion restrictions in cases of rape, incest or when the life 
of the mother is in danger.

Background: In recent years, when Democrats were in full control of state government, lawmakers rolled 
back abortion restrictions. They ended strict building code requirements on facilities where abortions are 
performed and did away with requirements that a patient seeking an abortion undergo a 24-hour waiting 
period and ultrasound. Advocates said the changes would make Virginia a haven for abortion access in 
the South. Republican victories in the November elections shook up the state’s political landscape, but 
Senate Democrats defeated several measures that would have limited abortion access during the 2022 
legislative session.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change to abortion laws in Virginia now that 
Roe v. Wade has been overturned. Some abortion providers expect to see an uptick in patients seeking 
care in Virginia from neighboring states with “trigger laws” that would ban abortion.

What’s next: The future of abortion access is Virginia is murky. Senate Democrats say they intend to 
continue blocking attempts to roll back abortion access, though they control the chamber by the narrow-
est possible margin and have one caucus member who personally opposes abortion and says he is open 
to new restrictions. Republicans also have a narrow hold on the House, with several moderate members. 
Every seat in the General Assembly will be on the ballot in 2023.

___
WASHINGTON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Washington Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. An-

other ballot measure approved by voters in 1991 declared a woman’s right to choose physician-performed 
abortion prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe 
v. Wade was overturned. And in 2018, the Legislature passed a measure that would require Washington 
insurers offering maternity care to also cover elective abortions and contraception. Earlier this year, Gov. 
Jay Inslee signed a measure that grants specific statutory authorization for physician assistants, advanced 
registered nurse practitioners and other providers acting within their scope of practice to perform abortions. 
Supporters say the move is designed to help meet the demand from the potential influx of out-of-state 
patients. That same measure also prohibits legal action by Washington state against people seeking an 
abortion and those who aid them.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state “will use every available tool to protect and preserve Washing-
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tonians’ fundamental right to choose, and protect the rights of anyone who wants to come here to access 
reproductive health care,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a Democrat. Data from the Washington 
state Department of Health from 2020 shows that of the 16,909 abortions performed in the state that 
year, 852 involved non-residents. The majority of those people came from neighboring states such as 
Idaho and Oregon.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more non-resident patients will potentially seek care in 
Washington now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, but the increase will likely be in the thousands, 
said Jennifer Allen, CEO of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The state has more than 30 in-person 
abortion clinics, though the vast majority are in western Washington along the Interstate 5 corridor.

___
WEST VIRGINIA
Political control: West Virginia has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict 

access to abortions. Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, opposes abortion access and has signed two anti-
abortion laws since taking office in 2017.

Background: West Virginia currently bans abortion after the 20th week of pregnancy unless a patient’s 
life is in danger, or they face “substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function.” 
Patients seeking abortions must wait 24 hours after undergoing legislatively mandated counseling designed 
to discourage abortions. A minor who wants an abortion must obtain parental permission. The use of 
telemedicine to administer a medication abortion is outlawed. The state also bars patients from getting 
abortions because they believe their child will be born with a disability. The House of Delegates this year 
passed a 15-week abortion ban, but it died in the Senate.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It’s unclear what the effect the ruling will have on abortion access in 
West Virginia. The state has had a law banning abortion on the books since 1848; Under that law, provid-
ers who perform abortions can face felony charges and three to 10 years in prison, unless the abortion is 
conducted to save a patient’s life. In 2018, West Virginia voters approved a constitutional amendment to 
declare patients do not have the right to abortion and banning state funding for abortions.

What’s next: West Virginia lawmakers could introduce new legislation restricting abortion access when 
they return to the Capitol in January, but they could return sooner if called into a special session. West 
Virginia only has one clinic that performs abortions. Women’s Health Center of West Virginia Executive 
Director Katie Quinonez said if abortion access is outlawed, the clinic will continue to provide reproductive 
care, such as birth control and STI diagnosis and treatment. She said the clinic will help women travel to 
other states for abortions through its abortion fund.

___
WISCONSIN
Political control: Wisconsin has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Wisconsin has allowed most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy to save the health 

or life of the mother. A woman seeking an abortion must meet with a counselor and doctor before ob-
taining an abortion and wait at least 24 hours before having it done. Anyone under age 18 must have an 
adult relative over age 25 with them to obtain an abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, it is presumed that a state 
law passed in 1849 making an abortion a felony offense could go into effect, and doctors have halted 
procedures. However, Wisconsin’s Democratic attorney general argues that the law is so old that it’s unen-
forceable. The language allows a woman to legally destroy her own fetus or embryo and grants immunity 
if an abortion is needed to save a woman’s life and is performed at a hospital. Another state law, passed 
in 1985, prohibits abortions performed after a fetus reaches viability -- when it could survive outside the 
womb -- conflicting with the 1849 ban.

What’s next: Republican lawmakers are expected to attempt to clarify the 1849 law to ensure there is 
a ban in place, even as that issue is fought in the courts. However, lawmakers’ efforts would be stymied 
if Democratic Gov. Tony Evers wins reelection. Wisconsin’s Republican Assembly Speaker Robin Vos has 
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said he supports an exception in cases of rape and that a ruling on Roe could force lawmakers to consider 
other related reproductive issues such as contraception. Other Republicans will push for more restrictive 
abortion laws.

___
WYOMING
Political control: Wyoming has one of the most Republican legislatures in the U.S. and a long tradition of 

libertarian-type if not always social or religious conservatism. That may be changing. In March, Republican 
Gov. Mark Gordon signed into law a bill that would ban abortion in nearly all instances should the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade.

Background: Current Wyoming law allows abortions up to when a fetus might be able to survive on its 
own outside its mother’s body. The law does not specify when that happens, but it is generally considered 
to be at around 23 weeks into pregnancy. Wyoming currently doesn’t allow abortions after then except to 
protect the mother from substantial risk to her life or health. Wyoming Republicans have traditionally taken 
a hands-off approach to abortion but have proven more willing to limit the practice lately. The number of 
Democrats in the Legislature has dwindled from 26 in 2010 to just nine out of 90 total seats now. A 2021 
law requires physicians to provide lifesaving care to any aborted fetus born alive.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The new state law that bans abortion only provides exceptions in cases 
of rape or incest or to protect the mother’s life or health, not including psychological conditions. Though 
Wyoming has no abortion clinics, abortions still occur. Ninety-eight took place in Wyoming in 2021, ac-
cording to state officials.

What’s next: A planned women’s health clinic in Casper that would have been the only one offering 
abortions in the state was on track to open in mid-June but an arson fire May 25 delayed those plans by 
around six months. Clinic founder Julie Burkhart said Friday that, despite the ruling, she still plans to open 
the clinic and will continue to seek legal means to keep abortion legal in Wyoming. Police continue to look 
for a suspect in the arson investigation, and have offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to an 
arrest.

Walz signs order to help shield abortion patients, providers
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz has signed an executive order meant to protect the 

state’s abortion services from laws in neighboring states, following the U.S. Supreme Court decision end-
ing constitutional protections for the procedure.

Walz said his action should help shield people seeking or providing abortions in Minnesota from facing 
legal consequences in other states. The Supreme Court’s opinion to reverse Roe v. Wade immediately 
halted most abortions in South Dakota and Wisconsin and enacted a trigger law to end abortions in North 
Dakota after 30 days.

Abortion remains legal in Minnesota. Walz has vowed to reject requests to extradite individuals who are 
accused of committing acts related to reproductive health care that are not criminal offenses in Minnesota.

“My office has been and will continue to be a firewall against legislation that would reverse reproductive 
freedom,” Walz said.

The Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo, which is North Dakota’s sole abortion provider, plans to move 
across the river to Minnesota, clinic owner Tammi Kromenaker said Saturday. She said she has secured a 
location in Moorhead but gave no further details.

Survivors recount Mali’s deadliest attack since coup
By BABA AHMED Associated Press
BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — Moussa Tolofidie didn’t think twice when nearly 100 jihadis on motorbikes gathered 

in his village in central Mali last week.
A peace agreement signed last year between some armed groups and the community in the Bankass 

area had largely held, even if the gunmen would sometimes enter the town to preach Shariah to the vil-
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lagers. But on this Sunday in June, everything changed — the jihadis began killing people.

“They started with an old man about 100 years old ... then the sounds of the weapons began to intensify 
around me and then at one moment I heard a bullet whistling behind my ear. I felt the earth spinning, 
I lost consciousness and fell to the ground,” Tolofidie, a 28-year-old farmer told The Associated Press by 
phone Friday in Mopti town, where he was receiving medical care.

“When I woke up it was dark, around midnight. There were bodies of other people on top of me. I 
smelled blood and smelled burnt things and heard the sounds of some people still moaning,” he said.

At least 132 people were killed in several villages in the Bankass area of central Mali during two days of 
attacks last weekend, according to the government, which blames the Group to Support Islam and Muslims 
jihadi rebels linked to al-Qaida.

The attack — the deadliest since mutinous soldiers toppled President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita nearly two 
years ago — shows that Islamic extremist violence is spreading from Mali’s north to more central areas, 
analysts have said.

The conflict-riddled country has been battling extremist violence for a decade since jihadis seized control 
of key northern cities in 2012 and tried to take over the capital. They were pushed back by a French-led 
military operation the following year but have since regained ground.

The Associated Press spoke to several survivors on Friday who had sought treatment at a hospital in 
Mopti and were from the villages of Diallassagou, Dianweli and Dessagou. People described hearing gunfire 
and jihadis shouting, “Allahu akbar”, Arabic for “God is great,” as they ran into the forest to save their lives.

Mali’s government blamed the attacks on the Group to Support Islam and Muslims, or JNIM, which is 
backed by al-Qaida, although the group denied responsibility in a statement on Friday.

The United States and France condemned the attacks and the United Nations peacekeeping mission in 
Mali (MINUSMA) issued a statement on Twitter saying the violence has caused casualties and displaced 
the population.

Conflict analysts say the fact that the attacks happened in an area where local peace agreements were 
signed could signify the end of the fragile accords.

“The resurgence of tension is perhaps linked to the expiration of these local agreements but also can 
be linked to the intensification of military operations by the defense forces,” said Baba Dakono, director 
of the Citizen Observatory on Governance and Security, a local civil society group.

Ene Damango, a mechanic from Dialassagou, fled his village when the shooting started, but he said his 
uncle was shot in the leg and severely wounded.

“When I returned to the village. I discovered the carnage.”

As summit host, Spain urges NATO to watch its southern flank
By JOSEPH WILSON Associated Press
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — While Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is certain to dominate an upcoming NATO 

summit in Madrid, Spain and other member nations are quietly pushing the Western alliance to consider 
how mercenaries aligned with Russian President Vladimir Putin are spreading Moscow’s influence to Africa.

As the host of the summit taking place from Tuesday to Thursday, Spain wants to emphasize its proximity 
to Africa as it lobbies for a greater focus on Europe’s southern flank in a new document outlining NATO’s 
vision of its security challenges and tasks.

The Strategic Concept is NATO’s most important working document after the North Atlantic Treaty of 
1949, which contained the key provision holding that an attack on one member is viewed as an attack 
upon all. The security assessment is updated roughly every decade to reset the West’s security agenda.

The current version, approved in Lisbon in 2010, stated the risk of a conventional war on NATO territory 
was “low.” It did not explicitly mention concerns about instability in Africa. At the time, the alliance viewed 
apathy as its biggest military threat; U.S. complaints that some European members were not paying their 
due featured heavily in summit talks.

Fast forward a dozen years, and the view looks very different from NATO headquarters in Brussels. After 
Russia brought war close to NATO’s eastern borders, the alliance has worked to provide Ukraine with an 
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assortment of more powerful weapons and to avoid the very real risk of getting drawn into the fighting.

But there appears to be a consensus among NATO members heading into the Madrid summit that while 
Russia remains concern No. 1, the alliance must continue to widen its view globally. Spain’s position for 
an increased focus on “the South” is shared by Britain, France and Italy.

In their view, the security challenges in Africa arise from a Putin apparently dead-set on restoring the 
imperial glories of Russia as well as from an expansive China. Russia has gained traction thanks to the 
presence of its mercenaries in the Sahel region, a semiarid expanse stretching from Senegal to Sudan 
that suffers from political strife, terrorism and drought.

“Each time I meet with NATO ministers, the support of the allies is total due to the instability that we 
see on the alliance’s southern frontier and especially the situation in the Sahel region right now,” Spanish 
Foreign Minister José Albares said.

The Kremlin denies links to the Wagner Group, a mercenary force with an increasing presence in central 
and North Africa and the Middle East. The private military company, which has also participated in the war 
in Ukraine, has developed footholds in Libya, Mali, Sudan and Central African Republic.

In Mali, Wagner soldiers are filling a void created by the exit of former colonial power France. In Sudan, 
Russia’s offer of an economic alliance earned it the promise of a naval base on the Red Sea. In Central 
African Republic, Wagner fighters protect the country’s gold and diamond mines. In return, Putin gets 
diplomatic allies and resources.

French President Emmanuel Macron has long called for a “greater involvement” from NATO in the Sahel 
region. Now that Wagner has moved into Mali, French authorities underlined that Wagner mercenaries 
were accused of human right abuses in the Central African Republic, Libya and Syria.

Former NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana said that Russia’s brutal military campaign in support of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad during his country’s long civil war left it emboldened.

“Syria gave (the Russians) the sentiment that they could be more active in that part of the world,” Solana 
told The Associated Press. “They have very good relations with Algeria and they have (...) the Wagner 
type of people in the Sahel, which is delicate.”

With the Sahel, Morocco and Algeria at risk of worsening instability, “the southern part of NATO, for 
Portugal, Spain, Greece, etc., they would like to have an eye open to that part of the world,” he said.

Italy is another NATO member attuned to the political climate across the Mediterranean Sea. The country 
NATO’s Joint Force Command base in Naples, which in 2017 opened a south hub focusing specifically on 
terrorism, radicalization, migration and other security issues emanating from North Africa and the Middle 
East.

The Italian ambassador to NATO, Francesco Maria Talo, said in a May interview with Italian news agency 
ANSA that humanitarian crises in Africa must concern all NATO allies.

“Near us there’s Africa, with a billion inhabitants at risk of poverty, aggravated by food insecurity, ter-
rorism and climate change, all factors that combine to create insecurity,” Talo said. “And Russia is present 
there, too.”

The importance of the other side of the Mediterranean became painfully evident to Spain over the past 
year due to a series of diplomatic crises involving Morocco and Algeria and their rivalry over the fate of 
Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony.

Amid the disputes, reduced border security allowed migrants to enter Spanish territory, and there were 
perceived threats to energy supplies. Analysts consider both to be tactics of “hybrid warfare” when gov-
ernments use them against other countries.

Speaking in Madrid last month, British Defense Minister Ben Wallace noted the problems caused last 
year when Belarus, a Putin ally, allegedly encouraged migrants to cross its borders into Poland and other 
neighboring countries.

“If the likes of Wagner get the control they have or they’d like to have in places like Libya or indeed what 
we see they’re already doing in Mali, do not think that Spain will be untouched by that,” Wallace said.

NATO is also expected to include in the new Strategic Document a reference to China’s growing mili-
tary reach both in and beyond the Pacific theater. Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said last month in 
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Madrid that “China has joined Russia in openly contesting the right of each and every country to choose 
his own path.”

In May, U.S. Army Gen. Stephen J. Townsend, commander of U.S. Africa Command, warned that China 
was trying to build a military naval base on Africa’s Atlantic coast. He said that China “has most traction” 
toward establishing the base in Equatorial Guinea, a tiny oil-rich dictatorship that was once Spain’s only 
sub-Saharan African colony.

China only operates one acknowledged foreign military base, located in Djibouti in East Africa, But 
many believe that its People’s Liberation Army is busy establishing an overseas military network, even if 
it doesn’t use the term “base.”

NATO has invited the leaders of Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand to the summit to dem-
onstrate its interest in the Asian-Pacific.

The foreign minister of Mauritania, a former French colony in West Africa, is also invited to attend a 
working dinner of fellow foreign ministers at the NATO summit. NATO said the country, which borders 
Western Sahara, Algeria, Mali and Senegal, was “closely associated with the preparatory work” for the 
new Strategic Concept.

Biden: G-7 to ban Russian gold in response to Ukraine war
By ZEKE MILLER, DARLENE SUPERVILLE and GEIR MOULSON Associated Press
ELMAU, Germany (AP) — President Joe Biden said Sunday that the United States and other Group of 

Seven leading economies will ban imports of gold from Russia, the latest in a series of sanctions that the 
club of democracies hopes will further isolate Russia economically over its invasion of Ukraine.

A formal announcement was expected Tuesday as the leaders hold their annual summit.
Biden and his counterparts will huddle on the summit’s opening day Sunday to discuss how to secure 

energy supplies and tackle inflation, aiming to keep the fallout from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine from 
splintering the global coalition working to punish Moscow.

Hours before the summit was to formally open, Russia launched missile strikes against the Ukrainian 
capital Sunday, striking at least two residential buildings, Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said. They were the 
first such strikes by Russia in three weeks.

Senior Biden administration officials said gold is Moscow’s second largest export after energy, and that 
banning imports would make it more difficult for Russia to participate in global markets. The officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity to discuss details before the announcement.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said the ban on Russian gold will “directly hit Russian oligarchs and 
strike at the heart of Putin’s war machine,” a reference to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

“Putin is squandering his dwindling resources on this pointless and barbaric war. He is bankrolling his 
ego at the expense of both the Ukrainian and Russian people,” Johnson said. “We need to starve the 
Putin regime of its funding.”

In recent years, gold has been the top Russian export after energy — reaching almost $19 billion or 
about 5% of global gold exports, in 2020, according to the White House.

Of Russian gold exports, 90% was consigned to G-7 countries. Of these Russian exports, over 90%, or 
nearly $17 billion, was exported to the UK. The United States imported less than $200 million in gold from 
Russia in 2019, and under $1 million in 2020 and 2021.

Biden arrived in Germany’s picturesque Bavarian alps early Sunday to join his counterparts for the an-
nual meeting of the world’s leading democratic economies. Reverberations from the brutal war in Ukraine 
will be front and center of their discussions. Biden and the allies aim to present a united front in support 
of Ukraine as the conflict enters its fourth month.

Unity was the message Biden took into a pre-summit sit-down with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who 
holds the G-7’s rotating presidency and is hosting the gathering.

“We’ve got to make sure we have us all staying together. You know, we’re gonna continue working on 
economic challenges that we face but I think we get through all this,” Biden said.



Sunday, June 26, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 354 ~ 66 of 95

Groton Daily Independent
Scholz replied that the “good message” is that “we all made it to stay united, which Putin never expected,” 

a reference to Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“We have to stay together, because Putin has been counting on, from the beginning, that somehow 

NATO and the G7 would splinter, but we haven’t and we’re not going to,” Biden said. “We can’t let this 
aggression take the form it has and get away with it.”

Biden and the leaders of Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan, plus the European Union, 
were spending Sunday in both formal and informal settings, including working sessions on dealing with 
the war’s effects on the global economy, including inflation, and on infrastructure.

Among the issues to be discussed are price caps on energy, which are meant to limit Russian oil and 
gas profits that Moscow can put to use in its war effort. The idea has been championed by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen.

A senior German official, speaking on condition of anonymity consistent with department rules, said the 
U.S. idea of price caps was being discussed intensely, in terms of how it would work and how it would fit 
with the U.S., EU, British, Canadian and Japanese sanctions regimes.

Officials were also set to discuss how to maintain commitments to addressing climate change while also 
solving critical energy supply needs as a result of the war.

“There’s no watering down of climate commitments,” John Kirby, a spokesman for Biden’s National Se-
curity Council, said Saturday as the president flew to Germany.

Biden is also set Sunday to formally launch a global infrastructure partnership designed to counter China’s 
influence in the developing world. He had named it “Build Back Better World” and introduced the program 
at last year’s G-7 summit.

Kirby said Biden and other leaders would announce the first projects to benefit from what the U.S. sees 
as an “alternative to infrastructure models that sell debt traps to low- and middle-income partner countries, 
and advance U.S. economic competitiveness and our national security.”

After the G-7 wraps up on Tuesday, Biden will travel to Madrid for a summit of the leaders of the 30 
members of NATO to align strategy on the war in Ukraine.

Russia strikes Kyiv as troops consolidate gains in the east
By OLEKSANDR STASHEVSKYI Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russia attacked the Ukrainian capital in the early hours of Sunday morning, striking 

at least two residential buildings, Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said, as elsewhere Russian troops consolidated 
their gains in the east.

Associated Press journalists in Kyiv saw rescue services battling flames and rescuing civilians. Klitschko 
said four people were hospitalized with injuries and a 7-year-old girl was pulled alive from the rubble. 
Culture minister Oleksandr Tkachenko said on Telegram that a kindergarten was hit in the attacks.

Ukraine Member of Parliament Oleksiy Goncharenko wrote on the Telegram messaging app that “ac-
cording to prelim data 14 missiles were launched against Kyiv region and Kyiv.” Air Force spokesman Yuriy 
Ignat said the missiles were Kh-101 air-launched cruise missiles fired from planes over the Caspian Sea.

Before Sunday’s early morning attack, Kyiv had not faced any such Russian airstrikes since June 5.
Klitschko told journalists that he believed “it is maybe a symbolic attack” ahead of this week’s NATO 

summit in Madrid.
Two more explosions were later heard in Kyiv, but their cause and possible casualties were not imme-

diately clear.
Meanwhile, Russian forces have been seeking to swallow up the last remaining Ukrainian stronghold in 

the eastern Luhansk region, pressing their momentum after taking full control Saturday of the charred 
ruins of Sievierodonetsk and the chemical plant where hundreds of Ukrainian troops and civilians had 
been holed up.

Serhiy Haidai, governor of the Luhansk region that includes Sievierodonetsk, said Sunday that Russia 
was conducting intense airstrikes on the adjacent city of Lysychansk, destroying its television tower and 
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seriously damaging a road bridge.

“There’s very much destruction — Lysychansk is almost unrecognizable,” he wrote on Facebook.
Also Sunday, U.S. President Joe Biden said the United States and other Group of Seven leading economies 

intend to announce a ban on imports of gold from Russia. They hope that measure will further isolate 
Russia economically over its invasion of Ukraine.

Senior Biden administration officials said gold is Moscow’s second largest export after energy, and that 
banning imports would make it more difficult for Russia to participate in global markets.

Biden’s Twitter feed said Russia “rakes in tens of billions of dollars” from the sale of its gold, its second 
largest export after energy.

On Saturday, Russia also launched dozens of missiles on several areas across the country far from the 
heart of the eastern battles. Some of the missiles were fired from Russian long-range Tu-22 bombers 
deployed from Belarus for the first time, Ukraine’s air command said.

The bombardment preceded a meeting between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko, during which Putin announced that Russia planned to supply Belarus with 
the Iskander-M missile system.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said late Saturday that Russian and Moscow-
backed separatist forces now control Sievierodonetsk and the villages surrounding it. He said the attempt 
by Ukrainian forces to turn the Azot plant into a “stubborn center of resistance” had been thwarted.

Haidai confirmed Saturday that Sievierodonetsk had fallen to Russian and separatist fighters, who he 
said were now trying to blockade Lysychansk from the south.

Russia’s Interfax news agency quoted a spokesman for the separatist forces, Andrei Marochko, as saying 
Russian troops and separatist fighters had entered Lysychansk and that fighting was taking place in the 
heart of the city. There was no immediate comment on the claim from the Ukrainian side.

Lysychansk and Sievierodonetsk have been the focal point of a Russian offensive aimed at capturing all 
of the Donbas and destroying the Ukrainian military defending it — the most capable and battle-hardened 
segment of the country’s armed forces.

Capturing Lysychansk would give Russian forces control of every major settlement in the province, a 
significant step toward Russia’s aim of capturing the entire Donbas. The Russians and separatists control 
about half of Donetsk, the second province in the Donbas.

Carpe diem: In Ukraine, war turning love into marriages
By HANNA ARHIROVA Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — When the couple awoke to the rumble of war on Feb. 24, they’d been dating for 

just over a year. Russia was invading and Ihor Zakvatskyi knew there was no more time to lose.
He fished out the engagement ring he’d bought but, until then, not yet been ready to give to Kateryna 

Lytvynenko and proposed. If death do us part, he figured, then let it be as husband and wife.
“I did not want to waste a single minute without Katya knowing that I wanted to spend my life with 

her,” Zakvatskyi, 24, said as he and his 25-year-old bride exchanged vows and wedding rings this month 
in the capital, Kyiv.

The newlyweds joined a growing army of Ukrainian couples who are speedily turning love into matrimony 
because of the war. Some are soldiers, marrying just before they head off to fight. Others are simply 
united in determination that living and loving to the full are more important than ever in the face of so 
much death and destruction.

Ukraine’s wartime martial laws include a provision allowing Ukrainians, both soldiers and civilians, to 
apply and marry on the same day. In Kyiv alone, more than 4,000 couples have jumped at the expedited 
opportunity . Before the war, a one-month wait was the norm.

After a three-month interruption in normal service, Kyiv’s Central Civil Registry Office is fully open again 
and working almost at a prewar pace. Since Russia withdrew its badly bloodied invasion forces from 
around Kyiv in April, redirecting them to front lines east and south, many people who’d fled the fighting 
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have returned. Weddings have increased accordingly.

The returnees include Daria Ponomarenko, 22, who fled to Poland. Her boyfriend, Yevhen Nalyvaiko, 23, 
had to stay, because of rules preventing men aged 18 to 60 from leaving the country.

Reunited, they quickly wed — because “we don’t know what will happen tomorrow,” she said.
Jealously guarding their intimacy after their painful months apart, it was just the two of them, without 

friends and family. Rather than a puffy bridal gown, she wore a Ukrainian embroidered shirt, the traditional 
Vyshyvanka chosen now by many brides to stress their Ukrainian identity.

In peacetime, they would have opted for a traditional wedding with many guests. But that seemed 
frivolous in war.

“Everything is perceived more sharply, people become real during such events,” he said.
Anna Karpenko, 30, refused to let the invasion crimp her wedding — she arrived in a white limousine.
“Life must go on,” she said. She and her new husband dated for seven years, often talking about mar-

riage, before the war turned the plan into action.
Pavlo and Oksana Savryha already had 18 years of civil marriage under their belts before the invasion 

prompted them to renew their vows — this time in a small 12th-century church in the war-damaged 
northern city of Chernihiv.

“Our souls told us to do so. Before the invasion, we were constantly running somewhere, in a hurry, and 
the war forced us to stop and not postpone the important decisions until tomorrow,” Pavlo said.

With Oksana sheltering in the basement of their home, her husband took up arms, joining a territorial 
defense force, when Russian forces surrounded and bombarded Chernihiv in the initial failed stage of the 
invasion.

He subsequently joined the regular army. They celebrated their love in church this month.
The next day, he was sent to the front.

A ‘sucker punch’: Some women fear setback to hard-won rights
By JOCELYN NOVECK AP National Writer
At 88, Gloria Steinem has long been the nation’s most visible feminist and advocate for women’s rights. 

But at 22, she was a frightened American in London getting an illegal abortion of a pregnancy so unwanted, 
she actually tried to throw herself down the stairs to end it.

Her response to the Supreme Court’s decision overruling Roe v. Wade is succinct: “Obviously,” she wrote 
in an email message, “without the right of women and men to make decisions about our own bodies, 
there is no democracy.”

Steinem’s blunt remark cuts to the heart of the despair some opponents are feeling about Friday’s 
historic rollback of the 1973 case legalizing abortion. If a right so central to the overall fight for women’s 
equality can be revoked, they ask, what does it mean for the progress women have made in public life in 
the intervening 50 years?

“One of the things that I keep hearing from women is, ‘My daughter’s going to have fewer rights than I 
did. And how can that be?’” says Debbie Walsh, of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers 
University. “If this goes, what else can go? It makes everything feel precarious.”

Reproductive freedom was not the only demand of second-wave feminism, as the women’s movement 
of the ‘60s and ‘70s is known, but it was surely one of the most galvanizing issues, along with workplace 
equality.

The women who fought for those rights recall an astonishing decade of progress from about 1963 to 1973 
including the right to equal pay, the right to use birth control, and Title IX in 1972 which bans discrimina-
tion in education. Capping it off was Roe v. Wade a year later, granting a constitutional right to abortion.

Many of the women who identified as feminists at the time had an illegal abortion or knew someone who 
did. Steinem, in fact, credits a “speak-out” meeting she attended on abortion in her 30s as the moment 
she pivoted from journalism to activism — and finally felt enabled to speak about her own secret abortion.

“Abortion is so tied to the women’s movement in this country,” says Carole Joffe, a sociologist at the 
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University of California, San Francisco medical school who studies and teaches the history of abortion. 
“Along with improved birth control, what legal abortion meant was that women who were heterosexually 
active could still take part in public life. It enabled the huge change we’ve seen in women’s status over 
the last 50 years.” Joffe says many women, like her, now feel that the right to contraception could be at 
risk — something she calls “unthinkable.”

One of them is Heather Booth. When she was 20 and a student in Chicago, a male friend asked if she 
could help his sister obtain an abortion. It was 1965, and through contacts in the civil rights movement, she 
found a way to connect the young woman, nearly suicidal at the prospect of being pregnant, to a doctor 
willing to help. She thought it would be a one-off, but Booth ended up co-founding the Jane Collective, an 
underground group of women who provided safe abortions to those in need. In all, the group performed 
some 11,000 abortions over about seven years — a story recounted in the new documentary “The Janes.”

Booth, now 76, sees the Roe v. Wade upheaval as a chilling challenge to the triumphs of the women’s 
movement.

“I think we are on a knife’s edge,” she says. “On the one hand, there’s been 50 years of a change in 
women’s condition in this society,” she adds, recalling that when she was growing up, women could only 
respond to employment ads in the “women’s section,” to list just one example.

“So there’s been an advance toward greater equality, but … if you ask about where we stand, I think 
we are on a knife’s edge in a contest really between democracy and freedom, and tyranny, a dismantling 
of freedoms that have been long fought for.”

Of course, not every woman feels that abortion is a right worth preserving.
Linda Sloan, who has volunteered the last five years, along with her husband, for the anti-abortion or-

ganization A Moment of Hope in Columbia, South Carolina, says she values women’s rights.
“I strongly believe and support women being treated as equals to men … (in) job opportunities, salary, 

respect, and many other areas,” she says. She says she has tried to instill those values in her two daugh-
ters and two sons, and upholds them with her work at two women’s shelters, trying to empower women 
to make the right choices.

But when it comes to Roe v. Wade, she says, “I believe that the rights of the child in the mother’s womb 
are equally important. To quote Psalm 139, I believe that God ‘formed my inner parts’ and ‘knitted me 
together in my mother’s womb.’”

Elizabeth Kilmartin, like Sloan, volunteers at A Moment of Hope and is deeply pleased by the court’s 
decision.

In her younger years she considered herself a feminist and studied women’s history in college. Then, 
over the years she came to deeply oppose abortion, and no longer considers herself a feminist because 
she believes the word has been co-opted by those on the left. “No women’s rights have been harmed in 
the decision to stop killing babies in the womb,” Kilmartin says. “We have all kinds of women in power. 
Women aren’t being oppressed in the workplace anymore. We have a woman vice president ... It’s just 
ridiculous to think that we’re so oppressed.”

Cheryl Lambert falls squarely in the opposing camp. The former Wall Street executive, now 65, immedi-
ately thought back to the gains she made earlier in her banking career, becoming the first woman to be 
named an officer at the institution she worked for. She calls the court decision “a sucker punch.”

“My thought was, what era are we living in?” Lambert says. “We are moving backwards. I’m just furious 
on behalf of our children and our grandchildren.”

Lambert herself needed an abortion as a young mother when the fetus was found to carry a genetic 
disease. “I thought it would get easier, not harder, to have an abortion in this country,” she says.

Now, she and many other women fear a return to dangerous, illegal abortions of the past — and a 
disproportionate impact on women without the means to travel to abortion-friendly states. Still, many are 
trying to see a positive side: that as bleak as the moment may seem, change could come via new energy 
at the ballot box.

“We’re in it for the long haul,” says Carol Tracy, of the Women’s Law Project in Philadelphia.
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Steinem, too, issued a note of resolve.
“Women have always taken power over our own bodies, and we will keep right on,” she wrote in her 

email message. “An unjust court can’t stop abortion, but it guarantees civil disobedience and disrespect 
for the court.”

EXPLAINER: Why Germany is pushing for a ‘climate club’
By FRANK JORDANS Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — Germany is hosting this year’s meeting of leaders from the Group of Seven leading 

economies in the Bavarian resort of Elmau. Before the invasion of Ukraine by Russia triggered a cascade 
of crises over food, energy and international security, the main focus of the meeting was meant to be on 
climate change.

The German government under Chancellor Olaf Scholz still plans to get the G-7 to commit to collective 
progress on curbing global warming, and one of the ideas being discussed is the creation of a ‘climate 
club’ for countries that want to speed ahead when it comes to tackling the issue.

WHAT IS A CLIMATE CLUB?
The idea was first floated by Yale economist and Nobel Prize winner William Nordhaus, who said the 

voluntary nature of existing climate agreements hasn’t resulted in sufficient progress.
He proposed that countries which were serious about reducing their emissions could come together and 

form a club which would jointly set ambitious targets and exempt each other from climate-related trade 
tariffs that non-members would be subject to.

“This would basically act as a stick as well as a carrot,” said Domien Vangenechten, a policy adviser at 
the Brussels-based environmental think tank E3G.

WHO MIGHT JOIN?
Germany’s Scholz hopes to get the whole G-7 behind the idea. France and Italy are virtually given, since 

both countries are also members of the European Union that is itself a club with strong climate targets. 
Canada is keen to finalize a long-discussed trade agreement with the EU and membership of the climate 
club could help.

Britain left the EU in 2020 and is skeptical about joining any arrangement with the bloc. But a club that 
includes members beyond the EU would likely be acceptable to London, especially if the United States is in.

Washington has always had a problem entering into binding agreements on climate change, particularly 
due to Republican opposition. President George W. Bush withdrew America’s signature under the 1997 
Kyoto treaty and President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of the 2015 Paris accord — a much less 
stringent pact. The U.S. rejoined Paris under President Joe Biden, however, and there is growing realiza-
tion that a go-it-alone approach may not be in America’s interest, especially if it wants to force China to 
pull its weight on reducing emissions.

Japan may also be swayed by the prospect of putting pressure on its big neighbor and privileged access 
to European and North American markets.

WHAT ABOUT CHINA?
The world’s biggest emitter of greenhouse gas isn’t likely to join straightaway. But if it wants to export 

its wares to the rest of the world without having climate tariffs slapped on them, it may have to join.
Expect Beijing to be sharply critical of the idea, just as it has been of the EU’s planned “carbon border 

adjustment mechanism” — which also entails tariffs for polluters who don’t play by the bloc’s rules. China 
has tried to rally other emerging economies such as South Africa and Indonesia in opposition to the plan. 
That’s one reason why Scholz has invited both of those countries attend the G-7 as guests, and made 
clear that the climate club is open to all.

WILL THE IDEA TAKE OFF?
Experts say a critical mass of countries will need to join the club for it to become attractive enough that 

others feel compelled to apply too.
The exact details of how the club’s rules would work are still sketchy. General support by the G-7, with-
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out any formal commitments, could help put the idea on the agenda at upcoming meetings, particularly 
the U.N. climate summit in November. An endorsement there would show that the club isn’t the exclusive 
preserve of rich nations but a genuine addition to existing climate efforts.

AND WILL IT SAVE THE PLANET?
Johan Rockstrom, director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, thinks it’s worth a try 

given that existing measures aren’t delivering the emissions cuts required to meet the Paris accord’s target 
for limiting global warming.

“The world’s remaining carbon budget is running out so fast that we will soon have no scientific chance 
of keeping to 1.5 Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit),” he said. “So we in the scientific community are grasping at 
anything that might help, and one way is to get all major emitters to agree on a set of collective principles 
for emissions pathways and carbon pricing.”

Rockstrom said the hope is that such efforts will eventually reach a positive tipping point, as happened 
with the 1987 Montreal Protocol that saw the world come together to tackle the ozone problem. The un-
derlying principle of a climate club would turn upside-down the current situation where the least-ambitious 
countries set the pace, and instead make it a race to be the fastest, he said.

BET Awards return Sunday with Doja Cat as leading nominee
By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The BET Awards return Sunday with a live show that could see Doja Cat, Drake 

and Ari Lennox snag some trophies.
Doja Cat enters the show as the leading nominee with six. The chart-topping performer is up for best 

female R&B-pop artist, best female hip-hop artist, album of the year for her No. 1 hit “Planet Her” and BET 
Her for “Woman.” Her “Kiss Me More” with SZA is nominated for video of the year and best collaboration.

Taraji P. Henson will host the show from the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles.
Sean “Diddy” Combs will receive the Lifetime Achievement Award — one of the highest honors at the 

ceremony. The music mogul is the founder of Bad Boy Records, has his own television network, fashion 
line and is a three-time Grammy winner who has worked with a slew of top-tier artists including Notorious 
B.I.G., Mary J. Blige, Usher, Lil Kim, Faith Evans and 112.

Drake and Ari Lennox are the second-most nominated acts, scoring four nods each. Three nominations 
went to several others including Baby Keem, Silk Sonic, Chloe Bailey, Future, H.E.R., Jazmine Sullivan, Ye 
(formerly known as Kanye West), Kendrick Lamar, Lil Baby, Mary J. Blige and Tems.

Performers include Lil Wayne, Chance the Rapper, Ella Mai, Roddy Ricch, Lizzo and Kirk Franklin.
The winners in the 19 categories, including film and sports awards, will be selected by BET’s Voting 

Academy, comprised of entertainment professionals and fans.

Russia fires missiles across Ukraine, cements gains in east
By DAVID KEYTON and JOHN LEICESTER Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russian forces were seeking to swallow up the last remaining Ukrainian stronghold 

in the eastern Luhansk region, pressing their momentum after taking full control Saturday of the charred 
ruins of Sievierodonetsk and the chemical plant where hundreds of Ukrainian troops and civilians had 
been holed up.

Russia also launched dozens of missiles on several areas across the country far from the heart of the 
eastern battles. Some of the missiles were fired from Russian long-range Tu-22 bombers deployed from 
Belarus for the first time, Ukraine’s air command said.

The bombardment preceded a meeting between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko, during which Putin announced that Russia planned to supply Belarus with 
the Iskander-M missile system.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said late Saturday that Russian and Moscow-
backed separatist forces now control Sievierodonetsk and the villages surrounding it. He said the attempt 
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by Ukrainian forces to turn the Azot plant into a “stubborn center of resistance” had been thwarted.

Serhiy Haidai, the governor of the Luhansk province, said Friday that Ukrainian troops were retreating 
from Sievierodonetsk after weeks of bombardment and house-to-house fighting. He confirmed Saturday 
that the city had fallen to Russian and separatist fighters, who he said were now trying to blockade Ly-
sychansk from the south. The city lies across the river just to the west of Sievierodonetsk.

Capturing Lysychansk would give Russian forces control of every major settlement in the province, a 
significant step toward Russia’s aim of capturing the entire Donbas. The Russians and separatists control 
about half of Donetsk, the second province in the Donbas.

Russia’s Interfax news agency quoted a spokesman for the separatist forces, Andrei Marochko, as saying 
Russian troops and separatist fighters had entered Lysychansk and that fighting was taking place in the 
heart of the city. There was no immediate comment on the claim from the Ukrainian side.

Lysychansk and Sievierodonetsk have been the focal point of a Russian offensive aimed at capturing all 
of the Donbas and destroying the Ukrainian military defending it — the most capable and battle-hardened 
segment of the country’s armed forces.

Russian bombardment has reduced most of Sievierodonetsk to rubble and cut its population from 100,000 
to 10,000. The last remaining Ukrainian troops were holed up in underground shelters in the huge Azot 
chemical plant, along with hundreds of civilians. A separatist representative, Ivan Filiponenko, said earlier 
Saturday that its forces evacuated 800 civilians from the plant during the night, Interfax reported.

Ukrainian military analyst Oleg Zhdanov said some of the troops were heading for Lysychansk. But Rus-
sian moves to cut off Lysychansk will give those retreating troops little respite.

Some 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) to the west, four Russian cruise missiles fired from the Black Sea 
hit a “military object” in Yaroviv, Lviv regional governor Maksym Kozytskyy said. He did not give further 
details of the target, but Yaroviv has a sizable military base used for training fighters, including foreigners 
who have volunteered to fight for Ukraine.

Russian missiles struck the Yaroviv base in March, killing 35 people. The Lviv region, although far from 
the front lines, has come under fire at various points in the the war as Russia’s military worked to destroy 
fuel storage sites.

About 30 Russian missiles were fired on the Zhytomyr region in central Ukraine on Saturday morning, 
killing one Ukrainian soldier, regional governor Vitaliy Buchenko said. He said all of the strikes were aimed 
at military targets.

In the northwest, two missiles hit a service station and auto repair center in Sarny, killing three people 
and wounding four, the Rivne regional governor, Vitaliy Koval, said. He posted a picture of the destruction. 
Sarny is located about 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of the border with Belarus.

In southern Ukraine along the Black Sea coast, nine missiles fired from Crimea hit the port city of Myko-
laiv, the Ukrainian military said.

In the north, about 20 missiles were fired from Belarus into the Chernihiv region, the Ukrainian military 
said.

Ukraine’s military intelligence agency said the Russian bombers’ use of Belarusian airspace for the first 
time for Saturday’s attack was “directly connected to attempts by the Kremlin to drag Belarus into the war.”

Belarus hosts Russian military units and was used as a staging ground before Russia invaded Ukraine, 
but its own troops have not crossed the border.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in his nightly video address that as a war that Moscow 
expected to last five days moved into its fifth month, Russia “felt compelled to stage such a missile show.”

He said the war was at a difficult stage, “when we know that the enemy will not succeed, when we 
understand that we can defend our country, but we don’t know how long it will take, how many more at-
tacks, losses and efforts there will be before we can see that victory is already on our horizon.”

During his meeting in St. Petersburg with Lukashenko, Putin told him the Iskander-M missile systems 
would be arriving in the coming months. He noted that they can fire either ballistic or cruise missiles and 
carry nuclear as well as conventional warheads. Russia has launched several Iskander missiles into Ukraine 
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during the war.

Following a botched attempt to capture Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital, in the early stage of the invasion that 
started Feb. 24, Russian forces have shifted their focus to the Donbas, where the Ukrainian forces have 
fought Moscow-backed separatists since 2014.

A senior U.S. defense official, speaking in Washington on condition of anonymity, on Friday called the 
Ukrainians’ withdrawal from Sievierodonetsk a “tactical retrograde” to consolidate forces into positions 
where they can better defend themselves. The move will reinforce Ukraine’s efforts to keep Russian forces 
pinned down in a small area, the official said.

After repeated Ukrainian requests to its Western allies for heavier weaponry to counter Russia’s edge in 
firepower, four medium-range American rocket launchers arrived this week, with four more on the way.

The Ukrainian Defense Ministry released a video Saturday showing the first use of the High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, in Ukraine. The video gave no location or indication of the targets. 
The rockets can travel about 45 miles (70 kilometers).

The senior U.S. defense official said Friday that more Ukrainian forces are training outside Ukraine to 
use the HIMARS and are expected back in their country with the weapons by mid-July. Also to be sent 
are 18 U.S. coastal and river patrol boats.

The official said there is no evidence Russia has intercepted any of the steady flow of weapons into 
Ukraine from the U.S. and other nations. Russia has repeatedly threatened to strike, or actually claimed 
to have hit, such shipments.

Abortion foes, supporters map next moves after Roe reversal
By LEAH WILLINGHAM and SCOTT BAUER Associated Press
CHARLESTON, W. Va. (AP) — A Texas group that helps women pay for abortions halted its efforts Sat-

urday while evaluating its legal risk under a strict state ban. Mississippi’s only abortion clinic continued 
to see patients while awaiting a 10-day notice that will trigger a ban. Elected officials across the country 
vowed to take action to protect women’s access to reproductive health care, and abortion foes promised 
to take the fight to new arenas.

A day after the Supreme Court’s bombshell ruling overturning Roe v. Wade ended the constitutional 
right to abortion, emotional protests and prayer vigils turned to resolve as several states enacted bans 
and both supporters and opponents of abortion rights mapped out their next moves.

In Texas, Cathy Torres, organizing manager for Frontera Fund, a group that helps pay for abortions, 
said there is a lot of fear and confusion in the Rio Grande Valley near the U.S.-Mexico border, where many 
people are in the country without legal permission.

That includes how the state’s abortion law, which bans the procedure from conception, will be enforced. 
Under the law, people who help patients get abortions can be fined and doctors who perform them could 
face life in prison.

“We are a fund led by people of color, who will be criminalized first,” Torres said, adding that abortion 
funds like hers that have paused operations hope to find a way to safely restart. “We just really need to 
keep that in mind and understand the risk.”

Tyler Harden, Mississippi director for Planned Parenthood Southeast, said she spent Friday and Saturday 
making sure people with impending appointments at the state’s only abortion clinic — which featured in 
the Supreme Court case but is not affiliated with Planned Parenthood — know they don’t have to cancel 
them right away. Abortions can still take place until 10 days after the state attorney general publishes a 
required administrative notice.

Mississippi will ban the procedure except for pregnancies that endanger the woman’s life or those caused 
by rape reported to law enforcement. The Republican speaker of the Mississippi House, Philip Gunn, said 
during a news conference Friday that he would oppose adding an exception for incest. “I believe that life 
begins at conception,” Gunn said.

Harden said she has been providing information about funds that help people travel out of state to have 
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abortions. Many in Mississippi already were doing so even before the ruling, but that will become more 
difficult now that abortions have ended in neighboring states like Alabama. Right now Florida is the near-
est “safe haven” state, but Harden said, “we know that that may not be the case for too much longer.”

At the National Right to Life convention in Atlanta, a leader within the anti-abortion group warned at-
tendees Saturday that the Supreme Court’s decision ushers in “a time of great possibility and a time of 
great danger.”

Randall O’Bannon, the organization’s director of education and research, encouraged activists celebrate 
their victories but stay focused and continue working on the issue. Specifically, he called out medication 
taken to induce abortion.

“With Roe headed for the dustbin of history, and states gaining the power to limit abortions, this is where 
the battle is going to be played out over the next several years,” O’Bannon said. “The new modern men-
ace is a chemical or medical abortion with pills ordered online and mailed directly to a woman’s home.”

Protests broke out for a second day in cities across the country, from Los Angeles to Oklahoma City to 
Jackson, Mississippi.

In the LA demonstration, one of several in California, hundreds of people marched through downtown 
carrying signs with slogans like “my body, my choice” and “abort the court.”

Turnout was smaller in Oklahoma City, where about 15 protesters rallied outside the Capitol. Oklahoma 
is one of 11 states where there are no providers offering abortions, and it passed the nation’s strictest 
abortion law in May.

“I have gone through a wave of emotions in the last 24 hours. ... It’s upsetting, it’s angry, it’s hard to 
put together everything I’m feeling right now,” said Marie Adams, 45, who has had two abortions for ec-
topic pregnancies, where a fertilized egg is unable to survive. She called the issue “very personal to me.”

“Half the population of the United States just lost a fundamental right,” Adams said. “We need to speak 
up and speak loud.”

Callie Pruett, who volunteered to escort patients into West Virginia’s only abortion clinic before it stopped 
offering the procedure after Friday’s ruling, said she plans to work in voter registration in the hope of electing 
officials who support abortion rights. The executive director of Appalachians for Appalachia added that her 
organization also will apply for grants to help patients get access to abortion care, including out of state.

“We have to create networks of people who are willing to drive people to Maryland or to D.C.,” Pruett 
said. “That kind of local action requires organization at a level that we have not seen in nearly 50 years.”

Fellow West Virginian Sarah MacKenzie, 25, said she’s motivated to fight for abortion access by the 
memory of her mother, Denise Clegg, a passionate reproductive health advocate who worked for years at 
the state’s clinic as a nurse practitioner and died unexpectedly in May. MacKenzie plans to attend protests 
in the capital, Charleston, and donate to a local abortion fund.

“She would be absolutely devastated. She was so afraid of this happening — she wanted to stop it,” 
Mackenzie said, adding, “I’ll do everything in my power to make sure that this gets reversed.”

The Supreme Court’s ruling is likely to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states.
Since the decision, clinics have stopped performing abortions in Arizona, Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, 

Missouri, South Dakota, West Virginia and Wisconsin. Women considering abortions already had been 
dealing with the near-complete ban in Oklahoma and a prohibition after roughly six weeks in Texas.

In Ohio, a ban on most abortions from the first detectable fetal heartbeat became law when a federal 
judge dissolved an injunction that had kept the measure on hold for nearly three years.

Another law with narrow exceptions was triggered in Utah by Friday’s ruling. Planned Parenthood As-
sociation of Utah filed a lawsuit against it in state court and said it would request a temporary restraining 
order, arguing it violates the state constitution.

Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, where abortion remains legal, signed an executive order shielding people 
seeking or providing abortions in his state from facing legal consequences in other states. Walz also has 
vowed to reject requests to extradite anyone accused of committing acts related to reproductive health 
care that are not criminal offenses in Minnesota.
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“My office has been and will continue to be a firewall against legislation that would reverse reproductive 

freedom,” he said.
In Fargo, North Dakota, the state’s sole abortion provider faces a 30-day window before it would have 

to shut down and plans to move across the river to Minnesota. Red River Women’s Clinic owner Tammi 
Kromenaker said Saturday that she has secured a location in Moorhead and an online fundraiser to sup-
port the move has brought in more than half a million dollars in less than three days.

Republicans sought to downplay their excitement about winning their decades-long fight to overturn Roe, 
aware that the ruling could energize the Democratic base, particularly suburban women. Carol Tobias, presi-
dent of National Right to Life, said she expects abortion opponents to turn out in huge numbers this fall.

But Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, a Democrat, said Saturday he believes the issue will energize indepen-
dents and he hopes to translate anger over Roe’s demise into votes.

“Any time you take half the people in Wisconsin and make them second-class citizens,” Evers said, “I 
have to believe there’s going to be a reaction to that.”

Astros’ Javier, bullpen combine to no-hit Yanks in 3-0 win
By RONALD BLUM AP Baseball Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Cristian Javier kept sending the New York Yankees back to their dugout in short 

order, taming his often inconsistent control and thwarting the team with baseball’s best record, most runs 
and preeminent power.

“We call him ‘The Reptile,’ because he doesn’t show any emotion. It doesn’t matter how big the stage,” 
Houston catcher Martín Maldonado would later say.

The Astros’ cold-blooded starter combined with Héctor Neris and Ryan Pressly on the first no-hitter 
against the Yankees in 19 years, pitching Houston to an improbable 3-0 victory Saturday. It’s the first 
time New York has been no-hit since six Astros teamed up for one at the old stadium on June 11, 2003.

New York entered 52-19, at .732 the best winning percentage ever for a team held hitless at least 50 
games into a season. The previous high was Oakland’s .691 against Texas on June 11, 1990, when the 
Athletics were felled by Nolan Ryan’s sixth no-hitter.

“The cold, hard truth is we got outpitched and outplayed,” Yankees pitcher Gerrit Cole said. “Magical 
day for them.”

Javier (5-3), a 25-year-old right-hander without a complete game in 84 professional starts, was in the 
rotation because Jake Odorizzi is hurt. He set career highs for strikeouts (13) and pitches (115) while walk-
ing one, and he matched his longest start with seven innings. Javier lowered his ERA to 2.73.

He walked Josh Donaldson on a full-count fastball with two outs in the first, then retired 17 in a row until 
Donaldson reached when third baseman Alex Bregman threw past first for an error on a one-out grounder 
in the seventh. Stanton took a called third strike and Gleyber Torres struck out swinging.

By the sixth, the Astros adopted the superstitious dugout custom for a no-hit bid.
“The guys didn’t come near me, and I didn’t go near them,” Javier said through a translator.
Javier began the seventh at 91 pitches. Astros manager Dusty Baker turned to pitching coach Bill Murphy 

early in the inning.
“Man, I got to make a decision here pretty soon between the personal and maybe him suffering for it,” 

Baker recalled. “How many does he have left?”
“Well, about 15 pitches,” Baker recalled Murphy saying.
Javier needed 24 in the inning, starting his last five batters with a ball after getting ahead with a strike 

to 12 of his first 18.
Baker gave Javier a hug when he was done.
“In the bullpen today before the game, pitches were doing what I wanted,” Javier said.
Neris walked two in the eighth, retired Joey Gallo on a flyout to the right-field warning track and got 

Aaron Judge to ground into an inning-ending forceout.
Pressly struck out Anthony Rizzo and Donaldson in the ninth, then retired Giancarlo Stanton on a game-
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ending groundout to third that sparked groans in the crowd of 45,076 on the sunny summer afternoon. It 
was his first outing since giving up a tying three-run homer to Aaron Hicks in a 7-6 loss Thursday night,

“I was pretty upset with myself and felt like I let the team down,” said Pressly, who got his 15th save 
in 18 chances.

Houston players gathered near the mound for a brief celebration. Justin Verlander presented Javier with 
the ball from the final out.

In a matchup of the teams with the top two records in the American League, Houston got the first hit 
in the fifth, and rookie J.J. Matijevic put the Astros ahead in the seventh with second big league homer, 
driving a fastball from Cole (6-2) into the right-field second deck.

Jose Altuve homered into the left-field second deck in the eighth against Michael King, and pinch-hitter 
Yuli Gurriel added an RBI single off Lucas Luetge in the ninth.

“Yankee Stadium, day game. These are moments that you live for,” Matijevic said after his first career 
bat flip. He has two hits, both homers.

Maldonado had guided four Astros pitchers through a no-hitter against Seattle on Aug. 3, 2019. This 
was even more special.

“My dad was here,” he said. “Those are memories, they’re going to last through all my life.”
This was the third no-hitter of the season: five Mets combined against Philadelphia on April 29 and the 

Los Angeles Angels’ Reid Detmers pitched one against Tampa Bay on May 10.
New York, which lost consecutive games for the first time since May 28-29 against Tampa Bay, struck out 

15 times and got its only runners on three walks and an error. The Yankees were no-hit for just the eighth 
time, and they haven’t been dominated in that manner by a franchise other than Houston since 1958.

The Astros pitched their 14th no-hitter, the first since Verlander against Toronto on Sept. 1, 2019.
“We’ll just see how we answer in the next few days,” Yankees catcher Jose Trevino said. “There’s no 

certainties in baseball.”
PITCH COUNT
Houston’s 150 pitches were one fewer than in the 2003 no-hitter and nine less than the Mets needed 

in April.
TRAINER’S ROOM
Astros: RHP Lance McCullers Jr. threw about 25 pitches to Jeremy Peña and Chas McCormick in his 

first batting practice. McCullers has been sidelined since spring training with a strained right forearm. ... 
Odorizzi (lower left leg discomfort) threw 59 pitches over three innings for Triple-A Sugar Land on Friday 
night, allowing two runs, two hits and two walks. ... Peña (left thumb) could be activated Sunday.

Yankees: After throwing an eight-pitch inning for Double-A Somerset on Friday in his first game action 
since May 22, LHP Aroldis Chapman (left Achilles tendinitis) expects to pitch again Sunday and then come 
off the IL. ... RHP Jonathan Loaisiga, sidelined since May 22 by right shoulder inflammation, threw his first 
bullpen since getting hurt. He will need another bullpen and then batting practice before he goes on a 
rehab assignment, Boone said. ... Domingo Germán (right shoulder impingement) is to make his second 
minor league rehab start on Tuesday.

UP NEXT
LHP Nestor Cortes (6-3, 2.31) starts Sunday’s series final for the Yankees and RHP José Urquidy (6-3, 

4.68) for the Astros.

Biden’s mission in Europe: Shore up alliance against Russia
By ZEKE MILLER and DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press
MUNICH (AP) — President Joe Biden is out to sustain the global alliance punishing Russia for its invasion 

of Ukraine as he embarks on a five-day trip to Europe as the 4-month-old war shows no sign of abating 
and its aftershocks to global food and energy supplies are deepening.

Biden first joins a meeting of the Group of Seven leading economic powers in the Bavarian Alps of Ger-
many and later travels to Madrid for a summit with leaders of the 30 NATO countries. The visit comes as 
the global coalition to bolster Ukraine and punish Russia for its aggression has showed signs of fraying 
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amid skyrocketing inflation in food and energy prices caused by the conflict.

Biden was given a red-carpet welcome after he arrived in Munich on Saturday night, greeted with Bavar-
ian music, dozens of people in traditional dress and children presenting him with flowers. He also signed 
a guest book.

Biden and the G-7 leaders intend to announce a ban on importing gold from Russia, according to a 
person familiar with White House planning who was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly. Gold is 
Moscow’s second largest export after energy.

The Ukraine war has entered a more attritional phase since Biden’s last trip to Europe in March, just 
weeks after Russia launched its assault. At that time, he met with allies in Brussels as Ukraine was under 
regular bombardment and he tried to reassure Eastern Europe partners in Poland that they would not be 
the next to face an incursion by Moscow.

Russian’s subsequent retreat from western Ukraine and regrouping in the east has shifted the conflict 
to one of artillery battles and bloody house-to-house fighting in the country’s industrial heartland, the 
Donbas region.

While U.S. officials see broad consensus for maintaining the pressure on Russia and sustaining support 
for Ukraine in the near term, they view Biden’s trip as an opportunity to align strategy for both the conflict 
and its global ramifications heading into the winter and beyond.

Allies differ over whether their goals are merely to restore peace or to force Russia to pay a deeper price 
for the conflict to prevent its repetition.

John Kirby, spokesman for the White House National Security Council, said the summit will address prob-
lems such as inflation and other “challenges in the global economy as a result of Mr. Putin’s war — but 
also how to continue to hold Mr. Putin accountable” and subject to “constant consequences.”

“There will be some muscle movements,” he said from Air Force One as Biden flew to Germany.
Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, is set to address both summits by video. The U.S. and allies 

have shipped his country billions of dollars in military assistance and imposed ever stricter sanctions on 
Russia over the invasion.

Kirby said previously that allies would announce new “commitments” to further sever Russia from the 
global economy and make it more difficult for Moscow to acquire technology to rebuild the arsenal it has 
depleted in Ukraine, and to crack down on sanctions evasion by Russia and its oligarchs.

G-7 summits have traditionally put global finance issues front and center, but amid soaring inflation in 
the U.S. and Europe, few concrete actions are expected.

“There are different drivers of inflation in these various economies, different things that can be used to 
address it,” said Josh Lipsky, director of the Atlantic Council’s GeoEconomics Center. He foresees “a lack 
of an ability to do something coordinated on inflation, other than really talk about the problem.”

Biden has blamed much of the rise in prices on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, especially in the energy 
markets, as U.S. and allied sanctions have limited Moscow’s ability to sell its oil and gas supplies. Sustain-
ing the Western resolve will only get more challenging as the war drags on and cost-of-living issues pose 
political headaches for leaders at home, U.S. and European officials said.

Finding ways to transition from Russian energy to other sources — without setting back longstanding 
goals to combat climate change — is set to be a key discussion point.

“There’s no watering down of climate commitments,” Kirby said.
Russia was once a member of what was then the G-8. It was expelled in 2014 after it invaded Ukraine’s 

Crimean Peninsula, a move that foreshadowed the current crisis.
A top priority of Western officials heading into the summit is finding a way to get Ukraine’s vast grain 

harvest out onto the world market, as the United Nations and others warn of tens of millions of people 
being cast into hunger because of tight supplies. The most impactful changes would require an agreement 
from Russia to stop targeting food and food infrastructure as well as agreeing to the establishment of a 
sea corridor to allow exports of grain from Ukraine.

In Madrid, Biden will help promote NATO’s effort to welcome Finland and Sweden into the alliance after 
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the Russian invasion of Ukraine led the two historically neutral democracies to seek the protection of the 
mutual-defense association.

Kirby declined to say whether Biden will meet with Turkey’s president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, who has 
indicated he plans to block the two countries’ accession into NATO unless he receives concessions. Adding 
new members requires unanimous support from existing NATO members.

U.S. officials have maintained optimism that the two countries will be welcomed into the alliance, but 
have played down expectations for a breakthrough in Madrid.

Biden speaks often of the world being in a generational struggle between democracies and autocracies 
that will set the global agenda for the coming decades. He aims to use the trip to show that Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine has “firmed up” democracies on the threats from autocracies in both Moscow and Beijing.

The president is also securing a significant step by NATO to recognize China as an emerging challenge 
to the alliance. The formal reference of China in NATO’s new “Strategic Concept,” the first update to its 
guiding principles since 2010, fulfills efforts by multiple U.S. presidents to expand the alliance’s focus to 
China, even in the face an increasingly bellicose Russia.

In a symbolic step, NATO has invited Pacific leaders from Japan, South Korea, New Zealand and Aus-
tralia to the summit. Kirby said China “will be a significant focus” for the G-7 and cited Beijing’s “coercive 
economic practices.”

Biden is also set to relaunch a global infrastructure investment program meant to counter China’s influ-
ence in the developing world, which he had named “Build Back Better World” and had introduced at the 
2021 G-7 summit.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin accused NATO of trying to “start a new Cold War” 
and warned against the alliance “drawing ideological lines which may induce confrontation.”

WHO panel: Monkeypox not a global emergency ‘at this stage’
By MARIA CHENG AP Medical Writer
LONDON (AP) — The World Health Organization said the escalating monkeypox outbreak in more than 

50 countries should be closely monitored but does not warrant being declared a global health emergency.
In a statement Saturday, a WHO emergency committee said many aspects of the outbreak were “un-

usual” and acknowledged that monkeypox — which is endemic in some African countries — has been 
neglected for years.

“While a few members expressed differing views, the committee resolved by consensus to advise the 
WHO director-general that at this stage the outbreak should be determined to not constitute” a global 
health emergency, WHO said in a statement.

WHO nevertheless pointed to the “emergency nature” of the outbreak and said controlling its spread 
requires an “intense” response.

The committee said the outbreak should be “closely monitored and reviewed after a few weeks.” But 
it would recommend a re-assessment before then if certain new developments emerge — such as cases 
among sex workers; spread to other countries or within countries that have already had cases; increased 
severity of cases; or an increasing rate of spread.

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreysus convened the emergency committee on Thursday 
after expressing concern about the epidemic of monkeypox in countries that haven’t previously reported 
the disease.

“What makes the current outbreak especially concerning is the rapid, continuing spread into new countries 
and regions and the risk of further, sustained transmission into vulnerable populations including people 
that are immunocompromised, pregnant women and children,” the WHO chief said.

Monkeypox has sickened people for decades in central and west Africa, but until last month, the disease 
had not been known to cause significant outbreaks in multiple countries at the same time and involving 
people with no travel links to the continent.

Declaring a global health emergency means that a health crisis is an “extraordinary” event requiring a 
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globally-managed response and that a disease is at high risk of spilling across borders. WHO previously 
made similar declarations for diseases including COVID-19, Ebola in Congo and West Africa, Zika in Brazil 
and the ongoing effort to wipe out polio.

The emergency declaration mostly serves as a plea to draw more global resources and attention to an 
outbreak. Past announcements have had mixed impact, given that WHO is largely powerless when trying 
to convince countries to act.

WHO said this week it has confirmed more than 3,200 monkeypox infections in about 40 countries that 
haven’t previously reported the disease. The vast majority of cases are in men who are gay, bisexual or 
have sex with other men and more than 80% of the cases are in Europe.

A leading WHO adviser said last month the spike in cases in Europe was likely tied to sexual activity by 
men at two raves in Spain and Belgium, speculating that its appearance in the gay and bisexual community 
was a “random event.” British officials have said most cases in the U.K. involve men who reported having 
sex with other men in venues such as saunas and sex clubs.

Scientists warn that anyone in close, physical contact with someone infected with monkeypox or their 
clothing or bedsheets is at risk of catching the disease, regardless of their sexual orientation.

People with monkeypox often experience symptoms like fever, body aches and a rash; most recover 
within weeks without needing medical care.

Monkeypox in Africa mostly affects people who come into contact with infected wild animals, like rodents 
or primates. There has been about 1,500 reported cases of monkeypox, including 70 deaths, in Congo, 
Cameroon and the Central African Republic.

To date, scientists haven’t found any mutations in the monkeypox virus that suggest it’s more trans-
missible or lethal, although the number of changes detected show the virus has likely been spreading 
undetected for years.

The version of the disease transmitting beyond Africa typically has a fatality rate of less than 1%, while 
the version seen in Africa can kill up to 10% of people affected.

WHO is also creating a vaccine-sharing mechanism for monkeypox, which could see vaccines go to rich 
countries like Britain, which currently has the biggest outbreak beyond Africa.

Some experts warned that could entrench the deep inequities seen between rich and poor countries 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

“France, Germany, the U.S. and U.K. already have a lot of resources and plenty of vaccines to deal with 
this and they don’t need vaccines from WHO,” said Dr. Irwin Redlener, an expert in disaster preparedness 
and response at Columbia University.

“What we should be doing is trying to help the countries in Africa where monkeypox has been endemic 
and largely neglected,” he said. “Monkeypox is not COVID, but our attention should not be so distorted 
that it only becomes a problem when it is seen in rich countries.”

Army private’s plea shelved internet fantasy chat defense
By LARRY NEUMEISTER Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — An Army private charged with plotting to murder members of his unit overseas with 

help from a secretive violent anarchist group was planning a defense calling it all an internet fantasy before 
pleading guilty just before trial, court records show.

Plans for the defense of Ethan Phelan Melzer was revealed in court papers in the months before the 
Kentucky man abruptly pleaded guilty to charges Friday, eliminating the need for his July 5 trial in Man-
hattan federal court. Sentencing is set for Jan. 6. He could face up to 45 years in prison rather than the 
life sentence that a jury conviction could have brought.

Melzer, 24, was in Italy in October 2019 with the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team when he com-
municated online with others prior to plotting an attack against his Army unit once it was redeployed in 
2020 to guard an isolated and sensitive military installation, prosecutors said.

But court papers reveal the individuals he was communicating with online weren’t members of the Order 
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of Nine Angles — or 09A — as he believed, but rather, government informants who helped build the case 
against him, defense lawyers said.

The Washington Post quoted a European security official in a June 2020 article as saying that the Nazi-
Satanist group was established in Britain in the 1970s and has promoted extreme violence for decades.

The official who spoke on anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue told the newspaper that 09A 
membership ranges from a few dozen to about 2,000, targeting young people and sending supporters 
into groups to influence and recruit.

Prosecutors said the white-supremacist group espouses neo-Nazi, anti-Semitic and Satanic beliefs and 
encourages members to infiltrate the military to gain training, commit acts of violence and identify like-
minded individuals intent on subverting the military from within.

U.S. Attorney Damian Williams said Friday that Melzer sought to “orchestrate a murderous ambush on 
his own unit by unlawfully disclosing its location, strength and armaments to 09A members online.”

“The defendant believed he could force the U.S. into prolonged armed conflict while causing the deaths 
of as many soldiers as possible. Melzer’s traitorous conduct was a betrayal of his storied unit and nothing 
short of an attack against the most essential American values,” he said in a news release.

Before Friday’s plea, Melzer’s lawyers were building a defense asserting he was merely indulging in fan-
tasy chats similar to a New York City police officer dubbed the “cannibal cop” by tabloids when he was 
convicted in 2013 of kidnapping conspiracy in a plot to rape, kill and eat women. They said it was a case 
with “similar facts” as those facing Melzer.

Online, Officer Gilberto Valle had discussed the cannibalistic plot with others in grisly detail. But in throw-
ing out the jury verdict, a judge wrote that while Valle’s “misogynistic sexual fantasies” reflected a diseased 
mind, prosecutors failed to prove he’d taken steps to carry out any gruesome deeds.

As Melzer’s lawyers wrote: “The charges in this case are sensational, the facts less so: No ‘jihadist am-
bush’ on Melzer’s unit happened, none was close to happening, and Melzer had no intention of seeing one 
happen. In post-arrest interviews with law enforcement he made clear that he never intended to see an 
attack occur and that he believed that his interlocutors were ‘jokers’ who similarly had no intentions or 
capabilities of orchestrating one.”

They said his online prose was “bluster — falsities designed to impress the people he was communicating 
with online.” And the lawyers wrote that while Melzer was curious about 09A, he thought it was “weird” 
and “pretty much a cult” and its beliefs were “polar opposite” of his own.

They said one government cooperator posing as an 09A sympathizer online claimed to be a former Ca-
nadian paratrooper injured in Iraq, but he was actually a mentally ill 15-year-old who had been hospitalized 
for psychiatric care months before he began communicating with Melzer.

“The government’s efforts to paint Melzer as an O9A-devotee committed to murdering his fellow soldiers 
are overblown,” defense lawyers wrote. They said three post-arrest interviews in 2020 with law enforce-
ment “amounted to full-throated denials of the most serious charges against him.”

The guilty plea came after prosecutors clarified they’d built a case against Melzer that included evidence 
from his electronic devices and barracks — photographs, videos and documents — that could be charac-
terized as “jihadist” and “09A” materials.

Also recovered were books titled “The Sinister Tradition” and “The Anarchist’s Cookbook,” which pros-
ecutors maintained had detailed instructions on how to manufacture and use explosives and weapons.

But the most potentially damaging evidence prosecutors said they planned to show the jury was proof 
Melzer sought to earn a self-initiation into 09A through violence as a street-level drug dealer after shoot-
ing a marijuana dealer in the arm in January 2017 near his Louisville, Kentucky, apartment. He joined the 
Army the following year.

Police: 5-month-old girl in car fatally shot in Chicago
CHICAGO (AP) — A 5-month-old girl was shot to death while in the rear of a car in a neighborhood on 

Chicago’s South Side.
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The infant, who was identified as Cecilia Thomas, was struck in the head Friday evening when shots 

were fired from another vehicle in the South Shore neighborhood, according to police and the Cook County 
Medical Examiner’s Office.

Cecilia was taken to a hospital where she later died.
A 41-year-old man in another vehicle was in good condition at a hospital after suffering a gunshot wound 

near his eye, Chicago police said.
No arrests have been made, and authorities have provided no details on what led to the shooting or how 

it happened. Police said Saturday that they did not have any updates.
The baby is among the youngest victims of gun violence in Chicago. She would have turned 6-months-old 

in four days, according to Natalia Derevyanny, a spokeswoman for the Cook County Medical Examiner’s 
Office.

As of June 19, the Chicago Police Department had recorded 282 homicides so far this year, down from 
the 316 recorded during the same period in 2021. Like many other cities in the U.S., Chicago reported a 
dramatic increase in homicides last year. The 797 homicides in the nation’s third-largest city in 2021 — 
Chicago’s highest toll for any year in a quarter century — eclipsed Los Angeles’ tally by 400 and the total 
in New York by nearly 300.

Crisis responder Andrew Holmes, who spoke with Cecilia’s mother, expressed anger at the shooter, say-
ing, “you shouldn’t sleep at night” and urged the person to turn themselves in.

“You just took this baby’s life. This baby was an infant, this baby didn’t do nothing to you,” he said.
Activist Ja’Mal Green was offering a $5,000 reward for information about the shooting.

‘Mitt Romney Republican’ is now a potent GOP primary attack
By SAM METZ Associated Press
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Mitt Romney isn’t up for reelection this year. But Trump-aligned Republicans 

hostile toward the Utah senator have made his name a recurring theme in this year’s primaries, using him 
as a foil and derisively branding their rivals “Mitt Romney Republicans.”

Republicans have used the concept to frame their primary opponents as enemies of the Trump-era GOP 
in southeast Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania. The anti-tax group Club For Growth, among the most active 
super PACs in this year’s primaries, used “Mitt Romney Republican” as the central premise of an attack ad 
in North Carolina’s Senate primary.

But nowhere are references to Romney Republicanism as common as they are in Utah.  Despite his 
popularity with many residents here, candidates are repeatedly deploying “Mitt Romney Republican” as a 
campaign trail attack in the lead-up to Tuesday’s Republican primary.

“There are two different wings in the Republican Party,” Chris Herrod, a former state lawmaker running 
in suburban Utah’s 3rd Congressional District, said in a debate last month.

“If you’re more aligned with Mitt Romney and Spencer Cox,” he added, referring to Utah’s governor, 
“then I’m probably not your guy.”

The fact that his brand has become potent attack fodder reflect how singular Romney’s position is in U.S. 
politics: He’s the only senator with the nationwide name recognition that comes from being a presidential 
nominee and the only Republican who voted to impeach former President Donald Trump twice.

“It’s kind of a puzzlement, actually,” said Becky Edwards, an anti-Trump Republican running in Utah’s 
Senate primary.

As one of the most famous members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Romney is re-
vered by many in Utah, where the church is a dominant presence in politics and culture. He won praise 
for turning around Salt Lake City’s 2002 Winter Olympics after a bribery scandal. After moving to Utah 
full-time more than a decade ago, he breezed to victory in the state’s Senate race in 2018. He did not 
respond to requests for comment on this story.

Herrod, who went to Las Vegas to campaign for Romney in 2012, said in an interview that referring to 
Romney was effective shorthand — a way to tell voters about his own belief system as well as that of 
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incumbent Republican Rep. John Curtis. Herrod has attacked Curtis for his positions on energy policy and 
for founding Congress’ Conservative Climate Caucus.

“In the midst of a campaign, it’s kind of tough to draw a line. I just put it in terms I thought people 
would understand,” Herrod said.

The Curtis campaign said the congressman was more focused on legislation and passing bills than brand-
ing. “Congressman Curtis doesn’t spend his time labeling himself or other Republicans,” his campaign 
manager, Adrielle Herring, said in a statement.

Much like Herrod, Andrew Badger, a candidate running in northern Utah’s 1st Congressional District, 
frames his primary campaign as a “tug of war” between two competing factions within the Republican 
Party. He describes one as the moderate, compromise-friendly wing embodied by Romney and the other 
as the conservative wing embodied by Utah Sen. Mike Lee, a frequent guest of FOX News who is often 
the Senate’s lone “no” vote.

Both Badger and Herrod acknowledge attacking Romney may turn off some voters, four years after he 
easily defeated a right-wing state lawmaker in Utah’s Republican primary and a Democrat in the general 
election. But they question the durability of his support given how the last six years have broadly trans-
formed Republican politics.

“There’s a lot more frustration, and it’s only building. I don’t think he would win in a vote today, certainly 
not in a Republican primary,” Badger said.

Badger in his campaign has focused on simmering outrage stemming from the 2020 election and an-
ger over coronavirus mandates and how race, gender and sexuality are taught in K-12 schools. He has 
attempted to draw a direct line between Romney and his opponent, incumbent Rep. Blake Moore, by 
attacking Moore for being one of 35 House Republicans to vote to create an independent commission to 
investigate the Jan. 6 insurrection.

In a district where support for Trump remains strong, he’s likened Moore’s vote to Romney’s two votes 
in favor of impeachment.

“These folks like Mitt Romney and Blake Moore, they always cave to the left when the pressure gets 
turned on them,” Badger said. “We’re not going to compromise for the sake of compromise.”

Moore did not vote for impeachment. After the Senate scuttled the commission, Moore, along with all but 
two House Republicans, voted against the creation of the Jan. 6 select committee that ultimately convened.

In response to Moore being labeled a “Mitt Romney Republican,” Caroline Tucker, the congressman’s 
campaign spokesperson, said he could be best described a “Big Tent Republican” who doesn’t think the 
process of lawmaking requires abandoning his conservative principles.

Jason Perry, director of University of Utah’s Hinckley Institute of Politics, said the label “Mitt Romney 
Republican” may appeal to some Republican primary voters, but given Romney’s popularity, it likely won’t 
work in Utah, he said.

“They’re appealing to a segment of the Republican Party but probably do not have the numbers on that 
far-right side to be successful,” Perry said.

Pope hails families, blasts ‘culture of waste’ after Roe
By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press
ROME (AP) — Pope Francis celebrated families Saturday and urged them to shun “selfish” decisions 

that are indifferent to life as he closed out a big Vatican rally a day after the U.S. Supreme Court ended 
constitutional protections for abortion.

Francis didn’t refer to the ruling or explicitly mention abortion in his homily. But he used the buzzwords 
he has throughout his papacy about the need to defend families and to condemn a “culture of waste” 
that he believes is behind the societal acceptance of abortion.

“Let us not allow the family to be poisoned by the toxins of selfishness, individualism, today’s culture of 
indifference and waste, and as a result lose its very DNA, which is the spirit of welcoming and service,” 
he said.
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The pope, noting that some couples allow their fears and anxieties to “thwart the desire to bring new 

lives in the world,” called for them not to cling to selfish desires.
“You have been asked to not have other priorities, not to ‘look back’ to miss your former life, your former 

freedom, with its deceptive illusions,” he said.
Francis has strongly upheld church teaching opposing abortion, equating it to “hiring a hitman to solve 

a problem.” At the same time, he has expressed sympathy for women who had abortions and made it 
easier for them to be absolved of the sin of undergoing the procedure.

The Catholic Church holds that life begins at conception and must be protected and defended until 
natural death.

Francis delivered his homily in a packed St. Peter’s Square at the end of the World Meeting of Families, 
a four-day conference held every few years aimed at helping church workers provide better pastoral care 
for families, especially those in difficulty.

The head of the Vatican’s laity office, Cardinal Kevin Farrell, celebrated the closing Mass before tens of 
thousands of people given Francis has a bad knee that makes it difficult for him to stand for long periods 
of time.

The pope instead sat to the side of the altar and delivered the homily seated, though he was able to 
stand up easily for the reading of the Gospel and other moments with the help of a cane.

The Vatican welcomed Friday’s ruling overturning Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that provided con-
stitutional protections for abortion in the U.S. The move opens the doors for individual states to ban or 
restrict abortion access, with bans now expected in about half the U.S. states.

The Holy See’s main bioethics body, the Pontifical Academy for Life, said it “challenges the whole world” 
to reopen debate about the need to protect life. Abortion is legal in Italy and most of Europe.

In an editorial Saturday entitled “For Life, Always,” the Vatican’s editorial director, Andrea Tornielli, called 
for that debate to move away from polarized ideology to a dialogue that takes into account concerns about 
maternal mortality rates and helping women, especially poor ones, with paid parental leave and other 
assistance when they bring children into the world .

“Being for life, always, also means defending it against the threat of firearms, which unfortunately have 
become a leading cause of death of children and adolescents in the U.S.,” Tornielli wrote.

Farrell, in his closing remarks at the end of the Mass, thanked Francis for his many initiatives in favor 
of families, citing in particular his teaching on the value of grandparents and his “many pronouncements 
in defense of life.”

Norway shaken by attack that kills 2 during Pride festival
By MARIA SANMINIATELLI and KARL RITTER Associated Press
OSLO, Norway (AP) — A gunman opened fire in Oslo’s nightlife district early Saturday, killing two people 

and leaving more than 20 wounded in what the Norwegian security service called an “Islamist terror act” 
during the capital’s annual LGBTQ Pride festival.

Investigators said the suspect, identified as a 42-year-old Norwegian citizen originally from Iran, was 
arrested after opening fire at three locations in downtown Oslo.

Police said two men, one in his 50s and and the other his 60s, died in the shootings. Ten people were 
treated for serious injuries, but none of them was believed to be in life-threatening condition. Eleven oth-
ers had minor injuries.

The Norwegian Police Security Service raised its terror alert level from “moderate” to “extraordinary” 
— the highest level — after the attack, which sent panicked revelers fleeing into the streets or trying to 
hide from the gunman.

The service’s acting chief, Roger Berg, called the attack an “extreme Islamist terror act” and said the 
suspect had a “long history of violence and threats,” as well as mental health issues.

He said the agency, known by its Norwegian acronym PST, first became aware of the suspect in 2015 
and later grew concerned he had become radicalized and was part of an unspecified Islamist network.



Sunday, June 26, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 354 ~ 84 of 95

Groton Daily Independent
Norwegian media named the suspect as Zaniar Matapour, an Oslo resident who arrived in Norway with 

his family from a Kurdish part of Iran in the 1990s.
The suspect’s defense lawyer, John Christian Elden, said his client “hasn’t denied” carrying out the at-

tack, but he cautioned against speculation on the motive.
“He has not given any reason. It is too early to conclude whether this is hate crime or terrorism,” Elden 

said in an email to The Associated Press.
Upon the advice of police, organizers canceled a Pride parade that was set for Saturday as the highlight 

of a weeklong festival. Scores of people marched through the capital anyway, waving rainbow flags.
Police attorney Christian Hatlo said it was too early to say whether the gunman specifically targeted 

members of the LGBTQ community.
“We have to look closer at that, we don’t know yet,” he said.
Police said civilians assisted them in detaining the man in custody, who was being held on suspicion of 

murder, attempted murder and terrorism, based on the number of people targeted at multiple locations.
Investigators seized two weapons after the attack: a handgun and an automatic weapon. Hatlo described 

both as “not modern” but did not give details.
Not far from Oslo’s cathedral, crime scene tape cordoned off the bars where the shootings took place, 

including the London Pub, which is popular with the city’s LGBTQ community.
Crowds gathered outside and dropped off cards and flowers at impromptu memorials.
Martin Ebbestad, 29, had walked by earlier, seen the memorials and returned with flowers.
London Pub “is our go-to place. My boyfriend left 20 minutes before (it happened). He was sitting out-

side in the smoking area,” Ebbestad said. “We know this place so well. It doesn’t feel unsafe, but it does 
feel very close.”

Norwegian television channel TV2 showed footage of people running down Oslo streets in panic as shots 
rang out in the background. Olav Roenneberg, a journalist from Norwegian public broadcaster NRK, said 
he witnessed the shooting.

“I saw a man arrive at the site with a bag. He picked up a weapon and started shooting,” Roenneberg 
told NRK. “First I thought it was an air gun. Then the glass of the bar next door was shattered and I 
understood I had to run for cover.”

Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere called the shooting a “cruel and deeply shocking attack 
on innocent people.”

He said that while the motive was unclear, the shooting had caused fear and grief in the LGBTQ com-
munity.

“We all stand by you,” Gahr Stoere wrote on Facebook.
Christian Bredeli, who was at the London Pub, told Norwegian newspaper VG that he hid on the fourth 

floor with a group of about 10 people until he was told it was safe to come out.
“Many were fearing for their lives,” he said. “On our way out we saw several injured people, so we un-

derstood that something serious had happened.”
Desta G. Selassie, a co-owner of the London Pub, told AP that employees who witnessed the shooting 

were in shock and receiving psychological counseling.
Police said the suspect had a criminal record that included a narcotics offense and a weapons offense 

for carrying a knife.
PST said it spoke to him in May this year “because he had shown a certain interest in statements that 

were interpreted as insults to Islam.”
“In these conversations, it was assessed that he had no intention of violence, but PST is aware that he 

has had challenges related to mental health,” the agency said in a statement.
Organizers of Oslo Pride canceled the parade and other scheduled events, and encouraged “people all 

over Norway to show solidarity” in their homes, neighborhoods and on social media instead.
“We’ll be back later, proud, visible, but right now it’s not the time for that,” Inge Alexander Gjestvang, 

leader of FRI, a Norwegian organization for sexual and gender diversity, told TV2.
Like its Scandinavian neighbors, Norway is considered progressive on LGBTQ rights. There is widespread 
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support for same-sex marriage, which was legalized in 2009. In 2016, Norway became one of the world’s 
first countries to allow transgender people to legally change their gender without a doctor’s agreement 
or intervention.

Norway’s King Harald V offered condolences to the relatives of victims and said the royal family was 
“horrified” by the attack.

“We must stand together to defend our values: freedom, diversity and respect for each other. We must 
continue to stand up for all people to feel safe,” the monarch said.

World leaders condemned the attack on their way to a Group of Seven summit in Germany. The summit’s 
host, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, tweeted, “The Norwegian people can be sure of our sympathy. The 
fight against terror unites us.” French President Emmanuel Macron offered his condolences in a tweet in 
Norwegian.

John Kirby, spokesman for the White House National Security Council, told reporters while flying with 
U.S. President Joe Biden to the G-7 summit, “Our hearts obviously go out to all the families there of the 
victims, the people of Norway, which is a tremendous ally, and of course the LGBTQI+ community, there 
and around the world, quite frankly.”

Norway has a relatively low crime rate but has experienced a series of so-called lone wolf attacks in 
recent decades, including one of the worst mass shootings in Europe. In 2011, a right-wing extremist killed 
69 people on the island of Utoya after setting off a bomb in Oslo that left eight dead.

In 2019, another right-wing extremist killed his stepsister and then opened fire in a mosque but was 
overpowered before anyone there was injured.

Last year, a Norwegian man armed with knives and a bow and arrow killed five people in a town in 
southern Norway. The attacker, who was diagnosed with schizophrenia, was sentenced Friday to compul-
sory psychiatric care.

Biden signs landmark gun measure, says ‘lives will be saved’
By WILL WEISSERT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on Saturday signed the most sweeping gun violence bill in 

decades, a bipartisan compromise that seemed unimaginable until a recent series of mass shootings, 
including the massacre of 19 students and two teachers at a Texas elementary school.

“Time is of the essence. Lives will be saved,” he said in the Roosevelt Room of the White House. Citing 
the families of shooting victims he has met, the president said, “Their message to us was, ‘Do something.’ 
How many times did we hear that? ‘Just do something. For God’s sake, just do something.’ Today we did.”

The House gave final approval Friday, following Senate passage Thursday, and Biden acted just before 
leaving Washington for two summits in Europe.

“Today we say, ‘More than enough,’” Biden said. “It’s time, when it seems impossible to get anything 
done in Washington, we are doing something consequential.”

The legislation will toughen background checks for the youngest gun buyers, keep firearms from more 
domestic violence offenders and help states put in place red flag laws that make it easier for authorities 
to take weapons from people adjudged to be dangerous.

The president called it “a historic achievement.”
Most of its $13 billion cost will help bolster mental health programs and aid schools, which have been 

targeted in Newtown, Connecticut, and Parkland, Florida, and elsewhere in mass shootings.
Biden said the compromise hammered out by a bipartisan group of senators from both parties “doesn’t 

do everything I want” but “it does include actions I’ve long called for that are going to save lives.”
“I know there’s much more work to do, and I’m never going to give up, but this is a monumental day,” 

said the president, who was joined by his wife, Jill, a teacher, for the signing.
After sitting to sign the bill, Biden sat reflectively for a moment, then murmured, “God willing, this is 

gonna save a lot of lives.”
He also said they will host an event on July 11 for lawmakers and families affected by gun violence. The 



Sunday, June 26, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 354 ~ 86 of 95

Groton Daily Independent
president spoke of families “who lost their souls to an epidemic of gun violence. They lost their child, their 
husband, their wife. Nothing is going to fill that void in their hearts. But they led the way so other families 
will not have the experience and the pain and trauma that they had to live through.”

Biden signed the measure two days after the Supreme Court’s ruling Thursday striking down a New 
York law that restricted peoples’ ability to carry concealed weapons. And Saturday’s ceremony came less 
than 24 hours after the high court overturned the Roe v. Wade decision, which had legalized abortion 
nationwide for nearly five decades.

“Yesterday, I spoke about the Supreme Court’s shocking decision striking down Roe v. Wade,” Biden 
said. “Jill and I know how painful and devastating the decision is for so many Americans. I mean so many 
Americans.”

He noted that the abortion ruling leaves enforcement up to the states, some of which have already 
moved to ban abortion or will soon do so. Biden said his administration will “focus on how they administer 
it and whether or not they violate other laws, like deciding to not allow people to cross state lines to get 
health services.”

Asked by reporters about whether the Supreme Court was broken, Biden said, “I think the Supreme 
Court has made some terrible decisions.” He walked away without answering more questions, noting, “ “I 
have a helicopter waiting for me to take off.”

While the new gun law does not include tougher restrictions long championed by Democrats, such as a 
ban on assault-style weapons and background checks for all firearm transactions, it is the most impactful 
gun violence measure produced by Congress since enactment a long-expired assault weapons ban in 1993.

Enough congressional Republicans joined Democrats in supporting the steps after recent rampages in 
Buffalo, New York and Uvalde, Texas. It took weeks of closed-door talks but senators emerged with a 
compromise.

Biden signed the bill just before departing Washington for a summit of the Group of Seven leading eco-
nomic powers — the United States, Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan — in Germany. He 
will travel later to Spain for a NATO meeting.

Guns in paradise: Ruling could undo strict Hawaii carry law
By JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — Megan Kau takes occasional weeklong hunting trips to the Hawaiian island of Lanai, 

where she enjoys watching the sunrise and hearing the distant rustle of deer and mouflon sheep in the 
tropical wilderness, a rifle ready at her side.

As a gun owner, she also goes to shooting ranges several times a year. Those outings are the only times 
the attorney and Oahu native sees others with guns in this tourist mecca where strict laws make it harder 
to purchase firearms and restrict carrying loaded guns in public.

Thursday’s U.S. Supreme Court ruling overturning New York’s concealed weapon law will likely change 
things in Hawaii, too, where it’s now highly unusual to see people carrying loaded weapons in public.

Some say the change will lead to more gun violence in a state that traditionally sees very little. In 2020, 
Hawaii had the nation’s lowest rate for gun deaths, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

“We’re culturally accepting, we’re racially accepting,” Kau said. “But within our culture, we’re fighters. 
We have passion.”

That passion can boil into physical altercations typically done “up and up” — local lingo for fistfights.
“If you’re born and raised here, you get into a fistfight, you don’t expect there to be a weapon,” Kau said.
Chris Marvin, a Hawaii resident with the gun control group Everytown for Gun Safety, said road rage 

dustups, clashes over surf spots and other confrontations are a part of life in Hawaii and are rarely fatal. 
He’s worried that will change.

“When you introduce guns, it’s so often immediately death,” he said. “Guns and aloha don’t mix.”
Under current law, county police chiefs in Hawaii have the discretion to determine whether to issue a 

carry permit. Without such a permit, people in Hawaii are only allowed to keep firearms in the home and 
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can transport them — unloaded and locked up — to shooting ranges, hunting areas and other limited 
locations such as for repairs.

The Supreme Court ruling says local governments can’t require those seeking a license to carry a gun 
in public to demonstrate a particular need, such as a direct threat to their safety. Hawaii and California 
are among states with such a requirement.

Hawaii police chiefs have issued only four carry permits in the last 22 years, said attorney Alan Beck, 
who represents George Young, a Big Island man suing to be able to carry a gun for self-defense.

“It’s a huge deal,” Beck said of the ruling. “Not only does it mean Mr. Young’s case will prevail, it also 
means the door has been opened to challenging numerous aspects of Hawaii firearms law.”

State officials were determining what effect the court’s ruling could have on Hawaii, Gov. David Ige said. 
However, some believe they know the ultimate outcome.

“Bottom line is, Hawaii is about to become a more dangerous place,” state Sen. Karl Rhoads said. “Ha-
waii will go from a place where the right to carry in public is the exception to a place where not having 
the right to carry on the street is an exception.”

The high court ruling does allow local governments to impose certain rules limiting who can have permits 
to carry and where weapons may be banned, such as parks, stadiums and other places where people 
gather.

Hawaii lawmakers will look at adding additional background screening, training stipulations and legislat-
ing ways to keep guns out of certain public spaces, said state Sen. Chris Lee.

There are already gun-handling training requirements for obtaining a firearm, “but carrying something in 
a public place is a different matter altogether,” Lee said, so he’d like to see mandated training on how to 
de-escalate conflicts and enhanced training for law enforcement in dealing with situations where people 
are armed.

He’d also like to see restrictions on bringing guns into public meetings on emotionally charged issues.
Denise Eby Konan, dean of the College of Social Sciences at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and a 

member of the state’s Gun Violence and Violent Crimes Commission, said guns in public places like beaches 
and hiking trails could affect Hawaii’s reputation as a safe tourist destination.

“I think many of our visitors are coming from countries where gun laws are quite strict,” she said.
At least one couple visiting Waikiki on Thursday said looser restrictions wouldn’t deter them from returning.
Rebecca Donahue said she and her husband have concealed carry permits where they live in Titusville, 

Florida. “I think Hawaii is very laid back and relaxed from what we’ve seen,” she said.
The Hawaii Tourism Authority declined to comment on the court’s ruling and any possible impact on 

tourism, the economic engine that drives the state’s economy.
Kainoa Kaku, president of the Hawaii Rifle Association, said the decision will help ensure law-abiding 

people can carry guns — “guys like me who put in a lot of time and effort into training and honing my 
craft so that I can defend myself and my family and even my community at large if it’s required.”

Joseph Robello, who uses a pistol and a rifle to hunt pigs, said he doesn’t expect Hawaii to turn into 
the Wild West.

“Most people won’t just carry to carry around, to wear it on your hip and walk around in the store to 
say, ‘I got a gun, and I can use it,’” he said. “That’s dumb. Ridiculous.”

Mass same-sex wedding in Mexico challenges discrimination
By FABIOLA SÁNCHEZ Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Even after five years of living together in the Pacific resort city of Acapulco, 

something as simple as holding hands or sharing a kiss in public is unthinkable for Dayanny Marcelo and 
Mayela Villalobos.

There is an ever-present fear of being rejected or attacked in Guerrero, a state where same-sex rela-
tionships are not widely accepted and one of five in Mexico where same-sex marriage is still not allowed.

But this week they traveled the 235 miles (380 kilometers) to Mexico’s capital, where the city government 
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hosted a mass wedding for same-sex couples as part of celebrations of LGBT Pride Month.

Under a tent set up in the plaza of the capital’s civil registry, along with about 100 other same-sex 
couples, Villalobos and Marcelo sealed their union Friday with a kiss while the wedding march played in 
the background.

Their ability to wed is considered one of the LGBT community’s greatest recent achievements in Mexico. 
It is now possible in 27 of Mexico’s 32 states and has been twice upheld by the Supreme Court.

Mexico, Brazil and Argentina top Latin America in the number of same-sex marriages.
Mariaurora Mota, a leader of the Mexican LGBTTTI+ Coalition, said the movement still is working to 

guarantee in all of Mexico the right to change one’s identity, have access to health care and social security 
and to let transsexual minors change their gender on their birth certificates.

Walking around Mexico City a day before their wedding, Marcelo and Villalobos confessed to feeling 
strange holding hands in the city streets. Displays of affection between same-sex couples in the capital 
are commonplace, but it was difficult to shed their inhibititions.

“I feel nervous,” said Villalobos, a 30-year-old computer science major, as Marcelo held her hand.
Villalobos grew up in the northern state of Coahuila in a conservative Christian community. She always 

felt an “internal struggle,” because she knew she had a different sexual orientation, but feared her family 
would reject her. “I always cried because I wanted to be normal,” she said.

She came out to her mother when she was 23. She thought that moving to Acapulco in 2017 with a 
young niece would give her more freedom.

Villalobos met Marcelo, a native of the beach town, there. Marcelo, a 29-year-old shop employee, said 
her acceptance of her sexual orientation was not as traumatic as Villalobos’, but she still did not come 
out as pansexual until she was 24. She said she had been aided by the Mexico City organization Cuenta 
Conmigo, — Count on Me — which provides educational and psychological support.

Walking around the capital this week with massive rainbow flags hanging from public buildings and 
smaller ones flapping in front of many businesses, Villalobos could not help but compare it to her native 
state and her present home in Guerrero.

“In the same country the people are very open and in another (place) ... the people are close-minded, 
with messages of hate toward the community,” she said.

Elihú Rendón, a 28-year-old administrative employee for a ride-sharing application, and Javier Vega Candia, 
a 26-year-old theater teacher, grew up in Mexico City and coming out for them was not so complicated.

“We’re in a city where they’re opening all of the rights and possibilities to us, including doing this com-
munal LGBT wedding,” said Vega Candia as he held out Rendon’s hand to show off a ring he had given 
him shortly before they moved in together.

When they walk through the city’s streets they don’t hesitate to express affection, sometimes hugging 
and dancing in a crosswalk while traffic was stopped.

“I’m happy to have been born in this city thinking that we have these rights and not in another country 
where we could be killed,” Vega Candia said.

Villalobos and Marcelo do not expect much in their daily lives to change when they return to Acapulco as 
a married couple. But Marcelo said that with the marriage certificate, she will try to get Villalobos included 
on the health insurance she receives through her employer.

“With a marriage certificate it is easier,” Marcelo said. “If something happens to me or something hap-
pens to her, we’ll have proof that we’re together.”

Supreme Court conservatives flex muscle in sweeping rulings
By MARK SHERMAN and JESSICA GRESKO Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court’s sweeping rulings on guns and abortion sent an unmistakable 

message. Conservative justices hold the power and they are not afraid to use it to make transformative 
changes in the law, none more so than taking away a woman’s right to abortion that had stood for nearly 
50 years.
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No more half measures, they declared Friday in overturning Roe v. Wade and allowing states to outlaw 

abortion. And the day before, in ruling for the first time that Americans the right to carry handguns in 
public for self-defense, they said the Constitution is clear.

“A restless and newly constituted Court,” is how Justice Sonia Sotomayor, one of three liberals on the 
nine-member court, described her colleagues earlier in June.

The abortion case in particular was a repudiation of the more incremental approach favored by Chief 
Justice John Roberts.

The decisions in the blockbuster cases on consecutive days were the latest and perhaps clearest mani-
festation of how the court has evolved over the past six years — a product of historical accident and 
Republican political brute force — from an institution that leaned right, but produced some notable liberal 
victories, to one with an aggressive, 6-3 conservative majority.

They also showcased the enormous influence wielded by two stalwarts of the right, Justices Clarence 
Thomas and Samuel Alito. Thomas wrote the court’s opinion on guns, while Alito wrote for the abortion 
majority.

Alito’s opinion was unequivocal.
“Roe and Casey must be overruled,” he wrote in referring to the court’s landmark abortion precedents 

from 1973 and 1992, “and the authority to regulate abortion must be returned to the people and their 
elected representatives.”

Alone among the court’s six conservatives, only Roberts said he would take a more “measured course,” 
simply upholding a Mississippi ban on abortions after 15 weeks. He said overturning Roe was an unneces-
sary and “serious jolt” to the legal system.

But the chief justice was unable to attract any support from his colleagues on the right, including the 
three justices nominated by former President Donald Trump.

Justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett helped form the majority to overrule 
Roe, and fulfill a prophecy from then-candidate Trump that his high court picks would vote just that way.

They were selected after careful screening by the Trump White House and conservative interest groups 
that was designed to avoid the disappointment produced by earlier GOP nominees such as Justices David 
Souter and Anthony Kennedy, whose votes helped preserve Roe 30 years ago.

But how did Trump even come to have three vacancies to fill? After Justice Antonin Scalia died in Feb-
ruary 2016, Republican Senate leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky vowed to prevent President Barack 
Obama from filling the seat during the election year.

Obama nominated Merrick Garland, then a federal appeals court judge and now President Joe Biden’s 
attorney general, but Republicans would not even give Garland a hearing.

When Trump surprisingly won the presidency, he nominated Gorsuch, who was only confirmed after 
McConnell scrapped what was left of the Senate filibuster for high court nominees.

Justice Anthony Kennedy retired the following year and Kavanaugh narrowly won confirmation after facing 
allegations, which he denied, that he sexually assaulted a woman when they were teenagers decades ago.

The death of the liberal Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg in 2020 led to Republicans’ quick confirmation of 
Barrett, notwithstanding the approaching election and McConnell’s opposition during Obama’s term to 
filling an opening in an election year. She took her seat just days before the 2020 election and solidified 
the conservative hold on the court.

Without the votes, the court’s three-justice liberal minority could only look on in dismay, confined to 
writing dissents that were alternately scathing and sad.

In his guns case dissent, Justice Stephen Breyer accused his colleagues in the majority of acting “without 
considering the potentially deadly consequences” of their decision, which came on the heels of a recent 
series of mass shootings and as Congress was working to pass gun control legislation signed by Biden 
on Saturday.

In the abortion decision, Breyer, Sotomayor and Justice Elena Kagan issued an unusual joint dissent, 
speaking as one.

“With sorrow — for this Court, but more, for the many millions of American women who have today lost 
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a fundamental constitutional protection — we dissent,” they wrote.

The dissent included a warning that “no one should be confident that this majority is done with its work.” 
The justices suggested the decision’s logic also imperiled previously recognized rights to same-sex mar-
riage and contraception.

Alito refuted that suggestion, writing that “Nothing in this opinion should be understood to cast doubt on 
precedents that do not concern abortion.” But in a separate opinion Thomas called for the court to recon-
sider its major privacy rulings, including its 2015 opinion that guaranteed the right to same sex marriage.

Next term promises more of the same: Affirmative action and voting rights already are on the agenda 
and an important elections case could be added to the mix.

Public approval of the court already is at a low ebb, according to opinion polls, and justices have repeat-
edly spoken out in the past year in defense of its legitimacy.

Roberts has been the leading voice in urging the public not to view the court as not just another political 
branch of government, once tangling with Trump over judicial independence.

Years ago, Scalia would sometimes rail against the smaller steps that Roberts often prefers. But at that 
point, there was no conservative majority without the chief justice.

Justice William Brennan, a liberal who served over parts of five decades, used to tell his law clerks that 
with five votes, anything is possible on the Supreme Court.

The conservatives have a vote to spare.

Pfizer says tweaked COVID-19 shots boost omicron protection
By LAURAN NEERGAARD AP Medical Writer
Pfizer announced Saturday that tweaking its COVID-19 vaccine to better target the omicron variant is safe 

and works — just days before regulators debate whether to offer Americans updated booster shots this fall.
The vaccines currently used in the U.S. still offer strong protection against severe COVID-19 disease and 

death -- especially if people have gotten a booster dose. But those vaccines target the original coronavirus 
strain and their effectiveness against any infection dropped markedly when the super-contagious omicron 
mutant emerged.

Now with omicron’s even more transmissible relatives spreading widely, the Food and Drug Administration 
is considering ordering a recipe change for the vaccines made by both Pfizer and rival Moderna in hopes 
that modified boosters could better protect against another COVID-19 surge expected this fall and winter.

Pfizer and its partner BioNTech studied two different ways of updating their shots -- targeting just omicron, 
or a combination booster that adds omicron protection to the original vaccine. They also tested whether 
to keep today’s standard dosage -- 30 micrograms -- or to double the shots’ strength.

In a study of more than 1,200 middle-aged and older adults who’d already had three vaccine doses, 
Pfizer said both booster approaches spurred a substantial jump in omicron-fighting antibodies.

“Based on these data, we believe we have two very strong omicron-adapted candidates,” Pfizer CEO 
Albert Bourla said in a statement.

Pfizer’s omicron-only booster sparked the strongest immune response against that variant.
But many experts say combination shots may be the best approach because they would retain the proven 

benefits of the original COVID-19 vaccine while adding new protection against omicron. And Pfizer said a 
month after people received its combo shot, they had a 9 to 11-fold increase in omicron-fighting antibod-
ies. That’s more than 1.5 times better than another dose of the original vaccine.

And importantly, preliminary lab studies show the tweaked shots also produce antibodies capable of 
fighting omicron’s genetically distinct relatives named BA.4 and BA.5, although those levels weren’t nearly 
as high.

Moderna recently announced similar results from tests of its combination shot, what scientists call a 
“bivalent” vaccine.

The studies weren’t designed to track how well updated boosters prevented COVID-19 cases. Nor is it 
clear how long any added protection would last.
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But the FDA’s scientific advisers will publicly debate the data on Tuesday, as they grapple with whether 

to recommend a change to the vaccines’ recipes -- ahead of similar decisions by other countries.

Abortion ruling thrusts companies into divisive arena
By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO and HALELUYA HADERO AP Business Writers
The Supreme Court’s decision to end the nation’s constitutional protections for abortion has catapulted 

businesses of all types into the most divisive corner of politics.
Some companies that stayed silent last month — when a draft opinion by Justice Samuel Alito was 

leaked to Politico — spoke up for the first time Friday, including The Walt Disney Company, which said it 
will reimburse employees who must travel out of state to get an abortion.

Facebook parent Meta, American Express, Bank of America and Goldman Sachs also said they would 
cover employee travel costs while others like Apple, Starbucks, Lyft and Yelp reiterated previous announce-
ments taking similar action. Outdoor clothing maker Patagonia went so far as to post on LinkedIn Friday 
that it would provide “training and bail for those who peacefully protest for reproductive justice” and time 
off to vote.

But of the dozens of big businesses that The Associated Press reached out to Friday, many like McDonald’s, 
PepsiCo, Coca-Cola, General Motors, Tyson and Marriott did not respond. Arkansas-based Walmart — the 
nation’s largest employer with a good portion of its stores in states that will immediately trigger abortion 
bans following the Friday’s Supreme Court ruling — also kept quiet.

Meanwhile, the Business Roundtable, an organization that represents some of the nation’s most powerful 
companies, said it “does not have a position on the merits of the case.”

A lot is at stake for companies, many of which have publicly pledged to promote women’s equality and 
advancement in the workplace. For those in states with restrictive abortion laws, they could now face big 
challenges in attracting college-educated workers who can easily move around.

Luis von Ahn, the CEO of the language app Duolingo, sent a tweet Friday aimed at lawmakers in Penn-
sylvania, where the company is headquartered: “If PA makes abortion illegal, we won’t be able to attract 
talent and we’ll have to grow our offices elsewhere.”

The ruling and the coming patchwork of abortion bans also threatens the technology boom in places like 
Austin, Texas as companies like Dell -- which was already becoming more flexible to remote work because 
of the tight labor market -- struggle to recruit newly minted tech graduates to their corporate hubs, said 
Steven Pedigo, a professor who studies economic development at the University of Texas at Austin.

“Rather than stay in Austin, do you go to New York or Seattle or the Bay Area? I think that’s a real pos-
sibility,” Pedigo said. “It becomes much more challenging, particularly when you’re looking at a young, 
progressive workforce, which is what technology workers tend to be.”

Emily M. Dickens, chief of staff and head of government affairs for the Society for Human Resource 
Management, said in a statement that nearly a quarter of organizations in a recent poll agreed that of-
fering a health savings account to cover travel for reproductive care in another state will enhance their 
ability to compete for talent.

“But how these policies interact with state laws is unclear, and employers should be aware of the legal 
risks involved,” she said.

Dickens noted that companies that use third-party administrator to process claims on their behalf — 
typically big employers — are subject to the Employee Retirement Income Security Act rather than state 
law. But companies that have to buy their own health insurance for their employees — typically small 
businesses — are subject to state regulations and have less flexibility in designing benefits.

Offering to cover travel expenses could also make companies a target for anti-abortion lawmakers. In 
March, Texas State Representative Briscoe Cain, a Republican, sent a cease-and-desist letter to Citigroup, 
saying he would propose legislation barring localities in the state from doing business with any company 
that provides travel benefits for employees seeking abortions.

In his concurring opinion released Friday, Justice Brett Kavanaugh suggested it would be unconstitutional 
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for a state to bar residents from traveling to another state to get an abortion.

“In my view, the answer is no based on the constitutional right to interstate travel,” Kavanaugh wrote.
But a corporation’s right to fund what would be an illegal act in another state is still questionable, argues 

Teresa Collett, a law professor at the University of St. Thomas.
“That’s not an interstate commerce question, per se,” she said. “So you’d need the right plaintiff.”
Meanwhile, tech companies are facing tough questions about what they’ll do if some of their millions of 

customers in the U.S. are prosecuted for having an abortion. Services like Apple, Google, Facebook and 
Microsoft routinely hand over digital data sought by law enforcement agencies pursuing criminal investiga-
tions. That’s raised concerns from privacy advocates about enforcers of abortion laws tapping into period 
apps, phone location data and other sensitive online health information.

A letter Friday from four Democrats in Congress called on the Federal Trade Commission to investigate 
the phone-tracking practices of Google and Apple, warning that location identifiers used for advertising 
could fall into the hands of prosecutors or bounty hunters looking “to hunt down women who have ob-
tained or are seeking an abortion.”

The Supreme Court ruling comes at a time when companies have become increasingly reliant on women 
to fill jobs, and especially as they face a nationwide labor shortage. Women now account for nearly 50% 
of the U.S. workforce, up dramatically from 37.5% in 1970 — three years before the Supreme Court ruled 
abortions to be legal in Roe vs. Wade — according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Denied access to abortion could hit low-income workers the hardest because they’re typically in jobs 
with fewer protections and that are also demanding, from loading groceries onto store shelves to working 
as a health aide.

“As a direct result of this ruling, more women will be forced to choose between paying their rent or 
traveling long distances to receive safe abortion care,” said Mary Kay Henry, international president of the 
Service Employees International Union, which represents nearly 2 million janitors, health care workers and 
teachers in the U.S. “Working women are already struggling in poverty-wage jobs without paid leave and 
many are also shouldering the caregiving responsibilities for their families, typically unpaid.”

Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants told The Associated Press that the ruling 
was “devastating.”

“It cuts to the core of all the work that our union has done for 75 years,” she said. “This decision is not 
about whether or not someone supports abortion. That’s the distraction ... This is about whether or not 
we respect the rights of women to determine their own future.”

Maurice Schweitzer, a professor at University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business, said the 
handful of companies are taking a stand on the court’s ruling because their customers and employees are 
expecting them to speak out.

“We’re in this moment in time where we’re expecting corporate leaders to also be leaders in the political 
sphere,” he said. “A lot of employees expect to work in companies that not only pay them well, but whose 
values are aligned with theirs.”

But the vast majority of executives will likely avoid the thorny topic and focus on things like inflation or 
supply chain disruptions, he said.

That, too, comes with risks.
“They can either support travel for out-of-state care and risk lawsuits and the ire of local politicians, or 

they can not include this coverage and risk the ire of employees,” Schweitzer said.

Deadly quake a new blow to Afghans reeling from poverty
By EBRAHIM NOROOZI Associated Press
GAYAN, Afghanistan (AP) — Afghanistan’s deadly earthquake this week struck one of the poorest corners 

of a country that has been hollowed out by increasing poverty. Even as more aid arrived Saturday, many 
residents have no idea how they will rebuild the thousands of homes destroyed in villages strung through 
the mountains.
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The quake, which state media says killed at least 1,150 people, hit hardest in a region of high mountains 

where Paktika and Khost provinces meet by the Pakistani border. There is little fertile land, so residents 
eke out what they can while largely relying on money sent by relatives who have migrated to Pakistan, 
Iran or further abroad for jobs.

Every one of the nearly two dozen homes in one village, Miradin, were reduced to rubble by Wednesday’s 
quake. In the rainy nights since, its several hundred residents have been sleeping in nearby woods and 
had still not received the aid that was slowly making its way into quake-hit areas.

Miradin residents told the Associated Press they worried whether they’d be able to rebuild before the 
harsh winter hits, in only a few months. Summer is short in the mountains, nights are already chilly.

It’s a fear felt across the quake-hit region, where nearly 3,000 homes are believed to have been de-
stroyed. The U.N.’s humanitarian coordinating organization OCHA said it had reports of 700-800 families 
in the area still living out in the open.

“We are facing many problems. We need all kind of support, and we request the international community 
and Afghans who can help to come forward and help us,” said Dawlat Khan, a resident of Paktika’s Gayan 
District. Five members of his family were injured when his house collapsed.

Among the dead from Wednesday’s magnitude 6 quake are 121 children and that figure is expected to 
climb, said the U.N. children’s agency representative in Afghanistan. He said close to 70 children were 
injured. An aftershock Friday took five more lives.

The total toll of 1,150 dead and at least 1,600 injured was reported by the Afghan state news agency 
Bakhtar. The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has put the death toll at 
770 people. Either toll would make the quake Afghanistan’s deadliest in two decades.

More aid was piling in on Saturday.
At Urgan, the main city in Paktika province, U.N. World Health Organization medical supplies were un-

loaded at the main hospital. In quake-hit villages, UNICEF delivered blankets, basic supplies and tarps for 
the homeless to use as tents.

In the district of Spera in Khost province on Saturday, UNICEF distributed water purification tablets along 
with soap and other hygiene materials. Aid groups said they feared cholera could break out after damage 
to water and hygiene systems.

New cargo flights of aid supplies arrived in Afghanistan from Pakistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
officials said. Pakistan’s government and a Pakistani charity had already sent 13 trucks carrying food, 
tents, life-saving medicine and other essential items, and Pakistan has opened some border crossings for 
injured to be brought in for treatment.

Overstretched aid agencies said the disaster underscored the need for the international community to 
rethink its financial cut-off of Afghanistan since Taliban insurgents seized the country 10 months ago. That 
policy, halting billions in development aid and freezing vital reserves, has helped push the economy into 
collapse and plunge Afghanistan deeper into humanitarian crises and near famine.

The effort to help the victims has been slowed both by geography and by Afghanistan’s decimated 
condition.

Rutted roads through the mountains, already slow to drive on, were made worse by quake damage and 
rain. The International Red Cross has five health facilities in the region, but damage to the roads made it 
difficult for those in the worse-hit areas to reach them, said Lucien Christen, ICRC spokesman in Afghanistan.

Aid groups said that while they are rushing to help the quake victims, keeping Afghanistan just above 
catastrophe through humanitarian programs is not sustainable.

“We are basically letting 25 million Afghan people to starve, to die, not to be able to earn their own 
living if we keep on with this financial blockade,” said Rossella Miccio, president of the aid organization 
Emergency that operates a network of healthcare facilities and surgical centers across Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s economy had been reliant on international donor support even before the Taliban takeover 
last August as the U.S. and its NATO allies were withdrawing their forces, ending a 20-year war.

World governments halted billions in development aid and froze billions more in Afghanistan’s currency 
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reserves, refusing to recognize the Taliban government and demanding they allow a more inclusive rule 
and respect human rights. The former insurgents have resisted the pressure, imposing restrictions on the 
freedoms of women and girls that recall their first time in power in the late 1990s.

The cut-off yanked the props out from under the economy. Now nearly half the population of 38 million 
cannot meet their basic food needs because of poverty. Most civil servants, including doctors, nurses and 
teachers, have not been paid for months, and salaries remain sporadic.

U.N. agencies and other remaining organizations have kept Afghanistan away from the brink of starvation 
with a humanitarian program that has fed millions and kept the medical system alive.

But with international donors lagging, U.N. agencies face a $3 billion funding shortfall this year.

Today in History: June 26, first Harry Potter book published
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Sunday, June 26, the 177th day of 2022. There are 188 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 26, 1945, the charter of the United Nations was signed by 50 countries in San Francisco.
On this date:
In 1917, the first troops of the American Expeditionary Force deployed to France during World War I 

landed in St. Nazaire.
In 1925, Charles Chaplin’s classic comedy “The Gold Rush” premiered at Grauman’s Egyptian Theatre in 

Hollywood.
In 1948, the Berlin Airlift began in earnest after the Soviet Union cut off land and water routes to the 

isolated western sector of Berlin.
In 1963, President John F. Kennedy visited West Berlin, where he delivered his famous speech expressing 

solidarity with the city’s residents, declaring: “Ich bin ein Berliner” (I am a Berliner).
In 1977, 42 people were killed when a fire sent toxic smoke pouring through the Maury County Jail in 

Columbia, Tennessee. Elvis Presley performed his last concert at Market Square Arena in Indianapolis.
In 1990, President George H.W. Bush went back on his “no-new-taxes” campaign pledge, conceding that 

tax increases would have to be included in any deficit-reduction package worked out with congressional 
negotiators.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton announced the U.S. had launched missiles against Iraqi targets because 
of “compelling evidence” Iraq had plotted to assassinate former President George H.W. Bush.

In 1996, the Supreme Court ordered the Virginia Military Institute to admit women or forgo state support.
In 1997, the first Harry Potter novel, “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone” by J.K. Rowling (ROHL’-

ing), was published in the United Kingdom (it was later released in the United States under the title “Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone”).

In 2008, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a handgun ban in the District of Columbia as it affirmed, 
5-4, that an individual right to gun ownership existed.

In 2013, in deciding its first cases on the issue, the U.S. Supreme Court gave the nation’s legally married 
gay couples equal federal footing with all other married Americans and also cleared the way for same-sex 
marriages to resume in California.

In 2020, after protesters in Washington, D.C., attempted to pull down a statue of Andrew Jackson, 
President Donald Trump signed an executive order to protect monuments, memorials and statues. Texas 
and Florida reversed course and clamped down on bars as the daily number of confirmed coronavirus 
infections in the U.S. surged to an all-time high of 40,000.

Ten years ago: Sen. Orrin Hatch won the GOP Senate primary in Utah, handily turning back a challenge 
from tea party-backed Dan Liljenquist (lihl-IHN’-kwihst). Essayist, author and filmmaker Nora Ephron, 71, 
died in New York.

Five years ago: President Donald Trump welcomed India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (nah-REN’-drah 
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MOH’-dee) to the White House as the two leaders heralded an increasingly close strategic partnership. The 
Supreme Court said Trump could forge ahead with a limited version of his ban on travel from six mostly 
Muslim countries. Helmsman Peter Burling and Emirates Team New Zealand won the America’s Cup with 
a resounding romp against software tycoon Larry Ellison’s two-time defending champion Oracle Team 
USA. Oklahoma City’s Russell Westbrook capped his historic season at the NBA’s inaugural awards show, 
winning the 2016-17 Most Valuable Player award.

One year ago: Fire and smoke from inside the remains of a collapsed 12-story condominium tower near 
Miami hampered search efforts. Former President Donald Trump returned to a rally stage in Ohio for his 
first campaign-style event since leaving the White House; he reprised his election grievances and baseless 
claims of fraud. The Celebrity Edge became the first cruise ship to leave a U.S. port since the coronavirus 
pandemic brought the industry to a 15-month standstill; the number of passengers was limited to 40 percent 
capacity as the ship left Fort Lauderdale, Florida, with virtually all of them vaccinated against COVID-19.

Today’s Birthdays: Jazz musician-film composer Dave Grusin is 88. Actor Josef Sommer is 88. Singer Billy 
Davis Jr. is 84. Rock singer Georgie Fame is 79. Actor Clive Francis is 76. R&B singer Brenda Holloway is 
76. Actor Michael Paul Chan is 72. Actor Robert Davi is 71. Singer-musician Mick Jones is 67. Actor Gedde 
Watanabe (GEH’-dee wah-tah-NAH’-bee) is 67. Rock singer Chris Isaak is 66. Rock singer Patty Smyth is 
65. Singer Terri Nunn (Berlin) is 63. U.S. Bicycling Hall of Famer Greg LeMond is 61. Country musician Ed-
die Perez (The Mavericks) is 54. Rock musician Colin Greenwood (Radiohead) is 53. Writer-director Paul 
Thomas Anderson is 52. Actor Sean Hayes is 52. Actor Matt Letscher is 52. Actor Chris O’Donnell is 52. 
Actor Nick Offerman is 52. Actor Rebecca Budig is 49. Baseball Hall of Famer Derek Jeter is 48. Contem-
porary Christian musician Jeff Frankenstein (Newsboys) is 48. Country singer Gretchen Wilson is 48. Rock 
musician Nathan Followill (Kings of Leon) is 43. Pop-rock singer-musician Ryan Tedder (OneRepublic) is 
43. Actor-musician Jason Schwartzman is 42. Actor Aubrey Plaza is 38. Actor-singer Jennette McCurdy is 
30. Actor-singer Ariana Grande is 29.


