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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

Saturday, June 25
SEAS Confession: 3:45-4:15 p.m., SEAS Mass: 

4:30 p.m.
U10 Tourney in Groton
Game 1: 10 a.m.: Groton vs. Webster Grey, Falk 

Field
Game 2: 11:30 a.m.: Milbank vs. Britton, Falk Field
Game 3: 10 a.m.: Hannigan vs. Webster Blue, 

Nelson Field
Game 4: 11:30 a.m.: Sisseton vs. Watertown Ren-

egades, Nelson FIeld
Game 5: 1 p.m.: Loser of Games 1-2, Falk Field
Game 6: 1 p.m.: Loser of Games 3-4, Nelson Field
Game 7: 2:30 p.m.: Winners Games 1-2, Falk Field
Game 8: 2:30 p.m.: Winners Games 3-4, Nelson 

Field
7th Place: 4 p.m.: Falk Field
3rd Place: 4 p.m.: Nelson Field
5th Place: 5:30 p.m., Falk Field
1st Place: 5:30 p.m., Nelson Field

Sunday, June 26
Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m., SEAS 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 10:30-10:45 
a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

U12 Tourney in Groton
Game 1: 10 a.m.: Milbank vs. Borge, Falk Field
Game 2: 11:30 a.m.: Hannigan vs. Clark, Falk Field
Game 3: 10 a.m.: Groton vs. Webster, Nelson Field
Game 4: 11:30 a.m.: Britton vs. Hannigan, Nelson 

FIeld
Game 5: 1 p.m.: Loser of Games 1-2, Falk Field
Game 6: 1 p.m.: Loser of Games 3-4, Nelson Field
Game 7: 2:30 p.m.: Winners Games 1-2, Falk Field
Game 8: 2:30 p.m.: Winners Games 3-4, Nelson 

Field
7th Place: 4 p.m.: Falk Field
3rd Place: 4 p.m.: Nelson Field
5th Place: 5:30 p.m., Falk Field
1st Place: 5:30 p.m., Nelson Field

U8 Tourney in Milbank
10:15 a.m.: Groton vs. Watertown Yellow
Finals begin at 12:45

1- Upcoming Events
2- Gov. Noem and Legislative Leaders Announce 

Plans for Special Session to Save Lives, Help Mothers
2- Governor Noem Announces Life.SD.gov
3- Johnson Issues Statement on SCOTUS Roe v. 

Wade Decision
3- Thune statement on Supreme Court’s decision 

to overturn Roe v. Wade
3- South Dakota Democratic Party Statement on 

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization
4- Happy June, Tourism Friends! It’s summer in 

South Dakota!
5- The Spirit of ’76: Protecting us against the Putin 

Playbook
7- 2021 Brown County 4-H  Special Foods Contest 

Recipes
9- South Dakota Average Gas Prices
10- Drought Monitor
11- Weather Pages
15- Daily Devotional
16- 2022 Community Events
17- Subscription Form
18- News from the Associated Press
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Gov. Noem and Legislative Leaders Announce Plans for Special 

Session to Save Lives, Help Mothers
 
PIERRE, S.D. – Today, in response to the United States Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision, Governor Kristi 

Noem and leaders in the South Dakota State Legislature jointly announced plans for a special session later 
this year to save lives and help mothers impacted by the decision.

“Every abortion always had two victims: the unborn child and the mother. Today’s decision will save un-
born lives in South Dakota, but there is more work to do,” said Governor Kristi Noem. “We must do what 
we can to help mothers in crisis know that there are options and resources available for them. Together, 
we will ensure that abortion is not only illegal in South Dakota – it is unthinkable.” 

South Dakota’s trigger law, found in SDCL 22-17-5.1, provides that as of today, all abortions are illegal 
in South Dakota “unless there is appropriate and reasonable medical judgment that performance of an 
abortion is necessary to preserve the life of the pregnant female.”

“South Dakota Right to Life enthusiastically applauds this decision.  We will continue helping women 
navigate pregnancies they did not plan for as we remind South Dakotan's that the pro-life movement 
cares about women and their unborn children,” said South Dakota Right to Life Executive Director Dale 
Bartscher. “Our movement includes nearly 3,000 pregnancy help centers across the United States designed 
to provide free services for women where and when they need it, such as free ultrasounds, pregnancy 
tests, prenatal vitamins, baby clothing, formula, parenting classes, and additional practical and material 
help. These centers and our tens of thousands of volunteers will continue looking for more ways to help 
mothers in need."

The exact dates of the Special Session will be decided promptly after discussion with legislative leader-
ship. The Legislature intends to take the time to make sure South Dakota law protects the unborn and 
helps mothers.

“With the end of Roe, South Dakota can again work to have enforceable laws to protect our children,” 
said Senate President Pro Tempore Lee Schoenbeck. “A special session is necessary because we could 
not have known this winter in session that we would have this opportunity and new responsibility to pro-
tect lives presented by the Supreme Court’s decision. Also, there will be more work to do on the many 
challenges a post-Roe world presents in regular session next January.”

 “South Dakota recognizes that an abortion terminates the life of a whole, separate, unique, living 
human being, and we celebrate today that the grave injustice that the United States Supreme Court 
perpetrated upon generations of Americans in Roe vs. Wade has ended and that South Dakota can once 
again protect the lives of all beautiful, innocent, unborn human beings,” said House Speaker Pro Tempore 
Jon Hansen. “I look forward to working with Governor Noem, my fellow members of the legislature, and 
all South Dakotans to defend life; support mothers and fathers; and promote strong, healthy families.”

Governor Noem Announces Life.SD.gov
PIERRE, S.D. – Today, Governor Kristi Noem announced a new website, Life.SD.gov. The website helps 

mothers and their babies before birth and after by providing resources for pregnancy, new parents, fi-
nancial assistance, and adoption.

“In South Dakota, we value life. But being pro-life doesn’t just mean caring about the unborn. It also 
means getting moms the help they need to be successful,” said Governor Kristi Noem. “We’re launching 
Life.SD.gov to give women the resources they need to navigate pregnancy pregnancy, birth, parenting, 
and adoption, if they choose.”

https://life.sd.gov/
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Johnson Issues Statement on SCOTUS Roe v. Wade Decision

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) released the following statement after 
the U.S. Supreme Court issued its opinion on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization:

“I’ve never believed the Roe v. Wade decision – which was ultimately a personal privacy case – was a 
justification to take a human life,” said Johnson. “The unborn deserve protection.”

Thune statement on Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade
“This decision to overturn Roe is long overdue, and it’s a historic day in the pro-life movement.”
WASHINGTON — U.S. Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) today released the following statement after the U.S. 

Supreme Court issued its opinion on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which overturns 
Roe v. Wade:

“This decision to overturn Roe is long overdue, and it’s a historic day in the pro-life movement,” said 
Thune. “Our country is dedicated to the defense of human rights, and I hope that we can further live up 
to that promise with the question of abortion now rightfully returned to the states, the democratic process, 
and to elected officials who can be held accountable to the American people for their decisions.”

South Dakota Democratic Party Statement on Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization

Sioux Falls - The South Dakota Democratic Party released the following statement today with regard to 
the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade:

Today’s Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade immediately enacts South Dakota’s trigger 
laws making abortion illegal no matter the circumstance. South Dakotans have shown at the ballot box 
that they do not support a ban on abortion, but Kristi Noem and Republican officials continue to enact an 
extreme, out-of-touch agenda.

Last year, Kristi Noem told the Argus Leader she opposes abortion with no exceptions, including cases 
of rape and incest: “Noem told the Argus Leader this week that she is an absolutist on the [abortion], not 
even compromising in the event of rape or incest.” 

Kristi Noem’s extremist views are out-of-line with most South Dakotans and put partisan goals above 
common sense. While Kristi Noem claims to be a champion for freedom, in reality, she’s the number one 
advocate for controlling the lives of South Dakotans. 

All South Dakotans deserve the freedom to make their own healthcare decisions - including the choice to 
have an abortion. Reproductive rights are on the ballot in November and South Dakotans will make their 
voice heard. Kristi Noem and Republicans will have to answer to voters for their attacks on reproductive 
freedom. 

It’s time to elect Democrats who will defend South Dakotans’ right to basic and necessary health care 
services.
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Happy June, Tourism Friends! It’s summer in South Dakota!

We wish each and every one of you a fun, busy, and blessed summer. We know with record-setting 
inflation and gas prices that visitation may not be where we would like it, but we are sure that despite 
these major challenges, we will see a steady stream of visitors over the coming months.

Because we are now officially in the throes of peak travel season, I’ll keep this message as informative 
and concise as possible. Here are a few items we’d like to bring to your attention:

We were so saddened to learn about the awful fire on Monday night on Main Street in Wall that destroyed 
The Cactus Bar and Café. Our hearts go out to this establishment. We are grateful there was no loss of 
life and that the amazing volunteer fire departments from Wall, Wasta, Quinn and New Underwood, with 
assistance from Ellsworth, were able to keep the fire from spreading to other buildings.

Members of our team recently returned from IPW, our nation’s largest international travel-trade show. 
After a two-year hiatus because of the pandemic, nearly 5,000 attendees from around the globe attended 
the dynamic show. Team South Dakota had one amazing IPW, with incredible new and returning interest 
in our state. A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to our partners in the South Dakota booth – the Pine Ridge 
Chamber of Commerce & Oglala Lakota Living History Village, Visit Rapid City, Rushmore Destinations, 
Crazy Horse Memorial, Black Hills & Badlands Tourism Association, Experience Sioux Falls, and the Ingalls 
Homestead – for joining us for the show and doing such an awesome job promoting South Dakota to the 
world. I was immensely proud of our team. There are more details about IPW below.

Our Global Media and PR Team just finished hosting four outstanding travel writers in the Black Hills on 
a familiarization tour we dubbed “The Wild West”. From horseback riding and Buffalo Safari Jeep rides to 
the City of Presidents and Historic Deadwood, we showed these top travel writers a slice of the Wild West 
and what makes The Mount Rushmore State so special. It was an outstanding fam, and we are eager to 
see what kinds of stories develop as a result of it.

Our Industry Outreach, Development, and Research Manager, Kirk Hulstein, has a great summary below 
of the CURRENT STATE OF TRAVEL. Be sure and check it out.

We are excited to welcome a new team member to the Department of Tourism! Hallie Getz recently 
joined us as our new Budget Officer & Administrative Director. Hallie has jumped right in and already is a 
perfect fit for us. You can learn more about Hallie further down in this Mile Marker.

Finally, please enjoy our newest MEET THE CREW video featuring our outstanding Social Media Manager 
& Global Media Representative, Stephanie Palmer. Steph adds such a spark, vibrancy, intelligence, and fun 
to our team dynamic and work. Check out what this native of Mina, SD, loves about our state!

As summer kicks into gear, please keep in touch and let us know how you are doing. If we can ever be 
of assistance, don’t hesitate to reach out. We wish all of you a wonderful and successful summer. THANK 
YOU for taking such amazing care of our visitors and giving them a trip to remember. We hope to cross 
paths soon!

All our best,
Jim and Team, SD Dept. of Tourism



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 5 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
The Spirit of ’76: Protecting us against the Putin Playbook

 
By Ken Paulson, longtime journalist and director of the Free Speech
 
As we gather to celebrate Independence Day, it’s a good time to reflect on how 

our most fundamental freedoms have served this nation well.
It’s an even better time to think about what would happen if those liberties were 

taken away.
Sadly, the latter doesn’t take much imagination in 2022. Your closest video screen 

will show you scenes of Russian troops pummeling Ukraine with the support of a 
majority of the Russian people.

The Russian public has been told that their country is doing noble work ferreting 
out “Nazis” and that the West is engaged in its usual persecution of Russia and its 
people. Surveys say most Russians believe it.

In times of war, people always want to see their government as the good guys, 
but it’s still a little hard to grasp how that many people can be so thoroughly misled.

That’s the power of the Vladimir Putin playbook. The Russian president quickly and with little opposition 
eliminated the freedoms of speech and press.

First, Putin bandied around allegations of “fake news,” undermining domestic news media that had far 
more latitude than their Soviet Union counterparts.

Then he coordinated a plan with the national legislature to pass a law imprisoning those who “lied” about 
the war, including even calling it a war. Russian media of integrity had to close up shop, and international 
journalists in Russia had to temper their reporting.

That left the internet as the one avenue for Russians to learn the truth about their country’s misdeeds. 
Putin then banned social media outlets and sharply limited access to international news sites.

In short order, the Russian people were isolated, left to believe the lies of their government.
It took just weeks for Putin to wipe out freedoms of press, speech and dissent.
Could anything like that ever happen in the United States? As unlikely as it may seem, there are some 

areas of concern.
After all, over the past 60 years, certain presidents from both parties have been known to mislead the 

public about the purpose and progress of wars. And the use of “fake news” claims to evade responsibility 
began with politicians in this country, only to be adopted by totalitarian leaders around the globe.

Today there are active efforts to overturn New York Times v. Sullivan, the 1964 Supreme Court decision 
that made investigative reporting viable in the United States. And there are many politicians, again of both 
parties, who want to control how private social media companies are run.

Do I believe that America could fall victim to something resembling the Putin playbook? No. But it’s also 
no longer unthinkable.

It’s not a coincidence that the first step would-be dictators take is to shut down the press. That eliminates 
questions and accountability, both of which are anathema to those who abuse power.

There are some today who choose not to be informed, saying the media are biased. Well, there are 
tens of thousands of media outlets in this country, including manipulative cable channels, partisan sites 
that masquerade as news providers and those sites that would entice us with clickbait. But there are also 
many core news organizations of integrity, including The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, PBS and 
the very newspaper you’re reading right now. They’re the ones we need to support with readership and 
subscriptions.

From the very beginning of this nation, Americans understood the importance of a free press aggres-
sively reporting on people in power. In an era when newspapers were fiercely partisan and unfair, that 
first generation of citizens still insisted on journalists being protected by the First Amendment.

That shouldn’t surprise us. After all, the model was right there in 1776 in the document we celebrate 
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this week.

The Declaration of Independence called out King George III, reporting a list of injustices perpetrated by 
the mother country against its colonies. We had “unalienable rights,” it said, and they were being violated. 
Americans were no longer going to put up with this “long train of abuses and usurpations.”

That is the same spirit with which America’s free press has exercised its duties since 1791. Abolitionist 
newspapers took on slavery, suffragist papers focused on injustices against women and news organiza-
tions spanning centuries have reported on scandals, corruption and racial injustice.

We live in a highly polarized time, when it’s easy to dismiss the views of those with whom we disagree 
and deride those who publish the facts we don’t want to acknowledge.

We have to take care, though, that our internal political wars don’t turn us away from the core principles 
contained in the Declaration of Independence.

We remain a free people and need to be vigilant in protecting our rights and documenting the abuses in 
people in power, not just when the other guy’s party is in office. That’s the real spirit of ’76.

 
Ken Paulson is the director of the Free Speech Center, a non-partisan and non-profit center based at 

Middle Tennessee State University. www.freespeech.center
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2021 Brown County 4-H  Special Foods Contest Recipes

Chuck Wagon Beef and Beans
Anna Johnson

½ lb. ground beef`  2 tablespoons mustard  
3 strips bacon-chopped   1 (15 oz.) can kidney beans, drained and rinsed
1 cup onion diced   1 (15 oz.) can navy beans, drained and rinsed
1cup BBQ sauce   1 (15 oz.) can pinto beans, drained and rinsed
½ cup ketchup   ½ cup water
Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees F. In a Dutch oven brown bacon over medium heat. With a slotted spoon, 

remove bacon: set aside and discard excess fat from pan. Put Dutch oven back on the stovetop over 
medium heat. Brown ground beef, stirring frequently for five minutes; stir in onion; spoon out and discard 
excess fat.  Stir in BBQ sauce, ketchup, water, mustard, and reserved bacon. Bring to a simmer then stir 
in beans. Put lid on Dutch oven, place in oven and bake for 35 minutes.    

Ham and Cheese Egg Muffins
Rayven Dutenhoffer

12 large eggs    ¾ cup shredded cheddar cheese divided
½ cup milk    8 ounces ham steak cubed
½ teaspoon salt   2 green onions sliced thin
¼ teaspoon black pepper  ¼ teaspoon garlic powder 

1. Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. Spray muffin tin heavily with cooking spray. (Please note that a 
silicon muffin tin works best)  Set aside. 

2. In a large bowl, whisk together the eggs, milk, and spices.
3. Stir in ½ cup of the shredded cheddar cheese, ham, and the green onions.
4. Fill the muffin tins. Top with the remaining ¼ cup cheese.
5. Bake for 25 to 30 minutes or until the eggs pull away from the side of the muffin tin and are set in 

the middle.  

Strawberry Twist Smoothie 
Joseph Dutenhoffer

1 ½ cups strawberries    ¼ cup vanilla yogurt
¼ cup kiwi      1 teaspoon honey 
¾ cup banana    2 cups ice
Cut fruit into small pieces. And all ingredients to blender in order of chopping. Mix until well blended. 

Pour into glass and enjoy!

Strawberry Smoothie
AbiJo Johnson

2c. frozen strawberries   1 ½ c. strawberry yogurt
1c. milk      2 T. honey
½ c. buttermilk
Plug in your blender. Put all ingredients into blender. Hold lid and blend. Unplug blender and pour into 

frozen glasses. Garnish with a strawberry. 
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Parmesan Chicken

Wyatt Kiesz
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts  1 ¼ cups seasoned dry bread crumbs
1 cup all-purpose flour    ½ cup grated parmesan cheese 
2t. salt       2T. olive oil
1t. ground pepper     1T. milk
2 large eggs
To start, pound the chicken breasts to be ¼ of an inch thick. In a small bread pan, combine flour, salt, 

and pepper. Set aside. In a bowl or pan, combine eggs and the milk to create an egg wash. Then, in 
another bread pan, combine bread crumbs and parmesan. Coat chicken in flour mixture, then dip in egg 
wash, next coat in breadcrumbs. 

In a large sauté pan, heat up olive oil over medium heat. Cook chicken two pieces at a time, 2-3 minutes 
on each side or until cooked through. Set chicken aside. 

Meatloaf 
Logan Warrington

2 lbs. ground beef     dash of pepper
1 slightly beaten egg   ¼ cup onion
1 cup old fashioned oats    dash of salt 
½ cup milk
Put in lightly greased pan. 
Top with:
1 tsp. dry mustard    ½ cup ketchup
2 tbsp. brown sugar   Worcestershire sauce to taste
Cook at 350 degrees for 1 hour. Let stand 5 minutes before serving.  

Goulash
Cody Kiesz

1 lbs. ground beef   ½ tsp. onion powder 
24 oz. marinara sauce  ½ tsp. garlic powder
1 cup dry elbow macaroni  ½ tsp. oregano
2 cups mozzarella cheese
Cook noodles according to package directions. Drain the noodles. Cook ground beef in a skillet until 

it’s no longer pink. Stir marinara and seasonings into the ground beef. Mix beef mixture in with noodles. 
Evenly spread into a casserole dish. Cover top with cheese. Bake in the oven at 350 degrees for 20-30 
minutes, until cheese is completely melted. 

Tomato Spinach Mozzerella Frittatas
Ashlynn Warrington

6 large eggs     4 cherry tomatoes 
1 tbls. Finely chopped onion  1/8 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
1/8 tsp. salt and pepper   1/8 cup fresh spinach
Preheat oven to 350 degrees, if using a dark nonstick pan lower. Lightly spray a 12-cup muffin tin with 

nonstick spray. In a large bowl, whisk together eggs and onion. Season with salt and pepper, to taste. Add 
egg mixture halfway up into each tin of the greased muffin tin. Divide the three topping combinations into 
4 muffin cups each. Bake for 15-20 minutes until set. Let cool slightly, then serve or store in an airtight 
container in the refrigerator for up to 4 days and reheat when ready to serve. 
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 Regular Mid-Grade Premium Diesel
Current Avg. $4.735 $4.862 $5.336 $5.394
Yesterday Avg. $4.749 $4.880 $5.341 $5.391
Week Ago Avg. $4.774 $4.915 $5.366 $5.383
Month Ago Avg. $4.238 $4.346 $4.707 $5.246
Year Ago Avg. $2.978 $3.089 $3.431 $3.131

South Dakota Average Gas Prices

This Week

Last Week
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Drought Monitor

June 21 May 14

Much of the High Plains Region has seen beneficial rainfall and temperatures averaging near to below-
normal over the past 30 days, with the exception of a few locations. Some targeted improvements were 
warranted across parts of southeastern Nebraska this week, which picked up 1.5 to 3 inches of rainfall 
(per AHPS estimates). Targeted improvements were also made in parts of Colorado and northern Wyo-
ming due to a robust Southwest Monsoon circulation and an active storm track across the Northern Tier, 
respectively. Conversely, high winds and hot temperatures, which exceeded 100°F several days this week, 
resulted in high evapotranspiration rates and, subsequently, degradations for parts of the Central Plains. 
Evapotranspiration rates approaching 0.5 inches per day were reported in western Nebraska.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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The last couple of days have been well above normal, temperature wise, and rather humid. Weather 
conditions today will showcase much cooler temperatures, below normal in fact, and drier air as the day 
wears on. The only wrinkle is that breezy to windy northwest winds will happen today.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 94 °F at 5:30 PM
Low Temp: 69 °F at 11:52 PM
Wind: 25 mph at 9:59 PM
Precip: 0.04

Day length: 15 hours, 43 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 106 in 1936  
Record Low: 41 in 2017
Average High: 83°F
Average Low: 58°F
Average Precip in June.: 3.10
Precip to date in June.: 0.26
Average Precip to date: 10.35
Precip Year to Date: 11.42
Sunset Tonight: 9:26:54 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:26:54 PM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
June 25, 1914: An estimated F2 tornado moved east from 6 miles southeast of Isabel in Dewey County. 

Three small homes and two barns were destroyed. Twelve tons of hay was said to have vanished.
June 25, 1969: On the northeast side of Groton, an F2 to near F3 tornado destroyed a large grain eleva-

tor and uprooted huge trees. Four people were hospitalized. Estimated property damage was a quarter 
million dollars. Also, locally heavy rains caused flash flooding in Sully and Hughes Counties. A bridge near 
Harrold was washed out. Some rainfall amounts include; 5.34 inches at 23N of Highmore; 4.24 at 2N of 
Onaka; 4.14 at 12SSW of Harrold; 3.90 at 1NW of Faulkton; and 3.73 inches at Ipswich. Unofficial reports 
of 6 inches fell in and around Harrold.

1749 - A general fast was called on account of drought in Massachusetts. It was the year of the famous 
dry spring in which fields and villages burned. (David Ludlum)

1925 - The mercury hit 101 degrees at Portland, OR, their earliest 100 degree reading of record. (Sandra 
and TI Richard Sanders)

1953 - The temperature at Anchorage soared to 86 degrees, their hottest reading of record. (The Weather 
Channel)

1957: Hurricane Audrey moved northward, slowly strengthening until the 26th. At that time, a strong 
upper-level trough led to its acceleration and the hurricane deepened rapidly on its final approach to the 
Texas/Louisiana border. Audrey became the strongest hurricane on record for June upon landfall, as it 
reached category four strength. Its acceleration was unanticipated, and despite hurricane warnings in 
place, 418 people perished in the storm, mainly across southwest Louisiana. 

1967: Three, F3 tornadoes crossed the Netherlands on this day. The first tornado touched down at 4:17 
PM in Oostmalle. This storm destroyed the church and the center of the village. More than half of the 900 
homes in the community were damaged with 135 completely gone. The second tornado touched down 
near Ulicoten and tracked northward through woodlands area. This storm killed two people at a camping 
site near Chaam, Netherlands. The third tornado destroyed 50 houses in Tricht, killing five and injuring 32 
others.

1987 - Afternoon highs of 97 degrees at Miami, FL, 107 degrees at Medford, OR, and 111 degrees at 
Redding CA were new records for the date. It was the third of six straight days of record heat for Miami. 
Thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 70 mph at Austin, and gusts to 75 mph at Tulsa OK. (The National 
Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Fifty-two cities in the central and eastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date. 
Highs of 100 degrees at Erie, PA, and 104 degrees at Cleveland OH established all- time records for those 
two locations. Highs of 101 degrees at Flint, MI, 105 degrees at Chicago, IL, and 106 degrees at Fort 
Wayne, IN, equalled all-time records. Thunderstorms in Idaho produced wind gusts to 100 mph west of 
Bliss and north of Crouch, injuring 29 persons. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Tropical depression Allison, the remnants of what was earlier Cosme (a hurricane over the Pacific 
Ocean which dissipated as it crossed northern Mexico), began to spread heavy rain into southeast Texas 
and southwest Louisiana. (The National Weather Summary)
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A King’s Resume
 Recently I was asked to write a resume. Since I had not written one in nearly 30 years, it presented a 

real challenge. As I thought about the many things I had done, some well and some not so well, I was 
grateful for the fact that the choice of what I would include was up to me.

Solomon did not write his resume. God did. Nor was he the last one to make a statement about who 
he was and what he had accomplished. God did that as well. (And, by the way, God will do the same for 
you and me.)

Even a casual review of Solomon’s resume is impressive.

-Early Childhood Education:
Exposed to sages, philosophers, wise men
Observed troops preparing for battle
Studied large building construction
Accompanied his father in foreign affairs
Sang Psalms written by his father
Involved in worship, prayer, and praise

-Major Life Achievements:
The third king of Israel
Built God’s Temple in Jerusalem
Diplomat, trader, patron of the arts
Recognized as “wisest man who ever lived”
Author, sage, and philosopher

-Final Notations:
Leadership accomplishments destroyed
Married pagan women, compromised his God
Enslaved God’s children
What could have been, never was. Sadly, sin defeated Solomon, and he lost everything.

Prayer:  One day, Father, we will all stand before You to be judged for the lives we lived.. May You bless 
us and say, Well done, Faithful Servant! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Today’s Bible Verse:  Was it not because of marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? 
Among the many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him king 
over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women. Nehemiah 13:26
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2022 Community Events

01/30/2022 84th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
01/30/2022 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am – 1pm, Groton Community Center, 109 N 3rd St, Groton,
04/07/2022 Groton CDE 
04/09/2022 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/09/2022 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/23/2022 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/24/2022 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/07/2022 Lions Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
St John’s Lutheran Church VBS 9-11am
05/30/2022 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
Transit Fundraiser at the Community Center 4-7pm (Thursday Mid-June)
06/17/2022 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm Start
06/18/2022 Groton Triathlon
-6/20/2022 Ladies Invitational at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration 10am Start
07/04/2022 Firecracker Couples Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start 

(4th of July)
07/10/2022 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
Legion Auxiliary #39 Salad Buffet & Dessert Bar 11am-1pm at the Groton Legion
Baseball Tourney
07/21/2022 Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
How can we… “Love Groton”? United Methodist Church 9:30am
Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022 GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
United Methodist Church VBS 5-8pm
Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022 Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022 Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm
Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022 Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023  Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Friday:
Mega Millions
01-07-11-25-56, Mega Ball: 14, Megaplier: 2
(one, seven, eleven, twenty-five, fifty-six; Mega Ball: fourteen; Megaplier: two)
Estimated jackpot: $328,000,000
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: 335,000,000

How US states have banned, limited or protected abortion
By The Associated Press undefined
The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that had provided a 

constitutional right to abortion. The ruling is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states, 
although the timing of those laws taking effect varies.

Some Republican-led states will ban or severely limit abortion immediately, while other restrictions will 
take effect later. At least one state, Texas, is waiting until after the Supreme Court issues its formal judg-
ment in the case, which is separate from the opinion issued Friday and could take about a month.

In anticipation of the decision, several states led by Democrats have taken steps to protect abortion 
access. The decision also sets up the potential for legal fights between the states over whether providers 
and those who help women obtain abortions can be sued or prosecuted.

Here is an overview of abortion legislation and the expected impact of the court’s decision in every state.
___
ALABAMA
Political control: Alabama has a Republican-controlled legislature and a Republican governor who want 

to ban or restrict access to abortions.
Background: In 2019, Alabama lawmakers approved what was then the most stringent abortion ban in 

the country, making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy with no exceptions for 
pregnancies resulting from rape or incest. The only exception would be when the woman’s health was 
at serious risk. A federal judge issued an injunction, under the precedent of Roe v. Wade, blocking the 
state from enforcing the law. In 2018, voters agreed to amend the Alabama Constitution to say the state 
recognizes the “rights of unborn children” and “does not protect the right to an abortion or require the 
funding of abortion.” A 1951 law made it a crime, punishable by up to 12 months in prison, to induce an 
abortion, unless it is done to preserve the life or health of the mother.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortions became almost entirely illegal in Alabama on Friday. A 2019 
state abortion ban took effect making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with 
no exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. All three clinics stopped providing abortions Friday 
morning under fear of prosecution under the 1951 state law. U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson hours 
later granted Alabama’s request to lift an injunction and allow the state to enforce the 2019 abortion ban. 
Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall said it is now a felony to provide an abortion in Alabama beyond 
the one exception allowed in the 2019 law, which is for the sake of the mother’s health. Doctors who 
violate the law could face up to 99 years in prison. Marshall said the state would also move to lift other 
injunctions that blocked previous abortion restrictions, including a requirement for doctors who perform 
abortions to have hospital admitting privileges.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers have said they would like to see the state replace the 2019 
ban with a slightly less stringent bill that would allow exceptions in cases of rape or incest. Proponents 

News from the
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said the 2019 ban was deliberately strict in the hopes of sparking a court challenge to Roe.

___
ALASKA
Political control: Republicans currently hold a majority of seats in the state Legislature, but the House is 

controlled by a bipartisan coalition composed largely of Democrats. Fifty-nine of the Legislature’s 60 seats 
are up for election this year. Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Republican who believes life begins at conception, is 
seeking reelection.

Background: The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted the right to privacy in the state constitution as 
encompassing abortion rights.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision is not expected to immediately affect 
abortion rights in Alaska, given the existing precedent in the state.

What’s next: Voters in the fall will be asked if they want to hold a constitutional convention, a question 
that comes up every 10 years. Many conservatives who want to overhaul how judges are selected and do 
away with the interpretation that the constitution’s right to privacy clause allows for abortion rights see an 
opportunity in pushing for a convention. Recent efforts to advance a constitutional amendment through 
the Legislature have been unsuccessful.

___
ARIZONA
Political control: Both legislative chambers are controlled by Republicans, who regularly pass abortion 

restrictions that for the past eight sessions have been quickly signed by Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, an 
abortion opponent.

Background: Arizona law allows abortion through about 22 weeks, but the Legislature passed a 15-week 
abortion ban in March mirroring the Mississippi law that was contested before the U.S. Supreme Court. It 
will take effect 90 days after the Legislature adjourns, which is expected Friday. Current restrictions include 
bans on abortions because of gender and a 2021 law that makes it a felony for a doctor to terminate a 
pregnancy because the child has a survivable genetic abnormality. Arizona also has a pre-statehood law 
still on the books that would ban all abortions, although it has not been enforced since Roe was decided.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Ducey has argued in media interviews that the law he signed in late 
March takes precedence over the total ban that remains on the books. But the law he signed specifically 
says it does not overrule the total abortion ban in place for more than 100 years. Ducey is term-limited 
and leaves office in January.

What’s next: Abortion-rights supporters in Arizona have launched a long-shot bid to enshrine the right to 
abortion in the state constitution. Rolled out weeks after the draft U.S. Supreme Court decision showing 
Roe could be overturned was leaked, backers must collect more than 356,000 signatures by July 7 to get 
the initiative on the November ballot. Voters would then be able to decide.

___
ARKANSAS
Political control: Arkansas’ legislature is controlled by Republicans who have supported dozens of abor-

tion bans and restrictions in recent years. Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson also has supported bans on 
abortion with some exceptions. He’s term-limited and leaves office in January. Republican nominee Sarah 
Sanders, press secretary to former President Donald Trump, is widely favored in the November election 
to succeed him.

Background: Arkansas already had a law banning most abortions 20 weeks into a woman’s pregnancy, 
with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother. The state has several other bans that have 
been struck down or blocked by courts in recent years, including an outright abortion ban enacted last 
year that doesn’t include rape or incest exceptions. That ban has been blocked by a federal judge, and 
the state has appealed.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Arkansas has a law it enacted in 2019 that bans nearly all abortions now 
that Roe is overturned. That ban, along with the outright ban that’s been blocked by a federal judge, only 
allows exceptions to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. Hutchinson has said he thinks 
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bans should include rape and incest exceptions, but he has not called on the Legislature to add those to 
either of the bans.

What’s next: Hours after Friday’s ruling, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge signed certification that Roe 
had been overturned. That certification allows the state’s “trigger ban” to take effect immediately. The 
only exception in that ban is to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. The Legislature 
isn’t scheduled to meet until January, but Hutchinson is considering calling a special session to take up tax 
relief proposals. The Republican governor said Friday he does not plan on asking lawmakers to consider 
adding rape and incest exceptions to the state’s ban.

___
CALIFORNIA
Political control: Democrats who support access to abortion control all statewide elected offices and have 

large majorities in the state Legislature.
Background: California outlawed abortion in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. 

The law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health 
were in danger. In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be 
unconstitutional but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972, California voters added a “right to privacy” to the 
state constitution. Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted that “right to privacy” as a right to 
access abortion, allow minors to get an abortion without their parents’ permission and use public funding 
for abortions in the state’s Medicaid program. California now requires private health insurance plans to 
cover abortions and does not allow them to charge things such as co-pays or deductibles for the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion will remain legal in California prior to the viability of a fetus. 
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has vowed to make California a sanctuary for women who live in other 
states where abortion is outlawed or severely restricted. The number of women who travel to the state 
for abortions is expected to rise significantly.

What’s next: The state Legislature is considering 13 bills that would strengthen or expand access to 
abortion. The bills are based on a report from the Future of Abortion Council, which Newsom formed last 
year to study reproductive rights in California. They include proposals that would help pay for women 
from other states to come to California for abortions, ban enforcement of out-of-state civil judgments on 
California abortion providers and volunteers, and increase the number of people who can offer abortions 
by authorizing some nurse practitioners to perform the procedure without the supervision of a doctor. 
Lawmakers also plan to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that would explicitly 
guarantee the right to an abortion and contraceptives.

___
COLORADO
Political control: The Democrats who control the Colorado Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: A 1967 state law legalized abortion up to 16 weeks of pregnancy. Abortion has been ac-

cessible ever since, despite repeated legislative attempts and ballot initiatives to restrict or abolish the 
procedure. Colorado voters have consistently rejected such initiatives, the latest in 2020 that would have 
banned abortion during the third trimester of pregnancy. In 2022, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis signed a law 
placing the right to abortion in state statute. The law guarantees access to reproductive care before and 
after pregnancy and bans local governments from imposing their own restrictions. It also declares that 
fertilized eggs, embryos and fetuses have no independent rights. Abortion rights advocates plan a 2024 
ballot initiative to add abortion rights to the state constitution and repeal a 1980s constitutional amend-
ment that bans public funding for abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision won’t have any immediate impact on Colorado law -- but 
providers are preparing for a surge of out-of-state patients. Democratic House Majority Leader Daneya 
Esgar says lawmakers must consider how to invest in a health care workforce to ensure Colorado has the 
capacity to meet that anticipated demand. Colorado’s health department reports there were 11,580 abor-
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tions in the state in 2021; of those 14% were for non-residents. More than 900 of those non-residents 
were from Texas, Wyoming and Nebraska.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more patients from states surrounding Colorado will 
potentially seek care now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned. But the Texas law could induce more 
people to come. Oklahoma now has an early pregnancy abortion ban; Utah and Wyoming have trigger laws 
banning abortion now Roe is overturned; the Kansas Constitution protects abortion rights, but Republican 
lawmakers placed on an August primary ballot an initiative to overturn it.

___
CONNECTICUT
Political control: Democrats who control the Connecticut General Assembly support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Connecticut passed a law in 1990 giving women the legal right to abortion. Having passed 

with strong bipartisan support, it was lauded at the time for being a rare compromise between abortion 
rights advocates and opponents. It affirmed a woman’s unqualified right to an abortion “prior to viability 
of the fetus,” as well as later-term abortions “necessary to preserve the life and health of the pregnant 
woman.” It also repealed state laws predating Roe v. Wade that had made it a felony to have an abortion 
or to perform one and required that patients under 16 receive counseling about their options. This year, 
Gov. Ned Lamont signed legislation to protect medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal ac-
tions. The same law allows advanced practice registered nurses, nurse-midwives or physician assistants 
to perform aspiration abortions in the first 12 weeks of a pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, a Democrat, has vowed to 
challenge any attempt to nullify Connecticut’s abortion rights law. “Let’s not mince words. They will come 
for us,” Tong warned abortion rights supporters during a recent news conference. “We will fight that effort 
tooth-and-nail. Any court, any place, Connecticut will be there and will fight.” The state is already involved 
in major abortion cases across the country. And while Connecticut is surrounded by mostly pro-abortion 
states, it’s still bracing for out-of-state patients seeking abortions now that Roe has been overturned.

What’s next: Connecticut’s new law protecting abortion providers from other states’ bans takes effect 
on July 1. It creates a legal cause of action for providers and others sued in another state, enabling them 
to recover certain legal costs. It also limits the governor’s discretion to extradite someone accused of 
performing an abortion, as well as participation by Connecticut courts and agencies in those lawsuits. 
There’s discussion of possibly amending the state’s constitution to enshrine the right to abortion, making 
it more difficult to overturn, but that would be a multi-year process.

___
DELAWARE
Political control: Democrats control the governor’s office and both chambers of the legislature in Delaware 

and have taken several steps to ensure access to abortion.
Background: In 2017, Delaware became the first state following the election of President Donald Trump 

to codify the right to an abortion. A bill signed by Gov. John Carney, a Catholic, guarantees the unfettered 
right to an abortion before a fetus is deemed “viable.” The law defines viability as the point in a pregnancy 
when, in a physician’s “good faith medical judgment,” there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus can 
survive outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures. The law also allows 
abortion after fetal viability if, in a doctor’s “good faith medical judgment,” abortion is necessary for the 
protection of the woman’s life or health, or if there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus cannot survive 
without extraordinary medical measures. The law eliminated existing code restrictions on abortions, much 
of which had already been declared unenforceable by Delaware’s attorney general in 1973 following the 
Supreme Court rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In April of this year, Carney signed a bill allowing 
physician assistants and advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe abortion-inducing medications 
including mifepristone and misoprostol.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “In Delaware, the privacy protections of Roe v. Wade are codified in state 
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law, guaranteeing residents have access to legal abortion services even if Roe were to be undone at the 
federal level,” Democratic lawmakers noted earlier this month in unveiling legislation further broadening 
access to abortions. The bill, which is likely to pass before the end of June, allows physician assistants, 
certified nurse practitioners and nurse midwifes to perform abortions before viability. It also includes vari-
ous legal protections for abortion providers and patients, including out-of-state residents receiving abor-
tions in Delaware. Those provisions include protections from civil actions in other states relating to the 
termination of a pregnancy, and protecting individuals from extradition to other states for criminal charges 
related to terminating a pregnancy.

What’s next: According to state health officials, 2,042 abortions were performed in Delaware in 2019, 
with 1,765 involving Delaware residents and 277 involving nonresidents. Delaware is not likely to see a 
huge influx of women traveling from out of state to get abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned, given that 
neighboring Maryland and New Jersey also have liberal abortion-access laws. In neighboring Pennsylvania, 
where Republicans control both chambers of the Legislature, future abortion access could hinge on the 
outcome of this year’s gubernatorial contest.

___
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Political control: The local government in the nation’s capital is completely controlled by Democrats, with 

a Democratic mayor and the D.C. Council split between Democrats and nominal independent politicians, 
who are all, invariably, Democrats.

Background: Abortion is legal in the District of Columbia at all stages of pregnancy, a status that was 
upheld in the 1971 Supreme Court case United States v. Vuitch. However, the U.S. Congress has oversight 
power over D.C. laws and Congress has already banned the city from using local funds to pay for abor-
tions for women on Medicaid.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Elected officials in Washington, D.C., fear Congress could move to restrict 
abortion access, particularly if Republicans recapture the House of Representatives in midterm elections 
later this year. President Joe Biden could theoretically veto such a move, but that protection is subject to 
political calculations and is not guaranteed.

What’s next: Local officials have pledged defiance against any sort of Congressional move to restrict 
local abortion access. The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would declare Washington, D.C., a 
“sanctuary city” for those coming from states where abortion is banned. According to federal data, most 
of the women getting abortions in Washington already are coming from out of state. Those numbers 
could increase, particularly if new Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin moves to restrict abortion access in 
neighboring Virginia.

___
FLORIDA
Political control: Republicans control both chambers of the Florida Legislature and this year passed a ban 

on abortions after 15 weeks, which was signed into law by the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Abortion was legal in Florida until the 24th week of pregnancy, though lawmakers have 

been tightening access in recent years with bills requiring a one-day waiting period and requiring parents 
of a pregnant minor to be notified before an abortion can be provided. This year, in anticipation of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, the Legislature passed a ban on abortions after 
the 15th week, except to save the mother’s life, prevent serious injury or if the fetus has a fatal abnor-
mality. It does not allow for exemptions in cases where pregnancies were caused by rape or incest. Gov. 
Ron DeSantis called the legislation “the most significant protections for life that have been enacted in this 
state in a generation.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision places Florida’s 15-week ban on firm legal ground, at least 
under federal law. However, the legislation is already being challenged in state court on arguments that 
it violates a guarantee of the right to privacy under the state constitution.

What’s next: Florida’s 15-week ban goes into effect on July 1, but challenges to that legislation are pend-
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ing. Though only about 2% of Florida’s abortions take place after 15th week, abortion rights advocates 
have expressed concern over declining access to the procedure not only for Floridians but for residents 
from nearby Southern states where restrictions have historically been stricter than in Florida.

___
GEORGIA
Political control: Georgia has a Republican legislature and governor who support abortion restrictions, 

but all are up for election this November. Republicans are likely to retain legislative control, but there’s a 
possibility a Democrat could become governor.

Background: Georgia lawmakers in 2019 passed a law by one vote that would ban most abortions after 
about six weeks of pregnancy, when fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The measure is unlike other 
“heartbeat” bills in that it also contains language designating a fetus as a person for certain state-law 
purposes such as income tax deductions and child support. The measure is on hold before the U.S. 11th 
Circuit Court of Appeals awaiting a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in the Mississippi case.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 11th Circuit is likely to allow the six-week ban to take effect relatively 
quickly, having already heard oral arguments in the case, although there could be fresh legal challenges. 
That would ban the large majority of abortions that currently take place in Georgia – about 87% according 
to providers. The change could happen in the middle of tightly contested races in Georgia for governor and 
U.S. Senate. Democratic U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock and challenger for governor Stacey Abrams say they 
want to secure abortion rights. Republican Senate challenger Herschel Walker and incumbent Republican 
Gov. Brian Kemp support restrictions.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers and candidates want Georgia to go further and ban abortion 
entirely, but Kemp is unlikely to call a special session before this November’s general election. Lawmakers 
are likely to consider further action when they return for their annual session in January. The Legislature 
or courts will have to sort out whether the provisions designating a fetus as a person are workable.

___
HAWAII
Political control: Hawaii’s governor is a Democrat and Democrats control more than 90% of the seats in 

the state House and Senate.
Background: Hawaii legalized abortion in 1970, when it became the first state in the nation to allow the 

procedure at a woman’s request. The state allows abortion until a fetus would be viable outside the womb. 
After that, it’s legal if a patient’s life or health is in danger. For many years, only licensed physicians could 
perform the procedure. Last year, the state enacted a law allowing advanced practice care nurses to carry 
out in-clinic abortions during the first trimester. This helps women on more rural islands who have been 
flying to Honolulu to obtain abortions because of doctor shortages in their communities. The law allows 
the nurses to prescribe medication to end a pregnancy and to perform aspiration abortion, a type of minor 
surgery during which a vacuum is used to empty a woman’s uterus.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Existing Hawaii law allows abortions, but Gary Yamashiroya, a spokes-
person for the state attorney general’s office, has said the attorney general was carefully considering 
measures Hawaii might take to protect and strengthen reproductive rights if Roe ended. “No matter the 
outcome, our state remains committed to reproductive freedom and choice,” he said.

What’s next: Political support for abortion rights is strong. Anti-abortion bills are rarely heard at the 
state Legislature. When they have been, they haven’t made it out of committee. Gov. David Ige issued 
a statement supporting abortion rights when the Supreme Court’s draft opinion overturning Roe leaked. 
“No matter what the Supreme Court decides, I will fight to ensure a woman’s right to choose in the State 
of Hawaii,” he said. The Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women earlier this month said 72% of 
the state Senate and 53% of state House members signed a pledge supporting abortion rights.

___
IDAHO
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in the House and Senate and oppose access to abor-

tion, as does the state’s Republican governor.
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Background: Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, Idaho passed a law gener-

ally allowing abortions in the first and second trimester up to viability at about 23 to 24 weeks. The law 
allows abortions after viability only to protect the mother’s life or in cases of nonviable fetuses. This year, 
lawmakers passed a Texas-style ban prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy and autho-
rizing family members to sue medical providers for performing an abortion. That law is on hold following 
a challenge by Planned Parenthood. The Idaho Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in August.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It triggers a 2020 Idaho law banning all abortions except in cases of re-
ported rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life, to take effect in 30 days. Under the law, the person 
performing the abortion could face a felony prosecution punishable by up to five years in prison. In cases 
of rape or incest, the law requires pregnant women to file a police report and provide a copy of the report 
to the provider prior to an abortion. If the Idaho Supreme Court upholds the state’s Texas-style abortion 
ban and Roe v. Wade is tossed aside, a medical provider who performs an abortion in Idaho could face a 
lawsuit and criminal charges.

What’s Next: Pregnant women seeking abortions will have to travel out of state; the nearest abortion 
providers would be in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. Planned Parenthood is renting space 
in the town of Ontario on the Idaho-Oregon border and says it’s preparing for an influx of patients seek-
ing abortions. Some Republican lawmakers in Idaho might propose new legislation in January to outlaw 
abortion pills and emergency contraception.

___
ILLINOIS
Political control: Illinois is overwhelmingly Democratic with laws providing greater access to abortion than 

most states. Democrats hold veto-proof supermajorities in the House and Senate, and the Democratic 
first-term governor seeking reelection this year, J.B. Pritzker, has promoted peaceful street protests to 
protect the constitutional right to an abortion.

Background: Abortion is legal in Illinois and can only be restricted after the point of viability, when a fetus 
is considered able to survive outside the womb. Medical science determines viability at 24 to 26 weeks, 
but the Illinois law does not specify a timeframe, saying a medical professional can determine viability in 
each case. Abortions are also allowed after viability to protect the patient’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It won’t change access to abortion in Illinois. After the Roe v. Wade 
decision in 1973, the Illinois Abortion Act of 1975 legalized abortion but enacted a “trigger law” that would 
reinstate the ban if Roe were overturned. That trigger law was repealed in 2017 in legislation that also 
required Medicaid and state employees’ group health insurance to cover abortions. The 2019 Reproductive 
Health Act replaced the 1975 law, large parts of which were never enforced because they were found to 
be unconstitutional.

What’s next: Like other states providing access to abortions, Illinois has seen a steady influx of patients 
crossing the state line for abortions in recent months and those numbers are expected to increase. Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois says it expects to handle an additional 20,000 to 30,000 patients in Illinois in the 
first year following the reversal of Roe.

___
INDIANA
Political control: Indiana has a Republican-dominated Legislature and a Republican governor in favor of 

restricting abortion access.
Background: Abortion in Indiana is legal up to about 20 weeks, with some provisions for medical emer-

gencies. Before an abortion, patients must undergo an 18-hour waiting period. Medical providers must 
tell patients about the risks involved in abortion and must say the fetus can feel pain around 20 weeks, 
which is disputed. Providers must report complications related to abortion; failure to report can result in a 
misdemeanor, 180 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Federal courts have blocked several restrictions in Indiana, 
including an attempt to ban a common second-trimester abortion procedure and a law that would have 
required doctors to tell pregnant women about a disputed treatment to potentially stop a drug-induced 
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abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: No immediate changes are expected, but legislators unwilling to wait 
until the 2023 session could ask Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb to call a special session this summer to start 
modifying the state’s abortion laws.

What’s next: Republican legislative leaders said Friday they expected lawmakers to act on tightening 
Indiana’s abortion laws during a special legislative session starting July 6, but gave no details about what 
restrictions would be considered. Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb earlier this week called the Legislature into 
a special session to take up a tax refund proposal, but state law allows legislators to consider any subject.

___
IOWA
Political control: Iowa’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion ac-

cess and a Republican governor who agrees and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Iowa allows most abortions until the 20th week of pregnancy, when they’re banned ex-

cept to save a patient’s life or prevent a substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily 
function. In 2018, the state Supreme Court declared access to abortion a “fundamental” right under the 
state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the U.S. Constitution. The state’s 
high court, now with a conservative majority, overturned that decision June 17, thus allowing a state law 
requiring a 24-hour waiting period to go into effect immediately. That requirement is being challenged in 
district court.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing is expected to change immediately in Iowa. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature has been working to get an amendment on the ballot in 2024 that would declare the state 
constitution does not grant a right to abortion but, with Roe overturned, Iowa lawmakers can ban abortion 
without completing that lengthy process.

What’s next: Now that the Iowa Supreme Court has struck down its 2018 ruling, the state Legislature 
can convene a special session this summer and pass abortion restrictions. Republicans could still move to 
get the constitutional amendment on a public ballot in 2024.

___
KANSAS
Political control: Kansas has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for re-election this year.
Background: Under current law, Kansas does not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, 

when they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or to prevent “a substantial and irreversible physical 
impairment of a major bodily function.” The state Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abor-
tion is a “fundamental” right under the state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights 
than the U.S. Constitution does currently. State law, however, doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion 
medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Kansas. The state Supreme Court 
blocked enforcement of a 2015 legislative ban on a common second-trimester procedure, and abortion 
opponents fear a host of other rules could fall to legal challenges in the near future. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature responded by putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot during the Aug. 2 primary, when 
turnout is expected to be much lower than in a general election and will likely see a higher proportion of 
Republicans voting. The amendment would declare that the state constitution does not grant a right to 
abortion. It would allow lawmakers to restrict abortion as much as the federal courts will allow -- and to 
ban it if Roe is overturned.

What’s next: If voters approve the amendment, the Legislature would still have to approve the new 
restrictions, and lawmakers are out of session until January 2023. They can call themselves in to special 
session with two-thirds majorities, but they’re likely to wait until after voters decide in the November gen-
eral election whether to give Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly a second term.

___
KENTUCKY
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Political control: Republicans have a supermajority in the Kentucky Legislature and have been restricting 

abortion rights since the 2016 election over the vetoes of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who supports 
abortion rights and will seek a second term in 2023.

Background: Kentucky bans abortions after 20 weeks, but all abortion services were temporarily halted in 
April after the legislature imposed new restrictions and reporting requirements on the state’s two abortion 
clinics. The clinics, both in Louisville, said they suspended abortions because state officials hadn’t written 
guidelines on how to comply with the new law. Noncompliance could result in stiff fines, felony penalties 
and revocation of physician and facility licenses. Abortions resumed after a federal judge temporarily 
blocked key parts of the law, including a provision banning abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion services in Kentucky immediately became illegal under a “trigger 
law” enacted in 2019. The measure contains a narrow exception allowing abortion to prevent the death 
or permanent injury of a pregnant woman. Kentuckians will be able to vote this November on a proposed 
amendment declaring there is no right to an abortion in the state constitution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights activists say the suspension of abortion services in April foreshadowed what 
would happen in Kentucky and other Republican-leaning states if Roe v. Wade was overturned. It likely 
ends several legal challenges pending against other Kentucky abortion laws including a 2018 measure that 
abortion-rights supporters say would effectively ban a standard abortion method in the second trimester 
of pregnancy. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in March that Kentucky’s Republican attorney general, Daniel 
Cameron, can defend the measure that was struck down by lower courts.

___
LOUISIANA
Political control: Louisiana’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion 

access. Its Democratic and Catholic governor also opposes abortions, though he supports exceptions for 
victims of rape or incest.

Background: Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2020 stating that “a right to abortion and 
the funding of abortion shall not be found in the Louisiana Constitution.” Of the about 2 million people 
who voted, 62% approved the amendment. Abortion had been legal in Louisiana through the 19th week 
of pregnancy. After that, it was legal only if the fetus would die anyway or if continuing the pregnancy 
would threaten the mother’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Louisiana has a trigger law that immediately outlaws abortions. There is 
no exception for rape or incest. The only exception is if there is substantial risk of death or impairment to 
the woman. Earlier this week, Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, signed a bill updating various aspects 
of the law and subjecting abortion providers to up to 10 years in prison and fines up to $100,000. Edwards’ 
office said the bill allows the use of emergency contraception “for victims of rape and incest prior to when 
a pregnancy can be clinically diagnosed.

Edwards signed another bill that would require the doctor to certify that a drug used for abortion was 
being prescribed for another medical reason. The bill makes it illegal to deliver abortion medication to a 
state resident “by mail-order, courier, or as a result of a sale made via the internet.”

What’s next: It’s unclear if Louisiana’s three abortion clinics — in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Shreve-
port — must close their doors immediately.

___
MAINE
Political control: Both chambers of the Maine Legislature, which has adjourned, are controlled by Demo-

crats. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has vowed to protect the right to an abortion, saying she will “fight with 
everything I have to protect reproductive rights.”

Background: A Republican governor in 1993 signed a Maine law affirming the right to abortion before 
a fetus is viable. After that, abortion is only allowed if the life or health of the mother is at risk, or if the 
pregnancy is no longer viable. In 2019, lawmakers eliminated a physician-only rule and Mills signed it into 
law, allowing nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other medical professionals to perform abortions.
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Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change in Maine. Any attempt to restrict abortions when 

lawmakers reconvene next year would face fierce pushback. Abortion providers, meanwhile, said there 
could be an influx of patients seeking abortions from states that outlaw the procedure.

What’s next: Any major changes are unlikely unless former Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, unseats 
Mills and Republicans take control of both chambers of the Legislature in November. LePage, a Catholic 
who opposes abortion rights, has said it’s up to lawmakers to address the abortion issue as they see fit.

___
MARYLAND
Political control: Maryland’s legislature is controlled by Democrats who expanded abortion access this year 

by ending a restriction that only physicians can provide them and requiring most insurance plans to cover 
abortion care without cost. The legislature overrode Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of the bill in April.

Background: The right to abortion is protected in Maryland law. The state approved legislation in 1991 to 
protect abortion rights if the Supreme Court should ever restrict access. Voters approved the right in 1992 
with 62% of the vote. Maryland law prohibits restrictions on abortion prior to viability. Maryland does not 
have a gestational limit. After viability, clinicians make the determination, based on clinical standard of care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Maryland law.
What’s next: Maryland’s new law that will enable nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician as-

sistants to provide abortions with training is set to take effect July 1. However, $3.5 million in state fund-
ing to provide training isn’t mandated until fiscal year 2024. Hogan, who is term limited, has indicated he 
will not approve the money sooner. Some nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants 
already have received training on medication abortion and will be able to provide those services starting 
next month.

___
MASSACHUSETTS
Political control: The Democrats who control the Massachusetts Legislature support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor, although they differ on specific policies.
Background: Massachusetts once had a contentious relationship with abortion in part due to the powerful 

influence of the Catholic Church, which opposes abortion. In recent years, that influence has waned and 
Massachusetts has become a strong supporter of abortion rights. In 2018, in anticipation of the conserva-
tive tilt on the U.S. Supreme Court, the state removed an 1845 abortion ban from its books that was not 
enforced. Two years later, Democratic state lawmakers clashed with Republican Gov. Charlie Baker — who 
says he supports abortion rights — over an effort to codify abortion rights into state law, allow abortions 
after 24 weeks of pregnancy in cases where the child would not survive after birth, and lower from 18 to 
16 the age at which women could seek an abortion without consent from a parent or guardian. Lawmak-
ers passed the bill — dubbed the Roe Act — over Baker’s veto.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Baker has vowed to fight to keep abortion legal in Massachusetts, but 
it is his last year in office. Both Democratic candidates for governor — state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and 
Attorney General Maura Healey — support abortion rights. Republican candidate Geoff Diehl said he be-
lieves in “the need to protect human life wherever and whenever possible.” Fellow GOP candidate Chris 
Doughty said he would “not seek any changes to our state’s abortion laws.”

What’s next: There is little chance Massachusetts will restrict abortion rights. Baker signed an executive 
order Friday barring state agencies from assisting another state’s investigation into people or businesses 
for receiving or delivering reproductive health services that are legal in Massachusetts. The state also won’t 
cooperate with extradition requests from states pursuing criminal charges against such individuals. As of 
2017, there were 47 facilities providing abortion in Massachusetts, according to the Guttmacher Institute, 
which supports abortion rights. With Roe v. Wade overturned, it’s unclear how many people will travel 
there from states that ban or restrict abortion.

___
MICHIGAN
Political control: Both chambers of Michigan’s legislature are controlled by Republicans who want to ban 
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or restrict abortion access, but the state’s Democratic governor supports access.

Background: A dormant 1931 law bans nearly all abortions in Michigan but it hasn’t been enforced since 
Roe v. Wade. The law made it a felony to use an instrument or administer any substance with the intent 
to abort a fetus unless necessary to preserve the woman’s life. It has no exceptions in cases of rape and 
incest. Anticipating that Roe could be overturned, Planned Parenthood of Michigan filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging Michigan’s ban. A state judge suspended the law in May, saying it violates the state’s constitution. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, hailed the decision.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The injunction granted in the Planned Parenthood case ensures that 
abortion does not immediately become illegal. Planned Parenthood of Michigan and other supporters hope 
the injunction indicates abortion rights in the state will be preserved. But in a statement to The Associated 
Press, Nessel’s office said “given the ongoing lawsuits, we cannot speculate what the state of abortion 
rights will be in Michigan” after Roe.

What’s next: Whitmer also filed suit asking the state’s Supreme Court to declare the 91-year-old law 
unconstitutional. It has not acted yet. Michigan abortion rights supporters hope to put the issue on ballots 
this fall. Their proposed constitutional amendment would affirm the right to make pregnancy-related deci-
sions without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive services such as birth control. 
The Reproductive Freedom for All committee needs to collect about 425,000 valid voter signatures by July 
11 to make the November ballot. The measure would become law if voters approved it. The issue also is 
expected to shape statewide elections — Whitmer and Nessel are both up for reelection in the fall — and 
legislative races.

___
MINNESOTA
Political control: The Minnesota Legislature is divided; Anti-abortion Republicans control the Senate and 

Democrats have the House, but the majorities are slim in both chambers, so control will be up for grabs 
in the November elections. Most legislative Democrats support abortion rights. Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
has said “no abortion ban will ever become law” while he’s governor. But he faces a challenge this year 
from Republican Scott Jensen, who opposes abortion rights.

Background: Abortion is legal in Minnesota up to the point of fetal viability, around the 24th week of 
pregnancy. The state has some restrictions, including a 24-hour waiting period with state-mandated coun-
seling, both parents generally must be notified prior to a minor getting an abortion, and only physicians 
can perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Minnesota because the state Supreme 
Court ruled in 1995 that the state constitution protects abortion rights. If Republicans take control of 
both chambers, they could put a constitutional amendment on the ballot as soon as 2024 to reverse that 
ruling, but it’s not clear yet if they would take that path. Minnesota governors can’t block constitutional 
amendments with vetoes. But amendments are hard to enact because they require the backing of most 
of the citizens voting in that election, not just those voting on the amendment. Leaving the ballot blank 
counts as a “no.”

What’s next: Providers are preparing for a surge in women coming from other states to get abortions. 
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said before the ruling that 
her organization was “fortifying” its delivery systems, including telemedicine. Dr. Sarah Traxler, the group’s 
medical director, has said demand in Minnesota is expected to rise by up to 25%.

___
MISSISSIPPI
Political control: Republican Gov. Tate Reeves and leaders of the Republican-controlled Mississippi Leg-

islature have been working for years to chip away at abortion access.
Background: Mississippi already had a law banning most abortions at 20 weeks, and the state tried to 

enact a law in 2018 to ban most abortions after 15 weeks. That law is the basis for the case that the Su-
preme Court has now used to overturn Roe v. Wade. A federal district judge blocked Mississippi’s 15-week 



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 29 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
law from taking effect in 2018, and an appeals court agreed. The Supreme Court agreed to take the case 
in 2021. Justices heard arguments in December, with the Mississippi attorney general’s office saying the 
court should overturn Roe v. Wade. Mississippi has one abortion clinic, and it stops offering abortions at 
16 weeks. Reeves was lieutenant governor in 2018, when Mississippi tried to enact the 15-week ban, and 
in 2019, when the state tried to enact a six-week ban. Mississippi law does not allow providers to dispense 
abortion medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
is expected to close within weeks. Mississippi enacted a law in 2007 that would prohibit most abortions 
if Roe v. Wade was overturned. Abortions would still be allowed if the woman’s life is endangered by the 
pregnancy or if the pregnancy was caused by a rape that was reported to law enforcement. Any person 
who knowingly performs or attempts to induce an abortion, except the pregnant woman, could be pun-
ished by up to 10 years in prison.

What’s next: Mississippi’s 2007 law says the state attorney general must publish a notice in a state 
administrative bulletin after the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. Mississippi’s ban on most 
abortions will take effect 10 days after that publication.

___
MISSOURI
Political control: Both GOP Gov. Mike Parson and the Republican-led Legislature support laws against 

abortion.
Background: Missouri law previously allowed abortions up until 22 weeks of pregnancy. But a 2019 state 

law banned abortions “except in cases of medical emergency,” contingent upon the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Under that Missouri law, performing an illegal abortion is a 
felony punishable by 5 to 15 years in prison, though women receiving abortions cannot be prosecuted.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 2019 law contained a provision making it effective upon notification 
by the attorney general, governor or Legislature that the U.S. Supreme Court had overruled Roe v. Wade. 
Moments after Friday’s Supreme Court decision, Attorney General Eric Schmitt and Gov. Mike Parson filed 
the necessary paperwork for Missouri’s law to kick in. State statutes were subsequently updated online 
Friday saying the abortion-ban law had taken effect.

What’s next: Some Missouri residents wanting abortions are likely to travel to neighboring states, includ-
ing Illinois and Kansas. A new Illinois logistics center near St. Louis helps women from out of state find 
travel, lodging and childcare if they need help getting to the area for an abortion, and it connects them 
with funding sources. The Kansas Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a “fundamen-
tal” right under the state constitution. Even without the ban in Missouri, the number of Missouri patients 
seeking abortions in Kansas has gone up in recent years, increasing about 8% from 2020 to 2021.

___
MONTANA
Political control: The Republicans who control the Montana Legislature and Republican Gov. Greg Gian-

forte want to limit access to abortion.
Background: Abortion used to be legal in Montana up until viability, or about 24 weeks of pregnancy, 

but the state Legislature passed a bill in 2020 to reduce that to 20 weeks, arguing that is when the fetus 
can feel pain. That law, along with one that requires chemical abortions to be done with in-person medical 
supervision, are being challenged in court. A state judge temporarily blocked enforcement in October 2021 
while the challenges move through the courts. The state has asked the Montana Supreme Court to vacate 
that injunction and overturn a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion that found the state’s constitutional 
right to privacy guarantees a woman’s access to abortion care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The effect is unclear because of the unresolved legal challenges to the 
2021 state legislation. Montana does not have an abortion ban that was triggered when Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, but the Legislature could seek to further restrict access in the next session.

What’s next: The Montana Supreme Court will issue a decision on the preliminary injunction. The Mon-
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tana Legislature also passed a referendum to ask voters this November whether they support a state 
law to require abortion providers to give lifesaving treatment to a fetus that is born alive after a botched 
abortion. Opponents argue federal law already offers those protections.

___
NEBRASKA
Political control: Nebraska has an officially nonpartisan legislature with a Republican majority, but not 

a super-majority that would let the party unilaterally pass an abortion ban. Democrats appear to have 
enough votes to block such a bill, but just one defector could swing the vote. Nebraska’s Republican gov-
ernor vehemently opposes abortion.

Background: Nebraska allows most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, although a few small 
towns have voted to outlaw the procedure within their borders. The state requires doctors to be physically 
present when patients take the first of two drugs that are used in medication abortions. Lawmakers have 
rejected attempts to allow abortion medications to be administered remotely, which would provide easier 
abortion access in rural areas.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ruling that lets states set their own abortion laws will trigger an im-
mediate push by Nebraska conservatives to ban the procedure, but it’s not clear whether they could do it 
this year. Unlike other conservative states, Nebraska doesn’t have a trigger law that automatically outlaws 
abortion. Gov. Pete Ricketts and other top Republicans have said they’ll seek a special legislative session, 
but it’s not clear whether they have enough votes to pass anything.

What’s next: If Ricketts calls a special session, attention will likely shift to state Sen. Justin Wayne, an 
Omaha Democrat who has declined to specify where he stands on abortion. Wayne was notably absent 
from a vote on the issue this year; his support would give Republicans the super-majority they need to 
enact a ban. He has struck deals with senators from both parties in the past. If a proposed abortion ban 
fails during a special session or if no special session is called, the issue will likely become a factor in the 
November election.

___
NEVADA
Political control: Nevada’s governor and state attorney general are Democrats who are up for reelection 

this year. Democrats control the state Senate and Assembly.
Background: Nevada voters enshrined the right to abortion in the state constitution in 1990. The law says 

a pregnancy can be terminated during the first 24 weeks, and after that to preserve the life or health of 
the pregnant person. It would take another statewide vote to change or repeal the law. Most Republican 
candidates for Congress, governor, state attorney general and other statewide posts say they oppose 
abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “Here in Nevada, overturning Roe would not be felt immediately,” state 
Attorney General Aaron Ford said in a position paper released after the draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
became public. Ford noted that a federal ban on abortion would supersede state law and said it would be 
naive not to recognize that some people want to ban abortions or make them more difficult to obtain. But 
he said his office will fight “attacks on abortion rights, rights to birth control access and rights for LGTBQ 
people.” Gov. Steve Sisolak promised in a statement to “continue to protect reproductive freedom.”

What’s next: Anti-abortion advocates are not expected to focus on trying to repeal Nevada’s abortion law. 
But they will seek laws affecting waiting periods, mandatory counseling or requiring parental notification 
or consent. Melissa Clement, executive director of Nevada Right to Life, said she believes there is strong 
support for parental involvement.

___
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Political control: New Hampshire has a Republican governor and the GOP controls the 424-member 

Legislature. All face reelection this fall.
Background: Any abortion restrictions New Hampshire had on the books before Roe v. Wade were not 



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 31 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
enforced after the landmark 1973 ruling, and they were repealed altogether in 1997. The state had no 
restrictions until January, when a ban on abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy was enacted. In June, an 
exemption was added for cases in which the fetus has been diagnosed with “abnormalities incompatible 
with life.” Anticipating the Supreme Court action, Democrats this year tried unsuccessfully to enshrine 
abortion rights into state law and the state constitution. Gov. Chris Sununu calls himself pro-choice and 
says he is committed to upholding Roe v. Wade, but he also has boasted “I’ve done more on the pro-life 
issue than anyone.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in New Hampshire. The Legislature 
won’t return until fall, when there will be a one-day session to take up vetoed bills, and it would take a 
two-thirds majority vote to introduce new legislation then.

What’s next: The majority leader of the New Hampshire House has said the public should not expect 
Republicans in the Legislature to further tighten state abortion laws. But anti-abortion lawmakers who 
have filed bills in the past are expected to try again.

___
NEW JERSEY
Political control: Democrats control both houses of the state Legislature and the governorship. Gov. Phil 

Murphy started his second consecutive term this year.
Background: Murphy ran for reelection on the promise that he would sign legislation to enshrine abortion 

rights into state law, and he fulfilled that promise in January. The measure also guaranteed the right to 
contraception and the right to carry a pregnancy to term. It stopped short of requiring insurance coverage 
for abortions, something advocates had sought. Instead, it authorizes the state Banking and Insurance 
Department to study the issue and possibly adopt regulations if a need is discovered. Under Murphy’s 
predecessor, Republican Chris Christie, state funds to women’s clinics, including Planned Parenthood, were 
slashed. Murphy restored those and has been a strong supporter of abortion rights. New Jersey doesn’t 
have any significant restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent or a mandatory waiting period.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Officials, including the governor, have said the end of Roe would not lead 
to any rollback of abortion services in the state. “Instead of hoping for the best, we prepared ourselves 
for the worst,” Murphy said in May, addressing reports of a leaked draft of a Supreme Court ruling

What’s next: Murphy has proposed a host of new abortion-related measures, but the Legislature has not 
taken them up yet. One aims to let a wider range of medical providers perform the most common type of 
abortion. Another would create a fund so advanced practice registered nurses, physician’s assistants and 
certified nurse midwives can provide abortion services. The source and amount of funding wasn’t defined. 
Another proposed measure would mandate that insurance providers cover abortions without cost-sharing 
or out-of-pocket expenses.

___
NEW MEXICO
Political control: The Democrats who control the New Mexico Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor. Several conservative Democratic state senators who voted against 
the repeal of the abortion ban in 2019 were ousted from office in 2020 by more socially progressive pri-
mary challengers.

Background: In 2021, state lawmakers repealed a dormant 1969 statute that outlawed most abortion 
procedures as felonies, thus ensuring access to abortion even after the federal court rolled back guaran-
tees. Albuquerque is home to one of only a few independent clinics in the country that perform abortions 
in the third trimester without conditions. An abortion clinic in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, is just a mile from 
the state line with Texas and caters to patients from El Paso, western Texas and Arizona.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change in New Mexico now that the high 
court has overturned Roe v. Wade. It is unclear if Democrats, who control the state Legislature, will pur-
sue additional guarantees to abortion access when lawmakers convene in January. Possible avenues of 
legislative reform include enshrining abortion rights in the state constitution, which requires approval by 
voters. Abortion rights activists say the state’s equal rights amendment could be harnessed to guide more 
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public funding for abortion-related programs. Raúl Torrez, the district attorney in Albuquerque and the 
Democratic nominee for attorney general, is urging lawmakers to take further steps to protect access to 
abortions, including protections for women coming from other states. The state Republican Party said it’s 
time to elect more anti-abortion candidates to the Legislature.

What’s next: The state can expect to continue to see a steady influx of people seeking abortions from 
neighboring states with more restrictive abortion laws. It already hosts patients from Texas and Oklahoma 
where among the strictest abortion bans in the country were introduced this year.

___
NEW YORK
Political control: The Democrats who control the New York Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in New York state since a 1970 law was passed by the Republican-

controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. The law allows abortions within 
the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or to preserve the mother’s life. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act removed 
abortion from the state’s criminal code, codified Roe v. Wade and allowed abortions after 24 weeks if a 
fetus isn’t viable or to protect the mother’s life or health. Lawmakers have passed laws extending legal 
protections for people seeking and providing abortions in New York.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Roe v. Wade protections are enshrined in state law. New York is plan-
ning to give abortion providers $35 million this year to expand services and boost security in anticipation 
of an influx of out-of-state people seeking abortions once any ruling comes down. It’s unclear how many 
more people from neighboring states could travel to New York to receive abortion care. New York had 252 
facilities providing abortions as of 2017, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization 
that supports abortion rights.

What’s next: Planned Parenthood and civil liberty groups are urging lawmakers to start the process of 
passing a constitutional amendment protecting access to abortion care in case a future Legislature repeals 
the state law.

___
NORTH CAROLINA
Political control: Republicans hold majorities in the state House and Senate, but the party lacks the 

margins to defeat a veto by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, a strong abortion-rights supporter. Since 2017, 
Cooper has vetoed a “born-alive” abortion measure and a bill prohibiting abortion based on race or a 
Down syndrome diagnosis. He can’t seek reelection in 2024 due to term limits.

Background: A 1973 North Carolina law that banned most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy is 
currently unenforceable after federal judges struck it down as unconstitutional in 2019 and 2021. Instead, 
abortions can be performed until fetal viability. A state law approved in 2015 provides for post-viability 
abortions only in a “medical emergency,” which means the woman would die or face a “serious risk” of 
substantial and irreversible physical impairment without the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 20-week ban could be 
restored. Legal experts say formal action would have to be taken to cancel the earlier court rulings striking 
it down. Republican legislative leaders late Friday asked state Attorney General Josh Stein, a Democrat 
and abortion rights supporter whose agency’s lawyers defended the 20-week law, to act. Otherwise, they 
said they would seek to intervene.

What’s next: Republican General Assembly leaders don’t plan to consider additional abortion restrictions 
during the soon-to-end legislative session, meaning a likely intensification of electoral efforts to gain the 
five additional seats the GOP needs to reach veto-proof margins come 2023. Cooper and other Democrats 
already are making abortion rights a key campaign pitch. Abortion politics are also expected to figure in 
two state Supreme Court seat elections in November. Republicans would gain a majority on the court if 
they win at least one of them.

___
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NORTH DAKOTA
Political control: North Dakota has a legislature dominated by Republicans who want to ban abortion, 

and the GOP governor had hoped to see Roe v. Wade wiped off the books in favor of state’s rights.
Background: The state has passed some of the nation’s strictest abortion laws, including one that would 

have banned abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which can happen before a woman knows 
she is pregnant. The law never took effect because the state’s lone abortion clinic successfully challenged 
it in court. One failed Republican proposal would have charged abortion providers with murder with a 
maximum sentence of life in prison.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: North Dakota has a trigger law that will shut down the state’s sole 
abortion clinic in Fargo after 30 days. That 2007 state law makes it a felony to perform an abortion un-
less necessary to prevent the pregnant woman’s death or in cases of rape or incest. Violators could be 
punished with a five-year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine.

What’s next: The owner and operator of the Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo said she would explore 
all legal options to ensure abortion services are available in North Dakota. Should that fail, clinic leader 
Tammi Kromenaker plans to move across the river to Moorhead, Minnesota, where abortion has not been 
outlawed. Planned Parenthood says it can provide abortions in Moorhead until Kromenaker gets up and 
running.

___
OHIO
Political control: The Ohio Legislature is controlled by Republicans who support restricting or banning 

abortions, and the Republican governor backs those efforts. He is up for reelection this year against a 
former mayor who supports abortion rights.

Background: Before Friday’s ruling, Ohio did not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy; 
after that they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or when their health is seriously compromised. But 
the state imposes a host of other restrictions, including parental consent for minors, a required ultrasound, 
and in-person counseling followed by a 24-hour waiting period. Abortions are prohibited for the reason of 
a fetal Down syndrome diagnosis. Ohio also limits the public funding of abortions to cases of rape, incest 
or endangerment of the patient’s life. It limits public employees’ abortion-related insurance coverage and 
coverage through health plans offered in the Affordable Care Act health exchange to those same scenarios. 
Clinics providing abortions must comply with a host of regulations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal heartbeat became 
the law in Ohio hours after the ruling. Enforcement of Ohio’s 2019 “heartbeat” ban had been on hold for 
nearly three years under a federal court injunction. The state attorney general, Republican Dave Yost, 
asked for that to be dissolved because of the high court’s ruling, and U.S. Judge Michael Barrett agreed 
hours later.

Two trigger bills are on hold in the Legislature, but a key legislative leader has said he anticipates need-
ing to write new legislation after the decision is reversed that more carefully reflects the actual ruling. 
That all but certainly would not happen until lawmakers return to the capital after the November election.

What’s next: Activists are considering how to help Ohioans get abortions elsewhere. They may also 
mount a statewide ballot initiative that would embed the right to an abortion in the state constitution, 
though that could not happen before next year. Abortion opponents are weighing strategies for imposing 
a statewide abortion ban.

___
OKLAHOMA
Political control: Republicans in Oklahoma have a supermajority in both chambers of the Legislature and 

a Republican governor up for reelection this year who has vowed to sign “every pro-life legislation that 
came across my desk.”

Background: Abortion services were halted in Oklahoma in May after Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a bill that 
prohibits all abortions with few exceptions. The ban is enforced by civil lawsuits rather than criminal pros-
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ecution. Republican lawmakers have been pushing to restrict abortion in the state for decades, passing 
81 different restrictions since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It will have little practical effect given that abortions are no longer be-
ing provided in Oklahoma. Oklahoma also has a “trigger law” that outlawed abortion as soon as Roe was 
overturned.

What’s next: Given the fierce opposition to abortion from the governor and Legislature, Oklahoma will 
continue to prohibit the practice if states are given the option to do so. Meanwhile, abortion providers who 
had been operating in the state are taking steps to help patients seek abortions out of state, including 
coordinating funding for these women and developing a referral network of therapists to help address 
complications before or after a woman receives an abortion.

___
OREGON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Oregon Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: The Oregon Legislature passed a bill legalizing abortion in 1969. In 2017, Gov. Kate Brown 

signed into law a bill expanding health care coverage for reproductive services, including abortions, to 
thousands of Oregonians, regardless of income, citizenship status or gender identity. Oregon does not 
have any major abortion restrictions and it is legal at all stages of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The Guttmacher Institute has estimated that Oregon will experience a 
234% increase in women seeking abortions arriving from out of state, especially from Idaho. In March, 
Oregon lawmakers approved $15 million to expand abortion availability and pay for abortions and support 
services such as travel and lodgings for residents and out-of-state patients.

What’s next: Brown said after the draft Supreme Court decision was leaked that access to abortion is a 
fundamental right and that she will fight to ensure access to abortion continues to be protected by state 
law in Oregon. Democratic state lawmakers recently formed the Reproductive Health and Access to Care 
Work Group of providers, clinics, community organizations and legislators that will make recommenda-
tions for the 2023 legislative session and beyond. Recommendations may include proposals to protect, 
strengthen, and expand equitable access to all forms of reproductive care.

___
PENNSYLVANIA
Political control: Republicans who control the Pennsylvania Legislature are hostile to abortion rights, but 

the state’s Democratic governor is a strong supporter and has vetoed three GOP-penned bills in five years 
that would have added restrictions beyond the state’s 24-week limit. The race for governor this year could 
tilt that balance.

Background: Abortion is legal in Pennsylvania under decades of state law, including a 1989 law that was 
challenged all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. That produced the landmark Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey ruling that affirmed the high court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion nationwide, 
but also allowed states to put certain limits on abortion access.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Gov. Tom Wolf has vowed to protect access to abortion for the remainder 
of his time in office, through January. Running to replace him is the state’s Democratic attorney general, 
Josh Shapiro, who supports abortion rights, and Republican state Sen. Doug Mastriano, who has said 
he supports banning abortion altogether, with no exceptions. The Legislature is expected to remain in 
Republican hands next year.

What’s next: Legislation to outlaw abortion after the detection of a fetal heartbeat — which can happen 
at six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant — has passed a House committee and is 
awaiting a floor vote. The state Supreme Court is considering a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood and 
other abortion providers aiming to overturn a 1982 law that bans the use of state dollars for abortion, 
except in cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. In response, Republican lawmakers are 
advancing a proposed amendment that would declare there is no constitutional right to an abortion in 
Pennsylvania or to public funding for an abortion.
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___
RHODE ISLAND
Political control: The Democrats who control Rhode Island’s General Assembly support access to abor-

tion, as does the Democratic governor.
Background: Rhode Island’s governor signed legislation in 2019 to enshrine abortion protections in case 

the U.S. Supreme Court overturned its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade. The law says the state will not re-
strict the right to an abortion prior to fetal viability or after if necessary to protect the health or life of the 
pregnant woman. It repealed older laws deemed unconstitutional by the courts. The Rhode Island Supreme 
Court upheld the 2019 law in May, just two days after the Supreme Court draft opinion was leaked sug-
gesting that a majority of the justices were prepared to overturn Roe. Abortion opponents had argued 
the law violates the state constitution. In 2020, there were 2,611 abortions in Rhode Island, according to 
the state health department.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Rhode Island’s attorney general believes the 2019 Reproductive Privacy 
Act will continue to protect access to abortion. Planned Parenthood Votes! Rhode Island also said abortion 
will remain legal regardless of the decision because the right was codified in state law.

What’s next: It’s possible Rhode Island may need to act to protect abortion access for non-resident 
patients, but that cannot be debated in the legislature until next year’s legislative session. Lawmakers may 
consider requests for abortion coverage to be added to Rhode Island’s Medicaid program and insurance 
coverage for state employees.

___
SOUTH CAROLINA
Political control: South Carolina has a Republican governor, and its General Assembly is dominated by the 

GOP. However, the party doesn’t quite have the two-thirds majority in either chamber needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles or a veto if a Democrat wins the 2022 gubernatorial election.

Background: In 2021, South Carolina passed the “Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” that 
requires doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect a fetal heartbeat if they think a pregnant woman is at 
least eight weeks along. If they find a heartbeat, they can only perform an abortion if the woman’s life is in 
danger, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law is currently tied up in a federal lawsuit.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now the U.S. Supreme Court has overturned Roe v. Wade, the 2021 law 
likely will go into effect. If the court’s ruling is less expansive, then the state’s current ban on abortion after 
the 20th week of pregnancy will remain while the 2021 law continues through the federal court system.

What’s next: The South Carolina General Assembly’s regular session ended in May, but Republican 
leaders agreed they could return for a special session to take up more restrictive abortion bills if the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Some Republicans in the Legislature have opposed a complete 
abortion ban, especially without exceptions for victims of rape and incest.

___
SOUTH DAKOTA
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in both Statehouse chambers. Republican Gov. Kristi 

Noem is up for reelection this year and has been an ardent opponent of abortion rights.
Background: Under current law, South Dakota bans abortions after the 22nd week of pregnancy. The 

state has only one clinic that regularly provides abortions, a Planned Parenthood facility in Sioux Falls. 
The legislature has worked over the years to make it more difficult for women to get abortions, passing 
mandatory waiting periods and requiring them to review and sign paperwork that discourages them from 
ending their pregnancies.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: South Dakota has a trigger law that immediately banned abortions except 
if the life of the pregnant woman is at risk.

What’s next: Noem has said she planned to call a special session to craft laws for the new legal land-
scape if Roe v. Wade was overturned. She hasn’t commented on specific legislation, but lawmakers have 
floated proposals that would make it more difficult for women to seek an abortion out of state. However, 
South Dakota voters rejected outright bans in 2006 and 2008, and abortion rights advocates are preparing 
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for a similar referendum on abortion access. An outright ban on abortions could eventually be challenged 
through a citizen-initiated ballot measure.

___
TENNESSEE
Political control: Tennessee has a Republican governor who is consistently vocal about his opposition to 

abortion. The GOP holds a supermajority in the state legislature and has steadily chipped away at abor-
tion access.

Background: In 2020, Tennessee passed a law banning most abortions when the fetal heartbeat can be 
detected at about six weeks, before many women know they’re pregnant. The measure has never been 
enforced because it was promptly blocked by a federal court. Tennessee voters approved an amendment 
in 2014 declaring that the state’s constitution doesn’t protect or secure the right to abortion or require the 
funding of an abortion, and empowering state lawmakers to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding 
abortion.” State law also doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine 
consultations. There are six abortion providers in Tennessee.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Thirty days after the decision, a so-called trigger law will go into effect 
that bans all abortions in Tennessee except when necessary to prevent death or “serious risk of substan-
tial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors could be charged with a felony for 
providing an abortion under this law.

What’s next: It’s unclear if the trigger law conflicts with the 2020 law banning most abortions at about six 
weeks. The state’s attorney general, a Republican, has not publicly weighed in. Meanwhile, Republicans are 
expected to continue to have supermajority control after this year’s midterm elections. Reproductive rights 
activists say they will direct patients seeking abortion to clinics in Illinois if Roe v. Wade is overturned, or 
to Florida, which would ban abortions at 15 weeks. North Carolina and Virginia could also be options for 
women in eastern Tennessee.

___
TEXAS
Political control: The GOP has commanding majorities in the Texas Legislature and has controlled every 

statewide office for nearly 30 years. Republican Gov. Greg Abbott is up for reelection in November and 
is favored to win a third term.

Background: Texas has given the nation a preview of the landscape of abortion access without the protec-
tions enshrined in Roe v. Wade. A new Texas law banning most abortions after about six weeks — before 
many women know they are pregnant — took effect in September and makes no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. Because of how Republicans wrote the law, which is enforceable only through lawsuits 
filed by private citizens against doctors or anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion, Texas has es-
sentially outmaneuvered decades of Supreme Court precedent governing a women’s constitutional right 
to an abortion. State data shows the number of abortions performed in Texas’ roughly two dozen clinics 
fell by half in the five months after the law came into effect compared to the same period a year earlier.

Effect of the Supreme Court ruling: Texas had more than 40 abortion clinics in 2012 before a decade 
of Republicans chipping away at abortion access began forcing providers to close. Without Roe v. Wade, 
Texas plans to ban virtually all abortions 30 days after the Supreme Court issues its judgment in the case, 
which could take about a month. Abortions would only be allowed when the patient’s life is in danger or 
if they are at risk of “substantial impairment of a major bodily function.”

What’s next: Many Texas women have already traveled out of state for abortions since the law took 
effect, but they would likely have to travel much farther now that Roe is overturned as more states out-
law abortion. Some Republican lawmakers also want to punish companies that help their Texas-based 
employees get abortions elsewhere, although it’s unclear how much support that idea will have when the 
Legislature returns in 2023.

___
UTAH
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Political control: Utah is deeply conservative and the Legislature is controlled by a Republican superma-

jority.
Background: The state has been restricting abortion for years, including a ban after 18 weeks passed in 

2019 that’s now blocked in court. The following year, lawmakers passed a “trigger law” that would outlaw 
nearly all abortions if Roe v. Wade was overturned.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The trigger law banning nearly all abortions became enforceable Friday 
evening, after the legislative general counsel certified the Supreme Court ruling to lawmakers. It does have 
narrow exceptions for rape and incest if those crimes are reported to law enforcement, and for serious 
risk to the life or health of the mother, as well as confirmed lethal birth defects.

What’s next: Utah law makes performing an abortion a felony punishable by up to 15 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. While it’s aimed primarily at providers, lawmakers have acknowledged that a woman 
who self-administers an abortion, including through medication, could potentially face charges.

___
VERMONT
Political control: The Vermont Legislature is controlled by Democrats, but Republican Gov. Phil Scott is 

a firm supporter of abortion rights.
Background: Vermont has a 2019 law guaranteeing the right to an abortion and voters will consider a 

proposal in November to amend the state constitution to protect abortion rights. Also in 2019, the Ver-
mont Legislature began the process of amending the constitution to protect abortion rights, known as the 
Reproductive Liberty Amendment or Proposition 5. Vermont’s proposed amendment does not contain the 
word “abortion.” Proponents say that’s because it’s not meant to authorize only abortion but also would 
guarantee other reproductive rights such as the right to get pregnant or access birth control. Opponents 
say vague wording could have unintended consequences that could play out for years. Lawmakers ap-
proved the proposed amendment in February, leading the way for a statewide vote.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Vermont.
What’s next: Vermont voters will cast ballots in November to decide if the state will amend its constitu-

tion to protect abortion rights.
___
VIRGINIA
Political control: Virginia has a Republican governor who says he would support new state-level restric-

tions on abortion. Gov. Glenn Youngkin said Friday that he will seek legislation to ban most abortions after 
15 weeks. Youngkin told The Washington Post he has asked four antiabortion Republican lawmakers to 
draft the legislation. He told the Post that a cutoff at 20 weeks might be necessary to build consensus in 
the divided Virginia legislature, where Republicans control the House and Democrats control the Senate. 
Youngkin generally supports exceptions to abortion restrictions in cases of rape, incest or when the life 
of the mother is in danger.

Background: In recent years, when Democrats were in full control of state government, lawmakers rolled 
back abortion restrictions. They ended strict building code requirements on facilities where abortions are 
performed and did away with requirements that a patient seeking an abortion undergo a 24-hour waiting 
period and ultrasound. Advocates said the changes would make Virginia a haven for abortion access in 
the South. Republican victories in the November elections shook up the state’s political landscape, but 
Senate Democrats defeated several measures that would have limited abortion access during the 2022 
legislative session.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change to abortion laws in Virginia now that 
Roe v. Wade has been overturned. Some abortion providers expect to see an uptick in patients seeking 
care in Virginia from neighboring states with “trigger laws” that would ban abortion.

What’s next: The future of abortion access is Virginia is murky. Senate Democrats say they intend to 
continue blocking attempts to roll back abortion access, though they control the chamber by the narrow-
est possible margin and have one caucus member who personally opposes abortion and says he is open 
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to new restrictions. Republicans also have a narrow hold on the House, with several moderate members. 
Every seat in the General Assembly will be on the ballot in 2023.

___
WASHINGTON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Washington Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. An-

other ballot measure approved by voters in 1991 declared a woman’s right to choose physician-performed 
abortion prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe 
v. Wade was overturned. And in 2018, the Legislature passed a measure that would require Washington 
insurers offering maternity care to also cover elective abortions and contraception. Earlier this year, Gov. 
Jay Inslee signed a measure that grants specific statutory authorization for physician assistants, advanced 
registered nurse practitioners and other providers acting within their scope of practice to perform abortions. 
Supporters say the move is designed to help meet the demand from the potential influx of out-of-state 
patients. That same measure also prohibits legal action by Washington state against people seeking an 
abortion and those who aid them.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state “will use every available tool to protect and preserve Washing-
tonians’ fundamental right to choose, and protect the rights of anyone who wants to come here to access 
reproductive health care,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a Democrat. Data from the Washington 
state Department of Health from 2020 shows that of the 16,909 abortions performed in the state that 
year, 852 involved non-residents. The majority of those people came from neighboring states such as 
Idaho and Oregon.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more non-resident patients will potentially seek care in 
Washington now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, but the increase will likely be in the thousands, 
said Jennifer Allen, CEO of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The state has more than 30 in-person 
abortion clinics, though the vast majority are in western Washington along the Interstate 5 corridor.

___
WEST VIRGINIA
Political control: West Virginia has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict 

access to abortions. Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, opposes abortion access and has signed two anti-
abortion laws since taking office in 2017.

Background: West Virginia currently bans abortion after the 20th week of pregnancy unless a patient’s 
life is in danger, or they face “substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function.” 
Patients seeking abortions must wait 24 hours after undergoing legislatively mandated counseling designed 
to discourage abortions. A minor who wants an abortion must obtain parental permission. The use of 
telemedicine to administer a medication abortion is outlawed. The state also bars patients from getting 
abortions because they believe their child will be born with a disability. The House of Delegates this year 
passed a 15-week abortion ban, but it died in the Senate.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It’s unclear what the effect the ruling will have on abortion access in 
West Virginia. The state has had a law banning abortion on the books since 1848; Under that law, provid-
ers who perform abortions can face felony charges and three to 10 years in prison, unless the abortion is 
conducted to save a patient’s life. In 2018, West Virginia voters approved a constitutional amendment to 
declare patients do not have the right to abortion and banning state funding for abortions.

What’s next: West Virginia lawmakers could introduce new legislation restricting abortion access when 
they return to the Capitol in January, but they could return sooner if called into a special session. West 
Virginia only has one clinic that performs abortions. Women’s Health Center of West Virginia Executive 
Director Katie Quinonez said if abortion access is outlawed, the clinic will continue to provide reproductive 
care, such as birth control and STI diagnosis and treatment. She said the clinic will help women travel to 
other states for abortions through its abortion fund.

___
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WISCONSIN
Political control: Wisconsin has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Wisconsin has allowed most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy to save the health 

or life of the mother. A woman seeking an abortion must meet with a counselor and doctor before ob-
taining an abortion and wait at least 24 hours before having it done. Anyone under age 18 must have an 
adult relative over age 25 with them to obtain an abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, it is presumed that a state 
law passed in 1849 making an abortion a felony offense could go into effect, and doctors have halted 
procedures. However, Wisconsin’s Democratic attorney general argues that the law is so old that it’s unen-
forceable. The language allows a woman to legally destroy her own fetus or embryo and grants immunity 
if an abortion is needed to save a woman’s life and is performed at a hospital. Another state law, passed 
in 1985, prohibits abortions performed after a fetus reaches viability -- when it could survive outside the 
womb -- conflicting with the 1849 ban.

What’s next: Republican lawmakers are expected to attempt to clarify the 1849 law to ensure there is 
a ban in place, even as that issue is fought in the courts. However, lawmakers’ efforts would be stymied 
if Democratic Gov. Tony Evers wins reelection. Wisconsin’s Republican Assembly Speaker Robin Vos has 
said he supports an exception in cases of rape and that a ruling on Roe could force lawmakers to consider 
other related reproductive issues such as contraception. Other Republicans will push for more restrictive 
abortion laws.

___
WYOMING
Political control: Wyoming has one of the most Republican legislatures in the U.S. and a long tradition of 

libertarian-type if not always social or religious conservatism. That may be changing. In March, Republican 
Gov. Mark Gordon signed into law a bill that would ban abortion in nearly all instances should the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade.

Background: Current Wyoming law allows abortions up to when a fetus might be able to survive on its 
own outside its mother’s body. The law does not specify when that happens, but it is generally considered 
to be at around 23 weeks into pregnancy. Wyoming currently doesn’t allow abortions after then except to 
protect the mother from substantial risk to her life or health. Wyoming Republicans have traditionally taken 
a hands-off approach to abortion but have proven more willing to limit the practice lately. The number of 
Democrats in the Legislature has dwindled from 26 in 2010 to just nine out of 90 total seats now. A 2021 
law requires physicians to provide lifesaving care to any aborted fetus born alive.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The new state law that bans abortion only provides exceptions in cases 
of rape or incest or to protect the mother’s life or health, not including psychological conditions. Though 
Wyoming has no abortion clinics, abortions still occur. Ninety-eight took place in Wyoming in 2021, ac-
cording to state officials.

What’s next: A planned women’s health clinic in Casper that would have been the only one offering 
abortions in the state was on track to open in mid-June but an arson fire May 25 delayed those plans 
by around six months. Clinic founder Julie Burkhart said Friday that, despite the ruling, she still plans to 
open the clinic and will continue to seek legal means to keep abortion legal in Wyoming. Police continue 
to look for a suspect in the arson investigation, and have offered a $5,000 reward for information leading 
to an arrest.

State GOP to decide AG, other nominees amid infighting
By STEPHEN GROVES Associated Press
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Republicans are meeting to choose candidates for attorney 

general, lieutenant governor and other statewide offices with the impeachment conviction and removal of 
Attorney General Jason Ravnsborg hanging over their convention in Watertown.
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Former Attorney General Marty Jackley and Division of Criminal Investigation Director David Natvig both 

were spurred to pursue the job once Ravnsborg’s future was in doubt. Delegates also have to choose who 
they will nominate for secretary of state as well as try to draw a united platform after months of infight-
ing at the Capitol.

Here are the contests to watch during the three-day convention that started Thursday, with delegates 
voting for nominees Saturday:

ATTORNEY GENERAL
When Ravnsborg was facing calls for his resignation and impeachment last year for his conduct in a fatal 

car crash, Jackley seized on the opportunity and jumped into the contest for attorney general — a job 
he held for roughly a decade. He has the support of Republican Gov. Kristi Noem as well as much of the 
state’s law enforcement community. He is a respected lawyer and a former U.S. attorney for South Dakota.

Natvig has cast himself as a “tough on crime” prosecutor with experience running the state’s most im-
portant criminal investigations. But he didn’t escape unscathed from Ravnsborg’s impeachment. A former 
Division of Criminal Investigation agent, Brent Gromer, testified Tuesday that parts of Natvig’s February 
testimony to a House committee were “not factual.”

Natvig told the House impeachment investigation committee that an “innocuous conversation” with 
Ravnsborg and Gromer occurred three days after the fatal crash about the examination of cellphones. 
Natvig said though he was out of the room for parts of the conversation, “from what I heard, there was 
nothing that caused me concern.”

But Gromer said Tuesday that Ravnsborg asked what could be turned up by a forensic examination of 
his cellphones, and that made him feel uncomfortable because the Division of Criminal Investigation was 
not supposed to be involved in the case.

Jackley’s name was also attached to an attention-grabbing legal matter in recent months.
He represented the state’s richest man, T. Denny Sanford, as the Division of Criminal Investigation 

searched Sanford’s digital devices for evidence of possession and distribution of child pornography. Jackley 
argued for Sanford at the state Supreme Court in his attempt to stop search warrants from being unsealed.

The attorney general’s office indicated it would not pursue any state charges against Sanford, who is no 
longer represented by Jackley.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Lt. Gov. Larry Rhoden, who is closely allied with Noem and campaigns alongside her, faces a challenge 

from former House Speaker Steve Haugaard, who lost a primary campaign to Noem earlier this month.
Haugaard’s bid, which materialized Friday, represents an effort from a group of hardline conservatives to 

wrest control of statewide offices from established politicians. He criticized Noem for not being conserva-
tive enough during their primary contest, but won less than 25% of the Republican vote.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Republican Secretary of State Steve Barnett is facing a challenge for the nomination from a candidate 

who has built her campaign around “election integrity.” This comes amid a surge of concern among some 
conservatives about voter fraud following former President Donald Trump’s false claims that the 2020 
election was stolen.

Monae Johnson, who worked in the secretary of state’s office before Barnett’s tenure, says she is “answer-
ing the call of concerned citizens” to run. Her campaign centers around criticism of Bennett’s unsuccessful 
pushes to allow people to register online to vote and his decision to mail out applications for absentee 
voting during the pandemic.

Barnett has defended his work, blaming “disinformation, misinformation, mal-information” for lowering 
voter confidence nationwide. He has also tried to counteract Johnson’s false claim that he supports online 
voting.

PLATFORM, ADMISSION FEES AND OTHER CHALLENGES
The Republican Party overwhelmingly controls state politics, but there are many signs of strife. A hardline 

grassroots movement has been trying to challenge the party’s old guard, and many party activists are 
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coming off hard-fought primary elections earlier this month.

Even before the event began, some conservatives complained about the fees the Republican Party was 
charging for the convention. The party has said it is simply trying to cover costs, as well as counteract a 
spamming effort aimed at online registrations by charging a refundable $1 fee for Saturday’s nominations.

But as the party’s platform and nominees emerge, conflicts are likely to flare. No candidates have yet 
publicly announced challenges to incumbents holding offices including treasurer and auditor, but rules al-
low nominations to happen during the convention, adding an element of unpredictability to the contests.

Noem plans special session after abortion ban triggered
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem on Friday announced plans for a special 

legislative session to bolster state law that triggered an immediate abortion ban after the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s conservative majority overturned Roe v. Wade

The state’s trigger law allows abortions only to save the life of a pregnant woman.
“Today’s decision will save unborn lives in South Dakota, but there is more work to do,” the Republican 

governor said in a statement. “We must do what we can to help mothers in crisis know that there are op-
tions and resources available for them. Together, we will ensure that abortion is not only illegal in South 
Dakota – it is unthinkable.”

A date has not been set for the Republican-controlled Legislature to meet.
The South Dakota Democratic Party said in a statement that Noem’s “extremist views are out-of-line 

with most South Dakotans and put partisan goals above common sense.”
Noem has previously said she opposes any exception to the abortion ban, including in cases of rape or 

incest.
Recently, she said she will look to increase support for pregnant women. The governor launched a web-

site Friday to help pregnant women find information for new parents, financial assistance, and adoption.

Regents expand alcohol sales at South Dakota universities
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota universities will begin to sell more alcohol at events next school year.
The South Dakota Board of Regents approved an expanded alcohol sales policy Thursday to include 

general admission areas of performing arts and athletic events.
Under the previous policy, alcohol sales were limited to select box seats and loge areas.
Six universities governed by the Board of Regent will be permitted, but not required, to sell alcohol in 

general admission areas. The universities include Northern State University, Black Hills State, University 
of South Dakota, South Dakota State University and Dakota State University.

The regents say the effort to expand alcohol sales to general admission areas came from the student 
government organizations on each campus. They sent a letter to the board urging it to change the policy.

“We’re seeing a move toward general admission alcohol sales at collegiate events across the country. It 
seemed like a good time to revisit South Dakota’s policy as well,” said the board’s executive director, Dr. 
Brian Maher.

The new policy requires the schools to define a start and end time for alcohol sales, designate at least 
one alcohol-free zone and keep alcohol sales separate from other concessions, the Argus Leader reported.

It also requires anyone who is selling alcohol to receive training to recognize fake IDs, prevent serving 
minors, identify signs of intoxication, and learn how to handle disorderly customers.

Two months of waiting, and finally a Supreme Court ruling
By The Associated Press undefined
Follow the links in this story to recent AP coverage about abortion over the last three months.
___
And so the interminable wait after the leak of the decision overturning Roe v. Wade has come to an 

end — nearly two months in which abortion and all of its complexities have been have been hashed and 
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rehashed, while the U.S. Supreme Court was silent.

Throughout, much of the focus was on who would suffer the most if abortion was widely illegal. One 
answer was minority women in states where the procedure was imperiled; they were more likely to have 
abortions than were white women.

Another was those in need of other care — women who miscarry, couples seeking fertility treatments 
and access to some forms of contraception, and might be collateral damage of abortion bans.

Women were already traveling long distances in Texas to undergo abortions, a foretaste of what might 
be expected in a post-Roe world; the result could be that women will wait longer to have abortions than 
they would otherwise.

And what of the children that will be born and not aborted? Many of the states with the toughest abor-
tion laws are also some of the hardest places to have and raise a healthy child, especially for the poor, 
offering the least support to parents.

But in the course of this interlude, the focus was not just on the women or the children. There were 
fears expressed by some that other rights — birth control and same-sex marriage, among them — might 
be imperiled by Roe’s demise (and in the end, Justice Clarence Thomas suggested just that ). Advocates 
pressed to secure those rights.

In a time of polarization, few issues were more polarizing. Even among religious groups that held strong 
stands on abortion, there was fragmentation; anti-abortion Catholics were not monolithic in their support 
for overturning Roe, and there were devout Christians working in abortion clinics, even as others demon-
strated against them outside.

As the weeks ticked by without a Supreme Court ruling, operators of abortion clinics planned for a future 
they had long feared — a time when the service they provided would be illegal.

Meanwhile, the pro-rights resistance prepared to take on a larger role, unsure of whether it could 
handle the increased demand of pregnant women who needed to cross state lines to get a legal abor-
tion. Women began to reconsider leaving digital trails about their reproductive and other health care. On 
the other side, activists who had fought against abortion for decades could only hope that their prayers 
were finally being answered.

And when they were, there were tears.

Biden signs landmark gun measure, says ‘lives will be saved’
By WILL WEISSERT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on Saturday signed the most sweeping gun violence bill in 

decades, a bipartisan compromise that seemed unimaginable until a recent series of mass shootings, 
including the massacre of 19 students and two teachers at a Texas elementary school.

“Lives will be saved,” he said at the White House. Citing the families of shooting victims, the president 
said, “Their message to us was to do something. Well today, we did.”

The House gave final approval Friday, following Senate passage Thursday, and Biden acted just before 
leaving Washington for two summits in Europe.

The legislation will toughen background checks for the youngest gun buyers, keep firearms from more 
domestic violence offenders and help states put in place red flag laws that make it easier for authorities 
to take weapons from people adjudged to be dangerous.

Most of its $13 billion cost will help bolster mental health programs and aid schools, which have been 
targeted in Newtown, Connecticut, and Parkland, Florida, and elsewhere in mass shootings.

Biden said the compromise hammered out by a bipartisan group of senators “doesn’t do everything I 
want” but “it does include actions I’ve long called for that are going to save lives.”

“I know there’s much more work to do, and I’m never going to give up, but this is a monumental day,” 
said the president, who was joined by his wife, Jill, a teacher, for the signing.

He said they will host an event on July 11 for lawmakers and families affected by gun violence.
Biden signed the measure two days after the Supreme Court’s ruling Thursday striking down a New York 

law that restricted peoples’ ability to carry concealed weapons.
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While the new law does not include tougher restrictions long championed by Democrats, such as a ban 

on assault-style weapons and background checks for all gun transactions, it is the most impactful firearms 
violence measure produced by Congress since enactment a long-expired assault weapons ban in 1993.

Enough congressional Republicans joined Democrats in supporting the steps after recent rampages in 
Buffalo, New York and Uvalde, Texas. It took weeks of closed-door talks but senators emerged with a 
compromise.

Biden signed the bill just before he departed Washington for a summit of the Group of Seven leading 
economic powers — the United States, Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan — in Germany. 
He will travel later to Spain for a NATO meeting.

Abortion ruling thrusts companies into divisive arena
By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO and HALELUYA HADERO AP Business Writers
The Supreme Court’s decision to end the nation’s constitutional protections for abortion has catapulted 

businesses of all types into the most divisive corner of politics.
Some companies that stayed silent last month — when a draft opinion by Justice Samuel Alito was 

leaked to Politico — spoke up for the first time Friday, including The Walt Disney Company, which said it 
will reimburse employees who must travel out of state to get an abortion.

Facebook parent Meta, American Express, Bank of America and Goldman Sachs also said they would 
cover employee travel costs while others like Apple, Starbucks, Lyft and Yelp reiterated previous announce-
ments taking similar action. Outdoor clothing maker Patagonia went so far as to post on LinkedIn Friday 
that it would provide “training and bail for those who peacefully protest for reproductive justice” and time 
off to vote.

But of the dozens of big businesses that The Associated Press reached out to Friday, many like McDon-
ald’s, PepsiCo, Coca-Cola, General Motors, Tyson and Marriott did not respond. Arkansas-based Walmart 
— the nation’s largest employer with a good portion of its stores in states that will immediately trigger 
abortion bans following the Friday’s Supreme Court ruling — also kept quiet.

Meanwhile, the Business Roundtable, an organization that represents some of the nation’s most powerful 
companies, said it “does not have a position on the merits of the case.”

A lot is at stake for companies, many of which have publicly pledged to promote women’s equality and 
advancement in the workplace. For those in states with restrictive abortion laws, they could now face big 
challenges in attracting college-educated workers who can easily move around.

Luis von Ahn, the CEO of the language app Duolingo, sent a tweet Friday aimed at lawmakers in Penn-
sylvania, where the company is headquartered: “If PA makes abortion illegal, we won’t be able to attract 
talent and we’ll have to grow our offices elsewhere.”

The ruling and the coming patchwork of abortion bans also threatens the technology boom in places like 
Austin, Texas as companies like Dell -- which was already becoming more flexible to remote work because 
of the tight labor market -- struggle to recruit newly minted tech graduates to their corporate hubs, said 
Steven Pedigo, a professor who studies economic development at the University of Texas at Austin.

“Rather than stay in Austin, do you go to New York or Seattle or the Bay Area? I think that’s a real pos-
sibility,” Pedigo said. “It becomes much more challenging, particularly when you’re looking at a young, 
progressive workforce, which is what technology workers tend to be.”

Emily M. Dickens, chief of staff and head of government affairs for the Society for Human Resource 
Management, said that nearly a quarter of organizations in a recent poll agreed that offering a health 
savings account to cover travel for reproductive care in another state will enhance their ability to compete 
for talent. But how these policies interact with state laws is unclear, and employers should be aware of 
“the legal risks involved.”

Dickens noted that companies that use third-party administrator to process claims on their behalf — 
typically big employers — are subject to the Employee Retirement Income Security Act rather than state 
law. But companies that have to buy their own health insurance for their employees — typically small 
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businesses — are subject to state regulations and have less flexibility in designing benefits.

Offering to cover travel expenses could also make companies a target for anti-abortion lawmakers. In 
March, Texas State Representative Briscoe Cain, a Republican, sent a cease-and-desist letter to Citigroup, 
saying he would propose legislation barring localities in the state from doing business with any company 
that provides travel benefits for employees seeking abortions.

In his concurring opinion released Friday, Justice Brett Kavanaugh suggested it would be unconstitutional 
for a state to bar residents from traveling to another state to get an abortion.

“In my view, the answer is no based on the constitutional right to interstate travel,” Kavanaugh wrote.
But a corporation’s right to fund what would be an illegal act in another state is still questionable, argues 

Teresa Collett, a law professor at the University of St. Thomas.
“That’s not an interstate commerce question, per se,” she said. “So you’d need the right plaintiff.”
Meanwhile, tech companies are facing tough questions about what they’ll do if some of their millions of 

customers in the U.S. are prosecuted for having an abortion. Services like Apple, Google, Facebook and 
Microsoft routinely hand over digital data sought by law enforcement agencies pursuing criminal investiga-
tions. That’s raised concerns from privacy advocates about enforcers of abortion laws tapping into period 
apps, phone location data and other sensitive online health information.

A letter Friday from four Democrats in Congress called on the Federal Trade Commission to investigate 
the phone-tracking practices of Google and Apple, warning that location identifiers used for advertising 
could fall into the hands of prosecutors or bounty hunters looking “to hunt down women who have ob-
tained or are seeking an abortion.”

The Supreme Court ruling comes at a time when companies have become increasingly reliant on women 
to fill jobs, and especially as they face a nationwide labor shortage. Women now account for nearly 50% 
of the U.S. workforce, up dramatically from 37.5% in 1970 — three years before the Supreme Court ruled 
abortions to be legal in Roe vs. Wade — according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Denied access to abortion could hit low-income workers the hardest because they’re typically in jobs 
with fewer protections and that are also demanding, from loading groceries onto store shelves to working 
as a health aide.

“As a direct result of this ruling, more women will be forced to choose between paying their rent or 
traveling long distances to receive safe abortion care,” said Mary Kay Henry, international president of the 
Service Employees International Union, which represents nearly 2 million janitors, health care workers and 
teachers in the U.S. “Working women are already struggling in poverty-wage jobs without paid leave and 
many are also shouldering the caregiving responsibilities for their families, typically unpaid.”

Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants told The Associated Press that the ruling 
was “devastating.”

“It cuts to the core of all the work that our union has done for 75 years,” she said. “This decision is not 
about whether or not someone supports abortion. That’s the distraction ... This is about whether or not 
we respect the rights of women to determine their own future.”

Maurice Schweitzer, a professor at University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business, said the 
handful of companies are taking a stand on the court’s ruling because their customers and employees are 
expecting them to speak out.

“We’re in this moment in time where we’re expecting corporate leaders to also be leaders in the political 
sphere,” he said. “A lot of employees expect to work in companies that not only pay them well, but whose 
values are aligned with theirs.”

But the vast majority of executives will likely avoid the thorny topic and focus on things like inflation or 
supply chain disruptions, he said.

That, too, comes with risks.
“They can either support travel for out-of-state care and risk lawsuits and the ire of local politicians, or 

they can not include this coverage and risk the ire of employees,” Schweitzer said.



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 45 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
Norway terror alert raised after deadly mass shooting

By MARIA SANMINIATELLI and KARL RITTER Associated Press
OSLO, Norway (AP) — A gunman opened fire in Oslo’s night-life district early Saturday, killing two people 

and leaving more than 20 wounded in what Norwegian security service called an “Islamist terror act” 
during the capital’s annual Pride festival.

Investigators said the suspect, identified as a 42-year-old Norwegian citizen originally from Iran, was 
arrested after opening fire at three locations in downtown Oslo.

The PST security service raised its terror alert level from “moderate” to “extraordinary” — the highest 
level — after the attack, which sent panicked revelers fleeing into the streets or trying to hide from the 
gunman.

PST acting chief Roger Berg called the attack an “extreme Islamist terror act” and said the suspect had 
a “long history of violence and threats” as well as mental health issues.

Upon the advice of police, organizers canceled a Pride parade that was set for Saturday as the highlight 
of a weeklong festival. One of the shootings happened outside the London Pub, a bar popular with the 
city’s LGBTQ community, just hours before the parade was set to begin.

Police attorney Christian Hatlo said the suspect was being held on suspicion of murder, attempted murder 
and terrorism, based on the number of people targeted at multiple locations.

“Our overall assessment is that there are grounds to believe that he wanted to cause grave fear in the 
population,” Hatlo said.

Police said two of the shooting victims died and 10 people were being treated for serious injuries, but 
none of them was believed to be in life-threatening condition. Eleven other people had minor injuries.

Olav Roenneberg, a journalist from Norwegian public broadcaster NRK, said he witnessed the shooting.
“I saw a man arrive at the site with a bag. He picked up a weapon and started shooting,” Roenneberg 

told NRK. “First I thought it was an air gun. Then the glass of the bar next door was shattered and I 
understood I had to run for cover.”

Another witness, Marcus Nybakken, 46, said he saw a lot of people running and screaming and thought 
it was a fist fight.

“But then I heard that it was a shooting and that there was someone shooting with a submachine gun,” 
Nybakken told Norwegian broadcaster TV2.

Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere said in a Facebook post that “the shooting outside London Pub in Oslo 
tonight was a cruel and deeply shocking attack on innocent people.”

He said that while the motive was unclear, the shooting had caused fear and grief in the LGBTQ com-
munity.

“We all stand by you,” Gahr Stoere wrote.
Christian Bredeli, who was at the bar, told Norwegian newspaper VG that he hid on the fourth floor with 

a group of about 10 people until he was told it was safe to come out.
“Many were fearing for their lives,” he said. “On our way out we saw several injured people, so we un-

derstood that something serious had happened.”
TV2 showed footage of people running down Oslo streets in panic as shots rang out in the background.
Investigators said the suspect was known to police, as well as to PST, but not for any major violent crimes. 

His criminal record included a narcotics offense and a weapons offense for carrying a knife, Hatlo said.
Hatlo said police seized two weapons after the attack: a handgun and an automatic weapon, both of 

which he described as “not modern” without giving details.
He said the suspect had not made any statement to the police and was in contact with a defense lawyer.
Hatlo said it was too early to say whether the gunman specifically targeted members of the LGBTQ 

community.
“We have to look closer at that, we don’t know yet,” he said.
Still, police advised organizers of the Pride festival to cancel the parade Saturday.
“Oslo Pride therefore urges everyone who planned to participate or watch the parade to not show up. 
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All events in connection with Oslo Prides are canceled,” organizers said on the official Facebook page of 
the event.

Inge Alexander Gjestvang, leader of FRI, the Norwegian organisation for sexual and gender diversity, 
said the shooting has shaken the Nordic country’s LGBTQ community.

“We encourage everyone to stand together, take care of each other. We’ll be back later, proud, visible 
but right now it’s not the time for that,” he told TV2.

King Harald V offered condolences to the relatives of victims and said the royal family was “horrified” 
by the attack.

“We must stand together to defend our values: freedom, diversity and respect for each other. We must 
continue to stand up for all people to feel safe,” the monarch said.

Norway has a relatively low crime rate but has experienced violent attacks by right-wing extremists, 
including one of the worst mass shootings in Europe in 2011, when a gunman killed 69 people on the 
island of Utoya after setting off a bomb in Oslo that left eight dead.

In 2019, another right-wing extremist killed his stepsister and then opened fire in a mosque but was 
overpowered before anyone there was injured.

A roof over their head: Churches use tiny homes for homeless
By HOLLY MEYER Associated Press
Churches across the U.S. are tackling the big question of how to address homelessness in their com-

munities with a small solution: tiny homes.
On vacant plots near their parking lots and steepled sanctuaries, congregations are building everything 

from fixed and fully contained micro homes to petite, moveable cabins, and several other styles of small-
footprint dwellings in between.

Church leaders are not just trying to be more neighborly. The drive to provide shelter is rooted in their 
beliefs — they must care for the vulnerable, especially those without homes.

“It’s just such an integral part of who we are as a people of faith,” said the Rev. Lisa Fischbeck, former 
Episcopal vicar and the board chair of Pee Wee Homes, an affordable housing organization building tiny 
abodes in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

Fischbeck led the Episcopal Church of the Advocate when it added three one-bedroom units on its 15-
acre campus. The first residents, including the organization’s namesake, Nathaniel “Pee Wee” Lee, moved 
into them in June 2019.

Before that Lee, 78, had spent years sleeping in alleys, cardboard shelters and cars after medical issues 
ended his masonry career. Today he enjoys watching TV in his home, growing tomatoes and fishing in 
the nearby pond.

“I thank the Lord because this is mine and nobody can run me out,” Lee said, breaking out in laughter 
as he sat on the porch of his little white house.

Fischbeck said tiny homes can fit nearly anywhere, and an advantage to building them on church prop-
erties is they already have electricity, water and other infrastructure in place.

“I just feel so passionately that churches have space,” she said. “Just consider it. It’s a dire need.”
The embrace of tiny homes as housing solutions can be found in both sacred and secular spaces. Within 

the Christian sphere, their use spans denominations. Often the tiny homes projects build on related min-
istries such as providing parking space for people living in their cars. Beneficiaries are generally welcome 
to attend worship services but not required to do so.

Some churches’ projects are already up and running, while others are still working toward move-in day, 
like the Church of the Nazarene congregation in St. Paul, Minnesota, which is assembling a tiny house 
community for chronically homeless people with local nonprofit Settled.

“We do not have a lot of property,” said Jeff O’Rourke, lead pastor of Mosaic Christian Community in St. 
Paul. “We have just strived to use every square inch of property that we have to be hospitable.”

This spring in El Cajon, California, Meridian Baptist partnered with local nonprofit Amikas to begin build-
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ing emergency sleeping cabins on a slice of its property that Rolland Slade, the church’s pastor, said is 
usually unoccupied except by tumbleweeds.

Mothers with children — a hard-to-shelter demographic — can stay for 90 days and be connected with 
the city’s housing safety net for more permanent options. Bathrooms and a communal kitchen are in a 
nearby church building.

“Folks have said to me that six cabins are not going to make a difference, and I wholeheartedly dis-
agree,” Slade said. “We’ll make the difference for at least six women. If they each have a child, that’ll be 
six children.”

For help with construction, operation and dealing with bureaucratic hurdles, churches often turn to com-
munity organizations like Amikas, Pee Wee Homes and Settled.

Firm Foundation Community Housing, in the San Francisco Bay Area, is another. It was launched by the 
Rev. Jake Medcalf, the former lead pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Hayward, when the congregation 
built transitional tiny housing in its parking lot.

Houses of worship not only have land to spare, Medcalf said, but are positioned to “provide community 
in a way that really is humanizing and is a part of anybody’s basic healing and recovery.”

In 2020, First Christian Church of Tacoma in Washington state became a host site for a tiny home com-
munity set up by the nonprofit Low Income Housing Institute. The nonprofit operates the village, allowing 
the congregation to contribute without overextending itself.

“We don’t have a lot of money. We don’t have a whole lot of people … but we care a lot about it, and 
we’ve got this piece of property,” said the Rev. Doug Collins, the church’s senior minister.

Not everyone welcomes these projects into their neighborhoods. In Nashville, Tennessee, plans to put 
up tiny homes by Glencliff United Methodist Church prompted backlash and a lawsuit by some neighbors. 
Ultimately the Village at Glencliff prevailed, and today an arc of multicolored micro homes greet congre-
gants as they pull into the church’s driveway.

It specializes in helping people with medical issues, like William “Green Bay” Scribner, 37, who spent 
seven months recuperating there. Not only was he able to leave in better health, he said, village staff 
helped him land a more permanent apartment where he can host his young daughter overnight.

For people with medical vulnerabilities like Scribner, “housing is lifesaving,” said the Rev. Ingrid McIntyre, 
a United Methodist minister and village founder.

A nationwide survey, the last conducted without being impacted by the pandemic, found that about 
580,000 people were homeless on a night in January 2020, according to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress. The number, based on point-in-
time counts, rose for the fourth year.

So the tiny home movement on its own is too small to fix the whole problem, said Marybeth Shinn, a 
Vanderbilt University professor who has studied homelessness for decades. It would be hard to scale up 
to meet the overwhelming demand.

“It’s good to help some people, but we need to figure out solutions that are going to help many more,” 
Shinn said.

Donald Whitehead, director of the National Coalition for the Homeless, said he supports churches using 
their spare space to help homeless people and sees tiny homes as a great emergency option, but added 
that homeless people deserve standard-size housing like everyone else.

“It can be included in a menu of resources that would help to address homelessness,” Whitehead said. 
“If there’s an opportunity to build a regular home at the same price, we would prefer that people build 
the regular home.”

Meanwhile, churches also are finding tiny homes useful as temporary housing in the wake of natural 
disaster.

Months after a deadly December tornado ripped through Mayfield, Kentucky, some renters were still 
displaced. Bread of Life Humanitarian Effort, a Churches of Christ nonprofit, stepped in to help.

With buy-in from Mayfield congregations, the nonprofit used donations that were pouring in and started 
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putting up tiny homes wherever they could secure permission — including next to Northside Church of 
Christ.

“You’ve got people that are hurting,” said Joel Crider, Bread of Life’s treasurer. “It’s our Christian duty 
to look out for them.”

Groups in Spain and Morocco push for border deaths inquiry
By ASHIFA KASSAM and TARIK EL-BARAKAH Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Human rights organizations in Spain and Morocco have called on both countries to in-

vestigate the deaths of at least 18 Africans and injuries suffered by dozens more who attempted to scale 
the border fence that surrounds Melilla, a Spanish enclave in North Africa.

Moroccan authorities said the casualties occurred when a “stampede” of people tried to climb the iron 
fence that separates Melilla and Morocco. In a statement released Friday, Morocco’s Interior Ministry said 
76 civilians were injured along with 140 Moroccan security officers.

Local authorities cited by Morocco’s official MAP news agency said the death toll increased to 18 after 
several migrants died in the hospital. The Moroccan Human Rights Association reported 27 dead, but the 
figure could not immediately be confirmed.

The association also shared videos on social media that appeared to show dozens of migrants lying on 
the ground, many of them motionless and a few bleeding, as Moroccan security forces stood over them.

“They were left there without help for hours, which increased the number of deaths,” the human rights 
group said on Twitter. It called for a “comprehensive” investigation.

In another of the association’s videos, a Moroccan security officer appeared to use a baton to strike a 
person lying on the ground.

In a statement released late Friday, Amnesty International expressed its “deep concern” over the events 
at the border.

“Although the migrants may have acted violently in their attempt to enter Melilla, when it comes to border 
control, not everything goes,” Esteban Beltrán, the director of Amnesty International Spain, said. “The hu-
man rights of migrants and refugees must be respected and situations like that seen cannot happen again.”

APDHA, a human rights group based in the southern Spanish region of Andalusia, and a joint statement 
released by five rights organizations in Morocco also called for inquiries.

A spokesperson for the Spanish government’s office in Melilla said that around 2,000 people had at-
tempted to make it across the border fence but were stopped by Spanish Civil Guard Police and Moroccan 
forces on either side of the border fence. A total 133 migrants made it across the border.

To some defenders, gun ruling could right a racial wrong
By JENNIFER PELTZ Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — When the U.S. Supreme Court struck down New York’s tight restrictions on who can 

carry a handgun, condemnation erupted from liberal leaders and activists.
But some public defenders, often allies of progressive activists, praised the court’s ruling, saying gun-

permitting rules like New York’s have long been a license for racial discrimination.
By making it a crime for most people to carry a handgun, New York and a few other states have ended 

up putting people — overwhelmingly people of color — behind bars for conduct that would be legal else-
where, the defense lawyers complain.

“New York’s gun licensing regulations have been arbitrarily and discriminatorily applied, disproportionately 
ensnaring the people we represent, the majority of whom are from communities of color,” said The Legal 
Aid Society, which represents criminal defendants who can’t afford their own lawyers.

The court’s decision Thursday concerned a century-old law that said New Yorkers seeking gun licenses 
had to show an unusual threat to their safety if they wanted to carry a handgun in public.

Simply wanting a gun for personal defense was not enough. And the police departments or judicial 
magistrates were given wide discretion to decide who needs and deserves to carry a gun.
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Reasons could include being a retired law enforcement officer or working as an armed guard or in a 

business that transports valuables. A few other states have similar standards.
The Supreme Court, in a majority opinion by Justice Clarence Thomas, said New York’s system violated 

Americans’ Second Amendment right to “keep and bear arms.”
New York’s governor and New York City’s mayor, both Democrats, quickly began eying other potential 

guardrails for carrying guns. Gov. Kathy Hochul plans to convene with state lawmakers at the end of the 
month to push for new gun safety legislation.

Ideas include banning them in certain areas, such as subways, or requiring weapons training to get a 
permit. The officials argue that it’s perilous to make it easier to carry a gun. They envision more arguments 
turning into deadly confrontations at a time when the nation is already beset by gun violence.

Some civil rights leaders agree. The Rev. Al Sharpton called the Supreme Court ruling “devastating,” and 
the National Urban League and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund said it was particularly so for Black people.

In a friend-of-the-court brief, the two groups pointed to statistics showing that Black Americans, par-
ticularly Black male teens and young men, die from gunfire at a higher rate than do whites or the general 
population.

“If the Supreme Court actively were seeking out a way to make the nation more volatile and dangerous, 
it could not have devised a more damaging scenario,” league President Marc Morial said after the ruling.

But attorneys from nearly a dozen New York public defender agencies and organizations cited other 
statistics.

Black people faced 78% of felony gun possession charges in the state last year, while making up 18% 
of its population — compared to 7% of prosecutions and 70% of the population for non-Hispanic whites, 
the defenders said in their own friend-of-the-court brief. Over 90% of people arrested in New York City 
on charges of possessing a loaded firearm are Black and/or Latino, according to the filing, although non-
Hispanic whites comprise nearly 1/3 of the city population.

The defenders argue that the numbers are rooted in a history of racist anxieties about racial and ethnic 
minorities having firearms and are furthered by an “expensive and onerous discretionary licensing process.”

According to New York Police Department statistics, about 3,500 civilians in the city of 8.5 million have 
“business carry” licenses, and another 2,000 guards have permits to carry guns while working. About 
15,000 retired law enforcement officers have a type of license that’s specific to them. The department 
didn’t provide a breakdown of licensees by race.

“While white people throughout the nation amass firearm arsenals even as hobbies, Black and Latinx New 
Yorkers are arrested, prosecuted and imprisoned for simply possessing a single pistol for self-defense,” 
several of the brief’s authors wrote in an October article on Scotusblog, a legal news site.

One defendant was a working father and college student who carried a gun to a neighborhood where 
he’d been slashed in the face; he ended up serving eight months in jail and dropping out of college, ac-
cording to the defenders. Another man contracted COVID-19 and died last fall while jailed on $100,000 
bail in a case alleging he had a gun in his car, which he denied.

Another defendant, a military veteran who served in Iraq and legally owned a gun in her home state of 
Texas, was arrested for having the weapon in her car in New York. She was jailed for weeks before mak-
ing bail and was subjected to a child-neglect proceeding that kept her away from her two small boys for 
a year. The criminal case was eventually dismissed.

“I lost everything: my job, my car, my home and my kids,” she said in the court filing.
In Chicago, Cook County Public Defender Sharone Mitchell Jr. has become convinced that Illinois’ firearms 

laws — which are strict but don’t include a New York-style “proper cause” standard — are doing less to 
keep guns off streets than to put people in prison. A quarter of his caseload involves no other charge but 
gun possession.

“We have a gun problem, full stop. But failed policies are part of the problem,” Mitchell said in a state-
ment after the Supreme Court ruling in the New York case. “These laws facilitate racially targeted enforce-
ment that sends thousands of Black people to prison because they do not have or cannot get the required 
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licenses, not because they’ve been accused of harming someone.”

The high court indicated that states still can require licenses and can impose some conditions, and New 
York and other states with similar laws will surely look closely at what leeway they still have.

But some public defenders suggest lawmakers should take a broader view of gun safety.
“Regulation and criminalization are not our only options,” said Corey Stoughton, a Legal Aid Society 

attorney who focuses on legislative and regulatory reform. She points to such approaches as violence 
intervention programs.

“If we want to reduce guns, we need to make people feel safe,” Stoughton said. “And we have ways that 
are positive approaches to invest in our communities and make people feel safer.”

Dems hope to harness outrage, sadness after abortion ruling
By STEVE PEOPLES and MIKE CATALINI Associated Press
YARDLEY, Pa. (AP) — The shock quickly turned to sadness for Victoria Lowe.
The 37-year-old lawyer, working outside a cafe in suburban Bucks County, Pennsylvania, said she couldn’t 

believe the Supreme Court stripped away the constitutional right to abortion that women have had her 
entire life. She started to cry.

“I don’t understand how they could reach this conclusion,” she said.
In the immediate aftermath of one of the Supreme Court’s most consequential rulings, it was too soon 

to know how deeply the political landscape had shifted. But in this politically competitive corner of one 
of the most important swing states in the U.S., embattled Democrats hope to harness the emotion from 
women like Lowe to reset what has been an otherwise brutal election year environment.

For much of the year, the threat to abortion rights has seemed somewhat theoretical, overshadowed by 
more tangible economic challenges, particularly inflation and rising gas prices. But the Supreme Court’s 
decision ensures that abortion will be a central issue in U.S. politics for the foreseeable future.

That’s especially true as restrictions begin to take effect. Pregnant women considering abortions already 
had been dealing with a near-complete ban in Oklahoma and a prohibition after roughly six weeks in Texas. 
Clinics in at least eight other states — Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin and West Virginia — stopped performing abortions after Friday’s decision.

In Pennsylvania, the future of the procedure could hinge on November’s elections. For now, women 
here will continue to have access to abortion up to 24 weeks. Republicans are poised to change state law, 
however, should they maintain control of the legislature and seize the governorship in November. Doug 
Mastriano, the GOP nominee for governor, opposes abortion with no exceptions for rape, incest or the life 
of the mother.

Democrats in Pennsylvania and beyond initially appeared to unite behind their collective outrage, fear 
and sadness.

They planned widespread protests. From the White House on Friday, President Joe Biden urged protest-
ers to keep the peace, even as he described the court ruling as “wrong, extreme and out of touch.”

The Democratic president also called on voters to make their voices heard this fall: “Roe is on the ballot.”
At the same time, members of the Democratic National Committee raised the prospect of a silver lining 

within the high court’s historic gut punch.
“Democrats have a real opportunity right now to harness this anger, to harness the sadness,” Democratic 

strategist Mo Elleithee said during a meeting of a DNC subcommittee. “We are setting the foundation to 
ensure that Democrats stay in the White House, so that the next time, there’s an opening on the bench, 
on the federal bench anywhere, that we’ve got a Democratic president making that appointment.”

Democratic-aligned groups moved to deploy the resources to warn of what’s at stake in this year’s mid-
terms. NARAL Freedom Fund and Priorities USA Action immediately spent $300,000 on digital advertising.

Republicans, for their part, sought to downplay their excitement about winning the decades-long fight 
against abortion rights, aware that the ruling could energize the Democratic base, particularly suburban 
women. Before Friday’s ruling, Democrats close to the White House were increasingly pessimistic about 
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the party’s chances of holding either the House or Senate in November.

Carol Tobias, president of National Right to Life, said she expected abortion opponents to turn out in 
huge numbers this fall, even if Democrats might be motivated by Friday’s ruling.

She called it “a great day for unborn children and mothers.” “Because it’s been a so-called right for 50 
years doesn’t mean it was right,” Tobias said.

Polling shows that relatively few Americans wanted to see Roe overturned.
In 2020, AP VoteCast found that 69% of voters in the presidential election said the Supreme Court should 

leave the Roe v. Wade decision as is. Still, recent surveys tend to show other issues rising above abortion 
as the most important problems facing the country.

Thirteen percent of Democrats mentioned abortion or reproductive rights as one of the issues they want 
the federal government to address in 2022, according to a December poll from The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research. That’s up from less than 1% of Democrats who named it as a priority 
for 2021 and 3% who listed it in 2020.

Other issues like the economy, COVID-19, health care and gun control ranked as higher priorities for 
Democrats in the poll. But the exponential rise in the percentage citing reproductive rights as a key concern 
suggests the issue was resonating with Democrats as the Supreme Court considered overturning Roe.

The fight for abortion rights — and the related political fallout — now shifts to the states.
Thirteen deep-red states have so-called “trigger laws” that will now ban abortion almost immediately, but 

the future of abortion access is less certain across several other more moderate states with Republican-
controlled legislatures: Arizona, Georgia, Florida, Michigan, Ohio, Texas and Wisconsin, among them.

In many cases, GOP legislatures have already approved restrictive abortion laws, including so-called 
“heartbeat” bills that would outlaw abortions before most women know they’re pregnant. Some legisla-
tion is tied up in the courts, while others have yet to move through Republican legislatures. Now that Roe 
has fallen, such laws — or more restrictive bans — could only be stopped by a veto from a Democratic 
governor or Democrat-backed court challenge, if at all.

Some states, including Michigan, Wisconsin and Texas, have decades-old abortion bans predating Roe 
that would now presumably take effect absent another challenge in their state courts.

Despite initial hope among Democrats that the upheaval would motivate their base, some on the front 
lines of the party’s uphill midterm fight aren’t so sure.

Jamie Perrapato, executive director of the pro-Democratic group Turn PA Blue, notes that Democrats 
produced record turnout across Pennsylvania in last year’s off-year elections. But so did Republicans, who 
ultimately dominated down-ballot races across the state.

“I feel sick. I hope this wakes people up. I hope they realize, even though it’s terrible, you can’t put your 
head in the sand,” Perrapato said. “But I don’t know. It’s a really bleak time.”

Back in Bucks County, Lowe said she votes Democratic and planned to vote in November even before 
Friday’s decision. Abortion rights are a top issue for her, even as inflation surges.

“I would say it is more important to me than the gas issue,” she said. “This is such a personal, funda-
mental human right that it’s bigger than the economy.”

Sitting next to Lowe at the cafe, 56-year-old Margaret Pezalla-Granlund also choked up when asked 
about the Supreme Court decision. Although they were strangers, Lowe offered her a tissue, and the 
women dried their eyes together.

Pezalla-Granlund was especially worried about her 15-year-old daughter. “She’ll be growing up in a really 
different situation than I had and I expected she’d have,” she said.

Such concern wasn’t limited to Democrats.
Not far away, 75-year-old Karen Sloan was smoking a cigarette outside a cafe in the Delaware River town 

of Bristol. A self-described Republican who supports abortion rights, she said Friday’s ruling upset her.
“I just can’t believe it,” Sloan said. “I’m not saying it’s right to take a human life. But there are circum-

stances it needs to be done.”
She said she would have voted in November even before the ruling, but now she’s planning to support 

candidates who back abortion rights. For her, the issue outranks high gas prices and inflation.



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 52 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
“You’re taking away someone’s rights and that to me is more important,” Sloan said. “It’s a big thing in 

the United States for women.”

Army Guard troops risk dismissal as vaccine deadline looms
By LOLITA C. BALDOR Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Up to 40,000 Army National Guard soldiers across the country — or about 13% 

of the force — have not yet gotten the mandated COVID-19 vaccine, and as the deadline for shots looms, 
at least 14,000 of them have flatly refused and could be forced out of the service.

Guard soldiers have until Thursday to get the vaccine. According to data obtained by The Associated 
Press, between 20% to 30% of the Guard soldiers in six states are not vaccinated, and more than 10% 
in 43 other states still need shots.

Guard leaders say states are doing all they can to encourage soldiers to get vaccinated by the time limit. 
And they said they will work with the roughly 7,000 who have sought exemptions, which are almost all 
for religious reasons.

“We’re going to give every soldier every opportunity to get vaccinated and continue their military career. 
Every soldier that is pending an exemption, we will continue to support them through their process,” said 
Lt. Gen. Jon Jensen, director of the Army National Guard, in an Associated Press interview. “We’re not 
giving up on anybody until the separation paperwork is signed and completed. There’s still time.”

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin last year ordered all service members — active-duty, National Guard and 
Reserves — to get the vaccine, saying it is critical to maintaining the health and readiness of the force. 
The military services had varying deadlines for their forces, and the Army National Guard was given the 
longest amount of time to get the shots, mainly because it’s a large force of about 330,000 soldiers who 
are widely scattered around the country, many in remote locations.

The Army Guard’s vaccine percentage is the lowest among the U.S. military — with all the active-duty 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps at 97% or greater and the Air Guard at about 94%. The Army 
reported Friday that 90% of Army Reserve forces were partially or completely vaccinated.

The Pentagon has said that after June 30, Guard members won’t be paid by the federal government 
when they are activated on federal status, which includes their monthly drill weekends and their two-week 
annual training period. Guard troops mobilized on federal status and assigned to the southern border or 
on COVID-19 missions in various states also would have to be vaccinated or they would not be allowed 
to participate or be paid.

To make it more complicated, however, Guard soldiers on state activate duty may not have to be vac-
cinated — based on the requirements in their states. As long as they remain in state duty status, they 
can be paid by the state and used for state missions.

At least seven governors formally asked Austin to reconsider or not enforce the vaccine mandate for 
National Guard members, and some filed or signed on to lawsuits. In letters to the governors, Austin 
declined, and said that the coronavirus “takes our service members out of the fight, temporarily or per-
manently, and jeopardizes our ability to meet mission requirements.” He said Guard troops must either 
get the vaccine or lose their Guard status.

Jensen and Maj. Gen. Jill Faris, director of the Guard’s office of the Joint Surgeon General, said they are 
working with states adjutants general to get progress updates, including on the nearly 20,000 troops who 
are not flat refusals and haven’t submitted any type of exemption request. Some, they said, may just be 
a lag in self-reporting, while others may still be undecided.

“Part of those undefined are our soldiers who say, well, I have until 30 June and so I’ll take till 30 June,” 
said Jensen.

Others may have promised to bring in vaccine paperwork, and haven’t done it yet. Still others are on 
the books, but haven’t yet reported to basic training, so don’t have to be vaccinated until they get there. 
It’s not clear how many are in each category.

Jensen acknowledged that if the current numbers hold, there are concerns about possible impact on 
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Guard readiness in the states, including whether it will affect any Guard units preparing to deploy.

“When you’re looking at, 40,000 soldiers that potentially are in that unvaccinated category, absolutely 
there’s readiness implications on that and concerns associated with that,” said Jensen. “That’s a significant 
chunk.”

Overall, according to the data obtained by the AP, about 85% of all Army Guard soldiers are fully vac-
cinated. Officials said that if those with one shot are counted, 87% are at least partially vaccinated.

Across the country, in all but one case, Guard soldiers are vaccinated at a higher rate that the general 
population in their state. Only in New Jersey is the percentage of vaccinated Guard solders very slightly 
lower than the state’s overall population, as of earlier this month when the data was collected.

The three U.S. territories — Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico — and the District of Columbia, all 
have more than 90% of their soldiers fully vaccinated. The highest percentage is in Hawaii, with nearly 
97%, while the lowest is Oklahoma, at just under 70%.

Guard leaders in the states have run special shot programs, and provided as much information as pos-
sible to their forces in order to keep them on the job.

In Tennessee, they set up small teams in the east, west and central regions and did monthly events 
providing vaccines to troops who wanted them. And every Wednesday, Guard members could make ap-
pointments for shots in the middle Tennessee region, in Smyrna. In addition, in early June they called in 
all soldiers who have so far refused the vaccine.

“We held a big, mass event,” said Army Guard Col. Keith Evans. “We had all of our medical providers 
here. So if there were any questions to clear up, any misconceptions, any misinformation, we had all of 
our our data and were able to provide them all the information.”

Evans, who is commander of his Army Guard’s medical readiness command, said they also had recruiting 
and other leaders there who could explain what would happen if soldiers chose to not get the shot and 
ended up leaving the Guard.

“We wanted to let them know what benefits they had earned because these are soldiers that had had 
done their time, served their country,” said Evans.

Officials say they believe the information campaign has been working. Jensen said that about 1,500 
soldiers a week around the country are moving into the vaccinated category. “We expect, as we approach 
the deadline, that we’ll see some some larger growth.”

Russia pushes to block 2nd city in eastern Ukraine
By DAVID KEYTON and JOHN LEICESTER Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russian forces are trying to block a city in eastern Ukraine, the region’s governor 

said Saturday, after their relentless assault on a nearby city forced Ukrainian troops to begin withdrawal 
after weeks of intense fighting.

Russia also launched missile attacks on areas far from the heart of the eastern battles.
Serhiy Haidai, governor of the Luhansk region, said on Facebook that Russian forces are attempting to 

blockade the city of Lysychansk from the south. That city lies next to Sievierodonetsk, which has endured 
relentless assault and house-to-house fighting for weeks.

After Haidai said Friday that Ukrainian forces had begun retreating from Sievierodonetsk, military ana-
lyst Oleg Zhdanov said some of the troops were heading for Lysychansk. But Russian moves to cut off 
Lysychansk will give those retreating troops little respite.

Russian bombardment has reduced most of Sievierodonetsk to rubble and cut its population from 
100,0000 to 10,000. Some Ukrainian troops are holed up in the huge Azot chemical factory on the city’s 
edge, along with about 500 civilians.

Sievierodonetsk and Lysychansk have been the focal point of the Russian offensive aimed at capturing all 
of eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region and destroying the Ukrainian military defending it — the most capable 
and battle-hardened segment of the country’s armed forces. The two cities and surrounding areas are 
the last major pockets of Ukrainian resistance in the Luhansk region — 95% of which is under Russian 
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and local separatist forces’ control. The Russians and separatists also control about half of the Donetsk 
region, the second province in the Donbas.

Some 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) to the west, four Russian rockets hit a “military object” in Yaroviv, 
Lviv regional governor Maksym Kozytskyy said. He did not give further details of the target, but Yaroviv 
has a sizable military base used for training fighters, including foreigners who have volunteered to fight 
for Ukraine. That base was hit by Russian rockets in March, killing 35 people.

The Lviv region, although far from the front lines, has been hit by other rockets during the war, destroy-
ing fuel storage areas.

About 30 Russian rockets were fired on the Zhytomyr region in central Ukraine on Saturday morning, 
killing one Ukrainian soldier, regional governor Vitaliy Buchenko said.

In the north, about 20 rockets were fired from Belarus into the Chernihiv region, the Ukrainian military 
said.

A senior U.S. defense official, speaking in Washington on condition of anonymity, on Friday called the 
Ukrainians’ move out of Sievierodonetsk a “tactical retrograde” to consolidate forces into positions where 
they can better defend themselves. This will add to Ukraine’s effort to keep Russian forces pinned down 
longer in a small area, the official said.

Following a botched attempt to capture Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital, in the early stage of the invasion that 
started Feb. 24, Russian forces have shifted their focus to the Donbas, where the Ukrainian forces have 
fought Moscow-backed separatists since 2014.

After repeated Ukrainian requests to its Western allies for heavier weaponry to counter Russia’s edge in 
firepower, four medium-range American rocket launchers have arrived, with four more on the way.

The senior U.S. defense official said Friday that more Ukrainian forces are training outside Ukraine to 
use the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, and are expected back in their country with 
the weapons by mid-July. The rockets can travel about 45 miles (70 kilometers). Also to be sent are 18 
U.S. coastal and river patrol boats.

The official said there is no evidence Russia has been successful in intercepting any of what has been a 
steady flow of military aid into Ukraine from the U.S. and other nations. Russia has repeatedly threatened 
to strike, or actually claimed to have hit, such shipments.

Deadly quake a new blow to Afghans reeling from poverty
By EBRAHIM NOROOZI Associated Press
GAYAN, Afghanistan (AP) — Afghanistan’s deadly earthquake this week struck one of the poorest corners 

of a country that has been hollowed out by increasing poverty. Even as more aid arrived Saturday, many 
residents have no idea how they will rebuild the thousands of homes destroyed in villages strung through 
the mountains.

The quake, which state media says killed at least 1,150 people, hit hardest in a region of high mountains 
where Paktika and Khost provinces meet by the Pakistani border. There is little fertile land, so residents 
eke out what they can while largely relying on money sent by relatives who have migrated to Pakistan, 
Iran or further abroad for jobs.

Every one of the nearly two dozen homes in one village, Miradin, were reduced to rubble by Wednesday’s 
quake. In the rainy nights since, its several hundred residents have been sleeping in nearby woods and 
had still not received the aid that was slowly making its way into quake-hit areas.

Miradin residents told the Associated Press they worried whether they’d be able to rebuild before the 
harsh winter hits, in only a few months. Summer is short in the mountains, nights are already chilly.

It’s a fear felt across the quake-hit region, where nearly 3,000 homes are believed to have been destroyed.
“We are facing many problems. We need all kind of support, and we request the international community 

and Afghans who can help to come forward and help us,” said Dawlat Khan, a resident of Paktika’s Gayan 
District. Five members of his family were injured when his house collapsed.

Among the dead from Wednesday’s magnitude 6 quake are 121 children and that figure is expected to 
climb, said the U.N. children’s agency representative in Afghanistan. He said close to 70 children were 
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injured. An aftershock Friday took five more lives.

The total toll of 1,150 dead and at least 1,600 injured was reported by the Afghan state news agency 
Bakhtar. The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has put the death toll at 
770 people. Either toll would make the quake Afghanistan’s deadliest in two decades.

More aid was piling in on Saturday.
At Urgan, the main city in Paktika province, U.N. World Health Organization medical supplies were un-

loaded at the main hospital. In quake-hit villages, UNICEF delivered blankets, basic supplies and tarps for 
the homeless to use as tents.

In the district of Spera in Khost province on Saturday, UNICEF distributed water purification tablets along 
with soap and other hygiene materials. Aid groups said they feared cholera could break out after damage 
to water and hygiene systems.

New cargo flights of aid supplies arrived in Afghanistan from Pakistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
officials said. Pakistan’s government and a Pakistani charity had already sent 13 trucks carrying food, 
tents, life-saving medicine and other essential items, and Pakistan has opened some border crossings for 
injured to be brought in for treatment.

Overstretched aid agencies said the disaster underscored the need for the international community to 
rethink its financial cut-off of Afghanistan since Taliban insurgents seized the country 10 months ago. That 
policy, halting billions in development aid and freezing vital reserves, has helped push the economy into 
collapse and plunge Afghanistan deeper into humanitarian crises and near famine.

The effort to help the victims has been slowed both by geography and by Afghanistan’s decimated 
condition.

Rutted roads through the mountains, already slow to drive on, were made worse by quake damage and 
rain. The International Red Cross has five health facilities in the region, but damage to the roads made it 
difficult for those in the worse-hit areas to reach them, said Lucien Christen, ICRC spokesman in Afghanistan.

Aid groups said that while they are rushing to help the quake victims, keeping Afghanistan just above 
catastrophe through humanitarian programs is not sustainable.

“We are basically letting 25 million Afghan people to starve, to die, not to be able to earn their own 
living if we keep on with this financial blockade,” said Rossella Miccio, president of the aid organization 
Emergency that operates a network of healthcare facilities and surgical centers across Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s economy had been reliant on international donor support even before the Taliban takeover 
last August as the U.S. and its NATO allies were withdrawing their forces, ending a 20-year war.

World governments halted billions in development aid and froze billions more in Afghanistan’s currency 
reserves, refusing to recognize the Taliban government and demanding they allow a more inclusive rule 
and respect human rights. The former insurgents have resisted the pressure, imposing restrictions on the 
freedoms of women and girls that recall their first time in power in the late 1990s.

The cut-off yanked the props out from under the economy. Now nearly half the population of 38 million 
cannot meet their basic food needs because of poverty. Most civil servants, including doctors, nurses and 
teachers, have not been paid for months, and salaries remain sporadic.

U.N. agencies and other remaining organizations have kept Afghanistan away from the brink of starvation 
with a humanitarian program that has fed millions and kept the medical system alive.

But with international donors lagging, U.N. agencies face a $3 billion funding shortfall this year.

‘Total bloodbath’: Witnesses describe Ethiopia ethnic attack
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The heavily armed men appeared around the small farming village in Ethiopia’s 

Oromia region, frightening residents already on edge after recent clashes between government troops 
and rebels.

“The militants assured us that they will not touch us. They said they are not after us,” resident Nur Hus-
sein Abdi told The Associated Press. “But in reality, they were surrounding our whole village for a deadly 
massacre. What happened the next day was a total bloodbath.”
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Abdi escaped by hiding on a rooftop, a horrified witness to one of the worst mass killings in Ethiopia in 

recent years. Hundreds of people, mostly ethnic Amhara, were slaughtered in Tole village and the sur-
roundings on June 18 in the latest explosion of ethnic violence in Africa’s second most populous nation.

Multiple witnesses told the AP they are still discovering bodies, with some put in mass graves containing 
scores of people. The Amhara Association of America said it has confirmed 503 civilians killed. Ethiopian 
authorities have not released figures. One witness, Mohammed Kemal, said he has witnessed 430 bodies 
buried, and others are still exposed and decomposing.

Kemal begged Ethiopia’s government to relocate the survivors, saying the armed men had threatened 
to return.

“They killed infants, children, women and the elderly,” resident Ahmed Kasim said. The Amhara Associa-
tion of America said the dead include a 100-year-old and a one-month-old baby, and some people were 
killed in a mosque where they had tried to hide.

Residents and Oromia regional officials have blamed the Oromo Liberation Army, an armed group that 
Ethiopia’s government has declared a terrorist organization. An OLA spokesman denied it, alleging that 
federal troops and regional militia attacked the villagers for their perceived support of the OLA as they 
retreated from an OLA offensive.

Again, Ethiopians are left wondering why the federal government failed to protect them from the violent 
side of the country’s ethnic tensions — and why ethnic minorities in a federal system based on identity 
are left so vulnerable.

Teddy Afro, Ethiopia’s much celebrated pop star, released two songs this week highlighting the crisis 
that has worsened in the past four years and dedicating his songs to civilians who have lost their lives.

“It’s never an option to keep quiet when a mountain of death comes in front of me,” one of his lyrics says.
On Friday, thousands of students at Gondar University in the neighboring Amhara region protested the 

killings and demanded justice.
Ethiopia’s Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, has said security forces have launched a military operation against 

the OLA, but many Ethiopians appear skeptical after seeing the deadly cycle play out in the past.
The president of the Oromia region, Shimelis Abdisa, on Thursday acknowledged that it will be difficult 

to arrange security in every location, but said the current operation “will cripple the enemy’s ability to 
move from place to place.”

Ethnic Amhara are Ethiopia’s second-largest ethnic group but have found themselves under attack in 
some areas where they are in the minority. Several dozen were killed in attacks in the Benishangul Gumuz 
and Oromia regions over the past three years alone.

“Ethnic Amharas who live outside of their region do not have legal and political representation, which 
results in no protection,” said Muluken Tesfaw, a community activist who tracks abuses against the Amhara. 
“There were even speeches by Oromia region government officials that seek to reduce Amharic-speaking 
people.”

“An anti-Amhara narrative has been spreading for over 50 years now,” said Belete Molla, chairman of 
the opposition NaMA party. “The Amhara living in Oromia and Benishangul are hence being targeted.” 
He also accused some members of the Oromia region’s ruling party of “working for or sympathizing with 
the Oromo Liberation Army.”

The latest mass killings brought international alarm. The United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Michelle Bachelet, has urged Ethiopian authorities to hold “prompt, impartial and through” inves-
tigations. The U.S. State Department called on Ethiopians to “reject violence and pursue peace.”

Ethiopia continues to struggle with ethnic tensions in several parts of the country and a deadly conflict 
in the northern Tigray region that has severely affected the once rapidly growing economy, but the prime 
minister is adamant that better days are ahead.

“There is no doubt that Ethiopia is on the path of prosperity,” he declared in a parliament address this 
month.

But Ethiopians who escaped the latest attack seek answers.
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Nur Hussein said he and other Tole villagers had called nearby officials about the appearance of the 

armed men shortly before the violence exploded. “Their response was muted. They said there were no 
specific threats to respond to. But look at what unfolded,” he said. “God willing, we will get past this, but 
it is a scar that will live with us forever.”

Last Nevada county approves primary results after hand count
By KEN RITTER, GABE STERN and SCOTT SONNER Associated Press
RENO, Nev. (AP) — Counties across Nevada on Friday certified the last outstanding results of the state’s 

June 14 primary election after critics questioned the tallies by describing their own experiences at the polls 
and repeating conspiracy theories that nearly derailed certification in New Mexico last week.

Esmeralda County, Nevada’s least populated, became the last to certify its countywide results Friday 
night less than two hours before a midnight deadline.

But it wasn’t before two county commissioners and a few election workers spent more than seven hours 
hand-counting all 317 ballots in the courthouse in Goldfield — an old mining town halfway between Las 
Vegas and Reno.

“Everything matches,” Esmeralda County Commissioner Ralph Keyes said when he and Commissioner 
Timothy Hipp briefly reconvened to formally canvass the vote and approved it 2-0.

Nevada’s other 16 counties already had certified the primary results and sent their formal canvass report 
to the secretary state.

The largest, Clark in Las Vegas and Washoe in Reno, were among those that provided their stamp of 
approval earlier Friday despite opposition from members of the public who made unsubstantiated claims 
about suspicions of fraud and manipulated voting machines.

The process of counties certifying election results has historically been a routine and ministerial task, 
reviewing the work done by local election officials to verify the accuracy of the vote count.

But these meetings have become the latest flashpoint in efforts to cast doubt on elections in the U.S. 
after a rural, Republican-led county in New Mexico last week initially refused to certify citing unspecified 
concerns about their voting equipment.

In Esmeralda County, where a tie in a deadlocked election for the county commission in 2002 was bro-
ken by a draw from a deck of cards, some confusion over the tally for Nevada’s unique option to vote for 
“None of these candidates” contributed to delays Friday night.

District Attorney Robert Glennen told the commissioners when they convened Friday after postponing 
action scheduled Thursday that he found nothing in state law that either specifically permitted or prohib-
ited them from doing a hand recount.

“It’s a gray area. You guys do it if you want to do it,” he said.
Nevada Attorney General Aaron Ford, a Democrat seeking re-election in the western battleground state, 

hadn’t decided how the state would proceed if any county refused to certify the results or missed Friday’s 
11:59 p.m. deadline because it had never happened before, his spokesman John Sadler said on Thursday.

Sadler didn’t immediately respond to requests for comment late Friday.
In Reno, commissioners heard from several residents who said they objected to state law sending mail 

ballots to every registered voter. Some complained of receiving multiple ballots in their name or for people 
no longer living at their address, arguing this was proof of fraud and the election was corrupt.

But there are multiple checks built into the system, including signature verification and ballot tracking 
to ensure that one person can only cast one ballot that is counted. Election officials said Friday they do 
not count more than one ballot.

In Clark County, upset voters complained about a lack of transparency when ballots were tallied and 
problems with the state’s voter rolls, including some who said their party affiliations were changed. Others 
talked about being directed to specific voting machines if they were registered as Republicans.

Resident Charles Bossert said he received multiple ballots, but knew it was illegal to cast more than one 
so he only voted once. He asked commissioners to “stand in the gap and do what is right.”
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“As a community, it feels like none of the votes count and democracy is dying in a lack of transparency,” 

Bossert said. “This is really a pivotal moment.”
County Registrar of Voters Joe Gloria reported more than half of the 288,683 ballots cast were by mail 

and only a fraction of 1% involved discrepancies that ranged from voters going to the wrong precinct to 
people changing their party affiliation after submitting a mail ballot.

Helen Oseguera, a Republican candidate for county assessor, called the commissioners liars and cheaters.
The audience erupted with boos after the unanimous vote to certify, and people promised court action 

to challenge the election.
Commissioners in Nye County expressed what Chairman Frank Carbone called “a little bit of concern 

about the process” but approved the results on a 4-1 vote.
“Just too many issues,” Vice Chairman Leo Blundo said as he cast the “no” vote.
The 2020 election continues to dominate public discourse around voting and elections in the U.S., as 

Trump supporters and allies repeat claims without evidence that the presidency was stolen from Trump.
At one point during the Washoe County debate, a woman in the audience chanted “Biden cheated, Biden 

cheated!” as a speaker mentioned former President Donald Trump’s claims about a stolen election. One 
man wore a “Biden is NOT my president” cap while he urged commissioners not to certify.

Nearly two hours after the meeting began, commissioners voted 4-1 to certify results.
Even before the November 2020 election, Trump was telling his supporters that fraud was the only way 

he could lose, pointing mostly — and without evidence — to the expansion of mail-in voting during the 
pandemic.

In the months since, the claims have been dismissed by dozens of judges, by Trump’s attorney general 
at the time, and by a coalition of federal and state election and cybersecurity officials who called the 2020 
vote the “most secure” in U.S. history.

But the false claims prompted commissioners last week in rural Otero County, New Mexico, to initially 
refuse to certify results from their June 7 primary. After a showdown with the secretary of state and an 
order by the New Mexico Supreme Court to certify, the commissioners voted 2-1 to sign off on the elec-
tion and avert a broader crisis.

The delay in Nevada’s Esmeralda County — where Trump won 82% of the vote in 2020 — occurred amid 
distrust by voters fueled by unfounded voting machine conspiracies that have spread in the U.S. over the 
past two years.

Esmeralda County Clerk-Treasurer LaCinda Elgan said called the primary “absolutely safe and fair.”
Election experts say hand-counting of ballots is not only less accurate but extremely labor-intensive, 

potentially delaying results by weeks if not months in larger counties. They also say it’s unnecessary be-
cause voting equipment is tested before and after elections to ensure ballots are read and tallied correctly.

Under Nevada law, if there’s a tie after a recount the winner is determined by “lot” — a coin flip, roll of 
a die, draw of cards or straws. Democrat R.J. Gillum broke his 107-107 deadlock with Republican Delores 
“Dee” Honeycutt for Esmeralda County commissioner in November 2002 when each drew a jack from a 
deck in the courthouse in Goldfield — but his was a spade, which trumped Honeycutt’s diamond.

Guns and abortion: Contradictory decisions, or consistent?
By KATE BRUMBACK, ADAM GELLER and MICHAEL TARM Associated Press
They are the most fiercely polarizing issues in American life: abortion and guns. And two momentous 

decisions by the Supreme Court in two days have done anything but resolve them, firing up debate about 
whether the court’s conservative justices are being faithful and consistent to history and the Constitution 
— or citing them to justify political preferences.

To some critics, the rulings represent an obvious, deeply damaging contradiction. How can the court justify 
restricting the ability of states to regulate guns while expanding the right of states to regulate abortion?

“The hypocrisy is raging, but the harm is endless,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Friday after the 
court released its decision on abortion.
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To supporters, the court’s conservatives are staying true to the country’s founding principles and undo-

ing errors of the past.
The court corrected a historic wrong when it voided a right to abortion that has stood for nearly 50 years, 

former Vice President Mike Pence said Friday. On Twitter, he said the decision returned to Americans the 
power to “govern themselves at the state level in a manner consistent with their values and aspirations.”

Opponents of Roe v. Wade, the controversial 1973 ruling that upheld the right to abortion, say the Su-
preme Court back then did just what some accuse the majority justices of doing now, adapting and twisting 
legal arguments to fit political positions.

Members of the court’s current conservative majority, laying out their thinking in this week’s decisions, 
have been quite consistent, sticking to the words of the country’s founders and the precedents of history 
that reach back even further, those supporters say.

In both decisions, the majority makes the case that if a right is spelled out in the U.S. Constitution, the 
bar for any government regulation of that right is extremely high. But if a right is not explicit, state and 
federal governments have greater leeway to impose regulations.

To those who study the court, though, the reality is more complicated.
A number agree that, for all the controversy of the rulings, the majority justices at least followed a con-

sistent legal theory in issuing the decisions on abortion and guns.
“I understand how it might look hypocritical, but from the perspective of the conservative majority on 

the court, it’s a consistent approach to both cases,” said Richard Albert, law professor at the University 
of Texas at Austin. “I’m not saying it’s correct, by the way, but from their perspective it is completely 
consistent and coherent.”

Consistency, though, cannot mask the fact that there has been a seismic shift on the court since Presi-
dent Donald Trump appointed three conservatives. And that is likely to further muddy public perceptions 
of an institution that prefers to see itself as being above politics, court watchers say.

Both decisions “come from the same court whose legitimacy is plummeting,” said Laurence Tribe, a lead-
ing scholar of Constitutional law and emeritus professor at the Harvard Law School.

The court majority’s decisions on gun rights and the ruling a day later on abortion both rely on a phi-
losophy of constitutional interpretation called “originalism.” To assess what rights the Constitution confers, 
originalists hone in on what the texts meant when they were written.

Opinions by originalists are often laden with detailed surveys of history, as both these rulings are.
The bulk of Justice Clarence Thomas’ opinion on gun rights is devoted to history and what it says about 

the Founders’ intentions when they crafted the Second Amendment and when lawmakers crafted the 14th 
Amendment on due process in the 1860s. Thomas broached a long list of historical figures, including the 
English King Henry VIII, who the ruling says worried that the advent of handguns threatened his subjects’ 
proficiency with the longbow.

The abortion ruling authored by Justice Samuel Alito similarly delves deep into the past, concluding that 
there was nothing in the historical record supporting a constitutional right to obtain an abortion.

“Not only was there no support for such a constitutional right until shortly before Roe, but abortion had 
long been a crime in every single state,” Alito wrote.

This week’s two decisions are more legally consistent than critics suggest, said Jonathan Entin, a law 
professor emeritus at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland.

“We can debate about the meaning of the Second Amendment, but the Second Amendment does ex-
plicitly talk about the right to keep and bear arms, whereas the right to abortion access is not explicitly 
in the Constitution,” he said. “If that’s where you are going to go, then maybe these decisions are not in 
such tension after all.”

Not all observers agree.
“I think there is a double standard going on here,” said Barry McDonald, a professor of law at Pepperdine 

University, reviewing the justices’ arguments that both decisions are grounded in a strict reading of the 
law and of history. That logic is shaky, he said, given the conclusion by many legal historians that the right 
to bear arms in the Bill of Rights is, in fact, much narrower than the court majority insists.
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Most ordinary Americans, though, will be unfamiliar with such intricate legal theory. Instead, many will 

size up the court’s actions based on their perceptions of the justices’ motives and the personal implica-
tions of the decisions, experts said.

Many are likely to view the rulings as the direct result of Trump’s appointments and the justices’ deter-
mination to carry out his agenda, making the court “more of an institution of politics than it is of law,” 
McDonald said.

Tribe said the court’s majority has embraced an imaginary past and its claims that is only upholding the 
law are false. The majority justices can assert that they have been legally consistent. But taken together, 
he said, the decisions on guns and abortion create a whiplash effect from a court that claims to be pro-
tecting individual rights, then effectively limited many Americans’ control over their own bodies.

“I think the decisions point in radically different directions,” Tribe said, “but the one thing they have in 
common is they are decided by a new, emboldened majority that knows no limits on its own power and 
is perfectly willing to toss over precedent in the name of a version of originalism that really doesn’t hold 
together.”

Inflation sparks global wave of protests for higher pay, aid
By AYA BATRAWY Associated Press
Rising food costs. Soaring fuel bills. Wages that are not keeping pace. Inflation is plundering people’s 

wallets, sparking a wave of protests and workers’ strikes around the world.
This week alone saw protests by the political opposition in Pakistan, nurses in Zimbabwe, unionized 

workers in Belgium, railway workers in Britain, Indigenous people in Ecuador, hundreds of U.S. pilots and 
some European airline workers. Sri Lanka’s prime minister declared an economic collapse Wednesday 
after weeks of political turmoil.

Economists say Russia’s war in Ukraine amplified inflation by further pushing up the cost of energy and 
prices of fertilizer, grains and cooking oils as farmers struggle to grow and export crops in one of the 
world’s key agricultural regions.

As prices rise, inflation threatens to exacerbate inequalities and widen the gap between billions of people 
struggling to cover their costs and those who are able to keep spending.

“We are not all in this together,” said Matt Grainger, head of inequality policy at antipoverty organiza-
tion Oxfam. “How many of the richest even know what a loaf of bread costs? They don’t really, they just 
absorb the prices.”

Oxfam is calling on the Group of 7 leading industrialized nations, which are holding their annual sum-
mit this weekend in Germany, to provide debt relief to developing economies and to tax corporations on 
excess profits.

“This isn’t just a standalone crisis. It’s coming off the back of an appalling pandemic that fueled increased 
inequality worldwide,” Grainger said. “I think we will see more and more protests.”

The demonstrations have caught the attention of governments, which have responded to soaring con-
sumer prices with support measures like expanded subsidies for utility bills and cuts to fuel taxes. Often, 
that offers little relief because energy markets are volatile. Central banks are trying to ease inflation by 
raising interest rates.

Meanwhile, striking workers have pressured employers to engage in talks on raising wages to keep up 
with rising prices.

Eddie Dempsey, a senior official with Britain’s Rail, Maritime and Transport Union, which brought U.K. 
train services to a near standstill with strikes this week, said there are going to be more demands for pay 
increases across other sectors.

“It’s about time Britain had a pay rise. Wages have been falling for 30 years and corporate profits have 
been going through the roof,” Dempsey said.

Last week, thousands of truckers in South Korea ended an eight-day strike that caused shipment delays 
as they called for minimum wage guarantees amid soaring fuel prices. Months earlier, some 10,000 kilo-
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meters (6,200 miles) away, truckers in Spain went on strike to protest fuel prices.

Peru’s government imposed a brief curfew after protests against fuel and food prices turned violent in 
April. Truckers and other transport workers also had gone on strike and blocked key highways.

Protests over the cost of living ousted Sri Lanka’s prime minister last month. Middle-class families say 
they’re forced to skip meals because of the island nation’s economic crisis, prompting them to contemplate 
leaving the country altogether.

The situation is particularly dire for refugees and the poor in conflict areas such as Afghanistan, Yemen, 
Myanmar and Haiti, where fighting has forced people to flee their homes and rely on aid organizations, 
themselves struggling to raise money.

“How much for my kidney?” is the question most asked of one of Kenya’s largest hospitals. Kenyatta 
National Hospital reminded people on Facebook this week that selling human organs is illegal.

For the middle class in Europe, it’s become more expensive to commute to work and put food on the 
table.

“Increase our salaries. Now!” chanted thousands of unionized workers in Brussels this week.
“I came here to defend the purchasing power of citizens because demonstrating is the only way to make 

change,” protester Genevieve Cordier said. “We cannot cope anymore. Even with two salaries ... both of 
us are working, and we cannot get our head above water.”

In some countries, a combination of government corruption and mismanagement underpin the economic 
turmoil, particularly in politically gridlocked countries like Lebanon and Iraq.

The protests reflect a sense of growing financial insecurity. Here’s how that has played out in Africa:
— Health care professionals in Zimbabwe went on strike this week after rejecting the government’s of-

fer of a 100% pay rise. The nurses say the offer does not come close to skyrocketing inflation of 130%.
— Kenyans have protested in the streets and online as the price of food jumped by 12% in the past year.
— One of Tunisia’s most powerful labor unions staged a nationwide public sector strike last week. The 

North African country faces a deteriorating economic crisis.
— Hundreds of activists this month protested the rising cost of living in Burkina Faso. The U.N. World 

Food Program says the price of corn and millet has shot up more than 60% since last year, reaching as 
high as 122% in some provinces.

“As far as this cost of living that keeps increasing is concerned, we realized that the authorities have 
betrayed the people,” said Issaka Porgo, president of the civil society coalition behind the protest in the 
west African country.

Protesters condemn the military junta, which ousted the democratically elected president in January, for 
giving themselves a pay raise while the population faces rising prices.

The International Monetary Fund says inflation will average about 6% in advanced economies and nearly 
9% in emerging and developing economies this year. Global economic growth is projected to slow by 40%, 
to 3.6%, this year and next. The IMF is calling on governments to focus support packages to those most 
in need to avoid triggering a recession.

The slowdown comes as the COVID-19 pandemic is still gripping industries worldwide, from manufacturing 
to tourism. Climate change and drought are hitting agricultural production in some countries, prompting 
export bans that push up food prices even further.

Rising food prices are particularly painful in low-income countries, where 42% of household incomes are 
spent on food, said Peter Ceretti, an analyst tracking food security at risk advisory firm Eurasia Group.

“We will see more protests, probably broader and angrier, but I do not expect destabilizing or regime-
changing protests,” he said, as producers adjust and governments approve subsidies.

Lightning win Game 5, deny Avs chance to take Stanley Cup
By PAT GRAHAM AP Sports Writer
DENVER (AP) — The Stanley Cup was in the building and just waiting to be paraded around the ice.
Pack it up. It’s heading back to Florida.
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The resilient Tampa Bay Lightning spoiled Colorado’s party to stay in the hunt for a third straight Stanley 

Cup title, beating the Avalanche 3-2 on Friday night in Game 5.
Ondrej Palat scored with 6:22 remaining and Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 35 shots in front of a raucous 

crowd hoping to celebrate the Avalanche’s first championship in 21 years.
“That’s what good teams do — you find a way,” Lightning forward Corey Perry said. “Keep plugging 

along. This is fun. This is what hockey’s all about, different guys stepping up at different times.”
Game 6 is Sunday night in Tampa. The Lightning trail the best-of-seven series 3-2.
“Listen, this is a huge challenge for us,” Lightning forward Pat Maroon said. “An exciting challenge, too. 

You’ve got to be excited for this challenge and embrace it.”
The Cup was all shined up and ready for the moment — almost beckoning to the Avalanche from the 

side. It’s back on the road for the Avalanche, where they’re 8-1 so far in their playoff run.
“We have belief in our room that we can win every game we go out and play,” defenseman Devon Toews 

said. “We feel like we had a decent game tonight, pretty good game. Obviously it wasn’t enough tonight.”
Nikita Kucherov and defenseman Jan Rutta also scored for the Lightning. Valeri Nichushkin and Cale 

Makar had goals for Colorado. Makar’s third-period tally bounced off the skate of Erik Cernak and through 
the pads of Vasilevskiy to tie it at 2.

That set the stage for Palat, whose shot slipped through the pads of Darcy Kuemper. It was Palat’s 16th 
career go-ahead playoff goal, which trails only Brayden Point (18) in franchise history.

“I thought I played it well, slid over,” Kuemper said. “It just found a little hole.”
Tampa Bay regrouped after an emotional Game 4 loss at home on a overtime goal from Colorado forward 

Nazem Kadri. The Lightning felt the Avalanche might have had too many players on the ice on the winner.
A similar too-many-players-on-the-ice scenario unfolded Friday — and this time it was called. With 2:43 

remaining, the Lightning went on the power play and made it so that Colorado couldn’t pull Kuemper until 
the final moments. They weathered the Avalanche’s late barrage.

Just the Lightning showing their championship mettle. They’ve already rallied back from a 3-2 deficit 
to Toronto in the first round, and climbed out of a 2-0 hole against the New York Rangers in the Eastern 
Conference finals.

Completing this comeback series win would put them in an entirely different category. Only one team 
has rallied to capture a Game 7 in the final after trailing 3-1 in a series — the 1942 Toronto Maple Leafs.

This is a gritty Lightning squad that’s showing no signs of slowing down against a speedy Avalanche 
team and even after all the contests they’ve logged. Tampa Bay has played in 67 postseason games since 
the start of the first round in 2020, nearly an entire extra season.

Their resolve has impressed Lightning coach Jon Cooper. His team improved to 3-0 this season when 
facing potential elimination games.

“The mental fortitude you have to have to not buckle in the environment we were just in and play the 
type of game they did, there’s a reason they’ve got a couple rings on their fingers,” Cooper said.

The Avalanche are trying to capture their first title since 2001. The Avalanche fans were out in full force 
— both inside the building (an upper-level ticket on game day was going for around $1,500) and outside 
at a nearby watch party.

“It’s not supposed to be easy and it’s not going to be easy,” Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog said. 
“We knew that coming into this. We knew that coming into tonight. ... Short memory in the playoffs and 
that’s what we’re going to do.”

The Avalanche are 2 for 2 in their visits to the Stanley Cup Final. They also won in 1996, which was their 
inaugural season in Denver after relocating from Quebec.

Soon after Nichushkin tied it at 1-apiece in the second, Kucherov knocked in a goal off the post. The 
power-play goal was with Alex Killorn in the box for holding, along with J.T. Compher (holding the stick) 
and Makar (tripping), making for a 4-on-3 situation.

Bednar wasn’t exactly thrilled with the call on Makar.
“There was no intent there. I don’t even think he was checking that guy,” Bednar said. “Look to me like 

he kind of tripped over a stick. It’s a tough one.”
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Kuemper finished with 26 saves.
“He was OK,” Bednar said. “I’d like to see him get the first one, obviously.”
That first one would be Rutta’s score less than five minutes into the game that zapped some of the 

energy from the crowd. It was his first goal of these playoffs.
“We’ve been here. Have we been down 3-1? No,” Cooper said. “But we’ve been in these situations where 

we know the feeling of being in an elimination game.”

With war, Kyiv pride parade becomes a peace march in Warsaw
By VANESSA GERA Associated Press
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Ukraine’s largest LGBTQ rights event, KyivPride, is going ahead on Saturday. 

But not on its native streets and not as a celebration.
It will instead join Warsaw’s yearly Equality Parade, the largest gay pride event in central Europe, using 

it as a platform to keep international attention focused on the Ukrainian struggle for freedom.
“We are marching for political support for Ukraine, and we’re marching for basic human rights for Ukrainian 

people,” KyivPride director Lenny Emson said. “It is not a celebration. We will wait for victory to celebrate.”
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are among civilians and soldiers killed by Russian forces. 

There has been a recent push for same-sex partnerships to be recognized, not least because of the need 
for partners to bury each other in war.

If the country were to be defeated, it would be a tragedy for Ukrainian people as a whole, but LGBTQ 
people would risk being “erased completely,” meaning killed, forced to flee or to hide their identities, said 
Emson, whose organization also runs a shelter for LGBTQ people who have fled Ukrainian territory oc-
cupied by the Russian forces. One LGBTQ rights activist in occupied Kherson has disappeared.

In a manifesto, KyivPride calls on people to realize that the geographical border between democratic 
Ukraine on one side and autocratic Russia and Belarus on the other “is not just a separation line between 
the states, but also a boundary between the territory of freedom and a zone of oppression.”

Russia passed a law in 2013 that bans the depiction of homosexuality to minors, something human 
rights groups view as a way to demonize LGBTQ people and discriminate against them. Dubbed the “Gay 
Propaganda” law, it came amid a larger crackdown on civil liberties in Russia and inspired the passage of 
a similar law in Hungary last year.

Klementyna Suchanow, the author of a book about global efforts to roll back the rights of women and 
LGBTQ people, argues that if Ukrainians lose the war, it would mark a defeat for a range of progressive 
causes, including feminism, LGBTQ rights and the efforts to fight climate change.

“This is why the war in Ukraine is about everything,” said Suchanow, a prominent Polish feminist activist 
and the author of “This is War: Women, Fundamentalists and the new Middle Ages.” She was planning to 
march on Saturday.

KyivPride could not take place in the Ukrainian capital this year because martial law prevents large 
gatherings, Emson explained.

On Saturday, it will be given the honor of leading the Equality Parade in Warsaw — one of many ways 
that Poles have stepped up to help their embattled Ukrainian neighbors.

Poland’s conservative government has been a strong ally of Ukraine, sending humanitarian aid and 
weapons and allowing its territory to be used to for other countries to transfer aid of their own.

But its stance on LGBTQ rights has also made Poland an unlikely host for a gay rights event.
In recent years the government has depicted the LGBTQ rights movement as an attack on the nation’s 

Catholic traditions and as a force that threatens to corrupt the youth, echoing the rhetoric behind the 
Russian and Hungarian laws.

But Polish society as a whole has grown more accepting of LGBTQ people. Emson said the KyivPride 
organizers had considered holding their event in other European capitals but decided that Warsaw’s young 
and energetic rights movement was a better fit.

LGBTQ people in Ukraine still face considerable discrimination, but they have made strides in recent 
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years as the country has sought to tie its fate to the West. The evolution of LGBT rights is underlined by 
KyivPride’s own evolution since it was founded 10 years ago. In 2012, it was so heavily outnumbered by 
angry counter-protesters that participants didn’t dare march. Participants have been beaten and a large 
police presence is needed to protect them. Yet the event has continued to grow, with 7,000 participating 
last year.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, whose courageous wartime leadership has gained attention in recent 
months, won the respect of LGBTQ people in Ukraine when a man wearing a cross and spouting homo-
phobic rhetoric heckled him at a news conference in 2019.

Zelenskyy shot back with anger: “Leave those people alone, for God’s sake.”
Since then, however, his party has also taken steps that LGBTQ rights activists view as a threat to their 

struggle.

Athletes react to the Supreme Court’s abortion decision
By ANNE M. PETERSON AP Sports Writer
U.S. national soccer team star Megan Rapinoe expressed her anger Friday over the Supreme Court’s 

decision to strip the nation’s constitutional protections for abortion, decrying an erosion of rights that 
women have had for a generation.

“I think the cruelty is the point because this is not pro life by any means,” said Rapinoe, who was close 
to tears at times as she expressed her outrage.

The always outspoken Rapinoe was joined by some of the country’s leading sports figures in publicly 
sharing their dismay, anger and concern after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, which guar-
anteed a woman’s constitutional right to abortion.

Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron James tweeted that the ruling was about “ power and control,” and he 
retweeted a couple posts about the effect of the decision on Black women.

In a joint statement, NBA Commissioner Adam Silver and WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert said 
the leagues “believe that women should be able to make their own decisions concerning their health and 
future, and we believe that freedom should be protected.”

“We will continue to advocate for gender and health equity, including ensuring our employees have ac-
cess to reproductive health care, regardless of their location,” they said.

Rapinoe is in Colorado as the two-time defending World Cup champions prepare for a game Saturday 
against Colombia. As a gay woman, she also spoke about fears that the conservative court would come 
for her rights next.

“We live in country that forever tries to chip away what you have innately, what you have been privileged 
enough to feel your entire life,” she said.

The high court’s decision will directly impact women who play for teams in states that could ban abor-
tions outright in the wake of the ruling.

That is the situation in Kentucky, home of Racing Louisville of the National Women’s Soccer League, 
where access to abortion ended abruptly with Friday’s ruling.

Kentucky had a trigger law enacted in 2019, that now ends nearly all abortions in that state.
“Kentuckians requiring an abortion will be forced to drive an average of 245 miles for proper health care 

in the wake of today’s Supreme Court decision. This development leaves us especially concerned about 
marginalized members of our community and future Supreme Court decisions that could impact them,” 
Racing Louisville said in a statement.

In Florida, a new law goes into effect on July 1 that will ban all abortions after 15 weeks. The NWSL’s 
Orlando Pride put out a joint statement with Orlando City of Major League Soccer.

“Access to safe reproductive health care and having autonomy over one’s body are basic, nonnegotiable 
human rights, and our club deeply objects to today’s Supreme Court decision,” it said.

Texas, home to the NWSL’s Houston Dash and the WNBA’s Dallas Wings, is among 13 states that have 
trigger laws similar to Kentucky. Two other WNBA teams, the Indiana Fever and the Atlanta Dream, are 
in states where abortion restrictions are possible.
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Just a day before the ruling, Billie Jean King celebrated the anniversary of Title IX and it’s impact on 

women and sports.
“This decision will not end abortion. What it will end is safe and legal access to this vital medical proce-

dure. It is a sad day in the United States,” King said in a statement.
In her 2021 autobiography “All In,” King said she had an abortion in 1971 in California, where it was 

legal. Her name also appeared on a petition to legalize abortion in a 1972 edition of Ms. Magazine, joining 
several prominent women stating they’d had an abortion.

The criticism of the court’s decision came cascading down from women coaches, players, teams and 
unions.

Tennis player Coco Gauff found it hard to believe.
“Incredibly disappointed by the decision made today. The sad part is this will not stop abortions from 

happening … this will only increase illegal and unsafe abortions. Today is a very sad day for our country 
and I cannot believe once again history is repeating itself,” tweeted the 18-year-old Gauff, runner-up at 
the French Open earlier this month.

The WNBA players association did not mince words: “This ruling provides a treacherous pathway to 
abortion bans that reinforce economic, social and political inequalities and could lead to higher rates of 
maternal mortality while eviscerating rights to reproductive freedom for everyone.”

Michigan’s Carol Hutchins, the winningest coach in college softball history, said she was informed of the 
decision by news alerts on her phone Friday.

“I totally expected it to happen because it’s been talked about and it was clear this was coming,” Hutchins 
said. “Women’s rights are human rights and in general, human rights in this country are under siege in 
my opinion. I’m concerned for people’s rights to life, liberty and happiness.”

But women weren’t the only athletes speaking out.
Stefan Frei, goalkeeper for the Seattle Sounders, went to Twitter soon after the decision was handed 

down.
“Impose a constitutional right to concealed carry of firearms, and following day end the fundamental 

constitutional protection of reproductive rights!? Our country is actively moving in the wrong direction,” 
Frei said, referencing the Supreme Court’s decision striking down New York’s “proper cause” requirement 
limiting who can carry a gun.

Army Guard troops risk dismissal as vaccine deadline looms
By LOLITA C. BALDOR Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Up to 40,000 Army National Guard soldiers across the country — or about 13% 

of the force — have not yet gotten the mandated COVID-19 vaccine, and as the deadline for shots looms, 
at least 14,000 of them have flatly refused and could be forced out of the service.

Guard soldiers have until Thursday to get the vaccine. And according to data obtained by The Associated 
Press, between 20% to 30% of the Guard soldiers in six states are not vaccinated, and more than 10% 
in 43 other states still need shots.

Guard leaders say states are doing all they can to encourage soldiers to get vaccinated by the time limit. 
And they said they will work with the roughly 7,000 who have sought exemptions, which are almost all 
for religious reasons.

“We’re going to give every soldier every opportunity to get vaccinated and continue their military career. 
Every soldier that is pending an exemption, we will continue to support them through their process,” said 
Lt. Gen. Jon Jensen, director of the Army National Guard, in an Associated Press interview. “We’re not 
giving up on anybody until the separation paperwork is signed and completed. There’s still time.”

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin last year ordered all service members — active-duty, National Guard and 
Reserves — to get the vaccine, saying it is critical to maintaining the health and readiness of the force. 
The military services had varying deadlines for their forces, and the Army National Guard was given the 
longest amount of time to get the shots, mainly because it’s a large force of about 330,000 soldiers who 
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are widely scattered around the country, many in remote locations.

The Army Guard’s vaccine percentage is the lowest among the U.S. military — with all the active duty 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps at 97% or greater and the Air Guard at about 94%. The Army 
reported Friday that 90% of Army Reserve forces were partially or completely vaccinated.

The Pentagon has said that after June 30, Guard members won’t be paid by the federal government 
when they are activated on federal status, which includes their monthly drill weekends and their two-week 
annual training period. Guard troops mobilized on federal status and assigned to the southern border or 
on COVID-19 missions in various states also would have to be vaccinated or they would not be allowed 
to participate or be paid.

To make it more complicated, however, Guard soldiers on state activate duty may not have to be vac-
cinated — based on the requirements in their states. As long as they remain in state duty status, they 
can be paid by the state and used for state missions.

At least seven governors formally asked Austin to reconsider or not enforce the vaccine mandate for 
National Guard members, and some filed or signed on to lawsuits. In letters to the governors, Austin 
declined, and said that the coronavirus “takes our service members out of the fight, temporarily or per-
manently, and jeopardizes our ability to meet mission requirements.” He said Guard troops must either 
get the vaccine or lose their Guard status.

Jensen and Maj. Gen. Jill Faris, director of the Guard’s office of the Joint Surgeon General, said they are 
working with states adjutants general to get progress updates, including on the nearly 20,000 troops who 
are not flat refusals and haven’t submitted any type of exemption request. Some, they said, may just be 
a lag in self-reporting, while others may still be undecided.

“Part of those undefined are our soldiers who say, well, I have until 30 June and so I’ll take till 30 June,” 
said Jensen.

Others may have promised to bring in vaccine paperwork, and haven’t done it yet. Still others are on 
the books, but haven’t yet reported to basic training, so don’t have to be vaccinated until they get there. 
It’s not clear how many are in each category.

Jensen acknowledged that if the current numbers hold, there are concerns about possible impact on 
Guard readiness in the states, including whether it will affect any Guard units preparing to deploy.

“When you’re looking at, 40,000 soldiers that potentially are in that unvaccinated category, absolutely 
there’s readiness implications on that and concerns associated with that,” said Jensen. “That’s a significant 
chunk.”

Overall, according to the data obtained by the AP, about 85% of all Army Guard soldiers are fully vac-
cinated. Officials said that if those with one shot are counted, 87% are at least partially vaccinated.

Across the country, in all but one case, Guard soldiers are vaccinated at a higher rate that the general 
population in their state. Only in New Jersey is the percentage of vaccinated Guard solders very slightly 
lower than the state’s overall population, as of earlier this month when the data was collected.

The three U.S. territories — Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico — and the District of Columbia, all 
have more than 90% of their soldiers fully vaccinated. The highest percentage is in Hawaii, with nearly 
97%, while the lowest is Oklahoma, at just under 70%.

Guard leaders in the states have run special shot programs, and provided as much information as pos-
sible to their forces in order to keep them on the job.

In Tennessee, they set up small teams in the east, west and central regions and did monthly events 
providing vaccines to troops who wanted them. And every Wednesday, Guard members could make ap-
pointments for shots in the middle Tennessee region, in Smyrna. In addition, in early June they called in 
all soldiers who have so far refused the vaccine.

“We held a big, mass event,” said Army Guard Col. Keith Evans. “We had all of our medical providers 
here. So if there were any questions to clear up, any misconceptions, any misinformation, we had all of 
our our data and were able to provide them all the information.”

Evans, who is commander of his Army Guard’s medical readiness command, said they also had recruiting 
and other leaders there who could explain what would happen if soldiers chose to not get the shot and 
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ended up leaving the Guard.

“We wanted to let them know what benefits they had earned because these are soldiers that had had 
done their time, served their country,” said Evans.

Officials say they believe the information campaign has been working. Jensen said that about 1,500 
soldiers a week around the country are moving into the vaccinated category. “We expect, as we approach 
the deadline, that we’ll see some some larger growth.”

Mishael Morgan is 1st Black lead winner at Daytime Emmys
By BETH HARRIS Associated Press
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — Mishael Morgan of “The Young and the Restless” won as lead drama actress, 

becoming the first Black actor to win in a lead category at the Daytime Emmys on Friday night.
Morgan was previously nominated in the supporting category. The 35-year-old from Trinidad and Tobago 

plays Amanda Sinclair on the CBS soap.
“I am being honored regardless of the color of my skin, regardless of my passport, for being the best at 

what I do,” Morgan said. “Now there are little girls all around the world and they’re seeing another step 
forward and they know that no matter their industry, no matter their vocation, no matter what, they can 
strive to be the best at what they do. Not only can they achieve it, but they will be celebrated.”

John McCook earned lead actor honors for his role as Eric Forrester on CBS’ “The Bold and the Beauti-
ful.” It was the 78-year-old’s first win in four nominations.

“I am so glad to get this Emmy, any Emmy actually,” he said.
“General Hospital” won daytime drama honors, the ABC show’s 15th triumph in the category. It was the 

fifth trophy earned by the show Friday.
Morgan is in her second stint on “Y&R.” She first joined the soap in 2013 and stayed until 2018. She 

returned in 2019 as a different character.
“I am so immensely proud of our generation. We are breaking glass ceilings left, right and center, and 

I am so honored to be a vessel and experience this moment,” she said. “It’s because of everybody who 
is out there today who is proving to the world that we can and we will do this thing called equality and 
unity together.”

Three “General Hospital” stars won honors and the soap’s directing team won for the third consecutive 
year.

Kelly Thiebaud was chosen supporting actress for playing Dr. Britt Westbourne and Jeff Kober scored 
as supporting actor for his role as Cyrus Renault. Nicholas Chavez won as younger performer in the soap.

“Wow!” Chavez said. “Just a little over a year ago I was selling cars in a little beach town in Florida. I 
always had the love and support of my family, but none of us had ever dreamed I’d be up on this stage.”

A gleeful Thiebaud won on her first nomination.
“I cannot believe this. I am so shocked,” she said. “My brother, when I first started acting, he followed 

my work and he’s like, ‘You’re not that good.’ So thank you for giving me something to rub in his face.”
Kober is known for his extensive film and primetime work on such shows as “Sons of Anarchy” and “The 

Walking Dead.”
“Wow, thank you for making me feel so welcome in daytime. What a trip,” he said. “I love what we get 

to do for a living, it’s play.”
NBC’s “Days of Our Lives” won for writing team.
Kelly Clarkson earned her third consecutive trophy as entertainment talk show host. Her eponymous 

show also won its second straight trophy for entertainment talk show. The singer is spending the summer 
with her children and didn’t attend.

Tamron Hall picked up her second straight trophy as informative talk show host.
Steve Harvey of “Family Feud” won as game show host.
“Jeopardy!” won game show honors.
“’Jeopardy!’ is a show about facts,” executive producer Michael Davies said. “Facts, with everything 
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going on in the world, are more important than ever. ‘Jeopardy!’ is the last place where everyone agrees 
about facts.”

Daytime doyenne Susan Lucci, who starred on “All My Children” during the show’s entire 41-year network 
run, received a standing ovation. She introduced the In Memoriam segment, which included a photo of 
her husband, Helmet Huber, who died in March. Michael Bolton crooned his hit “How Am I Supposed to 
Live Without You.”

John Aniston of “Days of Our Lives” was honored with a lifetime achievement award for his 37-year role 
as Victor Kiriakis. The 88-year-old actor wasn’t present.

He was introduced via video by his daughter, Jennifer Aniston, who said, “His career is literally the defini-
tion of lifetime achievement.” She noted he began acting in 1962 in primetime and also appeared in such 
defunct soaps as “Love of Life” and “Search For Tomorrow” before joining “Days” in 1985.

After two years of pre-taped presentations because of the coronavirus pandemic, daytime returned to 
honoring its own at nighttime with an in-person ceremony. In 2020, the show went virtual for the first time 
and last year the audience was limited.

Still, the specter of COVID-19 was felt.
Two nominees from “The Young and the Restless” were forced to bow out. Lead actor nominee Jason 

Thompson, who plays Billy Abbott, and supporting actress nominee Melissa Ordway, who plays Abby New-
man, both said on social media they had tested positive for COVID-19 and would miss the show.

Kevin Frazier and Nischelle Turner of “Entertainment Tonight” co-hosted the 49th annual awards held 
at the Pasadena Convention Center, where many of the nominees sat at socially distanced cocktail tables 
and others sat in rows next to each other.

Frazier and Turner found themselves accepting a Daytime Emmy when “ET” won for entertainment news 
series.

Turner opened the show with a reference to the Supreme Court overturning women’s constitutional 
protections for abortions earlier Friday. She emphatically told Frazier it was “her choice” to wear her blue 
gown. The crowd cheered and some women stood up.

Supporting actress nominee Nancy Lee Grahn of “General Hospital” walked the indoor red carpet wearing 
references to the day’s news. She had a temporary tattoo reading “reproductive freedom” on her chest, 
the word “choice” on her disc earrings and she carried a black purse with “ban off our bodies” spelled out 
in rhinestones.

“I dare not go through this process without speaking out about the devastation that I have for what 
happened today and what a dark day it is for women in this country,” the 66-year-old actor said. “We’re 
not going to allow this, we’re not going to stand for it.”

Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade; states can ban abortion
By MARK SHERMAN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court on Friday stripped away women’s constitutional protections 

for abortion, a fundamental and deeply personal change for Americans’ lives after nearly a half-century 
under Roe v. Wade. The court’s overturning of the landmark court ruling is likely to lead to abortion bans 
in roughly half the states.

The ruling, unthinkable just a few years ago, was the culmination of decades of efforts by abortion op-
ponents, made possible by an emboldened right side of the court fortified by three appointees of former 
President Donald Trump.

Both sides predicted the fight over abortion would continue, in state capitals, in Washington and at the 
ballot box. Justice Clarence Thomas, part of Friday’s majority, urged colleagues to overturn other high 
court rulings protecting same-sex marriage, gay sex and the use of contraceptives.

Pregnant women considering abortions already had been dealing with a near-complete ban in Oklahoma 
and a prohibition after roughly six weeks in Texas. Clinics in at least eight other states — Alabama, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri, South Dakota, Wisconsin and West Virginia — stopped performing abortions 
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after Friday’s decision.

In Ohio, a ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal heartbeat became the law when a federal 
judge dissolved an injunction that had kept the measure on hold for nearly three years. And Utah’s law 
was triggered by the ruling, going into effect with narrow exceptions.

Abortion foes cheered the ruling, but abortion-rights supporters, including President Joe Biden, expressed 
dismay and pledged to fight to restore the rights.

Protests built into the evening in a number of cities, including thousands demonstrating against the 
decision outside the barricaded Supreme Court. Thousands more chanted “We will rise up!” in New York’s 
Washington Square.

At the White House, Biden said, “It’s a sad day for the court and for the country.” He urged voters to 
make it a defining issue in the November elections, declaring, “This decision must not be the final word.”

Outside the White House, Ansley Cole, a college student from Atlanta, said she was “scared because 
what are they going to come after next? ... The next election cycle is going to be brutal, like it’s terrifying. 
And if they’re going to do this, again, what’s next?”

Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of SBA Pro-Life America, agreed about the political stakes.
“We are ready to go on offense for life in every single one of those legislative bodies, in each statehouse 

and the White House,” Dannenfelser said in a statement.
Trump praised the ruling, telling Fox News that it “will work out for everybody.”
The decision is expected to disproportionately affect minority women who already face limited access 

to health care, according to statistics analyzed by The Associated Press.
It also puts the court at odds with a majority of Americans who favored preserving Roe, according to 

opinion polls.
Surveys conducted by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and others have 

shown a majority in favor of abortion being legal in all or most circumstances. But many also support 
restrictions especially later in pregnancy. Surveys consistently show that about 1 in 10 Americans want 
abortion to be illegal in all cases.

The ruling came more than a month after the stunning leak of a draft opinion by Justice Samuel Alito 
indicating the court was prepared to take this momentous step.

Alito, in the final opinion issued Friday, wrote that Roe and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the 1992 deci-
sion that reaffirmed the right to abortion, were wrong had and to be be overturned.

“We therefore hold that the Constitution does not confer a right to abortion. Roe and Casey must be 
overruled, and the authority to regulate abortion must be returned to the people and their elected repre-
sentatives,” Alito wrote, in an opinion that was very similar to the leaked draft.

Joining Alito were Thomas and Justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, Amy Coney Barrett. The last 
three justices are Trump appointees. Thomas first voted to overrule Roe 30 years ago.

Four justices would have left Roe and Casey in place.
The vote was 6-3 to uphold Mississippi’s law banning most abortions after 15 weeks, but Chief Justice 

John Roberts didn’t join his conservative colleagues in overturning Roe. He wrote that there was no need 
to overturn the broad precedents to rule in Mississippi’s favor.

Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan — the diminished liberal wing of the court 
— were in dissent.

“With sorrow — for this Court, but more, for the many millions of American women who have today lost 
a fundamental constitutional protection — we dissent,” they wrote, warning that abortion opponents now 
could pursue a nationwide ban “from the moment of conception and without exceptions for rape or incest.”

Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a statement that the Justice Department will protect providers 
and those seeking abortions in states where it is legal and “work with other arms of the federal govern-
ment that seek to use their lawful authorities to protect and preserve access to reproductive care.”

In particular, Garland said the federal Food and Drug Administration has approved the use of Mifepris-
tone for medication abortions.
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More than 90% of abortions take place in the first 13 weeks of pregnancy, and more than half are now 

done with pills, not surgery, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research group that supports abor-
tion rights.

Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, which was at the center of Friday’s case, continued to see patients Fri-
day. Outside, men used a bullhorn to tell people inside that they would burn in hell. Clinic escorts wearing 
colorful vests used large speakers to blast Tom Petty’s “I Won’t Back Down” at the protesters.

Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky and Missouri are among 13 states, mainly in the South and Midwest, 
that already have laws on the books to ban abortion in the event Roe was overturned. Another half-dozen 
states have near-total bans or prohibitions after 6 weeks of pregnancy, before many women know they 
are pregnant.

In roughly a half-dozen other states, including West Virginia and Wisconsin, the fight will be over dormant 
abortion bans that were enacted before Roe was decided in 1973 or new proposals to sharply limit when 
abortions can be performed, according to Guttmacher.

Outside the barricaded Supreme Court, a crowd of mostly young women grew into the hundreds within 
hours of the decision. Some shouted, “The Supreme Court is illegitimate,” while waves of others, wear-
ing red shirts with “The Pro-Life Generation Votes,” celebrated, danced and thrust their arms into the air.

The Biden administration and other defenders of abortion rights have warned that a decision overturning 
Roe also would threaten other high court decisions in favor of gay rights and even potentially contraception.

The liberal justices made the same point in their joint dissent: The majority “eliminates a 50-year-old 
constitutional right that safeguards women’s freedom and equal station. It breaches a core rule-of-law 
principle, designed to promote constancy in the law. In doing all of that, it places in jeopardy other rights, 
from contraception to same-sex intimacy and marriage. And finally, it undermines the Court’s legitimacy.”

And Thomas, the member of the court most open to jettisoning prior decisions, wrote a separate opinion 
in which he explicitly called on his colleagues to put the Supreme Court’s same-sex marriage, gay sex and 
contraception cases on the table.

But Alito contended that his analysis addresses abortion only. “Nothing in this opinion should be under-
stood to cast doubt on precedents that do not concern abortion,” he wrote.

Whatever the intentions of the person who leaked Alito’s draft opinion, the conservatives held firm in 
overturning Roe and Casey.

In his opinion, Alito dismissed the arguments in favor of retaining the two decisions, including that mul-
tiple generations of American women have partly relied on the right to abortion to gain economic and 
political power.

Changing the makeup of the court has been central to the anti-abortion side’s strategy, as the dissent-
ers archly noted. “The Court reverses course today for one reason and one reason only: because the 
composition of this Court has changed,” the liberal justices wrote.

Mississippi and its allies made increasingly aggressive arguments as the case developed, and two high-
court defenders of abortion rights retired or died. The state initially argued that its law could be upheld 
without overruling the court’s abortion precedents.

Justice Anthony Kennedy retired shortly after the Mississippi law took effect in 2018 and Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg died in September 2020. Both had been members of a five-justice majority that was mainly 
protective of abortion rights.

In their Senate hearings, Trump’s three high-court picks carefully skirted questions about how they would 
vote in any cases, including about abortion.

How US states have banned, limited or protected abortion
By The Associated Press undefined
The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that had provided a 

constitutional right to abortion. The ruling is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states, 
although the timing of those laws taking effect varies.
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Some Republican-led states will ban or severely limit abortion immediately, while other restrictions will 

take effect later. At least one state, Texas, is waiting until after the Supreme Court issues its formal judg-
ment in the case, which is separate from the opinion issued Friday and could take about a month.

In anticipation of the decision, several states led by Democrats have taken steps to protect abortion 
access. The decision also sets up the potential for legal fights between the states over whether providers 
and those who help women obtain abortions can be sued or prosecuted.

Here is an overview of abortion legislation and the expected impact of the court’s decision in every state.
___
ALABAMA
Political control: Alabama has a Republican-controlled legislature and a Republican governor who want 

to ban or restrict access to abortions.
Background: In 2019, Alabama lawmakers approved what was then the most stringent abortion ban in 

the country, making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy with no exceptions for 
pregnancies resulting from rape or incest. The only exception would be when the woman’s health was 
at serious risk. A federal judge issued an injunction, under the precedent of Roe v. Wade, blocking the 
state from enforcing the law. In 2018, voters agreed to amend the Alabama Constitution to say the state 
recognizes the “rights of unborn children” and “does not protect the right to an abortion or require the 
funding of abortion.” A 1951 law made it a crime, punishable by up to 12 months in prison, to induce an 
abortion, unless it is done to preserve the life or health of the mother.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortions became almost entirely illegal in Alabama on Friday. A 2019 
state abortion ban took effect making it a felony to perform an abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with 
no exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. All three clinics stopped providing abortions Friday 
morning under fear of prosecution under the 1951 state law. U.S. District Judge Myron Thompson hours 
later granted Alabama’s request to lift an injunction and allow the state to enforce the 2019 abortion ban. 
Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall said it is now a felony to provide an abortion in Alabama beyond 
the one exception allowed in the 2019 law, which is for the sake of the mother’s health. Doctors who 
violate the law could face up to 99 years in prison. Marshall said the state would also move to lift other 
injunctions that blocked previous abortion restrictions, including a requirement for doctors who perform 
abortions to have hospital admitting privileges.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers have said they would like to see the state replace the 2019 
ban with a slightly less stringent bill that would allow exceptions in cases of rape or incest. Proponents 
said the 2019 ban was deliberately strict in the hopes of sparking a court challenge to Roe.

___
ALASKA
Political control: Republicans currently hold a majority of seats in the state Legislature, but the House is 

controlled by a bipartisan coalition composed largely of Democrats. Fifty-nine of the Legislature’s 60 seats 
are up for election this year. Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Republican who believes life begins at conception, is 
seeking reelection.

Background: The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted the right to privacy in the state constitution as 
encompassing abortion rights.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision is not expected to immediately affect 
abortion rights in Alaska, given the existing precedent in the state.

What’s next: Voters in the fall will be asked if they want to hold a constitutional convention, a question 
that comes up every 10 years. Many conservatives who want to overhaul how judges are selected and do 
away with the interpretation that the constitution’s right to privacy clause allows for abortion rights see an 
opportunity in pushing for a convention. Recent efforts to advance a constitutional amendment through 
the Legislature have been unsuccessful.

___
ARIZONA
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Political control: Both legislative chambers are controlled by Republicans, who regularly pass abortion 

restrictions that for the past eight sessions have been quickly signed by Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, an 
abortion opponent.

Background: Arizona law allows abortion through about 22 weeks, but the Legislature passed a 15-week 
abortion ban in March mirroring the Mississippi law that was contested before the U.S. Supreme Court. It 
will take effect 90 days after the Legislature adjourns, which is expected Friday. Current restrictions include 
bans on abortions because of gender and a 2021 law that makes it a felony for a doctor to terminate a 
pregnancy because the child has a survivable genetic abnormality. Arizona also has a pre-statehood law 
still on the books that would ban all abortions, although it has not been enforced since Roe was decided.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Ducey has argued in media interviews that the law he signed in late 
March takes precedence over the total ban that remains on the books. But the law he signed specifically 
says it does not overrule the total abortion ban in place for more than 100 years. Ducey is term-limited 
and leaves office in January.

What’s next: Abortion-rights supporters in Arizona have launched a long-shot bid to enshrine the right to 
abortion in the state constitution. Rolled out weeks after the draft U.S. Supreme Court decision showing 
Roe could be overturned was leaked, backers must collect more than 356,000 signatures by July 7 to get 
the initiative on the November ballot. Voters would then be able to decide.

___
ARKANSAS
Political control: Arkansas’ legislature is controlled by Republicans who have supported dozens of abor-

tion bans and restrictions in recent years. Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson also has supported bans on 
abortion with some exceptions. He’s term-limited and leaves office in January. Republican nominee Sarah 
Sanders, press secretary to former President Donald Trump, is widely favored in the November election 
to succeed him.

Background: Arkansas already had a law banning most abortions 20 weeks into a woman’s pregnancy, 
with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother. The state has several other bans that have 
been struck down or blocked by courts in recent years, including an outright abortion ban enacted last 
year that doesn’t include rape or incest exceptions. That ban has been blocked by a federal judge, and 
the state has appealed.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Arkansas has a law it enacted in 2019 that bans nearly all abortions now 
that Roe is overturned. That ban, along with the outright ban that’s been blocked by a federal judge, only 
allows exceptions to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. Hutchinson has said he thinks 
bans should include rape and incest exceptions, but he has not called on the Legislature to add those to 
either of the bans.

What’s next: Hours after Friday’s ruling, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge signed certification that Roe 
had been overturned. That certification allows the state’s “trigger ban” to take effect immediately. The 
only exception in that ban is to protect the life of the mother in a medical emergency. The Legislature 
isn’t scheduled to meet until January, but Hutchinson is considering calling a special session to take up tax 
relief proposals. The Republican governor said Friday he does not plan on asking lawmakers to consider 
adding rape and incest exceptions to the state’s ban.

___
CALIFORNIA
Political control: Democrats who support access to abortion control all statewide elected offices and have 

large majorities in the state Legislature.
Background: California outlawed abortion in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. 

The law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health 
were in danger. In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be 
unconstitutional but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972, California voters added a “right to privacy” to the 
state constitution. Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted that “right to privacy” as a right to 
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access abortion, allow minors to get an abortion without their parents’ permission and use public funding 
for abortions in the state’s Medicaid program. California now requires private health insurance plans to 
cover abortions and does not allow them to charge things such as co-pays or deductibles for the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion will remain legal in California prior to the viability of a fetus. 
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has vowed to make California a sanctuary for women who live in other 
states where abortion is outlawed or severely restricted. The number of women who travel to the state 
for abortions is expected to rise significantly.

What’s next: The state Legislature is considering 13 bills that would strengthen or expand access to 
abortion. The bills are based on a report from the Future of Abortion Council, which Newsom formed last 
year to study reproductive rights in California. They include proposals that would help pay for women 
from other states to come to California for abortions, ban enforcement of out-of-state civil judgments on 
California abortion providers and volunteers, and increase the number of people who can offer abortions 
by authorizing some nurse practitioners to perform the procedure without the supervision of a doctor. 
Lawmakers also plan to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that would explicitly 
guarantee the right to an abortion and contraceptives.

___
COLORADO
Political control: The Democrats who control the Colorado Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: A 1967 state law legalized abortion up to 16 weeks of pregnancy. Abortion has been ac-

cessible ever since, despite repeated legislative attempts and ballot initiatives to restrict or abolish the 
procedure. Colorado voters have consistently rejected such initiatives, the latest in 2020 that would have 
banned abortion during the third trimester of pregnancy. In 2022, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis signed a law 
placing the right to abortion in state statute. The law guarantees access to reproductive care before and 
after pregnancy and bans local governments from imposing their own restrictions. It also declares that 
fertilized eggs, embryos and fetuses have no independent rights. Abortion rights advocates plan a 2024 
ballot initiative to add abortion rights to the state constitution and repeal a 1980s constitutional amend-
ment that bans public funding for abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision won’t have any immediate impact on Colorado law -- but 
providers are preparing for a surge of out-of-state patients. Democratic House Majority Leader Daneya 
Esgar says lawmakers must consider how to invest in a health care workforce to ensure Colorado has the 
capacity to meet that anticipated demand. Colorado’s health department reports there were 11,580 abor-
tions in the state in 2021; of those 14% were for non-residents. More than 900 of those non-residents 
were from Texas, Wyoming and Nebraska.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more patients from states surrounding Colorado will 
potentially seek care now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned. But the Texas law could induce more 
people to come. Oklahoma now has an early pregnancy abortion ban; Utah and Wyoming have trigger laws 
banning abortion now Roe is overturned; the Kansas Constitution protects abortion rights, but Republican 
lawmakers placed on an August primary ballot an initiative to overturn it.

___
CONNECTICUT
Political control: Democrats who control the Connecticut General Assembly support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Connecticut passed a law in 1990 giving women the legal right to abortion. Having passed 

with strong bipartisan support, it was lauded at the time for being a rare compromise between abortion 
rights advocates and opponents. It affirmed a woman’s unqualified right to an abortion “prior to viability 
of the fetus,” as well as later-term abortions “necessary to preserve the life and health of the pregnant 
woman.” It also repealed state laws predating Roe v. Wade that had made it a felony to have an abortion 
or to perform one and required that patients under 16 receive counseling about their options. This year, 
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Gov. Ned Lamont signed legislation to protect medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal ac-
tions. The same law allows advanced practice registered nurses, nurse-midwives or physician assistants 
to perform aspiration abortions in the first 12 weeks of a pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, a Democrat, has vowed to 
challenge any attempt to nullify Connecticut’s abortion rights law. “Let’s not mince words. They will come 
for us,” Tong warned abortion rights supporters during a recent news conference. “We will fight that effort 
tooth-and-nail. Any court, any place, Connecticut will be there and will fight.” The state is already involved 
in major abortion cases across the country. And while Connecticut is surrounded by mostly pro-abortion 
states, it’s still bracing for out-of-state patients seeking abortions now that Roe has been overturned.

What’s next: Connecticut’s new law protecting abortion providers from other states’ bans takes effect 
on July 1. It creates a legal cause of action for providers and others sued in another state, enabling them 
to recover certain legal costs. It also limits the governor’s discretion to extradite someone accused of 
performing an abortion, as well as participation by Connecticut courts and agencies in those lawsuits. 
There’s discussion of possibly amending the state’s constitution to enshrine the right to abortion, making 
it more difficult to overturn, but that would be a multi-year process.

___
DELAWARE
Political control: Democrats control the governor’s office and both chambers of the legislature in Delaware 

and have taken several steps to ensure access to abortion.
Background: In 2017, Delaware became the first state following the election of President Donald Trump 

to codify the right to an abortion. A bill signed by Gov. John Carney, a Catholic, guarantees the unfettered 
right to an abortion before a fetus is deemed “viable.” The law defines viability as the point in a pregnancy 
when, in a physician’s “good faith medical judgment,” there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus can 
survive outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures. The law also allows 
abortion after fetal viability if, in a doctor’s “good faith medical judgment,” abortion is necessary for the 
protection of the woman’s life or health, or if there is a reasonable likelihood that the fetus cannot survive 
without extraordinary medical measures. The law eliminated existing code restrictions on abortions, much 
of which had already been declared unenforceable by Delaware’s attorney general in 1973 following the 
Supreme Court rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In April of this year, Carney signed a bill allowing 
physician assistants and advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe abortion-inducing medications 
including mifepristone and misoprostol.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “In Delaware, the privacy protections of Roe v. Wade are codified in state 
law, guaranteeing residents have access to legal abortion services even if Roe were to be undone at the 
federal level,” Democratic lawmakers noted earlier this month in unveiling legislation further broadening 
access to abortions. The bill, which is likely to pass before the end of June, allows physician assistants, 
certified nurse practitioners and nurse midwifes to perform abortions before viability. It also includes vari-
ous legal protections for abortion providers and patients, including out-of-state residents receiving abor-
tions in Delaware. Those provisions include protections from civil actions in other states relating to the 
termination of a pregnancy, and protecting individuals from extradition to other states for criminal charges 
related to terminating a pregnancy.

What’s next: According to state health officials, 2,042 abortions were performed in Delaware in 2019, 
with 1,765 involving Delaware residents and 277 involving nonresidents. Delaware is not likely to see a 
huge influx of women traveling from out of state to get abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned, given that 
neighboring Maryland and New Jersey also have liberal abortion-access laws. In neighboring Pennsylvania, 
where Republicans control both chambers of the Legislature, future abortion access could hinge on the 
outcome of this year’s gubernatorial contest.

___
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Political control: The local government in the nation’s capital is completely controlled by Democrats, with 
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a Democratic mayor and the D.C. Council split between Democrats and nominal independent politicians, 
who are all, invariably, Democrats.

Background: Abortion is legal in the District of Columbia at all stages of pregnancy, a status that was 
upheld in the 1971 Supreme Court case United States v. Vuitch. However, the U.S. Congress has oversight 
power over D.C. laws and Congress has already banned the city from using local funds to pay for abor-
tions for women on Medicaid.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Elected officials in Washington, D.C., fear Congress could move to restrict 
abortion access, particularly if Republicans recapture the House of Representatives in midterm elections 
later this year. President Joe Biden could theoretically veto such a move, but that protection is subject to 
political calculations and is not guaranteed.

What’s next: Local officials have pledged defiance against any sort of Congressional move to restrict 
local abortion access. The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would declare Washington, D.C., a 
“sanctuary city” for those coming from states where abortion is banned. According to federal data, most 
of the women getting abortions in Washington already are coming from out of state. Those numbers 
could increase, particularly if new Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin moves to restrict abortion access in 
neighboring Virginia.

___
FLORIDA
Political control: Republicans control both chambers of the Florida Legislature and this year passed a ban 

on abortions after 15 weeks, which was signed into law by the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Abortion was legal in Florida until the 24th week of pregnancy, though lawmakers have 

been tightening access in recent years with bills requiring a one-day waiting period and requiring parents 
of a pregnant minor to be notified before an abortion can be provided. This year, in anticipation of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade, the Legislature passed a ban on abortions after 
the 15th week, except to save the mother’s life, prevent serious injury or if the fetus has a fatal abnor-
mality. It does not allow for exemptions in cases where pregnancies were caused by rape or incest. Gov. 
Ron DeSantis called the legislation “the most significant protections for life that have been enacted in this 
state in a generation.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The decision places Florida’s 15-week ban on firm legal ground, at least 
under federal law. However, the legislation is already being challenged in state court on arguments that it 
violates a guarantee of the right to privacy under the state constitution.

What’s next: Florida’s 15-week ban goes into effect on July 1, but challenges to that legislation are pend-
ing. Though only about 2% of Florida’s abortions take place after 15th week, abortion rights advocates 
have expressed concern over declining access to the procedure not only for Floridians but for residents 
from nearby Southern states where restrictions have historically been stricter than in Florida.

___
GEORGIA
Political control: Georgia has a Republican legislature and governor who support abortion restrictions, 

but all are up for election this November. Republicans are likely to retain legislative control, but there’s a 
possibility a Democrat could become governor.

Background: Georgia lawmakers in 2019 passed a law by one vote that would ban most abortions after 
about six weeks of pregnancy, when fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The measure is unlike other 
“heartbeat” bills in that it also contains language designating a fetus as a person for certain state-law 
purposes such as income tax deductions and child support. The measure is on hold before the U.S. 11th 
Circuit Court of Appeals awaiting a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in the Mississippi case.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 11th Circuit is likely to allow the six-week ban to take effect relatively 
quickly, having already heard oral arguments in the case, although there could be fresh legal challenges. 
That would ban the large majority of abortions that currently take place in Georgia – about 87% according 
to providers. The change could happen in the middle of tightly contested races in Georgia for governor and 
U.S. Senate. Democratic U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock and challenger for governor Stacey Abrams say they 
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want to secure abortion rights. Republican Senate challenger Herschel Walker and incumbent Republican 
Gov. Brian Kemp support restrictions.

What’s next: Some Republican lawmakers and candidates want Georgia to go further and ban abortion 
entirely, but Kemp is unlikely to call a special session before this November’s general election. Lawmakers 
are likely to consider further action when they return for their annual session in January. The Legislature 
or courts will have to sort out whether the provisions designating a fetus as a person are workable.

___
HAWAII
Political control: Hawaii’s governor is a Democrat and Democrats control more than 90% of the seats in 

the state House and Senate.
Background: Hawaii legalized abortion in 1970, when it became the first state in the nation to allow the 

procedure at a woman’s request. The state allows abortion until a fetus would be viable outside the womb. 
After that, it’s legal if a patient’s life or health is in danger. For many years, only licensed physicians could 
perform the procedure. Last year, the state enacted a law allowing advanced practice care nurses to carry 
out in-clinic abortions during the first trimester. This helps women on more rural islands who have been 
flying to Honolulu to obtain abortions because of doctor shortages in their communities. The law allows 
the nurses to prescribe medication to end a pregnancy and to perform aspiration abortion, a type of minor 
surgery during which a vacuum is used to empty a woman’s uterus.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Existing Hawaii law allows abortions, but Gary Yamashiroya, a spokes-
person for the state attorney general’s office, has said the attorney general was carefully considering 
measures Hawaii might take to protect and strengthen reproductive rights if Roe ended. “No matter the 
outcome, our state remains committed to reproductive freedom and choice,” he said.

What’s next: Political support for abortion rights is strong. Anti-abortion bills are rarely heard at the 
state Legislature. When they have been, they haven’t made it out of committee. Gov. David Ige issued 
a statement supporting abortion rights when the Supreme Court’s draft opinion overturning Roe leaked. 
“No matter what the Supreme Court decides, I will fight to ensure a woman’s right to choose in the State 
of Hawaii,” he said. The Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women earlier this month said 72% of 
the state Senate and 53% of state House members signed a pledge supporting abortion rights.

___
IDAHO
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in the House and Senate and oppose access to abor-

tion, as does the state’s Republican governor.
Background: Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, Idaho passed a law gener-

ally allowing abortions in the first and second trimester up to viability at about 23 to 24 weeks. The law 
allows abortions after viability only to protect the mother’s life or in cases of nonviable fetuses. This year, 
lawmakers passed a Texas-style ban prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of pregnancy and autho-
rizing family members to sue medical providers for performing an abortion. That law is on hold following 
a challenge by Planned Parenthood. The Idaho Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in August.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It triggers a 2020 Idaho law banning all abortions except in cases of re-
ported rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life, to take effect in 30 days. Under the law, the person 
performing the abortion could face a felony prosecution punishable by up to five years in prison. In cases 
of rape or incest, the law requires pregnant women to file a police report and provide a copy of the report 
to the provider prior to an abortion. If the Idaho Supreme Court upholds the state’s Texas-style abortion 
ban and Roe v. Wade is tossed aside, a medical provider who performs an abortion in Idaho could face a 
lawsuit and criminal charges.

What’s Next: Pregnant women seeking abortions will have to travel out of state; the nearest abortion 
providers would be in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado. Planned Parenthood is renting space 
in the town of Ontario on the Idaho-Oregon border and says it’s preparing for an influx of patients seek-
ing abortions. Some Republican lawmakers in Idaho might propose new legislation in January to outlaw 
abortion pills and emergency contraception.
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___
ILLINOIS
Political control: Illinois is overwhelmingly Democratic with laws providing greater access to abortion than 

most states. Democrats hold veto-proof supermajorities in the House and Senate, and the Democratic 
first-term governor seeking reelection this year, J.B. Pritzker, has promoted peaceful street protests to 
protect the constitutional right to an abortion.

Background: Abortion is legal in Illinois and can only be restricted after the point of viability, when a fetus 
is considered able to survive outside the womb. Medical science determines viability at 24 to 26 weeks, 
but the Illinois law does not specify a timeframe, saying a medical professional can determine viability in 
each case. Abortions are also allowed after viability to protect the patient’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It won’t change access to abortion in Illinois. After the Roe v. Wade 
decision in 1973, the Illinois Abortion Act of 1975 legalized abortion but enacted a “trigger law” that would 
reinstate the ban if Roe were overturned. That trigger law was repealed in 2017 in legislation that also 
required Medicaid and state employees’ group health insurance to cover abortions. The 2019 Reproductive 
Health Act replaced the 1975 law, large parts of which were never enforced because they were found to 
be unconstitutional.

What’s next: Like other states providing access to abortions, Illinois has seen a steady influx of patients 
crossing the state line for abortions in recent months and those numbers are expected to increase. Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois says it expects to handle an additional 20,000 to 30,000 patients in Illinois in the 
first year following the reversal of Roe.

___
INDIANA
Political control: Indiana has a Republican-dominated Legislature and a Republican governor in favor of 

restricting abortion access.
Background: Abortion in Indiana is legal up to about 20 weeks, with some provisions for medical emer-

gencies. Before an abortion, patients must undergo an 18-hour waiting period. Medical providers must 
tell patients about the risks involved in abortion and must say the fetus can feel pain around 20 weeks, 
which is disputed. Providers must report complications related to abortion; failure to report can result 
in a misdemeanor, 180 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Federal courts have blocked several restrictions 
in Indiana, including an attempt to ban a common second-trimester abortion procedure and a law that 
would have required doctors to tell pregnant women about a disputed treatment to potentially stop a 
drug-induced abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: No immediate changes are expected, but legislators unwilling to wait 
until the 2023 session could ask Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb to call a special session this summer to start 
modifying the state’s abortion laws.

What’s next: Republican legislative leaders said Friday they expected lawmakers to act on tightening 
Indiana’s abortion laws during a special legislative session starting July 6, but gave no details about what 
restrictions would be considered. Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb earlier this week called the Legislature into 
a special session to take up a tax refund proposal, but state law allows legislators to consider any subject.

___
IOWA
Political control: Iowa’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion ac-

cess and a Republican governor who agrees and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Iowa allows most abortions until the 20th week of pregnancy, when they’re banned except 

to save a patient’s life or prevent a substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily 
function. In 2018, the state Supreme Court declared access to abortion a “fundamental” right under the 
state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights than the U.S. Constitution. The state’s 
high court, now with a conservative majority, overturned that decision June 17, thus allowing a state law 
requiring a 24-hour waiting period to go into effect immediately. That requirement is being challenged in 
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district court.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing is expected to change immediately in Iowa. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature has been working to get an amendment on the ballot in 2024 that would declare the state 
constitution does not grant a right to abortion but, with Roe overturned, Iowa lawmakers can ban abortion 
without completing that lengthy process.

What’s next: Now that the Iowa Supreme Court has struck down its 2018 ruling, the state Legislature 
can convene a special session this summer and pass abortion restrictions. Republicans could still move to 
get the constitutional amendment on a public ballot in 2024.

___
KANSAS
Political control: Kansas has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for re-election this year.
Background: Under current law, Kansas does not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, 

when they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or to prevent “a substantial and irreversible physical 
impairment of a major bodily function.” The state Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abor-
tion is a “fundamental” right under the state constitution, granting stronger protections to abortion rights 
than the U.S. Constitution does currently. State law, however, doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion 
medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Kansas. The state Supreme Court 
blocked enforcement of a 2015 legislative ban on a common second-trimester procedure, and abortion 
opponents fear a host of other rules could fall to legal challenges in the near future. The GOP-controlled 
Legislature responded by putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot during the Aug. 2 primary, when 
turnout is expected to be much lower than in a general election and will likely see a higher proportion of 
Republicans voting. The amendment would declare that the state constitution does not grant a right to 
abortion. It would allow lawmakers to restrict abortion as much as the federal courts will allow -- and to 
ban it if Roe is overturned.

What’s next: If voters approve the amendment, the Legislature would still have to approve the new 
restrictions, and lawmakers are out of session until January 2023. They can call themselves in to special 
session with two-thirds majorities, but they’re likely to wait until after voters decide in the November gen-
eral election whether to give Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly a second term.

___
KENTUCKY
Political control: Republicans have a supermajority in the Kentucky Legislature and have been restricting 

abortion rights since the 2016 election over the vetoes of Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear, who supports 
abortion rights and will seek a second term in 2023.

Background: Kentucky bans abortions after 20 weeks, but all abortion services were temporarily halted in 
April after the legislature imposed new restrictions and reporting requirements on the state’s two abortion 
clinics. The clinics, both in Louisville, said they suspended abortions because state officials hadn’t written 
guidelines on how to comply with the new law. Noncompliance could result in stiff fines, felony penalties and 
revocation of physician and facility licenses. Abortions resumed after a federal judge temporarily blocked 
key parts of the law, including a provision banning abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Abortion services in Kentucky immediately became illegal under a “trigger 
law” enacted in 2019. The measure contains a narrow exception allowing abortion to prevent the death 
or permanent injury of a pregnant woman. Kentuckians will be able to vote this November on a proposed 
amendment declaring there is no right to an abortion in the state constitution.

What’s next: Abortion-rights activists say the suspension of abortion services in April foreshadowed what 
would happen in Kentucky and other Republican-leaning states if Roe v. Wade was overturned. It likely 
ends several legal challenges pending against other Kentucky abortion laws including a 2018 measure that 
abortion-rights supporters say would effectively ban a standard abortion method in the second trimester 
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of pregnancy. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in March that Kentucky’s Republican attorney general, Daniel 
Cameron, can defend the measure that was struck down by lower courts.

___
LOUISIANA
Political control: Louisiana’s legislature is controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict abortion 

access. Its Democratic and Catholic governor also opposes abortions, though he supports exceptions for 
victims of rape or incest.

Background: Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2020 stating that “a right to abortion and 
the funding of abortion shall not be found in the Louisiana Constitution.” Of the about 2 million people 
who voted, 62% approved the amendment. Abortion had been legal in Louisiana through the 19th week 
of pregnancy. After that, it was legal only if the fetus would die anyway or if continuing the pregnancy 
would threaten the mother’s life or health.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Louisiana has a trigger law that immediately outlaws abortions. There is 
no exception for rape or incest. The only exception is if there is substantial risk of death or impairment to 
the woman. Earlier this week, Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, signed a bill updating various aspects 
of the law and subjecting abortion providers to up to 10 years in prison and fines up to $100,000. Edwards’ 
office said the bill allows the use of emergency contraception “for victims of rape and incest prior to when 
a pregnancy can be clinically diagnosed.

Edwards signed another bill that would require the doctor to certify that a drug used for abortion was 
being prescribed for another medical reason. The bill makes it illegal to deliver abortion medication to a 
state resident “by mail-order, courier, or as a result of a sale made via the internet.”

What’s next: It’s unclear if Louisiana’s three abortion clinics — in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Shreve-
port — must close their doors immediately.

___
MAINE
Political control: Both chambers of the Maine Legislature, which has adjourned, are controlled by Demo-

crats. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has vowed to protect the right to an abortion, saying she will “fight with 
everything I have to protect reproductive rights.”

Background: A Republican governor in 1993 signed a Maine law affirming the right to abortion before 
a fetus is viable. After that, abortion is only allowed if the life or health of the mother is at risk, or if the 
pregnancy is no longer viable. In 2019, lawmakers eliminated a physician-only rule and Mills signed it into 
law, allowing nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other medical professionals to perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change in Maine. Any attempt to restrict abortions when 
lawmakers reconvene next year would face fierce pushback. Abortion providers, meanwhile, said there 
could be an influx of patients seeking abortions from states that outlaw the procedure.

What’s next: Any major changes are unlikely unless former Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, unseats 
Mills and Republicans take control of both chambers of the Legislature in November. LePage, a Catholic 
who opposes abortion rights, has said it’s up to lawmakers to address the abortion issue as they see fit.

___
MARYLAND
Political control: Maryland’s legislature is controlled by Democrats who expanded abortion access this year 

by ending a restriction that only physicians can provide them and requiring most insurance plans to cover 
abortion care without cost. The legislature overrode Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of the bill in April.

Background: The right to abortion is protected in Maryland law. The state approved legislation in 1991 to 
protect abortion rights if the Supreme Court should ever restrict access. Voters approved the right in 1992 
with 62% of the vote. Maryland law prohibits restrictions on abortion prior to viability. Maryland does not 
have a gestational limit. After viability, clinicians make the determination, based on clinical standard of care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Maryland law.
What’s next: Maryland’s new law that will enable nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician as-
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sistants to provide abortions with training is set to take effect July 1. However, $3.5 million in state fund-
ing to provide training isn’t mandated until fiscal year 2024. Hogan, who is term limited, has indicated he 
will not approve the money sooner. Some nurse practitioners, nurse midwives and physician assistants 
already have received training on medication abortion and will be able to provide those services starting 
next month.

___
MASSACHUSETTS
Political control: The Democrats who control the Massachusetts Legislature support access to abortion, 

as does the state’s Republican governor, although they differ on specific policies.
Background: Massachusetts once had a contentious relationship with abortion in part due to the powerful 

influence of the Catholic Church, which opposes abortion. In recent years, that influence has waned and 
Massachusetts has become a strong supporter of abortion rights. In 2018, in anticipation of the conserva-
tive tilt on the U.S. Supreme Court, the state removed an 1845 abortion ban from its books that was not 
enforced. Two years later, Democratic state lawmakers clashed with Republican Gov. Charlie Baker — who 
says he supports abortion rights — over an effort to codify abortion rights into state law, allow abortions 
after 24 weeks of pregnancy in cases where the child would not survive after birth, and lower from 18 to 
16 the age at which women could seek an abortion without consent from a parent or guardian. Lawmak-
ers passed the bill — dubbed the Roe Act — over Baker’s veto.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Baker has vowed to fight to keep abortion legal in Massachusetts, but 
it is his last year in office. Both Democratic candidates for governor — state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and 
Attorney General Maura Healey — support abortion rights. Republican candidate Geoff Diehl said he be-
lieves in “the need to protect human life wherever and whenever possible.” Fellow GOP candidate Chris 
Doughty said he would “not seek any changes to our state’s abortion laws.”

What’s next: There is little chance Massachusetts will restrict abortion rights. Baker signed an executive 
order Friday barring state agencies from assisting another state’s investigation into people or businesses 
for receiving or delivering reproductive health services that are legal in Massachusetts. The state also won’t 
cooperate with extradition requests from states pursuing criminal charges against such individuals. As of 
2017, there were 47 facilities providing abortion in Massachusetts, according to the Guttmacher Institute, 
which supports abortion rights. With Roe v. Wade overturned, it’s unclear how many people will travel 
there from states that ban or restrict abortion.

___
MICHIGAN
Political control: Both chambers of Michigan’s legislature are controlled by Republicans who want to ban 

or restrict abortion access, but the state’s Democratic governor supports access.
Background: A dormant 1931 law bans nearly all abortions in Michigan but it hasn’t been enforced since 

Roe v. Wade. The law made it a felony to use an instrument or administer any substance with the intent 
to abort a fetus unless necessary to preserve the woman’s life. It has no exceptions in cases of rape and 
incest. Anticipating that Roe could be overturned, Planned Parenthood of Michigan filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging Michigan’s ban. A state judge suspended the law in May, saying it violates the state’s constitution. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, hailed the decision.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The injunction granted in the Planned Parenthood case ensures that 
abortion does not immediately become illegal. Planned Parenthood of Michigan and other supporters hope 
the injunction indicates abortion rights in the state will be preserved. But in a statement to The Associated 
Press, Nessel’s office said “given the ongoing lawsuits, we cannot speculate what the state of abortion 
rights will be in Michigan” after Roe.

What’s next: Whitmer also filed suit asking the state’s Supreme Court to declare the 91-year-old law 
unconstitutional. It has not acted yet. Michigan abortion rights supporters hope to put the issue on ballots 
this fall. Their proposed constitutional amendment would affirm the right to make pregnancy-related deci-
sions without interference, including about abortion and other reproductive services such as birth control. 
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The Reproductive Freedom for All committee needs to collect about 425,000 valid voter signatures by July 
11 to make the November ballot. The measure would become law if voters approved it. The issue also is 
expected to shape statewide elections — Whitmer and Nessel are both up for reelection in the fall — and 
legislative races.

___
MINNESOTA
Political control: The Minnesota Legislature is divided; Anti-abortion Republicans control the Senate and 

Democrats have the House, but the majorities are slim in both chambers, so control will be up for grabs 
in the November elections. Most legislative Democrats support abortion rights. Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
has said “no abortion ban will ever become law” while he’s governor. But he faces a challenge this year 
from Republican Scott Jensen, who opposes abortion rights.

Background: Abortion is legal in Minnesota up to the point of fetal viability, around the 24th week of 
pregnancy. The state has some restrictions, including a 24-hour waiting period with state-mandated coun-
seling, both parents generally must be notified prior to a minor getting an abortion, and only physicians 
can perform abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Minnesota because the state Supreme 
Court ruled in 1995 that the state constitution protects abortion rights. If Republicans take control of 
both chambers, they could put a constitutional amendment on the ballot as soon as 2024 to reverse that 
ruling, but it’s not clear yet if they would take that path. Minnesota governors can’t block constitutional 
amendments with vetoes. But amendments are hard to enact because they require the backing of most 
of the citizens voting in that election, not just those voting on the amendment. Leaving the ballot blank 
counts as a “no.”

What’s next: Providers are preparing for a surge in women coming from other states to get abortions. 
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said before the ruling that 
her organization was “fortifying” its delivery systems, including telemedicine. Dr. Sarah Traxler, the group’s 
medical director, has said demand in Minnesota is expected to rise by up to 25%.

___
MISSISSIPPI
Political control: Republican Gov. Tate Reeves and leaders of the Republican-controlled Mississippi Leg-

islature have been working for years to chip away at abortion access.
Background: Mississippi already had a law banning most abortions at 20 weeks, and the state tried to 

enact a law in 2018 to ban most abortions after 15 weeks. That law is the basis for the case that the Su-
preme Court has now used to overturn Roe v. Wade. A federal district judge blocked Mississippi’s 15-week 
law from taking effect in 2018, and an appeals court agreed. The Supreme Court agreed to take the case 
in 2021. Justices heard arguments in December, with the Mississippi attorney general’s office saying the 
court should overturn Roe v. Wade. Mississippi has one abortion clinic, and it stops offering abortions at 
16 weeks. Reeves was lieutenant governor in 2018, when Mississippi tried to enact the 15-week ban, and 
in 2019, when the state tried to enact a six-week ban. Mississippi law does not allow providers to dispense 
abortion medications through telemedicine consultations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
is expected to close within weeks. Mississippi enacted a law in 2007 that would prohibit most abortions 
if Roe v. Wade was overturned. Abortions would still be allowed if the woman’s life is endangered by the 
pregnancy or if the pregnancy was caused by a rape that was reported to law enforcement. Any person 
who knowingly performs or attempts to induce an abortion, except the pregnant woman, could be pun-
ished by up to 10 years in prison.

What’s next: Mississippi’s 2007 law says the state attorney general must publish a notice in a state 
administrative bulletin after the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. Mississippi’s ban on most 
abortions will take effect 10 days after that publication.

___
MISSOURI
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Political control: Both GOP Gov. Mike Parson and the Republican-led Legislature support laws against 

abortion.
Background: Missouri law previously allowed abortions up until 22 weeks of pregnancy. But a 2019 state 

law banned abortions “except in cases of medical emergency,” contingent upon the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturning its 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Under that Missouri law, performing an illegal abortion is a 
felony punishable by 5 to 15 years in prison, though women receiving abortions cannot be prosecuted.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The 2019 law contained a provision making it effective upon notification 
by the attorney general, governor or Legislature that the U.S. Supreme Court had overruled Roe v. Wade. 
Moments after Friday’s Supreme Court decision, Attorney General Eric Schmitt and Gov. Mike Parson filed 
the necessary paperwork for Missouri’s law to kick in. State statutes were subsequently updated online 
Friday saying the abortion-ban law had taken effect.

What’s next: Some Missouri residents wanting abortions are likely to travel to neighboring states, including 
Illinois and Kansas. A new Illinois logistics center near St. Louis helps women from out of state find travel, 
lodging and childcare if they need help getting to the area for an abortion, and it connects them with fund-
ing sources. The Kansas Supreme Court in 2019 declared that access to abortion is a “fundamental” right 
under the state constitution. Even without the ban in Missouri, the number of Missouri patients seeking 
abortions in Kansas has gone up in recent years, increasing about 8% from 2020 to 2021.

___
MONTANA
Political control: The Republicans who control the Montana Legislature and Republican Gov. Greg Gian-

forte want to limit access to abortion.
Background: Abortion used to be legal in Montana up until viability, or about 24 weeks of pregnancy, 

but the state Legislature passed a bill in 2020 to reduce that to 20 weeks, arguing that is when the fetus 
can feel pain. That law, along with one that requires chemical abortions to be done with in-person medical 
supervision, are being challenged in court. A state judge temporarily blocked enforcement in October 2021 
while the challenges move through the courts. The state has asked the Montana Supreme Court to vacate 
that injunction and overturn a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion that found the state’s constitutional 
right to privacy guarantees a woman’s access to abortion care.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The effect is unclear because of the unresolved legal challenges to the 
2021 state legislation. Montana does not have an abortion ban that was triggered when Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, but the Legislature could seek to further restrict access in the next session.

What’s next: The Montana Supreme Court will issue a decision on the preliminary injunction. The Mon-
tana Legislature also passed a referendum to ask voters this November whether they support a state 
law to require abortion providers to give lifesaving treatment to a fetus that is born alive after a botched 
abortion. Opponents argue federal law already offers those protections.

___
NEBRASKA
Political control: Nebraska has an officially nonpartisan legislature with a Republican majority, but not a 

super-majority that would let the party unilaterally pass an abortion ban. Democrats appear to have enough 
votes to block such a bill, but just one defector could swing the vote. Nebraska’s Republican governor 
vehemently opposes abortion.

Background: Nebraska allows most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy, although a few small 
towns have voted to outlaw the procedure within their borders. The state requires doctors to be physically 
present when patients take the first of two drugs that are used in medication abortions. Lawmakers have 
rejected attempts to allow abortion medications to be administered remotely, which would provide easier 
abortion access in rural areas.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ruling that lets states set their own abortion laws will trigger an im-
mediate push by Nebraska conservatives to ban the procedure, but it’s not clear whether they could do it 
this year. Unlike other conservative states, Nebraska doesn’t have a trigger law that automatically outlaws 
abortion. Gov. Pete Ricketts and other top Republicans have said they’ll seek a special legislative session, 
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but it’s not clear whether they have enough votes to pass anything.

What’s next: If Ricketts calls a special session, attention will likely shift to state Sen. Justin Wayne, an 
Omaha Democrat who has declined to specify where he stands on abortion. Wayne was notably absent 
from a vote on the issue this year; his support would give Republicans the super-majority they need to 
enact a ban. He has struck deals with senators from both parties in the past. If a proposed abortion ban 
fails during a special session or if no special session is called, the issue will likely become a factor in the 
November election.

___
NEVADA
Political control: Nevada’s governor and state attorney general are Democrats who are up for reelection 

this year. Democrats control the state Senate and Assembly.
Background: Nevada voters enshrined the right to abortion in the state constitution in 1990. The law says 

a pregnancy can be terminated during the first 24 weeks, and after that to preserve the life or health of 
the pregnant person. It would take another statewide vote to change or repeal the law. Most Republican 
candidates for Congress, governor, state attorney general and other statewide posts say they oppose 
abortions.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: “Here in Nevada, overturning Roe would not be felt immediately,” state 
Attorney General Aaron Ford said in a position paper released after the draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
became public. Ford noted that a federal ban on abortion would supersede state law and said it would be 
naive not to recognize that some people want to ban abortions or make them more difficult to obtain. But 
he said his office will fight “attacks on abortion rights, rights to birth control access and rights for LGTBQ 
people.” Gov. Steve Sisolak promised in a statement to “continue to protect reproductive freedom.”

What’s next: Anti-abortion advocates are not expected to focus on trying to repeal Nevada’s abortion law. 
But they will seek laws affecting waiting periods, mandatory counseling or requiring parental notification 
or consent. Melissa Clement, executive director of Nevada Right to Life, said she believes there is strong 
support for parental involvement.

___
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Political control: New Hampshire has a Republican governor and the GOP controls the 424-member 

Legislature. All face reelection this fall.
Background: Any abortion restrictions New Hampshire had on the books before Roe v. Wade were not 

enforced after the landmark 1973 ruling, and they were repealed altogether in 1997. The state had no 
restrictions until January, when a ban on abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy was enacted. In June, an 
exemption was added for cases in which the fetus has been diagnosed with “abnormalities incompatible 
with life.” Anticipating the Supreme Court action, Democrats this year tried unsuccessfully to enshrine 
abortion rights into state law and the state constitution. Gov. Chris Sununu calls himself pro-choice and 
says he is committed to upholding Roe v. Wade, but he also has boasted “I’ve done more on the pro-life 
issue than anyone.”

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in New Hampshire. The Legislature 
won’t return until fall, when there will be a one-day session to take up vetoed bills, and it would take a 
two-thirds majority vote to introduce new legislation then.

What’s next: The majority leader of the New Hampshire House has said the public should not expect 
Republicans in the Legislature to further tighten state abortion laws. But anti-abortion lawmakers who 
have filed bills in the past are expected to try again.

___
NEW JERSEY
Political control: Democrats control both houses of the state Legislature and the governorship. Gov. Phil 

Murphy started his second consecutive term this year.
Background: Murphy ran for reelection on the promise that he would sign legislation to enshrine abortion 

rights into state law, and he fulfilled that promise in January. The measure also guaranteed the right to 
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contraception and the right to carry a pregnancy to term. It stopped short of requiring insurance coverage 
for abortions, something advocates had sought. Instead, it authorizes the state Banking and Insurance 
Department to study the issue and possibly adopt regulations if a need is discovered. Under Murphy’s 
predecessor, Republican Chris Christie, state funds to women’s clinics, including Planned Parenthood, were 
slashed. Murphy restored those and has been a strong supporter of abortion rights. New Jersey doesn’t 
have any significant restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent or a mandatory waiting period.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Officials, including the governor, have said the end of Roe would not lead 
to any rollback of abortion services in the state. “Instead of hoping for the best, we prepared ourselves 
for the worst,” Murphy said in May, addressing reports of a leaked draft of a Supreme Court ruling

What’s next: Murphy has proposed a host of new abortion-related measures, but the Legislature has not 
taken them up yet. One aims to let a wider range of medical providers perform the most common type of 
abortion. Another would create a fund so advanced practice registered nurses, physician’s assistants and 
certified nurse midwives can provide abortion services. The source and amount of funding wasn’t defined. 
Another proposed measure would mandate that insurance providers cover abortions without cost-sharing 
or out-of-pocket expenses.

___
NEW MEXICO
Political control: The Democrats who control the New Mexico Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor. Several conservative Democratic state senators who voted against 
the repeal of the abortion ban in 2019 were ousted from office in 2020 by more socially progressive pri-
mary challengers.

Background: In 2021, state lawmakers repealed a dormant 1969 statute that outlawed most abortion 
procedures as felonies, thus ensuring access to abortion even after the federal court rolled back guaran-
tees. Albuquerque is home to one of only a few independent clinics in the country that perform abortions 
in the third trimester without conditions. An abortion clinic in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, is just a mile 
from the state line with Texas and caters to patients from El Paso, western Texas and Arizona.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change in New Mexico now that the high 
court has overturned Roe v. Wade. It is unclear if Democrats, who control the state Legislature, will pur-
sue additional guarantees to abortion access when lawmakers convene in January. Possible avenues of 
legislative reform include enshrining abortion rights in the state constitution, which requires approval by 
voters. Abortion rights activists say the state’s equal rights amendment could be harnessed to guide more 
public funding for abortion-related programs. Raúl Torrez, the district attorney in Albuquerque and the 
Democratic nominee for attorney general, is urging lawmakers to take further steps to protect access to 
abortions, including protections for women coming from other states. The state Republican Party said it’s 
time to elect more anti-abortion candidates to the Legislature.

What’s next: The state can expect to continue to see a steady influx of people seeking abortions from 
neighboring states with more restrictive abortion laws. It already hosts patients from Texas and Oklahoma 
where among the strictest abortion bans in the country were introduced this year.

___
NEW YORK
Political control: The Democrats who control the New York Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in New York state since a 1970 law was passed by the Republican-

controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. The law allows abortions within 
the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or to preserve the mother’s life. The 2019 Reproductive Health Act removed 
abortion from the state’s criminal code, codified Roe v. Wade and allowed abortions after 24 weeks if a 
fetus isn’t viable or to protect the mother’s life or health. Lawmakers have passed laws extending legal 
protections for people seeking and providing abortions in New York.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Roe v. Wade protections are enshrined in state law. New York is plan-
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ning to give abortion providers $35 million this year to expand services and boost security in anticipation 
of an influx of out-of-state people seeking abortions once any ruling comes down. It’s unclear how many 
more people from neighboring states could travel to New York to receive abortion care. New York had 252 
facilities providing abortions as of 2017, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization 
that supports abortion rights.

What’s next: Planned Parenthood and civil liberty groups are urging lawmakers to start the process of 
passing a constitutional amendment protecting access to abortion care in case a future Legislature repeals 
the state law.

___
NORTH CAROLINA
Political control: Republicans hold majorities in the state House and Senate, but the party lacks the 

margins to defeat a veto by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, a strong abortion-rights supporter. Since 2017, 
Cooper has vetoed a “born-alive” abortion measure and a bill prohibiting abortion based on race or a 
Down syndrome diagnosis. He can’t seek reelection in 2024 due to term limits.

Background: A 1973 North Carolina law that banned most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy is 
currently unenforceable after federal judges struck it down as unconstitutional in 2019 and 2021. Instead, 
abortions can be performed until fetal viability. A state law approved in 2015 provides for post-viability 
abortions only in a “medical emergency,” which means the woman would die or face a “serious risk” of 
substantial and irreversible physical impairment without the procedure.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 20-week ban could be 
restored. Legal experts say formal action would have to be taken to cancel the earlier court rulings striking 
it down. Republican legislative leaders late Friday asked state Attorney General Josh Stein, a Democrat 
and abortion rights supporter whose agency’s lawyers defended the 20-week law, to act. Otherwise, they 
said they would seek to intervene.

What’s next: Republican General Assembly leaders don’t plan to consider additional abortion restrictions 
during the soon-to-end legislative session, meaning a likely intensification of electoral efforts to gain the 
five additional seats the GOP needs to reach veto-proof margins come 2023. Cooper and other Democrats 
already are making abortion rights a key campaign pitch. Abortion politics are also expected to figure in 
two state Supreme Court seat elections in November. Republicans would gain a majority on the court if 
they win at least one of them.

___
NORTH DAKOTA
Political control: North Dakota has a legislature dominated by Republicans who want to ban abortion, 

and the GOP governor had hoped to see Roe v. Wade wiped off the books in favor of state’s rights.
Background: The state has passed some of the nation’s strictest abortion laws, including one that would 

have banned abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which can happen before a woman knows 
she is pregnant. The law never took effect because the state’s lone abortion clinic successfully challenged 
it in court. One failed Republican proposal would have charged abortion providers with murder with a 
maximum sentence of life in prison.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: North Dakota has a trigger law that will shut down the state’s sole 
abortion clinic in Fargo after 30 days. That 2007 state law makes it a felony to perform an abortion un-
less necessary to prevent the pregnant woman’s death or in cases of rape or incest. Violators could be 
punished with a five-year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine.

What’s next: The owner and operator of the Red River Women’s Clinic in Fargo said she would explore 
all legal options to ensure abortion services are available in North Dakota. Should that fail, clinic leader 
Tammi Kromenaker plans to move across the river to Moorhead, Minnesota, where abortion has not been 
outlawed. Planned Parenthood says it can provide abortions in Moorhead until Kromenaker gets up and 
running.

___
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OHIO
Political control: The Ohio Legislature is controlled by Republicans who support restricting or banning 

abortions, and the Republican governor backs those efforts. He is up for reelection this year against a 
former mayor who supports abortion rights.

Background: Before Friday’s ruling, Ohio did not ban most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy; 
after that they’re allowed only to save a patient’s life or when their health is seriously compromised. But 
the state imposes a host of other restrictions, including parental consent for minors, a required ultrasound, 
and in-person counseling followed by a 24-hour waiting period. Abortions are prohibited for the reason of 
a fetal Down syndrome diagnosis. Ohio also limits the public funding of abortions to cases of rape, incest 
or endangerment of the patient’s life. It limits public employees’ abortion-related insurance coverage and 
coverage through health plans offered in the Affordable Care Act health exchange to those same scenarios. 
Clinics providing abortions must comply with a host of regulations.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: A ban on most abortions at the first detectable fetal heartbeat became 
the law in Ohio hours after the ruling. Enforcement of Ohio’s 2019 “heartbeat” ban had been on hold for 
nearly three years under a federal court injunction. The state attorney general, Republican Dave Yost, 
asked for that to be dissolved because of the high court’s ruling, and U.S. Judge Michael Barrett agreed 
hours later.

Two trigger bills are on hold in the Legislature, but a key legislative leader has said he anticipates need-
ing to write new legislation after the decision is reversed that more carefully reflects the actual ruling. 
That all but certainly would not happen until lawmakers return to the capital after the November election.

What’s next: Activists are considering how to help Ohioans get abortions elsewhere. They may also 
mount a statewide ballot initiative that would embed the right to an abortion in the state constitution, 
though that could not happen before next year. Abortion opponents are weighing strategies for imposing 
a statewide abortion ban.

___
OKLAHOMA
Political control: Republicans in Oklahoma have a supermajority in both chambers of the Legislature and 

a Republican governor up for reelection this year who has vowed to sign “every pro-life legislation that 
came across my desk.”

Background: Abortion services were halted in Oklahoma in May after Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a bill that 
prohibits all abortions with few exceptions. The ban is enforced by civil lawsuits rather than criminal pros-
ecution. Republican lawmakers have been pushing to restrict abortion in the state for decades, passing 
81 different restrictions since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It will have little practical effect given that abortions are no longer be-
ing provided in Oklahoma. Oklahoma also has a “trigger law” that outlawed abortion as soon as Roe was 
overturned.

What’s next: Given the fierce opposition to abortion from the governor and Legislature, Oklahoma will 
continue to prohibit the practice if states are given the option to do so. Meanwhile, abortion providers who 
had been operating in the state are taking steps to help patients seek abortions out of state, including 
coordinating funding for these women and developing a referral network of therapists to help address 
complications before or after a woman receives an abortion.

___
OREGON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Oregon Legislature support access to abortion, as does 

the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: The Oregon Legislature passed a bill legalizing abortion in 1969. In 2017, Gov. Kate Brown 

signed into law a bill expanding health care coverage for reproductive services, including abortions, to 
thousands of Oregonians, regardless of income, citizenship status or gender identity. Oregon does not 
have any major abortion restrictions and it is legal at all stages of pregnancy.
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Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The Guttmacher Institute has estimated that Oregon will experience a 

234% increase in women seeking abortions arriving from out of state, especially from Idaho. In March, 
Oregon lawmakers approved $15 million to expand abortion availability and pay for abortions and support 
services such as travel and lodgings for residents and out-of-state patients.

What’s next: Brown said after the draft Supreme Court decision was leaked that access to abortion is a 
fundamental right and that she will fight to ensure access to abortion continues to be protected by state 
law in Oregon. Democratic state lawmakers recently formed the Reproductive Health and Access to Care 
Work Group of providers, clinics, community organizations and legislators that will make recommenda-
tions for the 2023 legislative session and beyond. Recommendations may include proposals to protect, 
strengthen, and expand equitable access to all forms of reproductive care.

___
PENNSYLVANIA
Political control: Republicans who control the Pennsylvania Legislature are hostile to abortion rights, but 

the state’s Democratic governor is a strong supporter and has vetoed three GOP-penned bills in five years 
that would have added restrictions beyond the state’s 24-week limit. The race for governor this year could 
tilt that balance.

Background: Abortion is legal in Pennsylvania under decades of state law, including a 1989 law that was 
challenged all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. That produced the landmark Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey ruling that affirmed the high court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion nationwide, 
but also allowed states to put certain limits on abortion access.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Gov. Tom Wolf has vowed to protect access to abortion for the remainder 
of his time in office, through January. Running to replace him is the state’s Democratic attorney general, 
Josh Shapiro, who supports abortion rights, and Republican state Sen. Doug Mastriano, who has said 
he supports banning abortion altogether, with no exceptions. The Legislature is expected to remain in 
Republican hands next year.

What’s next: Legislation to outlaw abortion after the detection of a fetal heartbeat — which can happen 
at six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant — has passed a House committee and is 
awaiting a floor vote. The state Supreme Court is considering a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood and 
other abortion providers aiming to overturn a 1982 law that bans the use of state dollars for abortion, 
except in cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. In response, Republican lawmakers are 
advancing a proposed amendment that would declare there is no constitutional right to an abortion in 
Pennsylvania or to public funding for an abortion.

___
RHODE ISLAND
Political control: The Democrats who control Rhode Island’s General Assembly support access to abor-

tion, as does the Democratic governor.
Background: Rhode Island’s governor signed legislation in 2019 to enshrine abortion protections in case 

the U.S. Supreme Court overturned its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade. The law says the state will not re-
strict the right to an abortion prior to fetal viability or after if necessary to protect the health or life of the 
pregnant woman. It repealed older laws deemed unconstitutional by the courts. The Rhode Island Su-
preme Court upheld the 2019 law in May, just two days after the Supreme Court draft opinion was leaked 
suggesting that a majority of the justices were prepared to overturn Roe. Abortion opponents had argued 
the law violates the state constitution. In 2020, there were 2,611 abortions in Rhode Island, according to 
the state health department.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Rhode Island’s attorney general believes the 2019 Reproductive Privacy 
Act will continue to protect access to abortion. Planned Parenthood Votes! Rhode Island also said abortion 
will remain legal regardless of the decision because the right was codified in state law.

What’s next: It’s possible Rhode Island may need to act to protect abortion access for non-resident pa-
tients, but that cannot be debated in the legislature until next year’s legislative session. Lawmakers may 
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consider requests for abortion coverage to be added to Rhode Island’s Medicaid program and insurance 
coverage for state employees.

___
SOUTH CAROLINA
Political control: South Carolina has a Republican governor, and its General Assembly is dominated by the 

GOP. However, the party doesn’t quite have the two-thirds majority in either chamber needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles or a veto if a Democrat wins the 2022 gubernatorial election.

Background: In 2021, South Carolina passed the “Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” that 
requires doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect a fetal heartbeat if they think a pregnant woman 
is at least eight weeks along. If they find a heartbeat, they can only perform an abortion if the woman’s 
life is in danger, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law is currently tied up in a federal 
lawsuit.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now the U.S. Supreme Court has overturned Roe v. Wade, the 2021 law 
likely will go into effect. If the court’s ruling is less expansive, then the state’s current ban on abortion after 
the 20th week of pregnancy will remain while the 2021 law continues through the federal court system.

What’s next: The South Carolina General Assembly’s regular session ended in May, but Republican 
leaders agreed they could return for a special session to take up more restrictive abortion bills if the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Some Republicans in the Legislature have opposed a complete 
abortion ban, especially without exceptions for victims of rape and incest.

___
SOUTH DAKOTA
Political control: Republicans hold super-majorities in both Statehouse chambers. Republican Gov. Kristi 

Noem is up for reelection this year and has been an ardent opponent of abortion rights.
Background: Under current law, South Dakota bans abortions after the 22nd week of pregnancy. The 

state has only one clinic that regularly provides abortions, a Planned Parenthood facility in Sioux Falls. 
The legislature has worked over the years to make it more difficult for women to get abortions, passing 
mandatory waiting periods and requiring them to review and sign paperwork that discourages them from 
ending their pregnancies.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: South Dakota has a trigger law that immediately banned abortions except 
if the life of the pregnant woman is at risk.

What’s next: Noem has said she planned to call a special session to craft laws for the new legal land-
scape if Roe v. Wade was overturned. She hasn’t commented on specific legislation, but lawmakers have 
floated proposals that would make it more difficult for women to seek an abortion out of state. However, 
South Dakota voters rejected outright bans in 2006 and 2008, and abortion rights advocates are preparing 
for a similar referendum on abortion access. An outright ban on abortions could eventually be challenged 
through a citizen-initiated ballot measure.

___
TENNESSEE
Political control: Tennessee has a Republican governor who is consistently vocal about his opposition to 

abortion. The GOP holds a supermajority in the state legislature and has steadily chipped away at abor-
tion access.

Background: In 2020, Tennessee passed a law banning most abortions when the fetal heartbeat can be 
detected at about six weeks, before many women know they’re pregnant. The measure has never been 
enforced because it was promptly blocked by a federal court. Tennessee voters approved an amendment 
in 2014 declaring that the state’s constitution doesn’t protect or secure the right to abortion or require the 
funding of an abortion, and empowering state lawmakers to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding 
abortion.” State law also doesn’t allow providers to dispense abortion medications through telemedicine 
consultations. There are six abortion providers in Tennessee.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Thirty days after the decision, a so-called trigger law will go into effect 
that bans all abortions in Tennessee except when necessary to prevent death or “serious risk of substan-



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 89 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
tial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors could be charged with a felony for 
providing an abortion under this law.

What’s next: It’s unclear if the trigger law conflicts with the 2020 law banning most abortions at about 
six weeks. The state’s attorney general, a Republican, has not publicly weighed in. Meanwhile, Republicans 
are expected to continue to have supermajority control after this year’s midterm elections. Reproductive 
rights activists say they will direct patients seeking abortion to clinics in Illinois if Roe v. Wade is overturned, 
or to Florida, which would ban abortions at 15 weeks. North Carolina and Virginia could also be options 
for women in eastern Tennessee.

___
TEXAS
Political control: The GOP has commanding majorities in the Texas Legislature and has controlled every 

statewide office for nearly 30 years. Republican Gov. Greg Abbott is up for reelection in November and 
is favored to win a third term.

Background: Texas has given the nation a preview of the landscape of abortion access without the protec-
tions enshrined in Roe v. Wade. A new Texas law banning most abortions after about six weeks — before 
many women know they are pregnant — took effect in September and makes no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. Because of how Republicans wrote the law, which is enforceable only through lawsuits 
filed by private citizens against doctors or anyone who helps a woman obtain an abortion, Texas has es-
sentially outmaneuvered decades of Supreme Court precedent governing a women’s constitutional right 
to an abortion. State data shows the number of abortions performed in Texas’ roughly two dozen clinics 
fell by half in the five months after the law came into effect compared to the same period a year earlier.

Effect of the Supreme Court ruling: Texas had more than 40 abortion clinics in 2012 before a decade 
of Republicans chipping away at abortion access began forcing providers to close. Without Roe v. Wade, 
Texas plans to ban virtually all abortions 30 days after the Supreme Court issues its judgment in the case, 
which could take about a month. Abortions would only be allowed when the patient’s life is in danger or 
if they are at risk of “substantial impairment of a major bodily function.”

What’s next: Many Texas women have already traveled out of state for abortions since the law took 
effect, but they would likely have to travel much farther now that Roe is overturned as more states out-
law abortion. Some Republican lawmakers also want to punish companies that help their Texas-based 
employees get abortions elsewhere, although it’s unclear how much support that idea will have when the 
Legislature returns in 2023.

___
UTAH
Political control: Utah is deeply conservative and the Legislature is controlled by a Republican superma-

jority.
Background: The state has been restricting abortion for years, including a ban after 18 weeks passed in 

2019 that’s now blocked in court. The following year, lawmakers passed a “trigger law” that would outlaw 
nearly all abortions if Roe v. Wade was overturned.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The trigger law banning nearly all abortions became enforceable Friday 
evening, after the legislative general counsel certified the Supreme Court ruling to lawmakers. It does have 
narrow exceptions for rape and incest if those crimes are reported to law enforcement, and for serious 
risk to the life or health of the mother, as well as confirmed lethal birth defects.

What’s next: Utah law makes performing an abortion a felony punishable by up to 15 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. While it’s aimed primarily at providers, lawmakers have acknowledged that a woman 
who self-administers an abortion, including through medication, could potentially face charges.

___
VERMONT
Political control: The Vermont Legislature is controlled by Democrats, but Republican Gov. Phil Scott is 

a firm supporter of abortion rights.
Background: Vermont has a 2019 law guaranteeing the right to an abortion and voters will consider a 
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proposal in November to amend the state constitution to protect abortion rights. Also in 2019, the Ver-
mont Legislature began the process of amending the constitution to protect abortion rights, known as the 
Reproductive Liberty Amendment or Proposition 5. Vermont’s proposed amendment does not contain the 
word “abortion.” Proponents say that’s because it’s not meant to authorize only abortion but also would 
guarantee other reproductive rights such as the right to get pregnant or access birth control. Opponents 
say vague wording could have unintended consequences that could play out for years. Lawmakers ap-
proved the proposed amendment in February, leading the way for a statewide vote.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Nothing will change immediately in Vermont.
What’s next: Vermont voters will cast ballots in November to decide if the state will amend its constitu-

tion to protect abortion rights.
___
VIRGINIA
Political control: Virginia has a Republican governor who says he would support new state-level restric-

tions on abortion. Gov. Glenn Youngkin said Friday that he will seek legislation to ban most abortions after 
15 weeks. Youngkin told The Washington Post he has asked four antiabortion Republican lawmakers to 
draft the legislation. He told the Post that a cutoff at 20 weeks might be necessary to build consensus in 
the divided Virginia legislature, where Republicans control the House and Democrats control the Senate. 
Youngkin generally supports exceptions to abortion restrictions in cases of rape, incest or when the life 
of the mother is in danger.

Background: In recent years, when Democrats were in full control of state government, lawmakers rolled 
back abortion restrictions. They ended strict building code requirements on facilities where abortions are 
performed and did away with requirements that a patient seeking an abortion undergo a 24-hour waiting 
period and ultrasound. Advocates said the changes would make Virginia a haven for abortion access in 
the South. Republican victories in the November elections shook up the state’s political landscape, but 
Senate Democrats defeated several measures that would have limited abortion access during the 2022 
legislative session.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: There will be no immediate change to abortion laws in Virginia now that 
Roe v. Wade has been overturned. Some abortion providers expect to see an uptick in patients seeking 
care in Virginia from neighboring states with “trigger laws” that would ban abortion.

What’s next: The future of abortion access is Virginia is murky. Senate Democrats say they intend to 
continue blocking attempts to roll back abortion access, though they control the chamber by the narrow-
est possible margin and have one caucus member who personally opposes abortion and says he is open 
to new restrictions. Republicans also have a narrow hold on the House, with several moderate members. 
Every seat in the General Assembly will be on the ballot in 2023.

___
WASHINGTON
Political control: The Democrats who control the Washington Legislature support access to abortion, as 

does the state’s Democratic governor.
Background: Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. An-

other ballot measure approved by voters in 1991 declared a woman’s right to choose physician-performed 
abortion prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe 
v. Wade was overturned. And in 2018, the Legislature passed a measure that would require Washington 
insurers offering maternity care to also cover elective abortions and contraception. Earlier this year, Gov. 
Jay Inslee signed a measure that grants specific statutory authorization for physician assistants, advanced 
registered nurse practitioners and other providers acting within their scope of practice to perform abortions. 
Supporters say the move is designed to help meet the demand from the potential influx of out-of-state 
patients. That same measure also prohibits legal action by Washington state against people seeking an 
abortion and those who aid them.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The state “will use every available tool to protect and preserve Washing-
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tonians’ fundamental right to choose, and protect the rights of anyone who wants to come here to access 
reproductive health care,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a Democrat. Data from the Washington 
state Department of Health from 2020 shows that of the 16,909 abortions performed in the state that 
year, 852 involved non-residents. The majority of those people came from neighboring states such as 
Idaho and Oregon.

What’s next: It’s impossible to predict how many more non-resident patients will potentially seek care in 
Washington now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, but the increase will likely be in the thousands, 
said Jennifer Allen, CEO of Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The state has more than 30 in-person 
abortion clinics, though the vast majority are in western Washington along the Interstate 5 corridor.

___
WEST VIRGINIA
Political control: West Virginia has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict 

access to abortions. Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, opposes abortion access and has signed two anti-
abortion laws since taking office in 2017.

Background: West Virginia currently bans abortion after the 20th week of pregnancy unless a patient’s 
life is in danger, or they face “substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function.” 
Patients seeking abortions must wait 24 hours after undergoing legislatively mandated counseling designed 
to discourage abortions. A minor who wants an abortion must obtain parental permission. The use of 
telemedicine to administer a medication abortion is outlawed. The state also bars patients from getting 
abortions because they believe their child will be born with a disability. The House of Delegates this year 
passed a 15-week abortion ban, but it died in the Senate.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: It’s unclear what the effect the ruling will have on abortion access in 
West Virginia. The state has had a law banning abortion on the books since 1848; Under that law, provid-
ers who perform abortions can face felony charges and three to 10 years in prison, unless the abortion is 
conducted to save a patient’s life. In 2018, West Virginia voters approved a constitutional amendment to 
declare patients do not have the right to abortion and banning state funding for abortions.

What’s next: West Virginia lawmakers could introduce new legislation restricting abortion access when 
they return to the Capitol in January, but they could return sooner if called into a special session. West 
Virginia only has one clinic that performs abortions. Women’s Health Center of West Virginia Executive 
Director Katie Quinonez said if abortion access is outlawed, the clinic will continue to provide reproductive 
care, such as birth control and STI diagnosis and treatment. She said the clinic will help women travel to 
other states for abortions through its abortion fund.

___
WISCONSIN
Political control: Wisconsin has a legislature controlled by Republicans who want to ban or restrict access 

to abortions but a Democratic governor who supports access and is up for reelection this year.
Background: Wisconsin has allowed most abortions until the 22nd week of pregnancy to save the health 

or life of the mother. A woman seeking an abortion must meet with a counselor and doctor before ob-
taining an abortion and wait at least 24 hours before having it done. Anyone under age 18 must have an 
adult relative over age 25 with them to obtain an abortion.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, it is presumed that a state 
law passed in 1849 making an abortion a felony offense could go into effect, and doctors have halted 
procedures. However, Wisconsin’s Democratic attorney general argues that the law is so old that it’s unen-
forceable. The language allows a woman to legally destroy her own fetus or embryo and grants immunity 
if an abortion is needed to save a woman’s life and is performed at a hospital. Another state law, passed 
in 1985, prohibits abortions performed after a fetus reaches viability -- when it could survive outside the 
womb -- conflicting with the 1849 ban.

What’s next: Republican lawmakers are expected to attempt to clarify the 1849 law to ensure there is 
a ban in place, even as that issue is fought in the courts. However, lawmakers’ efforts would be stymied 
if Democratic Gov. Tony Evers wins reelection. Wisconsin’s Republican Assembly Speaker Robin Vos has 
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said he supports an exception in cases of rape and that a ruling on Roe could force lawmakers to consider 
other related reproductive issues such as contraception. Other Republicans will push for more restrictive 
abortion laws.

___
WYOMING
Political control: Wyoming has one of the most Republican legislatures in the U.S. and a long tradition of 

libertarian-type if not always social or religious conservatism. That may be changing. In March, Republican 
Gov. Mark Gordon signed into law a bill that would ban abortion in nearly all instances should the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade.

Background: Current Wyoming law allows abortions up to when a fetus might be able to survive on its 
own outside its mother’s body. The law does not specify when that happens, but it is generally considered 
to be at around 23 weeks into pregnancy. Wyoming currently doesn’t allow abortions after then except to 
protect the mother from substantial risk to her life or health. Wyoming Republicans have traditionally taken 
a hands-off approach to abortion but have proven more willing to limit the practice lately. The number of 
Democrats in the Legislature has dwindled from 26 in 2010 to just nine out of 90 total seats now. A 2021 
law requires physicians to provide lifesaving care to any aborted fetus born alive.

Effect of Supreme Court ruling: The new state law that bans abortion only provides exceptions in cases 
of rape or incest or to protect the mother’s life or health, not including psychological conditions. Though 
Wyoming has no abortion clinics, abortions still occur. Ninety-eight took place in Wyoming in 2021, ac-
cording to state officials.

What’s next: A planned women’s health clinic in Casper that would have been the only one offering 
abortions in the state was on track to open in mid-June but an arson fire May 25 delayed those plans 
by around six months. Clinic founder Julie Burkhart said Friday that, despite the ruling, she still plans to 
open the clinic and will continue to seek legal means to keep abortion legal in Wyoming. Police continue 
to look for a suspect in the arson investigation, and have offered a $5,000 reward for information leading 
to an arrest.

Some US clinics stop doing abortions as ruling takes hold
By MARYCLAIRE DALE Associated Press
Abortion bans that were put on the books in some states in the event Roe v. Wade was overturned 

started automatically taking effect Friday, while clinics elsewhere — including Alabama, Texas and West 
Virginia — stopped performing abortions for fear of prosecution, sending women away in tears.

“Some patients broke down and could not speak through their sobbing,” said Katie Quinonez, execu-
tive director of West Virginia’s lone abortion clinic, whose staff spent the day calling dozens of patients to 
cancel their appointments. “Some patients were stunned and didn’t know what to say. Some patients did 
not understand what was happening.”

America was convulsed with anger, joy, fear and confusion after the Supreme Court overturned Roe. 
The canyon-like divide across the U.S. over the right to terminate a pregnancy was on full display, with 
abortion rights supporters calling it a dark day in history, while abortion foes welcomed the ruling as the 
answer to their prayers.

Women who traveled across state lines to end a pregnancy found themselves immediately thwarted in 
some places as abortions were halted as a result of state laws that were triggered by the court decision 
or confusion over when those laws would take effect.

In eliminating the constitutional right to abortion that has stood for a half-century, the high court left 
the politically charged issue up to the states, about half of which are now likely to ban the procedure.

Abortions were immediately halted in nine states. Providers in two other states, Oklahoma and South 
Dakota, had already stopped performing the procedure in the past month. About 73 million people live in 
the 11 states where the procedure was not available — more than a fifth of the U.S. population.
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The reaction across the country largely fell along predictable political lines.
New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, a Democrat in a state where abortions are available with few 

restrictions, called the ruling a “war on women” and vowed to stand as a “brick wall” to help preserve the 
right. Republican Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin vowed to seek a ban on abortions after 15 weeks.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a conservative Republican widely considered a potential candidate for president 
in 2024, tweeted: “The Supreme Court has answered the prayers of millions upon millions of Americans.”

The issue is certain to intensify the fall election season. Both sides intend to use the issue to energize 
supporters and get them to vote.

“This country is lurching to the right, taking away rights. The voters are going to have to intervene,” said 
Democratic Rep. Jim Clyburn of South Carolina, the U.S. House majority whip.

Some states, including Louisiana, Arkansas and Missouri, had “trigger law” bans on the books that went 
into effect as soon as Roe fell.

In Alabama, the state’s three abortion clinics stopped performing the procedure for fear providers would 
now be prosecuted under a law dating to 1951.

At the Alabama Women’s Center for Reproductive Alternatives in Huntsville, the staff had to tell women 
in the waiting room Friday morning that they could not perform any more abortions that day. Some had 
come from as far away as Texas for an appointment.

“A lot of them just started breaking down crying. Can you imagine if you had driven 12 hours to receive 
this care in this state and you are not able to?” clinic owner Dalton Johnson said. Patients were given a 
list of out-of-state places still doing abortions.

Abortion providers across Arizona likewise stopped doing procedures while they try to determine if a 
law dating to pre-statehood days — before 1912 — means doctors and nurses will face prison time now.

In Texas, providers wondered which law they had to follow: a 1925 ban, a 2021 law that limits abortions 
to the first six weeks of pregnancy, or a trigger law that bans the procedure outright, but wouldn’t take 
effect for a month or more. The confusion led them to suspend abortions while they seek legal advice.

Texas Republican Attorney General Ken Paxton warned they could face immediate prosecution for per-
forming abortions under the Prohibition-era ban, which carries two to five years in prison.

It was the risk of prosecution under a 19th-century abortion ban punishable by prison that led the 
Women’s Health Center of West Virginia to stop performing the procedure.

West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice, a Republican, said he will not hesitate to call the Legislature into special 
session if the ban needs to be clarified.

In Ohio, a federal judge dissolved an injunction, allowing a 2019 state law to take effect banning most 
abortions at the first detectable fetal heartbeat.

The high court ruling drew strong reactions around the country.
Carol E. Tracy, the executive director of the Women’s Law Project in Philadelphia, was “absolutely furious.”
“They want women to be barefoot and pregnant once again,” she said. “But I have no doubt that women 

and like-minded men, and people in the LGBTQ community, who are also at great risk, ... we’re going to 
fight back. I think it’s going to be a long, hard fight.”

Garrett Bess, who works with a lobbying arm of the conservative Heritage Foundation, said his group 
will continue to press states to restrict abortion.

“We’ll be working with grassroots Americans to ensure the protection of pregnant mothers and babies,” 
Bess said outside the Supreme Court. “This has been a long time coming, and it’s a welcome decision.”

Opinion polls show that a majority of Americans favor preserving Roe.
They include Alison Dreith, 41, an abortion activist in southern Illinois, where the governor has vowed 

to keep the procedure accessible. She said she fears for the safety of abortion workers, especially those 
who help people from states where the procedure is banned.

Dreith works with the Midwest Action Coalition, which offers gas money, child care and other practical 
support to women seeking abortions.

“I absolutely believe that they will try to come after me. I’m not built for prison, but I’m ready,” she said, 
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“and I say, ‘Let’s do this.’ You want to pick that fight with me? I’m fighting back.”

People on both sides of the emotional issue took to the streets to protest or rejoice, gathering in parks, 
on steps of state Capitols, on sidewalks outside courthouses and at abortion clinics.

In Omaha, Nebraska, about 50 abortion opponents rallied at a federal courthouse, vowing to pressure 
lawmakers to outlaw the procedure.

A few miles away, more than 1,000 abortion-rights supporters lined a busy street and a bridge over-
looking traffic at rush hour, saying they would try to keep abortion legal in the state despite its heavy 
conservative leanings. They held up signs and shouted as passing motorists honked.

In Little Rock, Arkansas, a man in a crowd of more than 100 people held up a sign that said “Abort the 
Supreme Court.”

Outside Planned Parenthood in St. Louis, Missouri, abortion foes held a victory celebration.
“I never thought I would live to see this day,” said Mary McMahan, 64, who has been active in the move-

ment since childhood and has spent many hours on the sidewalk outside the clinic praying. “But here it 
is. Thank God it is here.”

Emma Garland, 18, of Freeburg, Illinois, showed up to support Planned Parenthood, saying she was 
scared her rights were being “stripped away.”

“I thought we had more faith in our country as a whole not to overturn it, but we lost that faith today,” 
Garland said.

Airlines aim to shift blame for flight problems to FAA
By DAVID KOENIG AP Airlines Writer
DALLAS (AP) — Airlines under scrutiny for widespread flight disruptions are renewing their criticism of the 

government agency that manages the nation’s airspace, saying that understaffing at the Federal Aviation 
Administration is “crippling” traffic along the East Coast.

Airlines for America, which represents the largest U.S. carriers, said Friday it wants to know FAA’s staff-
ing plans for the July Fourth holiday weekend, “so we can plan accordingly.”

The comments from the industry group could serve as a pre-emptive defense in case airlines again 
suffer thousands of canceled and delayed flights over the holiday weekend, when travel is expected to 
set new pandemic-era highs.

“The industry is actively and nimbly doing everything possible to create a positive customer experience 
since it is in an airline’s inherent interest to keep customers happy, so they return for future business,” 
Nicholas Calio, president of the trade group, said in a letter to Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg.

Calio said airlines have dropped 15% of the flights they originally planned for June through August to 
make the remaining flights more reliable, they are hiring and training more pilots and customer-service 
agents, and giving passengers more flexibility to change travel plans.

Calio said air traffic is often disrupted “for many hours” because bad weather causes the the FAA to 
issue delays.

“However, we have also observed that FAA (air traffic control) staffing challenges have led to traffic 
restrictions under blue sky conditions,” he added.

The FAA shot back, with a reference to taxpayer money that airlines received after the pandemic dev-
astated air travel.

“People expect when they buy an airline ticket that they’ll get where they need to go safely, efficiently, 
reliably and affordably,” the FAA said in a statement. “After receiving $54 billion in pandemic relief to help 
save the airlines from mass layoffs and bankruptcy, the American people deserve to have their expecta-
tions met.”

The FAA said it has added controllers in high-traffic areas and added alternate routes to keep planes 
moving.

The airline trade group chief’s comments came a week after Buttigieg called airline leaders to a virtual 
meeting and threatened to punish carriers that fail to meet consumer-protection standards set by his 
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department, which includes the FAA.

Buttigieg said he called the meeting after being alarmed by the high number of canceled flights around 
Memorial Day — more than 2,700 in a five-day stretch, according to tracking service FlightAware.

Thunderstorms can quickly snarl air traffic during the summer, but airlines have also acknowledged 
staffing shortages — they are hiring at a rapid pace to replace tens of thousands of workers whom the 
airlines paid to quit when travel collapsed in 2020. Pilot union leaders say their groups are being stretched 
to the limit, and more pilots report being fatigued.

The FAA has admitted that it too is understaffed, particularly at a key air traffic control center in Florida.
Calio said that facility, near Jacksonville, Florida, has been understaffed for 27 of the last 30 days, “which 

is crippling to the entire East Coast traffic flows.”
More than 600 U.S. flights had been canceled and more than 4,200 delayed by early afternoon Friday, 

according to FlightAware. That was better than Thursday, however, when thunderstorms on the East Coast 
contributed to more than 800 cancellations and 6,600 delays.

Ukrainian army leaving battered city for fortified positions
By DAVID KEYTON, JOHN LEICESTER and YURAS KARMANAU Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — After weeks of ferocious fighting, Ukrainian forces have begun retreating from a 

besieged city in the country’s east to move to stronger positions, a regional official said Friday, the four-
month mark in Russia’s invasion.

The planned withdrawal from Sievierodonetsk, the administrative center of the Luhansk region, comes 
after relentless Russian bombardment that has reduced most of the industrial city to rubble and cut its 
population from 100,0000 to 10,000. Ukrainian troops fought the Russians in house-to-house battles be-
fore retreating to the huge Azot chemical factory on the city’s edge, where they remain holed up in its 
sprawling underground structures in which about 500 civilians also found refuge.

In recent days, Russian forces have made gains around Sievierodonetsk and the neighboring city of 
Lysychansk, on a steep bank across a river, in a bid to encircle Ukrainian forces.

Sievierodonetsk and Lysychansk have been the focal point of the Russian offensive aimed at capturing all 
of the Donbas and destroying the Ukrainian military defending it — the most capable and battle-hardened 
segment of the country’s armed forces. The two cities and surrounding areas are the last major pockets of 
Ukrainian resistance in the Luhansk region — 95% of which is under Russian and local separatist forces’ 
control. The Russians and separatists also control about half of the Donetsk region, the second province 
in the Donbas.

Russia used its numerical advantages in troops and weapons to pummel Sievierodonetsk in what has 
become a war of attrition, while Ukraine clamored for better and more weapons from its Western allies. 
Bridges to the city were destroyed, slowing the Ukrainian military’s ability to resupply, reinforce and evacu-
ate the wounded and others. Much of the city’s electricity, water and communications infrastructure has 
been destroyed.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said Ukrainian troops have been ordered to leave Sievierodonetsk to pre-
vent bigger losses and move to better fortified positions. The head of the regional administration, Roman 
Vlasenko, said the withdrawal has already begun and will take several days.

“As of now, the Ukrainian military still remains in Sievierodonetsk,” Vlasenko told CNN. “They are being 
withdrawn from the city at the moment. It started yesterday.”

Ukraine’s military spokesman declined to confirm the retreat order, saying government policy prevents 
comments on Ukrainian troop movements.

“Regrettably, we will have to pull our troops out of Sievierodonetsk,” Haidai told The Associated Press. “It 
makes no sense to stay at the destroyed positions, and the number of killed in action has been growing.”

A senior U.S. defense official, speaking in Washington on condition of anonymity, on Friday called the 
Ukrainians’ move a “tactical retrograde” to consolidate forces into positions where they can better defend 
themselves. This will add to Ukraine’s effort to keep Russian forces pinned down longer in a small area, 
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the official said.

Haidai noted that while the retreat is under way, some Ukrainian troops remain in Sievierodonetsk, fac-
ing Russian bombardment that has destroyed 80% of buildings.

“As of today, the resistance in Sievierodonetsk is continuing,” Haidai told the AP. “The Russians are re-
lentlessly shelling the Ukrainian positions, burning everything out.”

Haidai said the Russians are also advancing toward Lysychansk — from Zolote and Toshkivka — adding 
that Russian reconnaissance units conducted forays on the city’s edges but its defenders drove them out. 
The governor added that a bridge leading to Lysychansk was badly damaged in a Russian airstrike and is 
unusable for trucks. Ukrainian military analyst Oleg Zhdanov told the AP that some of the troops moving 
away from Sievierodonetsk are heading to the fight in Lysychansk.

In other battlefield reports, the Russian Defense Ministry declared Friday that four Ukrainian battalions 
and a unit of “foreign mercenaries” totaling about 2,000 soldiers have been “fully blocked” near Hirske 
and Zolote, south of Lysychansk. The claim couldn’t be independently verified.

Following a botched attempt to capture Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital, in the early stage of the invasion that 
started Feb. 24, Russian forces have shifted their focus to the Donbas, where the Ukrainian forces have 
fought Moscow-backed separatists since 2014.

After repeated requests to its Western allies for heavier weaponry to counter Russia’s edge in firepower, 
four medium-range American rocket launchers have arrived, with four more on the way. The senior U.S. 
defense official said Friday that more Ukrainian forces are training outside Ukraine to use the High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, and are expected back in their country with the weapons by mid-July.

The rockets can travel about 45 miles (70 kilometers). Also to be sent are 18 U.S. coastal and river patrol 
boats. The official said there is no evidence Russia has been successful in intercepting any of what has 
been a steady flow of military aid into Ukraine from the U.S. and other nations. Russia has repeatedly 
threatened to strike, or actually claimed to have hit, such shipments.

IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS:
The day after Ukraine was approved as a candidate to join the European Union, Zelenskyy urged Ukrai-

nians not to focus on all that still must be done before the country is accepted into the EU but to quietly 
celebrate the moment and be proud of how far Ukraine has already come in moving away from its Soviet 
past.

“Do not be happy that this is a slap in the face for Moscow but be proud that this is applause for Ukraine,” 
he said in his nightly video address. “Let it inspire you. We deserve it. Please smile and let God bless us 
all with a quiet night. Then tomorrow, again into battle. With new strength, with new wings.”

___
In Tbilisi, Georgia, another former Soviet republic that has applied to join the EU, thousands of people 

rallied on Friday to demand the resignation of the prime minister over his government’s failure to implement 
the necessary reforms for Georgia to join Ukraine in being accepted as a candidate for EU membership. The 
European Council this week said Georgia had more work to do before it would be given candidate status.

Zelenskyy addressed the rally by video, expressing his support for Georgia and thanking the Georgians 
who have come to Ukraine to join the fight against Russia. Russia invaded Georgia in 2008 and now ef-
fectively controls two breakaway territories.

___
Zelenskyy urged music fans at the Glastonbury Festival to “spread the truth about Russia’s war.” Speaking 

to the crowd at the British music extravaganza by video on Friday before a set by The Libertines, Zelenskyy 
said, “We in Ukraine would also like to live the life as we used to and enjoy freedom and this wonderful 
summer, but we cannot do that because the most terrible has happened — Russia has stolen our peace.”

___
An official with the pro-Moscow administration in the southern city of Kherson, which was captured by 

Russian troops early in the invasion, was killed in an explosion Friday. The pro-Russian regional adminis-
tration in Kherson said that Dmitry Savlyuchenko died when his vehicle exploded in what it described as 
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a “terror attack.” There was no immediate claim of responsibility.

With Roe over, some fear rollback of LGBTQ and other rights
By JOHN HANNA Associated Press
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision allowing states to ban abortion stirred alarm 

Friday among LGBTQ advocates, who feared that the ruling could someday allow a rollback of legal pro-
tections for gay relationships, including the right for same-sex couples to marry.

In the court’s majority opinion overturning the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, Justice Samuel Alito said the 
decision applied only to abortion. But critics of the court’s conservative majority gave the statement no 
credence.

“I don’t buy that at all,” said Lawrence Gostin, a professor of medicine at Georgetown University and 
faculty director of its Institute for National and Global Health Law. “It really is much more extreme than 
the justices are making it out to be.”

He added: “It means that you can’t look to the Supreme Court as an impartial arbiter of constitutional 
rights because they’re acting more as culture warriors.”

Gostin and others pointed to a separate concurring opinion in which Justice Clarence Thomas said the 
court should review other precedents, including its 2015 decision legalizing same-sex marriage, a 2003 
decision striking down laws criminalizing gay sex and a 1965 decision declaring that married couples have 
a right to use contraception.

“Today is about this horrifying invasion of privacy that this court is now allowing, and when we lose one 
right that we have relied on and enjoyed, other rights are at risk,” said Jim Obergefell, the plaintiff in the 
landmark ruling legalizing same-sex marriage, who is now running as a Democrat for the Ohio House.

Abortion opponents celebrated the potential for states to ban abortion after nearly 50 years of being 
prevented from doing so. Some argued that the case did not have implications beyond that, noting Alito’s 
words.

“And to ensure that our decision is not misunderstood or mischaracterized, we emphasize that our deci-
sion concerns the constitutional right to abortion and no other right,” Alito wrote. “Nothing in this opinion 
should be understood to cast doubt on precedents that do not concern abortion.”

Kristen Waggoner, legal director for the Alliance Defending Freedom, which helped defend the Missis-
sippi abortion law at issue in the ruling, said the high court’s decision makes it clear that “the taking of 
human life is unlike any other issue.” She said raising other issues shows the weakness of critics’ argu-
ments about abortion.

Still, said Paul Dupont, a spokesman for the conservative anti-abortion American Principles Project, con-
servatives are optimistic about the potential for future victories on cultural issues, though getting more 
states to ban abortion is “a huge enough battle.”

“If there is a thought that this could apply elsewhere, you know, they’re not going to say it here, and 
we’re just going to have to see,” Dupont said.

Other factors could protect those rulings on birth control and LGBTQ rights, too. The Obergefell decision 
that legalized same-sex marriage was based on equal protection, and hundreds of thousands of couples 
have relied on it to wed, a precedent that many courts would be loath to disturb.

Still, a sharp increase in anti-LGBTQ rhetoric in the U.S. and opposition to specific kinds of birth control 
on the right have advocates concerned that those rights are vulnerable.

The possibility worried some of the scores of people at a Friday evening abortion-rights rally outside the 
Kansas Statehouse in Topeka. including Rija Nazir, a 21-year-old community organizer from Wichita for a 
voting-rights group.

She wore a pink cowboy hat festooned with a button featuring a “cowboy uterus” drawing for a “Vote 
Neigh” campaign against an anti-abortion measure on the statewide ballot Aug. 2.

“They’re going to go for LGBTQ rights first and then same-sex marriage next. Who knows? Maybe inter-
racial marriage, birth control,” Nazir said. “They’re not going to stop at abortion.”
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Some abortion opponents treat some forms of contraception as forms of abortion, particularly IUDs 

and emergency birth control such as Plan B, also known as the “morning after” pill. Lawmakers in Idaho 
and Missouri last year discussed banning state funding for emergency contraception, and Idaho prevents 
public schools or universities from dispersing it.

“It’s all interconnected, because at its base, birth control and abortion are both types of health care 
that help people have bodily autonomy,” said Mara Gandal-Powers, director of birth control access for the 
National Women’s Law Center, which supports abortion rights. “I’m very concerned about where this is 
going to go.”

The Supreme Court’s three most liberal members argued that the majority decision “breaches a core 
rule-of-law principle, designed to promote constancy in the law” and “places in jeopardy” other rights.

At the White House, President Joe Biden pledged to do everything in his power to defend a woman’s 
right to have an abortion in states where it will be banned. He warned that the ruling could undermine 
rights to contraception and gay marriage: “This is an extreme and dangerous path.”

Then there is Thomas’ concurring opinion, which Sarah Warbelow, legal director for the pro-LGBTQ-rights 
Human Rights Campaign, called an invitation for “stirring up fringe organizations, fringe politicians who 
want to harm the LGBTQ community.”

“There are clearly members of the court who have an outdated notion of what America looks like today 
and have a fantasy of returning to their painted idealism of a 1940s, 1950s America, certainly not what it 
really was in the 1940s and ‘50s,” she said. “And that is terrifying.”

Jason Pierceson, a University of Illinois political scientist, said he doesn’t see the conservative majority 
stopping with abortion.

“They are sending signals to the conservative legal movement, which has a lot of momentum right now 
because of this victory, to keep going and to keep bringing cases to them over the next several years that 
will give them opportunities to go further,” Pierceson said.

Jennifer Pizer, acting chief legal officer for the LGBTQ-rights group Lambda Legal, added: “It is an ex-
tremist assault on the privacy, self-determination, dignity and equality of every person in our country.”

Democrats vow to help women who must travel for abortions
By CLAIRE RUSH and ADAM BEAM Associated Press
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Democratic leaders across the nation vowed Friday to help women who travel 

to seek abortions and to shield patients and medical professionals from being pursued by authorities in 
states where the procedure becomes outlawed after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade.

On the West Coast, the Democratic governors of California, Washington and Oregon issued a joint “multi-
state commitment,” saying they will work together to defend patients and care providers.

In North Carolina, Gov. Roy Cooper, also a Democrat, emphasized the importance of the November elec-
tion in the state where the GOP controls the General Assembly but lacks veto-proof majorities to severely 
restrict or outlaw abortion.

“Democratic governors are the last line of defense against these types of extreme bills,” he said.
It was a strategy echoed by President Joe Biden, who told the nation Friday that Democratic victories 

at the state level in November could thwart efforts to ban abortion.
“Congress must act, and with your vote, you can act,” Biden said.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom announced the West Coast plan in a video statement with Oregon Gov. 

Kate Brown and Washington Gov. Jay Inslee.
“No matter who you are or where you come from, Oregon doesn’t turn away anyone seeking health 

care,” Brown said.
All three states anticipate an influx of people seeking abortions, especially as neighboring conservative 

states move to outlaw or greatly restrict the procedure.
The governors also pledged to “protect against judicial and local law enforcement cooperation with out-

of-state investigations, inquiries and arrests” regarding abortions performed in their states.
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Elsewhere, some companies reiterated or announced plans to help pay for employees to travel to other 

states to get reproductive care.
For example, Seattle-based Starbucks said it will reimburse abortion travel expenses for employees 

enrolled in its health care plan if a legal provider isn’t available in their home state or within 100 miles of 
their home.

Washington Attorney General Bob Ferguson also said he will work to ensure his state “welcomes any 
individual who comes here to access the fundamental right to reproductive justice,” adding that he is “al-
ready working to protect medical professionals who are prosecuted in other states for providing essential 
health care services that are legal and protected in Washington.”

Ferguson says he has a team of 20 staffers working on abortion-access issues.
In Sacramento, California, Newsom warned that conservative Supreme Court justices and Republican 

politicians “are coming after you” on issues beyond the abortion decision and another ruling this week 
that said Americans have a right to carry firearms in public for self-defense.

Conservative leaders have telegraphed their intent to roll back laws and legal decisions on LGBTQ rights, 
on contraception, the environment and in other areas, Newsom said.

“This is not just about women. This is not just about choice. It’s not just about reproductive freedom 
— they’re coming after you,” he said.

Newsom signed into law a bill intended to shield abortion providers and volunteers in California from 
legal decisions in other states that limit reproductive rights, part of a package of more than a dozen bills 
intended to make California a sanctuary for those seeking abortions.

He said the state’s budget will include $20 million over three years to help pay for women from other 
states to get abortions in California. The money will go to nonprofits that help women pay for expenses 
such as travel, lodging and child care.

Oregon has codified the right to an abortion. State law was updated in 2017 and allows for late-term 
abortions and requires private medical insurance and state Medicaid to cover the procedure. A $15 million 
fund established by state lawmakers this year covers costs for abortion providers and patients without 
insurance coverage or traveling from out of state.

The fund also seeks to expand abortion access in Oregon’s rural communities.
Washington and Oregon border Idaho, which following Friday’s ruling will ban abortions except in cases 

of reported rape or incest, or to protect the mother’s life.
Abortion has been legal in Washington state since a 1970 statewide ballot referendum. Another ballot 

measure approved by voters in 1991 affirmed a woman’s right to choose physician-performed abortion 
prior to fetal viability and further expanded and protected access to abortion in the state if Roe v. Wade 
was overturned.

In California, abortion was outlawed in 1850, except when the life of the mother was in danger. The 
law changed in 1967 to include abortions in the case of rape, incest or if a woman’s mental health were 
in danger.

In 1969, the California Supreme Court declared the state’s original abortion law to be unconstitutional 
but left the 1967 law in place. In 1972 – one year before the Roe v. Wade decision – California voters 
added a “right to privacy” to the state constitution. Since then, the state Supreme Court has interpreted 
that right to privacy as a right to access abortion.

Local governments in the states said they were also ready to help protect and provide abortion access. 
Washington state’s most populous county will devote $1 million in emergency funding to help women 
traveling to the Seattle area seeking abortions following the overturning of Roe v. Wade.

Juul can keep selling e-cigarettes as court blocks FDA ban
By TOM MURPHY AP Health Writer
Juul can continue to sell its electronic cigarettes, at least for now, after a federal appeals court on Friday 

temporarily blocked a government ban.
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Juul filed an emergency motion earlier Friday, seeking the temporary hold while it appeals the sales ban.
The e-cigarette maker had asked the court to pause what it called an “extraordinary and unlawful ac-

tion” by the Food and Drug Administration that would have required it to immediately halt its business.
The FDA said Thursday that Juul must stop selling its vaping device and its tobacco and menthol flavored 

cartridges.
The action was part of a sweeping effort by the agency to bring scientific scrutiny to the multibillion-

dollar vaping industry after years of regulatory delays.
To stay on the market, companies must show that their e-cigarettes benefit public health. In practice, 

that means proving that adult smokers who use them are likely to quit or reduce their smoking, while 
teens are unlikely to get hooked on them.

The FDA said Juul’s application left regulators with significant questions and didn’t include enough in-
formation to evaluate any potential health risks. Juul said it submitted enough information and data to 
address all issues raised.

A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit granted Juul’s request 
for a hold while the court reviews the case.

While Juul remains a top seller, its share of the U.S. e-cigarette market has dipped to about half. The 
company was widely blamed for a surge in underage vaping a few years ago, but a recent federal survey 
showed a drop in the teen vaping rate and a shift away from Juul’s products.

The devices heat a nicotine solution into a vapor that’s inhaled, bypassing many of the toxic chemicals 
produced by burning tobacco.

The company said in its Friday court filing that it submitted a 125,000-page application to the FDA nearly 
two years ago. It said the application included several studies to evaluate the health risks among Juul users.

Juul said that the FDA cannot argue that there was a “critical and urgent public interest” in immediately 
removing its products from the market when the agency allowed them to be sold during its review.

The company noted that the FDA denied its application while authorizing those submitted by competi-
tors with similar products.

The FDA has OK’d e-cigarettes from R.J. Reynolds, Logic and other companies, while rejecting many 
others.

In 2019, Juul was pressured into halting all advertising and eliminating its fruit and dessert flavors after 
they became popular among middle and high school students. The next year, the FDA limited flavors in 
small vaping devices to just tobacco and menthol.

Pilots in line for big raises amid global travel disruptions
By DAVID KOENIG AP Airlines Writer
DALLAS (AP) — The largest pilots union has approved a contract that would boost the pay of pilots at 

United Airlines by more than 14% over the next 18 months, potentially clearing the way for similar wage 
hikes throughout the industry.

The deal reflects the leverage currently held by unions, with the industry facing a pilot shortage that 
has resulted in cancellations worldwide and fewer flights.

The Air Line Pilots Association said Friday that the council overseeing relations with United approved a 
tentative two-year agreement that covers about 14,000 of the airline’s pilots.

The contract would need to be ratified by rank-and-file pilots to take effect. Voting will run through July 15.
United CEO Scott Kirby called the deal an industry-leading contract that would help both the union and 

the airline.
United, based in Chicago, is the first major U.S. airline to reach an agreement with its pilots since nego-

tiations across the industry were put on hold because of the pandemic. Union groups at other big airlines 
have been watching the United contract talks closely as a potential guide in their own negotiations.

Federal law creates a long and difficult process before airline workers can legally go on strike, but pilots 
at the big airlines have picketed airports and other locations to pressure management into bigger pay 
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hikes. Pilots have complained that thinly staffed airlines are asking them to work too many flights, with 
more pilots reporting fatigue.

The United contract, which the union valued at $1.3 billion over two years, would be retroactive to the 
start of 2022 and give three pay raises totaling more than 14.5% through the end of next year. The union 
said it includes better overtime and premium pay, a new retirement plan, a new 8-week paid maternity 
leave benefit and improved scheduling provisions.

The deal is likely to raise concern on Wall Street about rising expenses. Airlines have already seen their 
costs per seat rise more sharply as travel has rebounded from the worst of the pandemic.

JPMorgan airline analyst Jamie Baker said the deal probably exceeds United’s previous expectations for 
rising costs. He said pilots at Alaska, American, Delta and Southwest will use the United tentative agreement 
in their negotiations, and that other work groups at United will seek similar increases to those of the pilots.

Stocks rally, driving Wall Street to a rare winning week
By STAN CHOE and ALEX VEIGA AP Business Writers
Stocks racked up more gains on Wall Street Friday, as the S&P 500 had its best day in two years and just 

its second winning week in the last 12 to provide a bit of relief from the market’s brutal sell-off this year.
The benchmark index rose 3.1%, with technology and banks leading the broad rally. The S&P 500 

notched a 6.4% gain for the week, erasing the brutal loss it took a week earlier, though it’s still close to 
20% below its record set early this year.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 2.7% and the tech-heavy Nasdaq ended 3.3% higher. Both 
indexes also posted a weekly gain that more than made up for their losses last week.

Stocks rallied this week as pressure from rising Treasury yields lets up somewhat and investors speculate 
the Federal Reserve may not have to be as aggressive about raising interest rates as earlier thought as 
it fights to control inflation.

The gains are a reprieve from Wall Street’s tumble through most of the year, caused by the Fed’s and 
other central banks’ slamming into reverse on the tremendous support fed into markets through the pan-
demic. In hopes of beating down punishingly high inflation, central banks have raised interest rates and 
made other moves that hurt prices for investments and threaten to slow the economy enough to cause 
a recession. More such moves are sure to come.

“It has been a good week,” said Randy Frederick, managing director of trading & derivatives at Charles 
Schwab. “It’s rare. At least in 2022, we’ve had only a couple of weeks where we ended up net positive. 
It looks pretty similar to what we saw right around the end of May, and that one of course fizzled out.”

The S&P 500 rose 116.01 points to 3,911.74. The Dow climbed 823.32 points to 31,500.68. The Nasdaq 
rose 375.43 points to 11,607.62.

Smaller company stocks also rallied. The Russell 2000 rose 54.06 points, or 3.2%, to 1,765.74.
Parts of the U.S. economy are still red-hot, particularly the jobs market, but some discouraging signals 

have emerged recently. A report on Friday confirmed sentiment among consumers sank to its lowest point 
since the University of Michigan began keeping records, hurt in particular by high inflation. Another lowlight 
this week suggested the U.S. manufacturing and services sectors aren’t as strong as economists thought.

Such weakening data raise worries about the strength of the economy. But they also can be good for 
financial markets, as paradoxical as that may seem.

They could mean less upward pressure on inflation, which would ultimately mean the Federal Reserve 
doesn’t have to raise rates so aggressively. And interest rates drive trading for everything from stocks to 
cryptocurrencies.

“We have seen a cooling off in a lot of areas, certainly. Gasoline purchases are down, housing prices 
appear to be cooling across the board,” Frederick said. “To me all of this speaks to the fact what the Fed 
is doing now appears to at least be having some impact. Now, whether or not it’s sufficient to bring infla-
tion down, I don’t think we know yet.”

One nugget in the consumer sentiment report could carry particular weight for markets. It showed 
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consumers’ expectations for inflation over the long run moderated to 3.1% from a mid-month reading of 
3.3%. That’s crucial for the Fed because expectations for higher inflation in the future can trigger buying 
activity that inflames inflation further in a self-fulfilling, vicious cycle.

Last week, the Fed hiked its key short-term rate by the biggest margin in decades and said another such 
increases could be coming, though they wouldn’t be common.

Over the last week, investors have been modestly ratcheting back their expectations for how high the 
Fed will hike interest rates into early next year.

That’s helped yields in the Treasury market recede. The yield on the two-year Treasury, which tends 
to move with expectations for the Fed’s actions, dropped back to 3.06% from more than 3.40% in the 
middle of last week.

The yield on the 10-year Treasury, which forms the bedrock for the world’s financial system, rose to 
3.13% on Friday from 3.07% late Thursday. But it also has moderated after hitting 3.48% last week.

It started the year just a bit above 1.50%.
A separate economic report on Friday showed sales of new homes unexpectedly accelerated last month. 

But the trend for housing has largely been lower because it’s at the leading edge of the Fed’s hikes.
More expensive mortgage rates are hurting the industry, and a separate report earlier this week showed 

sales of previously occupied homes slowed last month.
Rising mortgage rates pushed LendingTree, the online marketplace that helps people find mortgages and 

other loans, to warn Friday that it expects to report weaker revenue for the second quarter than earlier 
forecast. Its stock fell 7.9%.

The vast majority of Wall Street was heading the opposite direction. More than 95% of the stocks in 
the S&P 500 closed higher.

Travel-related stocks were among the biggest gainers Friday. Cruise operator Carnival rose 12.4% after 
it reported weaker results for its most recent quarter than analysts expected, but also said that booking 
trends are improving. Royal Caribbean jumped 15.8% for the biggest gain in the S&P 500. United Airlines 
rose 7.5%, while Wynn Resorts climbed 12.1%.

After abortion ruling, critics renew blasts at Sen. Collins
By DAVID SHARP and PATRICK WHITTLE Associated Press
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — Sen. Susan Collins was blasted Friday for the overturning of Roe v. Wade, 

as opponents targeted her votes to confirm two justices to the Supreme Court who were in the majority 
opinion allowing states to ban abortion.

Critics of the Maine senator haven’t forgotten the key role she played in confirming Justices Neil Gorsuch 
and Brett Kavanaugh, and she was ripped anew on social media.

Some opponents took to name-calling and attacked Collins for being naive or complicit. Others called 
for her resignation. University of Maine professor Amy Fried said Collins “helped make this happen,” and 
the Maine Democratic Party said part of the blame lies at Collins’ feet.

Collins was considered a crucial vote on Kavanaugh. She waited months before announcing her decision 
in a 45-minute floor speech. Shortly after her speech ended, Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin announced 
he, too, was voting for Kavanaugh.

The Senate vote was 50-48.
Mainers For Accountable Leadership, a liberal advocacy group, said Collins “must immediately apologize 

to these organizations who she dismissed and demeaned in her floor speech announcing her support of 
Kavanaugh.”

Rachel Irwin, who works for Building Back Together, which promotes President Joe Biden’s policy agenda, 
called Friday’s abortion news Collins’ “legacy.”

Collins, a Republican, has been a supporter of a woman’s right to an abortion. She has also crossed 
the aisle on key issues — including splitting with Republicans on former President Donald Trump’s ban 
on travel from several Muslim countries, the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, and on whether to convict 
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Trump after his impeachment following the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021.

The senator said in a statement Friday that she had received assurances from Kavanaugh and Gorsuch 
that Roe v. Wade was an established legal precedent.

“Throwing out a precedent overnight that the country has relied upon for half a century is not conserva-
tive,” she said. “It is a sudden and radical jolt to the country that will lead to political chaos, anger, and a 
further loss of confidence in our government.”

Collins’ statement came moments before Biden called the ruling “a tragic error.” She did not respond to 
a request for an interview Friday from The Associated Press.

The senator in her statement took aim at Gorsuch and Kavanaugh for their about-face from what they 
told her privately and said in their confirmation hearings.

“This decision is inconsistent with what Justices Gorsuch and Kavanaugh said in their testimony and 
their meetings with me, where they both were insistent on the importance of supporting long-standing 
precedents that the country has relied upon,” she said.

The vote to confirm Gorsuch wasn’t as narrow as for Kavanaugh, whose nomination was nearly derailed 
by accusations of sexual assault that he denied. Senators approved Gorsuch’s nomination with a 54-45 vote.

Collins voted against the nomination of Amy Coney Barrett, saying that it was too late in Trump’s presi-
dency and that his successor should’ve made a nomination to fill the vacancy.

Despite the vitriol against Collins and coat hangers mailed to her office, she easily won a fifth term in 
2020.

She said she supports a bipartisan bill to codify the right to an abortion. “Our goal with this legislation 
is to do what the court should have done — provide the consistency in our abortion laws that Americans 
have relied upon for 50 years,” she said.

A year on, Surfside remembers 98 victims of condo collapse
By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON and CURT ANDERSON The Associated Press
SURFSIDE, Fla. (AP) — A year ago in the middle of the night, a 12-story oceanfront condo building in 

Surfside, Florida, came down with a thunderous roar, leaving a giant pile of rubble and claiming 98 lives 
— one of the deadliest structure collapses in U.S. history.

The names of each victim were read aloud during a ceremony Friday to mark the somber anniversary, 
attended by political figures, first responders and family members of those who died at Champlain Tow-
ers South on June 24, 2021.

The ceremony came a day after a state judge approved one of the largest class action settlements of 
its kind: more than $1 billion to compensate victims’ families and survivors.

“Exactly 365 days ago, my house imploded, my home collapsed with everything and everyone inside 
but me. I am alive, and I have the chance to rediscover something that motivates me to smile again, to 
fight, to be a whole person,” said Raquel Oliveira, whose husband and 5-year-old son died in the collapse 
while she was visiting her mother.

“Let’s not give up on justice, love, gratitude, forgiveness. Let’s not give up life. We have not come this 
far just to come this far,” she added.

The disaster, the largest non-hurricane emergency response in Florida history, drew rescue crews from 
across the U.S. and as far away as Israel to help local teams search for victims. They were honored Friday 
for their difficult work.

Before the public ceremony organized by the town of Surfside, there was a private torch-lighting at the 
time — about 1:25 a.m. — when the 136-unit condominium building fell a year ago.

First Lady Jill Biden was among speakers at the public event that also included Gov. Ron DeSantis.
“We stand by you today and always,” Biden said during comments briefly interrupted by a standing ova-

tion when she mentioned the firefighters “who spent weeks working to recover your loved ones.”
“If there is something strong enough to help us carry this burden of grief forward, something to break 

its gravitational pull, it’s love,” Biden said.
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DeSantis, a Republican, recalled how he was awakened at 3 a.m. the day the building fell and increasingly 

realized the immense scope of the disaster as he traveled to Surfside. He thanked first responders and 
noted that the state budget he recently signed contains $1 million for a memorial to the 98 people lost.

“We are not going to forget what they meant to this community,” the governor said.
There was an effort by many victims and family members to install a memorial at the site where the 

building once stood, but the land is being sold for $120 million to a Dubai developer and a memorial will 
likely be created nearby.

Only two teenagers and a woman survived the collapse, while others escaped from the portion of the 
building that initially remained standing. Images of one survivor’s rescue traveled widely, offering a glim-
mer of hope right after the collapse, but the long, grueling search produced mostly devastating results as 
families waited only to learn about the remains of their lovedones.

Those lost in the collapse included two sisters, 4 and 11, who were so tiny that they were buried in the 
same casket.

Lyla Thurber, 12, attended the ceremony with her family, who wore white T-shirts with photos of the 
young sisters with their parents. She was close friends in school with the older sister, Lucia.

“She was happy, always smiling and playing,” she said. “I wanted to come here and talk to people so 
they could learn more about her.”

Luis Bermudez, who lost his 26-year-old son, also named Luis, wept often as he spoke in celebration of 
his son, who he said taught people, himself included, to live without fear and without limits.

“God needed a special angel to help him and you were chosen,” Bermudez said, and at the end held up 
large photographs of his son in each hand.

The cause of the collapse remains under investigation by the National Institute of Standards and Technol-
ogy, with the probe entering a new phase this month to cut and drill into concrete and steel. Champlain 
Towers South had a long history of maintenance problems, and shoddy construction techniques were used 
in the early 1980s. Other possible factors include sea level rise caused by climate change and damage 
caused by saltwater intrusion.

Pablo Langesfeld, the father of a 26-year-old lawyer who had married and moved to the building a few 
months before the collapse, said that for him closure will not come until that investigation is completed.

“This is a nightmare that never ends,” Langesfeld said.
Although the investigation is expected to take years, a judge has been given credit for finalizing the 

compensation settlement, in less than a year.
Miami-Dade Circuit Judge Michael Hanzman praised the dozens of lawyers involved, and a woman who 

lost her daughter called the judge and attorneys heroes in black robes and business suits.
Hanzman said the compensation deal was extraordinary in its scope and speed. Checks for victims could 

begin going out in September.
“This settlement is the best we can do. It’s a remarkable result,” he said.
Still, the wounds are still fresh for the hundreds of people who lost loved ones a year ago.
“Our family lost everything,” said Kevin Spiegel, whose wife Judy died while he was traveling on busi-

ness. “One year later, time has not healed my broken heart.”

Congress approves free student meal extension through summer
By LISA RATHKE Associated Press
Congress passed a bill Friday that aims to keep up the expanded, pandemic-era distribution of free meals 

for all students this summer.
Final passage of the Keep Kids Fed Act in the U.S. House came less than a week before rule changes 

for child nutrition programs were set to expire June 30.
“Our action today staves off a dangerous hunger cliff: ensuring universal free meals for all children 

throughout this summer, while helping schools keep up supply chain snags and rising costs for the upcom-
ing school year,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat, in a statement.
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The bill now goes to President Joe Biden for his signature.
The legislation is intended to extend the rules that were adopted soon after COVID-19 disrupted schools 

nationwide so that summer meal distribution sites could operate in any community with need, rather than 
just where there’s a high concentration of low-income children, and offer to-go meals.

Rules that have allowed all students to receive meals for free at school, regardless of family income level, 
are still set to expire before the next academic year.

A bipartisan agreement that had been reached this week in the Senate would have allowed children 
who are eligible for reduced price lunch to eat for free in the upcoming school year, but that provision 
was removed from the final agreement.

“I’m disappointed we had to make this change. But without this bill, we would have no support for kids 
at all,” said Democratic U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow, of Michigan, chair of the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Advocates said the action in Congress will provide relief for families, but they are disappointed that the 
reduced-price lunch kids won’t get meals for free while families are struggling with soaring food and gas 
prices. They also say there will be fewer meal sites this summer because of the late timing of the legislation.

“Everything’s going up, food, gas, housing. Those families that are in that category oftentimes make a 
little bit too much money so that they can’t get assistance from different programs, now school meals, 
but they don’t make enough that they can cover basic necessities, so we’re putting those families in an 
awful position,” said Lisa Davis, senior vice president of Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry campaign.

Biden vows abortion fight, assails ‘extreme’ court ruling
By CHRIS MEGERIAN, ZEKE MILLER and FATIMA HUSSEIN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden said Friday he would fight to preserve access to abortion 

after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, and he called on Americans to elect more Democrats 
who would safeguard rights upended by the court’s decision. “This is not over,” he declared.

“Let’s be very clear, the health and life of women across this nation are now at risk,” he said from the 
White House on what he called “a sad day for the court and the country.”

Biden added that “the court has done what it’s never done before — expressly taking away a constitu-
tional right that is so fundamental to so many Americans.”

Republicans and conservative leaders celebrated the culmination of a decades-long campaign to undo 
the nationwide legalization of abortion that began with Roe v. Wade in 1973.

“Millions of Americans have spent half a century praying, marching and working toward today’s historic 
victories for the rule of law and for innocent life,” said Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., an 
architect of efforts to tilt the Supreme Court to the right.

Although Biden has previously expressed conflicted feelings about abortion, he delivered a forceful de-
fense Friday. Noting that Republican-controlled states now had a clear path to ban abortion even in cases 
of incest or rape, he said “it just stuns me.”

Since the country will increasingly see a patchwork of policies — with some states restricting abortion 
and others providing it freely — Biden emphasized that the court decision does not prevent anyone from 
traveling to end a pregnancy.

“Women must remain free to travel safely to another state to seek the care they need,” he said. “And 
my administration will defend that bedrock right.”

Biden warned that other legal precedents ensuring same-sex marriage and access to birth control could 
also be at risk.

“This is an extreme and dangerous path this court is taking us on,” he said.
The overturning of Roe v. Wade was not unexpected — a draft of the decision leaked nearly two months 

ago — but it still reverberated throughout Washington in what has suddenly become a new era in the 
country’s battle over abortion.

The White House and the Justice Department said they would look for ways to blunt the impact of the 



Saturday, June 25, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 353 ~ 106 of 117

Groton Daily Independent
ruling, and Biden said his administration would try to ensure that abortion medication is available as widely 
as possible.

However, no executive actions were announced Friday, and Biden conceded that his options were limited. 
White House officials tried to rally allies in a virtual meeting after the president spoke.

“We need to stay united,” said Emmy Ruiz, the director of political strategy and outreach. “We know that 
the task ahead is incredibly daunting. But we’re prepared to meet the moment.”

Protesters converged on the Supreme Court, where a crowd of abortion-rights supporters quickly swelled 
to the hundreds. One chanted into a bullhorn, “legal abortion on demand” and “this decision must not 
stand.” Some shouted “the Supreme Court is illegitimate.”

“It’s a painful day for those of us who support women’s rights,” said Laura Free, an Ithaca, New York, 
resident and women’s rights historian who came to Washington to do research. When she learned of the 
decision, she said, “I had to come here.”

A competing faction demonstrated in favor of the ruling, holding signs saying “the future is anti-abortion” 
and “dismember Roe.”

Garrett Bess, with Heritage Action for America, a lobbying arm of the conservative Heritage Foundation, 
said his organization would be working in states to continue efforts to limit abortion.

“This has been a long time coming,” he said.
Biden and other Democrats hope to use outrage over the court decision to rally voters in November’s 

midterm elections. Although nationwide legislation ensuring access to abortion appears out of reach, more 
Democratic victories at the state level could limit Republican efforts to ban the practice.

“Congress must act, and with your vote, you can act,” Biden said. “You can have the final word.”
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., said the court’s ruling “is outrageous and heart-wrenching” and 

fulfills the Republican Party’s “dark and extreme goal of ripping away women’s right to make their own 
reproductive health decisions.”

In a statement, Attorney General Merrick Garland said the Justice Department “will work tirelessly to 
protect and advance reproductive freedom.” He said that in addition to protecting providers and those 
seeking abortions in states where it remains legal, “we stand ready to work with other arms of the federal 
government that seek to use their lawful authorities to protect and preserve access to reproductive care.”

He also noted that the Food and Drug Administration has approved the use of mifepristone, a drug used 
to end pregnancies.

“States may not ban mifepristone based on disagreement with the FDA’s expert judgment about its 
safety and efficacy,” Garland said.

Lawrence Gostin, who runs the O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health at Georgetown Law, said 
he was disappointed that the president did not announce more concrete steps.

“He was very ambiguous about what he planned to do,” he said. “There was no really decisive, strategic 
plan of action that the administration was going to take.”

Gostin said he’s discussed a variety of options with administration officials but believes they are “gun-
shy” given the potential for legal challenges that could lead to more roadblocks from a Supreme Court 
dominated by conservatives.

Some of Gostin’s suggestions included having Medicaid cover the cost of traveling across state lines to 
end pregnancies, as well as expanding access to abortion medication that can be delivered by mail.

The Rev. John Dorhauer, the general minister and president of the United Church of Christ, drove from 
Cleveland to Washington to attend one meeting earlier this month. Another virtual meeting was held this 
week, featuring Vice President Kamala Harris.

“It was rather impressive to see the commitment the White House and the vice president’s office has 
had to gather advocates from around the country,” Dorhauer said.

But even before the ruling, there were concerns that the administration was not ready.
Dr. Colleen McNicholas, chief medical officer of Planned Parenthood of the St. Louis Region and South-

west Missouri, said she expects “a true health crisis.”
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“I think that we should have been preparing for far longer than we have been,” McNicholas said. “Do I 

think that they recognize that this a problem? Yes. Do I think that they’re prepared in this moment? No.”

Jan. 6: Pressure, unsung heroes and Trump’s Watergate echoes
By LISA MASCARO and MARY CLARE JALONICK Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House Jan. 6 committee launched under deep political skepticism: What more 

could be said about the deadly insurrection at the Capitol in 2021 that played out for all the world to see?
Quite a lot, it turns out.
The public hearings this month are showing in vivid and clear detail just how close the United States 

came to a constitutional crisis when President Donald Trump refused to admit his election defeat. Trump 
tried to use the powers of the presidency to stop Democrat Joe Biden from being certified the winner. 
When that didn’t work, Trump summoned a mob to the Capitol.

Despite the unprecedented Capitol attack, the hearings carry echoes from U.S. history.
Like the Watergate hearings 50 years ago, the 1/6 committee has depicted a president “detached from 

reality,” as Trump’s attorney general, Bill Barr, testified. As happened during the anti-communist McCarthy 
era, the testimony has provoked counter-reaction — a sense of the civic decency coming from civil ser-
vants, including many fellow Republicans, who did their jobs, despite grave personal risk, to ensure that 
the 2020 election was legitimate.

The “backbone of democracy,” as the committee chairman, Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., put it.
What we know so far from the Jan. 6 public hearings and what’s coming next.
“OVER AND OVER AGAIN”
Almost everyone around Trump understood he was losing the Nov. 3, 2020, election.
From his campaign manager Bill Stepien, who encouraged Trump on election night to not yet claim 

victory, to Trump’s daughter, Ivanka Trump, who testified she knew it was too early to say he had won.
But Trump nevertheless latched onto false claims of voter fraud and declared himself the winner.
“Over and over again,” the defeated president was told there was no evidence of election fraud that 

could have tipped the outcome to him, said Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., opening the committee’s hearings.
Trump was told by his own campaign team that the numbers just weren’t there for him and by Barr, who 

told Trump flatly that the claims being made of a fraudulent election were simply “bull—-.”
Yet one influential figure had the president’s ear.
Lawyer Rudy Giuliani made his way to see Trump at the White House election night party and encour-

aged him to declare victory. Witnesses testified that Giuliani was inebriated and they tried to keep him 
away — all claims Giuliani has since said are untrue.

___
“LEGITIMIZE THE LIES”
Trump began a relentless campaign, in public and private, to try to stop Biden’s victory, according to 

the committee’s investigation.
Trump leaned on officials from the highest levels of government to find more votes or reject those elec-

tors already affirmed. He filed dozens of legal challenges in closely contested states, hoping to flip his 
defeat to victory.

When one judge after another, many of whom Trump had appointed, rejected or declined to take up 
the lawsuits, Trump used the power of his presidency to pressure officials to act.

“Find 11,780 votes,” Trump demanded of Brad Raffensperger, the Republican secretary of state in Geor-
gia, a state Trump narrowly lost.

Arizona’s Republican House speaker testified about a call from Trump in which the president made an 
unprecedented proposal to reject the slate of electors for Biden, who had won the state.

Trump’s own Department of Justice was hounded by a president calling at all hours during the Christmas 
holiday season for investigations into his far-flung theories of fraud, former officials testified.

“What I’m just asking you to do is to say it was corrupt and leave the rest to me and the Republican 
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Congressmen,” Trump said, the No. 2 Justice Department official at the time, Richard Donoghue, testified.

Said Thompson: “He wanted the Justice Department to help legitimize his lies.”
___
‘UNSUNG HEROES’
With the country enduring years of political divisions, the hearings are laying out another view — of the 

stewards of democracy who kept the election and its aftermath secure, despite great risk.
The witnesses, mostly Republicans, are providing gripping testimony of their work.
Raffensperger did not produce the 11,780 votes in Georgia Trump demanded.
Bowers declined to replace Arizona’s elector slate as Trump wanted.
Barr resigned rather than stick around for Trump’s ideas. The rest of the Justice Department leadership 

ranks threatened to leave if Trump followed through on his plan to elevate a department official, Jeffrey 
Clark, to acting attorney general and instruct the states to block the electors.

A mother-daughter pair of election workers delivered tearful testimony of the violent harassment and 
death threats they faced after Trump and Giuliani falsely smeared them as having committed voter fraud.

“Nowhere I feel safe,” said Ruby Freeman, a temporary election worker. “Do you know how it feels to 
have the president of the United States target you?”

Thompson called them the “unsung heroes” who did their jobs in the face of great.
___
WATERGATE, CIVIC DECENCY AND HISTORY’S ECHOES
Trump’s desperate actions in the run-up to the Jan. 6 siege at the Capitol are unprecedented in scope, 

but carry echoes of earlier eras.
The defeated Trump tried to muscle his Department of Justice for political ends, much the way President 

Richard Nixon fired his top ranks in the “Saturday Night Massacre” before his resignation.
At the same time, Trump’s false claims of voter fraud have provoked a counter-response from the ranks 

of the civil servants pushing back against what is seen as executive overreach.
“I said, ‘Look, you’re asking me to do something that is counter to my oath,’” Bowers testified.
Cheney has been compared to Margaret Chase Smith, the Republican senator from Maine who stood up on 

the chamber floor a half-century ago to warn her party off the political excesses of the McCarthy hearings.
___
TRUMP REGROUPS
Far from fully defeated, Trump has been reconsidering another White House run,
Trump has decried the Jan. 6 hearings as a “witch hunt” and has complained about House GOP leader 

Kevin McCarthy’s “bad decision” to withdraw most Republicans from the committee, leaving the former 
president without a fulsome defense.

The committee cannot bring charges against Trump, but the Justice Department is closely watching the 
proceedings. Federal authorities this week searched Clark’s home and seized records from key Republicans 
in at least four states linked to Trump’s efforts to overturn the 2020 election.

___
WHAT’S NEXT
The committee will resume its work after lawmakers return from a Fourth of July recess.
Hearings are expected to show how Trump’s “big lie” of election fraud led directly to deadly Capitol siege, 

the committee said.
When the suits and pressure campaigns failed, Trump summoned supporters to Washington on Jan. 6, 

when Congress was set to meet in a joint session to tally the Electoral College vote.
The committee has already shown how Vice President Mike Pence, who had been presiding over that 

session, was forced to flee to safety as the mob shouting “Hang Mike Pence” descended on the Capitol. 
Rioters came within 40 feet of where Pence was being sequestered.

Extremist groups, including the Oath Keepers and Proud Boys, are facing rare sedition charges for their 
roles in the Capitol siege.
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The committee is expected to wrap its work this summer and present a report of its findings in fall.

Aftershock in Afghanistan as quake toll rises to 1,150 dead
By EBRAHIM NOROOZI Associated Press
GAYAN, Afghanistan (AP) — Tents, food and medical supplies rolled into the mountainous region of 

eastern Afghanistan where thousands were left homeless or injured by this week’s powerful earthquake, 
which state media said killed 1,150 people. A new aftershock Friday took five more lives and deepened 
the misery.

Among the dead from Wednesday’s magnitude 6 quake are 121 children, but that figure is expected to 
climb, said Mohamed Ayoya, UNICEF’s representative in Afghanistan. He said close to 70 children were 
injured.

Overstretched aid agencies said the disaster underscored the need for the international community to 
rethink its financial cut-off of Afghanistan since Taliban insurgents seized the country 10 months ago. That 
policy, halting billions in development aid and freezing vital reserves, has helped push the economy into 
collapse and plunge Afghanistan deeper into humanitarian crises and near famine.

The quake struck a remote, deeply impoverished region of small towns and villages tucked among rough 
mountains near the Pakistani border, collapsing stone and mud-brick homes and in some cases killing 
entire families. Nearly 3,000 homes were destroyed or badly damaged in Paktika and Khost provinces, 
state media reported.

The effort to help the victims has been slowed both by geography and by Afghanistan’s decimated 
condition.

Rutted roads through the mountains, already slow to drive on, were made worse by quake damage and 
rain. The International Red Cross has five hospitals in the region, but damage to the roads made it difficult 
for those in the worse-hit areas to reach them, said Lucien Christen, ICRC spokesman in Afghanistan.

Some of the injured had to be taken to a hospital in Ghazni, more than 130 kilometers (80 miles) away 
that the ICRC has kept running by paying salaries to staff over the past months, he said. Many health 
facilities around the country have shut down, unable to pay personnel or obtain supplies.

“It shows if you don’t have functional health system, people cannot access basic services they need, 
especially in these sorts of times,” Christen said.

On Friday, Pakistan’s Meteorological Department reported a new, 4.2 magnitude quake. Afghanistan’s 
state-run Bakhtar News Agency said five people were killed and 11 injured in Gayan, a district of Paktika 
province that is one of the areas worst hit in Wednesday’s quake.

Bakhtar’s Taliban director Abdul Wahid Rayan said Friday the death toll from Wednesday had risen to 1,150 
people, with at least 1,600 people injured. The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs has put the death toll at 770 people. It’s not clear how death toll counts are being reached, given 
the access difficulties. Either toll would make the quake Afghanistan’s deadliest in two decades.

At Urgan, the main city in Paktika province, U.N. World Health Organization medical supplies were un-
loaded at the main hospital. In quake-hit villages, UNICEF delivered blankets, basic supplies and tarps for 
the homeless to use as tents. Aid groups said they feared cholera could break out after damage to water 
and hygiene systems.

In main villages of Gayan District, residents crowded around trucks delivering aid, an Associated Press 
team saw Friday. People who had spent the past two nights sleeping outdoors in the rain erected tents 
in the yards of their wrecked houses. For more than 24 hours after the quake, many had been on their 
own, digging through the rubble by hand in search of survivors.

Still, help was slow to filter across the area. In one tiny hamlet seen by the AP, all 20 houses were flat-
tened, and residents were still taking refuge in nearby forests.

Trucks of food and other necessities arrived from Pakistan, and planes full of humanitarian aid landed 
from Iran, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. But it was not clear how long it would take to reach dev-
astated villages. Other countries sending aid have taken pains to make clear it would not go through the 
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Taliban -- reflecting the widespread reluctance to deal with Afghanistan’s new rulers.

Aid groups said that while they are rushing to help the quake victims, keeping Afghanistan just above 
catastrophe through humanitarian programs is not sustainable. Some urged the world to end or find ways 
around the financial cutoff that has wrecked the economy.

“We are basically letting 25 million Afghan people to starve, to die, not to be able to earn their own 
living if we keep on with this financial blockade,” said Rossella Miccio, president of the aid organization 
Emergency that operates a network of healthcare facilities and surgical centers across Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s economy had been reliant on international donor support even before the Taliban takeover 
last August as the U.S. and its NATO allies were withdrawing their forces, ending a 20-year war.

World governments halted billions in development aid and froze billions more in Afghanistan’s currency 
reserves, refusing to recognize the Taliban government and demanding they allow a more inclusive rule 
and respect human rights. The former insurgents have resisted the pressure, imposing restrictions on the 
freedoms of women and girls that recall their first time in power in the late 1990s.

The cut-off yanked the props out from under the economy. Now nearly half the population of 38 million 
cannot meet their basic food needs because of poverty. Most civil servants, including doctors, nurses and 
teachers, have not been paid for months, and salaries remain sporadic.

Many aid groups have left the country. U.N. agencies and other remaining organizations have kept Af-
ghanistan away from the brink of starvation with a humanitarian program that has fed millions and kept 
the medical system alive.

But with international donors lagging, U.N. agencies face a $3 billion funding shortfall this year.
International sanctions on Afghan banks make it difficult to send funds into the country. Some aid groups 

have to physically carry in large bags of cash to pay local staff in an expensive process that incurs fees 
along the way for transport and security.

The International Rescue Agency’s vice president for Asia, Adnan Junaid, said the international community 
must set a roadmap to resume development help and release Afghanistan’s frozen reserves.

“Only a bold strategy that addresses the causes of this crisis will put an end to the spiral of misery being 
faced by its population,” Junaid said.

‘We’ve done our part’: End of Roe brings answer to prayer
By MATT SEDENSKY AP National Writer
TUPELO, Miss. (AP) — There is a prayer Tanya Britton has said in the hazy first moments of morning and 

in the stillness of the night. She’s said it on her knees before her church’s gold tabernacle and slumped in 
the embrace of her living room sofa. The words have morphed, sometimes touching her lips and others 
echoing only in her mind, but one way or another, they’ve repeated, decade after decade after decade.

“Whatever I do, let it be for the end of abortion,” 70-year-old Britton prays. “Let it be that one child be 
saved today. Let it be that Roe v. Wade be overturned.”

She hoisted signs outside of clinics, cajoled lawmakers at the statehouse and spread her anti-abortion 
gospel to anyone who’d listen, repeating her mantra so often she wondered if she’d live long enough to see 
it come true. Until Friday came and the U.S. Supreme Court ruled. And her prayer was finally answered.

“This was my mission,” she said through tears. “I’m one of millions of people in this country who have 
done a little bit. We’ve done our part. We’ve done what God called us to do.”

Around the country, many mourned the decision, seeing it as one that robs a basic human right, inor-
dinately affects poor people, and could lead to needless deaths of desperate women.

But on a day that belonged to the victors, people like Britton, vested in a half-century movement, rejoiced.
Britton got started in this work around 1990, praying the rosary outside a clinic in Jackson, Mississippi, 

and before long, it consumed whatever time was left over from working full-time as a nurse and raising 
her son.

She became the president of Pro-Life Mississippi, traveling the state to push anti-abortion laws and trying 
to win converts to her side. And week after week, she returned to the streets outside clinics.
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Sometimes she’d quote scripture or quietly pray. Others, she’d block entrances and make a spectacle. 

She’d go out in the bitter cold and in the blazing sun, and when she returned home, she’d be so tired, 
she’d collapse in her hammock.

By her count, she’s had seven arrests. She tried anything she thought might turn patients away, from 
wielding grotesque photos of aborted late-term remains to sweet-talking women to go for a coffee and a 
chance to change their mind.

“I’ve used every tactic that we have in our arsenal,” she says. “You prepare. You practice. You know, you 
discipline yourself. You do all these things before you hit the battlefield.”

Each time a clinic closed its doors, she was filled with ecstasy. When a bill was passed to tighten abortion 
laws, she rejoiced. A handful of times, someone would introduce her to a baby, saying “You saved her,” 
prompting a wide smile and a burst of thankfulness.

Her celebrations were brief. There was always more work to do.
And so often, she was disappointed. She’d spend hours outside to change no one’s mind, and watch as a 

law was overturned or a favored candidate emerged a loser. She found herself, at times, battling her own 
church, when a priest or bishop didn’t see eye to eye with her tactics. For so many years, predictions that 
Roe’s days were numbered never came true.

Sometimes she gave up when a woman couldn’t be swayed, saying she couldn’t afford a child or stomach 
the embarrassment or stand the hit to her education or career. For years, she returned not knowing if she 
was doing any good. But, always, she returned.

“You just do it,” she says. “You don’t count the cost, but you also don’t do it for the success.”
It’s no accident this became her life’s work. To her, women who have an abortion are murderers. She 

calls herself a murderer, too.
She was a college student, just 19, when she had an abortion in 1972. Roe hadn’t even been handed 

down, though she won’t say much about her own experience or if it was illegal. She is a lifelong Catholic 
and says she knew abortion was wrong but was overtaken by fear and selfishness.

The secret ate at her for years. She found solace in drugs and denial. She contemplated suicide before 
coming to terms with what she’d done, had a spiritual awakening, and devoted herself to this work.

She says she hasn’t been driven by an attempt to atone. She considers herself forgiven.
“I don’t wrestle with that demon anymore,” she says.
She left the state capital eight years ago and, with the move, her street activism waned. She’ll drive to 

a protest a couple times a month, but mostly she sees her work continuing in her constant prayers.
She starts them the moment she wakes and continues them till she returns to sleep. She says them as 

she washes her hands and wanders the supermarket. She says them arranging flowers and walking the 
dog. She goes to Mass every day, even when she’s nearly the only one in the pews, even when the roof 
is pelted with rain and trees are seen bowing behind panes of stained glass.

When a draft of the Supreme Court opinion first leaked in May, Britton studiously read it, then wept and 
was filled with joy, then spent weeks praying and worrying about whether it would be realized. On Friday, 
she rose early and prayed. She was making waffles and bacon for her grandsons when the news broke on 
TV. She immediately felt washed over with a paralyzing happiness.

Her throat tightened. Tears welled. She felt numb all over.
Texts began to stream in from those she protested and worked beside. Abortions will continue, she 

knows, and her work continues too. As it sank in that the moment she spent years praying for had arrived, 
her prayer was brief.

“Thank you, Jesus!” she said.

A new leader in the Philippines, and a family’s old wounds
By PHILIP MARCELO Associated Press
BOSTON (AP) — He was the uncle I never met. But in my family’s origin story, Emmanuel “Manny” Yap 

always loomed large.
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The life of great potential cut short. The cautionary tale. But also the reminder of doing what was right, 

no matter the cost.
A rising leader in the youth-led opposition to President Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines, Manny Yap 

joined his parents and siblings for lunch at his mother’s favorite Chinese restaurant in their hometown of 
Quezon City.

It was Valentine’s Day in 1976, a few years into martial law, the moment in the country’s history when 
Marcos Sr. suspended civil government and effectively ruled as a dictator. After the meal, the 23-year-old 
grad student went off to meet a friend.

Days later, an anonymous caller delivered the news his family had dreaded: Manny had been picked up 
by the military and detained.

My uncle was never seen again.
Now his story is flooding back: The son of the man my family has held responsible for his death all those 

decades ago is set to become president of the Philippines.
___
“We were on the good side, the honor side,” Janette Marcelo, my mother and Manny’s younger sister, 

says to me by phone recently. Her voice is trembling but resolute. “You need to know that.”
Even now, nearly a half century later, her memories are vivid when she recalls her parents’ anguish as 

the days after his disappearance rolled into weeks, months, years.
Her mother, desperately trying to pass messages along to the nuns and priests granted entry to the 

notorious prison camp where they believed he was being held. Her father, eying each arriving and depart-
ing bus, hoping he might catch a glimpse of his eldest son.

But Manny’s body was never recovered. His heartbroken parents were never able to properly lay him to 
rest. The only markers of their loss are the monuments scattered across Metro Manila where his name is 
etched along with the more than 2,300 killed or disappeared during Marcos’ two-decade reign.

My mother is emphatic as she recounts the story my siblings and I heard countless times growing up.
“You had an uncle who believed so much in something that he was willing to die for it, and it was a 

great loss,” she says. “Not just for us, but for the country and the world. He could have done so much. I 
truly believe that.”

Next week, Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. will be inaugurated following his landslide victory in May’s 
Philippine presidential election, completing a stunning return to power for the Marcos clan, which ruled 
the country for more than two decades until being ousted by the largely peaceful “People Power” uprising 
in 1986.

The moment has been a reckoning for my family, our painful past and the values we forged. But given 
everything else going on in the world, I’ve wondered how much it truly resonated among other Filipino 
Americans.

So I decided to ask.
____
In conversations with Filipinos across the country in recent weeks, I found outlooks ranging from my 

mom’s simmering fury to unbridled excitement about the future.
It’s not entirely surprising. In the U.S. — where more than 4 million Filipinos represent the third largest 

Asian group, after Chinese and Indians — Marcos Jr.’s victory was much narrower than in the Philippines.
He claimed nearly 47% of the more than 75,000 ballots cast by dual citizens and other Philippine nation-

als in the U.S., compared to 43% by his main opponent, outgoing Philippine Vice President Maria Leonor 
“Leni” Robredo, according to election results.

One of the first people I spoke with was Rochelle Solanoy, a 53-year-old state worker in Juneau, Alaska. 
She voted for Marcos Jr., because she believes he can bring a return to the “golden years” when the 
country was a rising force in Asia and its charismatic first family was the envy of rivals.

Solanoy, who left the Philippines in 1981, said she marched as a youth against the Marcos dictatorship 
but now feels like she was lied to.
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“When the revolution ousted Marcos, that’s when things went downhill. That’s when the corruption hap-

pened,” she said by phone. “Now, I’m learning these things that I didn’t know when I was younger. Our 
minds had been poisoned the whole time.”

In California, Susan Tagle, 62, of Sacramento, said the election made her question everything she went 
through as a young university activist, when she was imprisoned for months by the Marcos regime.

Marcos Sr. died in exile in Hawaii in 1989. His widow, Imelda, whose vast shoe collection became the 
symbol of the family’s excess during the dictatorship, has served for years in the Philippine Congress while 
her children have served as governors and senators.

“We basked in the idea of ousting a dictator,” said Tagle, who voted for Robredo. “Then we went about 
our lives. We went back to school, started families, built careers and thought the worst was over.”

Constantino “Coco” Alinsug, who earlier this year became the first Filipino American elected city councilor 
in New England, says he’s willing to give Marcos Jr. a chance, even if he has strong reservations.

The 50-year-old Lynn, Massachusetts resident, who came to the U.S. in his 20s, marched against the 
Marcos dictatorship as a youth. But he’s also an ardent supporter of outgoing President Rodrigo Duterte, 
whose bloody crackdown on illegal drugs has sparked its own international human rights concerns. Duterte’s 
daughter, Sara, will serve as Marcos Jr.’s vice president.

“I want to give this guy a chance, but I honestly have no idea what he’s about,” said Alinsug, who wasn’t 
able to vote because he isn’t a dual citizen. “He didn’t debate. He didn’t campaign. He just let his machine 
and money do the work.”

Brendan Flores, chairman and president of the National Federation of Filipino American Associations, 
was similarly guarded.

“I’m well aware of what the history books say. There’s lots of baggage, no doubt,” said the 37-year-old 
Sarasota, Florida resident. “The key difference this time is that the world is watching. We’re not going to 
sit idly by if things go wrong.”

___
I wish I could say my mom is as hopeful.
For her, there’s new urgency in the lessons she has tried to impart for all these years. As she sees it, 

the past has been rewritten to cast the villains of her childhood as today’s saviors.
After the elder Marcos was deposed, my grandfather, Pedro Yap, joined the Philippine government com-

mission tasked with recouping the ill-gotten assets of the former first family.
He worked to freeze Swiss bank accounts and seize properties in Los Angeles, New York City and else-

where in order to repatriate wealth back to his impoverished nation. The family, still reeling from the loss 
of our uncle and fearing Marcos retribution, begged him to quit.

Grandpa, who also served on the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, eventually did — when he was 
appointed to the nation’s Supreme Court and briefly served as chief justice until retirement.

I ask my mom: Does seeing the Marcos family back in power mean grandpa’s work and Uncle Manny’s 
death were in vain? She doesn’t hesitate.

“All I can say is there were good people who tried and there still are good people who will continue to 
try,” she says. “But it’s futile. It’s never going to change.”

Ukrainians cheer nation’s EU candidacy amid wartime woes
By FRANCESCA EBEL and JOHN LEICESTER Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The European Union’s decision to make Ukraine a candidate for EU membership 

offered war-weary Ukrainians a morale boost and hope of a more secure future Friday as the country’s 
military ordered its fighters to retreat from a key city in the eastern Donbas region.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy hailed the decision of EU leaders as vindication of his nation’s 
four-month fight against Russia’s aggression and said he was determined to ensure Ukraine retained the 
ability to decide if it belonged in Europe or under Moscow’s influence.

“This war began just when Ukraine declared its right to freedom. To its choice of its future. We saw it 
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in the European Union,” Zelenskyy told the nation in a televised address late Thursday. “That is why this 
decision of the EU is so important, motivates us and shows all this is needed not only by us.”

Others recalled the 2014 revolution that ousted Ukraine’s pro-Moscow president, sparked in part by his 
decision not to complete an association agreement with the EU. Russian President Vladimir Putin opposed 
that agreement, just as he demanded before he sent troops into Ukraine on Feb. 24 that NATO never 
accept Ukraine as an alliance member.

Arseniy Yatsenyuk, an opposition leader who became prime minister after the revolution, expressed joy 
at the country’s candidate status but also “bitterness” over the “terrible price that Ukraine pays for the 
desire to be a free, independent European state.”

“Thank you to our soldiers - they won this decision,” Yatsenyuk tweeted. “Ukraine is a great country that 
will inevitably become a member of the EU and, just as inevitably, a member of NATO.”

Ukraine applied for membership less than a week after Russia invaded the country and must undergo 
a complicated process of many months to be eligible to join the 27-nation bloc.

The EU also granted candidate status to the small nation of Moldova, another former Soviet republic 
that borders Ukraine and also has territory controlled by pro-Russia separatists.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said the European Union - and its potential expansion - do not 
pose a “threat or risk” to Russia because the bloc is not a military alliance like NATO. But he said the 
Kremlin thinks the EU’s stance and outlook have become more anti-Russian.

“We are well aware that the EU evolved over the past few years, getting an aggressive ideological back-
ground, first of all a Russophobic background,” Lavrov said.

In Pokrovsk, a small town close to the four-month-old war’s frontline in eastern Ukraine, few residents 
wanted to discuss the EU candidacy as they hurried to collect their daily aid handouts. Some of those 
who shared their thoughts said the decision would send a strong message to the Russians trying to seize 
cities and villages a few miles away.

“The next stop is NATO. There is no way back now. I was born during the USSR, but there is no return 
(to that),” Pokrovsk resident Valerii Terentyev said. “Ukraine wanted a different thing, and in my opinion 
it is the right thing.”

The chairman of Ukraine’s parliament said that a path toward EU membership would remind the country’s 
soldiers that their fight, which has won international admiration, is worth the hardship.

“This is a powerful political message. It will be heard by soldiers in the trenches, every family that was 
forced to flee the war abroad, everyone who helps bring our victory closer. But it will also be heard in the 
bunker,” Ruslan Stefanchuk said.

Encouragement aside, the reality remains that the European Union sometimes is long on words of solidar-
ity and support but short on the kind of concerted action that might deter outside threats, even though 
a treaty obligates EU countries to assist a fellow member facing armed aggression.

To gain EU membership, countries must meet a detailed host of economic and political conditions, 
including a commitment to the rule of law and other democratic principles. The EU’s executive arm has 
indicated that Ukraine also will have to curb entrenched corruption and adopt other government reforms.

Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo said the EU’s embrace of Ukraine was “an important symbolic 
signal, but it’s the beginning of the beginning.”

Some Ukrainians understood that their country still has much to do in order to meet the tough member-
ship criteria.

“We still need to grow,” said Yevhen Zaitsev, another Pokrovsk resident. “There is much corruption. 
There are a lot of lies.”

While the EU fast-tracked its consideration of Ukraine’s application for membership, the ongoing war 
could complicate the country’s ability to fulfill the entry criteria. Russian forces in recent weeks have slowly 
advanced in their offensive to capture the Donbas region, where pro-Russia separatists have controlled 
much of the territory for eight years.

Ukrainian forces were ordered to retreat from the besieged city of Sievierodonetsk, one of the last 
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Ukrainian-held areas of Luhansk province, to avoid being completely surrounded.

The city has faced relentless Russian bombardment while Ukrainian troops fought the Russians in house-
to-house battles before retreating to a huge chemical factory on the city’s edge.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said the retreat order was given to prevent encirclement by Russian forces 
that made gains around Sievierodonetsk and the neighboring city of Lysychansk in recent days.

Summer swelter: Persistent heat wave breaks records, spirits
By SETH BORENSTEIN AP Science Writer
From the normally chilly Russian Arctic to the traditionally sweltering American South, big swaths of the 

Northern Hemisphere continued to sizzle with extreme heat as the start of summer more resembled the 
dog days of August with parts of China and Japan setting all-time heat records Friday.

In the United States a heat dome of triple digit temperatures in many places combined with high humidity 
oscillated from west to east. On Thursday, at least 15 states hit 100 degrees (37.8 degrees Celsius) and 
at least 21 high temperature marks were set or broken, according to the National Weather Service, which 
held 30 million Americans under some kind of heat advisory.

The extreme discomfort of Thursday came after 12 states broke the 100-degree mark on Wednesday 
and 21 records were tied or broken. Since June 15, at least 113 automated weather stations have tied or 
broken hot-temperature records. Scientists say this early baking has all the hallmarks of climate change.

In China’s northern Henan province Friday, Xuchang hit 107.8 degrees (42.1 degrees Celsius) and Deng-
feng hit 106.9 degrees (41.6 degrees Celsius) for their hottest days on record, according to global extreme 
weather tracker Maximiliano Herrera. And in Japan Friday, Tokamachi and Tsunan set all-time heat records 
while several cities broke monthly marks, he said

“It’s easy to look at these figures and forget the immense misery they represent. People who can’t 
afford air conditioning and people who work outdoors have only one option, to suffer,” said Texas A&M 
climate scientist Andrew Dessler, who was in College Station, where the temperature tied a record at 102 
degrees (38.9 degrees Celsius) Thursday. “Those of us with air conditioning may not physically suffer, but 
we are prisoners of the indoors.”

After three deaths, Chicago has changed its cooling rules.
In Macon, Georgia, the temperature swept from 64 degrees (17.8 degrees Celsius) to 105 (40.6 degrees 

Celsius) in just nine hours Wednesday. Then on Thursday the temperature peaked at 104 (40 degrees 
Celsius), a record for the day. Even Minneapolis hit 100 on Monday.

Probably only the Pacific Northwest and Northeast have been spared the heat wave, said National Weather 
Service meteorologist Marc Chenard at the Weather Prediction Center. On Thursday, Texas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arizona, South Carolina, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, South Dakota, 
Colorado, Nevada and California all hit at least 100. Houston, Dallas, Austin, New Orleans and Orlando all 
tied high record marks on Thursday.

“It’s persistent,” Chenard said. “It’s been over a week and it’s going to continue in some aspects.”
It’s not just the U.S.
The Russian city of Norilsk, above the Arctic circle, hit 89.6 degrees (32 degrees Celsius) Thursday for 

its hottest June day on record and tied for its hottest day in any month on record, according to Herrera. 
Saragt in Turkmenistan rose to 114.6 degrees (45.9 degrees Celsius) but Herrera said in the next days it 
can get even worse.

Herrera said tracking heat records is so overwhelming that he doesn’t have time to eat or sleep.
A European heat wave has also caused problems with fires in Germany and Spain.
Northern Illinois University meteorology professor Victor Gensini said what’s happening with this early 

heat wave is “very consistent with what we’d expect in a continually warming world.”
“These temperatures are occurring with only 2 degrees Fahrenheit (1.1 degrees Celsius) of global warm-

ing and we are on track for 4 degrees Fahrenheit (2.2 degrees Celsius) more warming over this century,” 
Dessler said. “I literally cannot imagine how bad that will be.”
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In Raleigh, North Carolina, it hit 100 on Wednesday and usually the city only gets one 100-degree day 

a year, but it comes much later than this, said state climatologist Kathie Dello.
“In the southeastern U.S. many lack access to sufficient or stable cooling or cannot afford to use their 

home cooling systems. Heat morbidity and mortality is among our greatest public health risks in a chang-
ing climate.”

There may be some cooling by the weekend or Monday in some places, including the north central part 
of the country, Chenard said. But above normal temperatures are forecast for “at least into the first part 
of July” and he added it’s likely the entire summer will be hotter than normal.

UN chief warns of ‘catastrophe’ from global food shortage
BERLIN (AP) — The head of the United Nations warned Friday that the world faces “catastrophe” because 

of the growing shortage of food around the globe.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the war in Ukraine has added to the disruptions caused 

by climate change, the coronavirus pandemic and inequality to produce an “unprecedented global hunger 
crisis” already affecting hundreds of millions of people.

“There is a real risk that multiple famines will be declared in 2022,” he said in a video message to of-
ficials from dozens of rich and developing countries gathered in Berlin. “And 2023 could be even worse.”

Guterres noted that harvests across Asia, Africa and the Americas will take a hit as farmers around the 
world struggle to cope with rising fertilizer and energy prices.

“This year’s food access issues could become next year’s global food shortage,” he said. “No country 
will be immune to the social and economic repercussions of such a catastrophe.”

Guterres said U.N. negotiators were working on a deal that would enable Ukraine to export food, includ-
ing via the Black Sea, and let Russia bring food and fertilizer to world markets without restrictions.

He also called for debt relief for poor countries to help keep their economies afloat and for the private 
sector to help stabilize global food markets.

The Berlin meeting’s host, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, said Moscow’s claim that Western 
sanctions imposed over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine were to blame for food shortages was “completely 
untenable.”

Russia exported as much wheat in May and June this year as in the same months of 2021, Baerbock said.
She echoed Guterres’ comments that several factors underlie the growing hunger crisis around the world.
“But it was Russia’s war of attack against Ukraine that turned a wave into a tsunami,” Baerbock said.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken insisted that Russia has no excuse for holding back vital goods 

from world markets.
“The sanctions that we’ve imposed on Russia collectively and with many other countries exempt food, 

exempt food products, exempt fertilizers, exempt insurers, exempt shippers,” he said.

Today in History: June 25, Anne Frank’s diary published
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Saturday, June 25, the 176th day of 2022. There are 189 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 25, 1876, Lt. Col. Colonel George A. Custer and his 7th Cavalry were wiped out by Sioux and 

Cheyenne Indians in the Battle of the Little Bighorn in Montana.
On this date:
In 1938, the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 was enacted.
In 1942, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower was designated Commanding General of the European Theater of 

Operations during World War II. Some 1,000 British Royal Air Force bombers raided Bremen, Germany.
In 1947, “The Diary of a Young Girl,” the personal journal of Anne Frank, a German-born Jewish girl hid-
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ing with her family from the Nazis in Amsterdam during World War II, was first published.

In 1950, war broke out in Korea as forces from the communist North invaded the South.
In 1962, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that recitation of a state-sponsored prayer in New York State 

public schools was unconstitutional.
In 1973, former White House Counsel John W. Dean began testifying before the Senate Watergate Com-

mittee, implicating top administration officials, including President Richard Nixon as well as himself, in the 
Watergate scandal and cover-up.

In 1990, the U.S. Supreme Court, in its first “right-to-die” decision, ruled that family members could be 
barred from ending the lives of persistently comatose relatives who had not made their wishes known 
conclusively.

In 1993, Kim Campbell was sworn in as Canada’s 19th prime minister, the first woman to hold the post.
In 1996, a truck bomb killed 19 Americans and injured hundreds at a U.S. military housing complex in 

Saudi Arabia.
In 2009, death claimed Michael Jackson, the “King of Pop,” in Los Angeles at age 50 and actor Farrah 

Fawcett in Santa Monica, California, at age 62.
In 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld nationwide tax subsidies under President Barack Obama’s health 

care overhaul in a 6-3 ruling that preserved health insurance for millions of Americans.
In 2016, Pope Francis visited Armenia, where he recognized the Ottoman-era slaughter of Armenians as 

a genocide, prompting a harsh rebuttal from Turkey.
Ten years ago: A divided U.S. Supreme Court threw out major parts of Arizona’s tough crackdown on 

people living in the U.S. without legal permission, while unanimously upholding the law’s most-discussed 
provision: requiring police to check the immigration status of those they stop for other reasons, but limit-
ing the legal consequences.

Five years ago: In eastern Pakistan, an overturned oil tanker burst into flames, killing at least 150 people 
who had rushed to the scene to gather leaking fuel.

One year ago: Former Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin was sentenced to 22 1/2 years in prison 
for the murder of George Floyd, whose dying gasps under Chauvin’s knee led to the biggest outcry against 
racial injustice in the U.S. in generations. Searchers used big machines and their hands to comb through a 
twisted, shifting heap of concrete and metal, a day after an oceanside condominium building near Miami 
collapsed into a smoldering pile of rubble, killing 98 people. The Justice Department sued Georgia over 
the state’s new election law, saying it was intended to deny Black voters equal access to the ballot. (The 
lawsuit is pending.)

Today’s Birthdays: Actor June Lockhart is 97. Civil rights activist James Meredith is 89. R&B singer Eddie 
Floyd is 85. Actor Barbara Montgomery is 83. Actor Mary Beth Peil (peel) is 82. Basketball Hall of Famer 
Willis Reed is 80. Singer Carly Simon is 77. Actor-comedian Jimmie Walker is 75. Actor-director Michael 
Lembeck is 74. Rock singer Tim Finn is 70. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor is 68. Rock musician 
David Paich (Toto) is 68. Actor Michael Sabatino is 67. Actor-writer-director Ricky Gervais (jer-VAYZ’) is 61. 
Actor John Benjamin Hickey is 59. Actor Erica Gimpel is 58. Basketball Hall of Famer Dikembe Mutombo 
(dih-KEHM’-bay moo-TAHM’-boh) is 56. Rapper-producer Richie Rich is 55. Actor Angela Kinsey is 51. Rock 
musician Mike Kroeger (KROO’-gur) (Nickelback) is 50. Rock musician Mario Calire is 48. Actor Linda Cardel-
lini is 47. Actor Busy Philipps is 43. Jazz musician Joey Alexander is 19.


