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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Groton Daily Independent
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460

June 21 - FIRST DAY OF SUMMER!
Elementary Library Open 9-11 (Reading time 10 

a.m.)
Senior Menu: Hot Turkey combination, mashed po-

tatoes with gravy, 7-layer salad, apple sauce, cookie.
5:30 p.m.: U12 vs. Jacobson in Aberdeen, north 

complex, DH
5:30 p.m.: U10 hosts Flash, DH (R/B)
6 p.m.: U12 SB hosts Warner, DH
Groton Locke Electric’s Friday game vs the Aber-

deen Circus has been moved to tonight (Tuesday) 
at 7:00 in Groton.

June 22
Senior Menu: Ham, sweet potatoes, peas, acini 

depepi fruit salad, whole wheat bread
5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners at Britton, DH
10 a.m.: Little Free Library reading time (south 

Methodist Church)
5:30 p.m.: U10 hosts Hannigan, DH (R/W)
5:30 p.m.: U8 hosts Hannigan, DH (B/W)

June 23
Senior Menu: Honey glazed chicken, parsley but-

tered potatoes, mixed vegetables, ambrosia salad, 
whole wheat bread.

10 a.m.: Reading Time at Wage Memorial Library
5:00 p.m.: Legion hosts Lake Norden, 1 game
7 p.m.: Jr. Legion hosts Lake Norden, 1 game

5:30 p.m.: Jr. Teeners at Warner, DH
7:30 p.m.: U12 at Doland, 1 game
6:30 p.m.: U10 at Doland, 1 game (R/W)
5:30 p.m.: U8 at Doland, 1 game (R/B)
6 p.m.: U8 SB hosts Claremont, 1 game
7 p.m.: U10 SB hosts Claremont, 1 game

June 24
Senior Menu: BBQ beef sandwich, potato salad, 

carrots and peas, seasonal fresh fruit.
6 p.m.: U8 SB hosts Clark, DH
6 p.m.: T-Ball Scrimmage

June 25
SEAS Confession: 3:45-4:15 p.m., SEAS Mass: 

4:30 p.m.
U10 Tourney in Groton

June 26
Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m., SEAS 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 10:30-10:45 
a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

1- Upcoming Events
2- Groton Legion Post #39 Holds Off Warner 

W.I.N. Varsity as 5-Run Deficit Is Nearly Erased
3- Has your community made negativity a habit?
4- The long road to state’s first impeachment
5- That’s Life/Tony Bender
6- Weather Pages
10- Daily Devotional
11- 2022 Community Events
12- Subscription Form
13- News from the Associated Press
65- City Council Agenda
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Groton Legion Post #39 Holds Off Warner W.I.N. Varsity as 5-Run 

Deficit Is Nearly Erased

Groton Legion Post #39 got out to a five-run lead in the third inning and held on for a 6-5 victory over 
Warner W.I.N. Varsity on Monday.  Warner W.I.N. Varsity managed five runs in the failed comeback. Aiden 
Hoffman, Gage Ratigan,  Cade Trenhaile, Trekk Hannahs, and Kade Stahl all picked up RBIs in the rally.

Groton Legion Post #39 earned the victory despite allowing Warner W.I.N. Varsity to score three runs 
in the sixth inning.  Trenhaile, Hannahs, and Stahl powered the big inning with RBIs.

Groton Legion Post #39 got things started in the first inning when Bradin Althoff singled on a 0-1 count, 
scoring one run.

Jackson Cogley got the win for Groton Legion Post #39. The righthander allowed nine hits and five runs 
over seven innings, striking out seven.

Ashton Remily took the loss for Warner W.I.N. Varsity. The southpaw lasted six innings, allowing nine 
hits and six runs while striking out nine.

Groton Legion Post #39 tallied ten hits on the day.  Cogley and Althoff all managed multiple hits for 
Groton Legion Post #39.  Cogley led Groton Legion Post #39 with three hits in three at bats.  Groton 
Legion Post #39 stole ten bases during the game as three players stole more than one. Pierce Kettering 
led the way with four.

Warner W.I.N. Varsity racked up nine hits in the game.  Sam Nilsson, Hunter Schipke, and Quinton 
Fischbach all managed multiple hits for Warner W.I.N. Varsity.  Nilsson went 3-for-4 at the plate to lead 
Warner W.I.N. Varsity in hits.
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Guest Column by The Community Coach

Paula Jensen, Vice President of Program Development of Dakota Resources
Has your community made negativity a habit?

Living in a small town, we are often inclined to see change in our community as a threat to ourselves 
and our way of life. When we feel threatened by change uncertainty rears its ugly head and our negativity 
often takes over. We say things like – “What’s wrong with the way we’ve always done it.” or “Why do we 
need something new, the old one’s just fine?” or “We can’t afford that.” or “That will never work, we’ve 
tried it before.” And, sometimes we just outright disguise our negativity as facts, experience, or helpful 
guidance.

Every day as a community coach I work with rural changemakers to develop their thriving small towns. 
These passionate people explore what’s possible and create local vision. They work diligently to engage 
more people in the process and listen with curiosity to make ideas stronger. They seek outside resources 
and partnerships to fund projects. But along the way, these rural changemakers always encounter one 
common denominator – negativity.

One rural changemaker stated this: “When the negative voices in our community start to make noise 
it pulls us away from our purpose and each other… pretty soon people start believing what’s the loudest 
rather than searching for what’s possible.”

So, the overarching question is, how might a community change its negativity habit? James Clear, author 
of Atomic Habits writes, “The root of behavior change and building better habits is your identity. Each 
action you perform is driven by the fundamental belief that it is possible. So, if you change your identity 
(what you believe you are), then it is easier to change your actions.”

If you agree with James Clear that building better habits starts with changing your identity, then the 
answer to the question above is to create a new community identity. What if you became known as a 
thriving community of rural changemakers? It can start with one. One rural changemaker – YOU – can 
master your own mindset and manage the negativity habit that exists around you. Then ask other rural 
changemakers to join you on this quest for a thriving community.

As you gather your crowd of rural changemakers and engage with others who are stuck in the negativity 
habit take these conscious actions to constructively engage

Show confidence in your skills, abilities, and new identity as a rural changemaker.
Listen to others intently and with curiosity to shift from problem mode to solution mode.
Say, “I don’t have the answer right now.” Diffuse negativity by tactfully supplying a well-thought-out 

response later.
Redirect conversations by talking about what’s possible.
Ask for solutions that could resolve problems from the past.
Turn complaints into opportunities by brainstorming ideas.
Focus on what is within your control, not things you cannot control.
Test innovative ideas by implementing short 30-day action plans.
Celebrate your successes to create a community buzz.
Become stronger together by recognizing all the good things going on in the community and share those 

stories publicly.
Cutting out every bit of negativity is unrealistic, but we can learn to live responsively instead of reactively, 

being positive when others are negative. If we simply ensure our attitude as a rural changemaker aligns 
with our community’s vision, together we can and will thrive into the next generation.

The Community Coach. Having a passion for community leadership and development is what drives 
Paula Jensen’s personal and professional life. Paula lives in her hometown of Langford, South Dakota, 
population 318+. She serves as a Strategic Doing practitioner, grant writer and community coach with 
Dakota Resources based in Renner, South Dakota. Dakota Resources is a mission-driven 501c3 Community 
Development Financial Institution working to connect capital and capacity to empower rural communities. 
Contact her at paula@dakotaresources.org.
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The long road to state’s first impeachment

By Dana Hess
For the S.D. Newspaper Association

PIERRE — It has been roughly 21 months since a vehicle driven by South Dakota Attorney General Jason 
Ravnsborg struck and killed pedestrian Joe Boever of Highmore. What follows is an overview of the events 
that followed, taken from various news sources.

 The long road to its first impeachment of a statewide elected official started on U.S. Highway 14. It 
began on the evening of Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020, when Ravnsborg, driving his personal vehicle to Pierre 
from a political event in Redfield, struck and killed Boever as he walked along the north shoulder of the 
road, facing traffic.

 Ravnsborg called 911, explaining that he did not know what he hit. A search of the scene, in the dark, 
did not reveal what the vehicle hit. Ravnsborg drove the Hyde County sheriff’s personal vehicle home, 
returning to the accident scene the next day to find Boever’s body.

 Ravnsborg originally was charged with three misdemeanors. One charge – careless driving -- was dropped 
in exchange for no-contest pleas on two charges: an illegal lane change for driving on the shoulder of the 
highway and illegal use of an electronic device while operating a vehicle. Ravnsborg was fined $500 for 
each offense. He never appeared in court.

 Aside from the judicial outcome, Gov. Kristi Noem, who, like Ravnsborg is a Republican, has been ada-
mant that Ravnsborg should resign. On Feb. 23, 2021, Noem offered a formal statement calling for the 
attorney general’s resignation. The next day, Rep. Will Mortenson, R-Pierre, introduced a resolution in the 
Legislature seeking Ravnsborg’s impeachment.

 During a special session in November, the House voted 58-10 to create a select committee on investiga-
tions to decide if Ravnsborg’s conduct in Boever’s death involved impeachable offenses. The committee 
eventually voted 6-2 to issue a majority report saying that the attorney general’s actions didn’t warrant 
impeachment. The Republican majority on the committee reasoned that Ravnsborg’s accident didn’t take 
place during the performance of his duties as attorney general and, consequently, didn’t rise to the level 
of impeachment. A minority report by the committee’s two Democrats called for impeachment.

 Despite the results of the majority report, on April 12, the House voted to issue two articles of im-
peachment. To move on to the next phase, the vote on the articles of impeachment needed a two-thirds 
majority and it got just that with a 36-31 vote.

 One count calls for Ravnsborg’s impeachment because of the crimes related to Boever’s death. The 
second count says Ravnsborg misrepresented what happened in the 911 call and during the investigation 
of the accident. That count also asserts that the attorney general used the resources of his office for his 
personal benefit during the investigation.

 In accordance with the state constitution, once the House voted to impeach Ravnsborg, he was sus-
pended from his duties as attorney general.

 The Senate trial on June 21 and 22 will determine Ravnsborg’s fate. The attorney general will be rep-
resented by attorney Michael Butler of Sioux Falls. The prosecutors for the impeachment trial will be Pen-
nington County State’s Attorney Mark Vargo and Clay County State’s Attorney Alexis Tracy.

 The state’s constitution requires that a two-thirds majority of senators—24 of 35—must vote to uphold 
the articles of impeachment. A two-thirds majority vote upholding one or both counts would lead to an-
other vote on whether Ravnsborg should be permanently barred from holding elective office. That vote 
also requires a two-thirds majority.
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That’s Life/Tony Bender

Another Fathers Day

We spent Father’s Day sweltering in the house—86 degrees at it’s peak. The part for the air conditioner 
should be here this week. The kids were about dying. They retreated to the basement or my man cave 
where a separate AC unit was still going.

But, I’m getting to that old man stage, combined with dropping a few pounds of insulation, where I don’t 
mind it as much. Ceiling fans suffice. Remember walking into Grandma’s house, opening the door, and it 
felt like a blast furnace? Apparently, that’s my happy place these days, although I did concede at bedtime, 
and Dylan was kind enough to retrieve a window air-conditioner from the garage for my bedroom.

My kids are adults now, but it still freaked me out when they checked out the re-opening of the Duck 
Inn in Venturia last week—“Duck Inn and Waddle Out”—and actually ordered drinks. Just like real Benders. 
India and Dylan are splitting time between Ashley and Bismarck. She’s interning at a law office. Dylan’s 
working at the newspaper and helping me catch up with things that slud around the house since my hip 
surgery. (I’m making great progress.)

We’ve been trying desperately to catch up with five acres of lawn and brome grass that’s three feet high 
and gone to seed. We traveled in May, then the rain didn’t accommodate our schedules, then 45-minutes 
into the first mowing, I mowed my rock garden. While my Cub Cadet is being welded—again—I bought a 
used 42” cut Craftsman that has been since tortured. It takes two or three passes and a lot of moaning 
to cut the grass low enough to where I can see more than the heads of the giraffes.

It’s going to be an expensive year with gas prices and operator error. I forgot to disengage the mower 
on the gravel and put a rock through the rear window of a friend’s SUV. I will be accepting donations for 
our welding bill.

My plan is to stake out the ditch and wait for whoever’s cutting it this year and throw myself in front of 
the mower and beg them to cut the back 40. But the deer, birds and bees are happy as can be for now. 
Still, everything seems fine with the kids in the house, eating the last cookie every damn time, something 
I’ll deal with because it seems like old times that I know won’t last.

India, our Magna Cum Laude graduate, brought a rambunctious rescue cat from West Virginia Univer-
sity, and Miss Margot has been so entertaining and frisky, I’ve been willing to look past the broken things 
and the rules about being on the counters that 19-year-old Squirrel is no longer physically able to break. 
Margot picked a fight with Gus the other day. Pug 1, Cat 0, but Squirrel, the World’s Grumpiest Cat, so far 
has managed through pure intimidation. After four years of solitude, I embrace the anarchy.

Dylan’s dragged me out of 35 years of retirement from chess so it’s become an evening ritual. When I’d 
last played, it was an ignominious performance at a chess tournament in Juneau. But I find it sharpens 
the mind if not the ego. If this keeps up, these columns might start getting good. Anyway, I dominated 
early, but Dylan’s come roaring back and I’ve begun hearing “checkmate” in my dreams. They’re all grown 
up. And fierce.

I’ve often said that the moment you become a father (or mother) you become a better person, so you 
can imagine what I was like before. You put your kids ahead of yourself, and that never changes. I’ll bet 
if I asked, you’d see my mom on my mower. But she hates giraffes.

It’s hard to believe that my father’s been gone 29 years. Sometimes I worry that I no longer remember 
what his voice sounds like, but sometimes I hear his wheezing laugh come from my throat, and that’s 
enough. I’ve made it my mission to tell my kids everything I can about him, about their great-grandparents, 
but I lament that there just aren’t enough memories with my dad. We were just becoming friends, equals, 
when I lost him.

And I realize what we’re doing in these fleeting months. We’re making memories.
© Tony Bender, 2022
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Happy Summer Solstice! Astronomical summer officially began at 4:13 am CDT this morning. Quiet and 
cooler weather expected today with sunny skies and high temperatures in the 70s and 80s. Clear and dry 
for tonight with sunny skies expected again for Tuesday and warmer temperatures.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 96 °F at 3:30 PM
Low Temp: 67 °F at 10:55 PM
Wind: 45 mph at 9:40 PM
Precip: 0.12

Day length: 15 hours, 44 minutes

Today’s Info
Record High: 108 in 1988		
Record Low: 31 in 1902
Average High: 82°F
Average Low: 57°F
Average Precip in June.: 2.56
Precip to date in June.: 0.22
Average Precip to date: 9.81
Precip Year to Date: 11.38
Sunset Tonight: 9:26:24 PM
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:42:22 AM
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today in Weather History
June 21, 1902: Light to heavy frost occurred over most of the state with low temperatures ranging from 

the mid-20s to the lower 30s. Some record low temperatures include; 27 degrees in Ipswich and Leola, 29 
in Kennebec, 30 in Mellette, 31 in Aberdeen, Clark, and Watertown, 32 in Faulkton and Gann Valley, 36 in 
Sisseton, and 40 degrees in Milbank.

June 21, 1961: One or more tornadoes moved southeast along a distance from east of Aberdeen to the 
southeastern edge of Sioux Falls. A funnel cloud was first seen between Aberdeen and Groton and later 
on near Raymond. A tornado hit about 4 pm a few miles southwest of Clark with about 20 farm buildings 
demolished. One house was destroyed, killing an elderly lady and injuring one person. A boy was report-
edly lifted high in the air, and another woman carried 100 yards by winds. Both were injured. Between 
4:30 and 5:00 pm, areas northeast of Willow Lake and in northern Kingsbury were hit with a total of 13 
farm buildings destroyed or twisted off the foundations. Five buildings on one farm were destroyed, and 
a house was unroofed near Oldham. The house roof was found several miles away. The tornado was of 
F3 strength.

June 21, 1983: An F3 tornado touched down in a resort area two miles west of Pollock. Eleven people fled 
from the southwesternmost cabin and crawled under a nearby cabin. The southwest cabin was destroyed 
and the cabin the group crawled under was moved five feet from its concrete block foundation. Four people 
were treated for injuries. A van, boat, and trailer were demolished, and a small car was heavily damaged. 
The tornado turned east and reformed four miles east of Pollock, where it touched down briefly and dis-
sipated. Another F3 tornado touched down in open prairie three miles northeast of Glad Valley and moved 
northeast, creating a path of destruction as it progressed. On one farm, nine buildings were wiped out 
and scattered up to two miles away. Trees and poles were uprooted and scattered a half mile away. This 
tornado was estimated to be on the ground for six miles with a path width of 300 yards. A third tornado, 
rated F2, touched down seven miles south of Pollock. This tornado damaged several cabin roofs, a restau-
rant, and downed several trees. Boats were tossed into a lake, and picnic tables were hurdles against cars.

June 21, 2013: A long-lived severe thunderstorm developed over the southern Black Hills and moved 
eastward across the South Dakota plains during the morning hours. The storm produced large hail to soft-
ball size from eastern Custer to northern Jackson Counties. The softball size fell 12 miles east-southeast of 
Fairburn in Custer County, damaging property. This storm intensified along a strong warm front with volatile 
air and strong, deep layer winds into several supercell thunderstorms and a damaging line of thunderstorms/
bow echo across parts of central and northeast South Dakota through the afternoon hours. Damaging 
winds up to 90 mph uprooted large trees and caused considerable structural and crop damage and loss 
of power to those along the path. The worst wind damage was located at Lake Poinsett, Watertown, and 
Milbank. A woman was killed, and her husband had been severely injured on Lake Poinsett when their lake 
house was destroyed. Numerous trees were downed along with many structures damaged or destroyed. 
Many trees had fallen onto homes, cabins, and trailers. The bowling alley in Clear Lake lost its roof along 
with numerous pole barns being destroyed along the path of the storm. Thousands of people were also 
left without power. Four tornado touchdowns occurred along with hail up to the size of softballs. Isolated 
flash flooding also occurred. Codington, Hamlin, Grant, and Deuel counties were all declared in a Federal 
Disaster Declaration. Total damage estimates were around 1,100,000 dollars.

1987: A tornado destroyed 57 mobile homes at the Chateau Estates trailer park northwest of Detroit, 
Michigan killing one person and injuring six others. Thunderstorms over Lower Michigan also drenched the 
Saginaw Valley with up to 4.5 inches of rain in less than six hours.

1988: The first full day of summer was a hot one, with afternoon highs of 100 degrees or above reported 
from the Northern and Central Plains to the Ohio Valley. Sixty-nine cities in the north central U.S. reported 
record high temperatures for the date. The high of 110 degrees at Sioux Falls, SD was an all-time record 
for that location.
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Why The Proverbs Of Solomon?

 Wisdom was a very important matter to those living during the time of Solomon. The Bible gives spe-
cial recognition to the wise men of Israel’s neighbor, especially those in Egypt, as well as Babylon and 
Phoenicia, Arabia, and Edom. The Old Testament also refers to Gentile “sages” with a certain degree of 
respect – but does not mention the Gentile priests and prophets.

It’s important for us to remember that there were many in that period of history who were very intelligent 
even though they did not speak as one having a “special revelation” from God. Individuals throughout the 
ages, even today can think, speak and write wisely within many different fields of knowledge, and yet not 
speak on behalf of God. It is this simple, significant fact that makes The Proverbs of Solomon different. 
Solomon spoke on behalf of God, the truth of God, to guide the people of God into “paths of righteous-
ness for His sake.” Then, as now, following the teachings and instructions of Solomon, God’s children have 
God’s “filter” to see God’s world through God’s eyes.

We often talk about “hindsight” and “foresight,” but God’s Word gives us insight into the way we are to 
live. We may have wisdom from other sources, but the wisdom that comes from God enables us to live 
victoriously and successfully, and let the world see and understand the value of submitting to His teach-
ings. We are, of all people, most blest to have His wisdom!

One more fact: We, as the children of God, also have access to the power of God, to live lives that are 
pleasing to God, through the strength and power of God.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, may we know, understand, accept and live in the light of Your wisdom every 
day! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Today’s Bible Verse:  The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel. Proverbs 1:1
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2022 Community Events

01/30/2022 84th Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
01/30/2022 Groton Robotics Pancake Feed, 10am – 1pm, Groton Community Center, 109 N 3rd St, Groton,
04/07/2022 Groton CDE 
04/09/2022 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter)
04/09/2022 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/23/2022 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/24/2022 Princess Prom 4:30-8pm (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/07/2022 Lions Club Spring Citywide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
St John’s Lutheran Church VBS 9-11am
05/30/2022 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
Transit Fundraiser at the Community Center 4-7pm (Thursday Mid-June)
06/17/2022 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm Start
06/18/2022 Groton Triathlon
-6/20/2022 Ladies Invitational at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration 10am Start
07/04/2022 Firecracker Couples Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Registration, 10am Start 

(4th of July)
07/10/2022 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 9am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
Legion Auxiliary #39 Salad Buffet & Dessert Bar 11am-1pm at the Groton Legion
Baseball Tourney
07/21/2022 Pro Am Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course
Ferney Open Golf Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 9am Start
How can we… “Love Groton”? United Methodist Church 9:30am
Moonlight Swim at the Swimming Pool 9-11pm for 9th grade to age 20
Golf Fundraiser Lunch at Olive Grove Golf Course 11a-1pm
08/05/2022 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course 6pm
08/12/2022 GHS Basketball Golf Tournament
United Methodist Church VBS 5-8pm
Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day 4-5pm GHS Parking Lot
09/10/2022 Lions Club Fall Citywide Rummage Sale 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
6th Annual Doggie Day at the Swimming Pool 3:30-5pm
09/11/2022 Couples Sunflower Tourney at Olive Grove Golf Course 12pm
Groton Airport Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/01/2022 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm
10/07/2022 Lake Region Marching Band Festival 10am
10/31/2022 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm (working day on or closest to Halloween)
10/31/2022 United Methodist Church Trunk or Treat 5:30-7pm
11/12/2022 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party 6:30pm (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/24/2022 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/03/2022 Tour of Homes & Holiday Party at Olive Grove Golf Course
Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-12pm
01/29/2023  Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White..................$48.99/year
❏ Colored........................... $79.88/year
❏ Colored....................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly*....................... $31.95/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name:__________________________________________

Mailing Addres:___________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code___________________________________

E-mail_ _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Mail Completed Form to:
Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access 
to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month..................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months................................ $26.63
❏ 6 Months.................................$31.95
❏ 9 Months................................ $42.60
❏ 12 Months.............................. $53.25

Name:__________________________________________

Mailing Addres:___________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code___________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail_ _________________________________________

Password________________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
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1st Native American US treasurer nominated, oversees Mint
By FATIMA HUSSEIN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A Native American has been nominated to be U.S. treasurer, a historic first.
President Joe Biden’s nomination Tuesday of Marilynn “Lynn” Malerba comes as his administration es-

tablishes an Office of Tribal and Native Affairs at the Treasury Department, which will be overseen by the 
U.S. treasurer.

The treasurer’s duties include oversight of the U.S. Mint, serving as a liaison with the Federal Reserve 
and overseeing Treasury’s Office of Consumer Policy. The treasurer’s signature appears on U.S. currency.

Malerba, who is the lifetime chief of the Mohegan Indian Tribe, previously worked as a registered nurse, 
according to the tribe’s website, and has served in various tribal government roles. The tribe’s reservation 
is located on the Thames River in Uncasville, Connecticut.

“For the first time in history, a Tribal leader and Native woman’s name will be the signature on our cur-
rency,” Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said in remarks prepared ahead of the announcement.

“Chief Malerba will expand our unique relationship with Tribal nations, continuing our joint efforts to 
support the development of Tribal economies and economic opportunities for Tribal citizens,” Yellen said.

Yellen was set to visit the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota on Tuesday, the first time a 
Treasury secretary has visited a tribal nation. She is expected to focus on how the American Rescue Plan 
has affected tribal communities.

The relief package allotted more than $30 billion to Tribal governments, some of which oversee the 
poorest communities in the nation.

For instance, 59% of Rosebud Sioux Tribal households live in poverty, according to U.S. government 
estimates. Native communities have also suffered the brunt of waves of COVID-19-related deaths and 
drug overdoses.

Biden, a Democrat, has taken several steps to demonstrate his commitment to tribal nations, including 
naming Deb Haaland as the first Native American to lead the Interior Department.

Haaland is leading a reckoning with the U.S. government’s role in Native American boarding schools, 
which stripped children of their cultures and identities.

On Wednesday, the Senate Indian Affairs Committee will hold a hearing on the Interior Department’s 
report on its investigation into the federal government’s past oversight of Native American boarding schools.

Biden also issued the first presidential proclamation of Indigenous Peoples’ Day, with the intent of refo-
cusing the federal holiday previously dedicated to explorer Christopher Columbus toward an appreciation 
of Native people.

“It is especially important that our Native voices are respected,” Malerba said in a statement. “This ap-
pointment underscores this Administration’s commitment to doing just that. I am excited to serve our 
communities as Treasurer and for the work ahead.”

SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Monday:
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 290,000,000
Powerball
03-44-61-63-69, Powerball: 13, Power Play: 2
(three, forty-four, sixty-one, sixty-three, sixty-nine; Powerball: thirteen; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $312,000,000

News from the
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Dozens dead, thousands homeless in Bangladesh, India floods

By AL-EMRUN GARJON and ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL Associated Press
SYLHET, Bangladesh (AP) — Villagers in northeastern Bangladesh crowded makeshift refugee centers 

and scrambled to meet boats arriving with food and fresh water as massive floods, which have killed doz-
ens of people and displaced hundreds of thousands there and in neighboring India, continued to wreak 
havoc Tuesday.

In Sylhet, one of the worst-hit areas in the extreme northeast of the country near the border with India, 
villagers waded, swam and paddled makeshift rafts or small skiffs to a boat delivering aid that had moored 
to one shelter, its ground floor covered half way to the ceiling with water.

The low-lying village along the Surma River is prone to flooding, but with the extreme rainfall at the 
start of this year’s monsoon season, villager Mehedi Hasan Parvez said he’s never seen anything this bad.

“In some cases even the second story of buildings has been inundated,” the local businessman said, 
sitting in a small boat as he waited his turn to receive a package of rice, canned goods and other staples.

“Some people have been without water at home for three days,” he said. “They have no food at home 
and can’t get to the market to buy supplies.”

Monsoon rains in South Asia typically begin in June. But this year heavy downpours lashed northeastern 
India and Bangladesh as early as March, triggering floods as early as April in Bangladesh.

With rising global temperatures due to climate change, experts say the monsoon is becoming more 
variable, meaning that much of the rain that would typically fall in a season is arriving in a shorter period.

Meghalaya, the mountainous region of India to the north of Sylhet, and neighboring Assam state, re-
nowned for its tea plantations, have seen far more rain in June than usual.

In the settlements of Mawsynram and Cherrapunji, some of the world’s wettest areas on the southern 
fringes of Meghalaya state that overlook Bangladesh’s plains, more than 970 millimeters (38 inches) of rain 
was recorded on Sunday alone, according to India’s Meteorological Department.

Meghalaya has already received 174% of its total average June rainfall over the first three weeks of the 
month. Assam is at 97% of its average for the month over the same period.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina surveyed many of the flooded areas by helicopter on Tuesday 
and urged regional leaders to speed up relief efforts at a meeting with them.

So far, reports of fatalities in Bangladesh range between 12 and 32, but the U.N. children’s agency said 
about 4 million people have been cut off by the floods in the country’s northeast and are in urgent need 
of help.

UNICEF said in a report Monday that they include 1.6 million children and that without fresh drinking 
water, they could be in serious danger of waterborne diseases.

In the Sylhet region, 90% of health facilities have been flooded and thousands of people have taken 
refuge in overcrowded shelters, the agency said.

At one makeshift shelter, a village woman shared a small room with more than a half dozen others and 
two of her family’s cattle, saying she had been left with little choice.

“My house has been destroyed by the floodwaters,” said the woman, who identified herself only as 
Jainabunnesa.

On the other side of the mountain range to the north of Sylhet in India’s Assam state, the torrential 
rains sent the Brahmaputra River spilling over its banks in many areas, causing destruction and triggering 
massive landslides.

Assam authorities reported 10 more flood deaths on Tuesday, bringing its total to 64, with 17 others 
killed in landslides.

The National Disaster Response Force and the Indian Army have evacuated thousands of people in the 
last week from the roofs of their houses with inflatable boats. They fear some people are still missing.

Nearly a quarter-million people are now living in emergency relief camps.
The Brahmaputra River flows from India into northern Bangladesh on its way to the Bay of Bengal, and 

Bangladesh’s Flood Forecast and Warning Center warned Tuesday of dangerously high waters for the next 
five days.
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Election 2022: Trump endorsement flip scrambles Alabama race

By KIM CHANDLER and JILL COLVIN Associated Press
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — Standing in the sweltering summer heat on the steps of the Alabama Capitol 

earlier this month, Republican Senate candidate Mo Brooks was hailed by organizers of the Jan. 6, 2021, 
rally in Washington for his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election and keep then-President 
Donald Trump in power.

“I was proud to stand with Mo Brooks on that stage that day,” said Amy Kremer, chair of Women for 
America First. “Mo has the truth on his side.”

Less than 10 hours later, Trump returned the favor by snubbing the congressman — for a second time 
— and instead endorsing rival Katie Britt in Tuesday’s Republican runoff election for the U.S. Senate seat 
being vacated by Britt’s former boss, retiring GOP Sen. Richard Shelby.

Alabama is one of a handful of states holding contests Tuesday at the midpoint of a primary season that 
has been shaped by Trump’s effort to influence the GOP. In Virginia, Republicans are choosing between 
Trump-aligned congressional candidates to take on some of the most vulnerable Democrats in the fall. And 
in Georgia, Democrats will settle several close races, including deciding which Democrat will challenge Brad 
Raffensperger, the Republican secretary of state who overcame a Trump-backed challenge last month.

In Washington, D.C., meanwhile, Democratic Mayor Muriel Bowser is seeking reelection amid concerns 
over homelessness and rising crime.

But the Alabama Senate runoff has drawn particular attention both because of the drama surrounding 
Trump’s endorsement and the fact that the winner will likely prevail in November in a state Trump won 
twice by more than 25 percentage points.

Trump initially endorsed Brooks in the spring of 2021, rewarding an ardent champion of his baseless 
claims of a stolen election. Brooks had voted against certifying Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential election 
victory and delivered a fiery speech at the rally that proceeded the U.S. Capitol insurrection, telling the 
crowd, “Today is the day that American patriots start taking down names and kicking ass.”

But nearly a year later, Trump rescinded his support after the pair’s relationship soured and as the con-
servative firebrand languished in the polls. Trump blamed his decision on comments Brooks had made 
months earlier, at an August rally, when he said it was time for the party to move on from the 2020 
presidential race — comments Trump claimed showed Brooks, one of the most conservative members of 
Congress, had gone “woke.”

But the move was widely seen as an effort by Trump to save face amid other losses, and Brooks alleged 
that it came after he informed Trump that there was no way to “rescind” the 2020 election, remove Biden 
from power, or hold a new special election for the presidency.

Trump’s un-endorsement was widely expected to end Brooks’ campaign. Instead, Brooks managed to 
finish second in the state’s May 24 primary, earning 29% of the vote to Britt’s 45% and forcing a runoff.

Brooks tried once again to get Trump to endorse him, but Trump, who has had a mixed record in back-
ing winning candidates, instead chose Britt, Shelby’s former chief of staff, calling her a “fearless America 
First Warrior.”

While Brooks and Britt have similar views, their race represents a clash between two wings of the party 
and different generations. Shelby for decades epitomized the old-guard political style, using his clout and 
relationships to quietly steer federal projects and funding to his home state.

Britt, 40, has the endorsement of Shelby and other establishment Republicans, as well as deep ties to 
the state’s business community, reflected in her 2-1 fundraising advantage over Brooks.

Brooks, 68, is known for his bombastic oratory style. The six-term congressman was a founding member 
of the conservative House Freedom Caucus and has made his opposition to Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell a pillar of his campaign, embarking on a “Fire McConnell Tour” of town halls. A super PAC af-
filiated with McConnell contributed $2 million to a PAC opposing Brooks.

He also has the backing of Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, who say he would be a 
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needed hard-line addition to the Senate.

“This is a race about conservatives versus the establishment,” Paul said Friday in north Alabama. “We need 
a fighter. We’re not going to get it if you send us any old Republican. We need a fighter like Mo Brooks.”

Britt, meanwhile, stresses her own social conservative beliefs and has tried to paint Brooks as a career 
politician, saying Alabamians want “new blood.”

“President Trump knows that Alabamians are sick and tired of failed, do-nothing career politicians. It’s 
time for the next generation of conservatives to step up and shake things up in Washington,” she said 
after Trump’s endorsement.

Brooks has disparaged Britt as a RINO — the GOP pejorative meaning “Republican in name only” — and 
maintained he is the only one with a proven conservative record.

Turnout in the race is expected to be low, with fewer than 15% of registered voters likely to cast ballots, 
according to Secretary of State John Merrill.

Elsewhere, in the nation’s capital, where Democratic primaries effectively decide winners, Bowser is try-
ing to fend off challenges from a pair of City Council members as the city contends with a rash of crime, 
including a shooting Sunday in one of the city’s busiest nightlife destinations that left a 15-year-old dead 
and a police officer and at least two others wounded.

In Virginia, voters are set to pick Republican nominees for what is expected to be a pair of the year’s 
most competitive U.S. House races.

In the coastal 2nd District, state Sen. Jen Kiggans is widely seen as the GOP front-runner in the Repub-
lican race to take on Democrat Elaine Luria, a retired Naval commander and member of the House Jan. 
6 committee, in the general election. In central Virginia’s 7th District, six candidates are in a competitive 
race to face Democratic Rep. Abigail Spanberger, a former CIA officer.

And in Georgia, Democratic state Rep. Bee Nguyen is trying to defeat former state Rep. Dee Dawkins-
Haigler in the secretary of state’s race. The winner will face Republican Raffensperger, who rebuffed 
Trump’s efforts to “find” enough votes to overturn Biden’s win in the state’s 2020 presidential election and 
beat back a Trump-endorsed challenger in his May 24 primary.

In congressional runoffs, Republican Vernon Jones, a Trump-backed candidate and former Democrat, 
is competing against trucking company owner Mike Collins for the Republican nomination for the 10th 
Congressional District seat east of Atlanta.

Republicans also have high hopes of knocking off 30-year Democratic Rep. Sanford Bishop in southwest 
Georgia’s 2nd District. The GOP is choosing between former Army officer Jeremy Hunt and real estate 
developer Chris West.

No nukes? Ukraine-Russian war will shape world’s arsenals
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER and YONG JUN CHANG Associated Press
The headlines on the newsstands in Seoul blared fresh warnings of a possible nuclear test by North Korea.
Out on the sidewalks, 28-year-old office worker Lee Jae Sang already had an opinion about how to re-

spond to North Korea’s fast-growing capacity to lob nuclear bombs across borders and oceans.
“Our country should also develop a nuclear program. And prepare for a possible nuclear war,” said Lee, 

voicing a desire that a February poll showed was shared by 3 out of 4 South Koreans.
It’s a point that people and politicians of non-nuclear powers globally are raising more often, at what 

has become a destabilizing moment in more than a half-century of global nuclear nonproliferation efforts, 
one aggravated by the daily example of nuclear Russia tearing apart non-nuclear Ukraine.

That reconsideration by non-nuclear states is playing out in Asia. The region is home to an ever-more 
assertive North Korea, China, Russia and Iran — three nuclear powers and one near-nuclear power — but 
is unprotected by the kind of nuclear umbrella and broad defense alliance that for decades has shielded 
NATO countries.

Vulnerable countries will look to the lessons from Ukraine — especially whether Russia succeeds in swal-
lowing big pieces of Ukraine while brandishing its nuclear arsenal to hold other nations at bay — as they 
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consider keeping or pursuing nuclear weapons, security experts say.

As important, they say, is how well the U.S. and its allies are persuading other partners in Europe, the 
Persian Gulf and Asia to trust in the shield of U.S.-led nuclear and conventional arsenals and not pursue 
their own nuclear bombs.

For leaders worried about unfriendly, nuclear-armed neighbors, “they will say to their domestic audiences, 
‘Please support our nuclear armament because look what happened to Ukraine,’ right?” said Mariana Bud-
jeryn, a researcher with the Project on Managing the Atom at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government.

As a schoolgirl in 1980s Soviet-era Ukraine, Budjeryn drilled on how to dress radiation burns and other 
potential injuries of nuclear war, at a time that country housed some 5,000 of the Soviet Union’s nuclear 
weapons. Her country renounced nuclear weapons development after the Soviet Union shattered, opting 
for economic assistance and integration with the West and security assurances.

“Ultimately, I think a lot is riding on the outcome of this war in terms of how we understand the value 
of nuclear weapons,” Budjeryn said.

Around the world, the U.S. military is reassuring strategic partners who are facing nuclear-backed rivals.
Near the North Korea border this month, white-hot ballistic missiles arched through the night sky as the 

U.S. joined South Korea in their first joint ballistic test launches in five years. It was a pointed response 
to North Korea’s launch of at least 18 ballistic missiles this year.

In Europe and in the Persian Gulf, President Joe Biden and U.S. generals, diplomats and troops are shut-
tling to countries neighboring Russia and to oil-producing countries neighboring Iran. Biden and his top 
lieutenants pledge the U.S. is committed to blocking nuclear threats from Iran, North Korea and others. 
In China, President Xi Jinping is matching an aggressive foreign policy with one of his country’s biggest 
pushes on nuclear arms.

Some top former Asian officials have cited Ukraine in saying it’s time for more non-nuclear countries to 
think about getting nuclear weapons, or hosting U.S. ones.

“I don’t think either Japan or South Korea are eager to become nuclear weapon states. It will be im-
mensely politically painful and internally divisive. But what are the alternatives?” ex-Singapore Foreign 
Minister Bilahari Kausikan told the audience at a March defense forum.

For those hoping North Korea would give up its nuclear weapons, the example provided by Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine is “another nail in that coffin,” Terence Roehrig, a professor of national security at the 
U.S. Naval War College, said at another defense forum in April.

“Ukraine is going to be another example to North Korea of states like Iraq and like Libya, that gave up 
their nuclear capability — and look at what happened to them,” Roehrig said.

Ukraine never had detonation-ready nuclear bombs — at least, none it could fire on its own.
The Soviet Union’s collapse left Ukraine with the world’s third-largest nuclear arsenal. But Ukraine didn’t 

have operational control. That left it with a weak hand in the 1990s when it negotiated with the U.S., 
Russia and others on its place in the post-Soviet world, and the fate of the Soviet arsenal. Ukraine got 
assurances but no guarantees regarding its security, Budjeryn said.

“A piece of paper,” is how Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy referred to one such assurance, 
signed in 1994.

The U.S. itself has given nuclear and nuclear-curious countries plenty of reasons to worry about forgoing 
the world’s deadliest weapons.

The West compelled Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi to give up his country’s rudimentary nuclear 
weapons program in 2003. A couple of years later, Gadhafi’s son Saif al-Islam shared with researcher 
Malfrid Braut-Hegghammer his father’s biggest worry about that — that Western nations would support 
an uprising against him.

“And lo and behold, a few years later, get to 2011, you saw what happened,” said Braut-Hegghammer, 
now a University of Oslo nuclear and security strategy professor.

What happened was NATO, at U.S. urging, intervened in a 2011 internal uprising against Gadhafi. A NATO 
warplane bombed his convoy. Rebels captured the Libyan leader, tortured him and killed him.
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In Iraq, the U.S. played a central role in forcing Saddam Hussein to give up his nuclear development 

program. Then the U.S. overthrew Saddam in 2003 on a spurious claim he was reassembling a nuclear 
weapons effort. Three years later, with Iraq still under U.S. occupation, Saddam plunged through a gallows.

The Middle East leaders’ fall and brutal deaths have clouded denuclearization efforts with North Korea. 
Rare U.S.-North Korea talks in 2018 collapsed after the Trump administration repeatedly raised the “Libya 
model” and Vice President Mike Pence threatened Kim Jong-un with Gadhafi’s fate. “Ignorant and stupid,” 
North Korea’s government responded.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine now “only highlights to some countries, at least, that if you have a nuclear 
weapons program, and you’re sort of far along with that, giving it up is a terrible idea,” Braut-Hegghammer 
said.

The world’s nine nuclear powers — the United States, Russia, France, China, the United Kingdom, Paki-
stan, India, Israel and North Korea — hold some 13,000 nuclear weapons. Israel does not acknowledge 
its nuclear program.

The biggest nuclear powers historically have sought to control which countries can licitly join the club. 
Countries that proceed regardless, including Iran and North Korea, are isolated and sanctioned.

Nuclear experts mention South Korea and Saudi Arabia as among the countries mostly likely to consider 
nuclear weapons. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in 2018 pledged to immediately acquire 
nuclear bombs if Iran did.

It’s surprising that more countries haven’t acquired a bomb, Jessica Cox, head of NATO’s nuclear direc-
torate, said at the April forum.

“If you look at it from a historical perspective, it is not at all clear in the 1950s and 1960s that there 
would be less than 10 nations armed with nuclear weapons in the world ... 70 years later.”

What made the difference in Europe was NATO’s nuclear deterrence — 30 nations sharing responsibility 
and decision-making for a nuclear arsenal that deters attacks on them all, Cox said.

Many feel Ukraine made the right decision when it avoided possible isolation by waiving a nuclear-armed 
future. That gave Ukraine three decades to integrate with the world’s economy and build alliances with 
powerful nations now aiding its defense against Russia.

As a young woman in Ukraine, Budjeryn realized at one point after the 1990s accords that her own job, 
then in business-development, was funded by the Clinton administration, as part of the West’s rewards to 
Ukraine for the nuclear deal.

“If Ukraine prevails,” she said, “ then it will communicate that nuclear weapons are useless.”
“But if Ukraine falls, the story will look very different,” she said.

Israel coalition to fast-track bill to dissolve parliament
By ILAN BEN ZION Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s outgoing coalition government will fast-track a bill this week to dissolve 

parliament, setting up the country for its fifth elections in three years, a Cabinet minister said Tuesday.
The development comes after Prime Minister Naftali Bennett announced on Monday that he would disband 

his alliance of eight ideologically diverse parties, a year after taking office, and send the country to the 
polls. A series of defections from his Yemina party had stripped the coalition of its majority in parliament.

Bennett cited the coalition’s failure earlier this month to extend a law that grants West Bank settlers 
special legal status as a main impetus for new elections. His key ally, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, will be-
come the caretaker prime minister until a new government is formed in the aftermath of elections, which 
are expected to be held in October.

Welfare Minister Meir Cohen, a member of Lapid’s Yesh Atid party, told Israeli public broadcaster Kan 
that the coalition would bring the bill to a preliminary vote on Wednesday.

“We hope that within a week we will complete the process,” Cohen said. “The intention is to finish it as 
soon as possible and to go to elections.”

New elections raise the possibility that longtime leader Benjamin Netanyahu, now opposition leader, will 
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be able to stage a comeback. Netanyahu was ousted by the eight-party alliance after four inconclusive 
elections that were largely seen as referendums on the his fitness to rule. The alliance’s factions range 
from dovish liberals opposed to Israeli settlements to hawkish ultranationalists who reject Palestinian 
statehood and were united solely in their opposition to Netanyahu.

Netanyahu is currently on trial for corruption, but has denied any wrongdoing and has repeatedly dis-
missed the charges as part of a witch hunt to drive him from office. Israeli law does not explicitly state 
that a politician under indictment may not become prime minister.

As politicians gear up for fall elections, several coalition members have floated the possibility of passing 
a law before the Knesset disbands that would bar a lawmaker accused of a crime from serving as prime 
minister.

Finance Minister Avigdor Lieberman said the aim of his Yisrael Beytenu party in the upcoming elections 
is “to prevent Benjamin Netanyahu from returning to power.” Along with the bill to dissolve parliament, 
he said he would advance legislation on Wednesday to bar a lawmaker under indictment from assuming 
the premiership.

“I hope that bill, too, will find a majority,” he said, speaking at an economic conference hosted by the 
Israel Democracy Institute.

Justice Minister Gideon Saar, leader of the New Hope party, told Army Radio that his faction had advo-
cated such a bill, and would vote in favor if it’s brought before parliament.

UK rail strike strands commuters, pits workers against govt
By JILL LAWLESS Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Tens of thousands of railway workers walked off the job in Britain on Tuesday, bringing 

the train network to a crawl in the country’s biggest transit strike for three decades.
About 40,000 cleaners, signalers, maintenance workers and station staff were holding a 24-hour strike, 

with two more planned for Thursday and Saturday. Compounding the pain for commuters, London Un-
derground subway services were also hit by a walkout on Tuesday.

The dispute centers on pay, working conditions and job security as Britain’s railways struggle to recover 
from the coronavirus pandemic.

Major stations were largely deserted on Tuesday morning, with only about 20% of passenger trains 
scheduled to run.

Nurse manager Priya Govender was at London Bridge station, struggling to get back to her home south 
of the city.

“I definitely will not be able to get a bus because they are packed. I will have to get an Uber,” she said. 
“My day has been horrible. It is going to be a long day and I still have a full day’s work to do.”

The strike was upending the plans of employees trying to get to work, students during exam season and 
music-lovers headed for the Glastonbury Festival, which starts Wednesday in southwest England.

Kate Nicholls, chief executive of industry body UKHospitality, said the walkout would cost restaurants, 
cafes and bars much-needed business.

“Fragile consumer confidence will take a further hit, thousands of people able and willing to spend money 
in hospitality venues across the country will be prevented from doing so, while staff will undoubtedly 
struggle to even get to work,” she said.

There were almost 1 billion train journeys in the U.K. in the year to March. But that is well below pre-
COVID-19 levels, and train companies, which were kept afloat with government support during the past 
two years, are seeking to cut costs and staffing.

Last-minute talks on Monday failed to make a breakthrough. The Rail, Maritime and Transport Union 
says it will not accept rail firms’ offer of a 3% raise, which is far below the rate of inflation, currently run-
ning at 9%.

The union accuses the Conservative government of refusing to give rail firms enough flexibility to offer 
a substantial pay increase.
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The government says it is not involved in the talks, but has warned that big raises will spark a wage-price 

spiral driving inflation even higher.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson accused unions of “harming the very people they claim to be helping” and 

called for “a sensible compromise for the good of the British people and the rail workforce.”

‘A dear friend’: Syrian carves model of Cologne cathedral
DANIEL NIEMANN and KIRSTEN GRIESHABER Associated Press
COLOGNE, Germany (AP) — When Syrian refugee Fadel Alkhudr arrived in Germany in 2015, the first 

thing he saw when he stepped out of the train in Cologne was the city’s majestic cathedral.
Alkhudr, 42, became so fascinated by the famous Gothic landmark on the Rhine river with its twin spires 

and elaborate ornaments that he spent hours looking at it. He took photos of it, drew sketches, and even-
tually started carving a wooden replica.

For over 2.5 years — or around 5,000 hours, as he says — Alkhudr worked on creating a two-meter 
(6.5-foot) -tall copy of the structure in a small basement-turned-workshop in Cologne’s Kalk neighborhood.

Alkhudr, who is Muslim, said he developed such a close connection to the Catholic cathedral that at some 
point it felt like the building became a part of him “like it’s a dear friend to me.”

The Syrian, who learned carving from his father at the age of 13, first fled to Turkey and then to the 
western German city of Cologne after his family’s wood-carving business in Aleppo was destroyed in the 
war in Syria. He said he’s often asked if it didn’t feel strange for a Muslim to dedicate himself to Germany’s 
most famous Christian house of worship.

Not at all, he answers, because growing up in Aleppo before the civil war, he had both Muslim and 
Christian friends, and customers from different religions who came to buy wooden art at the family store.

“When we were in Aleppo we used to have ... no issues between a mosque and a church,” the father of 
five recounts. “Our neighbors were Christian and we are Muslims, we used to invite each other into our 
homes and there were no problems.”

Alkhudr is one of over 1 million migrants who came to Germany from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan in 
2015-16, escaping war, destruction and poverty in their home countries. He first worked odd jobs to make 
a living, brought his family over in 2017, and, since 2019, focused on creating the cathedral model. He 
hopes that in the future he can also make a living in Germany as an art carver.

Alkhudr used hard beech wood and 50-year-old tools from back home in Syria that his father had passed 
on to him. The end result was taller then himself, measuring two meters in height and length, and 1.40 
meters in width.

The original cathedral is 152 meters (500 feet) tall and took more than 600 years — from 1248 to 1880 
— to complete. It’s a UNESCO World Heritage Site and hosts the Shrine of the Three Kings, believed to 
contain the bones of the Three Wise Men. The cathedral is one of Germany’s top tourist attractions and 
one of the oldest and most important pilgrimage sites of Northern Europe.

Alkhudr’s delicately chiseled work is currently on show at the cathedral’s Domforum visitor center just 
across from the original. The Syrian hopes that he can present his woodwork in other cities, too, and thus 
spread what he sees as the cathedral’s unifying message.

“For me, the cathedral is a home for all people,” he said.

EXPLAINER: What’s next after Russia reduced gas to Europe?
By The Associated Press undefined
It’s not a summer heat wave that’s making European leaders and businesses sweat. It’s fear that Rus-

sia’s manipulation of natural gas supplies will lead to an economic and political crisis next winter. Or, in 
the worst case, even sooner.

Here are key things to know about the energy pressure game over the war in Ukraine:
WHAT’S HAPPENED?
Russia last week reduced gas supplies to five European Union countries, including Germany, the 27-country 
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bloc’s biggest economy that heavily depends on Moscow’s gas to generate electricity and power industry.

Russian state-owned energy giant Gazprom has cut supplies through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline run-
ning under the Baltic Sea from Russia to Germany by 60% — Europe’s major natural gas pipeline. Italy is 
seeing its supply cut by half. Austria, the Czech Republic and Slovakia also have seen reductions.

This comes on top of gas shutoffs to Poland, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France and the Netherlands in 
recent weeks. Those shutoffs were initially seen as less of a problem because Poland, for instance, was 
already phasing out Russian gas by year’s end, while others had alternative supplies.

The latest cutbacks, however, hit countries that are major economies and use lots of Russian natural gas. 
Germany relies on Russia for 35% of its gas imports; Italy for 40%. Right now, gas supplies are enough 
for current needs.

WHY ARE THE REDUCTIONS A CONCERN?
Europe is scrambling to fill its underground gas storage ahead of the winter. Gas utilities operate on a 

regular rhythm, filling reserves over the summer — when, hopefully, they can buy gas cheaper — and 
then drawing it down over the winter as heating demand rises. The reductions will make refilling storage 
more expensive and difficult to accomplish.

The move also has brought closer the specter of a complete Russian gas shutoff that would make it 
impossible for Europe to get all the fuel it needs for the winter. Natural gas is used by several energy-
intensive industries, such as glassmakers and steel manufacturers, that are already facing higher costs 
and dialing back use, helping slow the European economy.

For electricity production, gas is the “swing” energy source that kicks in when renewables like wind and 
sun generate less power due to unpredictable weather and when electricity use spikes during cold or hot 
weather, like the heat wave last weekend that spurred record highs in Europe.

Right now, Europe’s underground storage caverns are 57% full. The European Commission’s latest 
proposal is for each country to reach 80% by Nov. 1, while Germany has set goals of 80% by Oct. 1 and 
90% by Nov. 1.

Analysts at the Bruegel think tank in Brussels warn that “Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania will not meet 
the EU 80% target if they continue at the current speed,” while “Germany, Austria and Slovakia will find 
it very difficult to fill their storage facilities if gas flows from Russia are stopped.”

WHAT’S BEING DONE?
The EU, which before the war got some 40% of its gas from Russia, has outlined plans to cut imports 

by two-thirds by year’s end and phase out Russian gas entirely by 2027. The bloc has already said it will 
block Russian coal starting in August and most Russian oil in six months.

The goal is to reduce the $850 million per day Russia has been reaping from oil and gas sales to Europe 
to prevent funding its war in Ukraine.

European governments and utilities have bought expensive liquefied natural gas, or LNG, from the United 
States that is delivered by ship, as opposed to gas that comes by pipeline from Russia and is typically 
cheaper. But the war has spiked energy prices, which are fueling record inflation in Europe and helping 
keep revenue high for Russia.

There are efforts to get more pipeline gas from Norway and Azerbaijan, while the accelerated rollout 
of renewable energy and conservation are expected to play smaller roles. Germany, which has no LNG 
import terminals, is bringing in four floating terminals, two of which should be operating this year.

Despite a focus on renewable energy, the crisis is pushing countries back to fossil fuels. Germany is 
rushing through legislation to restart coal-fired power plants as a temporary patch despite plans to exit 
coal entirely by 2030.

Vice Chancellor Robert Habeck said it was “bitter” to turn to coal but that “in this situation, it is sheer 
necessity.” The government plans measures to incentivize industry and utilities to use less natural gas. 
Habeck also urged Germans to conserve energy.

“Gas use must be further reduced, so that more gas can go into storage, otherwise in winter, it’s going 
to be tight,” he said.
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The Dutch government says it will allow coal-fired power stations to operate at full capacity again to 

conserve natural gas that would otherwise be burned to produce electricity.
Europe’s gas security is fragile despite all those measures. Liquefied gas export terminals in energy-

producing countries like the U.S. and Qatar are running at full speed, meaning Europe is bidding against 
Asia for finite supplies.

Plus, an explosion and fire at an export terminal in Freeport, Texas, took a fifth of U.S. export capacity 
offline for months sending another shudder through the gas market. Most of the terminal’s exports were 
going to Europe, Rystad Energy said.

“The situation on the European natural gas market is escalating further,” commodities analyst Carsten 
Fritsch at Commerzbank Research said, pointing to the explosion and a scheduled maintenance shutdown 
of Nord Stream 1 that will mean no gas flowing through the pipeline July 11-21. “The urgently needed 
buildup of gas stocks for the winter months could therefore falter” and prices will likely go even higher.

WHAT’S RUSSIA’S GAME?
Gazprom says it had to cut back the flows to Europe through Nord Stream 1 because Western sanc-

tions stranded a key piece of equipment in Canada, where it had been taken for maintenance. European 
governments aren’t buying it and call the gas reductions political.

Gazprom’s steps have sent natural gas prices sharply higher after they had fallen in the wake of winter 
heating season. That increases revenue for Russia at a time when it’s under pressure from Western eco-
nomic sanctions and adds to stress on Europe as it gives Ukraine political and military support.

Gazprom’s moves also can be seen as pushback against Western sanctions and as a deterrent to impos-
ing further penalties. And bigger gas users have been put on notice that, just like smaller ones, they are 
not exempt from a possible cutoff.

Germany and Italy saw their supplies cut around the time their leaders joined French President Em-
manuel Macron in Kyiv to meet President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and back EU candidate status for Ukraine.

WILL EUROPEANS SEE THE LIGHTS GO OUT OR FREEZE THIS WINTER?
That is unlikely because EU law mandates that governments ration gas supplies to industry so that homes, 

schools and hospitals are spared. Countries that run short of gas also can ask for help from others that 
may be in better shape, though that depends on adequate pipeline connections.

The downside of rationing would be industrial cutbacks and shutdowns that could cost jobs and growth 
in an economy already squeezed by high inflation and fears of a global slowdown as central banks raise 
interest rates.

Meanwhile, a complete cutoff could send gas prices soaring toward their record of 206 euros per mega-
watt hour from March 7, further fueling inflation. At the start of 2021, before Russia massed troops on the 
border with Ukraine, spot gas cost about 19 euros per megawatt hour.

Away from war, Syrians find their rhythm in ballroom dancing
By OMAR SANADIKI Associated Press
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — One, two, three, stop. Five, six, seven, stop: A group of young Syrian men and 

women step, sway and twirl to the backdrop of salsa music, dancing their worries away.
For an hour a week in a Damascus studio, their instructor Adnan Mohammed, 42, teaches a class the 

basics of Latin dancing, helping his students forget the troubles of war — if even briefly.
“They come out a different person,” Mohammed says.
For his students, ballroom dancing is a form of release, finding their rhythm in music away from their 

country’s many social and economic pressures. For that one hour, they push Syria’s 11-year war from their 
minds, the politics, the anxiety over the economic crisis and the country’s constantly depreciating currency.

“They put that energy aside and they start to be optimistic,” Mohammed added. “I believe we are giving 
them the energy to stay in the country. Now there is a reason for them to stay.”

Syria’s war, which erupted in 2011 following a deadly crackdown on anti-government protests, has killed 
over half a million people and displaced half the country’s pre-war population of 23 million. With the military 
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help of allies Russia and Iran, Syrian President Bashar Assad has managed to crush the armed uprising 
against him except for a few areas that remain outside of government control.

For the past several years, conflict lines have been largely frozen, but the war has wreaked unfathom-
able destruction on the country. A severe economic crisis has set in, with many barely managing to make 
ends meet.

Mohammed, who opened a dance school 15 years ago, says people still kept coming to his classes 
throughout the war. But the biggest blow was when the coronavirus pandemic shut everything down, 
even his studio.

With pandemic restrictions now mostly lifted, students have returned to class, looking for a brief respite, 
a temporary escape.

“People are exhausted nowadays, we can sense a lot of frustration,” said Yara Zarin, an engineer who’s 
also an instructor at the Dance Nation school, where Mohammed teaches.

Zarin explains that the school’s goal is not to have their students disconnect from reality but to provide 
the space where, for “an hour or two ... you can be yourself.”

The dance schools offer classes during the week but also dance parties. Small performances have made 
a comeback in the country recently, particularly in and around Damascus.

Last month, a techno dance party organized at an abandoned cement factory just outside Damascus 
attracted hundreds of youngsters. Complete with a laser show, music and dancing, it was one of the big-
gest such events since the war started.

Ballroom dancing schools were popular before the war among some segments of society, including three 
large schools in Damascus that have withstood the war.

For student Amar Masoud, the dance classes are a “breath of life.”
“Sometimes, I end up missing classes because I have to work,” he says. “But I still try as much as pos-

sible to” come to the school.
Mohammed, the instructor, has a second day job to keep up with expenses. He pleads for government 

support, to help bring back dance to a more organized setting and to how it was before the war. He dreams 
of representing Syria in international events.

“There needs to be a federation created just for dance so that this can be like before the war, where 
we would go and represent Syria in Arab and Asian countries,” he said.

For Maya Marina, 30, dancing is a desperately needed outlet from war and hardship for her.
“Music takes us to another world,” she says. “Here I blow off steam, it’s a respite from the pressures, 

the anger, the difficulties.”

‘The impossible’: Ukraine’s secret, deadly rescue missions
By JOHN LEICESTER and HANNA ARHIROVA Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — As was his habit before each flight, the veteran Ukrainian army pilot ran a hand 

along the fuselage of his Mi-8 helicopter, caressing the heavy transporter’s metal skin to bring luck to him 
and his crew.

They would need it. Their destination — a besieged steel mill in the brutalized city of Mariupol — was a 
death trap. Some other crews didn’t make it back alive.

Still, the mission was vital, even desperate. Ukrainian troops were pinned down, their supplies running 
low, their dead and injured stacking up. Their last-ditch stand at the Azovstal mill was a growing symbol 
of Ukraine’s defiance in the war against Russia. They could not be allowed to perish.

The 51-year-old pilot — identified only by his first name, Oleksandr — flew just the one mission to Mari-
upol, and he considered it the most difficult flight of his 30-year-career. He took the risk, he said, because 
he didn’t want the Azovstal fighters to feel forgotten.

In the charred hell-scape of that plant, in an underground bunker-turned-medical station that provided 
shelter from death and destruction above, word started reaching the wounded that a miracle might be 
coming. Among those told that he was on the list for evacuation was a junior sergeant who’d been shred-
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ded by mortar rounds, butchering his left leg and forcing its amputation above the knee.

“Buffalo” was his nom de guerre. He had been through so much, but one more deadly challenge loomed: 
escape from Azovstal.

___
A series of clandestine, against-the-odds, terrain-hugging, high-speed helicopter missions to reach the 

Azovstal defenders in March, April and May are being celebrated in Ukraine as among the most heroic 
feats of military derring-do of the four-month war. Some ended in catastrophe; each grew progressively 
riskier as Russian air defense batteries caught on.

The full story of the seven resupply and rescue missions has yet to be told. But from exclusive inter-
views with two wounded survivors; a military intelligence officer who flew on the first mission; and pilot 
interviews provided by the Ukrainian army, The Associated Press has pieced together the account of one 
of the last flights, from the perspective of both the rescuers and the rescued.

Only after more than 2,500 defenders who remained in the Azovstal ruins had started surrendering did 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy first give wind of the missions and their deadly cost.

The Azovstal fighters’ tenacity had frustrated Moscow’s objective of quickly capturing Mariupol and 
prevented Russian troops there from being redeployed elsewhere. Zelenskyy told Ukrainian broadcaster 
ICTV that pilots braved “powerful” Russian air defenses in venturing beyond enemy lines, flying in food, 
water, medicine and weapons so the plant’s defenders could fight on, and flying out the injured.

The military intelligence officer said one helicopter was shot down and two others never came back, 
and are considered missing. He said he dressed in civilian clothes for his flight, thinking that he could melt 
into the population if he survived a crash: “We were aware it could be a one-way ticket.”

Said Zelenskyy: “These are absolutely heroic people who knew what was difficult, who knew that it was 
almost impossible. ... We lost a lot of pilots.”

___
If Buffalo had had his way, he would not have lived to be evacuated. His life would have ended quickly, 

to spare him the agony he suffered after 120mm mortar rounds tore apart his left leg, bloodied his right 
foot, and peppered his back with shrapnel during s treet fighting in Mariupol on March 23.

The 20-year-old spoke to The Associated Press on condition that he not be identified by name, saying 
he didn’t want it to seem that he is seeking publicity when thousands of Azovstal defenders are in captiv-
ity or dead. He had been on the trail of a Russian tank, aiming to destroy it with his shoulder-launched, 
armor-piercing NLAW missile on the last day of the invasion’s first month, when his war was cut short.

Tossed next to the wreckage of a burning car, he dragged himself to cover in a nearby building and 
“decided it would be better to crawl into the basement and quietly die there,” he said.

But his friends evacuated him to the Ilyich steel mill, which subsequently fell in mid-April as Russian 
forces were tightening their grip on Mariupol and its strategic port on the Sea of Azov. Three days passed 
before medics were able to amputate, in a basement bomb shelter. He considers himself lucky: Doctors 
still had anesthetic when his turn came to go under the knife.

When he came around, a nurse told him how sorry she was that he’d lost the limb.
He cut through the awkwardness with a joke: “Will they return the money for 10 tattoo sessions?”
“I had a lot of tattoos on my leg,” he said. One remains, a human figure, but its legs are gone now, too.
After the surgery, he was transferred to the Azovstal plant. A stronghold covering nearly 11 square kilo-

meters (more than 4 miles), with a 24-kilometer (15-mile) labyrinth of underground tunnels and bunkers, 
the plant was practically impregnable.

But conditions were grim.
“There was constant shelling,” said Vladislav Zahorodnii, a 22-year-old corporal who had been shot 

through the pelvis, shredding a nerve, during street fighting in Mariupol.
Evacuated to Azovstal, he met Buffalo there. They already knew each other: Both were from Chernihiv, 

a city in the north surrounded and pounded by Russian forces.
Zahorodnii saw the missing leg. He asked Buffalo how he was doing.
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“Everything is fine, we will go clubbing soon,” Buffalo replied.
___
Zahorodnii was evacuated from Azovstal by helicopter on March 31, after three failed attempts.
It was his first helicopter flight. The Mi-8 took fire on its way out, killing one of its engines. The other 

one kept them airborne for the remainder of the 80-minute early morning dash to Dnipro city on the 
Dnieper River in central Ukraine.

He would mark his deliverance with a mortar-round tattoo on his right forearm: “I did it not to forget,” 
he said.

Buffalo’s turn came the following week. He was ambivalent about leaving. On the one hand, he was 
relieved that his share of the dwindling food and water would now go to others still able to fight; on the 
other, “there was a painful feeling. They stayed there, and I left them.”

Still, he almost missed his flight.
Soldiers hauled him on a gurney out of his deep bunker and loaded him aboard a truck that rumbled to 

a pre-arranged landing zone. The soldiers wrapped him in a jacket.
The helicopter’s cargo of ammunition was unloaded first. Then, the wounded were lifted aboard.
But not Buffalo. Left in a back corner of the truck, he’d somehow been overlooked. He couldn’t raise 

the alarm because the mortar blasts had injured his throat, and he was still too hoarse to make himself 
heard over the whoop-whoop-whoop of the helicopter rotors.

“I thought to myself, ‘Well, not today then,’” he recalled. “And suddenly someone shouted, ‘You forgot 
the soldier in the truck!’”

Because the cargo bay was full, Buffalo was placed crosswise from the others, who’d been loaded aboard 
side by side. A crew member took his hand and told him not to worry, they’d make it home.

“All my life,” he told the crew member, “I dreamed of flying a helicopter. It doesn’t matter if we arrive 
— my dream has come true.”

___
In his cockpit, the wait seemed interminable to Oleksandr, the minutes feeling like hours.
“Very scary,” he said. “You see explosions around and the next shell could reach your location.”
In the fog of war and with the full picture of the secret missions still emerging, it’s not possible to be 

absolutely sure that Buffalo and the pilot who spoke to journalists in a video interview recorded and shared 
by the military were aboard the same flight. But details of their accounts match.

Both gave the same date: the night of April 4-5. Oleksandr recalled being fired upon by a ship as they 
swooped over waters out of Mariupol. A blast wave tossed the helicopter around “like a toy,” he said. But 
his escape maneuvers got them out of trouble.

Buffalo also recalls a blast. The evacuees were told later that the pilot had avoided a missile.
Oleksandr gunned the helicopter to 220 kilometers (135 miles) per hour and flew as low as 3 meters 

(9 feet) above the ground — except when hopping over power lines. A second helicopter on his mission 
never made it back; on the return flight, its pilot radioed him that he was running short of fuel. It was 
their last communication.

On his gurney, Buffalo had watched the terrain zip past through a porthole. “We flew over the fields, 
below the trees. Very low,” he said.

They made it to Dnipro, safely. Upon landing, Oleksandr heard the wounded calling out for the pilots. 
He expected them to yell at him for having tossed them around so violently during the flight.

“But when I opened the door, I heard guys saying, ‘Thank you,’” he said.
“Everyone clapped,” recalled Buffalo, now rehabbing with Zahorodnii at a Kyiv clinic. “We told the pilots 

that they had done the impossible.”

Nuclear industry hopes to expand output with new reactors
By JENNIFER McDERMOTT Associated Press
The U.S. nuclear industry is generating less electricity as reactors retire, but now plant operators are hop-



Tuesday, June 21, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 349 ~ 26 of 65

Groton Daily Independent
ing to nearly double their output over the next three decades, according to the industry’s trade association.

The massive scaling-up envisioned by the utilities hangs on the functionality of a new type of nuclear 
reactor that’s far smaller than traditional reactors. About two dozen U.S. companies are developing ad-
vanced reactors, with some that could come online by the end of the decade if the technology succeeds 
and federal regulators approve.

Utilities that are members of the Nuclear Energy Institute project they could add 90 gigawatts of nuclear 
power, combined, to the U.S. grid, with the bulk of that coming online by 2050, according to the associa-
tion. That translates to about 300 new small modular reactors, estimated Maria Korsnick, president and 
chief executive officer of the institute.

“We have the innovation, we have the capability, we have the American ingenuity,” she said. “There’s 
no reason that we shouldn’t be able to to bring these products to market.”

U.S. nuclear electricity generation capacity peaked at 102 gigawatts in 2012, when there were 104 op-
erating nuclear reactors, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The nation’s current 92 
operating reactors have nearly 95 gigawatts of capacity.

Their output totaled 778 million megawatt hours in 2021, which was 1.5% less than the previous year 
and 19% of the nation’s electricity, the information administration said. That’s enough to power more than 
70 million homes.

It’s costly and time consuming to build huge conventional nuclear plants. A project in Georgia — the only 
nuclear plant under construction in the United States — is now projected to cost its owners more than 
$30 billion. When approved in 2012, the first new nuclear reactors to be built in decades were estimated 
to cost $14 billion.

Korsnick will talk about the possibility of doubling U.S. nuclear output in a speech to industry leaders 
and policymakers Tuesday in Washington for the NEI’s Nuclear Energy Assembly conference. Kathryn 
Huff, assistant secretary for nuclear energy, will talk about U.S. priorities for nuclear energy and goals for 
a low-carbon economy.

Korsnick, who spoke with The Associated Press exclusively before the conference, said it isn’t wishful 
thinking; there’s a demand for that much nuclear power as companies strive to meet customer expecta-
tions and fulfill pledges to cut carbon, there’s significant interest at the federal and state level, and small 
reactors can be built largely in a factory setting, unlike traditional reactors.

She acknowledged there are challenges, such as a regulatory process that would have to speed up to 
license the reactors, the supply chain that needs to be developed, and the need for more financial incen-
tives, as the federal government did to scale up renewable projects over the past decade.

The largest public power company in the U.S., the Tennessee Valley Authority, launched a program in 
February to develop and fund new small modular nuclear reactors as part of its strategy to dramatically 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The Biden administration has embraced nuclear power to help reduce greenhouse gases in the U.S. It 
launched a $6 billion effort in April to rescue nuclear power plants at risk of closing, citing the need to 
continue nuclear energy as a carbon-free source of power that helps to combat climate change. Most U.S. 
nuclear plants were built between 1970 and 1990, and it’s costing more to operate an aging fleet.

The U.S. Department of Energy said in April when it requested $1.7 billion in its fiscal year 2023 budget 
for the Office of Nuclear Energy that it was one of the highest asks ever for nuclear energy. The depart-
ment is investing in advanced reactors.

And an AP survey of the energy policies in all 50 states and the District of Columbia found that a strong 
majority — about two-thirds — say nuclear, in one fashion or another, will help take the place of fossil fuels.

Korsnick said the more people are concerned about carbon-free electricity, “the better off nuclear power 
is.”

The Union of Concerned Scientists has cautioned that nuclear technology still comes with significant 
risks that other low-carbon energy sources don’t, including the danger of accidents or targeted attacks 
for both the radioactive waste and the reactors, and the unresolved question of how to store hazardous 
nuclear waste. The group does not oppose using nuclear power, but wants to make sure it’s safe.
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The Environmental Working Group has said small reactors are going to be a “total financial debacle” 

because the cost of nuclear power never comes down, with costs and risks shifted to ratepayers.
And the Ohio-based Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis analyzed a small modular 

nuclear reactor being developed by NuScale Power in Oregon, concluding that it’s “too expensive, too risky 
and too uncertain.” The company said that report mischaracterizes NuScale’s costs, does not accurately 
reflect or examine schedule timeframes, and even fails to understand the output.

Korsnick said that when companies show the test reactors can be built on budget and on time, they’re 
going to “sell like hotcakes.” She pointed to Wyoming, where communities competed to get the demon-
stration project by Bill Gates’ company. TerraPower chose Kemmerer, which has relied on coal for over a 
century.

Korsnick said she’s bullish about the future opportunities for nuclear power.
“Any way you slice and dice it, it comes back to nuclear being a large part of the solution,” she said.

Lightning bounce back, beat Avalanche 6-2 in Game 3
By FRED GOODALL AP Sports Writer
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — The Tampa Bay Lightning’s bid for a three-peat is alive and well.
With Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman and Andrei Vasilevskiy leading the way, the star-

laden, two-time defending champions beat the Colorado Avalanche 6-2 Monday night in Game 3 of the 
Stanley Cup Final.

The victory two nights after suffering the most lopsisded loss in the team’s playoff history trimmed 
Tampa Bay’s series deficit to 2-1 and breathed hope in the team’s quest to become the first franchise in 
nearly 40 years to win three consecutive NHL titles.

“There’s a reason why we’re here and there’s a reason why we won tonight. There’s a reason why this 
has gone on for the last couple of years,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said.

“The guys you need to lead you have been doing that, and then everybody falls in line,” Cooper added. 
“You watch Stammer’s growth and Hedman’s growth through the years, and it’s probably not a coincidence 
that winning has followed us.”

Stamkos, Pat Maroon and Ondrej Palat each had a goal and an assist, and the Lightning scored four 
times in the second period to bounce back from an embarrassing 7-0 loss in Game 2 of the best-of-seven 
matchup.

Anthony Cirelli, Nicholas Paul and Corey Perry also scored to help Tampa Bay storm back after playing 
poorly while losing the first two games on the road. Kucherov and Hedman had two assists, and Vasilevs-
kiy stopped 37 shots.

“I don’t know why we started the series the way we did. ... But any way you slice it, it’s 2-1 now,” Stam-
kos said.

“A big part, too, is our goaltender,” Cooper added. “For him to go through what he went through two 
nights ago and then perform like he did tonight … not only that, but to have them score first and then 
have the team to respond and back him up, I guess that’s how you get to the places that we’ve been.”

Stamkos, Paul, Maroon and Perry scored in the second period, when the Lightning chased Colorado 
goalie Darcy Kuemper while pulling away.

Gabriel Landeskog had two goals and Mikko Rantanen and Cale Maker each had two assists for the 
Avalanche. Kuemper gave up five goals on 22 shots before he was replaced by Pavel Francouz, who fin-
ished with nine saves.

Game 4 is Wednesday night at Amalie Arena, where the Lightning have won a franchise-record eight 
straight playoff games and Colorado lost on the road for the first time this postseason.

“Right now I feel like we’re still in the driver’s seat up 2-1,” Avalanche star Nathan MacKinnon said. “We’ve 
got to really show up for Game 4, regroup, be better and stay even-keeled.”

Two nights after being limited to just 16 shots in the seven-goal loss in Denver, the Lightning found a 
way to neutralize Colorado’s speed and solve Kuemper to avoid falling to the brink of elimination.
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The defending champs became the first team since 1919 to win a Stanley Cup Final game after losing 

by seven-plus goals the previous game.
“We knew they were too proud to go away,” MacKinnon said. “It’s the Stanley Cup Final, we’re not ex-

pecting to sweep. They obviously didn’t hang their head on losing to us in Game 2, and we’re not going 
to tonight.”

The Avalanche lifted Kuemper after Maroon scored a soft goal that put the Lightning up 5-2 with 8:45 
remaining in the second. Perry reached behind Francouz to tap in a rebound that came off the right post 
to make 6-2 with 5:02 left in the period.

The back-to-back champions overcame a 2-0 series deficit in the Eastern Conference final to eliminate 
the New York Rangers in six games. They’re looking to do it again against Colorado to complete their 
quest for the NHL’s first three-peat in nearly 40 years.

Cirelli and Palat scored in the opening period for the Lightning, who played with a lot more energy than 
in Games 1 and 2, when they appeared to be a step or two slower the speedy, high-scoring Avalanche.

The seven-goal loss in Game 2 raised the question of whether a team that’s played 68 postseason 
games — most by a single club over a span of three playoffs — since 2020 is running out of gas as it 
tries to become the first franchise to win at least three consecutive Stanley Cup titles since the New York 
Islanders won four in a row from 1980-83.

And while, Cooper discounts the toll playing so much playoff hockey has taken on his players, Colorado 
clearly looked like the fresher team in Games 1 and 2 after going 12-2 against Nashville, St. Louis and 
Edmonton in breezing through the first three rounds.

Spurred on by a sellout crowd of more than 19,000, and playing with a sense of urgency absent for much 
of the first two games, the Lightning scored twice in a span of 1:51 to wipe out a 1-0 lead the Avalanche 
took on the first of Landeskog’s two power-play goals.

Cirelli crossed in front of Kuemper to make it 1-1 at 13:03 of the opening period. Palat delivered his 10th 
goal of the playoffs off a pass from Stamkos to give Tampa Bay a lead for the first time in the series.

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said Kuemper didn’t have a good night, but noted: “Neither did our team.”
“I felt like the goals we gave up, we didn’t make them earn them,” the coach added.
Vasilevskiy yielded a second power-play goal to Landeskog, who briefly trimmed a two-goal deficit to 

3-2 before Tampa Bay pulled away for good.
The Lightning became the third team in NHL history score six goals in a Stanley Cup Final after yielding 

at least seven the previous game.

Israel to dissolve parliament, call 5th election in 3 years
By JOSEF FEDERMAN Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s weakened coalition government announced Monday that it would dissolve 

parliament and call new elections, setting the stage for the possible return to power of former Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu or another period of prolonged political gridlock.

The election will be Israel’s fifth in three years, and it will put the polarizing Netanyahu, who has been 
the opposition leader for the past year, back at the center of the political universe.

“I think the winds have changed. I feel it,” Netanyahu declared.
The previous four elections, focused on Netanyahu’s fitness to rule while facing a corruption investiga-

tion, ended in deadlock. While opinion polls project Netanyahu, who is now on trial, as the front-runner, 
it is far from certain that his Likud party can secure the required parliamentary majority to form a new 
government.

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, a former ally and aide of Netanyahu, formed his government a year ago 
with the aim of halting the never-ending cycle of elections. But the fragile coalition government, which 
includes parties from across the political spectrum, lost its majority earlier this year and has faced rebel-
lions from different lawmakers in recent weeks.

Announcing his plan to disband the government during a nationally televised news conference, Bennett 
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said he had made “the right decision” in difficult circumstances.

“Together, we got Israel out of the pit. We accomplished many things in this year. First and foremost, 
we brought to center stage the values of fairness and trust,” Bennett said, standing alongside his main 
partner, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid. “We shifted to a culture of ‘we,’ ‘together.’”

Under their coalition deal, Lapid, who heads the large centrist party Yesh Atid, now becomes the interim 
prime minister until the election, in which he is expected to be the main rival to Netanyahu.

Standing together with Bennett, he thanked his partner for his hard work and for putting the country 
ahead of his personal interests.

“Even if we’re going to elections in a few months, our challenges as a state cannot wait,” Lapid said. 
“What we need to do today is go back to the concept of Israeli unity. Not to let dark forces tear us apart 
from within.”

Bennett’s coalition included a diverse array of parties, from dovish factions that support an end to Israel’s 
occupation of lands captured in 1967 and claimed by the Palestinians, to hard-line parties that oppose 
Palestinian statehood.

Many of the parties had little in common beyond a shared animosity to Netanyahu. Often described as 
a political “experiment,” the coalition made history by becoming the first to include an Arab party.

Bennett listed his government’s accomplishments, including passing a national budget for the first time in 
three years and leading the country through two waves of the coronavirus without imposing a lockdown. 
Under his watch, Israel’s tense border with the Gaza Strip remained largely quiet, though tensions with the 
Palestinians escalated in east Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank. His Arab partner, the Islamic Ra’am 
party, secured unprecedented budgets to fight poverty, neglect and discrimination in Israel’s Arab sector.

On the international stage, Bennett repaired Israel’s bipartisan standing in Washington, which suffered 
after Netanyahu’s close ties with former President Donald Trump. He deepened fledgling ties with Gulf 
Arab countries, repaired frayed relations with Egypt and Jordan, and claimed to have prevented the United 
States from reviving an international nuclear deal with Iran. Bennett even briefly emerged as a mediator 
in the Russia-Ukraine war.

Despite its successes, the coalition eventually unraveled, in large part because several members of Ben-
nett’s own hard-line party objected to what they felt were his pragmatism and moderation.

Netanyahu, meanwhile, whipped up the opposition by accusing Bennett of cooperating with “terror 
supporters” — a reference to his Arab partners in the coalition. A Netanyahu supporter was arrested last 
month on suspicion she sent death threats and bullets to Bennett’s family in the mail.

Palestinian citizens of Israel make up about 20% of the country’s population but are often seen as a fifth 
column and have never before been part of a coalition. Although Netanyahu himself had also courted the 
same Islamist party last year, the criticism appeared to make some of the hard-line members of Bennett’s 
coalition uncomfortable.

The final blow to the government was the looming expiration of a law that grant Israel’s West Bank set-
tlers special legal status.

The law underpins separate legal systems for Jews and Palestinians in the West Bank, a situation that 
three prominent human rights groups say amounts to apartheid. Israel rejects that allegation as an attack 
on its legitimacy.

Parliament had been set to extend the law earlier this month, as it has done for the past 55 years. But 
the hard-line opposition, comprised heavily of settler supporters, paradoxically voted against the bill in 
order to embarrass Bennett. Dovish members of the coalition who normally oppose the settlements voted 
in favor in hopes of keeping the government afloat.

But a handful of coalition members, including Arab lawmakers as well as hard-line nationalists, either 
abstained or voted with the opposition to defeat the bill and cause the coalition to rip apart.

Bennett, a former settler leader, said there would have been “grave security perils and constitutional 
chaos” if he had allowed the law to expire at the end of the month. “I couldn’t let that happen,” he said.

Bennett and Lapid will now present a bill to dissolve parliament in the coming days. Once that passes, 
the country will head to an election, most likely in October.
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The settler law remains in effect and will not expire if the government collapses.
Netanyahu described the imminent dissolution of parliament as “great tidings” for millions of Israelis, and 

he said he would form “a broad nationalist government headed by Likud” after the next election.
But he also vowed to try to form an alternative government before the parliamentary vote by trying to 

persuade some of his opponents to support him. The odds of that appeared slim, given their past never 
to serve under Netanyahu while he is on trial.

“There’s a need to rehabilitate the state of Israel, and we have the ability to do it,” Netanyahu said.
The dissolution threatened to overshadow a visit by President Joe Biden scheduled for next month. A 

statement issued by Biden’s National Security Council said he “looks forward to the visit.”
Israel held four inconclusive elections between 2019 and 2021 that were largely referendums about 

Netanyahu’s ability to rule while on trial for corruption. Netanyahu denies wrongdoing.
Opinion polls have forecast that Netanyahu’s hard-line Likud will once again emerge as the largest single 

party. But it remains unclear whether he would be able to muster the required support of a majority of 
lawmakers to form a new government.

Yohanan Plesner, president of the Israel Democracy Institute, said Monday’s developments were “a clear 
indication that Israel’s worst political crisis did not end when this government was sworn into office.”

1/6 panel to hear from Raffensperger, others Trump pushed
By FARNOUSH AMIRI and LISA MASCARO Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House 1/6 committee is set to hear from the caretakers of American democ-

racy — elections workers and local officials — who fended off Donald Trump’s pressure to overturn the 
2020 presidential election, at times despite frightening personal attacks.

The hearings investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack at the U.S. Capitol resume Tuesday to probe Trump’s 
relentless effort to undo Joe Biden’s victory in the most local way — by leaning on officials in key battle-
ground states to reject ballots outright or to submit alternative electors for the final tally in Congress. The 
pressure was fueled by the defeated president’s false claims of voter fraud which, the panel says, led 
directly to the riot at the Capitol.

Embattled Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger is scheduled to testify about Trump’s phone 
call asking him to “find 11,780” votes that could flip the state to prevent Biden’s election victory.

Raffensperger, with his deputy Gabe Sterling and Arizona’s Republican state House Speaker Rusty 
Bowers, are scheduled to be key witnesses, along with Wandrea “Shay” Moss, a former Georgia election 
worker who, with her mother, have said they faced such severe public harassment from Trump allies they 
felt unable to live normal lives.

“I’m appalled at what I saw,” Bowers said of the hearings in an interview Monday with The Associated 
Press after arriving in Washington. “I think it illuminates something we need to see big time, and take 
stock of ourselves. And I hope it would sober us.”

The Tuesday hearing, the fourth by the panel this month, stems from its yearlong investigation into 
Trump’s unprecedented attempt to remain in power, a sprawling scheme that the chairman of the Jan. 6 
committee has likened to an “attempted coup.”

Tuesday’s focus will review how Trump was repeatedly told his pressure campaign could potentially cause 
violence against the local officials and their families but pursued it anyway, according to a select commit-
tee aide. And it will underscore that fallout from Trump’s lies continues to this day, with elections officers 
facing ongoing public harassment and political challengers trying to take over their jobs.

While the committee cannot charge Trump with any crimes, the Justice Department is watching the 
panel’s work closely. Trump’s actions in Georgia are also the subject of a grand jury investigation, with the 
district attorney expected to announce findings this year.

“We will show during a hearing what the president’s role was in trying to get states to name alternate 
slates of electors, how that scheme depended initially on hopes that the legislatures would reconvene and 
bless it,” Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., told the Los Angeles Times on Monday.
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Schiff, who will lead much of Tuesday’s session, said that the hearing will also dig into the “intimate role” 

the White House chief of staff, Mark Meadows, had in the plot to pressure Georgia state legislators and 
elections officials.

Raffensperger, Georgia’s top election official, rebuffed Trump’s request that he “find” enough votes to 
overturn Biden’s win in the state — a request caught on tape during a phone call days before the Jan. 6 
attack.

During the call, Trump repeatedly cited disproven claims of fraud and raised the prospect of a “criminal 
offense” if Georgia officials did not change the vote count. The state had counted its votes three times 
before certifying Biden’s win by a 11,779 margin.

The public testimony from Raffensperger comes weeks after he appeared before a special grand jury 
in Georgia investigating whether Trump and others illegally tried to intervene in the state’s 2020 election, 
and after Raffensperger beat a Trump-backed challenger in last month’s primary election.

Sterling, Raffensperger’s chief operating officer, became a notable figure in Georgia’s long post-election 
counting, and recounting, of the presidential ballots, with his regular updates often broadcast live to a divided 
nation. At one point, the soft-spoken Republican implored Americans to tone down the heated rhetoric.

“Death threats, physical threats, intimidation — it’s too much, it’s not right,” he said.
Bowers is expected to discuss the pressure he faced to overturn Arizona’s results — requests from Trump 

advisers that the Republican state leader on Monday called “juvenile.”
In an interview with the AP after arriving in Washington ahead of the hearing, Bowers said he is expected 

to be asked about a call with Trump during which lawyer Rudy Giuliani floated an idea to replace Arizona’s 
electors with those who would vote for Trump.

Bowers also revealed a second phone call with Trump in December 2020 that he said was mainly small 
talk, although Trump also referenced their first conversation.

Moss, who had worked for the Fulton County elections department since 2012, and her mother, Ruby 
Freeman, a temporary election worker, filed a defamation lawsuit in December 2021. Moss claimed 
conservative outlet One America News Network and Giuliani falsely spread allegations that she and her 
mother engaged in ballot fraud during the election. The case against OAN has since been dismissed with 
a settlement.

Both Bowers and Moss, along with Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., the panel’s vice chair, were among recipi-
ents of this year’s John F. Kennedy Profiles in Courage award “for their courage to protect and defend 
democracy.”

The select committee also plans Tuesday to untangle the elaborate “fake electors” scheme that was aimed 
at halting Biden’s election win. The plan sought to have representatives in as many as seven battlegrounds 
— Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Nevada and New Mexico — sign certificates falsely 
stating that Trump, not Biden, had won their states.

Conservative law professor John Eastman, a lawyer for Trump, pushed the fake electors in the weeks 
after the election. Trump and Eastman convened hundreds of electors on a call on Jan. 2, 2021, encourag-
ing them to send alternative slates from their states where Trump’s team was claiming fraud.

The fake electors idea was designed to set up a challenge on Jan. 6, 2021 when Congress met in joint 
session, with Vice President Mike Pence presiding over what is typically a ceremonial role to accept the 
states’ vote tallies. But the effort collapsed, as Pence refused Trump’s repeated demands that he simply 
halt the certification of Biden’s win — a power he believed he did not possess in his purely ceremonial role.

The committee says it will also show Tuesday that it has gathered enough evidence through its more 
than 1,000 interviews and tens of thousands of documents to connect the varying efforts to overturn the 
election directly to Trump. At least 20 people in connection with the fake electors scheme were subpoe-
naed by the House panel.

Rob Kardashian and Blac Chyna settle before trial’s sequel
By ANDREW DALTON AP Entertainment Writer
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — A settlement agreement has been reached on the eve of a second trial pitting 

the Kardashian family against former reality TV star Blac Chyna.
Jury selection had been set to begin Monday in the trial over Chyna’s allegations that her former fiance 

Rob Kardashian maliciously posted nude photos of her in 2017 after their tumultuous breakup, but accord-
ing to court documents, the parties informed the judge that they had agreed to a settlement.

Emails to attorneys for both sides seeking comment and details on the terms of the settlement were 
not immediately returned.

A trial had seemed a virtual certainty after the judge last week denied a motion by Kardashian’s attor-
neys to enforce a settlement agreement they said the two sides had reached.

The trial was to be a sequel of sorts to a defamation trial earlier this year in which Chyna, whose legal 
name is Angela White, alleged that Kardashian’s mother and sisters — Kris Jenner, Kim Kardashian, Khloé 
Kardashian and Kylie Jenner — had defamed her as violent and unstable, and persuaded producers and 
executives to cancel her reality show, “Rob & Chyna.”

The Kardashians won a clear-cut victory in that trial May 2. The four women had attended most of the 
proceedings, and all four testified, though they were in New York at the Met Gala when the verdict was 
read.

Rob Kardashian, who has a daughter with Chyna, was not a defendant in that trial, but he gave often 
angry and sometimes sad testimony about the late-night fight that led to the end of their relationship.

Chyna had initially filed one lawsuit against the whole family, but the judge ruled that the allegations 
against Rob — which also included assault accusations — should get their own trial. Fewer members of 
the famous family had been expected to attend the second trial, and only Rob and Kris Kardashian had 
been expected to testify.

At the first trial, jurors found that the Kardashians acted in bad faith in their conversations about the 
couple’s troubles with producers of “Rob & Chyna” and executives from the E! network, which aired it. 
But they found that it had no substantial effect on Chyna’s contract or the fate of the show, and she was 
awarded no damages.

Chyna’s attorney Lynne Ciani said after the verdict that she and her client were disappointed but felt 
vindicated by the jury’s findings, which she said demonstrated that Chyna had not physically abused Rob, 
and validated their claim that the Kardashian women had attempted to interfere with her contract to be 
on the show.

Facebook removes GOP Senate candidate’s ‘RINO hunting’ video
By BRIAN SLODYSKO Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Facebook on Monday removed a campaign video by Republican Missouri U.S. 

Senate candidate Eric Greitens that shows him brandishing a shotgun and declaring that he’s hunting 
RINOs, or Republicans In Name Only.

In the ad, Greitens, a former Missouri governor who resigned in disgrace in 2018, is flanked by a tactical 
unit outside a home on a tree-lined street as he whispers, “The RINO feeds on corruption and is marked 
by the stripes of cowardice,” using a term popularized by former President Donald Trump and his allies to 
deride moderate or establishment Republicans.

The armed tactical team breaks through the front door and throws what appear to be flash-bang gre-
nades inside. Greitens enters an empty living room through the smoke and says: “Join the MAGA crew. 
Get a RINO hunting permit. There’s no bagging limit, no tagging limit and it doesn’t expire until we save 
our country.”

Facebook said the video was removed “for violating our policies prohibiting violence and incitement.” 
Twitter said Greitens’ post violated its rules about abusive behavior but said it was leaving it up because 
it was in the “public’s interest” for the tweet to be viewable. The company’s move prevented the post 
from being shared any further.

The video comes at a time of renewed focus on violence in politics following fatal mass shootings and 
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threats to government officials. Two weeks ago, a man carrying a gun, a knife and zip ties was arrested 
near Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s house after threatening to kill the justice. Around the same 
time, a gunman killed a retired county judge in Wisconsin before fatally shooting himself, and he had a list 
that included the names of Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Republican Senate leader Mitch McConnell 
and Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers.

On Sunday, Republican Rep. Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, one of two Republicans serving on the House 
committee investigating the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection, said he recently received a letter at his home 
threatening “to execute me, as well as my wife and 5-month-old child.”

Greitens is among the Republican candidates in a highly competitive Aug. 2 primary to fill the seat being 
vacated by retiring GOP Sen. Roy Blunt. The provocative new ad appeared as Greitens looks to improve 
his standing in the polls, jolt lackluster fundraising and move past graphic allegations of domestic abuse 
made in a sworn affidavit filed by his ex-wife in March in their child custody case.

Sheena Greitens has alleged that Eric Greitens was physically abusive to her and one of their sons, while 
demonstrating such “unstable and coercive behavior” that steps were taken to limit his access to firearms, 
court documents state.

The former governor has vehemently denied the allegations, but they’ve dogged him on the campaign 
trail. He resigned in 2018 amid criminal investigations and after he was accused of having an extramarital 
affair with his hairdresser and taking a compromising photo of her to keep her from talking about it.

Helen Wade, Sheena Greitens’ lawyer, told The Kansas City Star that she would “absolutely” use the 
new campaign video in the couple’s court case.

“This is over the line,” Wade told the newspaper while indicating she would file court papers to make the 
video an exhibit in the case. Wade did not respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press.

Republican Caleb Rowden, majority leader of the Missouri state Senate, tweeted: “We have been in con-
tact with the Missouri Highway Patrol and hope that former Gov. Greitens finds the help he needs. Anyone 
with multiple accusations of abuse toward women and children should probably steer clear of this rhetoric.”

Other candidates in the Senate race also condemned the video.
Republican state Sen. Dave Schatz called it “completely irresponsible.”
“That’s why I’m running. It’s time to restore sanity and reject this nonsense. Missouri deserves better,” 

Schatz said in a tweet.
Democratic Senate candidate Lucas Kunce tweeted that “terrorists, child abusers, and criminals” like 

Greitens “shouldn’t even be able to get a weapon.”
“Help me beat this guy in November, and I’ll keep our families safe from criminals like him,” Kunce said.
The Missouri Fraternal Order of Police, which has endorsed state Attorney General Eric Schmitt in the 

Republican Senate race, denounced Greitens’ video, saying it shows that Greitens “does not possess the 
sound judgment necessary” to represent the state and that “he has learned nothing from the legal prob-
lems” that preceded his resignation as governor.

Greitens’ campaign dismissed the outrage that erupted over the new ad.
“If anyone doesn’t get the metaphor, they are either lying or dumb,” campaign manager Dylan Johnson 

said in statement.
The firestorm enveloping Greitens follows a well-worn playbook that has helped other Republican can-

didates juice their standing: Make an inflammatory statement or ad, wait for a backlash to develop, then 
cite the backlash while trying to raise money from grassroots donors online. In Greitens’ case, the actions 
taken by the social media giants could prove to be a further boon, tapping into resentment toward large 
technology companies that increasingly courses through the Republican Party.

Once a swing state, Missouri has become more reliably Republican in recent years. But the Senate race 
is nonetheless receiving national attention because some in the GOP establishment are anxious that, if 
Greitens wins the primary, he would be vulnerable against a Democrat in November. With the Senate 
evenly divided, the GOP can’t afford to lose what would otherwise be a safe seat.
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Wife of WNBA’s Griner tells AP scheduled call never happened

By ERIC TUCKER and DOUG FEINBERG Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — WNBA star Brittney Griner tried to call her wife nearly a dozen times through the 

American embassy in Russia on the couple’s fourth anniversary Saturday, but they never connected since 
the phone line at the embassy was not staffed, Cherelle Griner said Monday.

The couple has not spoken by phone in the four months since Griner’s arrest in Russia, where she 
remains jailed. That was to have changed Saturday, when a long-awaited call was to have finally taken 
place after getting Russian government approval. But the day came and went without any contact, leav-
ing an anguished Cherelle Griner to wonder what went wrong and to suspect at least initially that Russian 
authorities had thwarted the call.

On Monday, she said she learned from her wife’s lawyers a more distressing truth: Brittney Griner had 
actually tried to call 11 times over a period of several hours, dialing a number she’d been given at the U.S. 
embassy in Moscow, which the couple had been told would then patch the call through to Cherelle Griner 
in Phoenix. But each time, the call went unanswered because the desk at the embassy where the phone 
rang was apparently unstaffed on Saturday.

“I was distraught. I was hurt. I was done, fed up,” Cherelle Griner told The Associated Press in an inter-
view, recounting how an anniversary she had eagerly anticipated was instead spent in tears. “I’m pretty 
sure I texted BG’s agent and was like: ‘I don’t want to talk to anybody. It’s going to take me a minute to 
get my emotions together, and just tell everybody I’m unavailable right now.’ Because it just knocked me 
out. I wasn’t well, I’m still not well.”

The State Department said Monday that “we deeply regret that Brittney Griner was unable to speak 
with her wife because of a logistical error.” The department reiterated that it has no higher priority than 
the safety of Americans overseas and that it remains in regular contact with families of hostages and 
wrongful detainees.

For Cherelle Griner, the experience has exacerbated already simmering frustrations about the U.S. gov-
ernment’s response to her wife’s case. Though U.S. officials have repeatedly said they are working behind 
the scenes to get the two-time Olympic gold medalist home from Russia, she said she is “very pissed” 
about the snafu, especially since the call had been on the schedule for two weeks and yet no one warned 
her during that time that it might be logistically impossible because of the weekend.

She added: “I find it unacceptable and I have zero trust in our government right now. If I can’t trust you 
to catch a Saturday call outside of business hours, how can I trust you to actually be negotiating on my 
wife’s behalf to come home? Because that’s a much bigger ask than to catch a Saturday call.”

Cherelle Griner said a contact in the U.S. government had apologized to her for the error. She said she’s 
since learned that the one number Brittney Griner had been given to dial typically processes calls from 
prisoners on Mondays through Fridays but not weekends, which is why no one was there to transfer the call.

“But mind you,” Cherelle Griner said in the interview, “this phone call had been scheduled for almost 
two weeks — with a weekend date.”

Brittney Griner, a seven-time WNBA All-Star who plays for the Phoenix Mercury, was detained at a Rus-
sian airport on Feb. 17 after authorities there said a search of her bag revealed vape cartridges containing 
cannabis oil.

The State Department in May designated her as wrongfully detained, moving her case under the su-
pervision of its Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs, effectively the government’s chief hostage 
negotiator. Russian state-run news agency Tass reported last week that her detention had been extended 
until July 3.

Cherelle Griner said she was still hoping to talk to or meet with President Joe Biden, but “at this point 
it’s starting to feel like a no.”

So far, Cherelle Griner says she’s had to rely exclusively on others’ assessments about her wife’s condi-
tion. Lawyers and consular affairs officials have been able to speak with the basketball star, but her wife 
has not.

On the evening before the call, she went to sleep at 5 p.m. so that she’d be awake and alert at midnight 
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to receive the anticipated call from Russia to Phoenix that never came.

“This was such a big moment because this would have been the first time where I truly could tell if she’s 
OK,” Cherelle Griner said, describing it as a “life-or-death” opportunity to discern how her wife was actually 
holding up. “This would have been the first time for me to actually just hear her in real time and to truly 
know if she’s okay or to know if she’s seconds away from not being in existence anymore.”

Colombian voters elect country’s first Black vice president
By MANUEL RUEDA and ASTRID SUAREZ Associated Press
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — As Colombia’s voters put aside a longtime antipathy to leftists and chose 

one as their new president, they also carved out another milestone — electing the country’s first Black 
vice president.

When former leftist rebel Gustavo Petro takes office as president on Aug. 7, a key player in his admin-
istration will be Francia Marquez, his running mate in Sunday’s runoff election.

Marquez is an environmental activist from La Toma, a remote village surrounded by mountains where 
she first organized campaigns against a hydroelectric project and then challenged wildcat gold miners who 
were invading collectively owned Afro-Colombian lands.

The politician has faced numerous death threats for her environmental work and has emerged as a 
powerful spokeswoman for Black Colombians and other marginalized communities.

“She’s completely different than any another person that’s ever had a vice presidency in Colombia,” said 
Gimena Sanchez, the Andes director for the Washington Office on Latin America, a human rights group.

“She comes from a rural area, she comes from the perspective of a campesino woman and from the 
perspective of areas of Colombia that have been affected by armed conflict for many years. Most politi-
cians in Colombia who have held the presidency have not lived in the way she has,” Sanchez said.

She said Marquez will likely be given the mandate to work on gender issues as well as policies affecting 
the nation’s Afro-Colombian population.

In several interviews. Petro has discussed creating a Ministry of Equality, which would be headed by 
Marquez and would work across several sectors of the economy on issues like reducing gender inequalities 
and tackling disparities faced by ethnic minorities.

Marquez said Sunday that part of her mission as vice president will be to reduce inequality.
“This will be a government for those with calluses on their hands. We are here to promote social justice 

and to help women eradicate the patriarchy,” she said on stage while celebrating the election results with 
thousands of supporters at a popular concert venue.

Marquez grew up in a small home built by her family and had a daughter when she was 16, whom she 
raised on her own. To support her daughter, Marquez cleaned homes in the nearby city of Cali and also 
worked at a restaurant while studying for a law degree.

She was awarded the 2018 Goldman Environmental Prize for her successful efforts to remove gold min-
ers from the collectively owned Afro-Colombian lands around her village.

Marquez entered the presidential race last year as a candidate for the Democratic Pole party, though 
she lost out in an inter-party consultation in March to Gustavo Petro. But she gained national recognition 
during the primaries and received 700,000 votes, topping most veteran politicians.

In speeches calling for Colombia to confront racism and gender inequalities and to ensure basic rights 
for the poor, Marquez energized rural voters who have suffered from the country’s long armed conflict as 
well as young people and women in urban areas.

“All of us who work with her now believe in the power of women,” said Vivian Tibaque, a community 
leader in Bogota who worked on Marquez’s campaign. “We believe we can also defend out rights like 
Francia has defended hers.”

Political analysts said Marquez contributed to Petro’s campaign by reaching out to voters who felt ex-
cluded by the political system but did not trust the leftist parties that Petro, a former member of a rebel 
group, has been a part of throughout much of his career.
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They said her presence on Petro’s ticket also motivated Afro-Colombian voters along the Pacific coast, 

where Petro won by big margins Sunday even as he barely won the contest by three percentage points.
“I don’t think Petro could’ve won the presidency without her.” Sanchez said. “There is a lot of distrust 

and suspicion towards the left in Colombia, partly because a lot of the left has been armed at some point 
in time.”

Despite Western arms, Ukraine is outgunned in the east
By ANDREA ROSA and JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press
BAKHMUT, Ukraine (AP) — Holed up in a bombed-out house in eastern Ukraine, Ukrainian troops keep 

a careful accounting of their ammunition, using a door as a sort of ledger. Scrawled in chalk on the door 
are figures for mortar shells, smoke shells, shrapnel shells, flares.

Despite the heavy influx of weapons from the West, Ukrainian forces are outgunned by the Russians in 
the battle for the eastern Donbas region, where the fighting is largely being carried out by way of artillery 
exchanges.

While the Russians can keep up heavy, continuous fire for hours at a time, the defenders can’t match 
the enemy in either weapons or ammunition and must use their ammo more judiciously.

At the outpost in eastern Ukraine, dozens and dozens of mortar shells are stacked up. But the troops’ 
commander, Mykhailo Strebizh, who goes by the nom de guerre Gaiduk, lamented that if his fighters were 
to come under an intense artillery barrage, their cache would, at best, amount to only about four hours’ 
worth of return fire.

Ukrainian authorities say the West’s much-ballyhooed support for the country is not sufficient and is not 
arriving on the battlefield fast enough for this grinding and highly lethal phase of the war.

While Russia has kept quiet about its war casualties, Ukrainian authorities say up to 200 of their soldiers 
are dying each day. Russian forces are gaining ground slowly in the east, but experts say they are taking 
heavy losses.

The United States last week upped the ante with its largest pledge of aid for Ukrainian forces yet: an 
additional $1 billion in military assistance to help repel or reverse Russian advances.

But experts note that such aid deliveries haven’t kept pace with Ukraine’s needs, in part because defense 
industries aren’t turning out weaponry fast enough.

“We’re moving from peacetime to wartime,” said Francois Heisbourg, a senior adviser at the Paris-based 
Foundation for Strategic Research think tank. “Peacetime means low production rates, and ramping up 
the production rate means that you have to first build industrial facilities. … This is a defense-industrial 
challenge which is of a very great magnitude.”

The Kiel Institute for the World Economy in Germany last week reported that the U.S. has delivered about 
half of its pledged commitments in military support for Ukraine, and Germany about one-third. Poland and 
Britain have both come through on much of what they promised.

Many foot soldiers say they can’t even begin to match the Russians shot for shot, or shell for shell.
Earlier this month, Ukraine’s ambassador in Madrid, Serhii Phoreltsev, thanked Spain — which trumpeted 

a shipment of 200 tons of military aid in April — but said the ammunition included was enough for only 
about two hours of combat.

Ukrainian filmmaker-turned-fighter Volodymyr Demchenko tweeted a video expressing gratitude for 
guns sent by the Americans, saying, “It’s nice guns, and 120 bullets to each.” But he lamented: “It’s like 
15 minutes of a fight.”

Part of the problem, too, is that the Ukrainian forces, whose country was once a member of the Soviet 
Union, are more familiar with Soviet-era weaponry and must first be trained on the NATO equipment they 
are getting.

An untold number of Ukrainians have traveled abroad to get training on the Western weapons.
Of the $1 billion pledge from the U.S., only slightly more than one-third of that will be rapid, off-the-shelf 

deliveries by the Pentagon, and the rest will be available over a longer term. The pledge, which includes 
18 howitzers and 36,000 rounds of ammunition for them, addresses Ukraine’s plea for more longer-range 
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weaponry.

That’s still far short of what the Ukrainians want — 1,000 155 mm howitzers, 300 multiple-launch rocket 
systems, 500 tanks, 2,000 armored vehicles and 1,000 drones — as President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
adviser Mikhail Podolyak tweeted last week, before the latest big Western pledges.

“What the Ukrainians have got to do is conduct what military people tend to call a counter-battery 
operation” to respond to Russian artillery fire, said Ben Barry, a former director of the British Army Staff 
who is senior fellow for land warfare at the International Institute for Strategic Studies. “To do this, you 
need accurate weapons with a high rate of fire and a range that allows them to keep out of the way of 
the other side’s artillery.”

“The Ukrainians are saying they don’t have enough long-range rockets to adequately suppress Russian 
artillery,” he said. “I think they’re probably right.”

As it now stands, Ukrainian fighters often have to use “shoot and scoot” tactics — fire, then move before 
the Russians can zero in on them.

Better NATO hardware, even in small quantities, is often welcome.
On a nearby front on Saturday, a Ukrainian unit granted The Associated Press rare access to the firing 

of U.S.-supplied M777 howitzers — towable, 155 mm weapons — on Russian positions.
A lieutenant who goes by the call sign Wasp touted the M777’s precision, speed of fire, simplicity of use 

and the ease with which it is camouflaged, saying the new hardware “raises our spirits” and “demoralizes 
the enemy because they see what the consequences are.”

Denys Sharapov, Ukraine’s deputy minister of defense in charge of procurement, told a publication of 
the U.S.-based National Defense Industrial Association that the weapons systems that have been received 
cover only 10% to 15% of the country’s needs. He noted the breadth of the challenge — a front line with 
1,000 kilometers (620 miles) of active combat.

Interviewed by National Defense magazine in an article published Wednesday, Sharapov said no single 
supplier could satisfy Ukraine’s needs alone.

“Quite unfortunately for us, we have become the biggest consumer of weapons and ammunition in the 
world,” he said.

Friends of Ukraine are digging in for the long haul.
Time may be on Ukraine’s side, the experts say. Ukrainian fighters are both motivated and mobilized — 

all men in the country of 40 million have been called to fight, whereas Russia has so far avoided a call-up 
of conscripts, which could vastly tilt the war in Russia’s favor but may not be popular domestically.

As for how long such fighting could last, analyst Heisbourg said a years-long war of attrition is “quite 
possible.”

New York passes landmark voting rights legislation
By MAYSOON KHAN Associated Press/Report for America
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New York’s governor signed a law Monday intended to prevent local officials from 

enacting rules that might suppress people’s voting rights because of their race.
The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act, named after the late civil rights activist who represented Georgia 

in the U.S. House, makes New York one of the first states to bring back a version of a process known as 
“preclearance” that was gutted by a landmark Supreme Court decision in 2013.

Under the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, states and counites with a record of suppressing the rights 
of Black voters once had to seek U.S. Justice Department approval before changing voting rules.

The court’s ending of that practice, on the grounds that federal oversight was no longer needed, helped 
clear the way for multiple states to enact new rules around voting in recent years.

Now, local governments or school districts with a record of discrimination in New York must gain approval 
from state officials in order to pass certain voting policies.

“We’re going to change our election laws so we no longer hurt minority communities,” Gov. Kathy Hochul, 
a Democrat, said at a bill signing ceremony in Brooklyn.

“I’m so proud to be here to sign this landmark legislation. No state in the nation has stood up with the 
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courage and conviction and the power we have by protecting these important rights,” she said.

The new state law will also expand language assistance for voters who don’t use English as a first lan-
guage, and also provide legal tools to fight discriminatory voting provisions.

An effort in the U.S. Congress to revive parts of the Voting Rights Act failed to make it through the Senate.
Democrats who back the New York legislation said laws like it are still needed.
“Just last week, several important races around the country were won by people who deny the validity 

of elections and who will work to reduce access for voters,” said Sen. Zellnor Myrie.
Adam Lioz, a senior policy counsel for the Legal Defense Fund, said the organization has been working 

for years to push this legislation.
“We believe that this is a way for state leaders to step up and protect votes at a time where Black and 

brown voters are facing the biggest assault on voters rights since Jims Crow,” Lioz said.
The parts of New York required to get preclearance before changing voting laws will be determined by 

state officials based on a formula and list of conditions in the legislation.

Petro faces challenges to deliver Colombians promised change
By REGINA GARCIA CANO and ASTRID SUAREZ Associated Press
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombia for the first time elected a leftist as president, but the slim victory 

is a cue that a large portion of the country rejects the ambitious proposals of Gustavo Petro, who will have 
to consider their concerns and negotiate with a divided Congress to deliver on promises.

Petro, in his third attempt to win the presidency, on Sunday defeated by three percentage points another 
anti-establishment candidate, real estate tycoon Rodolfo Hernández.

They met in a runoff after the election’s first round rejected candidates of the centrist and right-leaning 
politics that have long dominated the South American nation. But Petro, a former rebel who is now presi-
dent-elect, faces a steep road to carry out the changes his supporters want to see as Colombia struggles 
with inequality, inflation and violence.

“Petro has set very high expectations from his proposals, and when he delivered his victory speech, 
he sort of inflated those expectations,” said Silvana Amaya, a senior analyst with the firm Control Risks.

“Therefore, there is a lot of room for disappointment if he does not meet those expectations that the 
people, especially the young population, have right now because they are expecting life to be absolutely 
different from all those social reforms that he is proposing.”

Petro has proposed pension, tax, health and agricultural reforms and changes to how Colombia fights 
drug cartels and other armed groups. He wants the tax reform to finance social programs, including free 
higher education and subsidies for mothers who are heads of households.

His party, the Historic Pact, will have the most seats in the incoming Senate and the second-largest 
number of seats in the House. Still, he will lack a majority when the new Congress opens July 20, which 
likely will force him to make deals, curb some reforms or even ditch others.

Amaya said a negotiated, scaled-down version of Petro’s revenue-raising tax plan could be approved by 
Congress as the absence of one could put into question the government’s finances. But other plans will 
likely stall, she said.

In a nod to the resistance, Petro during his victory speech addressed the other half of Colombia that 
did not vote for him and proposed a “great national dialogue” that includes his staunchest opponents to 
achieve consensus.

“The fact that this platform took him to victory indicates that most Colombians believe that the state 
should take on a greater role in providing social services such as health, social security and education,” 
Erica Fraga, senior analyst with the Economist Intelligence Unit, a research group linked to the Economist 
magazine, said in a statement.

But, Fraga added, “if he does not show a willingness to compromise and moderate some of his radi-
cal proposals, his ability to deliver on his promises will be undermined, causing his popularity to dip and 
increasing the risk of social unrest.”
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President Ivan Duque, a conservative who defeated Petro in 2018 but was not eligible for reelection, 

promised a “harmonious, institutional and transparent transition” before Petro takes office Aug. 7.
Claudia Lozada, a Petro supporter, offered her hopes for the new leader during a celebratory rally Sun-

day night.
“Colombia is praying for your government to be a government of change so that this generation, or at 

least the next generation, can say Petro made the best government because he was the president of the 
people and the president of the youth because it was the people who elected him,” Lozada said.

While the election overturned Colombia’s long stigmatization of the left over a five-decade civil conflict, 
there are many who are leery of Petro, who is now a senator but was a rebel with the now-defunct M-19 
movement before he was pardoned and entered politics.

In his first message as president-elect, Petro sought to allay fears about his administration by assuring 
Colombians that “we are going to develop capitalism in Colombia, not because we adore it, but because 
we first have to overcome pre-modernity in Colombia, feudalism in Colombia, the new slavery.”

By finishing second, Hernández earned a seat in the Senate, but on Monday, he said he had not decided 
whether to take it.

The runoff also gave Colombia for the first time a Black politician as vice president — Francia Márquez, 
a lawyer and environmental leader whose opposition to illegal mining resulted in threats and a grenade 
attack in 2019.

While her election is historic, some see her as a potential obstacle for Petro because of her unwillingness 
to make concessions to traditional parties.

Sergio Guzmán, founder of the firm Colombia Risk Analysis, said Petro must show an openness to shar-
ing Cabinet positions with other parties.

“We witnessed how unproductive Ivan Duque’s first year was by not giving into ‘pork barrel’ politics and 
yielding to the content of his initial package of laws then,” Guzmán said. “It is unlikely that the incoming 
president would like to repeat the same experience.”

Petro has said he will govern for the “nobodies,” meaning minorities and the poor, the latter making up 
39% of the population, according to official figures from 2021.

In his first 100 days in office, Petro says, he aims to implement an emergency plan against hunger, 
introduce a “living income” for mothers who are heads of households and forgive the student loans of 
10,000 people.

Analysts expect Petro’s policies to potentially worsen inflation, which has forced many Colombians to 
face hunger, and they predict it will have a negative impact on long-term growth. Some forecast a market 
selloff Tuesday when trading resumes after Monday’s holiday.

“In short, while we suspect that a Petro presidency may not be as radical as some fear, it’s likely to be 
characterised by growing concerns over public debt and a period of weaker growth,” William Jackson, 
chief emerging markets economist with the London-based Capital Economics firm, said in an analysis note.

Biden says decision on gas tax holiday may come this week
By AAMER MADHANI and JOSH BOAK Associated Press
REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. (AP) — President Joe Biden said Monday that he will decide by the end of the 

week whether he would support a federal gasoline tax holiday, possibly saving U.S. consumers as much 
as 18.4 cents a gallon.

“Yes, I’m considering it,” Biden told reporters after taking a walk along the beach near his vacation home 
in Delaware. “I hope to have a decision based on the data — I’m looking for by the end of the week.”

The administration is increasingly looking for ways to spare the public from higher prices at the pump, 
which began to climb last year and surged after Russia invaded Ukraine in February. Gas prices nationwide 
are averaging just under $5 a gallon, according to AAA.

Biden said members of his team were to meet this week with CEOs of the major oil companies to discuss 
rising prices. Biden lashed out at oil companies, saying they are making excessive profits when people 
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are feeling the crunch of skyrocketing costs at the pump and inflation. But Biden said he would not be 
meeting the oil executives himself.

“I want an explanation for why they aren’t refining more oil,” Biden said.
The Biden administration has already released oil from the U.S. strategic reserve and increased ethanol 

blending for the summer, in additional to sending a letter last week to oil refiners urging them to increase 
their refining capacity. Yet those efforts have yet to reduce price pressures meaningfully, such that the 
administration is now considering a gas tax holiday. Taxes on gasoline and diesel fuel help to pay for 
highways.

The Penn Wharton Budget Model released estimates Wednesday showing that consumers saved at the 
pump because of gas tax holidays in Connecticut, Georgia and Maryland. The majority of the savings went 
to consumers, instead of service stations and others in the energy sector.

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm in a Sunday interview on CNN’s “State of the Union” cautioned that 
“part of the challenge with the gas tax, of course, is that it funds the roads.”

But Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen on Monday noted “consumers are really hurting from higher gas 
prices” and remained open to a gas tax holiday.

“It’s been a substantial burden on American households and I think, while not perfect, it is something 
that should be under some consideration as a policy to address it,” Yellen said in Toronto at a joint press 
conference Monday with Canadian Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland.

A gas tax holiday would likely face an uphill climb for Congressional approval. Democrats hold a slim 
majority, and both Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
have expressed skepticism in the past about such a move.

A White House official, insisting on anonymity to discuss the options on gas prices, said conversations 
are ongoing and Biden wants to explore all possibilities to lower prices.

Oil refiners say their ability to produce additional gas and diesel fuel is limited, meaning that prices could 
remain high unless demand starts to wane.

The American Petroleum Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers sent a joint letter 
to Biden on Wednesday that said refineries are operating near their maximum capacity already and nearly 
half of the capacity taken off line was due to the facilities converting to renewable fuel production.

“Today’s situation did not materialize overnight and will not be quickly solved,” the letter said. “To protect 
and foster U.S. energy security and refining capacity, we urge to you to take steps to encourage more 
domestic energy production,” including new infrastructure and reducing regulatory burdens.

Strolling on the beach with his daughter Ashley, granddaughter Naomi, and his granddaughter’s fiancé, 
Biden stopped frequently to chat with beachgoers who were spending the Juneteenth federal holiday at 
the beach.

He took a moment to offer assurances about inflation — the consumer-price index increased to a nearly 
40-year high of 8.6% in May from the same month a year ago — and growing warnings from economists 
that a recession may be around the corner.

“We’re going to get though this, guys,” Biden told one group of beachgoers.
Last week, the Federal Reserve stepped up its drive to tame inflation by raising its key interest rate by 

three-quarters of a point — its largest increase in nearly three decades — and signaled more large rate 
increases to come.

Former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers told NBC’s “Meet the Press” on Sunday that in his estima-
tion, “the dominant probability would be that by the end of next year we would be seeing a recession in 
the American economy.”

Biden said he spoke with Summers, who served as treasury secretary in the Clinton administration, on 
Monday morning.

“There’s nothing inevitable about a recession,” Biden said.

Yellowstone Park aims for quick reopening after floods
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By MATTHEW BROWN and AMY BETH HANSON Associated Press
GARDINER, Mont. (AP) — Most of Yellowstone National Park should reopen within the next two weeks 

— much faster than originally expected after record floods pounded the region last week and knocked 
out major roads, federal officials said.

Yellowstone Superintendent Cam Sholly said the world-renowned park will be able to accommodate fewer 
visitors for the time being, and it will take more time to restore road connections with some southern 
Montana communities.

Park officials said Sunday they’ll use $50 million in federal highway money to speed up road and bridge 
repairs. There’s still no timetable for repairs to routes between the park and areas of Montana where the 
recovery is expected to stretch for months.

Yellowstone will partially reopen at 8 a.m. Wednesday, more than a week after more than 10,000 visi-
tors were forced out of the park when the Yellowstone and other rivers went over their banks after being 
swelled by melting snow and several inches of rainfall.

Only portions of the park that can be accessed along its “southern loop” of roads will be opened initially 
and access to the park’s scenic backcountry will be for day hikers only.

Within two weeks officials plan to also open the northern loop, after previously declaring that it would 
likely stay closed through the summer season. The northern loop would give visitors access to popular 
attractions including Tower Fall and Mammoth Hot Springs. They’d still be barred from the Lamar Valley, 
which is famous for its prolific wildlife including bears, wolves and bison that can often be seen from the 
roadside.

“That would get 75 to 80% of the park back to working,” National Park Service Director Charles “Chuck” 
Sams said Sunday during a visit to Yellowstone to gauge the flood’s effects.

It will take much longer — possibly years — to fully restore two badly-damaged stretches of road that 
link the park with Gardiner to the north and Cooke City to the northeast.

During a tour of damaged areas on Sunday, park officials showed reporters one of six sections of road 
near Gardiner where the raging floodwaters obliterated most of the roadway.

Muddy water now courses through where the roadbed had been only a week ago. Trunks of huge trees 
litter the the surrounding canyon.

With no chances for an immediate fix, Sholly said 20,000 tons of material were being hauled in to construct 
a temporary, alternate route along an old road that runs above the canyon. That would let employees who 
work at the park headquarters in Mammoth get to their homes in Gardiner, Sholly said. The temporary 
route also could be used by commercial tour companies that have permits to lead guided visits.

“We’ve gotten a lot more done than we thought we would a week ago,” Sholly said. “It’s going to be a 
summer of adjustments.”

The scope of the damage is still being tallied by Yellowstone officials, but based on other national park 
disasters, it could take years and carry a steep price tag to rebuild in an environmentally sensitive land-
scape — with a huge underground plumbing system — where construction season only runs from the 
spring thaw until the first snowfall.

“They’ll have to look at all the resources the park is designed to protect, and try to do this project as 
carefully as possible, but they’re also going to try to go fairly quickly,” said Brett Hartl, government affairs 
director at the Center for Biological Diversity.

Montana counties have also been surveying their damages.
Some of those hardest hit in the disaster — far from the famous park’s limelight — are leaning heavily 

on one another to pull their lives out of the mud.
In and around the agricultural community of Fromberg, the Clarks Fork River flooded almost 100 homes 

and badly damaged a major irrigation ditch that serves many farms. The town’s mayor says about a third 
of the flooded homes are too far gone to be repaired.

In Red Lodge, nearly 150 homes were damaged or destroyed after Rock Creek escaped its banks last 
week.
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In Park County — which includes Livingston, Gardiner and Cooke City — a preliminary assessment of 

437 structures found three residences were destroyed, 76 had moderate to major damage and another 
126 had minor damage. Eight bridges and seven roads were destroyed, while 16 commercial buildings 
suffered moderate to major damage, officials said.

Stillwater County officials were still tallying the damage there on Monday, following heavy rains on the 
weekend that caused the rivers to rise again, said Rich Cowger, the fire chief in Columbus.

One house at the confluence of Rosebud Creek and the Stillwater River near Absarokee remained threat-
ened on Monday, Cowger said.

“If that house goes out, it’s a direct threat to county infrastructure,” he said. People also want to remove 
logjams upstream, but that could also create downstream problems, he said.

Not far from the riverbank in Fromberg, Lindi O’Brien’s trailer home was raised high enough to avoid 
major damage. But she got water in her barns and sheds, lost some of her poultry and saw her recently 
deceased parents’ home get swamped with several feet of water.

Elected officials who showed up to tour the damage in Red Lodge and Gardiner — Montana tourist towns 
that serve as gateways to Yellowstone — haven’t made it to Fromberg to see its devastation. O’Brien said 
the lack of attention is no surprise given the town’s location away from major tourist routes.

She’s not resentful but resigned to the idea that if Fromberg is going to recover, its roughly 400 residents 
will have to do much of the work themselves.

“We take care of each other,” O’Brien said as she and two longtime friends, Melody Murter and Aileen 
Rogers, combed through mud-caked items scattered across her property. O’Brien, an art teacher for the 
local school, had been fixing up her parents’ home with hopes of turning it into a vacation rental. Now 
she’s not sure it’s salvageable.

A few blocks away, Matt Holmes combed through piles of muck and debris but could find little to save 
out of the trailer home that he shared with his wife and four children.

Holmes had taken the day off, but said he needed to get back soon to his construction job so he could 
begin making money again. Whether he can bring in enough to rebuild is unclear. If not, Holmes said he 
may move the family to Louisiana, where they have relatives.

“I want to stay in Montana. I don’t know if we can,” he said.

Crypto investors’ hot streak ends as harsh ‘winter’ descends
By KEN SWEET and FATIMA HUSSEIN The Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — The wealth-generating hot streak for bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies has turned 

brutally cold.
As prices plunge, companies collapse and skepticism soars, fortunes and jobs are disappearing over-

night, and investors’ feverish speculation has been replaced by icy calculation, in what industry leaders 
are referring to as a “crypto winter.”

It’s a dizzying turn of events for investments and companies that at the start of 2022 seemed to be at 
their financial and cultural apex. Crypto-evangelizing companies ran commercials during the Super Bowl 
and spent heavily to sponsor sports arenas and baseball teams. The industry’s combined assets back then 
were estimated to be worth more than $3 trillion; today, they are worth less than a third of that. Maybe.

On Monday, the price of bitcoin traded at $20,097, more than 70% below its November peak of around 
$69,000. Another leading cryptocurrency, Ethereum, was trading near $4,800 at its November peak; it is 
now less than $1,000.

Bitcoin and other cryptocurrency prices have been sliding all year, a decline that accelerated as the 
Federal Reserve signaled that interest rates would be moving higher to try and snuff out inflation. What 
is happening to crypto is, in part, an extreme version of what is happening to stocks, as investors sell 
riskier assets at a time when the threat of recession is rising.

But the crypto sell-off is more than that, experts say; it signals growing trepidation on Wall Street and 
Main Street about the industry’s fundamentals, which right now are looking shaky.



Tuesday, June 21, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 349 ~ 43 of 65

Groton Daily Independent
“There was this irrational exuberance,” said Mark Hays at Americans for Financial Reform, a consumer 

advocacy group. “They did similar things leading up to the 2008 crisis: aggressively market these products, 
promise returns that were unreasonable, ignore the risks, and would dismiss any critics as folk who just 
didn’t get it.”

Hays and others are also drawing comparisons to the 2008 housing-market meltdown because the col-
lapse in bitcoin and other digital coins has coincided with crypto industry versions of bank runs and a lack 
of regulatory oversight that is stirring fears about just how bad the damage could get.

Unlike housing, the crypto industry isn’t large enough to trigger major turmoil across the wider economy 
or financial system, analysts say.

But recent events have nevertheless shattered many investors’ confidence:
— The so-called stablecoin Terra collapsed in a matter of days in May, wiping out $40 billion in inves-

tor wealth. In the crypto business, stablecoins are marketed as a safe investment and the price of each 
one is typically pegged to a traditional financial instrument, like the U.S. dollar. Terra instead relied on an 
algorithm to keep its price steady near $1 — and partly backed up its value with bitcoin.

— A company called Celsius Network, which operates like a bank for crypto holders, last week froze 
the accounts of its 1.7 million customers. Celsius took deposits, paid interest, and made loans and other 
investments with its customers’ cryptocurrencies, once valued at close to $10 billion. Unlike a real bank, 
there is no federal insurance backstopping these customers’ deposits.

— Shortly after Celsius froze accounts, the founder of Three Arrows Capital, a Singapore-based hedge 
fund that specializes in cryptocurrencies, addressed rumors of its imminent collapse with a mysterious tweet: 
“We are in the process of communicating with relevant parties and fully committed to working this out.”

Extended periods of pessimism for stocks are called bear markets. In the world of crypto, bouts of 
heavy selling prompt references to the HBO series “Game of Thrones,” which popularized the ominous 
warning: “winter is coming.”

Last week, the CEO and co-founder of Coinbase, one of the largest crypto exchanges, announced that 
the company would be laying off roughly 18% of its employees, and he said a wider recession could make 
the industry’s troubles even worse. “A recession could lead to another crypto winter, and could last for an 
extended period,” the CEO, Brian Armstrong, said.

This isn’t the first crypto winter. In 2018, bitcoin fell from $20,000 to less than $4,000. But analysts say 
this time feels different.

Hilary Allen, a law professor at American University who has done research on cryptocurrencies, said 
she’s not worried about the latest industry turmoil spilling over into the broader economy. However, among 
crypto investors, problems may be brewing under the surface.

“There are hedge funds who have bank loans who have made bets on crypto, for example,” she said.
And anytime investors borrow money to magnify the size of their bets — something known in the finan-

cial world as ‘’leverage’’ — the concern is that losses can pile up fast.
“People are trying to do analytics, but there’s a lack of transparency and it’s hard to understand how 

much leverage is in the system,” said Stefan Coolican, a former investment banker and now advisory 
board member at Ether Capital.

For these reasons, and others, there has been a push in Washington to more closely regulate the crypto 
industry, an effort that is gaining steam.

“We believe the recent turmoil only underscores the urgent need for regulatory frameworks that mitigate 
the risks that digital assets pose,” the Treasury Department said in a statement.

Amid all the chilly warnings, though, hope still springs eternal for some crypto investors.
Jake Greenbaum, a 31-year-old known as Crypto King on Twitter, said he has recently lost at least $1 

million on his crypto investments — “a nice chunk of my portfolio.” While he believes things could get 
worse before they get better, he is not throwing in the towel.

Things look bad now, he said, “so this is where you want to start positioning back in.”
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Arizona fires sweep land rich with ancient sites, artifacts

By FELICIA FONSECA Associated Press
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — As Jason Nez scans rugged mountains, high desert and cliffsides for signs of 

ancient tools and dwellings unique to the U.S. Southwest, he keeps in mind that they’re part of a bigger 
picture.

And, fire is not new to them.
“They have been burned many, many times, and that’s healthy,” said Nez, a Navajo archaeologist and 

firefighter. “A lot of our cultural resources we see as living, and living things are resilient.”
As a pair of wildfires skirt this mountainous northern Arizona city, the flames are crossing land dense 

with reminders of human existence through centuries — multilevel stone homes, rock carvings and pieces 
of clay and ceramic pots that have been well-preserved in the arid climate since long before fire suppres-
sion became a tactic.

Today, firefighting crews increasingly are working to avoid or minimize damage from bulldozers and other 
modern-day tools on archaeological sites and artifacts, and protect those on public display to ensure his-
tory isn’t lost on future generations.

“Some of those arrowheads, some of those pottery sherds (broken ceramics) you see out there have 
that power to change the way we look at how humans were here,” Nez said.

The crews’ efforts include recruiting people to advise them on wildlife and habitat, air quality and ar-
chaeology. In Arizona, a handful of archaeologists have walked miles in recent months locating evidence 
of meaningful past human activity in and around scorched areas and mapping it for protection.

Just last week, a crew spotted a more than 1,000-year-old semi-buried dwelling known as a pit house.
“We know this area is really important to tribes, and it’s ancestral land for them,” said U.S. Forest Service 

archaeologist and tribal relations specialist Jeanne Stevens. “When we do more survey work, it helps add 
more pieces to the puzzle in terms of what’s on the landscape.”

It’s not just the scattered ruins that need protecting.
The nearby Wupatki National Monument — a center of trade for Indigenous communities around the 

1100s — was evacuated because of wildfire twice this year. Exhibits there hold priceless objects, includ-
ing 800-year-old corn, beans and squash, along with intact stone Clovis points used for hunting that date 
back some 13,000 years.

Before the first wildfire hit in April, forcing the evacuation of the monument and hundreds of homes 
outside Flagstaff, there was no set plan on how quickly to get the artifacts out because wildfire wasn’t 
seen as an imminent threat to Wupatki.

“Now with climate change, conditions have become different, hence a new plan,” monument curator 
Gwenn Gallenstein said.

Gallenstein assembled nested boxes with cavities for larger items and foam pouches for arrowheads and 
other smaller artifacts. She had photographs for each item so whoever was tasked with the packaging 
would know exactly where to put them, she said.

Gallenstein created a training plan on how to pack up ceramic pots, bone tools, sandals, textiles woven 
from cotton grown in the area and other things before another large wildfire broke out June 12 and the 
monument was closed again. No one expected to put the plan into action so soon.

The fires have so far avoided the facility. Several boxes of items that trace back to what archaeologists 
say are distinct Indigenous cultures were taken to the Museum of Northern Arizona for safekeeping.

Some Hopi clans consider those who lived at Wupatki their ancestors. Navajo families later settled the 
area but slowly left, either voluntarily or under pressure by the National Park Service, which sought to 
eliminate private use of the land once it became a monument in 1924.

The monument has some 2,600 archaeological sites across 54 square miles (141 square kilometers), 
representing a convergence of cultures on the Colorado Plateau in the Four Corners where New Mexico, 
Arizona, Colorado and Utah meet. The region includes the Grand Canyon, the Painted Desert, Hopi me-
sas, volcanic cinder fields, the largest contiguous ponderosa pine forest in the U.S. and the San Francisco 
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Peaks — a mountain sacred to 13 Native American tribes.

“That gives you an idea of the density of the cultural history here, and that continues outside the national 
monument boundaries into the national forest,” said Lauren Carter, the monument’s lead interpretive ranger.

The Coconino National Forest on the southern edge of the plateau has surveyed just 20% of its 2,900 
square miles (7,510 square kilometers) and logged 11,000 archaeological sites, Stevens said. Forest restora-
tion work that includes mechanical thinning and prescribed burns has given archaeologists an opportunity 
to map sites and log items. More discoveries are expected because of the current wildfires, especially in 
the more remote areas, Stevens said.

The arid climate has helped preserve many of the artifacts and sites. But it’s also the type of environ-
ment that is prone to wildfires, particularly with a mix of fierce winds and heat that were all too common 
in the U.S. West this spring as megadroughts linked to climate change baked the region.

Stevens recalled working on a wildfire in 2006 in the White Mountains of eastern Arizona and a prison 
crew coming across a great kiva — a circular stone structure built into the earth and used for ceremonies. 
“That was something that was really notable,” she said. “Where we’ve been having fires lately, we do have 
a lot of survey and a lot of knowledge, but we’re always ready for that new discovery.”

Nez, too, has made rare finds, including two Clovis points and village sites on a mountainside that he 
wasn’t expecting to see.

“There’s going to be pottery sherds, there’s going to be projectile points,” he tells firefighting crews and 
managers. “In Native cultures, those things are out there, and we respect them by leaving them alone.”

Title IX: WNBA owner among women athletes running businesses
By TIM BOOTH AP Sports Writer
SEATTLE (AP) — Ginny Gilder wasn’t well versed on what Title IX meant until she was a freshman at Yale, 

competing for the rowing team and taking part in one of the most famous protests surrounding the law.
The co-owner of the WNBA’s Seattle Storm was right in the middle of the “Yale Strip-In” in 1976 to protest 

inequities in the treatment of men and women rowers at the school.
“What happened for me personally, I always say ... the experience radicalized me,” Gilder said. “Because 

I grew up in New York City, Upper East Side. I was a Park Avenue, private school girl. I mean, you want 
to talk privilege, that would be me. So it was the first time I ever experienced discrimination.”

As Title IX marks its 50th anniversary this year, Gilder is one of countless women who benefited from 
the enactment and execution of the law and translated those opportunities into becoming leaders in their 
professional careers.

Participating in that demonstration ignited a drive in Gilder. It helped propel her to become an Olympic 
silver medalist in rowing at the 1984 Los Angeles Games. It helped her build a successful business career 
as an investor and philanthropist. It also helped Gilder accept her sexuality in the late 1990s.

She is now part of the ownership group that purchased the Storm in 2008 and kept the franchise stable 
in its hometown.

“I think a lot of what I learned in the business world is you got to go for what you want, and not what 
you want, like in a personal way, but in terms of what your vision is for the world and for the change you 
want to make,” Gilder said. “And certainly that was an experience that I learned from becoming an athlete.

“But it really was an experience I learned from that protest,” Gilder added. “That you got to push if you’re 
not happy, you’re not satisfied with how things are. You got to get out there and roll up your sleeves.”

Gail Koziara Boudreaux also has used her competitive drive to succeed off the basketball court.
The career scoring and rebounding leader at Dartmouth has been president and CEO of Anthem, Inc. 

since 2017.
Boudreaux, a three-time Ivy League Player of the Year and a four-time Ivy League shot put champ, said 

historically there has not been a lot of female CEOs — and of those who have, she said quite a few have 
been former athletes.

“If you look at many of us, we do have sports backgrounds at various levels,” Boudreaux said. “And I 
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think it feeds into the competitiveness and our fearlessness about taking challenges on and not being 
afraid to step in, you know, step in and play the game.”

Thanks to Title IX providing more women with opportunities as a result of the growth in participation at 
every level — from youth sports to college, Boudreaux believes the number of female CEOs will inevitably 
increase and level the corporate playing field. It’s one reason Boudreaux endowed a coaching position at 
her alma mater along with her company investing.

“I think it’s important for us to give back to things that helped us pay it forward and also to be an im-
portant, socially responsible company in the community,” Boudreaux said.

Jacqie McWilliams knows firsthand what doors can be opened when someone is given an opportunity.
She is the first Black female commissioner of the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association. McWilliams 

also has been on the NCAA Gender Equity Task Force since 2016. Previously, she spent nine years man-
aging NCAA championships.

McWilliams was a conference player of the year in both basketball and volleyball at Hampton. She sees 
a responsibility to give back to the pipeline that gave her so much.

“As a commissioner,” McWilliams said, “I have access to a whole lot of things, a platform in a position 
of power that I think it’s quite humbling that I do have a place that I can bring others forward, that I can 
advocate in rooms that some may not ever get into, even as a Black female.”

McWilliams and others have fought many battles along the way and understand there is still much prog-
ress that needs to be made. Fighting for that equality has taken on different forms over the past 50 years.

McWilliams cited the social media posts that pointed out the equity issues at the 2021 NCAA Tournaments.
“I don’t think there’s a time now that we can no longer invest ... in the same way that we’ve done in 

the past,” McWilliams said.
For Gilder, that has meant putting her passion into trying to make the WNBA a thriving enterprise, both 

with the team she co-owns and throughout the league as a whole. She is also an advocate for growth 
and change within her league.

“There is a huge acknowledgement that the WNBA, and certainly the Storm, offer an authentic expression 
for any human or company that cares about diversity, equity (and) inclusion,” Gilder said. “We wouldn’t 
exist as a league without Title IX. It’s authentic to us to advocate for social change.

“That’s not something we do in our spare time,” she added. “That’s who we are, and the culture has 
kind of shifted a little to support that and acknowledge how important it is.”

But Gilder notes that bias is still prevalent in society. She said while it’s not as overt as it once was prior 
to the enactment of the law, it’s such that there needs to be a continued push for equity.

“You have to normalize how people think about things and that is one by one,” Gilder said. “But you do 
it one by one enough, it starts to become a wave. It’s like any kind of change. And at certain point, things 
just start flipping over and what seemed like a radical idea is accepted as the status quo.”

Mali government says jihadi rebels kill 132 civilians
By BABA AHMED Associated Press
BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — Recent attacks by jihadi rebels in central Mali have killed 132 civilians, the govern-

ment announced Monday.
The killings happened when several villages in the Bankass area were attacked on Saturday and Sunday, 

the government said in a statement Monday.
Three days of national mourning starting Tuesday have been declared by the head of the ruling junta, 

Col. Assimi Goita.
The government said the attacks were carried out by jihadi rebels of the Katiba group.
The attacks had earlier been reported by Moulaye Guindo, the mayor of Bankass, the biggest town near 

the attacked villages.
The attacks show that Islamic extremist violence is spreading from Mali’s north to more central areas 

like Bankass.
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For several weeks extremist rebels in central Mali have been blocking the road between the northern 

city of Gao and Mopti in central Mali.
The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Mali issued a statement about the attacks on Twitter saying 

it is concerned by “attacks against civilians in the Bandiagara region (the area of central Mali) perpetrated 
by extremist groups. These attacks have reportedly caused casualties and displacement of populations.”

In a separate incident, a U.N. peacekeeper died on Sunday from injuries sustained from an improvised 
explosive device, the U.N. mission to Mali said in a statement.

The head of the U.N. Mission to Mali, El-Ghassim Wane, said that since the beginning of 2022, several 
attacks have killed U.N. uniformed peacekeepers.

He said that attacks on peacekeepers can constitute war crimes under international law and reaffirmed 
the mission’s commitment to supporting peace and security in Mali.

Since the beginning of the year, several hundred civilians have died in attacks in central and northern 
Mali. The attacks are blamed on jihadi rebels as well as the Malian army, according to a report by the 
human rights division of the U.N. mission in Mali, known as MINUSMA.

The U.N. peacekeeping mission in Mali began in 2013, after France led a military intervention to oust 
extremist rebels who had taken over cities and major towns in northern Mali the year before. The mission 
now has about roughly 12,000 troops in Mali and an additional 2,000 police and other officers. More than 
270 peacekeepers have died in Mali, making it the U.N.’s deadliest peacekeeping mission, say officials.

France reshaped: Election emboldens Le Pen, undercuts Macron
By SYLVIE CORBET and BARBARA SURK Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — France faced an ecstatic Marine Le Pen on Monday after her party’s far-right candidates 

sent shockwaves through the political establishment and helped deny President Emmanuel Macron’s cen-
trist alliance a majority in parliament.

The surprising breakthrough for the far right — alongside a surge in support for hard-left candidates — 
undercuts Macron’s leadership, threatens his plans to raise the country’s retirement age and cut taxes, 
and reshapes France’s political landscape.

Le Pen’s National Rally party didn’t win the two-round parliamentary election that ended Sunday. But it 
secured more than 10 times the seats it won five years ago.

It’s an outcome she’s long dreamed of, the result of more than a decade of grassroots work to woo 
disillusioned working class voters and scrub her party of its racist, antisemitic image so that it’s seen as 
a party like any other. One, she hopes, that could rule France one day.

It was only in April that Le Pen lost the presidential election to Macron. But now it was her turn to gloat, 
since she knows she can use the seats in the National Assembly to thwart Macron’s domestic agenda and 
even trigger a no-confidence vote.

Beaming with pride, she called the outcome a “historic victory” and a “seismic event” in French politics. 
Antiracism groups quickly sounded the alarm over her anti-immigration, anti-Muslim agenda.

Le Pen’s National Rally got 89 seats in the 577-member parliament, up from a previous total of eight. On 
the other side of the political spectrum, the leftist Nupes coalition, led by hard-liner Jean-Luc Mélenchon, 
won 131 seats to become the main opposition force.

Macron’s alliance Together! won 245 seats — but fell 44 seats short of a majority in the National As-
sembly, France’s most powerful house of parliament.

The strong support for political extremes reflects a frustration with Macron’s leadership that first erupted 
in 2018 with the yellow vest movement against perceived economic injustice, and has periodically resur-
faced among those who see him as too pro-business, arrogant or tone-deaf to everyday concerns.

The strong performance of both Le Pen’s National Rally and Mélenchon’s coalition — composed of his 
hard-left France Unbowed party as well as the Socialists, Greens and Communists — will make it harder 
for Macron to implement the agenda he was reelected on in May, including tax cuts and raising France’s 
retirement age from 62 to 65.
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“Macron is a minority president now,” a beaming Le Pen declared Monday in Hénin-Beaumont, her 

stronghold in northern France. “His retirement reform plan is buried.”
She said the National Rally will seek to chair the parliament’s powerful finance committee.
The National Rally, previously known as the National Front, has been a political force in France for decades. 

But the two-round voting system had until now prevented it from achieving big scores in parliamentary 
elections.

Political analyst Brice Teinturier, deputy director-general of Ipsos polling institute, said on France Inter 
radio that Sunday’s result “means that the National Rally is ‘institutionalizing’ itself.”

Le Pen lost to Macron in April with 41.5% of the votes against 58.5% — her highest-ever level of support 
in her three attempts to become France’s leader.

Since taking over the party in 2011, Le Pen has worked to remove the stigma attached to the National 
Front under the leadership of her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, convicted repeatedly of racism and antisemi-
tism. By softening some of her views and rhetoric, she sought to make the party move from a protest 
movement to an opposition force perceived as being able to govern. She even changed the party’s name, 
which critics call a ruse to gloss over its dark past.

Le Pen’s National Rally now has a sufficient number of legislators to constitute a formal group at the 
National Assembly and request seats in parliamentary committees, including those focusing on defense 
and foreign policy.

In addition, the National Rally party now has enough seats — more than 58 — to trigger a censure mo-
tion against the government that can lead to a no-confidence vote.

The new Assembly will start working next week.
Meanwhile, France is heading toward a government reshuffle. Three ministers — out of 15 who were 

running — have lost the election and will need to resign under rules set by Macron.
The president could also use the reshuffle to offer some jobs in the government to new potential allies.
Macron himself hasn’t commented on the election results yet.
His government will still have the ability to rule, but only by bargaining with legislators. The centrists 

could try to negotiate on a case-by-case basis with lawmakers from the center-left and from the conserva-
tive party, with the goal of preventing opposition lawmakers from being numerous enough to reject the 
proposed measures.

The government could also occasionally use a special measure provided by the French Constitution to 
adopt a law without a vote.

Macron’s diplomatic policies aren’t expected to be affected in an immediate future, including France’s 
strong support for Ukraine. In line with the French Constitution, Macron keeps substantial powers over 
foreign policy, European affairs and defense no matter what difficulties his alliance may face in parliament.

Teinturier, the political analyst, said the new composition of the National Assembly echoes “the desire 
of the French people to rebalance” the results of the presidential election.

“There was clearly the will to not give all the powers and a straight majority to Emmanuel Macron and 
to impose on him some constraints, some kind of placement under supervision,” he said.

College basketball player killed in NYC shooting; 8 wounded
NEW YORK (AP) — A college basketball player was killed and eight other people were wounded Monday 

in an early-morning shooting at a gathering in Harlem, New York City police said.
Officers responded around 12:40 a.m. to reports of a shooting on a footpath along FDR Drive and found 

several people wounded. Other victims went to hospitals on their own, officials said.
Darius Lee, a 21-year-old senior at Houston Baptist University in Texas, was killed, the university said. 

He grew up in Harlem, attended St. Raymond High School for Boys in the Bronx and was back home for 
summer break.

The wounded included six other males and two females, police said.
“This Father’s Day weekend is a weekend where people were supposed to be able to enjoy themselves 



Tuesday, June 21, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 349 ~ 49 of 65

Groton Daily Independent
with their families,” NYPD Commissioner Keechant Sewell said at a news conference.

The investigation was ongoing Monday and police didn’t immediately have details about the gathering, 
possible suspects or what may have led to the shooting.

A gun was recovered from the scene, police said.
The New York Daily News reported that the gathering was a cookout organized by Harlem rapper Rich 

Rhymer, who posted invitations on his Instagram account. He noted that his two prior cookouts had been 
free of violence and wrote: “LETS GO FOR A 3PEAT.”

Lee, a guard and forward, played basketball at a community college in New York’s Sullivan County be-
fore enrolling at Houston Baptist University. He was scheduled to graduate in December with a bachelor’s 
degree in sports management, the university said.

Lee was recently named the university’s Male Student-Athlete of the Year. He led the team in scoring 
and rebounding last season, and finished sixth in the nation in steals per game, earning a second team 
All-Southland Conference selection.

Houston Baptist Coach Ron Cottrell described Lee as a “remarkable young man” and a “joy to coach.”
“We are in shock and cannot wrap our heads around this news,” Cottrell said in a statement posted on 

the university’s website. “My heart breaks for his mom, his sister and his entire family, and for our bas-
ketball team... As great of a basketball player as he was, he was an even better person.”

The shooting comes amid national concern over gun violence and as the U.S. Supreme Court is consid-
ering whether to strike down a law that makes it difficult to legally carry a handgun in New York.

Shootings are down 11% so far this year in New York City, compared to last year. Murders are down 
12% but are still at their second-highest level since 2012.

Shots for tots: COVID vaccinations start for little US kids
By LINDSEY TANNER and ANGIE WANG Associated Press
Little Fletcher Pack woke up Monday morning and asked: “Is today vaccine day?”
For the 3-year-old from Lexington, South Carolina, the answer was yes.
The nation’s infants, toddlers and preschoolers are finally getting their chance at COVID-19 vaccination 

as the U.S. rolls out shots for tots this week. Shipments arrived in some locations over the weekend and 
some spots, including a Walgreens in South Carolina and another in New York City, opened up appoint-
ments for Monday.

Fletcher’s mother said that once her son is fully vaccinated, he can finally go bowling and visit the nearby 
children’s museum.

“He’s never really played with another kid inside before,” McKenzie Pack said. “This will be a really big 
change for our family.”

She began seeking an appointment last week as U.S. regulators took steps to OK the vaccines for kids 
6 months to 5 years old.

“It’s just relief,” said Pack. “With this vaccine, that’ll be his best shot at going back to normal and having 
a normal childhood.”

The Food and Drug Administration greenlighted the Moderna and Pfizer kid shot s on Friday and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended them Saturday. In the U.S., COVID-19 vaccines 
were first tested and given in late 2020 to health care workers and older adults. Teens and school-age 
kids were added last year.

“This is certainly an exciting moment in what has become a very long campaign to vaccinate people 
against COVID-19,”said Dr. Matthew Harris, an emergency room pediatrician at Northwell Cohen Children’s 
Medical Center in New York.

Many parents have been anxiously awaiting the rollout, and Harris said shots for his own 9-month-old 
are a “matter of when, not if.’’

Roughly 18 million youngsters under 5 are eligible.
“It’s just a huge step toward normalcy,’’ said Dr. Debra Langlois, pediatrician at University of Michigan 

Health C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital.
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“We’re two-plus years into this pandemic and there’s things that my 4-year-old has never been able to 

do,’’ Langlois said.
The family skipped a trip to Disneyland and a popular Michigan vacation island because the ferry ride to 

Mackinac Island would mean mingling with unmasked passengers.
President Joe Biden, public health authorities and pediatricians hailed the moment. But they also ac-

knowledged that getting some parents on board may be a challenge given disappointing vaccination rates 
— about 30% — in school-age kids.

The American Academy of Pediatrics and American Medical Association were among physician groups 
that encouraged doctors and families to get young children vaccinated.

The CDC advises vaccination even for those who already had COVID-19 to protect against reinfection, 
and says it is OK to get other vaccines at the same time. For the littlest kids, there’s Pfizer’s three-shot 
series or Moderna’s two shots.

In New York’s largely Latino neighborhood of Washington Heights, Dr. Juan Tapia Mendoza’s clinic has 
ordered 300 doses of the tot-sized vaccines. He said he needs educational materials that directly address 
misinformation spreading among parents.

His approach will be to tell parents “if they were my kids, I would vaccinate them.”
“Because the virus is still around. A lot of people are still dying because of coronavirus Kids do get in-

fected and some kids get severely affected and nobody wants to see a child very sick.”
Some hospitals planned vaccination events later this week. Chicago is among locations that offer CO-

VID-19 shots in people’s homes and planned to open registration this week for home appointments for 
infants and other young children, said Maribel Chavez-Torres, a deputy commission for the city’s Depart-
ment of Public Health.

Dr. Pam Zeitland, director of pediatric medicine at National Jewish Health in Denver, recommends parents 
get their kids vaccinated as soon as possible.

“Some parents are afraid that the younger the child, the more vulnerable they might be to vaccine side 
effects,’’ Zeitland said, but that’s not what Pfizer and Moderna studies found. Side effects were similar to 
what is seen with other childhood vaccines — fever, irritability and fatigue.

Clela Rorex, who issued 1st same-sex marriage licenses, dies
BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — Clela Rorex, a former Colorado county clerk considered a pioneer in the gay 

rights movement for being the first public official to issue a same-sex marriage license in 1975, has died. 
She was 78.

Rorex died Sunday of complications from recent surgery at a hospice care facility in Longmont, the Daily 
Camera reported.

Rorex was a newly elected Boulder County clerk when a gay couple denied a marriage license elsewhere 
sought her help in March 1975. She told The Associated Press in 2014 that she saw a parallel with the 
women’s movement and found nothing in state law preventing it.

The then-31-year-old agreed and, in the end, issued a total of six licenses to gay couples before Colo-
rado’s attorney general at the time ordered her to stop.

State and federal law didn’t recognize gay marriage at the time. Rorex recalled that she had little public 
support and didn’t challenge the attorney general.

A recall effort was launched against Rorex, a single mother and University of Colorado graduate student. 
Suffering from chronic migraines and dealing with hate mail, she resigned halfway through her term.

Colorado legalized gay marriage in 2014 after a state court and a Denver federal court struck down a 
2006 ban enacted by state voters. A 2015 U.S. Supreme Court decision recognized the fundamental right 
nationwide.

Jared Polis, Colorado’s first openly gay governor, paid tribute to Rorex upon learning of her passing.
“Her certification of same-sex marriages (until the Attorney General shut her down) was a pivotal mo-

ment in the long struggle for marriage equality that led to Obergefell v. Hodges in 2015, which legalized 
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marriage equality nationally,” Polis wrote on Facebook. “So many families, including First Gentleman Marlon 
Reis and I, are grateful for the visionary leadership of Clela Rorex, a woman ahead of her time.”

Glenda Russell, a retired writer and LGTBQ community historian, told the Camera that Rorex faced sig-
nificant backlash after issuing the first license.

“Nationally at the time, most people didn’t take it too seriously because they didn’t worry about it happen-
ing again, but in Boulder, the reaction was forceful and mean spirited. She got hit with all the homophobia 
and heterosexism that the LGBTQ community was facing,” Russell said.

In later years, Rorex advocated for gay and lesbian rights, speaking in schools and expressing exaspera-
tion with the slow pace of change.

According to Out Boulder County, an LGTBQ advocacy organization, Rorex was born in Denver on July 
23, 1943. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Colorado before running for county 
clerk and recorder. After resigning as clerk in 1977 she obtained post-graduate degrees and served a legal 
administrator for the Native American Rights Fund.

A celebration of life was planned for July 23, Out Boulder County said.
The county courthouse in Boulder where she issued the licenses has been added to the National Register 

of Historic Places.

Black Americans living abroad reflect on Juneteenth holiday
By ANNIKA WOLTERS Associated Press
BANGKOK (AP) — As the United States marks only the second federally recognized Juneteenth, Black 

Americans living overseas have embraced the holiday as a day of reflection and an opportunity to educate 
people in their host countries on Black history.

President Joe Biden moved quickly last year to federally recognize the day Black Americans have been 
celebrating since the last enslaved people were told they were free in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, 
two years after President Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 Emancipation Proclamation.

In Liberia, Saqar Ahhah Ahershu, 45, from Jersey City, New Jersey, organized the country’s first “Journey 
Home Festival.”

“Because this is part of that hidden African American history that still hasn’t been completely unpacked,” 
he said in Monrovia.

Liberia, Africa’s oldest independent republic, was founded by freed slaves repatriated to West Africa from 
the United States in 1822, exactly 200 years ago this year. The weekend event includes a trip to Providence 
Island, where former slaves settled before moving into what is now mainland Monrovia.

While there are no official statistics tracking Black Americans moving abroad, many are discussing it 
more openly after the police killing of George Floyd. In the aftermath, many African Americans saw the 
U.S. “from the outside in” and made up their minds not to return.

Tashina Ferguson, a 26-year-old debate coach, was living in New York at the time of Eric Garner’s death.
She moved to South Korea in 2019 and planned to celebrate Juneteenth on Sunday with a group of drag 

performers at a fundraising brunch for the Marsha P. Johnson Institute.
She has mixed feeling about the newest federal holiday.
“The commerciality of Juneteenth has become this like whole, ‘Put it on a T-shirt, put it on ice cream 

tubs’ type of thing,” she said. “But as a Black person within the Black community I’m like, ‘Yeah, let’s 
celebrate us.’”

She said that only a powerful change would make her consider returning to the U.S.
Chrishan Wright in New Jersey regularly speaks with Black Americans who plan to or already have made 

the move abroad.
Wright, 47, hosts the podcast “Blaxit Global” and said many of her guests are tired of the U.S.
“They’ve done all the things to achieve what is supposed to be the American dream, and that yardstick 

keeps moving. They don’t feel like they’re on solid ground in terms of being able to retire comfortably or 
pay off student debt or just cover their bills.”
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Wright plans to move in 2023 to Portugal. Through her podcast, she already knows of Juneteenth cel-

ebrations this weekend in Lisbon, the capital.
In some places with larger populations of Black Americans, Juneteenth is already part of the program.
LaTonya Whitaker, from Mississippi, has lived in Japan for 17 years. She is executive director of Legacy 

Foundation Japan, which hosted a Juneteenth gathering of about 300 people at the ritzy Tokyo American 
Club on Saturday.

She and her husband David didn’t plan to live in Japan.
Like Whitaker, many Black Americans at the Juneteenth event came to Japan almost by coincidence, as 

Christian missionaries or Peace Corps volunteers. But they made Japan their home.
She now wants to raise their son there because she worries about gun violence in the U.S.
“I realized we really need a community,” said Whitaker.
Michael Williams teaches African American history at Temple University in Tokyo and left the U.S. when 

he was 22. He’s now 66 and had lived abroad for much of his adult life, but returned to the U.S. for gradu-
ate school in Boston and Baltimore.

America has changed so much, he feels like a tourist when he visits, he laughed.
Williams said he knows about Juneteenth from teaching history.
“I would always end my presentations that hopefully, someday, this would be a national holiday. And so 

now it is, and it feels great,” he said.
In Taipei, Toi Windham and Casey Abbott Payne are holding multiple events to celebrate Juneteenth. 

The two, part of Black Lives Matter Taiwan, are hosting performances by Black artists and musicians.
Both have celebrated with their families long before it was a federal holiday.
Windham has lived in Taiwan for five years, and had always celebrated Juneteenth growing up in Texas. 

For her, it’s an opportunity to educate people about a different part of American culture, even the darker 
parts.

“A lot of people tend to enjoy hip-hop culture and the attire and certain parts of our culture, but I feel 
like it’s important to acknowledge all parts of Black culture,” she said.

Payne, an organizer, has lived in Taiwan for 11 years and said he also celebrated Juneteenth growing 
up in Milwaukee, which has one of the oldest celebrations nationwide.

“As a kid, I remember the street being lined with street vendors, and there’s music going on and there’d 
be the Juneteenth parade rolling through,” he said.

Still for others, the day is a chance to joyfully kick back and rest.
In Bangkok, a group called Ebony Expats organized a silent movie screening, a bike ride in a nature 

reserve and a dinner at a Jamaican restaurant serving jerk chicken and pumpkin soup.
Restaurant owner Collin Clifford McKoy served 20 years in the U.S. Army before eventually opening his 

restaurant during the pandemic in Thailand. He said the Juneteenth holiday is a chance for Black people 
to share their culture while being so far from home, American or not.

“Overall, it’s about coming together regardless of where we are, and it tells how much blood runs deep 
as a community to come together and enjoy ourselves,” he said.

New this week: Luke Combs, Kevin Hart and Woody Harrelson
By The Associated Press undefined
Here’s a collection curated by The Associated Press’ entertainment journalists of what’s arriving on TV, 

streaming services and music platforms this week.
MOVIES
— Multiverses are all the rage. Following its theatrical release in May, “Doctor Strange and the Multiverse 

of Madness” arrives Wednesday on Disney+. In it, Benedict Cumberbatch returns to the mystic-arts Mar-
vel character and reckons with some of the fallout from recent developments in the MCU, particularly in 
regard to Elizbeth Olsen’s Wanda Maximoff. Directed by Sam Raimi, the movie bears some of the comic 
horror trademarks of the “Evil Dead” filmmaker. In her review, AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr said all the 



Tuesday, June 21, 2022 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 349 ~ 53 of 65

Groton Daily Independent
plot juggling “feels a little bit like wheel spinning.” But “Doctor Strange” isn’t the only multiverse movie 
available at home right now. One of the year’s breakout hits, the brilliant existential blender “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once,” starring Michelle Yeoh, is currently available for digital rental.

— In another universe, “The Man From Toronto” would have been released in theaters by Sony Pic-
tures. But the action comedy starring Kevin Hart and Woody Harrelson, was instead postponed during 
the pandemic and sold to Netflix, where it will debut Friday. Patrick Hughes, who helmed “The Hitman’s 
Bodyguard,” directs the buddy comedy with Hart as a regular guy brought into Harrelson’s hitman’s life 
when they’re mistakenly booked at the same Airbnb.

— If you haven’t caught it yet, “RRR,” very possibly the movie of the summer, is streaming on Netflix 
where the international sensation is regularly ranking among the streamer’s most-watched films. The Indian 
blockbuster, directed by S. S. Rajamouli, is a Telugu-language three-hour spectacle set in 1920s colonial 
India about a pair of revolutionaries (played by Ram Charan and N. T. Rama Rao Jr.) who team up on an 
outlandish rescue mission with some truly eye-popping action sequences. As viewers are learning, the 
giddy, extravagant heights of “RRR” wildly surpass the brio of most Hollywood fare.

— AP Film Writer Jake Coyle
MUSIC
— The coolest new name in rock is back when Soccer Mommy releases “Sometimes, Forever,” an album 

with weirdness and awesomeness and weird awesomeness. Sophie Allison, the principal songwriter, has 
joined forces with producer Daniel Lopatin of Oneohtrix Point Never for a breakout album, with layered 
textured stuff in every track. “Shotgun,” the lead single, is a propulsive, brilliant love song to a partner who 
only keeps cold beer and ice cream on hand. “The only things we really need,” she sings. Cheers to that.

— French Montana celebrates his sixth studio album, Montega. His first single “Alcatraz” namechecks J. 
Lo, Kay Flock, Joe Rogan, Dr. Dre, James Harden, Nelly, DaBaby, Steve Jobs and Yo Gotti. French Montana’s 
last studio album, “They Got Amnesia,” peaked at No. 23 on the Billboard US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Album 
chart and No. 59 on the US Billboard 200 chart. French Montana will hope to better that this time, riding 
the new singles “Drive By” featuring Baby Face Ray, and “Blue Chills,” with the line: “The version of me in 
your mind is not my responsibility.”

— Country star Luke Combs will release his his new album, “Growin’ Up,” on Friday, kicked off by the 
regretful, mid-tempo lament “Tomorrow Me,” about a lover the next morning a tad worried about what 
happens tonight. Produced by Combs, Chip Matthews and Jonathan Singleton, “Growin’ Up” is Combs’ 
third studio album following 2019’s “What You See is What You Get” and “This One’s For You.” The new 
record consists of 12 songs, including Combs’ current single, “Doin’ This,” a sweet ode to musicians who 
don’t do it for fame or fortune.

— AP Entertainment Writer Mark Kennedy
TELEVISION
— Mark Twain, meet Jon Stewart. The former “Daily Show” host, political gadfly and activist receives 

the Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize for American Humor in a special airing Tuesday on PBS. Dave Chap-
pelle, Stephen Colbert and John Oliver are among the peers who salute him in the pre-taped ceremony, 
with Bruce Springsteen offering a musical tribute. There are jokes and loving barbs aplenty for Stewart, 
along with reflections on his contributions. Chappelle calls it “a miracle to watch you work. You are a cure 
for what ails this country.”

— In “Gordita Chronicles,” the pursuit of the American dream isn’t all that dreamy for a youngster uprooted 
from Santo Domingo by her father’s job transfer to 1980s Miami. The 10-episode, coming-of-age comedy, 
which debuts in full Thursday on HBO Max, stars Olivia Goncalves as Cucu “Gordita” Castelli, with Juan 
Javier Cardenas and Diana Maria Riva as her parents and Savannah Nicole Ruiz as her status-conscious 
big sis. Eva Longoria directed the pilot episode and is an executive producer for the series.

— The so-called awards season is endless, as the Daytime Emmys and BET honors are here to attest. 
Nominees for the Daytime Emmy Awards, airing Friday on CBS, include dramas “The Bold and the Beautiful” 
and “Days of Our Lives.” The ceremony’s hosts are Kevin Frazier and Nischelle Turner of “Entertainment 
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Tonight,” with Tamron Hall, Natalie Morales and Jerry O’Connell among the presenters. The top nominees 
for the BET Awards 2022 (Sunday, June 26) include Doja Cat, Ari Lennox and Drake. Taraji P. Henson will 
host the ceremony honoring Black achievement in music, TV, film and sports, with Sean “Diddy” Combs 
to receive a lifetime achievement award.

For K-pop supergroup BTS, questions remain about its future
By JUWON PARK Associated Press
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — The surprise announcement by BTS last week that they were taking a break 

to focus on members’ solo projects stunned their global fanbase, shaking their label’s stock price and 
leaving many questions about the K-pop supergroup’s future.

HYBE, the company behind the band, denied the group was taking a hiatus — a word used in a trans-
lation of the group’s emotional dinnertime video announcement. In the days since, band members have 
remained active on social media, continuing the stream of posts, photos and assurances that the band 
wasn’t breaking up.

Despite the immediate impacts — HYBE’s stock initially dropped more than 25% and has yet to fully 
recover — several factors may still affect BTS’ future. One is looming military enlistment for older BTS 
members, as well as how engaged the group and their devoted fans, known as ARMY, will continue to be 
in social issues.

In 2020, at the height of BTS’ success, the South Korean government revised the country’s military law 
that requires able-bodied South Korean men to perform approximately two years of military service. The 
revised law allows top K-pop stars — including Jin, the oldest member of BTS — to defer their military 
service until they turn 30 if they’ve received government medals for heightening the country’s cultural 
reputation and apply for the postponement. All seven BTS members meet the criteria as recipients of 
government medals in 2018.

“Obviously, there’s a looming military enlistment so they might have thought it’d be good to do something 
individually before it’s too late and that’s why I think military enlistment was the biggest factor,” said Lee 
Dong Yeun, a professor at Korea National University of Arts.

There have been calls — including from South Korea’s former culture minister — for an exemption for 
BTS because of their contribution to heightening South Korea’s international reputation. But critics say that 
such an exemption would be bending the conscription rules to favor the privileged.

Jin, 29, is expected to enlist this year unless he receives an exemption.
Military enlistment of members has always been a headache for HYBE; BTS once accounted for 90% of 

the label’s profit. Currently, the group makes up 50%-60% of the label’s profit according to a report from 
eBest Investment & Securities.

The eBest report noted that the rapid stock plunge might have resulted from an “anticipation that the 
activities as the whole group might be uncertain after being discharged from the military.”

HYBE has been attempting to diversify its portfolio by debuting new K-pop bands, making online games, 
and rolling out Korean language tutorials.

As the most successful K-pop band to date with hits like “Dynamite” and “Butter,” BTS has for years 
commanded tremendous attention on social media and with each new music release. They recently per-
formed several sold-out shows in the United States, became the first K-pop act to get a Grammy Award 
nomination, released an anthology album, “Proof,” and channeled their global influence with an address 
at the United Nations and a trip to the White House to campaign against hate crimes directed at Asians.

“Once you achieve success like BTS achieved success, then it means there’s a constant expectation to 
continue doing something that is connected to what you’ve already done, where you’ve already been. In 
the most recent releases that BTS has brought out, also we can see how they continually reflect back 
on where they have been,” said CedarBough Saeji, professor of Korean and East Asian Studies at Pusan 
National University.

She said Tuesday’s announcement signaled the band’s intention to figure out “where they are going for 
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themselves without interference from other people” and “being able to choose their own path forward 
as artists.”

Last week’s announcement also leaves in doubt the group’s social justice efforts, which have included 
vocal support for the Black Lives Matter movement and anti-violence campaigns. BTS’ legions of fans have 
embraced the causes, matching a $1 million donation to Black Lives Matter after George Floyd’s death.

But the group has faced mushrooming questions about why it isn’t as vocal about discrimination in their 
own country.

A leading South Korean newspaper recently published a column in which the author mused why South 
Korea, despite having BTS — “the ambassador of anti-discrimination and human rights” — has struggled 
to enact an anti-discrimination law for 15 years.

“It’s an irony,” the writer said. “South Korea needs their force for good.”
The country’s lack of an anti-discrimination law has led to unfair treatment against women and foreign-

ers, among others.
Jumin Lee, the author of the book “Why Anti-Discrimination Law?” told the Associated Press that there’s 

a dire need for the anti-discrimination law in the country.
“South Korea is in essentially the same situation legally as America’s Jim Crow South. Equal protection 

exists as a constitutional concept, but there is no implementing legislation that allows the government to 
force private businesses to comply,” Lee said. “What that means in practice is that if I’m a business owner, 
I could post a sign on my door tomorrow that says ‘no gays’ ‘no blacks’ or ‘no old people,’ and absent 
extraordinary intervention by the Constitutional Court, there’s very little the law can do to stop me.”

Lee recently expressed disappointment in the band for not speaking up about the important domestic 
issue.

“BTS and their business folks know that speaking up in the US is profitable but doing the same back home 
would be more trouble than it’s worth. So they don’t,” tweeted Lee after the band’s visit to Washington.

Despite that, Lee said the band’s silence is understandable, stating that BTS would be met with “indif-
ference at best and hostility at worst” from politicians if they did speak up.

Some South Korean celebrities like singers Harisu and Ha:tfelt have been speaking out on touchy subjects 
such as the anti-discrimination law and feminism, despite backlashes.

After speaking out about the 2014 sinking of the Sewol ferry, which killed 304 people in one of the coun-
try’s worst disasters, Cannes-winning actor Song Kang-ho and director Park Chan-wook were blacklisted 
by the administration of the ousted President Park Geun-hye, noted Areum Jeong, a scholar of Korean 
pop culture.

“So, although many idols might be politically conscious, they might choose not to discuss social issues,” 
Jeong said.

Several BTS members said during last week’s announcement that they were struggling with the group’s 
successes and having trouble writing new songs.

“For me, it was like the group BTS was within my grasp until ‘On’ and ‘Dynamite,’ but after ‘Butter’ and 
‘Permission to Dance,’ I didn’t know what kind of group we were anymore,” member RM said. “Whenever 
I write lyrics and songs, it’s really important what kind of story and message I want to give out but it was 
like that was gone now.”

While that clouds what BTS’ next steps might be, Saeji said their continued candor was necessary be-
cause of how much the group has impacted their fanbase.

“They’re meeting the fans with that same honesty and saying to them, ‘You had my help when I needed 
it. And now I need my help,’” she said. “’I need to be on my own. To think for myself, to know what I want 
to write a lyric about, to understand my own mind, to become inspired on my own.’”

New body armor rules in NY miss vest worn by Buffalo killer
By MAYSOON KHAN Associated Press/Report for America
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New York’s new law barring sales of bullet-resistant vests to most civilians doesn’t 
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cover the type of armor worn by the gunman who killed 10 people at a Buffalo supermarket, a gap that 
could limit its effectiveness in deterring future military-style assaults.

During the May 14 attack, Payton Gendron wore a steel-plated vest, an armor strong enough to stop a 
handgun round fired by a store security guard who tried to halt Gendron’s rampage.

A law hastily enacted by state lawmakers after the attack restricts sales of vests defined as “bullet-
resistant soft body armor.”

Soft vests, which are light and can be concealed beneath clothing, can be effective against pistol fire. 
Vests carrying steel, ceramic or polyethylene plates, which can potentially stop rifle rounds, aren’t explicitly 
covered by the legislation.

That has left some retailers confused about what they can and can’t sell — and lawmakers talking about 
a possible fix.

“I know you said soft vests, but what about hard armor plates, plate carriers, or armors that aren’t vests, 
but clothing that provide protection. Is that also prohibited? It is so vague,” said Brad Pedell, who runs 
221B Tactical, a tactical gear and body armor store in New York City. He said his store tends to sell more 
hard-plated armor than the soft type being banned.

With the toughest armor still allowed to be sold, “I’m not convinced that this legislation is very meaning-
ful,” said Warren Eller, a public policy professor at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

Assemblymember Jonathon Jacobson, a lead sponsor of the legislation, told The Associated Press he 
would “be glad to amend the law to make it even stronger.”

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul, a Democrat, is also aware of the need for changes, her office said.
“Governor Hochul was proud to sign the groundbreaking new law passed by the legislature to restrict 

sales of body armor, and will work with the legislature to expand the definitions in the law at the first 
available opportunity,” it said.

Nationwide, there are few limits on sales of body armor. Before New York’s law passed, Connecticut 
had one of the few restrictions. It only allows people to buy it from dealers in person, not via mail order.

Pedell says many customers at his New York City store buy the armor for their own protection.
“It’s disappointing because residents are just scared, and they come to us because they are scared, and 

we offer help that makes them feel more confident, that they won’t get stabbed or injured or potentially 
killed,” Pedell said. “The fact (lawmakers) are taking that away, for whatever purpose they have in their 
minds, I find that really sad and unnecessary and morally wrong.”

New York’s ban is aimed at stopping criminals from gaining an advantage over peace officers, or security 
guards like Aaron Salter, who was killed trying to stop the gunman’s racist attack on the Buffalo supermarket.

Of the shooters who killed four or more people in a public space since 1966, 12% wore body vests, said 
sociologist James Densley, a co-founder of The Violence Project, a nonprofit think tank with a database 
on mass shootings.

New York’s law restricts sales of soft bullet-resistant vests to people who work in law enforcement and 
the military, plus people in certain other professions that require protective gear. The list of what types of 
jobs qualify someone to buy armor, and which don’t, is still to be determined by state officials.

The Department of State in New York said in an emailed statement that officials are reviewing the new 
law and plan to develop regulations for eligible professions that require the use of a body vest.

The leaders of the Deadline Club, the New York City chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, 
had urged Hochul to veto the bill citing concerns about whether it would make it tough for news organiza-
tions to buy armor for journalists who work in conflict zones or cover civil unrest in the U.S.

“I know a number of photographers who have worn protective gear as a precautionary measure while 
out in situations that may get violent,” said Peter Szekely, the group’s advocacy chair.

New Yorkers are still allowed to own body vests and purchase them in other states, though Jacobson, 
a Democrat, said he would work to eliminate that option during the next Legislative session in January.

“We wanted to get things done as quickly as possible, and not let the perfect get in the way of the 
good,” said Jacobson. “Like all laws in New York State, we always try to make them better in the future. 
Of course we’ll try to make this law better.”
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Sri Lankan students demand government resign over crisis

By ERANGA JAYAWARDENA Associated Press
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Thousands of students from state universities marched in Sri Lanka’s capital 

on Monday to demand the president and prime minister resign over an economic crisis that has caused 
severe shortages of essential supplies and disrupted people’s livelihoods and education.

The students say President Gotabaya Rajapaksa is responsible for the economic crisis, the worst since 
independence in 1948, and that Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, who took over the position a little 
more than a month ago promising to end shortages, has not delivered on his pledges.

Sri Lanka is nearly bankrupt and has suspended repayment of $7 billion in foreign debt due this year. 
It must also pay back more than $5 billion every year until 2026. Its foreign reserves are nearly gone 
and it is unable to import food, fuel, cooking gas and medicines. A lack of fuel to run power stations has 
resulted in long daily power cuts.

In recent months people have been forced to stand in long lines to buy fuel and gas, and the country 
has survived mostly on credit lines extended by neighboring India to buy fuel and other essentials.

With that credit also running out, authorities have shut schools and instructed teachers to teach online, 
and have asked non-essential government employees to work from home for one week to preserve limited 
stocks of fuel.

Officials from the International Monetary Fund are currently in Sri Lanka to discuss a bailout package.
Monthslong protests have nearly dismantled the Rajapaksa political dynasty that has ruled Sri Lanka for 

most of the past two decades.
One of Rajapaksa’s brothers resigned as prime minister last month, and two other brothers and a nephew 

quit their Cabinet posts earlier.
President Rajapaksa has admitted he did not take steps to forestall the economic collapse early enough, 

but has refused to leave office. It is nearly impossible to oust a president under the constitution unless 
he resigns on his own accord.

Sweltering streets: Hundreds of homeless die in extreme heat
By ANITA SNOW Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — Hundreds of blue, green and grey tents are pitched under the sun’s searing rays in 

downtown Phoenix, a jumble of flimsy canvas and plastic along dusty sidewalks. Here, in the hottest big 
city in America, thousands of homeless people swelter as the summer’s triple digit temperatures arrive.

The stifling tent city has ballooned amid pandemic-era evictions and surging rents that have dumped 
hundreds more people onto the sizzling streets that grow eerily quiet when temperatures peak in the 
midafternoon. A heat wave earlier this month brought temperatures of up to 114 degrees (45.5 Celsius) 
- and it’s only June. Highs reached 118 degrees (47.7 Celsius) last year.

“During the summer, it’s pretty hard to find a place at night that’s cool enough to sleep without the 
police running you off,” said Chris Medlock, a homeless Phoenix man known on the streets as “T-Bone” 
who carries everything he owns in a small backpack and often beds down in a park or a nearby desert 
preserve to avoid the crowds.

“If a kind soul could just offer a place on their couch indoors maybe more people would live,” Medlock 
said at a dining room where homeless people can get some shade and a free meal.

Excessive heat causes more weather-related deaths in the United States than hurricanes, flooding and 
tornadoes combined.

Around the country, heat contributes to some 1,500 deaths annually, and advocates estimate about half 
of those people are homeless.

Temperatures are rising nearly everywhere because of global warming, combining with brutal drought in 
some places to create more intense, frequent and longer heat waves. The past few summers have been 
some of the hottest on record.
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Just in the county that includes Phoenix, at least 130 homeless people were among the 339 individuals 

who died from heat-associated causes in 2021.
“If 130 homeless people were dying in any other way it would be considered a mass casualty event,” 

said Kristie L. Ebi, a professor of global health at the University of Washington.
It’s a problem that stretches across the United States, and now, with rising global temperatures, heat 

is no longer a danger just in places like Phoenix.
This summer will likely bring above-normal temperatures over most land areas worldwide, according to 

a seasonal map that volunteer climatologists created for the International Research Institute at Columbia 
University.

Last summer, a heat wave blasted the normally temperate U.S. Northwest and had Seattle residents 
sleeping in their yards and on roofs, or fleeing to hotels with air conditioning. Across the state, several 
people presumed to be homeless died outdoors, including a man slumped behind a gas station.

In Oregon, officials opened 24-hour cooling centers for the first time. Volunteer teams fanned out with 
water and popsicles to homeless encampments on Portland’s outskirts.

A quick scientific analysis concluded last year’s Pacific Northwest heat wave was virtually impossible 
without human-caused climate change adding several degrees and toppling previous records.

Even Boston is exploring ways to protect diverse neighborhoods like its Chinatown, where population 
density and few shade trees help drive temperatures up to 106 degrees (41 Celsius) some summer days. 
The city plans strategies like increasing tree canopy and other kinds of shade, using cooler materials for 
roofs, and expanding its network of cooling centers during heat waves.

It’s not just a U.S. problem. An Associated Press analysis last year of a dataset published by the Columbia 
University’s climate school found exposure to extreme heat has tripled and now affects about a quarter 
of the world’s population.

This spring, an extreme heat wave gripped much of Pakistan and India, where homelessness is wide-
spread due to discrimination and insufficient housing. The high in Jacobabad, Pakistan near the border 
with India hit 122 degrees (50 Celsius) in May.

Dr. Dileep Mavalankar, who heads the Indian Institute of Public Health in the western Indian city Gandhi-
nagar, said because of poor reporting it’s unknown how many die in the country from heat exposure.

Summertime cooling centers for homeless, elderly and other vulnerable populations have opened in 
several European countries each summer since a heat wave killed 70,000 people across Europe in 2003.

Emergency service workers on bicycles patrol Madrid’s streets, distributing ice packs and water in the 
hot months. Still, some 1,300 people, most of them elderly, continue to die in Spain each summer because 
of health complications exacerbated by excess heat.

Spain and southern France last week sweltered through unusually hot weather for mid-June, with tem-
peratures hitting 104 degrees (40 Celsius) in some areas.

Climate scientist David Hondula, who heads Phoenix’s new office for heat mitigation, says that with 
such extreme weather now seen around the world, more solutions are needed to protect the vulnerable, 
especially homeless people who are about 200 times more likely than sheltered individuals to die from 
heat-associated causes.

“As temperatures continue to rise across the U.S. and the world, cities like Seattle, Minneapolis, New York 
or Kansas City that don’t have the experience or infrastructure for dealing with heat have to adjust as well.”

In Phoenix, officials and advocates hope a vacant building recently converted into a 200-bed shelter for 
homeless people will help save lives this summer.

Mac Mais, 34, was among the first to move in.
“It can be rough. I stay in the shelters or anywhere I can find,” said Mais who has been homeless on and 

off since he was a teen. “Here, I can stay out actually rest, work on job applications, stay out of the heat.”
In Las Vegas, teams deliver bottled water to homeless people living in encampments around the county 

and inside a network of underground storm drains under the Las Vegas strip.
Ahmedabad, India, population 8.4 million, was the first South Asian city to design a heat action plan in 

2013.
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Through its warning system, nongovernmental groups reach out to vulnerable people and send text 

messages to mobile phones. Water tankers are dispatched to slums, while bus stops, temples and libraries 
become shelters for people to escape the blistering rays.

Still, the deaths pile up.
Kimberly Rae Haws, a 62-year-old homeless woman, was severely burned in October 2020 while sprawled 

for an unknown amount of time on a sizzling Phoenix blacktop. The cause of her subsequent death was 
never investigated.

A young man nicknamed Twitch died from heat exposure as he sat on a curb near a Phoenix soup kitchen 
in the hours before it opened one weekend in 2018.

“He was supposed to move into permanent housing the next Monday,” said Jim Baker, who oversees 
that dining room for the St. Vincent de Paul charity. “His mother was devastated.”

Many such deaths are never confirmed as heat related and aren’t always noticed because of the stigma 
of homelessness and lack of connection to family.

When a 62-year-old mentally ill woman named Shawna Wright died last summer in a hot alley in Salt 
Lake City, her death only became known when her family published an obituary saying the system failed 
to protect her during the hottest July on record, when temperatures reached the triple digits.

Her sister, Tricia Wright, said making it easier for homeless people to get permanent housing would go 
a long way toward protecting them from extreme summertime temperatures.

“We always thought she was tough, that she could get through it,” Tricia Wright said of her sister. “But 
no one is tough enough for that kind of heat.”

Colombia picks 1st leftist president in tight runoff contest
By REGINA GARCIA CANO and ASTRID SUAREZ Associated Press
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombia will be governed by a leftist president for the first time after former 

rebel Gustavo Petro narrowly defeated a real estate tycoon in a runoff election that underscored people’s 
disgust with the country’s traditional politicians.

Petro’s third attempt to win the presidency earned him 50.48% of the votes Sunday, while political out-
sider Rodolfo Hernández got 47.26%, according to results released by election authorities.

The election came as Colombians struggle with rising inequality, inflation and violence — factors that led 
voters in the election’s first round last month to punish long-governing centrist and right-leaning politicians 
and pick two outsiders for the runoff contest.

Petro’s win in Latin America’s third most populous nation was more than a defeat of Hernández. It puts 
an end to Colombia’s long stigmatization of the left for its perceived association with the country’s half 
century of armed conflict. The president-elect was once a rebel with the now-defunct M-19 movement 
and was granted amnesty after being jailed for his involvement with the group.

Petro issued a call for unity during his victory speech Sunday night and extended an olive branch to 
some of his harshest critics, saying all members of the opposition will be welcomed at the presidential 
palace “to discuss the problems of Colombia.”

“From this government that is beginning there will never be political persecution or legal persecution, 
there will only be respect and dialogue,” he said, adding that he will listen to those who have raised arms 
as well as to “that silent majority of peasants, Indigenous people, women, youth.”

The vote is also resulting in Colombia having a Black woman as vice president for the first time. Petro’s 
running mate, Francia Márquez, 40, is a lawyer and environmental leader whose opposition to illegal min-
ing resulted in threats and a grenade attack in 2019.

Hernández, whose campaign was based on an anti-corruption fight, conceded his defeat shortly after 
results were announced.

“I accept the result, as it should be, if we want our institutions to be firm,” he said in a video on social 
media. “I sincerely hope that this decision is beneficial for everyone.”

Petro’s showing was the latest leftist political victory in Latin America fueled by voters’ desire for change. 
Chile, Peru and Honduras elected leftist presidents in 2021, and in Brazil former President Luiz Inácio Lula 
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da Silva is leading the polls for this year’s presidential election.

But the results were an immediate reason to fret for some voters whose closest reference to a leftist 
government is the troubled neighboring Venezuela.

“We hope that Mr. Gustavo Petro complies with what was said in his government plan, that he leads this 
country to greatness, which we need so much, and that (he) ends corruption,” said Karin Ardila García, 
a Hernández supporter in the north-central city of Bucaramanga. “That he does not lead to communism, 
to socialism, to a war where they continue to kill us in Colombia. ... (H)e does not lead us to another 
Venezuela, Cuba, Argentina, Chile.”

About 21.6 million of the 39 million eligible voters cast a ballot Sunday. Abstentionism has been above 
40% in every presidential election since 1990.

Petro, 62, will be officially declared winner after a formal count that will take a few days. Historically, the 
preliminary results have coincided with the final ones.

Several heads of state congratulated Petro on Sunday. So did a fierce critic, former President Álvaro 
Uribe, who remains a central figure in Colombia’s politics.

Polls ahead of the runoff had indicated Petro and Hernández — both former mayors — were in a tight 
race since they topped four other candidates in the initial May 29 election. Neither got enough votes to 
win outright and headed into the runoff.

Petro won 40% of the votes in the initial round and Hernández 28%, but the difference quickly narrowed 
as Hernández began to attract so-called anti-Petrista voters.

Petro has proposed ambitious pension, tax, health and agricultural reforms and changes to how Colombia 
fights drug cartels and other armed groups. But he will have a tough time delivering on his promises as 
he does not have a majority in Congress, which is key to carrying out reforms.

“The people who do support him have very high hopes, and they are probably going to be disappointed 
pretty quickly when he can’t move things right away,” said Adam Isacson, an expert on Colombia at the 
Washington Office on Latin America think tank.

“I think you might find a situation where he either has to strike some deals and give up a lot of his pro-
grams just to get some things passed or the whole country could be gridlocked,” Isacson added.

Petro is willing to resume diplomatic relations with Venezuela, which were halted in 2019. He also wants 
to make changes to Colombia’s relations with the U.S. by seeking a renegotiation of a free trade agree-
ment and new ways to fight drug trafficking.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement that the Biden administration looks forward 
to working with Petro.

Polls say most Colombians believe the country is heading in the wrong direction and disapprove of 
President Iván Duque, who was not eligible to seek reelection. The pandemic set back the country’s anti-
poverty efforts by at least a decade. Official figures show that 39% of Colombia’s lived on less than $89 
a month last year.

The rejection of politics as usual “is a reflection of the fact that the people are fed up with the same 
people as always,” said Nataly Amezquita, a 26-year-old civil engineer waiting to vote. “We have to create 
greater social change. Many people in the country aren’t in the best condition.”

But even the two outsider candidates left her cold. She said she would cast a blank ballot: “I don’t like 
either of the two candidates. ... Neither of them seems like a good person to me.”

What to watch in Alabama Senate runoff, DC mayor’s race
By KIMBERLY CHANDLER Associated Press
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — The two Republican candidates in Alabama’s U.S. Senate primary runoff on 

Tuesday can each boast that at one point they had Donald Trump’s endorsement in the race.
Trump first backed U.S. Rep. Mo Brooks in the spring of 2021. That endorsement stood for nearly a year 

until Trump rescinded it as the conservative firebrand languished in the polls. The former president took 
his time in issuing a second endorsement, supporting Katie Britt in the race only after she emerged as 
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the top vote-getter in the state’s May 24 primary.

In other races Tuesday, Washington, D.C., Mayor Muriel Bowser is facing voters amid growing concerns 
about crime. Runoffs in Georgia will resolve close contests in several congressional races and a secretary 
of state nomination, while primaries in Virginia will set up competitive congressional contests for the fall. 
Arkansas is holding primary runoffs for several legislative races.

What to watch in Tuesday’s primaries:
ALABAMA
The Senate runoff will decide the GOP nominee for the seat being vacated by 88-year-old Republican 

Sen. Richard Shelby, who announced his retirement in February 2021 after serving six terms.
Two months later, Trump announced his endorsement of Brooks, rewarding the six-term congressman 

who had objected to the certification of the 2020 presidential election and spoke at the “Stop the Steal” 
rally that preceded the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

But Trump soured on Brooks as the primary campaign progressed, growing unhappy with his showing 
in the race and some of his comments urging the party to move on from the former president’s fixation 
on his 2020 election defeat. He pulled his endorsement last March.

Britt, Shelby’s former chief of staff and a former leader of a state business group, won the most votes 
in last month’s primary, capturing nearly 45% of the ballots compared to Brooks’ 29%. Britt had needed 
to earn more than 50% of the vote to win outright and avoid a runoff.

Another top candidate, Mike Durant, best known as the helicopter pilot who was held captive in Somalia 
during the 1993 battle chronicled in the book and film “Black Hawk Down,” finished in third place and 
failed to advance to the runoff.

Brooks has been backed by Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, both of whom campaigned 
with him. Britt comes into Tuesday’s runoff with a fundraising advantage and a shiny new endorsement 
from Trump, which came a couple of weeks after the primary.

The former president, who has a mixed record of success in backing winning candidates in this year’s 
midterm elections, waited to make an endorsement to help stave off the embarrassment of backing a 
losing candidate in a high-profile race.

The winner of the GOP race will face Democrat Will Boyd in November, though Democrats have found 
limited success in the deep-red state in the last 20 years.

GEORGIA
A Democratic contest for secretary of state headlines the Tuesday runoffs in Georgia, while Republicans 

will settle three congressional nominations.
State Rep. Bee Nguyen, backed by Democratic gubernatorial nominee Stacey Abrams, is trying to defeat 

former state Rep. Dee Dawkins-Haigler in the secretary of state’s race. The winner will face Republican 
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger in the fall.

Raffensperger beat back a challenge in his May 24 primary from U.S. Rep. Jody Hice, who was endorsed 
by Trump. Trump made Raffensperger a top target for rebuffing his efforts to “find” enough votes to 
overturn Joe Biden’s win in the state’s 2020 presidential election.

In congressional runoffs, Vernon Jones, a Trump-backed candidate and former Democrat, is competing 
against trucking company owner Mike Collins for the Republican nomination for the 10th Congressional 
District seat east of Atlanta. Collins was endorsed by Republican Gov. Brian Kemp, who also won his pri-
mary over a Trump-backed challenger.

In the 6th District in Atlanta’s northern suburbs, emergency room physician Rich McCormick is trying to 
hold off Trump-backed lawyer Jake Evans. That race has revolved around accusations by each candidate 
that the other is insufficiently conservative.

The Republican winners in the 6th and 10th are heavy favorites in the November election over their 
Democratic opponents.

Republicans also have high hopes of knocking off 30-year Democratic Rep. Sanford Bishop in southwest 
Georgia’s 2nd District. The GOP is choosing between former Army officer Jeremy Hunt and real estate 
developer Chris West.
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VIRGINIA
In Virginia, voters will be picking Republican nominees to take on Democratic U.S. House incumbents in 

two of the most highly competitive districts in the country.
In the coastal 2nd District, which includes the state’s most populous city, Virginia Beach, four military 

veterans are competing for the GOP nomination. With a big fundraising lead and the backing of the Con-
gressional Leadership Fund, a super PAC dedicated to electing House Republicans, state Sen. Jen Kiggans 
is widely seen as the front-runner. The winner will face Democrat Elaine Luria, a retired Naval commander 
and member of the Jan. 6 committee, in the general election.

In central Virginia’s 7th District, six candidates are jockeying to take on Democratic Rep. Abigail Span-
berger, a former CIA officer.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Bowser, the two-term mayor of Washington, D.C., is trying to fend off challenges from a pair of Council 

members as the district contends with rising crime rates and homelessness concerns.
Bowser has had a tumultuous second term that saw her repeatedly face off against Trump and walk a 

public tightrope between her own police department and a vocal coalition of activists led by Black Lives 
Matter. She is campaigning on the need for proven leadership and her history as one of the faces of 
Washington’s ongoing quest for statehood.

Her primary challengers are Robert White and Trayon White, who are not related to each other. Both 
accuse Bowser of favoring developers as spiraling costs of living drive Black families out of the city and of 
mishandling public safety issues amid rising rates of violent crime, like a Sunday night shooting that left 
a 15-year-old boy dead and a police officer and at least two other adults wounded.

The Democratic primary essentially decides the mayoral race in deeply blue Washington, D.C.
Robert White has a history of successful insurgent campaigns, having unseated an entrenched incumbent 

for an at-large Council seat in 2016.
Trayon White openly invokes the spirit of late D.C. Mayor Marion Barry, who remains a controversial but 

beloved figure among many Washingtonians. White was criticized in 2018 for claiming the Rothschilds, 
a Jewish banking dynasty and frequent subject of antisemitic conspiracy, were controlling Washington’s 
weather conditions. He later said he didn’t realize his comment could be construed as antisemitic.

Officials try to deliver aid to flooded South Asia villages
By JULHAS ALAM and WASBIR HUSSAIN Associated Press
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — Authorities in India and Bangladesh struggled Monday to deliver food and 

drinking water to hundreds of thousands of people evacuated from their homes in days of flooding that 
have submerged wide swaths of the countries.

The floods triggered by monsoon rains have killed more than a dozen people, marooned millions and 
flooded millions of houses.

In Sylhet in northeastern Bangladesh along the Surma River, villagers waded through streets flooded up 
to their knees. One man stood in the doorway of his flooded shop, where the top shelves were crammed 
with items in an effort to keep them above water. Local TV said millions remained without electricity.

Enamur Rahman, junior minister for disaster and relief, said up to 100,000 people have been evacuated in 
the worst-hit districts, including Sylhet. About 4 million are marooned, the United News of Bangladesh said.

Flooding also ravaged India’s northeastern Assam state, where two policemen involved in rescue opera-
tions were washed away by floodwaters on Sunday, state officials said. They said about 200,000 people 
were taking shelter in 700 relief camps. Water in all major rivers in the state was above danger levels.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said Monday his administration is using military helicopters to airlift 
food and fuel to badly affected parts of the state.

Assam has already been reeling from massive floods after torrential rains over the past few weeks caused 
the Brahmaputra River to break its banks, leaving millions of homes underwater and severing transport links.

The Brahmaputra flows from Tibet through India and into Bangladesh, with a nearly 800-kilometer (500-
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mile) journey through Assam.

Major roads in affected regions of Bangladesh were submerged, leaving people stranded. In a country 
with a history of climate change-induced disasters, many expressed frustration that authorities haven’t 
done more locally.

“There isn’t much to say about the situation. You can see the water with your own eyes. The water level 
inside the room has dropped a bit. It used to be up to my waist,” said Muhit Ahmed, owner of a grocery 
shop in Sylhet.

Bangladesh called in soldiers on Friday to help evacuate people, but Ahmed said he hasn’t seen any yet.
“We are in a great disaster. Neither the Sylhet City Corporation nor anyone else came here to inquire 

about us,” he said. “I am trying to save my belongings as much as I can. We don’t have the ability to do 
any more now.”

The national Flood Forecasting and Warning Center said on Sunday that flooding in the northeastern 
districts of Sunamganj and Sylhet could worsen. It said the Teesta, a major river in northern Bangladesh, 
may rise above danger levels. The situation could also deteriorate in other northern districts, it said.

Officials said floodwaters have started receding in the northeast but are posing a threat to the central 
region, where water flows south to the Bay of Bengal.

Media reports said villagers in remote areas are struggling to obtain drinking water and food.
BRAC, a private nonprofit group, opened a center Monday to prepare food as part of plans to feed 5,000 

families in one affected district, but the arrangements were inadequate, senior director Arinjoy Dhar said. 
In a video posted online, Dhar asked for help in providing food for flood-affected people.

Last month, a pre-monsoon flash flood triggered by water from upstream in India’s northeastern states 
hit Bangladesh’s northern and northeastern regions, destroying crops and damaging homes and roads.

Bangladesh is mostly flat and low-lying, so short-term floods during the monsoon season are common 
and are often beneficial to agriculture. But devastating floods hit the country every few years, damaging 
its infrastructure and economy. Almost 28% of the nation’s 160 million people live in coastal regions, ac-
cording to the World Bank.

One of the worst floods took place in 1988, when much of the country was under water. In 1998, another 
devastating flood inundated almost 75% of the country. In 2004, more prolonged flooding occurred.

Scientists say flooding in Bangladesh has been worsened by climate change. According to the United Na-
tions’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, about 17% of the population will need to be relocated 
over the next decade or so if global warming persists at the present rate.

Today in History: June 21, Constitution goes into effect
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Tuesday, June 21, the 172nd day of 2022. There are 193 days left in the year. Summer begins 

at 5:14 a.m. EDT.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 21, 1788, the United States Constitution went into effect as New Hampshire became the ninth 

state to ratify it.
On this date:
In 1377, King Edward III died after ruling England for 50 years; he was succeeded by his grandson, 

Richard II.
In 1834, Cyrus Hall McCormick received a patent for his reaping machine.
In 1942, an Imperial Japanese submarine fired shells at Fort Stevens on the Oregon coast, causing little 

damage.
In 1954, the American Cancer Society presented a study to the American Medical Association meeting 

in San Francisco which found that men who regularly smoked cigarettes died at a considerably higher rate 
than non-smokers.
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In 1964, civil rights workers Michael H. Schwerner, Andrew Goodman and James E. Chaney were slain 

in Philadelphia, Mississippi; their bodies were found buried in an earthen dam six weeks later. (Forty-one 
years later on this date in 2005, Edgar Ray Killen, an 80-year-old former Ku Klux Klansman, was found 
guilty of manslaughter; he was sentenced to 60 years in prison, where he died in January 2018.)

In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Miller v. California, ruled that states may ban materials found to be 
obscene according to local standards.

In 1977, Menachem Begin (men-AH’-kem BAY’-gihn) of the Likud bloc became Israel’s sixth prime minister.
In 1982, a jury in Washington, D.C. found John Hinckley Jr. not guilty by reason of insanity in the shoot-

ings of President Ronald Reagan and three other men.
In 1989, a sharply divided Supreme Court ruled that burning the American flag as a form of political 

protest was protected by the First Amendment.
In 1997, the WNBA made its debut as the New York Liberty defeated the host Los Angeles Sparks 67-57.
In 2010, Faisal Shahzad (FY’-sul shah-ZAHD’), a Pakistan-born U.S. citizen, pleaded guilty to charges of 

plotting a failed car bombing in New York’s Times Square. (Shahzad was later sentenced to life in prison.)
In 2011, the Food and Drug Administration announced that cigarette packs in the U.S. would have to 

carry macabre images that included rotting teeth and gums, diseased lungs and a sewn-up corpse of a 
smoker as part of a graphic campaign aimed at discouraging Americans from lighting up.

Ten years ago: The U.S. Supreme Court unanimously threw out penalties against Fox and ABC television 
stations that violated the Federal Communications Commission policy regulating curse words and nudity 
on television, but the justices declined to issue a broader constitutional ruling. Miami’s LeBron James 
capped his title bid with 26 points, 13 assists and 11 rebounds as he led the Heat in a 121-106 rout of the 
Oklahoma City Thunder to win the NBA Finals in five games. Broadway composer-lyricist Richard Adler, 
90, died in Southhampton, New York.

Five years ago: Edmonton’s Connor McDavid won the Hart Trophy as the NHL’s most valuable player at 
the league’s postseason awards show in Las Vegas.

One year ago: The town council in Amherst, Massachusetts, created a fund to pay reparations to Black 
residents; the move came as communities and institutions looked for ways to atone for slavery, discrimi-
nation and past wrongs amid the nation’s ongoing racial reckoning. Raiders defensive lineman Carl Nassib 
became the first active player in NFL history to publicly declare that he was gay. (Nassib would get sup-
port from his teammates and the Raiders, but was cut in March 2022 in a salary cap move.) Major League 
Baseball umpires began doing regular checks of all pitchers for tacky substances that could be used to 
doctor baseballs.

Today’s Birthdays: Composer Lalo Schifrin is 90. Actor Bernie Kopell is 89. Actor Monte Markham is 87. 
Songwriter Don Black is 84. Actor Mariette Hartley is 82. Comedian Joe Flaherty is 81. Rock singer-musician 
Ray Davies (The Kinks) is 78. Actor Meredith Baxter is 75. Actor Michael Gross (Baxter’s co-star on the 
sitcom “Family Ties”) is 75. Rock musician Joe Molland (Badfinger) is 75. Rock musician Don Airey (Deep 
Purple) is 74. Rock musician Joey Kramer (Aerosmith) is 72. Rock musician Nils Lofgren is 71. Actor Robyn 
Douglass is 70. Actor Leigh McCloskey is 67. Cartoonist Berke Breathed is 65. Actor Josh Pais is 64. Coun-
try singer Kathy Mattea is 63. Oregon Gov. Kate Brown is 62. Actor Marc Copage (koh-PAJ’) is 60. Actor 
Sammi Davis is 58. Actor Doug Savant is 58. Country musician Porter Howell is 58. Actor Michael Dolan 
is 57. Writer-director Lana Wachowski is 57. Actor Carrie Preston is 55. Rapper/producer Pete Rock is 52. 
Country singer Allison Moorer is 50. Actor Juliette Lewis is 49. Actor Maggie Siff is 48. Musician Justin Cary 
is 47. Rock musician Mike Einziger (Incubus) is 46. Actor Chris Pratt is 43. Rock singer Brandon Flowers is 
41. Britain’s Prince William is 40. Actor Jussie Smollett is 40. Actor Benjamin Walker is 40. Actor Michael 
Malarkey is 39. Pop singer Kris Allen (TV: “American Idol”) is 37. Pop/rock singer Lana Del Rey is 37. Actor 
Jascha Washington is 33. Country musician Chandler Baldwin (LANCO) is 30. Pop singer Rebecca Black is 25.
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Groton City Council Meeting Agenda 

June 21, 2022 – 7:00pm 
City Hall – 120 N Main Street  

 
(IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CALL IN TO THIS MEETING, PLEASE MAKE PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS TO DO 

SO BY CALLING CITY HALL 605-397-8422) 
 

1. Public Comments - pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1 
(Public Comments will offer the opportunity for anyone not listed on the agenda to speak to the 
council. Speaking time will be limited to 3 minutes. No action will be taken on questions or items 
not on the agenda.)  

 
2. Minutes 

 
3. Bills 

 
4. May Finance Report 

 
5. Approval for Emergency Installation of AC in City Hall 

 
6. Executive session personnel & legal 1-25-2 (1) & (3) 

 
7. Authorization to Adjust Pay Raise Continuation for Deputy Finance Officer 

 
8. Adjournment  


