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The B 103 All Star game
was held in Summit

The Show Choir, aka Prismatic Sensations, performed for the final time this year
at the POPS Concert held Sunday. They performed t, “All That Jazz,” “Diamonds
Are A Girl’s Best Friend,” "Only in New York,” “"Roarin’ Twenties,” and “A Little Party
Never Killed Nobody.” More photos on Page 7. (photos by Paul Kosel)
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The B103 All-Star game was played in
Summit this past Saturday. Alyssa Thaler
was named girls game MVP while Jaden
Zak was the Boys 3-Point Shootout
Champion. (Courtesy Photo)

The Groton Area girls participating wre

Alyssa Thaler and Allyssa Locke
(Courtesy Photo)
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March Students of the Month

Back left: Colt Williamson (7th), Claire Heinrich (10th), Ethan Clark (11th), Axel
Warrington (9th)

Front Left: Kyleigh Kroll (6th), Mia Crank (8th), Madeline Fliehs (12th)

(Courtesy Photo)

These students have been named the March Students of the Month.

Groton Area School works to ensure that all levels of academic instruction also include the
necessary life skills teaching, practicing, and modeling that encourages essential personal life
habits that are universally understood to facilitate helping our students become good human
beings and citizens.

It is learning with our heads, hearts, and hands to be caring and civil, to make healthy deci-
sions, to effectively problem solve, to be respectful and responsible, to be good citizens, and .
to be empathetic and ethical individuals. The Groton Area boys participating

Students are selected based on individual student growth in the areas of: positive behavior, were Kaden Kurtz and Jayden Zak (courtesy
citizenship, good attendance, a thirst for knowledge, and high academic standards. Photo)




Weekly Vikings Roundup

First round draft options
By Duane & Jack Kolsrud

For many years the Mike Zimmer and Rick Spielman regime had
an affinity for drafting defensive backs while avoiding the immediate
need for an offensive lineman, it seems a bit ironic that all indications
are pointing to O'Connell and company using their first draft pick on
a cornerback.

Having secured three veteran offensive linemen in the free agency
market, the Vikings are now looking to secure a top corner to play
opposite future Hall of Famer Patrick Peterson, who the Vikings just
re-signed this past week for another season. Peterson’s veteran lead-
ership will be a stabilizing force for a young defensive backfield.

So who do the draft experts think the Vikings will take with the 12th
pick in the 2022 draft. At this point, it is coming down to three players.

The highest rated player on the list is Ahmad Gardner of Cincin-
nati. Gardner is a tall 6’3" lockdown defender that would appear to
be a perfect fit to play on the opposite side of Peterson and learn the
professional ropes from one of the best. The only problem is as the
highest ranked cornerback, will he still be available when the Vikings
are on the clock.

More realistically is a toss-up between Trent McDuffie of Washington
and Derek Stingley, Jr. of LSU. The biggest knock on both players
is they are much shorter than Gardner- coming in around 6 feet tall
and 195 pounds. McDuffie is considered the more physical of the two
and a really good tackler, possibly reminding Viking fans of the days
of Antoine Winfield. Stingley is touted as having more potential and
would benefit from playing under the guide of Peterson.

Whoever the Vikings decide to pick, they are going to get a very
skilled player. Being this is the first draft for Kwesi Odofo-Mensah and
Kevin O'Connell, it would seem unlikely they would trade down out of
this spot, something Spielman was known for doing to acquire more
picks in the later rounds.

As mentioned earlier, the Vikings can move in this direction due to
the acquisition of three veteran offensive linemen. Jesse Davis was
with the Miami Dolphins the past 4 years and a very versatile lineman,
playing both guard and tackle, playing on the right side for most of his
career. Chris Reed, who played in 14 games for the Indianapolis Colts
in 2021, is coming back home. Originally from Omaha, Reed played at
Minnesota State-Mankato during the Adam Thielen days. He is excited
to get back to Minnesota and play in purple & gold once again. The
final addition was Adam Schlottman from the Denver Broncos.

These three along with second year Viking, Wyatt Davis, will all be
battling for the starting right guard spot on the Vikings offensive line-
a position that has been the achilles heal for the Vikings for many
seasons.

Unless something
drastically happens in
the coming weeks, a
late free agent pickup
or trade at the cor-
nerback position, it
appears this will be
the direction of the
2022 Minnesota Vi-
kings. There’s a new
buzz around the Twin
Cities and this Viking
squad.

605/397-2311
www.grotoniord.com

JOHNSON AGENCY

Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

www.johnsonagencygroton.com

102 N Main St.  Office: 605/397-2424
Groton, SD 57445 Home: 605/397-8565 el

TRACTOR SALVAGE

ABERDEEN, SD

1000+ Salvaged Tractors &

nes
400+ Reground Crenkshatis
500+ Tractor Tires
300+ Rebuilt Radiators

Large Line of Swather,
Baler & Cutter Parts.

GREAT BUYS
& SERVICE!

WANT TO BUY
TRACTORS,
COMBINES

& SWATHERS

FOR SALVAGE

-

" CERTIFIED DEALER

Phone (605) 225-0185
5 Miles North & 1 Mile West of CASE-IH
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Auto Body ....

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Groton Chiropractic
Clinic
Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421

Potpourri

At least no one got punched out

Well, they held the Grammys last weekend
and by most measures, it was a success. At
least no one punched anyone out. Americans
are still scratching their heads over Will Smith,
who once portrayed Muhammad Ali, whacking
comedian Chris Rock onstage for disrespect-
ing Jada Pinkett Smith at the Oscars. Rock
gives up four inches and 40 pounds to Smith
who at first laughed at Rock’s bald joke but
then decided to smack Rock a good one in
defense of his wife’s honor. I suppose you
could call it a teachable moment because until
that moment, I'd wager that few people knew
what alopecia was. It was also kind of weird
in that Smith may be the biggest cuckold in
Hollywood. In their open marriage, Jada gets
more action than the Fast & Furious franchise,
and who's to judge, but it seems to me that honor, like Elvis, left the
building long ago.
Suddenly, people are interested in women’s swimming

Until a couple of weeks ago, most Americans couldn’t have named
a woman swimmer, but that all changed when Lia Thomas, a trans-
gender athlete, won a national title in the 500-yard freestyle. I'm not
going to pretend to know all the answers as to what's fair or whether
being born a biological male gives Thomas an insurmountable advan-
tage despite undergoing hormone replacement therapy. We should
note that her time in the race was nine seconds off the record. Nine
seconds. It does seem mean-spirited and disingenuous, though, for
otherwise disinterested Americans to suddenly have expert opinions
on the matter. After all, it's sports. Is it that important? I say live and
let live.
Ashley, ND, man remains imprisoned in Ukraine

Friends and family of Kurt Groszhans of Ashley, ND, continue to
hold their collective breath as Russia’s relentless invasion of Ukraine
continues. Groszhans remains behind bars and is accused of being
involved in a conspiracy to kill Ag Minister Roman Leshchenko, a for-
mer business partner who Groszhans claims stole money from him.
Leshchenko recently resigned. While I don't know Kurt more than in
passing, I do know his family, and I have to say the charges, emerg-
ing from a country where corruption is rampant, strains credulity.
Despite the efforts of North Dakota senators John Hoeven and Kevin
Cramer, Groszhans remains trapped in a country under siege. One
hopes Groszhans can be removed to a safe, neutral country where
the charges against him can be sorted out. The circumstances are
both harrowing and bizarre.
Hope springs eternal

While professional football has arguably eclipsed baseball as Ameri-
ca’s game, the pastoral elegance of baseball still tugs at the romantic
within us. This season marks the 75th since Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier. It took until 1956 for the U.S. Supreme Court to declare
bus segregation unconstitutional. More than any game, baseball has
been tied to American society’s freedoms and shortcomings. It took
until 1975 for Major League Baseball to hire its first black manager—
Frank Robinson. One wonders what records Josh Gibson and Satchel
Page, who barnstormed around North Dakota, might have set had
they been allowed to play. Meanwhile, in this neck of the woods, Min-
nesota Twins fans abound, and if you've been following the offseason
trades and minor league shuffling, the team should be a contender.
In baseball, hope springs eternal.
He's the boss of me

Theoretically, we own our pets, but anyone with a cat knows we
are at best indentured servants terrorized by 10 pounds of fur and

| ’hat
Life

by Tony Bender

attitude. The running gag at my house is that
I lost the custody battle and had to keep the
cat—Squirrel, the World's Grumpiest Cat. Until
spring decides exactly what it's going to do,
cat owners are relegated to doorman duty.
Our job is to hold the door open while the
cat sniffs and contemplates actually going
outside. This isn't likely to happen until June,
but you're required to stand at the door while
the inside temperature falls five degrees just
in case today is the day. Ah well, Squirrel is

18-years-old. Age has its privileges.
© Tony Bender, 2022
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Kurtz, Zak
to continue

playing
college

sports

Two Groton Area
athletes have signed
up to play sports on
the college level. On
the left, there was
a signing ceremony
with Kaden Kurtz with
football at Northern
State University, Ab-
erdeen. In that pho-
to are Groton Area
Assistant Football
Coaches Seth Er-
ickson and Dalton
Locke in back, and in
front are Travis Kurth,
Kaden Kurtz and Gro-
ton Area Head Coach
Shaun Wanner.

In the bottom pho-
to, Jayden Zak is fea-
tured where he will
be playing basketball
at Dakota State Uni-

versity in Madison.
(Courtesy Photos)
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JaydenyZalk

Groton High School
Class of 2022
5'9” Guard

Construction to Begin on U.S. Highway
12 from Aberdeen to Ipswich

ABERDEEN, S.D. — The South Dakota Department of Transportation
(SDDQT) will begin construction on U.S. Highway 12 from Aberdeen to
Ipswich on Monday, April 11, 2022. The project consists of modifying
intersections, constructing passing lanes, bridge end approach slabs
and pavement, lighting, and guardrail. The construction operations will
reduce traffic to one lane with a 12-foot width restriction. Traffic will
be controlled with flaggers and pilot car at earthwork locations and
with a traffic signal for the bridge work.

Motorists should be prepared for suddenly slowing and stopped
traffic and be aware of construction equipment and workers adjacent
to the roadway.

The contractor on this $13.2 project is Bituminous Paving, Inc. of
Ortonville, Minnesota. The completion date for this construction project
on Highway 12 is Oct. 29, 2022.

C&MA Church to host

Easter Cantata

Groton Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church will be hosting our Easter Cantata on
Sunday, April 10 at 6pm. Please join us for
“Jesus The Undefeated One” created by Lee
Black & Jason Block and arranged by Daniel
Semsen. Afterwards, please stay for a time
of fellowship with desserts and refreshments.
We have not performed an Easter Cantata
since 2019, so we are excited to see all you
again and we celebrate our victorious Re-
deemer!

Way of the Cross
The portrayal of Christ’s journey to the
cross done by the Groton SEAS High School
students will be held Wednesday, April 13,
starting at 7 p.m. It is the annual “"Way of the
Cross”.
The portrayal is not appropriate for small
children, parental discretion advised.

American News to drop

Monday print edition
Beginning Monday, April 25, you will no
longer receive a print edition of the Aberdeen
American News. At that time, the Monday edi-
tion will be available only on-line.

oy

www.harrmotors.com
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Check out our portfoilo
on Facebook at

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling-
renovations, additions, and carpentry
work
~ Gonerete- foundations, flatwork,
tdecorative concrete surfaces.

605-380-1717

www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

OUR HEALTH

IN ABERDEEN

When you need care, you want to know it’s close to where
you live, work and play. That’s why Sanford Aberdeen

provides expert primary and specialty care right where

you call home.

About SDDOT:
The mission of the South Dakota Department of Transportation is to
efficiently provide a safe and effective public transportation system.

For the latest on road and weather conditions, road closures, con-
struction work zones, commercial vehicle restrictions, and traffic inci-
dents, please visit https://sd511.org or dial 511.

253-530-383 1/22

Read more about the innovative work of the SDDOT at https://dot.
sd.gov.

Call (605) 226-5500 to make an appointment
at the Sanford Aberdeen Clinic.

SANF3®RD

HEALTH
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Groton Robotic Teams Earn Spot at
National Competition AEriI 7-9

Congratulations to G-Force-(Travis Townsend, Jace Kroll) and Gear Heads (Jack Dinger, Ethan
Clark and Axel Warrington) for earning their way to the Us Open in Council Bluffs, Iowa! In
order to earn an invitation they have to either receive an award OR win a tournament.

The main national VEX robotics competition filled up fast this year and, unfortunately, by
the time our two teams received their invitation to the event it was filled as they only invite
110 teams across the nation. To put this in perspective, South Dakota alone has roughly 32
Vex Robotic teams.

Our next option was to compete in the US Open Create. Teams from across the world are
invited to this unique event that spans all ages with four different games/challenges played
in six distinct tournaments, including drones and other robotic versions of creativity. Slightly
different, but our teams will still get to compete with their robots in the same game they have
been participating in all year.

Please visit-- https://www.create-found.org/RoboticChampionship.php for more information
about the event we are attending and to explore the other areas of robotic creativity across
the nation!

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all that have supported Groton Robotics by donating or being a
part of our fund-raising events! We are so appreciative as our program is mostly funded by
donations and fundraising events.

For more information check out the Vex VRC robotics website, download the VEX via app
and follow Groton Tiger Robotics on Facebook. STAY TUNED for further updates from the
US OPEN in Council Bluffs, Iowa!

Submitted by Groton Robotics

uuuuu

Tournament champions in Sioux
Falls Saturday, February 12th! G-
Force (Seniors Travis Townsend and
Jace KI‘O") (Courtesy Photo)

Tournament champions in Valley City, ND Saturday,
January 29th! Gear Heads (Axel Warrington, Jack
Dinger and Ethan Clark) (courtesy Photo)

Golf Awards

The awards for the boys 2021 golf season have been presented.
Carter Simon was awarded the most improved and Brevin Fliehs
as the top medalist. (Courtesy Photo)

Heavy Show

You thought the snow was heavy from the last snow fall. There’s a good reason. It had lots

or scan and email to paperpaul @ grotonsd.net
I I I N N I S S S S S S -

| of moisture in it. After melting the four inches of snow that we had, I measured .71 of mois-
a ture content. That brings the March precipitation to 0.82 with the monthly average at 0.89.
For the year, the total moisture has been 1.80 with the average being 2.06.
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AUCTIONS

INTERSTATE AUCTION CENTER April 23
10:00am Consignment Sale 3 miles East of
Sioux Falls exit 402 Brandon, SD. Building con-
struction materials, tractors, trucks, trailers,
livestock, and farm equipment. 605.331.4550
website — auctionzip.com.

STANEK CONSTRUCTORS IS SOLICITING
BIDS from SBE, MBE, WBE Subcontractors &
Suppliers for: Brandon, SD WTP Expansion.
Bid Date: 4/11/22-2:00PM Email: estimating@
stanekconstructors.com for more info.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE: 8-lane bowling center in Wagner
with synthetic lanes, automatic scoring, res-
taurant, 30x40" bar, pool tables, dart boards.
Owner had passed away. 2-bedroom apartment
attached. Under $200,000 make an offer. Call
Marion (605) 491-0806.

EMPLOYMENT

Truss Pros in Britton is looking to hire
a CDL driver to deliver trusses in the
tri-state area. Home every night. Com-
petitive wage! Full benefit package! To
apply call 605-277-4937 or go to www.
uslbm.com/careers and search for jobs
in Britton, SD.

l__lS [DA Farm Service Agency

@ U-S- DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ABERDEEN YACANCIES

The USDA Farm Service Agency has
2 Program Technician vacancies in the
Brown County Office located in Aberdeen,
SD. Opening date is April 1, 2022, and the
closing date is April 14, 2022. To view this
vacancy announcement and apply for this
vacancy please visit www.usajobs.gov,
keyword: Program Technician Location:
Aberdeen, SD. USDA is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Provider and Employer.

HELP
WANTED!

Part time deli clerk and part

time cashier and stocker.
Apply at Ken’s Food Fair, Groton

SUMMER CLASSES

BEGIN MAY 16 SMH{%
REGISTER TODAY WAY UP
_ SWUTHEAST

m Technical College

605-367-6040 | admissions@southeasttech.edu
SOUTHEASTTECH.EDU/SUMMER

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: Seeking
school psychologist or intern in northeast-
ern South Dakota for 2022-2023 school year,
particularly around Brookings to Huron area.
Competitive salary and benefits. Position open
until filled. More info at nesc.k12.sd.us. Phone:
(605) 783-3607. EOE.

THE HOT SPRINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT has
an opening beginning the 2022-2023 school
year for an English Teacher. This position is a
1.0 FTE, Monday-Thursday with benefits and
paid leave included. Various endorsements
will be considered, classes will be determined
based on qualifications. Applicant will be join-
ing a talented team with a variety of skills and
experience. Applicants need to apply online at
hssd.k12.sd.us. Any questions can be directed
to Troy Lurz at troy.lurz@k12.sd.us. Position
open until filled.

FARMLAND rents are strong. Do you need
representation or a Farmland Manager? Con-
tact Tim Peters at 605.270.9410 or tpeters@
pifers.com. Pifer’s Land Management, www.
pifers.com

I HAVE BUYERS LOOKING for pasture and
cropland in western South Dakota. Contact
Dan Whetham, Broker Associate — Real Estate
Center of Lead-Deadwood, at (605)380-6469.

LIVESTOCK

SELLING 160 PAIRS - 60 F1 & 100 Black.
Black Angus Calves at side. Tuesday, April 12,
2022 at Philip (SD) Livestock. Herber Ranch

605-488-0079 or 605-488-0360
MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 844-980-2539

DO YOU OWE OVER $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes? Get tax relief now! We'll
fight for you! 866-709-7689 (Hours: Mon-Fri
7am-5pm PST)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-577-0313

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for
only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work for you today!
(25 words for $150. Each additional word $5.)
Statewide Full Digital Ad is $300 for 1 week.
Call the Groton Independent at 397-7460 for
details.

APRIL22 | 8PM 21+
TICKETS STARTING AT $40
PURCHASE TICKETS AT ROYALRIVERCASINOCOM
AT THE CASINO GIFT SHOP OR CALL1-800-838-3006

607 S VETERANS ST
FLANDREAU, SD

4
%W% 1.877.912.LUCK
CASINO-HOTEL ROYALRIVERCASINO.COM

Royal River Casino & Hotel reserves all rights to cancel or modify this program at anytime. See Players Club for promotional rules and details.
Must be 21. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-781-HELP.

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling i

New & Cleaning of g
Stockdams with our _
60’ reach trackhoe s i8S

605/395-6531|
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SOUTH DAKOTA
DISPLAY NETWORK

Reach the readers of 118 newspapers across South Dakota!
Call/Text Paul at 605-397-7460 for details.

Youcansay ALOT
in a small space
at little cost!

KINGSWOOD ___

RUMMAG

SALES

Wed.-Fri., April 27-29 Sat., April 30
8:00 am - 8:00 pm 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

THE DAYS AND HOURS INDIVIDUAL SALES ARE OPEN WILL VARY. A LISTING OF PARTICIPATING SALES

WILL BE AVAILABLE AT WWW.Kingswoodrummage.com/listings avaiLALE oN APRIL 22.

Kingswood Boundaries: SW Sioux Falls, between |29 on the East and the
Tea-Ellis Road on the West, 12th Street on North and 57th Street on South

45TH
Annual

Southwest
Sioux Falls, SD

EDUCATION INSTRUCTORS WANTED

Northwest Area Schools Multi-District/Education Cooperative in Isabel, SD
is seeking applications for the 2022-2023 school year for an instructor for
one (1) of the following CTE Clusters: open until filled

Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communications « Health Science
Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics - Architecture & Construction

South Dakota licensure is required and work-related experience may
count toward certification. NWAS offers competitive salary, benefits,
transportation and SD Retirement. Contact Quinn Lenk, Director, at

605-466-2206, or email quinn.lenk@k12.sd.us
Northwest Area Schools Multi-District/Education Cooperative does not discriminate on the basis of

race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

POSITION OPENING

The Milbank School District is looking for a

School Psychologist

Must have a master’s or specialist degree from an accredited
program of psychology, current, valid psychologist certification
in South Dakota and two years of experience as a psychologist,
preferably in a school system or other pediatric setting.

Applications can be found at www.milbankschooldistrict.com-Employment
or https://milbank.tedk12.com/hire. For questions, contact
Justin Downes, superintendent, at 605-432-5579 or justin.downes@k12.sd.us.

All of the public notices now
appearing in the
Groton Independent are posted
on-line at
sdpublicnotices.com
There are a nhumber of search options
available

To see the notices published in the Groton
Independent, select

THE GROTON INDEPENDENT
and then search
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Brown County
March 29, 2022

Meeting2 Minutes
MARCH 29, 2022 — GENERAL
MEETING

Meeting called to order by
Commission Chair Sutton at
8:45 A.M. in the Commission
Chambers, Courthouse Annex,
Brown County, SD. Present
were Commissioners Feickert,
Fjeldheim, Wiese, and Gage.
Commissioner Fjeldheim led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Wiese to approve the
agenda. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

BID OPENING - COURT-
HOUSE ANNEX ROOF — Defer
for review:

Place and time as advertised,
to open read and consider bids
for BRO 8007(00)21-1 PCN 08FG
Structure and Approach Grading.
Bids were opened and deferred
for review. Moved by Fjeldheim,
seconded by Feickert to defer
bids for review later in the meet-
ing. All members present voting
aye. Motion carried.

BID OPENING — COURT-
HOUSE ANNEX ROOF - Award:

Moved by Feickert, second-
ed by Wiese to recommend
awarding lower bidder Robert
R. Schroeder Construction Inc.
in the amount of $1,721,645.85;
rejecting bids from the follow-
ing: Duinick, Inc, in the amount
of $3,132,526.45; Swingen
Construction Company in the
amount of $2,080,279.00; SFC
Civil Constructors in the amount
of $2,621,524.35. All members
present voting aye. Motion
carried.

ORDINANCE 215 - ADOPTION

Moved by Wiese, seconded by
Gage to adopt ordinance 215.
An ordinance amending Second
Revision Brown County Ordi-
nances, Title 4 Zoning, Chapters
4.01 Definitions, 4.06 Agriculture
Preservation District (AG-P), 4.07
Mini Agriculture District (M-AG),
4.15 Light Industrial District
(LI), and 4.16 Heavy Industrial
(HI). The adopted ordinance
will be made available for public
inspection at the Brown County
Auditor’s Office or Brown County
Planning and Zoning Office dur-
ing regular business hours. Roll
Call Vote: Commissioner Feickert
— aye, Fjeldheim — aye, Wiese —
aye, Gage — aye, Sutton — aye.
Ordinance Adopted.

HIGHWAY UPDATE:

Dirk Rogers (Highway Super-
intendent) met to discuss county
application for occupancy quali-
fications, future federal funding,
and rural access infrastructure
funding.

PURCHASE AGREEMENT -
REGIONAL JAIL:

Discussion on the purchase
agreement for the regional jail
building. No action was taken.
Moved by Wiese, seconded by
Gage to hold a special meeting
Friday, April 1, 2022, at 8:00
a.m. in the Brown County Court-
house Commission Chambers to
review a revised purchase agree-
ment. Roll Call Vote: Commis-

sioner Feickert — nay, Fjeldheim
— aye, Wiese — aye, Gage — aye,
Sutton — aye. Motion carried.

JAIL OPTIONS PRESENTA-
TION:

Cory Johnson with GA John-
son Construction, Inc met to
present options for proceeding
with the regional jail facility.
Cory Johnson recommended
proceeding with a construction
manager and engineer. No ac-
tion was taken.

MINUTES:

Moved by Wiese, seconded by
Feickert to approve the general
meeting minutes of March 22,
2022. All members present vot-
ing aye. Motion carried.

CLAIMS:

Moved by Wiese, seconded by
Fjeldheim to approve the follow-
ing claims and Payroll:

Payroll: Commission
$4,503.96; Auditor $9,516.06;
Treasurer $12,755.33; SA
$25,766.80; SVAWA $0.00;
Maintenance $10,058.29; As-
sessor $15,291.97; Register
of Deeds $8,028.80; VSO
$4,143.28; GIS $2,483.72; IT
$7,540.46; HR $4,061.37; Sheriff
$42,798.78; Jail $54,961.69;
Coroner (Voucher) $0.00;
Court Security $7,004.66; IJDC
$25,725.24; Welfare $2,161.43;
Museum $9,047.19; Parks/Fair-

rounds $4,083.08; Fair Board
4,720.00; 4-H $620.00; Weed
$918.14; Planning & Zoning
$5,762.51; Highway $41,422.16;
Dispatch $42,383.93; Emer-
gency $4,285.81; Teen Court
$620.16; JDAI $1,846.15; 24/7
Sobriety $1,393.50; Landfill
$14,817.21; MATCHING BEN-
EFITS: FICA $22,031.78, Medi-
care $5,152.54; Discovery HSA
$915.84, Wellmark Blue Cross
Blue Shield $117,992.80, Delta
Dental $7,639.50, Dearborn Life
$1,041.42, SDRS Retirement
$46,773.96.

CLAIMS: Professional Fees:
AGTERRA TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
$570.00; AVERA ST. LUKE’'S
$1,063.90; BROWN COUNTY
4-H LEADERS ASSOCIATION
$5,350.00; CARLSEN FUNERAL
HOME & CREMATORY $660.00;
Casey Dinger $270.72; CGI
$1,452.36; GARY MCNEIL
$558.96; Imaging Forensics
$7,187.50; JODI SUDWEEKS
$395.00; LINCOLN COUNTY
TREASURER $267.87; LUMEN
$200.53; MARK KATTERHAGEN
$40.50; MATTHEW BENDER
& CO INC $78.08; MICHELLE
GAIKOWSKI $44.20; MINNE-
HAHA COUNTY,SD $10,276.50;
Nanette Storch $416.02; SAN-
FORD HEALTH OCCUPATIONAL
MEDICINE ABERDEEN $126.00;
TALIAFERRO LAW FIRM
$8,541.67; US BANK $2,496.89
Publishing: ARGUS LEADER
$47.22; GROTON INDEPENDENT
$786.05; LEE ENTERPRISES
$22.85; US BANK $65.00 Repairs
& Maintenance: DAKOTA SUPPLY
GROUP $10.16; LEIDHOLT ELEC-
TRIC LLC $233.14; POMPS TIRE
SERVICE, INC $715.58; QUALITY
WELDING $320.00; STEVEN
LUST AUTOMOTIVE $1,661.50;
US BANK $193.94 Supplies: Alex
Engel $122.51; AUTO ZONE,
INC $4.94; CENTURY BUSI-
NESS PRODUCTS $99.57; COLE

PAPERS $1,308.72; DAKOTA
SUPPLY GROUP $1,241.18; GCS
SERVICE, INC. $63.09; GOV-
CONNECTION INC $1,452.55;
HOUSE OF GLASS $60.20; Jesse
Milbrandt $150.87; MENARDS
$274.39; PERFORMANCE OIL
& LUBRICANTS $369.84; PIT-
NEY BOWES INC. $15,126.00;
PLUMBING & HEATING WHOLE-
SALE, INC. $690.99; QUALITY
WELDING $332.96; R.D. OF-
FUTT COMPANY $1,474.44;
RANDALL E. WEBER $293.00;
STEVEN LUST AUTOMOTIVE
$3,887.82; Towing Plus $150.00;
US BANK $19,503.42 Travel &
Conference: CATHY MCNICKLE
$14.00; SARAH J JESZ $149.46;
Stephanie Jacobson $14.00;
US BANK $2,092.00 Utilities:
DEPENDABLE SANITATION INC
$165.00; JAMES VALLEY TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS $213.50;
MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES
CO $46.04; NORTHWESTERN
ENERGY & COMMUNICATIONS
$2,500.54; QWEST CORPORA-
TION $0.36; US BANK $3,767.16
Rentals: BRAD HART $1,500.00
Others: WEX HEALTH INC.
$3,000.00; CITY OF ABERDEEN
$6,000.00

All members present voting
aye. Motion carried.

HR REPORT:

Moved by Fjeldheim, second-
ed by Wiese to approve the fol-
lowing Human Resource Report:

Acknowledge employment
end of Anthony Lawson, Brown
County Jail Correctional Officer,
full-time; effective March 22,
2022, and approve the request
to fill the vacancy.

Approve hiring of Brandon
Duxbury as Brown County Daco-
tah Prairie Museum Curator of
Collections, full-time; starting
wage $15.80 per hour; effective
April 4, 2022.

Approve hiring of Jeff Seiler
as Brown County Highway Labor
Grade 3, full-time, starting wage
$18.94 per hour, effective April
4, 2022.

All members present voting
aye. Motion carried.

ALCOHOL LICENSE- SPECIAL
EVENT:

Moved by Feickert, seconded
by Gage to approve the follow-
ing special event malt beverage
permits: DTOM Veterans Ranch
at the Holum Expo Building 400
24th Ave NW Aberdeen, SD, May
14, 2022 for malt beverage and
wine. DTOM Veterans Ranch
at the Clubhouse 400 24th Ave
NW Aberdeen, SD, September
10, 2022, for malt beverage and
wine. All members present vot-
ing age. Motion carried.

LOTTERY:

Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Wiese to approve the
following lottery application:
DTOM 22/0 Foundation for lot-
tery to be held May 14th, 2022
at the Holum Expo Building. All
members present voting age.
Motion carried.

LEASES:

Moved by Wiese seconded by
Feickert to approve the following
lease agreements: Aberdeen
Chamber Ag Committee for lease
of tables, chairs, and pens April
11-12th. DTOM Veterans Ranch
for lease of Clubhouse Septem-

ber 10, 2022. All members pres-
ent voting age. Motion carried.

SURPLUS SALE:

Moved by Feickert, seconded
by Wiese to approve and autho-
rize the following surplus sale:
Auction to consist of the following
Brown County Highway depart-
ment surplus: New Holland LW-
190 Wheel Loader - 2001 - Serial
Number ZEFOLW19000730109,
2006 Trail King Utility Trailer -
Model TKT12U - Vin Number
1TKU020266M015188, 2009
Tilt Trailer 20FT - Vin Number
4UGFH20269D017153, 2008
Chevrolet Pickup - CK20743 - Vin
Number 1GCHK23K28F212929,
1990 Chevrolet Pickup - CK309
3500 - Vin Number 1GCH-
K34N7LE126545, JD 6400 Mow-
er Tractor - 1997 - Serial Number
L0640000V191892 with Tiger
Offset Mower 780 & Tiger Side
Mount Mower - Serial Number
89115, JD 6400 Mower Trac-
tor - 1997 - Serial Number
L06400V191911, Alamo Eagle
Batwing Mower 15 Foot - 2007 -
Serial Number 10294, Cub Cadet
2552 Riding Lawn Mower - Serial
Number 1B185G10144, 4 inch
water pump model 8A2-B. Live
auction to be conducted online
at jarkworlie.com Wednesday
April 13, 2022 at 10a.m. This is
a Live Virtual Online Sale only.
Items will be offered / auctioned
in catalog order. Go to www.
jarkworlie.com and go to April
Live Virtual Consignment Sale.
Click on the “CLICK HERE FOR
CATALOG" icon to go into sale,
register and bid. Please register
at least 24 hours prior to bidding.
Pre-bidding will be offered on all
items prior to start of auction.
For more information call Jark/
Worlie Auction Service at (605)
225-1828 or the Brown County
Highway Department at (605)
626-7118. All members present
voting age. Motion carried.

QUIET TITLE ACTION:

Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Weise to approve, and
authorize the Chair to sign a
contract with Fischbach Law Of-
fice for quiet title action on a tax
deed property at the following
legal description: Lot Twenty-
one (21) and the South Ten Feet
(S. 10") of the West Half (W 2)
of Lot Twenty-two (22), Block
Nineteen (19), Hagerty and
Lloyd’s Addition to Aberdeen,
according to the plat thereof of
record, subject to easements,
restrictions of record, if any.
The rate is approximately $1,500
for legal service and $200 per
hour for additional hearings. All
members present voting age.
Motion carried.

FAIR CONTRACTS:

Moved by Feickert, seconded
by Gage to approve, and au-
thorize the Chair to sign the
following contracts for the 2022
Brown County Fair: Larry Fleet
(entertainment), Callista Clark
(entertainment), Scotty McCre-
ery (entertainment), Danielle
Brodbery (entertainment). All
members present voting age.
Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

State Representative Carl
Perry (District 3) gave a legisla-
tive update.

ADJOURNMENT:

race.

SAMPLE

OFFICIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION BALLOT

MAYORAL
GROTON, SOUTH DAKOTA

April 12,

Published once at the total approximate cost of $72.00. 21097

Scott Hanlon

2022

To vote use a cross (X) or a check mark (\/) in the square in front
of the name. DO NOT cast more votes than are allowed in each

For Mayor 3 year-term, you may vote for one or leave it blank.

Aaron Michael Grant
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Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Wiese to adjourn the
Brown County Commission at
10:50 a.m. All members present
voting aye. Motion carried.

Cathy McNickle, Brown County
Auditor

Published once at the total
approximate cost of $101.82.
21098.

Henry Township

OPT OUT NOTICE

ATTENTION TAXPAYERS:
NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX
INCREASE.

The Governing Board of Henry
Township do to state that the
above said board is unable to
operate under the tax limitation
measure currently in statute. We
therefore OPT OUT of such tax
limitation in the amount $30,000
starting with the calendar year of
2023 taxes payable in the year
2023. This opt out will be for
10 years, which will be through
taxes payable in the year 2033.
This action has been taken by
the board and approved by
at least two-thirds vote of the
board.

This decision may be deferred
to a vote of the people upon a
petition signed by at least five
percent of the registered voters
in the district and filed with the
governing board within twenty
days of the first publication of
this decision.

Unless this action is referred
to a vote of the people and
reversed by such vote, this
resolution authorizes the county
auditor to spread and excess
levy to raise tax dollars stated
amount.

Signed: Cliff Pray Board Chair-
man, John Zeck Board Member,
Mark Abeln Board Member, Matt
Oswald Board Member, Darlene
Sass Board Member.

(0330.0406)

Published twice at the total
approximate cost of $24.84.
21049

Brown County
Surplus

Property

NOTICE OF SURPLUS PROP-
ERTY SALE

Notice is hereby given for
surplus auction. Auction to
consist of the following Brown
County Highway department
surplus: New Holland LW-190
Wheel Loader - 2001 - Serial
Number ZEFOLW19000730109,
2006 Trail King Utility Trailer -
Model TKT12U - Vin Number
1TKU020266M015188, 2009
Tilt Trailer 20FT - Vin Number
4UGFH20269D017153, 2008
Chevrolet Pickup - CK20743 - Vin
Number 1GCHK23K28F212929,
1990 Chevrolet Pickup - CK309
3500 - Vin Number 1GCH-
K34N7LE126545, JD 6400 Mow-
er Tractor - 1997 - Serial Number
L0640000V191892 with Tiger
Offset Mower 780 & Tiger Side
Mount Mower - Serial Number
89115, JD 6400 Mower Trac-
tor - 1997 - Serial Number
L06400V191911, Alamo Eagle
Batwing Mower 15 Foot - 2007 -
Serial Number 10294, Cub Cadet
2552 Riding Lawn Mower - Serial
Number 1B185G10144, 4 inch
water pump model 8A2-B. Live
auction to be conducted online
at jarkworlie.com Wednesday
April 13, 2022 at 10a.m. This is
a Live Virtual Online Sale only.
Items will be offered / auctioned
in catalog order. Go to www.
jarkworlie.com and go to April
Live Virtual Consignment Sale.
Click on the “CLICK HERE FOR
CATALOG” icon to go into sale,
register and bid. Please register
at least 24 hours prior to bidding.
Pre-bidding will be offered on all
items prior to start of auction.
For more information call Jark/
Worlie Auction Service at (605)
225-1828 or the Brown County
Highway Department at (605)
626-7118.

ATTEST:

Cathy McNickle, Brown County
Auditor

(0330.0406)

Published Twice at the total
approximate cost of $32.56.
21056

Brown County
Notice of
Consolidated

E%uallzatlon
NOTICE OF MEETING OF
CONSOLIDATED EQUALIZATION
BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the
Board of County Commission-
ers, Aberdeen City Council and
Aberdeen School Board, sitting
as a County Board of Equaliza-
tion (SDCL 10-11-66) of Brown
County, SD will meet in the Com-
missioners’ Chambers in said
County on TUESDAY, the 12th
day of April, 2022, (being the
second Tuesday in April) for the
purpose of reviewing, correcting
and equalizing the assessment of
said County for year 2022.

All persons considering them-
selves aggrieved by said assess-
ment are required to submit writ-
ten notice to the County Auditor
no later than April 5, 2022.

Cathy McNickle, County Audi-
tor, Brown County, SD

Dated this 30th day of March,
2022

(0330.0407)

Published twice at the total
approximate cost of $18.21.
21065

Brown County

Notice of

County Equalization

NOTICE OF MEETING OF
COUNTY EQUALIZATION BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the
Board of County Commission-
ers, sitting as a County Board of
Equalization (SDCL 10-11-25) of
Brown County, SD will meet in
the Commissioners’ Chambers
in said County on TUESDAY, the
12th day of April, 2022, (being
the second Tuesday in April)
for the purpose of reviewing,
correcting and equalizing the
assessment of said County for
year 2022.

All persons considering them-
selves aggrieved by said assess-
ment are required to submit writ-
ten notice to the County Auditor
no later than April 5, 2022.

Cathy McNickle, County Audi-
tor, Brown County, SD

Dated this 30th day of March,
2022

(0330.0407)

Published twice at the total
approximate cost of $17.10.
21066

Brown County
Schaffer

Rezoning Hearing

NOTICE

Application has been made
by Troy Schaffer to the Brown
County Board of Commissioners
for a change of zoning. Hearing
to be held in the Commissioner’s
Chambers, Courthouse Annex,
Brown County, South Dakota
on April 12 at 8:45 A.M. for the
purpose of rezoning the follow-
ing property from Chapter 4.06
Agriculture Preservation District
(AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 Mini Ag
District (M-AG):

Lot 3, “Feickert’s Second Sub-
division” in the SE1/4 of Section
20-T124N-R64W of the 5th P.M.,
Brown County, South Dakota.
(12769 384th Ave)

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to present
comments and testimony regard-
ing the amendment to Second
Revision Brown County Ordi-
nances pertaining to rezoning
the described property. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the
Brown County Commission may
adopt first reading of Ordinance
No. 216.

ATTEST:

(0330.0406)

Cathy McNickle, Brown County
Auditor

Published twice at the total
approximate cost of $21.53.
21057

Groton City
Notice of

Maeéor Election
NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL ELEC-
TION

MUNICIPALITY OF GROTON

A Municipal Election will be
held on April 12, 2022 in Groton,
South Dakota. If the polls can-
not be opened because of bad
weather, the election may be
postponed one week.

The election polls will be open
from seven a.m. to seven p.m.
central time on the day of the
election.

At the election, the following
questions will be voted upon or
offices will be filled:

Mayor 3-year term

Aaron Michael Grant or Scott
Hanlon

The polling place in each
precinct of this municipality is
as follows:

City of Groton voters may vote
at the Groton Community Center,
109 N 3rd Street, Groton, SD
57445. In-person absentee vot-
ing is available at City Hall, 120 N
Main Street, Groton, SD 57445.
Voters may vote during business
hours in-person until 5:00 p.m.
on the day before the election.

Any voter who needs assis-
tance, pursuant to the Americans
with Disabilities Act, may contact
the Municipal Finance Officer at
605-397-8422 before the elec-
tion for information on polling
place accessibility for people with
disabilities.

Douglas Heinrich, Groton City
Finance Officer

(0330.0406)

Published twice at the total
approximate cost of $26.49.
21058



POPS Concert held Sunday

Julianna Kosel sang, "I Will Always
Remember You.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Kamryn Fliehs and Jaeger
Kampa were the masters of
ceremony. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

tion.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Kianna Sander sang,
“Bored.” (photo by Paul Kosel)

The annual POPS Concert was held Sunday with two performances. The Flex Band
performed several selections: “Superstition,” "Bohemian Rhapsody,” “"Respect,”
“Disco Lives” and “YMCA.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Anna Bisbee sang, “Good
Morning Baltimore.” (Photo by Paul
Kosel)

Cadance Tullis sang, “Never
Enough." (Photo by Paul Kosel)

‘,\ ‘.v Atu ,'Pt"' '.M_»,’l y
AR, |
Shaylee Peterson sang,

“Make You Feel My Love.” (photo
by Paul Kosel)

Trinity Smith sang, “Like My
Father.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Camryn Kurtz sang, “Imag-
ine.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Carter Barse
sang, “Vien-
na.” He was
accompanied
by Elliana
Weismantel
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Sarah Jacobs sang, “"Dancing
Queen.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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It took Les Dohman 90 years to look
this good. Card party for his birthday
on April 16, 2022-send card to Les
Dohman PO Box 517 Groton SD 57445
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Groton City
Zimmerman

Variance Notice
NOTICE OF VARIANCE HEAR-

ING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT The Groton Planning &
Zoning Commission will be hold-

2022 at 6:00pm CDT at City Hall,
120 N Main St., Groton, SD for
a variance of Chapter 9, Section
9.0106 of the Groton Zoning
Ordinance. This application was
made by Jarett and Amanda
Zimmerman for a garage within
2 feet of the west lot line in a
Residential (R-1) District at 302
N 4th Street, Groton, SD, legally

Addition.

Any person wishing to pres-
ent testimony for or against this
special exception may appear in
person or by representative at
the above time and place.

Doug Heinrich

Zoning Administrator

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $9.20. 21099.

ing a public hearing on April 25,  described as Lt 5-6 Bk 1 Original

New at the

The Stairmaster
and Air Bike

Call/Text Paul at 605/397-7460
or Tina at 605/397-7285
for membership info

Order your Graduation Balloons while we have a good supply!

#2-$5  #3-$6

#13 - $8 357

$5

#20 -

#19 - $5
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-$10 - 45”

#17 - $5

#16 - $5 #18 - $5

We have many other balloons available as
well. We now ofter locker pickup in the

laundromat so you can pick up your order
ANY TIME once the order is completed!




A subscription to the Groton Independent
makes a great gift!
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( We watch and study birds... )
22 New

www.readingclubfun.com

Hey, who’s

that? I'll watch

oed Where did | leave my eggs?
We | can be a bit of a birdbrain.

him like a hawk 7
Billions of birds live on our planet - in 10 4 2
the forests, jungles, deserts, grasslands, Q> yertebrates ook
near water and even in snowy areas. Millions
. of people like to watch or photograph birds _ Nesy
Read the cluesto ! simply because birds are so beautifull It is ables s
fill in the puzzle + 7 J ’ fun to watch birds move and fly, and listen to 0)
/ Jabout birds! how they communicate. Some people study commun 6
Sy birds’ habits and life cycles. You can join in Nicate =
the fun and watch birds in your yard or at a
park near you. Think about starting a notebook | (& foes g peaks
1. Birds are warm-blooded and have in which to draw, color and write what you
backbones. They are : \Iearn about birds as you watch them! )i
2. Flying birds have hollow Sects 1
that make their bodies lighter, and powerful wings covered with Hmmm... \pone®
feathers that help to lift them into the air. Only birds have feathers! that’s a nice 11 !
3. Most bird feet have four _____, three in front and one in back, to help them perch.\ house.
4. Ducks, geese and other water birds have feet that help them swim. o O 3 |
5. Birds have , but no teeth. The shape of a bird’s beak is suited to its diet. o, 1S
6. Birds may eat fruit, seeds, , fish, flower nectar and, in some cases, meat. A
7. Female birds lay eggs, sometimes on the ground, but mostly in they build. |
8. When their hatch, many mother birds will chew food, then feed it to them. 5
9. Birds with each other using chirps and tweets. Some birds, such as | wonder if i I have the fastest
parrots, can mimic human speech. comes with wingbeat of any bird
10. Birds live almost : forests, deserts, jungles, grasslands and on mountains. \ g pirgbath? lam a '
11. Birds may fly south before the to warmer areas where it’s easier to live.

12. Some birds, like eagles, live in pairs while others, like geese, stay together in a h_mm__ngb_rd

My strong feet have 79 }* 02.'/-3_-:1 5 (" Did you know that flamingos are born with gray T[ ! )
only two toes, but | 8e 76 feathers? Our pink color comes from eating algae amlng 08§
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0 7 760 9 f;“cr;s from Ithese food§ goes through our livers, the e>.(tra T
6 67 e e 75 *10 \colorlng travels into our feathers and we look pink. aCtS
65 o ©  °69 > .Qﬁﬁ
61y <83 /8 * 7412 1. The fastest swimming bird is the gentoo pe _ u___, )
6261 ..5'960 { 1514 1 which can swim up to about 22 miles per hour.
58° 57\ o5 °16 2. The largest bird is the __str __ch. It cannot fly. It lays the biggest egg!
55 o 5 174 3. The smallest birdisthehu __ b _ rd. It has the fastest Fill in the
53e 5154 L S 25 18 wingbeat of all birds, flapping its wings up to 50-60 times in one second. birds’ names
5 .f% I 2321 19 4.The _Ib __ tr _ss has the largest wingspan of any flying bird, up to 11 feet. | iy each fun
0 4g 47 ° N2 " *50 5.A _ __ _ p__ewil steal shiny items and put them in its nest. fact by using a g a
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14 330432 9.Ch __cke —sare the most common birds in the world. | as you use it. I
570 36 4334 \_10. About ten million birds, like p __r __keets, are kept as petsinthe U.S. ) n g 'y
T d, g) é | 1. eats like a bird A. can do whatever you choose %
?’OM (15 GL QCLC 0 C . 2. dead as a dodo B. view of something from high above °
You can be “as proud as a peacock” if you 3. free as a bird . no longer gxists %
finish this puzzle by yourself! Match up each 4.as graceful as a swan D. eats very litle E
o . . 5. bird’s-eye view E. moves smoothly S
bird” saying to its meaning: 3 <
e}
1. for the birds A. very rainy é
2. lovely weather for ducks B. someone shared a good secret 5
3. alittle bird told me C. not interesting or worth your time L—%
4. ruffle someone’s feathers D. an errand that can’t be finished g
5. wild goose chase E. upset or annoy someone §
=2
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SOUTH DAKOTA
w NEWS WATCH

Inform. Enlighten. Illuminate.

School counselors in S.D. playing Iarger role
amid student mental health Crisis

Stu Whitney
South Dakota News Watch

Sara Holmberg’s job as a coun-
selor at Dell Rapids Middle School |
has never been more challenging.

As fallout from the pandemic
creates what the U.S. Surgeon
General calls a “youth mental
health crisis,” school counselors
like Holmberg find themselves
providing not just academic
and vocational guidance, but
emotional support to students
and families. Forging that many
personal connections is difficult,
so schools are exploring ways to
supplement traditional counseling
with professional partnerships to
make sure teens get the attention
they need.

Holmberg, 38, is one of three
counselors in the Dell Rapids
School District, which has 985
students. Now in her fourth year
at the school, she is the only counselor serv-
ing the middle school, with an enroliment of
about 300. She knows there is no way she
can provide effective one-on-one guidance for
every child, especially as more students and
families continue to struggle with academic
and financial setbacks from COVID-19.

According to the South Dakota Department
of Education, nearly 90 percent of accredited
schools in the state held in-person classes
during the 2020-21 school year, alleviating
some of the loss of structure from when
schools went to remote learning for nearly
three months starting in March 2020, when
coronavirus first hit the state.

And yet, many students continue to suf-
fer emotional problems. Nationally, 37 per-
cent of high school students reported they
experienced poor mental health during the
pandemic. according to a Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention survey released March
31, while 44 percent reported they felt sad or
hopeless during the past year.

This continues a trend seen before the
pandemic, when a CDC data summary from
2009-19 found that more than one in three
high school students said they had experi-
enced such persistent feelings of sadness
or hopelessness in the past year that they
couldn't participate in their regular activities, a
40 percent increase from the previous report.

In South Dakota, suicide was the 10th-
leading cause of death overall among all state
residents in 2020, but was the leading cause of
death among ages 10 to 19, according to the
Helpline Center, a statewide suicide prevention
agency. The crisis is particularly staggering for
Native American youth, whose suicide rate is
estimated by the South Dakota Department of
Health to be 2.5 times higher than the white
population, with social isolation during the
pandemic increasing the emotional toll.

“The pandemic put mental health more on
the radar and accelerated everyone’s con-
cerns,” Holmberg said after meeting with a
group of eighth-graders in her office on a
recent school day. “Instead of it being part
of background conversation, it brought those
concerns to the forefront and became in many
ways our main focus.”

Getting students involved
Leah DeHaan, a junior at Platte-Geddes High
School, recalled her reaction when the school

Sara Holmberg, a counselor in the Dell Rapids School Dis-
trict, meets with a group of middle schoolers in her office on
Friday, April 1. Holmberg is utilizing new strategies such as
a YouTube animated series to encourage more conversation
about mental health issues. photo: stu Whitney, South Dakota News Watch

started a student-led “"Hope Squad” to tackle
suicide prevention and encourage communica-
tion about topics such as depression, anxiety,
bullying and abuse.

“I was skeptical,” said DeHaan. “As a teen
who has suffered from mental health issues
myself, I was concerned that it was just shift-
ing responsibility off the adults and onto the
students, like they were using students as
makeshift therapists.”

She had a conversa-
tion with Platte-Ged-
des school counselor
Sadie Hanson, who
assuaged DeHaan’s
concerns and told her
that the fact that she
voiced them made her
a perfect candidate
to serve on the Hope
Squad, which now has
15 members spanning
grades 7-12.

The national program was created by former
Utah high school principal Greg Hudnall, who
said he reached a breaking point in 1997 after
getting a phone call that one of his students
had killed himself in a public park — one in a
string of tragedies in the school district.

“That’s when I told myself, 'I'm done. I can't
take any more of this,”” Hudnall told People
Magazine in 2019. “T vowed that I would do
everything I could to prevent it from ever hap-
pening again.”

Hope Squad programs operate in 35 U.S.
states and Canada, with Platte-Geddes and
Flandreau building teams in South Dakota.
Students are asked to name three peers they
would turn to if they were struggling emotion-
ally. Those lists help educators choose team
members, who are trained on how to recognize
signs of suicide contemplation and depression.

“Studies show that teens who (die by suicide)
typically tell a friend that they're planning to
do it, but that peer doesn't always go to an
adult or find a resource to help,” said Platte-
Geddes superintendent Joel Bailey, adding that
the phenomenon can be more pronounced in
smaller communities.

Regardless of population, though, state data
points to the need for new strategies. South
Dakota’s 2019 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance
System revealed that 23 percent of high school
students said they considered suicide, while 12
percent said they attempted suicide.

Leah DeHaan
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college and possibly work as a mu-
seum archivist, said she struggled
with depression and anxiety in
middle school and the beginning
of high school. Her breakthrough
! came when talking candidly to Han-
- son, the school counselor, about
. what she was going through.

“Slowly we broke it down, and
it became easier to discuss,” De-
Haan said, “Now you see more kids
around here willing to talk about
their own struggles, the medica-
tions they need to take, and how
they plan to move forward.”

Seeking a team
effort

At last count, there were just
under 25,000 students in the
Sioux Falls School District and 66
school counselors, which equates
to a ratio of 364 students to every
counselor. That's right on the state
average for South Dakota and on
par with ratios in neighboring states Iowa
(370:1), Nebraska (369:1) and North Dakota
(297:1). The American School Counselor As-
sociation recommends a lower ratio of 250:1.

“Building the new high school (Sioux Falls
Jefferson) helped with the ratios, but we
could always use more support,” said Travis
Sieber, who heads the counseling department
at Washington High, which has six counselors
for 1,870 students. “Sometimes the mental
health related duties become so top heavy
that there aren’t enough hours in the day to
address other aspects of the job, like academic
support and post-high school planning.”

Sieber, in his 14th year at Washington, saw
slippage in student performance following the
spring of 2020, when classes went online. That
loss of structure and in-person interaction
fostered bad habits that were hard to break,
he said, not to mention pandemic-related hard-
ships faced by many families.

“For the first time in any of our generations,
adults didnt have all the answers when it
came to safety and housing and a sense that
everything would be OK,” said Seiber. “That
created a sense of heightened anxiety that
was passed down to students.”

This year, Washington’s counseling depart-
ment set up a weekly programming series
called the “Warrior 24,” an effort to address
24 mental health topics over 24 weeks for 24
minutes every Thursday. The group surveyed
students to find out their top concerns, which
ranged from “burnout or pressure from activi-
ties” to “sleep issues and time management”
and “stress and anxiety management.”

Help is also available outside the school, with
medical providers such as Avera Behavioral
Health, Southeastern Behavioral Health and
the Lutheran Social Services PATH program
partnering with the school district and tak-
ing on referrals. The Helpline Center offers
a Text4Hope program that provides crisis
texting support for all high school students in
the state.

For most students, though, it helps to have
a guiding hand and familiar face in the school
hallways to enhance the educational experi-
ence. Sioux Falls used federal Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief funds to
add seven more school counselors for 2021-

Continues on next page
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22, encouraging them to actively engage with
students rather than waiting to be consulted.

“It's important to get counselors into the
classrooms not only for academic support, but
social/emotional support and the college/ca-
reer aspect,” said Patti Lake-Torbert, coordina-
tor of counseling services for the state’s largest
school district. “That is where the hope comes
from, because we all need to know what our
‘why'is, such as ‘why am I in school?’ We want
to make sure students know that we believe in
them and their ability to make decisions about
what they want their future to look like, and
we're here to help.”

Putting families in focus

In Dell Rapids, Sara Holmberg and her fel-
low counselors know that encouraging mental
health conversations when appropriate is a
team effort that stretches into households,
where real solutions await.

“Even if I could meet with every kid, I don't
know their family dynamics,” Holmberg said.

]
o O AMERICAN
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(

I SOUNELOR - Ratio 2020-2021

State 1
National Avg, 415

Washington High School seniors Micah Moran (left) and Mat-
thew Agyeman speak to freshmen about high school success
during an outreach series known as the Warrior 24. photo: Courtesy

Student-to-School-Counselor

“Everything might be
fine one day and there
could be a family crisis
soon after.”
| Dell Rapids Super-
intendent Summer
). Schultz started look-
% ing for ways to ex-
g pand the school dis-
g trict’s outreach after
seeing mental health
concerns bubble to
the surface during the
height of the pan-
demic.

“The wheels had
been turning for a
while,” said Schultz,
president-elect of the
South Dakota School
Superintendents As-
sociation. “"We had
all been searching for
mental health support and exploring ways to
fund it. But it's heightened when families are
dealing with repercussions of COVID-19 — los-
ing family members, losing income or jobs,
kids at home, rising inflation. These issues
are not diminishing as things begin to become
more normal. And when one person is suffer-
ing, the whole family suffers.”

In partnership with the Utah-based Cook
Center for Human Connection, Dell Rapids of-
fers “virtual mental health nights” with online
support for families from trained professionals.
That program will be expanded using ESSER
funds to provide a family coaching component,
where parents have 24/7 access to consultants
who can help with everything from behavioral
issues to making a household schedule.

The school district is also utilizing an ani-
mated series called "My Life is Worth Living”
created by Terry Thoren, who helped produce
the “Rugrats” television show on Nickelodeon
in the 1990s. The character-driven YouTube
videos focus on topics such bullying, suicidal
ideation, sexual orientation and abuse.

“The series does a really good job of model-
ing for parents,” said Holmberg. "It gives them

the language to talk
about these things.
Sometimes parents
don’t want to push too
much, so this serves

School
counselors

Total number
of students

49,356,945 118,902

Alabama 415

Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
Califomnia
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Winois

Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina

734,559 1,769
419
716
361
572
278
349
381
460
434
419

268
493
665

475
370
39
366

297
332
364
638
592
398
325
291
369
445
208 The American
337 School Counselor
443 Association
350 recommends a
326 ratio of 250-to-1.

as an icebreaker.”

She recommended
the video series to
a student who was
struggling with anxiety
and depression. “After
watching it, they had
the language to talk to
me about it,” she said.
“They said, ‘I feel anx-
ious and can’t catch
my breath. I don't see
anyone else struggling
with this.”

Holmberg respond-
ed by saying that in
the video, there were

North Dakota 297
Ohio 403
Oklahoma 398
Oregon 374
Pennsylvania 353
Rhode Island 414
South Carolina 336
South Dakota 363
Tennessee 301
Texas 392
Utah 544
Vermont 'I !’
Virginia 318
Washington aan
West Virginia 325
Wisconsin 387
Wyoming n

Bureau of Indian Education I!!.

Guam n
Puerto Rico 537
U5, Virgin Islands 172

South Dakota has a ratio of one school counselor for about
363 students in the public school system, well below the
ratio of one counselor to 250 students as recommended by
the American School Counseling Association. Most states,
including neighbors of South Dakota, also are not meeting

the recommended ration.

trusted people to
e speak with — and en-
36 couraged the student
s to consider peers or
1365 adults to share experi-
3 ences with. “It helped
them not be so tun-
2143 nel-visioned on their
- - own crisis,” she said.
L7 K] “It opened up a lot of
1093 possibilities.”

The hope among
educators is that
those possibilities will
increase as new strat-
egies and awareness
emerge, protecting
and inspiring students
at a time when they
need it most.

a s 2019-20 CCD data. Addtionally Tennessee department of

scation Survey,” 2020-21 ula

"One thing that the pandemic and other so-
cial events have done is bring mental health
to the forefront,” said Seiber. “The stigma is
slowly going away as young people are more
willing to ask for help. I think we're headed in
the right direction.”

HOW TO GET MENTAL HEALTH HELP
AND WATCH VIDEO SERIES

Resources to get help for yourself or some-
one else who may be considering suicide:

The Helpline Center: Callers across the state
can obtain county-specific resource informa-
tion and be connected to a suicide hotline.

Call: 211 or 1-800-273-8255

Text: Text your zip code to 898211

Front Porch Coalition: 605-348-6692

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline/Indian
Health Service hotline: 1-800-273-8255 (TALK)

Crisis Text Line: Text CONNECT to 741741

Animated Series: mylifeisworthliving.org

ABOUT
STU WHITNEY
Stu Whitney is an inves-
tigative reporter for South
Dakota News Watch. A
resident of Sioux Falls,
s Whitney is an award-win-
. ning reporter, editor and
novelist with more than
30 years of experience in
journalism.

Avantara Ipswich
Announces Closure of its
Skilled Nursing Facility

After significant discussions amid ongoing
assessment, Avantara Ipswich has made the
difficult decision to move forward with the
closure of its skilled nursing facility, located in
Ipswich, South Dakota.

“It is always a difficult decision to close a
skilled nursing facility, but the challenges re-
lated to staffing and the continued impact of
COVID-19, have created an environment where
we can no longer keep the doors of Avantara
Ipswich open,” said Connie Ortega on behalf of
Avantara Ipswich. We were fortunate enough
to serve a great community, who in return pro-
vided incredible support to both our residents
and staff, during a global pandemic. “The staff
at Avantara Ipswich are incredibly hardworking
and dedicated to the care of our residents and
community. They deserve to be recognized for
their commitment, especially over the last two
years. They are true heroes in the community,
and we will be working closely with both our
residents and staff to help them through the
closure of Avantara Ipswich.”

Each resident, in conjunction with their
physician and loved ones, will have individual
plans developed to ensure that their health
and well-being are the highest priority during
this period of relocation. Additionally, Avantara
Ipswich will do its best to assist its staff and
help them explore alternate employment op-
portunities.

Since day one, Avantara Ipswich has been
committed to investing in the physical needs
of the facility, as well as being committed to
personnel, community, and state relations, in
order to improve the facility and continue its
operations. After a significant investment into
the facility, an exhaustion of both internal and
external resources, and engagement with of-
ficials from the state of South Dakota, it is ap-
parent that the facility’s continued operational
viability is no longer possible.

Avantara Ipswich has provided a formal
written “Notice of Closure” to the South Da-
kota Office of Licensure and Certification, in
addition to providing written notice to each
resident and their designated point of contact.
Avantara Ipswich’s last day of operation will be
May 31, 2022.
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City continues garbage pickup with
Heartland Waste

There was a 40 minute discussion on the garbage pickup contract.
Three-year bids were submitted by A-1 Sanitation of Aberdeen and
Heartland Waste Management of Mobridge.

The issue came up whereas Heartland has been doing the garbage
pickup for 15 years and has provided curbside pickup. Their bid was
$15.95 per household. A-1 Sanitation would provide 95 gallon totes
which would be picked up with an arm from the truck. They also offer
65 gallon totes for the elderly if they want a smaller one. The totes
would have to be placed by the curbside with the lid facing a certain
way. After the discussion, the council deferred further discussion to
executive session. After the executive session, the council voted to go
with no totes and to accept the bid from Heartland Waste Management
for a three-year contract.

Two bids were submitted for the seal coat project for this summer.
Top Coat out of Yankton submitted a bid of $2.461. Bituminous Paving
of Ortonville, Minn., for $3.45 per square feet. The council accepted
the bid from Top Coat. The original 75,000 square feet project will
have to be reduced. The price last year was $1.66 and Terry Herron
had estimated a price this year of $1.75.

There was discussion of expanding the airport by installing electrical,
water and hangers. It would cost around $60,000 to $80,000 and there
s a chance the state would pay for half of the cost. There would be a
chance to rent out the hangers which would generate some revenue.
Councilman David Blackmun said the city should budget it for a couple
of years before pursing the project. No action was taken.

Councilman David Blackmun talked about the the proposed new
bathroom/concession stand project for the baseball field. There was
discussion of putting up a storm shelter to coincide with the project,
but that would put the cost over a million dollars with FEMA contributing
about 83 percent of the cost of the storm shelter. There is also discus-
sion of putting up a storm shelter and bathroom facility at the park.

The city-wide spring-cleanup date has been set for Groton for April
30 through May 6.

A special event alcoholic beverage license was approved for the
Groton Firemen’s Fun Night set for April 23.

Malt Beverage License Renewals for 2022-23 were approved for Ken's
Food Fair, MJ’s Sinclair and Dollar General. Olde Bank N’ Cafe opted
not to renew their license this year.

The council approved the donation of four season baseball passes
and a family pool pass for the Dueling Duo silent auction set for April 9.

Councilman Karyn Babcock talked about The Pantry. Tentative hours
are Mondays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Tuesdays from 4 p.m. to 8
p.m. A representative from Feeding South Dakota coming to Groton
to visit the site on April 14th around 1 p.m. A form will need to be
filled out for people coming to get food - all it asks is how many in
the households and the age of each member. The Groton Lions Club
is sponsoring the 503C3 tax exempt status for The Pantry. Babcock
said, It's super exciting news.” The Pantry is located in the northwest
room at the Groton Community Center.

Jason Wambach will be the new replacement for Kristi Fliehs on the
city council. He will be appointed at the first meeting in May.

The baseball crew was hired after an executive session. They are:
Matt Locke, softball/baseball coordinator and Legion coach; Seth
Erickson, assistant Legion coach; Dalton Locke, junior Legion coach;
Aaron Severson, junior Teener or junior Legion coach; Susan Fjeldheim,
U12 girls softball coach; Kenzie McInerney, U8 girls softball coach;
Anne Hinkelman, Brenna Imrie and Jerica Locke, gatekeeping; Bradin
Althoff, Kaleb Hoover, Tate Larson, Cole Simon and Alyssa Thaler,
groundskeepers.

Thomas Strickland was hired as a new police officer. He is currently
a police officer in Mobridge.

Aaron Grant came before the council during the pubic input part
and he apologized for his actions he had done at the Brown County
Courthouse. He had smashed an old computer at the county auditor’s
office after the last election. - Paul Kosel

CLUCK, OINK, QUACK!

HONGRING JARED AND ALYSON ANDERSON™

S UN.APRIL 10TH AT 1:30 PM

7 Emmanuel Lutheran Church
1006 N St.
'; Groton, SD 57445

Registry at babylist.com/baby-reg—a_lxson-anderson
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The Life of Joyce Krueger

Private family ser-
8 vices for Joyce Dar-

{ lene Krueger, 94, of
Groton, was held Fri-
day, April 1, 2022 at
Paetznick-Garness Fu-
neral Chapel, Groton.
Rev. Larry Johnson
and Rev. Craig Grams
officiated. Burial fol-
lowed in St. Paul’s
Lutheran Cemetery,
Ferney under the di-
rection of Paetznick-
Garness Funeral Cha-
pel.

Joyce passed away
on Sunday, March 27,
. 2022 at Sun Dial Man-
or, Bristol.

Joyce was born on
February 14, 1928
to August and Ida
(Schmidt) Pigors in
East Hanson Township
{ of Brown County. She
came from a family of

' - 8 children, her being
the youngest. Joyce was baptized and confirmed in St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Ferney. She attended country school and graduated from
Groton High School.

Joyce married Paul “Lefty” Krueger on November 20, 1946 in Day
County. They lived on a farm south of Groton all of their lives, where
they raised 8 children.

Joyce very much enjoyed farm life, raising her children, gardening,
growing flowers and loved old fashioned country music. She was an
amazing cook and baker. Her sense of humor was full of one liners
that would catch you so off guard and would make you laugh for hours.
Joyce had a heart of gold and would put others before herself. After
the kids were grown, she worked at the Groton Nursing Home for
several years in the kitchen. Once retired, she returned back to her
love of cooking, baking, gardening and spending time with her family
and many grandchildren.

Grateful for having shared her life are her children: Roger Krueger,
David (Cheryl) Krueger, Sheila (Chuck) Johnson, Paula (Craig) West,
Doug (Heidi) Krueger, Dan Krueger and Kevin Krueger. Joyce is also
survived by her grandchildren: Shonna, Darin, Angela, Amy, Kayla, Jeff,
Jamie, Savanna and great-grandchildren: Aubray, Trevor, Amanda, Ben,
Jessie, Avery and Bridger.

Preceding her in death were her parents, her husband, 6 brothers,
one sister and eldest daughter, Edith (Krueger) Knapp.
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Lana’s Annals- a report from Pierre

Greetings once again. We had a couple of weeks’ break from the
Legislature before Veto Day occurred on March 28th. We convened
to either sustain or to override vetoes on HB1281, HB1223, and
SB151. HB1281 dealt with spending authority. The bill stated that
the departments had the ongoing authority to fund their programs
as long as no new programs were created. Somehow that idea got
lost in translation and whereas the bill heartily passed during session,
many people changed their votes on the 28th, thus upholding the
veto. HB1223 would have given a pregnant minor decision making
ability on a health problem if the parents could not be contacted or
were abusive. The entire bill, in my opinion, seemed unnecessary.
The simple fix would be to have a parental medical release signed
ahead of time in case of an emergency like this. I am somewhat
certain that schools have these consent forms in place in case a stu-
dent experiences a health related problem and a parent or guardian
cannot be contacted. This bill needed to be vetoed as its passage
could have opened the future door for a minor to be making added
medical decisions without parental knowledge or consent.

SB151 was a bill that would have erased past Class 1 marijuana
convictions from one’s record. The House did not vote on this bill as
it started in the Senate, and those members voted to sustain that
veto. In addition to the aforementioned bills meeting their demise,
rules were suspended to vote on SB213, which gave additional money
to long term care. That idea was readily embraced and flew through
the Senate and the House. We also had House members ask to
suspend the rules on two different topics: one was to exempt people
from our state gas/diesel tax for 2 months this year, possibly August
and September. No debate took place, however, as it took 2/3 of the
members elect to suspend and the vote fell short. The second ask
was to suspend the rules to get vaccination language in bill form into
place. That vote to suspend failed miserably. The popular thought
process is not to introduce new legislation on Veto Day.

As a former teacher, I will surprise the readers when I say that I
received an “F” on a cannabis score card today. I cannot ever re-
member getting that type of grade during my school years, so this
was new to me. Score cards are put out by various groups. They are
highly subjective and based on group thought processes. Some of the
groups who use these are Citizens for Liberty (Rapid City), Americans
for Prosperity, NRA, Family Heritage Alliance, and now the newly
formed marijuana group. Basically, the scores are recorded on a wall
of shame to draw out how the legislators from each district voted on
certain bill numbers. Anyway, 8 of us House members drew the ire of
the marijuana backers, and we each got an “F.!” I am proud of that
grade in this instance because in my search of the voting results on
the state website, the majority of my voters did NOT endorse having
marijuana freely marketed.

Last, I want to thank all of you constituents who have supported me
through these past 8 years. As your representative, I am grateful for
your messages and prayers. I do not wish to run for Senate at this
time, and I am term limited in the House so I will not be campaign-
ing this fall. I have enjoyed the friendships made and the education
received which spans far beyond any textbook!! I plan to stay in-
formed as to what it happening at our capitol during the upcoming
sessions. Perhaps at some point I will run again. We shall see. With
that, have a great week.

Rep. Lana Greenfield
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nior-senior prom Friday night.
On the left, Seth Johnson
escorting Calli Bearman. The
right photo features Julianna
Kosel being escorted by Isaac
Hubsch.
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Dear EarthTalk: Is encouraging
dairy farmers and cattle ranch-
ers to capture methane gas from
their livestock’s manure good or
bad for the planet? --
Phil Onorato, Pittsburgh, PA

Methane capture, the process
of using the decomposition of
livestock byproducts like cow and
hog manure to generate electric-
ity, is a promising technology. It
helps to resolve existing, and for
the time being, necessary evils
such as climate-warming meth-
ane emissions from cattle and
pigs. It works by exposing the
livestock waste to bacteria and
enzymes that break down the
embedded methane into usable
natural gas that can be pumped
right into generators.

Large farms and livestock op-
erations that employ this now
widely available technology can
turn their cattle and pigs from a
climate scourge—methane is a
much more potent greenhouse
gas than even carbon dioxide—
into at least a producer of renew-
able energy (even if it is a fossil
fuel).

EARTHTALK®

One benefit of generating natural gas this way is that the
resource is renewable, as long as cows and pigs keep def-
ecating. Another is that methane capture accommodates @ ™
existing technologies. Methane capture fuel and traditional ¥
natural gas use the same infrastructure.

The downside of methane capture, at least as far as
environmentalists are concerned, is that it perpetuates the
fossil-fuel-oriented status quo and further incentivizes the
factory farm business model instead of a shift to true zero-
emission renewables like solar, wind and geothermal. The
factory farm business model has wreaked havoc on the
environment from coast to coast, from pig waste overflows
in North Carolina to poisoned waterways in the Midwest from runoff contaminated by livestock waste to
California drought from cattle ranches claiming more than their fair share of water to quench cattle thirst.

But proponents of using methane emissions to offset methane production by livestock argue that their
way of producing energy is just as “zero emission” as solar or wind. Yet we wouldn't even need the process
of methane capture to begin with without the livestock trade. Carbon offsets also do not reduce methane
emissions, they simply compensate for them. In a sense, they are robbing Peter to pay Paul.

Policy pushes abound on both sides of the issue. These include the California state government walking
a fine line between supporting its farm-based economy, while leaning toward a greener future through
incentivizing methane capture. Their opponents, including advocacy groups like Food and Water Watch,
the Sierra Club, the Southern Environmental Law Center and the Natural Resources Defense Council, are
coordinating on crafting legal solutions to manure-related pollution issues.

Methane capture may be a controversial technology, but it is worth investigating. Solutions that can
work right now have some benefits over solutions that are only possible in the distant future. But future
planning will require more ambitious solutions than temporary replacements.

h A
Newer technology that has farmers and
ranchers capturing methane from their
livestock waste is better for the planet
than not having it. Credit: Mark Stebnicki, Pexels.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//

earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.
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Anything
from Acne
to Zika Prairie

I enjoy visiting with
my colleagues who
are medical special-
sts. We dive in and
explore the depths of
a particular condition. However, there is something to say about the
breadth of knowledge that a family medicine physician is expected to
have. Your family doctor can run through the alphabet of conditions
from acne to the zika virus.

A 2004 study in the Annals of Family Medicine found that a family
medicine physician managed an average of 3.05 problems per clinic
visit. For patients over 65 years of age, that number went up to 3.88
problems and patients with diabetes had an average of 4.60 problems
addressed at each visit. A specialist physician will generally focus on
one problem at each visit.

However, patients are not made up of individual problems. The body
functions as a unit and issues in one area can affect another unrelated
organ system. We know that chronic pain can lead to depression and
vice versa. Stooped posture due to compression fractures from osteo-
porosis can lead to lung issues as the ribs cannot open up as fully as
they normally do. We continue to learn more on how the micro biome
of the bacteria in the body affect things from a person’s weight to
immune system function.

This is why it is so important to have a primary care physician and to
make sure they have access to your complete medical history. With a
comprehensive view of your records, symptoms that might otherwise
seem unrelated can be assessed and may assist with diagnosis. Talk
to your doctor to determine if all your medical information and testing
results are consolidated into one record, especially if you have doctors
who work in different health care systems.

The primary care physician also serves as a guide between the pa-
tient and the specialist, offering valuable medical detail to the specialist
and providing clarification to the patient.

Recently I had a patient who timidly started their question with the
preface, “I'm not sure if I should ask you this, but....” I quickly reassured
them that in primary care, any question is fair game. If it is something
that I can answer, I will. If I do not have the answer, I can do some
research, consult with a colleague, or refer you on to someone who
does have that answer for you. So, no matter your condition from acne
and amblyopia to zika virus and zoster, your family doctor should have
you covered. Go ahead, ask anything from A to Z!

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of physicians and
currently practices as a hospitalist in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow
The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook featuring
On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical Q&A show celebrating its
twentieth season of truthful, tested, and timely medical information,
broadcast on SDPB and streaming live on Facebook most Thursdays
at 7 p.m. central.




