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UpComing Events

Thursday, Jan. 13

Boys' Basketball at Aberdeen Roncalli. at Elemen-
tary Gym: 7th grade game at 4 p.m., 8th grade game
at 5 p.m. at Roncalli High School: C game at 5 p.m.
followed by junior varsity and varsity.

Friday, Jan. 14

Silver Bowl Debate at Sioux Falls

No School - Faculty In-Service at Warner School

6 p.m.: Girls’ Basketball hosts Aberdeen Roncalli.
JV at 6 p.m. followed by varsity.

Saturday, Jan. 15

Silver Bowl Debate at Sioux Falls

Boys Basketball Classic at Redfield. Groton Area
vs. Deubrook at 7:30

10 a.m.: Junior High boys basketball jamboree in
Groton with Aberdeen Christian, Tiospa Zina and
Webster Area.

10 a.m.: Wrestling at Potter County (Gettysburg)
Invitational.
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PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445 shop.
Paul’s Cell/Text: 605-397-7460 ,ps.
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The recycling trailer is located west of the city
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#504 in a series
Covid-19 Update: by Marie Miller

The numbers continue to look bleak. New case reports have been over last winter’s peak since Decem-
ber 28; since we last talked, we've had one-day reports of 704,000 on Wednesday, 760,000 on Thursday,
895,000 on Friday, and 450,000 yesterday. Our one-day new-case average was 656,478 at midday today,
and we're still showing 200+ percent increases in two weeks. Thirty-seven states have had record new-
case numbers in the past week. This isn't as alarming as it was last winter when almost no one was vac-
cinated, but these are still staggering numbers and some proportion of these sick people is going to die.
Worse, at this rate, we're racking up more millions of cases at a brisk clip, passing 58 and 59 million since
we last talked with 60 million hitting later today. At midday, we're at 59,848,908. Here’s what I have so far:

April 28, 2020 — 1 million — 98 days
June 11 — 2 million — 44 days

July 8 — 3 million — 27 days

July 23 — 4 million — 15 days
August 9 — 5 million — 17 days
August 31 — 6 million — 22 days
September 24 — 7 million — 24 days
October 15 — 8 million — 21 days
October 29 — 9 million — 14 days
November 8 — 10 million — 10 days
November 15 — 11 million — 7 days
November 21 — 12 million — 6 days
November 27 — 13 million — 6 days
December 3 — 14 million — 6 days
December 7 — 15 million — 4 days
December 12 — 16 million — 5 days
December 17 — 17 million — 5 days
December 21 — 18 million — 4 days
December 26 — 19 million — 5 days
December 31 — 20 million — 5 days
January 5 — 21 million — 5 days
January 9 — 22 million — 4 days
January 13 — 23 million — 4 days
January 18 — 24 million — 5 days
January 23 — 25 million — 5 days
January 30 — 26 million — 7 days
February 7 — 27 million — 8 days
February 19 — 28 million — 12 days
March 7 — 29 million — 16 days
March 24 — 30 million — 17 days
April 8 — 31 million — 15 days

April 24 — 32 million — 16 days
May 18 — 33 million — 23 days

July 16 — 34 million — 59 days

July 31 — 35 million — 15 days
August 11 — 36 million — 11 days
August 17 — 37 million — 6 days
August 23 — 38 million — 6 days

August 30 — 39 million — 7 days
September 5 — 40 million — 6 days
September 12 — 41 million — 7 days
September 18 — 42 million — 6 days
September 27 — 43 million — 9 days
October 6 — 44 million — 9 days
October 18 — 45 million — 12 days
November 1 — 46 million — 14 days
November 13 — 47 million — 12 days
November 24 — 48 million — 11 days
December 4 — 49 million — 10 days
December 13 — 50 million — 9 days
December 20 — 51 million — 7 days
December 25 — 52 million — 5 days
December 28 — 53 million — 3 days
December 30 — 54 million — 2 days
January 2 — 55 million — 3 days
January 3 — 56 million — 1 day
January 4 — 57 million — 1 day
January 6 — 58 million — 2 days
January 7 — 59 million — 1 day

Hospitalizations at midday were at an average of
125,481 with a count Friday night of 134,000, close
to last winter’s peak of 142,000 (recorded on Janu-
ary 14). Hospitalizations in children are surging. The
number of children under 5 has jumped from 2.6 per
100,000 the last week of 2021 to 4.3 per 100,000
this last week, a 48 percent increase, largest for the
age group in the pandemic. Average daily admis-
sions for children under 18 were at 797 last week,
also a record and an 80 percent increase from the
previous week.

Hospitalization needs to be understood within the
context of our current situation. Hospitalization rates
are higher than they were with Delta, but still lower
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a bit than they were last winter. Of course, there’s still time for growth, so we'll see what the next few
weeks bring. Importantly, fewer of these hospitalized folks are landing in ICUs or on vents, most likely
(although we are not yet certain) due to a milder course of infection with the Omicron variant. So why are
the hospitals hollering about strains on resources? A couple of things are operating here: (1) With the crazy
case numbers we are seeing now, even a smaller percentage of the total cases still stacks up to be one
hell of a lot of patients. Hospitals in 644 counties in the US are at capacity, and another 619 are at risk of
reaching capacity in the next 10 days; this is out of 2224 counties, so more than half. Almost a quarter of
5000 US hospitals reporting to HHS report a “critical staff shortage” with another 100 expecting a shortage
this week; this is the worst report of the pandemic. (2) Most of these admissions are unvaccinated. Admis-
sions of unvaccinated people in New York are at 58 per 100,000 residents, whereas only 4.6 of 100,000
fully-vaccinated people are being admitted, and similar reports are coming from all around the county.
Big difference. (3) We have fewer health care workers than ever before. They're quitting at historic rates,
and the more who quit, the greater the pressure on those who remain, driving further losses. Not only
are hospitals finding it difficult to staff Covid-19 beds, they are also struggling to staff beds for patients
with other health conditions. (4) Hospitals in the Midwest went directly from a Delta surge to an Omicron
surge; they hadn’t even come off their peaks when this started. That means they've been operating in
crisis mode for months, not weeks. (5) Staffing shortages at long-term care facilities is exacerbating the
pressures on hospitals because the facilities are unable to take patients who should be discharged from
the hospital. That's plugging up the system too as ready-for-discharge patients occupy beds needed by
the folks stacking up in the emergency department waiting for those beds. (6) Elective surgeries are being
paused in many places; patients are waiting days or weeks in emergency departments for beds. Some
of them aren’t coming in for Covid-19, but for other illnesses; but many of these other illnesses are exac-
erbated by the virus, making their situations worse. Everyone loses in this scenario. Masking and testing
help to mitigate these effects, but this is still a surge, and it is compromising the care people receive,
even those coming in for something other than Covid-19. It is also putting some institutions on the brink
of implementing crisis standards of care—the point at which care is essentially rationed. The good news
is that for vaccinated people, hospital stays are shorter and their outcomes are less severe. The more of
those we have, the easier things get.

Deaths numbers have finally taken a sharper turn. They've been pretty steady since Christmas, but we
had a 25 percent rise in the seven-day average last week to 1524. At midday, we are at 835,835 in the
pandemic so far. It’s not yet clear what'’s going to happen with deaths numbers as we go along. No one’s
predicting we're going to get where we were last winter when we had days with 4000 deaths and aver-
ages around 3400; but they're going to keep rising for a while. We do have vaccination coverage, better
treatment, and the milder course of Omicron cases to give us hope that we're not going to see these soar.
Throughout the pandemic, I've seen a lag of 19 to 21 days between an increase in cases and a corre-
sponding increase in deaths, longer to get records completed and filed when numbers are overwhelming,
so it’s still early to form a picture. We are seeing some worrisome rises in Northeastern states that hit this
surge earliest. We are hopeful the numbers aren’t going to be proportionate to the case or hospitalization
numbers, but the only way to know for sure is to wait for them to come in.

We are still seeing flight cancelations. On Wednesday, we had 1790 cancelations and 6097 delayed
flights in the US. On Thursday, over 2100 US flights were canceled; the reasons are the same as they have
been: personnel shortages and weather. It's not letting up: From Friday through today, around 5000 more
flights were canceled. This has been going on since Christmas: Staffing shortages caused by Covid-19
compounded by winter storms are playing hell with schedules. Some airlines are asking travelers to con-
sider delaying nonessential travel until later. It's not great for business when you have to ask customers
not to buy things from you.
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The cruise industry continues to suffer as well. Royal Caribbean is the latest to cancel cruises due to
Covid-19. Four ships are involved in the latest cancelations. After a ship was held in Hong Kong last week
and Norwegian canceled cruises on eight ships, it was starting to look like there was more trouble in store.
The CDC is currently recommending no one go on a cruise at this time.

A new variant has popped up in Cyprus. The first report I can find of it is from Saturday, so it's probably
really, really new. This is an interesting one; it appears to add some Omicron-like mutations to a basic
Delta platform. The researcher at the University of Cyprus reporting on this variant, Leonidios Kostrikis,
professor of biological sciences, is calling it “deltacron” for now. It does not yet have a Pango designation
assigned: That is the strange combination of letters and numbers we've see on most of the other variants
we've discussed. The findings have been sent to GISAID, the international database for viral variants; I'm
guessing the Pango number will follow once its genomic features are fully characterized so that the proper
lineage can be indicated in the Pango designation. So far, there appear to be just 25 cases of infection
with this variant; work is being done now to determine whether there are more than that. It's too soon to
have any idea about its characteristics or how much of a threat it might be; but Kostrikis told Sigma TV
on Friday that he believes Omicron will out-compete it. I'm not sure what he’s basing that on because I
haven't seen any analysis; I imagine this information will become available as we go along. It's too soon
to worry about this one, but I wanted to let you know it's out there.

I have an update on vaccinations in the US. We're at 62.4 percent fully vaccinated; that’s around 207
million people. Twenty-three percent of us are vaccinated and boosted; but over 20 percent of us haven't
had a single dose. We're at just over a million doses per day with almost 60 percent of those boosters;
only 30,000 people are initiating vaccination each day. We have at least 75 percent of the population fully
vaccinated in five states, all in the Northeast: Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode
Island. On the other hand, we have four states—Idaho, Wyoming, Mississippi, and Alabama—with fewer
than half their populations fully vaccinated. That spells long-term trouble for our population as a whole,
but especially those who live in low-vaccination states irrespective of their own vaccination status. Being
surrounded by unvaccinated people places everyone at risk; if those unvaccinated people are also taking
no precautions—which is the typical picture across the country—then the risk is greater. Turns out we are
our brothers’ keepers whether we accept the responsibility or not.

On Friday, the FDA amended the emergency use authorization (EUA) for Moderna’s vaccine to permit
a booster five instead of six months after the initial series is completed; is in line with the scheduling for
the other mRNA vaccine from Pfizer/BioNTech. The Moderna vaccine is still authorized only for those 18
and older, but now may be used as a booster just a little bit sooner.

Of course, there are always folks willing, even eager, to take advantage of tragedy to enrich themselves,
and the current situation is no exception. The latest in the cavalcade of venality is the fake Covid-19 home
test kit, a thing that is apparently readily available online. There is enough concern for the FDA to put
some guidelines out. They have a website listing authorized home tests; it is available at https://www.fda.
gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/in-
vitro-diagnostics-euas-antigen-diagnostic-tests-sars-cov-2. They've also issued a list of known fraudulent
tests, available at https://www.fda.gov/consumers/health-fraud-scams/fraudulent-coronavirus-disease-
2019-covid-19-products#Warning%?20Letter%20Table. They also recommend you seek out reviews from
expert sources and do a search for a seller along with the words “scam” or “complaint” before buying,
one of the good uses to which we can put the Internet. They are recommending you use a credit card
when you buy so that you can more easily challenge the charge if the kit turns out to be a fake. And they
suggest you will also want to have a look at the expiration date; some sellers are unloading expired kits
on the public. If you're going to go to the trouble of a test, best you get one that actually works, right?
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So what about herd immunity? With these kinds of humbers, we should be able to get enough people
protected for herd immunity, right? Even Israel’s health officials are talking that way. So is that where
we're going?

You may recall that herd immunity is, indeed, a real thing that can happen. How it works is that, when
you have enough people immune to a pathogen, it has trouble finding enough new susceptible hosts
among host contacts to establish a transmission pattern and the pathogen eventually dies out or at least
becomes a far less common sort of thing. The number of people that need to be immune for herd im-
munity to develop depends on the pathogen: The more transmissible they are, the more people it takes.
For this particular permutation of SARS-CoV-2, the estimates are we would need around 94 percent of
us worldwide to be immune.

I read a discussion of the subject in Fortune magazine, drawing on the expertise of Dr. Luis Ostrosky,
chief of infectious diseases with McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center,
and Dr. Gregory Poland, head of the Mayo Clinic’s Vaccine Research Group, that I'll summarize for you
here. The short version is that Ostrosky thinks it's time to let go of this pipe dream. Here's why:

(1) If we ever achieved it, herd immunity wouldn't last long. It looks like our antibody responses to this
virus fade with time, and it’s the antibodies that prevent initial infection. So even if we could get 94 per-
cent of us all immune at the same time, fact is the folks whose prior infection was longer ago are going
to become susceptible again as time goes on and folks whose vaccination was old would also become
susceptible again. So without vaccination, we'd have sort of a rolling slate of once-again susceptible people
ready for a new round. Since not everyone is willing to be vaccinated, then there’s going to be no way to
maintain the herd immunity without those folks continuing to get infected periodically. That's no way to
get a virus to die out.

(2) This virus keeps mutating. New variants are going to continue to pop up, and one or more of them
may be immune escapes. When that happens, we're going to have a whole lot of susceptible folks run-
ning around getting sick as we did way back at the beginning of this thing. Poland mentions the example
of influenza virus. We've been battling that one for over a century, and we still see cases and need to
revaccinate people every year. This one is looking like it could be in that class.

(3) The human cost of getting 94 percent of our population immune when so many refuse vaccination
will be enormous because the unvaccinated are going to attain their protection the hard (and dangerous)
way—over and over again. We would need tens of millions of Americans to get sick pretty close together
in time to yield herd immunity every time we started to fall below our 94 percent nhumber. There would
need to be much more illness, much more strain on our financial resources to care for all those sick people,
much more economic strain as people miss work and the economy can't function normally, much more
long-Covid and its drain on resources, and much, much more death. Even if the current surge infects more
and ends later than we expect, it likely will not leave us with herd immunity. If we consider the disruption
and illness and loss it is causing, I think we'd be hard-pressed—and highly irresponsible—to argue more
of this would be a desirable thing so we can reach a transient herd immunity.

Bottom line: We need more people vaccinated worldwide. That will take enormous resources, but the
alternative is to keep expending resources indefinitely every time there’s another surge in cases. Ostrosky
said, I see Omicron as our kind of final warning shot.” He adds that if we don't do something “drastic and
permanent,” it will mutate further and produce an immune escape—a variant against which we have no
protection, no effective therapeutics, and no tests that identify it. The “drastic” something he thinks we
need to do is not news: more vaccination and more masking. He says we need a minimum of 60 to 70
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percent of our population across all geographic regions, economic strata, ethnicities, genders, and ages to
put a dent in this thing. If it's not fairly even through these groups, then we'll continue to have devastat-
ing outbreaks. Honestly, I have little, maybe no, hope of that happening. This might just mean what we
have now is the way it's going to be, effectively forever.

The CDC dropped a NIH study on its website on Friday; this is not yet peer-reviewed. The research
team was looking at effects of vaccination status on morbidity and mortality from Covid-19. Here are the
findings, quoted directly from the CDC:

“Among 1,228,664 persons who completed primary vaccination during December 2020-October 2021,
severe COVID-19-associated outcomes (0.015%) or death ().0033%) were rare. Risk factors for severe
outcomes included age =65 years, were immunosuppressed, and or had at least one of six other underly-
ing conditions. All persons with severe outcomes had at least one risk factor; 78% of persons who died
had at least four.”

The NIH report also said, “2246 (18.0 per 10,000 vaccinated persons) developed COVID-19 and 189 (1.5
per 10,000) had a severe outcome, including 36 who died (0.3 deaths per 10,000). . . . Severe COVID-19
outcomes after primary vaccination are rare; however, vaccinated persons who are aged =65, are immuno-
suppressed, or have other underlying conditions might be at increased risk.” One more interesting finding
is that there was no association found between race/ethnicity and severe outcomes in these vaccinated
people. That means the large differences in outcome seen prior to the availability of vaccines appear to be
washed out by vaccination. The authors mention that this suggests “that COVID-19 vaccines are important
for helping to mitigate racial and ethnic disparities exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.” Good to know
that works, but this makes it more important than ever to reach members of minority groups with vaccines.

I looked at a series of papers, most in preprint so not yet peer-reviewed, comparing cases with the
Omicron variant to cases earlier in the pandemic. As we collect data, a picture is emerging that follows
along the lines of what'’s been reported since late November when this variant burst onto the public scene.

We have preliminary evidence from a study done at Case Western Reserve University analyzing the
three-day risks of emergency department visit, hospitalization, ICU admission, and mechanical ventila-
tion in 577,938 first-time infected patients across the US between September 1 and December 24 of last
year as the Omicron variant emerged. This work found statistically what doctors have been reporting
anecdotally right along. It appears the risk of being hospitalized if you have Covid-19 has halved since the
Omicron variant became dominant. Data scientist Ron Xu who led the study said, "The difference was
huge. We didn't need to do any complicated statistics to see the difference.” Once admitted, the risk of
being admitted to the ICU was halved as well, and the chance of ending up on a ventilator fell by three-
quarters. This fits well with what we've seen from UK and South African studies. So emergency rooms
are swamped, but a smaller proportion of cases need admitting. There are some caveats to accompany
this finding, mostly that outcomes still depend very much on the vaccination status of the patient, the
patient’s age and overall health, and the patient’s economic situation. We'll note that old people are still
on the hook for some increased risk.

Just so no one gets the wrong idea, we should hasten to mention that vaccines still have a large effect
on outcomes. We are seeing that even vaccination without a booster is keeping people out of the hos-
pital; at Yale New Haven Hospital, about 80 percent of patients are unvaccinated; among the vaccinated
nearly everyone were not boosted. They had very few vaccinated-and-boosted patients admitted. Hard
to argue with that. Also important is to note that when Covid-19 progresses to lung disease, it's mostly
in the unvaccinated.
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Here's a sobering study: A research group at the CDC took a look at records for almost 1.7 million
pediatric cases of Covid-10 diagnosed between March 1, 2020, and February 26, 2021, and constructed
a matched-samples study, matching for age, sex, and prior Covid-19 or other acute respiratory infection
diagnosis to compare those with and without Covid-19 or acute respiratory infection and new diabetes
diagnoses. They found that “diabetes incidence was significantly higher among those with COVID-19 than
among those 1) without COVID-19 . . . and 2) with non-COVID-19 ARI [acute respiratory infections] in the
prepandemic period.” What this means Is that children who have had Covid-19 are at significantly higher
risk to develop Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes. We've already seen this in adults; this study extends that find-
ing to children. There have been reports of increased diabetes incidence in Europe as well. What we don't
know yet is whether this is a transient condition that resolves or something that becomes chronic and
lifelong. (If you need brushing up, a matched-samples design is a particularly powerful research means
for comparing two groups; we talked about this almost a year ago in my Update #368 posted February
25, 2021, at https://www.facebook.com/marie.schwabmiller/posts/4472116936138011.)

Another CDC study released Friday took a look at multisystem inflammatory syndrome of children (MIS-
C), that uncommon but serious complication, and vaccination status. Studying cases in 24 hospitals in
20 states between July 1 and December 9, 2021, when Delta was the dominant variant, the researchers
found that vaccination has an efficacy of 91 percent against MIS-C. Of 38 hospitalized patients 12 to 18
who needed ventilation, all were unvaccinated. Cases were 12 to 18 years old A matched samples design
was employed here too, matching patients by site, age group, and date of hospitalization. There were
102 MIS-C patients in the study.

This is presenting much like the common cold—sniffles, sore throat, congestion. There may be a cough,
but it’s likely to be milder; fevers don't occur as frequently. Work from the UK early in Omicron’s emergence
listed the top symptoms as runny nose, headache, fatigue, sneezing, and sore throat. The incubation
period is running shorter, generally around three days. Also loss of the senses of taste and smell are far
less common. Most important, there are fewer patients with lower respiratory symptoms like shortness
of breath. We've talked before (Updates #503 posted January 5 at https://www.facebook.com/marie.
schwabmiller/posts/5503283033021391 and #496 posted December 18 at https://www.facebook.com/ma-
rie.schwabmiller/posts/5431513513531677) about the fact that it appears this variant is not as successful
at reaching and replicating in lung tissue as Delta; that fits with the clinical picture that is emerging. It is
important to note too that there is still a wide constellation of other symptoms which may occur; we're
just trying to nail down the most common ones here.

We've talked from time to time since fairly early in this pandemic about training dogs to sniff out Co-
vid-19 in people. You can find those discussions in my Update #153 posted July 24, 2020, at https://www.
facebook.com/marie.schwabmiller/posts/3802390993110612, Update #177 posted August 18, 2020, at
https://www.facebook.com/marie.schwabmiller/posts/3881511635198547 for an interesting side note on
Parkinson’s disease diagnosis, Update #213 posted September 23, 2020, at https://www.facebook.com/
marie.schwabmiller/posts/4004519329564443 for news of testing in Finland, and Update #467 posted
September 15, 2021 at https://www.facebook.com/marie.schwabmiller/posts/5105243676158664 for news
of a trial in the US.

Today’s news is about the use of Covid-sniffing dogs in a Massachusetts school. Two dogs trained to
detect the virus in humans are roaming the halls of schools in the Freetown-Lakeville Regional School
District, looking for kids who are infected. In a study available in preprint (so not yet peer-reviewed) from
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the dogs were able to accurately identify cases 82
to 94 percent of the time, which is as good as or better than many of our lab tests. This development
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could put an entirely new complexion on things. We do not yet have definitive data on the dogs’ detec-
tion abilities in various contexts, for example, we're not sure how they’ll do in a densely-crowded setting
or outdoors; but this is a start.

Speaking of animals, there’s an outbreak of Covid-19 among the big cats at the Miller Park Zoo in Bloom-
ington, Illinois. The first symptoms appeared on November 20 with just one cat who developed a cough.
Since then, four cats have become ill, and this week it was reported that an 11-year-old snow leopard,
Rilu, had pneumonia. The snow leopard died on Saturday. Snow leopard populations in the wild have been
dwindling for years and are estimated at only 4000 to 6500 today, so any untimely demise is a matter for
some concern. Fortunately, these deaths, while not rare, have not been frequent either. The exhibit has
been closed to protect the animals and the public, although we have no instances of animal-to-human
transmission so far in any location. None of the animals at this zoo has been vaccinated yet; the veterinary
vaccines are very difficult to obtain.

And that’s it for the first full week of the year. Be careful, and stay well. We'll talk in a few days.
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2022 State of the State
By: Governor Kristi Noem
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2022

Introduction

Lieutenant Governor Rhoden, Mr. Speaker, members of the House and Senate, Chief Justice Jensen,
Supreme Court justices, constitutional officers, and my fellow South Dakotans:

I am honored to stand before you today as the Governor of a state that is proudly leading the nation.
We are leading with a talented workforce. We are leading by growing our businesses. We are leading with
strong schools. We are leading with freedom, limited government, fiscal responsibility, and a commitment
to defending the values that have made our country great.

I am proud to report that the state of our state is stronger than it has ever been in our 133-year history.

This did not happen because of what government did. It happened because of what government did
NOT do.

And it is because of our people.

Two years ago, we made a decision in the face of a global threat. We chose not to compromise our
values. We kept businesses, schools, and churches open. We did not decide who is essential and who is
not. We chose freedom and personal responsibility over mandates and lockdowns. We took steps to be
safe, to guard public health. But we also trusted people to make decisions that were best for them and
their families.

We did what was right — and we were attacked for our decision.

Today we are thriving because we upheld our principles. Our economy is strong. We have one of the
lowest unemployment rates in the United States.

South Dakota saw new families and new businesses move here from other states. From July 2020 to
July 2021, South Dakota’s population grew nine times faster than the national average. While places like
California, New York, and Washington, D.C., are LOSING population.

The reason why is no secret. People want to live somewhere that respects them — that respects their
freedoms. They want to share in our quality of life. They’re coming here because they want to be like us.

Last year, we were ranked the Number 1 state for helping our workforce and small businesses get through
the pandemic. We've had record tourism numbers and created opportunities for success for everyone.

No group is succeeding in higher numbers than women in South Dakota. During the pandemic, South
Dakota was Top 3 for smallest negative impact on female workers. We also are one of the Top 10 Best
States for Women to live and work. I am very proud that South Dakota is one of the Top 5 states for
providing career opportunities for working moms.

We are seeing inspirational testimonies from women like our very own State Senator Jessica Castleberry.
I am so grateful she is allowing me to share her story with all of you today.

Fifteen years ago, Jessica suddenly found herself a single mother with three very young mouths to
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feed and only $3 in her checking account. She went to visit with a credit counselor to get some advice
on what she might do to improve her situation. Jessica shared her dreams of getting a business degree
and becoming a business owner someday. The woman responded to Jessica by saying that there was no
magic wand that could make her dream come true.

Well, that didn't sit well with Jessica. She went and bought herself a magic wand and kept it close to
remind herself that she could make her dreams come true, regardless of what others thought was possible.
Through hard work, Senator Castleberry advanced her education and launched her career. This year, she
celebrated the 11th anniversary of her business in Rapid City, which has three commercial locations. To
this day, that magic wand sits in her office as a reminder of all that is possible.

Sen. Castleberry’s story has good company here in the Capitol. In fact, all of the legislators have in-
spirational stories that led them to where they are today. That is what is so special about South Dakota.
The Representatives and Senators in the SD Legislature truly do reflect the people of South Dakota. They
understand challenges, hardships, and loss. Today, you will hear more stories about the amazing people
in our state who have faced and overcome adversity. I believe you will find inspiration in their stories and
gain hope and excitement for the year ahead.

The South Dakota people worked together to navigate the pandemic. Over and over again, we are rec-
ognized as one of the best states in the country because of our willingness to trust each other.

Other states took a different course. They locked down. Closed up businesses. Shut schools. Mandated
masks. Their economies — their people — are paying the price. They have suffered. And it didn't have to
happen. Unfortunately, we're starting to see it happen all over again in some states.

But even here in South Dakota, we have new challenges — new barriers to the American Dream. Infla-
tion is rising. Washington is threatening to raise taxes as it piles on more debt and spending. It's getting
harder for families to put food on the table, gas in their car, or keep the lights on.

The world economy is changing, too. We're seeing new technologies, emerging industries, and interna-
tional competition. We must be ready.

On top of all that, our children, our history, and our values are under attack.

These threats are already here. We're seeing it in our schools and communities. It's happening in the
news, on TV, in social media, and with what is taught to our children. It is up to us to defend our values
and prepare for the future.

So today, I will talk to you about the state of our great state — how we are succeeding — and the steps
we can take together to preserve what we have and grow even stronger.

Life, Liberty, Pursuit of Happiness

We can make that happen by remaining true to the principles that made America so great in the first
place — and that make South Dakota the greatest state in the union.

Thomas Jefferson famously outlined our founding ideal in the Declaration of Independence: “that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Jefferson continued by reminding us why government is here in the first place — to secure those rights,
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not to grant them. Our rights come from God, NOT from government. And GOVERNMENT must remain
LIMITED to serve its proper role of securing those rights.

Life

It's no mistake that when Thomas Jefferson wrote those famous words, that LIFE came first. Govern-
ment’s most fundamental role is to defend the lives and safety of the people. That includes the rights and
the lives of unborn children.

Over the last decade, abortions have dropped sharply in South Dakota. In 2020, the total number of
abortions was down approximately 80% from a decade before.

That's something to celebrate, and it's thanks in part to the policies passed by some of the legislators
in this room. You have proven that abortion does not need to be a divisive issue. Last year, every single
legislator supported my bill to guarantee protections for unborn children with Down syndrome.

I look forward to the day when all unborn lives are protected. The Supreme Court has a historic oppor-
tunity to make that a reality. As soon as Roe v. Wade is overturned, our state laws are ready to protect
every unborn South Dakota child. But until then, we can take steps to protect South Dakota children, today.

There is more we can do. Every human life is unique in a truly beautiful way from the moment that
they are conceived. It isn't long before they have their own unique heartbeat, too. Science tells us that
an unborn child’s heartbeat starts 6 weeks after conception. And any abortion after that point stops that
heartbeat — stops that life — stops that gift from God.

Today, I am asking all of you to protect the heartbeats of these unborn children. I am bringing legisla-
tion to ban all abortions once a heartbeat can be detected.

Last year, I signed an executive order banning telemedicine abortions in South Dakota. Today, I am
asking all of you to ban telemedicine abortions in state law.

Chemical abortions happen when a woman ends an unborn life with a pill. These procedures are four
times as likely to cause the woman getting the abortion to end up in the Emergency Room. Chemical
abortions are dangerous. I am asking all of you to take action to protect South Dakota women from this
dangerous procedure.

Adoption and Foster Care

We can also protect lives by expanding access to adoption and foster care. This past year, 262 South
Dakota children found their forever families, and 135 children were placed into a legal guardianship.

All children deserve to grow up in a family where they are loved and protected. When I stood at this
podium for my first State of the State in 2019, I promised to talk about foster care at every opportunity.
Since then, we have made tremendous progress.

We have launched our Stronger Families Together initiative with the Department of Social Services
alongside America’s Kids Belong and South Dakota Kids Belong. I need faith-based organizations, church
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leaders, business leaders, and other community organizations to come alongside me in your hometowns
and support those who choose to adopt or foster children.

In South Dakota, we support and serve others. My parents instilled that in me from a very young age.
We helped struggling families put food on the table or keep the lights on. I also had the opportunity to
grow up with a foster brother. I remember my parents telling me years later that they wished they would
have had more tools, more information, or more training so that they could have helped him adjust better
to becoming a part of our family.

Today, we have people in the room who can provide that kind of help. We have the leadership of South
Dakota Kids Belong here with us. Would you please stand, and everyone please join me in thanking them
for their efforts to help families going through crisis?

While we're on the subject of Foster Care, today, I want to highlight a family that has been providing
foster care for twenty-two years. Rodney and Peggy Anderson have adopted nine children out of the
foster care system and have fostered many more. They've dealt with childhood trauma and connected
their foster kids with professionals to help them. Rod and Peggy give kids a place to live, but more than
that, they give them a home where they are loved and cared for.

One of our Family Services Specialists had this to say about the Andersons: “This family is by far the
most resilient, knowledgeable, fantastic, flexible, amazing family I have ever worked with. They go above
and beyond — always putting the children in their home first. They have some of the toughest kids I've
ever had on my caseload. And they handle them with patience and grace! We are so incredibly lucky to
have them as foster parents!”

I would like to have Rod and Peggy please stand. Three years ago, I created the Governor’s Heroism
Award to honor South Dakotans who went above and beyond. Rod and Peggy Anderson are heroes.
They're heroes for how they’ve changed these kids' lives. And this year, I'd like to recognize Rodney and
Peggy Anderson with the 2022 Governor’s Heroism Award. Let’s thank them and every foster parent in
this state for their tremendous, heroic efforts!

With more foster families like Rod and Peggy, we will be able to help even more children and families
in the years to come.

Expanding Healthcare Access

Another way that we can advance life in South Dakota is by giving our people healthcare options close
to home.

Many South Dakotans live on farms, ranches, and in small towns. No matter where you live in our state,
you should have access to the highest quality care available. You should be able to get the medical help
you heed.

We've increased flexibilities to bring healthcare directly to our patients. I signed legislation to address
this, and my budget this year expands telehealth to our emergency responders so that they are available
to help in a time of crisis, no matter where you live.

For years, emergency services in small towns across South Dakota have been largely run by volunteers.
Today, we have a volunteer ambulance crew with us from Onida. Would you all please stand? The Onida
Ambulance Service has been in operation since 1956. In 2000, they were named the South Dakota Emer-
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gency Medical Service of the Year. They won that award again in 2020. To win such an honor twice is a
testament to their hard work and training.

They complete the hours and hours of training to become Emergency Medical Technicians and ongoing
training as well. They answer calls across Sully County. And they do it all as volunteers. Their dedication
to saving the lives of their fellow South Dakotans is inspirational. Will you help me thank them for their
service to the people here in South Dakota?

Unfortunately, our emergency responders are getting fewer and fewer. Many have gotten older, and
less people are stepping up to volunteer. We must reverse this trend. We need to recruit more volunteer
firefighters and emergency responders. And we need to support them with modern tools — my budget
does that. I look forward to working with all of you to get these wonderful folks the equipment and train-
ing that they need.

For over a year, we have offered free at-home COVID tests to the people of South Dakota. Last week,
I announced that I had ordered 1 million new tests to be delivered to even more locations in our state.
Every citizen in South Dakota will have the access to get a free COVID test in their home community.
President Biden had promised this action but has failed to do so. The state will continue to work together
to take care of our people.

Our healthcare workers worked hard to keep us within our hospital capacity. Our systems monitored
people from home to ensure their safety while keeping beds available.

To our nurses, doctors, and healthcare professionals: we are getting you more help. We've invited more
healthcare professionals to come and live in South Dakota. We've made it possible for out-of-state licenses
to be recognized so that they can get right to work. And when they come here, they will have the op-
portunity to work for some of the greatest systems in the country.

Healthcare workers in South Dakota have faced perhaps the greatest challenges of their career over
these past two years. I am amazed by their efforts, and I am so grateful for how they have sacrificed to
serve others.

Mental Health/Addiction

Another problem we need to address is addiction and mental iliness, and we are doing that through our
targeted treatment and prevention initiatives. While overdoses have been skyrocketing across the country,
in South Dakota, overdose deaths dropped by 19 percent.

There’'s more work to do. In 2022, we will launch a statewide behavioral health campaign, continue to
focus on fighting meth, and raise awareness about available resources. These efforts are saving lives.

Unfortunately, we are seeing that increased drug activity from the border is making its way into our
communities. Counterfeit fentanyl is a serious problem. We can thank our law enforcement agencies who
are working to keep this poison off our streets.

As for mental health, my budget creates regional behavioral crisis centers. These centers will help us
get people appropriate care more quickly and close to home. This will help relieve the pressure on law
enforcement and emergency rooms.

I take our citizens’ health seriously. I dont make these decisions lightly. And when we create new policy,
we're going to do everything we can to get it right from day one. Our state’s medical cannabis program
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is one example. It was launched on schedule according to the timeline passed by South Dakota voters. I
know there will be some debate about that program this session. My focus is on making sure South Dakota
has the safest, most responsible, and well-run medical cannabis program in the country.

Liberty

Together, we can make protecting lives our priority so that all South Dakotans can enjoy our God-given
gift of liberty — the second unalienable right the Declaration upholds.

Prayer in Schools
There is one freedom that is fundamental to our nation’s founding. It is the freedom to worship.

In the Preamble to our state’s Constitution, we express gratitude “to Almighty God for our civil and
religious liberties.” Our state’s motto is, “Under God the people rule.” And we began here today — in this
chamber — with a prayer asking for God'’s grace and guidance. Yet in our public schools, prayer is absent
— forbidden.

I am introducing legislation that would allow for a moment of silence at the beginning of each school
day. Students can choose to reflect on the upcoming day or have a quiet moment — they can also exercise
their First Amendment right to pray. We will protect the freedom to worship and re-instill a right that has
been absent for far too long in our schools.

Economic Freedom

Another fundamental liberty is the right of individuals to provide for themselves and their families. Gov-
ernment, at times, abuses its power and interferes with that liberty. But never in our history have we seen
government shut down liberty as we saw during the pandemic.

State after state imposed mandates and lockdowns. Closed businesses and churches. America is still
suffering the consequences.

Other states told people that they weren't essential -- picked winners and losers. We kept the doors to
businesses open.

Ace Hardware in Sioux Falls is a great example of a thriving business in South Dakota. They weathered
the worst days of the pandemic without laying off a single employee. They innovated quickly, protected
the health of their staff and customers, and continued their passion for quality service and customer care.
Similar success stories can be found time and time again around our great state.

Here with us today is a young woman named Alyssa Nix, a small business owner in Sioux Falls. Alyssa
was born and raised in Sioux Falls and started working in retail and fashion when she was 16 years old.
In February 2018, she took out a loan to purchase a women'’s clothing boutique, which fulfilled a life-long
dream for her. She is proud to sell clothing and accessories that make women feel confident about them-
selves at all budget levels and for all occasions.

Alyssa was nervous when the pandemic hit. She didn’t know what the future had in store, and she didn't
think she could keep her business going if she had been forced to close.
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I heard about Alyssa’s store from my daughters, so I decided to stop in one day when Bryon and I were
in Sioux Falls running errands. While I was there, Alyssa and I chatted about the weather, horses (which
we both love) and 4-H -- we have both been 4-H leaders for years. During our visit, Alyssa told me with
tears in her eyes that if our state made different decisions during the pandemic the past 2 years and not
trusted her, she didn't know if her store would still be open. Her life-long dream would have come to an
end. She was so grateful she was respected by her government and thankful to still be able to serve her
customers.

Alyssa’s American Dream is alive and well in South Dakota. Because we trusted small business owners,
like Alyssa and Ace Hardware, to find ways to adapt, we gave them an opportunity to survive. Every other
state in this country ordered some businesses to close. That didn’t happen here.

Alyssa, I'd like to ask you to please stand and also thank you -- thank you for your love for people and
willingness to share your story. So many little girls dream of growing up and striking out on their own,
owning their own business, and they can look up to you. Thank you for your strength and for not giving
up on your dream. Would you all join me in giving Alyssa a round of applause?

Cutting Regulations

One way that we can continue to expand liberty is by remembering that government should not make
it harder to have a career.

My Department of Labor is eliminating barriers to employment. And they're partnering with others to
promote job training and match students with the best career for them. Here are a few examples:

In 2021, the Department of Labor worked with the Department of Education and schools across the
state to promote “South Dakota Week of Work.” The week included job fairs, job shadowing opportunities,
and visits by professionals to classrooms to share their experiences in communities across the state. For
example, Hanson High School hosted 40 guest speakers representing 16 different career areas.

We have partnered with Dakota State University to create a Future Workforce Finder tool. We are ex-
panding the Upskill program to the South Dakota Women's Prison and other career fields to get workers
trained for in-demand jobs. We are partnering with adult education providers across the state to offer
more options for adults to achieve their GED, to help them in their career.

We are focused on EXPANDING opportunities and liberty, not regulating it away. And South Dakota’s
jobs market continues to be a national leader as a result.

Revenue Update and Tax Cuts

In order for us to defend liberty, government must remain limited. And part of how we do that is through
our budget process -- through our commitment to fiscal responsibility. I want to assure every South Dako-
tan of this: we will not use one-time money -- whether federal or state dollars -- for ongoing expenses or
new programs. It would be irresponsible to create or expand any ongoing programs with one-time dollars.

A month ago, I reported to you the exceptional revenue growth that South Dakota has enjoyed because
of the steps that we took in South Dakota. Since that time, we've received even more great news, which
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I'm prepared to share with you today.

In addition to the estimates I gave you back in December, our economy is even stronger than expected.
Ongoing general fund revenues were $20.8 million higher than the revised estimates from December. So
far this fiscal year, we're $116 million above ongoing legislative adopted estimates. That’s fantastic news,
and we should return a portion of these strong revenues to the people of South Dakota.

I am announcing three proposals today to cut taxes and fees for the hard-working men and women in
South Dakota.

First of all, let’s eliminate fees associated with starting or renewing a business with the Secretary of
State in South Dakota. In 2020, the theme of my State of the State was “"Open for Business,” and we are
continuing that commitment today. We are already among the most business-friendly states in America,
and with this step, we will make it even easier to do business here.

Let’s also eliminate all fees for concealed carry permits in the state. We will pay the costs for federal
background checks, as well. It will not cost you a penny to exercise your Second Amendment rights in
South Dakota.

Three years ago, Constitutional Carry was the very first bill that I signed as Governor. We guaranteed
the right of our people to keep and bear arms. Together, we will continue to defend this key constitutional
liberty.

Finally, although we don't have many taxes in South Dakota, I am proposing that we eliminate a ridiculous
tax. Did you know that we have a bingo tax? This is largely a tax on our elderly populations and veterans.
I'm proposing that we get rid of it, and this is just the beginning.

Vaccine Legislation

Financially, we see the impact of protecting liberty in South Dakota, but unfortunately, personal liber-
ties are under attack. But that attack IS NOT coming from state government. It's coming from the Biden
Administration in Washington, D.C.

I always promised you I would protect our state from overbearing federal intrusion into our daily lives. So
we took action. South Dakota has joined four lawsuits against the Biden Administration's unconstitutional
vaccine mandates, and we are winning in court. The issue has advanced to the United States Supreme
Court and oral arguments were heard last week.

The COVID vaccination should be a choice. And we should reject the efforts that we're seeing in other
parts of the country to divide us into two classes: vaccinated and unvaccinated. Unvaccinated Americans
are still Americans. We live in a free country — free to make our own decisions. The government does not
get to make them for us.

I am bringing legislation this session to protect the people’s right to a medical or religious exemption
from COVID vaccines, just as my executive order did for state employees. We will also recognize natural
immunity. I hope you will support the bill.
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Game, Fish, and Parks

From day one, it has been my priority to focus on the next generation of South Dakotans. Our way of
life here is special, but so are our natural resources.

Teddy Roosevelt once said, “Of all the questions which can come before this great nation, there is none
which compares in importance with the great central task of leaving this land even a better land for our
descendants than it is for us.”

We take that message to heart here in South Dakota. We take care of our natural resources because
we want them to be available for our kids and grandkids.

U.S. News & World Report ranks South Dakota in the Top 3 for Natural Environment and top 3 for the
least pollution. We are nearly four-times higher than the national average for using renewable energy.

One of the first priorities I outlined as Governor was the Second Century Initiative. This Initiative raises
money to support pheasant habitat, trap predators who threaten our pheasant populations, and educate
South Dakotans about our wildlife and land. It helps preserve our state’s status as a top destination for
pheasant hunting.

The Second Century Initiative has benefitted hunters, while also supporting our farmers and ranchers.
They’re improving water and soil quality and enhancing opportunities for all who enjoy the outdoors.

Last year, we raised $1.4 million for the Second Century Habitat Fund. These dollars go directly toward
expanding habitat acres across South Dakota. We also raised almost five and a half million dollars with the
Habitat Stamp. Between these efforts, we have added more than 10,000 acres of habitat for our wildlife,
created additional public access for fishing and hunting, and completed hundreds of habitat improvement
projects on existing public lands.

Habitat helps our economy, too. Hunting and fishing adds $1.3 billion to the state economy. As a result,
South Dakota is the number one state for licensed hunters per capita. We've seen an 8% increase in sales
for resident combo hunting and fishing licenses and a 16% increase in out-of-state small game licenses
over the 3-year average. We've also had big increases in youth hunting, including a record increase in
youth participation for the Nest Predator Bounty program. Youth fishing licenses and small game hunting
licenses grew by 23% for residents and 83% for nonresidents. More of our kids are becoming interested
in the outdoors.

Meanwhile, our state parks saw a 10% increase for park entrance licenses over last year’s record, with
an estimated 8.5 million visitors. We plan to add more campsites at Custer State Park to expand our ability
to host people from in and out of state. Since 2015, we have seen an increase of nearly 100,000 camping
nights reserved throughout the state park system. I am hopeful you will support these projects.

We have a fantastic army of volunteers who work at our parks each year. This past year, we had 443
volunteers log a total of 103,000 hours of service. I am so grateful for all those folks who volunteer to
welcome people who visit our state parks.

Because we trusted in liberty, people chose to visit our state by the millions. We didn't just keep the
“open” sign on. We rolled out the welcome mat for tourists. We broke records for visitor spending, visits
to our state parks, and so much more. More people came to Mount Rushmore last year than ever in our
history.

Countless families made South Dakota their travel destination. And because of our world-class hospital-
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ity, we can be sure that many of them will be back.

Fairness in Sports

Freedom and Liberty are about self-determination and the right to achieve — to reach our fullest poten-
tial. But there is a troubling movement in our society. Our young girls are having their freedom to achieve
taken away by schools and organizations that are changing the rules of the game in competition.

When our kids participate in sports and activities, they learn valuable lessons like teamwork, persever-
ance, and hustle. For many activities, it may not matter whether kids are male or female — they are on an
equal playing field: debate, theater, and academic competitions, to name a few. But for other activities,
the playing field is not equal.

Allyson Felix is an American track and field star. She’s won 25 Olympic and World Championship medals,
including 17 gold medals, the most of any track and field athlete ever — male or female. She specialized
in the 400-meter race, with a lifetime best of forty-nine-point-two-six seconds. Yet HUNDREDS of high
school aged boys have run faster times than that. Common sense tells us why. Boys' and girls’ bodies are
biologically different.

In South Dakota, only girls can play in girls” sports according to the executive orders I signed almost a
year ago. But I am introducing -- and hope you will support -- a bill that will be the strongest law in the
nation. Congress passed Title IX years ago to guarantee that girls have a level playing field on which they
can succeed — to ensure their liberty to achieve.

They can win high school championships, maybe earn scholarships, maybe even go on to play profes-
sional sports. We need to protect the freedom of our young girls to go out there and do it.

Pursuit of Happiness

Success in America is by no means a given. But if you work hard and put your mind to it, you can ac-
complish anything. That’s the American Dream. That’s what the pursuit of happiness is all about.

But there’s a new ideology taking hold in our country. It redefines our culture. It rejects the American
Dream. It tells children that our country is racist. It divides us based on the color of our skin. It teaches
a distorted view of our history — and it undermines the foundation of our society.

We must act now to protect the American Dream — to preserve the pursuit of happiness for future
generations.

True, Honest History

Over 30 years ago in his farewell address, President Ronald Reagan asked the nation an important ques-
tion: “Are we doing a good enough job teaching our children what America is and what she represents in
the long history of the world?” He reminded us that we need to educate our kids and our grandkids that,
quote, "America is freedom — freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of enterprise. And freedom
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is special and rare. It's fragile. It needs protection.”

President Reagan was right. We have to make sure our children know America’s promise. We have to
teach them the true, honest history of our country.

In state after state, school after school, children are being exposed to radical political ideologies like
Critical Race Theory. We are not going to let that happen in South Dakota.

Our state supports opportunity for all. We don't teach our children to be divisive and organize them
into separate groups based on skin color. I am bringing legislation this year to enshrine these values and
protect our students from hatred and division.

Schools are where our children learn the consequences of making mistakes and the hard work of success.
By the same token, they should learn from both America’s triumphs and our mistakes. And then they learn
the overwhelming benefits of working together to fix those mistakes so that we all share a brighter future.

As we update our social studies standards, they must reflect America’s true and honest history. Native
American history will be a part of that. Our tribal culture and heritage are essential to who we are as a
state — and it must be balanced and woven into the full context of American history and civics.

Today, I'm proud to be joined by a friend of mine, and a hero in his own right, Dr. Ben Carson and his
wife Candy. Despite the challenges of his childhood, Dr. Carson grew up to become one of the most ac-
complished surgeons in American history. His story is the American Dream, and he followed it up with a
career in public service.

Today, Dr. Carson continues to advance the values that make America so special through his work at
the American Cornerstone Institute, which just launched an online learning platform called Little Patriots
to teach children about our country’s founding principles.

Additionally, he has been instrumental in the work of 1776 Action. Last year, they released the “1776
Pledge” as part of a nationwide effort to restore “honest, patriotic education” in our K-12 schools. I was
proud to be the first candidate for public office in the nation to sign that Pledge, and Dr. Carson joined
me in co-authoring an op-ed outlining that decision. I applaud his efforts to ensure that all of our kids
and grandkids understand and love our nation’s history and values. Please join me in thanking Dr. Carson
for being here today.

Education

The pandemic was very hard on schoolchildren across this country. South Dakota was recently ranked
first in the nation for the least amount of learning loss among students during the pandemic.

Because our students were in the classroom for all of last school year, our kids saw positive outcomes
in their learning. In 2021, six of our schools were nationally recognized for excelling in the classroom. Ar-
lington and Pinedale Elementary Schools, Gettysburg Middle School, and O'Gorman High School, Bishop
O'Gorman Catholic Schools were all named National Blue Ribbon Schools. Explorer and Platte-Geddes
Elementary were both named National Distinguished Schools and will be honored next month at the Na-
tional Elementary and Secondary Education Act Conference.

It is wonderful to see our elementary schools leading the nation in education, but we are also seeing
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success at middle schools and high schools through our Jobs for America’s Graduates programs, more
commonly known as JAG. We brought this program to our state with legislation in 2019. This program
focuses on helping students who are at high risk not to graduate. It has been tremendously successful
at putting students on a path to graduation and future success.

In the last two years, JAG program enrollment has grown by 50 percent, and three new schools have
been added. Today, South Dakota’s JAG programs have seen a nearly 100 percent graduation rate for
program participants.

This year, the Lyman school board added its first JAG program. Students took advantage of opportuni-
ties to work with local and statewide volunteer organizations. Others explored cutting-edge careers in
health care and cybersecurity. We have seen students not only make a change in their attitude toward
school but also think about their future beyond high school and their place in their communities. JAG is
helping these students at risk of dropping out to achieve graduation and be ready for their futures. And
more school districts should look at bringing JAG into their communities.

Investing in Skilled Training

As the world economy changes, South Dakotans need new skills and new training to be prepared for
the careers of the future. South Dakota is Number 1 in the nation for our graduation rate in 2-year college
programs, and we are in the Top 10 for higher education. We are expanding the cybersecurity program at
Dakota State University with a $30 million dollar investment. And the Freedom Scholarship that you sup-
ported last year is starting to change the lives of South Dakota students that didn't have an opportunity
to further their education before because of economic challenges.

Together, we'll continue setting our students up for a brighter and happier future.

Law Enforcement

But we cannot enjoy life, liberty, or the pursuit of happiness if we are not safe on our streets, in our
schools, at our businesses, or in our homes. Our way of life — our civil society — depends on the brave
men and women of law enforcement. We respect law and order in South Dakota, and we will continue
to support those who uphold the law and keep our streets safe.

Today, we have with us some law enforcement officers who have recently moved to South Dakota.
Would you please stand?

When the riots and violence started across the country months and months ago, we launched a na-
tionwide campaign to recruit law enforcement officers to move to our state. We wanted every police
officer in America to know that if they wanted to live somewhere they were appreciated and respected,
then come to South Dakota.

Hundreds of law enforcement officers responded to our invitation. And we are so proud to be known
as a state that stands and defends the people who put their lives on the line every day to keep our com-
munities safe.
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National Guard and Veterans

We are also free to pursue our American Dream because of the women and men in our armed forces
who defend our country at home and abroad. Could we have any members of the South Dakota National
Guard please stand and join the officers that are currently standing?

Our South Dakota National Guard continues to demonstrate excellence. The 114th Fighter Wing in Sioux
Falls earned the prestigious Spaatz Trophy for Most Outstanding Air Guard unit yet again in 2021, for the
fifth time in fifteen years. And the Brookings-based 152nd won the Walter T. Kerwin, Jr. Readiness Award,
the fourth straight year that a South Dakota Guard unit has been named the best National Guard unit in
the country.

Our Guard has stepped in to help with everything asked of them: storm recovery, firefighting, drug stops
, COVID medical support, and of course helping to secure our nation’s borders and ensuring our shared
defense.

We are also the proud home of many veterans. Could I ask our veterans to stand and join the others?

Our Department of Veterans Affairs has earned a five-star rating from the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid -- the highest level possible. The Yankton School District won the 2021 Secretary of Defense
Employer Support Freedom Award, one of just 15 nationally given out. The opening of the State Veterans
Cemetery in Sioux Falls has given us a dignified final resting spot for eligible veterans and their spouses.
Our efforts to pass laws to honor our veterans are being noticed. South Dakota has been named the
number one state in the nation for veterans to live and work.

South Dakota honors those who honor the call to serve -- the men and women who put their lives on the
line to defend life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Would you all join me in thanking these veterans,
national guard members, and law enforcement for their bravery and sacrifice.

Moving to South Dakota

It wasn't just law enforcement that moved to South Dakota. Thousands of new residents made the move.
Our state is top-3 in the nation for inbound migration, according to United Van Lines.

Georgi Boorman is a native of Washington State who was fed up with lockdowns. Fed up with not being
able to go to church. Fed up with the “ever-changing rules,” as she describes it. In Washington, her fam-
ily had to restrict capacity at their cafe. She had to wear a mask everywhere she went, even when other
people weren't around. Georgi had enough. And she was ready to make a change.

She took a road trip to the Black Hills. And as she was driving home to Washington, she said "I don't
want to go back.” She wanted to move to South Dakota, but she wanted to stay close to her family.

So the family came, too -- her kids’ grandparents, aunts, and uncles. Then more family followed. Even-
tually, South Dakota gained dozens of new residents from a family that loved freedom and was tired of
tyranny. More are still planning to come! The only home they had ever known was Washington -- but it
didn't feel like home anymore. They fell in love with South Dakota.
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Business Success

Many people who moved here brought their businesses with them — big and small. Aesir Technologies
chose Rapid City as the location for their new Gigafactory after a nationwide search. They considered
what every other state in this country had to offer, and then they chose South Dakota as the best place
for them to expand. They'll create 400 new good-paying high-tech jobs in the process.

Albany Farms moved the headquarters of its food manufacturing operations from Los Angeles to Belle
Fourche. This new facility will give wheat farmers a new place to sell their product and bring in more than
500 jobs.

Businesses that have always called South Dakota home also expanded. Ten South Dakota businesses
were named among the fastest growing in the nation earlier this year. Furniture Mart USA is doubling its
campus in Sioux Falls, creating a 650,000 square foot facility. North Sioux City is adding over 300 acres
to their industrial park to host many businesses. And they're preparing to build 300 new career homes to
support that growth.

Black Hills Harley Davidson led the WORLD in Harley sales. In fact, no Harley Davidson dealership ANY-
WHERE has ever seen the revenue that Black Hills Harley achieved in 2021. That was driven by our strong
economy -- by tourism, particularly visitors to the Sturgis Rally — and it was driven by the work ethic of
the men and women who run this dealership.

Black Hills Harley is not just a record-setting motorcycle dealership. In the middle of a dangerous wildfire
near Rapid City earlier this year, Black Hills Harley allowed their store to be used as the headquarters for
the fire response. They gave our firefighters and first responders free use of their facilities and didn't ask
for anything in return.

No matter how these businesses got here or got started, they are thriving because here in South Dakota,
the government gets out of the way, allows them to grow and innovate, and helps out where we can.

CLOSING

We are free here in South Dakota, but we cannot take that freedom for-granted. President Reagan re-
minded us, “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our
children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or
one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children’s children what it was once like in the United
States when men were free.”

In South Dakota, we will protect freedom. We will pass it on to our children. We will not allow freedom
to go extinct.

That's what it means to be South Dakotans. We work together to help our communities grow, thrive, and
remain safe, strong, and healthy. We support our local businesses, and they support us in return. We set
an example for the nation in how we do business, how we approach public policy, and how we interact
with each other every single day.

We are blessed to be living in South Dakota. The state of our state is the strongest it has ever been —
even with so ma