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The

Elementary Winter Music Concert
The Groton Area Elementary students put on its winter music concert Wednesday afternoon in the GHS Gym. It was a 

pack house for the concert. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Dynamics Dance Team performs
The Groton Dynamics Dance Team performed at halftime of the varsity basketball game Tuesday night. Pictured are Al-

lyssa Locke, Emilie Thurston, Riley Leicht, Marlee Tollefson, Julianna Kosel, Breslyn Jeschke, Ani Davidson, Tina Zoellner, 
Megan Fliehs, Maddie Bjerke, Trista Keith, Paisley Mitchell, Trinity Smith, Cadance Feist. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Volleyball Awards
L-R: Alyssa Thaler, Elizabeth Fliehs, Maddie Bjerke, Madeline Fliehs, Megan Fliehs, Sydney Leicht, Aspen Johnson, Anna Fjeldheim 
Ace Award: Anna Fjeldheim; Most improved: Aspen Johnson; Rookie of the Year: Elizabeth Fliehs; Defensive Player of the Year: Alyssa Thaler; 

Offensive Player of the Year: Madeline Fliehs; MVP: Sydney Leicht; Spirit of the Tiger: Maddie Bjerke and Megan Fliehs; NEC All Conference 
team: Madeline Fliehs and Sydney Leicht. (Courtesy Photo)

Groton Area Kindergarten students are 
featured in this issue!

Merry Christmas!



Joe’s goodbye
Editor’s note: Tony is taking a a 

break for the holiday. Here’s one of 
our favorites from 2013.

The sky was darkened by wings 
flying south, the sound a deafen-
ing rumbling, an announcement 
of winter. God’s calendar. Like the 
fallen leaves, a warning that grow-
ing things must stop, hunker down 
or die. Wondrous, yet in the din, the 
message they bring is somber. Fly 
away if you can. Prepare, you must. 
Times are going to get hard.

Looking up at the sky, Joe knew he 
was going to die. Hell, we all know 
we’re going to die, but the way it 
happened surprised everyone.

I met Joe once, some twenty years 
ago at my friend Steve’s wedding in Michigan. It was inauspi-
cious start to a marriage. Margo and a bridesmaid crashed 
into a big buck deer the night before wedding, and though 
there was a lot of broken glass and a totaled car, no severe 
injuries. Except for the deer.

Steve’s older brother Joe dressed out the animal and the 
next day when the bride and groom made good their escape 
from the rice shower, there dangling from the rear view mir-
ror, taxidermist-clean, were the buck’s family jewels, deco-
rated with a curled violet ribbon. All of us guys in tuxedos 
laughed, but most the women were really mad. This was 
not the kind of wedding one reads about in Bride Magazine. 
That was Joe.

My cell phone rang a few weeks ago when I was under yet 
another oppressive deadline. It was Steve. I knew I didn’t 
have the 30 minutes the bull session might take so I didn’t 
pick up, knowing that he would understand. The next day, 
still under deadline, I missed another one of his calls. The 
following day, I picked up.

Joe was dead. The words hung like a shroud in the air. He 
had collapsed suddenly doing what he loved—hunting under 
a crisp autumn sky. They found him unconscious in a field. 
A blood vessel in his brain had burst. The irony was he was 
already dying of cancer. Everyone knew death was coming, 
but they had expected to have more time, the one small bit 
of dignity cancer typically allows—time for goodbyes.

Joe was a big brother with a little brother’s rascal soul, a 
guy to whom rules were sometimes, well, optional. An army 
vet, thin and wiry, he was a guy who got things done, as 
good with a hammer as he was with a shotgun or a skinning 
knife. He had a toughness and force of will that made it hard 
to believe he could die, but that was the prognosis.

Steve was past the initial shock of it all, and I rationalized 
that it was just as well that I hadn’t picked up sooner. Steve 
talked and I mostly listened. I guess I’ve been on this end 
of things enough times to know that “I’m sorry” is about the 
best you can do. When it got too hard, Steve said goodbye.

A week or so later, he called again. “I wanted to tell you 
something else,” he said in his understated cadence, not a 
monotone, but steeped in stoicism. He wanted to tell me 
how Joe had died.

“Okay,” I said. I thought I knew the story, but as it turns 
out, I didn’t know everything.

They rushed Joe to the hospital in a coma and it was as 
bad as things can get without the patient being dead. No 
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Weekly Vikings Roundup 
By Jack & Duane Kolsrud

In the words of ESPN’s Chris Berman, it was 
another Central Division collision as the Bears 
and Vikings met in Chicago at the historic 
Soldier Field on Monday Night Football. 

It wasn’t pretty, but the Vikings did what 
they had to do, getting back to .500 by taking 
advantage of an inept Bears team and coming 
away with a 17-9 victory. 

The Bears’ head coach Matt Nagy set the 
tone early by getting one of the Bears four 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalties of the 
game. It was as if he was looking to spend 
this Christmas away from Chicago, as rumors 
have him fired at the end of the season. 

As for the Vikings, it was a night of mile-
stones for the team. Kirk Cousins threw for 
only 87 yards, the lowest yardage total of his 
ten-year career.  

Justin Jefferson had a quiet night, with four 
catches and a touchdown, but he passed 
Randy Moss for the most yards by a Viking 
wide receiver in his first two years. Jefferson 
is just 21 yards short of Odell Beckham’s NFL 
record. It was also the first Viking win when 
Jefferson failed to get seven catches. 

The Viking’s defense had not stopped one 
team from scoring once they got to a goal-to-
goal situation. Tonight they broke that streak 
and created a turnover in the second quarter. 

Eric Kendricks got ejected for the first time 
in his career on a helmet-to-helmet hit on 
Justin Fields.

Defensive end DJ Wonnum had the best 
game of his career with three sacks and a 
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forced fumble. Wonnum has 
had big shoes to fill since tak-
ing over for Danielle Hunter 
in the middle of season but 
is showing he belongs as a 
starter. 

The rookie wide receiver 
from the University of Iowa,  
Imir Smith-Marsette, catches 
the first touchdown of his ca-
reer to put the Vikings up 17-3.

Playoff picture:
With just three games to go, 

the Vikings are the seventh 
seed in the NFC. That could be 
temporary if Washington de-
feats Philadelphia on Tuesday 
night. With a 7-7 record, they 
currently hold the tiebreaker 
on the New Orleans Saints 
and Philadelphia Eagles. If the 
season were to end today, the 
Vikings would travel to Dal-
las for the first round of the 
playoffs.  

The Vikings have the tough-
est remaining schedule in the 
NFC with a home game against 
the 9-4 Los Angeles Rams 
and a road game against the 
#1 seed, Green Bay Packers. 
They finish at home against 
the Bears. For the Vikings to 
make the playoffs, they will 
need to earn the opportunity 
and not hope to get in through 
the back door. 

Next up: Los Angeles 
Rams

The Vikings may benefit from 
all of the NFL Covid restrictions 
when they meet their next 
opponent is the Los Angeles 
Rams. The reason is the Rams 
had their game this weekend 
moved to Tuesday night.. That 
makes for a short week of 
preparation. Let’s hope Mat-
thew Stafford has memories 
of getting sacked ten times as 
a Detroit Lion when he returns 
as the Rams’ new quarterback 
and has trouble finding the 
top receiver in the league this 
season in Cooper Kupp. The 
Vikings will need a packed US 
Bank Stadium to make some 
noise and get the Vikings to 
win number 8. Let’s hope 
Santa Claus brings us just a 
few more wins in his sleigh this 
weekend. 

Merry Christmas!!
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responsiveness. No chance for anything but 
death. His wife and one of his daughters kept 
a somber vigil, hoping he would make the grim 
decision that needed to be made. To let go. 
These are the things you hope for when there 
is no hope. Nurses came and went. Nothing 
changed.

At one point, they decided to step out for a 
moment to get some air. They sighed, rose, 
and buttoned jackets, but just as they were 
about to leave, something impossible hap-
pened. Joe sat up. His eyes opened and he 
smiled beatifically at each of them. Then he 
laid back down, closed his eyes, and stopped 
breathing forever. And that is when they 
started breathing again.

I was silent at the other end of the line when 
the story ended, afraid that my words would 
turn into something else. Finally, I croaked out, 
“It was a gift...”

Joe had gotten his goodbyes after all. In the 
end, he had reached across from that place 
that is Almost Heaven to comfort those he 
loved.

That was Joe.
© Tony Bender, 2013
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Groton Area boys take down Redfield
Groton Area defeated Redfield in a Northeast Conference game Tuesday night in Groton, 

70-58.
The Tigers never trailed in the game, but the Pheasants kept the game interesting. Groton 

Area held a 15-8 lead after the first quarter. The second quarter proved to be a three-point 
show with Cole Simon coming off the bench to make three and Lane Tietz added two more 
while Peyton Osborn made two three-pointers and Jerron Haider one for the Pheasants. The 
Tigers12-point lead, but Redfield cut it down to seven by halftime, 34-27.

Groton Area was back on top by 11, but once again, the Pheasants rallied to cut it down to 
a five-point game, 49-34, with 1:45 left in the third quarter. Groton Area made the last four 
points of the third quarter and took a 53-36 lead into the fourth quarter.

The Tigers made six of eight free throws in the fourth quarter and went on for the 70-58 win.
Lane Tietz led the Tigers with 25 points which included making six of 12 three-pointers, he 

had three rebounds, two assists and two steals. Cole Simon had 14 points which included 
making three of four three-pointers, he had one rebound and one assist. Jacob Zak had 13 
points, six rebounds, three assists and three steals. Tate Larson had a double-double night 
with 12 points, 10 rebounds, one assist and three steals. Wyatt Hearnen had four points, 
three rebounds, two assists and one steal. Kaden Kurtz made two free throws, had four 
rebounds and three assists. Jayden Zak had one rebound, one assist and three steals. Teylor 
Diegel had one assist.

Groton Area made 17 of 33 field goals for 52 percent, nine of 30 three-pointers for 30 per-
cent, made nine of 13 free throws for 69 percent off of Redfield’s 11 team fouls, had eight 
turnovers, 18 assists, 12 steals and 14 team fouls.

Peyton Osborn led the Pheasants with 17 points while Jerron Haider had 15, Mitchell Mack 
had 12, Nolan Gall eight, Paul Juarez four and Justin Ratigan added two points. 

Redfield made 24 of 42 field goals for 57 percent, four of 10 free throws for 40 percent off 
of Groton Area’s 14 team fouls, had 23 turnovers of which 12 were steals, had 24 rebounds 
and 10 assists.

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Allied Climate Professionals 
with Kevin Nehls, Groton Ford, the John Sieh Agency, Dacotah Bank and Bary Keith at Harr 
Motors.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 60-35. The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.
COM, sponsored by Kent and Darcy Muller with Charlie Frost as the guest commentator.

Colby Dunker led the Tigers with 12 points followed by Cole Simon with 11, Logan Ringgen-
berg eight, Teylor Diegel and Dillon Abeln with seven apiece, Tyson Parrow six, Turner 
Thompson and Holden Sippel with four each and Blake Pauli added two points.

Justin Ratigan led the Pheasants with 11 points.

Pheasants escape the grasp of the 
Tigers in the fourth quarter to win

Groton Area lost a nine-point lead going into the fourth quarter as Redfield rallied to over-
come the Lady Tigers, 44-42. 

Groton Area led for most of the game, having an 11-6 lead after the first quarter and open-
ing up a 16-8 lead midway in the second quarter. Redfield scored eight straight points to the 
game at 16, but Groton held on for a 19-18 lead at half time. Redfield scored first in the third 
quarter tot ake its first lead, 21-19. The lead then changed hands three more times and was 
tied once before Groton Area scored 10 unanswered points to take a 32-23 lead at the end 
of the third quarter. The shooting by the Tigers turned ice cold in the fourth quarter, making 
just one of 12 shots while the Pheasants were five of seven and that was enough to propel 
the Pheasants to the 44-42 win.

Allyssa Locke had a perfect fourth quarter from the free throw line, making eight of eight 
and she led the Tigers in scoring with 10 points and she had one assist. Alyssa Thaler had 
seven points, one rebound, three assists, one steal and one block. Sydney Leicht, fouled 
out with 3:48 left in the game, finished with seven points, two rebounds, one steal and one 
block shot. Jaedyn Penning had six points, one assist and two steals. Brooke Gengerke had 
five points and six rebounds. Gracie Traphagen had four points, 10 rebounds, one assist and 
three steals. Aspen Johnson had two points, two rebounds, two assists and two steals. Jerica 
Locke had one point, two rebounds, one assist and one steal. Kennedy Hansen had one assist.

The Tigers made 13 of 42 field goals for 31 percent, was two of 10 in three-pointers for 
20 percent, made 10 of 15 free throws for 67 percent off of Redfield’s 14 team fouls, had 10 
turnovers, 10 assists, 23 rebounds, 10 steals and two block shots.

Redfield was led by Camryn Rohlfs with 12 points (she made two three-pointers in the 
fourth quarter), Grace Fast had 11 points which included a three-pointer and four of four free 
throws in the fourth quarter, Katie Rozell had nine points, Ashlyn Clausen had six, Chelsea 
Smith and four and Ellie Evans added two points. The Pheasants were 12 of 33 in shooting 
for 36 percent, made 11 of 17 free throws for 64 percent off of Groton Area’s 18 team fouls, 
and had 19 turnovers.

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Dacotah Bank, Groton Ford, 
the John Sieh Agency, Bary Keith at Harr Motors and Allied Climate Professionals with Kevin 
Nehls.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 35-14. Kennedy Hanson had seven points, Laila 
Roberts and Jaedyn Penning each had six, Faith Traphagen, Talli Wright and Mia Crank each 
had four points and Jerica Locke and Brooklyn Hansen each had two points. Annie Smith 
led Redfield with nine points.

The junior varsity game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Rich and Tami 
Zimney.

Groton Prairie Mixed
Dec. 9 Team Standings: Coyotes 14, Cheetahs 14, Chipmunks 13, Shih Tzus 12, Jack-

elopes 10, Foxes 9
Men’s High Games: Brad Larson 223, Roger Spanier 199, Ron Belden 194
Women’s High Games: Sue Stanley 179, Vicki Walter 174, Cindy Frohling 165
Men’s High Series: Brad Larson 551, Randy Stanley 519, Roger Spanier 516
Women’s High Series: Sue Stanley 479, Darci Spanier 435, Vicki Walter 428
Dec. 16 Team Standings: Coyotes 17, Chipmunks 17, Cheetahs 14, Shih Tzus 13, Jack-

elopes 13, Foxes 10
Men’s High Games: Brad Waage 214, Mike Siegler 213, 199, Lance Frohling 193
Women’s High Games: Sue Stanley 194, Darci Spanier 191, Vicki Walter 190
Men’s High Series: Mike Siegler 578, Brad Waage 528, Lance Frohling 519
Women’s High Series: Vicki Walter 513, Sue Stanley 491, Darci Spanier 476

Boys hoop team presses 
past Sioux Falls Lutheran
The Groton Area boys basketball team trav-

eled to Sioux Falls Lutheran on Saturday for 
the Eagles first ever varsity game. Sioux Falls 
Lutheran is a three-year old school, playing 
junior varsity games the first two years and 
now entering the varsity level this year. 

Groton Area led at the quarter stops at 24-5, 
48-15 and 67-15 en route to a 78-23 win.

Lane Tietz led the Tigers with 19 points, one 
rebound, one assist and three steals. Kaden 
Kurtz had 12 points, three assists and two 
steals. Jayden Zak had 10 points, three assists 
and two steals. Wyatt Hearnen had 10 points, 
six rebounds and one steal. Tate Larson had 
seven points, seven rebounds, two assists and 
one steal. Cade Larson had four points, one 
rebound, two assists and one steal. Jacob Zak 
had three points, one rebound, one assist and 
three steals. Cole Simon had three points, two 
rebounds and two assists. Teylor Diegel had 
three points, one rebound, one assist and six 
steals. Braxton Imrie had three points and one 
rebound. Logan Ringgenberg had two points, 
four rebounds and two assists. Dillon Abeln 
had two points, two rebounds and one assist. 
Colby Dunker had two rebounds. Holden Sip-
pel had one rebound and Tyson Parrow had 
one steal.

Groton Area made 25 of 37 field goals for 68 
percent, made six oof 18 three-pointers for 33 
percent, had 33 rebounds, nine turnovers, 18 
assists, 20 steals and 12 team fouls.

Ethan Olson led the Eagles with 10 points 
while Daniel Pinn had five, Kaden Roben 
and Jordy Martinez each had three points 
and Grant Prouty had two points. Sioux Falls 
Lutheran made eight of 35 field goals for 23 
percent, was three of nine from the line for 33 
percent, had 19 turnovers and 16 team fouls.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 
58-8. Turner Thompson led the Tigers with 11 
points followed by Blake Pauli with eight, Lo-
gan Ringgenberg and Tyson Parrow with seven 
each, Holden Sippel had six, Colby Dunker five, 
Cade Larson four, Dillon Abeln and Teylor Di-
egel each had three points and Braxton Imrie 
and Cole Simon each had two points.

The varsity game was broadcast live on 
GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Doug and Wanda 
Hamilton, Dacotah Bank, Bary Keith at Harr 
Motors, Allied Climate Professionals with Kevin 
Nehls, Groton Ford and the John Sieh Agency. 
The junior varsity game was also broadcast 
live on GDILIVE.COM with a private sponsor.

Conde National League
Dec. 20 Team Standings: Pirates 6, Giants 

6, Mets 5, Tigers 4, Cubs 2, Braves 1
Men’s High Games: Butch Farmen 264, 

214; Ryan Bethke 238; Justin Buckley 224
Men’s High Series: Butch Farmen 630, 

Ryan Bethke 545, Justin Buckley 493
Women’s High Games: Amanda More-

house 185, Michelle Johnson 170, Sam Bahr 
156

Women’s High Series: Michelle Johnson 
417, Joyce Walter 407, Vickie Kramp 390
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Seven wrestlers place at Cossack 
Avalanche Tournament

Seven wrestlers placed at the Sioux Valley Cossack Avalanche wrestling tournament held 
Saturday in Volga. With that, Groton Area placed fourth in a field of 19 teams. 

Lane Krueger placed first at 285 pounds, Cole Bisbee placed second at 160 pounds, Korbin 
Kucker placed third at 152 pounds, Christian Ehresmann placed first at 145 pounds, Brevin 
Fliehs placed third at 138 pounds, Pierce Kettering placed fourth at 132 pounds, and Porter 
Johnson placed fourth at 113 pounds.

Kingsbury County placed first with 198 points followed by Sioux Valley with 151, Deuel 142, 
Groton Area 135.5, Flandreau 109, West Central 76, Mitchell 54, Spearfish 42, Hamlin 41.5, 
Ortonville MN 40, Tai-Valley 38.5, Brookings 38, Yankton 37, Sioux Falls Roosevelt 30.5, Sioux 
Falls Lincoln 28.5, Viborg-Hurley 28, Sioux Falls Jefferson 17, Lennox 7 and Dell Rapids 0.

106B: Walker Zoellner (7-6) placed 
2nd.

Champ. Round 1 - Walker Zoellner (Groton 
Area) 7-6 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Walker Zoellner (Groton Area) 
7-6 won by fall over Joshua David (Sioux Falls 
Jefferson) 2-2 (Fall 0:40)

Semifinal - Walker Zoellner (Groton Area) 
7-6 won by fall over Jett Yaggie (Yankton) 2-2 
(Fall 1:56)

1st Place Match - Cody Zell (Kingsbury Coun-
ty) 5-4 won by decision over Walker Zoellner 
(Groton Area) 7-6 (Dec 4-1)

106B: Liza Krueger (0-2)
Champ. Round 1 - Liza Krueger (Groton 

Area) 0-2 received a bye () (Bye)
Quarterfinal - Jett Yaggie (Yankton) 2-2 won 

by fall over Liza Krueger (Groton Area) 0-2 
(Fall 0:41)

Cons. Round 2 - Michael Zoller (Spearfish) 
2-2 won by fall over Liza Krueger (Groton Area) 
0-2 (Fall 0:22)

113: Porter Johnson (4-7) placed 4th 
and scored 13.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Porter Johnson (Groton 
Area) 4-7 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Porter Johnson (Groton Area) 
4-7 won by fall over Teagen Bittinger (Lennox) 
2-2 (Fall 4:43)

Semifinal - Greyson Nielsen (Kingsbury 
County) 5-1 won by major decision over Porter 
Johnson (Groton Area) 4-7 (MD 10-2)

Cons. Semi - Porter Johnson (Groton Area) 
4-7 won by fall over Ryker Gauger (Deuel) 
4-10 (Fall 4:05)

3rd Place Match - Dubhlainn Vermeulen 
(Sioux Valley) 7-7 won by fall over Porter John-
son (Groton Area) 4-7 (Fall 2:36)

126: Isiah Sepaniak (2-8)
Champ. Round 1 - Dylan Christenson (Flan-

dreau) 7-9 won by fall over Isiah Sepaniak 
(Groton Area) 2-8 (Fall 1:10)

Cons. Round 1 - Blake Jennings (Kingsbury 
County) 2-3 won by fall over Isiah Sepaniak 
(Groton Area) 2-8 (Fall 0:48)

132: Pierce Kettering (10-6) placed 4th 
and scored 17.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Pierce Kettering (Groton 
Area) 10-6 won by fall over Justin Klein (Flan-
dreau) 7-7 (Fall 4:36)

Quarterfinal - Lane Holland (Kingsbury 
County) 5-5 won by decision over Pierce Ket-
tering (Groton Area) 10-6 (Dec 6-2)

Cons. Round 2 - Pierce Kettering (Groton 
Area) 10-6 won by fall over Ethan Johnson 
(Kingsbury County) 6-3 (Fall 4:41)

Cons. Round 3 - Pierce Kettering (Groton 
Area) 10-6 won by fall over Tate Everson 
(Hamlin) 6-11 (Fall 2:04)

Cons. Semi - Pierce Kettering (Groton Area) 
10-6 won by fall over Shayce Platt (Yankton) 
5-2 (Fall 2:15)

3rd Place Match - Lane Holland (Kingsbury 
County) 5-5 won by fall over Pierce Kettering 
(Groton Area) 10-6 (Fall 3:59)

138: Brevin Fliehs (10-5) placed 3rd 
and scored 14.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Brevin Fliehs (Groton 
Area) 10-5 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 
10-5 won by decision over Luke Steffensen 
(Kingsbury County) 7-7 (Dec 5-4)

Semifinal - Brock Gisselbeck (Hamlin) 9-5 
won by fall over Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 
10-5 (Fall 5:09)

Cons. Semi - Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 
10-5 won by fall over Kellan Odell (Mitchell) 
3-2 (Fall 2:24)

3rd Place Match - Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 
10-5 won by decision over Luke Steffensen 
(Kingsbury County) 7-7 (Dec 7-6)

145: Christian Ehresmann (8-2) placed 
1st and scored 25.5 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Christian Ehresmann (Gro-
ton Area) 8-2 won by fall over Tucker Adkins 
(Deuel) 3-10 (Fall 1:43)

Quarterfinal - Christian Ehresmann (Groton 
Area) 8-2 won by tech fall over Jesus Mendoza 
(Tri-Valley) 0-2 (TF-1.5 3:11 (18-2))

Semifinal - Christian Ehresmann (Groton 
Area) 8-2 won by fall over Jacob Ellingson 
(Spearfish) 5-4 (Fall 0:51)

1st Place Match - Christian Ehresmann 
(Groton Area) 8-2 won by decision over Skylar 
Trygstad (Sioux Valley) 14-2 (Dec 12-6)

152: Korbin Kucker (6-7) placed 3rd 
and scored 18.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Korbin Kucker (Groton 
Area) 6-7 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Korbin Kucker (Groton Area) 
6-7 won by fall over Evan Wilson (Spearfish) 
3-4 (Fall 3:00)

Semifinal - Tathan Headrick (Flandreau) 9-3 
won by fall over Korbin Kucker (Groton Area) 
6-7 (Fall 1:49)

Cons. Semi - Korbin Kucker (Groton Area) 
6-7 won by fall over Javier Mendoza (Tri-Valley) 
3-6 (Fall 1:58)

3rd Place Match - Korbin Kucker (Groton 
Area) 6-7 won by fall over Evan Wilson (Spear-
fish) 3-4 (Fall 4:22)

160: Cole Bisbee (10-4) placed 2nd and 
scored 22.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Cole Bisbee (Groton Area) 
10-4 won by fall over Breyten Johnson (Kings-
bury County) 3-4 (Fall 1:58)

Quarterfinal - Cole Bisbee (Groton Area) 10-4 
won by fall over Noah Gruenstein (Mitchell) 
0-2 (Fall 1:13)

Semifinal - Cole Bisbee (Groton Area) 10-4 
won by disqualification over Karter Headrick 
(Flandreau) 9-7 (DQ)

1st Place Match - Russell Sheets (Sioux Val-
ley) 14-3 won by fall over Cole Bisbee (Groton 
Area) 10-4 (Fall 2:33)

285: Lane Krueger (8-2) placed 1st and 
scored 26.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Lane Krueger (Groton 
Area) 8-2 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 
8-2 won by fall over Justin Person (West Cen-
tral) 0-2 (Fall 2:45)

Semifinal - Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 8-2 
won by fall over Braeden Stadler (Brookings) 
2-2 (Fall 0:24)

1st Place Match - Lane Krueger (Groton 
Area) 8-2 won by fall over Braden Petersen 
(Sioux Falls Lincoln) 6-3 (Fall 1:55)605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe



Five wrestlers place at 
Northeast Conference

Five Groton Area wrestlers placed in the top four at the Northeast 
Conference Wrestling Tournament held Thursday in Sisseton. 

Liza Krueger was the only girl wrestler at 106 pounds so she claimed 
the first place spot. Lane Krueger placed second at 285 pounds, Cole 
Bisbee placed third at 160 pounds, and Brevin Fliehs at 138 pounds 
and Pierce Kettering at 132 pounds both placed fourth.

Redfield won the team title with 198.5 points followed by Milbank 
with 152.5, Sisseton 120.5, Hamlin 115.5, Clark/Willow Lake 100, 
Groton Area 57, Britton-Hecla 49, Deuel 42, Webster Area 22 and 
Tiospa Zina 4.

G106: Liza Krueger (0-0) placed 1st.
Round 1 - Liza Krueger (Groton Area) 0-0 received a bye () (Bye)
Round 2 - Liza Krueger (Groton Area) 0-0 received a bye () (Bye)

106: Walker Zoellner (5-5) scored 6.0 team points.
Prelim - Walker Zoellner (Groton Area) 5-5 won by fall over Brenden 

Cook (Tiospa Zina) 2-6 (Fall 2:40)
Quarterfinal - Brady Risetter (Redfield Area) 5-0 won by fall over 

Walker Zoellner (Groton Area) 5-5 (Fall 0:00)
Cons. Round 1 - Walker Zoellner (Groton Area) 5-5 won by fall over 

Tyson Hagberg (Deuel) 4-5 (Fall 4:35)
Cons. Semi - Brody Randall (Hamlin) 11-5 won by tech fall over 

Walker Zoellner (Groton Area) 5-5 (TF-1.5 3:59 (15-0))

113: Porter Johnson (2-5)Quarterfinal - Taylor Merkel (Clark/
Willow Lake) 5-6 won by decision over Porter Johnson (Groton Area) 
2-5 (Dec 7-0)

Cons. Round 1 - Porter Johnson (Groton Area) 2-5 received a bye 
() (Bye)

Cons. Semi - Conner Zens (Redfield Area) 4-1 won by fall over Porter 
Johnson (Groton Area) 2-5 (Fall 2:22)

126: Isiah Sepaniak (2-6) scored 3.0 team points.
Quarterfinal - Jacob Johnson (Milbank) 6-6 won by fall over Isiah 

Sepaniak (Groton Area) 2-6 (Fall 0:15)
Cons. Round 1 - Isiah Sepaniak (Groton Area) 2-6 won by fall over 

Thomas Anderson (Tiospa Zina) 0-4 (Fall 1:23)
Cons. Semi - Trace Shoemaker (Webster Area) 8-6 won by fall over 

Isiah Sepaniak (Groton Area) 2-6 (Fall 1:56)

132: Pierce Kettering (6-4) placed 4th and scored 10.0 
team points.

Quarterfinal - Pierce Kettering (Groton Area) 6-4 won by fall over 
Ernesto Garcia (Clark/Willow Lake) 4-5 (Fall 3:11)

Semifinal - Kaden Krause (Milbank) 4-4 won by major decision over 
Pierce Kettering (Groton Area) 6-4 (MD 14-5)

Cons. Semi - Pierce Kettering (Groton Area) 6-4 won by major deci-
sion over Tate Everson (Hamlin) 4-9 (MD 12-2)

3rd Place Match - Jaxon Quail (Deuel) 10-2 won by decision over 
Pierce Kettering (Groton Area) 6-4 (Dec 8-5)

138: Brevin Fliehs (6-4) placed 4th and scored 11.0 team 
points.

Quarterfinal - Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 6-4 won by fall over Dustin 
Stabnow (Britton/Hecla) 2-9 (Fall 1:01)

Semifinal - Ethan Mcelhone (Clark/Willow Lake) 6-4 won by decision 
over Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 6-4 (Dec 3-2)

Cons. Semi - Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 6-4 won by fall over Blaise 
McGregor (Webster Area) 2-5 (Fall 2:15)

3rd Place Match - Brock Gisselbeck (Hamlin) 6-4 won by decision 
over Brevin Fliehs (Groton Area) 6-4 (Dec 4-3)

152: Korbin Kucker (3-6) scored 1.0 team points.
Quarterfinal - Troy Randall Jr. (Hamlin) 12-4 won by fall over Korbin 

Kucker (Groton Area) 3-6 (Fall 1:51)
Cons. Round 1 - Korbin Kucker (Groton Area) 3-6 won by decision 

over Collin Beaner (Britton/Hecla) 4-7 (Dec 5-2)
Cons. Semi - Tate Schlueter (Milbank) 9-3 won by fall over Korbin 

Kucker (Groton Area) 3-6 (Fall 1:42)

160: Cole Bisbee (7-3) placed 3rd and scored 12.0 team 
points.

Quarterfinal - Cole Bisbee (Groton Area) 7-3 received a bye () (Bye)
Semifinal - Barrett Schneck (Milbank) 12-3 won by fall over Cole 

Bisbee (Groton Area) 7-3 (Fall 2:10)
Cons. Semi - Cole Bisbee (Groton Area) 7-3 won by fall over Braeden 

Johnson (Clark/Willow Lake) 2-7 (Fall 2:49)
3rd Place Match - Cole Bisbee (Groton Area) 7-3 won by fall over 

Conner Glines (Britton/Hecla) 4-6 (Fall 1:29)

285: Lane Krueger (5-2) placed 2nd and scored 14.0 team 
points.

Quarterfinal - Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 5-2 received a bye () (Bye)
Semifinal - Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 5-2 won by decision over 

Landon Novy (Milbank) 10-4 (Dec 5-0)
1st Place Match - Grady Fey (Redfield Area) 2-0 won by fall over 

Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 5-2 (Fall 2:17)

Groton Area Boys have 
come-from-behind win over Hamlin

Two evenly matched teams battled it out on the court Thursday 
night as Groton Area came from behind to edge out Hamlin in boys 
basketball action in Groton, 56-52.

Both teams came out with guns blazing in the first quarter. After a 
tie at two, the lead changed hands eight times before Groton Area 
held a 17-16 lead at the end of the first quarter. The lead changed 
hands three more times and the game was tied twice more in the 
second quarter as Hamlin led at half time, 32-28. Groton Area came 
out flat in the third quarter and the Chargers opened up an eight-point 
lead, 43-34, with 2:03 left in the third quarter. Hamlin held the lead, 
43-38, at the break.

Groton Area closed to within two to start the fourth quarter, but 
Hamlin held a six-point lead, 49-43, with 4:34 left. Groton Area then 
scored 11 unanswered points to take a 53-49 lead with 24 seconds 
left and went on for the 56-52 win.

Three players hit double figures with Kaden Kurtz scoring eight of 
his 13 points in the fourth quarter. He also had two rebounds. Jayden 
Zak had 12 points, five rebounds, two assists, five steals and one 
block. Tate Larson had 12 points, six rebounds and one steal. Jacob 
Zak had seven points and three rebounds. Wyatt Hearnen had seven 
points, five rebounds and one steal. Cole Simon had three points and 
two rebounds. Lane Tietz had two points, one rebound, four assists 
and two steals. 

Groton Area made 16 of 30 field goals for 53 percent, four of 15 
three-pointers for 27 percent, made 13 of 23 free throws for 52 per-
cent off of Hamlin’s 19 team fouls, had 24 rebounds, 12 turnovers, six 
assists, nine steals, 17 team fouls and one block shot.

Hamlin was led by Tyson Stevenson with 19 points followed by 
Easton Neudendorf and Brennan Kessler with eight apiece, Dawson 
Noem had six, Evan Stormo five, Luke Fraser four and Rylan Bawdon 
two. The Chargers made 20 of 45 field goals for 44 percent, nine of 
11 free throws for 82 recent off of Groton Area’s 17 team fouls, and 
had 11 turnovers.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 40-33. Cole Simon had 
16 points while Teyton Diegel had 10, Logan Ringgenberg eight, and 
Braxton Imrie, Dillon Abeln and Colby Dunker each had two points. 
Matt Donahoe and Jameson Nebel each had nine points for Hamlin.

Hamlin runs away in girls game
Hamlin led at the quarterstops at 15-5, 33-8 and 46-16 en route to 

a 52-22 win the girls varsity game.
Gracie Traphagen led the Lady Tigers with seven points and two 

rebounds. Brooke Gengerke had five points and two rebounds. Jerrica 
Locke had five points, four rebounds and one steal. Allyssa Locke had 
one rebound and three assists. Sydney Leicht had four rebounds and 
one steal. Aspen Johnson had one rebound and one steal. Jaedyn 
Penning had three rebounds. Laila Roberts had one rebound.

Groton Area made six of 25 field goals for 24 percent, three of 16 
three-pointers for 19 percent, was one of two from the line, had 20 
rebounds, 10 turnovers, five assists, three steals and 11 team fouls.

Hamlin was led by Kami Wadsworth with 21 points followed by Ad-
dison Neudendorf and Brooklyn Brandriet with nine each, Ally Abraham 
and eight points, Grace Opdahl and Zoie Fraser each had two points 
and Alyssa West had one free throw.

The Chargers made 19 of 39 field goals for 48 percent, was six of 
nine from the line, had nine team fouls and four turnovers.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 32-17. Laila Roberts had 
11 points, Jaedyn Penning had seven, Brooklyn Hansen five, Faith 
Traphagen four, Jerrica Locke and Elizabeth Fliehs each had two points 
and Kennedy Hansen had one. Emily Everson led the Chargers with 
10 points.

Both varsity games were broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored 
by Groton Ford, Allied Climate Professioanls with KevinNehls, Bary 
Keith at Harr Motors, the John Sieh Agency and Dacotah Bank.

Friendly Fellows and Daisies 4-H
The Friendly Fellows and Daisies 4H Club met on Dec. 5th at Cla-

remont Methodist Church for their annual Christmas Party.  In atten-
dance were the following: Janet Frey, Yvonne Gibbs, Virginia Pulkey, 
Deloris Bruns, Les Warrington, Diann Warrington, Karl Eichler, Val 
Eichler, Ruth Nelson, Connie Anderson, Missi Smith, Jeremy Smith, 
Ryan Smith, McKenzie Smith, Trinity Smith, Stefan Wright, Lynn 
Wright, Collin Eichler, Emily Eichler, Hudson Eichler, Arthur Eichler, 
Jason Warrington, Robyn Warrington, Logan Warrington, Ashlynn 
Warrington, Greyson Warrington, Wade Marzahn, Renee Marzahn, 
Andrew Marzahn, Mike Frey, Mike Ringgenberg, Molly Ringgenberg, 
Brad Pauli, Michelle Pauli, Staci Anderson, Logan Ringgenberg, Blake 
Pauli, Hailey Pauli, Ryan Tracy, Carla Tracy, Kella Tracy, Kinton Tracy, 
Treyton Smith, Darin Zoellner, Walker Zoellner, and Parker Zoellner.  
Everyone enjoyed the club slide show, card bingo and potluck.  Snow-
man popcorn gifts were given to our guests. 
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Michael Garcia of 
Groton and the son 
of Tony and Melissa 
Garcia.

What Chris tmas 
means to me is open-
ing presents and giv-
ing gifts to friends 
and its a lot of fun to 
open presents with 
my family.

Maverick Severson 
of Groton and the 
son of Matt and Jor-
dan Severson.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
about giving.

Saylor Gilchrist of 
Columbia / Groton 
and the son of Grant 
Gilchrist and  Jennifer 
Gilchrist.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
joy.

Sophia Gilchrist of 
Columbia / Groton 
and the daughter of 
Grant Gilchrist and 
Jennifer Gilchrist.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
Santa comes.

Steston Foertsch of 
Groton and the son of 
Joe and Teri Foertsch.

What does Christ-
mas means to me is 
to get toys on Christ-
mas and  to have a 
good new year.

Ta i g e  S o mb ke 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Rikki Clif-
ford and Chris Som-
bke.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
happiness and deco-
rating the Christmas 
tree.

Karsyn Bickel of An-
dover and Daughter 
of Jason and Chelsie 
Bickel.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
being nice, and being 
kind.

K a r t e r  M e r k e l 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Heather 
Merkel.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
about Jesus’ birthday

KayLynn Furman 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Jessica 
Kjenstad and Aaron 
Anderson and Sam 
Furman.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is for 
Santa and elves
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Feddy Cole of Gro-
ton and the son of 
Chuck and Carrie 
Cole.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
making sweaters and 
stockings and Christ-
mas cards.

Gauge Johnson of 
Groton and the son 
of Samantha and the 
late TJ Johnson

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
presents

Ian Neu of Conde 
and the son of Nicole 
Barton, Chris Speney, 
and Cody Neu

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
being happy, snow, 
mom and dad, kisses 
and hugs.

Jaeden Morehouse 
of Andover and Gro-
ton and the daughter 
of Justin Morehouse 
and Amanda More-
house.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
helping family.

Dawson Kampa of 
Columbia and the son 
of Cole and Jordan 
Kampa.

What  Chr is tmas 
means to me is be-
ing thankful for some 
presents and for san-
ta. 

P i p e r  H e i l m a n 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Greg and 
Danielle Heilman.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me if 
getting presents and 
going on sleigh rides 
and baking cookies

Zachary Say of 
Groton and the son 
of Tansnay Bahlaing  
and Dee Say.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me? It 
is a holiday and we 
open presents.

Samuel Fliehs of 
Groton and the son 
of Rich and Heather 
Fliehs 

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
being with my grand-
ma and grandpa and 
playing with my cous-
ins.

E l l a  C l o c k s ene 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Brandon 
and Alicia Clocksene.

What Chris tmas 
means to me is joy 
and happiness.



8 ◊ Groton Independent ◊ Wed., Dec. 22, 2021

GO WITH BLESSINGS.

7 East US Hwy 12  |  GROTON  |  (605) 397-2711  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Laken Kurth of Gro-
ton and the daughter 
of Travis and Debbie 
Kurth.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
I get to go on the 
trolley and go to Aber-
deen and see Christ-
mas lights and drink 
cocoa.

Mad i son  Har r y 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Jeff and 
Betsy Harry.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
it feels so glad in my 
heart because it is 
Je-sus’ birthday.

Maryn Sombke of 
Groton and the daugh-
ter of Bryan and Whit-
ney Sombke.

What does CHrist-
mas mean to me is 
that we give presents 
to each other.

Dayton Gonsior of 
Groton and the son 
of Stan and Madeleine 
Gonsoir.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
joy and help

Carter Zoellner, son 
of Darin and Anne 
Zoellner, Groton.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
making Christmas 
pizzas and opening 
presents.

Jagger Penning of 
Pieront and the son 
of Brad  and Penning.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
spending time with my 
family.

E v a  H e n e r s o n 
of Groton and the 
daughter of Brad and 
Michelle Henderson.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
opening presents and 
baking cookies for 
Santa.

Kamden Gackle, 
son of Chad and Me-
lissa Gackle, Colum-
bia. 

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
making cookies and 
building a snowman.

Calli Wilkinson of 
G r o t on  and  t h e 
daughter of Sydney 
and Trent Kurtz and 
Blake and Chelsea 
Wilkinson.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is we 
make Christmas pizzas 
and open presents



Bennett Iverson of 
Groton and the son 
of Jeremy and Jackie 
Iverson. 

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
family and friends

Legend Po of Gro-
ton and the son of 
DayDay Po and Vic-
toria Shwe.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
Santa claus and pres-
ents

Zoey Ewalt of Gro-
ton and the daughter 
of Mike and Steph 
Ewalt. 

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
santa comes and gives 
us presents

Weston Merkel of 
Ferney and the son of 
Jacob Merkel and Alex 
Homsombath.

What does Christ-
mas means to me is 
getting presents.

Braxten Sombke of 
Groton and the son 
of Brett and Steph 
Sombke.

What Christmas 
means to me is my 
presents and family.

Conrad Rix of Gro-
ton and the son of 
Grant and Tracy Rix .

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
presents

Ava Strom of Gro-
ton and the daughter 
of Nick and Jenna 
Strom.

Whar Christmas 
means to me is Jesus’ 
was born at that day.

Baylin Taylor of 
Aberdeen and the 
daughter of Ross and 
Amanda Taylor.

What Christmas 
mean to me is cel-
ebrating Jesus’ birth-
day.

Nolan Rose of Gro-
ton and son of Ian and 
Karen Rose.

What does Christ-
mas means to me is 
presents and stock-
ings.
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Quinton Ronning of 
Groton and the son 
of Blake and  Leah 
Ronning.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
spending time on Je-
sus’ birthday

Paxton Eichler of 
Columbia and the son 
of Collin and Emily 
Eichler.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
fun, happiness and 
getting toys.

Leslie Davis of Co-
lumbia and the daugh-
ter of Tony and Chris-
tine Davis.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
Santa comes to my 
house and he gives us 
presents.

Anna Fliehs of Gro-
ton and daughter of 
Rich and Heather 
Fliehs. 

What  does Christ-
mas mean  to me is 
we get to go to our 
grandma’s and open 
our presents early.

Bentley Johnson 
of Groton and son 
of Matt and Casey 
Johnson.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me we 
see grandma and 
grandpa and open 
pre-sents.

Bo Fliehs of Clare-
mont and the son of 
Tigh and Adrienne 
Fliehs.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
Jesus’ birthday

Left:
Lincoln Heilman of 

Groton and the son 
of David and Kari Heil-
man.

What does Christ-
mas mean to me is 
that you get new 
presents and new 
toys.
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We are independently owned and 
operated pharmacies, where you’ll 
find exceptional service, a full 
selection of healthcare products and 
the one-on-one attention you deserve, 
all for competitive prices and similar 
co-pays.

Get to know us; we’d love to offer 
you the personalized, quality care 
you need to manage your entire 
family’s health.

Excellent Service is Our Mission
• Daily Medication Packs
• Custom RX
• Delivery & Mailout
• Medicare Part D
• Pet Medications

We are independently owned and 

operated pharmacies, where you’ll 

find exceptional service, a full 

selection of healthcare products and 

the one-on-one attention you deserve, 

all for competitive prices and similar 

co-pays.

Get to know us; we’d love to offer 

you the personalized, quality care 

you need to manage your entire 

family’s health.

Excellent Service is Our Mission

• Daily Medication Packs

• Custom rX

• Delivery & Mailout

• Medicare Part D

• Pet Medications

Plaza Pharmacy 
Ke n’s  S u p e r f a i r  Fo o d s

6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 6 3 4 4

V I S I T  U S  AT  T H ES E  H E A LT H  M A RT  LO C AT I O N S :

A B E R D E E N P H A R M AC Y. C O M / M Y H E A LT H M A RT P H A R M AC Y

State Street Pharmacy 
Ave ra  S ta t e  S t re e t  M e d i c a l  Sq u a re

6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 1 9 4 5

United Clinic Pharmacy 
Sa n f o r d  A b e r d e e n  C l i n i c

6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 4 0 0 1

These pharmacies are independently owned and operated 
under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

Caring for 
your family, 

like our own.

Caring for 
your family, 
like our own.

Plaza Pharmacy 
Ken’s Super fair Foods 
    6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 6 3 4 4

State Street Pharmacy  
Avera State Street Medical Square 
    6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 1 9 4 5

United Clinic Pharmacy 
Sanford Aberdeen Clinic 
    6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 4 0 0 1

VISIT US AT THESE 
HEALTH MART LOCATIONS: 

ABERDEENPHARMACY.COM/MYHEALTHMARTPHARMACY

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated 
under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.
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Brown County
Dec. 14, 2021

Meeting Minutes
DECEMBER 14, 2021 – GEN-

ERAL MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Fjeldheim at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commission 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD. Present were 
Commissioners Feickert, Sutton, 
Wiese and Gage. Commissioner 
Wiese led the Pledge of Al-
legiance.  

SWEARING IN CEREMONY: 
Mike Gage was sworn in by 
County Auditor, Cathy McNickle 
as Brown County Commissioner. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Wiese to approve the agenda. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 

COUNTY COMMISSION VICE 
CHAIR APPOINTMENT: Vice 
Chair 2021 was held by for-
mer Commissioner Kippley who 
resigned December 7, 2021.  
Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to nominate Mike 
Wiese as Vice Chair for the re-
mainder of 2021.  Nominations 
ceased and a unanimous ballot 
was cast to elect Commissioner 
Mike Wiese as Brown County 
Commission Vice Chair for the 
reminder or 2021.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

FIRST READING- REZONE 
ORDINANCE 207: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Feickert 
to approve first reading of or-
dinance 207.  Applicants Paul & 
Jody Haar to the Brown County 
Board of Commissioners for the 
purpose of rezoning the follow-
ing property from Chapter 4.06 
Agriculture Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 Mini-Ag 
District (M-AG): Lot 1, “Svarstad 
Outlot 1” in the SW ¼ of Section 
8-T122N-R63W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, South Dakota 
(13756 389th Ave).  All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

FIRST READING- REZONE 
ORDINANCE 208: Moved by 
Feickert, seconded by Sutton 
to approve first reading of ordi-
nance 208.  Applicants Richard 
& Tennille Taylor to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for the purpose of rezoning the 
following property from Chapter 
4.06 Agriculture Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 
Mini-Ag District (M-AG): Lot 1, 
“Swenson Outlot 1” in the NE 
¼ of Section 12-T121N-R62W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
South Dakota. (39989 143rd St).  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.  

R F P  G R A N D S T A N D 
CONCESSIONS:Time and place, 
as advertised to open, read and 
consider sealed proposals for 
operating Concessions in the 
Grandstand during the 2022, 
2023, and 2024 Brown County 
Fair.  One proposal was received 
from The Aberdeen Hockey 
Association. Moved by Feickert 
seconded by Sutton to refer the 
proposals to Rachel Kippley, Fair 
Manager for review and recom-
mendation.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

CENTENNIAL VILLAGE: Mar-
cus Selzler with Centennial met 
to give an annual report on 
Centennial Village, 2021 Fair, 
and programs with the Dacotah 
Prairie Museum.  

MINUTES:  Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Wiese to approve 
the general meeting minutes of 
December 7, 2021. All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

CLAIMS: Moved by Feickert, 
seconded by Wiese to approve 
the following claims: Professional 
Fees: Assurance Land Surveying 
$1,342.97; CARLSEN FUNERAL 
HOME & CREMATORY $685.00; 
CGI $1,029.00; GELLHAUS & 
GELLHAUS, PC $80.00; HELMS 
& ASSOCIATES INC $2,991.85; 
HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL 
INC. $5,998.44; KUCK LAW OF-
FICE $84.40; LANGUAGE LINE 
SERVICES INC $938.72; LEXIS-
NEXIS RISK DATA MGMT INC. 
$150.00; MICROFILM IMAGING 
SYSTEMS, INC. $2,772.00; SAN-
FORD HEALTH OCCUPATIONAL 
MEDICINE ABERDEEN $640.00; 
SHI INTERNATIONAL CORP 
$24,800.00; YANKTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF OFFICE $50.00 Publish-
ing:  DAKOTA BROADCASTING, 
LLC $700.00; GROTON INDE-
PENDENT $298.27; KING MIDAS, 
INC. $90.00 Repairs & Main-
tenance: CLIMATE CONTROL 
$370.00; CRAWFORD TRUCKS 
& EQUIPMENT $5,172.05; DIE-
SEL MACHINERY $10,200.60; 
G & R CONTROLS $1,504.91; 
HASE PLUMBING & HEATING 
INC $1,837.26; KUSTOM SIG-
NALS INC $2,493.00; LAW-
SON PRODUCTS, INC $27.36; 
MUTH ELECTRIC INC $252.00; 
POMPS TIRE SERVICE, INC 

$822.48; ROLAND L. MOERKE 
$450.80; SEWER DUCK INC 
$948.50; TRANSOURCE TRUCK 
& EQUIPMENT, INC. $7,706.14; 
WALTH SAFETY SERVICE INC 
$51.45; WOODMAN REFRIGERA-
TION, INC $695.50; WRIGHT & 
SUDLOW $5,051.18 Supplies: 
ABERDEEN MEDICAL CENTER 
PHARMACY $3,512.78; AGTEG-
RA COOPERATIVE $11,118.69; 
APH STORES, INC $258.97; 
ARLIN ZOELLNER $815.00; 
BECKY BERRETH $72.35; CEN-
TURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS 
$6,999.48; CHARM-TEX $114.20; 
CRAWFORD TRUCKS & EQUIP-
MENT $2,981.85; DAKOTA OIL 
$513.45; DIESEL MACHINERY 
$820.45; DMC WEAR PARTS LLC 
$14,324.73; FARNAMS GENUINE 
PARTS INC $142.18; GOVCON-
NECTION INC $734.94; KAREN 
SWANK $26.00; KEN’S SUPER-
FAIR FOODS $367.81; KESSLERS 
$3,757.81; LAWSON PRODUCTS, 
INC $345.57; LEIDHOLDT TOOL 
SALES, LLC $18.11; Linde Gas & 
Equipment Inc. $85.03; MB LLC 
$1,385.04; MCGaugh Family Inc 
$6,323.00; MENARDS $355.12; 
MIDWEST ART CONSERVATION 
CENTER $100.00; PANTORIUM 
CLEANERS INC. $84.00; PER-
FORMANCE OIL & LUBRICANTS 
$45.98; PLUMBING & HEATING 
WHOLESALE, INC. $246.13; PRE-
CISION KIOSK TECHNOLOGIES 
$2,700.00; ROLAND L. MOERKE 
$1,887.00; RUNNINGS $685.68; 
SANDERS’S SEW-N-VAC, INC 
$979.71; SHI INTERNATIONAL 
CORP $32,043.19; TRANSOURCE 
TRUCK & EQUIPMENT, INC. 
$9,677.40; WEB WATER BOT-
TLING COMPANY $15.00 Travel 
& Conference:  MCKENZIE BIER-
MAN $180.00; RACHEL KIPPLEY 
$1,121.24; REGENCY MIDWEST 
VENTURES LIMITED PARTNER-
SHIP PROPE $1,294.84 Utilities: 
CITY OF ABERDEEN $111.51; 
CITY OF HECLA $163.63; ECON-
OMY PROPANE LLC $1,730.08; 
NORTHERN ELECTRIC COOP, 
INC $771.53; NORTHWESTERN 
ENERGY & COMMUNICATIONS 
$3,383.34; STATE OF SOUTH 
DAKOTA $143.28; TOWN OF 
FREDERICK $76.00; WEB WA-
TER DEVELOPMENT ASSOC. 
INC. $37.52 Rentals: ARAMARK 
UNIFORM & CAREER APPAREL 
GROUP, INC $607.26 Others: 
SAFE HARBOR $675.67; CEN-
TURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS 
$8,208.57 All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Sut-
ton, seconded by Wiese to ap-
prove the following HR report: 
Acknowledge resignation of 
Adelaide Mounga, Brown County 
JDC Correctional Officer, full-
time; effective December 15th, 
2021 and approve request to fill 
vacancy. Acknowledge resigna-
tion of Jennifer White Brown 
County Jail Sergeant, full-time; 
effective December 13, 2021 and 
approve request to fill vacancy. 
Acknowledge employment end 
date for Joanaciana “Jordan” 
Menaea, Brown County Jail 
Correctional Officer, full-time, 
effective December 7, 2021 and 
approve request to fill vacancy. 
Approve transfer of Anthony 
Sorensen from Brown County 
Deputy Sheriff to Brown County 
Court Security Deputy Sheriff; 
effective January 2, 2022. Ap-
prove transfer of Ryan McClain 
from Brown County Building 
Maintenance Custodian to Brown 
County Jail Administrative Assis-
tant; at 17.35 per hour; effective 
December 27, 2021. Personal 
miles driven in a county owned 
vehicle for November 2021 at 
$0.56 per mile: Kendell Titze 
102 miles @ $57.12; John Flo-
rey 108 miles @ $60.48; Dirk 
Rogers 570 miles @ $319.20; 
Mike Scott 150 miles @ $84.00 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

COUNTY HEALTH NURSE 
CONTRACT – 202:2 Moved by 
Feickert, seconded by Wiese to 
approve, and authorize chair 
sign an agreement with the SD 
Department of Health for public 
health services in Brown County, 
SD in the amount of $20,088.00.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGREE-
MENT – TOWN OF FREDERICK:  
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Wiese to approve, and authorize 
chair sign an agreement with 
the Town of Frederick to provide 
general law enforcement ser-
vices to the town in the amount 
of $12,500.

BOARD APPOINTMENTS- 
COMMISSIONER GAGE: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Feickert 
to appoint Commissioner Gage to 
the Brown County Planning and 
Zoning Board for the remainder 
of 2021.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Wiese 
to go into executive session to 
discuss personnel and legal per 
SDCL 1-25-2(1,3).  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 

carried.  The chair declared the 
executive session closed with no 
action taken.   

ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by 
Wiese, seconded by Sutton 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 10.17 a.m.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

Cathy McNickle, Brown County 
Auditor Published once at the 
total approximate cost of $85.22. 
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Brown County
Vacating

Service Road
NOTICE OF HEARING RE-

GARDING A PETITION TO VA-
CATE SERVICE ROAD RIGHT-
OF-WAY. 

A public hearing will be held 
by the Brown County Com-
mission on the 28th day of 
December 2021, at 8:48 a.m. 
in the Commissioners’ Cham-
bers, Courthouse Annex, Brown 
County, South Dakota, on the 
petition to vacate service road 
right-of-way filed by Linda Ford-
ham, Darin Duvall, Michael Rohl, 
Christopher Galvin, Lee Goetz 
and Brown County Highway 
Department for the vacation of 
the service road right-of-way 
described as follows: 50ft x 
1,098ft Service Road Right of 
Way bordered on the North by 
129th St and on the South by 
Lots 14, 15, and 16 of the Replat 
of Lots 6, 7, and 8 in Block 1 of 
Gederos Subdivision and Lot 1 of 
Goetz Consolidation Subdivision 
in Gederos Subdivision in the NW 
¼ of Section 35, Township 124N, 
Range 64 W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, South Dakota. 
The public is invited to attend 
the hearing on the petition to 
vacate the service road right-of-
way and to present comments 
and testimony regarding said 
petition.  At the conclusion of the 
hearing, the Board of Commis-
sion may approve a resolution 
granting the petition to vacate 
the service road right-of-way. 
Dated this 9th day of December, 
2021. ATTEST:  Cathy McNickle, 
Brown County Auditor

(1215.1222)
Published twice at the total ap-

proximate cost of $28.80.20696

Frederick Town
Dec. 8, 2021

Meeting Minutes
Town of Frederick
December 8, 2021 Minutes
Frederick’s town board meet-

ing was held Wednesday, De-
cember 8, 2021 in the Frederick 
Community Center beginning 
at 7 PM. Attending the meeting 
were Chairman Scott Campbell, 
Board members Jeff Kosters and 
Troy Millard, Finance Officer and 
Assistant Finance Officer Diane 
Bruns and Mariah Heine, and 
Utility Manager Rich Bakeberg. 

Chairman Campbell opened 
the meeting and led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

The minutes of the Novem-
ber meetings were read and 
approved with a motion by 
Millard/Kosters; motion carried. 
The financial statements were 
reviewed and accepted with a 
motion by Kosters/Millard; mo-
tion carried.  The December 

accounts payable were approved 
including the additional interim 
financing interest due to First 
National Bank of Frederick with 
a motion by Millard/Kosters; mo-
tion carried.  

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
MDU electric BP/Wtr/Mun 

Bldg/SP/Sts/Swr/EBL $996.71;  
USPS stamps Grbg/Swr/Wtr 
$174; Ashley Gunther wage EBL 
$44.10; Badger Meter meter fees 
Wtr $116.59; Black Mountain an-
nual fees Grbg/Swr/Wtr $1,754; 
Bower Tree Service tree removal 
SP $2,250; Century Bus Products 
lease & copies Gen’l $85.46; 
Craig Martin blade work Sts 
$267.75; D. Bruns CC $134.83; 
D. Bruns wage FO $1,337.60; 
Dependable Sanitation Grbg 
$1,564; EFPTS taxes Gen’l/FO/
CC/EBL/Sts/Wtr/Swr $780.68; 
First Nat’l Bank security box 
Gen’l $8; USDA-RD loan Swr 
$3,763; FDC Econ Dev $1,200; 
FU Oil propane EBL $502.87; 
GDI minutes Gen’l $27.62; JHC 
Service plow repair Sts $743.21; 
J. Kosters wage Gen’l $46.17; 
JVT phone/svc FO/EBL/Wtr/
Gen’l $346.58; M. Cox wage 
EBL $551.11; M. Heine wage FO 
$964.67; Menard’s supplies Sts 
$17.04; R. Bakeberg wage St/
Wtr/Swr  $265.50;  R. Bakeberg 
Veh. Allow St/Wtr/Swr $75; R.S. 
Campbell wage Gen’l $69.26; 
SD Dept of Rev sales tax Grbg 
$67.05; SD Gov’t FO Assoc dues 
FO $70; SDML membership 
Gen’l $386.99; SDML Worker’s 
Comp fees Gen’l $617; T. Millard 
wage Gen’l $46.17; USDA-RD 
loan Wtr $475; WEB Water Wtr 
$3,561.98; Visa frame Gen’l 
$110.23 

OLD BUSINESS
Rich Bakeberg provided a 

utility report. The Emma Burn-
ham Library has an open house 
Friday, December 10 from 1:30-
5:00 PM.  The First National Bank 
of Frederick is also holding an 
open house on Friday, December 
17 and celebrating the retire-
ment of Karen Brotzel for her 34 
years of service.

NEW BUSINESS
Badger Meter’s water meters 

will need new software. Motion 
to accept the bid from Badger 
Meter for new remote readers for 
129 water meters in the amount 
of $8,062.50 made by Millard/
Campbell; motion carried.  The 
first reading of the Supplemental 
Appropriations Ordinance No. 
221 was approved with a motion 
by Millard/Kosters, ayes by all; 
motion carried. The second read-
ing will be Monday, December 20 
at noon. Motion to enter execu-
tive session to discuss salaries 
made at 7:26 PM by Kosters/
Millard; motion carried. The 
board declared ending executive 
session at 7:52 PM. The changes 
to salaries will be as follows: Util-
ity manager wage will increase 
to $16/hr. Community Center 
wage will increase to $11.50/hr. 
Assistant Finance Officer wage 
will increase to $1,250/mo. 
Librarian wage will increase to 
$12/hr. Assistant Librarian wage 
will increase to $10/hr. Motion 
to approve changes in salaries 
made by Kosters/Millard; motion 
carried. 

Motion to adjourn made by 
Kosters/Campbell at 8:08 PM; 
motion carried.

M. Heine
Assistant Finance Officer
Published twice at the total ap-

proximate cost of $36.44.20711



Groton Area Senior Citizens
The Groton Senior Citizens met on December 13 for their pot luck Christmas dinner. Twenty 

members were present. Bingo was played after dinner. Dick Donovan won black out, cards 
were  played after bingo. They surprised me with a birthday party and celebrating the service 
of secretary for 33 years or more. The birthday table was decorated with Christmas decora-
tions, balloons, cards, gift and a birthday cake. Ruby Larson came to help celebrate. I was 
presented with a beautiful corsage that was the highlight of my day.

A Big thank you to all who helped me celebrate my 98 birthday. Door prizes went to Marilyn 
Thorson, Sarge Likness and Tony Goldade.

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING!  

Become a Medical Office Professional online at 
CTI!  Get Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months!  Call 877-891-0187.  (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) The Mission, Program Information 
and Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.edu/
consumer-information. 

EMPLOYMENT
THE CITY OF MCLAUGHLIN is accepting 

applications for Assistant Finance officer. The 
Assistant Finance officer will assist the City 
Finance officer with the operation of all the du-
ties of the office applicant should have knowl-
edge of the operation of office equipment and 
accounting principles, High School diploma or 
GED is required with some additional educa-
tion and or experience. Contact the City of 
McLaughlin at 605-823-4428 for an application 
or email at mclughsd@heartlandpower.org-------------------------------------------------

CITY OF MCLAUGHLIN is accepting ap-
plications for Utility Manager; duties include 
administering all phases of public works for 
the city utilities including electric, water, sewer, 
garbage, streets, airport and parks. Duties 
involve organizing, assigning, and reviewing 
the operation and maintenance of all the utili-
ties including office and administrative details 
and supervision of employees. For more 
information and an application contact the 
City of Mclaughlin at 605-823-4428 or email 
mclughsd@heartlandpower.org-------------------------------------------------

FINANCE OFFICER/CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
https://www.city.grotonsd.gov/jobs.html Excel-
lent benefits, annual salary $42,000-$60,000 
DOE. Cover letter and resume can be sent to 
PO Box 587, Groton SD 57445

HUNTING
GUARANTEED BUFFALO AND ELK HUNTS 

in the Black Hills. Elk hunts: cows $2300, bulls 
starting at $2900. Buffalo hunts: cows $2100, 
bulls starting at $3100. 605-391-4646. nvrbuf-
falo@gmail.com

MISCELLANEOUS
USE SEAL N HEAL(r) to seal wounds on dogs 

& cats with a bitter taste to prevent gnawing, 
allow healing. At Tractor Supply(r) (www.flea-
beacon.com)-------------------------------------------------

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 855-577-0313-------------------------------------------------

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery.  Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 888-820-2384.

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! 
(25 words for $150. Each additional word $5.) 
Statewide Full Digital Ad is $300 for 1 week. 
Call the Groton Independent at 397-7460 for 
details.

Classifieds and Card of Thanks
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

Volleyball Team
Front L-R: Allyssa Locke, Elizabeth Fliehs, Laila Roberts, Carly Guthmiller, Alyssa Thaler 
Middle L-R: Trista Keith, Marlee Tollifson, Anna Fjeldheim, Emma Schinkel, Aspen Johnson, 

Lydia Meier, Ashlyn Sperry 
Back L-R: Chelsea Hanson, Kyleigh Englund, Madeline Fliehs, Megan Fliehs, Maddie Bjerke, 

Kelsie Frost, Hollie Frost, Sydney Leicht 
(Courtesy Photo)

Sombke re-elected South Dakota 
Farmers Union president

HURON, S.D. - True to South Dakota Farmers Union 
grassroots philosophy, as an organization focused on 
family farmers and ranchers, leaders of South Dakota 
Farmers Union (SDFU) are family farmers and ranchers.

During the 2021 State Convention held Dec. 16 and 17 
in Huron, an election was held and members re-elected 
Conde farmer, Doug Sombke to serve as President; Lake 
Preston farmer, Wayne Soren to serve as Vice President; 
Wessington Springs farmer/rancher Scott Kolousek to 
serve as District 2 Director; Reliance rancher, David Reis 
to serve as District 4 Director and Parade rancher, Oren 
Lesmeister to serve as District 6 Director.

“I am honored to serve the family farmers and ranchers 
who make up this organization,” Sombke said.

Read on to learn more about the leaders recently 
elected and the reasons they serve South Dakota family 
farmers and ranchers.

Doug Sombke, Conde farmer and SDFU President
Q: What motivates you as you begin another term of 

service to SDFU members? 

A: There is work yet to be done. I am honored to work 
for our state’s family farmers and ranchers.

Even though our organization has made great strides on issues like E30, and we believe 
we are close to a return of MCOOL because policymakers are beginning to agree that we 
need to hold packers accountable, now is not the time to relax.

We need to remain diligent and focused.

As a family farmer, I see my sons struggling with some of the same challenges I faced 
when I was a young farmer starting out. Like many of you, our family needs to have off-
farm income to make it.

Although some of the struggles today’s young farmers and ranchers face are the same 
ones those of us who got our start in the ’80s experienced, the political climate within South 
Dakota has changed. Today, there are fewer farmer/rancher legislators. This underscores 
the need for our organization to provide education and serve as a resource to leaders in 
Pierre and D.C.

It takes time to build relationships and trust. During the years I have served, I have worked 
hard to do this. I will continue to work hard every day for South Dakota’s family farmers and 
ranchers and the policy Farmers Union members put in place.

Doug Sombke, Conde farmer 
was re-elected to serve as 
SDFU President during the 
2021 South Dakota Farmers 
Union Convention held in Hu-
ron Dec. 16-17.
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The family of 
Vera (Darling) Osness
request a card shower in 

honor of her 
80th birthday 

Thursday, Dec. 30th 

Cards may be sent to 
Vera Osness

721 S. Ohio Ave - Apt #2
Platte, SD 57369

Vera Osness Card Shower

Santa (Lane Krueger) and an elf (Christian Ehresmann) 
did a little dancing as dress-up theme for the night was 
Christmas. (Photo by Deb Gengerke)
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Experts: Noem’s child care funding needed, but far 
from a solution to daycare crisis

Bart Pfankuch
South Dakota News Watch

Gov. Kristi Noem wants to spend $100 mil-
lion to boost child care offerings across the 
state, but experts say it will take more than a 
one-time government investment to expand 
access to quality daycare for working parents 
in South Dakota.

South Dakota is facing a child care crisis in 
which working parents have few options for 
placing their children during the workday. At 
the same time, child care has become increas-
ingly expensive and is out of reach for some 
parents.

The lack of reliable child care is forcing some 
parents to leave the workforce, exacerbating 
a worker shortage in the state and poten-
tially slowing economic development and job 
growth.

Noem’s budget proposal, which would re-
quire legislative approval, includes $100 mil-
lion in one-time federal funds to encourage 
employers to open daycare centers for their 
employees and for scholarships to help stu-
dents train in child care fields. Department of 
Social Services Secretary Laurie Gill said $60 

gle parents, among others.
Merkouris said South Dakota elected of-

ficials must accept that government pro-
grams play a critical role in providing child 
care to low- to moderate-income families 
and likely will need to be expanded to end 
the crisis. Merkouris said that failing to pro-
vide good-quality child care can make chil-
dren less prepared for kindergarten, which 
can slow their entire educational progress 
into adulthood.

“The reality is that the public is already 
involved in this space in South Dakota,” 
he said. “There is a financial outcome if 
government is not involved … sometimes 
fiscal responsibility actually is providing a 
program that allows that child to become a 
contributor in the years ahead, rather than 
paying for that on the back end.”

Pigeon Big Crow, who runs the child care 
program for the Oglala Sioux Tribe on Pine 
Ridge, said reservation communities are 
continually seeking ways to expand access 
to child care and improve the quality of early 
education for children.

Big Crow said tribal governments continue 
to have a great need for federal child care 
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ABOUT
BART PFANKUCH

Bart Pfankuch, Rapid City, 
S.D., is the content direc-
tor for South Dakota News 
Watch. A Wisconsin native, 

he is a former editor of the Rapid City 
Journal and also worked at newspapers in 
Florida. Bart has spent more than 30 years 
as a reporter, editor and writing coach.

million of the governor’s proposed funding would initially go toward 
“stabilization grants” to aid existing daycare providers when they apply 
for state registration.

Rebecca Wimmer, formerly CEO of the Boys & Girls Club of the Sioux 
Empire, said daycare providers are grateful for the governor’s spend-
ing proposal, but said fixing the broken child care system in the long 
term will require financial support as well as creative thinking and new 
partnerships among government, community groups, employers and 
daycare providers.

“Some of that one-time funding can help stabilize things in the short 
term, but if we’re looking long term, though, we’re going to need 
something that is a little more robust,” Wimmer said. “It’s not going 
to get fixed overnight, but that one-time funding can help prop things 
up while we really focus on what those long-term solutions will be.”

Wimmer, who will soon take a child development position within the 
Sioux Falls school system,  spoke as part of an online panel discus-
sion hosted by South Dakota News Watch on Dec. 16 in which four 
daycare experts from around the state examined the child care crisis 
and offered potential solutions.

Overall in South Dakota, there are about 73,000 children under age 
six, but only an estimated 34,500 child care slots, according to a recent 
analysis by South Dakota Kids Count, a nonprofit data research group.

The child care shortage is particularly challenging for families in 
South Dakota, where almost 75% of children under age six have both 
parents working. The reduced daycare access and increasing prices 
come as the state is facing a workforce shortage, both inside the child 
care industry and among many other employers.

The lack of access to affordable, high-quality child care could stymie 
future economic growth, said Rich Merkouris, pastor of King of Glory 
Church, who sits on two Sioux Falls organizations that seek to improve 
child welfare.

“If our workforce shrinks, the new businesses that are coming to 
South Dakota are going to have to relocate somewhere else,” Merk-
ouris said. “If we want to provide an environment for businesses to 
flourish, we’re going to have to provide good, affordable, safe and 
education-based child care.”

Merkouris suggested that employers, most who have resisted open-
ing internal child care centers for employees, should try to find ways 
to create a child care benefit similar to health or dental insurance for 
workers.

“Employers at the end of the day are going to get creative in do-
ing what they have to do to recruit talent,” he said. “They’re going 

to have to find some 
unique ways to poten-
tially provide a child 
care benefit.”

Merkouris also sug-
gested that the state 
may want to revise 
some elements of the 
ongoing child care as-
sistance program in 
order to provide more 
daycare access for sin-

assistance and funding of daycare programs, but said future child care 
expansion would benefit from private investment on reservations as 
well. Right now, however, a lack of available buildings is deterring such 
investment, she said.

“Someone would have to have the capital to come in and construct 
here, because right now there’s not enough facilities in this area,” 
she said. “I’m sure a lot of our rural areas in our state might have the 
same issue.”

Big Crow said tribal communities rely heavily on in-home providers of 
daycare, and suggested that improved financial and logistical support 
could encourage more at-home providers to open.

The governor’s proposal to encourage more students to consider 
child care as a career choice is a long shot right now, with daycare 
workers underpaid compared with employees in much easier jobs 
in the workforce, said Rachel Talich, an in-home daycare provider in 
Murdo.

“If you spend a year or two in college to get paid $12 or $13 an 
hour, I don’t know if there’s a huge benefit to that,” Talich said. “At 
what point do you say, ‘I’m not going to be able to make ends meet 
by doing this as a job.’”

Financial support from government or industry will also be needed 
to encourage development of new daycare options in small towns or 
rural communities, Talich said. When she considered opening a child 
care center in Murdo, Talich said the only building available would have 
cost $200,000 to buy and renovate. Talich also said one-time funding 
may help the industry now but is unlikely to improve daycare access 
in the long run.

“If we shove a bunch of money at something, does it serve us long 
term?” she said. “It fixes the problem now but what do you do in 10 
years and the center can’t stay open because they don’t have the 
funds? That’s a discussion that also needs to be had.”

Talich also said that the paperwork involved in running a state-
licensed child care operation is unwieldy and that the approval and 
inspection process could be streamlined.

Merkouris added that the state should take steps to encourage 
development of more in-home daycare providers that are often less 
expensive than center-based care.

“We need to make sure we’re providing regulation and functional 
government oversight that works for both settings,” he said.

Wimmer suggested that the K-12 public school system could also 
play a larger role in finding creative ways to expand after-school child 
care offerings for working parents. She said a major goal is to make 
child care accessible to families of all income levels, not just those 
who can afford center-based care at market rates.

Ultimately, Wimmer said, to improve access to affordable, high-
quality child care, South Dakota needs input from all facets of the child 
care system, including parents, providers, employers and government.

“Dreaming together as a community on how we can make things 
better is the first step to finding a solution,” she said.

A tape of the panel discussion, part of the ongoing “South Dakota 
Matters” series of statewide polls and panel discussions hosted by 
News Watch, is available for viewing on the News Watch Facebook 
page.

Rebecca Wimmer, former CEO of the 
Boys & Girls Club of the Sioux Empire, 
and now heading to a position with the 
Sioux Falls School District, said South 
Dakota needs a multi-faceted, partner-
ship-based approach to solving the state 
child care crisis. Photo: YouTube
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     What might Santa 
tuck into a stocking to 
be found on Christmas 
morning? Can you find 
and circle the surprises
listed in the stocking?

Merry Christmas
to you and your
family!

1. one family is putting up its Christmas
     _____ and decorating it.
2. when Mary and Joseph could 
    not find a room in Bethlehem, 
    an innkeeper offered his _____.
3. lighted _____ are in our windows.
4. children hang their _____.
5. families attend church _____.
6. kids remember to leave 
    cookies and milk for Santa Claus 
    and_____ for his reindeer.
7. a family's favorite Christmas _____ 
    is being read aloud.
8. in one story, animals can talk at 
    midnight;  they are given the gift 
    of _____ for one special night.
9. friends and families join together 
    to stroll the block and sing Christmas _____.
10. Santa Claus is busy delivering _____!

The Night Before Christmas!

It's Christmas Eve and... 
         

K J U Y G C G H C K L
O A S N I O C S I T I
K S K I O P A G S Y R
H E H D P C N S P G S
B M K U H S D C E G K P O         
N A J T V I Y G T A O X R E B S T U N
I G K M F D C K T C O A P I K M N B P
      B H T A B E L B B U B S V U T E
          C N H S I U Y Z A L P O U N
          A E G T E S A Z D I P I Y S
          P S O C K S G L N C O T E D
          M Y G H N B S E G N A R O M
          O M I T T E N S C E P K I Y
          C V U Y R E S A Q P K M J H S
          B I C A R D S K J M Y T R E R

Z z z z z...

     The night before Christmas is an evening filled with wonder and surprises. 
Each family has its own way of celebrating as they wait for Christmas morning to 
arrive: trimming a tree, joining in Christmas caroling or sharing hot chocolate and 
Christmas cookies. A fun custom is the hanging of stockings by the fireplace in 
     hopes of finding small candies and treasures in them on Christmas morning!  
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     Find and 
circle at 
least 25 
nouns that 
are plurals –
meaning
“more than
one.” (Hint: 
they end with 
the letter 's'.)

R = Red
O = Orange
G = Green

Treats for the Reindeer 
   Pulling the Sleigh!
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     Gosh! We do all the work pulling the sleigh on Christmas Eve and Santa gets 
the cookies and milk left out by children everywhere. Maybe some thoughtful 
children would leave us a little bit of sugar as a treat! Oh, we like these too:

  To see what
treats the
reindeer want,
color in the
puzzle using
the color key
below:

bubble bath
candy canes

Shining Brightly on Christmas Eve!
     In the Christmas story this appeared and 
shone brightly in the sky. It guided the 
Three Kings to the place where the Christ child 
was born. It is a symbol of hope and joy.
Follow the dots to see what it is:

What's happening 
below? Ohhhhh...
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

Last year we heard hooves pawing... ...and Santa's sleigh jingling on the roof!
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Dear EarthTalk: Is Amazon.com an environmental hero or villain?		
-- J. West, Orange, CA

Not surprisingly, Amazon.com’s environmental performance is a mixed bag. One charge often 
levied by critics is that Amazon’s low pricing and expedited shipping encourages customers to 
spend more on more unnecessary stuff, further exacerbating our already rampant consum-
erism. Likewise, critics charge that the company’s “Prime” service encourages customers to 
order single items that must be rush-shipped to them instead of combining multiple orders 
in bigger boxes, which would be more energy efficient. 

Others criticize Amazon for introducing huge commercial operations into hundreds of other-
wise residential and predominantly minority communities across the country. An analysis by 
Consumer Reports found that 69 percent of Amazon warehouses have more people of color 
living within a one-mile radius than the median neighborhood in their metro areas. Residents 
complain of increased air pollution from the preponderance of trucks and vans going to and fro, more dangerous walking and biking condi-
tions for neighborhood kids, traffic congestions and significant upticks in noise.

In 2019 the company’s carbon emissions were in the spotlight when hundreds of employees (“Amazon Employees for Climate Justice”) called 
on corporate leadership to commit to net-zero pollution by 2030. For its part, Amazon reports it is moving quickly toward net zero carbon 
emissions. It won’t practically be able to get there until 2040, but the company is aiming to run on 100 percent renewable energy by 2030. 

Other green initiatives from the e-tailing juggernaut include a $100 million investment in nature-based climate solutions like reforestation 
projects, a recent purchase of 100,000 fully electric delivery vehicles, and collaborations with manufacturers to improve and reduce packag-
ing that has led to a 27 percent reduction in packaging weight and the elimination of 810,000 tons of packaging material since 2008. 

Another area where the company garners green kudos is its leadership in cloud computing. Amazon’s servers no doubt use a lot of elec-
tricity (much of which is derived from renewables nowadays), research suggests that companies who move their server infrastructure to 
cloud-based services—like industry leading Amazon Web Services—could save 87 percent on energy. The upshot is that as more and more 
companies ditch their own servers, energy consumption and carbon emissions can decline rapidly.

And let’s not forget Amazon.com founder and former CEO Jeff Bezos’ $10 billion pledge to fund global warming resilience and mitigation 
efforts around the world over the next 10 years. So far, the so-called Bezos Earth Fund, while not officially tied to Amazon.com but built on 
Bezos’ wealth stream from the company, has donated some $947 million to various programs, organizations and research efforts working 
on climate and environmental justice issues—and the philanthropic giving has just started.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@
earthtalk.org.

Food 
Intolerance 
or Allergy… 

Which Is 
It?

Food intolerance 
and food allergy are 
common these days. 
When I was a kid, no one asked about nut allergies or gluten sensitivi-
ties when inviting you to a birthday party. You could bring homemade 
snacks to school. Peanuts were served to everyone on airplanes. Today, 
we are constantly reminded to be aware and take precautions to help 
prevent exposure for those who are intolerant or allergic.  

Understanding the difference between allergy and intolerance is 
important. Allergies can result in life threatening reactions, whereas 
food intolerances are not life threatening but can be very problematic. 
Food allergies and intolerance have many overlapping symptoms mak-
ing diagnosis difficult.  

Food intolerance is very common and is estimated to affect 20 per-
cent of the world’s population. Food intolerance occurs when the body 
has a chemical reaction to eating a particular food or drink. Most food 
intolerance reactions involve the digestive system, skin, and respira-
tory system. Many of us have mild intolerance, say to diary, but other 
common triggers are gluten, caffeine, and eggs. 

Food allergies can be more serious and result from an inappropriate 
immune system response. Nuts, for example, are harmless yet the 
immune system can identify them as toxic. Even a small exposure can 
lead to a life-threatening reaction known as anaphylaxis.  

Thankfully, we have new approaches to manage food allergy. Today, 
we better understand how exposure to a broad variety of food in in-
fancy can reduce risk of developing allergy as we age. Another option 
available is immune therapy for peanut allergy. 

On the other hand, managing food intolerance requires an under-
standing of what food or ingredient triggers symptoms, then we focus 
on avoidance. We do not have immune therapy for food intolerance.   

Both food intolerances and allergies are becoming more prevalent. 
For example, between 2007 and 2016 there was a 377 percent increase 
in treatment of diagnosed anaphylactic reactions to food. Why are more 
people having challenges with food? It is not clear. Maybe it is our 
environment, our diet, or both. No specific cause has been identified. 

Our world has changed and our treatments for food allergies and 
food intolerance have changed as well. It seems we will continue to 
have special dietary requests for a long time to come, so getting the 
right diagnosis is our most important first step.  

Jennifer May, M.D. practices rheumatology in Rapid City, South Da-
kota. She is a contributing Prairie Doc® columnist and guest host this 
week on the Prairie Doc® television show. For free and easy access 
to the entire Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow 
Prairie Doc® on Facebook featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a 
medical Q&A show streaming on Facebook and broadcast on SDPB 
most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.   

Jennifer May, M.D.

Despite efforts by Amazon.com to 
achieve net zero emissions, environmen-
talists still have plenty of beefs with the 
e-tailing juggernaut. Credit: Soumit, FlickrCC.


