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Stange, 97, has served as Senior 
Citizens secretary for 33 years

by Dorene Nelson
Elda Stange, a Groton area life-time resident, will be 98 years 

YOUNG on December 14th. This sweet lady with a wonderful 
smile and great disposition would love to receive greetings and 
birthday wishes on this amazing day. Elda’s address is PO Box 
305, Groton, SD 57445.

Elda, the youngest of nine children, was born and raised on 
her parents’ farm, John and Emilie Stange, located southwest 
of Groton. She attended grade school at West Hanson Country 
School and was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, West 
Hanson township.

Elda was a much-loved Sunday School teacher in this small 
country church. She was so sweet, kind, and sincere about her 
love for her Lord that her students listened attentively and never 
misbehaved!

She was also hired as a nanny for new mothers in the area. 
Dorene Sager Nelson was one of those newborns a long time ago!

Following her father’s death, Elda and her mother lived with Ed 
and Leona Siek, one of Elda’s older sisters, on the Siek farm. In 

1960 when Leona’s husband passed away, the two sisters moved into Groton and shared the 
house where Elda still lives today. 

Elda receives help from her neighbors since she is now living alone. Bill McKiver does snow 
removal for her, and Duane Fliehs mows her lawn. Jodi Bull helps her with other tasks around 
the house and yard. 

Her dear friend Sandy Strom goes out of her way to pick Elda up for church every Sunday. 
Sandy also helps her with some shopping, fixes her hair, and takes her to doctor appointments.

Eunice McColister provides rides for Elda in order for her to attend other church meetings 
and events. Elda is grateful for all of the help she receives and wants to thank all of her won-
derful neighbors and friends who take such good care of her!

Elda is a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Groton as well as being active in the 
LWML (ladies’ aid) and the quilters. Even though she is 98, Elda still takes her turn serving 
at LWML. In addition to her delicious desserts, she also is handy with the needle on quilting 
days and keeps busy crocheting and doing other craft projects.

During the COVID pandemic, the quilters at St. John’s couldn’t meet together, so Elda worked 
at home, making quilt top after quilt top, about 35 altogether, for when the group could get 
together again and assemble the quilts. 

Elda is also a member of the Groton Garden Club and of the Groton Area Senior Citizens. 
According to Ruby Donovan, Elda has been the secretary for the Senior Citizens for the past 
thirty-three years! That must be some kind of a record!

Elda Stange

Groton Legion Post has 
annual fundraiser

The Groton American Legion Post 
#39 recently held its annual fundraiser. 
The event was not held last year due to 
the COVID-19 break-out, but this year, 
ticket sales went through the roof not 
in in Groton, but in other surrounding 
town fundraisers as well. Pictured in 
the top is Delbert Hinkelman who did 
the calling on the Paddle Wheel. In the 
bottom photo are Bruce Babcock and 
Robert Wegner overseeing a children’s 
game. (Photos courtesy Bruce Babcock)

Trees and more at Wage Memorial Library
City Hall is decked out with trees set up and decorated by Groton businesses 

and organizations. One of them is the Groton OST tree in the top left photo. Kim 
Weber is putting the finishing touches on “The Grench” tree. On the right is April 
Abeln putting up a Dr. Seuss wall cling. (Photos by Paul Kosel)

Northeast Conference All-
Conference Volleyball Team
Two Groton Area players were named to the 

Northeast Conference All-Conference Team. 
They are Madeline Fliehs and Sydney Leicht.

Others named to the team are Ella Hanson and Olivia 
Hanson from Aberdeen Roncalli, Jenna Werner from 
Britton-Hecla, Hallie Schulte and Rachel Schulte from 
Milbank, Hailey Nelson from Sisseton, Gerica Redday 
from Tiospa Zina, Haley Winter from Deuel, Morgan 
Jager from Webster, Ally Abraham, Grace Iverson and 
Kami Wadsworth from Hamlin, and Gracie Fast, Cam-
ryn Rohlfs and Katie Rozell from Redfield. No one was 
named on the team from Clark/Willow Lake.



605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Frederick Area School District
Statement of Cash Receipts, Cash Disbursements, Cash Balances and Payroll

Ending Sept. 30, 2021 ...........................General Capital Special Food Drivers Governmental  Custodial Ovid Stevens Fidicuary
 ............................................................... Fund Outlay Education Service Ed Fund & Enterprise Fund Scholarship Funds Account
 ....................................................................... Fund Fund Fund  Fund Act. Totals  Fund Totals
Beginning checking Balance ............$333,049.71  $114,748.93  $172,321.45  $9,736.95  $875.62  $630,732.66  $2,188.71  $0.85  $5,344.41 
Receipts:..........................................................                  
    Local Sources .............................. $16,658.57  $28,500.00    $1,471.30      $9,156.03     
    County Sources ............................................                 
    State Sources ...................................$752.80    $54.00              
    Federal Sources ............................................                  
    Interest .............................................$21.92            $0.25     
Total Receipts ...................................$17,433.29  $28,500.00  $54.00  $1,471.30  $0.00  $0.00  $9,156.28  $0.00  $0.00 
Disbursements .................................................                  
     Bills ............................................$37,113.77  $34,359.57  $8,937.21  $6,820.11      $6,354.92     
     Payroll ..................................... $129,356.30    $20,137.92  $4,740.29            
Total Disbursements ...................... $166,470.07  $34,359.57  $29,075.13  $11,560.40  $0.00  $241,465.17   $6,354.92  $0.00  $6,354.92 
Total checking balance ................... $184,012.93  $108,889.36  $143,300.32  ($352.15) $875.62  $436,726.08   $4,990.07  $0.85  $4,990.92 
Beginning investment balance ........ $518,691.31  $1,933,634.20  $1,446,175.05      $3,898,500.56    $27,440.02  $27,440.02 
     Interest ....................................... $2,297.96                  
Total investment balance ................ $520,989.27  $1,933,634.20  $1,446,175.05      $3,900,798.52    $27,440.02  $27,440.02 
Ending Fund Balance ..................... $705,002.20  $2,042,523.56  $1,589,475.37  ($352.15) $875.62  $4,337,524.60   $4,990.07  $27,440.87  $32,430.94 

Frederick School
Oct. 11, 2021

Meeting Minutes
UNOFFICIAL BOARD PRO-

CEEDINGS
FREDERICK AREA SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #6-2
OCTOBER 11, 2021
The meeting was called to or-

der on October 11, 2021, at 7:00 
p.m. by President Rich Schlosser.  
Members present were Richard 
Achen, Jon Ellwein, Eric Sump-
tion and Alex Hart.  Others pres-
ent were Superintendent/9-12 
Principal/Athletic Director Jeff 
Kosters and Business Manager 
Janel Hettich.  

The meeting began with all 
present reciting the Pledge of Al-
legiance.  Members of the public 
are allowed three minutes to 
address the board on any topic 
of their choice.  With no public 
members wishing to speak, the 
board moved on with their re-
maining agenda items.

Action 22-037 Motion by 
Achen, second by Ellwein to ap-
prove the agenda as presented.  
All aye, carried.

Action 22-038 Motion by 
Sumption, second by Hart to 
approve consent agenda which 
included the following items as 
presented:  minutes of meet-
ing held September 13, 2021; 
September 2021 financial report, 
district bills and September 2021 

payroll.  All aye, carried.
Claims approved:  September 

2021 Payroll – General Fund 
salaries 75,688.72; Special 
Education salaries 13,130.87; 
Food Service salaries 2,944.37. 
EFTPS, federal income tax/Social 
Security/Medicare 24,673.23; 
AFLAC, supplemental insurance 
1,105.29; American Funds, re-
tirement 1,460.26; Delta Den-
tal, insurance 1,768.08; The 
Standard, life insurance 275.11; 
Security Benefits, retirement 
1,235.26; Optilegra, vision insur-
ance 391.38; Wellmark, health 
insurance 17,029.84; SD Retire-
ment 14,066.84; SD Retirement 
Supplemental, 465.26.  General 
Fund:  2080 Media Inc, Pixel-
lot software license 4,000.00; 
Ace Refrigeration, LLC, repairs 
211.14; Achen, Karli, game 
worker 30.00; Agtegra Bath 
Fertilizer, fuel 4,130.21; Associ-
ated School Boards of South 
Dakota, training 175.00; Bled-
soe Chiropractic, DOT physicals 
180.00; Brick’s TV & Appliance, 
repairs 240.00; Bunke, Luke, 
game worker 125.00; Campbell, 
R Scott, game worker 30.00; 
Capital One Trade Credit/Mac’s, 
repairs 13.05; Cash-Wa Distrib-
uting Co of Fargo, LLC, FFVP/
concessions 390.19; Cash-Wa 
Distributing of Kearney Inc, food/
supplies/concessions 201.99; 
Churchill, Manolis, Freeman, 
Kludt & Burns LLP, legal fees 
150.00; Coca-Cola Bottling Com-

pany High Country, concessions 
supplies 310.32; Cole Papers 
Inc, supplies 1,060.86; Craw-
ford Trucks & Equipment Inc, 
repairs 69.59; Custodial Account-
FASD, Imprest reimbursement 
3,153.72; Daktronics, console 
carrying case 175.00; Dumire, 
James, repairs 405.00; Family, 
Career and Community Leaders 
of America, FCCLA annual dues 
391.00; Farnam’s Genuine Parts 
Inc, repairs 19.98; Foreman 
Sales & Service Inc, repairs 
608.93; GateHouse Medial South 
Dakota Holdings, Inc, publication 
34.12; GDI News, publishing 
165.03; Generation Genius, on-
line subscription 120.00; Harve’s 
Sport Shop, sports equipment 
239.54; Hoffman, Nathan, bus 
driver 101.25; James Valley 
Telecommunications, telephone 
248.06; JW Pepper & Son Inc, 
music 270.96; Kessler’s, supplies 
48.60; King, James, game worker 
155.00; Lake Region Conference, 
2021-22 dues 250.00; Merchant 
Services, online lunch payment 
fees 30.28; Mid-American Re-
search Chemical, supplies ........
 620.09; Montana-Dakota Utili-
ties Co, electric 3,137.80; Mor-
lock, Ethan, game worker 75.00; 
Myer, Beverly, game worker .....
 75.00; Pantorium Cleaners 
Inc, supplies 153.70; Pioneer 
Athletics, supplies 122.50; Pri-
mary Pond, Inc, The, supplies 
305.00; Ramkota Hotel, travel 
294.00; Ringgenberg, Jessica, 

travel/homecoming reimburse-
ment 400.38; Running Sup-
ply Inc, repairs 37.47; School 
Specialty, LLC, supplies 41.99; 
Sewer Duck Inc, rental 1,166.00; 
Staples, supplies 33.73; Sump-
tion, Chris, game worker 30.00; 
Sumption, Gary, game worker 
30.00; Sumption, Sarah, travel 
reimbursement 48.70; Super 
8 Huron, FCCLA travel 833.00; 
Taylor Music Inc, repairs/supplies 
277.80; Town of Frederick, utili-
ties 661.60; Tschosik, Paula,  ...
travel reimbursement 188.00; 
United States Postal Service, 
postage 4.45; WalMart, supplies 
26.94; Ware, Leesa, bus driver 
120.00 Total 26,416.97.  Imprest 
checks:  Beck, Bo, volleyball ref/
mileage 215.36; Dickey County 
Sheriff, background check 10.00; 
Division of Criminal Investiga-
tion, background check 86.50; 
Eureka School District, football 
jamboree 50.00; Faulkton Area 
School District, cross country 
meet entry fees 35.00; First 
National Bank, FCCLA conference 
meals 480.00; Gettysburg School 
District, football jamboree 25.00; 
Groton Area School District, 
cross country meet entry fees 
35.00; Hoven School District, 
cross country meet entry fees ..
30.00; Jundt, Rosa, volleyball 
ref/mileage 137.50; Milbank HS 
Oral Interp, oral interp entry 
fees 12.00; Rohrbach, Matt, 
football referee 125.00; SD 
FCCLA, FCCLA Fall Leadership 

Conference 1,200.00; Stein-
wandt, Josh, football referee 
125.00; Steinwandt, Tim, foot-
ball referee 125.00; Ulrich, Mark, 
football referee/mileage 212.36; 
Webster Area School District, 
cross country meet entry fees 
40.00; Weismantel, Marty, foot-
ball referee 125.00; Wenbourne, 
Kerry, volleyball ref 85.00 Total 
3,153.72.  Capital Outlay Fund:  
A&B Business Solutions, man-
aged print contract 693.96; 
American Band Accessories LLC, 
band uniforms 271.10; Ems 
Linq Inc, food service software 
483.75; Graphic Edge, LLC, The, 
JHBB jerseys/shorts 563.17; 
Johnson Controls Inc, HVAC 
controls update 27,486.78 Total 
29,498.76.  Special Education 
Fund:  Achterberg, Taylor, educa-
tion class reimbursement 30.00; 
Avera St Luke’s, therapy services 
3,029.40; Geffre, Wendy, mile-
age 126.00; Hoffman, Morgan, 
education class reimbursement 
30.00 Total 3,215.40.  Food 
Service Fund:  Amazon Capital 
Services, lanyards 25.99; Ber-
nard Food Industries Inc, food 
970.80; Cash-Wa Distributing 
Co of Fargo, LLC, food/supplies 
5,731.10; Cash-Wa Distributing 
of Kearney Inc, food 229.02; 
Child & Adult Nutrition, food 
174.41; Community Store, food 
26.94; Pantorium Cleaners Inc, 
supplies 22.96; SNA Depository, 
2022 dues 48.50 Total 7,229.72   
Custodial Fund:  BSN Sports, 

LLC, football jerseys-paid by 
players 3,064.00 Total 3,064.00.  

Mr. Kosters presented his 
Superintendent report.  No Prin-
cipal’s report.

Action 22-039 Motion by Ell-
wein, second by Hart to approve 
the updated Back to School Plan.  
All aye, carried.

Discussion was held regarding 
changing the regular monthly 
meeting time to 6:00 p.m. for the 
winter months as done in past 
years.  No action taken.

Action 22-040 Motion by Hart, 
second by Achen to approve 
the Employment Agreement 
for Chandler Cox as Strength/
Conditioning Trainer at $18.00/
hour.  All aye, carried.

Action 22-041 Motion by 
Sumption, second by Ellwein 
to adopt policy KL: Complaint 
Against School Employee.  All 
aye, carried.

The school board would like to 
congratulate the Cross Country 
athletes and coaches for their 
performance at the Lake Region 
Conference meet:  Girls team – 
1st place and Boys team – 2nd 
place.  

Action 22-042 Motion by Hart, 
second by Ellwein to adjourn at 
7:24 p.m.  All aye, carried.

Rich Schlosser, President
Next regular board meeting:  

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. in the school library.

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $148.23 20643

Avantara-Groton is rapidly growing its 
team and hoping to invest in cook, 
dietary aides and Dietary Manager. Full 
and part time with after school hours 
available. Competitive wages, sign-on bo-
nus, etc. Call Shana or Sarah to discuss 
your future employment 
opportunities today! 

605-397-2365 Frederick Town
Nov. 8, 2021

Meeting Minutes
Town of Frederick
November 8, 2021 Minutes
Frederick’s town board meet-

ing was held Monday, November 
8, 2021 in the Frederick Com-
munity Center beginning at 8 
PM. Attending the meeting were 
Chairman Scott Campbell, Board 
member Troy Millard, Finance 
Officer and Assistant Finance 
Officer Diane Bruns and Mariah 
Heine, and Utility Manager Rich 
Bakeberg.  Also attending the 
meeting was Kevin Barton of 
the Frederick Area Volunteer 
Firefighters.

Chairman Campbell opened 
the meeting and led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Columbia City
Nov. 28, 2021

Special Meeting
City of Columbia Council Spe-

cial Meeting
Sunday – November 28, 2021  

11:00 a.m.
Call Meeting to Order/Roll Call
Present – Corey Mitchell, Cole 

Kampa, Trevor Meints, Ellen Harr, 
Emily Eichler, Cara Dennert

Mayor Corey Mitchell called 
the meeting to order.  

We have accepted the dona-
tion from Dean Buntrock for city 
improvements, including the 
ball park.  We need to get the 
process started for demolishing 
the existing ball park.  Items that 
will be saved will be the memo-
rial stones, scoreboard, and the 
umbrella table.  

Emily will contact Marty about 
the Twins seats.  After demolition 
is complete, the city will reseed 
the area for grass.

Cole Kampa moved to adjourn 
the meeting.  Ellen Harr sec-
onded the motion.  All were in 
favor – motion carried.

Next Meeting -  December 1,  
2021  7:00 p.m.

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $11.75. 20642

The minutes of the October 
meetings were read and ap-
proved with a motion by Mil-
lard/Campbell; motion carried. 
The financial statements were 
reviewed and accepted with a 
motion by Millard/Campbell; 
motion carried.  The November 
accounts payable were approved 
with a motion by Millard/Camp-
bell; motion carried.  

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
MDU electric BP/Wtr/Mun 

Bldg/SP/Sts/Swr/EBL $901.55; 
Badger Meter meter fees Wtr 
$116.59; Century Bus Products 
lease & copies Gen’l $94.95; 
D. Bruns CC $170.38; D. Bruns 
wage FO $1,383.77; Dependable 
Sanitation Grbg $1,673; EFPTS 
taxes Gen’l/FO/CC/EBL/Sts/Wtr/
Swr $937.98; FASD Booster Club 
cookbook Gen’l $12; USDA-RD 
loan Swr $3,763; FDC Econ 
Dev $1,200; GDI minutes Gen’l 
$81.59; J. Kosters wage Gen’l 
$92.35; JVT phone/svc FO/EBL/
Wtr/Gen’l $61.29; M. Cox wage 
EBL $609.21; M. Heine wage FO 
$1,002.85; M. Morlock mowing 
Gen’l $38.79; Menard’s sup-
plies Sts $156.98; R. Bakeberg 
wage St/Wtr/Swr  $615.37;  R. 
Bakeberg veh. Allow St/Wtr/Swr 
$75; R.S. Campbell wage Gen’l 
$115.44; SD Dept of Rev sales 
tax Grbg $71.01; SD Dept of 
Health samples Wtr $346; SD 
Magazine subscrp Gen’l $25; 
T. Millard wage Gen’l $92.35; 
USDA-RD loan Wtr $475; WEB 
Water Wtr $3,312.90 

OLD BUSINESS
Rich Bakeberg provided a util-

ity report. The bathrooms at the 
park are closed for the winter. 
Motion to approve second read-
ing of Zoning Ordinance 219 to 
account for cannabis regulations 
made by Millard/Campbell; mo-
tion carried with ayes by all.  Mo-
tion to approve second reading 
of Ordinance No.220 for medical 
cannabis regulations made by 
Campbell/Millard; motion carried 
with ayes by all. 

NEW BUSINESS
Scott Campbell was inducted 

into South Dakota Municipal 
League Hall of Fame for 35 years 
of service to the Town of Fred-

Brown County
Ord. 207

Haar Rezoning
NOTICE
Application has been made by 

Paul & Jody Haar  to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for a change of zoning.  Hearing 
to be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, South Dakota 
on December 14 at 8:46 A.M. 
for the purpose of rezoning the 
following property from Chapter 
4.06 Agriculture Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 
Mini-Ag District (M-AG):

Lot 1, “Svarstad Outlot 1” in 
the SW ¼ of Section 8-T122N-
R63W of the 5th P.M., Brown 
County, South Dakota (13756 
389th Ave)

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to pres-
ent comments and testimony 
regarding the amendment to 
Second Revision Brown County 
Ordinances pertaining to rezon-
ing the described property.  At 
the conclusion of the hearing, 
the Brown County Commission 
may adopt first reading of Ordi-
nance No. 207.

ATTEST: 
Cathy McNickle, Brown County 

Auditor
(1201.1208)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $22.92. 
20637

Lot 1, “Swenson Outlot 1” in 
the NE ¼ of Section 12-T121N-
R62W of the 5th P.M., Brown 
County, South Dakota. (39989 
143rd St)

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to present 
comments and testimony regard-
ing the amendment to Second 
Revision Brown County Ordi-
nances pertaining to rezoning 
the described property.  At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the 
Brown County Commission may 
adopt first reading of Ordinance 
No. 208.

ATTEST: 
Cathy McNickle, Brown County 

Auditor
(1201.1208)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $23.51. 
20638

Service 
Notice: Guy 

Hanlon
The funeral service 

for Guy Hanlon, 65, 
of Verdon, SD, will 
be 2:00pm, Saturday, 
December 4, 2021, at 
Spitzer-Miller Funeral 
Home. Burial will fol-
low at Sunset Memori-
al Gardens, Aberdeen. 
Guy passed away Sat-
urday, November 27, 
at Avera McKennan 
Hospital, Sioux Falls, 
SD.

Visitation will be 
3:00-7:00pm, followed 
by a prayer service at 
7:00pm, at Spitzer-
Miller Funeral Home, 
1111 South  Main 
Street, Aberdeen.

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

erick and was presented with a 
certificate for his service.

The town’s lead and copper 
samplings came back good. 

Motion to adjourn made by 
Millard/Campbell at 8:29; mo-
tion carried.

M. Heine
Assistant Finance Officer
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $27.62. 20641

Brown County
Ord. 208

Tennille Rezoning
NOTICE
Application has been made by 

Richard & Tennille Taylor to the 
Brown County Board of Commis-
sioners for a change of zoning.  
Hearing to be held in the Com-
missioner’s Chambers, Court-
house Annex, Brown County, 
South Dakota on December 14 
at 8:46 A.M. for the purpose of 
rezoning the following property 
from Chapter 4.06 Agriculture 
Preservation District (AG-P) to 
Chapter 4.07 Mini-Ag District 
(M-AG):

A 
subscription 
to the Groton 
Independent 

makes a 
great gift!



Roadside Assistance
Things seem to go in streaks. Ce-

lebrity deaths. Baseball. Here, back 
at the ranch last week, the dish-
washer died, the furnace quit, and 
my Roomba, RoboCop, threw himself 
down the stairs in a desperate plea 
for help. But how would you feel if it 
was your job to bump around in the 
night sucking up pet fur?

Well, my long lucky streak with 
tires has come to an end, too. I had 
another flat last week. I’m guessing 
it had been 25 years since I’d had 
one, but then, in October, I took a 
trip to West River country, and those 
infamous scoria roads got me the 
first day. 

When I lived in Hettinger, ND, I got 
flats regularly, especially when we lived out in the country. I 
bought a new Explorer from RZ Motors one day and had a 
flat on the way home. (Roland Zimmerman was kind enough 
to give me a new tire.) But when I replaced the tires on my 
Bronco with a lesser quality, those scoria roads and their 
sharp rocks, taught me a hard lesson. Don’t cheap out on 
tires. My God, I became NASCAR-quick from all the practice. 

The flat in October took place at sort of a think tank retreat. 
I suppose you’re wondering how I came to be invited. Me, 
too. It was about problem-solving. I may have been there 
as an example of what’s wrong with the world.

Anyway, immediately after arrival at the main cabin, I 
noticed a rear tire on my Ford truck had gone flat. As I was 
staring at it, Clay Jenkinson walked up to greet me. He’s an 
Oxford alum and noted historian who’s appeared in countless 
Ken Burns films. Clay graciously offered to help me change 
the tire.

Well, thaaat was a bit uncomfortable because earlier this 
year, I publicly excoriated Clay after his appearance on CBS 
Sunday Morning during which he kiddingly called North Da-
kota “a loser state.” But he was so nice I figured he hadn’t 
read my column. I didn’t turn my back when he had the tire 
iron in his hand, though. 

As you might imagine, after a quarter of a century in retire-
ment, I was unfamiliar with all the new places they hide jacks 
and tires these days, and the convoluted process involved 
just to lower the tire. I won’t bore you with the excruciating 
details of our feeble yet eventually-successful effort, but I will 
say if I ever meet a Ford engineer, there’s going to be a fight. 

As Clay and I were struggling with the aluminum rim that 
seemed welded tight to the hub, someone walked by and 
cracked, “How many Rhodes Scholars does it take to change 
a tire?” At that point, we weren’t even sure it was possible.

The emotional scars and feelings of inadequacy hadn’t even 
healed when last week, a couple of miles from Ashley, I got 
a flat on my Audi. If Ford’s process had been torturous, can 
you imagine what the Germans have up their sleeves? I im-
mediately tapped out. 

My chances of finding a Rhodes Scholar were zilch, so I 
called Triple J Auto, just two miles down the road, because I 
know Jesse Kaseman often works Saturdays. No answer. So, 
I hitched a ride to town and bought some Fix-A-Flat, which 
I usually keep in my car, anyway. Tire fixers hate the stuff, 
but with small holes, it works, and it’s better than changing 
a tire when it’s -30F and the wind is howling. 

While I was at Link’s Do It Best Hardware, my cell rang. It 
was Jesse. I hadn’t even left a message, but he’d seen Caller 
I.D. and guessed correctly that I could use a hand. 

Why do we live here? That’s why.
The Krautmobile’s hub gave Jesse momentary pause but 

he figured it out way faster than a Rhodes Scholar would’ve. 
The jack wasn’t up to the reputation of German engineering 
so Jesse used a floor jack that was probably made in China. 
I feel like we’re surrounded.

I used to change tires daily when I worked for the Cenex 
station back home as a teenager. That’s when everyone was 
still riding around on polyester tires which were nothing more 
than glorified balloons. Plus, there was a gravel pit nearby 
so I often had to fix split rim and solid rim tires. 

Hated it. Don’t miss it one bit. 
With my car outfitted with a new set of quality radials, I 

hope to slink back into retirement. I’m better at that, anyway.
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Weekly Vikings Roundup 
By Jack & Duane Kolsrud

Going into week 12, the Minnesota Vikings 
were tied with the San Francisco 49ers with 
5-5 records and looking at a wild card playoff 
spot. Outside of a playoff win in that amazing 
Anthony Carter game in 1987, winning in San 
Francisco has never been easy.

The Vikings looked sharp in the first half, 
with Adam Thielen scoring two touchdowns 
- one on fourth down and another on a back-
handed grab, the first time in his career where 
he scored twice in the first half. Once again, 
the defense fails to stop the opposition before 
halftime, only to give up a late touchdown 
in the first half to allow the Niners to tie the 
game at 14-14. 

Taking that momentum into the locker room, 
the Niners returned in the third quarter to 
quickly move the ball down the field, running 
the ball effectively and scoring in the first two 
minutes to take a 21-14 lead.  

On the very next play, Kirk Cousins throws 
an interception, and the Niners return it to the 
3-yard line. One play later, it was 28-14. This 
three touchdown scoring surge all happened 
within four minutes off the clock. 

The Vikings put together a nice drive to 
make it 28-20. Highlighted by a long Dalvin 
Cook run and then some uncharacteristic 
trickeration- Cousins throws a screen to Justin 

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

That’s 
Life

by Tony Bender

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Jefferson, who then throws 
across the field to Cook, who 
followed a convoy down to 
the 5-yard line. One play later, 
Alexander Mattison runs it in.  

The Vikings give up a field 
goal on the next drive. Then 
the excitement begins. Kene 
Newangu, the rookie from 
Iowa State, houses the kickoff 
from 99 yards and the Vikings 
cut the lead to 31-26.  

The Vikings stopped the Nin-
ers on their next possession. 
On the Viking’s first play, Dalvin 
Cook gets hit in the backfield, 
fumbles, and Niners recover. 
More importantly, Dalvin went 
down and had to be carted 
off the field with an apparent 
shoulder injury. The third quar-
ter ends with a Niner field goal 
and a total of 32 points scored. 
Time to catch our breath and 
see if the heart medication 
is working for another Viking 
close game. 

The fourth quarter begins 
with a long, seven-minute drive 
only to end on a fourth-down 
pass incomplete to Justin Jef-
ferson from 4-yards out. 

The Niners marched it down 
the field to get to the 2-minute 
warning, only to see Robbie 
Gould push a field goal to the 
right and give the Vikings a 
breath of hope. After moving 
the ball down past mid-field, 
Kirk Cousins misses Jefferson 
over the middle on fourth 
down and, the game is over. 
After the flurry of scoring in the 
third, there was no scoring in 
the fourth, and the game ends 
34-26. The Vikings fall to 5-6, 
while the Niners move ahead 
in the wild card race.

Takeaways from the game;
1. The Vikings gave up 

over 200 yards on the ground 
and three rushing touchdowns. 
Being without their starting 
defensive line proved costly.

2. Kirk Cousins sets a 
new Viking record with his 
25th consecutive game with a 
touchdown pass.

3. Adam Thielen ties two 
other receivers with his 10th 
touchdown of the year.

4. Injuries continue to 
mount as Anthony Barr, Dalvin 
Cook, and Christian Darrisaw 
leave the game due to injuries. 

Onto next week, and a visit 
with the Motor City Kitties (aka 
Detroit Lions). The Lions come 
into the game looking for their 
first victory, which is never a 
fun environment for a team 
like the Vikings needing to win 
at least five of their last six to 
assure themselves a playoff 
berth. 

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.605-380-1717

www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565
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- ABERDEEN NH $811.62; TRUE-
NORTH STEEL $1,739.23; WEST 
PUBLISHING CORP. $1,785.86. 
Travel & Conference:  AARON 
WALBERG $104.43; Cortney 
Paul $205.76; DALE KURTH 
$187.55; DARWIN BETTMANN 
$35.56; DAVID NORTH $210.96; 
Dwight Guthmiller $192.50; 
JAMES MEYERS $38.00; PAT-
RICK KEATTS $68.22; RYAN 
SWENSON $192.50; STAN BECK-
LER $42.77; Stephanie Mages 
$192.50; Tom Miller $192.50. 
Utilities: CITY OF ABERDEEN 
$279.80; DEPENDABLE SANI-
TATION INC $513.00; JAMES 
VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
$216.30; NORTHERN VALLEY 
COMMUNICATION $480.41; 
NORTHWESTERN ENERGY & 
COMMUNICATIONS $1,902.96; 
QWEST CORPORATION $0.36; 
VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES 
LLC $3,034.73. Rentals: SEWER 
DUCK INC $125.00; Linde Gas & 
Equipment Inc. $45.39; PANTO-
RIUM CLEANERS INC. $263.34. 
Others: SD DEPT OF REVENUE 
& REGULATIONS $798,377.00; 
WEX HEALTH INC. $3,000.00; 
BARANKO BROTHERS, INC 
$240,275.25. Roll call vote: 
Feickert-aye, Sutton-aye, Wiese-
aye, Kippley-abstain, Fjeldheim-
aye. Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Fe-
ickert, seconded by Wiese to 
approve the following HR re-
port: Acknowledge resignation 
of Shay Potter, Brown County 
Communications, full-time, ef-
fective November 25, 2021. 
Request to fill. Acknowledge 
yearly transfer of Michael Rohr-
bach from Brown County Weed 
& Pest to Brown County Highway 
effective November 14, 2021. 
Acknowledge yearly transfer of 
Gerald Lehrkamp from Brown 
County Weed and Pest to Brown 
County Highway effective No-
vember 14, 2021. Acknowledge 
resignation of Jeannette McClain, 
Brown County Auditor’s Office, 
full-time, effective December 3, 
2021. Request to fill. Approve 
amendment to 11-09-2021 HR 
Report: Hiring of Rachel Kippley 
as Brown County Fair Manager/
Fairgrounds Assistant; full-time, 
starting wage @ $65,000/year 
effective November 3, 2021. 
Approve amendment to 11-16-
2021 HR Report, added wage: 
Erin Spencer, Brown County 
Deputy Sheriff, wage @ $23.06/
hour. Roll call vote: Feickert-aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Kippley-
abstain, Fjeldheim-aye. Motion 
carried.

LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL: 
Moved by Kippley, seconded by 
Sutton to approve the following 
applications for renewal of Liquor 
Licenses to operate outside 
of the Municipality:  PACKAGE 
(OFF-SALE) LIQUOR: Stacy Gos-
sman DBA Mansfield Bar & Grill, 
(Lots 11-14, Block 4, Mansfield, 
32-121-64); Marge Frohling 
DBA The Connection (Lots 13, 
14, & 15, Block 2, Houghton, 
31-127-61);  Roderic L Hanson 
DBA Ferney Farmers Bar (Lots 
4 & 5, Block 5, Ferney, 31-122-
60);  P’ZA Inc DBA Anchors 
Away Lodge & Resort (Palmers 
Richmond Resort Subd Lt 1, 
Subd OL 1 Richmond OL 1 & 2); 
Travis Swenson DBA Elm Lake 
Resort (Lot 1 Elm Lake Subdivi-
sion in the SE ¼ of 8-128-65); 
Dustin Guthmiller DBA Bath 
Quick Stop (Lot B Weismantels 
1st Subdivision of Lot 1 ex N12’ 
Jenkins Subdivision E ½ of SE 
¼); Chantal Gortmaker DBA 
Richmond Oasis (Lot 4 Schaef-
fer Richmond Lake 2nd Add NW 
& NE 25-124-65(5AC)). RETAIL 
(ON-SALE) AND SUNDAY LI-
QUOR: Stacy Gossman DBA Fly-
ing Pig, (Lot 2 Gossman Second 
Addition, SE ¼ of Sec 15-T123N-
R65W); Roderic L Hanson DBA 
Ferney Farmers Bar (Lots 4 & 
5, Block 5, Ferney, 31-122-60); 
Moccasin Creek Country Club 
Inc (Prairiewood Village OL 7, 
33-124-63); Travis Swenson 
DBA Elm Lake Resort (Lot 1 Elm 
Lake Subdivision in the SE ¼ of 
8-128-65); Stacy Gossman DBA 
Big Fella’s (Lot 1B Gossman 1st 
Addn S ½ of 15-123-63); Tyler 
Jones DBA Tacoma Park Place 
(5 acres in NE corner of NW ¼ 
of 23-124N-62W); P’ZA Inc DBA 
Anchors Away Lodge & Resort 
(Palmers Richmond Resort Subd 
Lt 1, Subd OL 1 Richmond OL 1 
& 2); Stacy Gossman DBA Nacho 
Business (Outlot A SE 15-123-
63 Brown County, SD).  RETAIL 
(ON-OFF-SALE) WINE: ARR LCC 
DBA Flatland Flyways Lodge 
(Russo’s OL 1 NW ¼ 1-127-62). 
Moccasin Creek Country Club 
Inc (Prairiewood Village OL 7, 
33-124-63). All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 

COURT APPOINTED ATTOR-
NEY FEES AND MILEAGE: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Kippley 
to acknowledge the fee increase 
for court-appointed attorney fees 
to $101 per hour pursuant to 
UJS policy which provides that 
fees increase in an amount equal 

to any cost-of-living increase 
approved for state employees 
by the Legislature.  Mileage for 
court-appointed attorneys will be 
paid at the rate of $1 per mile.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

PLATS:
RESOLUTION 57-21
LEIKVOLD FIRST ADDITION
It was moved by Wiese and 

seconded by Feickert and motion 
carried, that the plat as shown 
hereon and as described on the 
accompanying plat of “LEIKVOLD 
FIRST ADDITION”, in the SW 
¼ of Section 26, Township 124 
North, Range 64 West of the 5th 
P.M., in Brown County, South Da-
kota, be approved and accepted 
and the County Auditor is hereby 
instructed to endorse on such 
plat a copy of this resolution and 
to certify the same. Roll call vote: 
Commissioner Feickert- aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Kippley-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  Resolution 
adopted.

PLATS: Commissioner Wiese 
offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION 58-21
GAPPA ADDITION
“Be it resolved by the Board of 

County Commissioners of Brown 
County, South Dakota, that the 
plat “GAPPA ADDITION” IN THE 
S ½ OF SECTION 24, T126N, 
R65W OF THE 5TH P.M., BROWN 
COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA,” hav-
ing been examined, is hereby 
approved in accordance with the 
provisions of SDCL 11-2-3, and 
any amendments thereof.” Sec-
onded by Commissioner Feickert. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner 
Feickert- aye, Sutton-aye, Wiese-
aye, Kippley-aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION 59-21
BERGMAN ADDITION
“Be it resolved by the Board 

of County Commissioners of 
Brown County, South Dakota, 
that the plat “BERGMAN ADDI-
TION IN THE SW ¼ OF SECTION 
11, TOWNSHIP 122 NORTH, 
RANGE 65 WEST OF THE 5TH 
P.M., BROWN COUNTY, SOUTH 
DAKOTA,” having been exam-
ined, is hereby approved in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
SDCL of 1967, Chapter 11-3 and 
any amendments thereof.” Sec-
onded by Commissioner Feickert. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner 
Feickert- aye, Sutton-aye, Wiese-
aye, Kippley-aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION 60-21
ELLEFSON-TOMEK SUBDIVI-

SION
“Be it resolved by the Board 

of County Commissioners of 
Brown County, South Dakota, 
that the plat “ELLEFSON-TOMEK 
SUBDIVISION IN THE NW ¼ OF 
SECTION 33-T124N-R64W OF 
THE 5TH P.M., BROWN COUNTY, 
SOUTH DAKOTA,” having been 
examined, is hereby approved 
in accordance with the provi-
sions of SDCL 11-3 and any 
amendments thereof.” Seconded 
by Commissioner Feickert. Roll 
call vote: Commissioner Feick-
ert- aye, Sutton-aye, Wiese-
aye, Kippley-aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION 61-21
MUNGER SECOND ADDITION
“Be it resolved by the Board of 

County Commissioners of Brown 
County, South Dakota, that the 
plat “MUNGER SECOND ADDI-
TION IN THE SE ¼ OF SECTION 
17, TOWNSHIP 121 NORTH, 
RANGE 64 WEST OF THE 5TH 
P.M., BROWN COUNTY, SOUTH 
DAKOTA,” having been exam-
ined, is hereby approved in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
SDCL of 1967, Chapter 11-3 and 
any amendments thereof.” Sec-
onded by Commissioner Feickert. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner 
Feickert- aye, Sutton-aye, Wiese-
aye, Kippley-aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION 62-21
C&B ELLWEIN ADDITION
“Be it resolved by the County 

Commission of Brown County, 
South Dakota, that the plat “C&B 
ELLWEIN ADDITION IN THE NE 
¼ OF SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 
126 NORTH, RANGE 64 WEST OF 
THE 5TH P.M., BROWN COUNTY, 
SOUTH DAKOTA,” having been 
examined, is hereby approved 
in accordance with the provi-
sions of SDCL of 1967, Chapter 
11-3 and any amendments 
thereof.” Seconded by Commis-
sioner Feickert. Roll call vote: 
Commissioner Feickert- aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Kippley-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  Resolution 
adopted.

REZONE ORDINANCE_SET 
HEARING DATE & AUTHORIZE 
ADVERTISING:

Moved by Feickert, seconded 
by Wiese to set hearing date and 
authorize publishing the follow-
ing rezone ordinances: Applica-
tion has been made by Paul & 
Jody Haar to the Brown County 
Board of Commissioners for the 
purpose of rezoning the follow-
ing property from Chapter 4.06 

Agriculture Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 Mini-Ag 
District (M-AG): Lot 1, “Svarstad 
Outlot 1” in the SW ¼ of Section 
8-T122N-R63W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, South Dakota 
(13756 389th Ave). Application 
has been made by Richard & 
Tennille Taylor to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for the purpose of rezoning the 
following property from Chapter 
4.06 Agriculture Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 
Mini-Ag District (M-AG): Lot 1, 
“Swenson Outlot 1” in the NE 
¼ of Section 12-T121N-R62W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
South Dakota. (39989 143rd St).

Hearing to be held in the Com-
missioner’s Chambers, Court-
house Annex, Brown County, 
South Dakota on December 14, 
2021 at 8:46 A.M. The public 
is invited to attend the hearing 
and to present comments and 
testimony regarding the amend-
ment to Second Revision Brown 
County Ordinances pertaining to 
rezoning the described property.  
At the conclusion of the hearing, 
the Brown County Commis-
sion may adopt first reading of 
Ordinance No. 207 & 208. All 
member present voting aye.  
Motion carried

RFP FOR CLUBHOUSE CON-
CESSIONS (AKA BEER GAR-
DEN) DURING THE FAIR_SET 
HEARING DATE & AUTHORIZE 
ADVERTISING: Moved by Sut-
ton, seconded by Fjeldheim to 
set hearing date and authorize 
advertising to open, read and 
consider proposals for contracts 
to operate concessions during 
Fair Week, per Ordinance #16, 
Chapter 16.06.04 at the “Club-
house” (aka Beer Garden), to 
be held on December 14, 2021 
at 8:45 a.m. in the Commission’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD. Roll call vote: 
Commissioner Feickert- aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-nay, Kippley-
abstain, Fjeldheim-aye. Motion 
carried.

ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Wiese 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 9:17 a.m.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

Jeannette McClain, Brown 
County Deputy Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $142.52. 
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Brown County
Nov. 23, 2021

Meeting Minutes
NOVEMBER 23, 2021 – GEN-

ERAL MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Fjeldheim at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commission 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD. Present were 
Commissioners Feickert, Sutton, 
Wiese and Kippley. Commis-
sioner Kippley led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Feickert to approve the agenda. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 

BROWN COUNTY BRIDGE IN-
SPECTION: Michael Gutenkauf & 
Chelsey Sheridan (IMEG) present 
themselves to the Commission 
to discuss results of the 2021 
Brown County Bridge Inspection. 
There were 51 bridges inspected 
this year and Brown County has 
an 82.2% average sufficiency for 
the year which put the county 
at a good standing. No actions 
taken. 

DEPARTMENT UPDATES & 
SURPLUS SALES: Dirk Rogers, 
Brown County Highway Super-
intendent, provided updates on 
completed and on-going projects 
from his department. He also 
provided possibilities of having 
items ready to be posted as sur-
plus online that he might need 
an approval once he gets the 
final list ready. No actions taken. 

MINUTES: Moved by Kippley, 
seconded by Sutton to approve 
the general meeting minutes of 
November 16, 2021. All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

CLAIMS & PAYROLL: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Wiese 
to approve the following claims 
& payroll: PAYROLL Commission 
$3,635.48; Auditor $9,008.47; 
Treasurer $13,588.99; SA 
$28,321.99; SVAWA $1,575.00; 
Maintenance $7,603.59; As-
sessor $14,965.37; Register 
of  Deeds $7,448.00; VSO 
$4,047.11; GIS $2,411.38; IT 
$7,241.13; HR $3,677.08; Sheriff 
$44,208.12; Jail $52,268.98; 
Court Security $4,921.21; 
JDC $23,056.56;  Wel fare 
$2,982.62; Museum $8,693.28; 
Parks/Fairgrounds $4,006.81; 
Fair Board $3,455.00; Weed 
$4,150.29; Planning & Zoning 
$5,332.71; Highway $36,776.58; 
Dispatch $35,735.67; Emer-
gency $4,160.96; Teen Court 
$460.46; JDAI $1,846.15; 24/7 
Sobriety $1,336.07; Landfill 
$15,911.21; Matching Benefits 
FICA $21,041.41; Medicare 
$4,920.96; HSA $966.72. CLAIMS 
Professional Fees: AVERA ST. 
LUKE’S $719.20; Boyce Law Firm 
$745.50; BRICK’S TV & APPLI-
ANCE $708.75; DAKOTA WOOD 
GRINDING INC $30,378.50; 
DARCY LOCKWOOD $15.00; 
DEPENDABLE SANITATION INC 
$33,536.20; FAULK COUNTY 
SHERIFFS OFFICE $2,790.00; 
HORN LAW OFFICE PROF LLC 
$217.80; IMEG Corp $8,564.25; 
KRISTI SPITZER $1,200.00; 
LEWIS & CLARK BHS $184.00; 
LINCOLN COUNTY TREASURER 
$703.99; LUCY LEWNO $160.00; 
MARK KATTERHAGEN $15.00; 
MICHELLE GAIKOWSKI $159.60; 
MIDWEST WELLNESS INSTI-
TUTE, PLLC $3,950.00; SAN-
FORD HEALTH OCCUPATIONAL 
MEDICINE ABERDEEN $49.00; 
SD DEPT OF REVENUE & REGU-
LATIONS $3,044.61; STATE BAR 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA $500.00; 
YANKTON COUNTY SHERIFF OF-
FICE $100.00; YANKTON COUN-
TY TREASURER $125.00. Pub-
lishing:  ARGUS LEADER $42.82; 
GateHouse Media South Dakota 
Holdings, Inc. $472.97; MID-
CONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS 
$90.00; TDS MEDIA DIRECT, 
INC. $420.00. Repairs & Mainte-
nance: DIAMOND MOWERS INC 
$14.93; ECOLAB PEST ELIMINA-
TION $252.61; FORDHAM SIGNS 
& DESIGN $46.40; HF JACOBS 
& SON CONSTRUCTION INC 
$2,600.00; Hydro-Klean, LLC 
$5,765.00; INTERSTATE POW-
ERSYSTEMS $1,642.00; KEVIN 
W. STEIN $2,475.35; LEIDHOLT 
ELECTRIC LLC $1,112.81; LIEN 
TRANSPORTATION COMPA-
NY $9,225.96; NORTHSTAR 
SAFETY, INC $22.18; PIERSON-
FORD-LINCOLN -MERCURY 
$1,967.10; POMPS TIRE SER-
VICE, INC $10,979.94; SEWER 
DUCK INC $380.00; TIMOTHY 
C. GARDNER $115.00. Sup-
plies: AGTEGRA COOPERATIVE 
$13,592.21; COLE PAPERS 
$1,439.76; DAKOTA SUPPLY 
GROUP $567.52; DIAMOND 
MOWERS INC $748.60; Linde 
Gas & Equipment Inc. $82.87; 
LUCY LEWNO $5.03; MARCO 
INC $17.48; MB LLC $108.42; 
MENARDS $92.81; NORTHSTAR 
SAFETY, INC $420.00; PIER-
SON-FORD-LINCOLN -MERCURY 
$1,585.16; TITAN MACHINERY 

Brown County
Fair Concessions

Proposals
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOR BROWN COUNTY FAIR                                                                                  
CLUBHOUSE (BEER GARDENS) 
CONCESSIONS DURING THE 
FAIR

Proposals will be reached by 
the Brown County Commission 
on behalf of the Brown County 
Fair Board, at the Auditor’s Of-
fice, 25 Market Street, Ste 1, 
Aberdeen, SD 57401, for the op-
eration of the Brown County Fair 
Clubhouse, aka Beer Gardens 
during the week of the Brown 
County Fair.  Such proposals will 
be received until 8:45, Tuesday, 
December 14, 2021.  The pro-
posal opening will be held at 
the Brown County Commission 
Meeting on Tuesday, December 
14, 2021.

Copies of the entire request 
for proposal may be obtained at 
the Brown County Fair Auditor’s 
Office , 25 Market Street, Ste 1 
or the Brown County Fair office 
400 24th Ave NW.  To request an 
email copy, please call 626-7110 
or 626-7116.

Proposals shall be submitted 
to the Brown County Commis-
sion in sealed envelopes clearly 
marked “Proposal for the opera-
tion of the Brown County Fair 
Clubhouse aka Beer Gardens” 
“To Be Opened December 14, 
2021.”

Brown County reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or 
all proposals and to waive any 
irregularities therein.

Cathy McNickle, Brown Coun-
ty Auditor

(1201.1208)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $29.39. 
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We are independently owned and 
operated pharmacies, where you’ll 
find exceptional service, a full 
selection of healthcare products and 
the one-on-one attention you deserve, 
all for competitive prices and similar 
co-pays.

Get to know us; we’d love to offer 
you the personalized, quality care 
you need to manage your entire 
family’s health.

Excellent Service is Our Mission
• Daily Medication Packs
• Custom RX
• Delivery & Mailout
• Medicare Part D
• Pet Medications

We are independently owned and 

operated pharmacies, where you’ll 

find exceptional service, a full 

selection of healthcare products and 

the one-on-one attention you deserve, 

all for competitive prices and similar 

co-pays.

Get to know us; we’d love to offer 

you the personalized, quality care 

you need to manage your entire 

family’s health.

Excellent Service is Our Mission

• Daily Medication Packs

• Custom rX

• Delivery & Mailout

• Medicare Part D

• Pet Medications

Plaza Pharmacy 
Ke n’s  S u p e r f a i r  Fo o d s

6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 6 3 4 4

V I S I T  U S  AT  T H ES E  H E A LT H  M A RT  LO C AT I O N S :

A B E R D E E N P H A R M AC Y. C O M / M Y H E A LT H M A RT P H A R M AC Y

State Street Pharmacy 
Ave ra  S ta t e  S t re e t  M e d i c a l  Sq u a re

6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 1 9 4 5

United Clinic Pharmacy 
Sa n f o r d  A b e r d e e n  C l i n i c

6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 4 0 0 1

These pharmacies are independently owned and operated 
under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

Caring for 
your family, 

like our own.

Caring for 
your family, 
like our own.

Plaza Pharmacy 
Ken’s Super fair Foods 
    6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 6 3 4 4

State Street Pharmacy  
Avera State Street Medical Square 
    6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 1 9 4 5

United Clinic Pharmacy 
Sanford Aberdeen Clinic 
    6 0 5 . 2 2 5 . 4 0 0 1

VISIT US AT THESE 
HEALTH MART LOCATIONS: 

ABERDEENPHARMACY.COM/MYHEALTHMARTPHARMACY

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated 
under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

Food Drive Held
The Groton FCCLA members organized a community food drive. FCCLA members 

helping are pictured above: Karsyn Jangula Carly Guthmiller, Shea Jandel, Abby 
Jensen, Emily Overacker, Emma Bahr, Advisor, Lindsey Tietz. In back helping to 
load the bags are Dwight Zerr and Justin Cleveland. (Courtesy photos)

Wage Library hosts painting class
The Wage Memorial Library was the site for a canvas painting class held by Jan 

Hoffman. Pictured in back, left to right, are Laurie LaMee, Sophie Doeden, Becky 
Hunter and Wynella Abeln; in front, left to right, are Becky Hearnen, Liz Doeden 
and Jan Hoffman (Photos by Keillie Locke)
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The Life of 
Carroll “Spike” Nehls 

Funeral services 
for Carroll “Spike” 
Nehls, 86, of Groton 
will be 10:30 a.m., 
Thursday, December 
2nd at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church.  Rev. 
Larry Johnson and 
Pastor Craig Grams 
will officiate.  Burial 
with military honors 
will follow in Groton 
Union Cemetery un-
der the direction of 
Paetznick-Garness 
Funeral Chapel, Gro-
ton. 

Visitation will be held for one hour prior 
to services at the church.  There will be no 
prayer service.

Spike passed away November 27, 2021 at 
his home in Groton.

Carroll Lee Nehls was born on October 12, 
1935 near Andover to Fred and Dora (Hoops) 
Nehls.  He was baptized and confirmed at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church.  Spike attended 
school in Groton and graduated in 1953.  
Throughout school, he was involved in many 
sports and held a track record for many years.  
Spike enlisted in the US Marines and upon 
his honorable discharge returned to South 
Dakota.  He continued his education at SDSU 
and later at Northern State University.  On 
July 15, 1961, he was united in marriage with 
Helen Patricia “Pat” Vig in Claire City, SD.  

Spike worked construction and later began 
his own business.  Spike had a passion for 
hunting and fishing.  He loved the sport of 
baseball and played for Groton for many 
years.  Spike’s wife, Pat, also loved baseball 
and fell in love with one special player (Spike).  
He liked all sports and hardly missed any 
home games whether baseball, basketball, 
football or track.

Celebrating his life is his wife, Pat of Groton, 
sons, Scott (Susan) Nehls of Tucson, Arizona, 
Lance (Arlene) Nehls of Tucson, Arizona, four 
grandchildren, Alexa Brown, Lacey (Isaak) 
Matzdorff, Logan Nehls, Brock Nehls and his 
brother, Maurice Nehls of Langford.

Preceding him in death were his parents 
and six siblings.

Honorary Casketbearers will be his four 
Grandchildren.

Casketbearers will be Dennis Fliehs, Dick 
Donovan, Dale Grenz, Lance Hawkins, Ken 
Zens, Lynn Vig, Brad Elliott, Paul Price, Troy 
Larson and Mike Nehls.

UpComing Events
Thursday, Dec. 2
LifeTouch Pictures Retake at Elementary, 8 

a.m. to 11 a.m.
8:30 a.m. to Noon: ACT Practice Test
JH GBB at Northwestern (7th at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by 8th)
Friday, Dec. 3
State Oral Interp at Huron
8:30 a.m. to Noon: ACT Practice Test
Saturday, Dec. 4
State Oral Interp at Huron
10 a.m.: JH GBB Jamboree in Groton
10 a.m.: Wrestling Invite at Clark-Willow Lake
Monday, Dec. 6
4 p.m.: School Board planning/work session
JH GBB hosts Langford. 7th at 6 p.m. with 

8th to follow
Tuesday, Dec. 7
GBB hosts Flandreau Indian. Varsity only at 

6 p.m.
JHGBB at Tiospa Zina (7th at 4 p.m. with 8th 

to follow)
Thursday, Dec. 9
7 p.m.: MS/HS Christmas Concert
Friday, Dec. 10
GBB hosts Britton-Hecla. JV at 6 p.m. with 

Varsity to follow
Saturday, Dec. 11
8 a.m. to Noon: ACT testing at GHS
10 a.m.: Wrestling Tourney at LaMoure
Boys Basketball at Britton-Hecla. JV at 1:30 

p.m. followed by varsity game.

Groton Prairie Mixed
Nov. 24 Team Standings: Shih Tzus 9, 

Coyotes 9, Chipmunks 9, Cheetahs 9, Foxes 
7, Jackelopes 5

Men’s High Games: Roger Spanier 227, 
202, Ron Belden 199, Randy Stanley 196

Women’s High Games: Sue Stanley 188, 
170, Nicole Kassube 187, 168, Lori Giedt 166

Men’s High Series: Roger Spanier 618, 
Brad Larson 522, Lance Frohling 509

Women’s High Series: Nicole Kassube 
497, Sue Stanley 495, Darci Spanier 458

Conde National League
Nov. 29 Team Standings: Mets 33, Cubs 

26, Pirates 25, Tigers 23, Braves 19, Giants 18
Men’s High Games: Ryan Bethke 214, 

Tony Waage 188, Joe Greblinhoff 171
Men’s High Series: Chad Furney 485, 

Ryan Bethke 475, Tony Waage 475, Russ 
Bethke 448

Women’s High Games: Nancy Radke 208, 
Michelle Johnson 179, Vickie Kramp 178

Women’s High Series: Nancy Radke 457, 
Vickie Kramp 457, Michelle Johnson 455, Joyce 
Walter 434 

Nov. 22 Team Standings: Mets 29, Cubs 
24, Tigers 23, Pirates 21, Braves 19, Giants 16

Men’s High Games: Ryan Bethke 223, 
217; Tony Waage 189; Russ Bethke 184

Men’s High Series: Ryan Bethke 617, Tony 
Waage 484, Butch Farmen 476

Women’s High Games: Vickie Kramp 169, 
161; Deb Fredrickson 149; Joyce Walter 146

Women’s High Series: Vickie Kramp 478, 
Joyce Walter 420, Sam Bahr 406

Strom/Dresbach married
Sandy Strom and Steve Dresbach were 

united in marriage on November 11, 2021, at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Lawrence, 
Kan. Steve, a former Groton graduate, recently 
sold his home in Lawrence and returned to 
Groton, where the couple now resides.

Groton Garden Club
The Groton Garden Club met November 15, 

2021, at the Groton Community Center with 
Elda Stange and Eunice McColister hosting. 
Pledges were recited in unison. Nine mem-
bers answered roll call with “What they were 
thankful for.”

A sign was made for the city park with the 
names of the three Groton ladies who were the 
state president of the South Dakota Federation 
of Garden Clubs. It will be installed in the park 
next spring.

Linda Gengerke will host the Christmas party, 
December 20, 6:30 p.m. with a potluck supper.

Laurie Mitchell gave the program on “Texas 
Hill Country.”

Gov. Noem to Deliver 2021 
Budget Address on Tuesday
PIERRE, S.D. – On Tuesday, December 7, 

Governor Kristi Noem will deliver the 2021 
Budget Address, updating the people of South 
Dakota on budget plans for the remainder of 
Fiscal Year 2022 and Fiscal Year 2023.

The address will take place at 1pm CT/12pm 
MT in the South Dakota House of Represen-
tatives. The address will be livestreamed on 
South Dakota Public Broadcasting, SD.net, and 
Facebook.com/GovNoem.

South Dakota Ranked Top-5 in 
“Freedom in the 50 States”

PIERRE, S.D. – Today, the CATO Institute an-
nounced that South Dakota is now ranked in 
the top-five states in their “Freedom in the 50 
States” index. The index ranks South Dakota 
as the most-improved state in the nation when 
comparing 2018 to 2019, Governor Noem’s 
first year in office. The most recent edition, 
published in 2018, ranked South Dakota eighth. 
Governor Noem issued the following statement 
celebrating South Dakota’s success:

“South Dakota has freedom in abundance. In 
the few short years since I took office as gov-
ernor, we’ve already propelled South Dakota 
from a top-10 freest state status to a top-five 
status. I believe that we respect freedom 
more than any state in America, but this rank-
ing indicates that we have more work to do. 
I look forward to working with the legislature 
to advance policies that protect freedom, cut 
red tape, and promote continual growth for 
our state.”

The rankings are based on state laws as of 
January 1, 2020 and state budgets through 
FY 2020. Of note, this ranking did not take 
COVID-19 response into account. In the early 
months of the pandemic, Governor Noem was 
the only governor in America to never order a 
single business or church to close.

A subscription to the 
Groton Independent 
makes a great gift!

Cheer
someone up!

Send a 
balloon 

Groton Daily
Independent

21 N Main
605-397-NEWS 

(6397)
Delivery in the

Groton area
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Shoveling 
   Sand

     Forest is taking a break. His Dad wants him to fill 3 bags with sand for icy conditions that will come when
the weather turns colder and sleet falls or puddles of water freeze. Forest needs to pick up the shovel first, 
then the 3 bags, and then put them in the garage. Can you help him find his way? (Do not cross paths.)

Uh-oh!

End!

SAND

SAND

SAND

SoupP
B
eanuteanut
utterutter SoupPowdered

Milk Peanuts

How Do We Cope With Changes? How Can We Help Our Pets?

     Sure enough, changes in the weather are coming 
and we cannot stop them! We have to cope with 
whatever Mother Nature sends our way. How do we 
deal with these changes? Match up each:

1. cold temperatures
2. dark outside earlier
3. fewer fresh foods
4. snow
5. slippery ice
6. less time spent outdoors
7. ponds freeze
8. need a break from the
    ice and cold
  

1. wipe their feet when 
   coming inside...
2. keep them inside 
    more so they... 
3. put a dry, cozy, 
    warm blanket or bed... 
4. give them a bit 
    more food for energy...
5. pets can get lost 
    easier in the winter...  

A. away from drafts
B. so keep on leash, tag
C. to take off ice, salts
D. don’t wander into 
    areas that they shouldn’t
E. if they go out in the cold

     Our pets may need a little extra help or care as it’s getting
colder outside. Match up each of these ideas:

    We love this 
nice, cozy attic.

A. turn on the
     bright lights
B. sand, salt, heat
C. heat the house
D. use canned or packaged foods
E. skate, ice fish
F. shovels, snowblowers, plows
G. vacation in warmer area
H. exercise class, indoor sports,
     visiting friends, club activities

     Let’s get 
that salt and 
sand off.

  Do I hear 
something?

  I know the 
  fable “The 
 Ant and the
Grasshopper.”
  I’d better
  get busy
  filling bags
  with sand.

Ready for Winter?

      Use the 
Morse Code key 
below to fill in the 
boxes with letters.

6. • warmer clothes
    • blankets, quilts, comforters
    • enjoy more hot drinks

1. • stock spices for winter recipes
    • store more in the freezer or stock
      some items in case of bad weather
    • dust off the slow cooker! 
2. • furnace and chimney checked
    • storm windows put up
    • insulation put in attics
3. • store food in their nests
    • fur may change color  
    • feathers may blend into the snow
4. • harvest the crops
    • plant spring bulbs 
    • save seeds
5. • clear out space to be able to
      park the car
    • check the shovels

9. • snow tires
    • sand 
    • antifreeze for radiator
10. • no missing roof shingles
      • gutters in good repair
      • drains flowing freely

8. • batteries
    • flashlights
    • water and food

7. • grow thicker fur coats
    • brought inside in cold weather
    • may need more food in their bowls

kitchen

garage

 Uh-oh, this gutter 
      needs cleaning 
               out.

I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R

S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

people

emergency

cars

roof
pets

gardens

animals

     
     Who is adapting or what is 
being adapted for harsher weather?
Read the clues to fill in the puzzle.

1
2

3

4

5 6

7

8
9

10

Brrrrrr ...

     
     Winter is coming. Most areas of the country will 
have cold temperatures, snow and ice. Families 
prepare their houses, cars and clothes to adapt 
to the changes that winter will bring.

garage
houses

     To stay strong 
and healthy all winter
long, be sure to...
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

...we check the windows for drafts.To get ready for colder weather...



Home heating costs high and getting higher in South Dakota
Bart Pfankuch

South Dakota News Watch
Many South Dakota consumers already 

facing high prices for gasoline and groceries 
should also expect to pay far more to heat their 
homes this winter, with prices for propane and 
heating oil already far higher than last year 
and rising fast.

Some experts worry the high prices could 
push some families to take unsafe measures 
to provide household heat, raising the risk of 
fires or other emergencies.

Prices for home heating fuels, from propane 
to natural gas to heating oil, all tend to peak 
in late fall or early winter when demand rises. 
But this year,  prices have risen much earlier 
and much higher than normal, and experts ex-
pect the situation to worsen as colder weather 
arrives.

As with any household necessity, the price 
increases for home heating fuels will place 
disproportionate stress on low-income families or households on fixed 
incomes.

The high home fuel prices are adding to the financial burdens faced 
by all families in South Dakota, particularly those in rural or reservation 
areas where propane or oil is more commonly used to heat homes, 
said Eileen Shot, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe council representative from 
Parmelee who formerly ran the tribe’s energy-assistance program.

“Surviving a harsh winter with the high fuel prices can be tough for 
our tribal members, and for everyone,” Shot said. “As it is, gas prices 
are up and so are food prices, and now here’s another thing you can’t 
live without going up even higher in price.”

Shot said high prices for propane and home heating fuel can push 
some families to make difficult decisions that increase risk of fire or 
lead to other potentially deadly conditions such as freezing or asphyxi-
ation from improperly vented heating sources.

“If they can’t afford their propane, they use electric heaters or the 
oven or whatever they can,” Shot said. “It gets dangerous and can 
lead to fires.”

Residential propane prices have risen sharply already this year, with 
the state averaging $2.21 per gallon in late November, according to 
the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The current price is 71% 
higher than last year, when propane cost $1.29 per gallon in November, 
and is 92% higher than five years ago, when it was $1.15 per gallon 

in November 2016.
As of late November 2021, the 

average price for a gallon of home 
heating oil in South Dakota was 
$2.51, according to the federal gov-
ernment, up 68% from the same 
date in 2020 when it was $1.55 per 
gallon. The price was as low as 
$1.21 a gallon in March 2020.

Households that rely on natural 
gas for heat may see a jump of 
30% in their annual heating costs, 
the energy administration has 
predicted, as natural-gas futures 
prices have jumped by 132% so 
far in 2021.

Electricity rates tend to be less 
volatile than prices for other fuels, 
and South Dakota is close to the 
national average of 13.31 cents per 

kilowatt hour of elec-
tricity, with an average 
rate of 12.39 cents 
per kWh in Novem-
ber 2021 compared to 
12.57 cents per kWh 
in November 2020, ac-
cording to the federal 
government.

High costs for propane and other fuels are a big concern for home-
owners, but also for businesses and governments that rely on those 
products, said Mark Nielsen, owner of Long’s Propane Service in 
Yankton.

“Homeowners have furnaces and fireplaces that run on propane, 
but a lot of restaurants do a lot of cooking and they heat water with 
propane,” Nielsen said. “Road construction crews use propane to make 
asphalt and farmers use propane to power their motors or irrigation 

pivots.”
Nielsen said the high prices are causing con-

cern among many customers, especially those 
who buy their propane in bulk for the upcom-
ing winter season. Nielsen and many other 
propane suppliers have minimum purchases 
of 200 gallons, which can mean a bill of $400 
to $500 for a single delivery.

“It’s about double the price from last year 
and they’re pretty upset about it,” he said.

Nielsen said propane dealers also suffer 
losses when fuel prices rise, due to higher 
transportation costs, reduced orders from 
customers who can’t afford to buy in bulk and 
overall lower profit margins.

“Anytime the price goes up, your margin 
goes down, and more people don’t pay or they 
have bad debt,” Nielsen said.

Propane prices rose to nearly $4 a gallon in 
2014, and Shot said that many reservation families struggled at that 
time to keep homes heated. Reductions in federal funding for emer-
gency fuel assistance can also push families into unsafe conditions, 
she said.

Shot recalled one incident in which a family whose propane furnace 
failed opened their oven to heat the home. As a pot of soup boiled on 
the stove, an infant crawled by, slammed the oven shut and caused 
the hot soup to fall on the child.

Shot said she recently paid about $450 to buy 200 gallons of pro-
pane from a provider in Valentine, Neb. She said not everyone can 

afford a bulk purchase of propane, 
even in families where both parents 
work. Shot said some working families 
make too much to qualify for state or 
federal heating assistance, but not 
enough to make ends meet. 

“Even if they have two incomes 
in a home, they’re still getting hit 
hard,” Shot said. “Nobody’s comfort-
able, even if you work and have two 
incomes.”

Maureen Nelson, a senior program 
director for Grow South Dakota, 
a community support agency that 
uses state and federal funding to 
encourage business development and 
provide rent and utility assistance to 
families in need, uses several strate-

gies to help families stay warm and safe in winter.
Nelson is based in Sisseton, where her agency serves 17 counties 

in northeastern South Dakota. So far in 2021, the agency has pro-
vided more than $236,000 in rent, utility and other assistance to 619 
individuals in roughly 240 households. The agency also has provided 
about $1.1 million in rent, utility and mortgage assistance through the 
South Dakota Cares housing program.

Nelson said rent assistance has been the primary need so far in the 
fall of 2021, but she expects the need for home fuel funding will rise 
as temperatures fall in the coming months.

“It’s only going to get worse,” Nelson said. “It was tough when pro-
pane or any heating cost was cheaper, and now I think you’re going 
to see even more families struggling.”

Inflation that has driven up consumer prices and supply-chain chal-
lenges that have limited access to goods and services are adding stress 
to the equation for families trying to keep homes heated.

“If your furnace does break down, it’s hard to find the people or 
parts to fix it,” she said. “That comes into play in rural south Dakota 
where you’re having to ask a repairman from 50 to 100 miles away 
to come out and fix that, and that’s if they have the parts they need 
right now.”

One major federal program, the Low Income Heating and Energy 
Assistance Program, or LIHEAP, provides billions of dollars each year 
to qualifying low-income families across the country.

In 2020, the program was allocated $3.7 billion and provided heat-
ing, cooling, weatherization and crisis assistance to more than 5.6 
million American households. A one-person household can qualify if 
annual income is less than $25,760 or less than $53,000 a year for a 
four-person household.

In South Dakota, the program allocated $22.8 million in 2020 to 
more than 21,000 households.

Federal records show that less than a quarter of South Dakota fami-
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Eileen Shot

“If they can’t afford their pro-
pane, they use electric heaters 
or the oven or whatever they 
can. It gets dangerous and can 
lead to fires.” 

-- Eileen Shot, Rosebud Sioux Tribe council member

Continues on next page

Mark Nielsen, owner of Long’s Propane 
Service in Yankton, said higher prices 
for propane have a negative effect on 
homeowners, business owners and gov-
ernments. Photo: Courtesy Mark Nielsen

Maureen Nelson



lies that qualified for assistance last year received money, likely because 
they did not know about the program or did not apply. Also, advocates 
of the program note that LIHEAP is not an entitlement program and as 
such is subject to the fluctuations of congressional budget approval.

In 2017, former President Donald Trump floated elimination of the 
program, and though Congress kept the assistance in place, overall 
funding has dropped in recent years.

In South Dakota and on the federal level, allocations to LIHEAP have 
dropped by about 18% from Fiscal 2010 to Fiscal 2020, according to 
the National Energy & Utility Affordability Coalition.

LIHEAP remains an important part of the safety net for low-income 
families that have trouble paying for utilities in South Dakota, the coali-
tion and local advocates said. In 2020, 77% of households that received 
LIHEAP payments in South Dakota included at least one person who 
was elderly, disabled or under 6 years old.

Nelson said the federal government has provided some new avenues 
for assistance for families affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
has eased the financial burden on some families.

Nelson urged people who face financial uncertainty to reach out to 
the state energy-assistance program or to local community support 
agencies such as Grow South Dakota to see what funding help may 
be available. She also counsels families to talk directly with their en-
ergy providers to see if they can agree to a “budget billing” program 
where payments can be spread out over time in order for people to 
get through a cold winter.

Nelson said Grow South Dakota and other agencies that offer utility 
assistance are providing a critical service to South Dakota families in 
need.

“It’s a great feeling when you’re able to provide that assistance, to 
make that phone call that I’m going to be able to fill up your propane 
tank today, or we were able to cover that electric bill and get your 
lights turned back on,” Nelson said. “It makes you feel warm inside, 
and that’s what agencies like mine are here for.”

Propane prices can vary significantly in South Dakota, and like gaso-
line prices, they tend to be higher in West River and remote rural areas. 
Recently, for example, retail propane cost about $2 a gallon in Yankton 
in the southeast and nearly $2.50 a gallon in Rapid City in the west.

The main reason all fuel prices are rising, including propane, heating 
oil, unleaded and diesel gases, is higher crude oil prices on the global 
market, said Mark O’Donnell, partner with Meridian Liquids Partners, 
a wholesale propane distributor in Yankton.

In the current crude oil market, higher prices for one type of fuel 
lead to higher prices for other fuels, O’Donnell said.

Much of that price increase is due to transportation costs, both in 
pipelines and in trucks that carry propane from pipeline hubs, he said.

Most of the propane used in the Midwest and Great Plains originates 
in an underground salt cavern in Conway, Kan., which is home to about 
30% of the U.S. propane supply.

One pipeline from Kansas into South Dakota is accessible in Wolsey, 
west of Huron, O’Donnell said. The farther the fuel travels in pipelines, 
the more it costs wholesalers. Prices go up further as retail distributors 
truck the fuel around the state and directly to homes, paying more in 
diesel costs when traveling far to the west or north, he said.

“The further you get away from Kansas, where the pipeline origi-
nates, the higher the pipe tariff or the pipeline fee is to load from that 
terminal,” O’Donnell said. “And not only is the price of the propane 
going up, the cost of the trucks bringing it to homes is much higher.”

When it comes to retail pricing, cost increases borne by wholesal-
ers and retailers are 
typically passed on to 
consumers, O’Donnell 
said.

But he noted that 
businesses at all levels 
of the supply chain like 
to see low prices for 
fuel, even if they pass 
most of the higher per-
gallon costs to their 
customers.

“We hate to see 
prices go up this high 
because it’s a natu-
ral instinct for people 
to cut back or look 
for alternative heat-
ing sources,” he said. 
“We move more gal-
lons when the price 
is cheaper, so as a 
wholesaler and a re-
tailer, you want prices 
lower and more afford-
able so people aren’t 
reducing propane use 
to save money.”

Continued from previous page
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Weston & Emily DingerWeston & Emily Dinger
Cassels House Inn & EventsCassels House Inn & Events

Julie Schaller (3 of Life)Julie Schaller (3 of Life)
Wage Memorial Library & City OfficeWage Memorial Library & City Office

Olde Bank N Café B & BOlde Bank N Café B & B

Christmas 
Tour of Homes 

& Holiday 
Party

Olive Grove’s
5th Annual

Saturday, 
Dec. 4, 2021

Tour of 
Homes
4-7 p.m.
Holiday 
Party

4-close
Coffee, Apple Cider and Goodies at the Club House

A variety of snacks served.
$15 tickets available at
Lori’s Pharmacy, Groton

Groton Ford
Hair & Company, Aberdeen

Come on out for a fun evening!
Support your local golf course!

Silent Basket Items
Bidding closes at 8:30 p.m.

Live Auction begins at 8:30 p.m.

RESOURCES FOR THOSE IN NEED
Here are some phone numbers to call if you or your family need 

help paying for rent or utilities.

South Dakota Department of Social Services
General details and application to LIHEAP assistance program, call 

605-773-3165
Tribal LIHEAP program
S.D. Community Action Agencies
Inter-Lakes Community Action
PO Box 268, Madison SD 57042-0268
Phone: 605.256.6518 or 1.800.896.4105
Fax: 605.256.2238
Counties Served: Brookings, Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, 

Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, Turner.
GROW South Dakota
104 Ash St. E., Sisseton SD 57262-1551
Phone: 605.698.7654
Fax: 605.698.3038
Counties Served: Beadle, Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, 

Hand, Hughes, Hyde, McPherson, Marshall, Potter, Roberts, Spink, 
Stanley, Sully, Walworth.

Rural Office of Community Services
PO Box 547, Wagner SD 57380-0547
Phone: 605.384.3883 or 1.800.793.3290
Fax: 605.384.3737
Counties Served: Aurora, Bon Homme, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, 

Clay, Davison, Douglas, Gregory, Hanson, Hutchinson, Jerauld, Jones, 
Lyman, Mellette, Sanborn, Todd, Tripp, Yankton, Union.

Western South Dakota Community Action
1844 Lombardy Drive, Rapid City SD 57701-4130
Phone: 605.348.1460 or 1.800.327.1703
Fax: 605.348.8440
Counties Served: Bennett, Butte, Corson, Custer, Dewey, Fall River, 

Haakon, Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, Meade, Perkins, Oglala Lakota, 
Pennington, Ziebach.

ABOUT
BART PFANKUCH

Bart Pfankuch, Rapid City, 
S.D., is the content direc-
tor for South Dakota News 
Watch. A Wisconsin native, 

he is a former editor of the Rapid City 
Journal and also worked at newspapers in 
Florida. Bart has spent more than 30 years 
as a reporter, editor and writing coach.
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Dear EarthTalk: How are Florida’s manatees faring lately and what has the government and/
or conservationists been doing to protect them?  -- JoAnne B., Sumter, SC

Indeed, Florida’s manatees have come back from where they stood on the brink of extinc-
tion in the late 1960s, when only a few hundred individuals remained in the wild. Today over 
6,000 of the herbivorous “sea cows” swim the Indian River Lagoon and Florida’s other near-
shore waterways. But newer threats including the die-off of their preferred browse (seagrass), 
habitat destruction due to shoreline development and runoff, an uptick in commercial and 
recreational activities and global warming have put Florida’s manatees back on the ropes, and 
conservationists are again ramping up efforts to protect them.

Given all we know about being respectful to wildlife and giving them space, it’s hard to be-
lieve that 2021 has been the worst year in recorded history for manatees, with Florida wildlife 
officials reporting a whopping 1003 manatee deaths in state waters so far this year. That’s a 
37 percent increase in manatee deaths over 2020, when biologists recorded 637 kills.

More than half of 2021’s deaths have been in the Indian River Lagoon, a 156-mile east central Florida coastal estuary that stretches across 
six counties. Manatees have long thrived in the Lagoon’s warm, brackish waters and consumed its abundant seagrass. Over the past 20 
years, however, tens of thousands of acres of seagrass have vanished; the University of Florida estimates that up to 95 percent of seagrass 
is gone from some areas of the Lagoon. The main culprit is runoff from fertilizer and septic systems, which has polluted the water and pro-
moted toxic algae blooms. These blooms deplete the water’s oxygen levels and cloud its surface, decreasing the amount of light available 
to seagrasses for photosynthesis. 

While it is currently illegal in Florida to feed manatees in the wild, conservation groups like Save the Manatee Club are now considering tak-
ing matters into their own hands by providing “supplemental feedings” to halt the unprecedented starvations. Meanwhile, rescuing injured or 
starving manatees remains a top priority of the group, which has helped rescue upwards of 130 manatees in 2021 alone while also funding 
facilities to rehab injured manatees so they can return to the wild.

Meanwhile, biologists from the University of Florida, University of Central Florida and elsewhere are working to restore water-filtering oyster 
populations along the Lagoon. These bivalves consume and remove harmful contaminants from the water, nurturing otherwise dwindling 
seagrass communities that serve as the lifeblood and main nutrient of manatees.

Just four years ago, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) down-listed the manatee from endangered to threatened. In light of this year’s 
population plight, Florida Congressmen Vern Buchanan and Darren Soto are currently backing the Manatee Protection Act, which would place 
the manatee back into endangered status under the Endangered Species Act. An upgraded endangered status would require the FWS to 
accelerate action on manatee repopulation efforts.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@
earthtalk.org.

‘Tis the Season for Y93.2
The holiday season 

is here, and many 
wonderful activities 
are happening. As you 
hustle and bustle, be 
aware that accidents 
and injuries can oc-
cur. When you see a 
doctor, they record 
a diagnosis code ex-
plaining the purpose 
of the appointment. Some codes describe the actual injury and others 
describe what happened during the injury. For example, Y93.2 is the 
code for “activities involving snow and ice”.  So, if you went sledding, 
crashed into a tree, and broke your left femur or thigh bone, your 
medical chart would show these codes: S72.8X2A “other fracture of 
left femur, initial encounter for closed fracture”, W22.0 “striking against 
stationary object”, and Y93.2.

With this in mind, let’s have some fun and review codes that would 
be used for mishaps from popular holiday songs and movies. For 
the grandma who was run over by a reindeer, we would use codes 
W55.32XA and V06.00xa defined as “struck by other hoof stock, ini-
tial encounter” and “pedestrian on foot injured in collision with other 
nonmotor vehicle in nontraffic accident”, respectively. The song does 
not specify injuries received from this accident, but there is mention 
of drinking too much eggnog. Therefore, we might verify the diagnosis 
of R78.9 which is “finding of alcohol in blood”.  

In the holiday movie A Christmas Story, Ralphie wants a Daisy Red 
Ryder BB gun. His mother warns that he will end up with S05.90XA 
“unspecified injury of unspecified eye and orbit.” Of course, that 
doesn’t have the same ring to it as “You’ll shoot your eye out!” Don’t 
forget Ralphie’s classmate who gets his tongue stuck to the frozen 
flagpole. His injury would be noted as T33.90 and S00.502A which 
are “superficial frostbite to unspecified sites” and “unspecified injury 
to oral cavity, initial encounter.” Ouch!

I hope that Santa can avoid E73.0 and W13.2xxA which are “lactose 
Intolerance” and “fall from, out of or through roof, initial encounter.” 
Either of those situations would make Santa less merry and bright. 
And let’s hope the jolly old elf has seatbelts in his sleigh because if 
Rudolph gets anxious in the fog and makes a sharp turn, Santa might 
have a V00.221A, “fall from sled, initial encounter”.  

May your stockings stay safely hung by the fireplace without 
X02.0XXA “exposure to flames in controlled fire in building or struc-
ture [fireplace], initial encounter”. No one wants their holiday ruined 
by Z63.1 “problems in relationship with in-laws”. And hopefully your 
children don’t have any Z62.891 “sibling rivalry” issues. 

My wish for all of you is a peaceful, silent night, preferably not due 
to H83.3 “noise induced hearing loss” from all the carolers at your 
door. And, in the New Year, may you only need to come to the clinic 
for Z00.00 “encounter for general adult medical examination without 
abnormal findings”. 

Happy Ho, Ho, Holidays and stay healthy out there people!

By Jill Kruse, D.O.

Florida’s manatees face a host of 
threats, not the least of which is boat 
strikes which have killed hundreds of 
them in the Indian River Lagoon alone 
this year. Credit: NOAA, Unsplash. 


