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Upcoming Events

Monday, Sept. 13

Cross Country at Webster, 4 p.m.

School Board Meeting, 6 p.m. (Broadcast on
GDLIVE.COM)

JH Boys Golf (H - Olive Grove Golf Course) 3:30 PM

Homecoming Coronation, 7:30 p.m. (Broadcast on
GDILIVE.COM)

Tuesday, Sept. 14
Boys Golf at Redfield, 10 a.m.

"Have a belief in yourself
that is bigger than
anyone's disbelief.”

-AUuGUST WILSON

Tor m:Soul

Thursday, Sept. 16
Boys Golf at Dakota Magic Golf Course, 11 a.m.
Cross Country at Lee Park Golf Course, 4 p.m.
Volleyball hosting Mobridge-Pollock: 7th/C at 4
p.m., 8th/JV at 5 p.m., Varsity to follow

Friday, Sept. 17
Homecoming Parade, 1 p.m.
FFA Pork Loin Supper @ Football Field 5:30 PM
TigerPalooza at GHS Gym, 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Football hosting Mobridge-Pollock, 7 p.m.

Homecoming Week Dress up days

Day MS/HS Elementary

Monday Awkward Phase Day Jersey Day

Tuesday Twin Day Animal OR Superhero Day
Wednesday Halloween Costume Day Twin/Matching Day
Thursday Class color Day Pajama Day

Friday Spirt Day Spirit Day

226- 2971

OPE"= Recycling Trailer in Groton

The recycling trailer is located west of the city
shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum
cans.

© 2021 Groton Daily Independent
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Weekly Vikings Roundup

By Jack & Duane Kolsrud

Fans were back in the stands in full force as the Vikings traveled to Cincinnati to visit the Bengals. It was
Mike Zimmer's first time in Cincinnati since being the Bengals’ defensive coordinator, but this was not the
outcome that Zimmer was looking for as the Vikings fall to the Bengals, 27-24.

First Half:

The first half felt like two teams that hadn't played a game in eight months. The Vikings offense com-
mitted 11 penalties, starting the game with four penalties on the very first drive. Both teams traded three
punts each, and the first quarter ended at 0-0.

The game started to heat up as the Vikings scored the first touchdown on a nice 90-yard drive, cul-
minating with a 5-yard toss to Adam Theilen. Not to be outdone, second-year quarterback Joe Burrow,
coming off an injury late last season, drove the Bengals 49 yards for a short 2-yard touchdown to his
wide receiver Tee Higgins. Burrow later followed that up with a 50-yard bomb to rookie Ja’Marr Chase to
end the half. Bengals lead 14-7.

Second Half:

The Bengals began the second half firing on all cylinders. Burrow led his team on an 11 play, 75-yard
drive to put the Bengals up 21-7. After another Vikings punt, the Bengals attempted to put the Vikings
away by going for it on 4th down from their own 30-yard line. However, the Vikings defense stepped up
and stopped Joe Mixon short of the 1st down marker, thus giving the Vikings the ball with great field po-
sition. Needing to score a touchdown to stay in the game, the Vikings decided to go for it on 4th down.
With the Bengals defense playing the run, Cousins was able to hit Theilen on a short slant and touchdown
from 24-yards out. The Bengals countered with a 53-yard field goal, making it the score 24-14 going into
the 4th quarter.

The Vikings’ offense was now starting to click. After starting at their own 30, Cousins hits Justin Jefferson
over the middle. Jefferson appeared to score, but the referee called him just short at the 1-yard line. Coach
Zimmer quickly threw the red challenge flag, however the call on the field stood and the Vikings ended up
burning a timeout. Nonetheless, Dalvin Cook was able to punch it in on first down from the 1, cutting the
Bengals’ lead to 24-21. After trading punts, the Vikings got the ball back with 1:48 left and no timeouts.
They went nine plays and tied the game on a 53-yard field goal from Greg Joseph as time expired.

Overtime:

After the Vikings lost the coin toss, the Bengals got the ball to start overtime. However, they couldn’t
put much together on their first possession. In turn, the Vikings, on their first possession, punted the ball
back to the Bengals deep in Bengal territory. After forcing a three and out, the Vikings then used four plays
to get within field goal range. On their fifth play of the drive, Dalvin Cook fumbled on a controversial call,
giving the Bengals the ball back. Despite it appearing that Cook’s butt was down before he lost control of
the ball, the call on the field stood. The Bengals, playing for the win and not the tie, decided to go for it
on fourth down from the 50-yard line. With the help of play-action, Burrow was able to throw a beautiful
pass over the top to his wide-open tight end, which ultimately put them in field goal range. As the over-
time clock expired, the Bengals hit a 33-yard field goal to give the Vikings their first loss of the season.

Statistical leaders:

Kirk Cousins 36 for 49, 351 yards, 2 TDs

Adam Theilen 9 for 92 yards receiving, 2 TDs

Dalvin Cook 20 for 62 yards rushing, 6 for 43 yards receiving, 1 TD

The highlight of the day: It appears the Vikings pass rush has returned as they sacked Joe Burrow
five times, with newcomer Michael Pierce tallying two sacks. The Vikings only recorded 23 sacks total last
season.

The irony of the Day: Despite having 17 total penalties for the game, the Vikings had zero penalties
on their three touchdown drives.

Next game: The Vikings travel to Arizona next week to play the Cardinals, who just went into Tennessee
and beat the Titans 38-13. The Vikings will have to contend with speedy and elusive QB Kyler Murray, who
threw for four touchdowns and ran for another. Starting on the road with back-to-back games is tough,
and these first two for the Vikings may determine where they stand for the entire season.
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Prevention is the Best Treatment

What I remember most is the silence.

She was 19 years old, just starting her first semester of
college. She had been transferred to our level 1 trauma
center, intubated and in a medically induced coma. I was
a third-year medical student, being introduced to the re-
alities of medicine. Our team was clustered around her in
the procedure room adjacent to the ICU while my senior Debrationnston MD
resident inserted the central line we would use to quickly administer large volumes of medicine and fluids.

ICUs can be busy, noisy places. This ICU was a large open room, with rows of beds surrounded by all
the equipment needed to care for critically ill and injured patients. The sounds of machines whirring and
beeping, of doctors and nurses and all the support staff, accompanied us in that little windowless proce-
dure room.

The neurosurgery team solemnly filed through the door, eyes grim. Theyd reviewed her CT scan. The
pressure of the blood accumulating inside her skull had forced the base of her brain downward, into the
space usually occupied only by the top of the spinal cord. We stared at each other in silence. We'd already
lost the battle.

During the next few days, I watched her 20-year-old sister support their parents as we walked through
the process of declaring brain death and deciding on organ donation. Other than the silence, the sister’s
grief, and her courage, are my most potent memories.

Over the years, I've seen many lives irrevocably altered by brain injuries. Children thrown from their
bicycles. Soldiers caught in blasts. Women battered by their partners. Seniors who slip and fall. Some pa-
tients fight to regain skills that were once effortless. Some succumb to their injuries or the consequences.
The lucky ones sometimes don't even realize how close they came to having their lives upended.

Our ability to help has improved significantly in the nearly 30 years since I stood at that young woman'’s
bedside. People survive injuries that would have previously been fatal. People recover enough to rejoin the
community, instead of finishing their days in nursing homes. Nevertheless, too many still die, over 50,000
Americans every year. Nevertheless, survivors spend months relearning basic skills with the help of skilled
therapists. Nevertheless, millions live with varying degrees of disability, despite aggressive rehabilitation.

As with so many things, the best treatment is prevention. Buckle your children into their car seats. Use
your seatbelt. Wear your helmet. Keep the guns locked up. Learn how to reduce the risk of falls, especially
for the young, and the old. It's much better to protect that fragile brain, than to try to put it back to rights.

Debra Johnson, M.D. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of physicians and currently practices family
medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show celebrating its twentieth season of truthful,
tested, and timely medical information, broadcast on SDPB and streaming live on Facebook most Thurs-
days at 7 p.m. central.
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#466 in a series
Covid-19 Update: by Marie Miller

We have a somewhat briefer report today; there hasn't been a great deal of news lately—which these
days I'll take for mostly good news. At midday today, we were at 40,988,382 total cases in the US and
sure to break 41 million overnight. I'll report those details next time we get together. We are averaging
146,790 new case reports daily, which really does appear to have sort of plateaued. In this current surge,
we had one day that went over 280,000 reported new cases and a seven-day average that hit 166,000,
but we've been on this more level course for most of a week now. If we don't see a sharp upward turn in
the next few days, I'll be inclined to think we dodged a Labor Day bullet. It’s still too soon to tell, but so
far, things are looking pretty good nationwide for pulling through the holiday weekend in relatively good
order. There are, of course, still some significant trouble spots; even those that are trending downward
now started out is such bad shape that they still have a ways to go. Nearly the entire country, with the
exception of a patch in the Northeast, is still showing unchecked transmission, and that’s not OK.

Hospitalizations are still high too; these will take longer to decline once new cases do so. Right now,
we're pretty much flat at a 14-day average of 100,687, but only a couple of percentage points off our latest
peaks. Hospitals in the South, Mountain West, and Plains continue to see significant stresses on capacity
with patients who've had heart attacks or strokes sometimes dying before a transfer can be effected to
a hospital with the capacity to care for them. This is probably a really great time to take particular care
of your own general health and safety; there’s more than one way Covid-19 can have a deleterious effect
on your well-being.

On Tuesday, a record 2396 children were hospitalized, and almost 400 pediatric patients were admitted
to hospitals each day last week. The number of children who have died, while still low, is increasing. The
number of pediatric cases is accelerating: While over 750,000 pediatric cases have been identified in total,
252,000 of these—one-third—were added in just the last week. The more children who are diagnosed,
the more who will be hospitalized, placed in ICUs, and ventilated, and no one wants that. This has all
blown up since school got back underway, and now we have about three times the hospitalizations in
children we've seen in this pandemic, even over the winter peaks. These are not just kids with predispos-
ing conditions; these include kids who were completely healthy previously. We are seeing an increase in
cases of multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), that dangerous inflammatory condition
seen in children who've been infected, often asymptomatically. Some children who were infected develop
long-Covid, even when their disease was mild or asymptomatic. And children who had moderate or severe
Covid-19 appear to be at increased risk for heart disease. While death rates remain low for children, it is
important to recognize that more kids are dying of Covid-19 than die from flu in a typical year. This is not
a small matter; no one’s really safe. The way to protect these kids is to surround them with vaccinated
people and to vaccinate them if they are eligible.

We're still seeing sizeable increases in deaths. We had one day over 3000 and several very near that
number, but we're averaging 1642 at midday today and still climbing. I don't expect these to decline until
hospitalizations have dropped; the simple fact is that, the more Covid-19 patients you have in the hospi-
tal, the more deaths you're going to see, and we have a whole lot of people hospitalized at the moment.

West Virginia, with one of the lowest vaccination rates in the nation also is in deep trouble with Covid-19.
The numbers of patients in ICUs and on ventilators are at record levels for the pandemic. There are 68
school outbreaks in 31 counties. An entire county and 10 schools were closed on Wednesday.

Florida, despite sharply decreasing new-case numbers, still has 43 percent of its ICU beds occupied by
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Covid-19 patients. This compares with a nationwide number of 31 percent. Colorado’s governor told CNN
on Friday that, “We actually have the lowest ICU available rate that we've had since the start of this cri-
sis.” In some hospitals, these numbers are worse: St. Anthony’s Hospital in St. Petersburg, according to
hospital president Scott Smith who also spoke with CNN, has Covid-19 patients in 27 of their 28 ICU beds.
That doesn't leave much room for your random car accident or heart attack patient, does it?

A news release from North Carolina’s Department of Health and Human Services indicates that by
September 2, not long after school got underway for the new year, 45 percent of the Covid-19 clusters
in schools in the state have been in sports teams and that the numbers have shown a “sharp increase”
among teams. The 42 clusters associated with sports involved 340 cases. The Department made several
recommendations to reduce the incidence of sports-related outbreaks. There’s nothing here you haven't
heard before: vaccination, masking indoors, social distancing where possible, disinfection, workouts in
pods to limit exposure.

Last time we talked, we discussed the northern Idaho counties which were going on crisis standards
for care due to clogged-up hospitals. Well, things haven't gotten better since then. There are 10 counties
with a roughly 35 percent vaccination rate, nowhere near enough to meaningfully inhibit transmission of
this virus. There are at least 10 hospitals in this region of the state on crisis standards; that means care
is being rationed. People are being warned not to engage in risky behaviors—not with respect to the
virus, but any risky behaviors at all—because there is no assurance a hospital will have a bed for you if
you need surgery on your broken leg or your fractured skull or your ripped-up arm. The ethos in these
communities also dismisses the seriousness of the pandemic, balks at wearing masks, doesn't believe in
social distancing, and doesn't trust anything the government or its agencies tells them. That means things
will quite likely get worse—lots worse—before they get better.

At the largest hospital in the region, Kootenai Health, 97 percent of the Covid-19 patients hospitalized
are unvaccinated. All of the ICU beds are occupied. Eighteen people have died in the region in the past
week. Hospitals are short of resources, particularly staff. Vaccination rates have been flat for three weeks.
Not much we're going to do with that.

I've read a preprint (not peer-reviewed) of an analysis of data up from January 1 through July 24 from
the CDC showing that the risk of hospitalization or death for vaccinated people is much higher in older
adults and those with multiple underlying conditions. We knew that, but there are some numbers to go
with this. The analysis of the 12,908 breakthrough cases resulting in hospitalization or death reported so
far in the US represents a smaller than one in 13,000 risk of a severe breakthrough, 70 percent of which
involving hospitalization and 87 percent of which involving death were in people 65 or older. Those with
three or more underlying conditions were at even higher risk than others in the age group. The median
age in vaccinated adults with breakthrough was 73 with 71 percent having three or more underlying
conditions, whereas the median age in unvaccinated adults with infections was 59 with 56 percent having
three or more underlying conditions; the elderly with underlying conditions and those in long-term care
were also overrepresented among the most severe cases.

The risk of hospitalization for unvaccinated adults over the entire time period of the study is 17 times the
risk for the vaccinated, even more for those under 65 and without comorbidities; it decreased to 10 times
the risk in the weeks since B.1.617.2 or Delta, the variant first identified in India, became dominant. This
risk from Delta grew greater in all age groups, but the risk gap before and after is largest for those under
50. Delta has lowered the age of risk; before it was dominant, the median age of patients with severe
disease was 80. Half of the hospitalized people in the study were asymptomatic and were in the hospital
for some other condition, only being identified as infected upon routine Covid-19 testing, we need to be
clear that these people were not hospitalized because of that infection.
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Another CDC study also released today looked at incidence of infection, hospitalization, and death in
vaccinated and unvaccinated people in 13 states. One way to look at vaccine effectiveness is a figure
called percentage of vaccinated persons among cases (PVC), that is, the percentage of all the cases of
infection that are in vaccinated people. That gets sort of complicated once you have a substantial share
of the population vaccinated because, as more people get vaccinated, you're going to see more cases in
vaccinated people—just because there are so many of them. In this case, rising numbers of infections in
vaccinated people don't necessarily mean the vaccine isnt working; an increasing PVC could mean your
vaccine is losing effectiveness, or it could just be a reflection that you have more vaccinated people—hard
to sort that out. What you can use instead to give you a reasonable assessment of vaccine effectiveness is
something called case incidence rate ratio (IRR), which shows the ratio of cases seen in the unvaccinated,
adjusted for the numbers of unvaccinated, to cases seen in the vaccinated, adjusted for the numbers of
vaccinated. That covers the problem with the rising numbers of vaccinated people.

The research team saw “continued vaccine effectiveness against severe COVID-19,” even after Delta
became the dominant variant. Between January and June, four percent of hospitalized people were vac-
cinated. We should note that, between April 4 and July 17, the weekly prevalence of the Delta variant
increased from less than one percent to 90 percent of specimens sequenced, so it was possible to track
how things changed as Delta came to account for an ever increasing proportion of cases. So while vaccines
showed sharply decreased case IRRs with Delta (from 11.1 to 4.6), which suggests reduced effectiveness
in preventing infections, the ratios decreased much less against the worst outcomes (from 13.3 to 10.4 for
hospitalizations and from 16.6 to 11.3 for deaths). This computes to a reduction in vaccine effectiveness,
according to the authors, “from 91% to 78% for infection, from 92% to 90% for hospitalization, and from
94% to 91% for death.” Just four percent of those hospitalized with Covid-19 were fully vaccinated. Much
of the reduction in case IRR in every category was driven by larger decreases in people 65 years or older.
The researchers noted “persons not fully vaccinated having >10 times higher COVID-19 mortality risk” and
concluded, “Getting vaccinated protects against severe iliness from COVID-19, including the Delta variant.”

The New England Journal of Medicine published a study from the CDC on vaccination outcomes in preg-
nant persons, and the findings were that “neonatal outcomes in persons vaccinated against Covid-19 who
had a completed pregnancy were similar to incidences reported in studies involving pregnant women that
were conducted before the Covid-19 pandemic.” In other words, there were no obvious safety signals in
pregnant persons who received these vaccines. Given pregnancy outcomes are highly adversely affected
by infection with SARS-CoV-2, vaccination is accepted as a desirable choice for those who are pregnant.
This conclusion is strengthened by a letter to the Journal of the American Medical Association Network
about a study done based on cases in the Vaccine Safety Datalink which affirms that finding with data from
eight health systems over seven four-week surveillance periods between mid-December and the end of
June. Of 105,000 pregnancies, in 7.8 percent of which the parent received a Covid-19 vaccine, there was
no increased incidence of spontaneous abortion (miscarriage) in the vaccinated group. The bottom line
for pregnant people contemplating vaccination is that the vaccine does not increase the risk of adverse
pregnancy outcomes, and it will avert infection which has been associated with those adverse outcomes.
It's safer to be vaccinated than not if you're pregnant.

In addition to that, we know antibodies pass through the placenta to the fetus and later in breast milk to
the newborn, which should provide protection for the first few months of life. This may be important given
vaccine trials currently only go to six months of age, so those transferred antibodies may be the only kind
of protection available to newborns for a long time to come. Of the two modes of transfer, transplacental
transfers tend to involve higher quality antibodies. There is a large new study just getting underway that
hopes to assess the quality and duration of these antibodies in the child. Don’t expect results too soon;
the plan is to follow the subjects for a year.
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We've known for quite some time that pregnant people and those who've recently given birth have a
higher risk for severe illness from Covid-19; the risk for hospitalization, needing intensive care, and requir-
ing a ventilator are all higher in this group. We've also known there is an increased risk for pre-term birth
in those with Covid-19. Now we're seeing, in an announcement from Mississippi State Health Officer, a
rate of fetal death after 20 weeks gestation in unvaccinated, infected pregnant people which is twice the
normal background rate. There have been 72 such in the state, apparently half of which would today be
preventable with vaccination.

We've discussed data from Israel on third doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, but these data were in
preprint at the time. Now they've been peer-reviewed and will be published in the New England Journal
of Medicine next week before the FDA's Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee
meeting on the 17th. Third doses were started on August 1 in Israel and have been administered to 2.8
million people so this study is consequential to the decision this Committee will make. To review, more
than a million Israelis over 60 received a third dose between July 30 and August 22, and 12 or more days
after that dose was administered, the relative risk of infection had decreased more than 11 times and
the relative risk of severe disease had decreased more than 10 times from the pre-third-dose risk level.

A second study from Israel, also due to be published in the same publication and also before the meet-
ing, seems to indicate that in people over 60 protection from the vaccine does, indeed, wane with time.
People who received their second dose in March were 60 percent more protected against infection than
those who received it in January; they were 70 percent more protected against severe Covid-19. This
would appear to indicate a need for third doses in this age group; whether this warrants a third dose as
a routine matter is what the Committee will need to sort out.

We have an outbreak in non-human primates again, this one in the lowland gorillas at Zoo Atlanta. The
animals presented with coughing, nasal discharge and changes in appetite. The rest of the zoo’s gorillas
are being tested, and the infected gorillas are being treated with monoclonal antibodies. Arrangements are
being made to vaccinate the zoo’s gorilla population after they’ve recovered; the orangutans, tigers, lions,
and leopards are being vaccinated sooner. I should mention the vaccines and treatments in use here are
not those approved for use in humans; they are receiving products formulated for veterinary use. Unlike
humans, these critters are not raiding the supplies of drugs meant for other species.

And there we are for today. Take care and be well. We'll talk in a few days.
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Yard of the Week
The Arlys Kluess yard at 401 N. 5th St. was chosen as last week’s Yard of the Week. The
Yard of the Week is picked by members of the Groton Garden Club. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Seniors painting up the town!
Well, just the street in downtown Groton. Groton Area will be celebrating homecom-
ing week and the seniors were out in full force paining Main Street Sunday evening.
(Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Seniors Painting
Main Street

(Photos by Paul Kosel)
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Showers and storms are expected to spread across the area throughout the day and into this afternoon
A few of these storms could become strong to severe. Dry conditions are expected on Tuesday.




Groton Datly Independent

Monday, Sept. 13, 2021 ~ Vol. 30 - No. 068 ~ 14 of 70
Today in Weather History

September 13, 1928: An estimated F4 tornado traveled across Yankton and Turner County. An entire
farm was swept away just as the family was about to enter the storm cellar. A man and his daughter were
killed. A woman was Kkilled in the town of Davis, in Turner County. Nine homes were destroyed, 52 were
damaged, and 13 people were injured in Davis.

823: A strong category 1 or low category 2 hurricane struck near New Orleans, Louisiana and went
toward Baton Rouge. Its strongest impacts occurred west of New Orleans.

1944: The destroyer USS Warrington was sunk by the Great Atlantic Hurricane 300 miles east of Cape
Canaveral, Florida. 247 men were lost in the tragedy.

1978: Little Rock, Arkansas saw 8.10 inches of rain which caused major flash flooding. Ten people were
killed.

1988: Hurricane Gilbert smashed into the Cayman Islands, and as it headed for the Yucatan Peninsula
of Mexico strengthened into a monster hurricane, packing winds of 175 mph. The barometric pressure at
the center of Gilbert reached 888 mb, a record for any hurricane in the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, or the
Atlantic Ocean until Hurricane Wilma in 2005. Gilbert covered much of the Gulf of Mexico, producing rain
as far away as the Florida Keys.

2008: Hurricane Ike made landfall as a Category 2 storm near Galveston, Texas.

2017: The NWS Office in Reno, Nevada, issued their first tornado warning since July 21st, 2014.

1922 - The temperature at El Azizia in Libyia soared to 136 degrees to estbalish a world record. To make
matters worse, a severe ghibi (dust storm) was in progress. (The Weather Channel)

1928 - Hurricane San Felipe crossed Puerto Rico resulting in the highest winds, the heaviest rains, and
the greatest destruction in years. The hurricane produced much damage in the Virgin Islands, and later
hit the Bahamas and Florida. (David Ludlum)

1984 - Hurricane Diana, after making a complete loop off the Carolina coast, made landfall and moved
across eastern North Carolina. Diana deluged Cape Fear with more than eighteen inches of rain, and
caused 78 million dollars damage in North Carolina. (Storm Data)

1987 - Showers and thunderstorms produced heavy rain in the northeastern U.S. Flooding was reported
in Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Greenwood NY received 6.37 inches of rain. A dike
along a creek at Prattsburg NY gave way and a two million dollar onion crop left on the ground to dry was
washed away. The prolonged rains in the eastern U.S. finally came to an end late in the day as a cold front
began to push the warm and humid airmass out to sea. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Hurricane Gilbert smashed into the Cayman Islands, and as it headed for the Yucatan peninsula
of Mexico strenghtened into a monster hurricane, packing winds of 175 mph. The barometric pressure at
the center of Gilbert reached 26.13 inches (888 mb), an all-time record for any hurricane in the Carribean,
Gulf of Mexico, or the Atlantic Ocean. Gilbert covered much of the Gulf of Mexico, producing rain as far
away as the Florida Keys. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Unseasonably cool weather prevailed over the Central Plains Region, with a record low of 29
degrees at North Platte NE. Unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the Pacific Northwest, with a
record high of 96 degrees at Eugene OR. Thunderstorms over south Texas produced wind gusts to 69
mph at Del Rio, and two inches of rain in two hours. (National Weather Summary)
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Yesterday’'s Groton Weather Today’s Info
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EVERYONE HAS A PART

Martin Luther, who is recognized for his work in reforming the church, had one deep desire that drove
him every day of his life: he wanted everyone to have a copy of the Bible and a song book in their own
language. He had an unswerving belief that people needed God to speak to them directly through His
Word and the songs they sang during times of worship at home. This was not a new idea, but one that
had its beginnings in the earliest churches as they gathered together to worship the Lord.

Music and God’s Word have always been a very important ingredient in worship. When there is joy in the
hearts of the faithful, praising God is a natural part of life and is always evident in times of worship. With
shame and sorrow, the Hebrews, when they were captives of Babylon, admitted this in Psalm 137:4. As
their captors ridiculed them, they said, “"How can we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign land?”
Sin separated them from their God, and they lost the joy of their salvation. Sin does the same in our lives.

In the Old Testament we find many occasions of God’s children coming together to sing and shout and
praise the Lord. In Psalm 95:1 the “worship leader” looked at the crowd before him and said let’s “sing for
joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.” That invitation remains open to us today.

When we pause and ponder the grace and goodness of God in saving us and becoming our “Rock” - our
only source of safety and security - it is a great time to lift our voices in worship. Scripture often reminds
us that “He has put a new song in our heart!”

Prayer: Help us, Father, to rejoice in the goodness of Your grace and lift our voices in shouts of joy and
praise. May our songs of joy be pleasing to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salva-
tion. Psalm 95:1
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2021 Community Events
Cancelled Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year)
03/27/2021 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
04/10/2021 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the American Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/24/2021 Firemen'’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/25/2021 Princess Prom (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/01/2021 Lions Club Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/31/2021 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
6/7-9/2021 St. John’s Lutheran Church VBS
06/17/2021 Groton Transit Fundraiser, 4-7 p.m.
06/18/2021 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
06/19/2021 U8 Baseball Tournament
06/19/2021 Postponed to Aug. 28th: Lions Crazy Golf Fest at Olive Grove Golf Course, Noon
06/26/2021 U10 Baseball Tournament
06/27/2021 U12 Baseball Tournament
07/04/2021 Firecracker Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
07/11/2021 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 10am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
07/22/2021 Pro-Am Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/30/2021-08/03/2021 State “B” American Legion Baseball Tournament in Groton
08/06/2021 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course
08/13/2021 Groton Basketball Golf Tournament
Cancelled Lions Club Crazy Golf Fest 9am Olive Grove Golf Course
08/29/2021 Groton Firemen Summer Splash Day at GHS Parking Lot (4-5 p.m.)
09/11/2021 Lions Club Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/12/2021 Sunflower Classic Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
09/18-19 Groton Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/08/2021 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
10/09/2021 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm (Saturday before Columbus Day)
10/29/2021 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm
10/29/2021 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
11/13/2021 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party (Saturday closest to Veteran's Day)
11/25/2021 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/04/2021 Olive Grove Tour of Homes
12/11/2021 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-Noon
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News from the AP Associated Press

Tropical Storm Nicholas threatens Gulf Coast with heavy rain

HOUSTON (AP) — Tropical Storm Nicholas was strengthening just off the Gulf Coast and could make
landfall in Texas as a hurricane Monday as it brings heavy rain and floods to coastal areas from Mexico
to storm-battered Louisiana.

Forecasters at the National Hurricane Center in Miami said top sustained winds reached 60 mph (95 kph).
It was traveling north-northwest at 14 mph (22 kph) on a forecast track to pass near the South Texas
coast later Monday, then move onshore along the coast of south or central Texas by Monday evening.

Nicholas was centered roughly 45 miles (75 kilometers) southeast of the mouth of the Rio Grande River,
and 200 miles (325 kilometers) south of Port O‘Connor, Texas, as of Monday morning.

A hurricane watch was issued from Port Aransas to Freeport, Texas. Much of the state’s coastline was
under a tropical storm warning as the system was expected to bring heavy rain that could cause flash
floods and urban flooding.

Rainfall totals of up to 10 inches (25 centimeters) in Texas and southwest Louisiana were expected, with
isolated maximum amounts of 20 inches (50 centimeters) across portions of coastal Texas from Sunday
night through midweek.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said the state has placed rescue teams and resources in the Houston area and
along the Texas Gulf Coast.

“This is a storm that could leave heavy rain, as well as wind and probably flooding, in various different
regions along the Gulf Coast. We urge you to listen to local weather alerts, heed local warnings,” Abbott
said in a video message.

Nicholas is headed toward the same area of Texas that was hit hard by Hurricane Harvey in 2017. That
storm made landfall in the middle Texas coast then stalled for four days, dropping more than 60 inches
(152 cm) of rain in parts of southeast Texas. Harvey was blamed for at least 68 deaths.

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards on Sunday night declared a state of emergency ahead of the storm’s
arrival in a state still recovering from Hurricane Ida and last year’s Hurricane Laura and historic flooding.

“The most severe threat to Louisiana is in the southwest portion of the state, where recovery from
Hurricane Laura and the May flooding is ongoing. In this area heavy rain and flash flooding are possible.
However, it is also likely that all of south Louisiana will see heavy rain this week, including areas recently
affected by Hurricane Ida,” Edwards said.

The storm was expected to bring the heaviest rainfall west of where Hurricane Ida slammed into Loui-
siana two weeks ago. Although forecasters did not expect Louisiana to suffer from strong winds again,
meteorologist Bob Henson at Yale Climate Connections predicted rainfall could still plague places where
the hurricane toppled homes, paralyzed electrical and water infrastructure and left at least 26 people dead.

“There could be several inches of rain across southeast Louisiana, where Ida struck,” Henson said in an
email.

Across Louisiana, just over 110,000 customers remained without power early Monday, according to the
utility tracking site poweroutage.us.

The storm is projected to move slowly up the coastland and could bring torrential rain over several days,
said meteorologist Donald Jones of the National Weather Service in Lake Charles, Louisiana.

“Heavy rain, flash flooding appears to be the biggest threat across our region,” he said.

While Lake Charles received minimal impact from Ida, the city saw multiple wallops from Hurricane Laura
and Hurricane Delta in 2020, a winter storm in February as well as historic flooding this spring.

“We are still a very battered city,” Lake Charles Mayor Nic Hunter said.

He said the city is taking the threat of the storm seriously, as it does all tropical systems.

“Hope and prayer is not a good game plan,” Hunter said.

In Cameron Parish in coastal Louisiana, Scott Trahan is still finishing repairs on his home damaged from
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last year’s Hurricane Laura that put about 2 feet of water in his house. He hopes to be finished by Christ-
mas. He said many in his area have moved instead of rebuilding.

“If you get your butt whipped about four times, you are not going to get back up again. You are going
to go somewhere else,” Trahan said.

Colorado State University hurricane researcher Phil Klotzbach said via Twitter that Nicholas is the 14th
named storm of 2021 Atlantic hurricane season. Only 4 other years since 1966 have had 14 or more named
storms by Sept. 12: 2005, 2011, 2012 and 2020.

North Korea says it tested new long-range cruise missiles

By KIM TONG-HYUNG Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea said Monday that it successfully tested newly developed long-
range cruise missiles over the weekend, the first known testing activity in months, underscoring how the
country continues to expand its military capabilities amid a stalemate in nuclear negotiations with the
United States.

The state-run Korean Central News Agency reported that the missiles showed they can hit targets 1,500
kilometers (930 miles) away on Saturday and Sunday. State media published photos of a projectile being
fired from a launcher truck and what looked like a missile traveling in the air.

The North hailed its new missiles as a “strategic weapon of great significance” — wording that implies
they were developed with the intent to arm them with nuclear warheads.

North Korea says it needs nuclear weapons in order to deter what it claims is hostility from the U.S.
and South Korea — and has long attempted to use the threat of such an arsenal to extract much-needed
economic aid or otherwise apply pressure. The North and ally China faced off against South Korea and
U.S.-led U.N. forces in the 1950-53 Korean War, a conflict that ended in an armistice that has yet to be
replaced with a peace treaty.

The international community is bent on getting the North to abandon its nuclear arsenal and has long
used a combination of the threat of sanctions and the promise of economic help to try to influence the
North. But U.S.-led negotiations on the nuclear issue have been stalled since the collapse of a summit
between North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and then-U.S. President Donald Trump in 2019. At that time,
the Americans rejected Kim’s demand for major sanctions relief in exchange for dismantling an aging
nuclear complex.

North Korea ended a yearlong pause in ballistic tests in March by firing two short-range missiles into the
sea, continuing a tradition of testing new U.S. administrations to measure Washington’s response. Kim's
government has so far rejected the Biden administration’s overtures for dialogue, demanding that Wash-
ington abandon its “hostile” policies first — a reference to the U.S. maintaining sanctions and a military
alliance with South Korea.

The United States keeps about 28,000 troops in South Korea to help deter potential aggression from
North Korea, a legacy of the Korean War.

There hadn’t been any known test launches for months since March, as Kim focused his efforts on fend-
ing off the coronavirus and salvaging an economy damaged by sanctions, bad flooding in recent summers,
and border closures amid the coronavirus pandemic. Experts have warned that the economic situation is
dire, although monitoring groups have yet to detect signs of mass starvation or major instability.

The report of the tests comes before U.S. President Joe Biden’s special representative for North Korea,
Sung Kim, was to meet his South Korean and Japanese counterparts in Tokyo on Tuesday to discuss the
stalled nuclear diplomacy with North Korea.

South Korea’s military is analyzing the North Korean launches based on U.S. and South Korean intelligence,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a statement. South Korean Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong said after a
meeting with Australia’s foreign and defense ministers that the resumption of testing activity illustrates an
urgent need for reviving diplomacy with the North.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command said it was monitoring the situation with allies and that the North Korean
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activity reflects a continuing focus on “developing its military program and the threats that poses to its
neighbors and the international community.” Japan said it was “extremely concerned.”

While the cruise missiles were clearly aimed at sending a message to Washington, the tests may indi-
cate that the North is struggling with more provocative weapons systems and might not garner much of
a response, said Du Hyeogn Cha, an analyst at Seoul’s Asan Institute for Policy Studies.

China, the North’s staunchest ally, didn't comment on the missiles when asked. A spokesperson for its
Foreign Ministry, Zhao Lijian, only urged “all parties concerned to exercise restraint, move in the same
direction, actively engage in dialogue and contact” to reach a political settlement.

Kim doubled down on his pledge to bolster his nuclear deterrent in the face of U.S. sanctions and pres-
sure at a congress of the ruling Workers’ Party in January. He issued a long wish list of new sophisticated
equipment, including longer-range intercontinental ballistic missiles, nuclear-powered submarines, spy
satellites and tactical nuclear weapons.

KCNA said the missiles tested over the weekend traveled for 126 minutes above North Korean territory
before hitting their targets.

“In all, the efficiency and practicality of the weapon system operation was confirmed to be excellent,”
it said.

It appeared that Kim wasn't in attendance to observe the tests. KCNA said Kim’s top military official,
Pak Jong Chon, observed the test-firings and called for the country’s defense scientists to go “all out to
increase” the North’s military capabilities.

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato said North Korean missiles of such range would pose
a “serious threat to the peace and safety of Japan and its surrounding areas.”

He said Tokyo was working with Washington and Seoul to gather information on North Korea’s latest
tests but said there was no immediate indication that the weapons reached inside Japan’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

Kim's powerful sister last month hinted that North Korea was ready to resume weapons testing while is-
suing a statement berating the United States and South Korea for continuing their joint military exercises,
which she said was the “most vivid expression of U.S. hostile policy.”

The allies say their drills are defensive in nature, but they have canceled or downsized them in recent
years to create space for diplomacy or in response to COVID-19.

The latest tests came after Kim threw an unusual parade last week that was a marked departure from
past militaristic displays, showcasing anti-virus workers in hazmat suits and civil defense organizations
involved in industrial work and rebuilding communities destroyed by floods.

Experts said the parade was focused on domestic unity as Kim faces perhaps his toughest test, with his
economy in tatters.

Associated Press writers Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul and Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo contributed to this report.

Energized pope cracks jokes, greets fans in Slovakia

By NICOLE WINFIELD and KAREL JANICEK Associated Press

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) — Pope Francis cracked jokes Monday and took an ambling walk to greet
well-wishers as he opened his first full day in Slovakia in good health and spirits ahead of a solemn en-
counter with the country’s Jewish community.

Francis arrived at the presidential palace, and later at the capital’s St. Martin cathedral, looking rested
and energized on the second day of his four-day pilgrimage to Hungary and Slovakia, which marks his first
international outing since undergoing intestinal surgery in July.

“I'm still alive!” Francis quipped when asked by an Italian journalist how he was feeling as he walked up
a ramp into the cathedral for a meeting with Slovak priests and nuns, where he cracked a series of jokes
in a sign he was in good spirits.

Francis, 84, has been recovering after having 33 centimeters (13 inches) of his colon removed for what
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the Vatican said was a severe narrowing of the large intestine. He has seemed in good form, though he
used a golf cart buggy indoors on Sunday during a rigorous few hours in Budapest to limit a long walk,
and has been delivering some speeches sitting down.

But he stood for a long time to greet priests and bishops — nearly all of them maskless — at the end
of his meeting. And he then took an extended walk around the cathedral piazza to greet pilgrims, clearly
enjoying the welcome and enthusiasm of the crowd after the coronavirus put a stop to his global travels
for over a year.

At his first stop of the day at the Bratislava presidential palace, Francis told President Zuzana Caputova,
Slovakia’s first female president, that the coronavirus pandemic had been the greatest test in recent his-
tory, but that it should offer a lesson for the future.

“It has taught us how easy it is, even when we are all in the same boat, to withdraw and think only of
ourselves. Let us instead set out anew from the realization that all of us are frail and in need of others.”

Ahead of a rigorous two days hop-scotching around Slovakia, Francis is spending Monday in Bratislava
where the highlight of his visit is an afternoon encounter at the capital’s Holocaust memorial, built on the
site of a synagogue destroyed by the communist regime in the 1960s.

He goes into the event having called on Sunday for Christians and Jews to work together to stop the
rise of antisemitism in Europe, saying it is a “fuse which must not be allowed to burn.”

Slovakia declared its independence from Czechoslovakia on March 14, 1939, and became a Nazi puppet
state with politician and Roman Catholic priest Jozef Tiso becoming the country’s president.

Under his rule, the country adopted strict anti-Jewish laws and deported some 75,000 Jews to Nazi death
camps where some 68,000 perished. Tiso was sentenced to death and hanged in 1947.

Now, only about 5,000 Jews live in Slovakia, a largely Roman Catholic country of 5.5 million currently
ruled by a four-party center-right coalition government.

Just last week, the government formally apologized for the racial laws that stripped the country’s Jews
of their human and civil rights, prevented their access to education and authorized the transfer of their
property to non-Jewish owners.

Marking the 80th anniversary of the “Jewish Code” adopted on Sept 9, 1941, the government said in a
statement Sept. 8 that it “feels a moral obligation today to publicly express sorrow over the crimes com-
mitted by the past regime.”

The code was considered one of the toughest anti-Jewish laws adopted in Europe during the war.

Slovakia is now home to the far-right People’s Party Our Slovakia, which has had members in Slovakia’s
Parliament since 2016. The party openly advocates the legacy of the Slovak Nazi puppet World War II
state. Its members use Nazi salutes and want Slovakia out of the European Union and NATO.

Janicek contributed from Prague, Czech Republic. AP visual journalist Fanuel Morelli contributed.

House Democrats post record August fundraising ahead of 2022

By WILL WEISSERT Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The campaign organization aiming to maintain Democratic control of the House
in the 2022 midterm races raised $10 million last month, its best August haul ever during a year without
a national election.

The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee says that nearly 250,000 grassroots donors pro-
vided $6.6 million, accounting for two-thirds of its monthly total, according to numbers shared with The
Associated Press before a public filing deadline.

That total included transfers worth more than $1 million from other Democratic campaign accounts.
The largest, from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, was worth nearly $800,000. The committee’s fundraising
last month topped its last off-year August, in 2019, by more than $2.8 million, and it entered September
debt-free and with $53.3 million cash on hand.

The National Republican Congressional Committee said its August figures weren't yet available, but an-
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nounced raising $7 million in July compared to the $11.3 million its Democratic counterpart collected over
the same month.

That followed the Republican House campaign committee outraising the Democratic committee $45.4
million to $36.5 million through the year’s second quarter, which ended June 30.

Both sides’ strong fundraising during the summer vacation season, and with the next national election
more than a year away, only adds to midterm political stakes that are already high. Democrats have narrow
majorities in both congressional chambers, but the party controlling the White House often loses House
and Senate seats in subsequent elections.

A resurgent pandemic could add to Democratic political headwinds. The U.S. is now seeing nearly twice
the number of coronavirus deaths compared to the same time last year.

Amid polling falling to the lowest levels of his time in the White House, President Joe Biden has an-
nounced new federal rules that could require millions of unvaccinated Americans to get inoculated.

New York Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney, chair of the House Democratic campaign arm, said Democratic
fundraising was helped by Republicans in Congress uniformly voting against the popular COVID-19 relief
bill, the insurrection by a mob loyal to then-President Donald Trump and sweeping new voting and abor-
tion restrictions in state legislatures in Texas and elsewhere.

“Our grassroots support is proof positive the American people believe in protecting a woman'’s right to
make choices about her own body, defending our democracy from attacks by insurrectionists, and want
to protect the health and economic progress Democrats delivered,” Maloney said.

Militia leader to be sentenced in Minnesota mosque bombing

By AMY FORLITI Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — The leader of an Illinois anti-government militia group who authorities say mas-
terminded the 2017 bombing of a Minnesota mosque is to be sentenced Monday for several civil rights
and hate crimes in an attack that terrified a community.

Emily Claire Hari, who was previously known as Michael Hari and recently said she is transgender, faces
a mandatory minimum of 30 years in prison for the attack on Dar al-Farooq Islamic Center in Bloomington.
Defense attorneys are asking for the minimum, but prosecutors are seeking a life sentence, saying Hari
hasn't taken responsibility for the attack.

“This bomb — the Defendant’s bomb — was an act of terror intended to destroy the heart of a commu-
nity,” prosecutors wrote in papers asking for a life sentence. While no one was physically hurt, prosecu-
tors wrote, “the Defendant irrevocably destroyed the sense of safety and peace that a house of worship
is supposed to provide.”

Hari was convicted in December on five counts, including damaging property because of its religious
character and obstructing the free exercise of religious beliefs. She did not testify at trial and it was un-
known if she would make a statement at sentencing.

Mohamed Omar, executive director at Dar al-Farooq, said he hopes Hari gets a life sentence to show
that white supremacy won't be tolerated and people shouldn't be deprived of freedom to worship. Omar
said he and other community members plan to make victim impact statements at the hearing.

“We just lost a sense of security,” Omar said, adding that Hari’s attack made the mosque a “hot spot
for harassment or intimidation and made people uncomfortable to worship. "It became a struggle for us.

Several men were gathered at Dar al-Farooq for early morning prayers on Aug. 5, 2017, when a pipe
bomb was thrown through the window of an imam’s office. A seven-month investigation led authorities to
Clarence, Illinois, a rural community about 120 miles (190 kilometers) south of Chicago, where Hari and
co-defendants Michael McWhorter and Joe Morris lived.

Authorities say Hari, 50, led a group called the White Rabbits that included McWhorter, Morris and others
and that Hari came up with the plan to attack the mosque. Prosecutors said at trial that she was motivated
by hatred for Muslims, citing excerpts from Hari’s manifesto known as The White Rabbit Handbook.

McWhorter and Morris, who portrayed Hari as a father figure, each pleaded guilty to five counts and

n
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testified against her. They are awaiting sentencing.

It wasn't initially clear how the White Rabbits became aware of Dar al-Farooq, but the mosque was in
headlines in the years before the attack: Some young people from Minnesota who traveled to Syria to join
the Islamic State group had worshipped there. Mosque leaders were never accused of any wrongdoing.
Hari’s attorneys wrote in court filings that she was a victim of online misinformation about the mosque.

Assistant federal defender Shannon Elkins also said gender dysphoria fueled Hari’s “inner conflict,”
saying she wanted to transition but knew she would be ostracized, so she formed a “rag-tag group of
freedom fighters or militia men” and “secretly looked up ‘sex change,’ ‘transgender surgery,” and ‘post-op
transgender’ on the internet.”

Prosecutors said gender dysphoria is not an excuse and said using it “to deflect guilt is offensive.”

Hari has raised other issues with the court since she has been in custody. Hours after her conviction,
Hari called the Star Tribune and said she was going on a hunger strike, calling the trial a “sham.”

Last week, she sought to delay her sentencing, citing upcoming medical appointments for hormone
replacement therapy and to treat what her attorney called a life-threatening allergy, but a judge refused.
And before revealing her issues with gender dysphoria, she also sued authorities at the Minnesota jail
where she was housed, saying she objected to having a female conduct a pat-down search for religious
reasons. That lawsuit was dismissed.

In their request for a life sentence, prosecutors are seeking several sentencing enhancements, arguing
the bombing was a hate crime led by Hari. They also say Hari committed obstruction when she tried to
escape from custody during her transfer from Illinois to Minnesota for trial in February 2019. Hari denies
trying to flee.

Hari, a former sheriff’s deputy and self-described entrepreneur and watermelon farmer, has written self-
published books, including essays on religion, and has floated ideas for a border wall with Mexico. She
gained attention on the “Dr. Phil” talk show after she fled to the South American nation of Belize in the
early 2000s during a custody dispute. She was convicted of child abduction and sentenced to probation.

Hari also sued the federal government, accusing it of cutting in on her food-safety business.

Before her 2018 arrest in the mosque bombing, she used the screen name “lllinois Patriot” to post more
than a dozen videos to YouTube, most of them anti-government monologues. In one video just days before
her arrest, Hari said FBI and local law enforcement were terrorizing Clarence and she asked “freedom-
loving people everywhere to come and help us.”

Hari, McWhorter and Morris were also charged in a failed November 2017 attack on an abortion clinic
in Champaign, Illinois. Plea agreements for McWhorter and Morris say the men participated in an armed
home invasion in Indiana, and the armed robberies or attempted armed robberies of two Walmart stores
in Illinois.

UN seeks $606 million for Afghanistan after Taliban takeover

By JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press

GENEVA (AP) — The United Nations is hosting a high-level donors conference on Monday to drum up
emergency funds for Afghanistan after last month’s Taliban takeover of the country that stunned the world.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres was leading the world body’s call for more than $600 million
for the rest of this year in a “flash appeal” for Afghans after their country’s government was toppled by
the Taliban and U.S. and NATO forces exited the 20-year war in a chaotic departure.

There are concerns that instability and upended humanitarian efforts, compounded by an ongoing
drought, could further endanger lives and plunge Afghanistan toward famine.

The conference will put to the test some Western governments and other big traditional U.N. donors
who want to help everyday Afghans without handing a public relations victory or cash to the Taliban, who
ousted the internationally backed government in a lightning sweep.

The U.N. says “recent developments” have increased the vulnerability of Afghans who have already been
facing decades of deprivation and violence. A severe drought is jeopardizing the upcoming harvest, and
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hunger has been rising. The U.N.’s World Food Program is to be a major beneficiary of any funds collected
during Monday'’s conference.

Along with its partners, the U.N. is seeking $606 million for the rest of the year to help 11 million people.

Coinciding with Monday’s conference in Geneva, the head of the U.N. refugee agency, Filippo Grandi,
made a previously unannounced visit to Kabul. He wrote on Twitter that he would assess humanitarian
needs and the situation of 3.5 million displaced Afghans — including over 500,000 who have been dis-
placed this year alone.

Officials at UNHCR have expressed concerns that some people could try to seek refuge in what have been
traditional havens for fleeing Afghans in neighboring Pakistan and Iran, which both have large populations
of Afghans who had fled their country earlier to escape war and violence.

The Taliban seized power on Aug. 15, the day they overran Kabul after capturing outlying provinces in
the blitz campaign. They initially promised inclusiveness and a general amnesty for former opponents, but
many Afghans remain deeply fearful of the new rulers. Taliban police officials have beaten Afghan journal-
ists, violently dispersed women’s protests and formed an all-male government despite saying initially they
would invite broader representation.

The world has been watching closely to see how Afghanistan under a Taliban government might be dif-
ferent from the first time the Islamic militants were in power, in the late 1990s. During that era, the Taliban
imposed a harsh rule of their interpretation of Islamic law. Girls and women were denied an education,
and were excluded from public life.

Also on Monday, a Pakistan International Airlines plane charted by the World Bank landed at Kabul's
airport to evacuate more people, according to Abullah Hafeez Khan, a spokesman for the airline. Pakistan
has halted commercial flights to Kabul because of security reasons, and the airline has no plans so far to
resume commercial flights.

Last Thursday, an estimated 200 foreigners, including Americans, left Afghanistan on a Qatar Airways
flight out of Kabul with the cooperation of the Taliban — the first such large-scale departure since U.S.
forces completed their frantic withdrawal on Aug. 30.

Many thousands of Afghans remain desperate to get out, too, afraid of what Taliban rule might hold.
The Taliban have repeatedly said foreigners and Afghans with proper travel documents could leave. But
their assurances have been met with skepticism, and many Afghans have been unable to obtain certain
paperwork.

Abdul Hadi Hamdani, head of Kabul’s airport, said Monday that all domestic flights were back to their
regular schedule but that “some technical problems need to be solved” before international flights can
resume. Members of the border police who previously worked at the airport have been called back to
resume their duties.

Associated Press writers Munir Ahmed in Islamabad and Rahim Faiez in Istanbul contributed to this report.

Biden to survey wildfire damage, make case for spending plan

By AAMER MADHANI and ALEXANDRA JAFFE Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — President Joe Biden will promote his administration’s use of the Defense
Production Act to aid in wildfire preparedness during a western swing in which he’ll survey wildfire dam-
age in Idaho and California.

The administration activated the wartime provision in early August to boost the supply of fire hoses for
the U.S. Forest Service, by helping to ease supply chain issues affecting the agency’s primary firehose
supplier. It marks the second use of the wartime law, after the president used it to boost vaccine supplies,
and the administration had not previously announced it publicly.

The use of the Defense Production Act helped an Oklahoma City nonprofit called NewView Oklahoma,
which provides the bulk of the U.S. Forest Service’s hoses, obtain needed supplies to produce and ship
415 miles of firehoses. Biden planned to showcase the move as part of broader remarks on the work his
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administration has done to address yet another devastating wildfire season across the western U.S.

The president planned to deliver remarks during a visit Monday to the National Interagency Fire Center
in Boise, Idaho, and then travel to Sacramento, California, where he'll survey wildfire damage. He'll wrap
up the day in Long Beach for an election-eve event with California Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom, who
faces a recall vote on Tuesday.

Biden’s western visit is aimed primarily at drumming up support for his massive $3.5 trillion spending
plan by linking it to beating back wildfires and upgrading social programs.

In the two-day trip, which includes a stop in Colorado on Tuesday, Biden is looking to connect the dots
for Americans between the increasing frequency of wildfires in the West — as well other extreme weather
events around the country — and the need to invest billions in combating the climate crisis as well as in
a vast expansion of the social safety net.

His eleventh-hour pitch Monday in California comes the day before voters head to the polls to decide
whether to recall Newsom and then replace him with Republican and talk-show host Larry Elder, who's
seen as the leading GOP alternative to Newsom, or any of the dozens of other candidates on the ballot.

The White House is trying to turn the corner after a difficult month consumed by a chaotic and violent
withdrawal from Afghanistan and the surging delta variant upending what the president had hoped would
mark a summer in which the nation was finally freed from the coronavirus.

Over the weekend, Biden acknowledged that his polling numbers have dipped in recent weeks, but argued
his agenda is “overwhelmingly popular” with Americans. He said he expects his Republican opponents will
seek to attack him instead of debating him on the merits of his spending plan.

“You're going to see — and I get it — a lot more direct attacks on me, not what I'm for,” Biden told
reporters on Saturday. “I'm a big boy. I've been doing this a long time.”

In addition to Republican opposition, Biden still needs to overcome the skepticism of two key centrist
Democrats in the closely divided Senate. Sens. Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Krysten Sinema of Arizona
have expressed concerns about the size of the $3.5 trillion spending package.

The climate provisions in Biden’s budget include tax incentives for clean energy and electric vehicles,
investments to transition the economy away from fossil fuels and toward renewable sources such as wind
and solar power, and creation of a civilian climate corps.

The president is scheduled to head to Denver on Tuesday to continue to plug his economic agenda.

The stop in Idaho, a state he lost by more than 30 percentage points last year, will offer Biden a deep-
red backdrop to argue that making investments to combat the climate crisis should be a priority across
party lines. Idaho and California have seen wildfire season turn into a year-round scourge.

The Biden administration in June laid out a strategy to deal with the growing wildfire threat, which
included hiring more federal firefighters and implementing new technologies to detect and address fires
quickly. Last month, the president approved a disaster declaration for California, providing federal aid for
the counties affected by the Dixie and River fires. Just ahead of Monday’s visit he issued another disaster
declaration for the state, this time aimed at areas affected by the Caldor Fire.

Biden traveled recently to New York, New Jersey and Louisiana to survey damage caused by Hurricane
Ida. He declared it a “code red” moment for the nation to act on climate during a visit to a New York City
neighborhood impacted by Ida.

“Folks, the evidence is clear: Climate change poses an existential threat to our lives, to our economy,
he said during the New York visit. "And the threat is here; it's not going to get any better. The question:
Can it get worse? We can stop it from getting worse.”
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Allegations fly as recall vote looms for California’s Newsom
By MICHAEL R. BLOOD and EUGENE GARCIA Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — In a blitz of TV ads and a last-minute rally, California Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom urged voters Sunday to turn back a looming recall vote that could remove him from office, while
leading Republican Larry Elder broadly criticized the media for what he described as double standards that
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insulated Newsom from criticism and scrutiny throughout the contest.

The sunny, late-summer weekend was a swirl of political activity, as candidates held rallies, continued
bus tours and cluttered the TV airwaves with advertising offering their closing arguments in advance of
the election that concludes Tuesday.

Newsom — who is expecting President Joe Biden on Monday for a capstone get-out-the-vote rally in
Long Beach — was in a largely Hispanic area on the northern edge of Los Angeles, where he sought to
drive up turnout with the key voting bloc.

Elder also was in Los Angeles, where he was joined by activist and former actress Rose McGowan, who
repeated her claims from recent days that Newsom’s wife, Jennifer Siebel Newsom, attempted to per-
suade her in 2017 not to go public with her allegations of sexual misconduct against Hollywood producer
Harvey Weinstein.

Siebel Newsom'’s office described the allegations as a “complete fabrication.” In a brief interview with
The Associated Press, Newsom characterized McGowan'’s claims as a “last-minute classic hit piece” from
one of Elder’s supporters.

The governor called Elder desperate and grasping, saying McGowan'’s claims about his wife “just shows
you how low things go in campaigns these days.”

He echoed his earlier criticism of Elder, saying the conservative talk show host and lawyer “doesn’t
believe that women have the right to their own reproductive freedoms, he’s devoutly opposed to Roe v.
Wade, doesn't believe there’s a glass ceiling, doesn't believe in pay equity laws.”

During her appearance, McGowan spoke warmly of Elder and lambasted Hollywood Democrats who she
said traumatized her life. She now lives in Mexico.

“Do I agree with him on all points? No,” McGowan said. “So what. He is the better candidate. He is the
better man.”

The last-minute exchange highlighted growing tensions in the election, which largely grew out frustra-
tion with Newsom'’s pandemic orders that shuttered schools and businesses during the pandemic. Voting
concludes Tuesday. Recent polling shows Newsom is likely to hold his job.

As Newsom'’s “first partner,” Siebel Newsom, an actress turned documentary filmmaker, has championed
gender equality and society’s treatment of women and families.

McGowan, 48, who is known for her role in the “Scream” movie franchise, was one of the earliest of
dozens of women to accuse Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein of sexual misconduct, making her a
major figure in the #MeToo movement.

Elder, who could become the state