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I seen this post on Patti Woods’ Facebook Page. Someone had a drone and took this photo of Locke-Karst Field from the 
air. What is neat is how the outfield is mowed. Aaron Severson did a neat job in perfecting the pattern in the outfield. This 
was taken of the opening ceremony.

Iron Warrior give $2,500 to Schinkel/Kulm
The Iron Warriors poker run was held Saturday, July 31, starting and ending in Groton. The Iron Warriors is made up of 

fire fighters and police officers. A check for $2,500 was given to Jasmine Schinkel in memory of Casey Kulm. Kulm was 
also a firefighter. The Schinkel/Kulm family members are pictured in the green shirts as the bike riders gathered behind 
for a photo opp. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Alcohol and tobacco sales soared in South 
Dakota during COVID-19 pandemic

By: Danielle Ferguson
South Dakota News Watch

South Dakotans bought far more alcohol 
and tobacco than usual during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and some healthcare professionals 
are concerned that residents who consumed 
more of the unhealthy products could suffer 
long-term physical and mental health conse-
quences.

Health experts say the pandemic brought 
on social isolation, job loss, grief and ongoing 
anxiety about the future, all factors that likely 
contributed to heightened use of alcohol and 
tobacco.

In South Dakota, gross sales in liquor stores 
increased by about 21% from 2019 to 2020, 
from roughly $96 million in 2019 to about $117 
million in 2020, according to state Department 
of Revenue data. The rise in alcohol sales 
during the pandemic came after alcohol tax 
collections had fallen by 9% in the year prior 
to the arrival of COVID-19.

Gross sales at tobacco stores and stands 
rose by 42% from 2019 to 2020, from about 
$17 million to $24 million. 

Retail sales data for alcohol are highly 
relevant in terms of understanding alcohol 
consumption in the pandemic era since many 
bars and restaurants were closed or saw 
significantly slower sales in the early stages 
of the pandemic. The sales figures include all 
items sold at liquor stores and smoke shops, 
which could include non-alcoholic or tobacco-
free products.

The higher alcohol sales have already re-
sulted in a greater need for addiction services 
in South Dakota.

Avera Behavioral Health in South Dakota 
saw a roughly 25% increase in addiction-
related admissions during the pandemic, with 
alcohol the most common substance abused 
by patients, said Dr. Matt Stanley, vice presi-
dent for Avera Behavioral Health. 

“With the effect of social isolation over time, 
I think that alcohol became a substitute for 
socializing and now it’s kind of a dangerous 
substitute,” Stanley said. 

For those with an existing addiction issue, 
the pandemic led to a halt of most in-person 
support groups and counseling sessions, mak-

ing the ongoing recovery process tougher and 
relapses more likely. Prevention experts say 
that rural residents, Native Americans and 
youths in South Dakota may have seen the 
greatest increases in alcohol use over the past 
year or more.

The state is part of a national trend in ris-
ing alcohol and tobacco sales. Across the 
nation, total alcohol sales outside of bars and 
restaurants increased by about 24% during 
the pandemic, according to Nielsen National 
Consumer Panel market data. Sales of spirits 
with higher alcohol contents rose even more, 
by about 27% over the previous year. Tobacco 
sales showed a 13% increase during the early 
months of the pandemic.

The sales spike has continued into 2021. 
Nielsen data show retail sales of spirits, wine 
and beer were roughly 20% to 30% higher 
in March 2021 compared to March 2019. The 
research firm predicts that those trends will 
“flatten” as 2022 approaches.

Revenue from state and tribal cigarette sales 
taxes increased from about $47.7 million in 
Fiscal 2019 to more than $48.3 million in Fis-
cal 2020, reversing a trend from the previous 

two years when ciga-
rette sales had been 
declining.

State and tribal 
sales tax revenues 
from other tobacco 
products in South 
Dakota also rose by 
more than 8% from 
fiscal 2019 to 2020, 
from about $9.7 mil-
lion to $10.5 million, 

one of the largest percent jumps of any busi-
ness tax category for the year. 

Although increased drinking during times 
of stress is not automatically indicative of an 
alcohol-use disorder, some healthcare profes-
sionals worry that higher alcohol consumption 
and the prolonged stress during the pandemic 
could put residents at risk of long-term physi-
cal and mental health consequences. 

Rural residents in South Dakota in particular 
turned to unhealthy substances to cope during 
the pandemic, said Brandi Knife, a behavior 
health counselor for South Dakota Urban In-

dian Health.
While tele-health has expanded quickly in 

many areas of the state, some rural or older 
residents do not have reliable internet access 
or resources to learn about and participate in 
treatment or other alternatives that could have 
helped them during the pandemic. 

“The older generation isn’t too familiar with 
how to do Zoom and how to reach out to 
tele-health medicine,” Knife said. “People were 
going back to old-school coping ways. Smok-
ing cigarettes, drinking alcohol, taking illegal 
substances. Those increases have been huge 
during the pandemic.” 

Alcohol use and abuse among youth in South 
Dakota was also a growing concern during the 
pandemic, though specific survey data is not 
yet available.

The Avera addiction center in Sioux Falls, the 
only provider for at-risk youth in a 250-mile 
radius, has seen more youth coming to the 
facility for help, Stanley said. 

Avera plans to complete a $28 million expan-
sion of the Avera Behavioral Health Center in 
Sioux Falls in spring 2022. The four-story wing 
will add capacity to serve more children, ado-
lescents and at-risk adults and provide more 
residential addiction care for youth.

“Substance use doesn’t respect the above-18 
age line,” Stanley said. “Our kids are reeling.” 

This is the first time Avera will offer partial 
hospitalization to youth, according to the 
hospital system, allowing youth patients to 
spend part of their day in school and “part of 
their day making progress on their behavioral 
health condition to help improve their overall 
quality of life.”

Among American youths, alcohol is the most 
widely used harmful substance, according to 
surveys. About 25% of youths aged 14 and 
15 reported having at least one drink in the 
past month, and 11% of teenagers say they 
binge drink, according to the National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health.

In South Dakota, the 2019 Youth Risk Behav-
ior Survey showed that 26% of youths 14-15 
had a drink in the past 30 days and that about 
15% of youths had experienced binge drinking 
in the past month. Research has shown that 
youth alcohol use is also a strong predictor of 
substance use disorders in later life.

Native American youths on reservations have 

Retail liquor sales increased dramati-
cally across South Dakota during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, according to state tax 
data. Some residents purchased more 
out of boredom, whereas others turned 
to alcohol more to cope with stress from 
the pandemic. Photo: Danielle Ferguson, South Dakota 

News Watch

Brandi Knife
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a greater propensity for alcohol use than their 
white peers, with alcohol use up to 3.4 times 
more likely among Native youth, according to 
the Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion.

“The long-term effects of that substance use 
is that use just keeps increasing,” Knife said. 
“It starts out minimal, but ultimately leads to 
the death of more of our people.” 

Stanley said that while the increase in con-
sumption is concerning, the fact more people 
are talking about addiction and treatment 
can be beneficial to reducing stigma around 
substance addiction. 

“If there’s an upside to this, it’s the conver-
sations we’re having today. Awareness, ac-
knowledging the vast numbers of alcohol use, 
there’s a growing social consciousness around 
behavioral health. The pandemic pushed this 
conversation forward dramatically,” he said. 
“That could do a lot of good for us. It has 
always been a problem, but we can come out 
the other end to help.”

ABOUT
DANIELLE FERGUSON
Danielle Ferguson, Sioux 

Falls, S.D., is an investi-
gative reporter for South 
Dakota News Watch. She 
grew up in Salem, S.D. 
and previously worked as 
a watchdog reporter at the 
Sioux Falls Argus Leader.

Avera Health plans to open a $28 mil-
lion expansion of the Avera Behavioral 
Health Center in Sioux Falls in 2022. 
The four-story wing will add capacity to 
serve more children, adolescents and at-
risk adults and provide residential addic-
tion care for youth. Photo: Courtesy of Avera Health

The new book shelves are at the Wage Memorial Library. 
Kellie Locke and April Abeln were busy putting the shelves 
in the book cases as they prepare to put more books on the 
shelves. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

* In a practice called sexual death feigning, 
female dragonflies play dead to avoid sex. 
Why? A scientist at the University of Zurich 
observed that, when faced with aggressive 
males, female moorland hawker dragonflies 
will freeze in mid-air, fall to the ground and lie 

motionless in an attempt to avoid injury and sometimes even death 
that can result from being coerced into mating. Four other species, 
including the spider and praying mantis, are known to do this as well.

* When Victor Hugo 
was facing a tight 
publication schedule 
for “The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame,” he 
asked his valet to con-
fiscate his clothes so 
he wouldn’t be able to 
leave the house.

* President John F. 
Kennedy was buried 
without his brain. The 
original reason given 
was that it had been 
“lost” during his au-
topsy, but in 2018, 
newly released U.S. 
government docu-
ments revealed that 
his brother, Robert 
Kennedy, ordered 
the brain secretly de-
stroyed to ensure that 
it would never be dis-
played in a museum.
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Marty Weismantel
605/396-7341

weisag@nvc.net

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

The expert orthopedic team at Sanford Health in 
Aberdeen offers comprehensive care for a variety of 
issues, including:

• Arthritis
• Bone health conditions
• Carpal tunnel
• Foot and ankle pain

• Joint pain
• Musculoskeletal injuries
• Sports-related injuries

Call (605) 226-5500 to make an appointment today.

Your Local 
Orthopedic Care Team
Here in Aberdeen

Jacob 
Miller, MD

Barry 
Oliver, MD

Charles 
Hughes, MD

James  
Johnston, DPM

Daniel 
Sutton, MD

Rosa 
Eyton, CNP

SANFORD 
ABERDEEN CLINIC
3015 3rd Ave. SE

760-414-349  7/21

Chip Seal Project 
Completed

The chip seal project was done last week 
in Groton. Many streets around town were 
done. It was the first chip seal project done 
in several years.

Groton Police Report
July 26 to August 1

City Miles Driven: 545
County Miles Driven: 84
1 animal call, 1 to assist other law enforce-

ment agencies, 1 bad driving complaint, 1 
request for family crisis/transient, 3 suspicious 
activities, 1 business security, 1 new sex of-
fender registration, 5 citizen assistance, 1 fire 
assistance, 5 warnings issued, 2 summons 
issued, 4 speeding tickets, 1 locked vehicle 
assistance, 2 medical/rescue/ambulance, 
1 motorist assistance, 1 gas drive-off, 1 to 
finger print person, 1 equipment complaint, 
1 careless driving complaint, 1 violation of 
move over law.

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Cheer
someone 

up!
Send a 
balloon 

Groton Daily
Independent

21 N Main
605-397-NEWS 

(6397)
Delivery in the

Groton area



S E O D A N R O T N E D C F G N T 
L J U K T F D O J H F S E Q A O H 
B H F D X D N M O U G R D T L J U
M T O L I G H T N I N G F H O I N 
J H U T E S W M E R S Z G G X A D
S K I Y G E V R E C S A O U L J E
N B F L O O D S E V T D S O K L R
P K J R E S A D C O L K U R G E D 
P O S H T G C N I A R N B D L O U

     
     The summertime is full of unsettled weather.  
Sometimes there are floods from too much rain.
Some areas of the country may hurt from drought
caused by a lack of rain.  Tornadoes may wreak 
havoc on homes and stores.  Lightning streaking 
through the air and booming thunder will send us 
scurrying into our houses on hot summer afternoons.  
While having fun, keep an eye on the sky!
      Find and circle the underlined weather words:

Where Do You Go?

Summertime 
   Action

           Then Spring 
          Into Action!

    Can you fill in 
the crossword 
with these words 
about summer 
fun?

       Nah! As you know, dolphins 
aren’t fish. We’re mammals.
We are warm-blooded.
     Unless, of course, you are 
talking about the dolphin fish, 
which isn’t really a dolphin. It’s
a cold-blooded animal. It’s
found in warm waters such
as those around Hawaii and is 
commonly called Mahi-mahi.

Summertime Fun!

B I

G G

H N

C

I G

  Cheese will 
please these 
guppies!

Yuck!

Hey, stop making waves!

  I can canoe.
Can you 
canoe, too?

        Echo, 
why  are you 
bothering to 
learn how to 
canoe?

         Don’t 
you feel a bit 
like a fish 
out of water?

1. ship cruises
2. tennis matches
3. yard sales
4. funhouses, rides
5. car shows

A. homes, yards, garages
B. amusement parks  
C. courts
D. civic centers, parking lots
E. rivers, oceans

1. town fairs
2. baseball games
3. running races
4. nature hikes
5. outdoor concerts

A. woods, mountains, peaks
B. roads around town, tracks
C. fairgrounds
D. gazebos, town greens, parks
E. sports stadiums

     There is lots to do during the summer 
months! Match the summer activities 
to the spots you might visit to do them:

1

2
3 4

5
6

7
8 9
10

11
12

13
14 15

16 17
18 19

20
24 25

26
27

28
29

30
31

323334
35

36

3738
39

40

21
22

23
41

42
43

A
B

C
D
E

F
G

H I J
K

L
M

N

O
P

Q

R
S

T

U
V
W

X
Y

? ?

     Hmmm! I 

wonder if this 

would pop?

      Use the full activity page (top and 
bottom) to find and circle:
A. one word that rhymes with “biking”
B. two words that rhyme with “know”
C. 4 words that rhyme with “you”  and
D. 2 words that rhyme with “lots.”

     Swimming is a big sport during 
the summer months. Connect the 
dots to see some toys to play with 
in the water.

Water Toys!

biking

fishing

picnicking

swimming

canoeing

hiking

tubing

stargazing

camping

beachcombing

    Boy, Billy bug 
bobs beautifully!

Chee
se?

Coming!

Be right  there!

Almost 
 done!

Coming!
Unplug from: Then Spring Into Action:

1. c __ llph __ n __ s
2. t __ l __ v __ s __  __ n
3. c __ mp __ t __ rs
4. G P S
5. __ m __  __ l

A. write letter, address envelope, mail it
B. research reference books at library
C. study paper maps, a globe
D. visit and have a chat in person
E. enjoy a play at a theater or a school 

1. music pl __ y __ rs
2. m __ cr __ w __ v __    oven
3. w __ bs __ t __ s
4. v __ d __  __   games
5. video str __  __ m __ ng

A. cook on the grill with Dad
B. go to a drive-in movie
C. rock out at a live concert
D. play board games with friends
E. read comics, magazines, books

   Unplug from everything,  
then spring into action. Fill in 
the missing vowels to spell
the names of things that
you can unplug from. Next, 
match it to a fun activity to replace it!

Unplug,

Weather Watch!

         Well, I’m 
already a great
swimmer, so I’m 
trying something 
new!

2 3

4

1

   Why did the banana use
sunscreen? 

Answer: 
It didn’t want to peel.

 N
ew

sp
ap

er
 F

un
! C

re
at

ed
 b

y 
An

ni
m

ills
 L

LC
 ©

 2
02

1

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2021 V17-32         www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

...we don’t even think about T.V.We are so busy having fun that...
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Frederick School
Voter

Registration
NOTICE OF DEADLINE FOR 

VOTER REGISTRATION
Voter registration for the Fred-

erick Area School District 6-2 
Opt-Out Election to be held on 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021, 
will close on Monday, August 
23, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. Failure 
to register by this date will 
cause forfeiture of voting rights 
for this election. If you are in 
doubt about whether you are 
registered, check the Voter In-
formation Portal at www.sdsos.
gov or call the county auditor at 
605-626-7110.

Registration may be com-
pleted during regular business 
hours at the county auditor’s 
office, municipal finance office, 
secretary of state’s office, and 
those locations which provide 
driver’s licenses, SNAP, TANF, 
WIC, military recruitment, and 
assistance to the disabled as 
provided by the Department 
of Human Services. You may 
contact the county auditor to 
request a mail-in registration 
form or access a mail-in form at 
www.sdsos.gov. 

Any voter who needs assis-
tance, pursuant to the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, may contact 
the county auditor for informa-
tion and special assistance in 
voter registration.

Janel Wagner, Business Man-
ager

Frederick Area School District 
6-2

(0728.0811)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $28.21 
20228

Brown County
Wood Waste
Grinding Bid

SEALED BID
WOOD WASTE GRINDING
BROWN COUNTY LANDFILL
Sealed bids will be received 

in the Chambers of the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
at the Courthouse Annex, Aber-
deen, South Dakota 57401 until 
the hour of 8:47 AM. Tuesday, 
August 17, 2021, at said time 
and place all bids will be publicly 
opened, read and considered 
by the Brown County Board of 
Commissioners regarding 2021 
WOOD WASTE GRINDING for 
the Brown County Landfill.

Brown County will give notice 
to the successful bidder that his/
her proposal has been accepted, 
and said bidder shall within ten 
(10) days thereafter enter into 
a contract with Brown County, 
South Dakota. The successful 
bidder shall also furnish proper 
certificates of insurance required 
by Brown County.

Envelopes containing bids 
shall be addressed to the Brown 
County Auditor, 25 Market Street, 
Brown County Courthouse, Ab-
erdeen, South Dakota, 57401, 
and are to be clearly marked on 
the outside of the envelope “BID 
ON 2020 WOOD WASTE GRIND-
ING FOR THE BROWN COUNTY 
LANDFILL”. To be opened on 
Tuesday, 8:47 A.M., August 17, 
2021. The Brown County Board 
of Commissioners reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids 
and to accept the bid that they 
deem to be in the best interest 
of Brown County.

Brown County is exempt from 
all Federal Excise Tax and State 
Sales Tax.

Specifications and notice to 
bidders are on file in the Brown 
County Auditor’s Office and at 
the Brown County Landfill and 
may be obtained at no charge.

ATTEST:
Cathy McNickle, Brown County 

Auditor
(0728.0811)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $35.26. 
20230

Brown County
Musch Zoning

Notice
NOTICE
Application has been made 

by Linda Musch to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for a change of zoning.  Hearing 
to be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, South Dakota on 
August 17, 2021 at 8:46 A.M. 
for the purpose of rezoning the 
following property from Chapter 
4.06 Agriculture Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 
Mini-Ag District (M-AG):

Lots 1 & 2, “Musch Subdivi-
sion” in the NE ¼ of Section 
25-T125N-R63W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, South Dakota

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to present 
comments and testimony regard-
ing the amendment to Second 
Revision Brown County Ordi-
nances pertaining to rezoning 
the described property.  At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the 
Brown County Commission may 
adopt first reading of Ordinance 
No. 201.

ATTEST: 
Cathy McNickle, Brown County 

Auditor
(0728.0811)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $22.34. 
20231

Groton City
Aug. 3, 2021

Meeting Minutes
August 3, 2021
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00pm at 
120 N Main Street for their first 
monthly meeting with the fol-
lowing members present: Wells, 
Blackmun, Bahr, Fliehs, Babcock 
and Hanlon presiding.  Also pres-
ent were: Attorney Drew John-
son, Jeslyn Kosel, Rebecca Poor 
and Finance Officer Hope Block.

Public comments were wel-
comed pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1, 
but none were received.

The minutes from the previous 
meeting were approved on a 
motion by Bahr and seconded by 
Wells.  All members voted aye.

Moved by Fliehs and sec-
onded by Bahr to authorize the 
following bills for payment.  All 
members voted aye.

Payroll, $32,487.28, Employee 
salaries; Executive, $733.77, 
; Administrative, $3,759.52, ; 
Public Safety, $7,487.40, ; Public 
Works, $8,540.30, ; Culture & 
Recreation, $11,966.29, ; Daco-
tah Bank, $9,270.81, SS and WH 
; Dacotah Bank, $495.82, HSA 
contributions; Dakotaland FCU, 
$690.00, Employee savings; 
Aflac, $309.60, Employee insur-
ance; Allied , $8,892.33, Em-
ployee insurance; Colonial Life, 
$90.16, Employee insurance; 
Guardian Insurance, $108.91, 
Employee insurance; Employers 
Mutual Ins, $77.30, Employee 
insurance; SD Supplemental 
Retirement, $430.00, Employ-
ee retirement; SD Retirement, 
$7,480.56, Employee retire-
ment; Railroad Management Co., 
$284.85, Power line crossing fee; 
Tate Larson, $80.00, Umpire fee; 
Caleb Hanten, $40.00, Umpire 
fee; Kaleb Hoover, $160.00, 
Umpire fee; Evan Nehls, $40.00, 
Umpire fee; Bradin Althoff, 
$40.00, Umpire fee; Cole Simon, 
$40.00, Umpire fee; SD Dept of 
Health, $136.00, Water testing 
fee; Allied Climate Professionals, 
$6,836.75, Community center air 
handler and condensing unit; My 
Turn Playsystems Inc, $5,375.00, 
Wood chips for playgrounds; 
Paul Kosel, $156.80, Mileage 
for Heartland Annual Meeting; 
Paul Kosel, $100.00, Personal 
phone use (April-August); Susan 
Fjeldheim, $364.00, Coaching 
mileage; Dairy Queen, $92.40, 
Food for resale; BK Custom T’s & 

More, $150.00, Pool banner; Bell 
Lumber & Pole Co, $9,004.00, 
New poles for Midco - will be re-
imbursed by them; Groton Ford, 
$246.04, 12 Ford cleaned mass 
air flow sensor and reset kam; 
MTI Distribution, $40.96, Base-
ball field valve; Nelson Sales and 
Service, $116.00, Chain sharpen-
ing; Runnings, $63.73, Oil and 
saw bar; Galls, $230.70, Police 
uniforms; S&S Lumber, $630.28, 
Bolts, gloves, nuts, couplers, 
PVC adaptor, field marker, weed 
sprayer, paint, brushes, tape, 
zip ties, shields, garbage cans, 
parking paint, concrete drill bits, 
ant dust, batteries; NW Energy, 
$1,726.91, Natural gas; TreeLine 
Tree Service Inc, $3,000.00, Tree 
maintenance; Associated Supply 
Co., $597.45, Pool cleaner cord 
and suction hose; Dakota Supply 
Group, $239.04, Baseball flush 
urinals, grease; Darrel’s Sinclair, 
$153.95, Battery for mosquito 
control pickup; Cole Papers, 
$136.92, Trash bags; Drew John-
son, $1,700.00, Legal fees 7/21; 
Coca Cola, $4,398.00, Soda for 
resale; Aramark, $26.44, Rug 
rent; Landon Johnson, $100.00, 
Personal phone use (April-Au-
gust); Branden Abeln, $100.00, 
Personal phone use (April-Au-
gust); April Abeln, $100.00, Per-
sonal phone use (April-August); 
Kellie Locke, $100.00, Personal 
phone use (April-August); Hope 
Block, $100.00, Personal phone 
use (April-August); 

Department reports were 
approved on a motion by Wells 
and seconded by Blackmun. All 
members voted aye.

An announcement was made 
that Groton received the Secre-
tary’s Award for Drinking Water 
Excellence 2020 for 20 con-
secutive years of safe drinking 
water to the City of Groton.  
Dwight Zerr and Terry Herron 
were thanked for making that 
possible.

The second reading of Or-
dinance #749 Regarding the 
Issuance of Local Medical Can-
nabis Establishment Permits 
and/or Licenses was approved 
on a motion by Blackmun and 
seconded by Fliehs.  All members 
voted aye.

Moved by Blackmun and sec-
onded by Wells to approve the 
Maguire Iron’s Application for 
Payment #9 for $7,875.  All 
members voted aye.

Moved by Fliehs and seconded 
by Babcock to approve Kellie 
Locke and Hope Block to attend 
the 2021 Annual SD Municipal 
League Conference October 
5-8 in Spearfish.  All members 
voted aye.

An announcement was made 
that Web Water increased water 
rates effective October 2021.

Moved by Blackmun and sec-
onded by Bahr to adjourn into 
executive session for personnel 
and legal items 1- 25-2 (1) & (3) 
at 7:28pm.  All members voted 
aye. Council reconvened into 
regular session at7:43pm.

Moved by Blackmun and sec-
onded by Babcock to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:43 pm. All 
members voted aye.

Scott Hanlon, Mayor 
Hope Block, Finance Officer 
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $47.02. 20309

Groton City
Ord. 749

Cannabis Ord.
ORDINANCE NO. 749
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING 

THE ISSUANCE OF LOCAL MEDI-
CAL CANNABIS ESTABLISHMENT 
PERMITS AND/OR LICENSES.

WHEREAS, a local government 
may enact an ordinance not in 
conflict with SDCL Chapter 34-
20G, governing the time, place, 
manner, and number of medical 
cannabis establishments in the 
locality. A local government may 
establish civil penalties for viola-
tion of an ordinance governing 
the time, place, and manner of a 

medical cannabis establishment 
that may operate in the locality. 
A local government may require 
a medical cannabis establish-
ment to obtain a local license, 
zoning permit, or registration to 
operate, and may charge a rea-
sonable fee for the local license, 
zoning permit, or registration.

WHEREAS, the Municipality of 
Groton, SD, makes a preliminary 
finding that the Municipality’s 
current regulations and controls 
may not adequately address the 
unique needs and impacts of 
medical cannabis establishments 
as defined in SDCL 34-20G-1;

WHEREAS, medical cannabis 
state laws under SDCL 34-20G 
are effective July 1, 2021. The 
South Dakota Department of 
Health shall promulgate rules 
pursuant to chapter 1-26 not 
later than October 29, 2021, 
as defined by SDCL 34-20G-72.  
During the time between July 1, 
2021 and potentially as late as 
October 29, 2021, local units of 
government will not yet know 
standards for medical cannabis 
and will not be able to ad-
equately assess the local zoning 
and licensing requirements nec-
essary to approve local permits 
and to better ensure applicants 
have a more predictable permit-
ting process and avoid stranded 
investments.

WHEREAS, the Municipality 
makes a preliminary finding that 
the Municipality needs further 
study of the relationship of medi-
cal cannabis establishments to 
the City of Groton’s Comprehen-
sive Plan and Zoning Ordinance. 
The public interest requires that 
the Municipality study, analyze, 
and evaluate the impacts of 
medical cannabis establishments 
and to fully explore the impacts 
of any proposed regulations 
regarding medical cannabis es-
tablishments;

WHEREAS, the Municipality 
makes a preliminary finding that 
it would be inappropriate for 
the Municipality to issue a local 
permit or license to a medical 
cannabis establishment prior to 
the South Dakota Department of 
Health’s promulgation of regula-
tions governing the same;

WHEREAS, the Municipal-
ity hereby exercises its author-
ity under SDCL 11-4-3.1 and/
or SDCL 9-19-13, to establish 
a temporary ordinance regard-
ing the issuance of any local 
permits/licenses for medical 
cannabis establishments within 
the Municipality;

WHEREAS, a temporary or-
dinance will ensure that more 
comprehensive zoning ordinance 
and building permit changes, 
licensing permits, and any pro-
posed amendments to the Mu-
nicipality’s Comprehensive Plan 
can be completely examined 
with adequate public input from 
citizens, business interests, and 
medical cannabis industry rep-
resentatives;

WHEREAS, the Municipality 
finds that a temporary ordinance 
is reasonable to preserve the sta-
tus quo and prevent significant 
investment pending the outcome 
of the above study and any 
proposed regulations emanating 
therefrom;

WHEREAS, the Municipality 
finds that the following ordi-
nance is necessary to protect 
and immediately preserve the 
public health, safety, welfare, 
peace and support of the munici-
pal government and its existing 
public institutions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF 
GROTON, SD:

Section 1. Temporary Ordi-
nance - Application for Local 
Permit/License

A medical cannabis establish-
ment desiring to operate in the 
Municipality shall be required 
to apply for a permit and/or 
license from the Municipality. 
Applications for a local permit 
and/or license to operate a medi-
cal cannabis establishment, as 
defined by SDCL 34-20G-l, shall 
not be accepted until the South 
Dakota Department of Health 
has promulgated regulations as 
required by SDCL 30-20G-72. 
Any application received prior to 
such regulations being promul-
gated shall be denied.

Section 2. Immediate Effect.
This ordinance is necessary 

to protect and immediately pre-
serve the public health, safety, 

Westport Town
Water/Sewer

Rates
RESOLUTION #2021-15
RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH 

NEW WATER/ SEWER RATES 
FOR THE CITY OF WESTPORT, 
SD.

.WHEREAS, the current water 
rates are not sufficient enough 
to cover the cost of distributing 
water and provide for upgrade of 
the water delivery infrastructure.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED by the Westport City 
Council for Westport, South Da-
kota, that water/sewer rates for 
all residential and commercial 
users shall be as follows:

Each consumer shall pay a 
minimum charge of $50.00 dol-
lars per month base fee. Water 
used during such month shall 
be at the rate of $6.25 per one 
thousand (1,000) gallons and the 
overage rate is $10.00 for over 
12,000 gallons used.

Those consumers that have a 
hook up to the city water, but it is 
not currently using, will continue 
to pay and inactive fee of $40.00 
a month.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that these water rates shall go 
into effect payable October 1st, 
2021

Dated this 2nd day of August, 
2021.

Mitchell Wilson, Board Presi-
dent

Doreen Hertel, Finance Officer
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $14.04. 20311

Groton City
Rang Special

Exception
NOTICE OF SPECIAL EXCEP-

TION HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT The Groton Planning & 
Zoning Commission will be hold-
ing a public hearing on August 
30, 2021 at 6:00pm CDT at City 
Hall, 120 N Main St., Groton, 
SD for a special exception of 
Chapter 6, Section 6.0106 of the 
Groton Zoning Ordinance.  This 
application was made by Abigail 
Rang for an in home daycare in a 
Residential (R-2) District at 1502 
N Broadway Lot 15, Groton, SD, 
legally described as BOLS #15 
Cottonwood Lt A & B Doerings-
feld OL 3.

Any person wishing to pres-
ent testimony for or against this 
special exception may appear in 
person or by representative at 
the above time and place.

Hope Block
Zoning Administrator
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $9.80. 20312

Brown County
Vacate Service

R-O-W
NOTICE OF HEARING RE-

GARDING A PETITION TO 
VACATE SERVICE ROAD 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
A public hearing will be held 

by the Brown County Commis-
sion on the 24th day of August 
2021, at 8:48 a.m. in the Com-
missioners’ Chambers, Court-
house Annex, Brown County, 
South Dakota, on the petition to 
vacate service road right-of-way 
filed by Linda Fordham, Darin 
Duvall, Michael Rohl, Christopher 
Galvin, Lee Goetz and Brown 
County Highway Department 
for the vacation of the service 
road right-of-way described as 
follows: 

50ft x 1,098ft Service Road 
Right of Way bordered on the 
N by 129th St and bordered on 
the S by Lots 14, 15, and 26 of 
the Replat of Lots 6, 7, and 8 in 
Block 2 of Gederos Subdivision 
and Lot 1, Goetz Consolidation 
Subdivision in Gederos Subdivi-
sion in the NW ¼ of Section 35, 
Township 124N, Range 64 W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
South Dakota.

The public is invited to attend 
the hearing on the petition to 
vacate the service road right-of-
way and to present comments 
and testimony regarding said 
petition.  At the conclusion of the 
hearing, the Board of Commis-
sion may approve a resolution 
granting the petition to vacate 
the service road right-of-way.  
Dated this 5th day of August 
2021.

ATTEST:  Cathy McNickle, 
Brown County Auditor

(0811.0818)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $28.80. 
20313

Columbia City
Aug. 4, 2021

Meeting Minutes
City of Columbia Council Meet-

ing – August 4, 2021
CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 

7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL – Cara Dennert, 

Ellen Harr, Emily Eichler, Cole 
Kampa, Corey Mitchell 

Community – 
Corey Mitchell called the 

meeting to order.  Minutes were 
passed out from the July 14th 
meeting.  Ellen Harr made a 
motion to accept the minutes 
as presented.  Cole Kampa sec-
onded the motion.  All in favor 
– motion carried.  

Warrant Vouchers: Jeremy 
Dosch – 419.99; Kelsie Ehres-
mann – 335.99; GDI – 29.97;  
Cara Dennert – 823.50; Run-
nings – 29.56; SDPAA – 3753.39; 
Kolker Law Office – 2677.50

There was some discussion on 
the bill from the attorney.  Emily 
Eichler made a motion to accept 
the vouchers as presented with 
the exception of the Kolker bill.  
Corey will talk to Kari and figure 
out what the city’s portion of 
that bill should be.  Ellen Harr 
seconded the motion.  All in 
favor – motion carried.  

COMMUNITY COMMENTS /
CORESPONDENCE – SDML Con-
ference information, Madison Cy-
ber Labs info.; JVT 2020 Annual 
Report; SDML 2020 Financial 
Report & Election Notices

UNFINISHED BUSINESS –
There were no changes to the 
current suspended Columbia 
Covid19 ordinance.  Baseball 
Field Update

Nuisances  - Trevor & Cole met 
with the  County Sheriff.  Certi-
fied letters are being sent out in 
regards to the junked vehicles 
in town.

Streets  - the streets may 
possibly be graded before fall.  
The intersection near the dump 
needs work.

Parks  - Corey has been mow-
ing the ball park – it is really 
rough down there.  

Lagoon/sewer – Cole reported 
that we are up to date with 
testing.  The city received a bid 
for sewer line work from Pipe 
Detectives out of Jamestown.  
Corey recommends that we use 
this company.

Rubble Site – Corey e-mailed 
Jacob about the cost of electric-
ity down at the rubble site – it 
should be around $6,000 – less 
than what was first estimated.

NEW BUSINESS –  Ellen got 
some information on artificial 
turf.  Emily asked about the 
possibility of putting flower pots 
around town next summer – 
maybe it could be a project 
for the summer rec program.  
There are some dog vaccination 
reminder letters that need to be 
sent out.

FINANCIAL REPORT –  Cara 
presented bank balances.  Ellen 
Harr made a motion to accept 
the financial reports as given. 
Cole Kampa seconded the mo-
tion.  All were in favor – motion 
carried.  

July 31, 2021 balances: SF - 
$179,516.23; GF - $ 157,876.33  
; FIT - $13,978.76  

Cash on hand - $115
Cole Kampa made a motion to 

adjourn. Emily Eichler seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor – 
meeting adjourned.

Next City Council Meeting 
-  September 1, 2021  7:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Cara Dennert, 
Finance Officer

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $29.68. 20314

welfare, peace, and support of 
the municipal government and 
its existing public institutions 
pursuant to SDCL 11-4-3.l and 
SDCL 9-19-13.

First Reading: July 20, 2021
Second Reading: August 3, 

2021
Date Published: August 11, 

2021
Effective Date: August 31, 

2021
ATTEST:
Hope Block, Municipality Fi-

nance Officer 
Scott Hanlon, Mayor 
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $52.57. 20310
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Brown County
July 27, 2021

Meeting Minutes
JULY 27, 2021 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Fjeldheim at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commission 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present 
were Commissioners Feickert, 
Sutton and Wiese. Commissioner 
Kippley was absent. Commis-
sioner Feickert led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Wiese to approve the agenda. 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

ELM LAKE CONTAINER SITE: 
Mike Scott, Landfill Manager, met 
with the Board of Commissioner 
to discuss the status of the elm 
lake container site. Previous 
counteroffer of $500 has been 
turned down and landowner is 
firm with the $2,000 fee for the 
county to continue using his land 
as a container site location. The 
Commission offered a county 
cost share of $500 and sug-
gested that Elm Lake Association 
covers the remaining $1500 for 
the fee. A representative from 
the association present during 
the meeting advises that he will 
have it brought up on their next 
association’s meeting. No actions 
taken.

MUTUAL AGREEMENT: Scott 
Meints (EM Director), Cody Bonn 
& Beth Locken (Agtegra Rescue 
Team), presented themselves 
to the Commission and briefly 
discussed about rescue efforts 
& training services Agtegra of-
fers to our local fire and rescue 
department. Moved by Sut-
ton, seconded by Feickert to 
authorize chair sign the Mutual 
Aid Agreement between Brown 
County and Agtegra Rescue 
Team. All members present vot-
ing aye. Motion carried. 

APPLICATION FOR OCCUPAN-
CY: Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Wiese to approve application 
submitted by Roger Cooper 
for occupancy of W Shore Dr, 
Brown County, South Dakota 
(LT 18 LUTGENS WEST ADD 
NE 23-124-65) with a condition 
that applicant is responsible for 
the repair of the road after. All 
members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES: Dirk 
Rogers, Highway Superinten-
dent, discussed with the Com-
mission status of current road 
projects. No actions taken.

MINUTES:  Moved by Feickert, 
seconded by Wiese to approve 
the general meeting minutes of 
July 20, 2021. All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.  

CLAIMS: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Wiese to approve 
the following claims: Profes-
sional Fees: Ace Refrigeration 
LLC $297.84; Carlsen Funeral 
Home & Crematory $648.00; 
Christopher A. Haar $7,188.31; 
Christy Griffin-Serr Law Office 
$7,070.31; Cogley Law Office, 
Prof LLC $7,656.25; Depend-
able Sanitation Inc $34,875.40; 
Dohrer Law Office $7,656.25; 
GBR Interpreting & Translation 
Services $60.00; Gellhaus & Gell-
haus, Pc $80.00; Heather Bash-
am $20.00; Jerald M. McNeary 
$7,070.31; Jodi K. Hoffmann 
$1,647.95; Joshua Fettig $20.00; 
Kuck Law Office $7,187.31; 
Lumen $158.85; Monica Hein 
$20.00; Motorola Solutions, Inc 
$145,764.26; Pioneer Enter-
prises $1,800.00; State Of South 
Dakota $5,900.00; Stephanie 
Johnson $20.00; Taliaferro Law 
Firm $7,656.25; Tazewell County 
Sheriff’s Office - Civil Process 
Division $20.50; University Of 
North Dakota $2,680.00; US 
Bank $315.38. Publishing:  Aber-
deen American News $3,847.52; 
Chesterman Communications, 
Inc. $3,000.00; Groton Inde-
pendent $83.45; Midstates 
Printing $3,546.50. Repairs & 
Maintenance: Ecolab Pest Elimi-
nation $113.54; Haar Plumb-
ing & Heating Inc $5,300.00; 
Hf Jacobs & Son Construction 
Inc $3,496.75; Jason’s Elec-
tric Inc $252.85; Pro Windmill 
Inc. $95.00; Sewer Duck Inc 
$239.00; State Of South Dakota 
$2,340.00; Us Bank $772.83; 
Western States Fire Co $675.80; 
Woodman Refrigeration, Inc 
$5,566.61. Supplies: AASLH 
- American Assoc of State/Lo-
cal History $155.00; Brent A 
Fischer $27.00; Century Business 
Products $182.77; Commtech 
Inc. $405.00; Custom Sheet 
Metal $105.50; Dakota Supply 
Group $348.34; Fedex $42.62; 
Know Ink, Llc $48,205.00; Marco 
Inc $208.87; Mb Llc $604.70; 
Menards $126.89; Midstates 
Printing $2,000.00; Pharm-
Chem $528.25; Sherwin Wil-
liams $178.40; Truenorth Steel 
$11,947.86; US Bank $9,569.33. 

Travel & Conference: City of Gro-
ton $144.72; Keith Baker $44.00; 
Sd State 4-H Office $295.00; US 
Bank $4,699.43. Utilities: De-
pendable Sanitation Inc $165.00; 
Northern Valley Communication 
$3,147.62; Qwest Corporation 
$742.34; Us Bank $1,772.25.

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

HR REPORT: Moved by Sutton 
seconded by Feickert to approve 
the HR Office Report, which 
includes the following: Acknowl-
edge transfer of Samuel Hoppock 
from Brown County JDC Correc-
tional Officer to Brown County 
Jail Correctional Officer effec-
tive July 25, 2011. Request to 
fill. Acknowledge resignation of 
Amber Barnett, full-time Brown 
County Jail Correctional Officer 
effective July 23, 2021. Request 
to fill. Acknowledge resignation 
of Claudia Rosales, full-time 
Brown County Jail Correctional 
Officer effective August 4, 2021. 
Request to fill. Approve Johann 
Kolb, full-time Brown County 
Jail Correctional Officer, wage 
correction of $17.51/hour back 
date to June 8, 2021. Approve 
hiring of Keith Russel Stewart 
as full-time Brown County Jail 
Correctional Officer effective 
July 27, 2021 @ $16.82/hour. 
Approve transfer of Makayla Jen-
niges from part-time to full-time 
Brown County JDC Correctional 
Officer effective July 11, 2021 @ 
$16.82/hour. Approve transfer 
of Grant Duval from part-time to 
full-tome Brown County JDC Cor-
rectional Officer effective August 
8, 2021 @ $16.82/hour. Approve 
hiring of Stephanie Morgan as 
full-time Brown County Equal-
ization Office Deputy effective 
August 16, 2021 @ $15.80/hour. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

SET BID DATE_WOOD WASTE 
GRINDING: Moved by Feick-
ert, seconded by Sutton to set 
public hearing and authorize 
advertising for public hearing to 
open, read and consider sealed 
bids for Wood Waste Grinding.  
Hearing date set for August 17, 
2021, at 8:47 a.m. in the Brown 
County Courthouse Commission 
Chambers.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion Carried. 

SET HEARING DATE_REZONE 
ORDINANCE: Moved by Sut-
ton, seconded by Wiese to set 
hearing date and authorize 
publishing the follow request 
to rezone property: Application 
has been made by Linda Musch 
to the Brown County Board of 
Commissioners for a change 
of zoning.  Hearing to be held 
in the Commissioner’s Cham-
bers, Courthouse Annex, Brown 
County, South Dakota on August 
17, 2021, at 8:46 A.M. for the 
purpose of rezoning the follow-
ing property from Chapter 4.06 
Agriculture Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 Mini-
Ag District (M-AG):  Lots 1&2, 
“Musch Subdivision” in the NE 
¼ of Section 25-T125N-R63W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
South Dakota (39393 122nd St 
& 12207 394th Ave). The public 
is invited to attend the hearing 
and to present comments and 
testimony regarding the amend-
ment to Second Revision Brown 
County Ordinances pertaining to 
rezoning the described property.  
At the conclusion of the hearing, 
the Brown County Commission 
may adopt first reading of Ordi-
nance No. 201. All member pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried. 

PLATS: Commissioner Sutton 
offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION 41-21 MAM-
MENGA’S CONSERVATION EASE-
MENT TRACTS

“Be it resolved by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Brown 
County, South Dakota, that 
the plat showing Mammenga’s 
Conservation Easement Tracts 
in the Southeast Quarter and 
the Southeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 32, 
Township 125 North, Range 62 
West of the 5th Principal Merid-
ian, Brown County, South Dakota 
having been examined is hereby 
approved in accordance with the 
provisions of SDCL 11-3, and any 
amendments thereof.” Seconded 
by Feickert. Roll call vote Com-
missioner Feickert-aye, Sutton-
aye, Wiese-aye, Fjeldheim-aye. 
Resolution adopted. 

RESOLUTION 42-21 KANGAS 
AND JAMES SUBDIVISION

“Be it resolved by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Brown 
County, South Dakota, that the 
plat showing Kangas and James 
Subdivision in the NE ¼ of 
Section 33-T126N-R61W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota having been examined is 
hereby approved in accordance 
with the provisions of SDCL 11-3, 
and any amendments thereof.” 
Seconded by Feickert. Roll call 
vote Commissioner Feickert-aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Fjeld-
heim-aye. Resolution adopted. 

RESOLUTION 43-21 JVT 

STRATFORD TOWER ADDITION
“Be it resolved by the County 

Commission of Brown County, 
South Dakota, that the plat 
showing “JVT STRATFORD TOW-
ER ADDITION IN THE SW ¼ 
OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 121 
NORTH, RANGE 62 WEST OF 
THE 5TH P.M., BROWN COUNTY, 
SOUTH DAKOTA” having been 
examined is hereby approved in 
accordance with the provisions 
of SDCL of 1967, Chapter 11-3, 
and any amendments thereof.” 
Seconded by Feickert. Roll call 
vote Commissioner Feickert-aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Fjeld-
heim-aye. Resolution adopted. 

LEASES: Moved by Wiese, 
seconded by Sutton to approve 
the following leases: Bart Walker 
(The Celtic Fair) for the lease of 
the Richmond Lake Youth Camp 
on September 18-19, 2021; Child 
Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) 
for the lease of the Richmond 
Lake Youth Camp Lodge on July 
19-23, 2021; Montgomery’s 
Furniture for the lease of 8 
picnic tables on July 16, 2021. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

ABATEMENT: Moved by Fe-
ickert, seconded by Wiese to 
approve the following abate-
ment: Kyle Reif & Margo Loebs 
(paid special assessment to City 
of Groton) @ $324.85. All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

CLAIM ASSIGNMENT: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Wiese to 
authorize Auditor sign documen-
tation to assign claim against an 
individual to Credit Collection Bu-
reau for the purpose of collecting 
liens. All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT/DISCUS-
SION_SERVICE ANIMALS IN THE 
COURTHOUSE: Erica Coughlin, 
HR Direction, met with the Board 
of Commissioner to discuss as to 
what animals are allowed to en-
ter the Courthouse building.  She 
advises the County follows ADA 
guidelines in allowing service 
animals (no emotional support) 
inside the building and that the 
county opted to continue fol-
lowing the same guidelines. No 
actions taken. 

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Feickert, seconded by Sutton 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 9:37 a.m.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

Jeannette McClain, Brown 
County Deputy Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $102.85. 
20315

Brown County
Aug. 3, 2021

Meeting Minutes
AUGUST 3, 2021 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Fjeldheim at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commission 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present 
were Commissioners Feickert, 
Sutton and Wiese. Commissioner 
Kippley was absent. Commis-
sioner Wiese led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Feickert to approve the agenda. 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

SEALED PROPOSAL OPEN-
ING_OWNER REPRESENTA-
TION SERVICES (COUNTY JAIL): 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Feickert to defer award for 
Owner Representation Services 
on a later date for further review 
by the Sheriff’s & State’s Attor-
ney Office. Proposal has been 
received from the following: 
HMN Architects (Overland Park, 
KS), Tegra Group (St Louis Park, 
MN), Elevatus Architecture (Fort 
Wayne, IN), KMS Engineering 
(Sioux Falls, SD), and Donlar 
Construction (MN, SD, ND, IA, 
WI). All members present voting 
aye. Motion carried.

APPLICATION FOR OCCUPAN-
CY: Moved by Wiese, seconded 
by Sutton to approve applica-
tion submitted by Midcontinent 
for occupancy of Brown County 
Highway Number 6G, in Sec-
tion 13, Township 124N, Range 
65W, Brown County, South Da-
kota (126401 N Bridge Rd) for 
telecommunication purpose. All 
members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

APPLICATION FOR OCCUPAN-
CY: Moved by Feickert, seconded 
by Wiese to approve application 
submitted by Midcontinent for 
occupancy of Brown County 
Highway Number 16, in Section 
18, Township 123N, Range 62W, 
Brown County, South Dakota. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

APPLICATION FOR OCCUPAN-
CY: Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Feickert to approve applica-

tion submitted by WEB Water 
Development for occupancy of 
Brown County Highway Number 
14E, in Section 27, Township 
123, Range 63, Brown County, 
South Dakota for potable water 
line usage. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES: Dirk 
Rogers, Highway Superinten-
dent, discussed with the Com-
mission current road projects 
and department updates.

VACATION OF SERVICE ROAD 
RIGHT OF WAY: Moved by Fe-
ickert, seconded by Wiese to set 
hearing date to consider petition 
to vacate the following service 
road right of way: Petition by 
Linda Fordham, Darin Duvall, 
Michael Rohl, Christopher Galvin, 
Lee Goetz and Brown County 
Highway Department to vacate 
the service road right of way de-
scribed as follows: 50 ft X 1098 
ft Service Road Right of Way 
bordered on the North by 129th 
St and bordered on the South by 
Lots 14, 15 and 26 of the Replat 
of Lots 6,7 and 8 in Block 2 of 
Gederos Subdivision and Lot 1, 
Goetz Consolidation Subdivision 
in Gederos Subdivision in the NW 
¼ of Section 35, Township 124N, 
Range 64 W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, South Dakota.  
Hearing to be held August 24, at 
8:48 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, South Dakota.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

 COUNTY BURN BAN: The 
Board of Commissioner had a 
brief discussion on how to go 
with the process of issuing con-
trolled burn permits. No actions 
taken.

MINUTES: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Wiese to approve 
the general meeting minutes of 
July 27, 2021. All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.  

CLAIMS & PAYROLL: Moved 
by Feickert, seconded by Wiese 
to approve the following claims 
& payroll: Payroll: Commission 
$4,327.95; Auditor $8,937.74; 
Treasurer $13,663.46; SA 
$23,908.49; SVAWA $1,575.00; 
Maintenance $7,801.29; As-
sessor $13,504.39; Register 
of Deeds $9,124.94; VSO 
$2,560.75; GIS $2,411.38; IT 
$7,261.45; HR $3,677.08; Sheriff 
$38,497.50; Jail $53,992.57; 
Court Security $4,764.02; JDC 
$34,304.17; Welfare $2,982.62; 
Museum $8,413.56; Parks/Fair-
grounds $5,973.21; Fair Board 
$3,800.99; 4-H $1,394.40; Weed 
$4,247.88; Planning & Zoning 
$4,598.71; Highway $45,036.60; 
Dispatch $31,788.18; Emer-
gency $4,160.96; Teen Court 
$571.15; JDAI $1,846.15; 24/7 
Sobriety $1,264.87; Landfill 
$14,434.85; FICA $22,440.61; 
Medicare $5,248.20; Health 
Insurance $115,978.38; Dental 
Insurance $7,546.90; Life Insur-
ance $1,014.90. Claims:  Chris 
Hauger $356.80; Lisa Fedeler 
$266.38; Deb Stamm $246.64; 
Aberdeen Fire Rescue $671.00; 

Artz Equipment Inc $23.86; 
Andrew Coughlin $19.74; Av-
era Medical Group $4,203.70; 
DT Pharmacy $981.29; Bur-
dette Security $4,798.22; MAC’S 
Inc. $2,093.25; Cole Papers 
$1,291.61; Cathy McNickle 
$14.00; Bakken Building Maint. 
$500.00; Crawford Trucks & 
Equip. $3,653.40; Dakota Doors 
Inc $355.20; Diamond Mow-
ers, Inc $836.40; Dakota Sup-
ply Group $25.20; Ecolab Pest 
$117.60; Fastenal Company 
$503.11; FedEx $20.98; Haar 
Plumbing $456.79; Lawson Prod-
ucts Inc $659.23; Leidholdt Tool 
Sales $264.09; Lien Transporta-
tion Co $424,475.10; LabSource 
$1,093.95; Jake’s Heating and 
Cooling $90.00; Montana Da-
kota Utilites $23.21; Midstates 
Printing $740.00; Midcontinent 
Communications $1,193.78; 
Menards $179.94; Mark Mil-
brandt $668.67; Geffdog Designs 
$48.00; Northwestern Energy 
$6,130.68; Performance Oil 
$257.78; Sara Zahn $74.60; 
SDSU Extension $138.30; Sewer 
Duck $337.50; South Dako-
ta Public Assurance Alliance 
$91.07; Share Corp $627.00; 
South Brown Conservation Dis-
trict $724.00; Sherwin-Williams 
$74.64; Yankton County Sheriff’s 
Office $50.00; All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried. 

LEASE: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Feickert to approve 
the following lease: NSU Focus 
Group for lease of Richmond 
Lake Youth Camp Lodge and one 
dorm on August 19-21, 2021. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

SHERIFF’S REPORT_JUNE 
2021: Moved by Sutton, sec-
onded by Wiese to approve 
June 2021 Sheriff’s Report. All 
members present voting aye. 

Ear, Nose and Throat 
Health Services

Robert Cihak, MD
Turn to Robert Cihak, MD, who cares for 
ear, nose and throat conditions, including: 

• Acid reflux or GERD
• Allergies
• Balance and dizziness
• Broken nose 
• Chronic sinusitis
• Deviated nasal septum
• Ear infections 
• Head and neck cancer
• Hearing loss and other hearing problems
• Nasal polyps
• Nosebleeds
• Snoring and sleep apnea
• Swallowing disorders
• Tinnitus
• Tonsil and adenoid infections
• Voice disorders
• Wax blockage

820 First Ave. SE, Suite 100
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Schedule an appointment at 605-622-5506.
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Motion carried.
 LOTTERY PERMIT: Moved 

by Feickert, seconded by Wiese 
to approve the following lot-
tery permit application: Brown 
County Democrats for a raffle 
on August 22, 2021 at the Brown 
County Fairgrounds. All mem-
bers present voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 
by Wiese, seconded by Sutton 
to go into executive session 
to discuss contracts per SDCL 
1-25-2(4).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  The 
chair declared executive session 
closed with no action taken. 

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Feickert 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 10:35 a.m.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

Jeannette McClain, Brown 
County Deputy Auditor

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $67.00. 20316

Groton City
Untimely Audit
Notice is hereby given that the 

Municipality of Groton, South Da-
kota. Has failed  to submit to the 
Department of Legislative Audit 
a timely audit report, as defined 
in SDCL 4-2-17, for the two-year 
period ended December 31, 
2019. This notice is required by 
SDCL 4-2-15. The Municipality  
may also be subject to a penalty 
of ten dollars per day for each 
day that the audit report remains 
delinquent in accordance with 
SDCL 4-2-16.

Russell A. Olson, Audit Gen-
eral

Department of Legiative Audit
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $6.86. 20317
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Weekly Vikings Roundup
By Dominique Clare

The new-look Minnesota Vikings are getting 
to know each other very well during camp. The 
improved defense is pushing the offense to be 
better as there have been great matchups on 
both sides of the ball.

Unfortunately, camp has not been drama-
free this year. It was announced that the 
Vikings have the lowest vaccination rate in 
the NFL with one of their players being start-
ing quarterback Kirk Cousins. Because of the 
strict guidelines for unvaccinated players, 
Cousins had to miss several practices. This is 
something that is expected to hover over the 
Vikings season all year based on how many 
unvaccinated players they have.

On top of that Justin Jefferson gave Vikings 
fans an injury scare. The second-year all-pro 
receiver from LSU landed on his shoulder 
area funny after a collision with cornerback 
Bashaud Breeland. Jefferson received good 
news that it was just a sprain later that day. 
The Vikings updated his status to day to day.

The Vikings are now gearing up for their first 
preseason game. Here is everything you need 
to know and look out for.

Who do the Vikings play their first preseason 
game? The Vikings play their first preseason 
game against the Denver Broncos on Sat-
urday, August 14th at U.S. Bank Stadium in 
Minneapolis.

What are the top position battle to watch? 
The Vikings will be using the preseason to 
get a good look at several players that have a 
chance to have a significant role on the team.

The backup quarterback battle will be inter-
esting to watch. Fans are excited for the rookie 
Kellen Mond, but it’s looking like he is going 
to have to earn that spot. Jake Browning is 
making a push for the backup job after being 
the only quarterback available for camp when 
Cousins, Mond, and Stanley had to sit out due 
to the COVID-19 protocols.

Another position that has players battling is 
wide receiver. The top two spots are obviously 
Adam Thielen and Justin Jefferson. After that, 
it is wide open. The Vikings brought in Dede 
Westbrook right before camp. At the time it 
seemed like he was a lock for the 3rd receiver 

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

A parking lot 
conversation

“That’s a beautiful 
car you have there,” a 
voice booms from be-
hind me in the parking 
lot of Ken’s Fairway as 
I place deli food and 
a case of Grain Belt in 
the trunk. Dad drank 
the stuff, and like I 
keep lemon drops in a 
candy dish to remind 
me of Grandpa Spillo-
way, who used them to 
kick a smoking habit, 
and like the blackberry 
brandy I keep to remind me of Grandma 
Bender’s cold remedy, I like to have Grain Belt 
on hand. Can beer be a comfort food? I think 
definitely so.

I thank the man, and yes, it is a beautiful car, 
and I tell him it’s the third ragtop I’ve owned. 
“You must make a lot of money,” he says. 
“Naw, I just spend a lot.”

He’s wearing a Korean War veteran’s hat. So, 
I ask him about it. He doesn’t look it, but he’s 

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

That’s 
Life

by Tony Bender

but others are giving him a run for his money. 
KJ Osborn has put together a nice camp and 
is looking like a legitimate 3rd receiver. The 
rookie Ihmir Smith-Marsette is also having a 
great camp. Westbrook is still working his way 
back to full strength so don’t be surprised to 
see either of those two guys early on during 
the season,

Arguably the most important position battle 
for the Vikings is right guard. Right now that is 
between Dakota Dozier, Oli Udoh, and Wyatt 
Davis. Udoh is my favorite to win the position. 
He has received amazing feedback about his 
play and particularly his strength during camp.

What about the Broncos? I don’t expect the 
Broncos to be a top team in the NFL this sea-
son but they do have the potential to be above 
average. Vikings fans will get a chance to see 
Teddy Bridgewater again, as he is currently 
the backup for Drew Lock on the Broncos. He 
should see a lot of minutes during the game. 
It will be a great team for the Vikings players 
to shake off the rust and officially kick off the 
season. 

92. And his wife is 85. He volunteered for the 
Air Force for two reasons. One, he had a nail 
in his leg—I didn’t ask—and he didn’t think it 
would hold up in the infantry, and besides, he 
thought it would be safer in the air. As it turns 
out, a lot of planes were going down. No mat-
ter. He ended up in the navy, an adventure 
that included a three-day typhoon so violent 
the propellers of the big warship churned 
nothing but air much of the time in high seas. 

It’s funny. I’d been to Aberdeen twice in 
three weeks for a crown and a chipped upper 
canine tooth, and the last time, I was accosted 
in the parking lot of Kessler’s by an old-timer 
with a case of a lesser beer in his shopping 
cart. “Do you know what tax was on this?” he 
asked, but before I could guess, he shouted, 
“$1.56!”

“That’s not too bad,” I blurt, because I’m a 
dutiful American. “Not too bad!” He grumbles 
some more unintelligibly, like I’m some kind of 
tax-paying degenerate or something. 

Thankfully, Lloyd isn’t angry about any-
thing, he’s just worried about all the hate 
in the world. I don’t argue, because I can’t, 
and then he tells me about boot camp in the 
Carolinas when a big ol’ country boy took him 
aside and said, “You Yankees are going to ruin 
everything for us,” because you, know, black 
people were getting the vote and sharing 
drinking fountains.

I smile and pull out my phone and show 
him a picture taken a few days earlier of my 
nephew’s cherubic black baby on my lap. I’m 
embarrassed when I realize I’m wearing the 
same shirt, but hey, I really like the shirt. Lloyd 
squints in the sun and nods while I absently 
run my tongue over the repaired canine. My 
nose hasn’t been this numb since the ‘80’s.

A couple of times I try to break off the con-
versation but Lloyd doesn’t seem to notice that 
I’m aiming to return my cart to the bin which 
by my reckoning is about nine football fields 
away. But I love old people, and everyone has 
a story to tell, so I listen. To all 92 years of it. 
Or that’s how it seemed, anyway. 

Lloyd tells me about the rows of trees he 
and his wife once planted at the farm 15 miles 
north of town, how tall they’ve grown, and he’s 
proud of that, and he should be, because Lloyd 
will leave this world a better place.

He  circles back to all the hate in the world, 
and then quotes me a Bible verse, but not in a 
threatening Billy Sunday hellfire way, besides, 
I like Psalms, and I am really beginning to like 
Lloyd. So much in fact, that I give him a big 
old bear hug right there in front of God and 
the August Schell Brewing Company. Because 
the world needs more Lloyds.

Unconsciously, I glance at the shopping 
cart again. “I’ll take that back for you,” he 
volunteers. We shake hands and he wheels it 
toward the bottle shop. “It was good meeting 
you, Lloyd,” I say, but he just nods serenely 
which is what you do when you’re 92 and your 
hearing aid is almost that old.

	 In the car I check my face to see how 
puffy it might be. I find I’m smiling. 

	 © Tony Bender, 2021	
	

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.605-380-1717

www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Midwest 
Masonry & 

New or Replaced Sidewalk
Block Walls ~ Egress Windows

Driveway ~ Garage Floors ~ Basement Floors
Stone and Brick Work

605/397-8383Call for a free 
quote
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The Life of Anna Rix
Funeral services for Anna Rix, 92, 

of Groton will be 10:30 a.m., Thurs-
day, August 12th at the United 
Methodist Church, Groton.  Pastor 
Brandon Dunham will officiate. 
Burial will follow in Groton Union 
Cemetery, under the direction of 
Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel, 
Groton.

Visitation will be held at the fu-
neral chapel on Wednesday from 
5-7 p.m. with a prayer service at 
7:00 p.m.

Ann passed away August 7, 2021 
at her home. 

Anna Mae was born on December 
9, 1928 in Frederick, SD to Walter 
and Sedia (Kattilasaari) Sammuli.  
She was their eighth child of ten 
but the first to be born in the 
U.S., since they immigrated from 

Sweden.  Ann attended school at Frederick, SD and Northern State 
Teachers College , later becoming a country school teacher.  She 
was later employed at Employment Security in Aberdeen.  On Sep-
tember 14, 1952 she was united in marriage with Gerald Rix at Savo 
Lutheran Church, rural Frederick.  Together they were blessed with 
three children and made their home in rural Groton.

Anna was an active member of several groups including PEO, East-
ern Star and United Methodist Women.  She enjoyed reading, playing 
bridge and spending time with her grandchildren.  In earlier years, 
she and Jerry spent many nights at children’s activities and always 
enjoyed hosting after event get-togethers. 

Celebrating her life are her children, Roger (Pamela) Rix of Groton, 
Elaine (Fred) Wolken of Piedmont, Teresa (Larry) Enze of Sioux Falls; 
her grandchildren, Grant (Tracy) Rix, Jarrett (Amy) Rix, Mary Ann Rix 
and fiancé Eric Benton, Jessica (Mike) Hauck, Adam (Carmen) Grams, 
Alana (David) White, Amber (Bryce) Sombke, Sheila (Jim) Otteson, 
Wendy (Jamie) Howard, Christa (Mike) Sports, Logan Enze and Erin 
Enze. Anna is also survived by her great-grandchildren: Gideon, Con-
rad & Roscoe Rix, Leo Rix, Nicholas Love, John White, Justin & Casey 
Taul, Neva & Theresa Howard, Nicholas Lane, Rowan Shepherd, her 

The Life of Donald E. Helmer
Donald E. Helmer, 90, Cibolo, 

Texas, and formerly Andover, SD, 
died Thursday, July 22, 2021 in 
San Antonio, Texas.

Donald Eugene Helmer was born 
February 10, 1931, Webster, SD, 
to Henry W.F. and Mabel (Wilm-
sen) Helmer, Andover, SD. He 
was raised on the farm, where he 
did chores with his eight siblings. 
He graduated from Andover High 
School in 1949 and went to work 
in the Groton, SD, bank. And soon 
he received his draft notice. Not 
wanting to join the Army, he in-
stead enlisted in the United States 
Air Force. Upon returning home 
from his service, he was asked 
back to work at the Groton bank. 
Deciding he didn’t want to work 
in the bank the rest of his life, he 
reenlisted in the USAF and made 
it a career. He retired October 31, 

1984 as a Colonel in the Air Force with the 47th Flying Training Wing 
at the Laughlin Air Force Base, Del Rio, Texas.

He settled in Del Rio, bought a house and worked at part-time jobs. 
He later moved to Cibolo, Texas, where he bought a house. He cor-
responded with family often and visited his hometown, “the beautiful 
Andover, South Dakota” regularly. He ran in many 5K events around 
the country. He created and ran the Andover 5K Walk/Run in 2001, 
to assist with repairing the Andover Waldorf Hotel. He operated and 
participated in the annual event for several years. It was discontinued 
upon the demolition of the hotel.

He is survived by one sister, Joyce Skiles, Chattanooga, Tenn.; three 
sisters-in-law, Ilene Helmer, Andover, SD; LaVonne Helmer, Aberdeen, 
SD, and Norma Helmer, Groton, SD; many nieces and nephews; and 
friend, Christopher Kite, Texas.

 Preceding him in death were his parents; three sisters, Dorothy Sun-
dermeyer, Beatrice Tobin and Barbara Guthmiller; four brothers, Leon, 
Richard, Orville and Norman; one sister-in-law, Shirley Helmer; four 
brothers-in-law, William Sundermeyer, James Tobin, Myron Guthmiller 
and Gwin Skiles; one niece, Sharon Sundermeyer; and two nephews, 
Scott Tobin and David Skiles.

Donald was cremated and his ashes scattered, according to his 
wishes.

The Life of Doris Zoellner
Funeral Services for Doris Zoellner, 92, 

of Groton were held Wednesday, August 
4th at the Groton United Methodist 
Church.  Pastor Brandon Dunham offici-
ated.  Burial followed in Union Cemetery 
under the direction of Paetznick-Garness 
Funeral Chapel, Groton.

Doris passed away July 29, 2021 at her 
home in Groton. 

Doris Matilda was born on January 26, 
1929 to Charles and Hulda (Johnson) 
Strom.  She was born the youngest of 
nine siblings, including her twin brother.  
Doris attended school in Groton and 
began working at the Bank in Groton 

following graduation.  This is where she met her future husband, 
Richard Zoellner.  They were married a year later on September 12, 
1949 at the United Methodist Church in Groton.  The couple made 
their home on the family farm and were blessed with four children. 

Doris was an active member of the United Methodist Church. For 
over 50 years, she served on the UMW Committee and was honored 
for her service.  Doris enjoyed baking and often did so for others, 
making her famous caramel rolls.  In earlier years, she loved traveling 
to visit her family in other states and her daughter in Poland.  Doris 
also cherished time spent with her grandchildren, helping them with 
puzzles, playing cards, reading to them and baking Christmas cookies.   

Celebrating her life are her children, Kenneth Zoellner of Aberdeen, 
Yvonne (Jim) Bailey of Sioux Falls, Kathy (Richard) Engel of Warsaw, 
Poland, Bill Zoellner of Groton, 8 grandchildren: Katie, Michael, Mat-
thew, David, Samantha, Bailee, Tia, Christina and two sister-in-laws. 

Preceding her in death was her husband Richard in 2009, her 
daughter-in-law, Wanda, her eight siblings, and five half-brothers.

Casketbearers were Art Zoellner, Loel Schott, Bill McKiver, Alan 
Strom, Dan Strom and Michael Bailey.  

Water rate proposal to increase by 
25¢/1000 gallons

WEB Water has announced to its customers that it plans to increase 
its rates for the third time in as many years. The council will consider a 
first reading on the water rate ordinance at its next meeting, reflecting 
about 25 cents per 1,000 gallons of water used increase.  WEB Water 
raised its rates by 24 cents per 1,000 gallons. In addition, there is a 
55 cent per 1,000 gallon increase for any water the city uses over its 
contracted rate with WEB. 

The city was presented with a Drinking Water Excellence Award 
for the 20th consecutive year. It recognizes the fact that the city has 
provided safe drinking water to its citizens.

The second reading was passed in regarding the issuance of local 
medical cannabis establishment permits and/or licenses.

Attention shifting from 
COVID to Education

Superintendent Joe Schwann said, “The attention is shifting from 
COVID to education. Everything is shifting together away from CO-
VID.” He presented the district response to COVID-19. He said the 
most important thing to note is that, “if you’re sick, stay home. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s COVID, influenza, strep throat or what ever. It’s 
just common sense.” He also said there will be no quarantine of close 
contact situations and no contact tracing. “I feel comfortable making 
that recommendation.” If someone tests positive for COVID, then they 
do need to be quarantined for 10 days. There are tests now available 
for families that want to test themselves for COVID.

The list of qualifying conditions requiring medical cannabis is broad 
and short. Schwan recommended that the staff not administer the 
cannabis treatment and that the district not store the cannabis on the 
school grounds.

Board Member Marty Weismantel questioned the process of select-
ing volunteer assistant coaches. The head coaches hand pick their 
volunteers. Weismantel said there is no vetting processing and would 
like to see on-staff personnel given priority over off-staff personnel. 
He said that going foward, he would like to see a different procedure. 
The board did approve the volunteer assistant coach list with Weism-
antel voting no. They are Carleen Johnson and Kaylin Kucker for girls 
soccer, Garrett Wiedrick for boys soccer, Carla Tracy for volleyball and 
Dalton Locke for football.

Groton Police Report
July 19-25

City Miles Driven: 664
County Miles Driven: 76
1 animal call, 2 to assist other departments, 2 to assist other law 

enforcement agencies, 1 request for family crisis/transient, 3 suspi-
cious activities, 1 business security, 6 citizen assistance, 2 county 
vehicle accidents, 3 dog complaints, 1 domestic disturbance, 3 fire 
assistance, 2 locked vehicle assistance, 2 medical/rescue/ambulance, 
5 warnings issues, 2 summons issued, 6 speeding tickets, 3 to finger 
print people, 1 violation - No contact order.
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AUCTIONS
INTERSTATE AUCTION CENTER: Consignment Auction August 14th. 

3 miles east of Sioux Falls exit 402. Tractors, farm, ranch and construc-
tion equipment. Call 605 331 4550 Website – auctionzip.com 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
FOR LEASE MUNICIPAL BAR/RESTAURANT with liquor license in 

Summit, SD, call Kathy 881-8575 Pete 398-6419 or Norma 881-2469 
evenings for more info.  Interested parties will be considered at our 
September 7th meeting.  

EMPLOYMENT
KENNEDY IMPLEMENT in Philip, SD is looking for service technicians! 

Wage DOE, willing to train, comprehensive benefit package! Inquire 
by e-mail at sales@kennedyimplement.com!__________________________________________________

DENTAL HYGIENISTS: Are you a dental hygienist looking for a 
change? Delta Dental of South Dakota’s Mobile Program has opportuni-
ties for dental hygienists.  These opportunities include both full time 
and/or part-time flexible schedules, including working specific weeks 
and/or months out of the year.  The dental hygienists will work under 
collaborative supervision in southwest South Dakota, primarily on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. The dental hygienists will join a team 
providing preventive services and oral health education in schools, 
Head Starts, etc.  Extensive travel is required. Excellent salary and 
benefits including health, dental, vision, life/long term disability insur-
ance, paid holidays, vacation/sick leave, 401k, and more. For more 
information visit www.deltadentalsd.com. Submit a cover letter and 
resume to:  summer.sporrer@deltadentalsd.com. Questions? Contact 
Summer Sporrer at 605-494-2569.__________________________________________________

POLICE CHIEF NEEDED:  The City of Kadoka is accepting applications 
for the position of fulltime Police Chief. Application forms are available 
at the City Finance Office.  Must be certified or be able to certified 
through the SD Law Enforcement Training Center within one year of 
hire date. Please return letter of interest, resume and/or completed 
application form to City Finance Officer, PO Box 58, Kadoka, SD  57543 
or kadokacity@goldenwest.net. Salary DOQ.  EOE.__________________________________________________

HUGHES COUNTY FINANCE OFFICER, full time, Pierre area. Position 
requires knowledge and training in administration, management, su-
pervision accounting, purchasing, and human resources. Wage DOQ. 
605-773-7477. EOE

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for only $150. Put the South 

Dakota Statewide Classifieds Network to work for you today! (25 words 
for $150. Each additional word $5.) Statewide Full Digital Ad is $300 
for 1 week. Call the Groton Independent at 397-7460 for details.

never written a pre-
scription for a funny movie, or a television comedy show, and I have 
no clowns or rubber chickens in my office. On the contrary, doctors 
are often expected to be serious and professional. Perhaps we are 
missing a great opportunity to help heal. What if more doctors were 
like Dr. Patch Adams, who is known by the medical community for 
his quest to inject humor and laughter into the treatment of patients?  

In medicine we work to cure disease. To cure means “to eliminate all 
evidence of disease.” However, there is a second goal that we also have 
and that is to heal. To heal means “to become whole by strengthening 
the mind and spirit to improve the quality of life, even if, or when, no 
physical cure is possible.” Laughter helps us heal. There have been 
multiple studies on what happens to the human body when we laugh. 
Research has been done on the importance of laughter from children 
to the elderly and no matter the age, laughter is the best medicine.  

Due to the mind-body connection, laughing can aid your brain in 
producing chemicals that help your heart work better and pump more 
evenly. Laughing can assist in reducing pain by causing the body to 
produce its own natural painkillers. A deep belly laugh benefits and 
enhances your intake of air, which stimulates the lungs and muscles. 
Laughter helps boost your body’s immune system to help you prevent 
and fight off infections. It can also lower your stress level and give 
you more energy.  

According to the American Heart Association, research has shown 
that laughing can decrease stress hormones, reduce artery inflam-
mation, and increase your HDL (good cholesterol). Who knew that 
a laugh could do so much good? A study on adults age 65 and older 
in Japan showed that even after adjustment for high cholesterol, 

high blood pressure, depression, weight, and 
other risk factors, the frequency of heart 
diseases among those who never or almost 
never laughed was 1.21 times higher than 
those who reported laughing every day. In 
the same study, the risk of having a stroke 
was 1.60 times higher for those who almost 
never laughed compared to those who were 
full of mirth.

So, I will leave you with a few “treatments” 
to help improve your health today. Why did the 
pillow go to the doctor? Because he was feel-
ing all stuffed up. Why did the cookie go to the 
hospital? He was feeling really crumby. Does 
an apple a day keep the doctor away? Only if 
you aim it well enough. Did you hear the one 
about the germ? Never mind; I don’t want to 
spread it around. Laughter is one medicine for 
which there is no maximum dose. Laugh often 
and well for a happy and healthy life.  

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® 
team of physicians and currently practices 
family medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. 
For free and easy access to the entire Prairie 
Doc® library, visit www.prairiedoc.org and 
follow Prairie Doc® on Facebook featuring 
On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A 
show streaming on Facebook and broadcast 
on SDPB most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  

-0-

By Jill Kruse, DO ~ Prairie Doc® Perspectives

The area had been engulfed with smoke which reduced 
visibility and created a very strong smell in the air from the 
Canadian fires. So much so that a poor air quality alert was is-
sued, many outdoor activities were cancelled including various 
swimming pools in the state including Groton’s.  (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Get Your COVID-19 
Vaccine Today!

Do it for yourself.
Do it for your family.

Scan the QR code using your 
smartphone to find out where to 
get your COVID-19 Shot today!

GOT QUESTIONS?
covid.sd.gov or 1-800-997-2880

This publication was supported by the grant NU50CK000512 Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity funded by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. It’s contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health and Human Services. 100% of the project will be financed by federal grant dollars.

Laughter 
is the Best 
Medicine

It is often said that 
laughter is the best 
medicine, yet I have 

A gift subscription 
to the Groton 
Independent 

makes a great gift!
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State B American Junior Legion 
Baseball Tournament

Groton claims consolation 
championship title

Lake Norden got things moving in the first inning, when an error 
scored one run for Lake Norden.

Groton pulled away for good with three runs in the third inning. In 
the third Tate Larson singled on the first pitch of the at bat, scoring one 
run and Jordan Bjerke singled on a 1-2 count, scoring one run.

Dillon Ablen pitched Groton to victory. The bulldog surrendered two 
runs on five hits over seven innings, striking out six and walking one.

Christain Rodriguez took the loss for Lake Norden. The bulldog al-
lowed seven hits and four runs over five innings, striking out eight and 
walking zero.

Lake Norden collected five hits on the day. Turner Stevenson and 
Troy Randall each managed multiple hits for Lake Norden. Randall and 
Stevenson all had two hits to lead Lake Norden.

Ryan Groeblinghoff went 2-for-3 at the plate to lead Groton in hits.
“Powered by Narrative Science and GameChanger Media. Copyright 2021. All rights reserved.” 

Early Lead For Groton Seals Fate For 
Lennox

Lennox watched the game slip away early and couldn’t recover in a 
7-4 loss to Groton on Saturday. Groton scored on a double by Brandin 
Althoff, a fielder’s choice by Dillon Ablen, and a fielder’s choice by Cole 
Simon in the second inning. The Groton win at the state tournament in 
Redfield will advance the team to a fifth place game with Lake Nordon 
at 1 p.m. today followed by the third place game between Clark/Willow 
Lake and Winner/Colome. The championship game will follow between 
Belle Fourche and Redfield.

In the second inning, Groton got their offense started when Althoff 
doubled on a 1-1 count, scoring one run.

Groton scored four runs in the fourth inning. Groton big bats were 
led by Andrew Marzahn, Ryan Groeblinghoff, Colby Dunker, and Tate 
Larson, all knocking in runs in the inning.

Althoff earned the victory on the mound for Groton. The pitcher 
lasted six and two-thirds innings, allowing six hits and three runs while 
striking out six and walking one. Simon threw one-third of an inning in 
relief out of the bullpen.

Braeden Wulf took the loss for Lennox. Wulf allowed five hits and 
seven runs over three innings, striking out four.

Wulf led Lennox with three hits in three at bats.
“Powered by Narrative Science and GameChanger Media. Copyright 2021. All rights reserved.”

Groton Falls To Winner Colome After 
Fifth Inning Score

The State B American Junior Legion Baseball Tournament is going 
on in Redfield. Groton stayed in it until the end, but Winner Colome 
pulled away late in a 7-5 victory on Friday. The game was tied at three 
with Winner Colome batting in the top of the fifth when Ethan Bartels 
singled on a 2-0 count, scoring one run.

Winner Colome got things moving in the first inning. An error scored 
one run for Winner Colome.

In the bottom of the third inning, Groton tied things up at three when 
Bartels’s wild pitch allowed one run to score for Groton.

Bartels was credited with the victory for Winner Colome. Bartels went 
five innings, allowing three runs on two hits and striking out six. Aiden 
Barfuss threw two innings in relief out of the bullpen. Barfuss recorded 
the last six outs to earn the save for Winner Colome.

Ryan Groeblinghoff took the loss for Groton. The pitcher surrendered 
three runs on four hits over four innings, striking out four.

Kaleb Hoover started the game for Groton. The bulldog went two-
thirds of an inning, allowing three runs on four hits, striking out one 
and walking zero

Cole Simon, Brandin Althoff, and Colby Dunker all had one hit to lead 
Groton.

Winner Colome saw the ball well today, racking up eight hits in the 
game. Barfuss and Bartels each collected multiple hits for Winner Co-
lome. Winner Colome tore up the base paths, as two players stole at 
least two bases. Jack Peters led the way with two.

“Powered by Narrative Science and GameChanger Media. Copyright 2021. All rights reserved.”

State B American Legion Baseball 
Tournament

Christian Of Redfield Shuts Out Groton
Christian DeYoung threw a gem on Sunday for Redfield Post 92, al-

lowing zero runs and besting Groton Post 39 by a score of 1-0
The pitching was strong on both sides. DeYoung struck out eight, 

while Alex Morris sat down three.
One bright spot for Groton Post 39 was a single by Pierce Kettering 

in the third inning.
DeYoung was credited with the victory for Redfield Post 92. The pitcher 

lasted seven innings, allowing four hits and zero runs while striking out 
eight and walking one.

Morris took the loss for Groton Post 39. The bulldog allowed five hits 
and one run over six innings, striking out three and walking one.

Peyton Osborn led Redfield Post 92 with two hits in two at bats. 
Redfield Post 92 was sure-handed in the field and didn’t commit a 
single error. Keaton Rohlfs had the most chances in the field with nine.

Groton Post 39 didn’t commit a single error in the field. Peyton John-
son had eight chances in the field, the most on the team.

Groton Grabs Lead In Fifth Inning To 
Defeat Winner/Colome

Groton Post 39 took the lead late and defeated Winner/Colome Post 
169 4-2 on Saturday. The game was tied at two with Groton Post 39 
batting in the bottom of the fifth when Alex Morris singled on a 3-1 
count, scoring one run.

In the second inning, Winner/Colome Post 169 got their offense 
started. Charley Pravecek drove in one when Pravecek singled.

Chandler Larson took the win for Groton Post 39. The pitcher al-
lowed five hits and two runs over seven innings, striking out eight and 
walking one.

Kameron Meiners took the loss for Winner/Colome Post 169. The 
hurler went four innings, allowing four runs on six hits, striking out 
one and walking one.

Groton Post 39 tallied seven hits. Morris and Tate Larson all managed 
multiple hits for Groton Post 39. Larson and Morris each collected two 
hits to lead Groton Post 39.

Aiden Barfuss led Winner/Colome Post 169 with two hits in three at 
bats.

Two Pitchers Team Up As Lake 
Norden/Badger Post 260 Defeats 

Groton Post 39 In Shut-Out
Lake Norden/Badger Post 260 defeated Groton Post 39 4-0 on Friday 

as two pitchers combined to throw a shutout. Jackson Noem struck 
out Tate Larson to finish off the game.

Lake Norden/Badger Post 260 got things moving in the second in-
ning, when Cameron Thue hit a solo homer.

One bright spot for Groton Post 39 was a double by Alex Morris in 
the first inning.

Nicholai Arbach pitched Lake Norden/Badger Post 260 to victory. 
Arbach went six and two-thirds innings, allowing zero runs on two 
hits, striking out seven and walking zero. Noem threw one-third of an 
inning in relief out of the bullpen.

Peyton Johnson took the loss for Groton Post 39. The bulldog lasted 
four and a third innings, allowing six hits and two runs while striking 
out two and walking zero.

Lake Norden/Badger Post 260 hit one home run on the day. Thue 
had a homer in the second inning.

Lake Norden/Badger Post 260 tallied eight hits on the day. Christian 
Rodriguez and Noem all had multiple hits for Lake Norden/Badger Post 
260. Noem and Rodriguez each collected two hits to lead Lake Norden/
Badger Post 260. Lake Norden/Badger Post 260 was sure-handed in 
the field and didn’t commit a single error. Rodriguez had the most 
chances in the field with eight.

“Powered by Narrative Science and GameChanger Media. Copyright 2021. All rights reserved.”

Call (605) 226-5500 to schedule an 
appointment at Sanford Aberdeen.

sanfordhealth.org

968-125-820  2/21

YOU DON’T NEED 
TO FEEL SICK 
TO FEEL BETTER.
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Is it true that we’ve done such a good job bringing back bald eagles that they’ve become pests now?		
					     -- D. Maguire, Winston-Salem, NC

It’s hard to believe the bald eagle was on the brink of extinction in the Lower 48 United States just a 
half century ago, given how common the majestic birds are all over the country nowadays. While their 
population rebound is indeed a great source of pride for the environmental movement, some American 
farmers are wondering if maybe we have too much of a good thing, given a recent uptick of eagles’ prey-
ing on livestock.

While bald eagle populations fell drastically in the first half of the 20th century mostly due to hunting, it 
wasn’t until the 1960s that people started to realize how big a threat the insecticide DDT was to support-
ing healthy eagle populations. The synthetic chemical was successful in keeping insects down. But when eagles ingested the chemical, it 
made their egg shells fragile and prone to cracking prematurely, dooming the chick inside to a premature death. Rachel Carson’s landmark 
1962 book Silent Spring highlighted the plight of eagles and other birds as victims of DDT poisoning.

In 1963, there were just 417 known mating pairs of bald eagles within the U.S. In 1972, the federal government banned DDT, and eagle 
populations started to rebound within a few years, with no looking back. By 2017, researchers believe 70,000 bald eagles inhabited the Lower 
48; a 2021 survey estimates that number has now grown to over 300,000 individual bald eagles.

This exponential growth has sparked a call for officials to reconsider protection for the species. The presence of too many bald eagles has 
been a problem for decades in Alaska, where the birds were able to hold on better than in the Lower 48. In 1917, bald eagles were causing 
so many issues for the Alaskan fishing industry that the government placed a bounty on the birds. An editorial in 1920 from Douglas Island 
News in Alaska stated that: “Sentimentally, [the bald eagle] is a beautiful thing, but in life it is a destroyer of food and should be and is killed 
wherever found.”

Similar situations could start to become more common in the Lower 48, where bald eagles have grown so much in population that they 
pose a significant threat to farms and pastures where chickens, ducks and other animals roam. Farmers don’t know what to do about it, 
though, as shooting a bald eagle is a $100,000 fine along with a year of jail time.

One option for farmers is to get an “eagle-depredation” permit from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if the birds have become “injurious 
to wildlife, agriculture or other personal property, or human health and safety.” Once granted, non-lethal deterrents like air horns, scare-

Bald eagles have come back 
from the brink of extinction in 
the Lower 48, but some won-
der if there are too many of 
them around nowadays. Credit: 

Anthony, Pexels.com.

crows and pyrotechnics can be used to scare them off, though farmers 
have little recourse if these tactics fail. In the end, we’re just going 
to have to get used to having so many of these majestic creatures 
around, reminding us not only of our freedom and national pride but 
also of what good stewards we can be for nature when we set our 
hearts and minds to it.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See 
more at https://emagazine.com. To donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@
earthtalk.org.

Groton Senior Citizens
July 12 Groton Seniors met with 10 members President had the flag 

pledge. Had a short meeting. Minutes and treasure report were read. 
No old or new business. A sympathy card was sent to the family of 
Don Darwin. Meeting was adjourned and cards played. The winners 
of each game. Pinochle- David Kliensassor, Hearts- Dick Donavon, 
Canasta- Pat Larson, door prizes Eunice McColister, Sarge Likness, 
Marilyn Thorson. Lunch was served by Ruby Donavon. July 19 Groton 
Senior met with 13 members. Flag pledge was said. Cards were played 
the winners. Pinachle- David Kliensassor, whist- Elda Stange, Conasta- 
Pat Larosn. Door prizes- Ruby Donavon, David Kleinsossor and Bev 
Sombke. Lunch was served by Bev Sombke. July 26 Groton Seniors 
had their pot luck dinner. Eleven members were present. President had 
the flag pledge and table prayer. After dinner bingo was played.Ruby 
Donavon, Bev Sombke and Kelly Miracle won Black out. Cards were 
played after bingo. We celebrated Bev Sombke and David Kliensassor 
birthday with cake and ice cream before going home. Singing Happy 
birthday to them.


