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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city 

shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum 
cans. 

Schedule for 6-1-21 (all confirmed)

Legion @ Sisseton 530
Jr Teener vs Mobridge 1:00
Jr legion vs Fredrick 530
U10 vs Watertown stricterz 630 Nelson field
U12 vs Aberdeen Welke 6:00 falk field

1- Today’s. Baseball Schedule
2- Weber Landscaping Greenhouse Ad
3- Dphman recognized for 50 years of service
4- Groton Transit Fundraiser Ad
5- Truss Pros/Precision Wall Systems Ad
5- Groton Area Help Wanted Ad
6- Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
7-  Weather Pages
10- Daily Devotional
11- 2021 Community Events
12- News from the Associated Press

https://livestream.com/accounts/16049453/events/9697165
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20% off Annuals
or

Fill a flat for a 
discounted rate

Tuesday-Friday this week. 
Exclusions do apply (no planters, trees, shrubs,or perennials) 
We will be closing Friday June 4th at 4:30 for the year. 

Weber Landscaping Greenhouse
West Third Avenue, Groton
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Leslie Dohman was honored on Memorial Day for his 50 years of service to the Groton 
American Legion Post #39. Legion Commander Bob Wegner is presenting Wegner with the 
certificate at the luncheon held after the cemetery ceremony. The Legion Auxiliary provided 
a lunch at the Legion home. (Photos from Tammy Dohman’s Facebook Page)

Dohman Recognized for 50 years of service
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Groton Transit

Thursday, June 17, 2021
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Groton Community Transit
Downtown Groton

Tables will be set up outside
as in previous years!

We will be offering DRIVE-THRU 
Service again on the 

south side of the transit.

Please join us and help
support Groton Transit!

FREE WILL OFFERING!
* Food * Fun * Door Prizes *
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Day shift 
and night 

shift 
assemblers!

Competitive starting wage 
with monthly tier increases! 

Full benefit package!

To apply: 
www.uslbm.com/careers or 
call Diane at 605-448-2929

Britton
Help Wanted at Groton Area

The Groton Area School District is seeking qualified and motivated individuals for the following position 
for the 2021-2022 school year.

Transportation Director. The Groton Area School District has an opening for the position of Trans-
portation Director. This position is full-time year round with a comprehensive benefits package and salary 
dependent on education and experience. Criminal background check and pre-employment drug test re-
quired. Applicant must hold valid South Dakota Commercial Driver License with School Bus and Passengers 
endorsements and clean driving record. Interested parties should complete and submit the auxiliary staff 
application form. Open until filled.

Elementary Special Education Paraprofessional.  The Groton Area School District is seeking ap-
plicants for the position of Special Education Paraprofessional.  Starting salary is $12.10/hour and position 
includes comprehensive benefits package.  Criminal background check required.  Interested parties should 
complete and submit the auxiliary staff application form.  Open until filled.

MS/HS Special Education Paraprofessional.  The Groton Area School District is seeking applicants 
for the position of Special Education Paraprofessional.  Starting salary is $12.10/hour and position includes 
comprehensive benefits package.  Criminal background check required.  Interested parties should complete 
and submit the auxiliary staff application form.  Open until filled.

Applications are available at www.grotonarea.com or at the district office – 502 N 2nd Street, Groton.
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Isolated showers and thunderstorms today. Becoming hot and dry the rest of the week into 
the weekend.
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Today in Weather History  

June 1, 1990: A small F0 tornado blew over two mobile homes on the north side of Groton. Numerous 
trees were either blown down or lost limbs.  Also, high winds of 65 mph occurred 5 miles south and 1 
mile east of Mellette.

June 1, 2008: Severe thunderstorms developed along the eastern slopes of the Black Hills and dropped 
large hail and heavy rain over eastern Custer and Shannon Counties. Softball sized hail was reported south 
of Hermosa.

June 1, 2011: High water levels coming into June along with above average June rainfall kept water lev-
els up on Blue Dog, Bitter, Rush, and Waubay Lakes in Day County throughout the month. The high lake 
levels continued to cause extensive road and property damage. Many families remained away from their 
homes and cabins. Also, hundreds of acres of farmland remained flooded along with many roads. Road 
and property damage would be in the several millions of dollars. The high lake levels and flooding would 
continue for the next several months.  In Hamlin County, Lake Poinsett, including several other lakes, 
continued to flood and damage several homes along with several county and township roads.  High lake 
levels and flooding would continue for the next several months.

1903: During the early afternoon, one of the most destructive tornadoes in the history of Georgia up to 
this time, struck the outskirts of Gainesville. The track of the storm was about four miles in length and 
varied between 100 to 200 feet in width. The tornado touched down about one mile southwest of Gaines-
ville, striking a large cotton mill at 12:45 pm, Eastern Time, just 10 minutes after 750 employees filed into 
the great structure from dinner. On the top floor of the mill were employed 250 children, and it was here 
that the greatest loss of life occurred. Click HERE for more information from the Monthly Weather Review.

1919: Snowfall of almost a half-inch fell at Denver, Colorado. This storm produced their greatest 24-
hour snowfall recorded in June. Two temperature records were set: The low temperature of 32 degrees 
was a record low for the date, and the high of only 40 degrees was a record low maximum. Cheyenne, 
Wyoming recorded 1.6 inches of snow, which is one of only six times that at least one inch of snow has 
fallen at Cheyenne in June.

1934: June started off on a warm note as high temperatures surpassed the century mark across parts 
of the Midwest. Several locations tied or set a record high temperatures for June including: Rockford, IL: 
106°, Mather, WI: 105°, Hatfield, WI: 103°, Mondovi, WI: 102°, Chicago, IL: 102° and Grand Rapids, MI 
tied their June record high with 102°.

1999: A tornado with an intermittent damage path destroyed 200 homes, businesses, and other build-
ings in the southern portion of St. James, Missouri. Of these, 33 homes were destroyed along with the St. 
James Golf Course clubhouse and two Missouri Department of Transportation buildings. The tornado then 
moved east, south of the downtown St. James area and intensified. F2 to F3 damage occurred with a 200 
to 300-yard damage path. Several homes and farm buildings were severely damaged or destroyed. Further 
north, severe thunderstorms produced many tornadoes around central Illinois. The most intense tornado 
touched down in Montgomery County south of Farmersville and moved into southwest Christian County. 
One person was killed when a semi-trailer overturned at a rest area on I-55. Across eastern parts of the 
state, high winds up to 70 mph caused damage to trees, power lines, and some buildings. The Mattoon 
area also reported flooding from these storms, producing $3 million dollars in damage. 

 



Tuesday, June 01, 2021 ~ Vol. 29 - No. 329 ~ 9 of 40

Groton Daily Independent

Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 76 °F at 5:57 PM
Low Temp: 45 °F at 6:47 AM 
Wind: 15 mph at 1:24 PM 
Precip: .00

Today’s Info
Record High: 99° in 1933
Record Low: 34° in 1946
Average High: 76°F
Average Low: 51°F
Average Precip in May.: 3.28
Precip to date in May.: 1.20
Average Precip to date: 7.25
Precip Year to Date: 3.97
Sunset Tonight: 9:15 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:48 a.m.
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WHAT IS AN AZIMUTH?
He stood before my desk with a set of orders and said, “FTC Nichols reporting for duty, Sir.” Not hearing 

his designator very clearly I asked, “What do you do for the Navy, Chief?”
“Sir,” he said crisply, “I recently completed a tour of duty on a guided missile frigate. I was the one who 

was responsible for making certain that the azimuth on each weapon system was operational and accurate, 
Sir.” He certainly had my attention and spoke convincingly. There was no doubt in my mind that he was 
competent to do his job and that all weapon systems under his control would deliver their missiles to the 
intended target at the precise moment. There is a great lesson for Christians in “azimuth.”

God wants to place His “azimuth” in our hearts. Consider what David wrote, “My heart is steadfast O 
God; My heart is steadfast.” So committed was he to the Lord that he emphasized the word “steadfast” 
by stating it twice. But there is something more.

The word “steadfast” can also be interpreted, even more correctly in this verse, as “confident!” Here we 
see David finding inner satisfaction in God after following many ill-fated paths in his life. So, it took time 
for God to do His work. Eventually, his faith grew and resulted in an inner transformation that rearranged 
his life and priorities. This transformation became visible to others by the way he worshiped, worked, and 
served God.

When we completely commit our lives to God, He will give us His guidance system to control the destiny 
of our lives as we seek His will. His Word will become our “azimuth.”

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for Your Word that can be a lamp for our feet and a light for our path to guide 
us in paths of righteousness. May we willingly follow Your plan. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make music. 
Psalm 57:7
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2021 Community Events

Cancelled   Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year) 
03/27/2021 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
04/10/2021 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the American Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/24/2021 Firemen’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/25/2021 Princess Prom (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/01/2021 Lions Club Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/31/2021 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
6/7-9/2021  St. John’s Lutheran Church VBS
06/17/2021 Groton Transit Fundraiser, 4-7 p.m.
06/18/2021 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
06/19/2021 U8 Baseball Tournament
06/19/2021 Lions Crazy Golf Fest at Olive Grove Golf Course, Noon 
06/26/2021 U10 Baseball Tournament
06/27/2021 U12 Baseball Tournament
07/04/2021 Firecracker Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
07/11/2021 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 10am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
07/22/2021 Pro-Am Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/30/2021-08/03/2021 State “B” American Legion Baseball Tournament in Groton
08/06/2021 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course
09/11/2021 Lions Club Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/12/2021 Sunflower Classic Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
09/18-19   Groton Fly-In/Drive-In, Groton Municipal Airport
10/08/2021 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
10/09/2021 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm (Saturday before Columbus Day)
10/29/2021 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm
10/31/2021 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween) 
11/13/2021 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/25/2021 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/11/2021 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-Noon
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South Dakota lawmakers to visit, study marijuana businesses
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Some South Dakota lawmakers plan to visit marijuana businesses in other 

states and on tribal lands to get a firsthand look at how the drug is grown and sold before it becomes 
legal for medical use in the state. 

Members of the South Dakota Legislature’s interim study committee plan to visit professional cultivation 
and retail operations in Iowa, Colorado and the Flandreau Santee Sioux Reservation in Moody County. 

The group is split into two subcommittees: some members will study medical marijuana and visit a medical 
grow operation and dispensary sometime between June 28 and July 1; another plans to visit Colorado to 
focus on recreational marijuana, though that visit requires authorization from the Legislature’s executive 
board due to its anticipated costs, according to the Argus Leader. 

Medical marijuana will become legal in South Dakota on July 1, while the future legal status of recreational 
marijuana remains unclear pending a South Dakota Supreme Court ruling. 

Lawmakers on the committee studying the issue agreed to the site visits so they could get a comprehen-
sive understanding of the pot industry and be ready in case the court upholds a constitutional amendment 
that would legalize all adult marijuana use. 

“The topic is a very broad and diverse topic so our goal is to get everyone to a point where we can build 
on this information,” said Sen. Bryan Breitling, a Miller Republican and chairman of the summer study.

South Dakota sees 4 more COVID-19 deaths, 31 new cases
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota health officials say four more people have died from COVID-19 

in the state, bringing the overall death toll to 2,014 since the pandemic began. 
South Dakota also reported 31 new cases of the virus on Monday. There are currently 382 active cases 

in the state, and 44 people are currently hospitalized with COVID-19, the Argus Leader reported. 
The state has administered 653,320 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to 351,210 people, according to the 

South Dakota Department of Health. In total, 49.32% of the state’s eligible population has completed the 
vaccine series.

Vatican law criminalizes abuse of adults by priests, laity
By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis has changed church law to explicitly criminalize the sexual abuse 

of adults by priests who abuse their authority and to say that laypeople who hold church office can be 
sanctioned for similar sex crimes.

The new provisions, released Tuesday after 14 years of study, were contained in the revised criminal law 
section of the Vatican’s Code of Canon Law, the in-house legal system that covers the 1.3 billion-strong 
Catholic Church.

The most significant changes are contained in two articles, 1395 and 1398, which aim to address major 
shortcomings in the church’s handling of sexual abuse. The law recognizes that adults, too, can be victim-
ized by priests who abuse their authority, and said that laypeople in church offices can be punished for 
abusing minors as well as adults.

The Vatican also criminalized the “grooming” of minors or vulnerable adults by priests to compel them 
to engage in pornography. It’s the first time church law has officially recognized as criminal the method 
used by sexual predators to build relationships with their victims to then sexually exploit them. 

The law also removes much of the discretion that had long allowed bishops and religious superiors to 
ignore or cover up abuse, making clear they can be held responsible for omissions and negligence in fail-
ing to properly investigate and sanction errant priests.

News from the
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Ever since the 1983 code was issued, lawyers and bishops have complained it was completely inadequate 

to deal with the sexual abuse of minors, since it required time-consuming trials. Victims and their advo-
cates, meanwhile, have argued it left too much discretion in the hands of bishops who had an interest in 
covering up for their priests. 

The Vatican issued piecemeal changes over the years to address the problems and loopholes, most 
significantly requiring all cases to be sent to the Holy See for review and allowing for a more streamlined 
administrative process to defrock a priest if the evidence against him was overwhelming.

More recently, Francis passed new laws to punish bishops and religious superiors who failed to protect 
their flocks. The new criminal code incorporates those changes and goes beyond them.

According the new law, priests who engage in sexual acts with anyone — not just a minor or someone 
who lacks the use of reason — can be defrocked if they used “force, threats or abuse of his authority” to 
engage in sexual acts. 

The law doesn’t explicitly define which adults are covered, saying only “one to whom the law recognizes 
equal protection.” 

The Vatican has long considered any sexual relations between a priest and an adult as sinful but consen-
sual, believing that adults are able to offer or refuse consent purely by the nature of their age. But amid 
the #MeToo movement and scandals of seminarians and nuns being sexually abused by their superiors, 
the Vatican has come to realize that adults can be victimized too if they are in a relationship with a power 
imbalance.

That dynamic was most clearly recognized in the scandal over ex-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, the 
former archbishop of Washington. Even though the Vatican knew for years he slept with his seminarians, 
McCarrick was only put on trial after someone came forward saying he had abused him as a youth. Francis 
defrocked him in 2019.

In a novelty aimed at addressing sex crimes committed by laypeople who hold church offices, such as 
founders of lay religious movements or even church administrators, the new law says laypeople can be 
similarly punished if they abuse their authority to engage in sexual crimes.

Since these laypeople can’t be defrocked, penalties include losing their jobs, paying fines or being re-
moved from their communities.

The need for such a provision was made clear in the scandal involving Luis Figari, the lay founder of the 
Peru-based conservative group Sodalitium Christianae Vitae, a conservative movement that has 20,000 
members and chapters throughout South America and the U.S. 

An independent investigation concluded he was a paranoid narcissist obsessed with sex and watching 
his underlings endure pain and humiliation. But the Vatican dithered for years on how to sanction him, 
ultimately deciding to remove him from Peru and isolate him from the community.

The new law takes effect on Dec. 8.

Biden to honor forgotten victims of Tulsa race massacre
By JONATHAN LEMIRE and DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden will take part in a remembrance of one of the nation’s darkest 

— and largely forgotten — moments of racial violence when he helps commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the destruction of a thriving Black community in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Biden’s visit Tuesday, in which he will grieve for the hundreds of Black people killed by a white mob a 
century ago, comes amid a national reckoning on racial justice. And it will stand in stark contrast to the 
most recent visit to Tulsa by a president, which took place last year. 

Biden will be the first president to participate in remembrances of the destruction of what was known 
as “Black Wall Street.” In 1921 — on May 31 and June 1 — Tulsa’s white residents and civil society leaders 
looted and burned to the ground the Greenwood district and used planes to drop projectiles on it.

Up to 300 Black Tulsans were killed, and thousands of survivors were forced for a time into internment 
camps overseen by the National Guard. Burned bricks and a fragment of a church basement are about all 
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that survive today of the more than 30-block historically Black district.

America’s continuing struggle over racial justice will continue to test Biden, whose presidency would 
have been impossible without overwhelming support from Black voters, both in the Democratic primaries 
and the general election.

Biden has pledged to help combat racism in policing and other areas of life following nationwide protests 
after George Floyd’s death a year ago that reignited a national conversation about race. Floyd, a Black 
man, was killed by white Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, who pressed his knee on Floyd’s neck 
for more than nine minutes.

After Chauvin was convicted in April, Biden said the country’s work was far from finished with the verdict, 
declaring, “We can’t stop here.”

He called on Congress to act swiftly to address policing reform. But he has also long projected himself 
as an ally of police, who are struggling with criticism about long-used tactics and training methods and 
difficulties in recruitment.

Despite its horror, the Tulsa massacre has only recently entered the national discourse — and the presi-
dential visit will put an even brighter spotlight on the event.

“This is so important because we have to recognize what we have done if we are going to be otherwise,” 
said Eddie Glaude, chair of the Center for African American Studies at Princeton University. Biden’s visit, 
Glaude said, “has to be more than symbolic. To tell the truth is the precondition for reconciliation, and 
reconciliation is the basis for repair.”

Biden, while visiting the Greenwood Cultural Center, is set to announce new measures to help narrow 
the wealth gap between Blacks and whites and reinvest in underserved communities by expanding access 
to homeownership and small-business ownership.

The White House said the administration will take steps to address disparities that result in Black-owned 
homes being appraised at tens of thousands of dollars less than comparable homes owned by whites as 
well as issue new federal rules to fight housing discrimination. 

The administration is also setting a goal of increasing the share of federal contracts awarded to small 
disadvantaged businesses by 50% by 2026, funneling an estimated additional $100 billion to such busi-
nesses over the five-year period, according to the White House. 

Biden will also discuss ways his jobs plan — still a subject of negotiation with Congress — can help cre-
ate jobs and build wealth in communities of color. 

Historians say the massacre in Tulsa began after a local newspaper drummed up a furor over a Black 
man accused of stepping on a white girl’s foot. When Black Tulsans showed up with guns to prevent the 
man’s lynching, white residents responded with overwhelming force.

A grand jury investigation at the time concluded, without evidence, that unidentified agitators had given 
Tulsa’s African Americans both their firearms and what was described as their mistaken belief “in equal 
rights, social equality and their ability to demand the same.”

Tensions persist 100 years later.
Organizers called off a headline commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre, 

saying no agreement could be reached over monetary payments to three survivors of the deadly attack. 
It highlights broader debates over reparations for racial injustice.

Reparations for Black Americans whose ancestors were enslaved and for other racial discrimination have 
been debated in the U.S. since slavery ended in 1865. Now they are being discussed by colleges and uni-
versities with ties to slavery and by local governments looking to make cash payments to Black residents.

But some of Tulsa’s Black residents question whether the $20 million spent to build the Greenwood 
Rising museum in an increasingly gentrified part of the city could have been better spent helping Black 
descendants of the massacre or residents of the city’s predominantly Black north side several miles away 
from Greenwood.

Disagreements among Black leaders in Tulsa over the handling of commemorative events and millions 
of dollars in donations have led to two disparate groups planning separate slates of anniversary events.
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Biden, who was vice president to the nation’s first Black president and who chose a Black woman as his 

own vice president, backs a study of reparations, both in Tulsa and more broadly, but has not committed 
to supporting payments. He recently declared the need for America to confront its ugly past, saying, “We 
must acknowledge that there can be no realization of the American dream without grappling with the 
original sin of slavery and the centuries-long campaign of violence, fear and trauma wrought upon African 
American people in this country.”

He issued a proclamation designating Monday as a “day of remembrance” for the massacre.
Biden’s predecessor Donald Trump visited Tulsa last year under vastly different circumstances. 
After suspending his campaign rallies because of the coronavirus pandemic, Trump chose Tulsa as the 

place to mark his return. But his decision to schedule the rally on June 19, the holiday known as Juneteenth 
that commemorates the end of slavery in the United States, was met with such fierce criticism that Trump 
postponed the event by a day. The rally was still marked by protests outside and empty seats inside an 
arena downtown.

Trump arrived in Tulsa during a highly charged moment, days after he had ordered the forcible clearing of 
Lafayette Square across from the White House, with federal officers pushing out those peacefully protesting 
Floyd’s death. Trump reflexively embraced law enforcement throughout his presidency and was frequently 
accused of using racist rhetoric when painting apocalyptic — and inaccurate — scenes of American cities.

The Latest: Heathrow opens terminal for high-risk travelers
By The Associated Press undefined
LONDON — London’s Heathrow Airport has reopened a terminal that was mothballed during the corona-

virus pandemic to handle passengers now arriving from high-risk countries. Critics say the action should 
have been taken sooner.

Britain has barred travelers from a “red list” of 43 coronavirus hotspots including India, Brazil and Turkey. 
U.K. nationals and residents returning from those countries face a mandatory 10-day quarantine in a hotel. 
Other travelers coming from “amber list” countries like the United States can do their mandatory 10-day 
quarantine at home in the U.K.

Critics have complained that red list passengers have been using the same massive airport arrivals hall 
as travelers from other destinations, though in separate lines, since the hotel quarantines were introduced 
in February.

Starting Tuesday, red list arrivals will pass through the airport’s Terminal 3, which was closed in April 
2020 as international air travel plummeted.

___
MORE ON THE VIRUS OUTBREAK:
— Peru raises COVID-19 death toll sharply, up to over 180,000 from previous count of nearly 70,000
— Son’s grief, guilt become tribute  honoring COVID-19 victims
— Australian  court upholds travel ban that’s kept most citizens in home country throughout the pandemic
— Businesses close in Malaysia’s second lockdown as surge puts health care system on verge of collapse
— Follow more of AP’s pandemic coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/coronavirus-pandemic and https://

apnews.com/hub/coronavirus-vaccine
___
HERE’S WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING:
BERLIN — Germany’s health minister says the coronavirus risk level in the country is being downgraded 

from very high to high.
Minister Jens Spahn said Tuesday that the risk level was last raised on Dec. 11, but successful efforts to 

curb the spread of the virus have now allowed that step to be reversed.
The decision reflects the decline in new weekly cases, which now stands about 35 per 100,000 inhabit-

ants nationwide.
Out of 412 German counties and cities, only four currently have a rate of more than 100 newly confirmed 
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cases per 100,000 inhabitants in the past week, a threshold that triggers tougher pandemic restrictions.

The Robert Koch Institute said it received reports of 1,785 newly confirmed COVID-19 cases Monday 
and 153 more deaths. Germany has reported over 86,000 COVID-19 deaths.

___
CANBERRA, Australia — An Australian court has rejected a challenge to the federal government’s dra-

conian power to prevent most citizens from leaving the country so they don’t bring the coronavirus home. 
Most Australians have been stranded in their home nation for more than a year under a government 

emergency order made under the powerful Biosecurity Act. Australia is alone among developed democ-
racies in preventing its citizens and permanent residents from leaving the country during the pandemic 
except in “exceptional circumstances.” 

The libertarian group LibertyWorks argued the government dids not have the power to enforce the 
travel ban. 

But the three judges ruled for the government Tuesday. They said Parliament knew the law’s impact 
would be harsh when it passed the Biosecurity Act in 2015.

___
BEIJING — China’s southern manufacturing hub of Guangzhou has imposed lockdowns on two neighbor-

hoods after an additional 11 cases of COVID-19 were detected in the city.
The surrounding province of Guangdong has already required anyone wishing to travel to other parts of 

China produce a negative test for the virus taken within the previous 72 hours.
Guangzhou has 15 million people but it wasn’t immediately clear how many people were affected by the 

lockdowns announced on Tuesday.
More than 30 cases of local transmission have been detected in the city over recent days, making it the 

latest virus hotspot in a country that has mostly eliminated domestic infections through mask mandates, 
strict case tracing, widespread testing and strict lockdowns when cases are detected.

___
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri Lanka eased restrictions on air travel and reopened the airports for inbound 

passengers on Tuesday, after a 10-day suspension to try to contain the spread of the coronavirus.
The Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka said each incoming flight could carry only a maximum of 75 

passengers and all must quarantine for 14 days. Any passenger with a travel history to India or Vietnam 
in the past 14 days cannot disembark in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka did not permit to disembark passengers at its two main international airports from May 21 until 
Monday, but allowed departures, freighter operations and humanitarian flights.

Travel restrictions remain in place across the country, banning people from leaving their houses through 
next Monday as health workers are grappling with a highly infectious variant that has caused infections 
to surge since April.

By Tuesday, the number of cases in Sri Lanka rose to 186,363 with 1,487 fatalities.
___
GENEVA — The World Health Organization is announcing a new nomenclature for the COVID-19 variants 

that were previously — and somewhat uncomfortably — known either by their technical letter-number 
codes or by the countries in which they first appeared.

Hoping to strike a fair and more comprehensible balance, WHO said it will now refer to the most worri-
some variants — known as “variants of concern” — by letters in the Greek alphabet.

So the first such variant of concern, which first appeared in Britain and can be also known as B.1.1.7, 
will be known as the “alpha” variant. The second, which turned up in South Africa and has been referred 
to as B.1.351, will be known as the “beta” variant.

A third that first appeared in Brazil will be called the “gamma” variant and a fourth that first turned up 
in India the “delta” variant. Future variants that rise to “of concern” status will be labeled with subsequent 
letters in the Greek alphabet.

WHO said a group of experts came up with the new system, which will not replace scientific naming 
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systems but will offer “simple, easy to say and remember labels” for variants.

___
LOS ANGELES — Californians headed to campgrounds, beaches and restaurants over the long Memorial 

Day weekend as the state prepared to shed some of its coronavirus rules. 
Southern California beaches have been busy with families barbecuing and children playing in the sand 

and surf. Business owners say they’re scrambling to hire workers to keep up with the customer demand 
since virus cases have fallen and vaccinations have risen. 

The surge in travel and recreation comes as California prepares to relax social distancing and masking 
rules June 15 if coronavirus cases remain low. Newly reported infections in the state have fallen below 
1,000 on some days. The positivity rate has been 1%.

___
LIMA, Peru — Peru announced a sharp increase in its COVID-19 death toll, disclosing more than 180,000 

fatalities since the pandemic began.
The announcement was made in the presidential palace during the presentation of a report by a work-

ing group commissioned to analyze and update the death toll. The results of the study put the new toll 
at 180,764 in a population of about 32.6 million, compared to recent data indicating that 69,342 people 
had died from COVID-19.

Health Minister Oscar Ugarte said the criteria for identifying the coronavirus as a cause of death were 
changed. Previously, only those who “had a positive diagnostic test” were considered to have died from 
the virus, but other criteria have since been incorporated.

The new toll from COVID-19 includes deaths reported between March 2020 and May 22 of this year. 
Among Latin American countries, only Brazil and Mexico have reported higher death tolls from the disease.

On Monday, the coronavirus monitoring site of Johns Hopkins University was reflecting the previous figure 
of just under 70,000 deaths in Peru. Questions about Peru’s death toll surfaced soon after the beginning 
of the pandemic.

___
ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey is further easing its COVID-19 restrictions, including relaxing its night-time 

and weekend curfews, following a decline in infections.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said restaurants and cafes, which were only able to open for 

delivery or take-away, would be allowed to accept sitting customers until 9 p.m. beginning Tuesday. Busi-
nesses such as gyms and amusement parks can reopen until 9 p.m.

The night-time curfews was pushed back by an hour, to start at 10 p.m. Erdogan said Sunday curfews are 
to remain in place but people will be free to leave their houses on Saturdays. Civil servants will continue 
working remotely or in shifts in offices.

Meanwhile, the education minister said primary and secondary school students would return to their 
classes for in-person education two times a week. In less populous towns and villages, schools would 
reopen full time.

Earlier this month, the number of daily COVID-19 infections dropped to below 10,000 for the first time 
since March 1, after reaching a record-high of more than 63,000 daily cases in mid-April.

On Monday, the Health Ministry posted 6,933 new cases and 122 deaths, raising the overall death toll 
to 47,527.

London school fights COVID fallout with laptops, bean bags
By DANICA KIRKA Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Nik Geraj’s voice fills with pain as he talks about how he struggled to help his daughter 

study during the coronavirus lockdowns that shut her school for more than four months over the past year.
Before the pandemic, 6-year-old Mia was doing well. But she had a hard time during lockdown, missing 

her friends and teachers at Holy Family Catholic Primary in southeast London. Geraj, a former refugee 
from Albania, and his wife Mai Vu, who comes from Vietnam, weren’t able to fill the gaps.
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“She really missed out,” he said. “I don’t think I did such a good job. I tried. The missus tried.’’
___
Plagues, fires, war — London has survived them all. But it has never had a year quite like this. The coro-

navirus has killed more than 15,000 Londoners and shaken the foundations of one of the world’s great 
cities. Amid a fast-moving mass vaccination campaign, The Associated Press looks at the pandemic’s impact 
on London’s people and institutions.

___
Schools across Britain are racing to offset the disruptions caused by COVID-19, which has hit kids from 

low-income and ethnic minority families the hardest. At Holy Family, an after-school math club, a new read-
ing area and a focus on exercise and fresh air are some of the ways the staff is making up for lost time.

“I don’t believe in saying that ‘They’ve lost, they’ve lost, they’ve lost,’” Executive Principal Colette Doran-
Hannon said. “My mantra is that for a period of time, they lost out. It’s up to us to give them the toolkit 
to build themselves back up again.’’ 

Students across England lost an average of 115 days of in-school instruction to the pandemic, curtailing 
academic progress and hampering the social and emotional development of students from all backgrounds. 
But children stuck inside cramped apartments without easy access to computers suffered the most, fuel-
ing concerns about rising inequality in a country where 800,000 people have lost their jobs and food bank 
use is soaring.

Even before COVID-19, students from disadvantaged backgrounds were about 18 months academically 
behind their wealthier classmates by the end of secondary school. That gap is likely to have widened over 
the past year, according to the Education Policy Institute, a London-based think tank.

This may be one of the longest-lasting impacts of the pandemic, said Arun Advani, an assistant professor 
of economics at the University of Warwick whose research focuses on inequality.

“It is going to create a kind of set of knock-on effects that will continue in the years to come, because 
it will be these kids who had very different experiences and different amounts of learning,” Advani said. 
“There will be kids who just are further behind.’’

That focuses the agenda for schools like Holy Family, a state-funded Catholic school in the London bor-
ough of Greenwich, home of the historic Cutty Sark clipper ship and Greenwich Mean Time. 

Some 28% of Holy Family’s students qualify for free school meals. English is the second language for 
almost two-thirds of the children, who have roots in Africa, the Caribbean, South Asia, South America and 
other European countries.

While every school has its own pandemic story, Holy Family’s is marked by pain.
Months before anyone had ever heard of COVID-19. Doran-Hannon was dispatched to get the school 

back on track amid turmoil from previous management. Funds were spare. The school had eight laptops 
for more than 160 students.

Her sidekick was Sarah Hancock, who had 22 years of experience in nearby Bexleyheath. But then 
Hancock died on the first day of lockdown in March 2020. Though it was not COVID-19, the bereavement 
shook them all.

“That was really quite hard,’’ Doran-Hannon said, her voice trembling. “That added a whole dimension 
to COVID that we just genuinely didn’t expect.”

Amid grief, the staff set to work.
After initially sending paper study packs home with students, they adjusted to online learning as the first 

lockdown stretched through April and May 2020. Staff members regularly phoned students and parents, 
letting them know they weren’t alone.

Doran-Hannon and new headteacher Amanda O’Brien kept adjusting. 
When they realized kids were going hungry over Christmas, the school organized a food bank that helped 

more than 60 families. Since the hardship didn’t end with the holidays, they created a permanent food 
cupboard with long-life products for anyone who needs help, no questions asked. And when students 
needed laptops for home learning, they went looking for a benefactor.
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Lindsey Parslow, founder of a charity called Business2Schools, answered their call.
An events manager who found herself without much work during the pandemic, Parslow persuaded 

businesses to donate old computers when they upgraded. The project exploded, and now about 20% of 
England’s schools have asked to be on her donation database.

“If you give schools everything they need to do the best possible job that they can, then grades have 
to go up,’’ she said. 

The Education Policy Institute estimates that schools in England need an extra 10 billion to 15 billion 
pounds ($14 billion to $21 billion). So far, Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s Conservative government has 
authorized 1.7 billion pounds, or about 250 pounds ($354) per student.

In contrast, the U.S. has allocated about 1,600 pounds ($2,268) per student, the institute said.
The Times of London, citing a leaked report, said Tuesday that the U.K. government is planning a 15 

billion-pound education recovery program focused on extra class time, teaching and tutoring. 
But creativity can be as important as money. 
Holy Family’s pandemic response includes a new addition to its campus: a bright green shack decorated 

with yellow letters that is the “Little Pop-up Book Hut.” 
Stocked with titles like “Hyena Ballerina” and “Polka Bats and Octopus Slacks,” it sits under a shady tree 

next to a new deck where students can read outdoors with their friends. Hancock’s family helped raise 
the money for the project, passing along her love of literature. 

Then there’s the math club, which helps kids build confidence with numbers.
On a recent afternoon, the club gathered on the playground for a game that mixed bean bag tossing 

with multiplication practice. When a sudden downpour struck, the 11-year-olds played on, laughing and 
tossing sodden bean bags at a chalk target even as the lines bled into rivulets of color.

Behind it all is Doran-Hannon’s prescription that teachers must get to know each child individually and 
show them the school cares.

Walking through the halls, she notices a student whose shoe is untied. Although she’s wearing a skirt 
and heels, the principal immediately drops to his level and pats her knee for him to put his foot there so 
she could tie the offending laces.

The boy ducks his head sheepishly. He ties the shoe himself.
“It is very much about knowing those children, knowing what they are, what they stand for and what they 

can achieve,” she said later. “I think if I build that into them, if I build that desire to be great at whatever 
they do, then we will succeed.”

The Geraj family has weathered the pandemic better than many. 
Nik Geraj, 41, kept his job at a supermarket and Mia had a tablet. They also had Mia’s teacher, Ruth 

Monkman, who called every week just to see how everyone was getting on. 
Now that Mia is back in school, her dad can think of the future. He hopes her life will be easier than his. 
“Parents say ‘I want my kid to be prime minister.’ I don’t want to say she should be prime minister,’’ he 

said. “I just want her to be happy.’’

Australian court upholds ban on most international travel
By ROD McGUIRK Associated Press
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — An Australian court on Tuesday rejected a challenge to the federal gov-

ernment’s draconian power to prevent most citizens from leaving the country so that they don’t bring 
COVID-19 home.

Australia is alone among developed democracies in preventing its citizens and permanent residents from 
leaving the country except in “exceptional circumstances” where they can demonstrate a “compelling 
reason.”

Most Australians have been stranded in their island nation since March 2020 under a government emer-
gency order made under the powerful Biosecurity Act.

Libertarian group LibertyWorks argued before the full bench of the Federal Court in early May that Health 
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Minister Greg Hunt did not have the power to legally enforce the travel ban that has prevented thousands of 
Australians from attending weddings and funerals, caring for dying relatives and meeting newborn babies.

LibertyWorks lawyer Jason Potts argued that Australians had a right to leave their country under the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that Australia had ratified.

But the three judges ruled that submission was based on the “erroneous premise that the right is absolute.”
LibertyWorks’ lawyers also argued that such a biosecurity control order could only be imposed on an 

individual rather than an entire population. The order could only be imposed if that individual had symp-
toms of a listed human disease, had been exposed to such a disease or had failed to comply with travel 
requirements.

The judges ruled that that interpretation of the law would frustrate Parliament’s clear intentions when 
lawmakers created the emergency powers in the Biosecurity Act in 2015.

“It may be accepted that the travel restrictions are harsh. It may also be accepted that they intrude upon 
individual rights,” the judges said in their ruling. “But Parliament was aware of that.”

LibertyWorks President Andrew Cooper said he was considering an appeal to the High Court.
“We are very disappointed in the judgement today. We continue to believe that the outbound border 

closure is defective in law and, perhaps more importantly, unjust on human rights grounds. We must 
remind ourselves also that often things that are legal are not necessarily just,” Cooper said in an email.

“While Europe and most of the world open up their borders, only North Korea and Australia stubbornly 
continue with strict controls over their citizen’s ability to leave their country,” Cooper added.

He had expected hundreds of thousands of Australians to fly within weeks if he had won.
Critics of the emergency order argue it is harshest for the 30% of Australians who were born overseas.
The government says tough border controls have played an important part in Australia’s relative success 

in containing COVID-19 spread. 
Surveys suggest most Australians applaud their government’s drastic border controls.
The Australian newspaper published a survey last month that found 73% of respondents said the inter-

national border should remain closed until at least the middle of next year.
Australian Broadcasting Corp. last week reported its own survey had found 79% of respondents agree 

the international border should stay shut until the pandemic is under control globally.
Critics of the Australian travel restrictions argue that decisions on who can travel and why are inconsis-

tent and lack transparency.
Esther and Charles Baker, an ultra-Orthodox Jewish couple from Australia’s second-largest city, Mel-

bourne, were twice refused exemptions to fly to New Jersey to attend their youngest son’s wedding in 
June last year.

They appealed to the Federal Court, citing religious and cultural reasons among their exceptional cir-
cumstances. But a judge dismissed their case and ordered the couple to pay the government’s legal costs 
for their challenge.

A person at the center of a coronavirus cluster in Melbourne had been allowed to attend a wedding in 
India. He was not infected in that country but rather during the required 14-day hotel quarantine upon 
his return. Authorities say he was infected by a traveler in another room on his floor and that the virus 
was carried in the air.

Melbourne began a seven-day lockdown on Friday due to the cluster that by Tuesday had grown to 
more than 50 cases.

Australia and New Zealand opened a quarantine-free travel bubble in April and hope to create such 
bubbles with other countries in time.

Son’s grief, guilt become tribute honoring COVID-19 victims
By LUIS ANDRES HENAO and JESSIE WARDARSKI Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Though Brian Walter knows he tried to protect his parents from the coronavirus, 
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doubts torment him.

Did he grab a wrong bottle of orange juice, one covered with infectious droplets? Did he get too close 
to his dad? What if he had worked a different shift — would things have been different?

Did he bring about his father’s death?
The New York City Transit employee was deemed an essential worker needed to keep the city running 

last year when it became the epicenter of the pandemic. He shared a meal for St. Patrick’s Day with his 
parents, then decided that he should stay away for their safety. They kept a sanitizing station outside their 
shared home where he would leave groceries that his mom would disinfect.

Still, they got sick. And he can’t escape the gnawing feeling that he exposed his father to the virus. 
“I constantly feel guilty that I was the one going out every day,” he said. “I mean, I’m the only person 

leaving the house all the time. So you know, it almost seems logical that I was the one that brought it in.”
These are common questions in a world beset by a pandemic that has killed about 600,000 people in the 

United States alone. Survivors wonder whether small decisions they made had catastrophic consequences.
In the year since John Walter died on May 10, 2020, Brian has often returned to their last moment to-

gether, when he drove his 80-year-old father to a Manhattan hospital.
“I’d give anything to have it back, because there’s so many things that I didn’t say that I’d love to have 

that time again,” he said, choking back tears. 
The family was unable to hold a wake. Instead, they buried John Walter’s ashes months later in a small 

ceremony at All Faiths Cemetery in Queens. 
“Dad used to say: ‘Oh, no one’s going to come to my funeral.’ And in the end, he was right — we didn’t 

have one. ... No one could come,” Walter said. “But Dad thinking that he wouldn’t be remembered, he’s 
wrong — he couldn’t be more wrong.”

A plaque outside John Walter’s home in the Middle Village neighborhood of Queens reads: “On this site 
in 1897 nothing happened.” 

“He loved that sign!” his son said, chuckling. “He was just such a goof.” 
In the living room, surrounded by John’s collection of history books, toy soldiers and Laurel and Hardy 

memorabilia, his wife, Peg, and son re-enacted scenes from John’s favorite “Pink Panther” films. 
“I loved seeing him laugh!” Peg Walter said. They were married 57 years. 
They recalled how John would often carry a clown’s nose that he’d wear to elegant dinners on cruises the 

couple took around the world. His lifelong passion for Civil War history and the New York Mets, after the 
Dodgers broke his heart by leaving Brooklyn. His dedication for Autism Speaks in support of his grandson 
James. The way he guided teenagers at his parish youth group for nearly three decades.

John, a historian who also ran genealogy and military research businesses, “would not want us sitting 
around dressed in black, mourning forever,” his son said. “He’d want us to go out and have the experi-
ences that he can’t have anymore.”

Walter tried to turn his guilt and grief into positive deeds, honoring victims of the pandemic. He traveled 
in October to Washington where he spoke at the National COVID-19 Remembrance Day about his dad’s 
life and death, and how he has coped with survivor’s guilt.

He also joined online support groups. He and his mother planned their own memorial for COVID-19 
victims in Queens, one of the nation’s hardest-hit places. They teamed up with 16-year-old artist Hannah 
Ernst, who began to draw portraits of COVID-19 victims after her grandfather, Calvin Schoenfeld, died 
from the virus. 

On May 1 of this year, hundreds of her paintings on a yellow heart background were placed on empty 
benches at the bandshell at Forest Park for Queens COVID Remembrance Day. 

“Today these empty benches which stretch before us are some of the Queens residents taken away with 
my father way too soon,” Walter said onstage in front of an image of his father clad in a plaid shirt and a 
Mets hat. “They’re a stark representation of those who should be here today.”

Participants recited Catholic, Islamic and Sikh prayers; the bereaved shared their painful stories and 
sang “Amazing Grace.” 

Walter smiled as families sat on the benches, took photos and even kissed the paintings of their lost 
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loved ones. “I’ve been dreaming about this day for months,” he said.

“You finally feel that maybe you’ve done something for them,” he said, at the same time relieving some 
of his own guilt. “It’s a way of not letting go, but kind of letting some of it go. You’re never going to forget 
the person. But it’s a big healing factor.” 

Hundreds gather at historic Tulsa church’s prayer wall
By PETER SMITH Associated Press
TULSA, Okla. (AP) — Hundreds gathered Monday for an interfaith service dedicating a prayer wall outside 

historic Vernon African Methodist Episcopal Church in Tulsa’s Greenwood neighborhood on the  centennial 
of the first day of one of the deadliest racist massacres in the nation.

National civil rights leaders, including the Revs. Jesse Jackson and William Barber, joined multiple local 
faith leaders offering prayers and remarks outside the church that was under construction and largely 
destroyed when a white mob descended on the prosperous Black neighborhood in 1921, burning, killing, 
looting and leveling a 35-square-block area. Estimates of the death toll range from dozens to 300.

Barber, a civil and economic rights activist, said he was “humbled even to stand on this holy ground.”
“You can kill the people but you cannot kill the voice of the blood.” 
Although the church was nearly destroyed in the massacre, parishioners continued to meet in the base-

ment, and it was rebuilt several years later, becoming a symbol of the resilience of Tulsa’s Black community. 
The building was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2018.

As the ceremony came to an end, participants put their hands on the prayer wall along the side of the 
sanctuary while soloist Santita Jackson sang “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” Traffic hummed on a nearby 
interstate that cuts through the Greenwood District, which was rebuilt after the massacre but slowly dete-
riorated 50 years later after homes were taken by eminent domain as part of urban renewal in the 1970s.

Among those who spoke at the outdoor ceremony were Democratic U.S. Reps. Barbara Lee of California, 
and Lisa Brunt Rochester and U.S. Sen. Chris Coons, both from Delaware. Rochester connected the efforts 
toward reparations in Tulsa with a wider effort: pending House legislation that would create a commission 
to study and propose reparations for African Americans.

“We’re here to remember, to mourn, to rebuild equitably,” Rochester said.
Through the course of a drizzly afternoon, visitors wearing rain gear walked along Greenwood Avenue, 

photographing historic sites and markers.
Many took time to read plaques on the sidewalk, naming numerous Black-owned buildings and busi-

nesses that were destroyed during the 1921 massacre, and indicating whether they had ever been rebuilt.
Monday’s slate of activities commemorating the massacre was supposed to culminate with a “Remember 

& Rise” headline event at nearby ONEOK Field, featuring Grammy-award-winning singer and songwriter 
John Legend and a keynote address from voting rights activist Stacey Abrams. But that event was scrapped 
late last week after an agreement couldn’t be reached over monetary payments to three survivors of the 
deadly attack, a situation that highlighted broader debates over reparations for racial injustice.

In a statement tweeted Sunday, Legend didn’t specifically address the cancellation of the event, but 
said: “The road to restorative justice is crooked and rough — and there is space for reasonable people to 
disagree about the best way to heal the collective trauma of white supremacy. But one thing that is not 
up for debate — one fact we must hold with conviction — is that the path to reconciliation runs through 
truth and accountability.”

On Monday night, the Centennial Commission planned to host a candlelight vigil downtown to honor the 
victims of the massacre, and President Joe Biden is scheduled to visit Tulsa on Tuesday.

Black women’s next targets: governorships and Senate seats
By BILL BARROW Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — Jennifer McClellan remembers her parents’ recounting life as Black Southerners endur-
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ing segregation and the trauma and triumph of the civil rights movement. 

It showed her that government can be “a powerful force for improving people’s lives” but also one “that 
oppresses some, ignores others.”

A generation later, despite her interest in public office, there was no obvious pathway for someone like her.
“There weren’t a lot of role models ... examples of Black women” in power, said McClellan in an interview. 

Now, she’s a 48-year-old state senator running for governor herself: “We’re in a very different Virginia.” 
McClellan’s candidacy alongside fellow Democratic primary candidate Jennifer Carroll Foy demonstrates 

the rising political power of Black women, long a foundation of Democrats’ victories, and more recently, 
as candidates and officeholders, from Vice President Kamala Harris to mayors in Atlanta, Chicago and 
San Francisco.

McClellan and Carroll Foy, a 39-year-old former legislator, are trying to break another barrier by becom-
ing the first Black woman to win a governor’s race in any state. They are decided underdogs to former 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe in Virginia’s June 8 primary. Yet they’re nonetheless part of a surge in candidacies 
by Black women in the Democratic Party, not just for local and legislative posts but also statewide offices 
that are still new ground for Black women.

“We are normalizing Black women’s leadership (and) seeing Black women on every ballot so that it’s 
second nature for voters,” said Glynda Carr, co-founder of Higher Heights for America, which backs Black 
female candidates.

In addition to Virginia, two Black women are running for U.S. Senate from North Carolina in 2022: former 
state Supreme Court Chief Justice Cheri Beasley and former legislator Erica Smith. In Florida, U.S. Rep. Val 
Demings is running for Republican Sen. Marco Rubio’s seat. In Georgia, voting rights activist and former 
legislative leader Stacey Abrams is expected to make a second run for governor in 2022.

Steve Schale, a white strategist who helped President Barack Obama win Florida twice, said it’s a de-
veloping consensus that Black women can assemble Democrats’ ideal alliance for statewide elections: 
older Black voters, younger voters across racial and ethnic lines, urban white liberals and enough white 
moderates, especially women, in metro areas.

“This is the next step post-Obama,” Schale said. “They can rebuild that coalition as well as anyone.”
Both Virginia candidates say Black women are right for the moment.
“I am tired of fighting the same fights that my parents, my grandparents and my great-grandparents 

fought, and I cannot leave that to my children,” McClellan recalled thinking when she watched the video 
of George Floyd, a Black man, dying under the knee of a white police officer in Minnesota last year. 

Carroll Foy ties her biography — graduating from Virginia Military Institute and working in low-wage 
jobs and as a public defender — to her political strategy. “There’s intersectionality ... coming from one of 
the poorest communities in Virginia” and selling policy ideas to all working- and middle-class voters, she 
said in an interview.

In addition to no Black woman serving as governor, only two have been elected to the U.S. Senate, and 
the chamber has none now. The next goal, Carr said, is for Black women to match their voting power to 
their representation.

Congress began this year with a record 25 Black women out of 435 House members. Black women are 
mayors in seven of the 100 most populous U.S. cities, up from one less than a decade ago. The number 
of Black women in state legislatures has nearly doubled in two decades, to more than 4%. 

“We can celebrate,” Carr said, “but still recognize the work that needs to be done.”
At the least, strong campaigns from Black women so early in the midterm cycle stand out compared to 

previous years.
In 2017, as Georgia’s Abrams was preparing for her first bid for governor, white power brokers in the 

state party recruited one of her fellow state lawmakers, a white woman, to run against her. 
“They should have been ashamed,” said Karen Finney, a prominent Black Democratic consultant and 

Abrams ally. “She proved them all wrong.”
Abrams trounced her hand-picked primary opponent and came within 55,000 votes out of 4 million cast 
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of defeating Republican Brian Kemp. Soon after, Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer courted her 
to run for Senate. She declined but recruited the Rev. Raphael Warnock. Warnock, a Black man, won his 
January runoff by 2 points, a wider margin than his white colleague, Democratic Sen. Jon Ossoff, man-
aged in a parallel contest.

Heading into 2022, Georgia Democrats are uniformly ceding the top of the ticket to Abrams, who is 
publicly mum but expected to run.

“She proved you don’t have to follow conventional wisdom,” McClellan said. 
National Democrats have followed suit in Senate recruitment and endorsements. Senate Democrats’ 

campaign arm appears intent on being much more deliberate about endorsements in the 2022 cycle, 
rather than publicly anointing preferred candidates early.

Going into 2020, the committee backed North Carolina Democrat Cal Cunningham, a white moderate, 
over other contenders, including Smith. Cunningham, who admitted to an extramarital affair in the cam-
paign’s final month, lost by 1.8 points, or nearly 100,000 votes. Beasley, then the sitting Supreme Court 
chief justice, lost her reelection bid in the same general election by just more than 400 votes.

Finney cited her focus group research that found white women becoming more open to backing Black 
women. Black female candidates, she said, can leverage public frustration with dysfunction. Voters “see 
women as collaborative leaders, and women of color are not seen as part of what’s already broken,” Finney 
said, even if they’ve held office already, because they are “natural outsiders.”

Beasley and Demings, Finney noted, have a background in the legal and criminal justice system: Beas-
ley as part of the judiciary, Demings as a former Orlando police chief. That, Finney said, could help them 
withstand Republican caricatures of themselves as “extremist” or “radical,” common tropes that Black 
female candidates have faced in general election campaigns.

In Virginia, McClellan and Carroll Foy describe their candidacies as progress, with caveats.
Carroll Foy has endorsements from Higher Heights and EMILY’s List, which champions abortion rights. 

She’s raised in the millions, though not at pace with McAuliffe, a prodigious fundraiser since his days as 
President Bill Clinton’s 1996 reelection co-chair. 

“It’s obvious the structures in place aren’t made to have a woman of color run for and win the executive 
position,” Carroll Foy said.

McClellan said voters beyond the political class are “ready for someone with that different perspective,” 
while many insiders still believe “if there’s a white man in the race, you have to wait your turn.”

Indeed, McAuliffe is running with plenty of Black support. Among his campaign co-chairs is the highest-
ranking Black member of the General Assembly, Senate President Pro Tem Louise Lucas. 

She credited McAuliffe with genuine outreach to nonwhite communities and said she “goes back three 
decades” with the 64-year-old Democrat.

“I’m excited about all of the Black and brown women running for offices all over this nation,” Lucas said. 
“This is no slight to any of my sisters.” 

Still, the 77-year-old senator implicitly questioned whether Black women can win a general election in 
Virginia. “Rather than speculate,” Lucas said, “I would prefer to say I believe Terry is best situated and 
suited to win.” 

Christie’s to sell Isaac Newton’s notes for greatest work
LONDON (AP) — Handwritten notes that show one of history’s greatest scientific minds in action are 

going up for auction in London.
Pages containing Isaac Newton’s jotted revisions to his masterwork, the “Principia,” are expected to sell 

next month for between 600,000 pounds and 900,000 pounds ($850,000 and $1.3 million), auctioneer 
Christie’s said Tuesday.

Published in 1687, Newton’s “Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica” — “Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosophy” — set out the laws of gravitation and motion and is considered a scientific watershed. 
A first edition of the book sold at auction for $3.7 million in 2016.
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Thomas Venning, head of books and manuscripts at Christie’s in London, said the book “reinvented our 

understanding of the universe.”
The page and a half of notes for a planned second edition includes comments and diagrams by Scottish 

mathematician and astronomer David Gregory. The two scientists met and corresponded while Newton 
worked on revising the “Principia” in the 1690s.

Venning said that when he was working on the revisions, Newton was “fizzing with the energy of one 
of the greatest minds the world has ever seen.”

“And we can see that at work, the speed with which he’s writing, the ferment of ideas coming out from 
his pen,” he said.

Keith Moore, head librarian at the Royal Society — the scientists’ club where Newton was president 
in the 18th century — said Gregory “kept up a written dialogue with Newton. He met Newton and that 
partnership, almost, between the two of them, resulted in refining Newton’s thinking.”

Newton eventually gave up on the revisions, but ultimately produced a new edition in 1713.
The document will go under the hammer at Christie’s in London on July 8.
“What a collector in the autograph world is looking for is the greatest minds in history, talking about 

their greatest achievements,” Venning said. “It’s very, very rare to have that combination. And that’s what 
you have in this particular manuscript.”

4-time Slam champ Osaka out of French Open, cites anxiety
By HOWARD FENDRICH AP Tennis Writer
Naomi Osaka withdrew from the French Open on Monday and wrote on Twitter that she would be taking 

a break from competition, a dramatic turn of events for a four-time Grand Slam champion who said she 
experiences “huge waves of anxiety” before speaking to the media and revealed she has “suffered long 
bouts of depression.”

Osaka’s agent, Stuart Duguid, confirmed in an email to The Associated Press that the world’s No. 2-ranked 
tennis player was pulling out before her second-round match at the clay-court tournament in Paris.

The stunning move came a day after Osaka, a 23-year-old who was born in Japan and moved with 
her family to the U.S. at age 3, was fined $15,000 for skipping the postmatch news conference after her 
first-round victory at the French Open. She also was threatened by all four Grand Slam tournaments with 
possible additional punishment, including disqualification or suspension, if she continued with her inten-
tion — which Osaka revealed last week on Twitter — to not “do any press during Roland Garros.”

She framed the matter as a mental health issue, saying that it can create self-doubt to have to answer 
questions after a loss.

“First and foremost we are sorry and sad for Naomi Osaka. The outcome of Naomi withdrawing from 
Roland Garros is unfortunate,” French tennis federation president Gilles Moretton said Monday. “We wish 
her the best and the quickest possible recovery. And we look forward to having Naomi in our tournament 
next year.”

Moretton said the four major tournaments, and the professional tennis tours, “remain very committed 
to all athletes’ well-being and to continually improving every aspect of players’ experience in our tourna-
ment, including with the media, like we always have.”

In Monday’s post, Osaka spoke about dealing with depression since the 2018 U.S. Open, which she won 
by beating Serena Williams in a final filled with controversy.

“I would never trivialize mental health or use the term lightly,” Osaka wrote, explaining that speaking 
with the media makes her anxious.

“I think now the best thing for the tournament, the other players and my well-being is that I withdraw 
so that everyone can get back to focusing on the tennis going on in Paris,” Osaka wrote. “I never wanted 
to be a distraction and I accept that my timing was not ideal and my message could have been clearer.”

She continued: “Anyone that knows me knows I’m introverted, and anyone that has seen me at the 
tournaments will notice that I’m often wearing headphones as that helps dull my social anxiety. ... I am 
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not a natural public speaker and get huge waves of anxiety before I speak to the world’s media.”

Williams was asked about Osaka on Monday after winning her opening match in the first scheduled night 
session in French Open history.

“I feel for Naomi. I feel like I wish I could give her a hug because I know what it’s like. ... I’ve been in 
those positions,” Williams said. “We have different personalities, and people are different. Not everyone is 
the same. I’m thick; other people are thin. Everyone is different and everyone handles things differently. 
You just have to let her handle it the way she wants to, in the best way she thinks she can, and that’s the 
only thing I can say. I think she’s doing the best that she can.”

Osaka has never been past the third round on the French Open’s red clay. It takes seven victories to 
win a Grand Slam title, which she has done four times at hard-court tournaments: the U.S. Open in 2018 
and 2020; the Australian Open in 2019 and this February.

“Here in Paris I was already feeling vulnerable and anxious so I thought it was better to exercise self-
care and skip the press conferences,” she wrote.

Tennis players are required to attend news conferences if requested to do so. The maximum fine of 
$20,000 is not a big deal to Osaka, the world’s highest-earning female athlete thanks to endorsement 
contracts totaling tens of millions of dollars.

“Mental health and awareness around it is one of the highest priorities to the WTA,” the women’s tennis 
tour said in a statement emailed by a spokeswoman. “We have invested significant resources, staffing 
and educational tools in this area for the past 20-plus years and continue to develop our mental health 
support system for the betterment of the athletes and the organization. We remain here to support and 
assist Naomi in any way possible and we hope to see her back on the court soon.”

Other players, notably 13-time French Open champion Rafael Nadal and No. 1-ranked Ash Barty, have 
said they respect Osaka’s right to take a stance but explained that they consider speaking to reporters 
part of the job.

After Osaka’s post Monday, several athletes in tennis and other sports tweeted their support.
Martina Navratilova, an 18-time Grand Slam champion, wrote: “I am so sad about Naomi Osaka. I truly 

hope she will be ok. As athletes we are taught to take care of our body, and perhaps the mental & emo-
tional aspect gets short shrift. This is about more than doing or not doing a press conference. Good luck 
Naomi- we are all pulling for you!”

Two-time NBA MVP Stephen Curry wrote that it was “impressive taking the high road when the powers 
that be dont protect their own. major respect.”

California eyes shuttered malls, stores for new housing
By ADAM BEAM Associated Press
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — California state lawmakers are grappling with a particularly 21st-century 

problem: What to do with the growing number of shopping malls and big box retail stores left empty by 
consumers shifting their purchases to the web.

A possible answer in crowded California cities is to build housing on these sites, which already have 
ample parking and are close to existing neighborhoods.

But local zoning laws often don’t allow housing at these locations. Changing the zoning is such a hassle 
that many developers don’t bother trying. And it’s often not worth it for local governments to change the 
designations. They would prefer to find new retailers because sales taxes produce more revenue than 
residential property taxes.

However, with a stubborn housing shortage pushing prices to all-time highs, state lawmakers are moving 
to pass new laws to get around those barriers. 

A bill that cleared the state Senate last week would let developers build houses on most commercial 
sites without changing the zoning. Another proposal would pay local governments to change the zoning 
to let developers build affordable housing.

“There has always been an incentive to chase retail and a disincentive to build housing,” said Sen. An-
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thony Portantino, a Los Angeles-area Democrat who authored the bill to pay local governments. “There 
is more dormant and vacant retail than ever.”

If successful, it’s believed California would be the first state to allow multi-family housing on commercial 
sites statewide, said Eric Phillips, vice president of policy and legislation for the California chapter of the 
American Planning Association. Developers who use the law still would have to obey locally approved 
design standards. But Phillips said the law would limit local governments’ ability to reject the projects.

That’s why some local leaders oppose the bill, arguing it undermines their authority.
“City leaders have the requisite local knowledge to discern when and which sites are appropriate for 

repurposing and which are not,” wrote Mike Griffiths, member of the Torrance City Council and founder 
of California Cities for Local Control, a group of 427 mayors and council members.

It’s a familiar battle in California. While nearly everyone agrees there is an affordable housing shortage, 
state and local leaders face different political pressures that often derail ambitious proposals. Last year, 
a bill that would have overridden local zoning laws to let developers build small apartment buildings in 
neighborhoods reserved for single-family homes died in the state Senate. 

Sen. Anna Caballero, a Democrat from Salinas and author of this year’s zoning proposal, said her bill is 
not a mandate. Developers could choose to use the bill or not. The Senate approved the measure 32-2, 
sending it to the state Assembly for consideration.

“It’s always a challenge when you’re trying to do affordable housing, because there are entrenched inter-
ests that don’t want to negotiate and compromise, and we’re working really hard to try to break through 
that,” she said. “I’m trying to give maximum flexibility to local government because the more that you 
start telling them how they have to do it, the harder it becomes for them to actually do it.”

Even before the pandemic, big-box retail stores were struggling to adapt as more people began buying 
things online. In 2019, after purchasing Sears and Kmart, Transformco closed 96 stores across the country 
— including 29 in California.

The pandemic, of course, accelerated this trend, prompting major retailers like J.C. Penney, Neiman 
Marcus and J. Crew to file for bankruptcy protection. An analysis by the investment firm UBS shows online 
shopping will grow to 25% of all retail sales by 2025. The analysis predicted that up to 100,000 stores 
across the country could close.

Local governments and developers in California are already trying to redevelop some retail sites. In 
Salinas, a city of about 150,000 people near the Monterey Peninsula, city officials are working to rezone a 
closed Kmart. In San Francisco, developers recently announced plans to build nearly 3,000 homes in the 
parking lot that surrounds Stonestown Mall — a sprawling, 40-acre site that has lost some anchor retail 
tenants in recent years.

Still, the idea of repurposing shopping centers has divided labor unions and affordable housing advo-
cates, putting one of the Democratic Party’s core base of supporters against backers of one of their top 
policy goals.

Housing advocates love the idea, but they don’t like how Democrats want to do it. Both proposals in 
the Legislature would require developers to use a “skilled and trained” workforce to build the housing. 
That means a certain percentage of workers must either be enrolled or have completed a state-approved 
apprenticeship program.

Developers have said while there are plenty of trained workers available in areas like San Francisco and 
Los Angeles, those workers are scarce in more rural parts of the state, potentially delaying projects in 
those areas.

California needs to build about 180,000 new housing units per year to keep up with demand, according 
to the state’s latest housing assessment. But it’s only managed about 80,000 per year for the past decade. 
That’s one reason the state’s median sales price for single-family homes hit a record high $758,990 in March.

“At a time when we’re trying to increase production, we don’t believe we should be limiting who can do 
the work,” said Ray Pearl, executive director of the California Housing Consortium, a group that includes 
affordable housing developers.
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Robbie Hunter, president of the State Building and Construction Trades Council of California, dismissed 

that argument as just greedy developers trying to maximize their profits. 
He said there is no construction project in California that has been delayed because of a lack of workers, 

adding: “We man every job.”
“When there is a demand for workers, we rise with the demand,” Hunter said.
Labor unions appear to be winning. A bill in the state Assembly that did not initially require a “skilled and 

trained” workforce stalled in committee because it did not have enough support. 

Mexico raids building project next to Teotihuacán pyramids
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico sent in 250 National Guard troops and 60 police officers Monday to seize 

land next to the pre-Hispanic ruins of Teotihuacán where authorities have said bulldozers were destroying 
outlying parts of the archeological site. 

Mexican archaeological officials reported last week that they had been trying since March to halt the 
private construction project, but work continued on what local media says were plans to build some sort 
of amusement park. 

The National Institute of History and Anthropology said the National Guard helped authorities put up 
seizure notices on the property just north of Mexico City. The seizure allows prosecutors to take control 
of the plot while those responsible for the work are investigated for criminal charges of “irreparably dam-
aging” the national heritage.

The delay in stopping the project underlined how Mexico’s unwieldy, antiquated legal system makes it hard 
to enforce building codes and zoning laws or stop illegal construction, even on protected historical sites.

The Culture Department said last week it had repeatedly issued stop-work orders since March but the 
building crews had ignored them. The department estimated at least 25 ancient structures on the site 
were threatened, and said it has filed a criminal complaint against those responsible.

Apparently, owners of farm plots are trying to turn the land into a recreation area. The area is just out-
side and across a road from the site’s famous boulevard and pyramid complex.

The U.N. international council on monuments and sites said bulldozers threatened to raze as many as 
15 acres (7 hectares) at the site, which is a protected area. The council also said looting of artifacts had 
been detected.

“Teotihuacán is an emblematic site declared as World Heritage by the UNESCO, that represents the 
highest expression of the identity of the people of Mexico,” the U.N. council said in a statement last week.

The destruction so close to the capital raised questions about Mexico’s ability to protect its ancient heri-
tage sites. Teotihuacan is the country’s most visited archaeological site, with over 2.6 million visitors per 
year, and Mexico has hundreds of smaller, more remote and often unexplored sites.

Teotihuacan is best known for its twin Temples of the Sun and Moon, but it was actually a large city that 
housed over 100,000 inhabitants and covered around 8 square miles (20 sq. kilometers). 

The still mysterious city was one of the largest in the world at its apex between 100 B.C. and A.D. 750. 
But it was abandoned before the rise of the Aztecs in the 14th century. 

Even its true name remains unclear. Its current name was given to it by the Aztecs. But the Aztecs may 
have actually called the city “Teohuacan” — literally “the city of the sun” — rather than Teotihuacan, which 
means “city of the gods” or “place where men become gods.” 

The Pyramids of the Sun or Moon drew tens of thousands of visitors for the spring and fall equinoxes 
each year, before the coronavirus pandemic hit.

Biden honors war dead at Arlington, implores nation to heal
By CALVIN WOODWARD Associated Press
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — President Joe Biden honored America’s war dead at Arlington National Cemetery 

on Memorial Day by laying a wreath at the hallowed burial ground and extolling the sacrifices of the fallen 
for the pursuit of democracy, “the soul of America.”
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Biden invoked the iconic battles of history and joined them to the present as he implored Americans to 

rise above the divisions straining the union, which he described in stark terms.
The president was joined Monday by first lady Jill Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and second gentle-

man Doug Emhoff in a somber ceremony at the Virginia cemetery’s Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, which 
is dedicated to deceased service members whose remains have not been identified.

His face tight with emotion, Biden walked up to the wreath, cupping it in his hands in silent reflection, 
then making the sign of the cross. His eyes were wet. The gathered dignitaries and military families were 
hushed and solemn; the chattering of cicadas loud.

In remarks that followed, Biden called on Americans to commemorate their fallen heroes by remember-
ing their fight for the nation’s ideals.

“This nation was built on an idea,” Biden said. “We were built on an idea, the idea of liberty and oppor-
tunity for all. We’ve never fully realized that aspiration of our founders, but every generation has opened 
the door a little wider.”

He focused much of his speech on the importance of democracy, saying it thrives when citizens can 
vote, when there is a free press and when there are equal rights for all.

“Generation after generation of American heroes are signed up to be part of the fight because they 
understand the truth that lives in every American heart: that liberation, opportunity, justice are far more 
likely to come to pass in a democracy than in an autocracy,” Biden said. “These Americans weren’t fighting 
for dictators, they were fighting for democracy. They weren’t fighting to exclude or to enslave, they were 
fighting to build and broaden and liberate.”

But he suggested these ideals are imperiled.
“The soul of America is animated by the perennial battle between our worst instincts, which we’ve seen 

of late, and our better angels,” he said. “Between Me First and We the People. Between greed and gen-
erosity, cruelty and kindness, captivity and freedom.”

After the ceremony, the Bidens stopped by a row of gravestones in a cemetery where some 400,000 
are buried in the gentle hills and hollows.

The Bidens held hands and strolled along the rows of Section 12, one of the primary burial locations of 
service members killed overseas and repatriated to the United States after World War II and the Korean 
War. They stopped to chat with several families visiting the graves of their loved ones or searching for 
them — one family came to find a great-uncle missing in action from the world war.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, joined Biden and 
Harris in the ceremony. 

On Sunday, Biden addressed a crowd of Gold Star military families and other veterans in a ceremony at 
War Memorial Plaza in New Castle, Delaware. Earlier in the day, he and other family members attended a 
memorial Mass for his son Beau Biden, a veteran who died of brain cancer six years ago to the day.

In post-pandemic Europe, migrants will face digital fortress
By DEREK GATOPOULOS and COSTAS KANTOURIS Associated Press
PEPLO, Greece (AP) — As the world begins to travel again, Europe is sending migrants a loud message: 

Stay away! 
Greek border police are firing bursts of deafening noise from an armored truck over the frontier into 

Turkey. Mounted on the vehicle, the long-range acoustic device, or “sound cannon,” is the size of a small 
TV set but can match the volume of a jet engine. 

It’s part of a vast array of physical and experimental new digital barriers being installed and tested during 
the quiet months of the coronavirus pandemic at the 200-kilometer (125-mile) Greek border with Turkey 
to stop people entering the European Union illegally.

A new steel wall, similar to recent construction on the U.S.-Mexico border, blocks commonly-used cross-
ing points along the Evros River that separates the two countries.

Nearby observation towers are being fitted with long-range cameras, night vision, and multiple sensors. 
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The data will be sent to control centers to flag suspicious movement using artificial intelligence analysis.

“We will have a clear ‘pre-border’ picture of what’s happening,” Police Maj. Dimonsthenis Kamargios, 
head of the region’s border guard authority, told the Associated Press. 

The EU has poured 3 billion euros ($3.7 billion) into security tech research following the refugee crisis in 
2015-16, when more than 1 million people — many escaping wars in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan — fled 
to Greece and on to other EU countries.

The automated surveillance network being built on the Greek-Turkish border is aimed at detecting 
migrants early and deterring them from crossing, with river and land patrols using searchlights and long-
range acoustic devices. 

Key elements of the network will be launched by the end of the year, Kamargios said. “Our task is to 
prevent migrants from entering the country illegally. We need modern equipment and tools to do that.” 

Researchers at universities around Europe, working with private firms, have developed futuristic surveil-
lance and verification technology, and tested more than a dozen projects at Greek borders. 

AI-powered lie detectors and virtual border-guard interview bots have been piloted, as well as efforts to 
integrate satellite data with footage from drones on land, air, sea and underwater. Palm scanners record 
the unique vein pattern in a person’s hand to use as a biometric identifier, and the makers of live camera 
reconstruction technology promise to erase foliage virtually, exposing people hiding near border areas. 

Testing has also been conducted in Hungary, Latvia and elsewhere along the eastern EU perimeter. 
The more aggressive migration strategy has been advanced by European policymakers over the past five 

years, funding deals with Mediterranean countries outside the bloc to hold migrants back and transforming 
the EU border protection agency, Frontex, from a coordination mechanism to a full-fledged multinational 
security force. 

But regional migration deals have left the EU exposed to political pressure from neighbors. 
Earlier this month, several thousand migrants crossed from Morocco into the Spanish enclave of Ceuta 

in a single day, prompting Spain to deploy the army. A similar crisis unfolded on the Greek-Turkish border 
and lasted three weeks last year. 

Greece is pressing the EU to let Frontex patrol outside its territorial waters to stop migrants reaching 
Lesbos and other Greek islands, the most common route in Europe for illegal crossing in recent years. 

Armed with new tech tools, European law enforcement authorities are leaning further outside borders. 
Not all the surveillance programs being tested will be included in the new detection system, but human 

rights groups say the emerging technology will make it even harder for refugees fleeing wars and extreme 
hardship to find safety. 

Patrick Breyer, a European lawmaker from Germany, has taken an EU research authority to court, de-
manding that details of the AI-powered lie detection program be made public. 

“What we are seeing at the borders, and in treating foreign nationals generally, is that it’s often a testing 
field for technologies that are later used on Europeans as well. And that’s why everybody should care, in 
their own self-interest,” Breyer of the German Pirates Party told the AP.

He urged authorities to allow broad oversight of border surveillance methods to review ethical concerns 
and prevent the sale of the technology through private partners to authoritarian regimes outside the EU. 

Ella Jakubowska, of the digital rights group EDRi, argued that EU officials were adopting “techno-soluti-
onism” to sideline moral considerations in dealing with the complex issue of migration. 

“It is deeply troubling that, time and again, EU funds are poured into expensive technologies which are 
used in ways that criminalize, experiment with and dehumanize people on the move,” she said. 

The London-based group Privacy International argued the tougher border policing would provide a politi-
cal reward to European leaders who have adopted a hard line on migration.

“If people migrating are viewed only as a security problem to be deterred and challenged, the inevitable 
result is that governments will throw technology at controlling them,” said Edin Omanovic, an advocacy 
director at the group.

“It’s not hard to see why: across Europe we have autocrats looking for power by targeting foreigners, 
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otherwise progressive leaders who have failed to come up with any alternatives to copying their agendas, 
and a rampant arms industry with vast access to decision-makers.”

Migration flows have slowed in many parts of Europe during the pandemic, interrupting an increase 
recorded over years. In Greece, for example, the number of arrivals dropped from nearly 75,000 in 2019 
to 15,700 in 2020, a 78% decrease. 

But the pressure is sure to return. Between 2000 and 2020, the world’s migrant population rose by more 
than 80% to reach 272 million, according to United Nations data, fast outpacing international population 
growth.

At the Greek border village of Poros, the breakfast discussion at a cafe was about the recent crisis on 
the Spanish-Moroccan border. 

Many of the houses in the area are abandoned and in a gradual state of collapse, and life is adjusting 
to that reality. 

Cows use the steel wall as a barrier for the wind and rest nearby. 
Panagiotis Kyrgiannis, a Poros resident, says the wall and other preventive measures have brought mi-

grant crossings to a dead stop. 
“We are used to seeing them cross over and come through the village in groups of 80 or a 100,” he 

said. “We were not afraid. ... They don’t want to settle here. All of this that’s happening around us is not 
about us.” 

UN watchdog: Access to key Iranian data lacking since Feb 23
By KIYOKO METZLER and DAVID RISING Associated Press
VIENNA (AP) — The United Nations’ atomic watchdog hasn’t been able to access data important to 

monitoring Iran’s nuclear program since late February when the Islamic Republic started restricting inter-
national inspections of its facilities, the agency said Monday. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency reported in a confidential document distributed to member 
countries and seen by The Associated Press that it has “not had access to the data from its online en-
richment monitors and electronic seals, or had access to the measurement recordings registered by its 
installed measurement devices” since Feb. 23. 

While the IAEA and Iran earlier acknowledged the restrictions limited access to surveillance cameras 
at Iranian facilities, Monday’s report indicated they went much further. The IAEA acknowledged it could 
only provide an estimate of Iran’s overall nuclear stockpile as it continues to enrich uranium at its highest 
level ever.

Iran started limiting inspections in a bid to put pressure on the government of U.S. President Joe Biden 
to lift crippling sanctions reimposed after then President Donald Trump pulled out of the 2015 nuclear 
deal with Iran unilaterally in 2018. 

Under the deal, the IAEA placed around 2,000 tamper-proof seals on nuclear material and equipment. 
Those seals communicated electronically to inspectors. Automated measuring devices also provided real-
time data from the program.

Talks are currently underway in Vienna for the U.S. to rejoin the deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action, or JCPOA. 

Since the U.S. withdrawal from the agreement, Iran has been steadily violating its various restrictions, 
including on the types of centrifuges it’s allowed to use, the amount of enriched uranium it is allowed to 
stockpile, and the purity to which it is allowed to enrich.

In the IAEA report, the agency for the first time released estimates of Iran’s stockpile rather than pre-
cise figures, saying that as of May 22, Iran’s total enriched uranium stockpile was 3,241 kilograms (7,145 
pounds), up about 273 kilograms (600 pounds) from the last quarterly report. 

That was down from an increase of nearly 525 kilograms (1,157 pounds) reported in the last quarterly 
report.

Though it wasn’t immediately clear what led to the decrease, it comes as an explosion in April at its 
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underground Natanz nuclear facility affected centrifuges there. Iran has yet to offer a full accounting of 
what happened in an attack it described as “nuclear terrorism.” Israel, which is widely suspected of car-
rying out the assault, hasn’t commented publicly on it.

The nuclear deal signed in 2015 with the United States, Germany, France, Britain, China and Russia only 
permits Iran only to keep a total stockpile of 202.8 kilograms (447 pounds) of enriched uranium. 

The agency said the current stockpile includes 62.8 kilograms (138.5 pounds) of uranium enriched up to 
20% purity, and 2.4 kilograms enriched up to 60% purity — well above the 3.67% purity allowed under 
the JCPOA. 

Despite Iran’s violations of the deal, the other nations involved have stressed that the agreement was 
still important as it allowed international inspectors to continue their surveillance of Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Under a confidential agreement called an “Additional Protocol” with Iran, the IAEA collects and analyzes 
images from a series of surveillance cameras installed at Iranian nuclear sites. Those cameras helped it 
monitor Tehran’s program to see if it is complying with the nuclear deal.

Iran’s hard-line parliament in December approved a bill that would suspend part of U.N. inspections of its 
nuclear facilities if European signatories didn’t provide relief from oil and banking sanctions by February. 

IAEA Director-General Rafael Grossi was able to negotiate a last-minute deal in February, however, under 
which promised the IAEA it would hold onto footage shot by its surveillance cameras and would hand 
them over if diplomats reached a deal in Vienna to lift the sanctions it faces. Otherwise, Tehran said it 
would delete the images. 

That deal has yet to come, but Grossi was able to negotiate a one-month extension last week.
That means his agency still can’t access the images taken by the cameras for the time being, but could 

regain access to the material if a deal is reached — a situation Grossi called an emergency measure that 
was “not ideal.”

The last-minute discussions further underscored the narrowing window for the U.S. and others to reach 
terms with Iran as it presses a tough stance with the international community over its atomic program.

Negotiations continue in Vienna to see if both the U.S. and Iran can reenter the deal, which limited 
Tehran’s enrichment of uranium in exchange for the lifting of economic sanctions. Iran and the U.S. aren’t 
directly negotiating, however.

The U.S. isn’t at the table because it unilaterally pulled out of the deal in 2018 under Trump, who re-
stored and augmented American sanctions in a campaign of “maximum pressure” to try and force Iran 
into renegotiating the pact with more concessions. Biden wants to rejoin the deal, however, and there 
is a U.S. delegation in Vienna taking part in indirect talks with Iran, with diplomats from the other world 
powers acting as go-betweens.

The deal promises Iran economic incentives in exchange for curbs on its nuclear program. The reimpo-
sition of American sanctions has left the country’s economy reeling, and Tehran has reacted by steadily 
increasing its violations of the restrictions of the deal, such as increasing the purity of uranium it enriches 
and its stockpiles, in a thus-far unsuccessful effort to pressure the other countries to provide relief.

The ultimate goal of the deal is to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear bomb, something it insists 
it doesn’t want to do. Iran now has enough enriched uranium to make a bomb, but nowhere near the 
amount it had before the nuclear deal was signed.

The negotiations and tensions over the program come as Iran faces an upcoming June 18 presidential 
election to select the replacement for the relative moderate Hassan Rouhani, whose administration reach 
the 2015 nuclear deal. Analysts believe hard-liners have an edge going into the vote.

The IAEA also said that after many months it was still awaiting answers from Iran on three sites where 
inspections had revealed traces of uranium of man-made origin.

Who benefits? US debates fairest way to share spare vaccine
By ZEKE MILLER Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — In April, the Biden administration announced plans to share millions of COVID-19 
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vaccine doses with the world by the end of June. Five weeks later, nations around the globe are still wait-
ing — with growing impatience — to learn where the vaccines will go and how they will be distributed.

To President Joe Biden, the doses represent a modern-day “arsenal of democracy,” serving as the ulti-
mate carrot for America’s partners abroad, but also as a necessary tool for global health, capable of saving 
millions of lives and returning a semblance of normalcy to friends and foes alike.

The central question for Biden: What share of doses should be provided to those who need it most, and 
how many should be reserved for U.S. partners?

The answer, so far at least, appears to be that the administration will provide the bulk of the doses to 
COVAX, the U.N.-backed global vaccine sharing program meant to meet the needs of lower income coun-
tries. While the percentage is not yet finalized, it would mark a substantial — and immediate — boost to 
the lagging COVAX effort, which to date has shared just 76 million doses with needy countries.

The Biden administration is considering reserving about a fourth of the doses for the U.S. to dispense 
directly to individual nations of its choice. 

The growing U.S. stockpile of COVID-19 vaccines is seen not only as a testament to American ingenuity, 
but also its global privilege.

More than 50% of Americans have received at least one dose of the vaccine, and more than 135 million 
are fully vaccinated, helping bring the rate of cases and deaths in the U.S. to the lowest level since the 
earliest days of the pandemic.

Scores of countries have requested doses from the United States, but to date only Mexico and Canada 
have received a combined 4.5 million doses. The U.S. also has announced plans to share enough shots 
with South Korea to vaccinate its 550,000 troops who serve alongside American service members on the 
peninsula.

The broader U.S. sharing plan is still being finalized, a White House official said, having been the subject 
of policy debate inside the White House and across the federal government, and also involving COVAX 
and other outside stakeholders like drug manufacturers and logistics experts.

“Our nation’s going to be the arsenal of vaccines for the rest of the world,” Biden said on May 17, when 
he announced the U.S. pledge to share more doses. He added that, compared to other countries like 
Russia and China that have sought to leverage their domestically produced doses, “we will not use our 
vaccines to secure favors from other countries.”

Still, the partnership with the South Korean military points to the ability of the U.S. to use its vaccine 
stockpile to benefit some of its better-off allies. It was not clear whether South Korea would pay for its 
doses from the U.S. Most of the other doses were expected to be donated.

Samantha Power, the new USAID administrator, provided the first indication of the likely allocation last 
week in testimony on Capitol Hill.

She told the Senate Appropriations Committee that “75% of the doses we share will likely be shared 
through COVAX. Twenty-five percent of whatever our excess supply is that we are donating will be reserved 
to be able to deploy bilaterally.”

Administration officials cautioned that Biden had not yet signed off on the precise split and that it could 
still change.. The White House official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal plans, said 
the administration would be working in coming days to synchronize its supplies with the global vaccine 
sharing organizations.

Biden has committed to providing other nations with all 60 million domestically produced doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. That vaccine has yet to be authorized for use in the U.S. but is widely approved 
around the world. The U.S.-produced doses will be available to ship as soon as they clear a safety review 
by the Food and Drug Administration.

The president also has promised to share 20 million doses from existing production of Pfizer, Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson vaccine stocks. Even more doses are expected to be made available to share in 
the months ahead.

As part of its purchase agreements with drug manufacturers, the U.S. controlled the initial production by 
its domestic manufacturers. Pfizer and Moderna are only now starting to export vaccines produced in the 
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U.S. to overseas customers. The U.S. has hundreds of millions more doses on order, both of authorized 
and in-development vaccines.

“It’s obviously challenging because so many countries face this need right now,” Power said, calling the 
decision of where to send doses “an urgent question.” 

The decision, she continued, hinges on some combination of “the relationship we have with the coun-
tries, the public health and epidemiological scientific trajectory of the disease, and a sense of where the 
vaccines can do the most good, the infrastructure and readiness of countries to receive vaccines.”

The U.S. under Biden also has pledged $4 billion to COVAX, led by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the Coali-
tion for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations and the World Health Organization, to help it procure and 
distribute vaccines. COVAX has committed to sharing the doses with more than 90 countries, including 
many with which the U.S. has tumultuous relations.

Leaving it to COVAX to decide how the bulk of the U.S.-provided doses are distributed is seen by the 
administration as the most equitable way to determine who benefits. It also could allow the U.S. to avoid 
any political fallout that might come from sharing the vaccine directly with adversaries.

“It’s not only a symbol of American values — it’s smart global health policy,” said Tom Hart, acting CEO of 
the ONE Campaign, which has pressed the Biden administration to move faster to develop its global shar-
ing plan. “An outbreak in North Korea or Iran or somewhere else where we might have tensions, viruses 
travel no matter where they’re flourishing, and I don’t want a variant cooking up in some remote part of 
the world, anywhere in the world, which then might get around the current vaccines that we’ve got.”

Even if the bulk of the U.S.-shared doses are distributed through COVAX, Power told senators, “It will 
be very clear where those doses are coming from.”

“People will be very clear that these are American doses coming as a result of American ingenuity and 
the generosity of the American people,” she added.

Globally, more than 3.5 million people are confirmed to have died from the coronavirus. The U.S. has 
seen the largest confirmed loss of life from COVID-19, at more than 594,000 people.

Study blames climate change for 37% of global heat deaths
By SETH BORENSTEIN AP Science Writer
More than one-third of the world’s heat deaths each year are due directly to global warming, according 

to the latest study to calculate the human cost of climate change.
But scientists say that’s only a sliver of climate’s overall toll — even more people die from other extreme 

weather amplified by global warming such as storms, flooding and drought — and the heat death numbers 
will grow exponentially with rising temperatures. 

Dozens of researchers who looked at heat deaths in 732 cities around the globe from 1991 to 2018 
calculated that 37% were caused by higher temperatures from human-caused warming, according to a 
study Monday in the journal Nature Climate Change. 

That amounts to about 9,700 people a year from just those cities, but it is much more worldwide, the 
study’s lead author said.

“These are deaths related to heat that actually can be prevented. It is something we directly cause,” 
said Ana Vicedo-Cabrera, an epidemiologist at the Institute of Social and Preventative Medicine at the 
University of Bern in Switzerland.

The highest percentages of heat deaths caused by climate change were in cities in South America. 
Vicedo-Cabrera pointed to southern Europe and southern Asia as other hot spots for climate change-
related heat deaths. 

Sao Paulo, Brazil, has the most climate-related heat deaths, averaging 239 a year, researchers found.
About 35% of heat deaths in the United States can be blamed on climate change, the study found. That’s 

a total of more than 1,100 deaths a year in about 200 U.S. cities, topped by 141 in New York. Honolulu 
had the highest portion of heat deaths attributable to climate change, 82%.

Scientists used decades of mortality data in the 732 cities to plot curves detailing how each city’s death 
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rate changes with temperature and how the heat-death curves vary from city to city. Some cities adapt 
to heat better than others because of air conditioning, cultural factors and environmental conditions, 
Vicedo-Cabrera said.

Then researchers took observed temperatures and compared them with 10 computer models simulating 
a world without climate change. The difference is warming humans caused. By applying that scientifically 
accepted technique to the individualized heat-death curves for the 732 cities, the scientists calculated extra 
heat deaths from climate change.

“People continue to ask for proof that climate change is already affecting our health. This attribution 
study directly answers that question using state-of-the-science epidemiological methods, and the amount 
of data the authors have amassed for analysis is impressive,” said Dr. Jonathan Patz, director of the Global 
Health Institute at the University of Wisconsin.

Patz, who wasn’t part of the study, said it was one of the first to detail climate change-related heat 
deaths now, rather than in the future.

Mobile vaccination units hit tiny US towns to boost immunity
By SCOTT SONNER and SAM METZ Associated Press
FALLON, Nev. (AP) — Pick-up truck drivers motor up to a white trailer in a parking lot on Fallon Paiute-

Shoshone land in Nevada’s high desert and within a few moments they’re handed forms to sign, jabbed 
with coronavirus vaccine and sent on their way.

The pop-up clinic 60 miles (96 kilometers) east of Reno is one of 28 locations in the state where the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency has dispatched mobile vaccination units to ensure people in far-
flung rural areas and one stop-light towns can get inoculated. 

It’s one of the tactics health officials are using across the country to counter waning interest in vaccina-
tions. In tiny towns, churches, ballparks, strip clubs and even marijuana dispensaries, officials are setting 
up shop and offering incentives to entice people as the nation struggles to reach herd immunity.

In Nevada, health officials acknowledge they’re unlikely to hit their initial goal of vaccinating 75% of the 
population believed necessary to reach herd immunity. Ironically, their push in northern Nevada is head-
quartered at the Reno Livestock Events Center, where 65-year-old Dan Lavely and others are showing up 
for shots.

Lavely said he teared up while thanking the nurses who vaccinated him.
“I told them I was just so thankful that they were volunteering their time to help get us back to normal 

so I can go shop at the mall or go to the beach at Lake Tahoe,” said Lavely, who works at a big box store 
in neighboring Sparks. Waiting to get vaccinated had nothing to do with safety concerns or distrust of the 
government, he said.

“It was a scheduling deal. Plus, my middle name is procrastinator,” Lavely said.
Two FEMA mobile trailers have meandered through Nevada to towns without pharmacies, clinics or other 

vaccination sites, giving doctors, nurses and National Guardsmen a first-hand look at rural and tribal com-
munities where finding vaccinations has been difficult for residents.

“That’s our philosophy: it doesn’t make any difference if there are two (people) nor 200,” said Peggy 
Franklin, a volunteer nurse who has traveled alongside a FEMA trailer to Fallon, Alamo, Panaca and other 
towns

To preserve the vaccine, the trailers are equipped with ultra-cold refrigerators powered by generators-
on-wheels. On Monday, the two mobile clinics completed six-week loops through Nevada that included 
returning to finish two-shot regimens in the state that covers an area that would stretch from Boston to 
Baltimore and Buffalo, N.Y.

Initially, the goal was to vaccinate 250 people a day at each stop. But the numbers have varied, as vac-
cine supply has increased and demand has fallen.

“Just a month ago, people were still having a hard time finding vaccination sites. That’s really changed 
in the last three or four weeks and now we’re trying to find people that are more vaccine-hesitant,” said 
Marc Reynolds, a doctor from Fallon who has volunteered at the mobile clinic in his hometown and the 
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state prison in Lovelock.

The clinics have delivered 7,600 shots during two tours of Nevada and have also been used in Arizona, 
Illinois, Kentucky and other states. Nevada Division of Emergency Management Chief Dave Fogerson said 
people in the remote communities of the state “probably would not have got it any other way.”

Gerlach, for example, is 100 miles (160 km) from the closest pharmacy in Reno-Sparks. With just 34 
people, it was once home to a booming gypsum mine on the edge of the desert that hosts 80,000 visi-
tors each year for the Burning Man Festival. The desolate landscape was featured in this year’s Academy 
Award-winning movie, “Nomadland.”

Nearly half of Nevada’s eligible population has had at least an initial vaccination against COVID-19. But 
rates have varied geographically.

In Clark and Washoe counties, home to Las Vegas and Reno, respectively, about half of those eligible 
have gotten at least one dose, the state reported. The rate has been about half of that in Eureka and Elko 
counties, while Storey County has seen just a 15% rate.

As infection rates drop and the state moves further away from the height of the pandemic, officials 
acknowledge persuading the vaccine-hesitant to get shots won’t get easier. As a result, on the heels of 
the FEMA effort, officials have been preparing similar pop-up events in urban centers, suburban neighbor-
hoods and unconventional venues ranging from a Las Vegas strip club to a Sparks truck stop along an 
interstate that runs to Utah.

“It’s important that the people running the vaccination events look like the community,” said Jeanne 
Freeman of Carson City Health and Human Services. “Comfort levels are important. Sometimes just being 
in a familiar location.”

Nevada has long struggled with some of the nation’s worst vaccination rates. It improved to fifth-worst 
last year with 42% of adults vaccinated against the flu, according to the CDC. Part of the current outreach 
effort targets the 340,000 people who got those flu shots but have not yet gotten a COVID-19 vaccination.

Nevada is refining its messaging based on a growing understanding of why some people remain reluc-
tant to get shots. Much of the focus so far has been on cultural and historical barriers that make certain 
groups less open to vaccinations, but for many, it may come down to simple convenience.

“A lot of individuals are not opposed to getting vaccinated, it’s just not fitting well in their daily life,” said 
Karissa Loper, chief of Nevada’s Bureau of Child, Family and Community Wellness. “That’s truly what we’re 
moving to work on now with all of our partners, to do those mobile and pop-up clinics.”

Jackie Shelton, a vice president with the public relations firm that Nevada hired to help promote vaccine 
equity and outreach, said the latest ad campaign intends to “show people who look like you — peers who 
are getting the vaccine and why.”

“People don’t want to be told what to do but they love to see their friends and others talking about why 
they are doing it,” she said. “It’s all about empathy. And reminding people what they have missed during 
the pandemic and what they can get back.”

Future promotional ideas include raffles open to residents who are fully vaccinated by July 4. Colorado, 
Maryland, Ohio, New York and Oregon are among several states already enticing people with lottery prizes 
approaching $5 million.

Immunize Nevada is planning vaccination pop-ups at breweries, churches and parks — complete with 
swag like water bottles — and scheduling them to coincide with holidays such as Juneteenth to target 
specific populations.

In Reno, shots are offered at minor league baseball games, and the Medical Social Justice League at the 
University of Nevada’s School of Medicine was set to co-host a clinic Saturday at a Catholic church with 
a large Latino congregation.

“We need to meet them where they are and where they feel safe,” Diana Sande, spokeswoman for the 
university’s School of Community Health Sciences, said about outreach efforts to the Latino community.

Kyra Morgan, Nevada’s chief biostatistician, has suggested it may not be possible for the state to reach 
its initial goal of vaccinating 75% of the population. 

Still, communities may be able to return to normalcy even if they don’t reach the threshold needed for 
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herd immunity, added Dr. Nancy Diao, division director for epidemiology and public health preparedness 
in Washoe County.

“If we can reach a high enough population level, say maybe 60% or 70%, that might also just be good 
enough for our community to bring the numbers drastically down,” she said, “and we can have this virus 
live with us in an equilibrium like we do with so many other diseases.”

Russia’s Navalny asks court to end prison security checks
By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — Imprisoned Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny asked a court Monday to halt 

the hourly night-time checks he has been subjected to in his penal colony. 
Speaking to the court in a video link from prison, Navalny charged that he has done nothing that would 

warrant the authorities’ decision to designate him as a flight risk that has resulted in checks. 
“I just want them to stop coming to me and waking me up at night-time,” he told the judge in remarks 

that were broadcast by the independent Dozhd TV. “What did I do: Did I climb the fence? Did I dig up 
an underpass? Or was I wringing a pistol from someone? Just explain why they named me a flight risk!”

He argued that the hourly night-time checks “effectively amount to torture,” telling the judge that “you 
would go mad in a week” if subjected to such regular wake-ups.

The court later adjourned the hearing until Wednesday.
Navalny, the most determined political foe of Russian President Vladimir Putin, was arrested in January 

upon his return from Germany, where he had spent five months recovering from a nerve agent poisoning 
that he blames on the Kremlin — accusations that Russian officials reject.

In February, he was handed a 2 1/2-year sentence for violating terms of a suspended sentence stem-
ming from a 2014 embezzlement conviction, which he says was politically motivated.

He went on a 24-day hunger strike in prison to protest the lack of medical treatment for severe back 
pain and numbness in his legs, ending it last month after getting the medical attention he demanded.

While he still was on hunger strike, Navalny was moved from a penal colony east of Moscow where he 
was serving his sentence to the hospital ward of another prison in Vladimir, a city 180 kilometers (110 
miles) east of the capital. He still remains at that prison, where he said the night-time checks continued, 
although they were less intrusive.

With Navalny in prison, prosecutors have asked a Moscow court to designate his Foundation for Fight-
ing Corruption and his network of regional offices as extremist groups. A bill, which has sailed quickly 
through the Kremlin-controlled lower house of Russian parliament, bars members, donors and supporters 
of extremist groups from seeking public office.

The parallel moves have been widely seen as an attempt to keep any of Navalny’s associates from run-
ning in September’s parliamentary election.

More US citizens apprehended for moving drugs over border
By SUMAN NAISHADHAM Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — An increasing number of American citizens have been apprehended as they have tried 

to smuggle illegal drugs into the U.S. since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, an uptick that’s come 
amid travel restrictions at the border with Mexico.

For more than a year, the closure of the southern border to nonessential traffic has sharply limited the 
number of foreign citizens entering the U.S. by land. The rules have been extended until at least June 
21, but Mexican authorities have allowed most U.S. citizens to walk or drive south across the border with 
relative ease. 

Law enforcement officials and drug trafficking experts say the border rules — put in place in April 2020 
to curb the spread of the coronavirus — and their lopsided enforcement are driving the rise in U.S. citizens 
involved in borderland drug busts. Mexican traffickers, however, have long recruited Americans for the job.
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U.S. citizens were apprehended nearly seven times more often than Mexican citizens between October 

2020 and March 31 for trying to smuggle drugs in vehicles, U.S. Customs and Border Protection data shows. 
In the 2018 and 2019 fiscal years, Americans were caught roughly twice as often as Mexicans. 

“As cross-border travel shifted to essential travel only, criminal organizations shifted their operations 
as well,” the agency said in a recent statement. It noted it’s increasingly seized drugs trafficked by U.S. 
citizens and by commercial trucks during the pandemic. Both groups are exempt from the restrictions at 
U.S. land borders.

Despite early pandemic disruptions to the global drug trade, illegal substances have since been pour-
ing into the U.S. — the world’s largest consumer of them. Customs and Border Protection says narcotics 
seizures along the U.S.-Mexico border have increased slightly in the 2021 fiscal year, while the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security has said Mexican traffickers’ ability to move drugs into the country had 
stayed “largely intact.” 

Most illegal drugs in the U.S., particularly narcotics,  enter at the southern border. Americans are critical 
to these operations, trafficking experts say. 

“The perception is that U.S. citizens are given less scrutiny by Border Patrol and CBP,” said Michael 
Corbett, who worked at the Drug Enforcement Administration for 30 years and is now a narcotics expert 
witness. “Smuggling drugs is a risk management enterprise. They’re looking for whatever methods they 
can come across to most safely and efficiently move drugs across the border.” 

Victor Manjarrez, a former Border Patrol sector chief in El Paso and Tucson, said “the use of American 
citizens kind of ebbs and flows. 

“Drug organizations … are much more adept at changing than the government is,” said Manjarrez, now 
a professor of border and national security at the University of Texas, El Paso. 

Customs and Border Protection figures show the agency seized nearly 92,000 pounds (41,730 kilograms) 
of drugs from vehicles at southern ports of entry between October 2020 and May.

U.S. citizens had been apprehended about 2,400 times by late March for drug smuggling during inspec-
tions of vehicles crossing those checkpoints. In comparison, just 361 such apprehensions during the same 
period involved Mexican citizens, who are generally second — behind Americans — for drug trafficking 
arrests at ports of entry.

Arrests of U.S. citizens who bring drugs through in their bodies also have risen. In the first four months 
of the 2021 fiscal year, 505 Americans were arrested with drugs concealed in their bodies at southern 
checkpoints, compared with just 35 people from all other countries during the same period.

Though illegal substances brought in by that type of courier represent just a fraction of the overall drugs 
crossing into the U.S., those apprehensions in fiscal year 2018 were more balanced between U.S. citizens 
and non-citizens at 467 vs. 386, respectively, Customs and Border Protection data shows.

Apprehension numbers for U.S. and Mexican citizens caught driving drugs over the border in recent years 
also were not as far apart as this year — 1,693 vs. 793 in 2018 and 2,694 vs. 1,218 in 2019, respectively. 

In many cases, drug couriers in the U.S. are recruited for one-off assignments to drive a shipment 
across the border in exchange for a lump sum payment based on how much product they are transport-
ing, experts say. 

Yatziri Barboza was one. In March, the 24-year-old from Houston was arrested after an X-ray and fur-
ther inspection at a port of entry in Laredo, Texas, uncovered nearly 127 pounds (58 kilograms) of liquid 
methamphetamine concealed in the gas tank of the SUV she was driving, court documents said.

Barboza told law enforcement officials that she was to drive the shipment to an undisclosed location in 
Houston in exchange for $10,000, according to a criminal complaint.

Mryna Montemayor, a public defender representing Barboza, did not respond to an email seeking com-
ment.

Similarly, 23-year-old Mike Mendoza, also of Houston, was arrested in February after border agents 
stopped him at the Juarez–Lincoln International Bridge in Laredo while driving a pickup truck with 132 
pounds (60 kilograms) of meth stashed in its tires, according to a criminal complaint. Authorities estimate 
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the street value of the drugs to be $360,000. 

Abundio Rene Cantu, a lawyer representing Mendoza, said he believes his client was offered a reward 
“in the thousands” of dollars. He denied knowing which Mexican criminal organization recruited Mendoza, 
who had been working in construction.

“This was not something he was regularly involved in,” Cantu said of Mendoza, who pleaded guilty to a 
drug smuggling charge in March. “But generally speaking … people sometimes may find themselves in a 
bind. And so they get caught up with somebody that knows somebody from a Mexican organization, and 
they offer the money to get involved into this type of activity.”

Cantu estimates the number of cases he’s handled of U.S. citizens facing drug smuggling charges has 
doubled since 2019. He largely credits the partial closure of the border.

“It’s just opened up that opportunity to get new recruits,” he said. “U.S. citizens ... people that are strug-
gling financially that are going to be allowed to come in.” 

Today in History
By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History 
Today is Tuesday, June 1, the 152nd day of 2021. There are 213 days left in the year. 
Today’s Highlight in History: 
On June 1, 2009, General Motors filed for Chapter 11, becoming the largest U.S. industrial company to 

enter bankruptcy protection. 
On this date:
In 1792, Kentucky became the 15th state. 
In 1796, Tennessee became the 16th state. 
In 1812, President James Madison, in a message to Congress, recounted what he called Britain’s “series of 

acts hostile to the United States as an independent and neutral nation”; Congress ended up declaring war.
In 1813, the mortally wounded commander of the USS Chesapeake, Capt. James Lawrence, gave the 

order, “Don’t give up the ship” during a losing battle with the British frigate HMS Shannon in the War of 
1812. 

In 1916, Louis Brandeis took his seat as an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, the first Jewish 
American to serve on the nation’s highest bench. 

In 1943, a civilian flight from Portugal to England was shot down by Germany during World War II, killing 
all 17 people aboard, including actor Leslie Howard. 

In 1958, Charles de Gaulle became premier of France, marking the beginning of the end of the Fourth 
Republic. 

In 1980, Cable News Network made its debut. 
In 2003, leaders of the world’s seven wealthiest nations and Russia pledged billions of dollars to fight 

AIDS and hunger on the opening day of their summit in Evian, France. 
In 2009, Air France Flight 447, an Airbus A330 carrying 228 people from Rio de Janeiro to Paris, crashed 

into the Atlantic Ocean with the loss of everyone on board.
In 2015, Vanity Fair released its cover photo featuring the former Bruce Jenner with the headline, “Call 

Me Caitlyn” as the Olympic gold medalist publicly completed a gender transition.
In 2017, President Donald Trump declared he would pull the U.S. from the landmark Paris climate agree-

ment. (President Joe Biden signed an order returning the U.S. to that accord on his first day in office.) 
Ten years ago: In a face-to-face meeting, GOP leaders complained to President Barack Obama that he 

had not produced a detailed plan of spending cuts and accused him of playing politics over Medicare; the 
White House said Obama had in fact led on the issue, and accused Republicans of trying to destroy the 
popular health care program for seniors. Space shuttle Endeavour and its six astronauts returned to Earth, 
closing out the next-to-last mission in NASA’s 30-year program.

Five years ago: Ken Starr resigned as Baylor University’s chancellor, a week after the former prosecu-
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tor who’d led the investigation of the Bill Clinton-Monica Lewinsky scandal was removed as the school’s 
president over its handling of sexual assault complaints against football players.

One year ago: Police violently broke up a peaceful and legal protest by several thousand people in La-
fayette Park across from the White House, using chemical agents, clubs and punches to send protesters 
fleeing; the protesters had gathered following the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis a week 
earlier. President Donald Trump, after declaring himself “the president of law and order” and threatening to 
deploy the U.S. military in a Rose Garden speech, then walked across the empty park to be photographed 
holding a Bible in front of St. John’s Church, which had been damaged a night earlier in a protest fire. A 
curfew failed to prevent another night of destruction in New York City; Macy’s flagship store was among 
those targeted when crowds smashed windows and looted businesses. A Minneapolis medical examiner 
classified George Floyd’s death as a homicide, saying his heart stopped as police restrained him and 
compressed his neck.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer Pat Boone is 87. Actor Morgan Freeman is 84. Opera singer Frederica von 
Stade is 76. Actor Brian Cox is 75. Rock musician Ronnie Wood is 74. Actor Jonathan Pryce is 74. Actor 
Gemma Craven is 71. Actor John M. Jackson (TV: “JAG,” “NCIS: Los Angeles”) is 71. Blues-rock musician 
Tom Principato is 69. Country singer Ronnie Dunn is 68. Actor Lisa Hartman Black is 65. Actor Tom Irwin 
is 65. Singer-musician Alan Wilder is 62. Rock musician Simon Gallup (The Cure) is 61. Actor-comedian 
Mark Curry is 60. Actor-singer Jason Donovan is 53. Actor Teri Polo is 52. Basketball player-turned-coach 
Tony Bennett is 52. Actor Rick Gomez is 49. Model-actor Heidi Klum is 48. Singer Alanis Morissette is 47. 
Actor Sarah Wayne Callies is 44. Comedian Link Neal (Rhett & Link) is 43. TV personality Damien Fahey 
is 41. Americana singer-songwriter Brandi Carlile is 40. Actor Johnny Pemberton is 40. Actor-writer Amy 
Schumer is 40. Former tennis player Justine Henin is 39. Actor Taylor Handley is 37. Actor Zazie Beetz is 
30. Actor Willow Shields is 21. 


