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Groton Area School District
Active COVID-19 Cases
Updated March 11, 2021; 2:08 PM

JK KG 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Staff Tota
I

0 0 0 0 0 0] 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0] 3

A positive case is considered active for a minimum of ten days after onset of symptoms. It is important to note that not all
reported cases have been in school or school activities during their infectious periods (48 hours prior to onset of symptoms).

OPE"= Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located west of the city
shop. It takes cardboard, papers and aluminum
cans.
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Sandblasting of the new water tower started yesterday as the tower is
being prepped for painting. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Drought Monitor

Dry conditions dominated the region, outside of
some showers that impacted eastern Colorado and
western Kansas. Warmer than normal conditions were
widespread, with the Dakotas into Nebraska recording
temperatures that were 15-20 degrees above normal
for the week. The Army Corps of Engineers are con-
sidering conservation measures on the Missouri River
basin if dry conditions continue. The 2021 calendar
year runoff in the basin is anticipated at 21.8 MAF, or
84% of average. This eliminated most remaining snow
in the region and began the spring thaw of soils. Due
to ongoing dryness in the Dakotas, severe drought was
pushed eastward this week and moderate drought was
expanded to the east as well into western Minnesota.
Livestock producers in the Dakotas are already sepa-

Map released: Thurs. March 11,
2021

Data valid: March 9, 2021 at 7 a.m.
EST

Intensity:
None
DO (Abnormally Dry)
D1 (Moderate Drought)
D2 (Severe Drought)
I D3 (Extreme Drought)
I D4 (Exceptional Drought)
B No Data

rating out their animals in anticipation of needing to sell some off due to drought in the region. Another
aspect of a winter with very little snow is that fire danger has rapidly increased in North Dakota. The lo-
cal National Weather Service offices have started making their fire weather products more than a month
early in response to the drought conditions. So far, 33 fires have burned more than 20,000 acres in North
Dakota. In Kansas, abnormally dry and moderate drought conditions were pushed to the east in response
to the most recent dryness in the region and above-normal temperatures.
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#382 in a series
Covid-19 Update: by Marie Miller

Worrying uptick two days in a row. I don't want to get too hung up on day-to-day fluctuations, but I
don't like that. We are up to 29,307,000 total cases in this pandemic in the US, 0.2% more than yesterday.
Test positivity is now at 4.2 percent; we went below 10 percent on January 22 and finally dropped below
five percent a couple of weeks ago. Our peak at 14.9 percent was early in the year. There were 63,100
new cases reported today. Hospitalizations also took a slight upward move to 43,254, but we should put
in perspective that just over a month ago we were at double this number. And we reported 1628 deaths
today. That puts us at 530,320, which is 0.3% more than yesterday. I'm ready for things to take a steady
downward trend again.

The CDC said in an e-mail to CNN today that their analysis shows 2020 was the “deadliest year in recorded
history in terms of total number of deaths.” There was a 15 percent increase in our death rate last year.
A report to this effect is coming in their Morbidity and Mortality Weekly. Last year around one percent of
our population died, which is 18 percent higher than expected; those are the excess deaths we've talked
about at various times this past year. Although at this point the data are still preliminary, it does appear that
Covid-19 is going to be the third leading cause of death in the US for 2020 after heart disease and cancer.
We've already discussed that our life expectancy dropped in 2020; it is lower than it's been since 2006.

Starting a year ago today with my Update #14, I realized this was going to be a thing and decided to save
these posts in a single document so that I could easily search it when I wanted to find something from a
past post. This document has gotten quite long by now—should hit 1600 pages tonight. I also gave each
update a title, and I built a table of contents to help with the searching as well. I mention this because
the title in the table of contents for March 11, 2020, one year ago today, is one word, “Pandemic.” That
is because this was the day the WHO officially declared this thing we're all living through is a pandemic.
We all know the declaration was coming, just didnt know when. I taught medical microbiology for many,
many years, and this day took me back to all the times I taught the meaning of that word—back when I
hadn't lived through one. I liked it better that way.

On this day, the WHO Director-General said the agency was “deeply concerned” about “the alarming
levels of inaction” across the world. I was deeply concerned about that too. Worldwide, there were more
than 115,000 reported cases and more than 4200 deaths. Italy was in deep trouble, having added 2313
new case reports in 24 hours, bringing them to 12,462. Iran had nearly 1000 new case reports in 24 hours,
bringing them to over 9000. These were alarming numbers at that point—still are, even though things
have gotten so much worse since.

The US had reported 1240 cases in 42 states and the District of Columbia, up from 973 the day before
in 37 states and DC. Two-thirds of those cases were in just four states, Washington with 335, New York
with 213, California with 197, and Massachusetts with 95. Most (around 70) of those Massachusetts cases
were linked to the ill-fated Biogen conference whose tentacles spread widely before this was over. The
only states left without reported cases were Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota, Alabama,
Maine, and West Virginia. There had been 37 deaths, 29 of them in Washington, 22 of those associated with
one nursing home. Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases,
testified to the US House Oversight Committee, saying in response to the question, “Is the worst yet to
come?” “Yes it is. Things will get worse. The bottom line it's going to get worse.” He was not wrong. He
admitted as much today on NBC that he didn't expect anything like what we're seeing now.

The State Department advised us to reconsider travel abroad. My husband and I had already cancelled
our domestic flights. The first reported case in a congressional staff member was announced on this day.
Twitter began to require all employees to work from home. Travel from Europe to the US was suspended.
The Mayor of New York City told CNN that it “could take at least six months to get back to some sense of
normalcy;” I'll bet he wishes he could have those words back. Cancelations and closures: the NBA season,
parades and public gatherings in Washington and San Francisco, church services in Kentucky, the White
House reception for the Irish Prime Minister, St. Patrick’s Day parades in New York City, Dallas, Pittsburgh,
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and Chicago, the PaleyFest television festival, all travel to El Salvador, the GLAAD Media Awards, tours of
the US Capitol, live audiences for TV morning and late night shows, all schools in Austria, Seattle, Poland,
and Ukraine, the JFK Library, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, funerals in Italy.

Today, one of the country’s preeminent experts on vaccines, Dr. Paul Offit, director of the Vaccine
Education Center at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and a member of the FDA's Vaccines and Related
Biological Products Advisory Committee, is warning us not to get complacent at the declining numbers of
cases. At a virtual briefing today, he said, “I think we are going to get fooled. I think what’s going to hap-
pen is you're going to see that as we enter the summer months, numbers are going to go down, people
will think great, we're good. They're going to be less interested in getting a vaccine because they think
that we've conquered this pandemic. And then, if we don't get to what I think is going to be at least 80%
population immunity from natural infection or immunization, when the winter comes, you're going to see
a surge again.” To which I reply, "Noooooo. Don't do that!” He pointed out that we must not abandon
mitigation measures—mask-wearing, social distancing, avoiding crowds, and all of the rest. Let’s listen to
this guy; he knows things.

We have more information on the Novavax clinical trials for its vaccine candidate. This is a two-dose
protein subunit vaccine. These trials were done in the UK and South Africa where some of the more wor-
risome of the new variants are prevalent, and the news is overall quite good. We will want to remember
that these are not published or peer-reviewed data, but it is likely we have yet another excellent candidate
on the horizon. The candidate showed 96 percent efficacy against our D614G variant on which the two
mMRNA vaccines were tested. Efficacy dropped to 86 percent against B.1.1.7, the variant first seen in the
UK, and to 55 percent against B.1.3351 in South Africa among people not infected with HIV. But the big
news, as with the Janssen/Johnson & Johnson vaccine, is that the candidate showed 100 percent efficacy
against severe disease irrespective of which variant was encountered.

Apparently, these vaccines, even while they show less ability to protect against any symptoms at all,
are still highly effective against the worst outcomes. This is just excellent. It is important to note it was
also seen in the placebo group in these trials that prior infection only seems to offer about 50 percent
protection against B.1.351. That’s not great at all. People who've been infected and opt not to be vacci-
nated will likely have a much higher risk of reinfection with this variant than with D614G. These data will
be forwarded to the FDA, but we still await the completion of the phase 3 trials in the US and Mexico.
Shouldn’t be long now.

Moderna announced today that they expect to have data on their booster by May and possibly sooner.
They have already administered this booster tailored to the new variants, so we'll see what they turn up.
There have been some concerning reports of abnormal blood clotting associated with the Oxford/Astra-
Zeneca vaccine. These have turned up in Denmark, Norway, Iceland, Austria, and several other countries.
I don't think these cases—and there are only a few—have been definitively linked to the vaccine, but
these sorts of things scare people The EU has granted their version of emergency use authorization to
the vaccine, but troubles seem to keep popping up. We'll see how this develops.

There is new data available from Israel on the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine this morning. As we've discussed,
Israel has vaccinated a large proportion (55 percent to date) of its population, so it provides real-world
evidence of effectiveness. These latest data show that in a country where B.1.1.7 (UK) is prevanelt, the
vaccine is at least 97 percent effective in preventing symptomatic disease, hospitalizations, and death
and is 94 percent effective in preventing asymptomatic infection. This means it is preventing people from
spreading the virus as well as preventing them from becoming ill. It appears to be 60 percent effective
after just one dose.

If you're wondering whether one or another vaccine is really “better” than another, here’s heartening
news from the CEO of Pfizer, a vaccine certainly in the running for “best.” Albert Bourla told CNBC, "I will
tell you in full honesty what I tell to my relatives or my family if they’re asking me what to do. And I tell
them, if you get, if you try to get an appointment for a Pfizer vaccine and the center will give it to you in
two months, and you can get an appointment for another vaccine, the J&J let’s say, this week, I urge you
to go and do the J&J vaccine, it's very important.” I think it's safe to believe the guy who gets a raise if
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you choose his company’s vaccine.

In the US, we have now fully vaccinated close to 10 percent of our population and given at least one
dose to some 65 million of us—that’s right close to 20 percent. We gave 2.5 million doses yesterday, so
the pace continues to pick up. Allowing for reporting delays, we're probably ahead of that by some margin.
This needs to continue—no time to lose.

Be aware that the B.1.1.7 variant is now showing up in over half of the cases from Texas, Georgia, and
Florida. In New York, B.1.1.7 and B.1.56 (first seen in New York) account for fully half of cases. In Houston,
B.1.1.7 is also being found in half of the wastewater treatment plants. And we now have another entrant in
the variant sweepstakes, this one first seen in the UK and apparently associated with travel from Antigua.
It is being called B.1.324.1. It has not yet been identified as a variant of concern (VOC), but it does have
the E484K (eek) mutation as well as another one, N501Y, which is also considered concerning. It lacks
some deletions which would put it into the VOC category, but we'll see how it stacks up in the upcoming
weeks. We really don’t need another VOC to deal with.

I saw a story today on a Minneapolis NBC affiliate about an unusual family, the Riches from New London,
Minnesota. The family has four sisters who all play basketball at the local high school—senior Mackenzie,
junior Courtney, sophomore Avery, and eighth-grader Dakota. They play together on an undefeated team
ranked number one in their state. There are times, although not all that many of them, that all four sisters
are on the court at the same time. This is unusual, but not as unusual as the rest of their story.

Turns out their dad, Earl, is a guy who's seen hard times. He was in the second grade when his mom
became too ill to care for him; his dad had never been in the picture. That means he went into foster care.
He cycled through five foster homes in the next seven years, never landing anywhere for long until his
sophomore year of high school when his latest foster family had to give him up. The guy who was there
to pick up the pieces was someone who'd coached him in junior high football, Mike Dreier. Dreier was a
young single guy at the time, but when he heard Rich’s life was going to be disrupted again, he said, “Well
he can come live with me.” Just like that.

He kept the kid through the rest of his high school years. Rich told the news station, “I never spent
three years at one place. He just gave me every aspect of a dad that I never had.” That kid went on to
college playing football and baseball before returning to his home town where he got into real estate.
Now he has four daughters who play basketball at the local high school for—believe it or not—Coach Mike
Dreier. Dreier, now 69, had planned to retire before now, but Rich persuaded him to hang in there for his
daughters. He said he told them, “If there’s any coach I want you to play for, it would be him.” And things
worked out just that way. I'm not sure how many more years Dreier has in him, but I'm guessing a man
like that will leave a positive impact on the Rich girls—and anyone else lucky enough to play for him—well
into the future.

For the record, the team is currently undefeated and number one in the state in their division. I hope
they do great things this month. This is a coach who's earned a great season.

Take care. We'll talk tomorrow.
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County Total FRecovered MNegative Deceased Community Spread % PCR Test
Cases Cases Persons Amang Pasitivity Rate
Cases (Weekly

-
Aurora 455 432 B74 15 Minirmal 0.0%
Beadle 2819 2676 5931 35 Substantial 15.6%
Bennett 382 370 1181 9 Mone 0.0%
Bon Homme 1510 1477 2095 25 Minirmal 3B%
Broakings 3636 3534 12114 37 Moderate 2.6%
Brown 5186 5028 12832 Ba Substantial B. 1%
Brule BaT BE1 1840 g Minimal 8.6%
Buffalo 420 406 Bag 13 Mone 0.0%
Butte 884 955 3245 20 Maoderate 5.0%
Campbell 131 126 258 4 Minimal 25.0%
Charles Mix 1316 1248 3957 21 Substantial 7.2%
Clark C 361 956 5 Moderate 5.59%
Clay 1816 1774 5434 15 Substantial 3.0%
Codington 4060 884 9740 77 Substantial T.7%
Corsen 473 457 1003 12 Minimal 14.8%
Custer TerT 740 2742 12 Substantial 11.4%
Davizen 2088 2885 G596 B3 Maoderate 6.3%
Day B74 B32 1747 24 Substantial 6.5%
Deuel 476 462 1146 8 Minimal 0.0%
Dewey 1425 1384 3838 26 Substantial 4.7%
Douglas 435 421 920 g Moderate 0.0%
Edmunds 486 466 1067 13 Moderate 5.0%
Fall River 550 516 246 15 Substantial 9.8%
Faulk 362 347 703 13 Minirmal 14.3%
Grant 983 923 2259 3g Substantial B.B8%
Gregory 551 503 1297 30 Maoderate 11.9%
Haakon 257 242 542 10 Maoderate 0.0%:
Hamliry 726 BE7 1745 38 Substantial 219%
Hand 348 33 B24 B Maderate £3%
Hanzon 369 355 728 4 Maderate 26.3%
Harding 92 a0 183 1 hinirmal 20.0%
Hughes 2329 2255 GB35 36 Substantial 1.2%

Hutchinson 792 757 2396 26 Minimal 53%
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Hyde
Jacksan

Jerauld
Jones
Kingsbury
Lake
Lawrence
Lincoln
Lyman
harshall
MeCeok
McFPherson
Meade
Mellette
Miner
Minnehaha
Moody

Oglala Lakota

Penningtan
Perkins
Potter
Roberts
Sanborn
Spink
Stanley

Sully
Todd

Tripp
Turner
Unian
Walworth
Yankton
Ziebach
Unassigned

139
281
275
86
851
1230
2838
7905
606
339
757
241
2636
257
274
28521
620
2071
13036
348
38
1241
335
806
337
137
1220
719
1084
2015
732
2832
336
Q

137
264

252
85

625
1165
2772
7651

589

14

715

232
2542

247

254

27631

598

1596
12671

330

365
1155

324

768

330

133
1188

BTG
1009
1933

702
2762

326

411
517
559
223
1688
3369
8569
20441
1884
1207
1634
555
7744
737
579
TRE46
1761
6659
19676
823
B35
4176
694
2147
538
315
4165
1497
2741
6309
1834
9385
868
1777

1
14
16
0
14
18
45
T
10
5
24
4
ER|
2
g
335
17
49
189
14
4
a6
A
26
2
3
29
16
53
a9
15
28
9

]

kirimal
hirirmal
Minirmal
hinirmal
Moderate
Substantial
Maderate
Substantial
Mirirmal
Substantial
Maoderate
hinirmal
Substantial
Maoderate
kirirmal
Substantial
Maoderate
Maoderate
Substantial
kirimal
Moderate
Substantial
hinimal
hlirirmal
Moderate
hirirmal
Mirimal
Substantial
Maoderate
Substantial
Maoderate
Maoderate
Mirimal

53%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
56%
9.0%
34%
10.5%
2.6%
12.3%
12.1%
0.0%
9.5%
8.8%
18.2%
8.7%
5.6%
54%
5.6%
2.8%
0.0%
19.4%
52%
6.3%
2.9%
0.0%
0.0%
200%
6.3%
8.0%
8.6%
7.9%
T.7%
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South Dakota

New Confirmed New Probable Active Cases Recovered Currently
Cases Cases Cases Hospitalized

154 49 2,131 | 110127 67

Total Total Probable PCR Test Total Persons Total Tests

Confirmed Cases Positivity Rate, Tested
Cases Last 1 Day

101,148 13,015 430649 [ 1,006,243

Ever Deaths Among
Hospitalized Cases

6,736 1,905

Age Range with Years # of Cases

-
(-9 years

10-15 years
20-25 years
30-39 years
40-49 years
50-559 years
60-69 years
T0-79 years
B0+ years

Sex # of Cases  # of Deaths
Among
Cases

F Y
Female 59407 Ba7

Male 54756 1008
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Brown County

Recovered
Cases

New Confirmed Mew Probable Active Cases
Cases Cases

Lurrently
Hospitalized

) 1 69 5,028

67

Community Spread Map by Enunt}f of Residence £
MINNESD@

2§ Paul

Ever Hi “ R
Deaths among . I
Weekly PCR Test Positivity 8 .il'-"-"-r-i"E
I'-
IOWA
hﬂlll'ld . & 031 TomTom, © 2021 Morosoll Corporaiion Toms

Community Spread HNone @ Minimal @ Moderate i Substantial

Hover over a county to see its details, or click county to update the orange boxes.

Total Total Probable PCR Test Total Persons Total Tests

Confirmed Cases Positivity Rate, Tested
Cases Last 1 Day

4,623

Ever Deaths Among % Progress % Progress

{March Goal:
L4233 Tests)

Hospitalized Cases

338
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Day County

Recovered
Cases

New Confirmed NMew Probable Active Cases
Cases Cases

Lurrently
Hospitalized

0 0 K 632

67

Community Spread Map by County of Residence B
MINNESD@

21 Paul

. |OWA
h&n’d . & 3031 TomTom, & 2021 Momnsoll Corporation Tems
Community Spread MNone 8 Minimal @ Moderate i Substantial

Hover aver a county to see its details, or click county to update the orange boxes.

Tatal Total Praobable PCR Test Total Persons Total Tests
Confirmed Cases Positivity Rate, Tested

Cases Last 1 Day
516 158 0.0% 2471 8.260

Ever Deaths Among % Progress % Prograss % Progress

[January Goal: IFebruary Goal. {March Goal:
44233 Tasts) L4233 Tests) 44233 Tests)

55 29 241% 216% 1T%

Hospitalized Cases
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Vaccinations
Total Doses Total Persons Administered a Percent of State
Adrninistered Vaccine Population with at least
1 Dose

276,107 178,093 319%

State Allocation State Allocation State & Faderal Allocation
Ldandacmrer # of Doses Enses # of Recipients . En::ses % of Pop.
lanssen 1,133 lanssen - Series Complete 1,133 1 dose 30.96%
Moderna 135,632 Mederna - 1 dose 42,060 Series Complete 17.10%
Ffizer 138,342 Moderna - Series 46,786 Fasad on 2019 Cansus Esfimata for

Complete ¥ those aoed 16+ vears. ncludes
Pfizer - 1 dose 36,886
Pfizer - Series Complete 51,228
County # Doses # Persons (1 dose) # Persons (2 dosesl Total # Persons
r
Aurora 758 274 242 516
Beadle 5422 1,845 1,787 3,635
Bennett* 438 124 157 281
Bon Homme* 3000 1,264 B68 2,132
Brookings 7939 2,743 2,504 5.341
Brown 13425 3,001 5212 8,213
Brule* 1672 488 592 1,080
Buffale® 124 78 23 101
Butte 1922 794 564 1,358
Campbell BE3 285 292 591
Charles Mix* 2832 980Q 926 1.906
Clark 1034 37a 332 T2
Clay 4172 1,628 1,272 2,900
Codington® 8538 2934 2 801 5,735
Corsan* 269 103 83 186
Custer* 2470 896 787 1,683
Davison 5493 1,833 2,330 4,163
Day* 2190 802 (3 1,496
Deuel 1286 480 403 BB3
Dewey* 345 69 138 207
Couglas* 1062 322 EYL] 692
Edmunds 1194 408 393 801
Fall River* 2229 735 747 1,482
Faulk 969 281 344 625
Grant* 2491 1,069 716 1,775
Gregary* 1656 604 526 1,130
Haakon* 508 156 176 332
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Harmlin 1519 505 507 1,012
Hand 1309 443 433 B76
Hanzon 405 151 127 278
Harding 92 46 23 69
Hughes* G768 1,598 2,585 4,183
Hutchinson® 3044 1,066 S84 2,055
Hyde* 498 144 177 321
Jacksan® 357 109 124 233
Jerauld 756 308 224 532
Jones* 568 162 203 365
Kingsbury 2029 801 614 1,415
Lake 3441 1,291 1,075 2,366
Lawrence 7129 2,719 2,205 4,924
Lincaln 23181 5287 8,547 14,234
Lyman* B93 225 234 459
Marshall* 1414 482 466 948
MeCook 1855 593 B31 1.224
MePherson 225 7 7 148
Meade* 5444 1,716 1,864 3,580
hellatte* 38 18 10 28
Mlirer 75 243 241 484
Minnehaha® 71833 18,353 26,740 45,093
Moody* 1537 5497 470 1,067
Oglala Lakota* 157 55 51 106
Penningtan* 32542 8472 12,035 20,507
Perkins®* B23 309 157 466
Potter 738 348 195 543
Roberts® 37T 1,325 1,276 2,601
Sanborm B54 276 289 565
Spink 2590 B50 870 1,720
Stanley* 1035 247 394 641
Sully 313 [ 120 193

Todd* 147 47 50 a7
Tripp* 1812 524 B4 1,168
Turmer 3092 856 1,068 2,024
Union 2BES 1,061 812 1,873
Walworth* 1571 4495 538 1,033
Yarkton 8452 2,050 3,201 5,251
Ziebach* 52 16 18 34

Other 5388 1,474 1,957 3.431
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Today Tonight Saturday Saturday Sunday
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Sunny Mastly Clear Patchy Fog Partly Cloudy Breezy.
then Patchy then Sunny Partly Sunny
Fog then Slight
Chance Rain
High: 46 °F Low: 26 °F High: 51 °F Low: 28 °F High: 47 °F
EATH 312/2071 3:33 AM
R’ NWS ABERDEEN WEATHER.GOV/ABR

Today Saturday Sunday Monday
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Partly to Mostly Sunny  Partly to Mostly Sunny - Mix of Rain and Snow  Mix of Rain and Snow
Uncertainty In Track/Intensity &

Timing = Low Confidence
In Storm Impacts

Seasonally mild conditions are expected Today and Saturday before a system moves across the Central
Plains. This system could have some impacts on central and northeast South Dakota, however there re-
mains a degree of uncertainty on the intensity track and timing of the system which will make it difficult

to judge the impacts of the system at this time.
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Late Weekend Winter Storm Potential

o

Potential for Moderate to Heavy Snowfall

Sioux Falls

Lincoln

| [ N 1
Lowest Highest
7am Sun - 7am Mon __ . . nip e
; Forast
'tﬁlsmmck _I'algu
MINNESO
8\
berdeen, S
L ]
oy : ° s f.lltlll::li
J 6 R . Waterfown, SD._

Des Mdyne

Updated: 3/11/2021 3:37 PM Central
@ NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

)/ OCEANIC AND ATHMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

What We Know

There are signs pointing toward the potential
for a significant winter storm with heavy snow
and strong winds to impact portions of the
northern and central plains heading into the
beginning of next week.

Adverse travel conditions are
possible.

What We Don’t Know

The exact track and timing of this
system are still unknown, as well as how
much precipitation could fall as rain and
how much could fall as snow. Stay
tuned!

What You Can Do

Continue to monitor the latest forecast
from a reliable source, especially if you
have travel plans. And as always, have a
winter survival kit prepared.

A winter storm system looming on the horizon is being monitored closely. While still off the California
Coast, this large area of low pressure is expected to move out onto the central plains by early next week.
Still to be determined is the system’s low track, timing, precipitation type and amounts and how strong
the winds will be with it. So, basically everything. But, at the moment, some of the precipitation shield is
projected to reach up into central South Dakota late in the weekend and early next week. Keep following
the forecast for important updates as Monday approaches.
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Today in Weather History

March 12, 1995: Rapid snowmelt, due to warm temperatures, caused widespread flooding of streams,
low areas, and farmland. Many roads were covered with water, and some were washed out. Some utility
poles and lines were damaged. High water levels destroyed some schools, houses, and other buildings. Day
County was especially stricken, with damage to roads alone estimated at $75,000. Ice jams exacerbated
the flooding on some culverts and streams.

1928: The St. Frances dam near Santa Paula, California, burst before midnight, sending 138,000 acres
of water rushing down the San Francisquito Canyon, killing 450 people. The dam was designed and built
between 1924 and 1926 by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, then named the Bureau of
Water Works and Supply.

1976: A massive tornado outbreak spawned tornadoes in the Great Lakes and Midwest, including 9 in
northern Indiana and extreme southern Michigan. A tornado missed President Ford’s motorcade by a
quarter-mile near O'Hare. The next morning, he got out of his vehicle to view the damage.

1993: An incredible blizzard known as “The Superstorm” struck the eastern United States on this date
through the 15th. The storm was described as the most costly non-tropical storm ever to hit the U.S., do-
ing an estimated $6 billion in damage. The storm was as strong as a hurricane regarding winds and low
pressure. The pressure dropped to an incredible 28.35 inches of mercury or 960 millibars when then the
storm was located over the Chesapeake Bay. Boston, Massachusetts, recorded a wind gust to 81 mph, the
most substantial wind they had recorded since Hurricane Edna in 1954. Also, as the storm was intensifying
over the Gulf of Mexico, a wind gust to 99 mph was recorded by an offshore oil rig. It dumped incredible
amounts of snow from Alabama to New England. The snow amounts were significant everywhere, but for
places like Birmingham, Alabama, the 17 inches recorded brought the city to a standstill for three days.
Mount Leconte, North Carolina, recorded 60 inches of snow. Practically every weather station in West Vir-
ginia established a new 24-hour snowfall record during the event. Syracuse, New York was buried under
43 inches of snow. The storm killed 220 people, and another 48 lost at sea. The storm also brought a
12-foot storm surge and 15 tornadoes to Florida, where 51 people were killed. Air travel was brought to a
halt as every major airport from Atlanta north was closed during the height of the storm. During the late
evening into the early morning hours of the 13th, a vicious squall line swept through Florida and spawned
11 tornadoes resulting in five fatalities. Thunderstorm winds gusted to 110 mph at Alligator Point and
109 mph at Dry Tortugas. Exceptionally high tides occurred along the western Florida coast. A 13-foot
storm surge occurred in Taylor County, Florida, resulting in 10 deaths with 57 residences destroyed. A 5
to 8-foot storm surge moved ashore in Dixie County. Over 500 homes were destroyed, with major dam-
age to another 700 structures.

1888 - A blizzard paralyzed southeastern New York State and western New England. The storm produced
58 inches of snow at Saratoga NY, and 50 inches at Middletown CT. The blizzard was followed by record
cold temperatures, and the cold and snow claimed 400 lives. New York City received 20.9 inches of snow,
Albany NY reported 46.7 inches. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

1954 - A blizzard raged from eastern Wyoming into the Black Hills of western South Dakota, while a
severe ice storm was in progress from northeastern Nebraska to central Iowa. The ice storm isolated 153
towns in Iowa. Dust from the Great Plains caused brown snow, and hail and muddy rain over parts of
Wisconsin and Michigan. (11th-13th) (The Weather Channel)

1967 - A tremendous four day storm raged across California. Winds of 90 mph closed mountain passes,
heavy rains flooded the lowlands, and in sixty hours Squaw Valley CA was buried under 96 inches (eight
feet) of snow. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Unseasonably cold weather prevailed in the southeastern U.S., with gale force winds along the
Middle Atlantic Coast. A storm in the Pacific Northwest produced rain and gale force winds. Crescent City
CA received 2.27 inches of rain in 24 hours. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - A powerful storm produced high winds and heavy snow in the Upper Mississippi Valley and the
Upper Great Lakes Region. Winds gusting to 70 mph produced snow drifts six feet high in Minnesota, and
sent twelve foot waves on Lake Superior over the breakwalls of the ship canal at Duluth MN. (The National
Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather

High Temp: 43 °F at 4:10 PM
Low Temp: 19 °F at 6:37 AM
Wind: 13 mph at 1:04 AM
Precip: .35

Today’s Info

Record High: 72° in 1934, 2016
Record Low: -20° in 1897
Average High: 38°F

Average Low: 18°F

Average Precip in Mar.: 0.33
Precip to date in Mar.: 0.35
Average Precip to date: 1.35
Precip Year to Date: 0.53
Sunset Tonight: 6:36 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:49 a.m.

Weather Valid 7am EST Fri Mar 12 2021 to 7am EST Sat Mar 13 2021

|/‘c

Fronts Valid 7am EST Fri Mar 12 2021

E Rain/Thunderstorms

|:| Rain

|:| Mixed Precipitation

I:' Snow

Critical Fire Weather Possible

Zﬂ Severe Thunderstorms Possible

S i
\

N Heavy Rain/Flash Flooding Possible

ND H
MN
Wi . Toronto
L)
. hi s >y
=% Yo
N | O A
........... il iz
. hingion
AR s
llllllllll .MEI SC
asm MS [ ALY
L
—q
GLilfiofiMexico : “"&_-‘
) ‘ -
ana“ sy

b b -
. I/? s
lssued 4:02 AM EST Fri, Mar 12, 2021 — Q?:;- @

DOC/NOAAMNWS/MNCEP Weather Prediction Center I o /
Prepared by Hurley with WP C/SPC/NHC forecasts. Jamaica o 7

Leafiet | Powered by Es | USG S, Map'fiss by Staman Design, GC BY. 2.0 — Map data ¢




Groton Datly Independent

Friday, March 12, 2021 ~ Vol. 29 - No. 249 ~ 19 of 88

THE OBJECT OF OUR DESIRES

We often hear phrases such as “I just didn't have enough time,” or I ran out of time,” or “If I only had
more time.” Time seems to elude all of us. Yet all of us try to regulate our lives by time. We wear watches,
have clocks, and are time sensitive.

One of the most interesting facts about time, however, is that it reveals our priorities. If we say that we
love our wife and children yet have little time for them or to be with them, our words are meaningless. If
we say that we love our Lord and Savior yet have no time for church or take no time to serve Him, our
behavior mocks us and cancels our words. Our priorities are what matter. Our priorities are known to us
and visible to others by the time we spend on “things.”

Psalm 24 makes a bold statement: "The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” It reflects the words
that introduce us to God: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth!” This verse states
that God was the Creator. Furthermore, this psalm states that the earth and everything in it belongs to
Him. If so, He is to be the priority of our lives and everything we do is to be an act of worship — honoring
Him in all that we do. And when we do what is right and just and fair, we reflect His priorities.

This psalm clearly announces the Kingship of God. We are quick to recognize God as Creator but that is
not enough for Him. As our Creator-King, He has every right to expect us, His subjects, to place Him first
and foremost in our lives. We know He is our priority when we honor Him by what we do with our time.

Prayer: Help us, Lord, to make You the priority of our lives by being obedient to Your Word and serving
You. May our deeds reflect Your desires. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong
to him. Psalm 24:1
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2021 Community Events
Cancelled Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year)
03/27/2021 Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt 10am Sharp at the City Park (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
04/10/2021 Dueling Pianos Baseball Fundraiser at the American Legion Post #39 6-11:30pm
04/24/2021 Firemen'’s Spring Social at the Fire Station 7pm-12:30am (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
04/25/2021 Princess Prom (Sunday after GHS Prom)
05/01/2021 Lions Club Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday in May)
05/31/2021 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
6/7-9/2021 St. John’s Lutheran Church VBS
06/18/2021 SDSU Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
06/19/2021 Lions Crazy Golf Fest at Olive Grove Golf Course, Noon
07/04/2021 Firecracker Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
07/11/2021 Lions Club Summer Fest/Car Show at the City Park 10am-4pm (Sunday Mid-July)
07/22/2021 Pro-Am Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
07/30/2021-08/03/2021 State “B"” American Legion Baseball Tournament in Groton
08/06/2021 Wine on Nine at Olive Grove Golf Course
09/11/2021 Lions Club Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales 8am-3pm (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
09/12/2021 Sunflower Classic Golf Tournament at Olive Grove
10/08/2021 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
10/09/2021 Pumpkin Fest at the City Park 10am-3pm (Saturday before Columbus Day)
10/29/2021 Downtown Trick or Treat 4-6pm
10/31/2021 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
11/13/2021 Legion Post #39 Turkey Party (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
11/25/2021 Community Thanksgiving at the Community Center 11:30am-1pm (Thanksgiving)
12/11/2021 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services 9am-Noon
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News from the AP Associated Press

Thursday’s Scores

By The Associated Press

GIRLS BASKETBALL=

First Round=

State Quarterfinal=

Class AA=

Brandon Valley 33, Aberdeen Central 30

Rapid City Stevens 39, Harrisburg 27

Sioux Falls O'Gorman 69, Mitchell 42

Sioux Falls Washington 53, Rapid City Central 27
Class A=

Aberdeen Roncalli 45, Sioux Falls Christian 34
Hamlin 53, Belle Fourche 36

St. Thomas More 66, McCook Central/Montrose 29
Winner 59, Dakota Valley 48

Class B=

Castlewood 61, Waverly-South Shore 55
Corsica/Stickney 47, Herreid/Selby Area 45
Ethan 52, Hanson 49

White River 65, Viborg-Hurley 53

Some high school basketball scores provided by Scorestream.com, https://scorestream.com/

Lawmakers cap session with $5.1 billion budget approval

By STEPHEN GROVES Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota lawmakers put a cap on the state budget Thursday by boosting pay
for teachers, state employees and community support providers, as well as sending millions of dollars to
infrastructure projects and a college scholarship fund.

In one of their final acts of this year’s legislative session, lawmakers passed a $5.1 billion budget that
will take effect beginning in July. It included a 2.4% increase in salary funding for “the big three” — the
nickname lawmakers have for teachers, state employees and employees of health care programs that
depend on government funding.

House Republican leader Kent Peterson said lawmakers recognized they had an opportunity to address
what he called a staffing “crisis” for government-funded programs for the elderly and people with disabili-
ties. Employees of those programs currently get paid an average of $13 an hour, according to Rep. Chris
Karr, who helped oversee the budget-making process. He said that pay should increase by $2.94 an hour
with an additional boost in funding.

Sen. Jean Hunhoff, the Republican who co-chaired the committee that ironed out the budget, said law-
makers were focused on employees this year.

“It's people that are important to South Dakota,” she said.

But lawmakers have also sent hundreds of millions of dollars to projects. They spent $100 million on
expanding broadband internet access, $20 million to repair a railroad line from Fort Pierre to Rapid City,
$12 million to build an events center at the state fairgrounds and $20 million for a new facility at South
Dakota State University that would research how to turn crops into new products.

“We've probably done more big things this year than maybe ever in the history of South Dakota,” said
Senate Republican leader Gary Cammack.
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How did Republicans who normally pride themselves on thriftiness become big spenders this year? Bil-
lions of dollars have flowed into the state from the federal government, creating a boost in sales tax and
giving the state the ability to offset expenses with federal relief funds sent directly to the state government.

With more federal money on the way, some Democrats argued the state should have been even more
aggressive in spending money. Democratic Sen. Reynold Nesiba said that Republicans were being too cau-
tious in adopting a revenue projection that was $52 million lower than what the Legislature’s nonpartisan
economic analysts recommended.

He also pointed out that an additional $15 million dollars was set aside from ongoing expenses by Re-
publican leadership after they met with Gov. Krist Noem’s office. This would allow the governor “to have
first dibs on the millions of one-time funds” created if tax revenue is better than projected, Nesiba said.

“Some of the most important decisions continue to be made on the budget behind closed doors,” he said.

Noem has preached caution to lawmakers this year, warning that she thinks the state’s economy faces
uncertainty under President Joe Biden.

"I was proud of the Legislature, that they’re willing to put more money into trust funds, and that they
recognize the need to put money into reserves as well, not really knowing what the economy will look like
in the next two or three years,” she said.

Some lawmakers had also questioned what kind of airplane the Department of Transportation will be
purchasing with the $5 million the governor requested, but they granted that request as well.

However, as lawmakers made farewell speeches, politics were briefly put aside in the spirit of biparti-
sanship. Several legislative leaders pointed to the $50 million they will send towards an endowment for
need-based college scholarships — dubbed the Freedom Scholarship — as something that nearly everyone
agreed would benefit the state for many years to come.

“We invested in our kids,” Noem said. “Getting that Freedom Scholarship set up was a big deal.”

Noem weighing girls’ transgender sports ban amid protests

By STEPHEN GROVES Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem on Thursday said she is still weighing whether to
sign a bill that would ban transgender girls and women from female sports leagues, as transgender advo-
cates rallied at the Capitol and college athletes pressured the NCAA to punish states that pass such laws.

Shortly after the Legislature passed the bill on Monday, the Republican governor said she was “excited
to sign” the bill. But at a Thursday news conference, she struck a more cautious tone while defending the
proposed ban.

“We are still examining the bill, getting ready to make decisions on it,” Noem said, adding that was a
process her office takes with every piece of legislation.

While Noem argued the bill is about “protecting women'’s sports,” and does not single out transgender
people, her decision to sign it into law could have far-reaching effects. More than 500 college athletes
are asking the NCAA Board of Governors to refuse to schedule championships in states that have banned
transgender participation in sports. Opponents have warned the law could drag the state into costly litiga-
tion and would saddle schools with having to gather proof of every athlete’s sex at birth.

The NCAA has said it is monitoring similar legislation in about two dozen states. The organization has
had policies in place since 2011 that allow for transgender people to participate in sports.

Dave Zimbeck, a lawyer for the organization that hosts NCAA tournaments in Sioux Falls, warned law-
makers that the ban would jeopardize the city’s chances of hosting future competitions. He said NCAA
tournaments rake in millions of dollars for the city and that losing them could lead to the departure of up
to 100 full- and part-time jobs.

North Carolina, which passed a bill discriminating against transgender people in 2016, lost out on billions
of dollars after sporting events and businesses shied away from the state.

That same year, the South Dakota legislature passed a similar bill, which would have banned transgender
people from using bathrooms and locker rooms that matched their gender identity. But former Gov. Dennis
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Daugaard, a Republican, vetoed the bill after meeting with transgender people, who he said helped him
see the issue “through their eyes.”

Transgender advocates who demonstrated outside the governor’s mansion in Pierre on Thursday said
they have been trying to get Noem’s attention, but so far have been unsuccessful. A group of about a
dozen people marched from the governor’s mansion to the Capitol, chanting “Transphobia has got to go,”
and “Let kids play.” Several people driving by honked and waved in support, but slurs and insults were
hurled from another car.

“We tried virtually every day to get something on her desk,” said Stephanie Marty, a transgender woman
from Sioux Falls who works with the Transformation Project. “She hasn’t responded at all.”

While the bill would specifically target transgender women and girl athletes, Marty worried that it would
affect the mental health of many transgender people, not just those who want to play in sports leagues
that match their gender identity. She also said the debate has been filled with misinformation on trans-
gender children, pointing out that they undergo a range of hormone treatments that ensure they do not
have a competitive advantage in sports.

Advocates for the ban have often pointed to a lawsuit in Connecticut in which high school track athletes
sued the state high school athletic association, arguing they lost out on championships and scholarship
opportunities after transgender girl athletes beat them. But the South Dakota High School Activities As-
sociation, which evaluates applications from transgender athletes on a case-by-case basis, says only one
transgender girl has competed in a girls’ league, and she did not have a competitive advantage. She has
since graduated.

The governor said she didn't have any meetings with transgender people scheduled as she considers
the bill, but she was also not aware of requests for a meeting.

“We certainly are open to listening to everybody,” she said.

Louise Snodgrass, a nonbinary transgender person who helped organize the demonstration, hoped
Noem would change her mind and veto the bill, describing that as “the dream.” They hoped Noem would
at least talk with them before signing it, noting they both hearken from the same area of the state and
worked in agriculture.

Snodgrass said, “We probably have a lot in common and she just doesn't know it.”

Noem'’s medical marijuana plan scuttled by Senate

By STEPHEN GROVES Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem’s push to scale back a voter-approved measure to
legalize medical marijuana failed Wednesday after Republican senators defied her.

Noem'’s proposal died after the House and Senate could not agree on the bill, paving the way for a
voter-passed medical marijuana law to go into effect on July 1. Noem had argued that her administration
needed more time to implement the program, but senators from within her own party defied her plan,
reasoning they owed it to voters to end marijuana prohibitions in some form.

The Senate on Monday passed a proposal with key deviations from Noem'’s plan, which aimed to delay
legalization until next year. Notably, it decriminalized possession of small amounts of pot for all adults
starting July 1 and protected medical users’ ability to possess up to three ounces (85 grams). It would
have kept a six-month delay to medical marijuana legalization.

That forced a choice upon the governor and her allies in the House: Accept the senate’s proposal or
reject the bill, allowing the medical marijuana program — as passed by voters — to go into effect July 1.

Sen. Blake Curd, a Republican proponent of the Senate proposal, called it a “reasonable attempt to
bridge the gap” between the governor’s desire to take extra months to develop a program and honoring
the will of voters.

In an attempt to scuttle the Senate proposal and move the bill forward, the governor and House lawmak-
ers made major concessions from her original plan. She had argued that it would take months to properly
implement a medical marijuana program, but a six-month delay was scrapped. House lawmakers proposed
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a compromise to legalize medical marijuana on July 1, but kept caveats that people under 21 could not
use it, medical users could only possess one ounce (28 grams) at a time, and people could not cultivate
cannabis plants in their homes.

“I was hoping for some time to do it right,” said House Speaker Spencer Gosch, a Republican who had
been the main proponent of the governor’s plan to delay the medical marijuana program and set up a
committee to study the issue.

But many lawmakers, even those who have said they were personally opposed to marijuana legaliza-
tion, have recognized they risked running afoul of voters in denying some form of marijuana legalization.

“The people, the public wanted adult-use marijuana, and they wanted medical-use marijuana,” said Re-
publican Rep. Greg Jamison during a House debate on accepting the Senate’s proposal.

Noem, however, has remained adamant in her opposition to recreational pot. Her office spent much of
the day putting pressure on lawmakers to turn to her plan. At one point, a hallway of the Capitol echoed
with a terse exchange between a senator and the governor’s staff. But a committee of lawmakers tasked
with working out a compromise dissolved after less than 20 minutes of debate.

Gosch told the committee, "I think we're pretty stuck in gridlock and at this particular time I don't see
a path forward.”

Noem'’s spokesman Ian Fury declined to discuss the governor’s position on the legislation, saying, “We're
not going to negotiate that through the press.”

Late Wednesday, the House elected not to continue negotiations with the Senate, effectively killing the
bill. However, Noem has the ability to call a special legislative session to have lawmakers take up the issue.

This story was first published on March 10. It was updated March 11 to correct Rep. Greg Jamison’s
name. He had been erroneously referred to as “Craig” Jamison.

UK COVID-19 variant discovered in South Dakota for 1st time

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — State Department of Health officials said Thursday that the variant strain of
the coronavirus first detected in the United Kingdom has now been confirmed in South Dakota.

Health officials said two cases have been reported and both of the patients recovered at home. State
Secretary of Health Kim Malsam-Rysdon said in a release that her department has been “closely monitor-
ing” the progression of the new variant.

This variant strain of the virus was first detected in the United Kingdom in September 2020 and has been
found in numerous countries around the world. It is thought to be more contagious than other previously
identified strains.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention tally as of Tuesday showed that only South Dakota and
Oklahoma had yet to report a case of the UK variant. Neighboring states North Dakota had four cases,
Minnesota had 78, Montana had three, Nebraska had seven, Iowa had 20 and Wyoming had nine.

South Dakota health officials on Thursday reported 203 new virus cases, increasing the total number of
positive tests to 114,163 since the start of the pandemic. The death toll increased by one, to 1,905.

South Dakota agritourism connects tourists with agriculture

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — The South Dakota Department of Tourism and State University Extension are
working together to create opportunities with the two largest industries in the state — agriculture and
tourism.

They've created an ‘agritourism’ program for farm, ranch owners and others who want to connect tour-
ists with agriculture and help them see where local food and beverages come from.

“People don't have that connection to agriculture anymore. It used to be, everybody had grandpa and
grandma at home on a farm or ranch and they could go visit grandpa and grandma and learn about
animals and where their food comes from and where their fiber comes from, in reality, that doesn’t exist
anymore,” Peggy Schlechter, a field specialist with SDSU Extension tells KOTA-TV.
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Bear Butte Gardens is an organic, small family farm near Sturgis.

“For us, it's providing a location where customers that have an interest in small-scale farming can stop
and actually have a conversation with the farmers themselves, the owners, and a lot of opportunities for
education,” said Michelle Grosek, co-owner of the business.

The Belle Joli Winery near Deadwood is another enterprise that invites tourists to visit and learn about
the wine-making process.

AgritourismSD is a two-year program focused on providing the tools and skills needed to develop a suc-
cessful agritourism enterprise. Applications are due by April 1.

The Latest: Serbia closes bars, shops to fight virus surge

By The Associated Press undefined

BELGRADE, Serbia — Serbia will close down all nonessential shops, bars and restaurants this weekend
as the Balkan country faces a surge in coronavirus infections.

The government-appointed crisis body said Friday said the measures will take effect on Friday evening
and last until Monday. Authorities will decide on Monday how to proceed, officials said.

The decision is expected to be formally endorsed by the government later Friday.

Serbia has recorded more than 4,000 new infections daily in the past week as doctors have warned that
hospitals are rapidly filling up and that medical staff are exhausted after a year of the pandemic.

Senior health official Zoran Gojkovic says the government hopes that it vaccination program will also
get infections under control in the coming weeks. He says hew measures also include children in higher
primary school grades switching to remote classes next week.

A wave of new infections is sweeping across the countries of Eastern and Central Europe, driven mainly
by new virus variants that are more contagious.

Serbia has vaccinated more than 1.5 million of its 7 million people with at least one shot from China’s
Sinopharm, Pfizer-BioNTech, Russia’s Sputnik V or AstraZeneca, which is among the highest rates of in-
oculations in Europe.

THE VIRUS OUTBREAK:

— The pandemic has taken a huge toll on children’s mental health, with doctors saying virus-related
phobias, tics and eating disorders rising along with attempted suicides.

— President Joe Biden aims for quicker shots, ‘independence from this virus’

— AP-NORC poll: 1 in 5 in US lost someone close in pandemic

— The European Medicines Agency has given Johnson & Johnson’s one-dose coronavirus vaccine the
green light, giving the European Union’s 27 nations a fourth vaccine to use

Follow AP’s pandemic coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/coronavirus-pandemic, https://apnews.com/
hub/coronavirus-vaccine and https://apnews.com/UnderstandingtheOutbreak

HERE'S WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING:

BERLIN — The German government said it was in contact with U.S. officials about the question of vac-
cine supplies, but stressed that the European Commission had the lead when it came to procuring shots
for member states.

Government spokesman Steffen Seibert told reporters in Berlin on Friday that the “this topic is raised
again and again by the chancellor and other members of the federal government” in talks with non-EU
countries.

Seibert added that the EU “has funded to a large degree the research development and production of
vaccines” and that the 27-nation bloc is an important production site.

“This benefits not just people in Europe, but the whole world,” he said, adding that the EU has said the
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bloc has approved the export of more than 34 million doses of vaccines to over 30 countries in the past
six weeks.

“We support this. On the other hand we note that while we have exported to many countries around
the world, nothing or almost nothing has been exported from the U.S. or Great Britain.”

“And this is of course a topic that the European Commission, representing its member states, takes up
with the companies concerned but also with the governments of other countries.”

BERLIN — Germany'’s top health official expressed regret Friday that some neighboring countries have
paused their use of AstraZeneca’s coronavirus vaccine following reports of blood clots in some people,
despite the lack of any evidence the shot was responsible.

Health Minister Jens Spahn said while Germany takes reports of possible side effects from vaccines
“very, very seriously,” both the European Medicines Agency and Germany’s own vaccine oversight body
have said they have no evidence of an increase in dangerous blood clots in connection with the shots.

"I regret that on the basis of the knowledge of Friday morning some countries in the European Union
have suspended vaccinations with AstraZeneca,” Spahn told reporters in Berlin.

Denmark was the first to temporarily suspended use of the AstraZeneca vaccine Thursday after reports
of blood clots in some people. The Nordic nation’s health authority said the decision was “based on a
precautionary principle” and that one person who developed a blood clot after vaccination had died.

SOFIA, Bulgaria - Bulgaria has temporarily suspended inoculations with the AstraZeneca coronavirus
vaccine and demanded safety guarantees from the European Union.

Prime Minister Boyko Borissov told a cabinet meeting that the immunization with this vaccine will be
suspended, until the European Medicines Agency issues a written statement that it is safe.

“Until all doubts are dispelled and experts guarantee that it holds no risk for people, we are stopping
immunization using that vaccine,” Borissov said.

Bulgaria becomes the latest European country to suspend vaccination using the AstraZeneca-Oxford jab
following reports of blood clots in some people.

Bulgaria has so far administered some 320,000 doses of the EU’s three allowed vaccines. Due to a short-
age of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines, most people have received an AstraZeneca-Oxford jab.

The nation of 7 million has seen a surge in COVID-19 cases in the past weeks. Bulgaria on Tuesday
reported 3,121 new confirmed cases, bringing their total number to 272,700 with 11,094 deaths.

HONG KONG — Hong Kong on Friday reported 60 new coronavirus infections, the highest number of
infections in the city since late January, prompting fears of a fifth wave of the virus.

Of the new infections, 47 were linked to an outbreak at a gym in the Sai Ying Pun neighborhood that
is popular among expatriates. Health authorities have ordered all employees of gyms in Hong Kong to be
screened for the virus. The gym cluster has so far infected 64 people

Authorities have also ordered gyms to step up safety measures, including requiring members to wear
masks while working out.

The city has so far reported 11,211 cases of the coronavirus, with 203 deaths.

As of Thursday, 145,800 people in Hong Kong have received the first COVID-19 vaccine dose.

Since the vaccination program began, four people have died days after receiving a Sinovac shot, al-
though experts have concluded that the first two cases had no direct links to the vaccine. Experts are still
investigating the other cases.

BERLIN — Germany’s health minister says the country should prepare for “several very challenging
weeks” amid a rise in coronavirus cases.

Health Minister Jens Spahn told reporters in Berlin on Friday that “the situation remains tense,” as the
country’s disease control center reported 12,834 newly confirmed cases in the past day, and 252 new
COVID-related deaths.
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The head of the agency, Lothar Wieler, said Germany is “at the beginning of the third wave” of infections
following surges in cases last spring and in the fall.

Spahn noted there has been a drop in serious illnesses and deaths among the elderly, as most people
over 80 in Germany have now received a virus vaccine.

He said Germany has managed to administer more than 200,000 first shots daily this week. As more
supplies arrive, shots will be administered not just in special vaccine centers but, from mid-April, also in
doctors’ practices, said Spahn.

GENEVA — The World Health Organization says it’s assessing reports of rare blood coagulation problems
faced by some people in the European Union who received doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine against
COVID-19.

The U.N. health agency noted the decision of a few European Union countries to suspend use of the
vaccine based on reports of the rare disorder in people who received the vaccines from a particular batch.

It noted that the European Medicines Agency has determined that the vaccine’s benefits outweigh the
risks, and said that no cases of death have been found to be caused by any COVID-19 vaccines so far.

A WHO advisory committee on vaccine safety is “carefully assessing” the reports and will communicate
its findings and any changes in its recommendations to the public.

“Deaths from other causes will continue to occur, including after vaccination, but causally unrelated,”
WHO said.

BANGKOK — Thailand delayed use of the AstraZeneca vaccine on Friday after several European countries
temporarily suspended the jabs following reports of blood clots in some people.

A publicity event with Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha receiving his first shot was canceled with
dozens of media attending, less than an hour before the scheduled start. Instead, health officials held a
news conference to explain the delay was based on the decision made by Denmark, Austria and others as
a precaution. The Danish health authority said Thursday it has no evidence the vaccine was responsible
for blood clots.

Other experts pointed out that of the millions of AstraZeneca vaccine shots administered elsewhere, includ-
ing in Britain, there have been no reported cases of the vaccine causing blood clots or related problems.

Yong Poovorawan, an advisor to Thailand’s vaccination program, said the delay, pending an investigation
into the cause of the reported side effect, will not have a big impact on the rollout.

Thailand started its vaccination drive last month with an initial 200,000 doses of China’s Sinovac and
117,000 doses of AstraZeneca, which is also being manufactured locally. The country aims to inject 10
million doses a month from June.

LJUBLJANA, Slovenia — A school in Slovenia cancelled classes on Friday after 26 teachers called in sick
due to vaccine side effects.

Slovenian media say the staff at the school in the northwestern town of Velenje received AstraZeneca
jabs on Wednesday and later reported side effects to the jabs including strong headaches, dizziness, high
fever and nausea.

The head of Slovenia’s National Public Health Institute Milan Krek told public broadcaster RTV Slovenia
reactions such as increased body temperature and fever are among the listed side effects for the vaccine.
The reactions are being registered and will be reviewed before further decisions are made, said Krek.

The school has informed the parents that they do not have the capacity to hold classes and that the
school will shut down on Friday except for day care for smaller children.

NEW DELHI — India has registered its worst single-day jump in coronavirus cases since late December
with 23,285.
The sharp spike is being attributed to the western state of Maharashtra.
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India has so far reported more than 11.3 million cases, the world’s second-highest after the United
States. Infections have been falling steadily since a peak in late September, but experts say increased
public gatherings and laxity is leading to the latest surge.

The increase is being reported in six states, including Maharashtra where authorities have announced a
weeklong lockdown in the densely populated Nagpur city next week. The vaccinations there will continue.

India is in its second phase of the COVID-19 inoculation campaign and plans to vaccine 300 million people
by August. The vaccination drive that began in January is still running way below capacity.

More than 26 million people have gotten a shot, though only 4.72 million are fully vaccinated with both
doses.

TOKYO — Transportation Minister Kazuyoshi Akaba says Japan will tighten border controls and limit the
number of entrants to up to 2,000 per day to guard against the more contagious variants of the coronavirus.

Japan has confirmed 345 cases of the more contagious new variants, mostly the kind first found in
Britain, the Health Ministry said.

The health authorities have found the cases of the new variants to have quadrupled over the past month.
They said the cases have been found in about half of Japan’s 47 prefectures but need to be closely watched
and precautions should be increased.

Tokyo and its three neighboring prefectures are under a non-binding state of emergency since Jan. 7.
The measure, which was to end on March 7 in those areas, has been extended for two weeks as the
infections have not slowed enough.

Japan had about 444,300 cases and 8,451 deaths as of Thursday.

MANILA, Philippines — Mayors have decided to reimpose a 7-hour night-time curfew in the Philippine
capital region of more than 12 million people amid a spike in coronavirus infections, which forced dozens
of villages to be placed back under police-enforced lockdowns.

Authorities would enforce the 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew for two weeks starting Monday in metropolitan
Manila, where most cases in a new surge of infections have been reported this week, said Benhur Abalos,
who heads the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority.

The Philippines has reported the highest number of confirmed infections at more than 600,000 and
more than 12,500 deaths among 24 pandemic-hit countries in the Western Pacific region, the World Health
Organization said.

President Rodrigo Duterte said Thursday he did not know how he could considerably ease quarantine
restrictions when cases continue to surge. He said he may be able to further reopen the economy when
millions of Filipinos have been vaccinated. But the government’s vaccination campaign has faced supply
problems and public reluctance.

“We cannot forever be in the strict protocols because we have to open the economy. People are hungry
... they have to work, to eat, to survive,” Duterte said. “I am, I said, in a quandary of what to do.”

SEOUL, South Korea -- South Korea is extending its current measures on social distancing for at least
another two weeks as it struggles to slow coronavirus infections in the greater capital area.

The measures include clamping down on private social gatherings of five or more people nationwide and
prohibiting indoor dining at restaurants and bars in the Seoul metropolitan area after 10 p.m.

Senior Health Ministry official Yoon Taeho said during a briefing Friday that health authorities will inspect
shopping malls, restaurants, public baths and private tutoring academies in the capital area over the next
two weeks and have employees tested if their working conditions are seen as highly vulnerable to infections.

While South Korea has wiggled out of its worst wave of the virus that saw its daily jump in infections
reach 1,241 on Christmas Day, it has still been seeing 300 to 400 new cases a day since mid-January.
Around 75% of them reported from the Seoul metropolitan area, which is home to half of the country’s
51 million people.

The country reported another new 488 cases of the coronavirus on Friday, bringing its caseload to
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Case of UK woman who vanished on way home stirs grief, anger

By JILL LAWLESS Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The suspected abduction and murder of a young London woman as she walked home
has dismayed Britain and revived a painful question: Why are women too often not safe on the streets?

The fate of Sarah Everard is all the more shocking because the suspect arrested on suspicion of killing
her is a U.K. police officer whose job was protecting top politicians and diplomats.

Everard, a 33-year-old marketing executive, set out on the 50-minute walk home from a friend’s house
in south London at about 9 p.m. on March 3. She has not been seen since.

On Tuesday, police arrested a member of the force’s Parliamentary and Diplomatic Protection Command.
The officer in his 40s, whose name has not been released, is being held on suspicion of kidnapping and
murder but has not yet been charged.

On Wednesday, a grim-faced Metropolitan Police Commissioner Cressida Dick said officers had found
human remains in woodland southeast of London. They have not yet been formally identified, but Everard’s
family issued a statement Thursday saying “our beautiful daughter Sarah was taken from us and we are
appealing for any information that will help to solve this terrible crime.”

Everard’s disappearance has caused a nationwide outcry, with thousands appealing for information to
help find her. Women also then began sharing experiences of being threatened or attacked — or simply
facing the everyday fear of violence when walking alone.

“When she went missing, any woman who has ever walked home alone at night felt that grim, instinctive
sense of recognition,” columnist Gaby Hinsliff wrote in The Guardian. “Footsteps on a dark street. Keys
gripped between your fingers. There but for the grace of God.”

Organizers of a planned vigil in Everard’s memory are going to court Friday after police said they could not
gather because of coronavirus restrictions. Britain is now in lockdown and all mass assemblies are banned.

The Reclaim These Streets organizers want to hold a 