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Rylee Dunker, McKenna Tietz and Bro-
dyn DeHoet were recognized as Groton 
Area students who have been diagnosed 
with Type 1 Diabetes. (Above Courtesy Photo from 

Lindsey Tietz’ Facebook Page. Photo below lifted from GDILIVE.

COM)

The boys basketball team gathered for a photo after the Mobridge-Pollock game. 
The afternoon was designated as Lights Out on Diabetes. (Photo Courtesy Lindsey Tietz’ Facebook 

Page)

Rylee Dunker, Brodyn DeHoet and McKenna Tietz were rec-
ognized as Groton Area Students who have to deal with Type 
1 Diabetes. (Photo Courtesy Lindsey Tietz’ Facebook Page)

Above: Lindsey Tietz, Lindsey DeHoet and Tasha Dunker 
helped to organize the Lights Out on Diabetes event at the 
Mobridge-Pollock game. (Photo Courtesy Lindsey Tietz’ Facebook Page)

Coach Brian Dolan hands Brodyn De-
Hoet the 1000th point ball after the 
game. DeHoet scored his 1000th career 
point with 41 seconds left in the game 
with a free throw. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Natalie Casanova 
also helped with 
the Lights Out on 
Diabetes event. 
She talked first 
hand about Type 1 
Diabetes. The vid-
eo of the event can 
be found at the end 
of the Girls Bas-
ketball Game with 
Mobridge-Pollock 
under the video ar-
chives of 397news.
com. Her speech 
can be found on the 
back page. (Photo lifted 

from GDILIVE.COM)

DVDs of the 
basketball games 

that have been 
recorded through 
GDILIVE.COM will 
be available this 

year. 
$10 for each 

game. 
You can pick and 

choose which 
games. 

Call 
605/397-6397 

to place 
your order.



Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
2/22 to 2/24  1917, R

2/29 to 3/2 A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood, PG
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Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine 
Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

Put our experienced 
team to work for you!

Midwest 
Masonry & 

New or Replaced Sidewalk
Block Walls ~ Egress Windows

Driveway ~ Garage Floors ~ Basement Floors
Stone and Brick Work

605/397-8383Call for a free 
quote

Marty Weismantel
605/396-7341

weisag@nvc.net

Classifieds
 and Card of Thanks

The following rates are for Classifieds pub-
lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

EMPLOYMENT
TEACHERS NEEDED IN CUSTER School Dis-

trict starting August 2020 in Special Education. 
Salary DOE.  See csd.k12.sd.us, 527 Montgom-
ery St., Custer, SD  57730, (605)673-3154. EOE_________________________________

RAILROAD VEGETATION CONTROL. Com-
mercial applicator training provided. Traveling 
position. Competitive wage and benefits, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. 60-80 hours/week. 
RAW (Cooperstown, ND). 888.700.0292 | www.
rawapplicators.com | info@rawapplicators.com_________________________________

THE WHITE RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT 47-1 
is seeking applications for the following posi-
tions:  Network Administrator - Associates 
degree in Network Administration preferred 
or related degree and experience.  Salary 
dependent on qualifications and experience, 
with benefits.  Applicant must also be able to 
pass a criminal background check.  Position is 
open until filled. For an application and further 
information contact Tom Cameron at the White 
River School District’s Central Office, P.O. Box 
273, White River SD 57579 or call (605) 259-
3135 or https://www.whiteriverschools.com/
employment. White River School District is an 
equal employment opportunity employer._________________________________

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST and/or 
Speech-Language Pathology Assistant.

Northwest Area Schools in Isabel, South 
Dakota, is seeking a Speech and Language 
Pathologist and/or a Speech and Language 
Pathology Assistant.  South Dakota licensure 
is required.  NWAS offers competitive salary, 
benefits, transportation and SD Retirement.   
Position is open until filled. Contact Quinn 
Lenk, Director, at 605-466-2206, or email 
quinn.lenk@k12.sd.us_________________________________

IMMEDIATE OPENING for a Full Time Deputy 
Sheriff.  High school diploma or GED. SD LEO 
Cert. preferred. Location Timber Lake, SD. Sal-
ary DOE. Call Dewey County Sheriff’s Office 
at 605-865-3330.

MISCELLANEOUS
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ 

to hunt your land. Call for a Free info packet 
& Quote. 1-866-309-1507 or www.BaseCam-
pLeasing.com. 
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at $22.54 per hour;  Approve 
promotion of Kayla Reinert to 
Brown County Communications 
Shift Supervisor effective Febru-
ary 9, 2020, at $20.27 per hour; 
Approve the following personal 
miles driven to be taxed at .545 
per mile for December 2019: 
Kendell Titze 102 @ $55.59, Dirk 
Rogers 798 @ $434.91, Mike 
Scott 170 @ 92.65 and personal 
miles driven to be taxed at a rate 
of .575 for January 2020: Kendell 
Titze 132 miles @ $75.90, John 
Florey 81 miles @ $46.58, Dirk 
Rogers 760 @ $437.01, and 
Mike Scott 180 @ $103.5.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

AUTO BUDGET SUPPLEMENT: 
Moved by Sutton seconded by 

Wiese to auto supplement High-
way budget 201.5.311.425.17 
Construction Projects from 
Poor Bridge Grant award in the 
amount of $443,540.76 to cover 
the bridge maintenance.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

LEASES: 
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Wiese to approve the fol-
lowing lease agreement:  Little 
Rock Holiness Church for lease 
of Richmond Lake Youth Camp 
Lodge July 6 – 10th, 2020.  All 
member present voting aye.  Mo-
tion Carried. 

SHERIFF VEHICLE PURCHASE: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 

Wiese to approve the purchase 
of two sheriff’s vehicles off the 
State of South Dakota Bid from 
Pierson Ford, Aberdeen SD at 
$34,497 per vehicle.   All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

SPILLMAN SOFTWARE:
Scott Madsen, GIS Coordina-

tor, met to give progress updates 
on the 911addressing / GIS 
software.  

EMPLOYEE HOLIDAY PAY 
POLICY: 

Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Wiese to approve change 
to Brown County Employee 
handbook employee holiday pay 
policy.  Handbook is on file with 
the Auditor’s Office (available 
for public inspection Monday – 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion Carried.

EMPLOYEE OVERTIME PAY 
POLICY: 

Moved by Feickert, seconded 
by Wiese to approve change to 
Brown County Employee hand-
book employee overtime pay 
policy.  Handbook is on file with 
the Auditor’s Office (available 
for public inspection Monday – 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion Carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Wiese to go into executive 
session to discuss personnel per 
SDCL 1-25-2(1). All members 
present voting aye. Motion car-
ried.  The Chair declared the 
executive session closed with no 
action taken.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: 
Commissioner Sutton gave 

an update on HB 157 regard-
ing county zoning and appeals 
process.  

ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Sutton to adjourn the Brown 
County Commission at 10:30 
a.m.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

Cathy McNickle, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $70.23. 18643

Brown County
Feb 11, 2020

Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2020 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Kippley at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present were 
Commissioners Feickert, Sut-
ton, and Wiese.  Commissioner 
Fjeldheim was absent.  Commis-
sioner Sutton led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

MINUTES: 
Moved by Sutton seconded by 

Feickert to approve the amended 
County Commission February 
4th, 2020 Minutes correcting the 
leader of the pledge of allegiance 
to Commissioner Wiese and 
amendment to January 28, 2020, 
reflecting clerical correction in 
EM Quarterly report motion.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS:
Moved by Sutton seconded by 

Wiese to approve the following 
claims:

Insurance: Insurance Plus 
$1,026.75. Professional Fees: 
Matthew Payne $200.00; Dohrer 
Law Office $351.90; William 
Gerdes $4,171.90; Haar Law 
Firm $18.80; Helms & Assoc. 
$2,110.00; Leidholt Electric 
$215.36; LexisNexis $150.00; 
LSS $2,690.10; Jerald McNeary 
$937.20; SDENR $3,809.51; SD 
Dept. of Revenue & Regulation 
$731,649.11; SDSU Extension 
$20,621.00; Christy Griffin-Serr 
Law Office $1,292.50; Talia-
ferro Law Firm $991.70; WSP 
$10,658.99.  Publishing: Aber-
deen American News $697.39; 
Groton Independent $632.85; 
Hub City Radio $300.00. Rentals: 
AmeriPride $278.64; Black Hills 
Land & RV Rentals $1,400.00; 
Dakota Electronics $730.75. 
Repairs & Maintenance: Ab-
erdeen Plumbing & Heating 
$1,204.60; Big Scoop Snow 
Removal $400.00; Butler Ma-
chinery $861.04; Crawford 
Trucks & Equip. $671.62; Da-
kota Electronics $40.00; DMI 
$16,400.00; Ecolab $105.45; 
Farnams $124.75; Great West-
ern Tire $10.00; Hoven Auto 
Repair $121.69; Otis Elevator 
$66.00; Pierson-Ford $51.45; 
RDO Equip. $8,306.00; Schwan 
Welding $438.00; SD – DOT 
$965,628.00; Steven Lust Au-
tomotive $107.91; TranSource 
$6,312.91; Walth Safety Service 
$3,256.08. Supplies: AgTegra 
$42,095.11; American Busi-
ness Solutions $31.91; Bak-
ken Build Maint $500.00; Bob 
Barker Co. $54.83; Butler Ma-
chinery $775.81; Cartney Bear-
ing $70.96; Cash-Wa $6,536.40; 
Crawford Trucks & Equip. 
$2,420.00; DFP $908.53; Da-
kota Oil $1,036.70; Dean Foods 
$1,638.89; DMI $1,842.50; 
Earthgrains $755.15; Farnams 
$19.58; Fastenal $1,699.58; 
Fordham Signs $178.40; Full 
Circle Ag $3,309.92; GovConnec-
tion $623.64; Great Western Tire 
$2,399.60; Hedahls $185.36; 
Interstate Battery $39.20; Ken’s 
SuperFair Foods $9.27; Kessler’s 
$133.84; McKesson Medical 
$4.50; Menards $238.00; Mick’s 
Scuba $112.95; Midstates Print-
ing $644.82; Northwest Divers 
$1,064.00; Pantorium Cleaners 
$70.00; Productivity Plus $16.55; 
RDO Equip. $5,700.29; Satellite 
Tracking of People $455.00; 
Sciencenter $4,800.00; Stan 
Houston Equip. $89.15; Tran-
Source $35,987.42; Web Water 
Bottling Co. $26.00. Travel & 
Conference: SDSU Extension 
$85.20.  Utilities: Aberdeen City 
Treasurer $1,100.15; AT&T Mo-
bility $71.24; Economy Propane 
$2,542.16; Northern Electric 
$1200.00; NWPS $7,004.58; 
Kelsi Thilmony $20.00; Town of 
Frederick $135.26. Other: SD 
State Treasurer $1,362.62.   All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

HR REPORT:
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Wiese to approve the follow-
ing amended HR Office Report, 
which includes the following per-
sonnel changes: Acknowledge 
resignation of William Winters, 
Brown County Landfill part-time, 
effective January 22, 2020; 
Acknowledge reclassification 
of Christeen Krahl to full-time 
correctional officer at a wage 
of $18.73 per hour effective 
February 3, 2020; Acknowledge 
employment end date of Julie 
Thelen, Brown County Com-
munication Dispatcher effective 
February 5, 2020, and approve 
request to fill vacancy; Approve 
promotion of Jonathon Sorensen 
to Brown County Communica-
tions Shift Supervisor effective 
February 9th, 2020, at $ 21.31 
per hour; Approve promotion of 
Tonya Walth to Brown County 
Communications Shift Supervi-
sor effective February 9th, 2020, 

Groton School
School Bus
Bid Notice

Advertisement for Bids
The Board of Education of 

Groton Area School District 06-6 
of Brown County, State of South 
Dakota, requests sealed bids for 
a new 2019 or 2020 71 passen-
ger school bus with minimum of 
220 HP electronic diesel engine 
and standard chassis dimen-
sions.  Vehicle must be delivered 
between July 20, 2020 and 
August 20, 2020 with payment 
made upon delivery.

I. CHASSIS.  The specifica-
tions of the school bus chassis 
shall comply with the mini-
mum recommended standard 
for school busses as set forth 
by the Department of Education 
for the State of South Dakota.  
In addition, it shall comply with 
the present requirements of the 
Federal Government and the 
special requirements requested 
by the local school board.

II. BUS BODY.  To meet the 
current minimum standards for 
the construction of school bus 
bodies, as adopted by the State 
Board of Education, available 
from the Department of Educa-
tion, Pierre, South Dakota, in ad-
dition to special requirements of 
the Federal Government and the 
special requirements requested 
by the local school board.

Specifications are on file in the 
offices of Business Official, Mike 
Weber, and Bus Mechanic, Loren 

Westport Town
Lift Station

Public Hearing
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

for the
Westport Wastewater and 

Storm Water Improvement Proj-
ect

The Town of Westport is seek-
ing up to $450,000 of funding 
from the Board of Water and 
Natural Resources to replace 
the lift station.  The funds could 
be either a grant from the state 
Consolidated Water Facilities 
Construction Program or a loan 
from the Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund (SRF) Program.  
The Clean Water SRF loan terms 
are 2.25% for 20 years, and 
the Board of Water and Natural 
Resources may forgive all or a 
portion of loan principal.  The 
amount, source of funds, and 
terms will be determined by the 
Board of Water and Natural Re-
sources when the application is 
presented at a scheduled board 
meeting.  The purpose of the 
public hearing is to discuss the 
proposed project, the proposed 
financing, and the source of re-
payment for the loan.  The public 
is invited to attend and comment 
on the project.

The public hearing will be held 
at City Hall on March 2, 2020 at 
7:00pm.

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $13.06. 18644

Bates Township
Notice of

Annual Meeting
Bates Township
BATES TOWNSHIP ANNUAL 

MEETING NOTICE
Bates Township will hold its 

annual meeting and election on 
Tuesday, March 3rd, 2020 at the 
home of the Clerk, 14523 409th 
Ave, Conde.

Election of officers and busi-
ness meeting will be held at 
6:30 p.m.

We will be receiving bids for 
road maintenance and gravel. 
Please mail bids to

Betty Geist, Bates Township 
Clerk, 14523 409th Ave., Conde, 
SD 57434 prior to meeting date.

Betty Geist, Township Clerk
(0219.0226)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $14.69. 
18645

West Hanson Twp. 
Notice of

Annual Meeting
The annual meeting for West 

Hanson township will be held 
at the Red Horse in Groton on 
March 3, 2020 at 6:30 pm There 
will be an election of officers 
and other business necessary 
to address. In case of inclement 
weather. It will be on the next 
Tuesday.

(0219.0226)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $9.40. 
18646

Claremont Town
Feb. 11, 2020

Meeting Minutes
The Board of Trustees for 

the town of Claremont met in 
regular session on 2-11-2020 
at 6:30pm in city hall. President 
Johnson called the meeting to 
order with Spencer and Ras-
mussen present. On a motion 
by Rasmussen and seconded 
by Spencer the minutes of the 
January meeting were approved. 
Warrants were allowed: General: 
Full Circle Ag, desiel propane, 
1480.06; NAPA Auto, shop sup-
plies, 1064.29;NWE, street lights 
and city hall, 517.77; Butter 
machinery, maintainer repair, 
392.76; Gellhaus and Gellhaus, 
sale of land to fire district, 
294.00; GDI, publishing, 33.79; 
Jason Spencer, snow removal 
14hrs, 206.87; Jason Spencer, 
snow blower parts, 251.23; 
Charla Rye, wage, 350.00; Shane 
Johnson,shop broom, 62.84; 
WSSW; SD Public Health Lab, 
testing, 15.00; NWE, water/
power, 218.39; NWE, sewer, 
131.42; BDM, water purchase, 
911.10; Helms and Helms, waste 
water- Design Phase, 10,827.00; 
Rural Development,water loan, 
576.00; With no further business 
before the Board a motion was 
made to adjourn by Rasmussen 
and seconded by Spencer. Mo-
tion carried. 

CRye F.O.
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $12.34. 18647

Groton School
Notice of

Audit
Notice of Audit of the Fiscal 

Affairs of Groton School District 
No. 06-6

Notice is hereby given that the 
records and books of account of 
Groton School District No. 06-6 
of Brown County, South Dakota, 
have been audited by Eide Bailly 
LLP for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2019, and that a de-
tailed report thereon is filed with 
the governing board, the Busi-
ness Manager, and the Depart-
ment of Legislative Audit, 427 
South Chapelle, Pierre, South 
Dakota, for public inspection.

The following findings and 
recommendations referred to in 
the report are hereby published 
in compliance with the provisions 
of SDCL 4-11-12:

Current Audit Findings and 
Recommendations

Finding 2019-001 Prepara-
tion of Financial Statements 
and Footnotes, and Material 
Proposed Adjustments to the 
Financial Statements

Criteria: The School District’s 
internal control structure should 
be designed to provide for the 
preparation of the financial 
statements and footnotes, which 
includes having an adequate sys-
tem for recording and processing 
entries material to the financial 
statements being audited in 
accordance with generally ac-
cepted accounting principles. 

Condition: Groton Area School 
District 06-6 requested the ex-
ternal auditors to assist in the 
preparation of the financial state-
ments and related footnotes for 
the year ended June 30, 2019. 
As part of the financial statement 
preparation process, at times we 
propose material audit adjust-
ments that are not identified as 
a result of the School District’s 
existing internal controls and, 
therefore, could result in a mate-
rial misstatement of the School 
District’s financial statements.

Cause: The limited size of 
the School District’s staff and 
resources cause the inability to 
prepare the financial statements 
and footnotes and could cause 
the need for auditors to at times 
propose material journal entries. 

Effect: This condition may af-
fect the School District’s ability to 
record, process, summarize, and 
report financial data consistent 
with the assertions of manage-
ment in the financial statements. 

Recommendation: This cir-
cumstance is not unusual in an 
organization of this size. It is 
the responsibility of manage-
ment and those charged with 
governance to make the decision 
whether to accept the degree of 
risk associated with this condi-
tion because of cost or other 
considerations. Also, a thorough 
review of the transactions in 
each fund should take place prior 
to the beginning of the audit, 
to ensure generally accepted 
accounting principles have been 
followed for each fund type, 
especially for transaction types 
infrequent in occurrence.

Views of Responsible Officials: 
Management agrees with the 
finding.

Finding 2019-002 Lack of 
Maintenance and Accuracy of 
Food Service Inventory Listing

Criteria: The School District’s 
internal control structure should 
be designed to provide for the 
proper maintenance and updat-
ing of inventory listings. 

Condition: During the course 
of our audit, it was discovered 
that the inventory listing for 
the Food Service Fund was not 
properly maintained and updated 
during the fiscal year for inven-
tory counts performed and costs 
included on the listing were not 
accurate. 

Cause: The School District 
does not have proper controls 
in place for the maintaining and 
updating of the inventory listing 
for the Food Service Fund. 

Effect: The value of the Food 
Service inventory and related 
purchases are recorded incor-
rectly.

Recommendation: The School 
District should implement con-
trols to ensure that the Food 
Service inventory listing is prop-
erly maintained and updated 
during the year to ensure that 
the amount and cost of products 
are accurate. An inventory count 
should be completed at year-end 
to verify all food and supplies are 
on hand. 

Views of Responsible Officials: 
Management agrees with the 
finding.

(0212.0219)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $70.00. 
18620

Bahr, at Groton, SD.  Call 1-605-
397-2351 for more information.

The school board reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids.  
Address bids to Business Official, 
Groton Area School District 06-
6, PO Box 410, Groton, South 
Dakota 57445.  Mark envelopes 
“BUS BID”.

Bids will be opened at a meet-
ing on Monday, March 9, 2020 
at 2:15 PM in the Office of the 
Superintendent at Groton Area 
High School for examination and 
recommendation to the Board of 
Education at their regular meet-
ing on Monday, March 9 at 7:00 
PM for acceptance or rejection.

(2t. Feb 10 & Feb 17, 2020)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $32.92. 
18622

Riverside Twp. 
Notice of

Annual Meeting
NOTICE OF CAUCUS AND 

ELECTION IN RIVERSIDE TOWN-
SHIP

Notice is hereby given that the 

annual Riverside Township Cau-
cus and Election of Officers will 
be held Tuesday, March 3, 2020, 
at Bruce Sippel's Shop. Caucus 
7:30 p.m., followed by election 
of officers from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Sealed bids will be accepted 
for 2,000 yards, more or less, of 
gravel, loaded and delivered to 
designated places in Riverside 
Township. The township board 
reserves the right to inspect 
the gravel before awarding the 
bid. Bids must be addressed to 
Bruce Sippel, Township Clerk, 
sealed and plainly marked “Bids 
for Gravel.” Separate bids will 
be accepted for mowing weeds 
along road ditches. Bidders are 
to furnish township with name 
and address of insurance agent. 
Bids will be opened by the Board 
of Supervisors, Tuesday, March 
3, 2020, at Bruce Sippel's shop 
at 7:30 p.m. The board reserves 
the right to accept or reject any 
or all bids.

Bruce Sippel, Township Clerk
(0219.0226)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $23.51. 
18649
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White ................. $41.54/year
❏ Colored .......................... $74.55/year
❏ Colored ...................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly* ...................... $21.30/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month .................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months ............................... $21.30
❏ 6 Months ............................... $26.63
❏ 9 Months ................................$31.95
❏ 12 Months ............................. $42.60

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Addres: __________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code __________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail _________________________________________

Password _______________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into 
your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
Mail Completed Form to:

Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

The Groton Independent
21 N Main, Groton 605/397-NEWS (6397)
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher  paperpaul@gro-

tonsd.net ~ 605-397-7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager  office@grotonsd.

net ~ 605-397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.net
Deadline to submit items: Noon Monday]

Yearly Subscription Rates are listed below. 
The Groton Independent (USPS# 230-440) is 
published weekly with its periodicals postage 
paid at  Groton, SD.

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Groton Independent, PO Box 34, Groton, SD 
57445
© 2020 The Groton Independent

 Monthly Drafts Available
If you would like to have automatic payment 
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Groton School
Mower

Bid Notice
BID ADVERTISEMENT
FOR SCHOOL TRACTOR 

MOWER
The Board of Education of 

Groton Area School District No. 
06-6 of Brown County, State of 
South Dakota requests sealed 
bids on a tractor/mower com-
bination.

Specifications and bid forms 
are on file in the business office.  
All bids must be made on the 
specified form.  For more infor-
mation contact Head Custodian, 
Mike Nehls, at 397-2351.

Bids must be received by 
Monday, March 9, 2020, at 
2:00pm, in the school super-
intendent’s office.  Bids will 
be reviewed at the regular 
board meeting that evening at 
7:00pm.  

All bidders shall understand 
that payment will not be made 
until the start of the new fis-
cal year, July 15, 2020.  The 
school board reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or all 
bids.  Address bids to Business 
Manager, Groton Area High 
School, P.O. Box 410, Groton, 
SD  57445.  Mark envelopes: 
“Mower Bid”.

(2t. Feb 10 & Feb 17, 2020)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $20.90. 
18623

Fredrick School
February 12, 

2020
Meeting Minutes
OFFICIAL BOARD PROCEED-

INGS
FREDERICK AREA SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #6-2
FEBRUARY 12, 2020
The meeting was called to 

order on February 12, 2020, 
at 6:00 p.m. by President Rich 
Schlosser.  Members present 
were Dan Nickelson, Jon Ell-
wein, Richard Achen and Alex 
Hart.  Others present were 
Superintendent/9-12 Principal/
Athletic Director Jeff Kosters 
and Business Manager Janel 
Wagner.  

The meeting began with all 
present reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Members of the public were 
allowed three minutes to ad-
dress the board on any topic 
of their choice.  With no public 
members wishing to speak, 
the board moved on with their 
remaining agenda items.

Action 19-064 Motion by 
Achen, second by Nickelson 
to approve the agenda as pre-
sented.  All aye, carried.

Action 19-065 Motion by 
Hart, second by Ellwein to ap-
prove consent agenda which 
included the following items as 
presented:  minutes of meeting 
held January 13, 2020; January 
2020 financial report, agency 
accounts and investments; 
District bills and January 2020 
payroll.  All aye, carried.

Ending January 31, 2020  ..............General Capital Outlay Special Pension Food Service Driver’s Trust &
 .......................................................Fund Fund Education Fund Fund Fund Ed Fund Agency
Revenue: ................................................            
    Taxes ....................................$4,067.64  $3,952.92  $2,641.38       
    Local Sources ........................$4,397.10  $10.00    $6,404.40    $5,387.01 
    Intermediate Sources............... $715.47           
    Interest .................................... $27.59          $1.88 
    Federal & State ...................$32,987.26    $475.90  $2,527.03     
Total Revenue .........................$42,195.06  $3,962.92  $3,117.28  $8,931.43  $0.00  $5,388.89 
Disbursements ........................................            
     Bills ...................................$20,334.61  $9,130.56  $201.60  $4,084.18    $3,038.87 
     Payroll .............................$134,679.26    $15,270.15  $3,204.24     
Total Disbursements ..............$155,013.87  $9,130.56  $15,471.75  $7,288.42  $0.00  $3,038.87 
Total checking balance ...........$146,185.62  $230,102.30  $185,322.02  $9,732.12  $669.82  $45,468.33 
Beginning investment balance $443,412.13  $1,783,634.20  $1,246,175.05      
     Interest .............................. $1,913.55          
Total investment balance ........$445,325.68  $1,783,634.20  $1,246,175.05      
Ending Balance ......................$591,511.30  $2,013,736.50  $1,431,497.07  $9,732.12  $669.82  

Claims approved:  January 
2020 Payroll – General Fund sal-
aries 78,993.35; Special Educa-
tion salaries 9,948.28; Food Ser-
vice salaries 2,617.66.  EFTPS, 
federal income tax/Social Secu-
rity/Medicare 25,554.00; AFLAC, 
supplemental insurance 917.74; 
American Funds, retirement 
1,265.02; Delta Dental, insur-
ance 1,693.50; Express Col-
lections, garnishment 569.11; 
AMI, garnishment 989.22; The 
Standard, life insurance 267.47; 
Security Benefits, retirement 
1,000.26; VSP, vision insur-
ance 276.03; Wellmark, health 
insurance 15,843.00; SD Retire-
ment 12,753.75; SD Retirement 
Supplemental, 465.26.

General Fund:  Agtegra, 
gasoline 1,386.88; Amazon 
Capital Services, supplies 34.95; 
ASBSD, training fee 60.00; Cole 
Papers Inc, supplies 647.07; 
Crawford Trucks & Equipment 
Inc, repairs 540.60; CWD, FFVP 
434.12; Dumire, James, repairs 
105.00; Eide Bailly LLP, audit 
4,134.58; Farnam’s Genuine 
Parts Inc, repairs 136.01; First 
Book, supplies 56.68; Flinn Sci-
entific Inc, supplies 56.75; Fore-
man Sales & Service, repairs 
102.88; GDI News, publishing 
203.37;  James Valley Telecom-
munications, telephone 271.84; 
JM Electric Inc, repairs 337.49; 
Jostens Inc, diploma covers 
136.04; Leola School District 44-
2, football reconciliation 966.69; 
Mac’s Inc, repairs 1.38; Men-
ards, repairs/supplies 148.51; 
Merchant Services, online lunch 
fees 88.58; Montana-Dakota 
Utilities Co, electricity 4,484.35; 
North Central Special Educa-

tion Cooperative, local share 
5,500.00; OfficeMax, supplies 
14.99; Pantorium Cleaners Inc, 
supplies 227.57; Pizza Ranch, 
MathCounts 98.01; School Spe-
cialty, supplies 61.86; Sumption, 
Sarah, education reimburse-
ment 80.00; Town of Frederick, 
utilities 281.20; United States 
Postal Service, postage 82.03; 
USA Clean, supplies 85.20.  
Capital Outlay Fund:  A&B 
Business Solutions, managed 
print 649.56; Amazon Capital 
Services, library books 343.39.  
Special Education Fund:  Anliker, 
Jennifer, mileage 50.40; Avera 
St Luke’s, occupational/physical 
therapy 3,013.80; North Central 
Special Education Cooperative, 
local share 9,063.58; United 
States Postal Service, postage 
19.68.  Food Service Fund:  
Child & Adult Nutrition, food 
141.92; CWD, food/supplies 
3,680.06; Pantorium Cleaners 
Inc, supplies 48.32.

The following reports were 
presented:

A. Jeff Kosters - Superin-
tendent/9-12 Principal/Athletic 
Director

Action 19-066 Motion by 
Nickelson, second by Achen to 
adopt the 2020-2021 school 
calendar as presented.  All aye, 
carried.

Action 19-067 Motion by 
Nickelson, second by Hart to 
approve the Employee Contract 
for Faye Gunther at $18.45/
hour.  All aye, carried.

Action 19-068 Motion by 
Ellwein, second by Achen to 
approve the amendment of the 
Drama Club Advisor Contract 
salary for Jessica Ringgenberg 

from $1,265.90 to $600.00.  All 
aye, carried.

Action 19-069 Motion by 
Ellwein, second by Achen to ap-
prove Troy Podoll as a volunteer 
coach for Boys Basketball.  All 
aye, carried.

Action 19-070 Motion by 
Hart, second by Achen to enter 
into Executive Session per SDCL 
1-25-2 (1) for employee matters 
at 6:55 p.m.  All aye, carried.

President Schlosser declared 
Board out of Executive Session 
at 7:23 p.m.

Action 19-071 Motion by 
Ellwein, second by Nickelson 
on intent to renew 2020-2021 
Administrative contracts.  All 
aye, carried.

The School Board would like 
to congratulate the MathCounts 
team of Tristan Sumption, Olivia 
Morlock, Sofi Losure and Levi 
Little for placing second; and 
individual place winners of Sofi 
Losure-second, Olivia Morlock-
sixth, Levi Little-seventh and 
Morgan Sumption-eighth at the 
Eureka competition in January.

The Administration would 
like to thank the Frederick Area 
School Board members for 
their dedication in celebrating 
National School Board Recogni-
tion Month.

Action 19-072 Motion by 
Hart, second by Ellwein to 
adjourn at 7:28 p.m.  All aye, 
carried.

Rich Schlosser, President
Janel Wagner, Business Man-

ager        
Published once at the total 

approximate cost of $114.03. 
18648

Brown County
Milling/Reclaim

Bid Notice
NOTICE TO MILLING/RE-

CLAIMING CONTRACTORS 
Sealed bids will be received 

in the Chambers of the Brown 
County Board of Commission-
ers at the Court House Annex, 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, until 
the hour of 8:55am on Febru-
ary 25, 2020.  At said time and 
place all bids will be publicly 
opened, read and considered for 
furnishing Full Operation Mill-
ing/Reclaiming Equipment for 
construction and maintenance 
repairs on Brown County Road 
Projects for the year 2020.  Suc-
cessful bidders will be working 
along with Brown County High-
way Department Forces.

Proposal Guaranty:  No de-
posit or bond will be required 
at time of bid opening.

Performance Bond:  Brown 

County will give notice to the 
successful bidder that his pro-
posal has been accepted, and 
said bidder shall within ten 
(10) days thereafter enter into 
a contract with Brown County 
and said bidders shall then be 
required to furnish the follow-
ing:  Certificates of Insurance 
as per Bid Specifications or 
Requested from Brown County.  
Brown County must be listed as 
additional insured on all Certifi-
cates of Insurance.

Contract for Rental Equip-
ment shall be firm and will be in 
effect for a period of one year 
from April 1, 2020 to March 
31, 2021.

Envelopes containing bids 
shall be addressed and deliv-
ered to the Brown County Audi-
tor, 25 Market Street, Aberdeen, 
South Dakota 57401, and to be 
clearly marked on the outside of 
the envelope:  “BIDS FOR MILL-
ING/RECLAIMING” to be opened 
February 25, 2020 at 8:55am.  
The Brown County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids, 
and to accept the bid they deem 
to be in the best interest of 
Brown County.  

Bids shall include all appli-
cable taxes and fees for materi-
als furnished and/or installed by 
the Contractor and all applicable 
taxes and fees for materials 
supplied by the County.  Brown 
County is exempt from all Fed-
eral Excise Tax and State Sales 
Tax.

Attest: Cathy McNickle, 
Brown County Auditor

(0212.0219)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $43.49. 
18624 

Brown County
Wood Grinding

Bid Notice
SEALED BID
WOOD WASTE GRINDING
BROWN COUNTY LANDFILL
Sealed bids will be received 

in the Chambers of the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
at the Courthouse Annex, Aber-
deen, South Dakota 57401 until 
the hour of 8:47 AM. Tuesday, 
February 25, 2020 at said time 
and place all bids will be publicly 
opened, read and considered 
by the Brown County Board of 
Commissioners regarding 2020 
WOOD WASTE GRINDING for 
the Brown County Landfill.

Brown County will give notice 
to the successful bidder that his/
her proposal has been accepted, 
and said bidder shall within ten 
(10) days thereafter enter into 
a contract with Brown County, 
South Dakota. The successful 
bidder shall also furnish proper 
certificates of insurance re-
quired by Brown County.

Envelopes containing bids 
shall be addressed to the Brown 
County Auditor, 25 Market 
Street, Brown County Court-
house, Aberdeen, South Dakota, 
57401, and are to be clearly 
marked on the outside of the 
envelope “BID ON 2020 WOOD 
WASTE GRINDING FOR THE 
BROWN COUNTY LANDFILL”. 
To be opened on Tuesday, 8:47 
A.M., February 25, 2020. The 
Brown County Board of Com-
missioners reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids and to 
accept the bid that they deem to 
be in the best interest of Brown 
County.

Brown County is exempt from 
all Federal Excise Tax and State 
Sales Tax.

Specifications and notice to 
bidders are on file in the Brown 
County Auditor’s Office and at 
the Brown County Landfill and 
may be obtained at no charge.

ATTEST: 
Cathy McNickle, Brown Coun-

ty Auditor
(0212.0219)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $35.85. 
18625

Friendly Fellows 
& Daisies 

November 
Meeting

The Friendly Fellows 
and Daisies 4-H club met 
November 10, 2019 at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Claremont. The meet-
ing was called to order by 
President Hanna Miller. 
The American Flag pledge 
was led by Ashlynn War-
rington, and Braden Boe 
led the 4-H pledge. The 
roll call topic was your 

favorite movie. The com-
munications report was 
given by Andrew Mar-
zahn, in which he read 
thank yous for premiums. 
The treasurer’s report 
was presented by Colin 
Frey. There were no ad-
ditions or improvements 
to the treasurer’s report, 
and it was approved by 
Ashlynn Warrington and 
seconded by Natalia War-
rington. The secretary’s 
report was given by Mal-
lory Miller. The secretary’s 
report was approved by 
Logan Warrington and 
seconded by Axel War-
rington. The old busi-
ness was the Recognition 
Event held in Aberdeen. 
Old business was closed 
by Logan Warrington and 
seconded by Ashlynn 
Warrington. New busi-
ness was the Newshound, 
and the new business 
was closed by Andrew 
Marzahn and seconded by 
Novalea Warrington. The 
meeting was adjourned 
by Braden Boe and sec-
onded by Isaiah Scepa-
niak. There were three 
talks and demonstrations 
presented. The first dem-
onstration was by Nata-
lia Warrington and was 
about how to put together 
a clarinet and how to play 
clarinet scales. The sec-
ond demonstration was 
by Jordan Zoellner about 
Dairy Show Day. The last 
demonstration was by 
Riley Zoellner, and his 
demonstration was about 
how to get a cow ready 
to lead for the fair. Lunch 
was served by Ashlynn 
and Logan Warrington.  

--Submitted by Axel 
Warrington, Club Reporter. 
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Varsity squads post wins over Warner, 
DeHoet joins 1000 point club

It was a double-header night at the Warner Gym as both varsity squads posted wins over Warner in 
basketball action. The girls won their game, 46-29 and the boys won their game, 48-38.

The junior varsity teams split their games with the girls winning their game and the boys losing a 
close one.

All of the games were carried live on GDILIVE.COM. The girls JV game was sponsored by Larry and 
Kathy Harry, the boys JV game was sponsored by Julie and Carson Larson, the girls varsity was spon-
sored by Locke Electric and the South Dakota Army National Guard and the boys varsity was sponsored 
by the Aberdeen Chrysler Center. Make sure you tell these sponsors “Thank You” and if they have 
business, make sure you patronize them as well.

Brodyn DeHoet scored his 1000th career point with 41 seconds left in the game with a free throw and 
it was free throws that gave the Tigers the win over Warner. In the fourth quarter, Groton Area made 
12 of 15 free throws while making only one of eight shots. Warner made more field goals in the fourth 
quarter than it did the first three quarters. Coach Brian Dolan said in a GDILIVE.COM interview after the 
game that the boys got a little tired in the fourth quarter after holding Warner to just 21 points in the 
first three quarters. The Monarchs were just six points short of doubling its score in the fourth quarter.

The Tigers came out firing on all cylinders to take a 15-2 lead at the end of the first quarter. Groton 
Area made six of 10 field goals for 60 percent and Warner was one of 12 for 8 percent. The Tigers 
had a 12-point run in the first half and that was followed up by a nine-point run by Warner as the Ti-

Coach Brian Dolan and Brodyn 
DeHoet. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The team gathered around for a photo with Brodyn DeHoet who got his 1000th 
point Friday night in Warner. (Photo by Julianna Kosel)

gers led at a half time, 23-13. In the second 
quarter, Groton Area made three of eight field 
goals for 38 percent and Warner was two of 
eight for 25 percent. The Monarchs also had 
six turnovers in the second quarter.

Both teams struggled to score baskets in the 
third quarter with Groton Area making three 
of 12 for 25 percent and Warner four of 14 for 
29 percent. It was 32-21 in favor of the Tigers 
at the end of the third quarter. 

Brodyn DeHoet had a double-double night 
with 17 points, 16 rebounds, three steals and 
one block shot. Jonathan Doeden fouled out 
with 3:18 left in the game and had 10 points, 
two rebounds, two assists, two steals, three 
blocked shots and a dunk. Kaden Kurtz had 
10 points, three rebounds, two assists and 
two steals. Cade Guthmiller added six points, 
had two rebounds, one assist, one steal and 
a blocked shot. Tristan Traphagen had three 
points, five rebounds and three blocked shots. 
Jayden Zak had two points and two rebounds. 
Isaac Smith had a steal and Chandler Larson 
had a rebound.

Groton Area made 11 of 24 field goals for 
46 percent, two of 12 three-pointers for 17 
percent, made 20 of 27 free throws for 74 
percent off of Warner’s 22 team fouls, had 
31 rebounds, 10 turnovers, five assists, nine 
steals, 13 fouls and a season high eight 
blocked shots.

Warner was led by Landon Leidholt with 14 
points followed by Peyton Jung with eight, 
Alex Braun had seven, Spencer Ketterling five 
and Ben Fischbach had four points. The Mon-
archs were 15 of 50 in field goals shooting for 
30 percent and made seven of 13 free throws 
off of Groton Area’s 16 team fouls. Warner had 
10 turnovers.

The Lady Tigers had a 26-2 run in the first 
half to cruise to a 46-29 win. The lead changed 
hands four times and the game was tied once 
in the early part of the game before Groton 
Area went on its run. The Tigers trailed at the 
end of the first quarter, 11-7, but took the lead 
at half time, 23-14, and led, 38-18, at the end 
of the third quarter.

Alyssa Thaler made three-three-points and 
led the Tigers in scoring with 13 points, she 
had three rebounds, three assists and two 
steals. Brooke Gengerke had 10 points, seven 
rebounds and three assists. Gracie Traphagen 
had nine points and one rebound. Allyssa 
Locke had four points, four rebounds, three 
assists and three steals. Kaycie Hawkins had 
four fourth-quarter points, had four rebounds 
and three steals. Trista Keith had two points, 
six rebounds and two assists. Maddie Bjerke 
had two points Madeline Fliehs had two points, 
four rebounds, one assist and two steals. 

Groton Area made 12 of 30 field goals for 
40 percent, made six of 18 three-pointers for 
33 percent, made four of 11 free throws for 
36 percent off of Warner’s nine team fouls, 
had 29 rebounds, 13 turnovers, 12 assists 
and 10 steals.

Kamryn Anderson led the Monarchs with 10 
points while Jennifer Aman had nine, Kendyl 

Anderson had six, Summer Scepaniak had 
two and Peyton Fischer and Savannah Green 
each had one free throw. The Monarchs made 
10 of 45 shots for 22 percent and was five of 
10 from the line off of Groton Area’s 16 team 
fouls. Warner had 16 turnovers.

Ten players scored for Groton Area as the 
Lady Tigers won the junior varsity game, 43-
19. Scoring for Groton Area: Nathalia Garcia 
7 Maddie Bjerke 6, Carly Guthmiller 5, Emma 
Schinkel 5, Shallyn Foertsch 5, Aspen Johnson 
4, Trista Keith 4, Anna Fjeldheim 3, Madeline 
Fliehs 2 and Marlee Tollifson 2.

Hailee Lesnar led the Monarchs with 10 
points while Jennifer Aman had four, Morgan 
Haselhorst three and Lauren Marcuson two.

Chandler Larson made a three-pointer with 
15 seconds left to tie the game in the boys 
junior varsity game, but the Monarchs would 
score the winning basket with three seconds 
left pull out a 36-34 win. Lane Tietz led the 
Tigers with 15 points while Chandler Larson 
had eight, Tristan Traphagen six and Isaac 
Smith had five. Traphagen, who had three 
blocked shots in the varsity game, also had 
three blocked shots in the junior varsity game.

Carstyn Vetter led the Monarchs with 11 
points while Hunter Cramer had eight, Ty 
Cramer seven, and Chase Braun and Peyton 
Jung each had five points

Groton Area made 14 of 36 shots for 39 
percent and Warner made 12 of 36 shots for 
33 percent. Groton Area did not attempt a 
free throw. Warner was five of eight from the 
line for 63 percent. Groton Area had eight 
turnovers and Warner had 11.

- Paul

Friendly Fellows & Daisies 
December Meeting

The Friendly Fellows and Daises 4-H club 
met on December 1,  2019, at the Clare-
mont United  Methodist Church for its annual 
Christmas party. Members and their families 
present included Diane and Leo Warrington; 
Jason, Robyn, Logan, Aslynn, and Greyson 
Warrington; Neil, Amy, Axel, Natalia, Novalea, 
Ayce, and Aschar Warrington; Al and Sharon 
Grau; Darin, Walker, and Parker Zoellner; 
Troy Zoellner, Kristi and Rylen Ekern; Logan 
and Mike Ringgenberg; Ken and Janet Frey; 
Colin, Mike, and Sara Frey;  Karen Boe; Mandy 
and Braden Boe; Renee, Wade, Nicole, and 
Andrew Marzahn; Eric, Melissa, Hanna, Mal-
lory, and Tucker Miller; Carla and Kella Tracy; 
LeeAnn and Royal Tople; and Brad, Michelle, 
Blake, and Hailey Pauli; Colin, Emily, Hudson, 
Arthur, Paxton, and Briggs Eichler; and Stacey 
Anderson. 

While at the party, members played card 
Bingo with the guests with prizes awarded. 
Piano solos were performed by Novalea War-
rington, Axel Warrington, Natalia Warrington, 
and Ashlynn Warrington. Christmas carols 
were also sung by the 4-H members and 
provided gifts to the guests. 

The club gathered baby supplies and food 
that was donated to Child Protection Services 
for their Community Service Project.

Each member introduced themselves and 
shared what project areas they completed 
projects in for the Brown County and State 
Fair. They also watched a slideshow of activi-
ties the club participated in from the past year, 
as well as highlighting  individual and club 
accomplishments.

The Christmas party ended with a potluck 
meal and desserts. The next meeting will be 
held at the Jungle Lanes in Groton.
 --Submitted by Axel Warrington, Club Reporter
                                                                                                                                                                                  

GDI Living Heart Fitness Center
13 N Main, Downtown Groton

Call or Text Paul at 605/397-7460 or 
Tina at 605/397-7285

for membership information.



California energy firm will turn 
S.D. farm wastes into usable natural gas

By: Nick Lowrey 
A new industry launching in South Dakota 

will use manure from dairy farms to generate 
usable natural gas, creating a new income 
stream for some South Dakota farmers and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions along the 
way.

California-based renewable energy company 
Brightmark Energy announced plans on Feb. 5 
to capture, refine and sell methane gas rising 
off the decaying manure produced at three 
dairy farms in Minnehaha County near Sioux 
Falls. The project could be the first of many 
renewable natural gas projects built at South 
Dakota dairy and hog farms and is being driven 
by rising demand for cleaner, more sustainable 
energy, experts say.

The Brightmark Energy project will collect 
manure from nearly 12,000 dairy cows at the 
Boadwine, Pioneer and Mooody County dairy 
farms. The manure will be placed in large, 
oxygen-free tanks and, essentially, left to rot. 
One of the byproducts of rotting manure is 
methane gas, a major component of the natu-
ral gas already piped to thousands of South 
Dakota homes. Brightmark expects to harvest 
enough of the gas each year to cover the an-
nual average energy needs of more than 2,400 
homes, based on average energy consump-
tion as reported by the Energy Information 
Administration.

“Basically what we’re doing is, we’re taking 
the manure and putting it in a process that is 
highly efficient and environmentally friendly … 
so we can use (methane) for heating, cooking, 
powering cars, etcetera that otherwise would 
just end up not being utilized and create a 
greenhouse gas impact,” said Bob Powell, CEO 
of Brightmark Energy.

Methane gas traps heat in the earth’s at-
mosphere at a far greater rate than carbon 
dioxide, making it a significant contributor to 
global warming.

Capturing methane and burning it to heat 
homes or to fuel trucks can significantly reduce 
the impact that concentrated animal feeding 
operations and landfills can have on climate 
change, according to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Once filtered, the manure-derived methane 
is essentially the same gas that is already 
used as fuel at homes and businesses across 
South Dakota. Brightmark’s plan is to pump the 
gas collected from the dairies directly into an 
existing interstate natural gas pipeline system 
located near the farms.

Exactly how Brightmark will inject its gas into 
the pipeline hasn’t been worked out yet, Pow-
ell said. The project is still at least 18 months 
away from producing any gas but there are 
really only two options: connecting a pipeline 
from the collection sites to the interstate pipe-
line or loading the gas into pressurized tanks 
and trucking it to a pipeline terminal.

For Lynn Boadwine, majority owner of the 
Boadwine, Pioneer and Mooody County dair-
ies, the chance to turn a small profit from a 
potentially harmful animal byproduct was an 
opportunity he did not want to miss. But just 
as important, he said, is the potential to pro-
duce a cleaner fertilizer that can be used to 
help grow food for his dairy cows.

Part of the methane harvesting process 
keeps manure under heat for long periods of 
time which can kill harmful bacteria. There is 
also a chance that keeping the manure con-
tained in closed tanks while it decomposes 
will help reduce the odors generated by each 
dairy, Boadwine said.

“We have done a lot of things around sus-
tainability and environmental stewardship just 
in an effort to survive,” Boadwine said. “We’re 
just trying to do the right thing, whether it’s 
from working on things with soils to proper 
nutrient management. So this, for us, is the 
next step.”
Turning wastes into energy
Manure is a natural byproduct of livestock 

operations that must be handled with care 
as it carries the potential for environmental 
damage but also serves as a valuable form of 
fertilizer for crops.

The three dairy farms operated by Boadwine 
produce roughly 55.6 million gallons of waste 
combined each year.

The manure is pumped from the barns into 
large holding lagoons before it is distributed as 
fertilizer onto nearby farm fields once or twice 
a year. The process is regulated and monitored 
by the state Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources. But one of the problems 
with the system is that as the manure sits in 
the storage lagoons, it creates methane that 
escapes into the atmosphere.

In the spring or summer of 2020, Brightmark 
Energy will begin building a set of large cov-
ered tanks known as anaerobic digesters at 
Boadwine’s farms. Manure will be pumped into 
the digesters, which are kept as oxygen-free 
as possible. The result is an ideal environment 
for microorganisms called methanogens to 
become active.

As the name suggests, methanogens pro-
duce methane as a byproduct of digestion of 
organic material. Methanogens actually play a 
key role in the decomposition of almost all or-
ganic material. Because they produce so much 
methane, methanogens are a big reason why 
landfills and animal agriculture are considered 
contributors to climate change.

In the closed environment of an anaerobic 
digester, methane can be captured before it 
escapes into the atmosphere. Brightmark ex-
pects to collect around 217,000 million British 
Thermal Units worth of renewable gas each 
year from the digesters on Boadwine’s farms, 
or roughly enough energy to power 2,411 aver-
age U.S. households for a year. The final step 
in the gas collection process includes filtering 
and pressurizing the gas to meet pipeline 
specifications, Powell said.

Boadwine’s farms, meanwhile, get what 
amounts to royalty payments for hosting the 
digesters and for providing the raw material 
needed to create the gas. Neither Boadwine 
nor Powell was willing to discuss how much 
the farms would be paid for the use of their 
manure, though Boadwine noted the financial 
incentive was only a small part of his decision 
to work with Brightmark.

The farms also get to keep the nutrient-rich 
solids left in the digesters after the methano-
gens have finished their work. Those solids will 
then be used as fertilizer to grow crops used 
to feed each dairy’s cattle, Boadwine said.

“It’s a huge circular value to us,” Boadwine 
said of the gas project. “It’s another way of 
extracting and using a byproduct out of our 
waste stream.”

South Dakota’s massive agricultural industry 
could prove fertile ground for the renewable 
gas industry. As of October 2019, the state 
was home to 452 permitted CAFOs, or con-
centrated animal feeding operations, that were 
allowed to house up to 9.6 million animals. Of 
those CAFOs, 47 were dairies housing about 
145,000 cows and 142 were hog farms housing 
about 750,000 animals.

Renewable gases a 
growing industry

Collecting usable gas from manure or even 
food waste isn’t a new idea. European coun-
tries in particular have taken a keen interest 
in what has been dubbed “renewable natural 
gas,” a market driven by high natural gas 
prices and the need to avoid importing gas 
from countries such as Russia. There are more 
than 4,000 renewable gas capture facilities in 
Germany, according to the USDA.

Cities in the U.S. have found several ways to 
profit from harvesting methane from landfills 
and wastewater treatment facilities. Sioux 
Falls, for example, has received more than 
$17 million from a deal to sell methane gener-
ated by the city landfill to a POET Biorefining 
ethanol plant in Chancellor, S.D.

Still, renewable natural gas collection has 
been slow to catch on in the U.S., in part 
because natural gas mined thousands of feet 
below the earth’s surface is cheap and easy 
to get domestically. The equipment needed 
to collect and process methane from animal 
and food waste, meanwhile, can be expensive. 
Large landfill gas collection projects can cost 
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Brightmark Energy, a California-based 
company specializing in repurposing 
waste products, is hoping to use anaero-
bic digesters to harvest natural gas from 
the manure generated by these and other 
cows at the Boadwine Dairy in South 
Dakota. Demand for gas derived from 
renewable sources such as cow manure 
has surged over the past decade thanks 
to federal and state regulations aimed at 
promoting cleaner fuels. Photo: Submitted

Jason Hancock, executive director of 
the South Dakota Legislative Research 
Council, is shown in his office in Pierre. 
Hancock spearheaded the creation of 
the state legislature’s new, online sys-
tem for drafting, co-sponsoring and 
amending legislation. He said the new 
system was necessary to make the leg-
islature’s work more efficient. Photo: Nick 

Lowrey, South Dakota News Watch Continues on next page
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tens of millions of dol-
lars, said David Cox, di-
rector of operations for 
the national Coalition 
for Renewable Natural 
Gas, which advocates 
for the expansion of 
renewable gas produc-
tion.

Powell wouldn’t pro-
vide an estimate for 
what Brightmark ex-
pects to spend on the 
gas collection systems 
at Boadwine’s farms. 
Such systems can 
cost anywhere from 
$500,000 to $5 mil-
lion, depending on the 
operation’s size, ac-
cording to the USDA 
national Cooperative 
Extension Service.

Demand for renew-
able gas skyrocketed In 2014. That year, the 
EPA included renewable natural gas on its 
list of cellulosic biofuels that can be used to 
meet the federal Renewable Fuel Standard. 
In 2020, the RFS is set to require that about 
20 billion gallons of the nation’s transporta-
tion fuel come from renewable sources such 
as corn ethanol. Renewable natural gas can 
be used to fuel vehicles such as buses and 
garbage trucks, Cox said. Today, as much as 
95% of the 590-million-gallon cellulosic biofuel 
production standard is provided by renewable 
natural gas, Cox said.

State-level efforts to address climate change, 
such as California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard, 
are starting to play a bigger role in renew-
able gas development, Cox said. Under the 
California law, utilities and businesses can buy 
credits from renewable gas producers, such as 
Brightmark, as long as the gas they produce is 
injected into an interstate pipeline system that 
eventually connects to California, Powell said.

California is Brightmark’s biggest market for 
renewable gas. Customers in California can 
either pay Brightmark directly for gas out of a 
pipeline or they can buy credits from Bright-
mark that will pay for renewable gas produc-
tion in far flung places such as South Dakota 
as a way to offset the consumer’s use of fossil-
based gas. Brightmark also takes advantage of 
federal renewable energy tax credits in order 
to make a profit, Powell said.

One of the biggest advantages of renewable 
natural gas is that it doesn’t need expensive 
new infrastructure to be sold to consumers, 
said Emily O’Connell, director of energy market 
policy for the American Gas Association. The 
utility companies that own existing natural 
gas pipelines actually are looking forward to 
being able to sell renewable gas to interested 
customers at a higher rate than traditional 
natural gas, she said.

Growing demand for renewable gas has left 
Brightmark and other companies hopeful of 
expanding their renewable gas footprint in 
South Dakota. Brightmark is already work-
ing with operators of several other dairy and 
hog CAFOs in an effort to capture more gas, 
Powell said.

“You have the opportunity to have a project 
in South Dakota and have folks in the state of 
California help support farming communities 
because they value renewable natural gas 
more than regular natural gas,” Powell said.

This diagram provided by Brightmark Energy shows the basics of how methane 
generated by cow manure and other organic waste can be harvested and sold as 
a clean, renewable fuel source.

Lynn Boadwine, 
majority owner of 
Boadwine, Pioneer 
and Moody County 
dairies

Continued from previous page

Anaerobic digesters, such as those pictured here, provide an ideal environment 
for microorganisms called methanogens to digest manure and produce methane 
that can be harvested, filtered and sold as natural gas. Three Sioux Falls-area dairy 
farms will become home to similar digesters within the next two years. Photo: Submitted

ABOUT
NICK LOWREY

Nick Lowrey, based 
in Pierre, S.D., is an 
investigative staff re-
porter for South Da-
kota News Watch. A 
South Dakotan for 
more than 20 years, 
he is a former editor 
of the Pierre Capital 
Journal.

Big plays propel Tigers to win over 
Aberdeen Roncalli

It was a night of big plays that propelled the Tigers to a 63-59 win over Aberdeen Roncalli 
Monday night in Groton. 

The fourth quarter featured Cade Guthmiller making two big baskets inside the paint and 
Kaden Kurtz stealing the ball twice and going in for the layup. 

The game featured 10 lead changes with most of them coming late in the third quarter 
and early in the fourth quarter. The Cavaliers held an 11-point advantage with 4:52 to go in 
the second quarter, 27-16. Roncalli led at the end of the first quarter, 21-14, and at half time, 
34-26. Groton Area took a 47-46 lead into the fourth quarter.

Brodyn DeHoet, who scored all of his points in the first three quarters, finished with a 
double-double with 24 points, 10 rebounds and one steal. Jonathan Doeden had 12 points, 
one rebound, three assists, four steals and one block shot. Cade Guthmiller had 13 points, 
one assist, three steals and one block shot. Kaden Kurtz finished with 11 points, three re-
bounds, two assists and two steals. Austin Jones had two points and one assist. Jayden Zak 
had one point and two rebounds. Isaac Smith had one rebound, two assists and one steal. 
Lane Tietz had one steal and Tristan Traphagen had one assist.

Groton Area made 20 of 35 field goals for 59 percent, two of 17 three-pointers for 12 percent, 
17 of 22 free throws for 77 percent off of Roncalli’s 19 team fouls, had only five turnovers 
compared to 16 for Roncalli, the Tigers had 10 assists, 12 steals and two block shots.

Gray Impery led the Cavaliers with 28 points. Dawson Hoellein made four three-pointers in 
the first quarter and finished with 23 points. Brian Holmstrom had five and Zeezroom Mounga 
had two points.

The Cavaliers made 21 of 32 field goals for 66 percent and was nine of 13 from the line off 
of Groton Area’s 14 team fouls.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 40-19. Scoring for Groton Area: Lane Tietz 10, 
Wyatt Hearnen 9, Jayden Zak 9, Chandler Larson 6, Isaac Smith 3, Tristan Traphagen 2 and 
Jackson Cogley 1.

The Tigers made it a clean sweep with a 49-26 C game win. Scoring for Groton Area: Tate 
Larson 16, Cole Simon 11, Ethan Gengerke 8, Jacob Zak 5, Wyatt Hearnen 4 and Kaleb 
Hanten 3.

Groton Area is now 13-3 on the season and the Cavaliers drop to 0-18.
All three games were carried live on GDILIVE.COM. The C game was sponsored by Sperry 

Stump Removal. The junior varsity game was sponsored by Ronayne Law Office and the Var-
sity game was sponsored by Allied Climate Professionals,, Blocker Construction, Groton Dairy 
Queen, Jark Real Estate, John Sieh Agency, Milbrandt Enterprises and Tyson DeHoet Trucking.

- Paul Kosel
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The World of Type 1 Diabetes
by Natalie Casanova

Natalie wrote on her Facebook Page: “When given the opportunity to 
educate on T1, we take it.  When we can help out fellow T1 families, we do 
it. If we help just one person, we succeeded.  

“Groton is a fantastic community that I am proud to say I was I raised 
in. The way they come together to support one another is second to none.  

“I hope “Lights out on Type 1 Diabetes” tonight was a huge success and 
I’m so honored to have been part of it.”

The following is the transcript read by Natalie at the Mobridge-
Pollock Lights Out on Diabetes event

Let me introduce three Type 1 Diabetic WARRIORS who are currently 
enrolled in the Groton Area School District 

Rylee Dunker (1/19/15) * McKenna Tietz (10/23/17) * Brody DeHoet 
(5/11/18)

I’m going to get back to these three in a minute ….. 
I am Natalie Casanova and fellow 1998 Groton High School Graduate.  I 

want to thank Lindsey, Lindsey and Tasha for asking me to be here tonite 
to give you a brief overview on Type 1 Diabetes.  I have two children who 
are both diabetics.  Trey was diagnosed in March of 2016 at age 4.  Delanie 
was diagnosed December 2018 at age 10. 

So What is Type 1 Diabetes?  Type 1 occurs when the pancreas stops 
producing insulin which is a hormone that regulates blood sugar. There is 
no known cause, but illness and genetics are thought to play a part.  I also 
want to mention that insulin is the ONLY thing that keeps a diabetic alive.  A 
person with Type 1 Diabetes must inject insulin multiple times a day. Insulin 
is NOT a cure, but without insulin, they die. 

Some quick T1D Facts: Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune disease; it is 
NOT caused by eating too much sugar or from lack of exercise; over 80 
people are diagnosed every day with 40 of those being children; anyone of 
any age can be diagnosed; you do not outgrow type 1 diabetes; there is 
no way to prevent it and it is not contagious; there is no cure/it doesn’t go 
away … it’s for life; Type 1 diabetics can do anything and can eat anything; 
and last Type 1 diabetes is not the same as Type 2.

The most common question I get is “how did you know” so here are some 
warning signs to look for:  unquenchable thirst; frequent urination; sudden 
bed-wetting; unexplained weight loss; hungry all the time; fruity smelling 
breath; blurry vision; stomach pains; fatigue; nausea/vomiting and sometimes 
rapid breathing.  If your child is showing any signs like I just mentioned, 
please ask your family doctor to do a simple urine test and finger poke to 
check their blood sugar to rule out diabetes.  T1D is often mis-diagnosed 
as the stomach flu, UTI or Strep Throat.

How do you manage Type 1?? Living with T1D is a full-time job.  It’s 
24/7/365.  No days off.  One must check blood sugar levels several times a 
day either via a finger poke or some wear a Continuous Glucose Monitor.  It’s 
carefully calculating the insulin dosage based on your foods/activity/stress/
health and injecting with a needle or by an insulin pump.  No two days are 
the same and no two diabetics are the same.  It’s hard work and those living 
with T1D are what we call … warriors.  

So getting back to these three warriors … despite living with an incurable 
disease, they all participate in activities that they excel at.  From football, 
volleyball, soccer, track, basketball and more – they don’t let T1D hold 
them back.  They have had to learn to be diligent in their diabetic care on 
top of everything else their sport demands of them.  You might see them 
grabbing sugar or even injecting some inulin on the bench, but make no 
mistake, those are not signs of weakness … those are signs of strength.  To 
fight the fight every day and never give up makes them heros.  As a T1D 
parent myself, I would be remiss if I didn’t ask for a round of applause for 
the moms/dads/siblings of these three kids because I know what it takes to 
be a T1D parent and the toll it takes on the entire family.  Your children are 
blessed to have such a great support system not only at home, but within 
the Groton Community.  

If anyone has any questions or would like to discuss T1D further, I would 
love to visit with you.

Groton Area boys pull out thriller win 
over Mobridge-Pollock

Groton Area overcame a game-long deficit and rallied at the end from the free 
throw to line to edge past Mobridge-Pollock in boys’ basketball action, 57-54. It 
was part of a double header played in Groton on Saturday.

Mobridge-Pollock jumped out to a 4-0 lead and held a 14-point advantage at one 
point at 25-22. Mobridge-Pollock led at the end of the first quarter, 16-6. Groton 
Area closed to within three at halftime, 29-26, but Mobridge-Pollock would regain 
a 10-point lead, 39-29. Mobridge-Pollock led at the end of the third quarter, 42-35. 
Groton Area rallied to tied the game at 43 with 5:40 left in the game and then took 
its first lead with 3:22 left at 44-43. A minute later, Mobridge-Pollock was back 
on top, 47-44. Groton Area took the lead with 1:29 left, 49-47.  Groton Area had 
a four-point lead, 54-50, but Caden Halsey of Mobridge-Pollock was fouled while 
attempting a three-pointer, he made all three free throws and it was 54-53 with 
10 seconds left in the game. Mobridge-Pollock would foul and Groton Area made 
just enough free throws for the win, 57-54.

In the fourth quarter, Groton Area was 12 of 17 from the free throw line and 
Mobridge-Pollock was eight of 15.

Brodyn DeHoet led the Tigers with 21 points, 14 rebounds, three assists and 
three seals. Kaden Kurtz had 14 points and two assists. Cade Guthmiller had eight 
points, three rebounds, three assists, one steal and one block. Jonathan Doeden 
had six points, four rebounds and one assist. Lane Tietz had five points and one 
steal. Isaac Smith made a three-pointer, Austin Jones had two rebounds and one 
steal, Tristan Traphagen had one assist and Jayden Zak had one block.

Groton Area made nine of 17 field goals, six of 17 three-pointers and 21 of 32 
free throws off of Mobridge-Pollock’s 24 team fouls, had 23 rebounds, 12 turnovers, 
10 assists, six steals and two block shots.

Mobridge-Pollock made 19 of 39 field goals for 49 parent and was 13 of 20 
from the line for 65 percent off of Groton Area’s 16 team fouls. Zane Reinert led 
Mobridge-Pollock with 13 points followed by Caden Halsey with 11, Cayden Eise-
mann 10, Reese Cerney six, Bryston Geohring six, Trace Cerney five and Braden 
Goehring three.

Groton Area won the junior varsity game, 38-30. Scoring for Groton Area: Chan-
dler Larson 9, Lane Tietz 8, Isaac Smith 6, Tate Larson 4, Wyatt Hearnen 3, Jayden 
Zak 3, Tristan Traphagen 3, Lucas Simons 2.

Scoring for Mobridge-Pollock: Uriah Sitting Dog 12, Gavin Reinert 5, Brady Bauer 
4, Ashton Pfitzer 4, Caelan McCollam 4, Kobe Good Shield 1.

The Lady Tigers lost a hard fought game that was near the opposite of the boy’s 
game. Groton Area led for most of the game and held a 14-point lead at one point, 

24-10. Groton Area led after the first quarter, 12-8, and at half time at 28-17. The 
game was tied at 34 at the end of the third quarter. Groton Area had a 39-37 lead, 
but then could not score any more points and Mobridge-Pollock the last nine points 
of the game for the win, 46-39.

Alyssa Thaler led Groton Area with nine points, four rebounds, three assists and 
two steals. Allyssa Locke had six points, three rebounds, two assists and one steal. 
Kaycie Hawkins had six points, five rebounds, one assist and one steal. Madeline 
Fliehs had six points, three rebounds, one assist and one steal. Gracie Traphagen 
had five points, 11 rebounds, one assist and one block. Trista Keith had four points, 
three rebounds and two assists. Brooke Gengerke had three points, three rebounds 
and one assist. Maddie Bjerke had one rebound.

Groton Area made 11 of 27 field goals for 41 percent, four of 25 three-pointers 
for 16 percent and was five of eight from the line for 63 percent off of Mobridge-
Pollock’s seven team fouls. Groton Area had 33 rebounds, 14 turnovers, 11 assists, 
five steals, 17 team fouls and one block shot.

Mobridge-Pollock made 16 of 41 field goals for 39 percent and was nine of 14 
from the line and had 14 turnovers.

Megan Zahn led Mobridge-Pollock with 13 points followed by Landyn Henderson 
with eight, Mariah Goehring and Maya Nobles each had six, Heidi Olson five, Emily 
Hatzenbuhler three and Emma Keller and Keena DeMarrias each had two points.

Mobridge-Pollock won the junior varsity game, 32-13. Maddie Bjerke had six points 
for Groton Area while Carly Guthmiller, Madeline Fliehs and Marlee Tollifson each 
had two and Trista Keith had one.

Mobridge-Pollock was led by Mariah Goehring with nine points followed by Maya 
Nobles with five, Brooklynn Vogel and Keena DeMarrias with four each, Draeya 
Halsey three, Katy Kemnitz, Madison Ross and Emma Keller each had two points 
and Heidi Olson added a free throw.

All four games were broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM.
The two varsity games were sponsored by Allied Climate Professionals, Blocker 

Construction,Groton Dairy Queen, Jark Real Estate, John Sieh Agency, Milbrandt 
Enterprises and Tyson DeHoet Trucking.

The boys junior varsity game was sponsored by Olson Development and the girls 
junior varsity game was sponsored by Ronayne Law Office.

The boys will be hosting Aberdeen Roncalli on Monday with a C game starting at 
5:15 p.m. The girls will travel to Webster Area on Tuesday with the junior varsity 
game starting at 6:30 p.m.

The Lady Tigers fall to 6-11 on the season while Mobridge-Pollock goes to 8-7. 
The Groton Area boys got to 13-3 while Mobridge-Pollock falls to 11-4.

- Paul Kosel


