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OPEN:OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers and 

aluminum cans. 

Paul Karst and Jerry Locke 
were carrying on a conver-
sation at half time while 
their sons coached opposing 
teams. Paul’s son, Dan Karst, 
is the head coach for Sisse-
ton. Jerry’s son, Matt, is the 
head coach for Groton Area. 
Also pictured is Peggy Locke. 
The Lockes and the Karsts 
have been close friends for 
decades. Paul and Jerry’s 
dad, Erv Locke, Jr., used to 
coach the Legion Baseball 
team in Groton. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Sisseton girls run past Groton Area

Sisseton girls came to Groton on Thursday and went home with 
a 51-33 win over Groton Area. The Tigers started out with a good 
first quarter, making three three-pointers and taking a 12-9 lead at 
the end of the first quarter.

In the first quarter, Groton Area made four of nine field goals for 
44 percent and Sisseton was four of 15 for 27 percent.

Then during the next two quarter, the Redmen outscored Groton 
Area at one point, 30-1. It was 32-16 at half time and 41-24 at the 
end of the third quarter.

Groton Area was one of nine in the second quarter for 11 percent, 
three of 14 in the third quarter for 21 percent and four of 14 in the 
fourth quarter for 29 percent. Sisseton was nine of 14 in the second 
quarter for 64 percent, four of seven in the second quarter for 57 
percent and three of 10 in the third quarter for 30 percent.

Gracie Traphagen led the Tigers with nine points followed by Alyssa 
Thaler with eight, Brooke Gengerke had five, Allyssa Locke and Kacie 
Hawkins each had four, Madeline Fliehs had two points and Trista 
Keith added one point.

Lexus RedThunder led the Redmen with 22 points. Kellie Karst 
scored all 11 of her points in the first half. Hailey Nelson added eight 

points while Hannah 
Goodhart had seven, 
Taryn Yammirino had two and Ayianna Chanku added a free 
throw.

Groton Area was four of 10 from the line for 40 percent off 
of Sisseton’s 13 team fouls. Sisseton was six of 11 from the 
line for 55 percent off of Groton Area’s 10 team fouls with 
Traphagen fouling out with 2:15 left in the game.

Sisseton had 12 turnovers, four of which were steals. Gro-
ton Area had 13 turnovers, six of which were steals. Sisseton 
commanded the boards, 33-15, with Brooke Gengerke and 
Allyssa Locke each having five rebounds and Sisseton was 
led by RedThunder with 13 and Nelson with 10. Traphagen 
had one block.

Sisseton won the junior varsity game, 36-17. Trista Keith, 
Madeline Fliehs and Emma Schinkel each had four points 
while Anna Fjeldheim had three and Carly Guthmiller two.

- Paul Kosel

Allyssa Locke
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Alyssa Thaller (23) and Trista Keith.
(Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Groton City Council Meeting Agenda

January 21, 2020 – 7:00pm
Groton Community Center

1.	 Public Comments - pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1
(Public Comments will offer the opportunity for anyone not listed on the agenda to speak to the council. 

Speaking time will be limited to 3 minutes. No action will be taken on questions or items not on the agenda.) 

2.	 Minutes

3.	 Bills

4.	 December Finance Report

5.	 Election reminder – Petition circulation may begin January 31st, and must be submitted by Febru-
ary 28th 

6.	 Executive session personnel & legal 1-25-2 (1) & (3)

7.	 Ward 3 Board Member Resignation

8.	 Adjournment 
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Yesterday’s Groton Weather Graphs
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Upcoming Events

Tuesday, January 21, 2020
Basketball Double Header with Ipswich in Groton. (Girls JV at 4 p.m., Boys JV at 5 p.m., Girls Varsity at 

6 p.m., Boys Varsity to follow)
7 p.m.: City Council meeting at the Groton Community Center
Thursday, January 23, 2020
3:00pm: Junior High Boys Basketball Game at Aberdeen Roncalli
5:00pm: Wrestling Quad at Clark.
6:30pm: Boys Basketball at Roncalli
Friday, January 24, 2020
Speech Fiesta Debate at Watertown High School
Saturday, January 25, 2020
Speech Fiesta Debate at Watertown High School
Robotics at GHS Gymnasium
10:00am: Boys Junior High Jamboree at GHS (rescheduled from 1-18-20)
10:00am: Wrestling Tournament at Arlington
Sunday, January 26, 2020
Carnival of Silver Skates at 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
2:00pm- 6:00pm: Open Gym at GHS Arena
2:00-4:00 PM Grades JK-8 (Students must be accompanied by an adult) 4:00-6:00 PM Grades 6-12
Monday, January 27, 2020
Boys Basketball at Northwestern (combined junior high game at 4 p.m., Junior Varsity game at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by the varsity game)
6:00pm: Junior High Wrestling Tournmanet at Redfield
Tuesday, January 28, 2020
6:30pm: Girls’ Basketball at Clark/Willow Lake (at Clark School)
Thursday, January 30, 2020
4:00pm: Northeast Conference Wrestling at Britton-Hecla School

https://livestream.com/accounts/16049453/events/8969010
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Johnson’s 90th 
Birthday

Ella Johnson is cele-
brating her 90th birth-
day on Jan. 21st.  Cards 
may be sent to her at 
903 N 2nd St, Groton, SD 
57445. Family requests 
no gifts.
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Southerly breezes will bring milder air back into the region today and Wednesday. Conditions are ex-
pected to be dry, although a chance of light snow enters the picture Wednesday night across the west 
and southern parts of the state.
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Today in Weather History  

January 21, 1999: Widespread dense fog and freezing drizzle created treacherous driving conditions 
across part of northeast South Dakota from the evening of the 21st to around noon on the 22nd. The 
freezing drizzle ended in the early morning hours of the 22nd. As a result, slippery conditions developed, 
especially across Hamlin, Deuel, and Codington counties. Many vehicles slid into the ditch. There were a 
few accidents resulting in minor injuries. Numerous activities were canceled the evening of the 21st and 
many schools had delayed starts on the 22nd.

1985: Jacksonville, Florida recorded its all-time record low of 7 degrees. Macon, Georgia had its coldest 
day ever with a temperature of 6 degrees.  It was the coldest Inauguration day in history as President 
Reagan is sworn in for a second term during cold and winds that resulted in wind chill readings of 30 
degrees below zero. Because of the bitter cold temperatures, many of the outdoor Inauguration events 
were cancelled and President Reagan was sworn in the Capitol Rotunda.

1999: A major tornado outbreak occurred from southwest into central and northeast Arkansas during 
the afternoon and evening. In the Little Rock Area, 30 tornadoes tracked across 15 counties. Homes and 
businesses were damaged or destroyed in areas like Little Rock, Beebe, McRae, and in areas farther north 
and east. Eight deaths resulted from the tornadoes with 140 to 150 injuries also reported.

1863 - A severe coastal storm dropped heavy rain on the Fredericksburg area of Virginia. It disrupted a 
Union Army offensive in an ill famed “mud march.” (David Ludlum)

1982 - The second of two major snowstorms to hit southern Minnesota came to an end. Minneapolis 
received 20 inches of snow in 24 hours to break the previous record of 17 inches in 24 hours established 
just a few days earlier. A record 38 inches of snow covered the ground following the two storms, with 
drifts ten feet high. (David Ludlum)

1985 - Three days of snow squalls at Buffalo NY finally came to an end. The squalls, induced by relatively 
warm water in Lake Erie, produced 34 inches of snow at the International Airport, with up to 47 inches 
reported in the suburbs of Buffalo. The New York “blizzard of ‘85” left many counties disaster areas. (19th-
21st) (Weather Channel) (Storm Data) President Reagan was sworn in for a second term in the coldest 
Inauguration Ceremony of record. Cold and wind resulted in wind chill readings as much as 30 degrees 
below zero. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

1987 - Low pressure over Minnesota produced high winds in the Northern Plains Region. Winds gusted to 
66 mph at Rapid City SD, and reached 70 mph at Belle Fourche SD. (National Weather Summary) (Storm 
Data)

1988 - High pressure over northern Nevada and low pressure off the coast of southern California com-
bined to produce high winds in the southwestern U.S. Wind gusts in the San Francisco area reached 70 
mph at Fremont. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Cold and snow prevailed in the northeastern U.S. Up to 13 inches of snow was reported between 
Woodford and Searsburg in Vermont. Montpelier VT reported a wind chill reading of 42 degrees below 
zero. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1990 - Unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the state of Florida. Eight cities reported record high 
temperatures for the date, including West Palm Beach with a reading of 86 degrees. Rain in southern New 
England changed to freezing rain, then to sleet, and then to heavy snow during the late morning. Most 
of Massachusetts was blanketed with 6 to 10 inches of snow. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 1.9 °F at 3:45 PM
Low Temp: -13.9 °F at 8:00 AM
Wind: 24 mph at 11:00 PM
Snow

Today’s Info
Record High: 57° in 1942, 1900
Record Low: -31° in 1949
Average High: 23°F 
Average Low: 1°F 
Average Precip in Jan.: 0.32
Precip to date in Jan.: 0.35
Average Precip to date: 0.32
Precip Year to Date: 0.35
Sunset Tonight: 5:24 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:05 a.m.
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SAY IT ISN’T SO

A deacon phoned his pastor who was on vacation in a distant city. When he answered the call, the 
deacon blurted out, “Pastor, a cyclone just came through our county and destroyed my house and barn.”

“I’m not surprised,” replied his pastor. Then he continued, “The punishment for unconfessed sin is inevi-
table! Sooner or later, God will judge all sin and sinners!”

“But Pastor,” continued the deacon, “it destroyed your house as well.”

“It did?” exclaimed the pastor. “The ways of the Lord are past human understanding.”

There are times when it is difficult to offer love and kindness to those whom we feel do not deserve it. 
Our responses to another person’s trials and tragedies, unfortunately and often, come from a distorted 
view of God’s love. We are inclined to look at what happens to others from a normal, distorted, human 
response and believe that “they got what they deserved.”

When we realize the loving kindness of God to us and His blessings on us, and then realize how unde-
serving we are of anything and everything, perhaps we may begin to see things differently. If God does 
not withhold anything good from us, we should treat others the same!

Prayer: Lord, may we look at others the way You look at us – with love, care and compassion. May we 
realize that we are all equal when we stand before You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: 1 Corinthians 16:14 And do everything with love.
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2020 Groton SD Community Events

• 01/26/2020 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 04/04/2020 Groton Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. Sharp (Saturday a week be-

fore Easter Weekend)
• 04/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 04/26/2020 Father/Daughter dance.
• 05/02/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/25/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
• 06/8-10/2020 St. John’s VBS
• 06/19/2020 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 07/04/2020 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
  Groton Hosting State B American Legion Baseball Tournament
• 07/12/2020 Summer Fest/Car Show
• 07/31-08/04/2020 State American Legion Baseball Tournament in Groton
• 09/12/2020 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Sat. after Labor Day)
• 10/10/2020 Pumpkin Fest
• 10/31/2020 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/14/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Annual Turkey Party (Saturday closest 

to Veteran’s Day)



Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 203 ~ 12 of 59

Groton Daily Independent

Six pets died in Sioux Falls mobile home fire 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — No one was injured, but six pets died in a fire at a mobile home in Sioux Falls. 
Fire officials say the home was fully engulfed when firefighters arrived Monday afternoon. 
Residents of the home evacuated before firefighters arrived. 
The Argus Leader says crews had the fire under control within 15 minutes, but firefighters stayed on 

scene for an additional five hours knocking down hot spots. 
Four dogs and two ferrets died in the fire. The cause is under investigation. 

Monday’s Scores
By The Associated Press

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bennett County 58, Colome 37
Chamberlain 68, Bon Homme 41
Lemmon 73, Rapid City Christian 49
Mobridge-Pollock 74, Standing Rock, N.D. 40
Platte-Geddes 54, Gregory 40
Tea Area 76, Aberdeen Roncalli 41
Timber Lake 64, Bison 14
Viborg-Hurley 61, Howard 29
Walthill, Neb. 68, Flandreau Indian 48
West Central 60, Hamlin 57
West Sioux, Iowa 86, Dakota Valley 73
281 Conference Tournament=
First Round=
Highmore-Harrold 56, Wessington Springs 51
Iroquois 55, Sunshine Bible Academy 54, OT
Sanborn Central/Woonsocket 55, James Valley Christian 40
DVC Tournament=
First Round=
Arlington 77, Deubrook 41
Colman-Egan 68, Elkton-Lake Benton 58
Dell Rapids St. Mary 60, Oldham-Ramona/Rutland 47
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Beresford 57, Madison 45
Bon Homme 48, Chamberlain 46
Canistota 51, Freeman Academy/Marion 15
Dakota Valley 42, West Sioux, Iowa 39
Flandreau Indian 74, Walthill, Neb. 34
Herreid/Selby Area 55, South Border, N.D. 30
Howard 63, Viborg-Hurley 57
Mitchell Christian 43, Jones County 36
Potter County 52, Northwestern 29
Tri-State, N.D. 64, Wilmot 33
Tripp-Delmont/Armour 41, Colome 36
281 Conference Tournament=

News from the
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First Round=
Sanborn Central/Woonsocket 53, Iroquois 27
Wolsey-Wessington 41, James Valley Christian 38
Hanson Corn Palace Classic=
Bridgewater-Emery 66, Langford 48
Corsica/Stickney 54, White River 47
Ethan 54, Faulkton 30
Parkston 44, Hamlin 35
Sioux Falls Christian 58, Sioux Valley 39
St. Thomas More 57, McCook Central/Montrose 55
Winner 59, Lennox 54
Panhandle Conference Tournament=
Edgemont 44, Hemingford, Neb. 31
___
Some high school basketball scores provided by Scorestream.com, https://scorestream.com/

Girl’s Basketball Polls
By The Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The South Dakota Sportswriters Association high school girl’s poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records, total points and last week’s ranking.

Class AA
Rank-School	 FPV	 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. O’Gorman	 (18)	 8-0	 90	 1
2. Rapid City Stevens	 -	 10-0	 72	 2
3. Brandon Valley	 -	 10-0	 54	 3
4. Rapid City Stevens	 -	 4-2	 32	 5
5. Washington	 -	 4-3	 20	 4
Others receiving votes: Rapid City Central 2.
Class A
Rank-School	 FPV	 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Winner	 (14)	 9-0	 85	 1
2. Lennox	 (3)	 10-0	 75	 2
3. St Thomas More	(1)	 8-0	 55	 3
4. Crow Creek	 -	 9-0	 36	 5
5. Roncalli	 -	 9-1	 8	 RV
Others receiving votes: McCook Central/Montrose 6, Red Cloud 3, Flandreau 1, West Central 1.
Class B
Rank-School	 FPV	 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Corsica-Stickney	(17) 9-0	 89	 1
2. De Smet	(1)	 9-0	 69	 2
3. Ethan	 -	 7-0	 54	 3
4. White River	 -	 7-1	 34	 4
5. Castlewood	 -	 7-2	 15	 5
Others receiving votes: Langford Area 6, Faulkton 3.
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Boy’s Basketball Polls

By The Associated Press
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The South Dakota Sportswriters Association high school boy’s poll, with first-

place votes in parentheses, records, total points and last week’s ranking.
Class AA
Rank-School	 FPV	 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Yankton	 (10)	 7-2	 78	 2
2. Huron (5)	 (5)	 6-1	 68	 3
3. O’Gorman	 (3)	 7-2	 59	 4
4. Brandon Valley	 -	 7-2	 47	 1
5. Roosevelt	 -	 5-3	 13	 5
Others receiving votes: : Rapid City Central 2, Sioux Falls Lincoln 2, Rapid City Stevens 1.
Class A
Rank-School	 FPV	 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. St. Thomas More	 (18)	 8-0	 90	 1
2. Sioux Falls Christian	 -	 7-1	 69	 2
3. Sioux Valley	 -	 9-0	 55	 3
4. Dakota Valley	 -	 8-1	 34	 4
5. Lennox	 -	 8-1	 13	 5
Others receiving votes: Crow Creek 7, Tiospa Zina 1, Groton Area 1.
Class B
Rank-School	 FPV	 Rcd	 TP	 Pvs
1. Viborg-Hurley	 (15)	 6-0	 87	 1
2. De Smet	(2)	 6-1	 69	 2
3. White River	 (1)	 8-0	 58	 3
4. Lyman	 -	 8-1	 27	 5
5. Howard	 -	 7-1	 9	 NR
Others receiving votes: Aberdeen Christian 6, Dell Rapids St. Mary 4, Canistota 4, Hanson 3, Arlington 

2, Freeman Academy/Marion

South Dakotans fear a wet spring will lead to more flooding
Associated Press undefined

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Weather data indicates the flood risk is high in South Dakota this spring fol-
lowing widespread floods and record precipitation last year in the state.

After a wet fall, rivers and the ground are already saturated with water, said Mike Gillispie, a state cli-
matologist for the National Weather Service. If the trend continues through the winter and spring, it could 
spell another year of flooding, he told KELO-TV. 

“Our biggest fear is big rains for us, we don’t need any more snow, the rest of the way; realistically, we 
probably don’t need any rain until the Fourth of July,” said Darren Ihnen, a farmer from Hurley.

Ihnen has suffered flooding two years in a row and was not able to plant his fields last year. The state 
led the nation in unplanted farmland in 2019 with nearly 4 million acres left without a crop.

Persistent floods damaged his home so badly that the mold made his wife sick. They made the difficult 
decision to tear the structure down and start over. They are living in two small cabins while their new 
home is built

According to the National Weather Service, several rivers, including the James and Big Sioux, are at risk 
of flooding. Gillespie said the water table, rivers, and soil moisture are all higher than normal. The risk for 
flooding will only increase in the spring due to rain and snow melt.

“We don’t have any room to store any water right now as we head into the spring,” Gillispie said.
Many residents are still recovering from last year’s extreme weather. Damaged roads could become even 
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worse if flooding hits again this spring. The state received four presidential disaster declarations last year, 
in addition to the Oglala Sioux Tribe receiving one for storms and flooding.

Gillespie said the amount of precipitation in the last two years is unlike anything on record.

South Dakota park and rec revenue declines 
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota state parks and recreation areas brought in less revenue in 2019 

compared to the prior year. 
Final numbers from the state Game, Fish and Parks Commission show fewer paid visitors and campers. 

Revenue dropped 4% overall.
Parks division Al Nedved attributes the attendance downturn to rain and flooding last season. Many state 

campgrounds saw declines, including the lower Francis Case area which was off 59 percent. 
KELO-TV reports sales of hunting and fishing licenses were down in 2019. 

Army Corps studying weather network to help control flooding
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — The Army Corps of Engineers is studying the possible construction of an $11.1 

million network of weather stations to improve flood control across the Upper Missouri River Basin, of-
ficials said.

Stations are being upgraded for proof of concept in Bozeman at Montana State University and in Sheri-
dan, Wyoming, and Brookings, South Dakota, The Billings Gazette reports.

After the systems and equipment demonstrate their capability, Corps officials propose installing 360 
similar stations at a cost of more than $31,000 each.

There are about 180 existing sites collecting weather data for the Upper Missouri River Basin, officials said.
The details of the study are contained in a draft environmental assessment of updates to the three soil 

moisture and plains snowpack monitoring stations.
The proposed expansion was triggered by the 2011 flood on the Missouri River, which the the U.S. 

Geological Survey called the “largest volume of flood waters since the initiation of record-keeping in the 
19th century.”

The high runoff levels from snowpack and rainfall stressed the reservoir system’s capacity to control 
flood waters and allowed extensive damage along the river, the survey said.

The reservoir system is made up of six dams, including Fort Peck Dam in Montana and Lake Sakakawea 
in North Dakota.

Sex offender agrees to plead guilty to enticing girl
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Court records show a convicted sex offender plans to plead guilty to enticing 

an 11-year-old Rapid City girl by sending her explicit messages and photos. 
The agreement with prosecutors has John Carl Sanders entering a guilty plea to enticing a minor using 

the internet as a registered sex offender. 
The Rapid City Journal says the crime carries a mandatory minimum of 20 years in prison and a maxi-

mum of life in prison. He’s also agreed to pay restitution. 
Federal prosecutors have agreed to drop a second count of sexually exploiting a minor. 
Court documents say Sanders, then 45, communicated with the girl in December 2018 using Skout, an 

app used for dating and finding friends.
Sanders sent the girl explicit images of himself and asked her to do the same, the document says. 



Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 203 ~ 16 of 59

Groton Daily Independent
As coronavirus spreads, anxiety rises in China and overseas

By EMILY WANG, DAKE KANG and YANAN WANG Associated Press
WUHAN, China (AP) — Face masks sold out and temperature checks at airports and train stations became 

the new norm as China strove Tuesday to control the outbreak of a new coronavirus that has reached 
four other countries and territories and threatens to spread further during the Lunar New Year travel rush.

Anxiety grew both at home and abroad after Chinese government expert Zhong Nanshan confirmed 
fears on state television late Monday that the virus can spread from human to human. 

Six people have died and 291 have been infected in China, the National Health Commission said Tuesday.
The stock prices of some companies that sell masks rose Tuesday, but markets fell in much of Asia as 

investors worried about the potential impact on tourism and the economy.
Concerned about a global outbreak similar to SARS, another coronavirus that spread from China to more 

than a dozen countries in 2002-2003, numerous nations have adopted screening measures for travelers from 
China, especially those arriving from Wuhan, the central city where the virus appears to have originated.

Guards at Wuhan’s airport pointed electronic thermometers at travelers. Several online retailers were 
sold out of masks, which were being sold for more than 10 times their original price. Users of the popular 
Weibo social media platform urged others to wash their hands and stay home.

Outside the Wuhan Medical Treatment Center, where many of the coronavirus patients are receiving care, 
several workers were dressed in full-body biohazard suits, supplemented by goggles, masks and plastic 
wrapped around their shoes.

While many wore masks in Wuhan, streets were far from deserted and people appeared to be carrying 
on with their regular activities.

“I’m not that worried,” said Helen Cao, a Wuhan resident who was shopping on a downtown avenue 
lined with stores and full of pedestrians. Like many in the city, she began wearing a mask after hearing 
Zhong’s assessment of human-to-human transmission.

“Maybe people from other places are more concerned about our health, but (Wuhan) locals actually 
are continuing to eat, go out and take strolls, go clubbing at night,” Cao said. “Everything’s very normal, 
everyone’s just wearing masks, nothing more.”

Initial symptoms of the new coronavirus include fever, cough, tightness of the chest and shortness of 
breath.

The first cases late last month were connected to a seafood market, and transmission was thought to be 
occurring from animals to humans. Authorities previously had not confirmed human-to-human transmission.

In addition to 258 cases in Wuhan, more than 20 have been diagnosed in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong 
province in the south and Zhejiang in the east. Four cases have been confirmed overseas among Chinese 
travelers in South Korea, Japan and Thailand. A Taiwanese businesswoman who just returned from Wuhan 
tested positive for the virus, Taiwan’s Centers for Disease Control reported Tuesday. 

Fifteen medical workers have also tested positive for the virus, the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission 
said. 

Two cases in Guangdong were people who had not visited Wuhan but fell ill after family members re-
turned from there. Zhong cited those as evidence the disease had spread between humans.

Australia, Japan, South Korea and the U.S. were among the countries increasing airport screenings. 
Three weekly direct flights from Wuhan to Sydney will be met by border security and biosecurity staff for 
assessments, chief Australian medical officer Brendan Murphy told reporters.

“Please take every possible precaution,” Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe instructed the health min-
ister and other government departments.

The coronavirus family includes those that cause the common cold, but some found in bats, camels and 
other animals have evolved into more severe illnesses like SARS, or severe acute respiratory syndrome, 
and MERS, Middle East respiratory syndrome. 

The possibility the virus can be transmitted between people increases the chances it could spread faster 
and more widely. The Chinese government has estimated people will make around 3 billion trips during 
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the Lunar New Year travel season, but some social media users have said they may stay home due to 
concern about the virus.

In his first public remarks on the illness, Chinese President Xi Jinping instructed government departments 
to promptly release information on the virus and deepen international cooperation.

When SARS began infecting people in southern China, the Chinese government initially tried to conceal 
the severity of the epidemic, which ended up killing nearly 800 people. The cover-up was exposed by a 
high-ranking physician.

Gabriel Leung, dean of medicine at the University of Hong Kong, said Chinese authorities have responded 
much more quickly this time.

“Our underlying assumptions are the force of infection is very different now ... because so many public 
health measures have been undertaken and so many interventions have been executed,” Leung told re-
porters at a briefing.

Leung, who was heavily involved in the response to SARS, said modeling shows that cases will multiply 
over the coming weeks but the outbreak will gradually lose momentum as precautions take effect.

For the moment, the new coronavirus appears to be far less lethal than SARS. 
“Based on current information, an animal source seems the most likely primary source of this outbreak 

with limited human-to-human transmission occurring between close contacts,” World Health Organization 
spokesman Tarik Jasarevic said at a briefing.

“Based on current data, some new cases seem to experience milder diseases which is within the milder 
end of the spectrum of symptoms caused by respiratory illnesses,” Jasarevic said.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said Wuhan is controlling the flow of people entering 
and leaving the city.

“In order to tackle the Wuhan epidemic, China has taken rigorous measures and adopted a comprehensive 
plan,” Geng told reporters at a regular briefing. “We will resolutely contain the spread of the epidemic.”

Surgical masks were mandatory Tuesday at Beijing United Family Hospital, where all visitors had their 
temperatures taken at the entrance.

At one pharmacy in Shanghai, a shopkeeper named Liu Zhuzhen said more than 100 people had bought 
masks by midday. They were already sold out despite having recently been restocked.

3M, an American brand popular in China for anti-pollution masks, was sold out of masks on its official 
online stores on e-commerce platforms Taobao and JD.com as of Tuesday afternoon. Other retailers were 
selling 3M masks at a markup, including for as much as 40 yuan ($7) a mask. Websites that track online 
pricing show the same masks used to sell for 3 yuan (53 cents) each.

___
Yanan Wang reported from Beijing. Associated Press journalists Moussa Moussa in Sydney, Alice Fung 

in Hong Kong and Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo, and researcher Yu Bing in Beijing contributed to this report.

Trump tells business leaders of ‘spectacular’ US economy 
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) — President Donald Trump reverted to his role as salesman Tuesday, telling a 
gathering of the world’s top businessmen in the Swiss Alps that he’s led a “spectacular” turnaround of the 
U.S. economy and encouraged them to invest in America. 

Trump addressed the annual World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, hours before his historic 
impeachment trial was to reconvene in the U.S. Senate in Washington. The two-day visit will test Trump’s 
ability to balance his anger over being impeached with a desire to project leadership on the world stage.

He reminded the audience that when he spoke here two years ago, early in his presidency, “I told you 
that we had launched the great American comeback.” 

“Today I’m proud to declare the United States is in the midst of an economic boom, the likes of which 
the world has never seen before,” the president said.

Trump’s participation in the annual gathering of political and business elites in the Alpine ski resort will 



Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 203 ~ 18 of 59

Groton Daily Independent
provide another conspicuous split-screen moment in his presidency. Asked about the impeachment trial 
before entering the hall to deliver his speech, Trump called it “disgraceful” and part of “the witch hunt 
that’s been going on for years.” 

“But we look forward to being here,” he said.
Climate issues are a main theme at this year’s forum and the phrase “Act on Climate” was written in the 

snow at the landing zone where Trump’s Marine One helicopter set down in Davos. 
Late last year, the Trump administration began pulling the U.S. out of the landmark 2015 Paris climate 

agreement signed by nearly 200 nations. Under the deal, each country sets goals to curb emissions of 
heat-trapping gasses that lead to climate change. Trump has called the Paris accord an unfair economic 
burden to the U.S. economy.

In an apparent nod to concerns about climate change,  Trump announced that the U.S. will join the 
economic forum’s initiative to plant 1 trillion trees across the globe. The effort aims to mobilize an online 
community to boost reforestation and grow trees that can help gobble up excess carbon dioxide — often 
caused by the burning of fossil fuels. The trees initiative aims to boost spending on reforestation by busi-
ness, governments and philanthropists, according to its web site 1t.org.

Trump said the U.S. is among countries with the cleanest water and air on earth, oft-stated claims by 
the president that are contradicted by the statistics.

After decades of improvement, progress in U.S. air quality has stalled and, over the past two years, 
America had more polluted air days than just a few years earlier, according to an Associated Press analysis 
of Environmental Protection Agency data.

Trump’s claims about water are true in that the U.S. is tied with nine other countries as having the clean-
est drinking water, according to Yale University’s global Environmental Performance Index.

Trump spent much more of his approximately 30-minute speech talking about how the U.S. economy 
has performed under his leadership.

“America is thriving. America is flourishing and yes, America is winning again like never before,” Trump 
said before talking about a newly signed trade deal with China and a pending trade agreement with Mexico 
and Canada. He also spoke of record low unemployment, stock market gains and millions of people re-
moved from the welfare rolls.

Trump’s second appearance at the conference ends Wednesday when he travels back to a Washington 
that is consumed by the impeachment trial.

The Democratic-controlled House impeached the Republican president last month for abuse of power 
and obstruction of Congress after it was revealed that he had pressed Ukraine’s president to announce 
investigations into former Vice President Joe Biden, a Democrat and a Trump political rival. Trump withheld 
foreign aid that Congress had approved for the Eastern European nation and dangled the prospect of an 
Oval Office meeting as leverage.

Trump denies any wrongdoing and argues that Democrats want to remove him from office because they 
know they can’t deny him reelection in November. Trump would be forced to leave office if convicted, but 
the Republican-controlled Senate is expected to acquit him.

The White House has not named any of the business leaders Trump is set to meet with. But he is 
scheduled to hold talks Tuesday and Wednesday with the leaders of Iraq, Pakistan, Switzerland and Iraq’s 
self-governing Kurdish region, as well as the forum’s founder, the White House said.

Trump also will have his first meeting with the new European Commission president, Ursula von der 
Leyen, the first woman to hold the position. 

That meeting could be the most significant, said analyst Matt Goodman, given Trump’s many disagree-
ments with Europe over tax and trade policy, like a new digital levy by the French that will force American 
tech giants such as Amazon and Google to pay up. 

“She’s new and she’s formidable,” said Goodman, who studies international economic policy as a senior 
vice president at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 

He predicted a difficult year ahead for U.S.-EU relations. 
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Trump has smarted over the French tax, and his administration has announced plans to impose retalia-

tory tariffs of up to 100% on cheese, wine, lipstick and other French imports. France has threatened to 
fight back.

But after speaking to Trump on Monday, French President Emmanuel Macron tweeted that they had a 
“great discussion” about the digital tax and “will work together on a good agreement to avoid tariff esca-
lation.” Trump later retweeted Macron, adding the word: “Excellent!”

The U.S. has also threatened to impose retaliatory duties on $7.5 billion worth of European airplanes, 
cheese, wine and other goods in a separate dispute over subsidies for Airbus, a competitor to Chicago-
based Boeing Co. 

Trump also has sought to wring trade concessions from the EU by threatening tariffs on German autos, 
including BMW and Mercedes-Benz.

___
Follow Darlene Superville on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/dsupervilleap

Countries around world gear up response to new coronavirus
BEIJING (AP) — Countries in Asia and elsewhere have begun body temperature checks at airports, railway 

stations and along highways in hopes of catching people carrying a new coronavirus that is believed to 
have spread from Wuhan in central China and sickened more than 290 people in that country. The recent 
confirmation that the disease can spread between humans has heightened fears as millions of Chinese 
travel during the annual Lunar New Year holiday. 

The measures are part of a widening effort aimed at preventing a repeat of the 2002-2003 outbreak of 
SARS, another coronoavirus that started in China and killed nearly 800 people, paralyzed transport and 
damaged Asian economies. 

___
JAPAN
One case has been detected in Japan, and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has urged officials to step up 

quarantine checks at airports and other entry points, with many visitors from China expected to arrive 
during the Lunar New Year holiday. The number of Chinese tourists has risen steadily in recent years, with 
more than 9 million visiting last year. Japan will require visitors arriving from Wuhan to fill in health forms, 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga said. Japan confirmed its first patient last week, a man in his 30s 
who tested positive for the coronavirus after returning from Wuhan. The Ministry of Health, Labor and 
Welfare said it has tracked down 41 people who had contacts with the patient and is monitoring them. It 
says none has developed pneumonia symptoms. 

___
AUSTRALIA
Brendan Murphy, Australia’s chief medical officer, said flights from Wuhan are being met by biosecurity 

staff and by state health officials in New South Wales who are distributing pamphlets in English and Chi-
nese to all passengers describing the symptoms of the disease and asking them to identify themselves if 
they have any. Australian health officials said a man was placed in isolation in Brisbane after developing 
a respiratory illness after traveling to Wuhan but has now recovered.

___ 
UNITED STATES
The U.S. has begun screening passengers on flights from Wuhan arriving at John F. Kennedy Interna-

tional Airport, San Francisco International Airport and Los Angeles International airport — the three major 
ports of entry to the U.S. Initial screenings are expected to involve around 5,000 passengers, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control. It says it has developed a test to diagnose the new coronavirus which 
it plans to share with domestic and international partners. “Based on current information, however, the 
immediate health risk ... to the general American public is deemed to be low at this time. Nevertheless, 
CDC is taking proactive preparedness precautions,” it said.
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___
HONG KONG
The semi-autonomous Chinese city is one of the most popular destinations for mainland Chinese. Along 

with stepped-up surveillance, additional cleaning and disinfection measures have been ordered for planes 
and trains from Wuhan as well as for train stations and the airport. A lack of information and low levels 
of vigilance were blamed for Hong Kong becoming the second-hardest hit area by SARS after mainland 
China. Officials are determined not to see a replay. Acting Chief Executive Matthew Cheung on Tuesday 
said authorities are ready for a worst-case scenario and are on extremely high alert. As in much of main-
land China, Hong Kong residents favor traditional markets where live poultry and other animals are sold. 
The government health department has advised against visiting such markets or touching animals or their 
droppings. The outbreak is believed to have started at a market in Wuhan.

___
SOUTH KOREA 
South Korea, which reported its first case of the virus on Monday, has enacted strict airport monitoring 

measures. At Incheon airport near Seoul, the only airport in South Korea with direct flights from Wuhan, 
authorities have been operating two special gates for passengers from the city since Jan. 3. Officials use 
ear thermometers to check passengers’ temperatures. Since Jan. 2, airport staff have also been spraying 
disinfectant at arrival halls twice a week, up from once a week previously. Handrails of moving walkways 
and escalators, elevator buttons and doors, drinking fountains and other sensitive areas are also wiped 
with disinfectant twice a day, the airport said. In 2015, South Korea suffered an outbreak of Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome which killed 36 people and sickened nearly 200. 

___
NIGERIA
Nigeria’s government says health authorities at points of entry are on alert for cases of coronavirus ar-

riving in Africa’s most populous country. The Nigeria Center for Disease Control asked that travelers from 
Wuhan report to a medical facility and the center if they feel ill. China is Africa’s top trading partner. South 
Africa’s National Institute for Communicable Diseases said anyone with a severe respiratory illness should 
be tested if they have traveled to Wuhan within two weeks or had close physical contact with a corona-
virus patient or treatment at a facility where a confirmed case has been reported. There were more than 
200,000 Chinese workers in Africa as of the end of 2017, not including numerous informal migrants such 
as traders and shopkeepers, according to the China Africa Research Initiative at Johns Hopkins University.

___
SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA 
Singapore will expand temperature screening at Changi Airport, one of Asia’s busiest travel hubs, for all 

travelers on flights arriving from China beginning on Wednesday. The health ministry said individuals with 
pneumonia and a history of travel to Wuhan within 14 days of the onset of symptoms will be isolated in a 
hospital as a precautionary measure and investigated. Neighboring Malaysia has also beefed up screening 
at Kuala Lumpur International Airport. Deputy health Minister Lee Boon Chye, inspecting health screen-
ing at the airport Tuesday, said staff are being trained to handle possible cases. “If a case emerges, then 
we may have to take more drastic measures, but for now, we hope we can nip it at the entry point,” Lee 
told reporters.

___
BANGLADESH
Bangladesh civil aviation authorities have ordered airport managers to start screening incoming pas-

sengers from China. A.H.M. Touhid-ul Ahsan, director of the main Shahjalal International Airport, said 
doctors at the airport would look for fevers, coughs, breathing difficulties and sore throats. The country’s 
Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research will be notified of any passengers with symptoms 
for further examination, he said. 

___
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MAINLAND CHINA
China’s often secretive Communist government was blamed for making SARS far worse by initially hiding 

information and blocking the work of the World Health Organization. This time, leader Xi Jinping has led 
calls for tough measures, ordering that “party committees, governments and relevant departments at all 
levels should put people’s lives and health first.” At the airport in Wuhan, the temperatures of departing 
passengers were being checked and outbound tour groups were banned from leaving the city. Virtually 
anyone in a public role, from traffic policemen to bank tellers, along with many riding public transport 
have donned protective masks.

___
Associated Press journalists Moussa Moussa in Canberra, Australia, Kim Hyung-jin in Seoul, South Korea, 

Cara Anna in Johannesburg, South Africa, Eileen Ng in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and Mari Yamaguchi in 
Tokyo contributed to this report. 

Trump impeachment trial to begin with rules fight, long days
By LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER and ZEKE MILLER Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial is set to unfold at the Capitol, a 
contentious proceeding over whether to remove him from office for pressuring Ukraine to investigate his 
Democratic rivals and obstructing Congress’ ensuing investigation.

As the Senate reconvenes with Chief Justice John Roberts presiding, a first test will come midday Tues-
day when the session gavels open to vote on Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s proposed rules 
for debate.

More than procedure is at stake: Trump’s presidency is on the line, and the nation is deeply divided just 
weeks before the first Democratic primary presidential contests. To complicate matters, four presidential 
candidates are serving as jurors in the Senate trial, which will keep them off the campaign trail. 

On the eve of the trial, the Republican leader offered a compressed calendar for opening statements, 
just two days for each side, as Trump’s lawyers argued for swift rejection of the “flimsy” charges against 
the president and acquittal. 

“All of this is a dangerous perversion of the Constitution that the Senate should swiftly and roundly 
condemn,” the president’s lawyers wrote in their first full filing Monday. “The articles should be rejected 
and the president should immediately be acquitted.”

Democrats — as the House prosecutors practiced opening arguments well into the night on the Senate 
floor — vowed to object to a speedy trial as they pressed for fresh witnesses and documents.

Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer warned of a “cover-up” with McConnell’s plan that could lead 
to back-to-back 12-hour days.

“It’s clear Sen. McConnell is hell-bent on making it much more difficult to get witnesses and documents 
and intent on rushing the trial through,” Schumer said. He called the proposed rules a “national disgrace.” 

The first several days of the trial are expected to be tangled in procedural motions playing out on the 
Senate floor or, more likely, behind closed doors, since senators must refrain from speaking during the 
trial proceedings.

Senators are poised for only the third presidential impeachment trial in U.S. history, coming just weeks 
before the first primaries of the 2020 election, with four senators running for the Democratic nomination 
sidelined from campaigning.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, the Vermont independent, told supporters in Des Moines they’re going to have to 
“carry the ball” for him while he takes his seat in Washington. The Iowa caucuses are in less than two 
weeks.

Trump, meanwhile, is at a global conference itn Davos, Switzerland. His White House said McConnell’s 
proposed rules protect Trump’s rights to a fair trial. White House legislative affairs director Eric Ueland said 
the White House looks forward “to presenting a vigorous defense on the facts and the process as quickly 
as possible, and seeking an acquittal as swiftly as possible.”
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi will also be away for the proceedings, leading a bipartisan congressional 

delegation to Poland and Israel to commemorate the 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz at the end 
of World War II. 

House Democrats impeached the Republican president last month on two charges: abuse of power by 
withholding U.S. military aid to Ukraine as he pressed the country to investigate Democratic rival Joe Biden, 
and obstruction of Congress by refusing to cooperate with their investigation. 

The Constitution gives the House the sole power to impeach a president and the Senate the final verdict 
by convening as the impeachment court for a trial. 

The president late Monday named eight House Republicans, some of his fiercest defenders, to a special 
team tasked with rallying support beyond the Senate chamber in the court of public opinion.

McConnell is angling for a quick trial and acquittal, and with Republicans holding the Senate majority, 
the trial proposal is likely to be approved by senators in the president’s party. The Republican leader had 
promised to set rules similar to the last trial, of President Bill Clinton in 1999, but his resolution diverged 
in key ways, which may leave some senators from both parties uneasy.

After the four days of opening arguments, senators will be allowed up to 16 hours for questions to the 
prosecution and defense, followed by four hours of debate. Only then will there be votes on whether or 
not to call other witnesses.

At the end of deliberations, the Senate would then vote on each impeachment article.
Republican Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah signaled in an email message to his constituents Monday night that 

he was on board with the the resolution put forth by McConnell, even as he said the allegations against 
Trump are “extremely serious — did the President abuse his office for personal political gain, and did he 
obstruct Congress’ investigation by blocking subpoenas?”

Romney is among a small number of Republican senators who want to consider witness testimony and 
documents that weren’t part of the House impeachment investigation, but the test of their votes will likely 
come later.

With security tightening at the Capitol, the House prosecutors led by Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Adam Schiff made their way Monday through crowds of tourists in the Rotunda to tour the Senate chamber. 
The White House legal team led by Pat Cipollone and Jay Sekulow soon followed. 

Four TV monitors were set up inside the Senate chamber to show testimony, exhibits and potentially 
tweets or other social media, according to a person familiar with the matter but unauthorized to discuss 
it on the record.

In their own filing Monday, House prosecutors issued fresh demands for a fair trial. “President Trump 
asserts that his impeachment is a partisan ‘hoax.’ He is wrong,” the prosecutors wrote. 

The House Democrats said the president can’t have it both ways — rejecting the facts of the House case 
but also stonewalling congressional subpoenas for witnesses and testimony. “Senators must honor their 
own oaths by holding a fair trial with all relevant evidence,” they wrote.

The White House document released Monday says the two charges against the president don’t amount 
to impeachable offenses. It asserts that the impeachment inquiry, centered on Trump’s request that 
Ukraine’s president open an investigation into Democratic rival Biden, was never about finding the truth.

House Democrats in their initial court filing over the weekend called Trump’s conduct the “worst night-
mare” of the framers of the Constitution.

“President Donald J. Trump used his official powers to pressure a foreign government to interfere in a 
United States election for his personal political gain,” the House prosecutors wrote, “and then attempted 
to cover up his scheme by obstructing Congress’s investigation into his misconduct.” 

But Trump’s team contended Monday that even if Trump were to have abused his power in withholding 
the Ukraine military assistance, it would not be impeachable because it did not violate a specific criminal 
statute. 

No president has ever been removed from office. With its 53-47 Republican majority, the Senate is not 
expected to mount the two-thirds voted needed for conviction. Even if it did, the White House team ar-



Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 203 ~ 23 of 59

Groton Daily Independent
gues it would be an “’unconstitutional conviction’’ because the articles of impeachment were too broad.

The White House also suggests the House inquiry was lacking because it failed to investigate Biden or 
his son Hunter, who served on the board of a gas company in Ukraine while his father was vice president. 
There is no evidence of wrongdoing by either Biden. 

___
Associated Press writer Laurie Kellman contributed to this report.

Britain’s EU Journey #2: When De Gaulle said ‘non’ twice
By PAN PYLAS Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Britain officially leaves the European Union on Jan. 31 after a debilitating political period 
that has bitterly divided the nation since the 2016 Brexit referendum. 

Difficult negotiations setting out the new relationship between Britain and its European neighbors will 
continue throughout 2020. 

This series of stories chronicles Britain’s tortured relationship with Europe from the post-World War II 
years to the present. 

—-
Winston Churchill’s call in 1946 for a “ United States of Europe or whatever name or form it may take” 

started taking shape swiftly.
In 1952, the European Coal and Steel Community was founded. Its intention was to integrate the coal and 

steel industries of Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and what was then West Germany.
For Britain, imperial considerations still reigned supreme. It would stay out of the subsequent formation 

five years later of the European Economic Community, the precursor of the European Union, in 1957. The 
Treaty of Rome, which created the EEC, had grander ambitions, the establishment of a customs union 
and a single market for capital, goods, labor and services as part of a grand plan to rid Europe of war. 

With the British empire in its death throes and the British economy ailing — certainly when compared to 
the postwar boom taking place in large parts of the EEC, particularly in West Germany — it wasn’t long 
before a consensus emerged within political circles in London that Britain had “missed the bus.” 

The Conservative government of Prime Minister Harold Macmillan pushed for British membership in 
the EEC, but his ambition was thwarted by French President Charles de Gaulle. After de Gaulle vetoed 
Britain’s first bid to join in 1963, Macmillan was so distraught he confided in his diary that “all our policies 
at home and abroad are in ruins.”

De Gaulle said “non” again in 1967, this time to Britain’s Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson.
De Gaulle, who spent much of World War II in London when France was under occupation, warned his 

five EEC partners that Britain had a “deep-seated hostility” to European integration that could bring about 
the end of what was then referred to as the “common market.” He also worried that in crunch times, 
Britain would always side with the United States over its continental neighbours. 

De Gaulle’s comments certainly proved true decades later during the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, 
when Britain did side with the U.S. over its EU partners France and Germany.

It was only after de Gaulle had left the scene that Britain could finally take its place at the European 
top table. De Gaulle’s successor, French President Georges Pompidou, was far more amenable to British 
membership and by 1973 Britain finally joined the group, with all of its the main political parties in favor 
of the move.

___
Follow AP’s full coverage of Brexit and British politics at: https://www.apnews.com/Brexit
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China sentences ex-boss of Interpol to 13 years for bribes

BEIJING (AP) — China has sentenced the former president of Interpol, Meng Hongwei, to 13 years and 
six months in prison on charges of accepting more than $2 million in bribes. 

Meng was elected president of the international police organization in 2016, but his four-year term was 
cut short when he vanished after traveling to China from France in late 2018. 

Interpol was not informed and was forced to make a formal request to China for information about 
Meng’s whereabouts amid suspicion he had fallen out of political favor with Chinese President Xi Jinping. 

Meng’s wife, who remains in France with their two children, has accused Chinese authorities of lying and 
questioned whether her husband was still alive. 

Grace Meng is now suing Interpol, accusing it of failing to protect him from arrest in China and failing to 
look after his family. Meng’s lawyers last year filed a legal complaint in the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
in The Hague, Netherlands. 

In a statement sent to The Associated Press, she said Interpol “breached its obligations owed to my 
family” and “is complicit in the internationally wrongful acts of its member country, China.”

A statement Tuesday from the No. 1 Intermediary Court in the northern city of Tianjin said Meng ac-
cepted the verdict and would not appeal. In addition to his prison sentence, he was fined 2 million yuan 
($290.000) . 

It said Meng, 66, admitted he abused his position to accept 14.4 million yuan ($2.1 million) in bribes 
while serving in various offices, including as a vice minister of public security and maritime police chief, 
often in exchange for favors and using his influence with other officials.

Meng has already been fired from his positions and expelled from the Communist Party. The relatively 
light sentence was likely a result of what the court called his cooperative attitude and willingness to admit 
to and shore remorse for his crimes. 

While serving at Interpol, Meng retained his title as China’s vice minister of public security. It wasn’t 
clear when or how he had crossed Xi, who has leveraged a wide-ranging campaign against corruption at 
all levels to eliminate or intimidate political rivals. 

As a long-serving vice minister of public security, Meng served for a time under Zhou Yongkang, the 
former security chief who was sentenced to life in prison, becoming the most powerful figure to fall in 
Xi’s anti-graft campaign.

___
This story has been corrected to fix time when Meng vanished.

Thunberg slams Davos elites on climate as Trump takes stage
By PAN PYLAS Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) — Four young climate activists, including Greta Thunberg, told the elites gath-
ered at the World Economic Forum they are not doing enough to deal with the climate emergency and 
warned them that time was running out.

At a panel in the Swiss ski resort of Davos, the four said Tuesday that they hoped their generation had 
found its voice and can work with those in power to bring about the necessary change to limit climate 
change. Yet Thunberg said not enough has been done.

“We need to start listening to the science, and treat this crisis with the importance it deserves,” said 
the 17-year-old, just as U.S. President Donald Trump was arriving in Davos, where he later gave a speech. 
Trump has pulled the U.S. out of the Paris accord to limit climate change and has traded barbs with Thun-
berg on social media.

“Without treating it as a real crisis we cannot solve it,” Thunberg said.
The Swedish teenager came to fame by staging a regular strike at her school, sparking a global move-

ment that eventually earned her Time Magazine’s award as the 2019 Person of the Year.
She said that people are more aware about climate issues now. “It feels like the climate and environment 

is a hot topic now, thanks to young people pushing.”
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The others on the panel were just as forceful and passionate about the effects of global warming and 

how they, as young people, need to play a central role in raising awareness and insist on change.
“The older generation has a lot of experience, but we have ideas, we have energy, and we have solu-

tions,” said Natasha Wang Mwansa, an 18-year-old activist from Zambia who campaigns for girls’ and 
women’s rights.

Salvador Gómez-Colón, who raised funds and awareness after Hurricane María devastated his native 
Puerto Rico in 2017, said young activists are doing more than just talking.

“We’re not waiting five, 10, 20 years to take the action we want to see. We’re not the future of the world, 
we’re the present, we’re acting now. We’re not waiting any longer.”

Thunberg said the time for action was now, that being at the top of the agenda meant nothing if the 
world doesn’t get to grips with the climate emergency.

“I am not the person who can complain about not being heard. I’m being heard all the time,” she quipped. 
“But in general the science and the voice of young people is not in the center of the conversation.”

Autumn Peltier, the chief water commissioner for the Anishinabek Nation of indigenous people in Canada, 
said plaudits are not what they are looking for at the World Economic Forum.

“I don’t want your awards. If you are going to award me, award me with helping to find solutions and 
helping to make change.”

Thunberg cited a report released in 2018 by the U.N.’s science panel that calculated the amount of ad-
ditional carbon dioxide the atmosphere can absorb before global average temperature increases exceed 
1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit). Leaders agreed to try to stay below that threshold when they signed 
the 2015 Paris climate accord, but scientists warn the chances of doing so are dwindling.

Thunberg noted that the remaining carbon “budget” to confidently meet that target stood at just 420 
gigatons of CO2 two years ago, the equivalent of 10 years of global emissions. Even with a more optimistic 
calculation, keeping the global temperature rise below 1.5 C would require a massive reduction in emis-
sions over the next two decades.

“These numbers aren’t anyone’s political opinions or political views,” said Thunberg. “This is the current 
best-available science.”

___
Kirsten Grieshaber and Frank Jordans in Berlin contributed to this report.

Sharapova can’t say what’s next after Australian Open loss
By HOWARD FENDRICH AP Tennis Writer

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Her Grand Slam losing streak up to four matches, Maria Sharapova surely 
was aware questions about her future would be coming.

She wasn’t able to provide answers.
Might this have been her last trip to the Australian Open, a tournament she won in 2008 as part of a 

career Grand Slam?
“I don’t know,” Sharapova said, her head shaking and eyes looking down. “I don’t know. ... It’s tough 

for me to tell what’s going to happen in 12 months’ time.”
Might she enter low-level tournaments to try to raise a WTA ranking that once was No. 1, all those years 

ago, already was only 145th entering play at Melbourne Park and now will tumble outside of the top 350 
following a 6-3, 6-4 loss to Donna Vekic on Tuesday?

“I just don’t know,” Sharapova said. “I haven’t thought of my schedule moving forward from here yet.”
After a rainy Day 1 filled up Tuesday’s schedule so much that at least eight matches needed to be 

postponed until Wednesday, the sun was out and there was plenty of action around the grounds at the 
first Grand Slam tournament of the decade. Joining Sharapova on the way out were three-time major 
semifinalist Johanna Konta, 2019 French Open semifinalist Amanda Anisimova and the 20th-seeded man, 
Felix Auger-Aliassime.

Seeded winners included two-time major champion Simona Halep and No. 1 Rafael Nadal, who began 
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his bid to equal Roger Federer’s record of 20 Grand Slam singles titles with a 6-2, 6-3, 6-0 victory over 
Hugo Dellien.

The man Nadal beat in last year’s U.S. Open final, No. 4 Daniil Medvedev, eliminated 2019 Australian 
Open quarterfinalist Frances Tiafoe of the U.S. in four sets. Also advancing: three-time major champion 
Stan Wawrinka, two-time French Open runner-up Dominic Thiem, No. 12 Fabio Fognini, No. 16 Karen 
Khachanov and No. 23 Nick Kyrgios, an Australian who spurred tennis players to contribute funds for 
wildfire relief efforts — and inspired TV analyst John McEnroe to pony up $1,000 per set Kyrgios wins the 
rest of the way in the tournament.

This is the only time in Sharapova’s long career that the 32-year-old Russian has lost in the first round 
at three consecutive major tournaments.

Indeed, there only was one other instance of Sharapova dropping opening matches at Slams twice in 
a row: All the way back in 2003, when she was a teen and made immediate exits at the very first two 
major appearances of her career.

Hampered by right shoulder problems that have been an off-and-on issue for more than a decade, 
Sharapova is no longer the player she once was. One difficulty is simply that shoulder itself; another is 
the lack of match play because of her health. And since serving a 15-month ban after failing a drug test 
at the 2016 Australian Open, Sharapova has only reached one major quarterfinal.

She played a total of 15 matches last season, going 8-7. After a promising run to the fourth round in 
Melbourne a year ago, including a victory over reigning champion Caroline Wozniacki that was her most 
recent win against a top-20 opponent, Sharapova went 5-6 the rest of 2019.

“It’s tough to say I’m on the right track right now, 45 minutes after the match,” she said Tuesday. “But, 
I mean, there is no way to get out of it except to keep believing in yourself, because if you do do all the 
right things and you don’t believe in yourself, then that’s probably a bad formula.”

Against the 19th-seeded Vekic, who’s never been past the second round at the Australian Open, Sharapova 
appeared to be righting herself at the outset of the second set, grabbing a 4-1 lead, before ceding the 
final five games.

“She’s still hitting it as hard as I can remember,” Vekic said.
Perhaps. But Sharapova was not putting the ball where she wanted, especially on her forehand side, 

which produced 18 miscues alone — more than Vekic’s full unforced error total of 17.
“She had some amazing results in her career. You know, her work ethic is pretty amazing. I saw her 

training in the offseason and she’s really working hard,” said Vekic, who practiced with Sharapova before 
the start of the season. “So I think her results will come.”

Maybe they will.
Maybe not.
No one can know, of course. That includes Sharapova herself.
“As far as the work that I did, yeah, I did all the right things. I put in all the right work. There is no 

guarantee that even when you do all of those things, that you’re guaranteed victory in a first round or in 
the third round or in the final. That’s the name of this game,” she said. “That’s why it’s so special to be a 
champion, even for one time.”

___
More AP Tennis: https://apnews.com/apf-Tennis and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. HOW IMPEACHMENT TRIAL WILL RESUME Amid a fight over rules for debate, with Republicans push-

ing for swift proceedings and Democrats warning of a “cover-up.”
2. ‘PLEASE TAKE EVERY POSSIBLE PRECAUTION’ Anxieties grow after a Chinese government expert 

reveals that an outbreak of the new coronavirus can be spread from one person to another.
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3. TRUMP SELLS AMERICA OVERSEAS The U.S. president touts an American economic turnaround at a 

global conference in Switzerland as the Senate impeachment trial is set to resume. 
4. WHERE GOVERNMENT IS REALLOCATING OPIOID FUNDS Washington will allow states to use federal 

money earmarked for the epidemic to help growing numbers of people struggling with meth and cocaine, 
the AP learns.

5. WHITE HOUSE HOPEFULS GET HELP ON THE TRAIL Surrogates will become even more important 
this week as four senators running for president will be stuck in Washington to serve as jurors for Trump’s 
impeachment trial.

6. ‘DO NOT FORGET BUT TRY TO FORGIVE’ A unique photo exhibition is just one of the various events 
marking the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz death camp.

7. ‘WE ARE IN NO-MAN’S LAND’ Hundreds of Central American migrants are stranded on the river border 
between Guatemala and Mexico after running up against lines of Mexican National Guard troops.

8. FOR THE CURIOUS, AN OBSTRUCTED VIEW Americans who want to follow Trump’s impeachment saga 
and Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein’s rape trial through the media will find many viewing obstacles.

9. GRETA THUNBERG SCOLDS DAVOS ELITES The Swedish teenager and other activists say they hope 
their generation has found its voice and can work with those in power to bring about change to limit 
climate change.

10. SHARAPOVA SHORT ON ANSWERS AFTER AUSTRALIAN OPEN OUSTER The five-time major champion 
has lost in the first round at three consecutive Grand Slam tournaments for the first time in her career.

Buckle up: What to watch as impeachment trial takes off
By LAURIE KELLMAN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senators like to float above messy politics in what’s known by some as the digni-
fied “upper chamber,” home of Congress’ cooler heads and lofty rhetoric. 

But as a court of President Donald Trump’s impeachment, the Senate beginning Tuesday might seem 
more like the economy cabin of an oversold flight on an especially tense, mandatory work trip.

Rock star legal teams will cram the airy well of the chamber just a few feet from each other and Chief 
Justice John Roberts. Four television screens take up rarified space. Staff will snap up seats near the wall. 
A podium stands at the center aisle. 

As for phones, it’s worse than airplane mode: They are banned from the chamber. That maroons 100 
chatty senators — including four Democrats in the heat of a nomination fight — for the serious constitu-
tional business of the impeachment trial, for hours at a time. 

“I’m going to be stuck in Washington for God knows how long,” Sen. Bernie Sanders told supporters in 
Des Moines Monday night. 

What — and whom — to watch when the trial gets underway around 1 p.m. EST Tuesday:
___
GROUND RULES
But first, naturally, some talk from senators. 
The Senate opens with debate on the structure and rules of the proceedings. Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell is proposing a condensed, two-day calendar for opening arguments on the articles passed 
by the House on Dec. 18. They charge Trump with abusing power by pressuring Ukraine to help him politi-
cally, and obstructing Congress when it tried to find out what happened. 

McConnell’s ground rules are outlined in a four-page resolution that must be voted on as one of the first 
orders of business. It pushes off any votes on witnesses until later in the process, rather than up front, 
as Democrats had demanded. But McConnell’s plan on witnesses lines up with the organizing resolution 
that set the structure of President Bill Clinton’s trial in 1999.

___
DRAWING THE CURTAIN
“At all times,” according to Senate rules, a majority of senators present can vote to close the proceed-
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ings and debate in private. That would mean the cameras shut off and everyone who’s not a member of 
the Senate kicked out of the chamber until the senators choose to reopen it.

Senators did that at various points during the Clinton trial. McConnell then argued that members of the 
chamber listen to each other better in private.

___
A LONG HAUL
After the four days of opening arguments — maximum 24 hours per side — senators will be allowed up 

to 16 hours for questions to the prosecution and defense, followed by four hours of debate. Only then will 
there be votes on calling other witnesses.

Senate rules say the trial must proceed six days a week — all but Sunday — until it is resolved.
___
OFF THE TRAIL, OFF THE GRID
Watch a coterie of Democratic senators who literally would rather be somewhere else — specifically 

Iowa and New Hampshire — ahead of their party’s kickoff votes for the right to try to unseat Trump in 
the November election. 

Watch Sens. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, Bernie Sanders of Vermont, Michael Bennet of Colorado 
and Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota for signs of fatigue from flying between Washington and these places 
and coping with being off the internet for hours at a time. 

Also look for the surrogates, video calls to supporters and ads designed to give them a measure of pres-
ence in the early nominating states. 

___
THE PROSECUTORS
Leading the case for the House is Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff of Californian and Ju-

diciary Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler of New York. Five other Democrats round out the prosecution 
team, a group House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she chose in part for their experience with the law. 

Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., has worked on three impeachment inquiries, starting with the one that helped 
persuade President Richard Nixon to resign. Rep. Val Demings of Florida is not a lawyer, but she is a former 
police chief and a member of both committees deeply familiar with the case against Trump. Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries is a lawyer and chairman of the House Democratic Caucus, so he’s close to Pelosi’s ranks. 

Pelosi also chose two freshmen who helped flip the House from GOP control in 2018. Rep. Sylvia Garcia 
of Texas is a former judge. And Rep. Jason Crow of Colorado is a retired Army Ranger who was one of 
the seven new members with national security backgrounds to call for Trump’s impeachment over his 
conduct with Ukraine.

___
FOR THE PRESIDENT
Trump cast some big personalities for seats at the defense table. 
White House counsel Pat Cipollone and personal lawyer Jay Sekulow are expected to lead the argument 

that Trump committed no crimes, that abuse of power is not an impeachable offense and that the presi-
dent is a victim of a political “witch hunt” by Democrats. 

Bringing experience both in constitutional law and the politics of impeachment, he’s adding retired law 
professor Alan Dershowitz and Ken Starr, the independent counsel who investigated Clinton. The team 
also will include Pam Bondi, the former Florida attorney general.

The team, less experienced in the Senate than the House prosecutors as a whole, visited the Senate 
chamber Monday, in part to test the equipment they expect to use for audio-visual presentations. 

Look for signs of tension involving the president’s outside legal team and lawyers within the White House. 
Dershowitz on Sunday tried to distance himself from the president.

___
THE NUMBERS
100: The total number of senators.
53: The Republican majority.
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51: The number of senators who must agree on almost anything to make it happen during an impeach-

ment trial.
Four: The number of Republican senators who must join Democrats to get to the magical 51. 
2/3: The proportion of senators required to convict and remove a president from office. So 67 members 

of the Senate would have to vote to convict if every senator is voting. 
___
THE GANG
Both sides will be keeping tabs on the Senate’s moderates for an emerging gang of three to four who 

could influence the outcome on such matters as whether to subpoena former national security adviser 
John Bolton. That vote won’t be taken for days if not weeks.

Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine has been meeting with a small number of GOP colleagues who 
want to consider witness testimony and documents that weren’t part of the House impeachment investiga-
tion. Watch GOP Sens. Mitt Romney of Utah, Lamar Alexander of Tennessee and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
for signs of whether this group can stick together and force the Senate to consider additional material. 

___
Follow Kellman on Twitter at: http://www.Twitter.com/APLaurieKellman

Global stocks tumble on growing concern about China virus 
By JOE McDONALD AP Business Writer

BEIJING (AP) — Global stock and oil prices tumbled Tuesday as concern about the impact of a Chinese 
disease outbreak increased and a rating agency cut Hong Kong’s credit rating for official borrowing due 
to political tension.

Japan’s central bank left its key interest rate unchanged and upgraded its economic growth outlook.
London and Frankfurt declined and Shanghai, Tokyo and Hong Kong closed sharply lower after China 

announced a fourth death from coronavirus. The outbreak, centered on the central Chinese city of Wuhan, 
has sickened more than 200 people. 

Authorities said some infections were transmitted person-to-person, increasing the risk the disease might 
spread faster during the Lunar New Year holiday, the Chinese-speaking world’s busiest travel season. 

Other Asian governments stepped up screening of travelers from China, highlighting the potential impact 
on tourism. That prompted a selloff in of airlines, hotel operators and other travel businesses.

The outbreak “is developing into a major potential economic risk to the Asia-Pacific region,” said Rajiv 
Biswas of IHS Markit in a report.

Biswas pointed to the example of the 2003 outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome, whose eco-
nomic impact was felt as far away as Canada and Australia.

In early trading, London’s FTSE 100 lost 1.1% to 7,562.97 and Frankfurt’s DAX sank 0.7% to 13,459.81. 
France’s CAC 40 was 1.2% lower at 6,005.76.

On Wall Street, futures for the benchmark Standard & Poor’s 500 index and Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age were off 0.4% as markets prepared to reopen after a three-day holiday weekend.

In Asia, the Shanghai Composite Index fell 1% to 3,063.56 and Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 retreated 0.9% to 
23,866.15.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index sank 2.8% to 27,985.33 after Moody’s Investors Service cut its govern-
ment credit rating by one notch to Aa3 from Aa2. 

Moody’s cited the lack of “tangible plans” to respond to issues highlighted by six-month-old anti-govern-
ment protests and said that may reflect “weaker inherent institutional capacity” than previously thought. 
The protests began in June over a proposed extradition law and have expanded to include demands for 
greater democracy in the Chinese territory.

Seoul’s Kospi sank 1% to 2,2239.69 and Sydney’s S&P ASX 200 lost 0.2% to 7,066.30. India’s Sensex 
was 0.3% lower at 41,381.52. Southeast Asian markets also declined.

Air China Ltd. lost 3.2% and Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific Airways dropped 4.1%. Japan’s ANA Holdings 
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Inc. fell 2.2%.

Also Tuesday, the Bank of Japan left its policy rate at -0.1% and affirmed its commitment to increase 
holdings of government bonds. Board members raised their economic growth projection for the year that 
starts in April to 0.9% from 0.7%.

The European central bank also is due to make an interest rate decision this week. 
ENERGY: Benchmark U.S. oil fell 48 cents to $58.11 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York 

Mercantile Exchange. The contract gained 5 cents on Monday to close at $58.58. Brent crude, used to 
price international oils, lost 65 cents to $64.57 per barrel in London. It advanced 35 cents the previous 
session to $65.20.

CURRENCIES: The dollar declined to 109.93 yen from Monday’s 110.18 yen. The euro edged down to 
$1.1091 from $1.1094.

AP EXPLAINS: How India ended up in turmoil over citizenship
By ASHOK SHARMA Associated Press

NEW DELHI (AP) — India has been embroiled in protests since December, when Parliament passed a 
bill amending the country’s citizenship law. The new law provides a fast track to naturalization for some 
migrants who entered the country illegally while fleeing religious persecution. But it excludes Muslims, 
which critics say is discriminatory and a violation of India’s Constitution. Here’s a brief look at how India 
has grappled with citizenship:

IT STARTED WITH PARTITION
British colonialists’ split of the Indian subcontinent in 1947 into Hindu-majority India and Muslim-majority 

Pakistan triggered the world’s largest human migration. Millions of Muslims left India for western and 
eastern parts of newly-created Pakistan and likewise Hindus and Sikhs made their way to India. About a 
million people were killed in sectarian violence during the crossing. More than 70 years later, the status of 
hundreds of thousands of people who descended from those migrants continues to be in limbo. 

SO HOW DID INDIA DETERMINE WHO WAS A CITIZEN?
Thousands of people — either legitimately or by bribing officials — were given Indian identification docu-

ments like ration cards and election registration cards. The first census of India was held in 1951 and the 
Citizenship Act came into force in 1955, setting rules for Indian citizenship on the basis of birth, descent 
and registration.

FURTHER GUIDANCE IS GIVEN
The Citizenship Amendment Act of 2003 said anyone born in India between 1950 and 1987 was an In-

dian citizen, as well as those born between 1987 and 2003 to at least one Indian citizen parent. Foreign 
nationals could pursue naturalization after 11 years of residing in India.

WHAT DOES THE NEW CITIZENSHIP LAW CHANGE?
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Hindu nationalist-led government pushed through a bill to give citizenship 

rights to some migrants who  while fleeing religious persecution entered India illegally from Muslim-majority 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan on or before Dec. 31, 2014. The law applies to Hindus, Christians, 
Jains, Parsis and Buddhists. People of other faiths and nationalities still have to wait 11 years.

It marks the first time that India, a secular state with a religiously diverse population, has set religious 
criteria for citizenship. 

ROOTS IN ANOTHER MASS MIGRATION
Hindu-Muslim riots in 1964 in what was then East Pakistan led to an exodus of Bengali Hindus across 

the border into India. A war between India and Pakistan in 1965 and the breakup of Pakistan in 1971, with 
the eastern portion becoming an independent Bangladesh with the help of the Indian army, led to fresh 
waves of refugees crossing into India.

LOCALS NOT HAPPY
Facing large-scale migration from Bangladesh to India’s Assam state, student leaders in Assam started 

a fierce protest demanding detention, disenfranchisement and deportation of immigrants found to have 
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entered the state illegally. 

Acting on a petition, the Supreme Court ordered state authorities to count and verify citizens. The process 
began in 2015 and concluded last summer with a list that excluded nearly 2 million of Assam’s residents. 
About half of those were Hindu and the other half Muslim.

Those excluded must now prove their citizenship at quasi-legal tribunals or else be considered foreigners. 
The new citizenship law is seen as a way to provide excluded Hindus with a path to citizenship.

THE GREAT UNKNOWN
Modi’s government has proposed expanding the verification of citizenship around the country. The gov-

ernment has neither estimated the number of migrants in India illegally nor stated whether those deemed 
foreign will be detained, deported or allowed to stay on without the rights and privileges of citizenship. 
In the past, those deemed to be foreigners have been transferred to detention centers, where they have 
languished for years in legal limbo. 

THE BACKLASH
Nearly 60 petitions challenging the new citizenship law are pending with the Supreme Court, and protests 

have erupted across India. The protests have brought tens of thousands of people from different faiths 
and backgrounds together, in part because the law is seen as part of a larger threat to the pluralistic so-
cial fabric of Indian society. Five of India’s 28 states — West Bengal, Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh — have said that they will not implement the new law. Modi’s party downplays the protests, 
saying they are orchestrated by opponents.

Feds allow use of opioid funds to stem meth, cocaine surge 
By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Alarmed by a deadly new twist in the nation’s drug addiction crisis, the govern-
ment will allow states to use federal money earmarked for the opioid epidemic to help growing numbers 
of people struggling with meth and cocaine.

The little-noticed change is buried in a massive spending bill passed by Congress late last year. Pressed 
by constituents and state officials, lawmakers of both parties and the Trump administration agreed to 
broaden the scope of a $1.5 billion grant program previously restricted to the opioid crisis. Starting this 
year states can also use those federal dollars to counter addiction to “stimulants,” a term the government 
uses for methamphetamine and cocaine.

“Meth and cocaine are making a comeback and they are more potent than they were during the last 
wave,” said Mark Stringer, director of Missouri’s Department of Mental Health. He oversees the state’s 
efforts to prevent addiction, get drug-dependent people into treatment, and support them in recovery. 
“Where meth is much more prevalent than opioids, this will be a game-changer.” 

About 68,000 people died of drug overdoses in the U.S. in 2018, with opioids involved in about two-thirds 
of the cases. Opioids are a drug class that includes fentanyl, heroin, certain prescription painkillers, and 
various chemical combinations concocted for street sales. But the national numbers also hide dramatic 
differences in the deadliest drugs across the land. 

In most states west of the Mississippi meth is the biggest killer, according to government data for 2017. 
Meanwhile, the highly lethal opioid fentanyl maintains its grip on the East and Midwest. Cocaine ranks 
third overall nationally in drug-involved deaths.

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., whose state has been hard-hit by the opioid epidemic, said she was 
hearing from all quarters last year that the drug-addiction scourge is gradually changing.

“They were seeing much more impact from meth and from cocaine, substances they couldn’t address 
because of specific language in the law,” said Shaheen, referring to previous restrictions in the federal 
grant program aimed at opioids.

 As a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, which writes spending bills, Shaheen said she 
worked with Republican and Democratic leaders to add “stimulants” — not only opioids — to the language 
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of the 2020 spending bill.

White House drug czar James W. Carroll said the Trump administration was also hearing calls for more 
flexibility from state officials, and supported the change.

“I know the term ‘opioid crisis’ is used a lot, and it’s not my preferred way of describing what we’re up 
against,” said Carroll. “I say what we really have is an addiction crisis.”

Other senators pushing to broaden the grant program included Republicans Rob Portman of Ohio and 
Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia, also a member of the Appropriations Committee. Their states have 
been ravaged by opioids.

Federal lawmakers don’t want to be caught flat-footed if another drug crisis breaks out in an election 
year. The nation has been starting to see progress on opioids, with deaths declining slightly.

Last week the House Energy and Commerce Committee sent letters to federal agencies requesting 
detailed information on evolving patterns of cocaine and meth use.

“We are concerned that while the nation, rightly so, is devoting so much of its attention and resources 
to the opioid epidemic, another epidemic — this one involving cocaine and methamphetamine — is on 
the rise,” wrote committee leaders Chairman Frank Pallone, D-N.J. and ranking Republican Greg Walden 
of Oregon.

Meth, which was once cooked in makeshift labs in the U.S., is now produced by Mexican cartels and 
smuggled across the border. The price of the drug has dropped even as its purity has risen.

The increased prevalence of cocaine is being driven by greater supply, as cultivation of the coca plant has 
become more widespread in Colombia. Cocaine can also be laced with fentanyl, contributing to overdose 
deaths. As with meth, government data show the price of cocaine has dropped while its purity has risen.

Treating people addicted to meth or cocaine is different from treating opioid dependence. There are 
FDA-approved medications for opioid addiction, but not for cocaine and meth. 

Instead, treatment relies on counseling and support to try to help people overcome their drug habit. It’s a 
labor-intensive effort that carries a significant risk of failure. Access to more federal dollars will help pay for 
treatment, particularly in states that have held out on accepting Medicaid expansion under the Affordable 
Care Act. Expanded Medicaid for low-income adults is a mainstay of treatment in states that embraced it.

The federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration is preparing to notify states of 
the newly available grant flexibility.

Ultimately, state officials want Congress to consider folding the opioid money into a larger block grant 
program administered by the same agency, creating a big pool of federal money to treat addiction, with 
fewer restrictions on its use.

Survivor stories spotlight Auschwitz liberation anniversary
By ARON HELLER Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Shortly before they were rounded up by Nazi troops in Belgium and deported to 
Auschwitz in 1942, the parents of three-year-old Maurice Gluck placed their only child in the care of a 
local Christian family. Gluck forgot his Yiddish mother tongue and that he even had parents of his own.

After the war, his devastated father came to claim him and several months later he was introduced to 
a weeping woman who showered him with hugs and kisses. 

“My father said: ‘Look Maurice, this is your mother, Helen,’” he recalled.
Only years later, did Gluck discover that his birth mother had actually perished along with more than a 

million other Jews in the Auschwitz death camp. Helen was in fact his aunt. 
“She discovered that her sister had died so she looked for ways to find me immediately,” Gluck explained, 

choking back tears. “She was my only mother and will always be my mother.”
Seventy-five years after Auschwitz was liberated, Gluck is one of 75 Holocaust survivors featured in a 

commemorative photo project that Israel’s Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial produced along with award-
winning German portrait photographer Martin Schoeller. 

The exhibition, opening Tuesday before German Chancellor Angela Merkel at the Ruhr Museum in Essen, 
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is just one of the various events marking the anniversary and commemorating its victims as the notorious 
camp’s few and aging survivors slowly disappear. Yad Vashem is also unveiling its online iRemember Wall, 
a six-language interactive platform linking users to the memorial’s vast database of victims.

The main ceremony will be the World Holocaust Forum on Thursday, in which dozens of world leaders 
will arrive in Jerusalem for the largest-ever gathering focused on commemorating the genocide and com-
bating modern-day anti-Semitism. Russian President Vladimir Putin, French President Emmanuel Macron, 
Prince Charles of England and the presidents of Germany, Italy and Austria are among the more than 40 
dignitaries who will be attending the event.

It comes amid a global spike in violence against Jews and in a climate in which a survey showed that 
80% of European Jews said they felt unsafe in the continent. Tel Aviv University researchers reported last 
year that violent attacks against Jews grew significantly in 2018, with the largest reported number of Jews 
killed in anti-Semitic acts in decades. They recorded 400 cases, with the spike most dramatic in western 
Europe. In Germany, for instance, there was a 70% increase in anti-Semitic violence. In addition to the 
shooting attacks, assaults and vandalism, the research also noted increased anti-Semitic vitriol online and 
in newspapers, as extremist political parties grew in power in several countries.

“I grew up with this incredible sense of guilt and shock, which led me to question my own identity. How 
could people from my country commit these horrendous crimes?” said Schoeller, explaining the impetus 
for the photo project. “It is very scary to see what is happening in Europe right now, that anti-Semitism 
has come back so strongly.”

Schoeller, a former assistant to Annie Leibovitz who is also renowned for his ‘hyper-detailed close ups’ 
of celebrities, took a series of intimate portraits of the 75 survivors that highlighted their weathered faces. 
Among those he bonded with during the photo shoots was Gluck, today an 80-year-old retired diamond 
merchant who lives in northern Israel. 

Gluck’s own life story is directly connected to Auschwitz, the notorious Nazi death camp whose very 
name has become almost synonymous with the Holocaust.

His parents were captured and sent there shortly after the Van den Stock family of Brussels took him 
in and sheltered him for three years. They were later recognized by Israel for their actions as Righteous 
Among the Nations, the country’s highest honor for non-Jews who risked their lives to save Jews. Their 
descendants maintain a relationship to this day with Gluck and his children.

Gluck’s father, Eugene, survived a series of camps and the notorious “Death March” out of Auschwitz in 
its waning days. His wife Sara died there in 1943, among more than 1.1 million Jews who were killed in 
Auschwitz and the adjacent Birkenau death camp in gas chambers or from starvation, disease and forced 
labor in the meticulous Nazi effort to rid Europe of its Jews. Overall, the Holocaust claimed 6 million Jew-
ish lives, wiping out a third of world Jewry.

When Sara’s sister Helen also emerged from the camp, she was determined to track down her nephew 
and raise him as her own. She eventually married Gluck’s father, moved with him to Israel and they had 
two other children together. Only at Gluck’s bar mitzvah, when according to Jewish tradition he became 
a man, did she tell him the truth.

“I ran away and cried all night,” recalled Gluck, now a grandfather of 10. “But in the morning, I went 
back to her and told her that it didn’t matter. She would always be my mother.”

Despite the early life trauma, Gluck said he considers himself among the lucky ones since he was raised 
with love.

“Do not forget but try to forgive,” he said of his lessons from the Holocaust. “In this world there are 
good people and bad people. Try to find the good ones.”

____
Follow Aron Heller at www.twitter.com/aronhellerap
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2020 hopefuls stuck in Washington deploy surrogates for help

By ALEXANDRA JAFFE Associated Press
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — Steve Sovern had low expectations for a recent event he hosted to sup-

port Elizabeth Warren’s presidential campaign. Iowans are legendary for expecting to meet White House 
hopefuls in person — multiple times — and the candidate wasn’t going to be there, represented instead 
by California Rep. Katie Porter.

“Surrogates are usually not much of a draw,” Sovern said. 
But 45 people crammed into Sovern’s Cedar Rapids condo, and Porter, an Iowa native, made such a 

strong case for Warren that several undecided voters left the event saying they planned to caucus for the 
Democratic senator from Massachusetts. 

Porter is one of dozens of surrogates who have deployed across the early voting states in recent weeks 
to expand the footprint of White House hopefuls before the Iowa caucuses usher in the Democratic con-
test in less than two weeks. They’ll become even more important this week as four senators running for 
president will be stuck in Washington to serve as jurors for President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial.

Progressive star Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a Democratic congresswoman from New York, will appear in 
Iowa this weekend on behalf of Sen. Bernie Sanders. “Queer Eye” host Jonathan Van Ness will also be in 
Iowa stumping for Warren in addition to Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney and Rep. Joe Kennedy III, who 
will be in New Hampshire.

And more than a dozen supporters of Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar, for instance, will hold a news 
conference on Tuesday on the steps of the New Hampshire state capitol. 

Facing the unprecedented situation of being sidelined from campaigning in the critical final stretch before 
voting, these proxies can help fill in the gap. 

“Surrogates generally stump for the candidate when they can’t be in two places at once, or go out on 
their own to drum up grassroots energy,” said Jennifer Rosenbaum, who was deputy national surrogate 
director for Barack Obama’s 2012 campaign. 

But the stand-ins fill other needs as well.
For some candidates, surrogates help keep their hands clean of controversy by acting as an attack dog. 

Former Housing Secretary Julián Castro quickly endorsed Warren after he withdrew from the race. He 
called out her rivals by name during a recent campaign swing through Iowa, saying neither Sanders nor 
Joe Biden are as widely acceptable to Democrats. Warren herself rarely mentions her opponents on the 
stump unless she’s prompted by a voter or reporter.

As Biden fended off attacks this month from Sanders about his 2002 vote authorizing the Iraq War, John 
Kerry was on hand in Iowa. Kerry served two purposes, vouching for Biden’s foreign policy knowledge as 
a former secretary of state and appealing to Iowans as someone who won the 2004 Democratic caucuses. 

Surrogates also offer reassurance to voters that the candidate understands and will pay attention to local 
issues. While every candidate has picked up a handful of endorsements from local Iowa elected officials 
and state lawmakers, Biden has some of the biggest Iowa names on his team: former Gov. Tom Vilsack 
and his wife, Christie; Attorney General Tom Miller; and Rep. Abby Finkenauer. All have appeared on the 
trail with him in recent weeks. 

Pete Buttigieg, the former mayor of South Bend, Indiana, picked up the endorsement of retiring Rep. 
Dave Loebsack, who will introduce him across Iowa this week.

“An Iowa endorsement gives you some credibility there,” said Howard Dean, the former Vermont gov-
ernor who came in third in the 2004 Iowa caucuses.

Surrogates can also offer personal testimony of a candidate’s best qualities and why he or she is quali-
fied to be president. 

Jill Biden, Joe Biden’s wife, is a constant fixture on the trail, with the campaign deploying her in recent 
weeks across Iowa to woo undecided voters. During an earlier visit to the state, she told the crowd about 
a woman who made sandwiches for her and her husband near their home in Delaware contributing to 
the campaign.
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Jane O’Meara Sanders will campaign on behalf of her husband next weekend in Nevada while he is likely 

stuck in Washington. 
Klobuchar’s daughter was dispatched over the weekend to campaign for her mom in New Hampshire, 

and Klobuchar joked on the stump in Iowa that she hoped her daughter was wearing a coat in the cold. 
Warren has sent her husband, Bruce Mann, to stump for her in Iowa as well.

Both are likely to make appearances on behalf of the respective campaigns as the impeachment trial 
plays out.

Surrogates can also bring a dash of star power to the campaign trail to keep voters engaged. Sanders 
has some of the biggest names in music and movies on his team, and recently actor Danny Glover cam-
paigned for him in South Carolina while the senator was in Iowa.

Andrew Yang, meanwhile, brought actor, comedian and rapper Donald Glover onto his team as a creative 
consultant, after the two hosted a pop-up shop in Los Angeles featuring merchandise Glover designed 
as a fundraiser for the campaign. Comedian and actor Dave Chappelle is also backing Yang and plans to 
hold two shows this month to benefit his campaign.

Judy Sheindlin, the reality television star known as Judge Judy, recently hit the trail with Michael Bloom-
berg.

Celebrities don’t have to appear in person to boost their candidate. A video that soccer champion Megan 
Rapinoe tweeted of her phone call with Warren received 1.8 million views. A conversation Sanders had 
with rapper Cardi B in a Detroit nail salon racked up 2.3 million views on Twitter.

High-wattage backers don’t always help. Actress Susan Sarandon has been a high-profile surrogate for 
Sanders since his 2016 campaign and has drawn headlines for her outspoken critiques of the Democratic 
Party and occasional off-color comments. During an event for Sanders in New Hampshire earlier this month, 
she sparked controversy when she said that “without unions ... we’d be right back to slavery, probably, 
with no ability to negotiate, with no standards of safety.”

And campaigns sometimes have to make sure that the surrogate isn’t a bigger draw than the candidate. 
Actress and singer Mandy Moore recently introduced Buttigieg at a rally at Iowa State University, telling 
the crowd that he’s “such an original” that she doesn’t “think Hollywood even knows what to do with him.”

Dana Cady, a 19-year-old sophomore at Principia College in Illinois who flew out to Iowa to see Buttigieg 
speak with a group of her classmates, said they all had to look up Moore when they saw she was appear-
ing with the candidate. Cady knew Moore from “Tangled,” the Disney movie where the actress voices the 
protagonist — but she was more dazzled by the politician than the celebrity.

“I personally really like Pete. I did not need Mandy Moore to win me over,” she said.
___
Catch up on the 2020 election campaign with AP experts on our weekly politics podcast, “Ground Game.”

100s in river ‘no-man’s land’ after Mexico troops block way
By MARÍA VERZA and SONIA PÉREZ D. Associated Press

CIUDAD HIDALGO, Mexico (AP) — Hundreds of Central American migrants were stranded in a sort of 
no-man’s land on the river border between Guatemala and Mexico after running up against lines of Mexi-
can National Guard troops deployed to keep them from moving en masse into the country and on north 
toward the U.S. 

Naked children played amid the sand and trash Monday evening as clothing and shoes hung from the 
trees to dry along the Suchiate River, normally a porous waterway plied all day by rafts ferrying people 
and goods across. Men grilled a fish over a small fire below the border bridge, and migrants bedded down 
under blankets on the banks or dry sections of the riverbed without knowing what might come next. 

The path forward was blocked Monday by Mexican troops with riot shields, and about 100 National Guard 
agents continued to form a barrier with anti-riot gear into the night. But a return home to impoverished 
and gang-plagued Honduras, where most of the migrants are from, was unthinkable. 

“We are in no-man’s land,” said Alan Mejía, whose 2-year-old son was cradled in his arms clad only in a 
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diaper as his wife, Ingrid Vanesa Portillo, and their other son, 12, gazed at the riverbanks. Mejía joined in 
five previous migrant caravans but never made it farther than the Mexican border city of Tijuana.

“They are planning how to clear us out, and here we are without water or food,” said a desperate Portillo. 
“There is no more hope for going forward.” 

Unlike was often the case with previous caravans, there was no sign of humanitarian aid arriving for 
those stuck at the river. 

Throngs waded across the Suchiate into southern Mexico on Monday hoping to test U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s strategy to keep Central American migrants away from the U.S. border. The push also challenged 
Mexico’s ramped-up immigration policing that began last year in response to threats of economic tariffs 
from Trump, a change that effectively snuffed out the last caravan in April.

Some scuffled with National Guard troops on the riverbank while others slipped through the lines and 
trudged off on a rural highway, with most taken into custody later in the day. Still others were taken into 
custody on the spot or chased into the brush. Some migrants hurled rocks at the police, who huddled 
behind their plastic shields and threw some of the rocks back. 

Most of the migrants, however, stayed at the river’s edge or stood in its waters trying to decide their 
next move after being blocked earlier in the day from crossing the bridge linking Tecun Uman, Guatemala, 
with Ciudad Hidalgo, Mexico. 

“We never thought they would receive us like that,” said Melisa Ávila, who traveled from the Honduran 
capital of Tegucigalpa with her 12-year-old son and was resigning herself to the prospect of spending the 
night outdoors. “They treated us like dogs.” 

In an approach that developed after the first migrant caravan in late 2018, Mexican officials seem to be 
succeeding in their effort to blunt large-scale incursions by breaking up the mass of people repeatedly and 
into increasingly smaller groups. Over the weekend, government officials convinced about 1,000 people 
they should enter legally via the bridge.

The National Immigration Institute issued a statement saying it would detain any migrants in the country 
illegally, hold them in detention centers and deport those who did not legalize their status. Any who made 
it through and continued north could expect a gauntlet of highway checkpoints.

As feared, children suffered in the chaos. On the Mexican bank an unconscious 14-year-old girl was car-
ried away for medical attention Monday.

Later along the highway, a mother sobbed after realizing her youngest daughter had been separated 
when migrants tried to escape authorities. Another migrant who had been helping her by carrying the 
5-year-old ran in another direction when the migrants scattered and she hadn’t been able to locate them.

Back at the river, Ávila, who had befriended the woman at a shelter in Tecun Uman, walked along the 
bank showing everyone a picture of the daughter. 

“Have you seen this little girl?” Ávila asked other migrants. “Blue pants, beige shirt and little pink shoes.”
The Guatemalan government issued new data saying that 4,000 migrants had entered that country 

through the two primary crossings used by the migrants last week, and over the weekend nearly 1,700 
entered Mexico at two crossings. It said 400 had been deported from Guatemala. 

The Immigration Institute said late Monday in a statement that about 500 migrants had entered irregularly 
and announced the “rescue” of 402 of them — using the term it frequently employs to describe migration 
detentions; It said the latter were taken to holding centers and offered medical care. 

The institute said five National Guard troops were hurt but did not give details. 
While Mexico says the migrants are free to enter if they do so through official channels — and could 

compete for jobs if they want to stay and work — in practice, it has restricted such migrants to the im-
poverished southernmost states while their cases are processed by a sluggish bureaucracy. 

When the rocks began flying at the river Monday, Elena Vásquez, , fearful for the safety of her two wailing 
sons, bolted back to the Guatemalan side where she would later spend the night. Exhausted after a week 
on the road, the 28-year-old from Olancho, Honduras, vowed to endure and hoped Mexican authorities 
would have a change of heart. 

“I am going to wait as long as necessary. God will open the gates for us,” Vásquez said. 
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“Necessity forces one day more on us,” she continued. “We will have to wait and see what happens.” 
___
Associated Press writer María Verza reported this story in Ciudad Hidalgo, Mexico, and AP writer Sonia 

Pérez D. reported from Tecun Uman, Guatemala. 

Pro-gun rally by thousands in Virginia ends peacefully 
By ALAN SUDERMAN and SARAH RANKIN Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Tens of thousands of gun-rights activists from around the country rallied peace-
fully at the Virginia Capitol on Monday to protest plans by the state’s Democratic leadership to pass gun-
control legislation — a move that has become a key flash point in the national debate over gun violence.

The size of the crowd and the expected participation of white supremacists and fringe militia groups 
raised fears that the state could see a repeat of the violence that exploded in 2017 in Charlottesville. But 
the rally concluded uneventfully around noon, and the mood was largely festive, with rally-goers chanting 
“USA!” and waving signs denouncing Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam. 

Many protesters chose not to enter the designated rally zone, where Northam had imposed a temporary 
weapons ban, and instead packed surrounding streets, many dressed in tactical gear and camouflage and 
carrying military-style rifles as they cheered on the speakers. 

“I love this. This is like the Super Bowl for the Second Amendment right here,” said P.J. Hudson, a truck 
driver from Richmond who carried an AR-15 rifle just outside Capitol Square. He was one of the few African 
American rally-goers in a crowd that was overwhelmingly white and male, and was frequently stopped 
and asked to pose for pictures wearing his “Black Guns Matter” sweatshirt. 

An estimated 22,000 people attended, according to authorities, who said one woman was arrested on 
felony charge of wearing a mask in public. 

The protesters came out despite the frigid temperature to send a message to legislators, they said. 
“The government doesn’t run us, we run the government,” said Kem Regik, a 20-year-old private se-

curity officer from northern Virginia who brought a white flag with a picture of a rifle captioned, “Come 
and take it.”

Northam was a particular focus of the protesters’ wrath. One poster showed his face superimposed on 
Adolf Hitler’s body.

The governor said in a statement he was “thankful” the day passed peacefully and that “he will continue 
to listen to the voices” of Virginians while doing everything in his power “to keep our commonwealth safe.”

“The issues before us evoke strong emotions, and progress is often difficult,” Northam said. 
Democratic lawmakers said the rally wouldn’t impact their plans to pass gun-control measures, includ-

ing universal background checks and a one-handgun-purchase-a-month limit. Democrats say tightening 
Virginia’s gun laws will make communities safer and help prevent mass shootings like the one last year in 
Virginia Beach, where a dozen people were killed in a municipal building. 

“I was prepared to see a whole lot more people show up than actually did and I think it’s an indication 
that a lot of this rhetoric is bluster, quite frankly,” said Del. Chris Hurst, a gun-control advocate whose TV 
journalist girlfriend was killed in an on-air shooting in 2015.

Some of the protesters waved flags with messages of support for President Donald Trump. Trump, in 
turn, tweeted support for their goals.

“The Democrat Party in the Great Commonwealth of Virginia are working hard to take away your 2nd 
Amendment rights,” he tweeted. “This is just the beginning. Don’t let it happen, VOTE REPUBLICAN in 2020!

The Virginia State Police, the Virginia Capitol Police and the Richmond Police had a heavy presence, with 
officers deploying on rooftops, patrolling in cars and on bicycles. 

Authorities were looking to avoid a repeat of the violence that erupted in Charlottesville during one of 
the largest gatherings of white supremacists and other far-right groups in a decade. Attendees brawled 
with counterprotesters, and an avowed white supremacist drove his car into a crowd, killing a woman and 
injuring dozens more. Law enforcement officials faced scathing criticism for what both the white suprema-
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cist groups and anti-racism protesters said was a passive response. 

On Monday, Southern Poverty Law Center staff identified members of what it calls extremist militia groups, 
including the Oath Keepers and Three Percenters, as well as the League of the South and the Proud Boys, 
which the center classifies as hate groups, according to outreach director Lecia Brooks. 

In contrast to Charlottesville, there was little sign of counterprotesters challenging the gun-rights activists.
Police limited access to Capitol Square to only one entrance, and a long line formed to get into the rally 

zone. 
Gun-rights advocates also filled the hallways of the building that houses lawmakers’ offices. One couple, 

Jared and Marie March, traveled from Floyd County, over three hours west of Richmond, to meet with 
legislators.

“Guns are a way of life where we live,” said Marie March, who was concerned about a proposed red-flag 
law she said would allow citizens to be stripped of their guns due to “subjective criteria.” A proposal to 
establish universal background checks amounted to “more Big Brother,” she said. “We just feel like we 
need to push government back into their rightful spot.”

Monday’s rally  was organized by an influential grassroots gun-rights group, the Virginia Citizens Defense 
League. The group holds a yearly rally at the Capitol, typically a low-key event with a few hundred gun 
enthusiasts listening to speeches from a handful of Republican lawmakers. But this year’s event was un-
precedented. Second Amendment groups have identified the state as a rallying point for the fight against 
what they see as a national erosion of gun rights. 

The pushback against proposed new gun restrictions began immediately after Democrats won majorities 
in both the state Senate and House of Delegates in November, with much of the opposition focused on a 
proposed assault weapons ban. More than 100 localities have since passed measures declaring support 
for the Second Amendment. 

Erich Pratt, senior vice president of Gun Owners of America, said voters need to replace the Democrats 
in control of the government in Virginia. 

“We need to throw the bums out. We need to clean house in the next election,” he told the crowd.
House Republican Leader Todd Gilbert complimented the behavior of the rally-goers and said Democrats 

should take a lesson from them. 
“The law-abiding gun owners in attendance today are the ones who would bear the brunt of their anti-

gun proposals, which would have little to no impact on crime or criminals,” he said in a statement. 
The rally coincided with the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, which is typically a chance for everyday citizens 

to use a day off work to lobby their legislators. However, the threat of violence largely kept other groups 
away from the Capitol, including gun control groups that hold an annual vigil for victims of gun violence. 

When that event was canceled, students from March for Our Lives, the movement launched after 17 were 
killed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida in 2018, decided they had to do something. A 
group of about 15 college students and one high schooler slept overnight in the offices of two Democratic 
lawmakers to ensure they could make it into the Capitol area safely. The lawmakers, Hurst and Del. Dan 
Helmer — who’s sponsoring a bill that would block the National Rifle Association from operating an indoor 
gun range at its headquarters — camped out as well. 

Michael McCabe, a 17-year-old high school senior from northern Virginia, said he was there to underscore 
the “moral urgency” felt by a generation “unduly affected” by gun violence. 

“Our main goal is not to engage with gun extremists today,” McCabe said. “We are really here to be 
present in the legislature to make our voices heard.”

Suspect in Hawaii officers’ deaths described as unhinged
By CALEB JONES and JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER Associated Press

HONOLULU (AP) — A Hawaii handyman with a history of run-ins with police and neighbors faced eviction 
when he stabbed a woman and killed two officers before the house he and two women were believed to 
be inside burned, authorities and neighbors said. 
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Police responding Sunday to a call for help at the location found a woman stabbed in the leg and resi-

dent Jaroslav “Jerry” Hanel, began shooting, killing Officers Tiffany Enriquez, a seven-year veteran, and 
Kaulike Kalama, a nine-year veteran, Honolulu Police Chief Susan Ballard said. 

Police suspect Hanel, who was in his 60s, and two women who have not been identified were inside the 
house when it caught fire. They were presumed dead and Ballard said it could take days to recover the 
remains and process evidence.

The fire destroyed seven homes and left others damaged. As it raged, the sound of dozens of apparent 
gunshots rang out.

Ballard said no other officers were injured but authorities were investigating whether ammunition, in-
cendiary devices or explosives contributed to the intensity of the blaze. The apparent gunfire prompted 
authorities to initially prevent firefighters from approaching.

Sgt. Malcolm Lutu, president of Hawaii’s statewide police union, said he does not have any concerns 
about the approach police took in dealing with the situation. 

“They had past dealings with him where no violence was present,” Lutu said. “Where the shots came 
from, they were in a no-win situation.”

Lutu said he knew one of the two officers personally. He said Officer Tiffany Enriquez, 37, was a single 
mother of three daughters and had one grandchild. 

The homeowner, Lois Cain, had recently sought to evict Hanel, who lived in the home for free in exchange 
for his work, according to court records and his lawyer. 

Hanel’s lawyer, Jonathan Burge, said Monday Cain’s sister contacted him because Cain was unaccounted 
for. “She was trying to see whatever information we had because they can’t reach Lois,” Burge said. The 
sister told him she spoke with the woman who was stabbed, who was one of the tenants of the house, 
he said. 

The normally peaceful neighborhood is at the far end of famed Waikiki Beach. 
Ian Felix, a Honolulu resident and combat veteran with medical training, said he was walking by the 

home when he saw a woman lying on the ground with blood coming from her leg. 
Felix put a tourniquet on the woman’s leg until the first police officer arrived. Two more officers arrived 

moments later; Felix said he then heard two gunshots and that he and the officer carried the injured 
woman into a neighbor’s garage.

Neighbors described Hanel as mentally disturbed and Ballard said he did not have any gun permits.
Hawaii has some of the toughest gun laws in the U.S. Residents can’t buy firearms without permits ap-

proved by local police, who check databases to make sure applicants have not been convicted of felonies 
or misdemeanor crimes. 

People are also denied permits if they have been acquitted of crimes because of mental problems or 
have been diagnosed with significant mental, behavioral or emotional disorders.

Burge has represented Hanel since 2015 in various disputes with neighbors, including temporary re-
straining orders that three obtained against him. Hanel, a native of the Czech Republic who used Czech 
interpreters in court, faced a hearing next week on a charge of misusing 911 services, Burge said Sunday.

Burge said he never knew Hanel to be violent, but that “he’s kind of a quirky guy and had problems.” 
Hanel believed the government was watching him and tapping his phone, Burge said.

Cain was supportive of him in his disputes with neighbors, Burge said, but she wanted him to move out 
so she could move into the home. Burge said their relationship also soured because Hanel’s dog had died 
and Cain wouldn’t let him get a new one, and the eviction might have set Hanel off. 

In the complaint for Hanel’s eviction, Cain said Hanel did not have a rental agreement and that despite 
repeated demands, he refused to vacate the premises.

Attorney David Hayakawa has represented three neighbors in restraining orders against Hanel since 
2014. The neighbors complained of bizarre and annoying behavior including Hanel chasing cars down 
the street, confronting their guests and workers who came to their homes, recording them with a GoPro 
camera mounted to his hat and rigging a barbecue grill to blow thick smoke directly into their windows, 
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Hayakawa said Monday.  “Just crazy things,” he said. “It was pretty clear he was out of control.”

He would hide in bushes and watch people and he yelled at tourists who were lost while trying to get 
to Diamond Head, Hayakawa said. 

“He was kind of in his own mind, block security,” Hayakawa said. When a woman who lived in the area 
would walk her dog or jog past Hanel’s home, “he focused on her and would take her picture,” Hayakawa 
said. 

A judge sided with his clients “every step of the way,” Hayakawa said. “The court granted our motions, 
listened to us and ruled properly. But there’s only so much a piece of paper can do.” 

The homes of two of Hayakawa’s clients were gutted in the fire. He recalled one client telling him Sunday, 
“nothing that happened to me is anything compared to what happened to these police officer’s families. 
But when your house is gone and all your possessions, I don’t know how to describe that.” 

___
Associated Press freelance photographer Marco Garcia contributed to this report. 

Extradition hearing begins for top Huawei exec in Canada 
By JIM MORRIS and ROB GILLIES Associated Press

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — The first stage of an extradition hearing for a senior executive of 
Chinese tech giant Huawei started in a Vancouver courtroom M onday, a case that has infuriated Beijing, 
caused a diplomatic uproar between China and Canada and complicated high-stakes trade talks between 
China and the United States.

Canada’s arrest of chief financial officer Meng Wanzhou, the daughter of Huawei’s founder, in late 2018 
at America’s request enraged Beijing to the point it detained two Canadians in apparent retaliation. 

Huawei represents China’s progress in becoming a technological power and has been a subject of U.S. 
security concerns for years. Beijing views Meng’s case as an attempt to contain China’s rise. 

 “Our government has been clear. We are a rule of law country and we honor our extradition treaty 
commitments,” Canadian Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said at a Cabinet retreat in Manitoba. 
“It is what we need to do and what we will do.”

China’s foreign ministry on Monday accused the United States and Canada of violating Meng’s rights 
and called for her release.

“It is completely a serious political incident,” said a ministry spokesman, Geng Shuang. He urged Canada 
to “correct mistakes with concrete actions, release Ms. Meng Wanzhou and let her return safely as soon 
as possible.”

Washington accuses Huawei of using a Hong Kong shell company to sell equipment to Iran in violation 
of U.S. sanctions. It says Meng, 47, committed fraud by misleading the HSBC bank about the company’s 
business dealings in Iran. 

Meng, who is free on bail and living in one of the two Vancouver mansions she owns, sat next to her 
lawyers wearing a black dress with white polka dots. She earlier waved at reporters as she arrived at court. 

Meng denies the U.S. allegations. Her defense team says comments by President Donald Trump suggest 
the case against her is politically motivated.

“We trust in Canada’s judicial system, which will prove Ms. Meng’s innocence,” Huawei said in a state-
ment as the proceedings began. 

Meng was detained in December 2018 in Vancouver as she was changing flights — on the same day 
that Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping met for trade talks.

Prosecutors have stressed that Meng’s case is separate from the wider China-U.S. trade dispute, but 
Trump undercut that message weeks after her arrest when he said he would consider intervening in the 
case if it would help forge a trade deal with Beijing.

China and the U.S. reached a “Phase 1” trade agreement last week, but most analysts say any mean-
ingful resolution of the main U.S. allegation — that Beijing uses predatory tactics in its drive to supplant 
America’s technological supremacy — could require years of contentious talks. Trump had raised the pos-
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sibility of using Huawei’s fate as a bargaining chip in the trade talks, but the deal announced Wednesday 
didn’t mention the company. 

Huawei is the biggest global supplier of network gear for cellphone and internet companies. Washington 
is pressuring other countries to limit use of its technology, warning they could be opening themselves up 
to surveillance and theft. 

The initial stage of Meng’s extradition hearing this week is focusing on whether Meng’s alleged crimes 
are crimes both in the United States and Canada. Her lawyers filed a a motion Friday arguing that Meng’s 
case is really about U.S. sanctions against Iran, not a fraud case. Canada does not have similar sanctions 
on Iran. 

Richard Peck, Meng’s lawyer, said in court that the fraud allegations are a “facade” and the charges 
are really about the United States attempting to enforce its sanctions on Iran. “Would we be here in the 
absence of U.S. sanctions law? My response is no,” Peck said. 

Arguments will continue Tuesday and throughout the week. 
The second phase, scheduled for June, will consider defense allegations that Canada Border Services, 

the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the FBI violated Meng’s rights while collecting evidence before 
she was actually arrested.

The extradition case could take years to resolve if there are appeals. Nearly 90% of those arrested in 
Canada on extradition requests from the United States. were surrendered to U.S. authorities between 
2008 and 2018. 

In apparent retaliation for Meng’s arrest, China detained former Canadian diplomat Michael Kovrig and 
Canadian entrepreneur Michael Spavor. The two men have been denied access to lawyers and family and 
are being held in prison cells where the lights are kept on 24-hours-a-day. 

China has also placed restrictions on various Canadian exports to China, including canola oil seed and 
meat. Last January, China also handed a death sentence to a convicted Canadian drug smuggler in a 
sudden retrial. 

“That’s mafia-style pressure,” Lewis, the Washington-based analyst, said. 
___
Associated Press writer Jim Morris reported this story in Vancouver and AP writer Rob Gillies reported 

from Toronto.

McConnell proposes swift impeachment trial with long days
By ZEKE MILLER, ERIC TUCKER and LISA MASCARO Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
On the eve of President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial, the Senate leader proposed a compressed 

calendar for opening statements, White House lawyers argued for swift rejection of the “flimsy” charges 
and the Capitol braced for the contentious proceedings unfolding in an election year.

Final trial preparations were underway Monday on a tense day of plodding developments with Trump’s 
legacy — and the judgment of both parties in Congress — at stake. 

The president’s legal team, in its first full filing for the impeachment court, argued that Trump did “ab-
solutely nothing wrong” and urged the Senate to swiftly reject the “flawed’’ case against him.

“All of this is a dangerous perversion of the Constitution that the Senate should swiftly and roundly 
condemn,” the president’s lawyers wrote. “The articles should be rejected and the president should im-
mediately be acquitted.”

The brief from the White House, and the House Democratic response, comes as the Senate could be 
facing 12-hour sessions for the rare Senate trial, with some of the very senators running to replace Trump 
as president sitting as jurors. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell proposed a condensed, two-day calendar for each side to give 
opening statements, ground rules that Democrats immediately rejected.

Voting on the Republican leader’s resolution will be one of the first orders of business when senators 



Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 203 ~ 42 of 59

Groton Daily Independent
convene Tuesday. It also pushes off any votes on witnesses until later in the process, rather than up front, 
as Democrats had demanded. 

The Senate Democratic leader, Chuck Schumer, called the GOP leader’s proposed rules package a “na-
tional disgrace.” 

Senators are poised for only the third presidential impeachment trial in U.S. history, coming just weeks 
before the first primaries of the 2020 election season and as voters are assessing Trump’s first term and 
weighing the candidates who want to challenge him in the fall.

House Democrats impeached the president last month on two charges: abuse of power by withhold-
ing U.S. military aid to Ukraine as he pressed the country to investigate Democratic rival Joe Biden, and 
obstruction of Congress by by refusing to comply with their investigation. 

The Constitution gives the House the sole power to impeach a president and the Senate the final verdict 
by convening as the impeachment court for a trial. 

McConnell is angling for a speedy trial toward acquittal, and with Republicans holding the Senate major-
ity, the proposal is likely to be approved by senators in the president’s party.

“It’s clear Sen. McConnell is hell-bent on making it much more difficult to get witnesses and documents 
and intent on rushing the trial through,” Schumer said. He vowed to propose votes Tuesday to try to 
amend the rules package. He called it a “cover-up.”

The first several days of the trial are now almost certain to be tangled in procedural motions playing 
out on the Senate floor or, more likely, behind closed doors, since senators must refrain from speaking 
during the trial proceedings.

At the White House, where the president was embarking for an overseas trip to the global leaders con-
ference in Davos, Switzerland, officials welcomed the Republican trial proposal.

“We are gratified that the draft resolution protects the President’s rights to a fair trial, and look forward 
to presenting a vigorous defense on the facts and the process as quickly as possible, and seeking an 
acquittal as swiftly as possible,” said White House Legislative Affairs Director Eric Ueland.

After the four days of opening arguments — two days per side — senators will be allowed up to 16 hours 
for questions to the prosecution and defense, followed by four hours of debate. Only then will there be 
votes on calling other witnesses.

At the end of deliberations, the Senate would then vote on each impeachment article.
McConnell had promised to set rules similar to the last trial, of President Bill Clinton in 1999, but his 

resolution diverged in key ways, which may leave some senators from both parties uneasy.
Republican Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah said in an email message to his constituents Monday night that 

the resolution put forth by McConnell “overall, aligns closely with the rules package approved 100-0 dur-
ing the Clinton trial.” He is among a small number of Republican senators who want to consider witness 
testimony and documents that weren’t part of the House impeachment investigation.

With security tightening at the Capitol, the House prosecutors led by Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Adam Schiff made their way through crowds of tourists in the Rotunda to tour the Senate chamber. The 
White House legal team led by Pat Cipollone and Jay Sekulow soon followed. Both sides were under in-
structions to keep the chamber doors closed to onlookers and the media. 

Four TV monitors were set up inside the Senate chamber, which will be used to show testimony, exhibits 
and potentially tweets or other social media, according to a person familiar with the matter but unauthor-
ized to discuss it who spoke on condition of anonymity.

In their own filing Monday, House prosecutors issued fresh demands for a fair trial in the Senate.
“President Trump asserts that his impeachment is a partisan ‘hoax.’ He is wrong,” the prosecutors wrote. 
The House Democrats said the president can’t have it both ways -- rejecting the facts of the House case 

but also stonewalling congressional subpoenas for witnesses and testimony. “Senators must honor their 
own oaths by holding a fair trial with all relevant evidence,” they wrote.

The White House document released Monday says the two charges against the president don’t amount 
to impeachable offenses. It asserts that the impeachment inquiry, centered on Trump’s request that 
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Ukraine’s president open an investigation into Democratic rival Biden, was never about finding the truth.

House Democrats in their initial court filing over the weekend called Trump’s conduct the “worst night-
mare” of the framers of the Constitution.

“President Donald J. Trump used his official powers to pressure a foreign government to interfere in a 
United States election for his personal political gain,” the House prosecutors wrote, “and then attempted 
to cover up his scheme by obstructing Congress’s investigation into his misconduct.” 

But Trump’s team contended Monday that even if Trump were to have abused his power in withholding 
the Ukraine military assistance, it would not be impeachable because it did not violate a specific criminal 
statute. 

No president has ever been removed by the Senate. The current Senate, with a 53-47 Republican majority, 
is not expected to mount the two-thirds voted needed for conviction. Even if it did, the White House team 
argues it would be an “’unconstitutional conviction’’ because the articles of impeachment were too broad.

Administration officials have argued that similar imprecision applied to the perjury case in Clinton’s im-
peachment trial.

The White House also suggests the House inquiry was lacking because it failed to investigate Biden or 
his son Hunter, who served on the board of a gas company in Ukraine while his father was vice president. 
There is no evidence of wrongdoing by either Biden. 

___
Associated Press writer Laurie Kellman contributed to this report.

Migrants scuffle with Mexican troops along border river
By MARIA VERZA and SONIA PEREZ D. Associated Press

CIUDAD HIDALGO, Mexico (AP) — Hundreds of Central American migrants waded across the Suchiate 
River into southern Mexico on Monday in a new test of U.S. President Donald Trump’s Central America 
strategy to keep them away from the U.S. border.

Some scuffled with national guardsmen on the riverbank while others slipped through Mexican lines and 
trudged off on a rural highway in small groups. Immigration authorities nabbed more there and chased 
others into the brush. 

Most, however, remained at the river’s edge or stood in its muddy waters trying to decide what to do 
next, after being blocked from crossing en masse over the border bridge leading to Ciudad Hidalgo.

“Mexico’s president said he would give us work and an opportunity and look,” said Esther Madrid, a 
Honduran vendor who left her six children in Honduras. Sitting on a rock among dozens of people who 
didn’t know what to do next, she offered only one word when asked if she would consider returning to 
San Pedro Sula: “Never.”

Mexico’s strategy, developed after the first migrant caravan in late 2018, to break up the mass of people 
repeatedly and into increasingly smaller groups appeared to be working. Over the weekend, government 
officials convinced about 1,000 people they should enter legally over the border bridge.

 On Monday, migrants were detained at the river and along the highway. Those who continued could 
expect a gauntlet of highway checkpoints while trying to move north. 

After the river crossing Monday, Mexico’s National Immigration Institute issued a statement saying that 
it would detain any migrants without legal status, hold them in detention centers and deport those who 
did not legalize their status.

 As feared, children suffered most in the clashes. On the Mexican riverbank an unconscious 14-year-old 
girl was carried away for medical attention. A guardsman said she had started convulsing in the commotion.

Later along the highway, a mother sobbed after realizing her youngest daughter had been separated 
when migrants tried to escape authorities. Sauri Marubeny Ortega had been walking with her four daugh-
ters, ages 5 to 16. Another migrant who had been helping her by carrying the 5-year-old ran in another 
direction when the migrants scattered and she hadn’t been able to locate them.

“When the federales’ cars began arriving, he ran off that way and I took off after him,” she said. But 
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when she saw an agent nab another daughter she didn’t know who to help and lost sight of the youngest. 

“I just beg the person who has her to leave her in a safe place and tell the police,” the mother said as 
members of Mexico’s migrant assistance force, Grupo Beta, loaded her and three of her girls into an am-
bulance. “I don’t want to leave here without my daughter.”

The migrants started the day on the bridge connecting Guatemala and Mexico, where they read aloud 
a letter asking Mexico President Andrés Manuel López Obrador for permission to cross Mexico en route 
to the U.S. border. 

Mexican officials replied that free passage not be offered. They urged the migrants to enter legally, reg-
istering at the bridge and seeking protection and work permits if they wished to remain in Mexico. It was 
an offer many migrants viewed with suspicion.

That sent the migrants down to the Suchiate where hundreds forded its shallow waters and soon faced 
guardsmen. 

On the Mexican side, migrants ran from side to side along the river bank, kicking up dust and looking 
for an opening in the ranks of National Guard troops sent to meet them.

Guardsmen scrambled, too, trying to head off groups and detaining people where they could. There 
was pushing and shoving. Some guardsmen carried plastic riot shields that were hit by rocks thrown by 
migrants, and they occasionally zipped a rock back into the crowd. Others jogged to get into position with 
long staffs. Still others carried assault rifles.

Many of migrants moved back to the river’s edge and a smaller number crossed back to Guatemala. 
“You have two options: You go back to Guatemalan territory or you come with us,” Mexican immigration 

agents said to migrants who crossed the river. They assured those who went with them that they would 
“regularize” their status, but few of the migrants believed them.

Riot police with shields also appeared on the Guatemala side of river, raising questions about what op-
tions really remained for the migrants.

While Mexico’s government says the migrants are free to enter — and could compete for jobs if they 
want to stay and work — in practice, it has restricted such migrants to the southernmost states while their 
cases are processed by a sluggish bureaucracy. Those who do not request asylum or some protective 
status would likely be detained and deported. 

Trump has forced asylum seekers to remain in Mexico, or apply for protection in Central American coun-
tries, effectively removing one of the escape valves for previous caravans. Under threats of trade or other 
sanctions from the Trump administration, Mexico has stopped an earlier practice of allowing migrants to 
cross its territory unimpeded.

The Guatemala government issued new data Monday showing that 4,000 migrants crossed into that 
country through the two primary crossings used by the migrants last week, and over the weekend nearly 
1,700 entered Mexico at two crossings. It said 400 had been deported from Guatemala. 

After two caravans successfully reached the U.S. border in 2018 and early 2019, Mexico began cracking 
down, and by April 2019 raided the last attempt at a caravan, rounding up migrants as they walked down 
a highway. 

As this week’s caravan approached, Mexico sent soldiers to patrol its southern border and monitored 
the area with drones. Migrants sometimes travel via caravan because it provides safety in numbers and 
offers a chance for migrants too poor to pay smugglers.

Amid the chaos of the crossing some found a warmer reception.
“We went into a house and the very kind woman told us to stay there, that they (auhtorities) had no 

right to enter and she gave us food,” said Bryan Fernández of Honduras. He said he didn’t know what to 
do now though. “If it gets ugly, we don’t know which way to go.” 

___
Associated Press writer Maria Verza reported this story in Ciudad Hidalgo, Mexico, and AP writer Sonia 

Perez D. reported from Tecun Uman, Guatemala.
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Faith, politics mix on holiday

By JEFF AMY Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — Against the backdrop of a presidential election year, Monday’s Martin Luther King Jr. 

holiday found leaders still wrestling over how to best embody the slain civil rights leader.
In Atlanta, Republicans told a sometimes cool crowd at Ebenezer Baptist Church, King’s onetime church, 

that they were honoring King’s legacy of service and political empowerment. But Democrats found more 
favor by highlighting the ways they said the current political and social order calls for more radical action 
in line with King’s principles.

Monday’s speeches at Ebenezer Baptist were just one slice of the political struggle in Georgia, where 
Democrats believe they can make further inroads in the Republican controlled state, aided by diverse in-
migration and a suburban backlash against President Donald Trump.

Up for re-election this year, Trump sought to stamp his own mark on the commemoration. He and Vice 
President Mike Pence made a brief visit to the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial in Washington. Earlier in the 
day, Trump sent a tweet noting that it was the third anniversary of his inauguration: “So appropriate that 
today is also MLK jr DAY. African-American Unemployment is the LOWEST in the history of our Country, 
by far. Also, best Poverty, Youth, and Employment numbers, ever. Great!” 

Black unemployment has reached a record low during the Trump administration, but many economists 
note economic growth since 2009 has driven hiring. The most dramatic drop in black unemployment came 
under President Barack Obama. Despite economic success, polls find most African American voters regard 
Trump with distaste.

In Atlanta, Republican U.S. Sen. Kelly Loeffler, appointed last month by Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, said 
her upbringing on an Illinois farm was touched by King.

“Dr. King’s call to service, to sacrifice, to put others first, it shaped our home and inspired us to ask what 
Dr. King asked the world. ‘What are you doing for others?’” Loeffler said.

One of Loeffler’s Democratic opponents in a November special election could be the Rev. Raphael War-
nock, the current pastor at Ebenezer, which King and his father once led. Warnock, without mentioning 
Loeffler by name, said that honoring King means more than just voicing “lip service” on one weekend a year.

“Everyone wants to be seen standing where Dr. King stood. That’s fine, you’re welcome,” said Warnock, 
who could soon announce a Senate run. “But if today you would stand in this holy place, where Dr. King 
stood, make sure, that come tomorrow, we’ll find you standing where Dr. King stood.”

Of King, Warnock said that “too many people like to remember him and dismember him at the same 
time,” calling Georgia “ground zero for voter suppression” and citing the failure of the state’s Republican 
leadership to fully expand the Medicaid health insurance program.

Others agreed with him, with keynote speaker Rev. Howard-John Wesley of Alexandria, Virginia, telling 
attendees that “we have lost the radicality” of King’s vision, talking about how King attacked the Vietnam 
War and the unequal American economy at the end of his career.

Loeffler made no mention of Trump or the Senate impeachment trial, but Democratic U.S. Rep Hank 
Johnson did, drawing applause when he mentioned impeachment and saying American democracy is “in 
grave danger.”

“Our communities are once again finding themselves on the front lines of fighting to protect our very 
republic,” Johnson said. “And it can be easy, brothers and sisters, in moments like these to despair. But 
even in our darkest hours, the legacy of Dr. King is a hope that dawn will come.”

Georgia’s Republican Secretary of State, Brad Raffensperger took the stage, seeking to build confidence 
that his office supports broad voter participation and that the state’s new voting machines will guarantee 
a fair vote. Democrats led by former gubernatorial nominee Stacey Abrams have attacked his actions, 
including a mass purge of inactive voters from the state’s voting rolls.

“Every voter gets one vote. We all have a voice. We all count,” Raffensperger said.
King’s daughter Bernice spoke about the King holiday becoming a day of service, “a day on, not a day 

off.” She said the holiday needs a broader vision.
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“A day on is not enough. What we need is a light on, committed to working vigilantly to build the be-

loved community,” she said. “A light on encompasses a commitment not just to service but to systemic 
change as well.”

The same kind of wrestling over what King means in the present moment was taking place elsewhere, 
with Pence speaking Sunday at a church service in Memphis, Tennessee.

Pence spoke at the Holy City Church of God in Christ about King’s religion and how he “challenged the 
conscience of a nation to live up to our highest ideals by speaking to our common foundation of faith.”

Acknowledging the nation’s divisions, Pence said that if Americans rededicate themselves to the ideals 
that King advanced while striving to open opportunities for everyone, “we’ll see our way through these 
divided times and we’ll do our part in our time to form a more perfect union.”

As a presidential election looms this fall, divisions rankle, according to recent opinion polls.
Among black Americans, more than 80% said last year that President Donald Trump’s actions in office 

have made things worse for people like them, while only 4% said they thought Trump’s actions have been 
good for African Americans in general. That’s according to a poll conducted by The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research. 

___
This story has been corrected to show that U.S. Sen. Kelly Loeffler was appointed by Georgia Gov. Brian 

Kemp last month, not this month.
___
Associated Press writer Corey Williams in Detroit contributed to this report.

Prince Harry hopes for calmer future, but not much chance
By DANICA KIRKA Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Prince Harry says he’s taking a “leap of faith’’ as he steps back from royal duties in an 
attempt to build a more peaceful life — one free of the journalists who have filmed, photographed and 
written about him since the day he was born. 

Fat chance. 
As Harry reportedly flew out of Britain on Monday to be reunited with his wife Meghan in Canada, many 

predicted the prince and the former TV star would struggle to escape global fame and its pressures.
“They believe that if they are not representing the monarchy any longer, the tabloid press will eventually 

go away because it will be so expensive for them — that there won’t be the same savage approach. They 
feel they will be able to control it more from Canada,’’ said Pauline Maclaran, a business professor at Royal 
Holloway University of London and author of “Royal Fever: The British Monarchy in Consumer Culture.’’ 

“I don’t think they are being very realistic.’’
Harry has long had a frosty relationship with the media, and on Sunday he made it clear that the press 

was a major reason for the couple’s decision to step back from royal life. In a personal speech that ref-
erenced his mother, Princess Diana, who died in a car accident in 1997 while being pursued by paparazzi, 
he said he had “no other option’’ but to step away.

Harry has accused the media of directing “a wave of abuse and harassment” at the biracial Meghan, 
including “racial undertones” in articles. Both he and Meghan filed lawsuits last year against press outlets 
over alleged intrusion into their private lives. At the time, Harry gave an interview drawing parallels between 
the treatment of his wife and the media frenzy that contributed to the death of his mother.

“When I lost my mum 23 years ago, you took me under your wing,’’ Harry said Sunday at a London 
dinner for Sentebale, his Africa-based charity supporting youngsters affected by HIV. “You looked out for 
me for so long, but the media is a powerful force. And my hope is one day our collective support for each 
other can be more powerful, because this is so much bigger than just us.’’

The comments were Harry’s first since Saturday night, when his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II, an-
nounced the terms under which the prince and his wife will walk away from most royal duties, give up public 
funding and try to become financially independent. The couple, who were named the Duke and Duchess 
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of Sussex on their wedding day, are expected to spend most of their time in Canada while maintaining a 
home in England near Windsor Castle.

Meghan has already returned to Canada, where the couple spent a Christmas break with their 8-month-
old son, Archie. Harry continued in his royal role Monday, attending a U.K.-Africa investment summit in 
London alongside British Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

But he did not appear alongside brother Prince William at an evening reception for African leaders. the 
BBC and other media outlets reported that he was on a plane bound for the west coast of Canada. They 
spent the holiday season on Vancouver Island, while Meghan worked for seven years in Toronto where 
she filmed the TV series “Suits.”

Experts on branding and the royals believe the golden couple will, if anything, get even more attention 
than they do now. Though the couple have expressed disdain for the royal rota — a pool system that 
gives British journalists access to royal events — the system also served to control media demands. Now, 
all bets are off.

“The paparazzi will follow them everywhere they go,’’ said Jonathan Shalit, a celebrity agent and chair-
man of London-based InterTalent Rights Group. “A picture of Meghan going to the shops in Vancouver will 
have value. I certainly think the kind of attention going forward is going to be harder to control.’’

And if they want to be financially independent, they won’t be able to avoid the media altogether, because 
clients who pay for their services will want the publicity that comes with a connection to them, Shalit said 
as he predicted the couple could become a billion-dollar brand. They can expect lucrative deals, such as 
multimillion-dollar book packages and speaking fees, he said. 

Shalit said the Sussexes would outstrip former President Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle, in earn-
ing power.

“They are 100% more valuable than the Obamas,’’ he said. “The Obamas aren’t royal. They are.”
Media companies are likely partners. Ted Sarandos, the chief content officer of streaming giant Netflix, 

told Britain’s Press Association he would be interested in working with them, adding: “Who wouldn’t be 
interested?’’ 

The queen’s statement on Saturday said the agreement, reached after crisis talks among the top royals 
and their staff, was a “constructive and supportive way forward.”

Under the terms of the deal, Harry and Meghan will no longer receive public funds and they won’t use 
their “royal highness” titles once they stop performing royal duties — although they will formally retain 
them. They will no longer represent the queen, and Harry must relinquish his honorary military appoint-
ments, including his role as Captain General of the Royal Marines.

Harry’s speech made it clear that he and Meghan were disappointed that they won’t be allowed to carry 
on with some royal duties as they seek to cut the palace’s purse strings.

“Our hope was to continue serving the queen, the Commonwealth and my military associations, but 
without public funding. Unfortunately, that wasn’t possible,” he said.

The conditions represent a starker break with the monarchy than Harry and Meghan had envisioned 
earlier this month when they first announced that they planned to give up full-time royal duties.

“It brings me great sadness that it has come to this,’’ Harry said Sunday.
“The decision that I have made for my wife and I to step back is not one I made lightly,’’ he said. “It was 

so many months of talks after so many years of challenges. And I know I haven’t always got it right, but 
as far as this goes, there really was no other option.”

Harry praised his grandmother, the queen, and the rest of his family for supporting him and his wife in 
recent months. The decision to change both jobs and continents is “a leap of faith,” he said, adding that 
he hoped the move would allow him and his family to achieve a “more peaceful life.”

“I will always have the utmost respect for my grandmother — my commander in chief — and I’m incred-
ibly grateful to her and the rest of my family for the support they have shown Meghan and I over the last 
few months,” he said.

___
Associated Press writer Jill Lawless contributed to this report.
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Follow all royal coverage by The Associated Press at https://www.apnews.com/PrinceHarry 

Trump heading to Switzerland as impeachment trial reconvenes
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — When President Donald Trump’s historic impeachment trial is called to order in the 
Senate this week, he won’t be watching from inside the chamber or on television from the White House. 

He’ll be thousands of miles away at the Davos economic forum in the Swiss Alps, trying to charm global 
CEOs over dinner.

Trump’s participation in the annual World Economic Forum will provide a conspicuous split-screen mo-
ment in a presidency familiar with them. His two-day visit to Switzerland will test his ability to balance his 
anger over being impeached with a desire to project leadership on the world stage. 

Administration officials say Trump remains focused on serving the public.
“The president’s work doesn’t stop just because of the impeachment sham,” White House press secretary 

Stephanie Grisham said in an email. 
Trump, who departs Washington on Monday night, said he’s going to Davos to encourage businesses 

to invest in the U.S. 
“We’re now where the action is,” he said at a farmers’ convention Sunday in Texas.
Swooping in for what will be his second appearance at the annual Swiss economic forum, Trump was 

scheduled to arrive at the ski resort early Tuesday and jet back on Wednesday to a Washington that will 
be consumed by the impeachment trial. 

Trump will give a speech at the forum and meet with world leaders and business executives.
The Democratic-controlled House impeached the Republican president last month for abuse of power 

and obstruction of Congress after it was revealed that he had pressed Ukraine’s president to announce 
investigations into former Vice President Joe Biden, a Democratic political rival. Trump withheld foreign 
aid that Congress had approved for the Eastern European nation and dangled the prospect of an Oval 
Office meeting as leverage.

Trump denies any wrongdoing and argues that Democrats want to remove him from office because they 
know they can’t deny him reelection in November. Trump would be forced to leave office if convicted, but 
the Republican-controlled Senate is expected to acquit him.

Trump said he would attend the Davos forum despite the awkward timing because he wants to encour-
age businesses to come back to the U.S. 

“Our country is the hottest country anywhere in the world,” he said at the White House last week. “There’s 
nothing even close. I’ll be meeting the biggest business leaders in the world, getting them to come here.”

The White House has not named any of the business leaders Trump is set to meet with. But he will hold 
talks with the leaders of Iraq, Pakistan, Switzerland and Iraq’s self-governing Kurdish region, as well as 
the forum’s founder, the White House said Monday.

Trump also will have his first meeting with the new European Commission president, Ursula von der 
Leyen, the first woman to hold the position. 

That meeting could be the most significant, said analyst Matt Goodman, given Trump’s many disagree-
ments with Europe over tax and trade policy, like a new digital levy by the French that will force American 
tech giants such as Amazon and Google to pay up. 

“She’s new and she’s formidable,” said Goodman, who studies international economic policy as a senior 
vice president at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

He predicted a difficult year ahead for U.S.-EU relations. 
“It could either go very well or very badly,” Goodman said. 
Trump has smarted over the French tax, and his administration has announced plans to impose retalia-

tory tariffs of up to 100% on cheese, wine, lipstick and other French imports. France has threatened to 
fight back.
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But after speaking to Trump on Monday, French President Emmanuel Macron tweeted that they had a 

“great discussion” about the digital tax and “will work together on a good agreement to avoid tariff es-
calation.” 

The U.S. has also threatened to impose retaliatory duties on $7.5 billion worth of European airplanes, 
cheese, wine and other goods in a separate dispute over subsidies for Airbus, a competitor to Chicago-
based Boeing Co. 

Trump also has sought to wring trade concessions from the EU by threatening tariffs on German autos, 
including BMW and Mercedes-Benz.

Trump heads to Switzerland as just the third American president, after Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton, 
to face a Senate impeachment trial. Johnson and Clinton were both acquitted by the Senate. 

There is precedent for international travel by an impeached U.S. leader.
During his impeachment over an affair with a White House intern, Clinton visited Japan, South Korea, 

Israel and the Palestinian Authority. He traveled to Jordan for King Hussein’s funeral in February 1999, 
just a few days before he was acquitted by the Senate.

Two days after acquittal, Clinton went to Mexico on a state visit.
Trump is planning to make his first visit to India at the end of February, probably after the conclusion of 

his impeachment trial. He also has talked about traveling soon to Beijing, although he has given no dates, 
to open a new round of trade talks with China. 

___
Follow Darlene Superville on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/dsupervilleap

10 years after Vatican reform, Legion in new abuse crisis
By MARIA VERZA and NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The administrator of the elite Catholic school in Cancun, Mexico, used to take the 
girls out of class and send them to the chapel, where the priest from the Legion of Christ religious order 
would sexually abuse them.

“As some were reading the Bible, he would rape the others in front of them, little girls aged 6 to 8 or 9,” 
said one of his victims, Ana Lucia Salazar, now a 36-year-old Mexican television host and mother of three.

“Afterward, nothing was the same, nothing went back to the way it was,” she said through tears at her 
home in Mexico City.

Salazar’s horrific story, which has been corroborated by other victims and the Legion itself, has sparked 
a new credibility crisis for the once-influential order, 10 years after the Holy See took it over after deter-
mining that its founder was a pedophile.

But more importantly, it has called into question the Vatican reform itself: The papal envoy who ran 
the Legion starting in 2010 learned about the case nearly a decade ago and refused to punish or even 
investigate the priest or the superiors who covered up his crimes, many of whom are still in power and 
ministry today.

The scandal is not the story line the Legion was hoping for as it opened its general chapter Monday in 
Rome, a weeks-long gathering to choose new leaders and approve policy decisions going forward.

The assembly was supposed to have shown off the Legion embarking fully on its own after 10 years of 
Vatican-mandated reform. The Holy See imposed structural changes after revelations that the Legion’s late 
founder, the Rev. Marcial Maciel, sexually abused at least 60 seminarians, fathered at least three children 
and built a secretive, cult-like order to cater to his whims and hide his double life.

The Cancun scandal, though, has exposed that the Vatican reform failed to address one key area: to 
punish known historic abusers and the people who covered for them, and change the culture of cover-up 
that enabled the crimes.

From the outset, the late papal envoy who ran the Legion, Cardinal Velasio De Paolis, refused to hold 
complicit Legion superiors accountable or investigate past abusers.

“De Paolis said there would be no witch hunt, explicitly, and the consequence is that abuse and its cover-
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up have remained unpunished,” said the Rev. Christian Borgogno, a former Legion priest who co-founded 
the “Legioleaks” Facebook group where Salazar first went public in May. Borgogno said De Paolis’ decision 
to leave in place Legion superiors, many of whom were close to Maciel, “made reform impossible.”

“The only way out was to foster charismatic leaders, and they were even repressed,” he told the AP. 
“That’s the main reason why many of us left.”

Following the AP story, the Legion announced on Monday it would conduct an investigation with the 
Vatican into the cover-up of the case, and vowed all superiors involved would cooperate. 

Salazar, whose story has made headlines in Mexico, wants more: “What I want is for the pope to get 
radicalized,” she said. “There’s only one position, to be on the side of the violated children,” not a religious 
order that has among its priests “villains, delinquents, rapists, accomplices and victimizers.”

“The Legion of Christ has no reason to exist,” she said, echoing calls from even within the church that 
the Vatican should have suppressed the order 10 years ago. “It’s like taking apart a cartel; you have to 
remove the ringleaders and dismantle it.”

Legion spokesman the Rev. Aaron Smith argued that the Legion’s leadership had indeed changed over 
the past decade, noting that 11 priests are participating in the 2020 general chapter for the first time, and 
that most of the 66 participants are new to the assembly since the Vatican reform began. More than a 
dozen others, however, belong to Maciel’s old guard.

Smith said the power structure of the Maciel era had been dismantled, with more decentralized authority 
and systems of checks and balances put in place. 

“It would be practically impossible today to have actions like the ones which occurred during Maciel’s 
tenure to go undetected,” he said in emailed responses to questions, after declining an on-camera interview.

The scandal has struck the Legion at its core — Mexico — and cast a discrediting light where it hurts 
most: the Legion’s prestigious private schools, which cater to Mexico’s elite and are the order’s main source 
of income. Former Legion priests say the scandal is a devastating blow that they long warned about, since 
a loss of credibility among wealthy Mexicans would deprive the Legion of its key base.

Already, the Mexican bishops conference has ended its silence about the Legion to denounce the newly 
revealed abuse and the Legion’s failure to provide “a specific act of justice or reparation for the victims” 
even after it acknowledged the crimes, vowed more transparency and pointed to its child protection poli-
cies in place now. 

The archbishop of Monterrey — a Legion stronghold — denounced the group’s “criminal silence” and 
treatment of victims, and led recent calls from Mexican bishops for an end to the statute of limitations 
for child sex abuse cases. It was a remarkable turnabout, given that Mexico’s Catholic hierarchy long sup-
ported the Legion and benefited from the once-wealthy order’s largesse. 

Even the Vatican’s ambassador to Mexico, Monsignor Franco Coppola, broke the Holy See’s tradition 
of diplomatic discretion to publicly criticize the Legion’s handling of the case and call for the Vatican to 
investigate the “web of cover-up” behind it. That too was remarkable, given that the Vatican itself has 
been implicated in the Maciel cover-up.

Coppola also echoed calls from victims and the archdiocese of Monterrey for the Legion superiors im-
plicated in the cover-up to at least stand down from the general chapter, calling it a “great gesture of 
humility,” though until Monday none had accepted.

But on Monday evening, the Legion announced that the Rev. Eloy Bedia, who had been the Mexican 
superior who handled the complaints in the 1990s, had agreed to not participate in the meeting. But he 
also defended himself in a letter released by the order and noted that all personnel movements in the 
1990s were decided by Maciel, not him. 

Asked about the criticism from the Mexican hierarchy, Smith said the Legion welcomed the input as it 
seeks to improve its handling of past cases of abuse and prevention efforts going forward. 

He said the general chapter would evaluate current child protection practices, ensure proper outreach 
to victims, and could mandate a continuation of the investigation into other cases of abuse of power by 
Legion superiors.
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However, victims see such promises as nothing more than lip service, and dismissed the letters they 

received from the leadership after the scandal broke promising reparations and change. The Legion hasn’t 
yet settled all requests for financial compensation from eight of Maciel’s original victims, who made formal 
requests in 2018. 

Salazar’s case is particularly grave since her parents went to the bishop, himself a Legionary, to denounce 
the priest, Fernando Martínez Suárez, as soon as Salazar told them in late 1992 that he had digitally raped 
her. Then aged 8, she had been jumping on her parents’ bed one night when she revealed that Martínez 
would sit her on his lap, pull her panties aside, penetrate her and masturbate himself.

“My mother says that while I was jumping, it seemed like I was a butterfly, as if I were lifting the weight 
off, as if I were flying,” Salazar said. 

But Martínez had friends, chief among them Maciel, who it turns out had sexually abused him. Martínez 
was one of nearly a dozen Legion priests who were childhood victims of the founder and went onto molest 
other minors, a multi-generational chain of abuse that the Legion acknowledged last month.

Last week, the Legion announced that Martínez had asked to be defrocked, after an outside investiga-
tion determined he molested at least six girls in Cancun and that a series of Legion leaders, from the 
original bishop who took Salazar’s complaint to De Paolis himself, decided against reporting him to police 
or even the Vatican. Martinez had been transferred from Cancun to a seminary in Spain, with no formal 
restrictions imposed after the Legion received the first reports.

De Paolis, one of the Vatican’s top canon lawyers, then essentially became part of the cover-up: He had 
learned of the case between 2011-2013 when he was asked to take action against Martinez since no proper 
investigation had ever been conducted. But at the moment in which Martinez could have finally been 
brought to justice, De Paolis settled on inaction since no other complaints had been received,  according 
to the investigation by the Praesidium firm. Martinez was subsequently transferred to Rome in 2016.

The current Legion superior, the Rev. Eduardo Robles Gil, apologized to Salazar for how her case was 
handled originally and all the subsequent “deficiencies.”

“I could have remedied it starting in 2014, but I followed the decisions that were taken about abuse 
cases from previous decades, and we didn’t reexamine it,” he wrote her in November. 

He forwarded a letter from Martínez to Salazar, in which her abuser begged her forgiveness “for the grave 
harm I caused you.” He termed his behavior “faults” that were the result of an “uncontrolled sexuality.”

Salazar was deeply offended, feeling the letters diminished the crimes and cover-up. “It was revictimizing 
to me, humiliating, disgusting.”

After Salazar came forward, other Martínez victims broke their silence. 
Their stories were no surprise to Beatriz Sánchez, an English teacher at Cancun’s Colegio Cumbres in 

the early 1990s who heard about the rapes after discovering a group of his victims whispering — and 
weeping — in the bathroom. 

“When one approached me she said: ‘Miss, each time Father is doing it harder with the littlest ones and 
we don’t want this to happen to them, please help us,’” Sanchez told AP.

She urged them to write it down — and then was promptly fired when she reported him to Martinez’s 
then-superior, Bedia.

After Salazar went public, the school official who used to take the girls out of class to offer them up to 
Martinez was fired from her job at another Legion school.

One of the young victims was Biani López-Antúnez, whose mother had also reported the abuse to the 
Legion in 1993.

Irma Hassey said she hadn’t pried for details when her daughter first revealed Martinez’s abuse as a 
child, not wanting to hurt her further, and only learned the full extent in November.

Now, she said, she realizes with horror that for two years “I was leaving my daughter at the door of a 
rapist.”

___
Winfield reported from the Vatican.
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Survivor recounts confused, chaotic cult rite that killed 7

By JUAN ZAMORANO Associated Press
SANTIAGO, Panama (AP) — A survivor of the cult ceremony that killed her daughter and six other people 

in a remote village in Panama says she was ordered to close her eyes, was beaten and knocked uncon-
scious during the ritual. 

The account Monday by Dina Blanco suggests the 14 surviving participants were helpless, bound, un-
conscious or sightless much of the time. 

So the truth about what happened in the bizarre ceremony may only come out at the trials of the nine 
villagers charged with killing their neighbors in the hamlet of El Terrón last week. 

Blanco said from her hospital bed in the nearest city, Santiago, that she had gone to previous prayer 
meetings at the improvised church in a long wooden shed before. But this time, the tone had changed, 
and she didn’t go willingly.

The cult, which had operated in the village for about three months, changed after a member had a vi-
sion, telling the lay preachers they had been “annointed” to exterminate unbelievers.

Blanco, 24, said a neighbor, Olivia, came to call her to the meeting of “the New Light of God” sect on 
Jan. 13, saying she would have to come “whether you like it or not.”

So she went — along with her 9-year-old daughter, who had epilepsy, her 15-year-old son and her father. 
Her father and her son managed to escape; Blanco and her daughter, Inés, were not so lucky.

When they arrived, they were told not to open their eyes, and to grab each others’ hands and pray; the 
worshipers felt they were physically in the presence of the Lord.

“I felt something hit my head, and then I don’t what happened to me. I dropped to my knees,” said the 
short, dark-haired Blanco.

Authorities say cult members used Bibles, cudgels and machetes to hit the congregants. Blanco still bears 
a broad bruise across her forehead from whatever hit her.

“When I came to, they kept telling me not to open my eyes,” she recalled. “I heard drums, an accordion, 
screams, crying. I was tied up.”

Authorities say some of the congregants had been forced to strip, and walk across glowing embers.
But the worst was yet to come. Late that night or in the early morning hours of the 14th, a sect member 

approached and told her that her daughter Inés had died.
“The birds of the fields shall dispose of her body,”the voice said.
In fact, Inés, like Blanco’s pregnant neighbor and five of her children, had been murdered during the 

ritual — by some accounts, decapitated — and their naked bodies slung into hammocks and dumped in 
a freshly-dug common grave in the village cemetery.

Nine of the 10 lay preachers detained last week have been charged with murder and kidnapping.
Bibles still lay open and musical instruments lay scattered ov er the weekend in the shed where the 

killings took place.
Indigenous  leader Evangelisto Santo has said that during the ceremony, “People were dancing and sing-

ing and nobody paid attention because we knew that they were in the presence of God.” 
But for Blanco, God was not among those present. “For me, it was hate that was there,” she said.
El Terron is nestled in the jungle of the indigenous Ngabe Bugle enclave on Panama’s Caribbean coast, 

and it is largely cut off from the outside world. Its 300 residents must walk hours along steep and muddy 
narrow roads to hail boats that can transport them along a river to other villages that have electricity, 
telephones, health clinics and a police presence.

In the city of Santiago, Blanco must still undergo scans to rule out internal injuries; she has bruises on 
her abdomen, back and hands from the beatings. But her what hurts most is in her heart.

“She was a disabled girl,” she said of Inés. “I spent a lot of time on her, I bought her pills to treat her 
illness that cost $3,” a huge amount for impoverished farmers in Panama’s poorest region. “Now  I won’t 
have her at home anymore,” Blanco said. “That is the greatest pain that I have.”
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AP FACT CHECK: Distortions in Trump’s legal defense

By CALVIN WOODWARD and HOPE YEN Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s defense against impeachment charges, as laid out in 

his legal argument released Monday, has distortions at its core.
Trump through his lawyers assails Democrats for trying to upend the results of an election, which is 

precisely the point of impeachment in the Constitution. The case asserts Trump committed no crime, a 
benchmark for impeachment that the Constitution’s authors avoided adopting in a well-documented debate.

A look at some statements by Trump and his legal team as opening arguments approach in the Senate 
impeachment trial:

TRUMP’s legal brief: “Anyone having the most basic respect for the sovereign will of the American people 
would shudder at the enormity of casting a vote to impeach a duly elected President. ... House Democrats 
were determined from the outset to find some way — any way — to corrupt the extraordinary power of 
impeachment for use as a political tool to overturn the result of the 2016 election and to interfere in the 
2020 election.”

THE FACTS: This is an odd reading of constitutional history. Removing a duly elected president is exactly 
the goal of the Constitution’s impeachment clause, not a perversion of it. 

The Constitution gives the House the sole power to impeach a president, which the House has done, 
and the Senate the responsibility of convicting or acquitting that president, which the Senate trial will do.

___
TRUMP, on Democrats who want witnesses to testify: “They didn’t want John Bolton and others in the 

House. They were in too much of a rush. Now they want them all in the Senate. Not supposed to be that 
way!” — tweet Monday.

THE FACTS: That’s false. Bolton, Trump’s former national security adviser, refused to testify. Democrats 
wanted him to. But they chose not to pursue a subpoena and risk an extended struggle in court. Bolton 
has signaled his willingness to testify at the Senate trial if he’s subpoenaed.

___
TRUMP’s legal brief: “The practical application of the Impeachment Clause by Congress supports the 

conclusion that an impeachable offense requires especially egregious conduct that threatens the consti-
tutional order and, specifically, that it requires a violation of established law.”

THE FACTS: Egregious conduct, yes. But impeachment does not require a crime to have been commited.
The Constitution’s framers had a vigorous and well-documented debate  over just that point.
Constitutional scholars say the grounds for impeachment and removal from office — “Treason, Bribery, 

or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors” — are a catch-all designed to redress any consequential abuse 
of power so long as that abuse hurts the country at large.

Months after the 1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Alexander Hamilton explained in the 
Federalist Papers that a commonly understood crime need not be the basis of impeachment. Offenses 
meriting that step “are of a nature which may with peculiar propriety be denominated POLITICAL, as they 
relate chiefly to injuries done immediately to the society itself.”

To be sure, the commission of an actual crime can strengthen the hand of those seeking to remove a 
president, and the articles of impeachment against Trump do not accuse him of a crime.

Even so, the Government Accountability Office, a nonpartisan investigative arm of Congress, concluded 
last week that the Trump administration broke the law by freezing military aid to Ukraine that Congress 
had approved.

Its report said “the President is not vested with the power to ignore or amend any such duly enacted 
law.” The money was held up last summer on orders from Trump but released in September after Congress 
pushed for its release and a whistleblower’s complaint about Trump’s July call with the Ukrainian leader 
became public.

___
TRUMP: “Individuals who have stated for the record that they spoke to the President about the subject 
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actually exonerate him. Ambassador to the European Union Gordon Sondland stated that when he asked 
the President what he wanted from Ukraine, the President said: ‘I want nothing. I want no quid pro quo.’” 
— Trump’s initial legal response, released Saturday by his lawyers.

 THE FACTS: He omits key context on what Sondland told House investigators. 
As one of the officials most deeply involved in trying to get Ukraine to do Trump’s bidding, Sondland 

testified that there was indeed a quid pro quo in the matter and “everyone was in the loop.” Specifically, 
Sondland said it was understood that Ukraine’s new president would only get a meeting with Trump in 
the Oval Office if he publicly pledged to investigate the Bidens and the Democrats. 

“Was there a ‘quid pro quo?’ Sondland asked in his statement to the House Intelligence Committee. 
“As I testified previously, with regard to the requested White House call and White House meeting, the 
answer is yes.” 

Moreover, on the more serious matter of withholding military aid to Ukraine unless the country investigated 
Democrats, Sondland testified that a this-for-that explanation was the only one that made sense to him. 

Testimony from other officials shored up the picture of a president and his associates systematically 
trying to get Ukraine to do what Trump wanted during a period when the military assistance approved by 
Congress was put on hold without explanation. 

___
TRUMP: “House Democrats ran a fundamentally flawed and illegitimate process that denied the President 

every basic right, including the right to have counsel present, the right to cross-examine witnesses.” — 
response to impeachment charges Saturday.

TRUMP: “’We demand fairness’ shouts Pelosi and the Do Nothing Democrats, yet the Dems in the House 
wouldn’t let us have 1 witness, no lawyers or even ask questions.” — tweet on Jan. 13, referring to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

THE FACTS: Not true. The House Judiciary Committee, which produced the articles of impeachment, 
invited Trump or his legal team to come. He declined. 

Absent White House representation, the hearings proceeded as things in Congress routinely do: Time is 
split between Democratic and Republican lawmakers to ask questions and engage in the debate. Lawyers 
for Democrats and Republicans on the committee presented the case for and against the impeachment 
articles and members questioned witnesses, among them an academic called forward by Republicans.

The first round of hearings was by the House Intelligence Committee and resembled the investigative 
phase of criminal cases, conducted without the participation of the subject of the investigation. Trump cried 
foul then at the lack of representation, then rejected representation when the next committee offered it.

___
Associated Press writer Lynn Berry contributed to this report.
___
EDITOR’S NOTE — A look at the veracity of claims by political figures.
___ 
Find AP Fact Checks at http://apne.ws/2kbx8bd 
Follow @APFactCheck on Twitter: https://twitter.com/APFactCheck

Protests or not, politics and Olympics are intertwined
By EDDIE PELLS AP National Writer

More than a half-century later, Tommie Smith and John Carlos are cemented into Olympic lore — their 
names enshrined in the Olympic Hall of Fame in the United States, their portrait an indelible fixture on 
the universal sports landscape. 

As for that raised-fist salute that transformed them into Olympic icons, while also symbolizing the power 
athletes possess for the short time they’re on their biggest stage — it’s still forbidden. 

Such was the warning this month in the announcement  by the IOC, whose athletes’ commission banned 
kneeling and hand gestures during medals ceremonies and competiton. It’s all part of an attempt to tamp 
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down political demonstrations at this summer’s Tokyo Games. 

“The eyes of the world will be on the athletes and the Olympic Games,” IOC President Thomas Bach 
said, in delivering an impassioned defense of the rules.

IOC athlete’s rep Kirsty Coventry portrayed the guidance as a way to provide some clarity on an issue 
that has confounded both athletes and authorities for decades. 

The issue, always bubbling, surfaced last year when two U.S. athletes — Gwen Berry and Race Imboden 
— used medal ceremonies to make political statements at the Pan American Games. Those gestures 
brought a strong rebuke from the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic committees, but the groups still appear  
confused and conflicted  about the entire matter. (The  USOPC didn’t welcome Smith and Carlos to an 
officially sanctioned event until 2016. )

The IOC got its atheltes’ commission, which has often contradicted key athlete movements in other 
Olympic areas, to get out front on the issue and offer its advice. It was essentially no different from what 
the IOC itself has been touting for years. Not surprisingly, some view it as an out-of-touch, retrograde 
attempt to stifle an increasingly outspoken generation of athletes.

The mushrooming of live TV, to say nothing of the outlets now available on social media, has empowered 
athletes — the best examples from recent years would be Colin Kaepernick and Megan Rapinoe, but there 
are dozens more — to use sports to send a message. 

Rapinoe’s reaction to the IOC announcement: “We will not be silenced.” As much as her play, Rapinoe’s 
outspoken fight for equal pay for the U.S. women’s soccer team underscored the American victory in the 
World Cup last year and made her, in the minds of many, the most influential athlete of 2019. 

“So much for being done about the protests,” Rapinoe wrote on Instagram last weekend. “So little being 
done about what we are protesting about.”

The athletes’ commission said disciplinary action would be taken “on a case-by-case basis as necessary” 
and listed the IOC, the sports federations and the athletes’ national governing bodies as those who will 
have authority to make the call. It made no mention of what the sanctions could be. In that respect, it 
added confusion, and might have served to emphasize the power disparity between the athletes, who are 
the show, and the agencies who run this multibillion-dollar enterprise and, for all intents and purposes, 
control the invitation list. 

Among the other questions not answered in the guidance document: 
Who, exactly, will adjudicate the individual cases and how will cases be adjudicated? 
Who, exactly, will have ultimate responsibility for implementing sanctions? 
While those questions went unanswered, the document did include the reminder that “it is a fundamental 

principle that sport is neutral and must be separate from political, religious or any other type of interference.”
That concept, however, runs counter to long thread of Olympics-as-politics storylines that have dominated 

the movement since it was founded in 1896. 
A truncated list includes: 
—Hitler’s hosting of the 1936 Games (winter and summer) in Nazi Germany. 
—IOC President Avery Brundage’s ham-handed handling of South Africa’s status in the Olympics during 

apartheid.
—The 1972 massacre of Israeli athletes during the Munich Games. 
—The U.S. boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympics, followed by the Soviet Union’s boycott of the 1984 

Los Angeles Games. 
—The IOC’s awarding of the 2008 Olympics to Beijing, in part compelled by promises to shine a light on 

the country’s attempt to improve human rights. 
More recently, Bach has found the committee a permanent place at the United Nations, used the Py-

eongchang Games in South Korea to strive for better relations between the Koreas and spent ample time 
negotiating deals with leaders who have been kind enough to spend billions to stage the Olympics. 

Though the IOC would argue that there are still places to make political statements in the Olympic space 
— news conferences and social media among them — it does not condone them on the field of play or 
the medals stand. It made all the more striking the picture the IOC tweeted out last Monday: Bach posing 
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on a mountain with athletes in uniform from the United States and Iran at the Youth Olympic Games — a 
political statement during a time of strife that is designed to forward the long-held IOC-driven credo that 
the Olympics promote peace.

Peace itself is dependent on politics, and the people who run the Olympics are well connected to that 
world. 

No fewer than nine members of IOC itself are princes, princesses, dukes or sheiks — and that list doesn’t 
include the multitude of government officials involved in organizations that branch out of the IOC. For 
instance, half the World Anti-Doping Agency’s board comes from governments across the globe.

Bach has singled out political concerns as a major divider in the Russian doping scandal that has em-
broiled the Olympics the past five years — implying it’s as much an East vs. West issue as one based on 
decisions that stem from painstakingly accumulated evidence. 

The latest move comes in the run-up to what figures to be a divisive election year in the United States, 
the country that sends the largest contingent to the Olympics, wins the most medals and often lands 
some of the most outspoken athletes on the podium. 

Smith and Carlos were booted from Mexico City after their protest. If history — to say nothing of Rapi-
noe’s reaction — is any guide, the IOC could be placed in the position to decide whether to make that 
same sort of statement again.

Thunberg slams Davos elites on climate as Trump takes stage
By PAN PYLAS Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) — Young climate activists including Swedish teenager Greta Thunberg told 
business and political elites gathered Tuesday at the World Economic Forum that they aren’t doing enough 
to tackle the climate emergency and warned them that time was running out.

At a panel in the Swiss ski resort of Davos, climate campaigners expressed hope that their generation 
could work with those in power to bring about the change needed to limit global warming even as Thun-
berg - a vocal critic of leaders’ inaction - said not enough has been done.

“We need to start listening to the science, and treat this crisis with the importance it deserves,” said 
the 17-year-old, just as U.S. President Donald Trump was arriving in Davos, where he later gave a speech. 
Trump has pulled the U.S. out of the Paris accord to limit climate change and has traded barbs with Thun-
berg on social media.

“Without treating it as a real crisis we cannot solve it,” Thunberg said , adding that it was time to stop 
burning fossil fuels immediately, not decades from now.

The Swedish teenager came to fame by staging a regular strike at her school, sparking a global move-
ment that eventually earned her Time Magazine’s award as the 2019 Person of the Year.  Last year she 
told leaders gathered in Davos that they should “panic” about climate change.

Speaking in the afternoon, Thunberg brushed aside Trump’s announcement that the U.S. would join the 
economic forum’s initiative to plant 1 trillion trees across the globe to help capture carbon dioxide from 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

“Planting trees is good of course but it’s nowhere near enough,” Thunberg said. “It cannot replace miti-
gation,” she added, referring to efforts to drastically cut emissions in the near term.

Thunberg accused leaders of “cheating and fiddling around with numbers” with talk of cutting emissions 
to ‘net zero’ - that is, emitting no more carbon than is absorbed by the planet or technical means - by 2050.

While there has been widespread criticism both inside and outside the United States over Trump’s deci-
sion to pull the U.S. out of the 2015 Paris climate accord, Thunberg said the rest of the world, too, was 
effectively missing the targets set down in that agreement.

She dismissed the notion that climate change is a partisan issue, insisting that “this isn’t about right or 
left.” 

Responding to those who have accused her of doom-mongering, Thunberg said her message was simply 
based on scientific facts, not irrational fears.
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“My generation will not give up without a fight,” she said.
Her views were echoed by other climate activists, such Natasha Wang Mwansa, an 18-year-old activist 

from Zambia who campaigns for girls’ and women’s rights. She told an audience in Davos that “the older 
generation has a lot of experience, but we have ideas, we have energy, and we have solutions.”

Salvador Gómez-Colón, who raised funds and awareness after Hurricane María devastated his native 
Puerto Rico in 2017, said young activists are doing more than just talking.

“We’re not waiting five, 10, 20 years to take the action we want to see. We’re not the future of the world, 
we’re the present, we’re acting now. We’re not waiting any longer.”

Autumn Peltier, the chief water commissioner for the Anishinabek Nation of indigenous people in Canada, 
said plaudits are not what they are looking for at the World Economic Forum.

“I don’t want your awards. If you are going to award me, award me with helping to find solutions and 
helping to make change.”

Thunberg cited a report released in 2018 by the U.N.’s science panel that calculated the amount of ad-
ditional carbon dioxide the atmosphere can absorb before global average temperature increases exceed 
1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit). Leaders agreed to try to stay below that threshold when they signed 
the 2015 Paris climate accord, but scientists warn the chances of doing so are dwindling.

Thunberg noted that the remaining carbon “budget” to confidently meet that target stood at just 420 
gigatons of CO2 two years ago, the equivalent of 10 years of global emissions. Even with a more optimistic 
calculation, keeping the global temperature rise below 1.5 C would require a massive reduction in emis-
sions over the next two decades.

“These numbers aren’t anyone’s political opinions or political views,” said Thunberg. “This is the current 
best-available science.”

___
Read more stories on climate issues by The Associated Press here.
___
Kirsten Grieshaber and Frank Jordans in Berlin contributed to this report.

Malaysia sends back trash, says won’t be world’s waste bin
PENANG, Malaysia (AP) — Malaysia has sent back 150 containers of plastic waste to 13 mainly rich 

countries since the third quarter last year, with the environment minster warning on Monday that those 
who want to make the country a rubbish bin of the world can “dream on.” 

Shipments of unwanted rubbish have been rerouted to Southeast Asia since China banned the import 
of plastic waste in 2018, but Malaysia and other developing countries are fighting back. 

Environment Minister Yeo Bee Yin said another 110 containers are expected to be sent back by the 
middle of this year.

Yeo said the successful repatriation of a total 3,737 metric tonnes (4,120 U.S. tons) of waste followed 
strict enforcement at key Malaysian ports to block smuggling of waste and shuttering more than 200 il-
legal plastic recycling factories.

Of the 150 containers, 43 were returned to France, 42 to the United Kingdom, 17 to the United States, 
11 to Canada, 10 to Spain and the rest to Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, Portugal, China, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka and Lithuania, her ministry said.

She said the Malaysian government didn’t pay a single cent, with the costs of sending back the waste 
fully borne by the shipping liners and companies responsible for importing and exporting the waste.

Yeo said talks were ongoing with U.S. authorities to take back another 60 containers this year. Canada 
also has 15 more containers, Japan 14, the U.K. 9 and Belgium 8 from 110 more containers that are still 
being held at Malaysian ports, she said.

“If people want to see us as the rubbish dump of the world, you dream on,” Yeo told reporters during 
inspection at a port in northern Penang state.

Yeo said the government will launch an action plan on illegal plastic importation next month that will 
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help the different agencies coordinate enforcement and speed up the process of returning the waste.

“Our position is very firm. We just want to send back (the waste) and we just want to give a message 
that Malaysia is not the dumping site of the world,” she added.

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Tuesday, Jan. 21, the 21st day of 2020. There are 345 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 21, 1861, Jefferson Davis of Mississippi and four other Southerners whose states had seceded 

from the Union resigned from the U.S. Senate.
On this date:
In 1793, during the French Revolution, King Louis XVI, condemned for treason, was executed on the 

guillotine.
In 1908, New York City’s Board of Aldermen passed an ordinance prohibiting women from smoking in 

public establishments (the measure was vetoed by Mayor George B. McClellan Jr., but not before one 
woman, Katie Mulcahey, was jailed overnight for refusing to pay a fine).

In 1924, Russian revolutionary Vladimir Lenin died at age 53.
In 1950, former State Department official Alger Hiss, accused of being part of a Communist spy ring, 

was found guilty in New York of lying to a grand jury. (Hiss, who proclaimed his innocence, served less 
than four years in prison.)

In 1954, the first atomic submarine, the USS Nautilus, was launched at Groton (GRAH’-tuhn), Connecticut 
(however, the Nautilus did not make its first nuclear-powered run until nearly a year later).

In 1976, British Airways and Air France inaugurated scheduled passenger service on the supersonic 
Concorde jet.

In 1977, on his first full day in office, President Jimmy Carter pardoned almost all Vietnam War draft 
evaders.

In 1982, convict-turned-author Jack Henry Abbott was found guilty in New York of first-degree man-
slaughter in the stabbing death of waiter Richard Adan in 1981. (Abbott was later sentenced to 15 years 
to life in prison; he committed suicide in 2002.)

In 1994, a jury in Manassas, Virginia, found Lorena Bobbitt not guilty by reason of temporary insanity 
of maliciously wounding her husband John, whom she’d accused of sexually assaulting her.

In 1997, Speaker Newt Gingrich was reprimanded and fined as the House voted for the first time in his-
tory to discipline its leader for ethical misconduct.

In 2003, the Census Bureau announced that Hispanics had surpassed blacks as America’s largest minor-
ity group.

In 2007, Lovie Smith became the first black head coach to make it to the Super Bowl when his Chicago 
Bears won the NFC championship, beating the New Orleans Saints 39-14; Tony Dungy became the second 
when his Indianapolis Colts took the AFC title over the New England Patriots, 38-34.

Ten years ago: A bitterly divided U.S. Supreme Court, in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, 
vastly increased the power of big business and labor unions to influence government decisions by freeing 
them to spend their millions directly to sway elections for president and Congress. Former Democratic 
presidential candidate John Edwards finally admitted fathering a daughter during an affair before his second 
White House bid. Toyota recalled 2.3 million U.S. vehicles to fix accelerator pedals.

Five years ago: Defying President Barack Obama, House Speaker John Boehner (BAY’-nur) announced 
that he’d invited Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to stand before Congress and push for new 
sanctions against its archenemy Iran. (Netanyahu addressed Congress on March 3, 2015.) In an embar-
rassing setback, House Republicans abruptly decided to drop planned debate of a bill criminalizing virtually 
all late-term abortions after objections from GOP women and other lawmakers left them short of votes.

One year ago: A light aircraft carrying Argentine soccer player Emiliano Sala to his new team in Wales 
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went missing over the English Channel; Sala’s body was recovered from the wreckage two weeks later. 
Security forces in Venezuela put down a pre-dawn uprising by national guardsmen that triggered violent 
street protests; the move came as opposition leaders regained momentum in their efforts to oust Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro. First-term senator and former California attorney general Kamala Harris entered the 
Democratic presidential race. (Harris would withdraw from the race in December.) Pulitzer Prize-winning 
columnist and author Russell Baker died at the age of 93. Former Sen. Harris Wofford of Pennsylvania, a 
longtime civil rights activist, died at the age of 92. Comedian and singer Kaye Ballard, who starred with 
Eve Arden in the 1960s TV sitcom “The Mothers-In-Law,” died at her California home; she was 93.

Today’s Birthdays: World Golf Hall of Famer Jack Nicklaus is 80. Opera singer-conductor Placido Domingo 
is 79. Singer Mac Davis is 78. Actress Jill Eikenberry is 73. Country musician Jim Ibbotson is 73. Singer-
songwriter Billy Ocean is 70. Former U.S. Ambassador to China Gary Locke is 70. Former U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder is 69. Actor-director Robby Benson is 64. Actress Geena Davis is 64. Sen. Kevin Cramer, 
R-N.D., is 59. Basketball Hall of Famer Hakeem Olajuwon is 57. Actress Charlotte Ross is 52. R-and-B singer 
Marc Gay is 51. Actor John Ducey is 51. Actress Karina Lombard is 51. Actor Ken Leung is 50. Rapper Levirt 
(B-Rock and the Bizz) is 50. Rock musician Mark Trojanowski (Sister Hazel) is 50. Rock singer-songwriter 
Cat Power is 48. Rock DJ Chris Kilmore (Incubus) is 47. Actor Vincent Laresca is 46. Singer Emma Bunton 
(Spice Girls) is 44. Actor Jerry Trainor is 43. Country singer Phil Stacey is 42. Rhythm-and-blues singer Nokio 
(Dru Hill) is 41. Actress Izabella Miko (MEE’-koh) is 39. Actor Luke Grimes is 36. Actress Feliz Ramirez is 28.

Thought for Today: “I honestly think it is better to be a failure at something you love than to be a suc-
cess at something you hate.” — George Burns, American comedian (1896-1996).
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