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Spray Foam.
The resolution that keeps
on giving and

Bahr Spray Foam
605-380-2931
www.bahrsprayfoam.net

n Bahr Spray Foam

We also can raise

concrete with foam.
100% warranty

OPE"= Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers and

aluminum cans. © 2020 Groton Daily Independent
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Thaler leads Tigers with 15 points in win over Brltton Hecla

The Groton Area girls” basketball team had a nine-point . <
run in the first half and continued to pull away for a 42-22
Northeast Conference win over Britton-Hecla.

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored
by Allied Climate Professionals, Blocker Construction, Groton
Dairy Queen, Jark Real Estate, John Sieh Agency, Milbrandt
Enterprises, Tyson DeHoet Trucking.

The game was tied twice early on before the Tigers took
a 10-5 lead at the end of the first quarter and a 22-9 lead
at half time. Groton Area led, 35-14, at the end of the third
quarter.

Alyssa Thaler led the Tigers with 15 points, three re-
bounds, one assist and led the team in steals with five.
Gracie Traphagen had nine points, 10 rebounds, two assists,
one steal and block. Brooke Gengerke scored all nine of
her points in the second half, was five of six from the line,
had three assists and four steals. Kaycie Hawkins had six
points, two rebounds, one assist and two steals. Madeline
Fliehs had two points, two rebounds and three steals. Al-
lyssa Locke had one free throw, four rebounds, three assists and
one steal. Trista Keith had five rebounds, one assist and two steals.
Shallyn Foertsch had one rebound and one steal and Aspen Johnson
had one steal.

Groton Area made 15 of 55 field goals for 27 percent, was 10 pf
16 from the line for 63 percent off of Britton-Hecla’s 13 team fouls,
had 34 rebounds, 11 assists and one block. Groton Area had 21
turnovers. Britton-Hecla had 27 turnovers, 19 of which were steals.

Britton-Hecla was nine of 44 in shooting for 20 percent and was
three of nine from the line for 33 percent off of Groton Area’s 11
team fouls.

Groton Area is now 2-2 on the season and will host Aberdeen Ron- §
calli on Tuesday. Britton-Hecla falls to 0-5 on the season. Both the
junior varisty and varsity games will be broadcast live on GDILIVE.
COM.

The Braves were led by Sterling Brassfield, Emma Storley and
Jayden Bender with six points apiece while Jenna Werner and Alyssa
James each had two points.

There was no junior varsity game.

Brooke Gengerke dribbles past Britton-
Hecla’s Sterling Brassfield. (photo by Paul Kosel)

- Paul Kosel

Kaycie Hawkins looks for an
open player to pass off the ball.
(Photo by Paul Kosel)
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The Cultural Heritage Center: More than a Museum
The Cultural Heritage Center is a magnificent building in

Pierre. In its underground setting, South Dakota history has SOUTH DAKOTA
been carefully interpreted and the state’s historical documents m

and objects have been safely protected and stored for 30 years.

Gov. George S. Mickelson, First Lady Linda Mickelson and
other dignitaries broke ground for the 63,000-square-foot HISTORY & HERITAGE
center on May 1, 1987. It was
completed in early 1989 and
dedicated in November of
that year as a lasting legacy
of South Dakota’s centen-
nial. South Dakota became
a state on Nov. 2, 1889.

Many people associate |
the Cultural Heritage Center &=
with a world-class museum, &
but it offers more than that.
It houses a whole team of
people dedicated to preserv-
ing South Dakota’s past in a
variety of ways.

As headquarters of the
South Dakota State Historical Society, the Cultural Heritage Center houses administrative, research and
publishing, archives, historic preservation, and museum operations. The South Dakota Historical Society
Foundation, the fundraising arm of the Society, also maintains offices in the Cultural Heritage Center. The
Archaeological Research Center, operated by the State Historical Society, is located in Rapid City.

The South Dakota Historical Society Press publishes award-winning books on the history and heritage
of the Northern Great Plains -- from scholarly works to picture books designed to engage children with
the past. The Press’ biggest popular success thus far was the publication of “Pioneer Girl: The Annotated
Autobiography of Laura Ingalls Wilder,” which made the New York Times Best Seller list.

The Press also publishes the State Historical Society’s journal, “South Dakota History,” which members
of the Society receive quarterly.

The State Archives collects and makes available records which have permanent historical and research
value. Genealogists visit the archives to use the records to learn their family history. Researchers and
scholars use the archival collections to write articles, books and theses. Business owners, students and
authors use historical photographs from the archives in their buildings’ décor, school projects and books.
The records have also been instrumental in court cases, resolving land ownership disputes and ensuring
that citizens receive the benefits to which they are entitled.

The archives contains 20,000 cubic feet of records, including private collections, state and local govern-
ment documents, rare books, audio and video recordings, 1.2 million photographs, 12,000 maps and more
than 2 million files of digital materials.

Business owners and homeowners sometimes have questions about their historic properties. "How can
I protect my grandparents’ homestead from being destroyed?” “I hear preserving my old wood windows
is better than replacing them with vinyl windows. Why is that and how can it be done?” “The porch on my
1932 house is collapsing. Do you have any money to help me fix it?” “Family stories say American Indians
used to camp in what is now our pasture. Now some stranger wants to dig it up. What should we do?”

The State Historic Preservation Office or SHPO in the Cultural Heritage Center can help.

The SHPO implements the National Historic Preservation Act in South Dakota. The basis of the Act is the

: - L o i
A rainbow over the Cultural Heritage Center. (courtesy Photo)
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National Register of Historic Places, a program of the National Park Service which helps protect America’s
historic resources. The SHPO staff helps owners determine if their property is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places and, if so, can assist them in getting it listed. Those properties listed
are eligible for a variety of financial incentives such as Deadwood Fund grants, the state property tax
moratorium program and federal Historic Tax Credits.

SHPO is also responsible for protecting South Dakota’s historical properties and sites by reviewing any
federal, state, or locally supported project which may have the potential to damage these important cul-
tural and historical resources.

Most people think of the Cultural Heritage Center as the museum. It is the most evident aspect of the
building. It features temporary exhibits in the Hogen and Observation galleries, along with the primary
exhibit “The South Dakota Experience.” They bring to life South Dakota’s history from earliest inhabitants
to current day. The museum collection contains more than 34,000 objects that focus on South Dakota’s
history -- from the Great Sioux Horse Effigy to political buttons.

“History Explorer” backpacks for youngsters make for a fun, family-friendly museum experience. The
monthly Family Fun Saturday programs are a way children and adults can come to the Cultural Heritage
Center to make a history-related craft together.

Although the Cultural Heritage Center is in Pierre, the State Historical Society offers services throughout
the state. In addition to a catalog of books on South Dakota history, the Society presents off-site pro-
gramming to groups and provides field service consultation and training for those needing professional
assistance. Through www.history.sd.gov, nearly 35,000 photographs and maps are available on-line and
instant access is provided to collection indexes. Businesses, community groups and schools can rent suit-
case education kits and traveling exhibits. A fourth-grade South Dakota history curriculum is accessible
at www.sd4history.com and is available to anyone interested in learning more about the state’s history.

This moment in South Dakota history is provided by the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation, the
nonprofit fundraising partner of the South Dakota State Historical Society at the Cultural Heritage Center
in Pierre. Find us on the web at www.sdhsf.org. Contact us at info@sdhsf.org to submit a story idea.

Groton Area Tigers

8:00 p.m., Friday, Jan. 3, 2020
at Britton
Broadcast Sponsored by Aberdeen Chrysler Center



https://livestream.com/accounts/16049453/events/8946973

Groton Datly Independent

Friday, Jan. 03, 2020 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 186 ~ 5 of 65

News from the Columbia Legion Auxiliary

A Member to Remember

Auxiliary Unit - Roy L. Hall Post #58 from Co-
lumbia nominated Doris Dennert as "A Member
to Remember."

Doris has been a member of the Legion Auxilia-
ry for 38 years - joining in 1981! She is a strong
member of the ALA organization - always at
every event willing to do her part! She is a very
involved member of the community - in her
church as well as helping with the organization -
The Orphan Grain Train. Through this service,
the unit is inspired to do more! She is present at
every event in our community - whether it is a
funeral, fundraiser, or holiday party for area chil-
dren - always providing a wonderful pan of
bars. She is an integral part of our Auxiliary
unit. We would be lost without her!

. . This was the article in the January issue of The South Da-
Doris Dennert was honored kota Legionette.

as a "Member to Remember”
in our ALA Legionette publi-
cation in January. We knew
in advance about the award
and gave Doris a plaque at our
December meeting by Cara
Dennert. (Courtesy Photo)

Caitlynn Barse
and Kayla Jensen
were present at
the Columbia Le-
gion Auxiliary's
December meet-
ing - they gave
us a review of
their time at Girls'
State last spring.
(Courtesy Photo)
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Hazardous Weather Outlook
National Weather Service Aberdeen SD
This Hazardous Weather Outlook is for west central Minnesota and northeast South Dakota.
.DAY ONE...Today and tonight.
Snow accumulations of 1 to 3 inches possible today with light icing from freezing rain early this morning.
.DAYS TWO THROUGH SEVEN...Saturday through Thursday.

Strong winds possible Saturday night into Sunday with gusts up to 50 mph that could produce some
drifting snow.
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Upcoming Events

Friday, January 3, 2020

Big Question Debate

No School-Christmas Break

5 p.m.: 7th/8th grade wrestling tournament at Milbank

6:30 p.m.: Boys' Basketball at Britton. Junior varsity at 6:30 p.m. followed by varsity game.

Saturday, January 4, 2020

9:30 a.m.: Wrestling Tournament at Webster

Sunday, January 5, 2020

2:00pm- 6:00pm: Open Gym at GHS Arena

Monday, January 6, 2020

School resumes

6:30 p.m.: Boys’ Basketball hosts Webster Area. JV starts at 6:30 p.m. followed by varsity game.

Tuesday, January 7, 2020

7 p.m.: City Council Meeting at the Groton Community Center

UDFL Student Congress at Groton Area High School

6 p.m.: Wrestling Tri-angular at Oakes, N.D.

6:30 p.m.: Girls’ Basketball hosts Aberdeen Roncalli. JV starts at 6:30 p.m. followed by varsity game.
(This game has a date change - it was originally scheduled for January 24th.)

Thursday, January 9, 2020

6:00 p.m.: Wrestling at Redfield

Friday, January 10, 2020

Basketball double header hosting Hamlin (Girls junior varsity at 4 p.m., Boys junior varsity at 5 p.m., Girls
varsity at 6:30 p.m., Boys varsity to follow)

Saturday, January 11, 2020

12:30 p.m.: Girls’ Varsity Basketball Classic at Redfield. Groton Area vs. St. Francis Indian School

Boys at Varsity Classic at the Sanford Pentagon

10 a.m.: Wrestling at Miller Tournament

Sunday, January 12, 2020

2:00pm- 6:00pm: Open Gym at GHS Arena

Monday, January 13, 2020

6 p.m.: Junior high basketball games at Warner. 7th grade at 6 p.m., 8th grade at 7 p.m.

6 p.m.: Junior high wrestling tournament in Groton

7 p.m.: School Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

5:15 p.m: Combined 7th/8th grade boys basketball game vs. Aberdeen Christian at the Aberdeen Civic
Arena

6:30 p.m.: Boys’ basketball game at Aberdeen Christian High School. Junior varsity at 6:30 p.m. followed
by varsity game.

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.: MathCounts at Aberdeen Simmons Middle School

Thursday, January 16, 2020

6:30 p.m.: Girls’ Basketball hosts Sisseton. JV game at 6:30 p.m. followed by varsity game.

Friday, January 17, 2020

Silver Bowl Debate at Sioux Falls

No School - Faculty Inservice

6 p.m.: Boys’ basketball at Sisseton. JV game at 6 p.m. followed by varsity game.
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A clipper system will bring some light snow to the region today. Early this morning some freezing rain
may be mixed in, as well, mainly across the east. Greatest accumulations are expected from Watertown
to Brookings with around 3 inches possible. Snow will end from west to east by evening.
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Today in Weather History

January 3, 1997: A powerful area of low pressure and deep Arctic high pressure brought almost all winter ele-
ments to central and northeast South Dakota as well as west central Minnesota from the afternoon of the 3rd to
the morning of the 5th. The storm began with widespread freezing rain, mainly over northeast South Dakota and
west central Minnesota, where significant accumulations of ice occurred on roads, trees, and power lines. Late in
the evening of the 3rd, the freezing rain changed to sleet and then snow, with substantial snowfall accumulations
of 6 to as much as 27 inches by late on the 4th. As the Arctic high pressure pushed in through the morning and
afternoon of the 4th, northwest winds increased to 25 to 45 mph gusting to 55 mph creating widespread blizzard
conditions, drifts up to 20 feet, and wind chills from 40 to 70 below. The massive accumulation of ice and snow
across parts of central and mainly across northeast South Dakota resulted in the roof collapse of over 150, mostly
rural, buildings. The roofs collapsed onto farm machinery and livestock with a lot of the machinery damaged and a
lot of animals injured or killed. The collapse of so many buildings from snow and ice was believed to be the first in
this area. On most other buildings, the snow had to be shoveled or blown off. One man was killed in west central
Minnesota as he was trying to shovel snow off the roof of a building. One roof collapse near Lake Poinsett, seven
west of Estelline, killed four horses, damaged a boat, and flattened a car. The significant snow drifts buried a few
homes during the storm. Many power outages also occurred across parts of central and northeast South Dakota
as power lines and poles were downed from the heavy ice accumulation. Some people were without power for
several days in the extreme cold conditions. The cities of Miranda, Rockham, Zell, Garden City, Bryant, Vienna,
Glenham, Hazel as well as other cities were without power for many hours. Some of the communities were out of
power for up to 2 days.

In Aberdeen, heavy snow blocking a furnace exhaust vent sent three family members to the hospital for carbon
monoxide poisoning. Also, in Aberdeen, the snowmobile club, the drift busters, were called upon for the first time
in several years to deliver medicine, take patients to the hospital, and carry essential workers to work and home.
Emergencies were challenging to respond to, making many hours to short distances. Throughout central and
northeast South Dakota, many businesses and grocery stores were closed. Interstates 29 and 90 were both closed
for a few days along with most state highways. The rest of the roads were either blocked by huge drifts or had
one-lane traffic. Snow plows were called off the streets until conditions improved and when they did start to clear
the roads, they worked 12 to 18 hour days. Many vehicles went into the ditch, with mainly minor injuries. Some
people had to be rescued. Travelers and truckers were stranded for several days until the roads opened. When
Interstate-29 re-opened, there was a logjam of vehicles for 3 miles. One Watertown policeman said he has never
seen a logjam as bad as this in 28 years. Area airports were closed or flights were canceled or delayed. The mail
was delayed for several days, most activities were canceled or postponed, and many schools closed on the 6th. The
heavy snowfall from this storm brought the widespread snowpack up to 2 to 5 feet. For the winter season so far,
the area had record snowfall and recorded cold. Some of the snowfall amounts include 6 inches at McLaughlin, 8
inches 22 SSW Keldron and 4 NW Onida, 9 inches at Pollock, Timber Lake, Highmore, Mobridge, and Kennebec, 10
inches at Castlewood, Clear Lake, Miller, Fort Thompson, and Clark. Snowfall amounts of 1 to over 2 feet include,
12 inches at Eureka, and Redfield, 13 inches at Selby and Aberdeen, 14 inches at Pierre and Roscoe, 15 inches at
Ortonville MN, 16 inches at Mellette and Browns Valley, MN 18 inches at Faulkton and 1 ENE Stephan, 20 inches at
Webster, 22 inches at Britton, 24 inches at Sisseton, 26 inches 10 NW Britton, and 27 inches at Wheaton.

1883: A remarkably brilliant meteor display occurred on the night of January 3rd. The phenomenon was observed
at stations in Wisconsin, Michigan, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio. This meteor was described as having
resembled a large, bright ball of fire.

1886: A severe ice storm struck portions of northeastern Iowa when heavy accumulations of freezing rain brought
down trees and branches across the area. An observer near Garnavillo in Clayton County wrote that “the rain...
mostly froze as it fell, and coated twigs of trees with ice an inch thick, and many trees were seriously broken. Our
telephone wires were broken in many places. Large old trees and large limbs broken. In the woods, many trees
bent their tops so the ground and the roads were impassible until the treetops were cut off.” In Fayette County,
it was reported that “ice formed on the trees so thick that many limbs, from four to eight inches through, were
broken and the tops of the trees, thirty feet high, rested on the ground in many instances blockading the roads.”
An observer at Waukon noted that “ice formed on the trees to such an extent that in very many cases our shade
trees were ruined. All the afternoon and night it was a continual crash.”

1949: During the late afternoon hours, an estimated F4 tornado destroyed the town of Warren, Arkansas. This
tornado killed 55 people and injured more than 250 others. The destruction of the Bradley mill displaced 1,000
employees.
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Yesterday’'s Groton Weather Today’s Info

High Temp: 35 °F at 12:00 AM Record High: 51° in 1962
Low Temp: 29 °F at 8:15 AM Record Low: -34° in 2012
Wind: 17 mph at4:15 AM Average High: 22°F

Day Precip: 0.00 Average Low: 2°F

Average Precip in Jan.: 0.04
Precip to date in Jan.: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 0.04
Precip Year to Date: 0.00
Sunset Tonight: 5:03 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:14 a.m.
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DISQUALIFIED!

It was the day before the most important football game of the season. Sitting in his office, the coach
received a phone call from the dean informing him that his quarterback was disqualified from playing. He
hurried to the dean’s office to protest the news.

As he sat across from the dean, frustrated and angry, he questioned the decision. The dean said, “He
sat next to an honor student in an exam, and his answers were identical to hers — word for word.”

“Maybe,” said the coach, “the honor student copied the quarterback’s answers.”

“No,” answered the dean. “The honor student wrote ‘I don't know the answer’ for the final question, and
your quarterback wrote, 'T don't know either.”

There is no room for opinions in honesty. We either are or are not honest. There are some who try a little
“sleight of hand” by deceiving others to gain an edge or advantage. They may call it “clever,” “smooth,”
“slick,” or say “it's OK this time.” That is not how God sees things. He sets clear standards and easy-to-
understand rules to guide us and guard us in every area of life especially this one: His Word says, “Good
people will be guided by honesty.”

Prayer: Help us, Father, when we are in threatening situations, to have the courage to be honest! May
we honor You, and “speak the truth in love!” In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 11:1 The Lord detests the use of dishonest scales, but he delights in ac-
curate weights.
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2020 Groton SD Community Events

¢ 01/26/2020 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)

» 04/04/2020 Groton Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. Sharp (Saturday a week be-
fore Easter Weekend)

¢ 04/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)

e 04/26/2020 Father/Daughter dance.

e 05/02/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Saturday in May)

¢ 05/25/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)

¢ 06/8-10/2020 St. John’s VBS

¢ 07/04/2020 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)

Groton Hosting State B American Legion Baseball Tournament

e 07/12/2020 Summer Fest/Car Show

¢ 09/12/2020 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Sat. after Labor Day)

¢ 10/10/2020 Pumpkin Fest

¢ 10/31/2020 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween)

e 11/14/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Annual Turkey Party (Saturday closest
to Veteran's Day)

e Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39
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News from the AP Associated Press

Wilson sparks South Dakota St past Oral Roberts 96-79

BROOKINGS, S.D. (AP) — Douglas Wilson scored 25 points and grabbed 10 rebounds for his fourth double-
double of the season and South Dakota State rolled to a 96-79 victory over Oral Roberts on Thursday night.

Wilson also blocked four shots for the Jackrabbits (10-7, 1-1), who made 40 of 64 shots from the floor
(62.5%). Freshman Noah Freidel scored 23 on 9-of-11 shooting, including 4 of 6 from 3-point range. Matt
Dentlinger added 18 points and seven boards, while Alex Arians scored 17 on 6-of-7 shooting.

Deondre Burns paced the Golden Eagles (7-7) in their Summit League opener with 23 points and eight
assists. Kevin Obanor and Max Abmas both scored 14. Emmanuel Nzekwesi pitched in with 12 points and
13 rebounds for his third straight double-double and fifth of the season.

For more AP college basketball coverage: https://apnews.com/Collegebasketball and http://twitter.com/
AP_Top25

Thursday’s Scores
By The Associated Press

BOYS BASKETBALL

Brandon Valley 51, Mitchell 48

Clark/Willow Lake 68, Hamlin 61

Dell Rapids 67, Dell Rapids St. Mary 64

Faulkton 48, Iroquois 33

Freeman Academy/Marion 71, Colome 35

Lower Brule 74, Philip 45

Milbank 56, Webster 54

Northwestern 54, Waverly-South Shore 42

Parker 61, Elk Point-Jefferson 45

Red Cloud 50, Todd County 43

Sanborn Central/Woonsocket 69, Mt. Vernon/Plankinton 42

Sioux Falls Washington 60, Huron 58

Sioux Valley 85, Bridgewater-Emery 57

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Chester 56, Iroquois 28

Colman-Egan 52, Oldham-Ramona/Rutland 12

Colome 51, Freeman Academy/Marion 14

DeSmet 38, Arlington 17

Dell Rapids St. Mary 46, Estelline/Hendricks 41

Deubrook 68, Lake Preston 29

Elk Point-Jefferson 50, Parker 32

Faulkton 63, Lyman 34

Groton Area 42, Britton-Hecla 22

Hamlin 63, Clark/Willow Lake 35

Lennox 53, Parkston 38

Milbank 48, Webster 27

Miller 42, James Valley Christian 25

Mt. Vernon/Plankinton 54, Sanborn Central/Woonsocket 35

Philip 64, Lower Brule 56
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Red Cloud 73, Todd County 48
Sioux Falls Washington 63, Huron 43
Waverly-South Shore 47, Northwestern 37

Some high school basketball scores provided by Scorestream.com, https://scorestream.com/

Tribal leaders plan alternative to State of Tribes Address

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Leaders from several Sioux tribes in South Dakota announced Thursday they
will be holding their own event rather than participate in the annual State of the Tribes speech, which is
scheduled to be delivered by Gov. Kristi Noem’s secretary of tribal relations.

Representatives from the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe sent an invitation for the first “"Great Sioux Tribal
Nation” address on Jan. 16 in Ft. Pierre where chairmen and presidents from the tribes will each have a
chance to speak and answer questions from the media. The event was organized in response to the plan
to have a member of Noem'’s administration give the State of the Tribes address and is currently scheduled
for the same time as the speech.

The State of the Tribes has been given in each of the last four years in January by a chairman or president
of one of South Dakota’s tribes to inform the Legislature on developments with the tribes and promote
cooperation with the state. This year, it was announced that Dave Flute, the secretary of tribal relations,
would give the address. Flute was previously chairman of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe and joined
Noem'’s cabinet last year.

Tribal leaders were rankled by the change in precedent of having a current leader deliver the speech.

Remi Bald Eagle, intergovernmental affairs coordinator for the Cheyenne Sioux Tribe, said tribal leaders
organized the event because they wanted people to hear “from the tribes themselves and not spun to
any party rhetoric or interests outside the tribes.”

After the issue arose at a legislative committee meeting in December, Kristin Wileman, a spokeswoman
for the Republican governor, said the Legislature’s Executive Board had requested that Flute give the ad-
dress. She said he has a “broad perspective on the issues facing tribes across the state” and asked the
tribal chairmen and presidents for input on the address.

Flute said in an emailed statement, I respect the tribal leadership’s desire to gather” and added that he
would be meeting with tribes’ elected leaders and the governor next week to discuss upcoming legislation.

So far, the Cheyenne River, Crow Creek, Lower Brule, Yankton and Oglala Sioux tribes are planning to
participate, according to Bald Eagle. He said the event could be rescheduled to be immediately after the
State of the Tribes to allow lawmakers to attend.

Montana coal power plant closing two units built in 1970s
By MATTHEW BROWN Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — One of the largest coal-fired power plants in the western U.S. will close two of
its four units in coming days as the Montana facility edges toward an eventual total shutdown.

Colstrip Units 1 and 2 — built in the 1970s when massive strip mines were being developed across
Montana and Wyoming — will close by Jan. 5 or as soon as they run out of coal to burn, Talen Energy
spokeswoman Taryne Williams said Thursday.

The plant employs about 300 people and is the main driver of the economy for the surrounding town
of Colstrip, which has about 2,300 people. But it's been unable to compete with surging investments into
renewable energy and cheap natural gas, as the coal plant’s operating costs have risen with the need for
better pollution controls.

Some employees for now will be re-assigned to decommissioning work that will last through mid-2020,
Williams said. She said there are “no hard and fast numbers or timelines” as the company considers how
many workers will be needed for the remaining two units.

The closure of Units 1 and 2 was long anticipated as demand for U.S. coal collapsed in recent years, and
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came despite vows by elected officials in Montana to find ways to keep it open.

The two closing units are operated by Pennsylvania-based Talen, which co-owns them with Puget Sound
Energy of Washington state.

Sen. Duane Ankney, who represents Colstrip in the Montana Legislature, said the impending closure was
a “prime example” of how out-of-state interests were hurting the coal industry to the detriment of Montana.

“Coal does so much more than power our homes. Coal funds our public schools, infrastructure, parks
and libraries,” the Republican lawmaker said in a statement.

A representative of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 1638, which represents
most of the plant’s union employees, could not be reached immediately for comment.

Williams said Talen was “committed to doing what is right by our employees”and will help affected work-
ers to transition to a new job.

The doors to the two units are to be welded shut on Saturday, according to Ankney. But there are no
plans to dismantle them because of their proximity to the two remaining units, Williams said.

The large volumes of ash generated by burning coal at Colstrip has contaminated underground water
supplies with toxic materials and is expected to cost hundreds of millions of dollars to clean up. Plans for
that cleanup are pending with the Montana Department of Environmental Quality.

Six utilities own shares of Colstrip’s remaining two units built in the 1980s. Most of the owners are mak-
ing preparations for operations to cease as early as 2025.

However, one of the owners, Northwestern Energy, plans for Colstrip to keep running past 2040 and
announced in December that it wants to acquire part of Puget Sound Energy’s interest in Colstrip Unit 4
for $1.

That would boost South Dakota-based NorthWestern’s ownership interest in the power plant to 55% even
as many other utilities across the U.S. have been getting out of the coal power market in recent years.

Tribal leaders plan alternative to State of Tribes Address

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Leaders from several Sioux tribes in South Dakota announced on Thursday
they will be holding their own event rather than participate in the annual State of the Tribes speech, which
is scheduled to be delivered by Gov. Kristi Noem'’s secretary of tribal relations.

Representatives from the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe sent an invitation for the first “Great Sioux Tribal
Nation” address on Jan. 16 in Ft. Pierre where chairmen and presidents from the tribes will each have a
chance to speak and answer questions from the media. The event was organized in response to the plan
to have a member of Noem’s administration give the State of the Tribes address and is currently scheduled
for the same time as the speech.

The State of the Tribes has been given in each of the last four years in January by a chairman or president
of one of South Dakota’s tribes to inform the Legislature on developments with the tribes and promote
cooperation with the state. This year, it was announced that Dave Flute, the secretary of tribal relations,
would give the address. Flute was previously chairman of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe and joined
Noem'’s cabinet last year.

Tribal leaders were rankled by the change in precedent of having a current leader deliver the speech.

Remi Bald Eagle, intergovernmental affairs coordinator for the Cheyenne Sioux Tribe, said tribal leaders
organized the event because they wanted people to hear “from the tribes themselves and not spun to
any party rhetoric or interests outside the tribes.”

After the issue arose at a legislative committee meeting in December, Kristin Wileman, a spokeswoman
for the Republican governor, said the Legislature’s Executive Board had requested that Flute give the ad-
dress. She said he has a “broad perspective on the issues facing tribes across the state” and asked the
tribal chairmen and presidents for input on the address.

So far, the Cheyenne River, Crow Creek, Lower Brule, Yankton and Oglala Sioux tribes are planning to
participate. Bald Eagle said the event could be rescheduled to be immediately after the State of the Tribes
to allow lawmakers to attend.
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Police to remove 70 deer in Sioux Falls in annual harvest

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Sioux Falls police have started their annual culling of the city’s deer population.

This year the city has requested a permit from the South Dakota Deparmtent of Game, Fish and Parks
for removing 70 deer. It is the sixth year that Sioux Falls has harvested deer to reduce property damage
and improve the health of the city’s deer population.

Officials say high deer populations lead to increased competition among deer for food and a higher
potential of spreading disease.

In 2019, a total of 60 deer were removed from southeastern and northeastern Sioux Falls. This year’s
removal will focus on southeastern, western and northeastern parts of the city.

Authorities say traffic crashes involving deer in the southern area of Sioux Falls increased this past year.

Meat from harvested deer will be donated to area food banks. The harvest will be completed by Feb. 29.

1 man shot dead after altercation near Aberdeen

Authorities are investigating the fatal shooting of a man after an altercation near Aberdeen., the Brown
County Sheriff’s Office said.

The shooting happened early Thursday in rural Aberdeen. No arrests have been made, but Chief Deputy
Dave Lunzman told the Aberdeen News that authorities are interviewing the other man involved in the
incident.

An autopsy is planned. The name of the man who died was not released. For now, authorities are treat-
ing the death as a homicide.

Slight minimum wage increase for South Dakota workers

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota’s minimum wage is increasing slightly with the the start of the
new year

The state’s minimum wage will now be $9.30 per hour — an increase of 20 cents from 2019. Workers
who receive tips are seeing their minimum wage rise to $4.65 per hour.

The increases are part of a voter-approved measure in 2014 to raise the minimum wage, which was $7.25
an hour at the time, to $8.50 an hour. KELO-TV reports the minimum wage will continue to increase at
the rate of the cost of living measured in the consumer price index.

The state’s minimum wage was below $4 until 1992. The $7.25 minimum wage was set in 2010.

Midwest Economy: December state-by-state glance

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The Institute for Supply Management, formerly the Purchasing Management As-
sociation, began formally surveying its membership in 1931 to gauge business conditions.

The Creighton Economic Forecasting Group uses the same methodology as the national survey to consult
supply managers and business leaders. Creighton University economics professor Ernie Goss oversees
the report.

The overall index ranges between 0 and 100. Growth neutral is 50, and a figure greater than 50 indicates
growth in that factor over the next three to six months.

Here are the state-by-state results for December:

Arkansas: The state’s overall index climbed to 53.0 from November’s 49.7. Index components were new
orders at 54.2, production or sales at 51.4, delivery lead time at 55.3, inventories at 57.2 and employment
at 46.7. “Based on recent surveys, I expect the Arkansas economy, for the first half of 2020, to rank third
in the region in terms of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-adjusted GDP growth at
2.84%," said Goss.

Iowa: After falling below growth neutral, the state’s overall index rose above the threshold in December
to hit 50.9 , compared with 49.2 in November. Index components for Iowa were new orders at 50.8, pro-
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duction or sales at 48.2, delivery lead time at 54,6, employment at 45.8 and inventories at 55.1. "Based on
recent surveys, I expect the Iowa economy, for the first half of 2020, to rank sixth in the region in terms
of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-adjusted GDP growth at 1.5%,” Goss said.

Kansas: The state’s overall index increased to 52.1 from November’s 51.0. December index components
for Kansas were new orders at 54.1, production or sales at 47.3, delivery lead time at 55.3, employment
at 46.7 and inventories at 57.2. “"Based on recent surveys, I expect the Kansas economy, for the first half
of 2020, to rank third in the region in terms of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-
adjusted GDP growth at 2.84%,” he said.

Minnesota: Minnesota’s overall index slipped to 50.7 last month from 50.9 in November. Index compo-
nents were new orders at 49.5, production or sales at 48.1, delivery lead time at 54.7, inventories at 55.4
and employment at 45.9. "Based on recent surveys, I expect the Minnesota economy, for the first half of
2020, to rank fifth in the region in terms of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-adjusted
GDP growth at 1.7%,” Goss said.

Missouri: The state’s overall index rose to 50.5 in December from November’s 48.4. Index components
were new orders at 49.8, production or sales at 48.5, delivery lead time at 54.3, inventories at 54.4 and
employment at 45.5. "Based on recent surveys, I expect the Missouri economy, for the first half of 2020,
to rank seventh in the region in terms of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-adjusted
GDP growth at 1.1%,” said Goss. Nebraska: Nebraska’s overall index climbed above growth neutral after
falling below the threshold. The state’s overall index jumped to 52.1 in December, compared with 48.2
in November. Index components were new orders at 54.2, production or sales at 47.2, delivery lead time
at 55.3, inventories at 57.3 and employment at 46.7. “Based on recent surveys, I expect the Nebraska
economy, for the first half of 2020, to rank second in the region in terms of economic performance with
overall annualized inflation-adjusted GDP growth at 2.9%," he said.

North Dakota: The state’s overall index sank to 48.2 last month from November’s 50.0. Index compo-
nents were new orders at 42.1, production or sales at 49.5, delivery lead time at 53.6, employment at 44.5
and inventories at 52.1. “"Based on recent surveys, I expect the North Dakota economy, for the first half
of 2020, to rank eighth in the region in terms of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-
adjusted GDP growth at 0.9%,” Goss said.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma’s overall index rose slightly last in December, hitting 48.4, compared with 47.8 in
November. Index components were new orders at 42.1, production or sales at 49.5, delivery lead time
at 53.6, inventories at 52.1 and employment at 44.5. “Based on recent surveys, I expect the Oklahoma
economy, for the first half of 2020, to rank last in the region in terms of economic performance with overall
annualized inflation-adjusted GDP growth at minus 0.2%,” said Goss. South Dakota: The state’s overall
index jumped to 52.3 last month from November’s 48.9. Index components were new orders at 54.5,
production or sales at 47.2, delivery lead time at 55.4, inventories at 57.5 and employment at 46.8. “"Based
on recent surveys, I expect the South Dakota economy, for the first half of 2020, to rank first in the region
in terms of economic performance with overall annualized inflation-adjusted GDP growth at 3%,” he said.

Oil price jumps on fear of Iranian retaliation against US
By CARLO PIOVANO Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The price of oil surged Friday on concerns that Iran might respond to the killing of its
top general by the United States by disrupting global supplies of energy from the Middle East.

News that Gen. Qassem Soleimani, head of Iran’s elite Quds Force, was Kkilled in an air attack at the
Baghdad international airport prompted expectations of Iranian retaliation against U.S. and Israeli targets.

Amid past flare-ups with the U.S., Iran threatened the supply of oil that travels from the Persian Gulf to
the rest of the world. About 20% of oil traded worldwide goes through the Strait of Hormuz, where the
shipping lane is only 3 kilometers (2 miles) wide and tankers have come under attack this year.

The international benchmark for crude oil jumped 4.5%, or $2.98, to $69.23 a barrel in London trading.
The U.S. contract was up 4.3%, or $2.60, to $63.78.
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“Revenge will come, maybe not overnight, but it will come and until then we need to increase the geo-
political risk premium,” said Olivier Jakob, head of consultancy Petromatrix, in a note to investors.

He noted that Iran’s response may not be limited to the Strait of Hormuz.

In September, Yemen'’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels launched drone attacks on the world’s largest oil
processing facility in Saudi Arabia. The strike briefly took out about half of the supplies from the world’s
largest oil exporter. The U.S. directly blamed Iran, which denied involvement.

Launching attacks that can't be easily linked back to Iran limits the chances of direct retaliation.

However, Iran has also directly targeted tankers. This year it seized a British-flagged tanker, the Stena
Impero, for several weeks. And it has shot down a U.S. military drone.

About 80% of the crude oil that travels through the Strait of Hormuz goes to countries in Asia, including
China, Japan, India and South Korea.

But the rise in the global price of oil will have a wider effect, particularly in oil-importing countries with
big manufacturing sectors like Germany and Italy. Those countries fared worst in the stock market on
Friday, with their main indexes falling 1.4% and 1.1% respectively.

The economic damage could be limited given that the energy market is flush with oil while the growth
in demand has softened as major economies have slowed. And crude-producing countries - particularly
the Unites States - have been pumping oil at a high rate.

The OPEC cartel and key ally Russia agreed last month to cut their oil production, but many countries
have been pumping above their limits.

That has so far kept the price of oil in check. On Friday, the Brent benchmark rose to its highest since
May after largely hovering around $60 a barrel.

A gradual rise in renewable energy production could also limit the economic damage from a jump in
crude prices. But experts note that fossil fuels like oil continue to provide the vast majority of energy that
drives industry, transportation and heating, among other things.

‘A more dangerous world’: Iran killing triggers global alarm
By JOHN LEICESTER Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Global powers warned Friday that the world has become a more dangerous place and urged
restraint after the U.S. assassinated Iran’s top general, although Britain and Germany also suggested that
Iran shared blame for provoking the targeted killing that dramatically ratcheted up tensions in the Mideast.

China, Russia and France, all permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, took a dim view of the
U.S. airstrike near Baghdad's airport early Friday that killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani.

The White House said in a tweet that Soleimani, who led the elite Quds Force responsible for Iran’s
foreign campaigns, “was actively developing plans to attack American diplomats and service members in
Irag and throughout the region.”

“We are waking up in a more dangerous world. Military escalation is always dangerous,” France’s deputy
minister for foreign affairs, Amelie de Montchalin told RTL radio. "When such actions, such operations,
take place, we see that escalation is underway.”

Russia likewise characterized the deadly U.S. strike as “fraught with serious consequences.” A Foreign
Ministry statement warned that “such actions don't help resolve complicated problems in the Middle East,
but instead lead to a new round of escalating tensions.”

China described itself as “highly concerned.”

“Peace in the Middle East and the Gulf region should be preserved,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang said. “We urge all parties concerned, especially the United States, to maintain calm
and restraint and avoid further escalation of tensions.”

But while echoing the concerns of other Security Council members about spiraling tensions, Britain and
Germany broke ranks, voicing qualified understanding for the U.S. position.

German government spokeswoman Ulrike Demmer described the U.S. strike as “a reaction to a whole
series of military provocations for which Iran bears responsibility,” pointing to attacks on tankers and a
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Saudi oil facility, among other events.

“We are at a dangerous escalation point and what matters now is contributing with prudence and restraint
to de-escalation,” she said. Germany currently sits on the U.N. Security Council but is not a permanent
member.

The British foreign secretary, Dominic Raab, said “we have always recognized the aggressive threat posed
by the Iranian Quds force led by Qasem Soleimani.”

“Following his death, we urge all parties to de-escalate,” he said. “Further conflict is in none of our in-
terests.”

Montchalin, the French minister, indicated urgent reconciliation efforts are being launched behind the
scenes. French President Emmanuel Macron and his foreign minister were reaching out to “all the actors
in the region,” she said.

In the Mideast, the strike provoked waves of shock, fury and fears of worse to come.

Iraq’s most powerful Shiite religious leader, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, said in a speech during Friday
prayers that the country must brace for “very difficult times.”

In Iran, a hard-line adviser to the country’s supreme leader who led Friday prayers in Tehran likened
U.S. troops in Iraq to “insidious beasts” and said they should be swept from the region.

"I am telling Americans, especially Trump, we will take a revenge that will change their daylight into to
a nighttime darkness,” said the cleric, Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami.

G_réaory Katz in London, Christopher Bodeen in Beijing, Geir Moulson in Berlin, Daria Litvinova in Moscow
and Amir Vahdat in Tehran contributed.

Iran vows ‘harsh’ response to US killing of top general
By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA and ZEINA KARAM Associated Press

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iran has vowed “harsh retaliation” for a U.S. airstrike near Baghdad'’s airport that killed
Tehran’s top general and the architect of its interventions across the Middle East, as tensions soared in
the wake of the targeted killing.

The killing of Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the head of Iran’s elite Quds Force, marks a major escalation in
the standoff between Washington and Iran, which has careened from one crisis to another since President
Donald Trump withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal and imposed crippling sanctions.

The United States urged its U.S. citizens to leave Iraq “immediately.” The State Department said the
embassy in Baghdad, which was attacked by Iran-backed militiamen and other protesters earlier this week,
is closed and all consular services have been suspended.

Around 5,200 American troops are based in Iraq, where they main