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Highway 37 
Temporary Closed 
at North Dakota 

Border
 

HECLA, S.D. – The South Dakota Depart-
ment of Transportation, in cooperation with the 
North Dakota Department of Transportation, 
has closed Highway 37 at the ND/SD border 
due to water and ice on the roadway making 
safe travel impossible.

Officials anticipate the closure to last two-
three weeks until the James River recedes.

Motorists are advised to never drive around 
barricades and to plan an alternate route be-
fore traveling.

Groton FFA members 
headed to Indianapolis

by Adam Franken
The Groton FFA Chapter will be traveling to 

the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, 
IN with six of the chapter officers: Caitlynn 
Barse, Tessa Erdmann, Tiara DeHoet, Saman-
tha Pappas, Kansas Kroll, and Lane Krueger.  
The officers were given the first chance to fill 
the student spots to attend this trip.  While at 
National FFA Convention, the students will be 
learning leadership and career skills while also 
working on personal growth to come back to 
GHS with ideas for growth in their chapter, 
school, and community.  They will attend 
sessions with over 65,000 other FFA mem-
bers and guests that feature top motivational 
speakers and National FFA Officers as well as 
hear from top government officials like the 
National Secretary of Agriculture.  They will 
also attend leadership and career workshops 
put on by past National FFA Officers and top 
industry professionals.  During the career fair 
they will get a chance to interact with hun-
dreds of the top agriculture businesses in the 
nation, discovering career possibilities.  This 
year we are also going to visit LG Seeds and 
receive a tour from one of their managers, 
taking an up close look at the seed industry.

Two GHS Quartets represented GHS 
at All-State Chorus in Sioux Falls

by Joe Schwan
Two quartets from Groton Area High School represented GHS in the SDHSAA All-State Cho-

rus.  The students were in Sioux Falls for two days of rehearsal ahead of the performance 
which took place at 7:00 PM on Saturday, November 2 at the Premier Center in Sioux Falls.  
The 2019 All-State Chorus was conducted by Dr. Andrew Last, Associate Professor of Music 
at Luther College.  The concert, which included a performance by the All-State Orchestra, 
was aired on South Dakota Public Broadcasting.  

(L to R): Juli-
anna Kosel, Steve 
Paulson, Maddy 
Schuelke, Carter 
Barse

(L to R): Ashley 
Fliehs, Brad Free-
man, Alexis Hant-
en, Noah Poor

Photo  f rom 
Groton Area 
Web Page

Junior Rural Economic Leadership and Development
by Kiersten Sombke

On October 30th, high school students from Groton Area spent the morning learning about 
kindness, leadership, fiscal responsibility, and community involvement through a program 
funded by the South Dakota Farmers Union Foundation called Junior Rural Economic Leader-
ship And Development (Jr. REAL). Speakers included: Charlotte Henley, Toby Kane, Malcom 
Chapman, and Gerri Eide.

Jr. REAL teaches students how to articulate techniques for civic responsibility, leadership 
development, and basic life budgeting skills. In a world that is all about apps that can help 
you send anonymous hurtful snap chats or texts, it is important to take a moment and focus 
on what makes each person special and the fact that we are all different is awesome! Groton 
Area Grades 9-12 spent the morning taking time to learn how kindness to self, others, and 
community is important.

The students also spent time thinking of community involvement projects and the opportu-
nity an individual has throughout the day to impact others by a smile or saying hi (one second 
opportunities). When you have the ability to see the world from someone else’s perspective, 
you not only open up opportunities for yourself, you gain the vision of how you can make an 
impact in your own hometown.

A special thanks to Groton High School for hosting the event and helping with organization. 

Columbia Community’s 
Blood Drive Brings in 11 

Volunteers
Columbia, SD – Columbia community hosted 

a blood drive with Vitalant, formerly United 
Blood Services, on October 22 at American 
Legion which helped collect a total of 11 units 
of blood products for patients in need. 

A total of 11 individuals volunteered to 
donate blood and 11 individuals were able to 
donate at the Vitalant blood drive on October 
22. There were two people who volunteered 
for the first time.

Vitalant expressed their gratitude to Cara 
Dennert, who coordinated the drive.

Vitalant strives to keep a 5-day supply of 
every blood type on the shelf at all times to 
be able to meet the needs of patients across 
the region.  Donations from O-negative do-
nors, the universal blood type, are especially 
important this time of year due to increased 
accidents and trauma cases.



Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
11/9 to 11/11 – Maleficent 2

11/16 to 11/18 Terminator, PG 13
11/23 to 11/25  Artic Dogs, PG
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Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine 
Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337

Put our experienced 
team to work for you!

Midwest 
Masonry & 

New or Replaced Sidewalk
Block Walls ~ Egress Windows

Driveway ~ Garage Floors ~ Basement Floors
Stone and Brick Work

605/397-8383Call for a free 
quote

Marty Weismantel
605/396-7341

weisag@nvc.net
EMPLOYMENT

POTTER COUNTY IS ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS for Director of Equalization. Contact 
Potter County Auditor 605-765-9408 for an 
application._________________________________

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS. Competitive 
wage and benefits, meal allowance, paid lodg-
ing. Traveling position for railroad vegetation 
control, 60-80 hours/week. RAW (Cooper-
stown, ND). 888.700.0292 | www.rawapplica-
tors.com | info@rawapplicators.com_________________________________

CITY OF WINNER ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS for electrical superintendent: Sal-
ary $100,000 DOE, Full benefits, journeyman 
certified/management experience required. 
Contact winnerhr@gwtc.net

MISCELLANEOUS
ATTENTION WESTERN South Dakota Fur 

harvesters. Petska Fur running routes. Actively 
seeking coyotes, lynxcats, fox, coons, deer 
hides and antler. Coyote market exceptional. 
308-750-0700. www.petskafur.net._________________________________

DIABETES, HEART DISEASE, High Blood 
Pressure, or High Cholesterol? Earn $50 for 
an hour of your time by participating in our 
research study! 605.274.9549

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call 
the Independent at 605-397-6397 for details.

REAL ESTATE
NEW ZERO-STEP SPEC HOME For Sale.  

Moving? Retiring? Love Rural? 1400 sq.ft on 
slab, 3-bedroom, ADA Compliant. Clear Lake 
SD. Contact Deuel Area Development 605-
874-8038.

Classifieds
 and Card of Thanks

The following rates are for Classifieds pub-
lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445
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Latex and 
Mylar

Balloons
Groton Daily Inde-

pendent
21 N Main

605-397-NEWS 
(6397)

Delivery in the
Groton area

James Valley
Telco

Capital Credit 
Checks Uncashed

LEGAL NOTICE
This notice is hereby given 

that the persons or entities 
listed below have uncashed 
capital credit checks issued in 
2012.  In accordance with the 
bylaws (Article VIII Section 8.2), 
the amounts of these uncashed 
checks will be forfeited to James 
Valley Cooperative Telephone 
Company six months after the 
date of publication of this notice 
unless money is claimed and 
proper evidence of ownership 
is submitted to James Valley 
Cooperative Telephone Company 
within the six month period.  Any 
persons knowing the current ad-
dress of the persons listed below, 
please contact James Valley Co-
operative Telephone Company, 
PO Box 260, Groton, SD 57445 
or call 800-556-6525.

Allbee, Barry & Darcy
Bahr, Michelle Olson
Blackburn, Misti
Brewer, Clayton
Brossart, Kevin & Tamara
Christenson, Mark
Collins, Phyllis
Debolt, Charlene
Dillon, Larry & Pam
FDIC-Sr 59447
Fuller, Ruby
Grupe, Derrick
Haskell, Delbert
Hauge, Owen
Hensley, Mark
Hoefer Doggett, Jackie
Huff, Tony & Debra
Ibison, Dan & Karen
Jackson, Travis & Karen
Johnson, Mathew & Sarah
Johnson, Matthew
Kosz Radio
Martin, Karla
McKague, Mike
Morgan, Angel
Olson, Carol
Olson, Daren
Otteson, Kern
Parsons, Dan
Peckham, Rick
Phillips, Keith
Plymell, Clark & Charli
Rasmussen, Donna
Rintala, Craig & Charity
Rock, Mathieu & Marisue
Schmit, Carole
Scott, Christian
Siemens-Stromberg Carlson
Sperry Krause, Anita
Stone, Shane
Stuart, Rick & Dana
Taylor, Caryl
Thompson, Ashton
Underground Utility
Vasquez, Sara
Walter, Jerome S
Weaver, Paul
Weber, Andrew
Wipf, Martin
Wolff, Jess
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $25.79. 18249

Groton City
Severson

Variance Notice
NOTICE OF VARIANCE HEAR-

ING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT The Groton Planning & 
Zoning Commission will be hold-
ing a public hearing on Novem-
ber 25, 2019 at 6:00pm CDT at 
City Hall, 209 N Main, Groton, 
SD for a variance of Chapter 11, 
Section 11.0106 of the Groton 
Zoning Ordinance. This applica-
tion was made by Leon and Alice 
Severson, 26 N 5th St, Groton, 
SD, for the reduction in side 
yard to be less than 15 feet to 
attach a deck on property legally 
described as 1st Addition, Block 
39, Lot 1 and North 10’ of Lot 
2. A variance is required for the 
reduction in required

minimum side yard size in a 
Residential (R-3) District.

Any person wishing to present 
testimony for or against this vari-
ance may appear in person or by 
representative at the above time 
and place.

Hope Block
Zoning Administrator
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $8.88. 18250

Brown County
Oct, 29, 2019

Meeting Minutes
OCTOBER 29, 2019 – GEN-

ERAL MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Vice-Chair Kippley 
at 8:45 A.M. in the Commission-
er’s Chambers, Courthouse An-
nex, Brown County, SD.  Present 
were Commissioners Feickert, 
Wiese, and Sutton. Commission 
Chair Fjeldheim was absent.  
Commissioner Feickert led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Wiese to approve the Gen-
eral County Commission meeting 
minutes of October 22, 2019. 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS/PAYROLL:
Moved by Sutton seconded by 

Wiese to approve the following 
claims and payroll:

P a y r o l l :  C o m m i s s i o n 
$4,906.90; Elections $0.00; 
Auditor $8,566.61; Treasurer 
$13,656.47; SA $21,161.05; 
SVAWA $1,193.49; Mainte-
nance $7,856.80; Assessor 
$12,514.13; Register of Deeds 
$8,797.01; VSO $2,356.72; GIS 
$2,367.50; IT $8,322.52; HR 
$2,153.85; Sheriff $39,820.72; 
Jail $49,806.42; Coroner $0.00; 
Court Security $6,321.97; JDC 
$24,656.49; Welfare $2,057.70; 
Museum $6,976.68; Parks/Fair-
grounds $5,841.49; Fair Board 
$3,879.32; 4-H $636.80; Weed 
$5,140.95; Planning & Zoning 
$4,410.71; Highway $55,963.55; 
Dispatch $29,653.48; Emer-
gency $4,079.58; Teen Court 
$639.36; JDAI $1,576.93; 24/7 
Sobriety $3,471.10; Landfill 
$13,512.04; Matching Benefits: 
FICA $21,001.83; Medicare 
$4,911.75; Health Savings Ac-
count $175.00. 

Professional Fees: Avera Medi-
cal Group $740.56; Avera St. 
Lukes $2,278.21; Bantz, Gosch 
& Cremer LLC $1,511.52; Kristi 
Brandt $60.15; Cogley Law 
Office $7,142.86; Cox Com-
munications $50.00; Dohrer 
Law Office $7,142.86; Christo-
pher A. Haar $7,250.26; Kuck 
Law Office $7,173.46; Jerald 
McNeary $7,142.86; NE Mental 
Health Center $2,106.00; North-
east Council of Governments 
$1,000.00; NESD Celtic Faire 
& Games $1,000.00; Sanford 
Clinic $54.94; Christy Griffin-Serr 
Law Office $7,142.86; Tammy 
Stolle Court Reporting $445.55; 
Taliaferro Law Firm $7,142.86; 
Katherine VonBrook $20.00; 
West Publishing $169.95. 

Publishing: Aberdeen Ameri-
can News $63.72; Argus Leader 
$31.52. 

Rentals: Les Frohling $200.00; 
H&H Farms $250.00; Ron Jacob-
son $250.00. 

Repairs & Maintenance: Ab-
erdeen Clean-All LLC $1,447.62; 
Commtech Inc $3,741.70; Eco-
lab Pest Elimination $114.75; 
Govconnection Inc $1,181.60; 
HF Jacobs & Son Construction 
$2,788.00; Kone Inc $3,662.52; 
Leidholt Electric LLC $953.06; 
Lien Transportation Company 
$567.50; Robert T. Hennrich 
$502.00; Pierson Ford-Lincoln 
Mercury $47.42; Service Signs 
& Sales $2,776.74; Smart Choice 
Solutions LLC $1,318.00; South 
Dakota Underground $6,836.75; 
Traffic Solutions $37,685.41.  

Supplies: Bonnie Bitz $432.00; 
Dacotah Prairie mercanti le 
$20.70; Dooley Enterprises Inc 
$137.00; Aberdeen Medical Cen-
ter Pharmacy $1,453.93; MB 
LLC $204.94; Govconnection 
Inc $3,826.35; Heartland Paper 
$1,169.04; Lien Transportation 
Company $69,516.97; Mac’s 
Inc $26.23; Menards $166.26; 
Northern State University Cater-
ing $111.90; Pantorium Clean-
ers Inc $84.00; Schwan Weld-
ing $20.00; Sherwin Williams 
$921.15; Tru Green Chemlawn 
$90.00. 

Travel & Conference: Jodi 
Brown $54.00; Scott Mad-
sen $319.44; Brittany O’Day 
$204.40; SD Association of 
County Officials $150.00; Travel 
Leaders $868.80; Chris White 
$39.48.

Utilities: Qwest Corporation 
$2,241.57; Dependable Sani-
tation Inc $402.00; Montana 
Dakota Utilities $31.78; North-
western Energy & Communica-
tion $2,697.18; Verizon Wireless 
$3,323.71. 

Other: SD Association of Coun-
ty Commissioners $10,703.00. 

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

HR REPORT:
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Sutton to approve the fol-
lowing HR Office Report, which 
includes the following: 

Acknowledge resignation of 
Sarah Hartje, Office Assistant 
for Brown County Fair and 4-H, 
effective November 1, 2019.  

Approve the following salary 
for appointed interim County 
Treasurer, Patty VanMeter @ 
$55,520 per year prorated, 
effective at the start of the ap-
pointment November 17, 2019.

Approve the following em-
ployee step increases effective 
November 3, 2019: Michael Ernst 
@ $20.00 per hour, Elise Westfall 
@ $17.77 per hour, Bill Rohrbach 
@ $16.12 per hour, Wes Graff @ 
$25.27 per hour.  

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

LANDFILL AIR QUALITY RE-
MIT RENEWAL: 

Moved by Feickert, seconded 
by Wiese to authorize Vice-Chair 
sign Air Quality Permit Applica-
tion Renewal with SD Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural 
Resources Air Quality Program.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

CLAIM ASSIGNMENT: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 

Feickert to assign claims against 
individuals to Credit Collection 
Bureau for the purpose of col-
lecting liens.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried. 

COUNTY VEHICLE DISCUS-
SION: 

Discussion to reassign Ford 
Explorer from Commission de-
partment to Assessor’s office.  
Ford Explorer 2007 is reassigned 
to the County Assessor’s depart-
ment for use.  County-owned 
vehicles at the Assessor’s office 
are available for checkout by any 
County Department as needed 
by scheduling use of vehicle with 
the County Assessor. 

CLOSING AUDIT CONFER-
ENCE:

Glenda Goens and Lorisa 
Rudolph, with Department of 
Legislative Audits, met with the 
Commission for closing confer-
ence for audit of fiscal year 2018.  
Moved by Feickert, seconded by 
Sutton to authorize Vice-Chair 
sign management rep letter to 
SD Department of Legislative 
Audits.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion Carried. 

BCCHC REPORT:
DeAnna Harber presented the 

Brown County Community Health 
Center Report for July – Septem-
ber 2019. 

HECLA REPEATER: 
Dave Lunzman, Chief Deputy 

Sheriff, met to inform the board 
the repeater in Hecla is no 
longer functional, and they are 
researching solutions.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Moved by Sutton seconded 

by Wiese to go into executive 
session to discuss legal and 
contracts per SDCL 1-25-2(3,4). 
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.  The Vice-Chair 
declared the executive session 
closed with no action taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Feickert to 
adjourn the Brown County Com-
mission.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

Cathy McNickle, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $88.12 18251.

Brown County
Morlock

Rezoning Notice
NOTICE
Application has been made 

by Mike Morlock to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for a change of zoning.  Hearing 
to be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, South Dakota on 
November 12, 2019 at 8:45 A.M. 
for the purpose of rezoning the 
following property from Chapter 
4.06 Agricultural Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 
Mini-Ag District (M-AG):

“Pence Addition” in the SE1/4 
of Section 2-T126N-R64W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to present 
comments and testimony regard-
ing the amendment to Second 
Revision Brown County Ordi-
nances pertaining to rezoning 
the described property.  At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the 
Brown County Commission may 
adopt first reading of Ordinance 
No. 150.  

ATTEST:
Cathy McNickle, Brown County 

Auditor
(1030.1106)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $22.34. 
18215

Brown County
Reich

Rezoning Notice
NOTICE
Application has been made 

by Shane Reich to the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
for a change of zoning.  Hearing 
to be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, South Dakota on 
November 12, 2019 at 8:45 A.M. 
for the purpose of rezoning the 
following property from Chapter 
4.06 Agricultural Preservation 
District (AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 
Mini-Ag District (M-AG):

East half of Lot 1, “Keatts 
3rd Subdivision” in the NE1/4 of 
Section 22-T124M-R65W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota.  

The public is invited to at-
tend the hearing and to present 
comments and testimony regard-
ing the amendment to Second 
Revision Brown County Ordi-
nances pertaining to rezoning 
the described property.  At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the 
Brown County Commission may 
adopt first reading of Ordinance 
No. 151.  

ATTEST:
Cathy McNickle, Brown County 

Auditor
(1030.1106)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of  $23.51. 
18218

Conde National League
Nov. 4 Team Standings: Mets 25, Pirates 

21½, Cubs 17, Braves 16½, Giants 16, Tigers 
12.

Men’s High Games: John Lowery 200; 
Lance Frohling 190, 179; Larry Frohling 179.

Men’s High Series: Lance Frohling 538, 
Ryan Frohling 498, Larry Frohling 486.

Women’s High Games: Mary Larson 168, 
Sandy Hoops 166, Michelle Johnson 163.

Women’s High Series: Mary Larson 466, 
Vickie Kramp 431, Michelle Johnson 413.

Aberdeen’s Only 24/7 
Emergency Heart Care

19-ASLH-19744

Avera St. Luke’s is the only hospital in Aberdeen to offer 24/7 heart care. 

Heart attack signs and symptoms:
• Pain, pressure, squeezing, tightness or heaviness in the chest, jaw or neck
• Difficulty breathing unrelated to activity
• Heaviness, tingling or numbness in either arm
• Dizziness, light-headedness or unusual fatigue
• Profuse sweating unrelated to activity

If you experience any of these symptoms,  
listen to your heart, think Avera.

Learn more at Avera.org/st-lukes

305 S. State St.
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-622-5000
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The Groton Independent
Printed & Mailed Weekly Edition

Subscription Form
All prices listed include 6.5% Sales Tax

❏ Black & White.................. $41.54/year
❏ Colored........................... $74.55/year
❏ Colored....................$42.60/6 months
❏ E-Weekly*....................... $21.30/year

* The E-Weekly is a PDF file emailed to you each week. It does 
not grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

Name:__________________________________________

Mailing Addres:___________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code___________________________________

E-mail_ _________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

Groton Daily Independent
www.397news.com
Subscription Form

This option will grant you access to the GDI/Video Archives.

❏ 1 Month..................................$15.98
❏ 3 Months................................ $21.30
❏ 6 Months................................ $26.63
❏ 9 Months.................................$31.95
❏ 12 Months.............................. $42.60

Name:__________________________________________

Mailing Addres:___________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________

State, Zip Code___________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________

The following will be used for your log-in information.

E-mail_ _________________________________________

Password________________________________________

Pay with Paypal. Type the following into 
your browser window: 

paypal.me/paperpaul
Mail Completed Form to:

Groton Independent
P.O. Box 34
Groton, SD 57445-0034

or scan and email to paperpaul@grotonsd.net

The Groton Independent
21 N Main, Groton 605/397-NEWS (6397)
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher  paperpaul@gro-

tonsd.net ~ 605-397-7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager  office@grotonsd.

net ~ 605-397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.net
Deadline to submit items: Noon Monday]

Yearly Subscription Rates are listed below. 
The Groton Independent (USPS# 230-440) is 
published weekly with its periodicals postage 
paid at  Groton, SD.

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Groton Independent, PO Box 34, Groton, SD 
57445

Monthly Drafts Available
If you would like to have automatic payment 

for your subscription to the Groton Indepen-
dent, the following monthly rates would apply:

Colored Weekly: $6.50
Colored Weekly + GDI: $9.95
B & W Weekly: $3.60
B & W Weekly + GDI: $7.25
To sign up, mail in a voided check along with 

the complete form below to:
Groton Independent, PO Box 34, Groton, 

SD 57445

Groton United Methodist Church

FFaallll DDiinnnneerr
Sunday, November 10, 2019

11 am to 1:30 pm

Adults $10     Children 6 - 10 $5

Children age 5 and under Free

RRooaasstt BBeeeeff DDiinnnneerr

2019 NEC All-Conference Football Team
Webster Area: **NEC Conference Champions  5-0
Coby Reetz	 Sr.
Sterling Rausch	 Sr.
Carter Fawcett	 Sr.
Braden Holland	 Sr.
Austin Moen	 Sr.
Colby Torrence	 Jr.

Mobridge/Pollock:  4-1
Reese Cerney	 Sr.
Caden Halsey	 Sr.
Kregen Norder	 Sr.
Braden Goehring	 Jr.
Trace Cerney	 Jr.

Sisseton:  3-2
Anthony Tchida	 Jr.
Elijah Kowalzek	 Jr.
Mathew Moen	 Sr.
Carter Schaunaman	 Jr.

Groton Area:  2-3
Jonathan Doeden	 Sr.
Alex Morris	 Jr.
Kaden Kurtz	 Soph.

Redfield:  1-4
Max Baloun	 Sr.
Gannon Pudwill	 Sr.

Aberdeen Roncalli:  0-5
Jared Pearson	 Sr.

2019 NEC Standings
*Webster NEC Champs	 5-0
*Mobridge/Pollock	 4-1
*Sisseton	 3-2
*Groton Area	 2-3
*Redfield	 1-4
*Ab. Roncalli	 0-5

Honorable Mention:
Kaden Lesnar	 Webster	 Sr.
Jared Schlotte	 Webster	 Sr.
Bryston Goehring	 Mobridge/Pollock	 Jr.
Hudson Filler	 Mobridge/Pollock	 Jr.
Ty Peterson	 Sisseton	 Sr.
Dusty Neilan	 Sisseton	 Sr.
Brody DeHoet	 Groton Area	 Sr.
Thomas Cranford	 Groton Area	 Sr.
Jacob O’Keefe	 Ab. Roncalli	 Sr.
Antony Martinez	 Ab. Roncalli	 Sr.
Dylan Whitley	 Redfield	 Jr.
Bradyn Robbins	 Redfield	 Jr.

Quality Rural Health Care with Less Burnout
The elderly patient came back to our rural 

hospital from a hospital in a nearby larger 
city after having had major surgery and 
feeding-tube placement. The care from the 
bigger hospital was superb except that the 
patient was getting too much nutrient and 
fluids and was a bit “overloaded.” Also, the 
family was concerned that perhaps they had 
been too aggressive in getting stressful sur-
gery for their elderly mom, whose memory 
had begun to slip. As her physician, I cut back on the feeding-tube supplements, stopped 
the intravenous fluids, provided a little diuretic and did labs and X-ray for dementia. I took 
plenty of time with family and patient learning about their wishes should our patient again 
deteriorate. All agreed to emphasize comfort from here on out, and if she started to fail, we 
would do our best in her home hospital and not transfer her care again.

I had been that patient’s primary care doc for years. Practicing outpatient and inpatient 
care in a smaller town gave me the experience to see what was happening. The patient and 
family knew me, trusted me and appreciated the time I spent listening to her. Quality care 
reviewers, government oversight people and insurance companies also know the value of a 
well-trained rural primary care provider who not only understands how to care for complex 
patients, but also, knows when and where to refer when specialized care is needed. In fact, 
experts believe an ideal system would define a primary care provider for every person.

Unfortunately, there are not enough rural primary care docs. Many speculate as to why 
this is; however, I believe the need has resulted from misinformed med students and resi-
dents who think the lifestyle in rural America is not satisfying enough. In the July 2019 issue 
of South Dakota Medicine, a survey of family physicians practicing in this state found much 
lower burnout rates in family docs practicing in rural areas (25 percent) compared with those 
practicing in larger metropolitan areas (51 percent). Evidently, some social aspects of rural 
practice seem to confer a protective effect against burnout. This new data should be helpful 
when young physicians are looking for the most satisfying places to practice.

My elderly patient went home in about a week, happy with our community hospital and 
the care she received. Her doctor was also pleased, as he had the reward of successful care, 

the honor of satisfied family and 
the joy of truly helping someone 
while practicing in a rural setting. 

Richard P. Holm, MD is founder 
of The Prairie Doc® and author 
of “Life’s Final Season, A Guide 
for Aging and Dying with Grace” 
available on Amazon. For free 
and easy access to the entire 
Prairie Doc® library, visit www.
prairiedoc.org and follow Prairie 
Doc® on Facebook featuring 
On Call with the Prairie Doc® a 
medical Q&A show streaming on 
Facebook and broadcast on SDPB 
most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.                

-0-

By Richard P. Holm, MD ~ Prairie Doc® Perspectives



Groton Independent ◊ Wed., Nov. 6, 2019 ◊ 5

Tigers shake off 
stubborn Sisseton team

Jones makes first 
team All-State 

soccer
Senior Austin Jones was se-

lected to the first team All-State 
Soccer Team. It is a first time in 
several years that Groton Area 
has has anyone named to the 
first team.

Austin is the son of Jim and 
Mendy Jones, Groton.

Olive Grove’s 
4th Annual

& Holiday Party
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2019

Tour of Homes - 4-7 p.m.
Steve & Betty Dunker
Brett & Anna Schwan

Ryan & Jennifer Schelle
Olde Bank n’ Café

Coffee, Apple Cider and
goodies at the clubhouse
Holiday Party - 4 p.m. to close

A variety of snacks served
Silent Basket Items 

Bidding Closes at 8:30 p.m.
Live Auction begins at 8:30 p.m.

$15 Tickets Available at
Lori’s Pharmacy, Groton

Groton Ford
Hair & Company, Aberdeen

Come on out for a fun evening!
Support your local golf course!

Nicole Marzahn returns the ball with a 
play at the net. (Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Groton Area’s volley-
ball team had to over-
come a stubborn Sis-
seton team in the first 
round of the Region 
1A volleyball playoffs. 
The Tigers won, 3-0, 
but had to battle from 
behind in the first two 
matches to get the job 
done.

The match was 
broadcast l ive on 
GDILIVE.COM, spon-
sored by the Aber-
deen Chyrsler Cen-
ter, BaseKamp Lodge, 
Bierman Farm Ser-
vice, Bk Custom T’s 
‘n More, Blocker Con-
struction, Dakota Risk 

Management, Tyson DeHoet Trucking, Groton American Legion Post 
#39, Jark Real Estate, Lori’s Pharmacy, Milbrandt Enterprises Inc., 
Mike-N-Jo’s Body-N-Glass, Northeast Chiropractic Clinic, S & S Lumber 
and Hardware Hank, and Webster Landscaping.

The first game was tied three times in the early going before Sis-
seton doubled up on Groton Area, 12-6. The Tigers called time out. 
The Redmen scored another point to take a 13-6 lead and held a five 
point lead at 15-10. Groton Area rallied to tie the game at 21 and 22 
before taking a 23-22 lead. Sisseton tied the game at 23 and again 
at 14. Groton Area would score the last two points for the 26-24 win. 
Nicole Marzahn had six kills while Indigo Rogers had three and Eliza 
Wanner, Kaylin Kucker, Madeline Fliehs and Kenzie McInerney each 
had one kill. Wanner also had an ace serve. Taryn Yammerino led the 
Redmen with four kills and two ace serves while Lexus Redthunder 
had two kills and a block, Kierra Silk had two kills and Avery Despiegler 
had one kill.

The second game was tied at two and three and then the Redmen 
scored eight straight points to take a 15-5 lead. Groton Area would 
slowly come back and would tie the game at 19 and took a 20-19 lead 
after scoring seven straight pionts. The game was tied at 20 and the 
Tigers would score the last three points of the game for the 25-21 win. 
Marzahn, Wanner and Rogers each had three kills and Tadyn Glover 
had an ace serve and Marzahn had one block.

By the third game, it appeared at Groton Area had warmed up and 
went on to dominate the third and final set, winning 25-10. Marzahn 
had seven kills and an ace serve while Fliehs had three kills, McInerney, 
Rogers and Wanner each had a kill and Wanner, Glover and Marzahn 
each had an ace serve.

Marzahn had 16 kills, two ace serves and a block. Rogers had seven 
kills. Wanner had five kills, an ace serve and 17 digs. Glover had 23 
digs, two ace serves and an assist. Fliehs had four kills, McInerney 
had two kills and Kucker had 31 assists and a kill.

Redthunder led the Redmen with eight kills and four blocks and 
Yammerino had five kills, three ace serves and two blocks.

Groton Area will host Milbank on Thursday at 7 p.m. for the next 
round of the playoffs. Milbank came from being down 2-0 to win the 
final three sets for the 3-2 win over Webster Area.

In the other match played in Groton, Redfield defeated Tiospa Zina 
3-0. Game scores were 25-17, 25-17 and 15-12. Kailee Clausen led the 
Pheasants with 10 kills and an ace serve, Hannah Kuehn had seven kills 
and three ace serves, Georgia Kuehn had five kills, three ace serves 
and a block and Courtney Turck had seven kills and an ace serve. 
Amelia Garman led the Wambdi with nine kills.

- Paul Kosel
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Stolles presented with “Saved by the Belt” Award
On September 1, 2019 the Stolle’s were traveling west of Webster on US 12 when they 

entered the median and rolled their vehicle multiple times. The trooper’s investigation deter-
mined though they received serious injuries, their use of safety belts was a significant factor 
in surviving the crash

Trooper Holman presented the Saved by the Belt Award to William and Penny Stolle of Groton 
on November 4, 2019. 

(Photo by Jason Post and Michael Hansen posted 
on Jen Gustafson’s Facebook Page) (Photo from SD Highway Patrol Facebook Page)

Bordewyk named executive director 
of South Dakota News Watch

David Bordewyk, a widely respected media leader for the past 25 
years, is joining South Dakota News Watch as its executive director 
effective Nov. 1, 2019, the nonprofit organization announced.

Bordewyk, a Brookings, S.D., resident, is the longtime executive 
director of the South Dakota Newspaper Association. A 1984 journal-
ism graduate of South Dakota State University, Bordewyk has been a 
strong voice for government transparency and a leader in efforts to 
strengthen citizen access to public information.

“With his deep knowledge of the state, its people and issues, Dave 
is exactly the right person to lead South Dakota News Watch into 
the future,” said Randell Beck, board co-chair and, with Jack Marsh, 
co-founder of the independent journalism organization dedicated to 
producing in-depth stories about statewide topics. “Dave is a trusted 
leader committed to our mission to serve the public interest with first-
rate reporting.”

In a unique partnership with the oldest media organization in the 
state, Bordewyk also will continue in his role as executive director of 
the South Dakota Newspaper Association. SDNA, based in Brookings, 
has represented South Dakota newspapers for 137 years.

“Reliable investigative journalism on topics that impact our citizens on a broader state-wide 
scale is paramount to the success and growth of our state, but it was missing here until South 
Dakota News Watch launched in February 2018,” said Letitia Lister, publisher and part-owner 
of the Black Hills Pioneer in Spearfish.

“It is with great hope for the future of journalism that our South Dakota Newspaper As-
sociation looks upon this new partnership with the professional journalists at South Dakota 
News Watch,” said Lister, current board president of SDNA. “Information is power and America 
needs journalists.”

Bordewyk will work with an existing two-member team of experienced journalists who have 
produced more than 100 in-depth articles in the past 20 months.

Bart Pfankuch, former editor of the Rapid City Journal, was promoted to content director in 
June after serving as the first full-time reporter for News Watch. Investigative reporter Nick 
Lowrey, former managing editor of the Capital Journal in Pierre, was hired as the second full-
time journalist in May.

On Nov. 1, South Dakota News Watch also will begin its annual campaign to raise funds for 
staff and administrative expenses in 2020. To ensure its independence and credibility, South Da-
kota News Watch does not accept advertising and is financed exclusively by voluntary donations 
and grants. Year-end donors to South Dakota News Watch can double the impact of their con-
tributions, thanks to a matching gift fund. Contributions from $1 to $5,000, made in November 

David Bordewyk

Groton Senior Citizens
The Groton Senior Citizens met October 14 

with 13 members present. President opened 
with the flag pledge. Lee Schinkel played, 
“My Country Tis of Thee.” Few of the mem-
bers attended the fall festival at the Granary. 
Marilyn Thorson had back surgery. Meeting 
was adjourned. Cards and 50 with dice were 
played. The winners of the card games were 
Pinochle  - Sarge Likness; Whist - Tony Gold-
ade; 50- Pat Larson. Door Prizes - Kelly Miracle, 
Beulah Hoops and Sarge Likness. Lunch was 
served by Ruby Donovan, Balenda Nelson and 
Kelly Miracle.

On October 21, 13 members were present. 
A short meeting was held to have election of 
officers. They are: President - Ruby Donovan, 
Treasurer - Eunice McColister, Secretary - Elda 
Stange volunteered to serve another year, 
Vice-President - Sarge Likness. Meeting ad-
journed and cards were played. The winners 
were: Pinochle - Sarge Likness, Whist - Dick 
Donovan, Canasta  - Pat Larson and Eunice 
McColister, Door Prizes - Ruby Donovan, Pat 
Larson and David Keinsassor.

Lunch was served by Darlene Fischer.
On October 28 the group met for a potluck 

dinner. Seventeen members were present. 
Bingo was played after dinner. Darlene Fischer 
won blackout. Cards were played after Bingo, 
Door prizes went to Tony Goldade, David Klein-
sassor and Ella Johnson.

Co-ops Support 
Summer Study 

Recommendation
PIERRE, S.D. – South Dakota’s electric co-

operatives applaud an interim committee of 
the South Dakota Legislature for supporting 
a framework for a compromise which has the 
potential to bring long-needed improvements 
to electric service territory disputes.

An exception in current state law allows the 
35 municipal electric systems in South Dakota 
to take territory in newly annexed areas from 
electric cooperatives and investor-owned utili-
ties. That exception has been the focus of the 
nine-member Electric Services in an Annexed 
area legislative summer study committee for 
the past five months.

The framework of the compromise that was 
adopted on an 8-1 vote by the legislative com-
mittee on November 6 would require regular 
meetings and good faith negotiations between 
all utilities involved in electric service territory 
boundaries in newly annexed areas. The com-
promise framework further states that if the 
utilities cannot negotiate an agreement as to 
who will serve the newly annexed areas the 
Public Utilities Commission would settle the 
dispute.

“The framework of a compromise that was 
overwhelmingly adopted by the legislative 
summer study committee is a good start to 
bring long-needed improvements to the state 
law governing electric service territory,” South 
Dakota Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(SDREA) General Manager Ed Anderson said.

South Dakota electric cooperatives have 
been telling lawmakers for the past year that 
it is fundamentally unfair for municipal electric 
systems to have the option to take service ter-
ritory from another utility. The proposal passed 
by the nine-member legislative committee 
provides a path forward to solve this problem.

“This legislative committee spent a lot of time 
and effort to adopt this plan and we would like 
to thank them for their work,” Anderson said.

South Dakota’s electric cooperatives would 
especially like to thank Sen. Alan Solano (R-
Rapid City) for chairing the committee and 
Rep. Thomas Brunner (R-Nisland) for serv-
ing as vice-chair of the panel. Co-ops would 
also like to recognize Sen. Susan Wismer (D-
Britton), Sen. Jordan Youngberg (R-Madison), 
Rep. Shawn Bordeaux (D-Mission), Rep. Kirk 
Chaffee (R-Whitewood), Rep. Spencer Gosch 
(R-Glenham), and Rep. Tim Reed (R-Brookings) 
for supporting the compromise. 

Latex and Mylar Balloons
Groton Daily Independent

21 N Main
Downtown Groton

605-397-NEWS (6397)
Delivery in the Groton area

and December 2019, 
will be matched 1:1 up 
to a total of $50,000. 
The pool of matching 
funds is underwrit-
ten by NewsMatch 
(www.NewsMatch.
org), a consortium of 
national foundations, 
and by South Dakota 
philanthropists Dan 
and Arlene Kirby.
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Dinger places second at Roncalli MathCounts 
The Roncalli Invitational MathCounts was held on October 30, 2019 . 
 Groton student, Gretchen Dinger, earned second place in the seventh 

grade individual division.  Dillon Abeln earned fifth place in the eighth 
grade individual division. Gretchen Dinger, Axel Warrington, Payton 
Mitchell, and Blake Pauli earned second place in the seventh grade team 
division. 

MathCounts is a nationwide coaching and competition program for 
middle school students that promotes excellence in mathematics.  The 
next junior high competition will be the Roncalli  Elementary Countdown 
MathCounts Competition on Wednesday, December 4.

7th Grade Team Awards
First row from the left: Addisyn Heinrich, Jaxson Moore, Kyleigh 

Schopp, Anna Schwab; Warner; 1st place
Second row from the left: Gretchen Dinger, Payton Mitchell, Blake 

Pauli, Axel Warrington; Groton; 2nd place
Third row from the left: Marlee Baldwin, Reese Comstock, Sam 

Franks, Athena Johnson; Holgate; 3rd place
7th Grade Individual Awards

 First row from the left:  Annie Dvorak, Northwestern, 1st Place; 
Gretchen Dinger, Groton, 2nd Place; Athena Johnson, Holgate, 3rd 
Place. Second row from left: Kaden Larson, Roncalli, 4th Place; Reece 
Comstock, Holgate, 5th Place; Ben Goebel, Roncalli, 6th Place

8th Grade Individual Awards
First row from the left: Asi Temoka, Holgate, 1st place; Neva Mik-

kelsen, Gettysburg, 2nd place; Katelyn Ryan, Holgate, 3rd place
Second row from left: Courtney Decker, Northwestern, 4th place, 

Dillon Abeln, Groton, 5th place; Ben Ricci, Holgate, 6th place
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Good Luck in Post-Season Play
and

Congratulations NEC Champions!

These businesses wish the Tigers good luck in post 
season play, congratulate the Tigers on a perfect 
NEC champion record of 10-0, and are sponsoring 
this evenings broadcast on GDILIVE.COM.

Aberdeen Chrysler Center
BaseKamp Lodge

Bierman Farm Service
BK Custom T’s & More 
Blocker Construction 

Dakota Risk Management 
Tyson DeHoet Trucking

Groton American Legion Post #39
Groton Daily Independent

Jark Real Estate
Lori’s Pharmacy

Milbrandt Enterprises Inc.
Mike-N-Jo’s Body-N-Glass

Northeast Chiropractic Clinic
S&S Lumber & Hardware Hank

Weber Landscaping

In back, left to right, are Assistant Coach Sarah Schuster, Stella Meier, Grace Wambach, Maddie Bjerke 
and Head Coach Chelsea Hanson; in the middle row, left to right, are Indigo Rogers, Brooklyn Gilbert, 
Kaylin Kucker, Tadyn Glover, Payton Colestock, Kenzie McInerney and Nicole Marzahn; in front, left to 
right, are Eliza Wanner, Madeline Fliehs, Jasmine Gengerke, Assistant Coach Jenna Strom, Allyssa Locke, 
Megan Fliehs and Trista Keith. (Courtesy Photo)

Groton Area Tigers
No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Gr.
1	 Allyssa Locke	 S	 10
2	 Trista Keith	 DS	 10
3	 Kenzie McInerney	 MH	 11
4	 Nicole Marzahn	 OH	 12
5	 Tadyn Glover	 DS	 12
6	 Stella Meier	 MH	 10
7	 Indigo Rogers	 MH/RH	 12
8	 Megan Fliehs	 MH	 10
9	 Payton Colestock	 DS	 12
10	 Madeline Fliehs	 MH	 10
11	 Eliza Wanner	 OH	 12
12	 Kaylin Kucker	 S	 12
13	 Grace Wambach	 RH	 11
14	 Brooklyn Gilbert	 OH	 11
15	 Maddie Bjerke	 RH	 10
17	 Jasmine Gengerke	MB/RH	 11

Head Coach: Chelsea Hanson
Asst. Coaches:  Jenna Strom, Sarah Schuster
Managers: Tevan Hanson and Chesney Weber
Statisticians: Regan Leicht
Superintendent: Joe Schwan
Principal: Kiersten Sombke
Ath. Director: Brian Dolan
School Colors: Black/Gold
School Song: Fight On


