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OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans. 

Groton Area hosting two 
volleyball matches on Tuesday
Last year it was voted to have only two sites for 

the first night of the regional volleyball tournament 
as well as the first round of the regional basketball 
tournaments. According to Groton Athletic Director 
Brian Dolan, “It’s been getting tougher to hire three 
crews for the same night in both sports. This way 
we only need two. The fourth seed gets to pick 
where they want to play between the number two 
and number three seeds.”

So as a result, Redfield and Tiospa Zina will play 
at 6 p.m. followed by the Groton Area vs. Sisseton 
match.

1- Groton Area host double header volleyball 
match on Tuesday

2- Weekly Vikings Roundup
3- Dr. Holm’s Column: Quality Rural Health Care 

with Less Burnout
4- Groton Legion Turkey Party Ad
5-  Weather Pages
8- Daily Devotional
9- 2019 Groton Events
10- News from the Associated Press
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Weekly Vikings Roundup

By Jordan Wright

The Minnesota Vikings were set up perfectly to start the second half of the season. The Kansas City 
Chiefs were without their MVP quarterback Patrick Mahomes for this game, while the Vikings were perhaps 
the most impressive team in the league over the previous four weeks. Instead of an easy win, however, 
the Vikings managed to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory, and the Chiefs won 26-23 on a last-second 
field goal.

The Vikings offense was hot coming into this game, but they cooled off faster than the Midwest going 
from summer straight into winter. With 11 minutes left in the fourth quarter, Kirk Cousins threw a touch-
down pass to Kyle Rudolph to give the Vikings a 23-20 lead. The defense forced the Chiefs to punt on the 
next series, and the Vikings got the ball back with eight and a half minutes left. All the offense needed 
was one long, time consuming drive and the game would have been put away. Instead, the Vikings final 
two drives combined for six plays, -7 yards, and two punts – and the Chiefs took advantage to come away 
with the win

 Kirk Cousins only completed 50 percent of his passes (19/38), but he still managed to get 220 passing 
yards and three touchdowns. Adam Thielen was active for this game, but he exited early after reaggravating 
his hamstring injury. Stefon Diggs played the whole game, but you probably didn’t notice, as he finished 
with only one catch for four yards (on four targets) and one carry for 12 yards. Laquon Treadwell led the 
team in receiving, catching three passes for 58 yards.

Dalvin Cook and the rest of the Vikings’ running backs had a bad game on Sunday. The Chiefs are one 
of the worst teams in the league against the run, so the Vikings should have been able to run it at will. 
However, Cook only had 71 yards on 21 carries and the Vikings as a team only managed 96 rushing yards 
on 27 carries (3.6 yards per carry). 

The Vikings defense did a great job of pressuring Chiefs’ quarterback Matt Moore, sacking the veteran 
five times and adding another nine quarterback hits. The defense also did a good job of limiting the Chiefs 
on the ground for the most part. Unfortunately, the Vikings’ defense gave up a few big plays (91-yard 
touchdown run by Damien Williams, 41-yard touchdown catch to Tyreek Hill) which proved to be the dif-
ference in the game. 

The player of the game on offense was Kyle Rudolph, who had three catches for 23 yards and a touch-
down. While the stats might not jump off the page, it’s still worth noting how well Rudolph has adapted to 
his new role on the team, a role that involves much more blocking than in previous years. With Thielen, 
Diggs, Cook, and even rookie tight end Irv Smith Jr. on the roster, Rudolph won’t have many passes thrown 
his way. However, the veteran player is doing everything he can to help this team win.

The player of the game on defense was Everson Griffen, who had six tackles, three tackles for a loss, 
one sack and three quarterback hits. Griffen is the longest tenured Viking on the roster, and while some 
were calling for him to be cut this past offseason, the Vikings held on to him and he has rewarded the 
team with one of the best seasons of his career. 

Looking ahead, the Vikings remain on the road and travel to Dallas to take on the Cowboys. It’s the Sun-
day Night Football game, which will air on NBC and kickoff will be at 7:20 (CT). The Cowboys are one of 
the better teams in the NFL, so this game will be a tough test. ESPN is giving the Cowboys a 52% chance 
to win this game. If the Vikings can get their offensive mojo back, and if the defense limits the big plays, 
the Vikings should be able to come away with the win. Skol! 
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Quality Rural Health Care with Less Burnout

The elderly patient came back to our rural hospital from 
a hospital in a nearby larger city after having had major 
surgery and feeding-tube placement. The care from 
the bigger hospital was superb except that the patient 
was getting too much nutrient and fluids and was a bit 
“overloaded.” Also, the family was concerned that per-
haps they had been too aggressive in getting stressful 
surgery for their elderly mom, whose memory had begun 
to slip. As her physician, I cut back on the feeding-tube 
supplements, stopped the intravenous fluids, provided 
a little diuretic and did labs and X-ray for dementia. I took plenty of time with family and patient learning 
about their wishes should our patient again deteriorate. All agreed to emphasize comfort from here on 
out, and if she started to fail, we would do our best in her home hospital and not transfer her care again.

I had been that patient’s primary care doc for years. Practicing outpatient and inpatient care in a smaller 
town gave me the experience to see what was happening. The patient and family knew me, trusted me 
and appreciated the time I spent listening to her. Quality care reviewers, government oversight people and 
insurance companies also know the value of a well-trained rural primary care provider who not only under-
stands how to care for complex patients, but also, knows when and where to refer when specialized care 
is needed. In fact, experts believe an ideal system would define a primary care provider for every person.

Unfortunately, there are not enough rural primary care docs. Many speculate as to why this is; however, 
I believe the need has resulted from misinformed med students and residents who think the lifestyle in 
rural America is not satisfying enough. In the July 2019 issue of South Dakota Medicine, a survey of family 
physicians practicing in this state found much lower burnout rates in family docs practicing in rural areas 
(25 percent) compared with those practicing in larger metropolitan areas (51 percent). Evidently, some 
social aspects of rural practice seem to confer a protective effect against burnout. This new data should 
be helpful when young physicians are looking for the most satisfying places to practice.

My elderly patient went home in about a week, happy with our community hospital and the care she 
received. Her doctor was also pleased, as he had the reward of successful care, the honor of satisfied 
family and the joy of truly helping someone while practicing in a rural setting. 

Richard P. Holm, MD is founder of The Prairie Doc® and author of “Life’s Final Season, A Guide for Aging 
and Dying with Grace” available on Amazon. For free and easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® library, 
visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow Prairie Doc® on Facebook featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® 
a medical Q&A show streaming on Facebook and broadcast on SDPB most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.                

-0-

By Richard P. Holm, MD ~ Prairie Doc® Perspectives
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Monday and Tuesday might see some isolated rain/snow showers with little to no accumulation expected. 
Below average temperatures continue with highs dropping down to freezing by Wednesday, becoming a 
bit more mild as we get to the weekend.
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Today in Weather History  

November 4, 1992: Significant snow blanketed much of the state except the southwest between November 
1st and November 4th. The snow and slush caused numerous minor traffic accidents and further delayed 
the fall harvest in many areas. The highest snowfall amounts included over a foot in north-central and 
northeast South Dakota, and the northern Black Hills, with generally 3 to 7 inches reported elsewhere. 
Some of the more significant storms total snowfall reports were 25.2 inches at Lead, 15 inches at Eureka, 
14 inches near Summit, 13 inches near Victor, 12.6 inches at Roscoe, and 12 inches in Leola and 23 miles 
north of Highmore.

1935: Called the Yankee Hurricane, this Category 2 storm affected the Bahamas and South Florida. This 
storm remains the only tropical cyclone to hit Miami from the Northeast in November.

1959: A rare, F0 tornado caused minor damage near Cape St. Elias Light Station on Kayak Island, Alaska.
1985: Heavy rains from the remnants of tropical storm Juan dropped 10 to 19 inches of rain on West 

Virginia and surrounding states, causing 62 deaths. A maximum of 19.77 inches was recorded near Mon-
tebello in the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia. The flood in West Virginia was considered the worst in the 
State’s history.

1991: Nearly 3,000 individuals were killed in the Philippines when Tropical Storm Thelma produced mas-
sive flooding on 4th and 5th. The storm was the second major disaster of the year as Mount Pinatubo 
violently erupted on June 12.

1926 - A hurricane came inland near Daytona Beach, FL. The hurricane caused 2.5 million dollars dam-
age in eastern Florida, including the Jacksonville area. (David Ludlum)

1939 - The temperature at Lewiston, ID, hit 117 degrees to establish an all-time record high for that 
location. (The Weather Channel)

1943 - On a whim, and flying a single engine AT-6, Lieutenant Ralph O’Hair and Colonel Duckworth were 
the first to fly into a hurricane. It started regular Air Force flights into hurricanes. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Thunderstorms in Minnesota spawned a tornado which moved in a southwesterly direction for a 
distance of thirty miles across Rice County and Goodhue County. Trees were uprooted and tossed about 
like toys, and a horse lifted by the tornado was observed sailing horizontally through the air. Thunder-
storms drenched La Crosse, WI, with 5.26 inches of rain, their second highest 24 hour total of record. 
(The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Hot weather prevailed in the north central U.S. Williston, ND, reported a record high of 108 de-
grees. Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the eastern U.S., and in southeastern Texas. Richland 
County, SC, was soaked with up to 5.5 inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms produced locally heavy rains in the southwestern U.S. Yuma, AZ, experienced 
their most severe thunderstorm of record. Strong thunderstorm winds, with unofficial gusts as high as 95 
mph, reduced visibilities to near zero in blowing dust and sand. Yuma got nearly as much rain in one hour 
as is normally received in an entire year. The storm total of 2.55 inches of rain was a record 24 hour total 
for July. Property damage due to flash flooding and high winds was in the millions. (Storm Data)

1989 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather from Wisconsin and northern Illinois to New England, 
with 103 reports of large hail and damaging winds through the day. Thunderstorms in Wisconsin produced 
hail three inches in diameter near Oshkosh, and wind gusts to 65 mph at Germantown. (The National 
Weather Summary)
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 46 °F at 12:48 PM
Low Temp:  26 °F at 3:18 AM
Wind: 18 mph at 7:37 PM
Day Rain: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 78° in 1975
Record Low: -2° in 1991
Average High: 47°F 
Average Low: 25°F 
Average Precip in Nov.: 0.09
Precip to date in Nov.: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 20.56
Precip Year to Date: 26.57
Sunset Tonight: 5:17 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 7:18 a.m.
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BREAKTHROUGH

It was the first time she, JoAnn, had ever competed in the Special Olympics. She had trained hard but 
had no expectations of winning her race. But, she did win.

After the medal was placed around her neck, she ran to her parents and said, “Look mom and dad – I 
won! I won my race!” Tears fell from their eyes and ran down their cheeks.

Noticing their tears, the judge approached them and asked, “Aren’t you happy that your daughter won 
the race? Why are you crying?”

Wiping the tears from her eyes, JoAnn’s mother said, “Of course we are happy she won her race. But 
what brought tears to our eyes was the joy we had in hearing the first words she ever uttered.”

It is easy for Christians to do good works and kind deeds in the name of the Lord without mentioning 
His name. And that is good. But we must also willingly and without hesitation boldly tell others of His 
blessings in our lives and give Him the credit.

Prayer: Give us courage, Lord, to share Your message of love, hope, and salvation with the lost. Also, 
Father, give us courage praise Your blessings, too. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Scripture For Today: Psalm 107:2 Has the Lord redeemed you? Then speak out! Tell others he has re-
deemed you from your enemies.
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/12/2019 St. John’s Lutheran Luncheon
• 09/20/2019 Presbyterian Luncheon
• 09/28/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 01/26/2020 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 04/04/2020 Groton Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. Sharp (Saturday a week be-

fore Easter Weekend)
• 04/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/02/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/25/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
• 06/8-10/2020 St. John’s VBS
• 07/04/2020 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
  Groton Hosting State B American Legion Baseball Tournament
• 07/12/2020 Summer Fest/Car Show
• 09/12/2020 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Sat. after Labor Day)
• 10/10/2020 Pumpkin Fest
• 10/31/2020 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/14/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Annual Turkey Party (Saturday closest 

to Veteran’s Day)
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Execution looms for South Dakota man in co-worker’s stabbing
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A man who stabbed to death a former co-worker who interrupted him during 

a burglary is set to be executed in South Dakota on Monday barring a last-minute stay.
Charles Russell Rhines brushed off a plea for mercy from 22-year-old Donnivan Schaeffer in the 1992 

slaying at a Rapid City doughnut shop. Now 63, Rhines last week unsuccessfully challenged the drug the 
state plans to use in the execution at the state prison in Sioux Falls.

Rhines argued the drug, pentobarbital, isn’t the “ultra-short-acting” drug he’s entitled to, but a circuit 
judge ruled it acts as fast or faster than other drugs Rhines cited when used in lethal doses. He’s appeal-
ing that ruling to the state Supreme Court.

Rhines has also asked the U.S. Supreme Court to block his execution. He argues that the jury that sen-
tenced him to death had an anti-gay bias, a claim the court declined to hear before. He also argues that 
the state has denied him access to experts to examine him for cognitive and psychiatric impairments; the 
state argued that he was examined by mental health experts and found competent.

Gov. Kristi Noem has said she won’t block the execution.
Schaeffer was delivering supplies to Dig ‘Em Donuts where he worked when Rhines ambushed him, 

stabbing him in the stomach. Bleeding from his wound, Schaeffer begged to be taken to a hospital, vow-
ing to keep silent about the crime; instead, he was forced into a storeroom, tied up and stabbed to death.

Steve Allender, a Rapid City police detective at the time of the killing who is now the city’s mayor, said 
Rhines’ jury sentenced him to death partly because of Rhines’ “chilling laughter” as he described Schaef-
fer’s death spasms.

“I watched the jury as they listened to the confession of Charles Rhines on audiotape and their reaction 
to his confession was appropriate. Any human being would be repulsed by the things he said and the way 
he said them,” Allender told KELO.

Rhines attended Schaeffer’s funeral, then moved to Seattle a few days later. Authorities thought the 
move was odd because Rhines had vowed to never return to Washington state, where he had spent time 
in prison. Allender said authorities initially interviewed Rhines and felt something was off, but Rhines wasn’t 
arrested until four months later — after Rhines told his former roommate about the killing.

Rhines wrote to the Argus Leader in May 2013, saying that when he saw a grieving mother on the news 
in an unrelated case, he realized what he had done to Schaeffer’s mother.

“Just at the cusp of her beloved child becoming an independent person, a responsible adult with a family 
and friends surrounding him and his mother waiting expectantly for grandchildren to spoil, having all that 
snatched away for almost no reason at all and the hole it has had to have left in her heart,” he wrote. 
“Prosecutors talk of closure, but that wound will never close, no matter how long it is there.”

Peggy Schaeffer, Donnivan’s mother, rejected the words as insincere.
Schaeffer’s family declined to speak with The Associated Press in advance of Rhines’ execution. In June, 

when a judge scheduled the execution, Peggy Schaeffer told reporters, “This step was one big one for 
justice for Donnivan. It’s just time.”

College club to make 3-D prosthetic hands for needy children
By CORA VAN OLSON Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan

YANKTON, S.D. (AP) — Mount Marty College plans to literally give a helping hand to children.
Students in the college’s Biology/Chemistry Club have been given the green light to 3-D print custom 

prosthetic hands for children in need.
The group is working with an organization called E-Nable that provides free 3-D computer files needed 

to print each individual piece of a prosthetic hand, along with instructions for printing and assembly. Kits 

News from the
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with additional parts, including rubber grippers for the fingers, tension wires, Velcro straps and screws, 
are sold on the organization’s website.

“E-Nable is kind of a community of 3-D printers that have come together and decided that one of the 
things to do with these 3-D printers is service,” said Tamara Pease, assistant chemistry professor and 
faculty advisor for the Bio/Chem Club. “They’ve come up with several different types of prosthetic devices 
that can be printed.”

Juniors Christopher Wixon and Mitchell Lonneman, co-presidents of the Bio/Chem Club, are learning how 
to use the 3-D printer so they can output the parts for each hand to assemble with the rest of the club.

“We will probably get a few other Mount Marty students, at first, to learn how to do it,” Wixon told the 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan. “Then we hope to get more people involved, teach more people, so we 
can make these hands faster.”

The club will have to print and assemble a functioning adult hand for E-Nable representatives to exam-
ine. If the hand is deemed acceptable, the Bio/Chem Club will become a certified E-Nable provider of free 
prosthetic hands.

“Prosthetic hands are very expensive,” Pease said. “I, frankly, don’t know the full cost of prosthetic de-
vices, but, with the parts that we have purchased to assemble and the filament, the price for hand runs 
approximately $50 — without labor.”

An internet search by the Press & Dakotan showed that traditional prosthetic hands start at about $3,000 
and can be partially covered by health insurance.

Through E-Nable certification, the Bio/Chem Club can be contacted by anyone who has a child that 
needs a prosthetic hand.

“There’s a pretty big need out there,” Lonneman added. “As soon as we get our names out there, there 
will be people coming to us needing hands. So the biggest hump we are trying to get over now is to 
properly learn how to put these things together.”

Printing the many files involved in creating a prosthetic hand can take hours, so Sister Bonita Gacnik, 
Mathematical Sciences chair, usually lets the printer work overnight.

“I built a project that contains all of the files for a left hand or a right hand,” Gacnik said. “The printer 
estimates about nine hours to print (the pieces for one hand). If we got a system going, I think we could 
print at least two a day.”

3-D printing is a relatively new technology that translates a virtual 3-D object defined in a computer file 
into an actual object in the physical world. Instead of ink, a 3-D printer uses a filament that it can melt — 
in this case plastic — and extrude to build an object layer by layer.

Right now, the group is experimenting with different colored filaments, including flesh tones and primary 
colors like yellow, blue and black.

Another challenge they have discovered is removing the cooled printed pieces from the printer plate.
“We haven’t made (a hand) from scratch yet, but we printed a full hand, and then I printed a second 

hand, but we had to wait, because I had to go online to figure out how to get the darned pieces off the 
plate,” Gacnik said. “You can buy plates that are flexible, and you flex the plate and (the pieces) pop off. 
It would probably work, but I am not sure how much we want to invest in modifying the printer.”

She found that freezing the pieces with canned air was an effective first step in getting the pieces off 
the plate.

Because of her work with local Eagle Scout Ryan Trail, Pease has already had some experience assem-
bling the hands.

Trail, who has been making hands with E-Nable as part of his Eagle Scout project, recommended it to 
Pease for Mount Marty to take on.

“The assembly itself, once you figure out how to assemble it, is not hard, but the harder part is removing 
loose plastic pieces,” she said. “All of these little bits and pieces, where you have to be able to put pins and 
screws in, if they are not printed perfectly, or if they are hanging, we have to go in and scrape those out.”

Part of what Pease learned from Trail was to print carefully and slowly in order to be able to assemble 
the hand more quickly.
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Each prosthetic hand must be custom made and fitted to each wearer, she said. People in need can 

come from anywhere in the world, but this particular prosthetic will only work on people that have some 
portion of their hand remaining below the wrist.

Children in war-torn areas have a great need for these devices, as well as those born without fingers, 
Pease said.

Simple farming accidents can also result in the need for a prosthetic hand, Gacnik added.
“Anybody who can’t afford to pay for a prosthetic device has a need,” Pease said. “Ideally, we would 

have someone contact us and say, ‘I have a child this age, this is the size of the hand — they have ways 
for someone to determine what size they need — and he wants a green one with yellow fingers.’ We print 
it off, assemble it and mold it to fit them.”

Since the hands are donated at no cost to the wearer, part of the project’s success will depend on the 
Bio/Chem Club’s ability to fund-raise for the necessary supplies, Pease said.

“In talking about it, we have had some very enthusiastic support,” she said. “The Rotary Club has do-
nated $500 to the Bio/Chem Club to start purchasing, but the club has decided to extend that money to 
be able to purchase more and make more hands, so they are going to run a fundraiser.”

The fundraiser will sell four different types of amaryllis and also Paperwhites as a holiday gift box.
“We are going to begin next week, and hopefully deliver by Thanksgiving,” Pease said. “All the funds 

that come from that will go toward this project.”
Once they have a system down, the club hopes to get others involved in making the hands so they can 

make them faster and help address the great need.
“The Bio/Chem Club has really embraced this,” Pease said.
___
Information from: Yankton Press and Dakotan, http://www.yankton.net/

Aberdeen center provides place to pray, talk, heal
By KELDA J.L. PHARRIS Aberdeen American News

ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — Dianne Duhaime and Kelly Gederos are regular listeners to the voice of God.
Last year, as they listened, it became apparent to them that they were destined for a change. Duhaime, of 

Aberdeen, had been looking into ministry. Gederos, of Westport, left her longtime nursing job at Bethesda.
Their call centered on the heart of Aberdeen and its wayward residents and visitors. With myriad dona-

tions and help the women established There Center in Aberdeen. Work began in January. In April they 
began hosting prayer groups and using the center’s healing room.

“We are not a church. It’s just prayer and for people that need to talk to somebody,” Gederos told the 
Aberdeen American News.

The rooms at There Center are cozy with warm furnishings set against the usual interior designs of 
downtown’s older buildings — dark wood-paneled walls, crown moulding and nearly floor-to-ceiling win-
dows. The latter have been replaced. The draftiness on the second floor of the old First National Bank 
building is gone.

“Dave Graf still owns the building. He was led by the Lord to have a place to help people,” Gederos said.
The women said they’ve assisted addicts, people who were lost in life, those who were suicidal and 

others who need some help or healing in prayer. People have come from as far as Fargo, North Dakota.; 
Webster and Spearfish, as well as from Aberdeen. Some find their way to the room through the Interna-
tional Association of Healing Rooms website, healingrooms.com . Others are referred to There Center by 
pastors, counselors, colleagues and loved ones.

“We’ve seen a a lot of miracles,” Duhaime said. “We have a lot of people that have problems mentally 
and emotionally that just need someone to talk to. A lot of lives have been changed, and everything set 
up is confidential.”

“And it’s free. If people have to go to counselors ... it takes money. We don’t get paid to do this,” Gede-
ros said.
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Both women said they took courses in healing rooms in North Dakota and have done the coursework 

for Stephen’s Ministry — a Christian-based training program for those who help others through difficult 
circumstances and life struggles.

On Mondays and Wednesdays There Center’s healing room is open. It’s affiliated with the International 
Association of Healing Rooms. It’s a space to pray or meditate whether in a group setting or one-on-one.

There is also a soaking room. Decorative columns, tulle, a lion-and-lamb statue and two angel figures 
flank a golden throne with an embedded crown. A TV is being added to project serene images and video 
with music or calming sounds. An overstuffed lounge chair is motorized to allow for easy sitting and stand-
ing for those who can’t grab a spot on the floor. Duhaime’s homemade oversized pillows provide additional 
comfort. There is no water. The soaking is metaphorical.

“This whole building emanates Christ. It’s because we pray and we pray all the time in here,” she said.
To help with the cost of consumables like toilet paper and cleaning supplies the center also sells home-

made soaps, crocheted or knit items, purses and pillows.
Those who use the center are eventually given a key. The facility is accessible 24/7, though Duhaime 

and Gederos do not staff all those hours. But they’re just a phone call away.
“If they need help, my number is on the doors. I only live a few blocks. I’ll be more than happy to come 

down,” Duhaime said.
___
Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

1 killed, 3 hurt in head-on crash in South Dakota
BROWNS VALLEY, S.D. (AP) — Authorities say one person was killed and three others seriously injured 

when an SUV and a semi-truck collided in northeastern South Dakota.
The crash happened Friday afternoon south of Browns Valley in Roberts County.
Authorities say the SUV was traveling around a curve when it drifted across the center and collided 

head-on with the semi.
The SUV rolled in the ditch. The 35-year-old woman who was driving was thrown from the SUV and died 

at the scene. She was not wearing a seat belt.
Her three passengers all suffered life-threatening injuries and were taken to hospitals. The 37-year-old 

man who was driving the semi had minor injuries.
Names of the victims have not been released. The Highway Patrol is investigating.

Time ticks away at wild bison genetic diversity
By MORGAN LEE Associated Press

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — Evidence is mounting that wild North American bison are gradually shedding their 
genetic diversity across many of the isolated herds overseen by the U.S. government, weakening future 
resilience against disease and climate events in the shadow of human encroachment.

The extent of the creeping threat to herds overseen by the Department of Interior — the backbone 
of wild bison conservation efforts for North America — is coming into sharper focus amid advances in 
genetic studies.

Preliminary results of a genetic population analysis commissioned by the National Park Service show 
three small federal herds would almost certainly die off — extinguishing their DNA lineage — within 200 
years under current management practices that limit transfers for interbreeding among distant herds.

The study is awaiting peer review by other scientists. It does not include Yellowstone National Park’s 
herd of some 5,000 unfenced bison, the largest federal conservation herd that’s seen by millions of people 
who visit the park annually.

“Some of these herds that lost the most genetic diversity do have a high probability of going extinct, 
due to the accumulation of inbreeding,” explained Cynthia Hartway, a conservation scientist at the bison 
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program with Wildlife Conservation Society who led the analysis.

The preliminary findings were presented at a workshop of the American Bison Society in the buffalo-
raising Native American community of Pojoaque, amid impassioned discussions about ensuring the iconic 
mammal’s lasting place in the wild.

Bison squeezed through a perilously small genetic bottleneck in the late 1800s with the hunting and 
extermination of the massive animals that had numbered in the tens of millions. At one point, fewer than 
a 1,000 survived.

Federal wildlife authorities now support about 11,000 genetically pure bison with only the slightest traces 
of cattle interbreeding. The herds represent one third of all bison maintained for conservation purposes 
across North America.

Many of the conservation herds overseen directly by the Interior Department have 400 or fewer animals 
— leaving them prone to problems of inbreeding and genetic drift that reduce environmental adaptability.

The new analysis suggests the problem, left unchecked, would likely spell doom for small herds wander-
ing the immense Wrangell - St. Elias National Park and Preserve in Alaska, the hemmed-in bison at the 
Chickasaw National Recreation Area in Oklahoma that descended from a group of six animals, and a tiny 
educational display herd at Sullys Hill National Game Preserve in North Dakota.

At the same time, strategically exchanging as few as two bison between herds every 10 years would 
forestall the genetic deterioration of small herds, the research found.

Hartway said transfers alone don’t stop that slow ebb of genetic diversity from the combined “meta-
population” — the collective DNA profile of scattered federal conservation herds — and that more large 
herds may be needed in the long run.

“We’re kind of putting a band-aid on the problem. The problem is we have small, isolated herds.”
Others see modern reproductive technology as a solution.
Frozen bison embryos and in vitro fertilization hold out promise for easing genetic isolation among herds 

without the risks of transferring hulking mammals or spreading diseases such as brucellosis that leads 
to aborted calves, said Gregg Adams, a professor of veterinary biomedical sciences at the University of 
Saskatchewan who has pioneered the reproductive technologies on bison.

But federal wildlife managers and some indigenous communities are loath to adopt such techniques that 
move away from natural selection in mating.

Peter Dratch, a senior biologist in Colorado for the Fish and Wildlife Service’s wildlife inventory and moni-
toring program, cautioned against even more subtle human interference in managing wild herds, such 
as inoculations or rescuing ailing bison for treatable diseases. He believes domestic versions of bison will 
emerge from commercial herds, where bison number 400,000 or more.

“You don’t want to go overboard, to play God,” he said.
Wild bison DNA is typically sampled from tail-hair gathered at cattle-style roundups, or with small flesh-

biting darts, and even blood samples from animals killed by hunters in remote locations.
In its cooperative effort with federal and state agencies, the Wildlife Conservation Society assembled 

DNA information from more than 1,800 bison among 16 federal herds, with additional sampling from two 
publicly managed Canadian herds.

Brendan Moynahan, chairman of the Interior Department’s Bison Work Group, said genetic-diversity con-
cerns could add momentum to initiatives already afoot for larger conservation herds where enough open 
space can be found, potentially in collaboration with Native American communities that revere the buffalo.

At the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana, tribal leaders who re-established wild bison in 2016 have 
described their vision for herds that roam freely into neighboring Glacier National Park, the Badger-Two 
Medicine wilderness and Canada’s Waterton Lakes National Park — an area spanning several thousand 
square miles.

Despite concerns, Moynahan insisted the plains bison and larger northern wood bison are on a better 
genetic footing than other wild North American mammals such as the black-footed ferret that have had 
close brushes with extinction.
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From toast of town to toxic: Facebook CEO on outs with Dems

By MARCY GORDON AP Business Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mark Zuckerberg’s social network in Washington is shrinking.
Bipartisan hostility against Facebook has been building for months, fueled by a series of privacy scan-

dals, the site’s role in Russian meddling in the 2016 presidential campaign and accusations that Facebook 
crushes competitors.

Now, with the 2020 elections approaching, Democrats especially are homing in on the conduct of the 
social media giant and its refusal to fact-check political ads and remove false ones.

“When you’re the No. 1 monopoly, people are going to come after you,” says John Feehery, a veteran 
Republican communications strategist. The challenge for Democrats, as he sees it: “They’re facing a base 
that is very angry and restive. So they have to be much more aggressive in taking on corporations.”

Zuckerberg enjoyed a cozy relationship with the Obama administration. But in the face of growing public 
outrage, the co-founder of the upstart born under the motto “Move fast and break things” is learning the 
art of smoothing over and piecing back together.

His new strategy: a personal blitz featuring serial private meetings in Washington with key lawmakers of 
both parties and President Donald Trump; small, off-the-record dinners at his California home with con-
servative journalists and opinion makers; and the occasional public address or TV interview.

He’s become lobbyist-in-chief for a tech giant that has about 60 people officially playing that role. The 
company spent an estimated $12.6 million on federal influencing last year.

The political ad issue hits close to home for Democrats. Facebook, as well as Twitter and Google, refused 
in September to remove a misleading video ad from Trump’s reelection campaign that targeted top-tier 
Democratic candidate Joe Biden. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, another top Democratic contender, chose to hit 
back by running her own ad and making it personal by falsely claiming that Zuckerberg had endorsed 
Trump for 2020.

Warren, who has called for breaking up Facebook and other tech giants, acknowledged the ad’s deliber-
ate falsity to make her point.

Then came Zuckerberg’s speech last month at Georgetown University in which he promoted free ex-
pression as the foundation for Facebook’s refusal to take down content it deems newsworthy, even if the 
material violates company standards. The next week, during prickly questioning by Democratic lawmakers 
at a televised House hearing, Zuckerberg dug in on not fact-checking politicians’ speech and the handling 
of hate speech and potential incitements to violence.

“This really is not about money,” Zuckerberg insisted. “It is important that people can see for themselves 
what politicians are saying.” Facebook says political advertising accounts for less than half of 1% of its 
total revenue.

In the lambasting from Democrats, Rep. Joyce Beatty of Ohio, the vice chair of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, focused on Facebook’s track record on civil rights and diversity. She told Zuckerberg that he had 
“ruined the lives of many people, discriminated against them.”

As part of a legal settlement with civil rights groups, Facebook changed its ad-targeting systems this 
year to prevent discrimination in housing, credit and employment ads. It previously had allowed such ads 
to be targeted to people based on age, sex or race, which is illegal.

At some points, friendlier Republican members of the House Financial Services Committee asked Zuck-
erberg how he was holding up through the six-hour hearing. “I’m doing OK,” replied the 35-year-old co-
founder, chairman and CEO. He’s one of the world’s richest individuals, with a net worth currently estimated 
at $71 billion.

Summing up, Rep. Maxine Waters, the California Democrat who leads the committee, told Zuckerberg, 
“You have opened up a discussion about whether Facebook should be broken up.”

A mandated breakup would be the worst-case scenario for Facebook and the other big tech companies. 
Facebook says splitting up large tech corporations would make the election system more vulnerable to 
interference because the companies wouldn’t be able to work together to prevent it.

For Zuckerberg and the Democrats, “it may be a nasty divorce,” said James Thurber, a professor of 
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government at American University who founded its Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies. 
“He clearly has taken a stand that’s really quite unpopular.”

Thurber called Zuckerberg’s backstage celebrity approach to lobbying efforts “very dangerous.” ‘’You’ve 
got to be very careful about that, if you think you can do it yourself,” he said.

Rep. David Cicilline, a senior House Democrat who leads the Judiciary Committee’s investigation into the 
market dominance of big tech companies, is working on legislation that may target the profits made by 
Facebook from political ads it knows are false. The measure likely would also apply to social media rivals 
Twitter and Google.

On Thursday, Twitter made the unexpected announcement that it will ban all political advertising from 
its service.

“This is a good first step,” Cicilline tweeted. “Your move, Google/Facebook.”
Zuckerberg’s quick riposte, during Facebook’s quarterly conference call on earnings , was to reaffirm the 

company’s commitment to the value of free speech, including for politicians.
It’s a sharp reversal of fortune for Facebook from the days of the Obama administration, when the 

company was hailed as an exemplar of innovation and an engine of economic growth. Campaign money 
flowed to the Democrats from big tech companies.

At an employees’ town hall at Facebook’s Silicon Valley headquarters in April 2011, President Barack 
Obama said: “My name is Barack Obama and I’m the guy that got Mark to wear a jacket and tie.”

As they removed jackets and ties in unison and rolled up their shirt sleeves, Obama enthused, “Being 
here at Facebook is so exciting for me. You guys are at the cutting edge of what’s happening.”

Iran spins more centrifuges on US Embassy crisis anniversary
By NASSER KARIMI and JON GAMBRELL Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran on Monday broke further away from its collapsing 2015 nuclear deal with world 
powers by announcing it’s doubling the number of advanced centrifuges it operates, calling the decision 
a direct result of President Donald Trump’s withdrawal from the agreement.

The announcement — which also included Iran saying it now has a prototype centrifuge that works 50 
times faster than those allowed under the deal — came as demonstrators across the country marked the 
40th anniversary of the 1979 U.S. Embassy takeover that started a 444-day hostage crisis.

By starting up these advanced centrifuges, Iran further cuts into the one year that experts estimate 
Tehran would need to have enough material for building a nuclear weapon — if it chose to pursue one. 
Iran long has insisted its program is for peaceful purposes, though Western fears about its work led to the 
2015 agreement that saw Tehran limit its enrichment of uranium in exchange for the lifting of economic 
sanctions.

Tehran has gone from producing some 450 grams (1 pound) of low-enriched uranium a day to 5 kilograms 
(11 pounds), said Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran.

Salehi dramatically pushed a button on a keyboard to start a chain of 30 IR-6 centrifuges at Iran’s Natanz 
nuclear facility, where he was being filmed, increasing the number of working centrifuges to 60.

“With the grace of God, I start the gas injection,” the U.S.-trained scientist said.
The nuclear deal limited Iran to using only 5,060 first-generation IR-1 centrifuges to enrich uranium by 

rapidly spinning uranium hexafluoride gas. Salehi also announced that scientists were working on a pro-
totype he called the IR-9, which worked 50-times faster than the IR-1.

As of now, Iran is enriching uranium to 4.5%, in violation of the accord’s limit of 3.67%. Enriched ura-
nium at the 3.67% level is enough for peaceful pursuits but is far below weapons-grade levels of 90%. At 
the 4.5% level, it is enough to help power Iran’s Bushehr reactor, the country’s only nuclear power plant.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani will announce further steps away from the accord sometime soon, 
government spokesman Ali Rabiei separately said Monday, suggesting Salehi’s comments could be followed 
by additional violations of the nuclear deal. An announcement had been expected this week.

Iran has threatened in the past to push enrichment back up to 20%. That would worry nuclear non-
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proliferation experts because 20% is a short technical step away from reaching weapons-grade levels of 
90%. It also has said it could ban inspectors from the United Nations’ nuclear watchdog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency.

The Vienna-based IAEA did not immediately respond to a request for comment Monday on Iran’s an-
nouncement.

Iran broke through its stockpile and enrichment limitations to try to pressure Europe to offer it a new 
deal, more than a year since Trump unilaterally withdrew America from the accord. But so far, European 
nations have been unable to offer Iran a way to help it sell its oil abroad as it faces strict U.S. sanctions.

Meanwhile Monday, demonstrators gathered in front of the former U.S. Embassy in downtown Tehran 
as state television aired footage from other cities across the country making the anniversary.

“Thanks to God, today the revolution’s seedlings have evolved into a fruitful and huge tree that its shadow 
has covered the entire” Middle East, said Gen. Abdolrahim Mousavi, the commander of the Iranian army.

However, this year’s commemoration of the embassy seizure comes as Iran’s regional allies in Iraq and 
Lebanon face widespread protests. The Iranian Consulate in Karbala, Iraq, a holy city for Shiites, saw a 
mob attack it overnight. Three protesters were killed during the attack and 19 were wounded, along with 
seven policemen, Iraqi officials said.

Trump retweeted posts by Saudi-linked media showing the chaos outside the consulate. The violence 
comes after the hard-line Keyhan newspaper in Iran reiterated a call for demonstrators to seize U.S. and 
Saudi diplomatic posts in Iraq in response to the unrest.

The collapse of the nuclear deal coincided with a tense summer of mysterious attacks on oil tankers 
and Saudi oil facilities that the U.S. blamed on Iran. Tehran denied the allegation, though it did seize oil 
tankers and shoot down a U.S. military surveillance drone.

The U.S. has increased its military presence across the Mideast, including basing troops in Saudi Arabia 
for the first time since the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks. Both Saudi Arabia and the neigh-
boring United Arab Emirates are believed to be talking to Tehran through back channels to ease tensions.

___
Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Most ASEAN leaders no-shows in meeting with Trump’s proxy
By JIM GOMEZ and GRANT PECK Associated Press

NONTHABURI, Thailand (AP) — Seven Southeast Asian leaders skipped an important meeting with the 
United States on Monday after President Donald Trump decided not to attend their regional summit in 
Thailand.

Rather than Trump, the U.S. sent recently appointed national security adviser Robert O’Brien to the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations gathering. The move contrasts with other allies of the 10-member 
regional bloc who sent their heads of government.

Only host Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha of Thailand and the prime ministers of Vietnam and Laos 
joined O’Brien and the foreign ministers sent by the other countries.

American officials, fearing a boycott, urged all Southeast Asian heads of state to attend Monday’s summit. 
But ASEAN leaders decided to send only Prayuth as host, the Vietnamese prime minister as host of next 
year’s summit and the leader of Laos, who oversees ASEAN-U.S. relations, a Southeast Asian diplomat 
told The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because of a lack of authority to discuss the issue.

The annual summit allows Southeast Asian leaders to deal as a group with the world’s major powers, 
leveraging their influence in making security and trade arrangements. It has served as an arena of rivalry 
between Beijing and Washington, which both seek to strengthen their clout in a geopolitically important 
region.

Trump’s decision to skip the summit of heads of state and not send Vice President Mike Pence or Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo left a diplomatic vacuum for other global leaders to fill, such as Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and especially Chinese Premier Li Keqiang.
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“My guess is the leaders will attend the meetings when their counterparts are here,” Philippine Finance 

Secretary Carlos Dominguez told reporters. “It’s just a matter of proper balance.”
During the meeting, O’Brien read a letter from Trump, who invited ASEAN leaders to a “special summit” 

in the U.S. early next year.
ASEAN includes Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thai-

land and Vietnam. Together, they comprise a fast-growing regional market of nearly 650 million people.
At their annual gathering, the ASEAN leaders meet in their own summit before meeting separately with 

their counterparts from outside the bloc, including the U.S., China, Japan, Australia and India.
ASEAN leaders welcomed what they said was the conclusion of seven years of negotiations for a massive 

free trade deal called the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. Officials, however, said there 
were still final issues to be resolved by the 16 countries involved in the pact before it can be signed early 
next year.

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Le Yucheng said 15 countries involved in the negotiations could completely 
sort out some remaining issues by year’s end and were ready to sign RCEP next year. India is welcome 
to get on board when it’s ready, he said.

India has expressed concerns that its markets could be flooded with Chinese goods under the deal.
RCEP, which does not include the U.S., aims to level trade barriers between ASEAN members and six 

other countries in a bloc encompassing roughly a third of all global trade.
ASEAN also reported progress in negotiations to craft a so-called “code of conduct” with China that aims 

to prevent armed confrontations in the disputed South China Sea.
Four ASEAN states — Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam — along with China and Taiwan, 

have longstanding territorial conflicts in the sea, a key waterway for global commerce. Dwarfed by China’s 
military, rival claimant states have looked to the U.S. for a counterweight.

During the meeting with his ASEAN counterparts, O’Brien made a swipe at China, saying Beijing was 
using intimidation to try to stop ASEAN nations from exploiting their offshore resources, blocking access 
to $2.5 trillion in oil and gas reserves alone.

“These tactics go against the rules of respect, fairness and international law,” he said.
“The region has no interest in a new imperial era where a big country can rule others on the theory that 

might makes right. America is helping our ASEAN friends uphold their sovereignty,” he said.
China has long warned Washington not to interfere in territorial disputes it regards as a purely Asian 

issue. It opposes naval and aerial patrols by the U.S. and its allies in the disputed waters, but American 
forces have maintained their presence and continued “freedom of navigation” sail-bys designed to chal-
lenge China’s vast territorial claims.

Le, the Chinese envoy, said he was confident that a regional code that China is negotiating with ASEAN 
states could be concluded in three years. Responding to a question about O’Brien’s comments, he said, 
“Regretfully, while the tree desires tranquility, the wind keeps blowing. Some non-regional countries have 
done everything to make trouble and raise tensions. They want to impose their will on our countries,” he 
told reporters.

In addition to national security adviser O’Brien, U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross also traveled to 
Bangkok with a trade mission that is touring the region.

Despite the apparent downgrading of the ASEAN gathering by Trump, U.S. businesses and governments 
were seeking to emphasize the American commitment to the region with a privately led conference at-
tended by about 1,000 business and government officials.

“The Trump administration is extremely engaged in and fully committed to this region,” Ross told the 
meeting.

___
Associated Press journalists Kiko Rosario, Jerry Harmer, Elaine Kurtenbach and Johnson Lai contributed 

to this report.
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Democrats prepare for open hearings, seek Bolton testimony

WASHINGTON (AP) — For only the fourth time in U.S. history, the House of Representatives has started 
a presidential impeachment inquiry . House committees are trying to determine whether President Donald 
Trump violated his oath of office by asking Ukraine to investigate political rival Joe Biden and his family 
and to investigate the country’s involvement in the 2016 U.S. presidential election.

A quick summary of the latest news and what’s to come:
MOVING INTO PUBLIC VIEW
The chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, Rep. Adam Schiff, told The Associated Press on Friday 

that the three committees leading the impeachment investigation plan to begin releasing transcripts of 
closed-door interviews as soon as early this week. The committees have interviewed current and former 
officials from the State Department and White House who have expressed concerns about Trump’s efforts 
to urge Ukraine to investigate Biden and his family.

California Rep. Jackie Speier, a Democratic member of the Intelligence Committee, told CBS’ “Face the 
Nation” on Sunday that she expects one more week of closed-door interviews before committees move 
into open hearings. It’s so far unclear who will be asked to testify or how many hearings will be held. 
Leaders of the investigation say the hearings will be crucial to explain their inquiry to the American people.

Schiff, D-Calif. said he hopes the testimony will eventually show “what the president did, why his mis-
conduct is so serious” and how the “machinery of government” was pressed to help Trump influence the 
2020 election.

___
THE WHISTLEBLOWER
A lawyer for the whistleblower who raised alarms about Trump’s dealings with Ukraine says his client 

has offered to answer written questions submitted by House Republicans.
The surprise offer was made to Rep. Devin Nunes, the top Republican on the House Intelligence Com-

mittee. It would allow Republicans to ask questions of the whistleblower, who spurred the Democratic-led 
impeachment inquiry, without having to go through Schiff.

Attorney Mark Zaid tweeted Sunday that the whistleblower would answer questions directly from Re-
publican members “in writing, under oath & penalty of perjury,” part of a bid to stem escalating efforts 
by Trump and his GOP allies to unmask the person’s identity. Only queries seeking the person’s identity 
won’t be answered, he said.

Nunes hasn’t commented on the proposal. Rep. Jim Jordan, an Ohio Republican and member of the 
House Judiciary Committee who has been highly critical of the impeachment process, said in a statement 
that written answers wouldn’t be sufficient to probe and cross-examine the whistleblower.

The whistleblower raised concerns about Trump’s July 25 call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy, in which he pressed Zelenskiy to investigate Trump’s political rivals.

___
MORE BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
As they prepare to go public, impeachment investigators are continuing to schedule private depositions. 

Democrats have called in 11 witnesses this week, including Energy Secretary Rick Perry and former national 
security adviser John Bolton. It’s unclear whether any of them will come to Capitol Hill.

Perry is the first member of Trump’s Cabinet asked to appear before the House. His testimony is scheduled 
for Wednesday, according to an official working on the impeachment inquiry who spoke wasn’t authorized 
to publicly discuss the planning and spoke on condition of anonymity.

Energy Department spokeswoman Shaylyn Hynes indicated Friday that Perry would not appear for the 
closed-door hearing but would consider testifying in a public session.

On Bolton, Schiff said he “has very important information about the president’s misconduct that the 
American people should hear.” Other witnesses in the inquiry have described Bolton’s concerns as Trump 
urged the Ukrainian investigations.

The committees have invited Bolton to appear Thursday but not issued a subpoena for his testimony. 
Trump says he’s not going to insist that Bolton not testify. Bolton’s lawyer has said he will not appear 
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without a subpoena.

“It’s up to him and it’s up to the lawyers,” Trump told reporters.
The committees also have scheduled and subpoenaed other witnesses from the White House and State 

Department. They include David Hale, an undersecretary at the State Department who has been men-
tioned in previous testimony.

Key witnesses last week included Alexander Vindman and Tim Morrison of the National Security Council. 
Morrison, who stepped down the day before his testimony, confirmed that military aid to Ukraine was held 
up by Trump’s demands for the investigations. But Morrison testified that there was nothing illegal, in his 
view, about the quid pro quo at the center of the impeachment inquiry.

Vindman testified that he had raised concerns about Trump’s pleas.
___
COURT BATTLES
Democrats are also fighting impeachment battles in court, though they have indicated that they don’t 

want to delay the investigation as those cases proceed.
One witness called by Democrats, former National Security Council deputy Charles Kupperman, has 

asked a judge to decide whether he must appear before Congress. Trump has said his administration will 
not cooperate, and Kupperman has said he is caught between the two.

Kupperman’s lawyer, Charles Cooper, is also Bolton’s lawyer. He said Bolton could be added to the case.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press undefined

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. WHAT THE WHISTLEBLOWER IN UKRAINE SCANDAL IS WILLING TO DO
The person has offered to answer written questions submitted by House Republicans, the person’s 

lawyer says.
2. WHERE LEAD IN WATER IS WORSE THAN FLINT
Some Canadians are being exposed to dangerous levels of lead in their drinking water, in some cities 

at higher levels than Flint, Michigan, according to an investigation by a consortium of news organizations, 
including The Associated Press.

3. IRAN MARKS 1979 TAKEOVER OF US EMBASSY WITH NUKE ANNOUNCEMENT
The head of Iran’s nuclear program says Tehran is now operating 60 IR-6 advanced centrifuges in viola-

tion of its atomic deal with world powers. The comments came as Iranians mark the 40th anniversary of 
the start of the 444-day hostage crisis.

4. WHOSE TESTIMONY ARE DEMOCRATS SEEKING IN IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY
Democrats have called in 11 witnesses, including Energy Secretary Rick Perry and former national security 

adviser John Bolton. It’s unclear whether any of them will come to Capitol Hill.
5. PRESIDENT INVITES ASEAN LEADERS TO ‘SPECIAL SUMMIT’
Trump was a no-show to the ongoing annual summit in Thailand but offers to host the Southeast Asian 

leaders in the United States early next year.
6. EAST-WEST DIVIDE REMAINS IN GERMANY
The economy is growing and unemployment is down, but many people in the former East Germany still 

feel like second-class citizens 30 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
7. TRUMP CAN BEGIN TO PULL US FROM PARIS CLIMATE DEAL
The withdrawal process, after a mandatory three-year wait to leave, can begin Monday but will take a 

year to complete.
8. THIS SOCIAL MEDIA CEO IS ON THE OUTS WITH DEMOCRATS
Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg is facing hostility for the company’s conduct and refusal to fact-check politi-

cal ads and remove false ones.
9. WHAT CAUSED MCDONALD’S CEO TO STEP DOWN
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Former president and CEO Steve Easterbrook violated company policy by engaging in a consensual 

relationship with an employee.
10. BALTIMORE ENDS NEW ENGLAND’S WINNING STREAK
Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson beat the NFL’s stingiest defense, accounting for three touchdowns 

and directing a dominant running game in a 37-20 victory.

1 Year Out: A divided nation lurches toward 2020 election
By JULIE PACE AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON (AP) — One year from now, voters will decide whether to grant President Donald Trump 
a second term in office, an election that will be a referendum on Trump’s vision for America’s culture and 
role in the world.

Much is unknown about how the United States and its politics will look on Nov. 3, 2020.
Who will Trump’s opponent be? How will Democrats resolve the ideological, generational and demo-

graphic questions roiling their primary? Will a strong economy shore up Trump’s support or will recession 
warning signs turn into a reality? Will Trump face voters as just the third American president to have been 
impeached by the House of Representatives?

This much seems certain: The nation will plunge into the election as deeply divided as it has been 
politically in more than half a century, when cities were in flames with protests over war and civil rights.

“It seems like Republicans and Democrats are intractable,” said Mark Updegrove, a presidential historian 
and chairman of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation. “They are both adhering to their own versions 
of reality, whether they’re based in truth or not.”

The political divisions today reflect societal and economic schisms between more rural, largely white 
communities where the economy depends on industries being depleted by outsourcing and automation, 
and more urban, racially diverse areas dominated by a service economy and where technology booms 
are increasing wealth.

Many of those divisions existed before Trump, but his presidency has exacerbated them. Trump has 
panned his political opponents as “human scum,” while Democrats view his vision for America’s future as 
anathema to the nation’s founding values.

Indeed, no president in the history of public opinion polling has faced such deep and consistent partisan 
polarization.

Polling conducted by Gallup shows that an average of 86% of Republicans have approved of Trump 
over the course of his time in office, and no less than 79% have approved in any individual poll. That’s 
compared with just 7% of Democrats who have approved on average, including no more than 12% in 
any individual poll.

One thing that does unite the parties: voters’ widespread interest in the presidential campaign, even at 
this early phase. A poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows 82% 
of Democrats and 74% of Republicans are already interested in the election.

To win, Trump’s campaign needs to recreate the enthusiasm among his core supporters, a task that 
isn’t always easy for an incumbent burdened with a four-year record in office. But Trump is already lean-
ing hard into the strict immigration policies that enlivened his supporters in 2016, while trying to convince 
more skeptical Republicans that Democrats are moving so far left as to be outside of the mainstream.

Rather than trying to persuade independents and moderate Democrats to switch their allegiances, the 
Trump campaign also believes it has better prospects in identifying Trump fans who didn’t show up in 
2016 and mobilizing them to vote.

Trump’s case for reelection may hinge on the state of the economy, which continues to grow. The un-
employment rate is also near a five-decade low of 3.6% and the stock market keeps reaching new highs.

“At the end of the day, people care about their pocket books and how they’re doing and I think he can 
clearly point to life being better off,” said Jason Chaffetz, a former Republican congressman from Utah. 
But he added, “Any precipitous drop would hurt the president.”
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A full picture of the economy does hold some warning signs for Trump at the one-year mark to Election 

Day.
The president delivered a massive tax cut in 2017, yet it lacked the rocket-like thrust to push growth 

above the 3% that Trump promised. Job growth has been solid, yet parts of the industrial Midwest this 
year have shed the factory jobs that he promised to create.

Consumers are helped by the slight inflation and low interest rates, but housing costs and student debt 
have sabotaged some American’s hopes for middle-class prosperity. The China trade war inflamed by 
Trump has shown to his voters his willingness to fight for them, yet it has led to a decline in the type of 
business investment that fuels growth.

That is the story of the American economy Democrats want to tell over the next year. But the party is 
still struggling to figure out its own message to voters beyond contempt for Trump, the one sure thing 
that unites Democratic voters.

With just three months until primary-season voting begins, the top tier of candidates reflects the party’s 
uncertainty over its own identity.

Former Vice President Joe Biden promotes his decades of experience and running as an unabashed 
moderate willing to work across the political aisle. Sens. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts and Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont are pushing for sweeping liberal change.

With all three of those candidates in their 70s, Pete Buttigieg, the 37-year-old mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, is running a surprisingly successful campaign on a call for generational change.

“I didn’t just come here to end the era of Donald Trump. I am here to launch the era that must come 
next,” Buttigieg said Friday during a Democratic Party dinner in Iowa.

The biggest known unknown for both parties may be how the ongoing impeachment proceedings will 
be viewed by Americans one year from now.

Testimony from a litany of administration officials has validated an anonymous whistleblower complaint 
that raised concerns about Trump’s dealings with Ukraine. A rough transcript that the White House itself 
released showed Trump asked Ukraine’s president to look into baseless corruption allegations against 
Biden and his son Hunter.

But like the broader contours of American politics, the impeachment proceedings are so far breaking 
along partisan lines. A vote last week on the rules for the impeachment process passed with support from 
all but two Democrats. Every Republican voted no.

Those numbers would still put Democrats in position to impeach Trump in the House, though acquittal 
in the Republican-controlled Senate looks all but certain. Still, it would leave Trump as the first president 
facing reelection after impeachment.

Updegrove, the presidential historian, said the question a year from now will be whether that matters.
“If not, what will matter to the American people as a whole?” he asked. “Is there anything?”
___
AP Director of Public Opinion Research Emily Swanson and Associated Press writers Josh Boak in Wash-

ington and Thomas Beaumont in Des Moines, Iowa, contributed to this report.
___
Follow Julie Pace at http://twitter.com/jpaceDC

2020 Watch: The questions that will define the week ahead
By STEVE PEOPLES AP National Political Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Presidential politics move fast. Here’s what we’re watching heading into a new week 
on the 2020 campaign:

Days to Iowa caucuses: 91
Days to general election: 365
THE NARRATIVE:
A new, turbulent phase of the Democratic primary has begun after Beto O’Rourke’s sudden decision to 
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leave the race and Kamala Harris’ move to shutter her New Hampshire campaign. It’s the truth hour for 
candidates not named Joe Biden, Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders and Pete Buttigieg. Under increasing 
political and financial pressure to make a move, more lower-tier candidates will be forced to shake up their 
staff or strategy or call it quits.

THE BIG QUESTIONS:
Can Biden step up in the early states?
National polls are easy to talk about, but, unfortunately for Biden, they have little bearing on how presi-

dential nominees are chosen. While Biden continues to lead many nationwide surveys, the former vice 
president has finished no better than third in the two most recent Iowa and New Hampshire polls. While 
many voters have yet to make firm decisions, that’s not where Biden wants to be three months out from 
Iowa, and his increasingly aggressive posture with Warren in particular reflects growing concern from his 
campaign. The establishment favorite needs to find a way to strengthen his standing in the early states 
soon or find an unconventional path to the nomination.

How does Warren sell her health care payment plan?
The Massachusetts senator answered the biggest policy question of her campaign late last week by 

unveiling a detailed proposal to spend $20 trillion over 10 years to fund her single-payer health care plan. 
Predictably, rivals in both major political parties pounced. She’s now tasked finding a message in the lon-
ger term that will satisfy liberals and skeptical moderates. After drawing mixed reviews for sidestepping 
related questions in the last debate, she’s only just beginning to confront a key issue underlying broader 
concerns that she may be too far left to win the general election.

Does the suburban slide for Donald Trump’s GOP hit bottom in Virginia?
He is not on the ballot on Tuesday, but the modern-day Republican Party’s standing in America’s sub-

urbs certainly is as voters across Virginia decide the balance of power in their state legislature. Thanks to 
Trump’s weak standing with more educated and affluent suburban voters, Democrats have a real chance 
of taking control of both state house chambers for the first time in more than two decades.

Does AOC’s star shine bright enough to help Bernie overcome health concerns?
One of the Democratic Party’s brightest young stars, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, will make multiple cam-

paign appearances alongside Sanders late this week in Iowa. This comes just a month after the 78-year-
old Vermont senator suffered a heart attack that raised new concerns about his age and health. And it 
offers a powerful reminder that Sanders remains a political force in 2020, even if he’s viewed skeptically 
by the political establishment. Can Ocasio-Cortez give Sanders the kind of bump on the ground in Iowa 
he needs? It’s a heavy lift.

Will things get more difficult for Buttigieg?
Buttigieg, the feel-good story of 2020, is rising, but he’s largely escaped the kind of scrutiny that typi-

cally follows top-tier presidential candidates. That may be about to change. The 37-year-old South Bend, 
Indiana, mayor last week suggested Iowa has essentially become a two-person race between himself 
and Warren. New polling suggests he belongs in the top-tier conversation, even if Iowa is far from a two-
person race. Still, the novelty of a fresh-faced midwestern Rhodes scholar with a hard-to-pronounce name 
can only go so far.

THE FINAL THOUGHT:
The big questions above underscore a stark reality: With the Iowa caucuses rapidly approaching, un-

certainty and anxiety is rising among most Democratic primary voters who are far from settled on their 
final pick. Why? Each of the top-tier candidates is making little progress in addressing glaring political 
vulnerabilities that threaten their presidential ambitions.

In Berlin, quirky reminders linger from East-West divide
By FRANK JORDANS Associated Press

BERLIN (AP) — Thirty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the German capital — divided for decades 
by bricks and barbed wire — has slowly grown back together. Few visible scars remain other than those 
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intentionally left in place to remind Berliners and tourists of the brutal border that claimed the lives of 
scores of East Germans trying to flee the communist country.

But those who look closely will spot other signs that the city was once split in half: from stoplights to 
manhole covers, the differences that marked East and West Berlin have survived into the new century, 
some visible even from space:

LITTLE GREEN MEN
Like many products of the east, the Ampelmaennchen — literally the “little traffic light man” — was 

nearly discarded after the fall of the wall in 1989. The slightly portly green figure with a wide-brimmed hat 
who told East Germans when they could cross the street faced strong competition from his taller, more 
sober counterpart in the West.

But a mixture of nostalgia and common sense prevailed.
“Ampelmaennchen is considerably brighter,” said Derk Ehlert, a spokesman for Berlin’s transportation 

department. In 2004, the city decided to use only the eastern version and now almost two-thirds of 
pedestrian traffic lights in Berlin feature the jolly-looking character purposely walking when it’s green, 
or arms outstretched when it’s red. He’s also a tourist favorite, showing up on tote bags, keychains and 
even in gummy candy form.

___
TRAMS TO THE EAST
Berlin’s complex public transport system — composed of buses, subway trains, commuter railways and 

trams — was strictly divided between East and West until reunification. One form of transport that van-
ished completely from West Berlin was the streetcar system.

Tram-spotters nowadays will catch a few outside the former East Berlin. Over the past 30 years, a few 
lines have been tentatively extended into the West. But by and large, trams remain firmly part of life in 
the east of the city.

___
BRIDGING THE DIVIDE
During the Cold War, the Glienicke Bridge connecting West Berlin to Potsdam in East Germany was 

famously used as a site for exchanging captured foreign agents. That earned it the nickname “Bridge 
of Spies” — as seen in the 2015 Tom Hanks film of the same name focused on the exchange of U.S. Air 
Force pilot Francis Gary Powers for a KGB spy.

Since the two opposing sides couldn’t agree to work together when the bridge required repairs, each 
conducted them separately. The paint was applied differently and faded un-uniformly, and the two shades 
of green meeting at the middle of the bridge are still clearly visible today.

___
COLD HARD CASH
The East’s ailing economy was expected to converge with that of the capitalist West after a period of 

transition, but numerous differences remain. Even people who only joined the workforce after German 
reunification in 1990 will find their pensions adjusted depending on which side of the now-nonexistent 
wall they worked on. Employees on the same street may get different amounts based on the invisible line 
that exists to this day.

___
METAL PLATES
Aficionados of industrial design should keep their eyes on the road. A wide variety of manhole covers 

exist in Berlin, with some motifs so fetching that entrepreneurs have taken to selling T-shirts featuring 
them. Among the more unusual ones are those surviving from communist times, when Volkseigene Be-
triebe — or Publicly Owned Enterprises — manufactured manhole covers for East German streets. While 
the East German designs will eventually be replaced because they don’t conform to new standards, Ehlert 
says there’s an ample supply in storage for now.

___
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CONCRETE JUNGLE
Many buildings in Berlin had become uninhabitable due to the destruction of World War II. Instead of 

attempting to rebuild the old buildings, the new communist leadership in the East decided to create vast 
housing projects on the edge of the city using prefabricated concrete slabs that were cheap to produce 
and assemble. While these so-called Plattenbauten exist in the West of the city, too, they remain most 
distinctive of the East.

___
MIGRANT MIX
Turkish greengrocers are most likely to be found in the former West Berlin, while Vietnamese stores are 

a hallmark of the East. Each side attracted different groups of migrants after World War II, drawn from 
their respective sides of the Iron Curtain — NATO member Turkey for the West and communist Vietnam 
for the East. Their descendants remain largely aligned with the pre-1990 divide, according to census 
figures, though easterners have firmly embraced the doener kebab — allegedly invented in Berlin by a 
Turkish immigrant.

___
NIGHT LIGHTS
One difference between East and West requires a birds-eye perspective and a clear night sky: Seen 

from above, street lights in the former East Berlin appear slightly more orange while those in the western 
part of the city are a harsher yellow.

Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield remarked on the imprint left by the wall in 2013, and a more recent 
picture taken by Russian cosmonaut Oleg Novitsky also shows the divide.

According to transport spokesman Ehlert, the difference has less to do with the type of lights used than 
with the fittings and shades.

Berlin’s street lights also hail from other epochs, like the still-in-use gas lanterns that date to the early 
20th century or before, and those designed by Adolf Hitler’s architect Albert Speer as part of the dictator’s 
never-realized plan for a rebuild of Berlin according to a Nazi vision to be the capital of his new empire 
and renamed “Germania.”

___
Follow AP’s full coverage of the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall at https://www.apnews.

com/FalloftheBerlinWall

Investigation: Lead in some Canadian water worse than Flint
By MARTHA MENDOZA Associated Press

MONTREAL (AP) — Hundreds of thousands of Canadians have been unwittingly exposed to high levels 
of lead in their drinking water, with contamination in several cities consistently higher than they ever were 
in Flint, Michigan, according to an investigation that tested drinking water in hundreds of homes and re-
viewed thousands more previously undisclosed results.

Residents in some homes in Montreal, a cosmopolitan city an hour north of the U.S.-Canada border, and 
Regina, in the flat western prairies, are among those drinking and cooking with tap water with lead levels 
that exceed Canada’s federal guidelines. The investigation found some schools and daycares had lead 
levels so high that researchers noted it could impact children’s health. Exacerbating the problem, many 
water providers aren’t testing at all.

It wasn’t the Canadian government that exposed the scope of this public health concern.
A yearlong investigation by more than 120 journalists from nine universities and 10 media organizations, 

including The Associated Press and the Institute for Investigative Journalism at Concordia University in 
Montreal, collected test results that properly measure exposure to lead in 11 cities across Canada. Out of 
12,000 tests since 2014, one-third — 33% — exceeded the national safety guideline of 5 parts per billion; 
18% exceeded the U.S. limit of 15 ppb.

In a country that touts its clean, natural turquoise lakes, sparkling springs and rushing rivers, there are 
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no national mandates to test drinking water for lead. And even if agencies do take a sample, residents 
are rarely informed of contamination.

“I’m surprised,” said Bruce Lanphear, a leading Canadian water safety researcher who studies the impacts 
of lead exposure on fetuses and young children. “These are quite high given the kind of attention that 
has been given to Flint, Michigan, as having such extreme problems. Even when I compare this to some 
of the other hotspots in the United States, like Newark, like Pittsburgh, the levels here are quite high.”

Many Canadians who had allowed journalists to sample their water were troubled when they came back 
with potentially dangerous lead levels. Some private homeowners said they plan to stop drinking from 
the tap.

“It’s a little bit disturbing to see that there’s that much,” said Andrew Keddie, a retired professor who 
assumed his water was clean after replacing pipes years ago at his home in Edmonton, a city of almost 
1 million in western Canada. What he couldn’t do is replace public service lines delivering water to his 
house. After learning his water lead levels tested at 28 ppb, Keddie said he was “concerned enough that 
we won’t be drinking and using this water.”

Sarah Rana, 18, was one of tens of thousands of students who weren’t alerted when her brick high school 
in Oakville, a town on the shores of Lake Ontario, found lead levels above national guidelines in dozens 
of water samples, the highest at 140 ppb. She found out on her own, looking at reports posted online.

“I was getting poisoned for four years and did not know about it,” she said. “As a student, I think I 
should be told.”

Leona Peterson learned of the contamination in her water after journalists found excessively high lead 
levels in 21 of 25 homes tested in her small, northwest port town of Prince Rupert. Peterson, who lives in 
subsidized housing for Indigenous people, had water that registered at 15.6 ppb.

“I was drinking from the tap, directly from the tap, without any knowledge that there was lead in the 
water,” said Peterson. Her son was as well. Her response: “Hurt, real hurt.”

The town of Prince Rupert, where whales, grizzly bears and bald eagles are common sights, is among 
more than a dozen communities along Canada’s wild west coast where residents — many Indigenous — are 
living in homes with aging pipes, drinking corrosive rainwater that is likely to draw lead. But their province 
of British Columbia doesn’t require municipalities to test tap water for lead.

Canadian officials where levels were high said they were aware that lead pipes can contaminate drinking 
water and that they were working to replace aging infrastructure.

And some localities are taking action. Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante vowed to test 100,000 homes for 
lead and speed up replacement of lead-lined pipes immediately after journalists sent her an analysis of 
the city’s internal data revealing high lead levels across the city.

The media consortium filed more than 700 Freedom of Information requests and took hundreds of 
samples in people’s homes to collect more than 79,000 water test results. But the findings are neither 
comprehensive nor an indication of overall drinking water quality in Canada. That doesn’t exist.

“Because there is no federal oversight, everybody does what they want,” said engineering professor 
Michèle Prévost, who quit working on a government study of school drinking water in frustration over the 
lack of lead testing. “Most provinces ignore this very serious problem.”

The government’s approach to limiting lead in drinking water in Canada is starkly different from the U.S., 
where the Environmental Protection Agency sets legal standards under the federal Safe Drinking Water 
Act, and every person is supposed to receive an annual Consumer Confidence Report from their water 
provider by July 1 detailing lead test results.

There’s no similar, routine testing or notice in Canada, with the exception of the 14 million-person prov-
ince of Ontario, bordering the U.S. and the Great Lakes, which post results online.

“If that’s not public, that’s a problem,” said Tom Neltner, a chemical engineer at the Environmental Defense 
Fund, a U.S.-based environmental group. “The public is more sensitive to the risks of lead, especially on 
children’s development. Where you have transparency you have advocacy, and where you have advocacy 
you have action.”

In the U.S., however, even public water quality reports weren’t enough to prevent the Flint, Michigan, 
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drinking water crisis, brought on by a 2014 decision to temporarily pull water from a river as a cost saver 
while installing new pipelines. Some doctors raised concerns in Flint after noticing elevated lead levels in 
children’s blood tests. Flint’s water problems went well beyond lead: Excessive microbes turned the water 
reddish brown and led to a Legionnaires’ disease outbreak that caused at least 12 deaths and sickened 
more than 90 people.

The Flint crisis sparked congressional hearings, lawsuits and scrutiny of lead testing across the country. 
Now officials in Newark, New Jersey, are scrambling to replace about 18,000 lead lines after repeated 
tests found elevated lead levels in drinking water.

Other communities are also responding. Nearly 30 million people in the U.S. were supplied drinking water 
that had excessively high levels of lead, from Portland, Oregon to Providence, Rhode Island between 2015 
and 2018, according to an analysis of EPA data by the Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental 
group. Hundreds of people in the U.S. are suing local water authorities over the contamination.

Virginia Tech professor Marc Edwards, whose study of the Flint water system helped reveal the danger-
ous lead levels, reviewed the Canadian media consortium’s findings.

“This is a significant health concern, people should be warned,” said Edwards. “Something should be done.”
In Canada, where lawsuits are less frequent and provinces — not the federal government — set water 

safety rules, the main source of lead in drinking water is antiquated pipes. At one government hearing, 
an expert estimated some 500,000 lead service lines are still delivering water to people in the country.

Some cities, like Montreal, are already working to replace them, tearing up streets and sidewalks with 
massive and expensive construction. But homeowners are almost always responsible for paying the cost 
of replacing the section of pipe between their property lines to their homes, a cost that can range from 
about $3,000 to $15,000, according to provincial studies.

Several other short-term solutions include having suppliers add anti-corrosives or altering water chemis-
try so it’s less likely to leach lead from the insides of pipes as it heads for the tap. These are widely used 
and often mandatory in the U.S., but in Canada only the province of Ontario requires anti-corrosives in 
communities with older buildings and sewerage.

Studies have documented over years that even low levels of lead exposure can affect a child’s IQ and 
their ability to pay attention. Children who are younger than 7 and pregnant women are most at risk from 
lead exposure, which can damage brains and kidneys.

Yet the consortium’s investigation found daycares and schools are not tested regularly. And when they 
are tested, those results are also not public.

Documents obtained under the Freedom of Information laws included a 2017 pilot study of tap water at 
150 daycares in the picturesque, lake-laden province of Alberta. It showed 18 had lead levels in drinking 
water at or above 5 ppb, which the researchers considered risky for the infants and toddlers. The highest 
was 35.5 ppb.

Canada is one of the only developed countries in the world that does not have a nationwide drinking wa-
ter standard. Even countries that struggle to provide safe drinking water have established acceptable lead 
levels: India’s is 10 ppb, Mexico and Egypt’s are 5 ppb, according to those country’s government websites.

Joe Cotruvo, a D.C.-based environmental and public health consultant active in the World Health Orga-
nization’s work on drinking water guidelines, hadn’t realized that some provinces in Canada don’t routinely 
test tap water for lead.

“Really? No kidding,” he said. “In the U.S., if there is a federal regulation, states are required to implicate 
it. If they don’t, they’re functioning illegally.”

Drinking water testing and treatment methods are also inconsistent in Canada.
In the U.S., in-home tests are taken first thing in the morning, after water has stagnated in pipes for at 

least six hours. This provides a worst-case scenario, because after water runs through pipes for a while, 
lead levels often decline.

In Canada, provinces have set their own rules, which range from not testing at all, to requiring a sample 
to stagnate before testing. Few are treating the drinking water itself to lower lead levels.

Maura Allaire, an assistant professor of water economics and policy at University of California, Irvine, was 
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surprised Canada’s major water suppliers aren’t routinely required to add anti-corrosives to drinking water.

“Yikes, I could imagine in older cities if they’re not doing corrosion control what can happen when acidic 
water touches lead pipes in homes,” she said.

She recommends Canadian officials start to address the problem by collecting better information.
“Once you have better information, there can be targeted efforts, to really try to prevent corrosion,” she 

said. “The big discussion in the U.S. among politicians is to replace the pipes, but that takes time and is 
costly. If there’s lead in the water, you’ve got a public health problem that needs to be dealt with now.”

McDonald’s CEO pushed out after relationship with employee
By CATHY BUSSEWITZ and DEE-ANN DURBIN AP Business Writers

NEW YORK (AP) — McDonald’s chief executive officer has been pushed out of the company after violating 
company policy by engaging in a consensual relationship with an employee, the corporation said Sunday.

The fast food giant said former president and CEO Steve Easterbrook demonstrated poor judgment, and 
that McDonald’s forbids managers from having romantic relationships with direct or indirect subordinates.

In an email to employees, Easterbrook acknowledged he had a relationship with an employee and said 
it was a mistake.

“Given the values of the company, I agree with the board that it is time for me to move on,” Easterbrook 
said in the email.

McDonald’s board of directors voted on Easterbrook’s departure Friday after conducting a thorough 
review. Details of Easterbrook’s separation package will be released Monday in a federal filing, according 
to a company spokesman. He will also be leaving the company’s board. Easterbrook was CEO since 2015.

McDonald’s would not provide details about the employee with whom Easterbrook was involved, and an 
attorney for Easterbrook declined to answer questions.

The board of directors named Chris Kempczinski, who recently served as president of McDonald’s USA, 
as its new president and CEO.

Two weeks ago, McDonald’s reported a 2% drop in net income for the third quarter as it spent heavily 
on store remodeling and expanded delivery service. The company’s share price has dropped 7.5% since, 
though it’s still up 9.2% for the year. The burger chain also has been plagued by declining restaurant traffic.

The leadership transition is unrelated to the company’s operational or financial performance, the com-
pany said in a news release.

McDonald’s decision to act may be a sign of progress on workplace issues that have come to light in the 
#MeToo era, said Carl Tobias, a law professor at the University of Richmond.

“Other companies don’t always act on that kind of information or fire their CEO for that, and so it seems 
like they trying to enforce a pretty strict policy in this situation,” Tobias said.

Among other challenges at its restaurants, McDonald’s has faced workplace harassment charges. In May, 
McDonald’s said it was enhancing training and offering a new hotline for workers after a labor group filed 
dozens of sexual harassment charges against the company.

Fight for $15, the group which filed the charges, said McDonald’s response to its sexual harassment com-
plaints has been inadequate, and “the company needs to be completely transparent about Easterbrook’s 
firing and any other executive departures related to these issues.”

Kempczinski joined McDonald’s in 2015. He was responsible for approximately 14,000 McDonald’s restau-
rants in the U.S. He was instrumental in the development of McDonald’s strategic plan and oversaw the 
most comprehensive transformation of the U.S. business in McDonald’s history, said Enrique Hernandez, 
chairman of McDonald’s board, in a statement.

Kempczinski described Easterbrook as a mentor.
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AP COVERED IT: Iran students seize US Embassy in Tehran

By The Associated Press undefined
EDITOR’S NOTE: On Nov. 4, 1979, Iranian students overran guards to take over the U.S. Embassy in 

Tehran, starting a 444-day hostage crisis that transfixed America.
After a three-hour struggle, the students took hostages, including 62 Americans, and demanded the 

extradition of the deposed Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who was receiving medical treatment in the 
United States for the cancer that ultimately would kill him. Some hostages would later be released amid 
the crisis, but it would take over a year for all to be freed.

On the day of the takeover, The Associated Press actually had no presence in Iran. Two months earlier, 
Iranian authorities had shut down the AP’s bureau in Tehran, throwing out four foreign correspondents 
for the cooperative over its reporting of a Kurdish uprising in western Iran. Two Iranian staffers for the 
AP were ordered to stop working for the agency.

The AP story shows how the agency adapted, relying on bureaus around the world to monitor broad-
casts and make calls, including its Middle East headquarters, which at the time was in Nicosia, Cyprus.

Iranian authorities ultimately relented and allowed the AP to resume its news operations. But by Janu-
ary 1980, Iran threw out the AP and all American journalists. The AP ultimately would return to Iran and 
re-establish a presence in 1995 and later a bureau that it still operates there today.

Now, 40 years later, the AP is making its story and photos of the U.S. Embassy takeover available. The 
story has been edited for typographical errors, but maintains the AP style of the day.

___
A mob of Iranian students overran U.S. Marine guards in a three-hour struggle Sunday and invaded the 

American Embassy in Tehran, seizing dozens of staff members as hostages, Tehran Radio reported. They 
demanded that the United States send the exiled shah back to Iran for trial, the radio said.

No serious injuries were reported. Tehran Radio said as many as 100 hostages were being held, but 
an Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman said he believed it was fewer than 45 — about 35 Americans and 
seven or eight Iranians.

The spokesman, reached in Tehran by telephone from New York, said an estimated 200 or 300 students 
were involved.

In Washington, State Department spokesman Jack Touhy said it was estimated 59 persons were being 
held captive and there was no firm evidence the invaders were armed. He said a State Department work-
ing group was set up to monitor the situation and added the U.S. government would have no immediate 
comment on the demand that the shah be returned to Iran.

White House spokesman Alan Raymond reported in Washington that President Carter, spending the 
weekend at the Camp David retreat, was in contact with his national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance and Defense Secretary Harold Brown.

The Tehran Radio broadcasts, monitored in London, said the embassy’s Marine guards hurled tear-gas 
canisters but were unable to hold back the waves of students. None of the broadcasts mentioned any 
weapons besides the tear gas.

Japan’s Kyodo news service reported from Tehran that the invaders called a news conference in the 
embassy compound and a sweater-clad man in his mid-20s told reporters, “We will continue to stay here 
and won’t release any of the hostages until the United States returns the ousted shah, which is what the 
Iranian people want.”

There were reports that the hostages were blindfolded and handcuffed. The Foreign Ministry spokes-
man denied this, saying the embassy takeover was “a very peaceful exercise. They are dealing with them 
very nicely.”

But television film broadcast in some Western countries showed a few hostages in front of an embassy 
building who were blindfolded and either bound or handcuffed.

Asked if the students were armed, the Foreign Ministry spokesman said he had heard no reports that 
they were.



Monday, Nov. 04, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 126 ~ 30 of 51

Groton Daily Independent
He said a Scandinavian ambassador in Tehran would act as a mediator “to try to convince the students 

to get out of the compound.” He reported an Iranian Moslem religious leader also was trying to talk the 
invaders into leaving.

The spokesman, who asked not to be named, said he was unsure of the identities of the two mediators.
The State Department said in Washington the Iranian government had “given assurances that our people 

being held are safe and well.”
Tehran Radio said the Marines and other “mercenaries” — not further identified — were safe in a room 

and “No violent action has been taken against them.”
An official at the British Embassy, reached by phone from London, said it appeared “as though the 

hostages are having to spend the night in the basement. There is no knowing how long they are going 
to be held.”

The Foreign Ministry spokesman said that after the takeover thousands of other Iranians converged 
on the spacious embassy compound, on a major avenue in central Tehran, and milled around outside, 
shouting anti-American slogans.

Just hours after the embassy invasion, seven demonstrators chained themselves inside the Statue of 
Liberty in New York Harbor to protest the ousted Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi’s presence in New York, 
where he is hospitalized for cancer treatment. After 3 1/2 hours authorities cut the chains and took them 
into custody.

Pahlavi went to New York last month on a special medical visa and underwent gallbladder surgery and 
testing. Doctors recommended he stay in the United States for six months to a year for drug treatment 
of his cancer. He fled Iran in January and later took up residence in Mexico.

The Tehran broadcasts, some not clearly received, said the students were motivated by a “message” 
from the leader of Iran’s Islamic revolution, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

The Iranian Embassy in Washington released a statement issued by the Foreign Ministry in Tehran after 
the takeover accusing the United States of engaging in an “imperialist plot” to reinstate the former mon-
arch. Iranian officials have claimed the deposed ruler is faking illness.

“The action taken today by a group of our countrymen reflects the natural feeling of the Iranian nation 
towards the U.S. government’s disregard” of an official Iranian protest of Pahlavi’s presence in New York, 
the statement said.

It said the U.S. government ignored the protest and refused to allow two Iranian doctors living in the 
United States to examine the shah, who could have been treated in Mexico or another country.

“The people of Iran were extremely concerned about any relocation and activities of the shah and ... 
would consider the shah’s illness a pretext for his going to the United States in order to have access to 
better activities against the Islamic revolution in Iran,” the statement said.

State Department spokesman Touhy said the U.S. charge d’affaires in Tehran, Bruce Laingen, and two 
other American officials were at the Foreign Ministry at the time the embassy was seized, and had con-
tacted Iranian Foreign Minister Ibrahim Yazdi. No U.S. ambassador currently is assigned to Tehran.

Touhy said Laingen remained at the ministry, negotiating with officials there, and negotiations were not 
being conducted with the embassy invaders. He said families of U.S. personnel held in the embassy were 
being advised that the hostages had not been harmed. He did not release any names of the Americans.

The State Department had issued a statement earlier, saying Laingen “had been given assurances by 
the Iranian government that it will do its best to resolve the matter satisfactorily. We appreciate the ef-
forts of the Iranian government.”

This was the second time the embassy has been taken over since the revolution. Gunmen believed to be 
renegade revolutionaries invaded the embassy last Feb. 14, killing one Iranian and taking 101 hostages, 
including Ambassador William Sullivan and 19 Marine guards. Pro-Khomeini forces drove the insurgents 
from the badly damaged compound after 3 1/2 hours.

A Baghdad Radio broadcast reported that Iraq had lodged a strong protest with Iran over what was 
described as an attack on the Iraqi Embassy in Tehran Saturday and the abduction of four persons. The 
Khomeini regime accuses Iraq of aiding autonomy-seeking minorities in Iran.
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All evacuations lifted for Southern California wildfire

By CHRISTOPHER WEBER Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Authorities lifted all evacuation orders as firefighters made progress Sunday on a 

large blaze that sent thousands fleeing homes and farms northwest of Los Angeles.
Crews working in steep terrain were tamping down hotspots and keeping an eye on lingering gusts in 

mountain areas that could carry embers, said Ventura County Fire Capt. Steve Kaufmann.
“I’d say we’re cautiously optimistic,” Kaufmann said, citing calmer winds overall and rising humidity levels.
Firefighters have contained 70% of the blaze, which has burned nearly 15 square miles (39 sq. kilome-

ters) of dry brush and timber. Three buildings were destroyed.
More than 11,000 people evacuated after the flames spread Oct. 31 during dry winds that fanned fires 

across the state this fall.
In his first recent comments on the California fires, President Donald Trump threatened to cut U.S. aid 

funding to the state.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom has done a “terrible job of forest management,” Trump tweeted. When 

fires rage, the governor comes to the federal government for help. “No more,” the president tweeted.
Newsom replied with a tweet of his own: “You don’t believe in climate change. You are excused from 

this conversation.”
California has increased fire prevention investments and fuel management projects in recent years while 

federal funding has shrunk, the governor’s office said in a statement.
“We’re successfully waging war against thousands of fires started across the state in the last few weeks 

due to extreme weather created by climate change while Trump is conducting a full on assault against 
the antidotes,” Newsom said.

The state controls just 3% of forest land in California, while the federal government owns 57%, accord-
ing to numbers provided by the Newsom’s office.  About 40% of the state’s forest are privately owned. 
Neither of the two major fires currently burning are on forest land.

Last year Trump made a similar threat as wildfires devastated Malibu and Paradise, California — accusing 
the state of “gross mismanagement” of forests.

At the time Newsom defended California’s wildfire prevention efforts while criticizing the federal govern-
ment for not doing enough to help protect the state.

In Northern California, more people returned to areas evacuated from a huge fire that burned for days 
in the Sonoma County wine country.

The 121-square-mile (313-square-kilometer) fire was 76% contained on Sunday, the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire Protection said.

The tally of destroyed homes reached 175 and there were 35 more damaged, authorities said. Many 
other structures also burned.

The causes of both fires were under investigation but there was a possibility that electrical lines might 
have been involved — as was the case at other recent fires.

Southern California Edison said Friday that it re-energized a 16,000-volt power line 13 minutes before 
the fire erupted in the same area of Ventura County.

Edison and other utilities around the state shut off power to hundreds of thousands of people last week 
out of concerns that high winds could cause power lines to spark and start fires.

Southern California Edison will cooperate with investigators, the utility said.
___
Follow Weber at https://twitter.com/WeberCM
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Trump can begin steps to pull US out of Paris climate deal

By SETH BORENSTEIN AP Science Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — For more than two years President Donald Trump has talked about pulling the 

United States out of the landmark Paris climate agreement . Starting Monday he finally can do something 
about it.

Even then, though, the withdrawal process takes a year and wouldn’t become official until at least the 
day after the 2020 presidential election.

In the Paris agreement, nearly 200 countries set their own national targets for reducing or controlling 
pollution of heat-trapping gases. It was negotiated in 2015 with lots of prodding by the United States and 
China and went into effect Nov. 4, 2016.

The terms of the deal say no country can withdraw in the first three years. So Monday is the first time 
the U.S. could actually start the withdrawal process, which begins with a letter to the United Nations. And 
it doesn’t become official for a year after that, which leads to the day after the election.

If someone other than Trump wins in 2020, the next president could get back in the deal in just 30 days 
and plan to cut carbon pollution, said Andrew Light, a former Obama State Department climate negotiator 
now at the nonprofit World Resources Institute.

Light and other experts say the withdrawal by the United States, the second biggest climate polluter and 
world’s largest economy, will hurt efforts to fight global warming.

“Global objectives can’t be met unless everybody does their part and the U.S. has to play the game,” 
said Appalachian State University environmental sciences professor Gregg Marland, who is part of a global 
effort to track carbon dioxide emissions. “We’re the second biggest player. What happens to the game if 
we take our ball and go home?”

Someone else, probably the biggest polluter China, will take over leadership in the global fight, said MIT 
economist Jake Jacoby, who co-founded the MIT Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change.

The penalty for the U.S. “is not in economic loss. The penalty is in shame, in discrediting U.S. leader-
ship,” Jacoby said.

Asked what the U.S. plans next, State Department spokesman James Dewey on Friday emailed only 
this: “The U.S. position with respect to the Paris Agreement has not changed.  The United States intends 
to withdraw from the Paris Agreement.”

The agreement set goals of preventing another 0.9 degrees (0.5 degrees Celsius) to 1.8 degrees (1 de-
gree Celsius) of warming from current levels. Even the pledges made in 2015 weren’t enough to prevent 
those levels of warming.

The deal calls for nations to come up with more ambitious pollution cuts every five years, starting in 
November 2020 in at a meeting in Scotland. Because of the expected withdrawal, the U.S. role in 2020 
negotiations will be reduced, Light said.

Climate change, caused by the burning of coal, oil and gas, has already warmed the world by 1.8 degrees 
(1 degree Celsius) since the late 1800s, caused massive melting of ice globally, triggered weather extremes 
and changed ocean chemistry. And scientists say, depending on how much carbon dioxide is emitted, it 
will only get worse by the end of the century with temperatures jumping by several degrees and oceans 
rising by close to three feet (1 meter).

Trump has been promising to pull out of the Paris deal since 2017, often mischaracterizing the terms of 
the agreement, which are voluntary. In October, he called it a massive wealth transfer from America to 
other nations and said it was one-sided

That’s not the case, experts said.
For example, the U.S. goal — set by Barack Obama’s administration — had been to reduce carbon di-

oxide emission in 2025 by 26% to 28% compared to 2005 levels. This translates to about 15% compared 
to 1990 levels.

The European Union’s goal was to cut carbon pollution in 2030 by 40% compared to 1990 levels, which 
is greater than America’s pledge, said Stanford University’s Rob Jackson, who chairs the Global Carbon 
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Project, a group of scientists that track carbon emissions worldwide. The United Kingdom has already 
exceeded that goal, he said.

“The U.S. agreement is not a tax on the American people. There is no massive wealth transfer,” said 
Climate Advisers CEO Nigel Purvis, who was a lead State Department climate negotiator in the Clinton 
and George W. Bush administrations. “In fact, the agreement obligates no country to make any financial 
payments.”

Formally getting out of the Paris agreement is bad, but at this point after years of rhetoric is more sym-
bolic than anything, said Georgia Tech climate scientist Kim Cobb. She said she is more worried about other 
Trump carbon pollution actions, such as fighting California’s tougher emissions and mileage standards and 
rollbacks of coal fired power plant regulations.

The U.S. was not on track to reach its Paris pledge, according to the federal Energy Information Admin-
istration’s latest projections.

The EIA projects that in 2025 emissions will be at 4959 million metric tons of carbon dioxide, 17% below 
2005 levels, about 500 million tons short of the goal. Emissions in 2018 were nearly 2% higher than in 
2016, the agency’s latest energy outlook says. That spike likely was from extreme weather and economic 
growth, Marland and Jacoby said.

__
Read more stories on climate issues by The Associated Press at https://www.apnews.com/Climate
Follow Seth Borenstein on Twitter at https://twitter.com/borenbears
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute’s Department of Science Education. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

Unbeaten no more, Patriots fall to Jackson and Ravens 37-20
By DAVID GINSBURG AP Sports Writer

BALTIMORE (AP) — The New England Patriots’ unbeaten season crashed to an end under the weight of 
their own mistakes and inability to contain Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson.

Jackson ripped apart the NFL’s stingiest defense with his arm and legs, accounting for three touchdowns 
and directing a dominant running game in a 37-20 victory Sunday night.

Baltimore (6-2) zipped to an early 17-0 lead and let the Patriots (8-1) creep within striking distance before 
quelling the comeback with a 70-yard fumble return by Marlon Humphrey and a 5-yard touchdown pass 
from Jackson to Nick Boyle early in the fourth quarter.

That made it 30-20, and not even six-time Super Bowl winner Tom Brady could bring New England out 
of the hole. Brady, who went 30 for 46 for 285 yards, threw an interception with 12:47 left.

Jackson then led a methodical 9 1/2-minute drive that ended with his thrust into the end zone from the 
1, with no small assist to right tackle Orlando Brown Jr.

“I was hoping I was in. Orlando pulled me,” Jackson said. “I didn’t even know it was him until I got up. 
He was like, ‘I pulled you in. I need half of that touchdown.’ It was cool.”

Jackson, the slick second-year quarterback, ran for 61 yards and two touchdowns and went 17 for 23 for 
163 yards and a score. Mark Ingram rushed for 115 yards, and the NFL’s leading ground attack amassed 
210 yards.

“We played tonight like it was a championship game,” Jackson said after Baltimore’s fourth straight vic-
tory. “We’ve just got to keep going.”

New England mixed up its coverages and blitz packages, and the Ravens responded accordingly.
“Nobody does it better than they do, and I thought our guys handled it really well, starting with the 

quarterback,” Ravens coach John Harbaugh said.
The Patriots came in with a defense that had allowed only 7.6 points per game and forced 25 turnovers 

for a plus-17 differential. The defending Super Bowl champions picked up two fumbles, but they had two 
turnovers themselves and committed a costly penalty that contributed to Baltimore’s first touchdown.
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New England was penalized seven times for 48 yards.
“We didn’t do anything well enough to deserve to win,” Patriots coach Bill Belichick said. “We’ve all just 

got to do a better job.”
Baltimore’s defense played a role, too. Patrick Onwuasor stripped the ball from Julian Edelman in the 

third quarter and Humphrey took it the other way for a score. Although Brady answered with a touchdown 
of his own to make it 24-20, the Patriots would not get closer.

And so ended New England’s 13-game winning streak, dating to last season and including the playoffs.
“We did a lot of things (wrong) we need to do better,” Belichick said, his voice barely louder than a whisper.
The Ravens opened with a crisp 75-yard drive in which Jackson went 4 for 4 for 41 yards and New 

England extended the march with an uncharacteristic mistake. As Baltimore lined up for a field goal try, 
Shilique Calhoun jumped into the neutral zone to give the Ravens a first down.

On the next play, Jackson skirted around left end for an easy 3-yard score .
After Brady went three-and-out on his first series, Baltimore rattled off another 11-play drive and added 

a field goal.
The third time the Ravens got the ball, a 53-yard run by Ingram set up a 12-yard touchdown burst by 

Gus Edwards to make the score a stunning 17-0.
New England punted again, and what followed for Baltimore was a deflating miscue let the Patriots back 

into it. Cyrus Jones muffed the kick, former Raven Justin Bethel recovered at the Baltimore 20 and Brady 
tossed a 4-yard touchdown pass to Mohamed Sanu.

New England added two field goals in the final 4 minutes of the half, the first of them after Ingram lost 
a fumble at the Baltimore 19.

“Here they come roaring back and we make a couple mistakes,” Harbaugh noted. “They made some 
mistakes, too. It was that kind of a football game.”

NOTEWORTHY
New England fell to 8-2 vs. Ravens in regular season (Brady is 6-2). ... Baltimore is 10-2 after a bye 

under Harbaugh, who took over in 2008. ... Ravens are 68-24 at home under Harbaugh, including 21-4 in 
November. ... Patriots rookie WR N’Keal Harry was inactive after coming off IR (ankle) and being added 
to 53-man roster Saturday.

UP NEXT
Patriots: New England heads into a bye and will return in two weeks to face Philadelphia on the road in 

a rematch of the 2017 Super Bowl.
Ravens: Baltimore faces winless Cincinnati on the road next Sunday. The Ravens beat the Bengals 23-17 

last month.
___
More AP NFL: https://apnews.com/NFL and https://twitter.com/AP_NFL

Warren, Buttigieg circle each other in Iowa as caucuses near
By THOMAS BEAUMONT, BILL BARROW and WILL WEISSERT Associated Press

DECORAH, Iowa (AP) — Gaining momentum in the final three months before the Iowa caucuses, Eliza-
beth Warren and Pete Buttigieg offered sharply different messages this weekend as they inched closer to 
a confrontation over the direction of the Democratic Party.

Warren, a Massachusetts senator, positioned herself as a bold progressive fighter while Buttigieg, the 
mayor of South Bend, Indiana, said he could unite the party — and the country.

During a frenetic three-day stretch of campaigning in Iowa, two other top contenders sought to prove 
their staying power. Former Vice President Joe Biden argued he’s the sole Democrat who doesn’t need 
“on-the-job training” and Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders reminded Iowans he’s still the outsider whose call 
for “political revolution” upended the nominating process four years ago.

The packed weekend offered a preview of the political and policy fights that face the leading candidates 
ahead of the Feb. 3 caucuses, and suggested a shift that for the first time put Warren and Buttigieg at 
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sharp rhetorical odds.

It also highlighted the glaring vulnerabilities of the top White House hopefuls, ensuring a fluid home 
stretch as candidates and caucusgoers navigate fault lines on everything from ideology to age.

It was Warren and Buttigieg who capitalized most obviously on activities centered on the Iowa Demo-
cratic Party’s annual blockbuster dinner that sometimes serves as a presidential launching pad.

Warren’s fiery attack on rivals who “dream small and quit early” and Buttigieg’s call for a “culture of 
belonging” ignited Iowa Democrats hungry both for economic fairness as well as a more welcoming tone 
from the Oval Office.

Buttigieg has gained traction in Iowa since late summer with a message of generational change and a 
fast-developing campaign organization.

“This is what it looks like to build up a country with that sense of belonging,” he told more than 1,000 
supporters and curious Democrats at Decorah High School during his first trip to northeast Iowa. “We 
can’t solve it if we’re at each other’s throats.”

It’s the theme Buttigieg is embracing with growing fervor. Asked if Warren can end the partisan fight-
ing in Washington, he said, “When you become president, you have to figure out a way to bring people 
together.”

“The case I’m making in my campaign is I’m best positioned to do it,” he said. “I think I can do it better.”
Warren, the leader in most Iowa caucus polls, takes a different tack, suggesting anything short of an 

all-out fight for a single-payer government health insurance plan is a retreat from Democratic values.
“I’m not running a campaign ... that has tested proposals” designed “not to offend anyone,” Warren 

said at one weekend stop. “I’m running a campaign based on a lifetime of fighting for working families.”
Yet beneath both candidates’ bravado rest signs of potential trouble.
Warren came to Iowa having just released her long-awaited plan to finance her “Medicare for all” pro-

posal. She found just as many questions as she faced before, including from Biden and Buttigieg, who 
back a “public option” plan to compete alongside private insurance, rather than a single-payer system that 
effectively would eliminate private markets.

In Dubuque, Warren jousted with reporters, insisting taxes won’t go up “one penny” for the middle 
class and that people who already have insurance will save over 10 years an estimated $11 trillion they 
now spend on co-pays, deductibles, premiums and uncovered care. That’d be the “biggest tax break in 
middle-class history,” she said. The senator also defended her plan’s $20.5 trillion price tag over 10 years, 
even as some analysts said it would be considerably higher.

Biden, whose standing in Iowa has slipped in recent months, took full advantage Warren’s predicament.
“I’m not promising anything crazy,” he said. “I tell you straight up how we’re going to pay for it and how 

much it’s going to cost and how it’s going to get done.”
Even some Warren fans saw potential risks for her.
“She has values that I think can appeal to a majority of the country, but I think she swings to the left,” 

said Susan Griffiths, a Des Moines Democrat. “That’s fine with me personally, but it can scare people.”
For his part, Buttigieg avoided direct confrontations with Warren or Biden.
But as he projected confidence — comparing his bid to Barack Obama’s Iowa upset in 2008 — the 

37-year-old mayor discovered the perils of the spotlight. In a nationally televised interview, he suggested 
the nomination is effectively between Warren and himself — a characterization at odds with national polls 
that still show Biden as a front-runner.

“I think this is getting to be a two-way. It’s early to say. I’m not saying it is a two-way,” Buttigieg said 
in an interview on Showtime’s “The Circus.” Buttigieg went on to say in the interview the race appeared 
to be becoming Warren versus the entire field.

On his campaign bus in Iowa, he backtracked. “I don’t think that came out right,” he said. It’s “not yet” 
a two-person race, but “there’s an amazing amount of energy behind our campaign right now.”

Buttigieg’s confidence is driven partly by Biden’s uneasy performance.
“I plan to win Iowa,” Biden boomed at a Des Moines campaign office.



Monday, Nov. 04, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 126 ~ 36 of 51

Groton Daily Independent
Still, his position here is seen as weaker than his national standing, enough so that some of his Iowa 

supporters are expressing concerns.
“I like Joe. I’m 90% sure I’ll caucus for him,” said Democrat Darrell Lewis. “But he’s got to do more.”
Lewis said he knows of other more moderate Democrats like himself who don’t want Warren to be the 

nominee, but who’ve abandoned Biden for either Buttigieg or Amy Klobuchar.
For now, the Minnesota senator trails the top tier, but she’s demonstrated strength in Cedar Rapids, 

home to a concentration of Democratic voters.
Some longtime Iowa political players point to players like Klobuchar as a reminder that the final months 

of the caucus campaign can feature wild swings. They note supporters of longshot candidates can sway 
the statewide outcome because of caucus “viability” rules: Candidates who get less than 15% in a pre-
cinct are dropped from subsequent ballots, and their supporters get to choose another candidate who’s 
still standing.

“If people want to count out Joe Biden, that’s fine,” said Phyllis Hughes Ewing, a longtime Biden sup-
porter whose late father was governor and U.S. senator. “But he’ll hit viability everywhere, and then pick 
up from others who don’t.”

Former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack, who has consulted with several candidates, added another warning for 
candidates like Buttigieg and Warren.

“We’re now entering the stage in the race where people are going to start to get real about all of this,” 
said Vilsack, a personal friend of Biden’s who remains neutral. “I don’t know whether Sen. Warren or any 
of these other candidates in the race other than Vice President Biden can take a punch.”

__
Barrow reported from Des Moines while Weissert reported from Cedar Rapids.
__
Follow the reporters on Twitter at https://twitter.com/TomBeaumont, https://twitter.com/BillBarrowAP 

and https://twitter.com/apwillweissert.

Lawyer: Whistleblower willing to take written GOP questions
By HOPE YEN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A lawyer for the whistleblower who raised alarms about President Donald Trump’s 
dealings with Ukraine said Sunday his client is willing to answer written questions submitted by House 
Republicans.

The surprise offer, made to Rep. Devin Nunes, the top Republican on the House Intelligence Committee, 
would allow Republicans to ask questions of the whistleblower, who spurred the Democratic-led impeach-
ment inquiry, without having to go through the committee’s chairman, Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif.

Attorney Mark Zaid tweeted that the whistleblower would answer questions directly from Republican 
members “in writing, under oath & penalty of perjury,” part of a bid to stem escalating efforts by Trump 
and his GOP allies to unmask the person’s identity. Only queries seeking the person’s identity won’t be 
answered, he said.

“Being a whistleblower is not a partisan job nor is impeachment an objective. That is not our role,” Zaid 
tweeted. “So we have offered to @DevinNunes.”

“We will ensure timely answers,” he said.
Nunes’ office did not have immediate comment. Rep. Jim Jordan, an Ohio Republican and member of the 

House Judiciary Committee who has been highly critical of the impeachment process, said in a statement 
that written answers wouldn’t be sufficient to probe and cross-examine the whistleblower.

“You don’t get to ignite an impeachment effort and never account for your actions and role in orches-
trating it,” Jordan said. “We have serious questions about this individual’s political bias and partisan moti-
vations and it seems Mark Zaid and Adam Schiff are attempting to hide these facts from public scrutiny. 
Last week’s testimony raised even more concerns about the anonymous whistleblower and our need to 
hear from them, in person.”
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The offer comes as Trump has repeatedly demanded the release of the whistleblower’s identity, tweeting 

Sunday that the person “must come forward.” The whistleblower raised concerns about Trump’s July 25 
call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, in which he pressed Zelenskiy to investigate Trump’s 
political rivals. That call became the catalyst for the impeachment inquiry.

The whistleblower’s secondhand account of the call has been providing a road map for House Democrats 
investigating whether the president and others in his orbit pressured Ukraine to probe political opponents, 
including former Vice President Joe Biden.

“Reveal the Whistleblower and end the Impeachment Hoax!” Trump tweeted.
Trump later Sunday pushed the news media to divulge the whistleblower’s identity, asserting that the 

person’s accounting of events is incorrect. The whistleblower’s complaint has been corroborated by people 
with firsthand knowledge of the events who have appeared on Capitol Hill.

“They know who it is. You know who it is. You just don’t want to report it,” Trump told reporters at the 
White House. “And you know you’d be doing the public a service if you did.”

U.S. whistleblower laws exist to protect the identity and careers of people who bring forward accusa-
tions of wrongdoing by government officials. Lawmakers in both parties have historically backed those 
protections.

The Associated Press typically does not reveal the identity of whistleblowers.
The whistleblower has become a central fixation for Republicans, and in particular the president. Re-

publicans view a political opportunity in unmasking the CIA official, whom the intelligence community’s 
inspector general said could have “arguable political bias.” The inspector general nevertheless found the 
whistleblower’s complaint to be “credible.”

The president believes that if he can expose bias in the initial allegations against him, he can paint the 
entire impeachment inquiry it launched as a partisan, political probe. To this point, Republicans have largely 
fought the impeachment inquiry on process, not substance, believing it was tainted because interviews 
were conducted in closed sessions — ignoring that GOP lawmakers were in attendance — and complain-
ing that House Speaker Nancy Pelosi had not called a vote to launch the matter.

But Pelosi called such a vote last week and the inquiry may soon shift into open hearings. Now, Trump 
is demanding that his allies defend his actions, insisting that he did nothing wrong while arguing that 
quid pro quos like the one allegedly offered Ukraine are common occurrences while leveraging power in 
conducting foreign policy.

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., said Sunday that he had not yet discussed the whistle-
blower’s offer with Nunes, but stressed that the person should answer questions in a public appearance 
before the committee.

“When you’re talking about the removal of the president of the United States, undoing democracy, un-
doing what the American public had voted for, I think that individual should come before the committee,” 
McCarthy told CBS’ “Face the Nation.”

“We need an openness that people understand this,” he added.
Zaid said his team had addressed the issue of alleged bias with Republican members of the committee 

and had stressed the need for anonymity to maintain the safety of the whistleblower and that person’s 
family, “but with little effect in halting the attacks.”

“Let me be absolutely clear: Our willingness to cooperate has not changed,” tweeted Andrew P. Bakaj, 
another attorney representing the whistleblower. “What we object to and find offensive, however, is the 
effort to uncover the identity of the whistleblower.”

Bakaj wrote on Saturday that “their fixation on exposing the whistleblower’s identity is simply because 
they’re at a loss as to how to address the investigations the underlying disclosure prompted.”

___
Associated Press writer Jonathan Lemire in New York contributed to this report.
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AP-NORC poll: Interest in campaign is growing, as is anxiety

By EMILY SWANSON and HANNAH FINGERHUT Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A year out from the 2020 general election, there already is significant interest in 

the presidential campaign. But a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research 
also finds a growing share of Americans feeling anxious and frustrated compared with early in the summer.

Republicans and Democrats are about equally likely to say they have been paying close attention, but 
the poll finds feelings of anxiety and frustration more concentrated among Democrats.

A look at how Americans are feeling about the campaign with one year to go until the 2020 general 
election:

SIMILAR INTEREST, UNEVEN ANXIETY
The poll finds widespread interest in the campaign, including among 82% of Democrats and 74% of 

Republicans. Overall, 73% of Americans say they’re interested, up slightly from 66% in June.
Democrats are more likely than Republicans to say they feel anxious, 67% to 45%, and frustrated, 64% 

to 49%. But the poll finds that levels of frustration and anxiety have increased among people from both 
parties since June.

Democrats who describe themselves as liberal are slightly more likely than moderates and conservatives to 
say they’re interested, 88% to 79%, but also significantly more likely to say they’re anxious, 80% to 60%.

___
HOW DEMOCRATS SEE THEIR CANDIDATES
Democrats have largely positive views of all their front-running candidates.
Overall, similar proportions say they have a favorable view of the top three Democratic candidates — 72% 

for Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, 68% for former Vice President Joe Biden and 65% for Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren. About 2 in 10 have negative opinions of each.

Warren is still less well known among Democrats. Slightly more say they don’t know enough about 
Warren to have an opinion than say that about Biden or Sanders, 16% versus 9% and 8%, respectively.

Despite high ratings for all three front-runners, there are signs of ideological division.
Biden scores slightly higher among Democrats who describe themselves as moderate and conservative 

than among those who say they’re liberal, 72% to 62%.
The pattern is the opposite for Warren, with 76% of liberal Democrats and 58% of moderate and con-

servative ones viewing her favorably, and for Sanders, with positive ratings from 79% of liberal Democrats 
and 68% of moderate and conservative ones.

California Sen. Kamala Harris and Pete Buttigieg, the mayor of South Bend, Indiana, are even less well-
known than the other top candidates. Views of both are more positive than negative within the party, but 
even among Democrats, 25% say they don’t know enough about Harris and 40% say the same of Buttigieg.

___
HOW THE PUBLIC SEES THE DEMOCRATS
While the general election may be a year away, Americans are already closely divided on the Democratic 

primary contest’s front-runners.
Biden sees favorable ratings from 44% of Americans, and unfavorable ones from 42%. Views are slightly 

more favorable than unfavorable for Sanders, 47% to 41%.
About as many have a favorable opinion of Warren as an unfavorable one, 38% to 37%, with about 

one-quarter still saying they don’t know enough about her to have an opinion.
Opinions on Harris and Buttigieg are also closely divided, but large proportions of Americans have no 

opinion of each — about one-third for Harris and close to half for Buttigieg.
Views of whoever becomes the nominee could change as November of 2020 nears. Hillary Clinton started 

out with largely positive ratings from Americans after her tenure as secretary of state, but negative opin-
ions increased over the course of the 2016 campaign.

___
HOW THE PUBLIC SEES THE PRESIDENT



Monday, Nov. 04, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 126 ~ 39 of 51

Groton Daily Independent
More than half of Americans, 55%, say they have an unfavorable opinion of President Donald Trump, 

while 40% say they have a favorable opinion. Eight in 10 Republicans have a favorable opinion, while 
nearly 9 in 10 Democrats have an unfavorable one.

Among Republicans, those who describe themselves as liberals and moderates are much more likely to 
have an unfavorable opinion than those who describe themselves as conservatives, 30% to 10%.

In 2016, Trump overcame similarly low popularity and even doubts among some Republicans to win the 
White House.

Since Trump took office in January 2017, many Americans — 42% — say they’ve been paying more 
attention to politics. An additional 43% say they’re paying about as much attention as they were before, 
while 15% say they’ve been paying less attention.

Democrats are slightly more likely than Republicans to say they’ve been paying more attention since 
Trump took office, 47% to 41%, but also more likely to say they’ve been paying less attention, 18% to 9%.

___
The AP-NORC poll of 1,075 adults was conducted Oct. 24-28 using a sample drawn from NORC’s proba-

bility-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin 
of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points. Respondents were first se-
lected randomly using address-based sampling methods and later were interviewed online or by phone.

___
Online:
AP-NORC Center: http://www.apnorc.org

Krispy Kreme orders student to halt doughnut resale service
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — An enterprising Minnesota college student who drove to Iowa every weekend to 

buy hundreds of Krispy Kreme doughnuts that he then sold to his own customers in the Twin Cities area 
has been warned by the confectionary giant to stop.

There have been no Krispy Kreme stores in Minnesota for 11 years.
Jayson Gonzalez, 21, of Champlin, Minnesota, would drive 270 miles (430 kilometers) to a Krispy Kreme 

store in Clive, Iowa, pack his car with up to 100 boxes, each carrying 12 doughnuts, then drive back up 
north to deliver them to customers in Minneapolis-St. Paul.

He charged $17 to $20 per box. He said some of his customers spent nearly $100 each time. Gonzalez 
said he did not receive a discount from the store in Iowa where he bought the doughnuts.

But less than a week after the St. Paul Pioneer Press reported on his money-making scheme, Gonzalez 
received a phone call from Krispy Kreme’s Nebraska office telling him to stop. The senior studying ac-
counting at Metropolitan State University in St. Paul said he was told his sales created a liability for the 
North Carolina-based company.

In a statement Sunday night, Krispy Kreme said it’s looking into the matter.
“We appreciate Jayson’s passion for Krispy Kreme and his entrepreneurial spirit as he pursues his edu-

cation,” the statement read.
Gonzalez, also known as “The Donut Guy,” would have made his 20th run to Iowa on Saturday. He told 

his Facebook followers on Thursday that he has been told he has to shut down operations.
“Life happens, and it could be a sign that something else it meant to be,” Gonzalez posted.
___
Information from: St. Paul Pioneer Press, http://www.twincities.com



Monday, Nov. 04, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 126 ~ 40 of 51

Groton Daily Independent
Attacker bites politician’s ear, others slashed in Hong Kong

By EILEEN NG Associated Press
HONG KONG (AP) — A knife-wielding man slashed several people and bit off part of the ear of a pro-

democracy politician in Hong Kong on Sunday, as riot police stormed several malls to thwart protesters 
who have been demanding government reforms for nearly five months.

The bloody attack erupted outside one of those shopping complexes, Cityplaza on Hong Kong Island. 
Local media said the attacker told his victims that Hong Kong belongs to China.

Television footage showed the man biting the ear of district councilor Andrew Chiu, who had tried to 
stop him from leaving after the stabbings. The attacker was then badly beaten up by a crowd before 
police arrived.

The government, condemning the attack, said five people were hospitalized including two in critical 
condition and appealed to people to stay rational and set aside their political differences. “They should 
abide by the law and not to resort to vigilantism,” a government spokesman said in a statement.

The attack came late Sunday, a day in which protesters had been urged online to gather at seven loca-
tions, including malls, to sustain a push for political reform.

Most of the rallies didn’t pan out as scores of riot police took positions, searching and arresting people, 
dispersing crowds and blocking access to a park next to the office of the city’s leader, Carrie Lam.

Some small pockets of hardcore demonstrators were undeterred.
As protesters chanted slogans at the New Town Plaza shopping mall in Sha Tin, police said they moved 

in after some “masked rioters” with fire extinguishers vandalized turnstiles and smashed windows at the 
subway station linked to the mall.

At two malls in the New Territories in the north, protesters vandalized shops, threw paint and attacked a 
branch of Japanese fast food chain Yoshinoya, which has been frequently targeted after the chain’s owner 
voiced support for the Hong Kong police.

Police rushed into one of the malls after objects were thrown at them. At another, protesters used um-
brellas and cable ties to lock the mall entrance to prevent police from entering.

Later in the day, police stormed Cityplaza after some protesters sprayed graffiti at a restaurant. A human 
chain by dozens of people was broken up and angry shoppers heckled the police.

In early hours Monday, police fired tear gas after some protesters threw bricks and other objects at 
them in another district. One woman was injured after she reportedly jumped off a balcony to escape 
the tear gas, local media said.

The protests began in early June over a now-shelved plan to allow extraditions to mainland China but 
have since swelled into a movement seeking other demands, including direct elections for Hong Kong’s 
leaders and an independent inquiry into police conduct.

Lam has refused to budge and instead has focused on measures that she said contributed to protesters’ 
anger, such as creating jobs and easing housing woes in one of the world’s most expensive cities. She 
invoked emergency powers last month to ban face masks at rallies, provoking further anger.

Her office said Sunday that Lam, currently in Shanghai, will head to Beijing on Tuesday. She is due to 
hold talks Wednesday with Chinese Vice Premier Han Zheng and join a meeting on the development of 
the Greater Bay Area that aims to link Hong Kong, Macao and nine other cities in southern China.

The project will help make it easier for Hong Kong residents to work and reside in mainland Chinese 
cities, and bolster the flow of people and goods, Lam’s office said in a statement.

But the plan has also sparked concerns over China’s growing influence over the territory. Many protesters 
fear Beijing is slowly infringing on the freedoms guaranteed to Hong Kong when the former British colony 
returned to Chinese control in 1997.

On Saturday, protesters attacked the Hong Kong office of China’s state-owned Xinhua News Agency in a 
show of anger against Beijing, a day after China warned of tightening its grip on the city to quell the unrest.

Xinhua in a statement strongly condemned the “barbaric acts of mobs” that had vandalized and set fire 
to the lobby of its Asia-Pacific office building. The Hong Kong Journalists Association also deplored “any 
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act of sabotage against the media” and called for an end to violence against the press.

Protesters have frequently targeted Chinese banks and businesses. In July, demonstrators threw eggs 
at China’s liaison office in Hong Kong and defaced the Chinese national emblem in a move slammed by 
Beijing as a direct challenge to its authority.

On Friday, the Communist Party in Beijing vowed to “establish and strengthen a legal system and en-
forcement mechanism” to prevent foreign powers from sowing acts of “separatism, subversion, infiltration 
and sabotage” in Hong Kong.

Former President Jimmy Carter is back teaching Sunday school
By JAY REEVES Associated Press

PLAINS, Ga. (AP) — Former President Jimmy Carter taught a Bible lesson on life after death Sunday less 
than two weeks after breaking his pelvis in a fall.

Using a walker, the 95-year-old Democrat slowly entered the crowded sanctuary at Maranatha Baptist 
Church in the southwest Georgia town of Plains.

“Morning, everybody,” he said cheerfully.
With help, Carter sat on a motorized lift chair at the front of the room to teach a 45-minute lesson based 

on the Old Testament book of Job.
Referring to a cancer diagnosis that resulted in the removal of part of his liver in 2015, Carter said he 

was is “at ease” with the idea of dying and believes in life after death.
More than 400 people were on hand in the main hall and smaller, overflow rooms where the lesson was 

shown on television.
Carter was briefly hospitalized and has since been recovering at home since fracturing his pelvis on Oct. 

21. He also fell shortly before that and needed stitches above his left eye.
Carter is the oldest U.S. ex-President ever and has been teaching Bible lessons since he was in his teens. 

He missed one Sunday school class after the pelvis fracture.
Rev. Tony Lowden said Secret Service agents, relatives and fellow church members all discouraged Carter 

from teaching because of the injury, but he insisted.
“He is pouring out that you might see Christ while he is suffering,” Lowden told the crowd.
Carter remained for the worship service after teaching, sitting in a pew beside his wife, Rosalynn, and 

singing hymns with the congregation.
Referring to the former president and Jesus Christ by their initials, Lowden gave thanks for Carter in prayer.
“The greatest thing I’ve learned as a pastor here is watching J.C. follow J.C.,” Lowden said.

AP Top 25: Navy gives AAC 4 teams, 3rd-most by conference
By RALPH D. RUSSO AP College Football Writer

Navy moved into The Associated Press college football poll at No. 25, giving the American Athletic Con-
ference four ranked teams, more than all but the Big Ten and the Southeastern Conference.

With nine ranked teams off this weekend, including four of the top five, there was little movement 
throughout the AP Top 25 presented by Regions Bank. LSU is No. 1 for a second consecutive week and 
Alabama is No. 2. The Tigers and Crimson Tide on Saturday will play the first regular-season 1-2 game 
since the same two did it in 2011.

Navy joins fellow AAC members No. 17 Cincinnati, No. 19 Memphis and No. 23 SMU in the Top 25. Four 
ranked teams matches a high for the 7-year-old American, which was born from the collapse of the Big East.

“UCF was the top vote-getter outside the Top 25,” AAC Commissioner Mike Aresco said Sunday. “It think 
it validates what we’ve been trying to do. Our goal is depth.”

Aresco has pushed for the American to be considered along-side the Power Five, branding the AAC a 
P6 conference.

“It shows that the conference continues to make progress,” he said.
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Ohio State is No. 3 as the margin among the top three teams widened a bit after last week’s historically 

close vote. The first-place vote distribution stayed the same. The Tigers received 1,479 points and 17 first-
place votes, Alabama had 1,472 points and 21 first places, and Ohio State got 1,467 points and 17 firsts. 
No. 4 Clemson received the other seven first-place votes and Penn State remained No. 5.

Georgia jumped two spots to No. 6 after beating Florida in the weekend’s biggest game. The Gators 
slipped four spots to No. 10.

POLL POINTS
The first College Football Playoff selection committee rankings come out Tuesday night.
Since the selection committee started ranking teams around this point in the season, only last year did 

it have the same four teams in the top as the AP poll that was released two days earlier. And never has 
the first CFP rankings’ first four matched the preceding AP top four.

Top fours in order:
2014
AP: Mississippi State, Florida State, Alabama, Auburn
CFP: Mississippi State, Auburn, Florida State, Mississippi
2015
AP: Ohio State, Baylor, Clemson, LSU
CFP: Clemson, LSU, Ohio State, Alabama
2016
AP: Alabama, Michigan, Clemson, Washington
CFP: Alabama, Clemson, Michigan, Texas A&M
2017
AP: Alabama, Georgia, Ohio State, Wisconsin
CFP: Georgia, Alabama, Notre Dame, Clemson
2018
AP: Alabama, Clemson, Notre Dame, LSU
CFP: Alabama, Clemson, LSU, Notre Dame
OUT
Appalachian State was the only team to fall out of the rankings this week. The Sun Belt Conference’s 

lone representative lost for the first time this season, falling at home to Georgia Southern on Thursday.
CONFERENCE CALL
The American also had four ranked teams on Nov. 8, 2015 (Houston, Temple, Navy, Memphis). The Mid-

shipmen are ranked for the first time since 2017 and already have more than doubled their win total from 
last season’s disappointing 3-9 finish.

Big Ten — 6 (Nos. 3, 5, 13, 14, 16, 19)
SEC — 5 (Nos. 1, 2, 6, 10, 12)
American — 4 (Nos. 17, 19, 23, 25)
Big 12 — 3 (Nos. 9, 11, 20)
ACC — 2 (Nos. 4, 22)
Pac-12 — 2 (Nos. 7, 8)
Mountain West — 2 (Nos. 21, 24)
Independent — 1 (No. 15)
RANKED vs. RANKED
No. 1 LSU at No. 2 Alabama. A playoff eliminator? Or is this just for seeding?
No. 5 Penn State at No. 13 Minnesota. Coach P.J. Fleck’s unbeaten Gophers could row the boat right 

into playoff contention.
No. 19 Iowa at No. 18 Wisconsin. Huge game in the Big Ten West.
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP and listen http://www.westwoodonepodcasts.
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com/pods/ap-top-25-college-football-podcast

___
More AP college football: https://apnews.com/APTop25CollegeFootballPoll and https://apnews.com/Col-

legefootball and https://twitter.com/AP_Top25

Colorful Columbia Sportswear Co. chairwoman Gert Boyle dies
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Gert Boyle, the colorful chairwoman of Oregon-based Columbia Sportswear 

Co. who starred in ads proclaiming her as “One Tough Mother,” died Sunday. She was 95.
Company spokeswoman Mary Ellen Glynn did not disclose the cause of death. Boyle, who was chair-

woman of the company board of directors, died at a Portland, Oregon, assisted living facility, Glynn said.
Boyle took over the small outdoor clothing company in 1970 after her husband died from a heart attack. 

At the time, she was a 46-year-old housewife and mother of three with no real business experience. But 
she helped build the struggling company into a national brand and retailer.

“Early to bed, early to rise, work like hell and advertise,” Boyle often said, among other pet phrases.
It was her role in an advertising campaign in the 1980s that gave her national exposure.
The ads showed Boyle putting her son, Tim, president of the company, through treacherous outdoor 

feats to ensure the products met her standards. An iconic photo from the campaign, which has her flexing 
her arm emblazoned with a “Born to Nag” tattoo, still hangs in the company’s Beaverton headquarters.

Boyle’s father founded Columbia after the family fled Nazi Germany and settled in Portland. Her husband 
took over the business in 1964. When he died, the business took many calls wondering if Columbia would 
close and the bank urged her to sell the company.

Always plucky, she entertained an offer for its sale at the time but told a prospective buyer that for the 
price they were offering, she’d rather run it into the ground herself.

But Columbia flourished under her leadership, and that of her son.
While Tim ran the operations as president, Gert Boyle continued to put in 40-hour work weeks well into 

her 80s and signed every company check.
Columbia grew and over the years acquired key brands such as Mountain Hardwear, Pacific Trail and 

Sorel. The company now sells products in more than 100 countries.
She was well known for her no-nonsense attitude and boisterous personality — quick to offer staff or 

those nearby a “Gertism” and often a few comments not fit for print.
Boyle was the first woman inducted into the National Sporting Goods Hall of Fame and often recognized 

for her work as a female business leader, including a book on her experience.
She had three children with her husband, Neil, who was her college sweetheart. Tim Boyle is president 

of the company, her daughter Sally runs Portland company Moonstruck Chocolates and her daughter 
Kathy is an artist.

She had five grandchildren.

Legendary Puerto Rican astrologer Walter Mercado dies at 88
By DÁNICA COTO Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Television astrologer Walter Mercado, whose glamorous persona made 
him a star in Latin media and a cherished icon for gay people in most of the Spanish-speaking world, has 
died. He was 88.

Mercado was known throughout Latin American for the melodrama of his daily horoscopes, delivered 
on internationally broadcast networks such as Univision with an exaggerated trilling of the “r’’. He favored 
colorful brocaded capes and huge gemstone rings, which he flashed while pointing at viewers.

Mercado never publicly discussed his sexual orientation but his screen presence was a source of comfort 
for many people in lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual communities throughout Latin American and 
Latin communities in the U.S., said Alex Fumero, a Los Angeles-based producer who has spent two years 
working on a documentary about him.
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“This is a culture that’s been dominated by machismo and homophobia for a very long time,” Fumero 

said in a phone interview. “He was really brave.”
Fumero said Mercado’s silence on his orientation may have allowed him to keep the adoration of LGBTQ 

fans and maintain acceptance from conservative Latins who could have rejected an openly gay television 
star.

Fumero said one LGBTQ activist told him, “You don’t ask about what you can see,” adding that he be-
lieves that was the attitude held by many from Mercado’s generation.

“It’s the plausible deniability that chauvinist or homophobic audiences need in order to give Walter the 
pass that they needed...to enjoy the message he was sending them,” Fumero said.

Fumero said he grew up watching Mercado and recalled his grandmother shushing him every time the 
astrologer delivered his predictions: “If Walter was on TV, everybody had to be quiet.”

Hospital spokeswoman Sofía Luquis told The Associated Press on Sunday that Mercado died from kidney 
failure at the Auxilio Mutuo Hospital in San Juan late Saturday.  He had been living in the suburb of Cupey 
and had spent several days in the hospital before his death.

Mercado was born in Ponce, one of Puerto Rico’s largest cities. Although he took university courses in 
pharmacology, psychology and pedagogy, he became a well-known dancer and theater actor and also 
appeared in several soap operas.

He worked briefly for TV stations based in the U.S. Caribbean territory before moving to South Florida, 
where he joined Univision.

Mercado, whose popularity began to soar in the 1980s, had a collection of more than 2,000 capes, in-
cluding some with feathers, precious stones and unique embroideries.

His best-known catch phrase was “Above all, lots and lots of love.”
“He is one of those people who used his celebrity and power to reach millions in order to inspire people 

with good messages,” said Aida Levitan, who helped organize an exhibition in August at the HistoryMiami 
museum to honor Mercado.

She said hundreds of people showed up and wanted to meet him and take pictures, and he agreed to 
it all.

“It’s not easy at the age of 88 to face 500 people trying to take pictures. He never lost his cool,” Levitan 
recalled in a phone interview with the AP. “He used all his gifts and talents for the good of mankind, and 
that’s what makes him so appealing.”

Mercado, however, also faced some legal battles.
In 1998, he got in trouble for endorsing alleged health and beauty products and was named in a class-

action lawsuit that accused him of misleading people into buying beads with supposed special powers. 
The president of the jewelry company, Unique Gems International Corp., was later sentenced to 14 years 
in prison for defrauding 16,000 people in a $90 million scam.

In October 2010, Mercado announced he was changing his name to “Shanti Ananda.” That same year, 
he stopped shooting his segment for the Univision Spanish-language TV channel. Months later, he began 
to deliver daily horoscopes through El Nuevo Herald newspaper in Miami.

Mercado was hospitalized in December 2011 in Puerto Rico following a cold that turned into pneumonia. 
His health condition worsened, and he was transferred to a hospital in Ohio. It was later revealed that he 
had suffered a heart attack.

In 2014, he launched a website called passionlatinos.com that offered horoscopes, online dating and an 
array of products called “Captivating,” that included fragrances, candles, soaps and body lotions aimed at 
prosperity, sex, health, peace and love.
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Jepkosgei wins NYC in 1st marathon, Kamworor takes men’s

By JAKE SEINER AP Sports Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Joyciline Jepkosgei arrived in New York with a modest goal for her first marathon ever.
“My focus was to finish the race,” she said, a gold medal hanging around her neck.
Not bad for a novice.
Jepkosgei upset four-time champion Mary Keitany to win the New York City Marathon on Sunday with a 

historic debut seven seconds off the course record.
Geoffrey Kamworor of Kenya won the men’s event for the second time in three years. He pounced 

when defending champion Lelisa Desisa dropped out after seven miles following a grueling victory at the 
sweltering world championships last month.

After pulling away from Kenyan countrymate Keitany with about three miles left, Jepkosgei crossed the 
finish in Central Park in 2 hours, 22 minutes and 38 seconds, the second-best run in course history.

“I didn’t actually know that I can win,” she said. “But I was trying my best to do it and to make it and 
to finish strong.”

The 25-year-old Jepkosgei holds the world record in the half-marathon but had never run a 26.2-mile 
race before. She looked pained climbing the final hill but strode confidently over the finish line.

It was too much for Keitany, a 37-year-old who collapsed after finishing 53 seconds later. She had won 
four of the previous five NYC Marathons.

“Sometimes a race is a race,” Keitany said. “Anything can happen.”
Jepkosgei is the youngest New York winner since 25-year-old Margaret Okayo in 2001. She also won the 

New York City Half-Marathon in March and is the first runner to win both events.
Kamworor made it a Kenyan sweep moments later with a final time of 2:08:13 on the course that tra-

verses through the city’s five boroughs.
He kicked away from countryman Albert Korir in the 24th mile. Korir finished second, and Ethiopian non-

elite runner Girma Bekele Gebre was third.
Desisa, who is from Ethiopia, was in 17th place at the seven-mile mark before leaving with pain in one 

of his hamstrings. He was attempting to defend his title 29 days after winning worlds in Doha, Qatar, in 
boiling conditions he described this week as “dangerous.” With a temperature of 84 degrees F (29 degrees 
C) for the midnight start, 18 of 73 men didn’t finish that race.

Sunday’s run started at an ideal 45 degrees F (7 degrees C).
The 26-year-old Kamworor finished third last year after winning in 2017. He was greeted at the finish 

line by mentor and training partner Eliud Kipchoge, who completed the first sub-2 hour marathon last 
month — a feat accomplished under conditions so tightly controlled it didn’t qualify for the record books.

“I didn’t want to disappoint him,” Kamworor said. “That gave me a lot of motivation. He inspired me to 
win that race.”

Kamworor, also the world record holder in the half-marathon, is the 10th multi-time winner in New York.
He was followed closely by Gebre, a former New York resident who returned to Ethiopia recently to train 

at altitude. He shaved about five minutes off his personal best to finish in 2:08:38.
The 26-year-old Gebre has no sponsor and no agent. He’s hoping this breakthrough will change that.
“I would like someone to arrange some races for me,” he said through a translator.
American Desiree Linden set the pace for the women early and was the top U.S. finisher at sixth. The 

2018 Boston Marathon winner hasn’t decided whether she will go to the Olympic team trials in Atlanta on 
Feb. 29.

The 36-year-old wants to gauge her recovery before deciding whether to pursue a third Olympics.
“Right now’s not the time, just based on how my calves and my feet feel,” Linden said jokingly.
Kellyn Taylor, an American putting her firefighting career on hold to pursue the Olympics, finished seventh.
Sara Hall, another U.S. Olympic hopeful who has taken on an unusually heavy race schedule, dropped 

out in mile 18 after running the Berlin Marathon on Sept. 29.
Jared Ward was the top American finisher among the men at sixth place. He hoped the hilly New York 
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terrain would prepare him for the rolling course in Atlanta.

“I hope that does set me up well,” he said. “I think I have some confidence.”
American 42-year-old Abdi Abdirahman bested his own over-40 record by finishing in 2:11:34. Australia’s 

Sinead Diver posted the second-fasted women’s time by an over-40 runner. The 42-year-old finished fifth 
overall in 2:26:23.

Manuela Schär of Switzerland won her third straight women’s wheelchair title, giving her eight consecu-
tive marathon major victories. After rolling ahead of the record pace for much of the race, Schär crossed 
the finish about a minute off the mark at 1:44:20.

Daniel Romanchuk of the United States repeated as men’s wheelchair champion in another tight fin-
ish over Switzerland’s Marcel Hug. Romanchuk held off Hug by one second for the second straight year, 
crossing the finish line 1:37:24 England’s David Weir and American Aaron Pike were also within 10 seconds.

Last year, Romanchuk became the first American and youngest competitor to win the men’s division 
as a 20-year-old. He followed with victories this year at the Boston and London marathons. Hug took the 
New York title in 2016 and 2017.

Organizers were expecting around 52,000 runners to complete the marathon a year after a world record 
52,813 crossed the finish.

___
Follow Jake Seiner: https://twitter.com/Jake_Seiner
___
More AP sports: https://apnews.com/apf-sports and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

Flames, gear and risks of photographing California wildfires
By MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ Associated Press

SANTA PAULA, Calif. (AP) — It’s ironic, but momentarily forgetting some of my safety gear ended up 
saving my life.

It happened as I drove late Thursday into the heart of a wildfire that had erupted near the city of Santa 
Paula, a two-hour drive west of Los Angeles. This was one of the dozens of blazes that have been spring-
ing up daily in Northern and Southern California the last couple weeks, an indication that we are now in 
the middle of wildfire season.

Dressed in flame-resistant clothes, heavy boots and carrying my two cameras, I spent a few minutes 
walking around and surveying the scene before starting to shoot photos. To get the best shots, you first 
need to fully understand a situation, everything from where firefighters are working to the winds.

After a few minutes, I realized I had forgotten my helmet and fire shelter, essentially a tarp that can be 
deployed to cover and protect your body if you can’t escape flames.

So I began walking back to my car, and a few minutes later two large burning branches crashed in the 
exact place where I had been standing.

I have been covering wildfires since I began working with The Associated Press in 2002, and have had 
other near-death experiences. Still, the close call this week was so unnerving that I called my editor and 
a fellow photographer to make sure both had my wife’s phone number. If something happened to me, 
they could tell her.

Unlike many states that limit access, in many situations California law allows journalists to get as close 
as they want to the flames. This allows us to capture stunning images of the ferocious burning that in 
seconds can incinerate houses and kill people, but that access comes with risks.

I always tell my wife about the dangers, but I don’t talk about them with my sons, ages 17 and 15. I 
don’t want them to worry, and I do take many precautions. I’ve had wildfire training, I have high-quality 
protective gear and I carry only two cameras, part of staying light on my feet to move as conditions change.

When friends ask what it’s like to cover wildfires, the first thing I say is that there is nothing glamorous. 
It’s smoky, it’s hellishly hot and it’s dangerous. I can’t even say that I “like” covering them. Instead, like 
others on the AP’s photo team, I see doing this as a duty to show the world what is happening.
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I’m no expert on climate change, but with each passing year I’m more convinced that climatic shifts are 

driving the fires to new levels. They are more frequent, more intense and more unpredictable.
If there is anything to be optimistic about, it’s that firefighters seem to be getting better at fighting the 

blazes. They also conduct themselves with a clear sense of mission. At the fire where I was nearly crushed 
by torched branches, at one point I watched four firefighters boldly take on a giant wave of flames.

I don’t know if this year’s fire season will be more or less severe than previous years; If the last few 
weeks are any indication, we may be in for a rough couple of months. Whatever happens, my teammates 
and I will be ready.

____
Follow Sanchez: www.twitter.com/MarcioSanchez06

In fading ritual, WWII rescuer reunites with Jews she saved
By ARON HELLER Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — One by one, the 40 descendants of a group of Israeli siblings leaned down and 
hugged the elderly Greek woman to whom they owe their very existence, as she sat in her wheelchair 
and wiped away tears streaking down her wrinkled face.

Clutching the hands of those she hid, fed and protected as a teenager more than 75 years ago, 92-year-
old Melpomeni Dina said she could now “die quietly.”

Sunday’s emotional encounter was the first time Dina had met the offspring of the Mordechai family 
she helped save during the Holocaust. Once a regular ritual at Israel’s Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial, 
such gatherings are rapidly dwindling due to the advanced ages of both survivors and rescuers and may 
not happen again. The soon-to-be-extinct reunion is the latest reminder for Holocaust commemorators 
preparing for a post-survivor world.

“The risk they took upon themselves to take in an entire family knowing that it put them and everyone 
around them in danger,” said Sarah Yanai, today 86, who was the oldest of the five siblings Dina and oth-
ers sheltered. “Look at all these around us. We are now a very large and happy family and it is all thanks 
to them saving us.”

About 6 million European Jews were killed by German Nazis and their collaborators during World War II. 
More than 27,000, including some 355 from Greece, have been recognized as “Righteous Among the Na-
tions,” Israel’s highest honor to those non-Jews who risked their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust.

The most famous cases are Oskar Schindler, whose efforts to save more than 1,000 Jews were docu-
mented in Steven Spielberg’s 1993 film “Schindler’s List,” and Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat who 
is credited for having saved at least 20,000 Jews before mysteriously disappearing.

The names of those honored for refusing to be indifferent to the genocide are engraved along an avenue 
of trees at the Jerusalem memorial. Only a few hundred are believed to still be alive.

“This is probably going to our last reunion, because of age and frailty,” said Stanlee Stahl, the executive 
vice president of the Jewish Foundation for the Righteous, which sponsored the event and which provides 
$1 million a year in monthly stipends to those recognized.

She said her organization has been doing such reunions every year since 1992, but this one was likely 
the last of its kind and therefore particularly emotional. Similar reunions sponsored by Yad Vashem of 
long-lost siblings or other relatives also are coming to an end.

“Either the survivor has passed on, the righteous has passed on or in some instances either the survivor 
or the righteous gentile is unable to travel,” she said, choking up. “You see the survivors, their children, 
their grandchildren, you see the future. To me it is very, very, very special. In a way, a door closes, one 
opens. The door is closing ever so slowly on the reunions.”

The Mordechai family lived in Veria, Greece, near Thessaloniki, where nearly the entire Jewish community 
was annihilated within a few months in one of the most brutal executions of the Nazis.

When the Nazis began rounding up the Jews for deportation in early 1943, the family’s non-Jewish friends 
provided them with fake identity cards and hid them in the attic of the old abandoned Turkish mosque. 
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They were there for almost a year, hearing the screams outside of other Jews being rounded up. But 
eventually they had to leave because their health was declining in the cramped, unventilated attic.

That’s when Dina and her two older sisters took the family of seven into their own single-room home on 
the outskirts of the city, sharing with them their meager food rations. One of the children, a six-year-old 
boy named Shmuel, became gravely ill and had to be taken to a hospital, despite the risk of exposing his 
identity. He died there.

Shortly after, the family was informed upon and Dina’s sisters and their relatives helped them flee in 
various directions.

Yanai, the oldest, headed for the woods, another went to the mountains, and the mother headed out 
on foot with her youngest two surviving children in search of another hiding spot. Dina and her orphaned 
and impoverished sisters provided them with clothing before their departure. The family reunited after 
liberation and made its way to Israel, where the children built families of their own.

Yossi Mor, today 77, was just an infant when his family was taken in, but he said he could still remember 
a few things, such as when his older brother died and the kindness they encountered from their rescuers 
— who gave them various forms of refuge for nearly two years.

“They fed us, they gave us medicine, they gave us the protection, everything, they washed our clothes,” 
he said, before gesturing toward Dina. “She loved me very much.”

Mor and Yanai had gotten together with Dina in Greece years ago. But the younger generation of their 
extended family, which included grade-school children in pigtails and soldiers in uniform, had never met 
her before Sunday’s ceremony. The two soldiers proudly pushed Dina and Yanai throughout the complex 
in their wheelchairs.

A special committee, chaired by a retired Supreme Court Justice, is responsible for vetting every case of 
“Righteous Among the Nations” before awarding the title. Following a lengthy process, between 400 and 
500 are typically recognized a year and the process will continue and new stories come to light even for 
those awarded posthumously, said Joel Zisenwise, the director of the department at Yad Vashem.

“What we see here is moving in the sense that we have evidence of an ongoing relationship of the rescuers 
with the survivors and the descendants. It is an ongoing form of paying tribute,” he said. “It definitely is 
moving to see these families coming together knowing that they may indeed be one of the last meetings.”

____
Follow Aron Heller at www.twitter.com/aronhellerap

US judge blocks Trump’s health insurance rule for immigrants
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — A federal judge in Portland, Oregon, on Saturday put on hold a Trump adminis-

tration rule requiring immigrants prove they will have health insurance or can pay for medical care before 
they can get visas.

U.S. District Judge Michael Simon granted a temporary restraining order that prevents the rule from 
going into effect Sunday. It’s not clear when he will rule on the merits of the case.

Seven U.S. citizens and a nonprofit organization filed the federal lawsuit Wednesday contending the rule 
would block nearly two-thirds of all prospective legal immigrants.

The lawsuit also said the rule would greatly reduce or eliminate the number of immigrants who enter 
the United States with family sponsored visas.

“We’re very grateful that the court recognized the need to block the health care ban immediately,” says 
Justice Action Center senior litigator Esther Sung, who argued at Saturday’s hearing on behalf of the 
plaintiffs. “The ban would separate families and cut two-thirds of green-card-based immigration starting 
tonight, were the ban not stopped.”

The proclamation signed by President Donald Trump in early October applies to people seeking immigrant 
visas from abroad — not those in the U.S. already. It does not affect lawful permanent residents. It does 
not apply to asylum-seekers, refugees or children.

The proclamation says immigrants will be barred from entering the country unless they are to be covered 
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by health insurance within 30 days of entering or have enough financial resources to pay for any medical 
costs.

The rule is the Trump administration’s latest effort to limit immigrant access to public programs while 
trying to move the country away from a family based immigration system to a merit-based system.

The White House said in a statement Sunday that it strongly disagrees with the decision.
“Once again, a nationwide injunction is permitting a single judge to thwart the President’s policy judg-

ment on a matter where Congress expressly gave the President authority,” said the statement from Press 
Secretary Stephanie Grisham.

“It is wrong and unfair for a single district court judge to thwart the policies that the President deter-
mined would best protect the United States healthcare system — and for the United States taxpayers to 
suffer the grave consequences of the immense strain inflicted on the healthcare system from subsidizing 
uncompensated care for those seeking admission.

Under the government’s visa rule, the required insurance can be bought individually or provided by an 
employer and it can be short-term coverage or catastrophic.

Medicaid doesn’t count, and an immigrant can’t get a visa if using the Affordable Care Act’s subsidies 
when buying insurance. The federal government pays for those subsidies.

According to the Migration Policy Institute, a nonpartisan immigration think tank, 57% of U.S. immigrants 
had private health insurance in 2017, compared with 69% of U.S.-born, and 30% had public health insur-
ance coverage, compared with 36% of native-born.

The uninsured rate for immigrants dropped from 32% to 20% from 2013 to 2017, since the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care Act, according to Migration Policy.

There are about 1.1 million people who obtain green cards each year.
“Countless thousands across the country can breathe a sigh of relief today because the court recognized 

the urgent and irreparable harm that would have been inflicted” without the hold, said Jesse Bless, direc-
tor of federal litigation at the American Immigration Lawyers Association.

Earlier this year, the administration made sweeping changes to regulations that would deny green cards 
to immigrants who use some forms of public assistance, but the courts have blocked that measure.

UK leader Boris Johnson sorry for missing Brexit deadline
By GREGORY KATZ Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Britain’s election campaign heated up Sunday with Prime Minister Boris Johnson saying 
he would apologize to Conservatives for failing to take the U.K. out of the European Union by Oct. 31 and 
Brexit Party leader Nigel Farage saying he won’t personally run for a seat in Parliament.

Johnson’s promise to have Britain leave the bloc by Oct. 31 had been the central plank in the party 
leadership competition that brought him to power in July.

He told Sky News on Sunday that it was a matter of “deep regret” that he failed to do so. Asked if he 
was sorry about missing the deadline, Johnson said: “Yes, absolutely.”

Johnson’s failure to deliver may cost him some backing from voters drawn to his fiery rhetoric on the 
need to finalize Brexit, including his famous statement that he would rather “die in a ditch” than seek 
another extension.

But his pledge to leave by Oct. 31 with or without a divorce deal was blocked by Parliament, which re-
quired him to seek a Brexit delay. The EU has granted a three-month Brexit extension until Jan. 31.

Johnson pushed hard for an early national election on Dec. 12 in which he hopes to get a more Brexit-
friendly Parliament that will — finally — pass his proposed deal with the EU.

He also said on Sunday that his government wouldn’t approve another legally binding referendum of 
independence for Scotland.

The campaign won’t officially begin until after Parliament is dissolved on Wednesday, and various party 
alliances are still being formed.

Farage, the leader of the Brexit Party, told the BBC that he can “serve the cause of Brexit” better by 
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traveling throughout Britain to support 600 Brexit Party candidates rather than by seeking a seat for himself.

“I don’t want to be in politics for the rest of my life,” he said.
Farage has failed in multiple attempts to win a seat in the British Parliament, although he has long been 

a member of the European Parliament, which he has used as a pulpit to criticize the EU.
He said it was difficult to back party candidates nationwide while trying to win over a local district.
Farage has vowed that his party will contest every seat in England, Scotland and Wales against the 

Conservatives unless Johnson drops his Brexit agreement, which Farage and his party think is worse than 
a no-deal Brexit.

But the Brexit Party hasn’t yet named its candidates and it’s not clear what kind of impact it will have.
All seats in the 650-seat House of Commons are up for grabs in the Dec. 12 election. Johnson’s Con-

servatives have an early lead in most opinion polls, but analysts say the election is unpredictable because 
Brexit cuts across traditional party loyalties.

The left-wing Labour Party is trying to expand the campaign focus from Brexit to include domestic politi-
cal issues such as schools, health care and Britain’s social inequities.

The centrist Liberal Democrats want to cancel Brexit and are trying to woo pro-EU supporters from both 
the Conservatives and Labour in Britain’s big cities and liberal university towns.

The party may enter a tactical alliance with smaller parties also opposed to Brexit.
___
Follow AP’s full coverage of Brexit and British politics at https://www.apnews.com/Brexit

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Monday, Nov. 4, the 308th day of 2019. There are 57 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Nov. 4, 1980, Republican Ronald Reagan won the White House as he defeated President Jimmy Carter 

by a strong margin.
On this date:
In 1862, inventor Richard J. Gatling received a U.S. patent for his rapid-fire Gatling gun.
In 1879, humorist Will Rogers was born in Oologah, Oklahoma.
In 1916, CBS newsman Walter Cronkite was born in Saint Joseph, Missouri.
In 1922, the entrance to King Tutankhamen’s tomb was discovered in Egypt.
In 1955, Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher Cy Young died in Newcomerstown, Ohio, at age 88.
In 1956, Soviet troops moved in to crush the Hungarian Revolution.
In 1979, the Iran hostage crisis began as militants stormed the United States Embassy in Tehran, seizing 

its occupants; for some of them, it was the start of 444 days of captivity.
In 1991, Ronald Reagan opened his presidential library in Simi Valley, California; attending were President 

George H.W. Bush and former Presidents Jimmy Carter, Gerald R. Ford and Richard Nixon — the first-ever 
gathering of five past and present U.S. chief executives.

In 1995, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by a right-wing Israeli minutes after at-
tending a festive peace rally.

In 2001, Hurricane Michelle roared across Cuba, forcing the government to shut down power for much 
of the communist island and evacuate 750,000 people. The Arizona Diamondbacks won their first World 
Series by beating the New York Yankees 3-2 in Game 7.

In 2007, King Tutankhamen’s face was unveiled for the first time to the public more than 3,000 years 
after the pharaoh was buried in his Egyptian tomb.

In 2008, Democrat Barack Obama was elected the first black president of the United States, defeating 
Republican John McCain. California voters approved Proposition 8, a constitutional amendment outlawing 
same-sex marriage, overturning a state Supreme Court decision that gave gay couples the right to wed 
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just months earlier.

Ten years ago: An Italian judge convicted 23 Americans in absentia along with two Italians in the kid-
napping of an Egyptian terror suspect, delivering the first legal convictions anywhere in the world against 
people involved in the CIA’s extraordinary renditions program. The New York Yankees won the World Series, 
beating the defending champion Philadelphia Phillies 7-3 in Game 6 behind Hideki Matsui’s record-tying 
six RBIs. Former NBA referee Tim Donaghy was released after serving most of a 15-month sentence in 
a gambling scandal.

Five years ago: Riding a powerful wave of voter discontent, resurgent Republicans captured control of 
the Senate and tightened their grip on the House during the 2014 elections. A Russian member of the 
Taliban made his first appearance in a federal court in Richmond, Virginia, marking the first time a military 
detainee from Afghanistan had been brought to the U.S. for trial. (In August 2015, a federal jury convicted 
Irek Hamidullin of planning and leading a Taliban attack on U.S. forces in Afghanistan; he was sentenced 
to life in prison.)

One year ago: Lelisa Desisa of Ethiopia and Mary Keitany of Kenya were the men’s and women’s win-
ners in the New York City Marathon, which organizers said had set a record for the most finishers of any 
marathon worldwide - 52,812. The Freddie Mercury biopic “Bohemian Rhapsody” collected $50 million in 
weekend ticket sales in the U.S. and Canada on its opening weekend, beating expectations.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Loretta Swit is 82. Rhythm-and-blues singer Harry Elston (Friends of Distinction) 
is 81. Blues singer Delbert McClinton is 79. Former first lady Laura Bush is 73. Actress Ivonne Coll is 72. 
Actress Markie Post is 69. Rock singer-musician Chris Difford (Squeeze) is 65. Country singer Kim Forester 
(The Forester Sisters) is 59. Actress-comedian Kathy Griffin is 59. Actor Ralph Macchio is 58. “Survivor” 
host Jeff Probst is 58. Saxophonist Tim Burton is 56. Actor Matthew McConaughey is 50. Rapper-producer 
Sean “Puffy” Combs is 50. Talk show host Bethenny Frankel is 49. Actor Anthony Ruivivar is 49. Soul/jazz 
singer Gregory Porter is 48. Rhythm-and-blues singer Shawn Rivera (Az Yet) is 48. Celebrity chef Curtis 
Stone is 44. Actress Heather Tom is 44. Rhythm-and-blues/gospel singer George Huff is 39. Actress Emme 
Rylan is 39. Actor Chris Greene (Film: “Loving”) is 37.

Thought for Today: “A boy becomes an adult three years before his parents think he does, and about 
two years after he thinks he does.” — Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Selective Service director (1893-1977).

Copyright 2019, The Associated Press. All rights reserved.


