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The author returns to polish
up his drum cadence

Trevor Osborne wrote Langford’s drum cadence in 1965. Over the years, it has lost a little 
bit of its originality. Kelly Wieser, said that she invited the author back to Langford. “I wanted 
him to come back and help us polish it up and get it to its original version,” she said. 

Osborne accepted the invitation and was there on Wednesday, Aug. 28.  “I came out to 
listen to the summers and help get them ready for the marching season,” he said. “I really 
enjoyed working with the drum team. They’re a great bunch of kids.”

Osborne retired from Langford in 1997 as the band director, the athletic director and high 
school principal. During the last year, Wieser came on board to be the choir director which 
Osborne had also done up to that point. Wieser had the opportunity to work under Osborne 
for that year and he said, “I felt really good handing the music reigns over to Kelly when I 
retired. She has really done a great job keeping up the tradition of great music in Langford.

He said that they worked on the counting and getting the cadence back in original condi-
tion. He said that he will be going back to Langford a second time to listen and to make sure 
the improvements are correct. 

The new music room addition recently built really impressed Osborne. “The new music 
room is really nice. I’m impressed with it,” he said. 

Langford has won many award over the years and that is with the help of the community. 
Osborne said, “Langford is a very supportive community when it comes to school activities 
. . . the best!”

The students in the picture are Rebecca Hanson, Ashley Gustafson and Ady 
Dwight. Terry Osborne came to Langford as a guest clinician for their percussion-
ists today. He wrote the Langford drum cadence in 1965 and was invited back to 
help polish it up and get it to its original version. The girls pictured are just a few 
of the students that he worked with. (Photo from Kelly Wieser’s Facebook Page)

Legacy Healthcare 
providing support for 

Avantara Groton
Legacy Healthcare 

has taken over the 
Groton long term care 
facility and according 
to interim administra-
tor, Tiffany Schlomer, 
“they’ve been fantas-
tic.”

According to the 
Legac y  webs i te , 
“Legacy Healthcare 
is a leading provider 
of outstanding resi-
dential health care 
consulting services. 
Headquartered in 
Skokie, Illinois, we 
currently service 48 
facilities across 4 
states.” Avantara Groton is part of their “col-
lection.”

There has been uncertainty among the 
long term care facilities across South Dakota, 
including the Groton facility. But things have 
been on the upswing. 

Schlomer is a Transitional Specialist with 
Legacy. Her husband, Stuart, is the manager 
of the Oahe Hills Country Club in Mobridge. 
Tiffany is a licensed nursing home adminis-
trator, which, under federal law, is required to 
manage a long term care facility. 

Legacy has already invested in the Groton 
facility, according to Schlomer. “I love the new 
IT upgrades,” she said, “and new uniforms are 
coming.” One thing about the Avantara group 
is that they are colored coordinated to purple 
and gray. There also has been a building as-
sessment done on the needs of the facility. 
“Unofficially, new flooring is on the list,” she 
said.

During the transition to Legacy, Schlomer 
said that there has been a lot of training and 
forms that need to be filled out. “We have 
had nothing but good things with Legacy,” she 
said. “They answer the phone, they provide re-
sources — they’re just wonderful to work with.”

Schlomer announced that Jackie Thorson 
has been promoted to Director of Nursing in 
Groton. Thorson has been working at the facil-
ity for six years. 

No grass grows under Schlomer’s feet even 
in her position in Groton. Even while the inter-
view, she was responding to text messages, 
answering e-mails and setting up appoint-
ments. “It’s very busy out here,” she said. “The 
best part of this job is that I get to put a smile 
on someone’s face and to brighten their day.”

Legacy is also community orientated. 
Schlomer said that Legacy will be making a 
donation to the school and will be donating 
supplies as well. 

Tiffany Schlomer
Interim Administrator

Avantara Groton

Garcia begins as new Groton Police Officer
Tony Garcia has started as the new police officer in Groton. He officially started September 1.
Garcia completes a circle of venue, starting in Groton in 2010, leaving in 2013 and now 

coming back back.
He is from Hutchinson, Minn., and served in the Army National Guard in Minnesota. We 

worked for a construction company out of Minnesota, building the grain silos for South Dakota 
Wheat Growers near Andover. He helped with the slip form for the 
concrete silos 140 feet in the air. He started working there around 
2010 and while working there, he and his family lived in Groton. After 
his work on the silos, they remained in Groton where he worked at 
Poet. He was also a firefighter and a first responder.

“I always wanted to get into law enforcement,” Garcia said. Under 
state law, if you have a department sponsor you, you can attend 
the law academy. A position opened up in Groton, but he was not 

- Paul Kosel

Tony Garcia
Groton Police Officer

- Paul Kosel

offered the position at the time as he did not have any experience. The Webster Police Department hired him and 
they then moved to Webster in 2013. From there, he was a deputy for Marshall County, worked at the Madison Police 
Department as during the past four months, he was a canine officer in Flandreau with a dog named Tusox. Then 
the job opening in Groton came up again. “We always wanted to come back to Groton,” he said. “The kids love it 
here - the school is great - the community has made it feel like home.” 

His wife, Melissa, will be a CNA at Avantara Groton. She was a CNA when they first lived in Groton when it was 
the Golden Living Center. Their children are Marcos, a sophomore; Nathalia, a freshman; Anthony Jr., a fifth grader; 
and Michael is four years old.

Garcia is also a taser instructor, a certified court translator and a certified rescue diver. “When Groton offered the 
job to me, I didn’t think twice. It’s good to be back here.”

- Paul Kosel



Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
9/7 to 9/9  Art of Racing in the Rain, PG

9/14 to 9/16  Angry Birds 2, PG
9/21 to 9/23  Overcomer, PG
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Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

The Groton Independent

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine 
Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!

Midwest 
Masonry & 

New or Replaced Sidewalk
Block Walls ~ Egress Windows

Driveway ~ Garage Floors ~ Basement Floors
Stone and Brick Work

605/397-8383Call for a free 
quote

21 N Main, Groton 605/397-NEWS (6397)
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher  paperpaul@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager  office@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.net
Deadline to submit items: Noon Monday]Yearly Subscription Rates: 12 Month Rate: $39 (includes tax)
The Groton Independent (USPS# 230-440) is published weekly with its periodicals postage paid at  Groton, SD.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Groton Independent, PO Box 34, Groton, SD 57445

 

Classifieds
 and Card of Thanks

The following rates are for Classifieds pub-
lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445Former HS Building in Conde

Will accept any bicycle 
and parts unwanted AUCTIONS

STURGIS AUCTIONS ONLINE, LLC. Special-
izing in Real Estate, Equipment and Liquidation 
Live and Online Auctions. Sell and Bid with us! 
SturgisAuctions.com! 605-347-6950 Auctions@
SturgisSD.com_________________________________

OCTOBER 2, LAND AUCTION: 2,089 Acres 
Absolute, Rapid City/Black Hills, two running 
creeks, dams, wells, springs, deer, meadows, 
crops, hay, 306x134 Barn. 605-685-4556, 605-
798-2525 www.PiroutekAuction.com

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED:  PUBLIC WORKS.  The City 

of Onida is seeking a public works employee.  
Full Time, with benefits.   Salary is DOQ.  City 
of Onida 605-258-2441. _________________________________

FULL-TIME REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER at 
Huron Plainsman. Write on a wide variety of 
topics, to include Sports. Pagination beneficial. 
Send resume to cnettinga@plainsman.com._________________________________

MCCOOK COUNTY EMS: Seeking full-time 
Paramedic. Salary DOE, health insurance 
provided, must live in Salem. Resume: Box 
309, Salem, SD 57058, FAX 605-425-2555, 
mcems2@triotel.net

LAND AUCTIONS
LAND AUCTION: September 13th 1pm at 

farm 160 acres mostly crop ground in NW 
Hanson county near Fulton. Visit  www.tota-
laar.com for info or call 605-274-6500. Andy 
Harr Auctioneer/Broker. Total Auctions and 
Real Estate.

NOTICES
St. John’s Lutheran Church is having its 

annual soup, sandwich, and pie luncheon 
($2.00 each) on Thursday, September 
12th, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. along with 
crafts and a bake sale._________________________________

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call 
the Independent at 605-397-6397 for details.
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Corn shelling demonstration
Massey Harris equipment is featured in the Toy Chest Building

Quilt program Saturday at 10:30am

Lady Netters hand Ipswich first loss
Groton Area’s volleyball team handed Ipswich its first 

loss of the season while upping its record to 2-0 with a 
3-0 win. The match was played Tuesday at Ipswich and 
was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Da-
kota Risk Management.

Groton won the first game, 25-19. After the game was 
tied at one, Groton took control and led by as many as 
10 points at 19-9. Ipswich started to rally at the end of 
the game but Eliza Wanner hit the game winning kill for 
the win. Nicole Marzahn had three kills and two assisted 
blocks to led the Tigers in that game. Other adding to 
the score were Wanner with two kills, Indigo Rogers had 
a kill, Kaylin Kucker had a kill

The second game was tied five times with Groton hold-
ing the edge throughout most of the game. It was tied 
at 15 before Groton went on a four point run to take a 
19-15 lead. Groton led, 23-18, when once again, Ipswich 
cut the lead down and it was a one-point game at 24-
23. Eliza Wanner, once again, hit the game winning kill 

for the 25-23 win. Marzahn had 
five kills while Madeline Fliehs 
and Eliza Wanner each had two 
kills, Indigo Rogers had two kills 
and an ace serve and adding one 
kill each were Payton Colestock, 
Madeline Fliehs and Kaylin Kucker, 
Tadyn Glover had an ace serve and assisting on blocks 
were Fliehs and Stella Meier.

Ipswich had the early lead in the third set and Groton 
was not able to tie the game until the score hit 13. It was 
tied twice before Groton captured the lead, 15-14. Groton 
opened up a six point lead, 22-18, and Stella Meier had 
the game winning kill. Indigo Rogers and Stella Meier 
each had two kills, Marzahn, Wanner and Kucker each 
had a kill, Fliehs had a block and Colestock had two ace 
serves in the third game.

 Ipswich had more ace serves, 7-4, with Chesney Ol-
ivier and Halle Heinz of Ipswich and Payton Colestock of 
Groton each having three and Tadyn Glover added one 
ace serve.

Groton Area had more assists, 28-21, with Kucker having 
20 for Groton and Heinz 11 for Ipswich.

Groton had 32 kills compared to 21 for Ipswich with 
Marzahn having 12, Fliehs seven and Wanner five. Heinz 
led Ipswich with six. In blocks, Groton Area had more more, 5-4, with Fliehs having three as-
sisted blocks and Marzahn having two. Groton Area led in digs, 87-74, with Wanner having 27 
for Groton and Colestock 19 while Ipswich was led by Olivier with 25 and Lindsey Grabowski 
with 11.

Groton won the junior varsity match, 26-16 and 25-16, and Groton also won the C match, 
25-23 and 25-12. Groton Area won both junior high matches.

Groton is now 2-0 on the season.
- Paul Kosel

Kaylin Kucker
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Nicole Marzahn
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Indigo Rogers
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Payton Colestock
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Eliza Wanner
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Tadyn Glover
(Photo by Jeslyn Kosel)

Groton Area Coach Chelsea Hanson and Ipswich Coach Trent 
Osborne give their lineups to the officials prior to the game 
Tuesday in Ipswich. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Groton City
Hamilton Variance

Notice
NOTICE OF VARIANCE HEAR-

ING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT The Groton Planning & 
Zoning Commission will be hold-
ing a public hearing on Septem-
ber 23, 2019 at 6:00pm CDT at 
City Hall, 209 N Main, Groton, 
SD for a variance of Chapter 
11, Section 11.0106 of the 
Groton Zoning Ordinance. This 
application was made by Doug 
Hamilton, 411 N 4th St, Groton, 

SD, for the reduction in side yard 
to be less than 7 feet to move in 
a storage building on property 
legally described as 1st Addition, 
Block 27, Lot 12. A variance is 
required for the reduction in 
required minimum side yard size 
in a Residential (R-3) District.

Any person wishing to present 
testimony for or against this vari-
ance may appear in person or by 
representative at the above time 
and place.

Hope Block
Zoning Administrator
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $8.62. 17981

Latex and 
Mylar

Balloons
Groton Daily
Independent
21 N Main

605-397-NEWS 
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By: Bart Pfankuch
The prairies and rolling hills of South Dakota 

will soon become dotted with wind turbines 
after the approval of eight major wind-energy 
projects that will bring 700 more turbines and 
an investment of $2.6 billion in the state by 
the end of 2020.

Two other projects now in the regulatory ap-
proval process would bring 188 more turbines 
and another $640 million in investments to the 
state, bringing the total of new turbines to 888 
and the investment by energy companies to 
$3.26 billion.

The rapid expansion of wind energy will 
reach across the state, with the majority of 
new turbines targeted for the northeast cor-
ner, but with other projects planned in Hand 
and Hyde counties in the center of the state 
and one 45-turbine project now under con-
struction near Newell in Butte County in the 
far northwest.

Just two years ago, despite being home 
to the third-most-active winds in the nation, 
South Dakota ranked No. 19 for wind-energy 
production among the 50 states, with 15 wind 
farms and a total of 584 turbines able to gen-
erate 1,014 megawatts of electricity.

New national ranking data is not yet avail-
able, but the approved and docketed projects 
would raise the total of wind farms to 25 and 
nearly triple the number of wind towers in 
the state. The electricity-production capacity 
would rise to more than 3,600 megawatts. 
Though it is variable, one megawatt of elec-
tricity can power about 1,000 homes; South 
Dakota ranks third in the nation for the num-
ber of homes, about 300,000, that are pow-
ered by wind energy.

Any new energy project is subject to ex-
tensive review and typically draws significant 
opposition. Most of the new wind farms ap-
proved for construction in South Dakota faced 
questions by neighbors about the impacts of 
500-foot tall towers, noise and light flicker 
from rotors that operate in a 380-foot diam-
eter, and the potential effects on property 
values and local birds and wildlife.

Those who support renewable energy and 
the economic benefits of new industry, how-
ever, are exuberant over the spate of new 
wind farms approved for construction. The 
eight project approvals all came between June 
2018 and July 2019.

“For rural South Dakota, this is an awesome 
boom,” said Steven Wegman of the South Da-
kota Renewable Energy Association. “No one 
ever spent $300 million in Codington County 

Wind energy expansion in S.D. to bring 
888 more turbines, $3.3 billion investment

in a construction season.”
Landowners, local governments and schools 

will all see significant financial benefits from 
the projects. One wind farm approved in Clark 
County, the Crocker Wind Farm, will pay lease-
holders $46 million over the next 20 years, 
according to documents filed by developer 
Geronimo Energy. That project, which includes 
up to 120 turbines and an expected investment 
of $600 million, will also create 10-20 full-time 
jobs, support a “community fund” of $1.6 mil-
lion, and generate $36 million in tax revenues 
for the state, county, township and local 
schools in its first two decades of operation.

Many people who travel on Interstate 90 
across South Dakota have undoubtedly ob-
tained an up-close view of the ongoing expan-
sion of wind energy in the state after a pair of 
small wind farms came online last year. The 
Aurora Wind Farm, with nine turbines, began 
generating electricity in Aurora County south 
of the interstate in October 2018.

That same month, the Brule Wind Farm be-
gan generating electricity with nine turbines 
that are clearly visible south of the interstate 
near Kimball. Those projects were the only sig-
nificant wind farms to begin operation in South 
Dakota from January 2016 to October 2018.

Stage is set for wind 
energy in S.D.

Several factors have led to the rapid expan-
sion of wind-energy projects since then.

Wind-energy developers are rushing to bring 
projects online as quickly as possible to obtain 
the significant financial benefits of the Renew-
able Electricity Production Tax Credit for new 
wind projects. The U.S. Congress has voted 
to begin phasing out those credits starting 
in 2020 and ending in 2025. The 10-year tax 
credit remains a major driver of new wind 
projects across the United States.

NEARLY 900 MORE 
WIND TURBINES 
COMING TO S.D.

Here is a glance at the eight wind-energy 
projects that received approval for construc-
tion in South Dakota from the Public Utilities 
Commission between June 2018 and July 
2019, along with two others (**) now under 
consideration. Projects are listed chronologi-
cally by approval date and with location county 
or counties. Most projects have a completion 
date of sometime in 2020, though some may 
be completed in late 2019.

Crocker Wind Farm
Clark County, 120 turbines, 400 MW, $600 

million
Dakota Range Wind Project

Grant/Codington, 72 turbines, 302 MW, $380 
million

Prevailing Wind Park
Bon Homme/Charles Mix/Hutchinson, 61 

turbines, 220 MW, $100 million
Dakota Range III

Grant/Roberts, 42 turbines, 151 MW, $200 
million

Deuel Harvest North Wind Farm
Deuel, 112 turbines, 310 MW, $400 million

Crowned Ridge Wind Farm
Grant/Codington, 130 turbines, 300 MW, 

$400 million
Triple H Wind Project

Hyde, 92 turbines, 251 MW, $300 million
Sweetland Wind Farm

Hand, 71 turbines, 200 MW, $240 Million
Crowned Ridge II**

Codington/Deuel/Grant, 132 turbines, 301 
MW, $425 million

Tatanka Ridge**
Deuel, 56 turbines, 155 MW, $216 million

Totals: 888 turbines, 2,590 MW, $3.26 billion

Notes: Information from S.D. PUC; project costs may include 
construction, taxes and landowner payments; megawatt listing is 
for maximum electricity-generation capacity. Projects with asterisks 
(**) are now under consideration by the PUC.

Construction crews work on turbine 
construction for the Buffalo Ridge Wind 
Farm in Deuel and Brookings counties. 
South Dakota will soon be home to 
hundreds more wind towers across the 
state. Photo: Courtesy of Steven Wegman

The rush to obtain the full value of those 
tax credits has dovetailed with the recent 
completion of two 345-kilovolt power lines 
that created new capacity to move electricity 
produced in South Dakota and North Dakota to 
markets in neighboring states, particularly to 
the energy-hungry metroplex of Minneapolis. 
The two new lines now extend from Ellendale, 
N.D., to Brookings, S.D., and can then carry 
energy on a separate line to the Twin Cities 
area.

In advance of those projects, South Dakota 
lawmakers in 2015 approved a measure to 
reduce the state tax on production of each 
kilowatt of wind energy by roughly a third.

The other factors driving the wind-energy 
expansion are an increased push by many 
states to encourage or require further usage 
of energy from renewable resources, and a 
dramatic decrease in the cost of harnessing 
wind energy. In the early 2010s, it cost energy 
companies about $3,500 to build turbines and 
machinery to harness a kilowatt of electricity. 
Due to advancements in design and matura-
tion of the industry, that cost has fallen below 
$2,000 per kilowatt of capacity, Wegman said.

In recent years, South Dakota lawmakers 
and officials have tried to lure wind-energy 
companies to the state, where the wind blows 
at full capacity about 40% of the time, the 
third-highest rate in the nation. Suddenly, the 
state has the full attention of energy compa-

Groton Area School 
Receives Wind Money
We receive approximately $170,000 

per year each May through Day County 
for the wind towers that are located 
in our school district south of Ando-
ver.  They are supposed to be building 
another wind farm to be completed in 
2023.  I am not sure how that has been 
progressing or even how much new rev-
enue there will be for our school district, 
but the power generated will tie into the 
Generation Station in Groton.  On a side 
note, this is one of those “other revenue 
sources” that the State skims from us 
and gives to other school districts.  As 
a result we no longer receive monthly 
state aid.

- Mike Weber, Groton Area Business Manager
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nies that see South Dakota as a viable place 
to make money off the wind.

“It’s about time; we’ve been in the wading 
pool for a long time, and now the tide has 
come in,” said Wegman. “A lot of small towns 
and counties and townships are going to get 
an economic boost that they’ve never, ever 
had since South Dakota became a state.”

Arduous, imperfect 
approval process

The approval process for new wind farms is 
arduous and can take years and cost energy 
companies several million dollars in up-front 
costs.

Eight major wind projects were approved in 
a 13-month period by the South Dakota Public 
Utilities Commission, an incredible pace for the 
three-member elected board that reviews and 
rules on energy-construction projects and also 
regulates utility rates.

For regulators, the past 15 months have 
been a whirlwind of reviewing construction 
plans and siting documents and sifting through 
arguments both for and against the projects, 
said Gary Hanson, chair of the PUC.

Hanson said a legislative change last year 
that granted regulators nine months instead 
of six months to consider energy projects 
helped the agency but did not totally alleviate 
the feeling of being rushed.

“There’s a lot of adjectives to describe it, 
some of them good and some of them bad,” 
Hanson said. “It’s been very hectic with wind 
development, and to have all those projects 
on top of each other is like having five kids in 
college at the same time.”

Hanson said the PUC, the developers and 
local officials and residents have worked hard 
to reduce the impacts of the wind farms and 
turbines.

Several of the approved projects have doz-
ens of conditions placed upon developers in 
response to concerns or complaints levied by 
local officials and neighbors of the projects. 
Counties where wind farms will be built have 
control over some siting issues, including the 
critical matter of setbacks that determine how 
close towers can be to roads, neighboring 
homes or municipal boundaries.

Hanson said the PUC tries to develop prec-
edents that can guide developers and locals 
in how to approach contentious issues. Han-
son said no process is perfect and that he 
understands that some people don’t want a 
wind tower in their neighborhood. He said the 
PUC is bound to follow state laws and regu-
lations and that if a developer meets all the 
requirements, the PUC is bound to approve a 
qualifying project.

For example, Hanson said the PUC approved 
the Brule wind farm even though he now feels 
that the towers are too close to I-90, which 
he said was a county and not a state decision.

“It’s not always the way we want it,” Hanson 
said. “We may love something or we may hate 
something, but in the end we have to vote 
based on what the law tells us to do.”

These wind towers are part of the 
state's first wind farm built south of 
Highmore in Hyde County in 2003. These 
older towers are 213 feet tall, while 
modern towers now being built are often 
more than double that height. Photo: Bart 

Pfankuch, South Dakota News Watch

Hanson said the big burst of new wind proj-
ects may have subsided. But Hanson said he 
has heard that more projects are in the discus-
sion stage and that he expects the PUC may 
soon place more wind farms on its docket of 
projects to review.

Wind energy brings 
economic benefits

There is no guarantee that all of the ap-
proved or docketed projects will be built, as 
some projects can change hands or suffer 
from capital deficits, but those who know 
the wind industry believe most South Dakota 
projects are likely to move forward. Also in 
question is whether energy firms will use 
South Dakota contractors and suppliers to 
support construction and maintenance of the 
wind farms.

However, the rapid growth in wind-energy 
production is welcome news for the eight 
South Dakota companies that provide equip-
ment, support and maintenance services to 
wind-energy developers and operators, said 
Mike Sherman, president of Renew Energy 
Maintenance in Sioux Falls.

“It definitely benefits our company and cre-
ates opportunities for us to add employees,” 
Sherman said.

Renew aids in construction of wind-energy 
projects but mostly on a smaller scale than 
the size of the wind farms coming to South 
Dakota, Sherman said. But after the South 
Dakota projects are up and running, Renew 
may see a financial and employment boost by 
providing maintenance services.

“We don’t do a lot of new construction work, 
but we travel all over North America doing 
maintenance,” Sherman said. “For us, it’s nice 
to be finally be able to do work in our home 
state.”

Renew is often called on to help wind-energy 
companies to perform quality-control efforts 
and reduce continuing costs of operation, 
Sherman said.

Renew, which now has about 260 employ-
ees, operates from offices on East River Ridge 
Place just northeast of the intersection of 26th 
Street and Interstate 229 in Sioux Falls.

Even with the rush of new wind projects, 
finding new employees may be a challenge, 
however. Like many technology-based firms 
in South Dakota, Renew has a hard time 
recruiting qualified workers. Sherman said 
the company has a representative on the ad-
visory board at both Mitchell and Lake Area 
technical institutes in its efforts to cultivate 
its workforce.

“With the economy being good right now, if 
we could find the right people, we could hire 
another 30 to 40 employees today,” he said.

Sherman said the projects should also pro-

vide a big boost to rural counties across the 
state.

“It’s absolutely good news and a real big 
boost to local economies,” Sherman said. “It 
creates jobs in rural areas and significant tax 
benefits that come to the counties though 
construction and operations.”

Even though the projects will generate sig-
nificant property taxes for several rural coun-
ties in South Dakota, not all local officials are 
excited about the wind farms.

Deuel County Commission Chair Steve Rhody 
said he is reserving judgment on the poten-
tial long-term outcomes of the Deuel Harvest 
North Wind Farm, which has been approved 
to build up to 112 turbines in the eastern side 
of the county by 2020.

According to filings with the state by develop-
er Invenergy, the project will cost $400 million 
to build, create 400 temporary and 15 perma-
nent jobs, generate $87 million in payments 
to landowners and result in $40 million in tax 
payments to state and local governments over 
the 30-year life of the project. The company 
predicts it will pay $23 million in wages and 
benefits to local employees during that time.

Deuel Harvest is one of two new wind-
energy projects that may be partially or fully 
sited within Deuel County in the coming years.

Rhody said that outside of those who will 
receive lease payments, the project was not 
supported by many residents of the county, 
including several who testified against it during 
public hearings.

“I know that we will make more money,” 
Rhody said. “But it’s not going to be all good. 
They’re going to wreck some roads and it’s go-
ing to be really busy until it gets totally built.”

Rhody said he understands that the wind 
projects are seen as a benefit to the state, and 
that state economic officials are excited about 
the potential windfalls.

“They’ve been going wild over it, but of 
course, they aren’t living underneath them,” 
Rhody said. “Lots of people who are opposed 
to them, and I’m kind of reserving judgment,” 
he said. “Time will tell how it turns out.”

About Bart Pfankuch
Bart Pfankuch, Rapid City, S.D., is an inves-

tigative reporter for 
South Dakota News 
Watch. A Wisconsin 
native, he is a former 
editor of the Rapid 
City Journal. Bart has 
spent almost 30 years  
as a reporter and edi-
tor.



We need our farmers.
We need them physically strong. We need them mentally strong.

Northeastern Mental Health Center is now offering counseling 
services for farmers and their families-at no cost.

 With the current state of the industry, we understand that farm families 
can feel overwhelmed in times of stress, instability, and uncertainty. 

We’re here to help.

Call 605-225-1010 for more information.
NoNortheastern Mental Health Center services the counties of Brown, Campbell, Day, 

Edmunds, Faulk, Marshall, McPherson, Potter, Spink and Walworth.
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Brown County
Aug. 27, 2019

Meeting Minutes
AUGUST 27, 2019 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Fjeldheim at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present were 
Commissioners Feickert, Sutton, 
Wiese, and Kippley.  Commis-
sioner Kippley led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

MINUTES: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Wiese to approve the General 
County Commission August 20, 
2019.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS:
Moved by Feickert seconded 

by Sutton to approve the follow-
ing claims:

Professional Fees: Agency for 
the Performing Arts $20,000.00; 
Bantz, Gosch & Cremer $297.72; 
Kristi Brandt $20.40; Cogley 
Law Office $7,142.86; Dohrer 
Law Office $7,142.86; Michelle 
Gaikowski $37.40; GovCon-
nection $2,557.73; Haar Law 
Office $7,164.06; Kuck Law Of-
fice $7,213.46; Jerald McNeary 
$7,142.86; Medical Waste 
Transport $231.10; Redwood 
Mediation Services $140.70; Ro-
meo Entertainment $1,092.50; 
Christy Griffin-Serr Law Office 
$7,142.86; Taliaferro Law Firm 
$7,142.86; Todd Armstrong 
Carnival $10,351.00;  US Bank 
$680.00; Randy Woehl $100.00.
Publishing: Aberdeen American 
News $2,227.18; Groton Inde-
pendent $882.25; Ingstad Family 
Media $1,940.00; SD Magazine 
$300.00; US Bank $179.17. 
Rental: Brick’s Roto-Rooter 
$1,060.00; DMI $1,300.00. 
Repairs & Maintenance: Ace 
Refrigeration $173.40; Dakota 
Electronics $15.00; Graham 
Tire $60.91; HF Jacobs & Son 
Construction $9,921.65; Inter-
state Powersystems $18.25; 
Jensen Rock & Sand $56,214.31; 
Matador Detailing $519.00; 
Sherwin Williams $514.04; US 
Bank $317.99. Supplies: Ameri-
can Business Forms $974.88; 
Animal Care Clinic $95.00; 
Dawn Breedlove $81.24; Cart-
ney Bearing $18.06; Cash-Wa 
$48.70; Dakota Electronics 
$3,222.76; DSG $1,879.41; 
Domino’s Pizza $88.39; Kristie 
Erickson $27.92; Paula Fog-
arty $38.39; Geffdog $1,939.82; 
GovConnection $383.00; Grafix 
Shoppe $786.46; Heartland 
Paper $815.97; HF Jacobs & 
Son Construction $2,068.51; 
Hitch ‘n’ Post $150.00; Jen-
sen Rock & Sand $85,147.16; 
Christeen Krahl $53.24; Parker 
Kroll $295.50; Leidholdt Tool 
Sales $165.98; Marco $19.31; 
Matador Detailing $75.00; Me-
nards $2,338.65; Midstates 

Printing $4,450.22; Suzanne 
Moen $369.15; Newman Signs 
$1,814.37; Pantorium Clean-
ers $70.00; Premier Biotech 
$1,037.91; Professional Mgmt. 
Services $900.00; Rixstine Tro-
phy Co. $190.34; Sander’s Sew 
‘n’ Vac $99.96; SDSU Exten-
sion $175.00; Sherwin Williams 
$456.78; Stan Houston Equip. 
$2,076.90; Ultimate Graphics 
$260.00; US Bank $15,224.32. 
Travel & Conference: McKen-
zie Bierman $51.63; City of 
Groton $126.90; Kathy Fischer 
$339.22; Joe Kraft $200.00; 
Barry Kusler $339.22; Rus-
sell Metz $333.22; Mike Rus-
sell $170.14; Eden Schanzen-
bach $23.64; Sarah Swenson 
$339.22; SDACC $1,480.00; US 
Bank $2,078.36; Randy Woehl 
$191.76.Utilities: CenturyLink 
$222.08; Dependable Sanitation 
$165.00; Montana Dakota Utili-
ties $28.89; NWPS $1,254.89; 
US Bank $1,164.40. Other: Pizza 
Ranch $76.45. All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

HR REPORT:
Moved by Wiese seconded 

by Sutton to approve the fol-
lowing HR Office Report, which 
includes the following personnel 
changes: Acknowledge resigna-
tion of Emmanuel Oseguera, 
full-time correctional officer for 
the Brown County jail and ap-
prove request to fill vacancy. 
Acknowledge military leave of 
absence effective September 1, 
2019, for the following employ-
ees: Nate Smith (Sheriff Deputy), 
Aaron Walberg (Veteran Service 
Officer), Joe Craft (appraiser) 
and Ryan McClain (Correctional 
Officer). Approve Request to fill 
vacancy for Correctional Officer 
on military leave. Approve hiring 
of Melinda Johnson as full-time 
deputy at the Register of Deeds 
effective September 11, 2019, @ 
$15.39 per hour. 

Approve hiring Jeremy Batista 
temporary full-time night Shift 
Sergeant for Brown County jail 
at an additional $2 per hour, ef-
fective August 27, 2019. Approve 
hiring Christina Krahl as full-time 
day shift Sergeant for Brown 
County jail at an additional $2 
per hour, effective August 27, 
2019 

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion Carried.

FAIR CONTRACTS: 
Moved by Kippley, seconded 

by Sutton to approve the fol-
lowing fair contracts:  Trashed 
at Aplebee’s (entertainment) 
@ $675; Ron Breedlove (4H 
judge) @ $40; Nancy Klungseth 
(4H judge) @ $40; Jordyn Vold 
(4H judge) @ $40; Rhonda May 
(4H judge) @ $40; Jefferson 
Keller (4H judge) @ $150.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

AUDITOR’S REPORT OF AC-
COUNT: 

Moved by Kippley, seconded 
by Wiese to approve the July 

2019 Auditor’s Report of Account 
with the County Treasurer in the 
total amount of $ 11,751,262.86 
(total amount of actual cash 
@ $4,148.72, Cash items (Bad 
Checks @ $851.28, US Bank 
@ $866,242.34, Dacotah Bank 
@ $3,683791.44 Petty Cash/
Change Funds @ $2,600, Fund 
Investments @ $7,193629.08).  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion Carried.  

LEASES: 
Moved by Wiese, seconded by 

Kippley to approve the following 
leases: Brooke Lesher for lease 
of Club House October 5, 2019; 
Aberdeen Humane Society for 
lease of Club House September 
21, 2019; 3M Corporation for 
lease of Holum Expo Building 
September 7, 2019.  All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
Carried. 

LEGAL ASSIGNMENT:
Moved by Wiese, seconded by 

Kippley to approve and authorize 
chair sign document to assign 
claim against an individual to 
the Credit Collection Bureau for 
the purpose of collecting a lien.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND - 
JDAI GRANT: 

Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Wiese to set hearing date 
and authorize advertising for 
special revenue fund.  Hearing 
scheduled for September 24, 
2019, @ 8:53a.m. at the Brown 
County Courthouse Commission 
Chambers, courthouse annex.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

SET HEARING DATE - ORDI-
NANCES: 

Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Kippley to set hearing dates for 
the following ordinance rezones:

Ordinance 145 – September 
24 8:50 AM -  applicant Kurt 
Pigors to rezone the following 
property from Chapter 4.06 
Agricultural Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 Mini-Ag 
District (M-AG): Lot 4, Block 1, 
“Richmond Heights Subdivision” 
in the E1/2 of Section 32-T124N-
R64W of the 5th P.M., Brown 
County, South Dakota (38377 
Richmond Heights Dr) Ordi-
nance 146 – September 24 8:50 
AM – applicant John Grebner to 
rezone the following property 
from Chapter 4.06 Agricultural 
Preservation District (AG-P) to 
Chapter 4.08 Residential District 
(R-1): 137” South of North 548’ 
of East 318’ NE1/4 of SE ¼ 
of Section 20-T123N-R63W of 
5th P.M., Brown County, South 
Dakota.  (1424 S Melgaard Rd) 
Ordinance 147 – September 
24 8:50 AM – applicant Jason 
Klootwyk to rezone the follow-
ing property from Chapter 4.06 
Agricultural Preservation District 
(AG-P) to Chapter 4.07 Mini-Ag 
District (M-AG): Lot 1, “Klootwyk 
Addition” in the NE1/4 of Section 
5-T123N-R62W of the 5th P.M., 

Brown County, South Dakota 
(39595 130th St). All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 

PLATS: 
Commissioner Wiese offered 

the following resolution: Resolu-
tion 42-19: Be it resolved by the 
board of County Commissioners 
of Brown County, South Dakota, 
that the plat showing Cully Conn 
Subdivision in the NW1/4 of Sec-
tion 5-T124N-R65W of the 5th 
p.m., Brown County, South Da-
kota, having been examined, is 
hereby approved in accordance 
with the provisions of SDCL 
11-3, and any amendments 
thereof.  Seconded by Commis-
sioner Sutton.  Roll call vote: 
Commissioners Feickert-aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Kippley-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  Resolution 
adopted. 

Commissioner Wiese offered 
the following resolution: Resolu-
tion 43-19: Be it resolved by the 
board of County Commissioners 
of Brown County, South Dakota, 
that the plat showing “Klootwyk 
Addition in the NE1/4 of Section 
5, Township 123 North, Range 
62 West of the 5th P.M., Brown 
County, South Dakota, having 
been examined is hereby ap-
proved in accordance with the 
provision of SDCL 1967, Chapter 
11-3, and any amendments 
thereof.  Seconded by Commis-
sioner Sutton.  Roll call vote: 
Commissioners Feickert-aye, 
Sutton-aye, Wiese-aye, Kippley-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye.  Resolution 
adopted.

DISINTERMENT PERMIT:
Moved by Kippley, seconded 

by Wiese to acknowledge and 
accept Notice of Disinterment 
Permit (St. Mary’s Catholic Cem-
etery to Woodlawn Cemetery) 
affecting Brown County from the 
SD Department of Health Vital 
Records.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 

QUIT CLAIM DEED: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Wiese to approve and autho-
rize the Chair sign Quit Claim 
Deed for the following property 
sold by tax deed on August 26, 
2019: North 48.5 feet of West 
8 feet of Lot 21, Block 39, West 
Aberdeen, according to the plat 
thereof record, Brown County 
South Dakota.  @ $100.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

RACE TRACK BIDS: 
Moved by Kippley, seconded 

by Feickert, to award bid to Mo-
tor Sports, LLC (Alan Neitzel) @ 
$18,000 per year.  Rejecting bid 
received from Nick Guthmiller 
Promotions (Nick Guthmiller) @ 
$11,250 per year. Award is a one 
year contract with four options 
to renew.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion Carried. 

MUSEUM 2020 BUDGET: 
Patricia Kendall (Museum 

Director) met to discuss 2020 
budget including closing the 
Granary and option for a full-time 
employee.  No action. 

APPLICATION FOR OCCU-
PANCY: 

Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Kippley to authorize the Chair 
sign application, submitted by 
Northern Electric Coop for occu-
pancy of Brown County Highway 
13 in section 2, township 123, 
range 64, Brown County, South 
Dakota for electric service.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

APPLICATION FOR OCCU-
PANCY: 

Moved by Wiese, seconded by 
Feickert to authorize the Chair 
sign application, submitted by 
East River Electric Power Coop, 
Inc for occupancy of Brown 
County Highway number 10, in 
section 11-12, township 121, 
range 64, Brown County, South 
Dakota for underground fiber 
optic cable  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 

APPLICATION FOR OCCU-
PANCY: 

Moved by Feickert, seconded 
by Sutton to authorize the Chair 
sign application, submitted by 
Northern Valley Communications 
for occupancy of Brown County 
Highway 9, section 11,14, town-
ship 125, Range 64, Brown 
County, South Dakota for tele-
communications.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 

APPLICATION FOR OCCU-
PANCY: 

Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Wiese to authorize the Chair 
sign application, submitted by  
Northern Valley Communica-
tions for occupancy of Brown 
County Highway 10, section 
11,12, township 125, range 64, 
Brown County, South Dakota for 
telecommunications.  Approval is 
to allow access on county road 
to boar under highway 10.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

HIGHWAY UPDATE: 
Dirk Rogers (highway su-

perintendent) met to discuss 
Volkswagon grant and gave 
department update. 

COUNTY BUILDINGS UPDATE: 
Judy Dosch, Building Superin-

tendent, met to discuss security 
glass for the Welfare Department 
and led lighting at the museum.  

LED LIGHTING – MUSEUM 
QUOTES: 

Moved by Sutton, seconded by 
Kippley to approve quote from 
LED Lighting upgrades at the 
museum from Jason’s Electric, 
Inc in the amount of $14,000.; 
rejecting quote from Dewley 
Electric in amount of $14,387.07.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Moved by Kippley, seconded 

by Wiese to go into executive 
session to discuss personnel per 
SDCL 1-25-2(1). All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried. The Chair declared the 
executive session closed with no 
action taken.

ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Kippley seconded 

by Sutton to adjourn the Brown 
County Commission.  All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

Cathy McNickle, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $123.71. 
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Groton City
Furman Variance

Notice
NOTICE OF VARIANCE HEAR-

ING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT The Groton Planning & 
Zoning Commission will be hold-
ing a public hearing on Septem-
ber 23, 2019 at 6:10pm CDT at 
City Hall, 209 N Main, Groton, 
SD for a variance of Chapter 9, 
Section 9.0106 of the Groton 
Zoning Ordinance. This applica-
tion was made by Dennis Fur-
man, 209 N 2nd St, Groton, SD, 
for the reduction in side yard to 
be less than 7 feet to move in a 
garden shed on property legally 
described as Original Addition, 
Block 10, Lot 17. A variance is 
required for the reduction in 
required minimum side yard size 
in a Residential (R-1) District.

Any person wishing to present 
testimony for or against this vari-
ance may appear in person or by 
representative at the above time 
and place.

Hope Block
Zoning Administrator
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $8.62. 17982

Columbia City
Sept. 3

Meeting Minutes
City of Columbia Council 

Meeting – September 3, 2019   
7:00 pm

CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 
7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL – Cara Dennert, 
Tyler Kampa, Cole Kampa, Co-
rey Mitchell, Trevor Meints, 
Ellen Harr

Community –Jeremy Dosch, 
Don Schutte

Corey Mitchell called the 
meeting to order.  Minutes were 
passed out from the August 
meeting.  Cole Kampa made a 
motion to accept the minutes 
as presented.  Trevor Meints 
seconded the motion.  All in 
favor – motion carried.

Warrant Vouchers: JVT – 
118.37; Northwestern Energy 
– 22.68 & 6.25; Runnings – 
78.57; GDI – 49.66; Jeremy 
Dosch – 419.98; Kelsie Ehres-
mann – 349.98; Cara Dennert – 
823.50; Brown County Treasurer 
– 647.08; Pinnacle Ag – 90.00; 
GCR Tires – 15.24

Trevor Meints made a motion 
to accept the vouchers as pre-
sented. Cole Kampa seconded 
the motion.  All in favor – motion 
carried.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS /
CORESPONDENCE – letters 
from SDML about upcoming 
conference& loss control credit 
notification; correspondence 
from Drew Johnson; rate struc-
ture letter from WEB; survey 
from RDO

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – We 
are working with our lawyer on 
the nuisance properties.  Some 
things are being taken care of.  
Corey will be in contact with 
Drew.  Don Schutte was pres-
ent and discussed what he had 
done to address violations.  He is 
getting historical plates for some 
of his cars.  He has complied so 
far with what was presented to 
him.  We will contact him by mail 
if there are further issues.

Streets – We are looking 
forward – prepping in the event 
there is another bad winter.  
There was talk of looking into 
purchasing a V-plow that would 
attach to the Bobcat.  We might 
be able to trade a single dozer 
that we do not use towards 
purchase.  The streets will be 
bladed in the next 30 days.  Wa-
ter level is still too high to work 
on the road by Carlsons.

Parks – The water level is still 
high.  The posts along the high-
way need to be pulled before 
new fencing is put in.  They will 
be working on the pumps in the 
park soon.

Lagoon/sewer – The river 
needs to go down in order for us 
to discharge.  October is usually 
the time that we do that.  Ellen 
may have to call Pierre and have 
them permit an emergency dis-
charge.  The lagoons shouldn’t 
be lower than 2 ft.  They are 
about 4ft. right now.

Rubble Site – Trevor is going 
to call Pierre and the Brown 
County office to let them know 
when we are going to burn the 
site.

NEW BUSINESS – There will 
be a special meeting on Tues-
day, September10th at 7pm 
to vacate an alley in town be-
tween Espanada/N. Lake Blvd & 
3rd/4th St.

FINANCIAL REPORT –Bank 
balances were presented. Ellen 
Harr made a motion to accept 
as presented. Trevor Meints 
seconded the motion.  All were 
in favor – motion carried.  

August 31, 2019 balanc-
es: SF - $135,080.48; GF – 
$132,623.77; FIT - $13,863.55; 
Cash on hand - $150.00

Ellen Harr made a motion to 
adjourn. Trevor Meints seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor – 
meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting – Special Meet-
ing regarding vacating alley set 
for Tuesday, September 10, 2019   
7:00 p.m.    

Next Regular City Meeting       
Tuesday, October 1, 2019 7:00 
p.m. 

Submitted by Cara Dennert, 
Finance Officer

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $35.26 
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Boys soccer team beats Vermillion; Vermillion girls win
Groton boys beat Vermillion 2-0 on Saturday.  The score was 0-0 at halftime. The Tigers had several shots on goal and kept it up to score 

2 second half. For the first goal Austin Jones beat the defense and scored with a nice assist from Piet Solling. The second goal was scored 
by Piet Solling on a penalty kick. Grady O'Neil had some great saves and all the boys played hard to secure a win.  Groton is now 3-1 on the 
season and will host Tea Area next Saturday at 1 p.m.

Vermillion won the girls game, 6-0. It was 1-0 at half time. Vermillion had 27 shots on goal with seven corners for Vermillion. Groton had 
four shots on goal with two corners. Coach Chris Kucker said, “The girls played very tough throughout the game.”

Piet Solling is pictured above getting the penalty kick which was good.
In the photo below left, Austin Jones’ kick went right over the defender’s hands 

for the goal. (Photos by Marjae Schinkel)

Isaac Smith
(Photo by Mindy Jones)

Emma Schinkel
(Photo by Marjae Schinkel)

Kenzie McInerney
(Photo by Tricia Keith)
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AVERA  
WELCOMES 

Elizabeth Dimitrievich, MD
OB/GYN
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“I deliver care centered on the whole individual. 
When considering treatment, I don’t look 
only at the health condition but at the entire 
person, where they are now and what they 
want to achieve.”

Look to Elizabeth Dimitrievich, MD, for expert 
obstetric and gynecological care for women 
of all ages. Count on her for a wide variety of 
women’s health services including well-woman 
exams, pre- and post-natal care, labor and 
delivery services, management of gynecological 
conditions and menopause symptoms and more. 

Avera Medical Group OB/GYN Aberdeen 
310 S. Penn Street, Suite 204 | Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-622-5470 | Avera.org/doctors
Schedule an appointment today.

Groton Senior Citizens
Groton Seniors met August 12. Fifteen members wer present. 

President opened with the flag pledge. Lee Schinkel played, “ What 
a friend we have in Jesus”. An invitation to a card party at the Golf 
Course in Groton September12. Lunch, dinner and dessert will be 
served. A charge of fifteen dollars. Reservations need to be made to 
go. Different card games are played.  Meeting adjourned and cards 
were played. The winners of the games. Pinochle- David Kleinsassor, 
Whist- Darlene Fischer, and Ella Johnson, Canasta - Belinda Nelson, 
door prizes, Darlene Fisher, Dick Donavon and Elda Stange.  

August 19 Seniors met with 17 members present. President led the 
flag pledge. Marilyn Thorsen and Don Darwin were chosen king and 
queen for Home coming parade. Cards were played. The winners 
of pinochle - David Kleinsassor, Canasta- Beulah Hoops and Marilyn 
Thorsen, Whist- Darlene Fischer and Ruby Donavon. Door prizes. Ruby 
Donavon , Eunice McColister, David Kleinsassor. Lunch was served by 
Darlene Fischer and Belinda Nelson. 

August 26. Groton Seniors had the flag pledge. Darelene Fischer 
made the motion to have Chicken from Ken’s for our September and 
October pot luck dinner. Bingo was played after dinner.  Dick Donavon 
won black out. Cards were played after bingo. Left overs were served 
before going home. Door prizes went to Beulah Hoops, Sarge Likness 
and Grace Albrecht.

Groton’s Blood Drive Brings in 31 Volunteers
GROTON, SD – Groton community hosted a blood drive with Vital-

ant, formerly United Blood Services, on August 22 at the Community 
Center which helped collect a total of 33 units of blood products for 
patients in need. 

A total of 31 individuals volunteered to donate blood and 26 individu-
als were able to donate at the Vitalant blood drive on August 22. A total 
of seven donors also came forward to donate Power Red Cells (2RBC) 
which collects two units of red blood cells while returning platelets, 
plasma and a saline solution back to the donor. 

Vitalant expressed their gratitude to Kathy Sundermeyer, who coor-
dinated the drive.

Vitalant strives to keep a 5-day supply of every blood type on the 
shelf at all times to be able to meet the needs of patients across the 
region.  Donations from O-negative donors, the universal blood type, 
are especially important this time of year due to increased accidents 
and trauma cases.
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Tigers open season with win over E-E-K

Darien Shabazz, Brodyn DeHoet, Peyton Johnson and Jonathan Doeden 
shake hands with the captains of E-E-K and Coach Shaun Wanner greets 
the E-E-K Coach Jon Schiele. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Kaden Kurtz passes the ball to a team 
mate. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Jonathan Doeden breaks free for 
a 27-yard run on Groton’s opening 
driving of the game. Also pictured is 
Garrett Schroeder. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Jonathan Doeden is beng tended too after suf-
fering a leg cramp in the second half. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Mr. Dedicated Tiger Tom 
Woods was busy keeping the 
stats. When it comes to Tiger 
Football, you can ask Tom 
about anything and he’ll know 
the answer. He is a regular 
featured guest at half time on 
GDILIVE.COM. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Groton Area’s football team posted a 22-12 non-
conference win over Ellendale/Edgeley/Kulm in a game 
played in Ellendale.

The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, 
sponsored by Hanlon Brothers, Bahr Spray Foam, 
DeHoet Trucking, Allied Climate Professionals, Mil-
brandt Enterprieses, Professional Management Ser-
vices, BaseKamp Lodge, John Sieh Agency, Groton 
Auto Works, Aberdeen Chrysler Center, Abeln Seed, 
Olson Development, Mike-N-Jo’s Body-N-Glass and 
the Touchdown Sponsor - Patios Plus.

Groton’s first possession started in good field po-
sition at its own 44 yard line. On the second play, 
Jonathan Doeden broke free and ran 27 yards to get 
down to the Thunder 14 yard line. Then on fourth and 
22, Kaden Kurtz connected with Doeden for a 27-yard 
pass play. The PAT kick was blocked. With 8:36 left 
in the first quarter, the Tigers took a 6-0 lead. That 
drive went 56 yards on eight plays in 2:33.

Groton’s second drive was also fruitful but it took an 
EEK penalty to keep the drive alive. On fourth an 18 
on the Tiger 45, Groton punted the ball, but a rough-
ing the kicker penalty was called on the Thunder so 
Groton got a first down and the ball deep into EEK 
territory. Kurtz had a good run down to the one-yard 

line and on the next play, he punched it in for the score. Doeden ran in the extra point and it 
was 14-0 with 1:15 left in the first quarter. That drive went 70 yards in 3:25 and there were 
four first downs.

The first quarter ended with Groton Area leading, 14-0. Groton had control of the ball for 
43 percent of the first quarter while EEK had it 57 percent.

GDILIVE suffered a power outage that resulted in the loss of EEK’s drive being recorded. It 
culiminated with Wyatt Henningson having a 14-yard catch from Cale Mathan. Doeden blocked 
the PAT kick and the half time score was Groton Area 14, Ellendale/Edgeley/Kulm 6. In the 
second quarter, Groton had possession of the ball for 45 percent during its three possessions.

Groton received the ball to start the third quarter and Andrew Marzahn took the opening 
kickoff and returned it 62 yards down to the Thunder 19-yard line. On third and 11, Doeden 
got a first down and the ball down to the one-yard line. On the next play, Doeden scored. 
The PAT pass was good from Kurtz to Brodyn DeHoet and the Tigers took a 22-6 lead. That 
drive went nearly two minutes, 81 yards and two first downs. In the third quarter, Groton had 
control of the ball 83 percent of the time during its three possessions. 

On the last drive of the third quarter, Groton started out on the Thunder 46 yard line. The 
drive extended into the fourth quarter where it ended up first and goal from the five yard 
line. The Tigers got it down to the one-yard line, but the Thunder’s goal-line stand was firm 
and Groton was not able to score.

EEK’s next drive started at the one-yard line, but they ended up driving the length of the 
field to score. It was fourth and nine from the EEK 38 and the Thunder went for it. They got 
the first down and the ball down to the Tiger 16 yard line. With 3:08 left in the game, the 
Thunder scored on a seven yard pass from Mathan to Jace Hanson. The two-point conversion 
was no good and it remained a two-touchdown lead for the Tigers.

The Thunder tried an on-side kick but Thomas Cranford pounced on the ball and that basi-
cally ended any threat from EEK. Groton had possession of the ball 52 percent of the time in 
the fourth quarter with the other 48 percent going to EEK’s lone drive.

Jonathan Doeden led the Tigers with 160 yards rushing and 27 yards receiving. Kaden Kurtz 
had 37 yards rushing, passed for 45 yards, had 12 tackles and two sacks. Brodyn DeHoet 
had 18 yards receiving. Austin Jones had eight tackles and two sacks and Alex Morris had 
two sacks.

The Tigers had more first downs, 16-7, and had more offensive yards, 249-144. Groton also 
had more penalties, eight for 95 yards to EEK’s seven for 75 yards.

Jorgen Paulson led EEK with 78 yards rushing. Continues on next page
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Groton Area Coach Shaun Wanner said that 
Groton’s experience showed up at the game. 
“We executed well and our kids did a good job 
on defense. Coach (Travis) Kurth did a great 
job in getting the defense ready.”

Wanner talked about the rivarly between EEK 
and Groton Area. “It’s almost like a North Da-
kota vs. South Dakota game,” he said. “We’ve 
shat play at een them play in camps. But I 
think for us, our motors were so high in the 
first half - our kids wanted to play football and 
they wanted to win this game that sometimes 
we forgot our assignments.”

The Tigers had to make some adjustments 
when they found out on Tuesday that Trey 
Gengerke would not be playing. “We put 
Jamison Stange in there and this was this third 
time ever in snapping the ball. I thought Jamie-
son did a great job for his third time out. One 
of our other backups, Seth Johnson, was gone 
to a funeral. We used Alex Morris a couple of 
times, but we like to keep him in the guard spot 
as he does a good job in making the line calls.”

The Tigers will travel to Webster on Friday. 
The Bearcats return to 11-man football this year 
after playing nine-man for six years. “They’ve 
had a lot of success at nine-man football,” 
Wanner said. “They have all of their skill posi-
tions back from last year and they have good 
tradition. They’re 2-0 and we’re 2-0 so it should 
be a good game. We’re looking forward to it.”

Leg cramps were plaguing the Tigers in the 
second half. “I’m not sure what’s up with that,” 
Wanner said. “We need to talk about that at 
our next practice. It was 65 degrees and we 
shouldn’t be getting cramps.”

- Paul Kosel

Continued from previous page 		  GROTON AREA		 ELLENDALE/EDGELEY/KULM

First Downs	 16		  7
Rushing	 44-204		  23-77
	 Jonathan Doeden	 30-160	 Jorgen Paulson	 5-78
	 Kaden Kurtz	 9-37	 Kodie Slivoskey	 6-20
	 Darien Shabazz	 5-7	 Jace Hanson	 1-1
			   Anton Carroh	 1-(-1)
			   Cale Mathern	 10-(-21)
Passing 
	 Kaden Kurtz	 2-8-45-0	 Cale Mathern	 8-17-67
Receivers
	 Jonathan Doeden	 1-27	 Jace Hanson	 2-16
	 Brodyn DeHoet	 1-18	 Wyatt Henningsen	 1-14
Fumbles	 Had 2 lost 0		  Had 0 lost 0
Penalties	 8-95		  7-75
Defense
	 Kaden Kurtz	 12 tackles, 2 sacks	 Kodie Slivoskey	 12 tackles
	 Austin Jones	 8 tackles, 2 sacks	 Dalton Madcke	 9 tackles
	 Alex Morris	 2 sacks
Record	 2-0		  1-1
Next Game	 Friday at Webster		 Friday at Thompson, ND
Scoring
First Quarter
8:36: Groton - Jonathan Doeden 27 yard pass from Kaden Kurtz. (PAT blocked)
1:15: Groton - Kaden Kurtz 1 yard run. (PAT Jonathan Doeden run)
Second Quarter
9:29: EEK - Wyatt Henningsen 15 yard pass from Cale Mathern. (PAT blocked)
Third Quarter
10:03: Groton - Jonathan Doedn 1 yard run. (PAT: Kaden Kurtz pass to Brodyn DeHoet)
Fourth Quater
3:07: EEK - Jace Hanson 7 yard pass from Cale Mathern. (2 pt. PAT no good)

Netters open 
season with 3-1 win over Redfield

Groton Area’s volleyball team opened its season with a 3-1 win over Redfield in action played 
Thursday in Redfield. The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Dakota 
Risk Management.

Game scores were 25-17, 18-25, 25-21 and 25-15.
The first game featured the game being tied three times and there were three lead changes 

in the firs part before Groton went on a rally of five points to take a 12-6 lead. Groton led by 
as many as eight points at 17-9 and went on to win by eight.

Redfield took charge of the second game to even the series. The Pheasants had an 8-1 rally 
to take a 13-3 lead and went on to win, 25-18.

The third game became more intense with the game being tied 10 times and the lead 
changing hands five times before Groton had a four-point rally to take a 22-18 lead and went 
on to win, 25-21.

Groton was in full charge of the fourth game. At one point, the Tigers scored nine straight 
points to take a 15-3 lead and went on to win, 25-15.

Payton Colestock had five ace serves and Nicole Marzahn had four ace serves and three 
bucks and tied with Eliza Wanner with 12 kills each. Kaylyn Kucker had 28 sets. Wanner had 
25 digs and Tadyn Glover had 20.

Kailee Clausen and Courtney Turck each had nine kills for Redfield and Kiara Terry had three 
ace serves. Georgia Kuehn had 12 digs.Groton won the junior varsity match, 25-21, 25-27 and 
15-11. Redfield won the C match, 25-14 and 25-11. Groton also won both junior high matches.

Coach Chelsea Hanson had the following comments about the match: That was probably 
the most fun match I’ve ever coached. These 
girls love the game and they love to play it to-
gether! We have 6 seniors that have been wait-
ing since 7th grade to get to all play together 
again and you could feel their excitement in 
that first set, our younger players were able to 
take that energy and thrive and that’s exactly 
what good leadership creates. I thought the 
girls played for each other and were genuinely 
happy for their teammates when they made 
huge defensive plays or got a big kill and that 
makes playing easier. We rode the emotional 
roller coaster in set one and we warned them 
playing with that much energy for an entire 
match is tough, everything kind of went our 
way in the first and when it didn’t in the second 
I thought they stayed together and encour-
aged each other and got the momentum back 
to take us into the final two sets. Overall we 
were happy with game one and ready to go 
back to practice and prepare for next week!

First of three special 
meetings set for Sept. 11
“Gospel Solutions to Social Issues”, spon-

sored by Groton Churches with emphasis on 
Drugs and Alcohol  will take place Sept. 11 at 
the Groton United Methodist Church.

A light supper will be served at 5:45pm and 
the Seminar will begin at 6:30pm. There is no 
charge to attend, but a free will offering will 
be taken. 

The speakers are Levi Jensen, a State 
Trooper for the Highway Patrol and Andrea 
Kost who works at the Journey and Safe Har-
bor. Andrea does intake interviews and payee 
services for the Journey Home, works at Safe 
Harbor, and formerly worked at Northeastern 
Mental Health. Andrea will share her experi-
ence working with at risk foster children, and 
her work for 8 years at a group home. Levi 
will share his experiences seeing what drugs 
and alcohol do to youth and adults and display 
paraphernalia used.

Please rsvp as to how many people would 
like to come for the dinner at 605-377-0709.

Other future Seminars include Sex Trafficking 
and Date Violence on Oct. 9th at the Groton 
Christian & Missionary Alliance Church and 

Suicide and Bullying on Nov. 6th at the  Gro-
ton Emmanuel Lutheran Church.

Groton Area will not 
pursue a make-up game
Groton Area will not schedule another 

football game after McLaughlin forfeited 
its season due to lack of numbers. Ac-
cording to Coach Shaun Wanner in a 
GDILIVE.COM interview, he said he had 
talked with the players and gave them 
options. Having the bye week before 
the Mobridge-Pollock game was more 
important than trying to schedule a 
game that late in the season. “We like 
that bye week where it’s at. We decided 
to take our points from the McLaughlin 
game and move forward with the sea-
son,” he said. 
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2019 S.D. Farmers Union Day at the State Fair Supports South Dakota’s 
Family Farmers & Ranchers & Rural Communities

As one of the state’s largest agriculture organizations, and a premier sponsor of the South 
Dakota State Fair, members of South Dakota Farmers Union recognized those who give back 
to rural communities across the state with the Rural Dakota Pride Award. The 2019 Rural 
Dakota Pride honorees, pictured here with Jr. Miss Rodeo Aberdeen, Gabrielle Rebelein (far 
left) and SDFU President Doug Sombke (far right), include (left to right) Jeannie Hofer, Hu-
ron; Angie Mueller, Ethan; Rich Bakeberg, Frederick; Franklin Olson, Pierpont and Jim Lane, 
Groton. (Courtesy Photo)

HURON, S.D. - Recognizing ru-
ral heroes, awarding more than 
$25,000 in scholarships, feeding 
more than 1,000 fairgoers and 
discussing industrial hemp with 
policy makers and much more 
– 2019 South Dakota Farmers 
Union Day at the State Fair, Au-
gust 31, focused on supporting 
South Dakota’s family farmers, 
ranchers and rural communities.

“We work all year to make 
this day’s events relevant and 
educational for South Dakotans 
involved in agriculture and those 
who aren’t,” explains Karla Hof-
henke, SDFU Executive Director.

As one of the state’s largest 
agriculture organizations, and 
a premier sponsor of the South 
Dakota State Fair, members 
of the grassroots organization 
recognized those who give back 
to rural communities across 
the state with the Rural Dakota 
Pride Award. The 2019 Rural Da-
kota Pride honorees include Rich 
Bakeberg, Frederick; Jeannie 
Hofer, Huron; Jim Lane, Groton; 
Angie Mueller, Ethan and Franklin 
Olson, Pierpont.

“South Dakota’s agriculture pro-
ducers and their communities are 
closely connected. In good eco-
nomic times they both prosper. 
When the economy is down, like 
today with the trade war, low com-
modity prices and extreme weather 
conditions, they both feel the pain,” 
says Doug Sombke, SDFU President 

and fourth-generation Conde 
farmer. “The Rural Dakota Pride 
honor is one of many ways SDFU 
works to show our support for 
both.”

Providing hands-on educational 
opportunities for fairgoers, SDFU 
hosted its annual Farmers Share 
Lunch and Team Up for Safety 
Quiz Bowl.

Feeding more than 1,000, the 
lunch is designed to help those 
not involved in agriculture un-
derstand the gap between the 
price paid for food in the grocery 
store and what a South Dakota 
family farmer or rancher earns. 
The lunch, which would retail for 
$12, only cost fairgoers 25 cents. 
Learn more, visit www.sdfu.org.

Educating youth about farm 
safety is a large part of SDFU edu-
cational programming. The orga-
nization’s interactive Farm Safety 
Trailer is on display throughout 
the entire fair, and during Farm-
ers Union Day. Four qualifying 
FFA teams put their farm safety 
knowledge to the test, competing 
in the Team Up for Safety Quiz 
Bowl. FFA Chapters competing 
included Wolsey Wessington, 
Hoven, Howard and Dell Rapids. 
Learn which team won by visiting 
www.sdfu.org.

Policy makers discuss industrial 
hemp

Industrial hemp has been on 
the minds of South Dakota legis-
lators this summer as they work 
to develop a bill Governor Noem 
will sign in 2020. And today Farm-
ers Union hosted two legislative 
members of the Summer Indus-
trial Hemp Study to discuss with 
fairgoers what they learned from 
visiting with leaders from other 
states where the agriculture crop 
is legal.

“We’re working to come up 
with legislation everyone can be 
comfortable with,” explains Lee 
Qualm, House Majority Leader 
and Chair of Industrial Hemp 
Summer Study.

After the South Dakota Sen-
ate failed to override Governor 
Noem’s veto of House Bill 1191, 
which would have legalized in-
dustrial hemp, a group of legis-
lators, including Minority Whip 
and District 28A Representative, 

Oren Lesmeister began meeting 
with officials from states where 
industrial hemp is grown and 
processed, to learn how state 
departments of agriculture work 
with law enforcement, farmers 
and citizens.

“We are seeing that these 
states have strict rules in place, 
but we also see that the fear 
industrial hemp is a backway to 
produce the drug, marijuana, is 
unwarranted,” Lesmeister, a Pa-
rade rancher and small business 
owner explains. “We have also 
learned farmers can make money 
from this.”

New marketing opportunities 
from the hardy crop that can be 
grown in nearly every region of 
South Dakota, are the reason 
Qualm and Lesmeister voted to 
legalize growing the crop during 
the 2019 Legislative Session.

“Industrial hemp is the first 
new crop that has come along in 
decades,” says Qualm, a Platte 
farmer. “It provides the opportu-
nity to add value to a crop before 
it leaves the state. We are so 
used to shipping out raw com-
modities instead of processing 
them here.”

“Industrial hemp would give 
South Dakotans opportunities,” 
adds Lesmeister. “I say South Da-
kotans, not just farmers or ranch-
ers, because it’s the business as 
a whole, through manufacturing 
opportunities that could benefit 
the entire state.”

Support for legalizing indus-
trial hemp became part of SDFU 
policy in 2018. The organization 
will continue to lobby Pierre to 
legalize the crop during the 2019 
Legislative Session. Learn more 
about SDFU policy at www.sdfu.
org.

Supporting rural youth 
through scholarships

The South Dakota Farmers 
Union Foundation, in coopera-
tion with Farmers Union Insur-
ance, recognized recipients of 
the Insuring a Brighter Tomorrow 
$1,000 scholarship.

Over the past 12 years, the 
Foundation has awarded more 
than $300,000 in scholarships to 
students attending South Dakota 
post-secondary schools.


