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OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans. 

No School on Aug 30
Groton Area Elementary School, Groton Area High 

School

Football: Boys Varsity Game vs Ellendale/Edgeley-
Kulm (Away) on Aug 30 at 7:00 PM

Ellendale High School
Type: nonconference Opponent: Ellendale/Edge-

ley-Kulm

The Football Game will be 
livestreamed tonight on 

GDILIVE.COM

2- Football Game GDILIVE.COM Tonight
3- Netters open season with 3-1 win over Red-

field
4- NE Mental Health Ad
5- Gospel Solutions to Social Issues
6-  Weather Pages
9- Daily Devotional
10- 2019 Groton Events
11- News from the Associated Press
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The Broadcast of this event is made possible by these sponsors:
Hanlon Brothers
Bahr Spray Foam
DeHoet Trucking

Allied Climate Professionals
Milbrandt Enterprieses

Professional Management Services
BaseKamp Lodge
John Sieh Agency

Groton Auto Works
Aberdeen Chrysler Center

Abeln Seed
Olson Development

Mike-N-Jo’s Body-N-Glass
Touchdown Sponsor - Patios Plus

Make sure you tell them “THANK YOU!” and Patronize them as well!

https://livestream.com/accounts/16049453/events/8800754
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Netters open season with 3-1 win over Redfield

Groton Area’s volleyball team opened its season with a 3-1 win over Redfield in action played Thursday 
in Redfield. The game was broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Dakota Risk Management.

Game scores were 25-17, 18-25, 25-21 and 25-15.
The first game featured the game being tied three times and there were three lead changes in the firs 

part before Groton went on a rally of five points to take a 12-6 lead. Groton led by as many as eight points 
at 17-9 and went on to win by eight.

Redfield took charge of the second game to even the series. The Pheasants had an 8-1 rally to take a 
13-3 lead and went on to win, 25-18.

The third game became more intense with the game being tied 10 times and the lead changing hands 
five times before Groton had a four-point rally to take a 22-18 lead and went on to win, 25-21.

Groton was in full charge of the fourth game. At one point, the Tigers scored nine straight points to take 
a 15-3 lead and went on to win, 25-15.

Payton Colestock had five ace serves and Nicole Marzahn had four ace serves and three bucks and tied 
with Eliza Wanner with 12 kills each. Kaylyn Kucker had 28 sets. Wanner had 25 digs and Tadyn Glover 
had 20.

Kailee Clausen and Courtney Turck each had nine kills for Redfield and Kiara Terry had three ace serves. 
Georgia Kuehn had 12 digs.

Groton won the junior varsity match, 25-21, 25-27 and 15-11. Redfield won the C match, 25-14 and 25-
11. Groton also won both junior high matches.
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A system will bring scattered showers to the region later today and tonight. Isolated thunderstorms 
are also possible. Severe weather is not expected. Morning showers should lead to limited afternoon 
sunshine on Saturday.
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Today in Weather History  

August 30, 1979: A thunderstorm rolled over Ellsworth Air Force Base bringing almost 60 mph winds to 
the area.

2002: Typhoon Rusa dumps torrential rains across South Korea, causing widespread flooding from the 
30th through September 1st. Typhoon Rusa was the most powerful typhoon to hit South Korea since 
1959. Nearly 90,000 people were evacuated. The province of Gangwon was hit the hardest, where an 
estimated 36 inches of rain fell in less than 48 hours. The torrential rains flooded nearly 36,000 homes. 
The Korean Defense Ministry reported flood waters submerged 16 jet fighters and 622 military buildings 
and facilities at Kangnung airbase.

1776 - General Washington took advantage of a heavy fog to evacuate Long Island after a defeat. Ad-
verse winds kept the British fleet from intervening. (David Ludlum)

1838: A major tornado, possibly the worst in Rhode Island history, passed south of Providence. It up-
rooted and stripped trees of their branches, unroofed or destroyed many houses, and sucked water out 
of ponds. The tornado barely missed a local railroad depot, where many people were waiting for a train. 
The tornado injured five people. Click HERE for an account of the storm from Robert Hare, M.D., Professor 
of Chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania, published January 1, 1839.

1839 - A hurricane moved from Cape Hatteras NC to offshore New England. An unusual feature of the 
hurricane was the snow it helped produce, which whitened the Catskill Mountains of New York State. 
Considerable snow was also reported at Salem NY. (The Weather Channel)

1982 - A tropical depression brought torrential rains to portions of southern Texas. Up to twelve inches 
fell south of Houston, and as much as eighteen inches fell southeast of Austin. The tropical depression 
spawned fourteen tornadoes in three days. (David Ludlum) Record cold gripped the northeastern U.S. 
Thirty-one cities in New England reported record lows, and areas of Vermont received up to three inches 
of snow. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Eight cities in California and Oregon reported record high temperatures for the date, including 
Redding CA and Sacramento CA where the mercury hit 100 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Thunderstorms drenched Georgia and the Carolinas with heavy rain, soaking Columbia, SC, with 
4.10 inches in three hours. Fresno CA was the hot spot in the nation with a record high of 109 degrees. 
Duluth MN tied their record for the month of August with a morning low of 39 degrees. (The National 
Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced large hail in Montana and North Da-
kota during the evening and early nighttime hours. Hail three inches in diameter was reported 20 miles 
south of Medora ND, and thunderstorms over Dawson County MT produced up to three inches of rain. 
Thunderstorms produced golf ball size hail at Roundup MT, Dazey ND and Protection KS. (The National 
Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 100° in 1898
Record Low: 37°0in 2003
Average High: 79°F 
Average Low: 53°F 
Average Precip in Aug.:2.27
Precip to date in Aug.: 3.01
Average Precip to date: 16.13
Precip Year to Date: 19.60
Sunset Tonight: 8:15 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:53 a.m.

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 71 °F at 4:46 PM
Low Temp:  54 °F at 5:21 AM
Wind: 27 mph at 10:10 AM
Day Rain: 0.00
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ENDURING PRAISE

One of my memories from living on the coast in Monterey, California was the frustration of coping with 
fog. It would silently, often without warning, slip quietly in from the ocean and cover the area with a blanket 
of mist that severely limited ones vision. Without warning, whether day or night, the fog would arrive and 
sometimes bring traffic to a complete stop. Fog lights were of no use because they could not penetrate 
the dense moisture. Then, suddenly, just as it had arrived, it would disappear as though it never existed.

Beauty is deceptive, wrote King Lemuel in the concluding verses in Proverbs. In fact, a more correct 
translation would be fleeting suggesting that it is transitory or even temporary, much like the fog, that 
without notice, comes and goes without any warning.

Although some have the illusion that beauty is a lifetime gift that will bring endless praise and constant 
attention, it is short-lived and passing. In this verse, it is described as being deceitful and fleeting because 
it passes away and with it passes the hope of happiness that was based on it.

But a woman who fears or who stands in awe of and worships - the Lord, is to be praised! This woman 
who fears the Lord is not afraid of God. Rather, she is a woman of God who lives her life by following and 
applying the wisdom and truths contained in the book of Proverbs that describes the roles and responsi-
bilities of being a God-honoring wife and mother.

And the results? She is to be praised. For what? Her spiritual beauty that comes from loving and wor-
shipping and serving God.

Prayer: Father, few today understand beauty and praise as taught in Your Word. We ask that You reward 
and bring praise to wives and mothers who live by Your truth. Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 31:30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears 
the Lord is to be praised.
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/12/2019 St. John’s Lutheran Luncheon
• 09/20/2019 Presbyterian Luncheon
• 09/28/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 01/26/2020 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 04/04/2020 Groton Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. Sharp (Saturday a week be-

fore Easter Weekend)
• 04/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/02/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/25/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Services (Memorial Day)
• 06/8-10/2020 St. John’s VBS
• 07/04/2020 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
  Groton Hosting State B American Legion Baseball Tournament
• 07/12/2020 Summer Fest/Car Show
• 09/12/2020 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (1st Sat. after Labor Day)
• 10/10/2020 Pumpkin Fest
• 10/31/2020 Groton United Methodist Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/14/2020 Groton American Legion Post #39 Annual Turkey Party (Saturday closest 

to Veteran’s Day)
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Man held on possible kidnapping charges
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A Sioux Falls man is accused of kidnapping a woman and driving around with 

her in his pickup truck for several hours.
Police say the 33-year-old Humboldt woman wasn’t physically harmed and eventually convinced the 

man to let her go. Authorities say the 23-year-old man struck up a conversation with the woman who was 
sitting in her car eating lunch in a parking lot Tuesday afternoon. The man asked the woman to sit in his 
pickup and when she did he locked the doors and drove away.

The Argus Leader says the woman was able to give police a description of the man who is being held 
without bond in the Minnehaha County Jail.

___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Thursday’s Scores
By The Associated Press

Volleyball

Aberdeen Roncalli def. Milbank Area, 24-26, 25-13, 25-19, 25-18
Baltic def. Colman-Egan, 25-18, 15-25, 25-18, 25-20
Beresford def. Garretson, 25-12, 25-20, 28-26
Bon Homme def. Viborg-Hurley, 18-25, 25-23, 24-26, 25-10, 15-11
Burke def. Colome, 25-11, 25-12, 25-12
Canistota def. Canton, 15-25, 25-17, 25-12, 25-22
Chester def. Ethan, 25-18, 25-20, 25-22
Clark/Willow Lake def. Britton-Hecla, 25-21, 25-16, 25-13
Dakota Valley def. Sioux Falls Lincoln, 25-17, 25-15, 25-17
Dell Rapids St. Mary def. Alcester-Hudson, 13-25, 25-19, 25-17, 20-25, 15-8
Deuel def. DeSmet, 20-25, 25-20, 25-21, 25-23
Elk Point-Jefferson def. Sioux City, West, Iowa, 26-24, 25-7, 25-11
Estelline/Hendricks def. Wessington Springs, 25-16, 25-11, 26-24
Faith def. Lemmon, 25-14, 25-13, 25-20
Faulkton def. Sunshine Bible Academy, 25-11, 25-12, 25-13
Great Plains Lutheran def. Florence/Henry, 25-18, 25-18, 25-18
Gregory def. Kimball/White Lake, 25-19, 25-21, 20-25, 19-25, 15-12
Groton Area def. Redfield, 25-17, 18-25, 25-21, 25-15
Howard def. Oldham-Ramona/Rutland, 25-18, 25-16, 25-23
Ipswich def. Highmore-Harrold, 25-19, 25-22, 23-25, 27-25
Kadoka Area def. Little Wound, 25-9, 25-13, 25-19
Lake Preston def. Iroquois/Doland (VB), 25-20, 25-17, 22-25, 25-23
Madison def. Flandreau, 25-22, 25-19, 25-13
Menno def. Centerville, 25-10, 21-25, 25-20, 22-25, 17-15
Miller def. Winner, 25-19, 25-14, 25-16
Parker def. Mt. Vernon/Plankinton, 25-20, 23-25, 22-25, 25-19, 15-6
Parkston def. Tripp-Delmont/Armour, 21-25, 25-14, 25-15, 25-9
Philip def. Dupree, 25-17, 25-12, 25-13
Potter County def. North Central, 25-22, 25-16, 25-23

News from the
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Scotland def. Irene-Wakonda, 25-23, 23-25, 18-25, 25-22, 15-7
Sioux Falls Christian def. Tea Area, 25-11, 25-9, 25-13
Sioux Falls Roosevelt def. Harrisburg, 25-16, 25-18, 25-21
Sisseton def. Tiospa Zina Tribal, 25-12, 27-25, 25-21
Sturgis Brown def. Hot Springs, 25-13, 25-13, 25-14
Sully Buttes def. Leola/Frederick, 25-14, 25-17, 25-18
Valentine, Neb. def. Bennett County, 25-6, 25-19, 25-15
Wagner def. Vermillion, 25-20, 22-25, 25-14, 25-23
Watertown def. Yankton, 25-10, 25-13, 25-11
Waverly-South Shore def. Wilmot, 25-18, 25-6, 25-16
Webster def. Deubrook, 26-24, 25-18, 25-21
Hanson Tournament
Consolation Semifinal

Hanson def. Sanborn Central/Woonsocket, 25-11, 25-18
Platte-Geddes def. Freeman Academy/Marion, 25-14, 25-10
Seventh Place

Sanborn Central/Woonsocket def. Freeman Academy/Marion, 25-11, 25-9
Fifth Place

Hanson def. Platte-Geddes, 15-25, 26-24, 25-21
Third Place

Avon def. Andes Central/Dakota Christian, 25-12, 25-13
Championship

Gayville-Volin def. Freeman, 25-15, 16-25, 25-15
Wolsey-Wessington Triangular

Arlington def. Wolsey-Wessington, 19-25, 25-22, 25-21, 25-13
Northwestern def. Arlington, 25-3, 25-7, 25-6
Northwestern def. Wolsey-Wessington, 25-5, 25-9, 25-12

Gophers avoid upset with 28-21 win over South Dakota State
By BRIAN HALL Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Don’t tell coach P.J. Fleck that Minnesota’s narrow win against FCS South Dakota 
State on Tuesday wasn’t good enough.

The Big Ten Gophers were double-digit favorites for the season’s first game against their neighbors from 
the southwest, who nearly beat Minnesota in 2009, long before Fleck joined the Gophers.

So, when Mohamed Ibrahim finally put the Gophers ahead late in the fourth quarter, Fleck was ready to 
enjoy a win no matter how others perceive the narrow victory.

“There’s hard wins, there are no bad wins, and that is my message to the football team today,” Fleck 
said. “There are no bad wins. That’s a really good football team out there.”

Ibrahim plunged up the middle for a 1-yard touchdown run with 5:39 remaining and Minnesota avoided 
an upset with a 28-21 win at home against South Dakota State on Thursday night.

Winston DeLattiboudere recovered a fumbled exchange between Jackrabbits quarterback J’Bore Gibbs 
and running back Pierre Strong with South Dakota State holding a 21-20 lead in the fourth quarter.

Minnesota capped a five-play, 34-yard drive with Ibrahim’s touchdown to pull ahead and extend the na-
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tion’s longest winning streak of nonconference games to 16 in a row.

“These guys just spent 30 days practicing for fall camp and champing at the bit to get the chance to 
play against somebody else,” Jackrabbits coach John Stiegelmeier said. “That stings a little bit, the fact 
that we could’ve won on the road against a Big Ten school — and I think a pretty good Big Ten program 
— stings a little bit.”

Minnesota entered the season with plenty of hopes built on an offense with nine returning starters and 
four running backs that brought 6,503 combined rushing yards into this season.

The Gophers were tested by one of the best in FCS. South Dakota State ranked third and fourth, re-
spectively, in the two major preseason FCS polls. Minnesota finished with 132 yards rushing on 42 carries 
for a 3.1-yard average.

“We were tested tonight and our players passed the test,” Fleck said. “Whether we won by 40 or 20 or 
seven, we won. Now, are there a lot of things we have to get better at? Yes.”

Tanner Morgan was 13-of-18 passing for 176 yards, one touchdown and one interception for Minnesota.
BATEMAN’S BITTERSWEET NIGHT
Rashod Bateman had five catches for 132 yards for the Gophers, including a one-handed, 42-yard 

touchdown pass from Morgan in the first half. The performance comes two weeks after the sophomore 
receiver’s uncle died.

“He was like a father figure to me,” Bateman said. “It was tonight just going out there and playing for 
him. He was pretty special. I know he’s always there with me, so I’ve just got to continue to ball for him.”

NEW QB IN TOWN
In his first start for the Jackrabbits in replacing Taryn Christion, the program’s all-time leading passer, Gibbs 

was 13 of 26 for 193 yards passing and a touchdown and he added another touchdown rushing. But the 
redshirt freshman threw an interception that was returned 43 yards for a touchdown by Chris Williamson.

“The ball was snapped on the ground, so I was trying to pick it up and throw it away, not obviously throw 
it to him,” Gibbs said. “I was trying to throw it away. Coach was telling me, when that happens, just fall 
on it and go on to the next play. That’s what happened.”

THE TAKEAWAY
South Dakota State: The Jackrabbits were looking to be the latest FCS team to post a win over an FBS 

team. Nicholls State was the last FCS team to beat a Power 5 conference team when it beat Kansas last 
season. North Dakota State was the last FCS team to beat a Big Ten opponent when it handed No. 13 
Iowa a loss in 2016. Mistakes ultimately proved the difference. South Dakota State had the fumbled hand-
off and the interception returned for a touchdown. It also had a kickoff return for a touchdown nullified 
due to a penalty.

Minnesota: The Gophers can exhale. This was not the start Minnesota fans likely envisioned, another 
lackluster performance against a neighboring school. But the Gophers come away with a win. The defense 
will need examining after giving up 367 yards. Part of the trouble running the ball offensively was due to 
a down game from the offensive line. Fleck noted the line will need to play better.

UP NEXT
South Dakota State: Four straight home games await the Jackrabbits, who will host LIU on Sept. 7.
Minnesota: The Gophers will go on the road to face Fresno State on Sept. 7.
___
More AP college football: https://apnews.com/tag/Collegefootball and
http://www.twitter.com/AP_Top25

SD Supreme Court weighs banning concealed guns in its space
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Justices on the South Dakota Supreme Court are considering banning concealed 

handguns in the court’s state Capitol space.
Lawmakers last session approved the Supreme Court’s request to exempt its chamber from a new state 

law allowing residents with enhanced concealed carry permits to bring guns into the Capitol building. The 
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measure requires notifying the Highway Patrol at least 24 hours ahead of time.

The state Supreme Court is now defining where exactly it will prohibit handguns in its space. The Argus 
Leader reports several legislators are urging the court to allow concealed handguns.

Justices are considering adopting a new rule that would prohibit handguns in the courtroom, justices’ 
offices and other areas. Residents would still be able to have a concealed handgun where the public does 
business with the court.

___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Rapid City schools resume with focus on mental health
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Rapid City school administrators are paying extra attention to students’ mental 

and emotional health as the new school year begins following a rash of student suicides in the district.
The Rapid City Area Schools District trained faculty as well as building, transportation and nutrition staff 

in suicide prevention before classes resumed Wednesday.
The training is called QPR, which stands for Question, Persuade and Refer — a suicide prevention meth-

odology developed by a company of the same name, the Rapid City Journal reported.
The district also hired Sarah Zimmerman to serve as a school suicide prevention specialist.
“There’s a limited number of mental health professionals within the schools,” Zimmerman said.
She said because students form relationships with anyone they see regularly during the school day, it’s 

important for as many school employees as possible to be able to spot warning signs that point to suicide.
Six students in the district killed themselves over the past three years.
Red flags include apathy, withdrawal and changes in sleeping and eating habits with addition to making 

jokes about and indirect references to suicide, Zimmerman said.
Zimmerman said teachers and other school employees are instructed to speak with students privately if 

they believe them to be a suicide risk. Parents are to be notified throughout the course of an intervention, 
which includes referral to school mental health professionals.

The district also plans to host seminars for parents and guardians on how to identify suicide risk factors, 
Zimmerman said.

Assistant Superintendent Matt Seebaum said that the district will continue its efforts to prevent bullying. 
While bullying can lead to suicide, it is not necessarily a cause, Seebaum said.

“It’s a risk factor for students whether they are being bullied or are a bully,” he said.
Last school year, about 228 instances of bullying were reported to administrators, Seebaum said.
___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Report: US Native American health agency at crossroads
By FELICIA FONSECA Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — Emergency rooms shut down for months. Hospitals put patients at risk for opioid 
abuse and overdoses. A longtime pediatrician was charged with sexually abusing children.

The federal agency that administers health care for more than 2.5 million Native Americans has long 
been plagued with problems that have kept it from improving health care delivery. Money, staffing, infra-
structure, health disparities and a general lack of accountability all have played a part.

A federal report released Thursday said things won’t get better unless the Indian Health Service takes 
a serious look at its organizational structure, which the report said fails to adequately track hospital per-
formance and leaves workers uncertain about their roles and responsibilities.

The report by the U.S. Health and Human Services’ Office of Inspector General doesn’t make any for-
mal recommendations but is meant to maintain pressure on the Indian Health Service as it implements 
a five-year plan to address access to health care, quality, management and operations, Dallas regional 
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inspector Ruth Ann Dorrill said.

“It’s a matter of getting from that page to the direct service delivery and to the patients themselves so 
they can walk into IHS hospitals and feel like they are consistently and reliably getting high-quality care,” 
Dorrill said.

The Indian Health Service says it recognizes the release of its strategic plan earlier this year is a first 
step and that embedding the changes within the agency will take time. The plan outlines goals to recruit 
and retain employees, improve data collection, provide culturally appropriate care and expand services.

“Through sustained effort, partnership with tribal communities and a sincere desire to do better, we will 
achieve the best care possible for our patients,” IHS spokesman Joshua Barnett wrote in a statement to 
The Associated Press.

Jerilyn Church, chief executive of the Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board, was more skeptical. 
She said the issues are deeply entrenched and won’t be fixed without significant and consistent input from 
tribes and tribal organizations, which she hasn’t seen yet.

“The lack of trust, the lack of improvement, you can’t overcome those kinds of failures in a vacuum,” 
Church said.

The Indian Health Service repeatedly has been the focus of congressional hearings and scathing gov-
ernment reports that seek reform. It runs two dozen hospitals and nearly 80 other health care facilities 
around the country, most of which are small and on or near Native American reservations.

One-quarter of the hospitals are in the Great Plains region that serves Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota 
and South Dakota.

Hospitals in that region have had Medicare funds yanked, and shut down services temporarily or per-
manently. Elsewhere in New Mexico and South Dakota, emergency room departments were shuttered for 
months between 2014 and 2017.

The Office of Inspector General released a report last month that found a handful of Indian Health Ser-
vice hospitals put Native American patients at risk for opioid abuse and overdoses because they failed to 
follow their own protocols for prescribing and dispensing the drug.

In a separate report released the same day, the office said the Indian Health Service made significant 
improvements at its hospital on the remote Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South Dakota after the emergency 
department was abruptly but temporarily closed a few years ago. But it still struggles to hire adequate 
staff and managers.

A pediatrician accused of sex abuse, Stanley Patrick Weber, was sentenced in January to 18 years in 
prison for improperly touching two boys on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana. He’s awaiting 
trial in Rapid City, South Dakota, on several charges of sexually abusing Native American children between 
1998 and 2005 while working for the Indian Health Service on the Pine Ridge reservation.

The Indian Health Service this year contracted for an independent review of how it addressed accusa-
tions against Weber. Two other inquiries are underway.

The agency has been focused on change in the last few years to ensure all hospitals are reviewed by 
the same accreditation agency, created an Office of Quality, increased incentives for scholarship and loan 
repayments for employees, and enhanced screening for new hires.

The Office of Inspector General interviewed current and former Indian Health Service employees and 
other health care professionals for its latest report. It said formal structures would help employees under-
stand their jobs and keep them accountable. The report also found frequent turnover in leadership led to 
changes in policies that didn’t provide clear direction.

One unnamed interviewee said: “We build our own processes as we go and hope that we are making 
progress.”

Despite the issues, Dorrill said the Indian Health Service is headed in the right direction.
“We’ve been moved by their obvious, deep commitment to their mission and to their patients,” she said. 

“When we’ve pointed out these disconnects ... we feel like they’re listening.”
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Rape victim sues sheriff, alleges deputies failed to protect

CUSTER, S.D. (AP) — A South Dakota woman who was kidnapped and raped is suing local law enforce-
ment officials who she says failed to protect her from a known threat.

The civil lawsuit names Custer County Sheriff Marty Mechaley and others in his department as well as 
the man convicted of attacking the woman, Harry Evans.

The Argus Leader reports the lawsuit says the woman twice called the sheriff’s department in September 
2017 after receiving a threat from Evans, but was place on hold both times. It says the woman eventually 
talked to a deputy, but he ended his shift without taking any action. She was attacked several hours later.

She says the department knew Evans had previously violated a restraining order. The woman is seeking 
$2 million. Mechaley did not immediately return a call for comment.

___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Florida preps for an ‘absolute monster’: Hurricane Dorian
By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON and ELLIS RUA Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Unsure where Hurricane Dorian is going to land over Labor Day weekend, many Florida 
residents faced a sense of helplessness as they prepared for what President Donald Trump said could be 
an “absolute monster” of a storm.

“All indications are it’s going to hit very hard and it’s going to be very big,” Trump said in a video he 
tweeted Thursday evening, comparing Dorian to Hurricane Andrew, which devastated South Florida in 1992.

The National Hurricane Center said the Category 2 storm is expected to strengthen into a potentially 
catastrophic Category 4 with winds of 130 mph (209 kph) and slam into the U.S. on Monday somewhere 
between the Florida Keys and southern Georgia — a 500-mile (805-kilometer) stretch that reflected the 
high degree of uncertainty this far out.

“If it makes landfall as a Category 3 or 4 hurricane, that’s a big deal,” said University of Miami hurricane 
researcher Brian McNoldy. “A lot of people are going to be affected. A lot of insurance claims.”

With the storm’s track still unclear, no immediate mass evacuations were ordered. Along Florida’s east 
coast, local governments began distributing sandbags, shoppers rushed to stock up on food, plywood and 
other emergency supplies at supermarkets and hardware stores, and motorists topped off their tanks and 
filled gasoline cans. Some fuel shortages were reported in the Cape Canaveral area.

Josefine Larrauri, a retired translator, went to a Publix supermarket in Miami only to find empty shelves 
in the water section.

“I feel helpless because the whole coast is threatened,” she said. “What’s the use of going all the way 
to Georgia if it can land there?”

In Vero Beach, about 140 miles (225 kilometers) up the coast from Miami, Lauren Harvey, 51, scoured 
the aisles of a nearby supermarket in search for non-perishable food items that could last her throughout 
the storm.

Harvey, who works in medical billing, is going through a divorce and recently moved from the Philadelphia-
area. She said she is not sure what to expect and is preparing to spend her very first hurricane alone.

“I just moved here, so I’m lost,” she said with a blank expression on her face, after grabbing a couple 
of water bottles from a scantly-stocked shelf. “I don’t know what I’m going to do.”

Tiffany Miranda of Miami Springs waited well over 30 minutes in line at BJ’s Wholesale Club in Hialeah 
to buy hurricane supplies. Some 50 vehicles were bumper-to-bumper, waiting to fill up at the store’s 12 
gas pumps.

“You never know with these hurricanes. It could be good, it could be bad. You just have to be prepared,” 
she said.

As of Friday morning, Dorian was centered about 260 miles (420 kilometers) east of the Bahamas, its 
winds blowing at 105 mph (165 kph) as it moved northwest at 12 mph (19 kph). The government of the 
Bahamas issued a hurricane watch for the northwestern Bahamas overnight. According to the advisory, a 
watch is usually issued 48 hours before tropical-storm-force winds are anticipated.
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It is expected to pick up steam as it pushes out into warm waters with favorable winds, the University 

of Miami’s McNoldy said, adding: “Starting (Friday), it really has no obstacles left in its way.”
The National Hurricane Center’s projected track had the storm blowing ashore midway along the Florida 

peninsula, southeast of Orlando and well north of Miami or Fort Lauderdale. But because of the difficulty 
of predicting its course this far ahead, the “cone of uncertainty” covered nearly the entire state.

Forecasters said coastal areas of the Southeast could get 5 to 10 inches (13 to 25 centimeters) of rain, 
with 15 inches (38 centimeters) in some places, triggering life-threatening flash floods.

Also imperiled were the Bahamas, with Dorian’s expected track running just to the north of Great Abaco 
and Grand Bahama islands.

Jeff Byard, an associate administrator at the Federal Emergency Management Agency, warned that 
Dorian is likely to “create a lot of havoc with infrastructure, power and roads,” but gave assurances FEMA 
is prepared to handle it, even though the Trump administration is shifting hundreds of millions of dollars 
from FEMA and other agencies to deal with immigration at the Mexican border.

“This is going to be a big storm. We’re prepared for a big response,” Byard said.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergency, clearing the way to bring in more fuel and call 

out the National Guard if necessary, and Georgia’s governor followed suit.
Royal Caribbean, Carnival and Norwegian began rerouting their cruise ships. Major airlines began allow-

ing travelers to change their reservations without a fee.
The hurricane season typically peaks between mid-August and late October. One of the most powerful 

storms ever to hit the U.S. was on Labor Day 1935. The unnamed Category 5 hurricane crashed ashore 
along Florida’s Gulf Coast on Sept. 2. It was blamed for over 400 deaths.

Dorian rolled through the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico as a Category 1 hurricane on Wednesday.
The initial blow did not appear to be as bad as expected in Puerto Rico, which is still recovering from 

the devastation wrought by Hurricane Maria two years ago.
But the tail end of the storm unleashed heavy flooding along the eastern and southern coasts of Puerto 

Rico. Cars, homes and gravestones in the coastal town of Humacao became halfway submerged after a 
river burst its banks.

Dorian caused an island-wide blackout in St. Thomas and St. John in the U.S. Virgin Islands and scat-
tered outages in St. Croix, government spokesman Richard Motta said.

Back in Florida, Mark and Gina Emeterio enjoyed a peaceful afternoon sunbathing and wading in the 
ocean at Vero Beach. The newly retired couple from Sacramento, California, wanted to relax after spend-
ing the morning shuttering their home.

Mark, a retired pipe layer, and Gina, a retired state employee, planned to wait it out the storm with local 
friends more experienced with hurricanes.

“We got each other,” Mark Emeterio said. “So we’re good.”
“I told him, ‘Whatever happens, hold my hand,’” his wife joked.
___
Associated Press writers Seth Borenstein and Michael Balsamo in Washington; Danica Coto in San Juan, 

Puerto Rico; Marcia Dunn in Cape Canaveral, Florida; Freida Frisaro and Marcus Lim in Miami; Mike Schnei-
der in Orlando, Florida, contributed to this report.

Probes of e-cigarette giant Juul under way in Illinois, DC
By RICHARD LARDNER and MATTHEW PERRONE Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — E-cigarette giant Juul Labs is facing mounting scrutiny from state law enforcement 
officials, with the attorneys general in Illinois and the District of Columbia investigating how the company’s 
blockbuster vaping device became so popular with underage teens, The Associated Press has learned.

The company’s rapid rise to the top of the multi-billion dollar U.S. e-cigarette market has been accompa-
nied by accusations from parents, politicians and public health advocates that Juul fueled a vaping craze 
among high schoolers. In addition to the ongoing inquiries in Illinois and the district, which had not been 
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publicly disclosed before, four other state attorneys general are probing or suing Juul.

The company also is being investigated by members of Congress, federal health regulators and faces 
separate lawsuits from Juul users — both teens and adults.

Juul’s top executives have disputed allegations that they’ve marketed their products to teens, declaring 
that they’ve taken unprecedented steps to combat underage use of its e-cigarettes. The company has shut 
down its Facebook and Instagram pages and pulled several of its flavored products out of retail stores. 
Juul also backs federal legislation to raise the minimum age to purchase all tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes, to 21 nationwide.

Juul spokesman Ted Kwong declined to answer specific questions about the investigations in an emailed 
statement but reiterated past company steps to prevent youth use. Juul announced Thursday that 50 
retail chains have pledged to adopt the company’s age-verification system, which requires sellers to scan 
a customer’s ID before selling Juul products.

A senior Illinois law enforcement official described to AP a wide-ranging inquiry being conducted by the 
office of Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul that is centered on whether Juul violated state consumer 
fraud laws and other statutes by designing and marketing its products to appeal to underage teens. The 
official was not authorized to speak publicly and requested anonymity.

Marrisa Geller, a spokeswoman for District of Columbia Attorney General Karl Racine, confirmed in an 
emailed statement an investigation of Juul is underway. She said Racine is concerned about “the dramatic 
increase in the use of vaping products by district youth” as well as the policies and practices employed by 
e-cigarette manufacturers to prevent minors from using their products.

The attorneys general in Colorado, Connecticut and %href_on(file:

Watchdog: Comey violated FBI policies in handling of memos
By ERIC TUCKER Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former FBI Director James Comey violated FBI policies in his handling of memos 
documenting private conversations with President Donald Trump, the Justice Department’s inspector 
general said Thursday.

The watchdog office said Comey broke bureau rules by giving one memo containing unclassified infor-
mation to a friend with instructions to share the contents with a reporter. Comey also failed to return his 
memos to the FBI after he was dismissed in May 2017, retaining copies of some of them in a safe at home, 
and shared them with his personal lawyers without permission from the FBI, the report said.

“By not safeguarding sensitive information obtained during the course of his FBI employment, and by 
using it to create public pressure for official action, Comey set a dangerous example for the over 35,000 
current FBI employees — and the many thousands more former FBI employees — who similarly have ac-
cess to or knowledge of non-public information,” the report said.

The report is the second in as many years to criticize Comey’s actions as FBI director, following a separate 
inspector general rebuke for decisions made during the investigation into Hillary Clinton’s use of a private 
email server. It is one of multiple inspector general investigations undertaken in the last three years into 
the decisions and actions of Comey and other senior FBI leaders.

Trump, who has long regarded Comey as one of his principal antagonists in a law enforcement commu-
nity he sees as biased against him, cheered the conclusions on Twitter. He wrote: “Perhaps never in the 
history of our Country has someone been more thoroughly disgraced and excoriated than James Comey 
in the just released Inspector General’s Report. He should be ashamed of himself!”

The White House in a separate statement called Comey a “proven liar and leaker.”
But the report denied Trump and his supporters, who have repeatedly accused Comey of leaking clas-

sified information, total vindication. It found that none of the information shared by him or his attorneys 
with anyone in the media was classified. The Justice Department has declined to prosecute Comey.

Comey seized on that point in defending himself on Twitter, saying, “I don’t need a public apology from 
those who defamed me, but a quick message with a ‘sorry we lied about you’ would be nice.”
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He also added: “And to all those who’ve spent two years talking about me ‘going to jail’ or being a ‘liar 

and a leaker’ — ask yourselves why you still trust people who gave you bad info for so long, including 
the president.”

At issue in the report are seven memos Comey wrote between January 2017 and April 2017 about con-
versations with Trump that he found unnerving or unusual.

These include a Trump Tower briefing at which Comey advised the president-elect that there was sala-
cious and unverified information about his ties to Moscow circulating in Washington; a dinner at which 
Comey says Trump asked him for loyalty and an Oval Office meeting weeks later at which Comey says 
the president asked him to drop an investigation into former national security adviser Michael Flynn.

One week after he was fired, Comey provided a copy of the memo about Flynn to Dan Richman, his 
personal lawyer and a close friend, and instructed him to share the contents with a specific reporter from 
The New York Times.

Comey has said he wanted to make details of that conversation public to prompt the appointment of a 
special counsel to lead the FBI’s investigation into ties between Russia and the Trump campaign. Former 
FBI Director Robert Mueller was appointed special counsel one day after the story broke.

The inspector general’s office found Comey’s rationale lacking.
“In a country built on the rule of law, it is of utmost importance that all FBI employees adhere to Depart-

ment and FBI policies, particularly when confronted by what appear to be extraordinary circumstances 
or compelling personal convictions. Comey had several other lawful options available to him to advocate 
for the appointment of a Special Counsel, which he told us was his goal in making the disclosure,” the 
report says.

“What was not permitted was the unauthorized disclosure of sensitive investigative information, obtained 
during the course of FBI employment, in order to achieve a personally desired outcome,” it adds.

After Comey’s firing, the FBI determined that four of the memos contained information classified at either 
the “secret” or “confidential” level. The memo about the Flynn interaction that Comey sent to Richman 
did not contain any classified information,  the report said.

Comey said he considered his memos to be personal rather than government documents, and that it 
never would’ve occurred to him to give them back to the FBI after he was fired.  The inspector general’s 
office disagreed, citing policy that FBI employees must give up all documents containing FBI information 
once they leave the bureau.

FBI agents retrieved four of Comey’s memos from his house weeks after he was fired.
The office of Inspector General Michael Horowitz also is investigating the FBI’s Russia investigation and 

expected to wrap up soon.
Last year, the watchdog office concluded that former FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe had misrepre-

sented under oath his involvement in a news media disclosure, and referred him for possible prosecution. 
That matter remains open with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Washington.

___
Follow Eric Tucker on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/etuckerAP

Hong Kong democracy activists get bail, protest march banned
By KEN MORITSUGU Associated Press

HONG KONG (AP) — Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong and another core member of a pro-democracy 
group were granted bail Friday after being charged with inciting people to join a protest in June, while 
authorities denied permission for a major march in what appears to be a harder line on this summer’s 
protests.

The organizers of Saturday’s march, the fifth anniversary of a decision by China against allowing fully 
democratic elections for the leader of Hong Kong, said they were calling it off after an appeals board 
denied permission. It was unclear whether some protesters would still demonstrate on their own.
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Police have been rejecting more applications for rallies and marches, citing violence at or after earlier 

ones. They also are arresting people for protests earlier this summer.
Andy Chan, the leader of a pro-independence movement, was arrested at the airport Thursday night. 

Three others were taken in earlier this week for the vandalizing of the legislature offices on July 1.
“The first priority of the Civil Human Rights Front is to make sure that all of the participants who par-

ticipate in our marches will be physically and legally safe. That’s our first priority,” said Bonnie Leung, a 
leader of the group. “And because of the decision made by the appeal board, we feel very sorry but we 
have no choice but to cancel the march.”

Police said Wong and Agnes Chow are being investigated for their role in a June 21 unauthorized protest 
outside a police station. Both are charged with participating in the demonstration and inciting others to 
join it. Wong is also charged with organizing it.

Wong is secretary-general of Demosisto and Chow is a prominent member. He was one of the student 
leaders of the Umbrella Movement, the major pro-democracy demonstrations in 2014.

Both were granted bail hours after their arrests.
Isaac Cheng, the vice chair of the group, said the arrests are an attempt to spread fear and “white ter-

ror” among Hong Kong residents.
He accused authorities of trying to identify leaders in a “leaderless” movement that has rocked Hong 

Kong for nearly three months. The Communist Party-ruled government in Beijing is pulling the strings and 
has misjudged the situation, he said, urging residents to continue protesting despite the risk of arrest.

Demosisto first reported the arrests on its social media accounts, saying Wong was pushed into a private 
car as he was heading to a subway station around 7:30 a.m. and was taken to police headquarters. It later 
said Chow had also been arrested, at her home.

Wong was released from prison in June after serving a two-month sentence related to that protest. He 
has been speaking out regularly in support of the pro-democracy protests that have racked Hong Kong 
this summer.

The protests were set off by extradition legislation that would have allowed suspects to be sent to main-
land China to face trial and expanded to the general concern that China is chipping away at the rights of 
Hong Kong residents.

The extradition bill was suspended but the protesters want it withdrawn and are also demanding de-
mocracy and an independent inquiry into police actions against protesters.

Police said Chan was arrested under suspicion of rioting and attacking police.
___
Associated Press writer Yanan Wang in Beijing contributed to this story.
___
This story has been corrected to show that a court, not police, granted bail.

Trump eyes mental institutions as answer to gun violence
By KEVIN FREKING Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — When shots rang out last year at a high school in Parkland, Florida, leaving 17 
people dead, President Donald Trump quickly turned his thoughts to creating more mental institutions.

When back-to-back mass shootings in Dayton, Ohio, and El Paso, Texas, jolted the nation earlier this 
month, Trump again spoke of “building new facilities” for the mentally ill as a way to reduce mass shootings.

“We don’t have those institutions anymore and people can’t get proper care,” Trump lamented at a New 
Hampshire campaign rally not long after the latest shootings.

Now, in response to Trump’s concerns, White House staff members are looking for ways to incorporate the 
president’s desire for more institutions into a long list of other measures aimed at reducing gun violence.

It’s the latest example of White House policy aides scrambling to come up with concrete policies or 
proposals to fill out ideas tossed out by the president. And it’s an idea that mental health professionals 
say reflects outdated thinking on the treatment of mental illness.
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Trump sometimes harks back to his earlier years in New York to explain his thinking on preventing future 

mass shootings. He recently recalled to reporters how mentally ill people ended up on the streets and in 
jails in New York after the state closed large psychiatric hospitals in the 1960s and 1970s.

“Even as a young guy, I said, ‘How does that work?  That’s not a good thing,’” Trump said.
As the White House looks for ways to fight gun violence, officials have looked at Indiana as one potential 

model in addressing mental illness.
The state opened a new 159-bed psychiatric hospital in March, Indiana’s first in more than 50 years. The 

hospital is focused on treating patients with the most challenging psychiatric illnesses and then moving 
them into treatment settings within the community or state mental health system.

Plans for the hospital were announced when Vice President Mike Pence was the state’s governor.
“Our prisons have become the state’s largest mental health provider,” Pence said in 2015. “Today, that 

begins to change.”
But Trump’s support for new “mental institutions” is drawing pushback from many in the mental health 

profession who say that approach would do little to reduce mass shootings in the United States and incor-
rectly associates mental illness with violence.

Paul Gionfriddo, president and chief executive of the advocacy group Mental Health America, said Trump 
is pursuing a 19th century solution to a 21st century problem.

“Anybody with any sense of history understands they were a complete failure. They were money down 
the drain,” said Gionfriddo.

The number of state hospital beds that serve the nation’s most seriously ill patients has fallen from more 
than 550,000 in the 1950s to fewer than 38,000 in the first half of 2016, according to a survey from the 
Treatment Advocacy Center, which seeks policies to overcome barriers to treatment.

John Snook, the group’s executive director, said Trump’s language “hasn’t been helpful to the broader 
conversation.” But he said the president has hit on an important problem — a shortage of beds for the 
serious mentally ill.

“There are headlines every day in almost every newspaper talking about the consequences of not hav-
ing enough hospital beds, huge numbers of people in jails, homelessness and ridiculously high treatment 
costs because we’re trying to help people in crisis care,” Snook said.

While Snook is not advocating a return to the 1950s, when there were 337 state hospital beds per 100,000 
people in the U.S., he says states went too far in reducing facilities. He said the 2016 level of 11.7 beds 
per 100,000 people is inadequate.

Gionfriddo agreed more resources for the mentally ill are needed, but said any beds added should go to 
local, general hospitals, where patients would receive care for a full range of physical and mental illnesses.

That will require more federal money and loosening Medicaid’s restrictions on mental health funding, 
he said. The first part is highly unlikely in the current fiscal environment, with the federal government 
expected to run a $1 trillion deficit in the next fiscal year.

But the administration has taken steps on the second part of the equation. A longstanding federal law 
has barred Medicaid from paying for mental health treatment in facilities with more than 16 beds to prevent 
“warehousing” of the mentally ill at the expense of federal taxpayers.

The administration in recent months said it will allow states to seek waivers from that restriction, pro-
vided they can satisfy certain requirements. Such waivers often take years to wind their way through the 
regulatory process.

The National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors has a different suggestion. After the 
El Paso and Dayton shootings, it recommended that Congress add $35 million for a block grant program 
to help states provide more community-based care to people in a mental health crisis.

When he ran for president, Trump issued a position paper on his gun positions that was more in line with 
what many mental health experts say: “We need to expand treatment programs, because most people 
with mental health problems aren’t violent, they just need help,” the paper said. “But for those who are 
violent, a danger to themselves or others, we need to get them off the street before they can terrorize 
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our communities.”

Marvin Swartz, a professor in psychiatry at Duke University, said research has shown that even if so-
ciety were to cure serious mental illness, total violence would decline by only about 4 percent. He said 
he’s seen no evidence that more psychiatric beds would reduce mass homicides or individual homicides.

“It would be a good thing to have more treatment resources, but the effect on gun violence would be 
minuscule,” Swartz said.

____
Associated Press writer Jill Colvin contributed to this report.

Politics of climate change put corporations in tough spot
By TOM KRISHER AP Auto Writer

The polarizing politics of climate change have forced companies to choose between supporting the 
Trump administration’s deregulation policies that could boost profits or opposing them to win over envi-
ronmentally conscious consumers.

That dynamic played out again Thursday when President Donald Trump’s Environmental Protection 
Agency sought to revoke regulations on methane gas emissions from oil facilities. British Petroleum, Exx-
onMobil and Royal Dutch Shell voiced opposition to the plan but smaller oil and gas companies welcomed 
the possibility.

Before that, it was the auto industry grappling with a proposal to loosen fuel economy requirements. 
And this summer, it was electric utilities dealing with lower pollution standards for coal-fired power plants.

Some corporations have acted against conventional thinking by showing a willingness to forego short-
term profits in favor of long-term planning and combatting global warming. But it comes at the risk of 
hurting their bottom line while also incurring the wrath of Trump on Twitter.

“It’s particularly a problem for any industry that is capital intensive,” said Tim Calkins, a marketing pro-
fessor at Northwestern University. “I think almost every industry where there are long-term investments 
and there’s a long time horizon, they’re going to be looking at questions around this.”

Experts say a lot goes into the decision of whether to support or oppose regulations, and there may 
not be agreement within an industry or even inside a corporation. Industries clearly have benefited from 
deregulation. For example, at the behest of trucking companies, the administration is working to ease 
restrictions on the hours truckers can drive.

But public image is also a big part of a company’s stance, especially with the nastiness of today’s politics 
and social media amplifying people’s opinions. Millions are spent on ads trying to convince consumers that 
companies are good citizens and aren’t out to destroy the environment, said Erik Gordon, a professor of 
business and law at the University of Michigan.

Opposing the deregulation of methane gas discharges that scientists say contribute substantially to 
climate change should boost oil companies’ image with people who care about the issue, Gordon said.

“It’s probably more effective than ads showing your employees petting kittens on the head,” he said.
For big corporations especially, there are other reasons to support regulation. Sometimes the cost of 

compliance can stop smaller competitors from entering a market, said Mark Templeton, a law professor 
at the University of Chicago who specializes in environmental and energy law. For instance, larger oil 
companies may already have invested in equipment to capture methane gas and comply with regulations 
enacted by the Obama administration, he said.

“The little guy hasn’t made the investment,” Templeton said. Bigger companies may want to “stick it to 
the Ma and Pa operators and make the industry less competitive.”

That’s just what an association representing smaller oil and gas companies complained about in oppos-
ing Obama-era regulations requiring companies to detect and stop methane leaks at oil and gas sites.

There are 770,000 small wells with low production rates, and together they produce about 10% of oil 
and 11% of natural gas in the U.S., said Lee Fuller, executive vice president of the Independent Petroleum 
Association of America. These producers wouldn’t be able to afford the technology required by Obama 
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rules, Fuller said.

“We don’t believe you should be shutting down those small wells when there’s not an emissions pool 
there that’s that large,” he said.

In the end, companies say they want certainty in regulations so they can plan for the future. Deregula-
tion, for many industries, actually makes running a business harder, Calkins said.

That’s true for electric utilities, many of whom are moving forward with investments in wind, solar and 
natural gas generators even though Trump’s EPA is moving to relax pollution rules for older coal-fired 
power plants. The companies are anticipating that stronger regulations could return under a different 
administration.

Automakers, who have generally opposed a Trump proposal to freeze Obama-era fuel economy require-
ments at 2021 levels, are afraid that California will impose its own stricter regulations. Last month, Ford, 
BMW, Volkswagen and Honda sided with the state and said they would work out fuel economy and emis-
sions standards separately from those proposed by the Trump administration.

That brought the Twitter hammer from the president, who accused automakers of being politically cor-
rect and singled out Ford for its unwillingness to fight with California.

Early in the administration, companies tried to avoid a Trump tweet, but Calkins said attacks have be-
come so frequent now that corporations can endure them.

“As with all things, over time the impact fades away,” he said.
For corporations, the situation is likely to get worse rather than better, Calkins said. Republicans and 

Democrats are drifting further to the right and left, and he says executives will have to deal with radically 
different regulations as administrations change.

“As the political parties seem to move farther apart on their policies, it becomes a real challenge for 
companies,” he says. “Regulations under Republican administrations could get completely changed when 
Democrats come in.”

_____
Business Writer Cathy Bussewitz contributed from New York.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press undefined

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. FLORIDA PREPS FOR POTENTIALLY CATASTROPHIC CATEGORY 4 HURRICANE DORIAN
Many Florida residents faced a sense of helplessness as they prepared for what President Trump said 

could be an “absolute monster” of a storm.
2. WHO WAS ARRESTED IN HONG KONG
Well-known activist Joshua Wong and another core member of a pro-democracy group Agnes Chow were 

granted bail after being detained in a mounting crackdown on people involved in this summer’s protests.
3. WHAT IS TRUMP’S ANSWER TO GUN VIOLENCE IN THE U.S.
The president’s support for new “mental institutions” is drawing pushback from many in the mental 

health profession who say that approach would do little to reduce mass shootings in the United States.
4. POLITICS OF CLIMATE CHANGE PUT CORPORATIONS IN TOUGH SPOT
The polarizing politics of climate change forces companies to choose between supporting the Trump 

administration’s deregulation policies or oppose them to win over environmentally conscious consumers.
5. MEXICO’S NEW DRUG WAR MAY BE WORSE THAN OLD ONE
In the bloody years of the Mexican government’s 2006-2012 offensive against drug cartels, the worst of 

the violence was confined to a few cities. Now it is spread out throughout the country.
6. CITIZENSHIP LIST SPARK FEARS IN INDIA
India plans to publish a controversial citizenship list advocates say will help rectify decades of unchecked 

illegal immigration.
7. E-CIGARETTE GIANT FACING PROBE
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Juul is under investigation in Illinois and the District of Columbia as concerns over underage use of the 

company’s products grows.
8. CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS FABLED EGYPT PORT CITY
Rising sea levels in Alexandria threaten to inundate poorer neighborhoods and archaeological sites, 

prompting authorities to erect concrete barriers out at sea to break the tide.
9. CHILD SEX ABUSE LAWSUITS THREATEN BOY SCOUTS
The Boy Scouts of America have been sued in multiple states in recent months by purported abuse 

victims, including plaintiffs taking advantage of new state laws.
10. THREAT OF MASS SHOOTINGS GIVE RISE TO AI-POWERED CAMERAS
Artificial intelligence is transforming surveillance cameras from passive sentries into active observers 

that can immediately spot a gunman, alert retailers when someone is shoplifting, and help police quickly 
find suspects.

Mexico’s new drug war may be worse than old one
By MARK STEVENSON Associated Press

COATZACOALCOS, Mexico (AP) — Mexico’s drug war appears to be back — and it may be worse this 
time around than in the bloody years of the government’s 2006-2012 offensive against drug cartels.

Back then, the worst of the violence was confined to a few cities. Now it is spread out throughout the 
country. Once it was not uncommon for gangs to kill adults but leave children unharmed. Now, the killing 
of children alongside their parents has become all too frequent.

Perhaps the most disconcerting change: Bloody cartel violence outraged Mexicans and captured in-
ternational attention for the drug war, which saw 27,000 homicides during its peak in 2011. Today, even 
though the number of Mexico’s homicides soared to near 35,000 last year, the bloodshed seems to draw 
less attention and indignation.

It has all left many Mexicans wondering which way to turn.
That was evident this week in Coatzacoalcos, an oil industry city in the Gulf coast state of Veracruz where 

residents say gangs have been fighting over turf and extorting business owners with threats of violence. 
Late Tuesday, suspected members of the Jalisco cartel showed up at the Caballo Blanco nightclub, blocked 
its exits and set a fire that killed 28 people trapped inside, apparently because the owner had either re-
fused to make extortion payments or sold drugs from another gang.

Vanessa Galindo Blas lost her common-law husband, Erick Hernandez Enriquez, to the blaze. Both were 
natives of Coatzacoalcos, but had been discussing moving away.

“We had talked about leaving here for somewhere safer, so our kids could have a better future,” Galindo 
Blas said Thursday as she stretched her hands out over Erick’s bare metal coffin. On it rested a photo of 
him wearing an “I Love Coatzacoalcos” T-shirt.

But they could never agree on a place to move, in part because violence is now a problem across much 
of Mexico, so no place is really safe.

From 2006 to 2012, much of the drug war killing occurred in a string of northern Mexico cities — Ciudad 
Juarez, Tijuana, Culiacan, Reynosa and Nuevo Laredo. “Now it is more dispersed, and that also makes it 
harder to control,” said Alejandro Hope, a security analyst in Mexico.

But counting down all the similarities — deadly arson attacks, bodies left piled in heaps or hung from 
overpasses, massacres at parties, beheading videos posted on social media — the parallels between now 
and then are all too clear. “It’s like deja vu all over again,” said Hope.

Another disturbing trend is that young children are being gunned down by killers targeting adults. The 
Sinaloa and Juarez cartels once prided themselves on their targeted killings, which riddled intended targets 
with bullets while leaving family members untouched.

Now, children are being killed with chilling frequency.  In June, a young boy was killed along with his 
father in Sonora state. In July, a 10-year-old was killed during a robbery in Puebla state. In August, gun-
men burst into a home in Ciudad Juarez and fired 123 bullets that killed three girls, aged 14, 13 and 4, 
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along with an adult male who apparently was the real target.

Two years ago, Coatzacoalcos made headlines across Mexico when a man, his wife and three young 
children were gunned down by a drug cartel. In contrast, the shooting of the three Ciudad Juarez girls 
drew less attention.

“It seems like we are becoming accustomed to this, to people killing children. I don’t want to become 
accustomed to that,” said Lenit Enriquez Orozco, an activist in Coatzacoalcos.

Her brother, Jonith Enriquez Orozco, has been missing since he was abducted on Sept. 25, 2015. There 
has been no trace of him since, even though her group, the Mothers’ Collective of Searchers, has hunted 
for traces in clandestine burial grounds across Veracruz.

Hope notes Mexico has a lamentable record in investigating and prosecuting killings — over 90 percent 
of crime go unpunished.

“The risk involved in killing a man, or killing his whole family, is the same,” the analyst said. Under that 
logic, wiping out an entire family “has its advantages. It is more intimidating, it is easier to carry out, and 
it makes escaping easier.”

The relentless violence has numbed many people.
In 2010, gunmen burst into a party of high school students in Ciudad Juarez’s Villas de Salvarcar neigh-

borhood, killing 15 in what appeared to have been a case of mistaken identity. The bloodbath provoked 
large, angry street protests and a visit by an apologetic President Felipe Calderon.

This year, in April, gunmen burst into a party in Minatitlan, near Coatzacoalcos, and killed 14 people. 
Days later, a few dozen people held a subdued peace march.

“It’s politics as usual, nothing happened. This should generate generalized indignation,” against cartels 
and government leaders alike, Hope said.

He attributes the muted response to new President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador’s high approval rat-
ings, topping 70% in some polls nine months into his term. Such ratings “tend to intimidate expressions 
of indignation,” Hope said.

Many Mexicans also are willing to give Lopez Obrador the benefit of the doubt as even the president 
acknowledges that violent crime is the most serious challenge he faces. Lopez Obrador insists his go-slow 
policies of reducing youth unemployment will eventually solve the root causes of the problem better than 
declaring another frontal offensive against drug cartels.

Carlos Angel Ortiz is one of those who doesn’t fault Lopez Obrador.
“It is like the president says, ‘Only the people can save the people,” Ortiz said as he made plans to bury 

his niece, Xóchitl Irineo Gomez, a dancer at the nightclub who died of smoke inhalation, leaving behind a 
son and a daughter ages 7 and 3.

“We have to look out for each other, and report crimes more,” Ortiz said.
The poor provide Lopez Obrador’s base, and it is that group who suffers the most from crime. Irineo 

Gomez was the sole support of not only her children, but her elderly parents. Erick Hernandez Enriquez 
left little behind for his family aside from a modest, three-room cinderblock house.

“There are a lot of empty houses in Coatzacoalcos, a lot of people have left,” said Maria Fabiola Davila, 
a civic activist. “Those who can afford it move to another country.”

Where did the Sacklers move cash from their opioid maker?
By ADAM GELLER AP National Writer

Ninety minutes outside London, a turn down a narrow lane leads past fields of grazing cattle to a sign 
warning “Private Keep Off.” Around an elbow bend, a great stone manor, its formal gardens and tennis 
court hidden behind thick hedges, commands a 5,000-acre estate.

The estate is a pastoral prize — proof of the great wealth belonging to the family accused of playing a key 
role in triggering the U.S. opioid epidemic. But there’s little evidence of that connection. On paper, the land 
is owned by a handful of companies, most based in distant Bermuda, all controlled by an offshore trust.

The haziness surrounding the estate hints at one of the challenges for government lawyers as they eye 
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a potential settlement with Purdue Pharma L.P. and its owners, the Sackler family, for their alleged role in 
flooding communities with prescription painkillers.

All but two U.S. states and 2,000 local governments have taken legal action against Purdue, other drug-
makers and distributors. Sixteen states have sued family members by name, alleging they steered Purdue 
while draining more than $4 billion from the company since 2007. That’s when the Oxycontin maker pleaded 
guilty to misleading doctors, patients and regulators about the drug’s risks.

Purdue’s CEO has said the company could file for bankruptcy. And this week, news organizations re-
ported that Purdue, the family and government lawyers are negotiating a possible settlement , valued at 
$10 billion to $12 billion, that would see the Sacklers give up company ownership and contribute $3 billion 
of their own money.

But where, exactly, did the money withdrawn from Purdue over the years end up? And how much might 
the family be holding that state and local governments should consider fair game?

Answers are complicated by the way the Sacklers have shielded their wealth in a web of companies and 
trusts, a review by The Associated Press has found. Some are registered in offshore tax havens far from 
Purdue’s Connecticut headquarters.

The web’s complexity and offshore reach could affect the calculus for government lawyers as they weigh 
how to go after Purdue, including how to calibrate demands in settlement talks.

“The Sacklers allegedly moved significant money offshore, which potentially would make it harder for 
any judgment creditor to reach,” said Mark Chalos, a lawyer representing counties and cities including 
Nashville, Tennessee, in suits against opioids makers.

“This is the real question and you’re seeing it playing out in a lot of different states in different ways,” 
said Elizabeth Chamblee Burch, a professor of law at the University of Georgia. “How do you make sure 
that they (the Sacklers) are not siphoning off those assets and hiding them away?”

A representative for the family of Purdue co-founder Mortimer Sackler declined to comment for this 
story, as did a company spokeswoman. A representative for the relatives of Raymond Sackler, Purdue’s 
other scion, did not respond to a request for comment.

Purdue and the Sacklers have long relied on a coterie of attorneys and accountants, as well as the fam-
ily’s closely held ownership of the company, to keep their business and personal dealings private.

But AP’s review of court papers, securities filings by companies that have had dealings with Purdue, and 
documents leaked from an exclusive Bermuda law firm, show how the family has tried to protect their 
wealth.

Purdue — controlled through layers of limited partnerships, holding companies and trusts — is at the 
center of the family’s web. But it hardly ends there.

In Purdue’s 2007 plea agreement with federal prosecutors, it listed 215 companies under its corporate 
umbrella. But that list did not include a number of companies used to manage property and investments 
for family members or the trusts, some offshore, set up to administer their fortunes.

Some offshore entities “appear to have served as conduits for monies from Purdue,” a lawyer for New 
York’s attorney general wrote recently to the judge presiding over the state’s lawsuit.

New York has issued subpoenas to 33 Sackler companies, advisers and banks in the U.S., seeking details 
about money transferred out of Purdue. It is asking for court assistance to demand that four offshore 
entities also provide information about millions of dollars that “should be clawed back.”

Many companies set up limited partnerships and country-specific subsidiaries to cap liabilities for share-
holders, and many wealthy individuals manage their investments through opaque entities.

But an examination of the Sacklers’ web shows striking complexity and a desire for secrecy, while reveal-
ing links between far-flung holdings.

The British estate, known as Rooksnest and acquired before Purdue introduced Oxycontin, is one ex-
ample. The manor is the domain of Theresa Sackler, widow of one of Purdue’s founders and, until last 
year, a member of the company’s board of directors. Set in the West Berkshire countryside, it includes 
a stone mansion that dates to the 16th century, 10 acres of formal gardens and expansive pastures for 
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heritage cattle, red deer and wheat.

It’s run by a Bermuda company called Earls Court Farm Limited, records filed with UK authorities show. 
But some of the land is owned by five more companies, three also in Bermuda. Earls Court is owned by 
yet another offshore company. And all the companies are controlled by a trust, based on Jersey in the 
Channel Islands.

Public filings don’t show who actually owns the estate, and gardeners at the site told an AP photographer 
they could not answer questions. But documents leaked from Appleby, a Bermuda law firm employed by 
numerous wealthy clients, show that the companies belong to the Sacklers, among at least 30 island-based 
entities controlled through family trusts.

Indeed, the leaked documents show that the trustee of the British estate also controls a Sackler company 
named in U.S. securities filing as one of Purdue’s two “ultimate parents.”

Some states have also sued that firm, Beacon Co., based in the Channel Islands, along with Purdue and 
the Sacklers. New York state is seeking to subpoena the offshore trust company used to control both 
Beacon and the British estate.

It has long been known that the Sacklers use Bermuda as a base for Mundipharma, a network of com-
panies set up to do business outside North America. But their island portfolio also includes family founda-
tions, real estate holding companies and an insurer, according to documents leaked in 2017 to the German 
newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitung. The documents are part of millions known as the Paradise Papers that 
were shared with the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists which provided access to the AP.

The Sacklers’ use of offshore holding companies and trusts is telling, said Jeffrey Winters, a Northwestern 
University professor whose research focuses on how the powerful protect their fortunes.

“One would not put those trusts there if you didn’t see some wealth defense benefit,” Winters said. “It’s 
very hard to see what’s in there and it’s very hard to seize what’s in there. That’s the purpose.”

But David S. Neufeld, an international tax lawyer who works with wealthy clients and closely held com-
panies, said the layered, partly offshore structure used to control Purdue, while not typical, is also not 
that uncommon.

“Somewhere in this picture is a desire to limit exposure to business liabilities. That’s not, in and of itself, 
a problem. That’s the very nature” of setting up a corporation, Neufeld said.

The Sacklers had an estimated net worth of $13 billion as of 2016, making them America’s 19th-richest 
family, according to Forbes magazine. One of their largest holdings outside pharmaceuticals appears to 
be an estimated $1.7 billion portfolio in a family company, Cap 1 LLC, that recently sold a stake in 17 U.S. 
ski resorts.

Massachusetts, New York and other states are alleging that the family has worked methodically to move 
money out of Purdue to insulate their fortune.

At a meeting in December 2010, for example, the Sacklers and other board members approved the 
withdrawal of $261.3 million from Purdue, according to company records recently made public in the 
Massachusetts case, the first to name individual family members. Until recently, eight Sacklers served on 
Purdue’s board.

The board instructed that the money be passed through three layers of holding companies, then split 
equally between Beacon Co. and Rosebay Medical Co., the other “ultimate parent” of Purdue. Both are 
controlled by Sackler trusts.

“Do you know whether any of these sums distributed between 2008 and 2011 made their way into any 
bank account over which you had control?” an attorney asked Dr. Kathe Sackler, one of the family mem-
bers who approved the transfers, during a deposition this past April.

“I hope so,” she answered, according to a partial transcript recently made public in court filings. “I think 
so.”

The family’s withdrawal of substantial sums from Purdue was noted by Dr. Richard Sackler, the former 
president and chairman, in a 2014 email to his sons, filed as an exhibit in court proceedings.

“In the years when the business was producing massive amounts of cash,” he wrote, “the shareholders 
departed from the practice of our industry peers and took the money out of the business.”
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He did not need to remind his sons that the only shareholders of Purdue are Sacklers.
It is not clear where the money drawn from Purdue ended up. New York’s attorney general alleges that 

the Sacklers sent it offshore to “unknown trusts, partnerships, companies” and other entities they control.
The possibilities are numerous. When family members directed payments to Rosebay Medical, for example, 

the company served as much more than a parent of Purdue. It is also the owner-of-record for Sackler 
companies spread from Poland to New Zealand, corporate registries in those countries show.

Rosebay is run from an office in Oklahoma City that manages many family holdings. When David Sackler, 
son of one of Purdue’s founders, paid $22.5 million last year for a mansion in Los Angeles’ Bel Air neigh-
borhood, the executive who administers Rosebay served as his representative for the purchase.

Lawsuits allege that the Sacklers’ money management decisions were framed by their awareness of 
state investigations of Purdue.

“Despite this knowledge, the Sackler defendants continued to vote to have Purdue pay the Sackler Fami-
lies significant distributions and send money to offshore companies,” Nevada’s lawsuit says.

Family members voiced concerns about threats to their holdings.
“While things are looking better now,” Mortimer D.A. Sackler wrote to his cousins months after Purdue’s 

2007 guilty plea, and quoted in Connecticut’s lawsuit, “I would not count out the possibility that times will 
get much more difficult again in the future and probably much sooner than we expect.”

Purdue agreed in March to a $270 million settlement with the state of Oklahoma to avoid going to trial. 
That included $75 million from the Sacklers.

A federal judge in Cleveland overseeing suits by local governments has pushed all parties to work toward 
a nationwide settlement. The resulting negotiations have included representatives for some of the state 
attorneys general who have filed suit.

The first federal trials are scheduled to start in October. Unless there’s a settlement, family members 
could face more questions about their decisions to move money out of Purdue, some of it offshore.

At trial, lawyers for states and cities would “need to prove that the transfer of the money to these offshore 
accounts were made with fraudulent intent,” said William J. Moon, a professor of law at the University of 
Maryland.

States can ask courts to order the return of such money to satisfy a legal judgment. But going after money 
moved offshore would be time-consuming and expensive, with few guarantees, Moon and others said.

Governments suing the company could start by asking judges to order the seizure of Sackler assets in 
the U.S., pending an eventual verdict, said Gregory Grossman, a Miami attorney specializing in international 
insolvency. That would require convincing a judge that they’re likely to win the case. But it would be far 
easier than getting a U.S. judge to freeze offshore assets, he said.

“How comfortable is the court with ordering the seizure of things that are not in their jurisdiction?” Gross-
man said. “If they are comfortable, will they get cooperation with folks on the other side of the pond?”

If Purdue files for bankruptcy, all the company’s assets would be considered fair game for creditors. But 
the company’s coffers are separate from the family’s own wealth.

Unless a state had already won their case by that point, a bankruptcy filing by Purdue would put lawsuits 
against it on hold, said Jessica Gabel Cino, a professor of law at Georgia State University.

As states decide how to proceed, they could find lessons in efforts to recover money lost in broker Ber-
nard Madoff’s infamous Ponzi scheme.

A court-appointed trustee has long sought money Madoff paid out to investors in offshore “feeder funds,” 
using cash others entrusted to him. Madoff was arrested in December 2008. But just this February, a 
federal judge ruled that the money Madoff directed offshore had to be returned.

The ruling, though, is likely to be appealed.
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Gauff, 15, to take on defending champ Osaka next at US Open

By HOWARD FENDRICH AP Tennis Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Coco Gauff is still not quite used to hearing her name shouted by thousands of U.S. 

Open spectators reveling in each booming serve, each “How did she do that?” shot and each victory by 
a 15-year-old American who is the youngest woman in the U.S. Open’s third round since 1996.

Imagine what things might be like for what comes next: a showdown against No. 1 seed and defending 
champion Naomi Osaka on Saturday.

“For me,” Gauff said, “it’s still wild.”
Proving her captivating run to Week 2 at Wimbledon was no fluke, Gauff improved to 5-1 in her nascent, 

two-tournament Grand Slam career by edging Timea Babos of Hungary 6-2, 4-6, 6-4 at a rollicking Louis 
Armstrong Stadium on Thursday night.

“This is just the beginning, I promise,” Gauff told the appreciative crowd that serenaded her with “Let’s 
go, Coco!” at the final changeover.

When play resumed, Gauff broke Babos’ serve to end a second consecutive three-set win.
“I was thinking, like, maybe they feel like I’m Golden State in Game 7 or something. It’s different, because 

you’re an individual player, so it’s weird, I guess. Most of the time you hear the chants, it’s for a whole 
team, not just for, like, me,” she said. “So it was pretty cool.”

Not since Anna Kournikova did it 23 years ago had someone who was 15 made it this far at Flushing 
Meadows.

Gauff covered the court so well, tracking down shot after shot from Babos, running so fast and so fear-
lessly that she ended up face-down on court after falling.

She pounded serves at up to 118 mph, recording nine aces, and mixed in drop shots, passing winners 
and all manner of other magic to great effect.

“A 15-year-old girl with power on the serve like this — I wish I had that when I was younger,” said Babos, 
a 26-year-old ranked 112th in singles and seeded No. 1 in doubles in New York. “If she continues like this, 
it’s definitely a very bright future.”

Another young American woman made some noise, too: Taylor Townsend, 23, whose pure, raw emotion 
came through after she delivered one last crisp forehand volley to complete her 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (4) upset of 
two-time major champion Simona Halep.

Townsend, a qualifier ranked 116th, clenched her fists, raised her arms and yelled, “Yes! Yes!” before 
patting her heart. Moments later, Townsend’s voice cracked and tears began to flow as she told fans in 
Arthur Ashe Stadium, “It’s been a long journey. Just haven’t been able to get over the hump.”

Townsend pulled off the biggest victory of her up-and-down career with an entertaining, net-rushing, 
serve-and-volleying brand of lefty tennis against former No. 1 Halep.

“It’s been a long road. A lot of haters. A lot of people who weren’t sure. I mean, I’ve heard it for a really 
long time that I was never going to make it, that I wasn’t going to be able to break through or do this or 
do that,” Townsend said. “This was a huge, monumental moment. It was a very defining moment for me 
to realize that I belong here.”

She was marked for greatness long ago.
Townsend won singles and doubles junior titles at the 2012 Australian Open, turned pro that year at 

age 16, then cracked the top 100 in the rankings while still a teen. But a drop out of the WTA’s top 300 
followed and she came into Thursday 9-16 at Grand Slam tournaments and 0-10 against top-10 women.

Against Wimbledon champion Halep, she wasted a pair of match points, one via double-fault, while serving 
for the win at 5-4 in the third, but never wavered. Townsend then saved a match point for Halep at 6-5.

“When I’ve played her before, I was just trying to make balls (in). I think I played not to lose,” said 
Townsend, who’d been 0-3 against Halep and sought her advice after a loss to her at the Miami Open 
earlier this season. “And today I played to win.”

How did she do it?
By moving forward at every opportunity, something rarely seen these days on tour. She won the point 
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on 64 of her 106 trips to the net; Halep went 6 for 10. Townsend serve-and-volleyed 61 times, Halep once.

“Never played with someone coming so often to the net,” Halep said. “Didn’t miss much. It’s unbelievable.”
Gauff and Townsend provided the most attention-grabbing results on a busy Day 4 at the year’s last 

major tournament. Osaka, who has practiced with Gauff but never faced her, moved on with a 6-2, 6-4 
win over Magda Linette.

Three-time U.S. Open champion Rafael Nadal reached the third round when his opponent, Thanasi Kok-
kinakis, withdrew with an injured right shoulder.

Townsend now will try to get to the fourth round at a Slam for the first time. For all of the discussions 
about how U.S. women’s tennis will do once the Williams sisters move on, the group looks to be in pretty 
good shape at the moment.

“Honestly, that conversation doesn’t really matter to me. ... Any time that someone has one good result 
or two good results, they’re ‘The Next.’ You know what I mean?” Townsend said. “It was, like, maybe I 
was, maybe I wasn’t. I don’t know. But it doesn’t matter, because I’m here now.”

Gauff’s doubles partner, 17-year-old Caty McNally, pushed Serena Williams to three sets Wednesday. 
Sofia Kenin, 20, beat Williams at the French Open and is into the third round in New York. At Roland Gar-
ros, Amanda Anisimova, 17, became the first player born in the 2000s to reach a Grand Slam semifinal. 
And then there are 2017 U.S. Open champion Sloane Stephens, 26, and runner-up Madison Keys, 24.

“I give all the credit to the players, because it’s a healthy competition,” said U.S. Fed Cup captain and 
head of women’s tennis Kathy Rinaldi. “They’re all pushing each other on and off the court. And so it’s 
really fun to watch. But in the meantime, I think they’re very supportive of one another as well.”

___
More AP tennis: https://apnews.com/apf-Tennis and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

‘A big deal’: Florida braces for Hurricane Dorian
By FREIDA FRISARO and ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Florida residents picked the shelves clean of bottled water and lined up at gas stations 
Thursday as an increasingly menacing-looking Hurricane Dorian threatened to broadside the state over 
Labor Day weekend.

Leaving lighter-than-expected damage in its wake in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, the second 
hurricane of the 2019 season swirled toward the U.S., with forecasters warning it will draw energy from 
the warm, open waters as it closes in.

The National Hurricane Center said the Category 2 storm is expected to strengthen into a potentially 
catastrophic Category 4 with winds of 130 mph (209 kph) and slam into the U.S. on Monday somewhere 
between the Florida Keys and southern Georgia — a 500-mile (805-kilometer) stretch that reflected the 
high degree of uncertainty this far out.

“If it makes landfall as a Category 3 or 4 hurricane, that’s a big deal,” said University of Miami hurricane 
researcher Brian McNoldy. “A lot of people are going to be affected. A lot of insurance claims.”

President Donald Trump canceled his weekend trip to Poland and warned Florida residents to be prepared.
“All indications are it’s going to hit very hard and it’s going to be very big,” Trump said in a video he 

tweeted Thursday evening, comparing Dorian to Hurricane Andrew, which devastated South Florida in 1992.
With the storm’s track still unclear, no immediate mass evacuations were ordered.
Along Florida’s east coast, local governments began distributing sandbags, shoppers rushed to stock up on 

food, plywood and other emergency supplies at supermarkets and hardware stores, and motorists topped 
off their tanks and filled gasoline cans. Some fuel shortages were reported in the Cape Canaveral area.

Josefine Larrauri, a retired translator, went to a Publix supermarket in Miami only to find empty shelves 
in the water section and store employees unsure of when more cases would arrive.

“I feel helpless because the whole coast is threatened,” she said. “What’s the use of going all the way 
to Georgia if it can land there?”
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Tiffany Miranda of Miami Springs waited well over 30 minutes in line at BJ’s Wholesale Club in Hialeah 

to buy hurricane supplies. Some 50 vehicles were bumper-to-bumper, waiting to fill up at the store’s 12 
gas pumps.

“You never know with these hurricanes. It could be good, it could be bad. You just have to be prepared,” 
she said.

As of Thursday night, Dorian was centered about 295 miles (475 kilometers) northeast of the Bahamas, 
its winds blowing at 105 mph (169 kph) as it moved northwest at 12 mph (19 kph).

It is expected to pick up steam as it pushes out into warm waters with favorable winds, the University 
of Miami’s McNoldy said, adding: “Starting tomorrow, it really has no obstacles left in its way.”

The National Hurricane Center’s projected track had the storm blowing ashore midway along the Florida 
peninsula, southeast of Orlando and well north of Miami or Fort Lauderdale. But because of the difficulty 
of predicting its course this far ahead, the “cone of uncertainty” covered nearly the entire state.

Forecasters said coastal areas of the Southeast could get 5 to 10 inches (13 to 25 centimeters) of rain, 
with 15 inches (38 centimeters) in some places, triggering life-threatening flash floods.

Also imperiled were the Bahamas, with Dorian’s expected track running just to the north of Great Abaco 
and Grand Bahama islands.

Jeff Byard, an associate administrator at the Federal Emergency Management Agency, warned that 
Dorian is likely to “create a lot of havoc with infrastructure, power and roads,” but gave assurances FEMA 
is prepared to handle it, even though the Trump administration is shifting hundreds of millions of dollars 
from FEMA and other agencies to deal with immigration at the Mexican border.

“This is going to be a big storm. We’re prepared for a big response,” Byard said.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergency, clearing the way to bring in more fuel and call 

out the National Guard if necessary, and Georgia’s governor followed suit.
Royal Caribbean, Carnival and Norwegian began rerouting their cruise ships. Major airlines began allow-

ing travelers to change their reservations without a fee.
At the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, NASA decided to move indoors the mobile launch 

platform for its new mega rocket under development.
A Rolling Stones concert Saturday at the Hard Rock Stadium near Miami was moved up to Friday night.
The hurricane season typically peaks between mid-August and late October. One of the most powerful 

storms ever to hit the U.S. was on Labor Day 1935. The unnamed Category 5 hurricane crashed ashore 
along Florida’s Gulf Coast on Sept. 2. It was blamed for over 400 deaths.

Dorian rolled through the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico as a Category 1 hurricane on Wednesday.
The initial blow did not appear to be as bad as expected in Puerto Rico, which is still recovering from 

the devastation wrought by Hurricane Maria two years ago. Blue tarps cover some 30,000 homes, and 
the electrical grid is in fragile condition.

But the tail end of the storm unleashed heavy flooding along the eastern and southern coasts of Puerto 
Rico. Cars, homes and gravestones in the coastal town of Humacao became halfway submerged after a 
river burst its banks.

Police said an 80-year-old man in the town of Bayamón died after he fell trying to climb to his roof to 
clear it of debris ahead of the storm.

Dorian caused an island-wide blackout in St. Thomas and St. John in the U.S. Virgin Islands and scat-
tered outages in St. Croix, government spokesman Richard Motta said.

No serious damage was reported in the British Virgin Islands, where Gov. Augustus Jaspert said crews 
were already clearing roads and inspecting infrastructure by late Wednesday afternoon.

Back in Florida, Mark and Gisa Emeterio enjoyed a peaceful afternoon sunbathing and wading in the 
ocean at Vero Beach. The newly retired couple from Sacramento, California, wanted to relax after spend-
ing the morning shuttering their home.

Mark, a retired pipe layer, and Gina, a retired state employee, planned to wait it out the storm with local 
friends more experienced with hurricanes.

“We got each other,” Mark Emeterio said. “So we’re good.”
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“I told him, ‘Whatever happens, hold my hand,’” his wife joked.
___
Associated Press writers Seth Borenstein and Michael Balsamo in Washington; Danica Coto in San Juan, 

Puerto Rico; Marcia Dunn in Cape Canaveral, Florida; Marcus Lim in Miami; Ellis Rua in Vero Beach and 
Mike Schneider in Orlando, Florida, contributed to this report.

Satellite photos show burning Iran space center launch pad
By JON GAMBRELL Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — A rocket at an Iranian space center that was to conduct a satellite 
launch criticized by the U.S. apparently exploded on its launch pad Thursday, satellite images show, sug-
gesting the Islamic Republic suffered its third failed launch this year alone.

While Iranian state media did not acknowledge the incident at the Imam Khomeini Space Center in Iran’s 
Semnan province, a top official wrote on Twitter early Friday that a satellite Tehran planned to launch was 
safe in a lab.

Satellite images by Planet Labs Inc. and Maxar Technologies showed a black plume of smoke rising above 
a launch pad there, with what appeared to be the charred remains of a rocket and its launch stand. In 
previous days, satellite images had shown officials there repainted the launch pad blue.

On Thursday morning, half of that paint apparently had been burned away.
“Whatever happened there, it blew up and you’re looking at the smoldering remains of what used to be 

there,” said David Schmerler, a senior research associate at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies.
Schmerler told The Associated Press that the images of the space center suggested that the rocket 

could have exploded during ignition or possibly briefly lifted off before crashing back down on the pad. 
Water runoff from the pad, likely from trying to extinguish the blaze, could be seen along with a host of 
vehicles parked nearby.

NPR first reported on the satellite images of the apparent failed launch at the space center, some 240 
kilometers (150 miles) southeast of Iran’s capital, Tehran.

Iranian satellite launches had been anticipated before the end of the year.
In July, Iran’s Information and Communications Technology Minister Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi 

told the AP that Tehran planned three more launches this year, two for satellites that do remote-sensing 
work and another that handles communications.

The Nahid-1 is reportedly the telecommunication satellite. Nahid in Farsi means “Venus.” The satellite, 
which had Iran’s first foldable solar panels, was supposed to be in a low orbit around the Earth for some 
two-and-a-half months.

The semi-official Mehr news agency quoted Jahromi on Aug. 13 as saying that the Nahid-1 was ready 
to be delivered to Iran’s Defense Ministry, signaling a launch date for the satellite likely loomed. Iran’s 
National Week of Government, during which Tehran often inaugurates new projects, began Aug. 24.

On Twitter early Friday, Jahromi did not discuss the apparent rocket explosion, but asserted the Nahid-1 
was safe.

“Apparently, some reports say the third attempt for putting a satellite into orbit have been unsuccessful,” 
he wrote. “Nahid-1 is fine, indeed. It is now in a laboratory and reporters can come and see it.”

Jahromi’s claim, if true, could suggest something went wrong in fueling the rocket prior to launch.
Earlier on Thursday, Iran’s Defense Minister Gen. Amir Hatami told the state-run IRNA news agency 

that the country’s satellite activities were “being done in a transparent way,” responding to AP and other 
foreign media reporting on activity at the space center.

“Whenever activity and research bear successful results, we will announce the good news,” Hatami said. 
Iran at times in the past hasn’t acknowledged failed launches.

The apparent failed rocket launch comes after two failed satellite launches of the Payam and Doosti in 
January and February. A separate fire at the Imam Khomeini Space Center in February also killed three 
researchers, authorities said at the time.
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“I think it is certainly an image problem,” said Michael Connell, an Iran analyst at the Arlington, Virginia-

based nonprofit research organization CNA. “I think it’s going to embarrass the Iranian space agency. On 
the other hand though, getting a satellite into space ... takes time.”

Over the past decade, Iran has sent several short-lived satellites into orbit and in 2013 launched a mon-
key into space.

The U.S. alleges such launches defy a U.N. Security Council resolution calling on Iran to undertake no 
activity related to ballistic missiles capable of delivering nuclear weapons.

Iran, which long has said it does not seek nuclear weapons, maintains its satellite launches and rocket 
tests do not have a military component. Tehran also says it doesn’t violate the U.N. as it only “called upon” 
Tehran not to conduct such tests.

The tests have taken on new importance to the U.S. amid the maximalist approach to Iran taken by 
President Donald Trump’s administration. Tensions have been high between the countries since Trump 
unilaterally withdrew the U.S. from Iran’s nuclear deal over a year ago and imposed sanctions, including 
on Iran’s oil industry. Iran recently has begun to break the accord itself while trying to push Europe to 
help it sell oil abroad.

The State Department did not respond to a request for comment.
___
Associated Press writer Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report.
___
Follow Jon Gambrell on Twitter at www.twitter.com/jongambrellAP .

Alabama governor apologizes for wearing blackface in college
By KIM CHANDLER Associated Press
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey apologized Thursday for wearing blackface decades 

ago, becoming the latest politician to face scrutiny over racially insensitive photos and actions from their 
university days.

Ivey, 74, issued the apology after a 1967 radio interview surfaced in which her now-ex-husband describes 
her actions at Auburn University, where she was vice president of the student government association.

“I offer my heartfelt apologies for the pain and embarrassment this causes, and I will do all I can — 
going forward — to help show the nation that the Alabama of today is a far cry from the Alabama of the 
1960s,” Ivey said.

Ivey released a recording of the college radio interview she and then-fiance Ben LaRavia gave. In the 
interview, LaRavia describes Ivey as wearing coveralls and “black paint all over her face” while pretending 
to search for used cigars on the ground in a skit at the Baptist Student Union party. The skit was called 
“Cigar Butts.” No other details of the skit were given.

Ivey and LaRavia were married for a short time and later divorced.
Ivey said Thursday that she did not remember the skit, but “will not deny what is the obvious.”
“As such, I fully acknowledge — with genuine remorse — my participation in a skit like that back when 

I was a senior in college.”
“While some may attempt to excuse this as acceptable behavior for a college student during the mid-

1960s, that is not who I am today, and it is not what my Administration represents all these years later.”
Ivey’s press secretary, Gina Maiola, said Auburn University brought the recording to the attention of the 

governor’s office, which decided to release it publicly. University officials discovered the interview while 
working on a project to digitize and archive old university records, Maiola said.

Ivey is the latest politician to face scrutiny over wearing blackface decades ago.
A racist photo in the medical school yearbook of Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam led to calls for his resigna-

tion. Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring also acknowledged wearing blackface in college.
The Alabama NAACP issued a statement calling for Ivey’s resignation, saying her apology “does not 

erase the fact that she participated in these activities that mocked and intimidated African Americans.”
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“It may have been 52 years ago when the skit happened, but it apparently still shapes who she is today,” 

Benard Simelton president of the Alabama NAACP said in a statement. The statement noted some of 
Ivey’s actions as governor, including signing into law legislation that protected Confederate and any other 
longstanding monuments from being torn down.

U.S. Rep. Terri Sewell, the only African American member of Alabama’s congressional delegation, said 
“Ivey’s actions were reprehensible and are deeply offensive.”

“Her words of apology ring hollow if not met with real action to bridge the racial divide,” Sewell said.
Alabama Senate Minority Leader Bobby Singleton, who is African American, said he appreciated Ivey 

“owning” the incident and apologizing for it.
“While I think this is something that is disturbing in the African American community, for someone to 

make a mockery of us and our culture, I appreciate her for at least owning it and coming out publicly 
with it,” Singleton said.  He said Ivey called him Thursday morning to personally apologize. “I said to the 
governor, ‘I think this is a teachable moment.’”

Asked for comment on the NAACP call for Ivey to resign, Maiola said “the governor’s commitment to 
serve the state is unchanged and unwavering.”

In February, when The Associated Press asked Ivey about her sorority sisters wearing blackface in her 
1967 yearbook, she said she had never worn blackface and didn’t recall ever participating in a racially 
insensitive event.

Maiola said Thursday that the governor did not remember, and still does not remember, the skit described 
on the radio.

The 1967 yearbook photo shows five members with black masks portraying “minstrels” in a rush skit. 
Its caption reads, “Alpha Gam Minstrels welcome rushees aboard their showboat.”

The photo is on the same page as a description of the sorority and the accomplishments of its members. 
The page notes that Ivey was vice president of the student body.

“When I was shown that picture, it had to be a rush skit or something at the sorority at some point in 
time, but no, I didn’t remember it,” she said at the time. “I certainly wasn’t a part of it.”

Opioid settlement would divide money based on local impact
By GEOFF MULVIHILL and ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The multibillion-dollar settlement that the maker of OxyContin is negotiating to 
settle a crush of lawsuits over the nation’s opioid crisis contains formulas for dividing up the money among 
state and local governments across the country, The Associated Press has learned.

The formulas would take into account several factors, including opioid distribution in a given jurisdiction, 
the number of people who misuse opioids and the number of overdose deaths.

Spelling out the way the settlement is to be split could forestall squabbles over the money and avoid 
what some see as the mistakes made with the hundreds of billions of dollars received under the nationwide 
settlement with Big Tobacco during the 1990s.

Activists have complained that precious little of the money from the tobacco industry went toward anti-
smoking programs and too much was diverted toward state budget holes, pensions and other things 
unrelated to smoking’s toll.

In the case of the opioid litigation, some of the plaintiffs have said they want direct control over the 
money to make sure it goes toward treating and preventing addiction and covering some of the taxpayer 
costs associated with the deadly epidemic, including mental health services, police calls and foster care 
for children of addicts.

Published reports say a proposed $10 billion to $12 billion settlement of the opioid claims with Purdue 
Pharma is taking shape.

As an example of the proposed formulas, Cabell County, West Virginia, a hard-hit part of Appalachia, and 
the local governments in it would get a total of $975,000 for every $1 billion in the settlement. Philadelphia 
would receive $6.5 million.
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The talks are being overseen by a federal judge in Cleveland. But Purdue wants any settlement to apply 

to all claims against it, according to a person familiar with the talks but not authorized to discuss them 
publicly. That would include the nearly 2,000 lawsuits in federal court and the hundreds of other local 
government and state lawsuits filed in state courts.

Under the plan now on the table, Purdue Pharma would file for bankruptcy and transform itself into a 
“public benefit trust corporation,” with all profits from drug sales and other proceeds going to the plaintiffs, 
news reports said.

The Sackler family would give up ownership of Purdue Pharma and contribute at least $3 billion of its 
money toward the total, the reports said.

The amount being described in the proposed settlement pales in comparison to the cost of the nation’s 
opioid epidemic, which has contributed to the deaths of some 400,000 people in the U.S. since 2000.

Government health officials have pegged the economic toll of the prescription opioid epidemic at more than 
$78 billion per year, according to a 2016 estimate by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The figure includes the costs of medical care, addiction treatment, lost productivity and legal expenses.

“The amount of money that’s being offered in this settlement doesn’t even scratch the surface for what’s 
needed,” said Ryan Hampton, a Los Angeles-based advocate who founded the nonprofit The Voices Project 
to mobilize people in recovery from opioid addiction. “This settlement deal is a complete slap in the face. 
We want to see Purdue have their day in court. We know more money will come if this case goes to trial.”

Hampton, who worked on the first-ever U.S. Surgeon General’s report on addiction in 2016, said Thursday 
he has launched “a massive effort” among victims’ families and people affected by the crisis to call state 
attorneys general and urge them to reject the settlement proposal.

Stamford, Connecticut-based Purdue declined to comment Thursday but said earlier in the week that it 
sees little good in years of “wasteful litigation and appeals” and believes a far-reaching settlement is the 
best solution.

Purdue is privately owned and not required to issue public financial reports. But Decision Resources 
Group, a health care research and consulting firm, estimates Purdue brought in $13.6 billion from 2014 
through 2018 just from sales of its OxyContin, Butrans and Hysingla opioid painkillers.

___
Mulvihill reported from Cherry Hill, New Jersey.
___
Associated Press writers Carla K. Johnson in Seattle, Linda Johnson in Trenton, New Jersey, and Matthew 

Perrone in Washington, D.C., contributed to this report.

In 7 days of tweets, Trump lets the bedbugs bite
By CALVIN WOODWARD Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — As a consequential week played out in world affairs and economic anxieties grew, 
exclamation points kept sprouting on President Donald Trump’s tweets. But they were about other things. 
Like bedbugs.

His tweets railed about the “incompetent Mayor of San Juan!” in the unnerving hours before the gather-
ing hurricane, Dorian, brushed past Puerto Rico en route to the mainland. When the stock market took 
a dive, he poked fun at a little known Democratic presidential contender. Getting ready for dinner with 
world leaders, he took on critics who think he has a “Messiah complex.”

Trump’s Twitter feed is rarely normal. But over the last seven days, it has revealed a striking disconnect 
between matters of gravity and his trivial excitations.

These tweets have come both when he is very busy and apparently idle, often published by his own 
hand, sometimes by the hidden hand of aides tweeting his wishes under his account. Some in his orbit 
say he’s worried about an economic downturn and what that might do to his reelection chances, and that 
pressure is showing in his tweets.

Divining a change of winds in Trump’s Twitter performance — much less his overall temperament — can 
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be a fraught exercise. A master of provocation and changing the subject, he famously uses the medium 
for visceral venting and as a cudgel when anyone or anything raises his ire. His only reliable pattern is 
erraticism.

But those close to him acknowledge this is a particularly scattershot stretch from an always restive 
president.

Four officials and Republicans close to the White House, none authorized to discuss private conversa-
tions and therefore speaking anonymously, say Trump has become consumed by his reelection chances 
and begun to fret privately about the economy slowing down and hurting his prospects as the trade war 
with China takes a deeper bite.

They also say Trump has grown more confident in his ability to do the job and less in need of the cooler 
heads who constrained some of his impulsiveness before. Given churning staff turnover, there are fewer 
such people anyway.

One result: a president bouncing from attack line to attack line in tweets divorced from or only margin-
ally connected to the real-world events at hand. Over seven days:

FRIDAY, AUG. 23
Trump typically uses the performance of the stock market as a barometer of his success — when it goes 

up. On this day, the Dow Jones Industrial Average takes a sharp drop and Trump responds with a joke:
“The Dow is down 573 points perhaps on the news that Representative Seth Moulton, whoever that may 

be, has dropped out of the 2020 Presidential Race!”
SATURDAY, AUG. 24
Trump comes away from a two-hour meeting with French President Emmanuel Macron at the G-7 and is 

getting ready for dinner with the other leaders. He wants to explain a “Messiah complex” flap on Twitter:
“When I looked up to the sky and jokingly said ‘I am the chosen one,’ at a press conference two days 

ago, referring to taking on Trade with China, little did I realize that the media would claim that I had a 
‘Messiah complex.’ They knew I was kidding, being sarcastic, and just having fun.”

SUNDAY, AUG. 25
On the sidelines of the G-7 summit of world leaders, French diplomacy produces an unexpected meet-

ing with Iran’s foreign minister, a potentially groundbreaking development with an adversary of the West.
As this unfolds in the halls, Trump tweets in honor of talk-show veteran Regis Philbin: “Happy Birthday 

Regis, a truly special man!” Trump plays up an opinion poll he likes and makes the improbable claim that 
the other world leaders mainly want to know from him “why does the American media hate your Country 
so much?”

MONDAY, AUG. 26
Trump is in a meeting with German Chancellor Angela Merkel and speaking to reporters about Islamic 

State fighters — not fumbling with his phone — when an aide tweets under his name:
“The story by Axios that President Trump wanted to blow up large hurricanes with nuclear weapons 

prior to reaching shore is ridiculous. I never said this. Just more FAKE NEWS!”
Axios stood by the story, which quoted unidentified officials and referred to a 2017 National Security 

Council memo said to have captured one conversation about bombing hurricanes. The government ana-
lyzed the idea generations ago and concluded it would not work.

TUESDAY, AUG. 27
A hurricane watch is in effect for Puerto Rico, still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Maria 

in 2017.
Trump: “No bedbugs at Doral. The Radical Left Democrats, upon hearing that the perfectly located (for 

the next G-7) Doral National MIAMI was under consideration for the next G-7, spread that false and nasty 
rumor. Not nice!”

After pitching his Doral resort outside Miami as a locale for the next G-7 summit, Trump is annoyed by 
reports noting that a guest sued the property in 2016, alleging he suffered bedbug bites there. The Trump 
Organization denied the resort experienced an infestation. The Washington Post said the organization 
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reached a settlement with the man who sued.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 28
With anxiety growing in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands over the approaching storm, Trump is still 

on the subject of bedbugs. He tweets about bedbugs found in The New York Times building and seems 
exasperated that a hurricane is heading, “as usual, to Puerto Rico.” He swipes at San Juan Mayor Carmen 
Yulín Cruz. Around this time, winds over the sea are gusting to more than 90 miles per hour, nearly 150 
kilometers per hour.

A second tweet brands Puerto Rico “one of the most corrupt places on earth. Their political system is 
broken and their politicians are either Incompetent or Corrupt.” Fifteen minutes later, the hurricane watch 
is upgraded to a warning.

Into the evening, Trump is contemplating what the “Age of Trump” will look like many years from now. 
He hopes “a big part of my legacy will be the exposing of massive dishonesty in the Fake News!”

Dorian inflicted limited damage in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands as it took a menacing track toward 
Florida.

THURSDAY, AUG. 29
Trump is celebrating Puerto Rico’s escape from major damage from Dorian, warning Florida to get ready 

and enjoying the predicament of a couple of people who get under his skin.
A day earlier, MSNBC’s Lawrence O’Donnell retracted his story about supposed Russian ties to Trump’s 

finances and apologized for reporting it. On Thursday, the FBI chief Trump fired, James Comey, was found 
by the Justice Department’s inspector general to have violated policy in his handling of memos document-
ing private conversations with the president and in giving sensitive, though not classified, information to 
the media.

“ALL APOLOGIZE!” Trump demanded. 
That was the 27,275th tweet curated by the online Trump Twitter Archive since he joined in May 2009, 

not counting retweets. 
His tone has changed since those days. 
Back then, he offered occasional New Age bromides like this from his first month on Twitter: “Strive for 

wholeness and keep your sense of wonder intact.” 
___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin and Jonathan Lemire contributed to this report.

Trump declares new Space Command key to American defense
By ROBERT BURNS AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Declaring space crucial to the nation’s defense, President Donald Trump said 
Thursday the Pentagon has established U.S. Space Command to preserve American dominance on “the 
ultimate high ground.”

“This is a landmark day,” Trump said in a Rose Garden ceremony, “one that recognizes the centrality of 
space to America’s national security and defense.”

He said Space Command, headed by a four-star Air Force general, will “ensure that America’s superiority 
in space is never questioned and never threatened.”

But there’s still no Space Force.
Space Force, which has become a reliable applause line for Trump at his campaign rallies, has yet to 

win final approval by Congress.
The renewed focus on space as a military domain reflects concern about the vulnerability of U.S. sat-

ellites, both military and commercial, that are critical to U.S. interests and are potentially susceptible to 
disruption by Chinese and Russian anti-satellite weapons.

The role of the new Space Command is to conduct operations such as enabling satellite-based navigation 
and communications for troops and commanders in the field and providing warning of missile launches 
abroad. That is different from a Space Force, which would be a distinct military service like the Army, Navy, 
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Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard.

Congress has inched toward approving the creation of a Space Force despite skepticism from some 
lawmakers of both parties. The House and Senate bills differ on some points, and an effort to reconcile 
the two will begin after Congress returns from its August recess.

When Jim Mattis was defense secretary, the Pentagon was hesitant to embrace the idea of a Space 
Force. Trump’s first Pentagon chief initially saw it as potentially redundant and not the best use of defense 
dollars. His successor, Mark Esper, has cast himself as a strong supporter of creating both a Space Force 
and a command dedicated to space.

“To ensure the protection of America’s interests in space, we must apply the necessary focus, energy 
and resources to the task, and that is exactly what Space Command will do,” Esper said Wednesday.

“As a unified combatant command, the United States Space Command is the next crucial step toward 
the creation of an independent Space Force as an additional armed service,” he added.

Kaitlyn Johnson, a defense space expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said she 
considers it likely, but not certain, that Congress will approve a Space Force in the 2020 defense bill.

The people in Space Force would be assigned to missions directed by Space Command, just as members 
of the Army and other services are assigned to an organization like U.S. Strategic Command.

Like other branches of the military, Space Force would be headed by a four-star general who would have 
a seat at the table with the other Joint Chiefs of Staff. Trump wanted Space Force to be “separate but 
equal” to the other services, but instead it is expected to be made part of the Air Force, similar to how 
the Marine Corps is part of the Navy.

Reestablishing Space Command has been a less politically contentious matter. There is a consensus that 
it is the most straightforward step among those proposed to shore up space defenses.

“This step puts us on a path to maintain a competitive advantage,” Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a National Space Council meeting last week. He also endorsed creating 
Space Force, saying it would make a “profound difference.”

Initially, the opening of Space Command will have little practical effect on how the military handles its 
space responsibilities. Air Force Space Command currently deals with more than three-quarters of the 
military space mission, and it is expected to only gradually hand off those duties to the new command.

Johnson, the CSIS expert, said the attention to space during the Trump administration has led some 
to exaggerate the scope of change reflected in the moves to create Space Command and Space Force.

These moves, she said, “seem very flashy and fun” but are not.
“It’s really just a reorganization of functions that are already happening within the military,” she said.
Air Force Gen. John “Jay” Raymond will serve as the first commander of U.S. Space Command. He cur-

rently heads Air Force Space Command.
At his Senate confirmation hearing June 4, Raymond made the case for changing the way the military 

approaches its space mission.
“Unfortunately, our adversaries have had a front row seat into our many successes and have seen the 

advantages that they provide us,” he said. “And to be honest, they don’t like what they see. And they’re 
rapidly developing capabilities to negate our use of space and to negate the advantage that space provides.”

Italy’s bitter political foes unite in bid to foil Salvini
BY COLLEEN BARRY and GIADA ZAMPANO Associated Press

ROME (AP) — Days after stepping down, Italy’s ex-premier accepted the role of premier-designate on 
Thursday in a bid to cobble together a new coalition of long-time political foes aimed at blocking a power 
grab by Matteo Salvini, the right-wing leader whose anti-migrant crackdowns and euroskeptic provocations 
have dominated Italian politics for more than a year.

But even if Giuseppe Conte, a 55-year-old law professor whose political career spans 14 months at the 
helm of a mostly squabbling populist coalition, succeeds in building a new majority between the grass-
roots 5-Star Movement and the center-left Democratic Party, political analysts warn it may not last.
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“Weak leadership and significant intra-party cleavages ... will limit the shelf-life” of any coalition gov-

ernment between the two parties, which were bitter enemies until just days ago, said Wolfango Piccoli, 
co-president of the Teneo consultancy.

Another government collapse would likely set the country back on course to new elections, which could 
play straight into the hands of Salvini, the leader of the right-wing, anti-migrant League party.

Salvini, whose popularity soared as he grabbed the spotlight with hard-line policies blocking Italian 
ports to humanitarian rescue ships carrying migrants, is already crying foul, accusing the 5-Stars and the 
Democratic Party of engineering a plan to block his ascent to power.

On Thursday, he called for a demonstration in Rome on Oct. 19 to protest any outcome that doesn’t 
lead to fresh elections.

“We need to be heard against this theft of democracy,” Salvini said in a Facebook direct video.
Salvini plunged Italy into crisis when he withdrew support for Conte earlier this month in a bid to force 

new elections that he was convinced the League would win. Salvini was emboldened by his strong show-
ing in this spring’s European elections as well as local votes and political surveys that showed the League 
had nearly doubled its support since the 2018 elections, while that of the 5-Stars had fallen by half.

But Salvini didn’t count on the former political foes closing ranks. And he is set to lose both his role 
as Italy’s powerful interior minister in charge of migrant policy and his position as vice premier if a new 
government is installed.

The 5-Star Movement and Democrats are an unlikely alliance. The two parties have long traded barbed 
insults and just last year, the Democratic Party refused to even consider talks with the 5-Star Movement 
after inconclusive March 2018 national elections that eventually led to the 5-Star coalition with the League.

But in accepting the challenge to create a new coalition, the head of the Democratic Party, Nicola Zinga-
retti, said the parties intended to end “the season of hatred, of rancor and of fear.”

Salvini’s move created political instability that once again focused investor attention on Italy, raising bor-
rowing costs on its stubbornly high debt which eased after President Sergio Mattarella formally tapped 
Conte as premier-designate. Italy also faces a critical fall deadline for drafting a budget for the European 
Union, with the looming prospect of raising the value-added tax to cover shortfalls.

Conte is seen as an ally of the 5-Stars, even though the law professor had no party affiliation when he 
became premier in June 2018. He kept a relatively low profile during the 5-Star-League government, but 
before handing in his resignation on Aug. 20, he blasted Salvini for forcing his government to collapse.

Conte immediately began meetings with parties Thursday, and said he will work hard to give the country 
a solid government as Rome faces key decisions and a delicate political phase.

“We’re at the beginning of a new legislature and we need to make up for the time we’ve lost to allow 
Italy to recover its central role in Europe,” Conte said.

He stressed that a new government would not be “against someone” — a clear reference to Salvini — but 
said the government needed to act quickly to name Italy’s candidate for the new European Commission 
and to draft a complex budget law.

“This is a very delicate phase for the country,” Conte said. “We need to exit political uncertainty as 
quickly as possible.”

____
Barry reported from Milan.

EPA moves to revoke rules on oil industry methane leaks
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER and CATHY BUSSEWITZ Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump administration moved Thursday to revoke regulations on methane 
leaks from oil facilities, a proposal environmental advocates said would renounce key federal authority to 
regulate the climate-damaging gas.

The proposed rule follows President Donald Trump’s directions to remove “unnecessary and duplicative 
regulatory burdens from the oil and gas industry,” Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew 
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Wheeler said in a statement.

Exxon Mobil and some other oil giants — wary of blowback from growing public concern over global 
warming — joined environmental groups in urging the Trump administration to drop the rollback on meth-
ane controls, although several state-level and national industry groups welcomed the easing.

The step would be the latest in a series unwinding the Obama administration’s efforts to cut climate-
changing emissions from the oil, gas and coal industries, including a 2016 rule regulating oil-industry 
methane leaks as a pollutant under the federal Clean Air Act.

Trump has pushed to open vast expanses of U.S. wilderness and coastline to oil and gas drilling, speed 
construction of petroleum pipelines and ease regulations on the industry, dismissing calls from scientists in 
and out of government for rapid cuts in oil, gas and coal emissions to stave off the worst of climate change.

Asked about global warming this week, Trump only lauded the United States’ “tremendous wealth.” ‘’The 
wealth is under its feet,” he said, praising oil and gas production.

Methane, the main component of natural gas, frequently leaks or is intentionally released during drilling 
operations. It traps far more heat in the atmosphere than carbon dioxide, doing 25 times the damage 
over the long term despite surviving for less time, according to the EPA.

The oil and gas industry is the nation’s primary source of methane emissions, according to the EPA, ac-
counting for nearly one-third in 2016.

Under Trump, both the Interior Department and the EPA have proposed a series of rules — some blocked 
by courts — to loosen regulation of methane emissions.

President Barack Obama’s administration had cited legal authority under the Clean Air Act to require 
companies to detect and stop methane leaks at oil and gas sites. The Trump administration contends 
that Obama’s EPA skipped required legal steps in making that decision, and its proposal Thursday seeks 
public comment on the issue.

“Essentially, this is the umpteenth iteration of the EPA’s exercise to define away its Clean Air Act authority 
... to address air pollution and greenhouse gases,” said Joseph Goffman, an EPA air official under Obama.

Methane levels globally have risen to historic highs, and the oil industry’s U.S. shale gas boom has been 
the single largest driver of that, said Robert Howarth, a professor of ecology at Cornell University.

“The increase in methane has contributed significantly to the accelerated global warming and climate 
disruption the Earth has experienced in recent years,” Howarth said in an email.

While environmental groups pointed to the long-term regulatory impact on methane overall, the oil in-
dustry said the direct immediate effect for methane emissions would be negligible.

Controls on other, regulated pollutants would also capture methane before it leaks from pipelines, said 
Erik Milito of the American Petroleum Institute.

The Obama-era requirements to find and fix methane leaks imposed “a disproportionate effect on small 
businesses” in the oil industry, Milito said. “A lot of mom and pops would have their wells shut in, elderly 
people with wells on their properties that could be shut down” under the rules to be rescinded.

But the rollbacks on emissions from oilfields, storage sites and pipelines have split the oil industry, wor-
rying some in the industry about growing blowback in a world increasingly mindful of climate change.

Some oil majors this year urged the administration to crack down — not ease up — on the emissions. 
They repeated that request Thursday.

Royal Dutch Shell has long supported the direct regulation of methane and urged the administration 
earlier this year to write a rule regulating existing sources of methane emissions.

“While the law may change in this instance, our environmental commitments will stand,” Gretchen Wat-
kins, Shell U.S. president, said in a statement.

Directly regulating methane emissions and driving down leaks is “not only the right thing to do for the 
environment, there is also a clear business case for doing this,” said Susan Dio, president of BP America, 
in a statement.

Exxon Mobil spokesman Scott Silvestri said the oil giant would continue urging EPA — as it has since last 
year — to stick to directly regulating methane emissions from oil and gas facilities.
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Asked about those requests, Anne Idsal, the EPA’s acting assistant administrator for air, told reporters, 

“We don’t preclude anyone from going above and beyond if that’s something they want to do.”
Environmental advocates and Democratic lawmakers called the rollback reckless.
Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware, top Democrat on the Senate Environmental and Public Works Committee, 

said, “The Trump administration has continued to pursue a course that would increase profit margins for the 
oil and gas industry, even if it means cutting commonsense public health and environmental protections.”

____
Bussewitz reported from New York.

Big NJ water agency failed in scandal when Booker was mayor
By RYAN J. FOLEY Associated Press

Months after Cory Booker took office as mayor of Newark, New Jersey, he cleared the way for his for-
mer campaign treasurer and law partner Elnardo Webster to wield influence at the nonprofit that supplied 
water to the city.

Over the next seven years, Booker’s allies and others squandered millions of dollars in public money at 
the nonprofit through kickbacks and embezzlement, bogus contracts, risky investments and excessive 
pay, according to investigations, criminal trials and federal testimony. The organization ultimately was dis-
solved, nine employees and contractors were indicted and city money was wasted that could have helped 
fix some of Newark’s aging water infrastructure.

By his account, Booker, then the nonprofit’s ex-officio chairman, was in the dark as the corruption went 
on, the organization’s budget rapidly escalated and concerned citizens started questioning contracts that 
went to the mayor’s supporters. He has expressed outrage at the wrongdoing and largely placed the 
blame on a small group of employees and contractors. But critics say Booker, who never attended any of 
its board meetings, missed red flags.

As a Democratic presidential candidate, Booker has leaned heavily on his record as Newark mayor, saying 
he helped deliver more jobs, housing and fresh food to its low-income residents. He has painted himself 
as a reformer who worked to limit the influence of money in politics. But the watershed scandal still burns 
some of his critics in New Jersey, who say it shows that Booker can be an inattentive manager and that 
at times he relied on machine politics that had long made Newark a hotbed for corruption.

“He may be gone, but it’s not forgotten,” says Guy Sterling, a local historian who called the scandal the 
biggest in Newark in the last 50 years.

It’s coming back into focus as Newark officials address a growing crisis involving high levels of lead in 
drinking water and as Booker seeks to break into the top tier of presidential candidates. The lead problems 
developed after he left office, but critics say the corruption that happened on his watch contributed to 
neglect of the water system.

A lawsuit and a criminal case stemming from the nonprofit’s demise are still unfolding. They could renew 
questions about whether Booker knew or should have known about the problems at the nonprofit, which 
was contracted to operate the city’s water treatment and distribution system and manage its fresh water 
reservoirs in northern New Jersey.

Booker’s campaign spokeswoman Sabrina Singh defended his record.
“Despite portrayals by critics to the contrary, Cory Booker faithfully executed his duties as they related 

to the Watershed, where a small group of employees and contractors conspired to conceal their criminal 
enterprise so effectively that accountants and even independent auditors didn’t discover the fraud,” she said.

A state investigation blasted Booker and his administration for failing to exercise oversight over the 
group’s operations.

There is no evidence Booker received any personal financial benefit, but he and his city council allies 
received tens of thousands of dollars in campaign donations from the group’s employees and contractors. 
Booker’s former law firm — which was paying him under a still-confidential buyout agreement — was paid 
by the nonprofit for services that would later be criticized as inadequate.
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Soon after Booker became mayor, Webster, his former campaign aide and law partner, authored a No-

vember 2006 memo recommending new watershed board members. The memo, written on law firm let-
terhead that still listed Booker as a partner, advised the mayor to appoint a businessman who had played 
college football with Webster. Also, the son of a campaign adviser and others.

Booker’s appointments followed many of Webster’s recommendations. The new board hired Webster 
and the Trenk DiPasquale law firm to serve as the watershed’s general counsel. The arrangement paid 
Webster $225 per hour and generated more than $1 million in legal fees over five years.

Booker had left the law firm months before its hiring, saying he wanted to avoid any conflicts as mayor. 
But he was still paid up to $150,000 annually under the buyout agreement.

A watchdog organization, the Newark Water Group, issued a report in 2011 that questioned the orga-
nization’s contracts with Booker’s former law firm and the rising spending on other contractors, including 
politically connected individuals. City and nonprofit officials dismissed the report as politically motivated, 
but later revelations would show that spending problems got worse in 2012.

The report triggered an investigation by the state comptroller’s office that uncovered a brokerage account 
in which the agency’s executive director, Linda Watkins Brashear, had secretly invested public money in 
high-risk securities trades that lost more than a half-million dollars.

After learning of that account, the board voted to dissolve the nonprofit in 2013 and approved a $453,805 
resignation payout to Brashear the same day. Webster drafted the severance agreement, which the comp-
troller concluded was an effort to have her leave “on terms that she would view as favorable.”

Booker says this is when he learned of “serious evidence of wrongdoing” and took steps to bring opera-
tions under city control.

Six years later, Brashear is in a West Virginia prison and Webster and his former law firm remain tangled 
in the aftermath.

Webster himself has not been charged with criminal wrongdoing. In a long-running civil matter, the de-
funct nonprofit is suing him, his legal associate Jodi Luciani and the law firm for legal malpractice as part 
of its attempt to recoup tax dollars tied to the scandal. So far, the nonprofit has succeeded in recovering 
about $3 million of the $15 million its trustees believe was wasted or stolen.

Webster, who has donated the maximum $2,800 to Booker’s presidential campaign, has defended his 
work as appropriate and said that he was unaware of illegal actions by others. He didn’t return messages 
seeking comment for this story.

The last defendant indicted in the scandal, former Newark police officer Janell Robinson, is to stand trial 
in December. Prosecutors say Robinson formed a company that accepted $289,000 to provide security 
services for the nonprofit and kicked back some of the money to Brashear, an employee who was promoted 
to executive director after helping run a Booker campaign office in 2006.

In FBI interviews, Brashear said that Booker’s administration empowered Webster to call the shots at 
the nonprofit and that employees were expected to raise campaign money for the mayor and his allies.

Brashear pleaded guilty in 2015 to receiving $990,000 in kickbacks from roughly a dozen employees and 
contractors, including her boyfriend and others whom she met during the Booker campaign. They either 
received money for work that wasn’t performed or for invoices that were inflated.

Some of the payments were routed through the watershed’s special projects manager, Donald Bernard 
Sr., who pleaded guilty to accepting $957,000 from contractors for help getting them work. Bernard and 
Brashear received the stiffest sentences of those convicted — about eight years in prison.

Brashear’s promotion had been recommended by Oscar James Sr., a political operative who supported 
Booker in the 2006 campaign. Oscar James Sr. soon became a no-bid contractor for questionable work at 
the nonprofit, investigators found. James, whose son was a member of the city council and the watershed 
board, pleaded guilty last year to evading taxes on some of the income.

James Sr. also helped associates land contracts, including a firefighter who worked for Booker’s campaign 
by taking down rivals’ signs at night and replacing them with Booker signs, Brashear told the FBI. Another 
Booker campaign volunteer was given landscaping contracts even though he had no prior experience and 



Friday, Aug. 30, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 061 ~ 43 of 52

Groton Daily Independent
purchased his equipment only after the contracts were awarded.

“Everybody put their hand in the pot whenever they felt like it. That can only happen if there is negligence 
on the city side,” said Columbia University economics professor Dan O’Flaherty, a former Booker supporter 
and acting city finance director. He noted that the watershed’s budget roughly doubled to $10 million within 
five years during Booker’s tenure as mayor and questioned why the city kept sending more money.

Brashear told the FBI that she justified increasing her misspending and embezzlement after watching 
Webster pursue contracts and jobs for some of his associates.

“The climate became such that employees felt they ‘could do their own thing’,” according to an FBI sum-
mary of an interview with Brashear.

But one function, she told agents, was closely monitored: the amount of money that she raised for Booker 
and allied campaigns. Webster gave her a list of contractors he expected to donate along with a goal, 
usually around $35,000, and she invited them to fundraisers with requests to donate specific amounts, 
Brashear said. Brashear recalled cutting one contractor’s pay and hours after he stopped contributing.

Attacks by US extremists lead to push for anti-terror laws
By ANDREW SELSKY Associated Press

SALEM, Oregon (AP) — A white man opens fire at a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, targeting Mexicans and 
killing 22 people. Another man kills 11 Jewish worshippers at a synagogue in Pittsburgh.

The two mass shootings and a presidential tweet put a spotlight on the idea of “domestic terrorism,” 
adding momentum to a debate about whether such attacks should be classified and tried in the same way 
as crimes against America by foreign extremist groups and their supporters. A Republican senator and a 
Democrat in the House of Representatives are drafting bills to do that while some Republicans call for a 
left-wing group to be designated a terrorist organization.

“Domestic terrorism is in our backyard and we need to call it and treat it under the law the same as 
other forms of terrorism,” said U.S. Sen. Martha McSally, an Arizona Republican who intends to introduce 
legislation when Congress returns in September.

McSally’s proposal would allow federal law enforcement to charge suspects with acts of domestic terror 
and add punishments for those crimes, including the death penalty.

Rep. Adam Schiff, a California Democrat, introduced legislation on Aug. 16 that he says is a “very high 
priority.”

“The goal is to put domestic terrorism at the same level of priority as ISIS- or al-Qaida-inspired terrorism, 
since Americans on American soil now are just as likely, if not more likely, to die at the hand of a domestic 
terrorist motivated by some hateful ideology like white supremacy,” Schiff said in a telephone interview.

Separately, two Republican senators are calling for an anti-fascist movement known as antifa to be des-
ignated as a domestic terrorist organization. The push comes after clashes between white supremacists 
and antifa in Portland, Oregon, which drew a tweet from President Trump suggesting domestic terrorism 
designation for antifa but not the white supremacists. Such a designation does not currently exist.

While a push to rethink what should be deemed terrorism gains some momentum, it has sparked con-
cerns about infringement of constitutional rights. It’s also not clear whether the debate will be embraced 
in a bipartisan way, though McSally said this week that her bill has received “a lot of positive feedback ... 
from both sides of the aisle.”

Schiff said he hopes for “bipartisan support for an effort to put the full weight of the federal government 
behind the prosecution of people committing these hateful acts of domestic mass terror.”

Meanwhile, Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas is working on “legal mechanisms” that would enable do-
mestic terrorist organizations to be treated like those on the State Department’s list of foreign extremist 
groups, his spokeswoman Maria Jeffrey said in an email.

Cruz and Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-Louisiana, introduced a resolution on July 18 condemning antifa, and calling 
for it to be designated as a domestic terrorist organization.

As antifa activists prepared to square off against far-right demonstrators in Portland, Oregon, on Aug. 
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17, President Donald Trump tweeted that “major consideration is being given to naming ANTIFA an ‘OR-
GANIZATION of TERROR.’”

Currently, only foreign groups can be labeled terrorist organizations. The U.S. State Department maintains 
that list , currently comprising 68 groups — none of which is white supremacist. It is a crime for a person 
in the United States to knowingly provide “material support or resources” to a foreign terrorist organization.

Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Oregon, said he doesn’t believe Congress should enable the executive branch to 
designate groups as domestic terrorists.

“I wouldn’t trust this administration to exercise such power in an unbiased and judicious manner,” Merk-
ley said.

The Anti-Defamation League says antifa hasn’t been accused of any murders, and that there is no com-
parison between the loosely organized movement and the white supremacist groups it sometimes clashes 
with. Antifa uses “unacceptable tactics” but rejects racism, while white supremacists use more extreme 
violence to intimidate minorities, the ADL said.

Schiff denounced Trump’s tweet as “a disservice to our efforts to combat domestic mass terror.”
“I see it as the same destructive political posturing we’ve come to expect from the president, that would 

argue white supremacists’ hate is not the problem, antifa is the problem,” Schiff said.
Mary McCord, who used to lead the Justice Department’s National Security Division, said labeling domestic 

groups as terrorist organizations would infringe on First Amendment rights such as freedom of expression. 
Instead, she advocates making domestic terrorism a federal crime, which would enable prosecution for 
providing material support. Such support could include providing funds, a safe haven or weapons.

The most common international terrorism charge is providing material support, accounting for nearly 
half of federal terrorism-related prosecutions since Sept. 11, 2001, McCord said.

Schiff said his bill would allow the prosecution of providing material support to a domestic terrorist.
Jeanne Theoharis, a political science professor at Brooklyn College who has written several books on 

civil rights, worries about such a provision.
“What material support does is allow for going after people whose beliefs and associations are well 

outside the mainstream,” Theoharis said. “It provides a way for the government to go after people whose 
politics they don’t like.”

___
AP writer Jonathan J. Cooper in Phoenix contributed to this report.
___
Follow Andrew Selsky on Twitter at https://twitter.com/andrewselsky

Thanks to consumers, US economy is rising steadily if slowly
By MARTIN CRUTSINGER AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. economy slowed in the spring, and most analysts expect it to weaken 

further in the months ahead. Yet the main driver of growth — consumer spending — remains vigorous 
enough to keep the economy growing steadily if still modestly.

Spending by households, which accounts for about 70% of economic growth, accelerated in the April-
June quarter to its fastest pace in nearly five years. Eventually, President Donald Trump’s tariffs on hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in imports could bring higher prices and lower consumer spending. But for now, 
household spending remains a vital pillar of the economy.

The nation’s gross domestic product — the broadest gauge of economic health —  grew at a moder-
ate 2% annual rate in the April-June quarter, the Commerce Department reported Thursday. That was 
down from a 3.1% growth rate in the first quarter, but it would have been much weaker without a burst 
of consumer demand.

Economists generally expect growth to slow to a 2% annual rate or less for the rest of the year. But 
most think consumer spending will be enough to offset headwinds ranging from a slowing global economy 
to growing uncertainties caused by Trump’s trade war with China.
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In the April-June period, consumer spending shot up to an annual rate of 4.7%, the best showing since 

the final quarter of 2014. The surge followed two weak quarters for spending as car sales sank and house-
holds grew cautious after a stock market fall and a partial shutdown of the government.

At the same time, business investment is weakening in the face of the uncertainties created by the taxes 
that Trump has imposed on numerous imports — goods that many American businesses rely upon.

Gus Faucher, chief economist at PNC Financial, said he expects the trade war to begin to weigh on 
consumers in the second half of this year as some of Trump’s additional tariffs on Chinese products take 
effect Sunday and others on Dec. 15. In addition, higher tariffs on a separate group of Chinese products 
are to take effect Oct. 1.

Faucher said thinks growth is slowing to a 1.5% annual rate in the current July-September quarter and 
will dip to around a sluggish 1.3% rate in the fourth quarter.

“On the plus side, consumers remain in good shape ... with solid job growth and good wage gains,” 
Faucher said. “But the higher tariffs are going to cause consumers to pull back for a time, especially on 
big-ticket items like cars and appliances.”

But by mid-2020, Faucher said, he expects spending to start accelerating as consumers become used 
to the higher tariffs. He said he thinks the strength from such spending will help avoid a recession.

The latest earnings reports from retailers show that some stores are faring better than others. Discount-
ers are doing well, with Dollar Tree, Dollar General and Five Below all reporting solid sales figures in the 
most recent quarter.

And although Best Buy managed to post an increase in a key sales figure, it was overshadowed by 
disappointing revenue and by concerns about Trump’s taxes on Chinese imports. The electronics retailer 
lowered its revenue outlook for the year, citing the expected impact of tariffs.

Best Buy said it expects TVs, smartwatches and headphones to be affected by tariffs that take effect 
Sept. 1. Computers, smartphones and video game consoles would come next on Dec. 15.

CEO Corie Barry said she was unsure if Best Buy will raise prices yet, saying it’s difficult to predict how 
customers would respond.

Trump, who is counting on a strong economy to support his re-election bid, has a decidedly upbeat view 
of the economy. In a tweet Thursday, Trump asserted that “the economy is doing GREAT, with tremendous 
upside potential! If the Fed would do what they should, we are a Rocket upward!”

The president, who last week called Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell an “enemy,” has been 
demanding that the Fed cut rates by a full percentage point — a proposal that most economists regard as 
wildly excessive. The Fed did cut rates by a quarter-point last month, the first rate reduction in a decade, 
and is expected to do so again at least twice more this year.

Some analysts say they think the expectation of further rate cuts makes them believe that the economy 
won’t be pushed into a recession by the trade war.

The 2% annual GDP growth in the April-June quarter represented a slight downward revision from the 
government’s first estimate of a 2.1% growth rate. Trump has pledged to achieve annual growth at annual 
rates of 3% or better. But economists generally foresee GDP slowing sharply after hitting 2.9% last year.

For all of 2019, economists estimate that GDP will slow to around 2.2% and then drop to below 2% 
in 2020 as the economy faces headwinds from the global slowdown and the effects from the escalating 
trade war with China.

The biggest factor in the government’s downward revision for the April-June quarter was a smaller gain 
in spending by state and local governments and fewer export sales. American exports have been hurt 
by the retaliatory tariffs China and other countries have imposed on U.S. soybeans and other products.

Business investment spending turned negative in the second quarter, falling at a 0.6% annual rate, which 
many economists believe occurred because of the uncertainty among businesses resulting from Trump’s 
trade war.

Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Analytics, said he isn’t forecasting a recession in the next 18 
months but said one can’t be ruled out in light of Trump’s trade war with China.
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“If the president continues to ratchet up the rhetoric and his tariffs on China, it will continue to unnerve 

business people who are already being more cautious with their investment plans,” Zandi said. “The risks 
of going into a recession are high if the president keeps escalating his trade war.”

___
AP Business Writer Joseph Pisani contributed to this report.

New genetic links to same-sex sexuality found in huge study
By LINDSEY TANNER AP Medical Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The largest study of its kind found new evidence that genes contribute to same-sex 
sexual behavior, but it echoes research that says there are no specific genes that make people gay.

The genome-wide research on DNA from nearly half a million U.S. and U.K. adults identified five genetic 
variants not previously linked with gay or lesbian sexuality. The variants were more common in people 
who reported ever having had a same-sex sexual partner. That includes people whose partners were 
exclusively of the same sex and those who mostly reported heterosexual behavior.

The researchers said thousands more genetic variants likely are involved and interact with factors that 
aren’t inherited, but that none of them cause the behavior nor can predict whether someone will be gay.

The research “provides the clearest glimpse yet into the genetic underpinnings of same-sex sexual 
behavior,” said co-author Benjamin Neale, a psychiatric geneticist at the Broad Institute in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

“We also found that it’s effectively impossible to predict an individual’s sexual behavior from their ge-
nome. Genetics is less than half of this story for sexual behavior but it’s still a very important contributing 
factor,” Neale said.

The study was released Thursday by the journal Science. Results are based on genetic testing and 
survey responses.

Some of the genetic variants found were present in both men and women. Two in men were located 
near genes involved in male-pattern baldness and sense of smell, raising intriguing questions about how 
regulation of sex hormones and smell may influence same-sex behavior.

Importantly, most participants were asked about frequency of same-sex sexual behavior but not if they 
self-identified as gay or lesbian.  Fewer than 5% of U.K. participants and about 19% of U.S. participants 
reported ever having a same-sex sexual experience.

The researchers acknowledged that limitation and emphasized that the study’s focus was on behavior, 
not sexual identity or orientation. They also note that the study only involved people of European ancestry 
and can’t answer whether similar results would be found in other groups.

Origins of same-sex behavior are uncertain. Some of the strongest evidence of a genetic link comes 
from studies in identical twins. Many scientists believe that social, cultural, family and other biological fac-
tors are also involved, while some religious groups and skeptics consider it a choice or behavior that can 
be changed.

A Science commentary notes that the five identified variants had such a weak effect on behavior that 
using the results “for prediction, intervention or a supposed ‘cure’ is wholly and unreservedly impossible.”

“Future work should investigate how genetic predispositions are altered by environmental factors,” Uni-
versity of Oxford sociologist Melinda Mills said in the commentary.

Other experts not involved in the study had varied reactions.
Dr. Kenneth Kendler a specialist in psychiatric genetics at Virginia Commonwealth University, called it “a 

very important paper that advances the study of the genetics of human sexual preference substantially. 
The results are broadly consistent with those obtained from the earlier technologies of twin and family 
studies suggesting that sexual orientation runs in families and is moderately heritable.”

Former National Institutes of Health geneticist Dean Hamer said the study confirms “that sexuality is 
complex and there are a lot of genes involved,” but it isn’t really about gay people.  “Having just a single 
same sex experience is completely different than actually being gay or lesbian,” Hamer said. His research 
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in the 1990s linked a marker on the X chromosome with male homosexuality. Some subsequent studies 
had similar results but the new one found no such link.

Doug Vanderlaan, a University of Toronto psychologist who studies sexual orientation, said the absence 
of information on sexual orientation is a drawback and makes it unclear what the identified genetic links 
might signify. They “might be links to other traits, like openness to experience,” Vanderlaan said.

The study was a collaboration among scientists including psychologists, sociologists and statisticians 
from the United States, United Kingdom, Europe and Australia. They did entire human genome scanning, 
using blood samples from the U.K. Biobank and saliva samples from customers of the U.S.-based ancestry 
and biotech company 23andMe who had agreed to participate in research.

___
Follow AP Medical Writer Lindsey Tanner at @LindseyTanner .
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute’s Department of Science Education. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

Idaho artifacts suggest Pacific entry for first Americans
By MALCOLM RITTER AP Science Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Scientists say they’ve found artifacts in Idaho that indicate people were living there 
around 16,000 years ago, providing new evidence that the first Americans entered their new home by 
following the Pacific coast.

The discovery also points to Japan as a possible origin or influence for the migration, said study leader 
Loren Davis of Oregon State University.

Other experts were split on what the findings mean and how old they are, not an unusual reaction in 
the contentious topic of early humans in the New World.

Davis and colleagues reported Thursday in the journal Science on their excavation of the Cooper’s Ferry 
site in western Idaho.

In the oldest part of the site, they found 43 flakes that had evidently been chipped off of stones in the 
process of making tools like those found in younger areas of the site. They also found four such flakes 
that had been modified to be used for a task like cutting or scraping, and pieces of bone that indicate 
discarded food, Davis said.

The site is between 15,280 and 16,560 years old, for an approximate age of 16,000 years, analysis in-
dicated.  It was occupied repeatedly over time, researchers said.

What does it all mean? For one thing, the researchers said, the calculated age argues for one side of a 
debate about just how the first Americans arrived.

The traditional narrative is that the peopling of the Americas began after a migration crossed a now-
submerged land bridge called Beringia that used to extend from Siberia to Alaska. The migration’s progress 
south from there was blocked for a while by massive ice sheets in Canada, but eventually a gap in the ice 
opened and people moved through this so-called “ice-free corridor.”

But in recent years, as scientists have found earlier and earlier signs of humans living in the Americas, 
some have argued that people had shown up before that corridor appeared. So maybe they traveled the 
Pacific instead, either on foot or by boat, or both.

Davis said his paper indicates people were living in Idaho long before the corridor opened, citing others’ 
research that says it was open by about 14,800 years ago.  The best explanation, he said, is that “they 
came down the coast and took a left-hand turn south of the ice, and went up the Columbia River Basin.”

The site also revealed a style of stone projectile point that resembles artifacts of similar age on the 
Japanese island of Hokkaido. So that supports the idea that the migration that led to the first Americans 
may have begun in that area, when Hokkaido was part of a larger land mass, Davis said. Or it could have 
started somewhere else in northeast Asia, but still reflect a cultural contribution of the Hokkaido area, he 
said.
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A migration from the Hokkaido area could have skirted the southern coast of Beringea before heading 

south along the Pacific, he said.
Experts familiar with the work gave differing opinions on the site’s age, reflecting the difficulty of inter-

preting data for assigning ages to artifacts. A site in Texas has also been dated to about 16,000 years, 
but Davis said the technique used for Cooper’s Ferry is more precise.

Dennis Jenkins, senior research archaeologist at the University of Oregon’s Museum of Natural and 
Cultural History, said the Idaho site appears to go back 16,000 years.  He also said the paper provides “a 
major advance” by linking early Americans to Japan more firmly than before.

Michael Waters of the Center for the Study of the First Americans at Texas A&M said he prefers an age 
of between 14,200 years and 15,000 years ago. That would put it in the time frame of several sites in 
Texas, Wisconsin and Oregon, he said. As for the Japan connection, “I think they’re on to something there.”

Waters called the site “a great discovery.”
Ben Potter of the University of Alaska in Fairbanks questioned the reported age of the artifacts.  He 

said the most secure age estimates do not precede the opening of the ice-free corridor, so the new paper 
doesn’t rule out that possible entry point. He also said he was not convinced by the comparison with the 
Japanese artifacts.

___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute’s Department of Science Education. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

Mumps sickens hundreds of detained migrants in 19 states
By CARLA K. JOHNSON AP Medical Writer
Mumps has swept through 57 immigration detention facilities in 19 states since September, according to 

the first U.S. government report on the outbreaks in the overloaded immigration system.
The virus sickened 898 adult migrants and 33 detention center staffers, the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention said in its report Thursday.
New cases continue as migrants are taken into custody or transferred between facilities, the report said. 

As of last week, outbreaks were happening in 15 facilities in seven states.
In response to the report, Immigration and Customs Enforcement spokesman Bryan Cox said medical 

professionals at detention facilities screen all new detainees within 24 hours of their arrival to ensure that 
highly contagious diseases are not spread.

Cox said some detainees come from countries where communicable diseases are less controlled than in 
the U.S. and carry with them the risk of spreading infection.

The CDC report said more than 80% of patients were exposed while in custody. Mumps is a contagious 
virus that causes swollen glands, puffy cheeks, fever, headaches and, in severe cases, hearing loss and 
meningitis.

In the U.S., vaccines have drastically reduced the number of mumps cases. Only a few hundred cases 
are reported most years, with periodic outbreaks involving colleges or other places where people are in 
close contact.

In the migrant center outbreaks, at least 13 people were hospitalized, the CDC reported.
A large portion of the cases have been in Texas. The Texas Department of State Health Services raised 

the alarm in December, followed by six other state health departments in early January, prompting what 
the CDC report calls “a coordinated national outbreak response.”

ICE has given more than 25,000 doses of measles-mumps-rubella vaccine in the affected facilities.
The CDC did not identify detention facilities, but said 34 of them are operated by private companies. 

The report said migrants were being held in 315 facilities in mid-August.
Nashville immigration attorney R. Andrew Free has been tracking facilities with mumps outbreaks from 

reports of advocates and lawyers representing detainees.
“This has all the makings of a public health crisis,” Free said. “ICE has demonstrated itself incapable of 
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ensuring the health and safety of people inside these facilities.”

An influx of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border earlier this year has taxed the immigration system. The 
CDC report dealt only with mumps, not other health problems in detention facilities. At least two migrant 
children have died of complications of the flu after being detained by U.S. Border Patrol.

The CDC report said detention facilities should follow guidance from state and local health departments 
when responding to mumps.

___
Follow AP Medical Writer Carla K. Johnson on Twitter: @CarlaKJohnson
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute’s Department of Science Education. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

Farmers’ loyalty to Trump tested over new corn-ethanol rules
By STEVE KARNOWSKI, SCOTT McFETRIDGE and JULIE PACE Associated Press

LACONA, Iowa (AP) — When President Donald Trump levied tariffs on China that scrambled global mar-
kets, farmer Randy Miller was willing to absorb the financial hit. Even as the soybeans in his fields about 
an hour south of Des Moines became less valuable, Miller saw long-term promise in Trump’s efforts to 
rebalance America’s trade relationship with Beijing.

“The farmer plays the long game,” said Miller, who grows soybeans and corn and raises pigs in Lacona. 
“I look at my job through my son, my grandkids. So am I willing to suffer today to get this done to where 
I think it will be better for them? Yes.”

But the patience of Miller and many other Midwest farmers with a president they mostly supported in 
2016 is being put sorely to the test.

The trigger wasn’t Trump’s China tariffs, but waivers the administration granted this month to 31 oil 
refineries so they don’t have to blend ethanol into their gasoline. Since roughly 40% of the U.S. corn 
crop is turned into ethanol, it was a fresh blow to corn producers already struggling with five years of low 
commodity prices and the threat of mediocre harvests this fall after some of the worst weather in years.

“That flashpoint was reached and the frustration boiled over, and this was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” says Lynn Chrisp, who grows corn and soybeans near Hastings, Nebraska, and is president 
of the National Corn Growers Association.

“I’ve never seen farmers so tired, so frustrated, and they’re to the point of anger,” says Kelly Nieuwenhuis, 
a farmer from Primghar in northwest Iowa who said the waivers were a hot topic at a recent meeting of 
the Iowa Corn Growers Association. Nieuwenhuis said he voted for Trump in 2016, but now he’s not sure 
who he’ll support in 2020.

While Iowa farmer Miller saw Trump’s brinkmanship with China as a necessary gamble to help American 
workers, the ethanol waivers smacked to him of favoritism for a wealthy and powerful industry — Big Oil.

“That’s our own country stabbing us in the back,” Miller said. “That’s the president going, the oil com-
panies need to make more than the American farmer. ... That was just, ‘I like the oil company better or 
I’m friends with the oil company more than I’m friends with the farmer.’”

The Environmental Protection Agency last month kept its annual target for the level of corn ethanol that 
must be blended into the nation’s gasoline supply under the Renewable Fuel Standard at 15 billion gallons 
(56.78 billion liters) for 2020. That was a deep disappointment to an ethanol industry that wanted a higher 
target to offset exemptions granted to smaller refiners.

Those waivers have cut demand by an estimated 2.6 billion gallons (9.84 billion liters) since Trump took 
office, according to the Renewable Fuels Association. The oil industry, citing government data and other 
sources, disputes that figure and contends the waivers have not reduced ethanol consumption.

At least 15 ethanol plants already have been shut down or idled since the EPA increased waivers under 
Trump, and a 16th casualty came Wednesday at the Corn Plus ethanol plant in the south-central Min-
nesota town of Winnebago. The Renewable Fuels Association says the closures have affected more than 
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2,500 jobs.

The 31 new waivers issued this month came on top of 54 granted since early 2018, according to the 
association. While the waivers are intended to reduce hardships on small oil refiners, some beneficiaries 
include smaller refineries owned by big oil companies.

The administration knows it has a problem. U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue said at a farm policy 
summit in Decatur, Illinois, on Wednesday that Trump will take action to soften the effects. He would 
not say what the president might do or when, but said Trump believes the waivers by his EPA were “way 
overdone.”

In a tweet Thursday, Trump said he was working up a solution that would soothe both farmers and 
petroleum executives.

“The Farmers are going to be so happy when they see what we are doing for Ethanol,” Trump wrote, 
but gave no details. “It will be a giant package, get ready! At the same time I was able to save the small 
refineries from certain closing. Great for all!”

In an interview later with Fox News Radio, Trump acknowledged that the “The farmers have been tar-
geted” by China, both because of their support for his administration and his commitment to them, but 
maintained that his administration’s farm subsidies have negated the effect of the trade war.

Geoff Cooper, head of the renewable fuels group, said Perdue, EPA chief Andrew Wheeler and key White 
House officials have been discussing relief measures that could include reallocating the ethanol demand 
lost from the exempted smaller refiners to larger refiners that would pick up the slack. But many key 
details remain unclear, including whether the reallocation would apply in 2020 or be delayed until 2021.

“Anything short of that redistribution or reallocation is not going to be well received by farmers, I’ll tell 
you that,” Cooper said.

The White House referred questions to the EPA, where spokesman Michael Abboud said the agency 
would “continue to consult” on the best path forward.

Meanwhile, the oil industry has spoken out against some of the steps Trump has taken to try to appease 
the farmers, including allowing year-round sales of gasoline with more ethanol mixed in.

“We hope the administration walks back from the brink of a disastrous political decision that punishes 
American drivers. Bad policy is bad politics,” Frank Macchiarola, a vice president of the American Petroleum 
Institute, an oil industry lobbying group, said in a statement.

Another example of the tensions came last week when the Agriculture Department pulled its staffers 
out of the ProFarmer Crop Tour, an annual assessment of Midwest crop yields, in response to an unspeci-
fied threat. The agency said it came from “someone not involved with the tour” and Federal Protective 
Services was investigating.

Despite farmers’ mounting frustrations, there’s little evidence so far that many farmers who backed Trump 
in 2016 will desert him in 2020. Many are still pleased with his rollbacks in other regulations. Cultural is-
sues such as abortion or gun rights are important to many of them. And many are wary of a Democratic 
Party they see as growing more liberal.

Miller, too, says he’s still inclined to support Trump in the next election.
Though Trump has inserted new uncertainty into Miller’s own financial situation, he believes the president 

has been good for the economy as a whole. And as a staunch opponent of abortion, he sees no viable 
alternatives in the Democratic presidential field.

Chrisp, too, says he doesn’t see an acceptable Democratic alternative. Still, he cautioned Republicans 
against taking farmers for granted.

“We’re not a chip in the political game, though I’m certain there are folks who are political strategists 
who view us that way, but it’s not the case,” he said.

Brian Thalmann, who farms near Plato in south-central Minnesota and serves as president of the Min-
nesota Corn Growers Association, confronted Perdue at a trade show this month about Trump’s recent 
statements that farmers are starting to do well again.

“Things are going downhill and downhill very quickly,” Thalmann told Perdue.
Thalmann, who voted for Trump in 2016, said this week that he can’t support him at the moment. He 
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said farmers have worked too hard to build up markets and the reputation of American farm products and 
“I can’t see agriculture getting dragged down the path it currently is.”

___
Karnowski reported from Minneapolis and McFetridge from Des Moines. Associated Press writers John 

O’Connor in Decatur, Illinois; Candice Choi in New York; and Kevin Freking and Ellen Knickmeyer in Wash-
ington contributed to this report.

Today in History
By The Associated Press undefined

Today in History
Today is Friday, Aug. 30, the 242nd day of 2019. There are 123 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 30, 1967, the Senate confirmed the appointment of Thurgood Marshall as the first black justice 

on the U.S. Supreme Court.
On this date:
In 1862, Confederate forces won victories against the Union at the Second Battle of Bull Run in Manas-

sas, Virginia, and the Battle of Richmond in Kentucky.
In 1945, U.S. Gen. Douglas MacArthur arrived in Japan to set up Allied occupation headquarters.
In 1963, the “Hot Line” communications link between Washington and Moscow went into operation.
In 1983, Guion (GY’-un) S. Bluford Jr. became the first black American astronaut to travel in space as he 

blasted off aboard the Challenger.
In 1986, Soviet authorities arrested Nicholas Daniloff, a correspondent for U.S. News and World Report, 

as a spy a week after American officials arrested Gennadiy Zakharov, a Soviet employee of the United 
Nations, on espionage charges in New York. (Both men were later released.)

In 1989, a federal jury in New York found “hotel queen” Leona Helmsley guilty of income tax evasion, 
but acquitted her of extortion. (Helmsley ended up serving 18 months behind bars, a month at a halfway 
house and two months under house arrest.)

In 1997, Americans received word of the car crash in Paris that claimed the lives of Princess Diana, her 
boyfriend, Dodi Fayed (DOH’-dee FY’-ehd), and their driver, Henri Paul. (Because of the time difference, it 
was August 31 where the crash occurred.)

In 2002, With just hours to spare, baseball averted a strike; it was the first time since 1970 that players 
and owners had agreed to a new collective bargaining agreement without a work stoppage.

In 2005, a day after Hurricane Katrina hit, floods were covering 80 percent of New Orleans, looting con-
tinued to spread and rescuers in helicopters and boats picked up hundreds of stranded people.

In 2007, in a serious breach of nuclear security, a B-52 bomber armed with six nuclear warheads flew 
cross-country unnoticed; the Air Force later punished 70 people.

In 2012, Mitt Romney launched his fall campaign for the White House with a rousing, personal speech to 
the Republican National Convention in Tampa, Florida, proclaiming that America needs “jobs, lots of jobs.”

In 2017, the former Hurricane Harvey completed a U-turn in the Gulf of Mexico and rolled ashore for the 
second time in six days, hitting southwestern Louisiana as a tropical storm with heavy rains and winds 
of 45 miles an hour. Floodwaters began to recede in Houston, where thousands of homes were flooded.

Ten years ago: Voters in Japan ousted the country’s conservatives after more than a half century of rule 
and put the untested Democratic Party of Japan in control. The space shuttle Discovery docked at the 
international space station, delivering a full load of gear and science experiments. Chula Vista, California, 
came up big late to win the Little League World Series, defeating Taoyuan, Taiwan, 6-3.

Five years ago: The U.S. military said fighter aircraft and unmanned drones had struck Islamic State 
militants near Iraq’s Mosul (MOH’-sul) Dam. Under cover of darkness, 40 Filipino peacekeepers escaped 
their besieged outpost in the Golan Heights after a seven-hour gunbattle with Syrian rebels. The St. Louis 
Rams cut Michael Sam, the first openly gay player drafted in the NFL.
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One year ago: A Los Angeles man was arrested and charged with making a series of phone calls threat-

ening to kill journalists at The Boston Globe for what he allegedly called “treasonous” attacks on President 
Donald Trump. (Robert Chain later pleaded guilty to seven counts of making threatening communications; 
he is scheduled for sentencing in September.) The president told Congress that he would be canceling pay 
raises that were due in January for most civilian federal employees, citing budget constraints.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Elizabeth Ashley is 80. Actor Ben Jones is 78. Actor John Kani is 77. Cartoon-
ist R. Crumb is 76. Olympic gold medal skier Jean-Claude Killy (zhahn-KLOHD’ kee-LEE’) is 76. Comedian 
Lewis Black is 71. Actor Timothy Bottoms is 68. Actor David Paymer is 65. Jazz musician Gerald Albright 
is 62. Actor Michael Chiklis is 56. Actress Michael Michele is 53. Country musician Geoff Firebaugh is 51. 
Country singer Sherrie Austin is 48. Rock singer-musician Lars Frederiksen (Rancid) is 48. Actress Cam-
eron Diaz is 47. Rock musician Leon Caffrey (formerly w/Space) is 46. TV personality Lisa Ling is 46. Rock 
singer-musician Aaron Barrett (Reel Big Fish) is 45. Actor Raul Castillo is 42. Actor Michael Gladis is 42. 
Rock musician Matt Taul (Tantric; Days of the New) is 41. MLB pitcher Adam Wainwright is 38. Tennis player 
Andy Roddick is 37. Singer Rachael Price (Lake Street Dive) is 34. Rock musician Ryan Ross is 33. Actress 
Johanna Braddy is 32. Actor Cameron Finley is 32.

Thought for Today: “Greatness is not measured by what a man or woman accomplishes, but by the 
opposition he or she has overcome to reach his goals.” — Dorothy Height, American civil rights activist 
(1912-2010).

Copyright 2019, The Associated Press. All rights reserved.


