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OPEN: Rrecycling Trailer in Groton

The recycling trailer is located at 10 East
Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers
and aluminum cans.

Corrected Story
Yesterday’s article did not include all of
the funds.

First reading give to 2020 $6.1

million Budget
The Groton City Council gave first reading to the
2020 budget of $6.14 million. That breaks down
to $462,954 for general government, $411,504 for
public safety, $325,360 for public works, $6,450
for health and welfare, $212,410 for culture and
recreation, $14,470 for conservation and develop-
ment, $373,710 for debt service, $1,710,269 for
electric fund expenses and $229,389 transfer out,
$2,327,280 in the water fund which includes a new
water tower, $196,145 in sewer fund expenses,
$98,100 in solid waste expenses and $50 for liquor.
The September meeting dates have been moved

to September 10 and September 24.
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New life being breathed into
Groton nursing home faC|I|ly

by Dorene Nelson

Groton’s nursing home and rehabilitation cen-
ter received good news with Legacy Healthcare
taking control of the facility and its day-to-day
operation.

On July 1, Legacy Healthcare took over the
operation of sixteen nursing homes in South
Dakota that had previously been placed in re-
ceivership. The receivership had originally been
established to help financially stabilize several
nursing homes in the state.

Legacy Healthcare, headquartered in Skokie,
Illinois, oversees more than 45 facilities in 4
states. The names of these nursing homes
have been changed to Avantara.

Legacy Healthcare is addressing the most
crucial needs first. For example, if the infra-
structure such as new roofs, boilers, and other ' =
building improvements or updates are needed,  Joshua Pete (right) is the new adminstrator of
those will be the first changes made. These Avantara of Groton. Mandy Livingson (left) is the
itemihshould be taken care of in the next six new activities director. (photo by Paul Kosel)
months.

The care of the residents in these nursing homes has not been a problem due to the great employees
who kept doing their job throughout the whole process. The staffs have maintained constant vigilance
and care of the patients.

Replacing roofs and installing new boilers are easy jobs. Getting dedicated hard workers is the most
difficult part, and for the 16 nursing homes that had been in receivership, that has not been a problem.

Joshua Pete, the new administrator at Avantara Groton Nursing Home, is originally from Dallas, TX. He
currently lives in Redfield where he worked prior to coming to Groton.

“I have a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Health Science and am a licensed nursing home administrator,”
Pete explained. "I am currently working on my Master’s Degree in Business through online courses at the
University of South Dakota.”

"I decided to become a nursing home administrator for several reasons,” he said. “My work as the Main-
tenance Director in the nursing home as well as being a supervisor for two years at South Dakota Devel-
opmental Center, both located in Redfield, helped me make the decision to pursue my advanced degrees.”

"I personally saw myself as a natural fit for this type of work,” Pete stated. "My work experience helped
me make this decision since I became aware of things that needed to change and improve. I want the
residents here to have the best quality of life that is possible.”

“I'm really excited to be here in Groton,” Pete admitted. "It is a good place to work with lots of good
workers and a supportive community. Outside of my work, I enjoy spending time with my two elementary
age children and am a fan of both football and hockey.

Another change at Avantara Groton is the hiring of Mandy Livingston as the new activities director. She
has many new and exciting plans for the residents.
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"I have already changed the bingo-every-day activity to once a week,” Livingston stated. “People of all
ages prefer change in their daily routine so this was an easy fix.”

“A new activity that started on August 6th was pet therapy,” Livingston explained. “A lady with her Akita
dogs visited here with these specially trained animals.”

“Trained therapy dogs have been proven to cause positive changes in nursing home residents, hospi-
tals, schools, etc.” Livingston smiled. “These dogs work with people of all ages to help them and improve
their lives.”

“In addition to pet therapy, I have also planned several other new activities such as having a gorgeous
grandma contest, an adopt a grandparent day, and other unique things,” Livingston listed.

“One new event is a guys’ luncheon,” she stated, “with only the male residents. They enjoy each other’s
company and love to tell stories about their younger days.”

“It is fun to watch residents here perk up and take more interest in what is happening around them
when something different is being offered,” Livingston admitted. I really enjoy my job here and am will-
ing to try other new ideas and suggestions too.”

School board members Marty Wiesmantel,
Tigh Fliehs, Deb Gengerke and Kara Pharis
do the serving at the school open house held
Tuesday. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Board President Steve Smith was slaving
over a hot grill with hamburgers while board
member Grant Rix would take the burgers
inside to be served. (photo by Paul Kosel)
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We need our farmers.

We nead them physically strong. We nead therm mentally strong.

Northeastern Mental Health Centar iz now offering counseling
services for farmers and thair families-at Ao cost,
With the current stete of the industry, we understand that farm families
can tesl overshelmed in times of stress, mstekility, end uncertainty
We're hars to help

Call £05-225-1010 for more information,
Hortheartern Mendal Heahh Center services the counties of Brown, Campbell_ Day,
Edmurids. Faulk, Marshall. McPhersan, Potter, Spnk ard ‘Wakaneth

#

T e -
Jortheaster|
FMEHTAL HFEELTH SESTEA




Groton Datly Independent

Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 053 ~ 5 of 57

Groton School Aug. 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes

UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF EDUCATION

GROTON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 06-6

REGULAR MEETING

August 12, 2019

Vice-President Weismantel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Conference Room.
Members present: Fliehs, Gengerke, Harder, Pharis, Rix and Weismantel. Absent: Smith. Others present
were Supt. J. Schwan, Principals Sombke and B. Schwan, and Business Manager Weber.

Moved by Pharis, second Gengerke to approve the agenda with two amendments under New Business
Item #6 — acknowledge public school exemption and under New Business Item #7 — approve open enroll-
ment. Motion carried.

Weber read the Oath of Office to install Travis Harder for three-year term as school board member.

Pursuant to SDCL 23-3, there was no potential conflict disclosure reported.

Moved by Rix, second Fliehs to approve the following consent agenda items as presented: District min-
utes of July 8, 2019, bills, financial reports, agency reports and investments, Public School Exemptions
#20-01, #20-02, #20-03, #20-04, #20-05 and #20-06, Open Enroliment Applications #20-05, #20-06,
#20-08 and #20-10, Transportation Requests from Langford Area and Webster in accordance with SDCL
13-29-4. Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND: Net Salary — 72,125.99; FIT — 7,232.68; Medicare — 2,680.38; FICA — 11,460.74;
Washington National — 0.00; SD Retirement — 8,815.48; Waddell & Reed — 625.00; Horace Mann — 250.00;
AFLAC — 792.24; Delta Dental — 1,000.04; SD Supplemental Retirement — 402.29; Wellmark — 15,278.00;
Reliastar Life — 193.71; Avesis Vision — 79.70; Advance Auto Parts — parts, 313.61; AED Superstore — sup-
plies, 70.39; Agency Fund — advanced pays, 122,552.47; Agtegra — cornerstone, 80.10; Amazon — supplies,
312.23; American Solutions for Business — supplies, 213.64; Automatic Building Controls — fire alarm fees,
480.00; BE Publishing — workbooks, 568.81; Carson-Dellosa publishing — supplies, 176.78; Cengage Learn-
ing — workbooks, 600.00; Coach & Athletic Director — subscription, 19.95; Cole Papers — paper, 5,605.32;
Brooke Compton — travel expense, 162.12; Dakota Brush — supplies, 36.00; Dakota Electronics — repairs,
167.50; Dakota Supply Group — supplies, 224.18; Decker Equipment — locker parts, 28.95; Dependable
Sanitation — services, 1,238.00; Didax — supplies, 28.07; East River Plumbing — repairs, 557.00; Eric Armin
— supplies, 105.80; Farnams Genuine Parts — repairs, 249.44; Flinn Scientific — supplies, 154.15; Groton
Chiropractic Clinic — bus physical, 95.00; Groton Daily Independent — legals, 682.21; Hauff Mid-America
Sports — supplies, 2,403.30; Hillyard — supplies, 14,205.89; House of Glass — keys, 33.98; Interstate —
battery, 38.56; Jeff’s District & Drain — repairs, 416.00; Maximum Promotions — banner upgrades, 97.12;
Mike-N-Jos — body work, 861.00; Nardini Fire Equipment — services, 269.50; Nasco — supplies, 232.35;
Northside Implement — repairs, 1,850.89; Northwestern Energy — utilities, 16.07; OTC Brands — supplies,
271.16; Prorate Services — testing, 65.00; Ramada Inn —lodging, 315.18; Really Good Stuff — supplies, 62.93;
Scholastic Inc — supplies, 3,803.41; Scholastic — supplies, 25.45; School Nurse Supply — supplies, 1,025.29;
School Specialty — supplies, 2,443.48; SD Teacher Placement Center — fee, 435.00; SDSTE — dues, 30.00;

Stamp Fulfillment Services — envelopes, 6,151.00; Supreme School Supply — supplies, 722.66; Swank
Movie Licensing — service, 519.00; Teacher Created Resources — supplies, 121.35; Teacher Direct — sup-
plies, 884.70; Training Room — supplies, 1,015.24. Total General Fund - $293,973.48.

CAPITAL OUTLAY: A&B Business — lease, 925.73; Agency Funds — advanced pays, 29,235.01; Amazon
— classroom equipment, 1,302.50; American Solutions for Business — equipment, 2,241.03; Amplify Educa-
tion — software, 5,610.00; Apple — iPads, equipment, 54,085.40; Brainpop — software, 2,550.00; Dakota
Supply Group — equipment, 239.18; Eric Armin — textbooks, 382.25; Gopher — equipment, 205.69; Goverlan
— service contract, 220.00; Hauff Mid-America Sports — equipment, jerseys, 4,722.30; Hillyard — scrubber
part, 262.77; Houghton Mifflin Harcourt — textbooks, 22,045.50; IXL Learning — site license, 1,800.00;
JLG Architects — services, 588.00; Kaplan Early Learning — equipment, 569.87; Lampo Group — textbooks,
1,237.01; My Binding — equipment, 2,891.54; Mystery Science — subscription, 99.00; NASCO — equipment,
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564.31; NCS Pearson — software, 3,050.00; Obermiller Nelson Engineering — services, 446.25; Palos Sports
— equipment, 178.50; Pearson Education — books, 720.81; Really Good Stuff — equipment, 186.10; Renais-
sance — software, 11,458.80; Scholastic — readers, 184.19; Scholastic- books, 4,283.37; School Specialty
— boombox, 33.71; Teacher Created Resources — textbooks, 48.96; Teacher Direct — equipment, 486.42;
Toledo Physical Ed — equipment, 135.50; US Toy — equipment, 316.10.

Total Capital Outlay - $153,305.80.

SPECIAL ED: Net Salary — 1,469.97; FIT — 88.66; Medicare — 52.34; FICA — 223.84; SD Retirement — 216.62;
Agency Fund — advanced pays, 309.88; Amazon — supplies, 128.01; Avera St Luke’s — services, 5,208.00;
Dollar General — supplies, 104.04; Rebecca Erickson — grant services, 940.00; Janelle Publications — sup-
plies, 130.90; NCS — supplies, 137.50; OTC Brands — supplies, 53.12; School Health Corp — supplies, 17.36;
School Specialty — gloves, 5.18; Super Duper Publications — supplies, 101.86; Teacher Created Resources
— supplies, 62.94; Sydney Wilkinson — grant services, 840.00; Judy or Gene Williamson — mileage, 137.76.
Total Special Ed - $10,227.98.

ENTERPRISE: Food Service: Net Salary — 1,845.70; FIT — 235.70; Medicare — 70.10; FICA — 299.78; SD
Retirement — 302.32; AFLAC — 82.81; Wellmark — 763.00; Reliastar Life — 1.92; Avesis Vision — 19.06; Ace
Refrigeration — repairs, 781.32; American Solutions for Business — chair, 139.99; Reinhart Foodservice —
food, 641.85. Total Fund 51 - $5,183.55. OST: Net Salary — 8,055.94; FIT — 357.31; Medicare — 274.36;
FICA — 1,173.20; SD Retirement — 648.52; Agency Fund — advanced pays, 680.64; Bahr’s Jungle — pizza,
147.30; Groton Area — mileage refund, 2,392.74. Total Fund 53 - $13,730.01.

Total Enterprise Funds - $18,913.56.

AGENCY FUND: Total - $184,243.55.

RECEIPTS: Local Sources, Taxes — 601,396.09; Other Local Sources — 12,482.00; County Sources —
2,709.02; State Sources — 0.00; Federal Sources — 8,394.08. Total Receipts — $624,981.19.

Members of the public were allowed five minutes to address the board on any topic of their choice. With
no public members present to speak, the board proceeded with their remaining agenda items.

The following topics were discussed in administrative reports: back to school information, summer cus-
todial work, boiler replacement, elementary tuckpointing, unpacked standards workshop, South Dakota
Comprehensive Needs Assessment grant, playground update, grade 6 orientation, comfort closet, gradu-
ation requirements, class change day August 19th, dual credit/E-Learning classes, ICU program, first day
of school August 22nd, annual report progress, Small Rural School Achievement award, utility valuations
and tax levy.

Elementary Principal Brett Schwan presented a proposal for amended start time for Junior Kindergarten
class from 12:30 to 12:15 pm. An extra 15 minutes of class time per day amounts to 14 additional half-
days of student contact time over the course of the year. Moved by Gengerke, second Harder to approve
the change as presented. Motion carried.

Superintendent Joe Schwan presented a proposal from Avera Performance Center for athletic training
services for the 2019-20 school year. Moved by Harder, second Rix to approve the service increase as
presented. Motion carried 5-0 with Gengerke abstaining.

Moved by Rix, second Fliehs to reassign Melissa Ulmer to MS/HS Administrative Assistant for the 2019-20
school year. Motion carried.

Moved by Gengerke, second Pharis to hire Tasha Dunker as Elementary Librarian for the 2019-20 school
year for $11.85/hour. Motion carried.

Moved by Gengerke, second Fliehs to approve Craig Sternhagen as volunteer boys’ soccer coach and
Sarah Schuster as volunteer girls’ volleyball coach. Motion carried.

The board acknowledged receipt of Notification of Public-School Exemption #20-07

Moved by Rix, second Harder to approve Open Enrollment #20-09. Motion carried.

Moved by Rix, second Pharis to adjourn at 7:55 pm. Motion carried.

M. J. Weber, Business Manager

Steven R. Smith, President

The addition of signatures to this page verifies these minutes as official.
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Groton City Aug. 20, 2019 Meeting Minutes

August 20, 2019

The Groton City Council met on the above date at 7:00pm at the Community Center for their second
monthly meeting with the following members present: Blackmun, Peterson, Wells, McGannon, Glover via
telephone and Mayor Hanlon presiding. Also present were: Attorney Drew Johnson, Finance Officer Hope
Block, Paul Kosel, Kathy Sundermeyer, and Officer Justin Cleveland.

Public comments were welcomed pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1, but none were received.

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Glover and seconded by Peter-
son. All members voted aye.

Moved by McGannon and seconded by Glover to authorize the following bills for payment. All members
voted aye.

Payroll, $33,452.89, Employee salaries; Administrative, $3,179.68, ; Public Safety, $8,466.29, ; Public
Works, $8,908.98, ; Culture & Recreation, $12,897.94, ; First State Bank, $9,630.80, SS and WH ; First
State Bank, $499.98, HSA contributions; Dakotaland FCU, $950.00, Employee savings; SD State Treasurer,
$9,135.24, Sales and excise 7/18; City of Groton, $483.20, Utility deposit refunds and transit utilities; Den-
nis Kinser, $201.67, Utility deposit refund ; USPS, $198.94, Utility billing postage; Jacobs & Son Construc-
tion, $153,668.75, Payment #2 Street project; Lien Transportation, $691.98, Hot mix; Michael Todd & Co,
$264.42, Bolt on sweeper broom; Farmers Union, $1,646.24, Fuel; Dairy Queen, $16.00, BB concession
resale; James Valley, $585.57, Phone and internet; Angerhofer Concrete, $17.50, Pool brick engraving; Kens,
$1,581.73, Gas, BB concession resale; HydroKlean, $27,513.00, 4 manhole rehabilitation; SD Association of
Rural Water, $625.00, Smoke testing for sewers; Heartland Consumer Power, $62,544.48, Power; WAPA,
$18,629.05, Power; MJ's Sinclair, $1,425.35, Gas ; Nelson Sales & Service, $507.74, Snapper mower repairs;
Railroad Management Co, $470.77, Water pipeline crossing rent.

The July finance report was approved on a motion by Glover and seconded by Wells. All members voted
aye.

September meeting dates were moved to September 10th and 24th on a motion by Wells and seconded
by Glover. All members voted aye.

The first reading of the 2020 Appropriation Ordinance #728 was approved on a motion by Peterson and
seconded by Wells. All members voted aye.

Moved by McGannon and seconded by Peterson to adjourn into executive session for personnel and
legal items 1-25-2 (1) & (3) at 7:30pm. All members voted aye. Council reconvened into regular session
at 8:06pm.

Moved by Wells and seconded by Peterson to adjourn the meeting at 8:06pm. All members voted aye.

Scott Hanlon, Mayor

Hope Block, Finance Officer
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Adults and Students. . . come
learn what social issues are
involring our youth
in our community.

Social Issues

oPONSORED BY LOCAL CHURCHES

Youth Groups Welcome ~ Large Groups please RSVP 605/377-0709

Seminars are:
September 11 at United Methodist Church:
Drugs & Alcohol
October 9 at Groton Christian & Missionary Alliance Church:
Sex Trafficing and Date Violence
November 6 at Emmanuel Lutheran Church:
Suicide and Bullying

Light Meal at 5:45 p.m. ~ Seminar begins at 6:30 p.m.
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Today Tonight Friday Friday Saturday
MNight

Mostly Clear Sunny then Slight Chance
Slight Chance T-storms
T-starms
High: T8 °F Low: 58 “F High: 78 “F Low: 64 °F High: 77 °F

NationalWeather ServiceAberdeen; SD f B updated: 8/21/2019 3:04PM Centrul

Published on: 0872172019 a1 11: 10AM

Dry conditions are expected to persist overnight through Thursday as high pressure remains in con-
trol of our weather. Clear skies, light winds and a drier air mass will allow for temps to fall into the 50s
overnight. Expect another day of sunshine on Thursday as temps climb back into the 70s. An increasing
southeasterly breeze will be possible in the afternoon across the Missouri Valley.
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Today in Weather History

August 22, 1985: Intense thunderstorms moved from near Shadehill Reservoir in northwest South Dakota
late in the evening of the 21st, to northern Brown County after sunrise on the 22nd. These thunderstorms
produced high winds, large hail, rain, and lightning. Considerable crop and property damage were caused
mainly by the strong winds and hail. Winds gusts ranged from 55 mph at Mobridge to 60 mph in and
around Akaska. Winds of 70 mph were reported at Onaka and Faulkton. The strongest wind gust was
reported in Hoven with a peak gust of 72 mph. Widespread damage was reported throughout the area.
Many mobile homes, storage sheds, silos, and roofs were damaged or destroyed. Nine miles south and
four miles west of Keldron, over two inches in diameter hail fell for 40 minutes, breaking windows and
piling in ditches to a depth of four feet. These intense thunderstorms also produced brief heavy rainfall
ranging from three-quarters of an inch to over four inches.

August 21, 2011: The Missouri River at Pierre, Fort Pierre, and Chamberlain/Oacoma fell throughout
August as releases on the Oahe Dam were slowly decreased. The Missouri River at Chamberlain/Oacoma
fell below flood stage on August 22nd. The extensive damage to homes and roads began to surface as
the water receded. The river continued to fall into September.

1893: Four hurricanes are observed in the Atlantic Ocean at the same time. Over a century would pass,
1998 before four hurricanes would again rage together in the Atlantic.

1994: Hurricane John, about 345 miles south of Hilo, Hawaii had winds of 175 mph and pressure at 920
millibars or 27.17 inches of mercury, making it one of the strongest hurricanes ever in the Central Pacific.
The 31-day existence made John the longest-lasting tropical cyclone recorded in both the Pacific Ocean
and worldwide, surpassing both Hurricane Tina’s previous record in the Pacific of 24 days in the 1992
season and the 1899 San Ciriaco hurricane’s previous world record of 28 days in the 1899 Atlantic season.
John was also the farthest-traveling tropical cyclone in both Pacific Ocean and worldwide, with distance
traveled of 7,165 miles, out-distancing previous record holders Hurricane Fico in the Pacific of 4,700 miles
in the 1978 season and Hurricane Faith worldwide of 6,850 miles in the 1966 Atlantic season.

2003: The Okanagan Mountain fire reaches its destructive peak, destroying 250 homes. Nearly 40,000
residents have been evacuated or are on evacuation alert. The Okanagan Mountain Park Fire is estimated
to be 17,000 hectares and continues to grow.

1816 - The growing season for corn was cut short as damaging frosts were reported from North Carolina
to interior New England. (David Ludlum)

1923 - The temperature at Anchorage, AK, reached 82 degrees, a record for August for the location
which was later tied on the 2nd in 1978. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - A cold front lowered temperatures 20 to 40 degrees across the north central U.S., and produced
severe thunderstorms in Ohio and Lower Michigan. An early morning thunderstorm near Sydney MI pro-
duced high winds which spun a car around 180 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Afternoon highs of 88 degrees at Astoria, OR, and 104 degrees at Medford, OR, were records for
the date, and the number of daily record highs across the nation since the first of June topped the 2000
mark. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Evening thunderstorms in the central U.S. produced golf ball size hail at May City IA, and wind
gusts to 66 mph at Balltown IA. Lightning struck a barn in Fayette County IA killing 750 hogs. Evening
thunderstorms in Montana produced wind gusts to 70 mph at Havre. (The National Weather Summary)
(Storm Data)

1992 - Hurricane Andrew makes landfall in Southern Florida as a Category 5 storm with wind guests
estimated in excess of 175 m.p.h. Estimated damages exceeded $20 billion, more than 60 people were
killed and approximately 2 million people were evacuated from their homes. (University of Illinois WW2010)
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Yesterday’'s Groton Weather Today’s Info

High Temp: 77 °F at 5:30 PM Record High: 105° in 1971
Low Temp: 64 °F at 10:28 PM Record Low: 36° in 1904
Wind: 10 mph at 1:38 PM Average High: 81°F

Day Rain: 0.00 Average Low: 55°F

Average Precip in Aug.:1.64
Precip to date in Aug.: 2.98
Average Precip to date: 15.50
Precip Year to Date: 19.57
Sunset Tonight: 8:30 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:44 a.m.

Qc o,
Weather Valid 8am EDT Thu Aug 22 2019 to 8am EDT Fri Aug 23 2019 M
Fronts Valid 8am EDT Thu Aug 22 2019
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UNQUESTIONED CONFIDENCE

Character breeds confidence. When we cannot have complete confidence in others, doubts arise and
questions surface. We worry and wonder, watch and wait for things to go wrong. We sense an uneasiness
and do not know what to expect. Perhaps that is why Solomon wrote, Her husband has full confidence in
her (this wife of noble character) and lacks nothing of value.

Full confidence is a broad, sweeping term and covers all of the activities in a home. It includes raising
children, managing the familys finances and the reputation of the family - whatever is included in develop-
ing the image of the family in the community. Everything is included in the term full confidence.

Full confidence is a remarkable term because it is the same term that is used or applied to the term
confidence in the Lord. Throughout the entire Old Testament, it is only used twice in reference to having
confidence in another person.

This value of having such confidence in ones wife is important because it frees up the husband to become
involved in occupational, civic, and religious duties. The husband of a wife of noble character can commit
himself to what God has called him to do because his household is in good, competent and safe hands.

Notice, too, that the husband lacks nothing of value. The home is in good hands and the resources, -
financial, reputation or character - will increase because of Gods blessings!

Prayer: Lord, there is a great need in Kingdom work for wives to know You, love You and serve You
faithfully. Bless them for their service and the sacrifices they make. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 31:11 Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value.



Groton Datly Independent

Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 053 ~ 13 of 57

2019 Groton SD Community Events
¢ 08/07/2019 Storybook Land Theatre Performace at Granary Rural Cultural Center
¢ 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
¢ 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
e 09/12/2019 St. John’s Lutheran Luncheon
¢ 09/20/2019 Presbyterian Luncheon
¢ 09/28/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
¢ 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
¢ 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
¢ 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
e 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
¢ 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
e 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
e Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events

¢ 01/26/2020 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)

» 04/04/2020 Groton Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Week-
end)

¢ 04/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)

e 05/02/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)

» 06/8-10/2020 St. John’s VBS

¢ 07/04/2020 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)

Groton Hosting State B American Legion Baseball Tournament

e 07/12/2020 Summer Fest/Car Show

¢ 09/12/2020 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)

¢ 10/10/2020 Pumpkin Fest
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News from the AP Associated Press

SD Lottery

By The Associated Press
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Wednesday:
Dakota Cash
12-16-23-27-31
(twelve, sixteen, twenty-three, twenty-seven, thirty-one)
Estimated jackpot: $79,000
Lotto America
09-25-31-34-37, Star Ball: 9, ASB: 3
(nine, twenty-five, thirty-one, thirty-four, thirty-seven; Star Ball: nine; ASB: three)
Estimated jackpot: $2.55 million
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $90 million
Powerball
12-21-22-29-32, Powerball: 21, Power Play: 2
(twelve, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-nine, thirty-two; Powerball: twenty-one; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $40 million

Audit: State Democratic Party understated disbursements

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Draft audit findings show the South Dakota Democratic Party understated
disbursements by $2.5 million, received $67,182 worth of contributions from unregistered organizations
and failed to disclose $46,097 worth of debts and obligations.

The Rapid City Journal reports that the newly revealed findings for the years 2015-2016 are from an audit
performed by the Audit Division of the Federal Election Commission. The commission is set to review a
memorandum about the audit Thursday.

Ann Tornberg was South Dakota Democratic Party chairwoman during the years that the audit covers
but no longer holds the position. She said Wednesday that “we’ll do whatever we need to do in order to
correct the situation.”

The party’s current executive director, Stacey Burnette, said in a statement Wednesday she looks forward
“to resolving any outstanding issues with past FEC reports.”

Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Wagner woman charged with murder in death of daughter, 3

WAGNER, S.D. (AP) — A Wagner woman has been charged with murder in the death of her 3-year-old
daughter, whose body was covered in bruises when police found her unresponsive last week.

Amanda Rose Hernandez, 23, was arrested Friday, two days after her daughter, Aayana Hernandez, was
found dead at the home where they were staying. Hernandez was charged with second-degree murder.

According to court documents, Hernandez told police that Aayana fell from a top bunk bed days earlier,
but she didn't seek medical attention because the girl appeared to be acting normally. But an autopsy found
Aayana died from internal bleeding and a traumatic head injury. She also had a broken femur. The injuries
were found to be consistent with abuse, and the medical examiner ruled that her death was a homicide.

Police say Hernandez denied causing the injuries that killed her daughter.



Groton Datly Independent

Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 053 ~ 15 of 57

According to a police affidavit, Hernandez told police she and a friend were out drinking Tuesday night
and returned at about midnight and fell asleep. But Hernandez's friend told police they didn't return until
9 a.m. Wednesday. He said they fell asleep on the couch, but Hernandez got up because Aayana was
fussing. He heard Hernandez yelling but couldn't recall hearing the girl crying.

Aayana was found dead hours later.

Hernandez made her first court appearance Monday and bail was set at $100,000. A preliminary hearing
is set for Aug. 30 at the Charles Mix County Courthouse.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press undefined

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:

1. WHO'S REELING AFTER QUITTING FEDERAL PROGRAM

Clinics are charging new fees and warning of more unintended pregnancies and STDs in the wake of
Planned Parenthood’s decision to opt out in a dispute with the Trump administration over abortion.

2. PRESIDENT FLIP-FLOPS ON ECONOMY

A day after considering cutting taxes to promote economic growth, Donald Trump abandons the idea
because the nation already has “a strong economy.”

3. DANES ESCALATE WAR OF WORDS WITH TRUMP

Denmark’s former prime minister lashes out at the U.S. president for his tweet about military spending,
saying defense willingness is not just about money as the Greenland diplomatic spat rumbles on.

4. DUO TO PUSH OPIOID SETTLEMENT TOWARD HOSPITALS

West Virginia University’s president and former Ohio Gov. John Kasich are creating a nonprofit that will
fight to steer cash away from local and state governments, AP learns.

5. HICKENLOOPER SHIFTS POLITICAL FOCUS

The former presidential candidate says he will run for a U.S. Senate seat in Colorado, becoming the im-
mediate front-runner in a crowded Democratic field.

6. INSLEE BOWS OUT OF CAMPAIGN

The Washington governor, who made fighting climate change the central theme of his candidacy, ends
his bid for the 2020 Democratic homination.

7. SOUTH KOREA CANCELS JAPAN INTELLIGENCE DEAL AMID TRADE DISPUTE

The decision is expected to further aggravate tensions between Seoul and Tokyo and set back U.S. ef-
forts to bolster trilateral security cooperation.

8. SANDERS EYEING CRUCIAL ‘FIRST FIVE'

The Vermont senator ranks strong showings in California, Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada and South
Carolina as the key to being the dominant presidential candidate by early March.

9. KILLINGS BY POLICE DIVIDE CRIME-WEARY RIO

Brazilian human rights and victims’ groups raise alarms about the record levels of deaths at police hands,
with 1,075 slain so far this year, according to official figures.

10. INDIA'S ‘PATRIOTISM POP’ SONGS URGE HINDUS TO CLAIM KASHMIR

Music videos deliver a message to India’s 250 million YouTube users about moving to the Muslim-majority
region, buying land there and marrying Kashmiri women.

Report shows US deficit to exceed $1 trillion next year
By KEVIN FREKING Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The federal budget deficit is expected to balloon to more than $1 trillion in the
next fiscal year under the first projections taking into account the big budget deal that President Donald
Trump and Congress reached this summer, the Congressional Budget Office reported.
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The return of $1 trillion annual deficits comes despite Trump’s vow when running for office that he would
not just balance the budget but pay down the entire national debt.

“The nation’s fiscal outlook is challenging,” said Phillip Swagel, director of the nonpartisan CBO. “Federal
debt, which is already high by historical standards, is on an unsustainable course.”

The office on Wednesday upped this year’s deficit projection by $63 billion and the cumulative deficit
projection for the next decade by $809 billion. The higher deficit projections come even as the CBO reduced
its estimate for interest rates, which lowers borrowing costs, and as it raised projections for economic
growth in the near term.

The number crunchers at CBO projected that the deficit for the current fiscal year will come to $960
billion. In the next fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1, it will exceed $1 trillion.

The CBO said the budget deal signed into law earlier this month, which took away the prospect of a
government shutdown in October and the threat of deep automatic spending cuts, would boost deficits by
$1.7 trillion over the coming decade. Increased spending on disaster relief and border security would add
$255 billion. Downward revisions to the forecast for interest rates will help the picture, trimming $1.4 trillion.

Swagel said the federal debt will rise even higher after the coming decade because of the nation’s aging
population and higher spending on health care.

To put the country on sustainable footing, Swagel said, lawmakers will have to increase taxes, cut spend-
ing or combine the two approaches.

The CBO projects that the economy will expand more slowly, from 2.3% this year to 1.8% on average
in the next four years. The assumption reflects slower growth in consumer spending and government
purchases, as well as the effect of trade policies on business investment.

It also projects the unemployment rate will remain close to its current level of 3.7% through the end of
2020 and then rises to 4.6% by the end of 2023.

The CBO's estimate is the first to reflect the hard-won budget and debt deal signed into law earlier this
month.

“The recent budget deal was a budget buster, and now we have further proof. Both parties took an
already unsustainable situation and made it much worse,” said Maya MacGuineas, president of the private
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget.

MacGuineas said lawmakers should ensure the legislation they enact is paid for and redouble efforts
to control the growth in health care costs and restore the solvency of the Social Security program. Her
organization is focused on educating the public on issues with significant fiscal policy impact.

Senior White House adviser Kellyanne Conway pivoted to the president’s desire to fund the military and
other programs when asked about the report.

“We're always concerned about the deficit,” Conway said. “We also need to fund a lot of the projects
and programs that are important to this country.”

Trump flip-flops on tax cuts, saying US has ‘strong economy’
By KEVIN FREKING, JOSH BOAK and JONATHAN LEMIRE Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A day after considering cutting taxes to promote economic growth, President
Donald Trump changed course and said he would abandon the idea because the nation already had “a
strong economy.”

Trump'’s flip-flop on Wednesday came after recent market volatility and economic uncertainty, and amid
a debate about whether the United States was heading for a slowdown that would imperil his reelection
chances. Trump earlier this week acknowledged, for the first time, that his China trade policies may mean
economic pain for Americans, though he insisted the tariffs are needed for more important long-term
benefits.

But his consideration of cutting payroll taxes appeared short-lived.

“I'm not looking at a tax cut now,” he told reporters at the White House. “"We don't need it. We have a
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strong economy.”

Trump also knocked down the idea of indexing to the capital gains tax, which applies when investors sell
assets, to inflation. He said he feared “it will be perceived, if I do it, as somewhat elitist.”

Analysts have warned that a slowdown, if not full-blown recession, could hit before next year’s elec-
tion. Trump, however, has largely praised the economy’s performance and his handling of it. He has often
blamed the Federal Reserve (and Chairman Jerome Powell) and the global slowdown for creating dark
clouds at home.

“Jay Powell and the Federal Reserve have totally missed the call. I was right and just about everybody
admits that,” Trump said Wednesday. “He raised interest rates too fast, too furious, and we have a nor-
malized rate. And now we have to go the other direction.”

Some White House advisers fear Trump has undercut Powell’s credibility. They worry that the president’s
calls for rate cuts and his discussion of indexing or a payroll tax cut could spook, rather than reassure
markets.

Trump indicated he had no choice but to impose the trade penalties that have been a drag on U.S.
manufacturers, financial markets and, by some measures, American consumers.

“Somebody had to do it. I am the chosen one,” Trump said on the White House lawn, looking skyward.
“Somebody had to do it. So, I'm taking on China. I'm taking on China on trade.”

China, though, said trade with the U.S. has been “mutually beneficial” and appealed to Washington to
“get along with us.” A foreign ministry spokesman, Geng Shuang, expressed hope Washington can “"meet
China halfway” in settling disagreements.

The U.S. economy appears to be showing vulnerabilities after more than 10 years of growth. Factory
output has fallen and consumer confidence has waned as he has ramped up his trade fight with China.

Trump rattled the stock and bond markets this month when he announced plans to put a 10% tax on
$300 billion worth of Chinese imports. The market reaction suggested a recession might be on the horizon
and led Trump to delay some of the tariffs that were scheduled to begin in September, though 25% tariffs
are already in place for $250 million in other Chinese goods.

The president has long maintained that the burden of the tariffs is falling solely on China, yet that mes-
sage was undermined by his statements to reporters Tuesday. "My life would be a lot easier if I didn't take
China on,” Trump said. “But I like doing it because I have to do it.”

The world economy has been slowing in recent months, and recent stock market swings have added
to concerns that the U.S. economy is not immune. A survey Monday showed a big majority of economics
expect a downtown to hit by 2021.

Addressing that possibility, Trump focused anew on pressuring the Fed to cut interest rates. Presidents
have generally avoided criticizing the central bank publicly. Trump, however, has shown no inclination to
follow that lead, positioning Powell to take the fall if the economy swoons.

I think that we actually are set for a tremendous surge of growth, if the Fed would do its job,” Trump
said. “That’s a big if.” Trump recommended a minimum cut of a full percentage point in the coming months.

Planned Parenthood sees swift fallout from quitting program
By LINDSAY WHITEHURST and DAVID CRARY Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Planned Parenthood clinics in several states are charging new fees, tapping
into financial reserves, intensifying fundraising and warning of more unintended pregnancies and sexually
transmitted diseases in the wake of its decision to quit a $260 million federal family planning program in
a dispute with the Trump administration over abortion.

The fallout is especially intense in Utah, where Planned Parenthood has been the only provider partici-
pating in the nearly 50-year-old Title X program, and will now lose about $2 million yearly in federal funds
that helped serve 39,000 mostly low-income, uninsured people. It intends to maintain its services — which
include contraception, STD testing and cancer screening — but is considering charging a small copay for
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patients who used to get care for free.

Planned Parenthood in Minnesota is in a similar situation, serving about 90% of the state’s Title X pa-
tients, and plans to start charging fees due to the loss of $2.6 million in annual funding.

The organization is concerned about the spread of unintended pregnancies and sexually transmitted
diseases.

“We believe there will be a public health crisis created by this denial of care,” said Sarah Stoesz, the
Minnesota-based president of Planned Parenthood North Central States. “It's a very sad day for the country.”

Planned Parenthood and several other providers withdrew from the program earlier this week rather than
comply with a newly implemented rule prohibiting participating clinics from referring women for abortions.
Anti-abortion activists who form a key part of President Donald Trump’s base have been campaigning to
“defund Planned Parenthood” because — among its varied services — it is @ major abortion provider, and
they viewed the grants as an indirect subsidy.

About 4 million women are served nationwide by the Title X program, which makes up a much bigger
portion of Planned Parenthood’s patients than abortion. But the organization said it could not abide by the
abortion-referral rules because it says they would make it impossible for doctors to do their jobs.

Mindy Dotson, a single mother in Utah, is among the women who use the family planning program.
She started going to Planned Parenthood as doctors’ bills for treating recurring yeast infections mounted.
The services became even more important when she gave up her employer-sponsored health insurance
because she couldn't afford the $500 monthly bill.

She is unsure what she'd do if the services stopped.

“It would put me in a very dangerous position,” said Dotson, who works as an executive assistant for an
accounting and consulting firm. “It covers so many things: STD testing, emergency contraception, birth
control, lifesaving cancer screenings ... you name it, they have treated me for it.”

Planned Parenthood says it's dedicated to maintaining its current services in Utah, but CEO Karrie Gal-
loway acknowledged it won't be easy and could cause some “pain on all sides.”

She said the organization plans to lean heavily on donors to make up the funding gap while staff mem-
bers assess how they’ll cope. Among the possibilities are instituting copays of $10-$15 per visit, shortening
hours and trimming spending. She doesn't plan to lay off staff, but said she may not be able to fill jobs
when people leave or retire.

Minnesota is planning fees as well.

“We'll continue to offer all services, and keep clinic doors open, but we'll be charging patients on a sliding
scale who we didn’t charge before,” Stoesz said. “Vulnerable people who previously were able to access
birth control and STD testing for free will no longer be able to do so.”

Elsewhere, the impact of Planned Parenthood’s withdrawal will vary from state to state.

Governments in some states, including Hawaii, Illinois, New York and Vermont, say they will try to replace
at least some of the lost federal funding. In the Deep South there will be little impact because Planned
Parenthood did not provide Title X services in most of the region’s states.

The chief operating officer for Planned Parenthood of the Greater Northwest and Hawaiian Islands, Re-
becca Gibron, said Southern Idaho could be hit hard by the changes, with other health care providers in
the area saying they can't fill the gap if the roughly 1,000 low-income women served by Planned Parent-
hood in Twin Falls are no longer able to receive care.

“This was not money that can simply be made up by raising dollars from donors,” Gibron said. “We have
rent to pay, we have staff salaries ... there are limits to what we are able to do in terms of providing free
care without the Title X program.”

Gibron said Planned Parenthood is working with Washington state officials in hopes of securing “bridge
funding” to keep operating more than 20 Title X clinics serving roughly 90,000 people.

“We're going to do everything we can to provide care for patients in the same way, but we know that
it's not sustainable and we're looking at all of our options,” she said.

Among other providers withdrawing from Title X is Maine Family Planning, which oversees a network that
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serves about 23,000 patients per year and will be losing $1.8 million in annual funding. Its CEO, George
Hill, said the organization will rely on reserves and intensify fundraising efforts to bridge the gap while
seeking more aid from the state.

In anticipation of the changes, Democrats in neighboring New Hampshire added about $3.2 million in
the state budget they passed earlier this year to make up for the federal funding. But that’s on hold after
Republican Gov. Chris Sununu vetoed the budget in June for other reasons.

Crary reported from New York. Associated Press writers Brady McCombs in Salt Lake City; Patrick Whittle
in Portland, Maine; Holly Ramer in Concord, New Hampshire; and Rebecca Boone in Boise, Idaho, con-
tributed to this report.

APNewsBreak: Duo to push opioid settlement toward hospitals
By JULIE CARR SMYTH The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Onhio (AP) — West Virginia University President Gordon Gee and former Ohio Gov. John Ka-
sich are creating a nonprofit that will fight to steer cash from any national opioid settlement to hospitals,
rather than to local and state governments already sparring for control of the dollars.

Gee and Kasich say Citizens for Effective Opioid Treatment, a 501(c)4 organization to be announced
Thursday, will educate policymakers and the public about the negative impact the opioid epidemic has had
on health care infrastructure and advance health-related research solutions to the crisis.

“It’s an educational effort,” Gee said. "“We want to help people understand that this is a crisis and that
the caregivers — the hospitals, in particular — are really leading the charge in order to be able to both
give care and solve the problem.”

The duo’s plan is the latest move in a tug-of-war over what to do with the potential billions that could
flow from a national opioid settlement with drugmakers and distributors, if one is reached. Some individual
settlements with counties and states have already been reached and larger pharmaceutical companies
could yet cut deals as the clock ticks toward the first trial, which is set for October.

Local governments are asking the Cleveland-based federal judge who is overseeing the majority of more
than 2,000 lawsuits over the toll of opioids to let them distribute money among themselves. They say
being able to negotiate as a group on behalf of all or most local governments would make it possible to
reach a deal with the industry. They argue the crisis has hit local governments especially hard as they‘ve
needed to spend more on police, jails and other programs.

Most state attorneys general oppose that plan, saying the states would be in the best position to dole
out money to local governments and to create larger scale prevention and treatment programs.

Both Gee and Kasich said their nonprofit isn't intended as an attack on local governments. But Kasich,
who was criticized as governor for cuts to the state’s local government fund, said large sums of undedi-
cated money can tend to migrate.

“I'm not here to kind of tell the attorney generals what to do. If they can get a settlement and these
communities can be reimbursed, good for them,” he said. "But I don’t want the money to go to fill potholes
or to fill a budget gap or something like that. I want the money to go to the people who are on the front
lines, because they are right up against the wall.”

Gee and Kasich developed a relationship when Kasich was Ohio’s governor, beginning in 2011, and Gee
was president of Ohio State University.

Gee — himself a prolific fundraiser — said he enlisted Kasich’s help with the nonprofit for his political
acumen. Gee called Kasich “a rainmaker and a door opener” who “knows everyone.”

Under IRS rules, the new tax-exempt nonprofit — which can raise unlimited amounts and not disclose
its donors to the public — must “primarily” engage in social welfare and helping the community, meaning
at least half its budget has to go to activities such as education rather than to political lobbying. Gee said
a companion entity is planned whose collections can be spent more freely.
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Hospitals in West Virginia, including one system separately chaired by Gee, sued some of the largest
makers of the powerful painkillers in April, seeking monetary damages to cover the costs of the crisis. The
epidemic has spread to include street drugs, such as heroin and illegal fentanyl.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says opioids were involved in more than 47,000
deaths in both 2017 and 2018.

Gee said hospitals have had to cope with front-line health care costs, the space requirements of patients
unable to go home, the associated medical needs of children and newborns and added workload and
security costs.

He said the nonprofit will solicit private donations to spread its message. Kasich said he will speak out
publicly, write op-eds and appear in videos.

The idea of having a private foundation handle at least some of any money from an opioid settlement
isnt new. A group of public health groups including the Public Health Advocacy Institute at Boston's
Northeastern University filed papers in court in May calling for such an entity. The group said one of the
successes from a 1998 national tobacco settlement was the $1.7 billion that went to such a group and
helped reduce youth smoking.

But this approach makes some people bristle. Earlier this year, OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma and
members of the Sackler family, which owns it, agreed to a $270 million settlement with the state of Okla-
homa. Much of that money went to a research and treatment center at Oklahoma State University. Some
lawmakers complained that they, rather than the state attorney general, should have gotten to decide
what to do with the settlement.

In July, a group of state lawmakers in West Virginia asked their state’s attorney general for control of a
$37 million opioid settlement with the drug distributor McKesson, arguing they were the ones best suited
to assure the money went to treatment programs rather than administrative costs. Attorney General Patrick
Morrisey responded in a statement that it's important to “attack the drug epidemic holistically.”

Associated Press Writer Geoff Mulvihill contributed to this report from Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

Epstein may have gamed the system from beyond the grave
By CURT ANDERSON AP Legal Affairs Writer

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — The will that Jeffrey Epstein signed just two days before his jailhouse
suicide puts more than $577 million in assets into a trust fund that could make it more difficult for his
dozens of accusers to collect damages.

Estate lawyers and other experts say prying open the trust and dividing up the financier’s riches is not
going to be easy and could take years.

“This is the last act of Epstein’s manipulation of the system, even in death,” said attorney Jennifer Free-
man, who represents child sex abuse victims.

Epstein, 66, killed himself Aug. 10 in New York while awaiting trial on federal sex trafficking charges. The
discovery of the will with its newly created 1953 Trust, named after the year of his birth, instantly raised
suspicions he did it to hide money from the many women who say he sexually abused them when they
were teenagers.

By putting his fortune in a trust, he shrouded from public view the identities of the beneficiaries, whether
they be individuals, organizations or other entities. For the women trying to collect from his estate, the
first order of business will be persuading a judge to pierce that veil and release the details.

From there, the women will have to follow the course they would have had to pursue even if Epstein had
not created a trust: convince the judge that they are entitled to compensation as victims of sex crimes.
The judge would have to decide how much they should get and whether to reduce the amounts given to
Epstein’s named beneficiaries, who would also be given their say in court.

“Wealthy people typically attempt to hide assets in trusts or other legal schemes. I believe the court and
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his administrators will want to do right by Epstein’s victims, and if not, we will fight for the justice that is
long overdue to them,” attorney Lisa Bloom, who represents several Epstein accusers, said in an email.

She said attorneys for the women will go after Epstein’s estate in the U.S. Virgin Islands, where the will
was filed and where he owned two islands.

Bloom said it was “gross negligence” on the part of Epstein’s lawyers and jail personnel to allow him to
sign a new will, given that he had apparently attempted suicide a short time before. Bloom called a will
“a classic sign of impending suicide for a prisoner.”

The lawyers who handled the will have not returned calls for comment.

The assets listed in the 20-page document include more than $56 million in cash; properties in New
York, Florida, Paris, New Mexico and the Virgin Islands; $18.5 million in vehicles, aircraft and boats; and
art and collectibles that will have to be appraised.

Typically in any case, trust or not, there is a pecking order of entities that line up to get a share of an
estate, said Stephen K. Urice, a law professor at the University of Miami. First in line would be the gov-
ernment — in Epstein’s case, several governments — which will collect any taxes owed on his properties
and on his estate itself.

Next would be any other creditor to whom Epstein owed money, such as a bank or mortgage company.

Lawsuits against the estate by victims would come into play somewhere after that.

Epstein’s only known relative is a brother, Mark Epstein, who has not responded to requests for com-
ment. It is unclear whether he was named a beneficiary.

One other possibility is that the U.S. government will seek civil forfeiture of Epstein’s properties or other
assets on the grounds that they were used for criminal purposes. Government lawyers would have to
produce strong evidence of that at a trial-like proceeding.

If they prevailed, they would be able to seize the properties, sell them and distribute the proceeds to
victims.

“The fact that there is a will should not stop them,” said Cheryl Bader, a professor at the Fordham Uni-
versity School of Law.

Federal prosecutors declined to comment on the possibility of a forfeiture action.

Associated Press writer Jim Mustian in New York contributed to this story.

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee to announce run for 3rd term
By RACHEL LA CORTE Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) — Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, who has ended his climate change-focused 2020
presidential bid, is set to announce Thursday that he'll seek a third term as governor.

Two people close to Inslee told The Associated Press that Inslee planned to make the announcement
in an email to supporters. The two spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to
discuss the announcement publicly.

Inslee, who made fighting climate change the central theme of his presidential campaign, announced
Wednesday night that he was ending his campaign after nearly six months.

Inslee said that he was confident that Democrats would select a nominee who would champion climate
change issues but that it had become clear that he wouldn’t be the person selected. Inslee said he was
not endorsing anyone but would support whoever is the nominee.

I believe we're going to have a candidate to fight this battle,” he said on MSNBC. “I'm inspired by the
people I've met across the country. I'm not going to carry the ball but we're going to make sure somebody
IS,”

Inslee, who had previously been scheduled to visit New Hampshire on Thursday, will now be back in
Washington state for a morning news conference at Planned Parenthood in Seattle regarding the Title X
family planning program.
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While the filing deadline for the state’s 2020 elections isn't until next May, three Democrats had already
signaled they would run for governor, but only if Inslee didn't: Attorney General Bob Ferguson, Commis-
sioner of Public Lands Hilary Franz and King County Executive Dow Constantine. The political dominos
continued with Democratic candidates lining up to run for attorney general and lands commissioner if
Ferguson and Franz end up not seeking reelection to their posts.

Franz said Wednesday night that she’s not disappointed that she won't be entering the governor’s race,
saying that she loved her current job and has “a lot of work to do.”

State Republican Party Chairman Caleb Heimlich said that he thinks Inslee could be vulnerable in a
reelection bid.

“Getting elected to a third term is a tough task,” he said. "And doing so on the heels of a failed presidential
campaign where you sent a message to voters that you want a different job, that doesn't sit very well.”

A few Republicans have already announced plans to run for governor, including Phil Fortunato, a state
senator, and Loren Culp, the police chief of Republic, in eastern Washington. A Republican has not oc-
cupied the governor’s office in more than three decades.

Governors in Washington state aren't subject to term limits, though most haven't served more than two
terms. The last three-term governor in Washington was Republican Gov. Dan Evans, who served from
1965 until 1977.

Inslee, 68, became the third Democrat to end his presidential bid after U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell of Califor-
nia pulled out of the primary last month, followed by former Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper last week.

While Inslee had qualified for the first two presidential debates this summer, he struggled to gain trac-
tion in the crowded Democratic field and was falling short of the requirements needed to appear on two
high-profile stages next month: the third DNC debate in Houston and a CNN town hall focused on climate
change, Inslee’s key issue.

He had recently hit one of the markers — 130,000 unique donors. But he had yet to reach 2% in any
poll and would have needed to hit that level of support in four qualifying polls.

Inslee is a former congressman and served as Democratic Governors Association chairman in 2018,
when the party flipped seven Republican-held gubernatorial seats. He kicked off his campaign in March in
Seattle, standing in front of a blue-and-green campaign logo with an arc of the Earth, declaring climate
change the nation’s most pressing issue.

Inslee was a champion for the clean energy industry in Congress and wrote a book on the topic. And
he’s pushed for state policies to curb greenhouse gas emissions blamed for global warming. On the day
he announced his presidential bid, the state Senate passed a key piece of his legislative climate agenda,
a measure that seeks to eliminate fossil fuels like natural gas and coal from the state’s electricity supply
by 2045. The measure was later passed by the House and signed by Inslee in May.

In addition to pushing for a dedicated debate on climate change, Inslee’s campaign has been rolling out
climate proposals, including calling for the nation’s entire electrical grid and all new vehicles and buildings
to be carbon pollution free by 2030. He's also proposed a clean break between the federal government
and the fossil fuel industry, ending tax breaks for oil companies and banning all drilling and extraction on
federal lands and beneath federal waters.

Inslee released his sixth and final climate proposal, a plan focused on agriculture and farmers, hours
before he announced he was dropping out of the race.

In a video released Tuesday on Twitter, Inslee thanked supporters for helping him pass the 130,000
individual donor mark.

“Together we have put the climate crisis front and center in the 2020 race,” he said. “And thanks to you,
every candidate knows they have to have a robust plan to defeat the climate crisis.”
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Rohingya still fear safety in Myanmar, repatriation unlikely
By TOFAYEL AHMAD and JULHAS ALAM Associated Press

COX'S BAZAR, Bangladesh (AP) — The repatriation of hundreds of Rohingya Muslims appeared unlikely to
proceed as planned Thursday after those who were eligible told the U.N. refugee agency and the Bangla-
desh government they didn't want to return to Myanmar unless their citizenship and safety were ensured.

“We have not found anybody yet who has agreed to go back, but all our preparations are in place,” said
Khaled Hossain, a senior official with the Refugee, Relief and Rehabilitation commissioner’s office.

Members of at least 221 Rohingya Muslim families were interviewed Wednesday and Tuesday ahead of
the repatriation that was scheduled to start Thursday. Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her
government will not force the refugees to return and the repatriation will only happen if they are willing.

Myanmar has certified 3,450 refugees from 1,056 families as eligible for repatriation from Bangladesh’s
Cox’s Bazar district, where about 1 million Rohingya refugees are sheltered.

Myanmar’s military began a harsh counterinsurgency campaign against Rohingya Muslims in August
2017 in response to an insurgent attack. More than 700,000 Rohingya fled what has been called an ethnic
cleansing campaign involving mass rapes, killings and burning of thousands of their homes.

The U.N. refugee agency “is working with concerned governments to help create conditions conducive
to return, to assess whether or not these people are going back voluntarily,” U.N. spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said in New York.

“The voluntary nature of repatriation is really a bedrock of our position,” he said.

Dujarric said Secretary-General Antonio Gutteres, a former U.N. refugee chief, has stressed that it's
important for refugees to have the information they need to decide whether or not to return.

An earlier repatriation attempt last November was suspended because no one was willing to go back.
Thousands of refugees protested and chanted “We won't go back” and “*We want justice,” forcing authori-
ties to halt the process.

This time, the camps have been quiet with no reports of major protests ahead of Thursday’s plan.

Bangladesh refugee commissioner Abul Kalam was happy with that.

“This is a good sign and I think this is a good progress. Last year they fled their camp homes as the
day neared, but this time they are coming forward and facing interviews and talking freely,” Kalam said
Wednesday. "They have confidence in us.”

Kalim Ullah, a refugee on the repatriation list, said his family wants to go back but Myanmar must ensure
that they would be given citizenship and safety.

Many said they want to go back under direct U.N. supervision, not under the Myanmar government.

“We want to go back home. Bangladesh is not our country. But we still do not have any guarantee that
we will not be tortured or killed,” Ullah said as he left the interview room.

Myanmar has long not recognized Rohingya as citizens, rendering them stateless, and they face other
forms of state-sanctioned discrimination.

A U.N.-established investigation last year recommended the prosecution of Myanmar’s top military
commanders on charges of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity for the crackdown on the
Rohingya. Myanmar has rejected the report and any suggestion its forces did anything wrong.

Alam wrote from Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Asian stocks mixed after Wall Street rebound
By JOE McDONALD AP Business Writer
BEIJING (AP) — Asian stock markets are mixed Thursday following Wall Street’s rebound as investors
looked ahead to a speech by the U.S. Federal Reserve chairman for clues about possible interest rate cuts.
Investor reaction was muted following Wednesday'’s release of notes from the latest Fed meeting show-
ing conflicting opinions about rates.
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Benchmarks in Shanghai and Hong Kong fell, while Tokyo and Sydney climbed.

Investors are looking to Chairman Jerome Powell’s speech Friday for guidance about whether the Fed
might cut rates at its next meeting in September. The Fed cut its key policy rate on July 31 for the first
time in more than a decade, citing President Donald Trump’s tariff battle with Beijing and other possible
threats to economic growth.

Markets have a “high degree of policy uncertainty” ahead of Powell’s speech and U.S.-China trade talks
in September, said Stephen Innes of Oanda in a report.

Mixed views rates among Fed leaders are “well documented,” but the notes are a “reminder of how
challenging it could be for Chair Powell to meet the market’s exceedingly dovish expectations,” said Innes.

The Shanghai Composite Index dropped 0.2% to 2,876.08 and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng fell 0.7% to
26,095.95.

Tokyo's Nikkei 225 edged up 0.1 % to 20,647.87 and Sydney’s S&P-ASX 200 rose 0.3% to 6,505.90.

Seoul’s Kospi was 0.6% lower at 1,953.39. New Zealand was up while Taiwan and Southeast Asian mar-
kets declined.

On Wall Street, the Standard & Poor’s 500 index rose 0.8% to 2,924.43. The Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age gained 0.9% to 26,202.73. The Nasdaq added 0.9% to 8,020.21.

Traders say strong quarterly results from retailers as a sign of health among consumers who account
for 70% of U.S. economic growth.

Target notched its biggest-ever gain, while Lowe’s had its best day in more than a year, leading a broad
rally in companies that rely on consumer spending. Nordstrom, Kohl’s, Gap and other retailers closed higher.

Technology companies accounted for a big share of the gains. Financial stocks rose as bond prices fell,
pushing yields higher. Real estate and materials stocks lagged the rest of the market.

The Trump administration has imposed a 25% tariff on $250 billion in Chinese imports. A pending 10%
tariff on another $300 billion in goods would hit everything from toys to clothing and shoes that China
ships to the United States. But 60% of the new tariffs wouldn't go into effect until mid-December, and
others were taken off the table altogether.

ENERGY: Benchmark U.S. crude gained 2 cents to $55.70 per barrel in electronic trading on the New
York Mercantile Exchange. The contract lost 45 cents on Wednesday to close at $55.68. Brent crude, used
to price international oils, declined 4 cents to $60.26 in London. It gained 27 cents the previous session
to $60.30.

CURRENCY: The dollar dropped to 106.40 yen from Wednesday’s 106.62 yen. The euro rose to $1.1089
from $1.1086.

Sanders, Harris set for showdown in delegate-rich California
By MICHAEL R. BLOOD and KATHLEEN RONAYNE Associated Press

SOUTH PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — Bernie Sanders has promised to win the California presidential primary
in March, but home-state Sen. Kamala Harris is defending her turf — putting the two on a collision course
in a state both see as a critical steppingstone to the White House.

Sanders’ campaign advisers rank California among what they call the crucial “first five” contests. By making
a strong showing in those states — Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada, South Carolina and California — they
believe Sanders can establish himself as the dominant candidate in the crowded Democratic field by early
March. He plans to roll out a major plank of his campaign — a proposal to combat climate change — in
Northern California on Thursday.

Harris, meanwhile, has locked down endorsements from most of the state’s Democratic elected officials
and recently announced having 10 paid staffers in California. Both candidates are in the state this week
to address Democratic Party leaders in San Francisco.

But investing in California, the biggest prize in the presidential sweepstakes with 495 delegates, remains
a gamble for both. It's far from clear that the effort will be money well spent if the candidates don't place
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near the top in the earlier states and if their campaigns are flagging by the time Californians start voting.
(Mail-in ballots start going out Feb. 3 for the March 3 primary.) And in a state where most campaigning
happens on the airwaves, having a grassroots network in San Francisco or Los Angeles may not save a
candidate who is already sinking.

At this point, no other Democrats are betting on California like Harris and Sanders. Former Vice President
Joe Biden has five staff members in the state, with several focused on fundraising. Massachusetts Sen.
Elizabeth Warren has no paid staff but is building a robust volunteer corps. Sanders, a Vermont senator,
has 11 staffers on his payroll.

The problem for candidates: “"How do you budget for a California primary when you don’t know how
you've done in the first four states?” asked longtime Democratic strategist Bill Carrick, who is based in
Los Angeles.

“The first four states are incredibly consequential to who actually ends up a contender” in California,
he said.

Still, Sanders’ campaign could spend $25 million or more chasing votes, a sign of his campaign’s com-
mitment to the strategy. To manage the campaign in sprawling California, Sanders’ campaign has broken
up the state into five regions and started to build organizations in those areas. The idea is to target places
like the Los Angeles region and the San Francisco Bay Area as states within a state, honing in on local
concerns. On a recent swing, he discussed immigration in San Diego, homelessness in Los Angeles and
housing in San Francisco, where a typical one-bedroom apartment rents for $3,500.

In each area “we look at it lik