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Dylan Frey (left) and Colin Frey (right) 
are pictured with their dad and coach, 
Mike Frey, in the hospital in Aberdeen. 
(Photo from Mike’s Facebook Page)

State B Jr. Legion Champions - the Claremont-Britton Honkers!
Front row -- Ben Gustafson, Benton West, Aden Godel, Kash Cutler, Cody Blanchard, Boston Marlow, Jordan Dawson, Jesse Keough
Back row -- Coach Joe Gustafson, Connor Smith, Will Cutler, Zander Widener, Bryce Peterson, Kade Larson, Nico Alvarez, Colin Frey, Austen 

Wieser, Danny Feist, Cole Bisbee and Coach Dylan Frey.
Not pictured -- head coach Mike Frey (hospitalized day 2 and 3 of the tourney with blood clots in lungs and leg). (Photo by Jen Gustafson)

Groton’s Chandler Larson was selected 
as the State Tournament Most Valu-
able Player. He was presented with the 
award by State Legion Commissioner 
Paul Karst. Larson had a .333 batting 
average, 1000% fielding percentage, 
seven assists and four hit shut outs. (Photo 

by Paul Kosel)

Emily Sternhagen sang the National 
Anthem. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

State B Jr. Legion Runner Up - Groton Post #39
In back, left to right, are Coach Dalton Locke, Evan Nehls, Peyton Johnson, Jace Kroll, Tristan Traphagen, Lucas Simon, 

Chandler Larson, Darien Shabazz, Alex Morris and Coach Kevin Nehls; in front, left to right, are Pierce Kettering, Riley 
Thurston, Jayden Zak, Lee Iverson, Kaden Kurtz, Doug Heminger, Lane Krueger, Anthony Schinkel and Jackson Cogley. 
(Photo by Paul Kosel)



Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
8/17 to 8/19 Lion King, PG

8/24 to 8/26  Hobbs & Shaw, PG 13
8/31 to 9/2  Closed
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Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

The Groton Independent

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine 
Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!

AUCTIONS
INTERSTATE AUCTION CENTER. Saturday, 

August 17 10:00 AM. Machinery consignment 
auction. 3 miles east of Sioux Falls, exit 402. 
605-331-4550. Visit our website auctionzip.
com. 

Midwest 
Masonry & 

New or Replaced Sidewalk
Block Walls ~ Egress Windows

Driveway ~ Garage Floors ~ Basement Floors
Stone and Brick Work

605/397-8383Call for a free 
quote

21 N Main, Groton 605/397-NEWS (6397)
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher  paperpaul@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager  office@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.net
Deadline to submit items: Noon Monday]Yearly Subscription Rates: 12 Month Rate: $39 (includes tax)
The Groton Independent (USPS# 230-440) is published weekly with its periodicals postage paid at  Groton, SD.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Groton Independent, PO Box 34, Groton, SD 57445

 

Getting ready for school
School officials are getting everything fine 

tuned for the August 22nd start of the 2019-
20 school year. The back-to-school picnic will 
be held August 20th starting at 5 p.m. at the 
elementary school commons. Sixth grade ori-
entation will be held at the MS/HS at 6 p.m. 
The portal for students to get access to their 
class schedule will be opened on August 16th.

Nearly all positions are filled. Assignment 
changes have Ashley Seeklander as K-12 
school counselor, Jodi Schwan as opportunity 
coordinator, Melissa Ulmer as high school of-
fice and study hall, Matt Locke as head girls’ 
basketball coach, Becky Erickson as eighth 
grade girls’ basketball coach, and Jodi Schwan 
as student council advisor. New staff include 
Tasha Dunker as elementary librarian, Linda 
McInerney as route 1 (Claremont) bus driver, 
Brian Dolan as athletic director and head boys’ 
basketball coach, Seth Erickson as assistant 
football coach and Trent Traphagen as assis-
tant girls’ basketball coach. Positions still open 
are yearbook and assistant boys’ basketball 
coach. Volunteer coaches approved at the 
meeting Monday were Craig Sternhagen for 
boys soccer and Sarah Schuster for volleyball.

Faculty in-service is scheduled for August 
20 and 21.

Work on the boiler replacement is underway 
with the old one being removed today (Aug. 
13). The burner for the new boiler has ar-
rived and the vessel is scheduled to be here 
in about three weeks.

The elementary tuckpointing project is 
running behind. Superintendent Joe Schwan 
talked with Greg at Midwest Masonry and 
reported that they will be on site within the 
next week. Work in the playground area will 
be done first and the remainder of the work 
done during times when it does not pose a 
distraction to classrooms.

Elementary Principal Brett Schwan reported 
on the proposed enrollment numbers with 
second grade seeing an uptick from 39 to 45 
students. The board also approved the earlier 
start time of junior kindergarten from 12:30 
p.m. to 12:15 p.m. which will be equal to add-
ing 14 days of learning during the school year. 
Tasha Dunker was hired as elementary librar-
ian as Melissa Ulmer will move to administra-
tive assistant, replacing retired Kathy Harry. 
Superintendent Schwan reported there were 
23 applicants for that position.

Meanwhile high school principal, Kiersten 
Sombke, had several handouts she presented 
to the board from sixth grade orientation, the 
comfort closet, graduation requirements and 
dual credit listings. Class schedule change day 
is August 19 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Kristen Gonsoir was one of 25 teachers from 
around the United States chosen to participate 
in the Japan-US Information and Communica-
tion Technology Teacher Exchange Program 
in Hilo, Hawaii. The event ran August 4-10.

It was also reported that 40 athletes re-
ported for the first day of football practice.

And speaking of sports, Superintendent 
Schwan reported that Athletic Director Brian 
Dolan has been working with Avera in secur-
ing athletic training services here in Groton. 
“We’re excited to have someone here at home 
events for athletic services,” Schwan said. The 
service will cost $9,000 for the year which will 
include home event coverage and summer 
acceleration program. Schwan said the fees 
charged for the summer acceleration program 
will help defray the cost of the entire service. 
The board approved the contract.
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Brown County
Aug. 6, 2019

Meeting Minutes
AUGUST 6, 2019 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Fjeldheim at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present were 
Commissioners Feickert, Sutton, 
and Kippley.  Commissioner 
Wiese was absent.  Commis-
sioner Kippley led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

MINUTES: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Feickert to approve the Gen-
eral County Commission July 
30, 2019 and Special Meeting 
Minutes from August 2, 2019.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS/PAYROLL:
Moved by Kippley seconded 

by Sutton to approve the follow-
ing claims and payroll:

P a y r o l l :  C o m m i s s i o n 
$5,528.71; Auditor $8,545.00; 
Treasurer $13,715.21; SA 
$23,257.09; SVAWA $1,193.49; 
Maintenance $8,106.26; As-
sessor $13,947.72; Register 
of Deeds $8,771.40; VSO 
$4,479.63; GIS $2,367.50; IT 
$8,238.31; HR $3,397.45; Sher-
iff $38,141.95; Jail $51,792.81; 
Coroner $1,950.00; Court Secu-
rity $6,494.45; JDC $25,849.54; 
Welfare $1,884.62; Museum 
$7,206.73; Parks/Fairgrounds 
$7,819.06; Fair Board $5,026.42; 
4-H $1,444.26; Weed $7,964.75; 
Planning & Zoning $2,519.02; 
Highway $51,105.36; Dis-
patch $25,933.69; Emergency 
$4,079.58; Teen Court $548.64; 
24/7 Sobriety $3,296.83; Landfill 
$13,833.56; Matching Ben-
efits: FICA $21,271.23, Medi-
care $4,974.82, Health Savings 
Account $150.00 Insurance: 
SDACC $9,388.00. Profession-
al Fees: 4H Performing Arts 
$200.00; Aberdeen Commu-
nity Theater $800.00; Avera St. 
Luke’s $6,586.12; Bantz, Gosch 
& Cremer $8,887.50; Black Hills 
Land  & RV Rentals $3,896.10; 
Kristi Brandt $15.20; Br. Co. 
Treasurer $3,210.00; Cogley 
Law Office $1,869.45; Day Co. 
Treasurer $1,100.00; Dohrer 
Law Office $957.30; Ashley Dun-
ham $40.00; Blake Eisenbeisz, 
Jr. $275.00; gWorks $980.00; 
Gweneth Hansen $40.00; Haar 
Law Office $9.80; Jeremiah 
Johnson $100.00; JCWD Touring 
$30,000.00; Austin Langemeier 
$150.00; Brett Levos $150.00; 
Marshall Co. Sheriff $47.00; 
Amanda Mayer $250.00; Katie 
Olson $40.00; Victoria Schum-
acher $40.00; Samantha Jo 
Stethem $250.00; SD Attorney 
General’s Office $428.00; Fran-
cine Sippel $50.00; Software 
Unlimited Corp. $2,900.00; 
Tammy Stolle Court Report-
ing $138.25; WSP $18,575.96. 
Publishing: Aberdeen American 
News $276.72; Midcontinent 
$3,126.00; Rapid City Journal 
$30.84. Rental: Street Smart 
Rental $5,400.00; T & K Rentals 
$16,250.00. Repairs & Main-
tenance: Aberdeen Clean-All 
$205.00; Crawford Trucks & 
Equip. $1,463.12; Dakota Doors 
$158.67; Dakota Electronics 
$60.00; DFP $652.97; Day Co. 
Treasurer $708.85; Fire Safety 
First $1,361.80; Great Western 
Tire $14.00; Jason’s Electric 
$154.28; Olson’s Pest Techni-
cians $320.00; Pheasantland 
Industries $8.05; Sewer Duck 
$419.75; Thee Glass Doktor 
$67.50; Woodman Refrigeration 
$560.21. Supplies: Bakken Build 
Maint. $500.00; Crawford Trucks 
& Equip. $2,123.49; Dakota Elec-
tronics $65.00; DFP $705.76; 
DSG $761.46; Dean Foods 
$769.04; DSS Image $580.50; 
Earthgrains $699.60; Fastenal 
$994.12; Ferguson Enterpris-
es $494.19; Fire Safety First 
$182.80; Geffdog $1,503.50; 
GovConnection $1,058.00; 
Great Western Tire $2,999.60; 
Hansen Tools $17.20; Heart-
land Paper $2,110.33; Hedahl’s 
$721.43; Interstate Battery Sys-
tem $230.90; Kessler’s $10.64; 
LG Everist $6,182.60; Mac’s 
$223.89; Matheson Tri-Gas 
$404.71; Menards $323.02; Mid-
states Printing $1,710.00; Kathy 
Neitzel $149.09; Pantorium 
Cleaners $21.00; Performance 
Oil $311.75; Pheasantland In-
dustries $405.25; RaceWest 
$124.00; Romeo Entertainment 
$3,520.00; Running’s $9.99; 
Schmidt Construction $2,642.84; 
Share Corp. $576.00; Thee Glass 
Doktor $165.75; West Payment 
Center $978.20; Zastrow’s Sales 
& Service $51.50. Travel & 
Conference: McKenzie Bier-
man $35.25; Blake Eisenbeisz, 
Jr. $55.93; Jeremiah Johnson 
$140.06; Austin Langemeier 
$129.72; Brett Levos $132.54; 
Mark Milbrandt $760.00; Eden 
Schanzenbach $39.29; Aaron 
Walberg $205.76. Utilities: Ab-
erdeen City Treasurer $1,867.06; 
AT&T Mobility $177.66; BDM Ru-
ral Water $36.00; Midcontinent 
$369.43; NWPS $14,652.17; 
Verizon $3,310.76. 

Buildings: Great Plains Educa-
tion Foundation $6,386.30. Ma-

chinery & Equip.: Pierson-Ford 
$68,402.00. All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

HR REPORT:
Moved by Sutton seconded by 

Feickert to approve the following 
HR Office Report, which includes 
the following personnel changes: 
Acknowledge resignation of 
Mitchell Aman, part-time JDC 
officer for Brown County Sheriff’s 
Department; effective July 23, 
2019 and approve request to fill 
vacancy. Acknowledge resigna-
tion of Vicki Carlson, full-time 
deputy for Brown County Reg-
ister of Deeds Office, effective 
August 8, 2019 and approve 
request to fill vacancy. Approve 
hiring of Grace Gasperich as 
part-time Brown County 24/7 
staff effective August 5, 2019 @ 
$13.94 per hour. Approve hiring 
Diane Lehr as needed for Brown 
County 24/7 staff effective Au-
gust 5, 2019 @ $13.94 per hour. 
Approve hiring Shanda Bragg as 
needed for Brown County 24/7 
staff effective August 5, 2019 
@ $13.94 per hour. Approve 
hiring the following temporary 
fair workers to work during the 
Brown County Fair August 12th 
– 18th, 2018: Gate Scanner 
and Security Supervisor: David 
Weeldreyer @ $14.00/hour; Gate 
Scanner/security  Ryan Schaef-
fer @ $12/hour, John Fluery 
@ $11/hour; Gate Attendants 
Angela Geras, Steve Smith, Trixie 
Hettich and Agnela Rusten @ 
$12/hr; Trash/sanitation Su-
pervisor Jason Bohn @ $12/hr; 
Trash/ sanitation workers: Danny 
Guthmiller, Elizabeth Fuchs, 
Jeanine Martian, Aaron Baron-
deau, Doug Foldade, Johnnie 
Ramage, Christopher Dupree, 
John Fluerym Tom Coonfield, 
Andrew Coughlin, Aaron Fuchs, 
Brady Unser @ $11.00 per hour; 
Ticket sales supervisor Julie 
Hammer @ $14.50/hour; Ticket 
Sales: Holy Vensel, April Fryer, 
Amy Rawerts, Lynnsey Briese @ 
$14/hour and Brianna Hotzler, 
Anje Jinkelman, Nico Jung, 
Jacque Ohleen-Kallhoff, Malerie 
Henschel @ $12/hour; Customer 
Service Julie Van Dover, Mavis 
Kempf, Jan Erickson, Marie Den 
Ouden @ $14.18/hour; Secu-
rity: Brent Koens, Nick Cochran, 
Kyle Couchey, Justin Cleveland, 
Bryton Black, Jonathon Waldner, 
Brad Jung, Jeff Neal, Gregory 
Brooks, Jordan Danielson, Tan-
ner Jondahl, Landon Seaman, 
Anne Weig, Anthony Bisbee, 
Brady Berg, Jeff Carlson, Mike 
Wiese, Hayley Mayou, Tonya 
Mayou @ $30/hour. Approve the 
following employee step increas-
es effective August 11, 2019: 
Scott Kolb @$27.11/hour, Sherri 
Rawstern @$18.37/hour, Gavin 
Wright @$23.27/hour, Mike Hill 
@$23.27/hour, Brandon Black 
@$23.97/hour, Mike Rohrbach 
@$18.78/hour, Michelle Dannen 
@$15.66/hour. Acknowledge the 
following personal miles driven 
to be taxed at .545 per mile of 
personal use of county vehicle 
during the month of June:  Ken-
dell Titze 144 @ $62.13, Dirk 
Rogers 570 @ $310.65, Mike 
Scott 190 @ $67.58, Gary Vetter 
124 @ $67.58. 

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

FAIR CONTRACTS: 
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Kippley to approve the fol-
lowing fair contracts: Trailer 
rentals (3 trailers) @ $3,896.10, 
Ashley Denham (4H Judge) 
@ $40, Blake Eisenbeisz (4H 
Judge) @ $275, Gweneth Han-
sen (4H Judge) @ $40, Austin 
Langmier (4H Judge) @ $150, 
Amanda Mayer (Van Runner ) 
@ 250, Katie Olson (4H Judge) 
@ $40, Vickie Schumacher (4H 
Judge) @ $40, Samantha Jo 
Stethem (Van Runner) $250, 
Ethel Diggs (entertainment) @ 
$500, TK Tents (rental tents) @ 
$16,250, Kristin Ganje (Van Run-
ner) @ $250, Communications 
Direct, Inc (equipment rental) @ 
$2,850, Aberdeen Fire & Rescue 
(Standby ambulance service) @ 
$75 per hour, updated fair promo 
ticket lists (list on file with the 
fair office).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion Carried. 

TAX DEED SALE: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Feickert to approve sale of 
property and set auction date for 
tax deed sale August 26, 2019 at 
8:30a.m. in the Brown County 
Auditor’s Office for the following 
property: N48.5’ of W8’ of Lot 
21, Block 39, West Aberdeen.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion Carried.  

FIREWORKS PERMIT: 
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Kippley to approve firework 
display permit for Brown County 
Speedway August 17, 2019.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion Carried. 

LANDFILL FALL RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANUP:

Moved by Kippley seconded 
by Feickert to approve waiving 
fees on all material types from 
Residential Users Only, during 
the Fall Residential Cleanup at 
the Brown County Landfill (no 
other drop sites available), to 
be held from August 23 thru 
September 7, 2018 (open Labor 
Day).  Tire disposal is limited to 4 
car or pickup tires for residential 

users, farmers and those that 
do not charge fees for tire dis-
posal; fees will still be charged 
for retailers, tire dealers and 
those that charge a fee for tire 
disposal.  No free waste will be 
accepted from commercial con-
tractors or businesses (including 
mobile homes).  No free waste 
will be accepted for large demo 
projects (homes, outbuildings, 
tree belts etc.).  In the event 
circumstances beyond the con-
trol of Brown County (flood, 
tornado, fire, other) would occur 
during the FREE Cleanup period 
the Brown County Commission 
would reserve the right to end 
the free cleanup period at such 
time and implement the regular 
fee structure.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

LOTTERY PERMITS: 
Moved by Sutton, seconded by 

Kippley to approve the following 
lottery permits: SD State Chili 
Cook-Off for Split Pot August 
17, 2019 at the Brown Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, Brown County 
Democrats for Raffle August 18, 
2019 at the Brown County Fair-
grounds, Moccasin Creek Coun-
try Club for Raffle September 1, 
2019 at Moccasin Creek Country 
Club.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion Carried.

LEASES:
Moved Kippley, seconded by 

Sutton by approve the following 
lease agreement: Brittany Casey 
for lease of Clubhouse Septem-
ber 28, 2019 with approved 
alcohol use permission form.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion Carried.  

INMATE MEDICAL SERVICES: 
Moved by Feickert, seconded 

by Sutton to approve the follow-
ing fees for inmate medical ser-
vices at the Brown County Jail: 
Medical or Dental appointments 
$10 per visit; EMS, Emergency 
Room, or inpatient hospital 
admission $20 per visit; Pre-
scriptions, refills with contracted 
pharmacy $4 packaging fee plus 
prescription cost; Durable medi-
cal equipment not stocked by 
the jail, or non-stocked over-the-
counter medications obtained 
from contracted pharmacy or an-
other outside source will be billed 
at full cost.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion Carried.    

ALCOHOL LICENSE PUBLIC 
HEARING: 

Time and place, as advertised 
for public hearing to consider 
application for temporary Malt 
Beverage license.  Moved by 
Feickert, seconded by Sutton 
to approve application for Malt 
Beverage, submitted by Spurs 
Therapeutic Riding Center for 
event September 21, 2019 at 
38815 130th St (Spurs 2nd 
addition NW1/4 sec. 6-T123N-
R63W).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion Carried.   

TIRE REMOVAL QUOTES:
Moved by Sutton, seconded 

by Kippley to award low quote, 
submitted by Liberty Tire Re-
cycling LLC for Tire Removal at 
the Landfill @ $158.20 per ton 
picked up; rejecting New Deal 
Tire @ $180.00 per ton picked 
up.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

BROWN COUNTY RACE TRACK 
PUBLIC HEARING:   

Time and place, as advertised 
for proposals opening for opera-
tion of the Brown County Race 
Track.  No proposals received. 
Proposal date extended to Au-
gust 20th, 2019 to review and 
award proposals.     

ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Sutton seconded by 

Feickert to adjourn the Brown 
County Commission at 9:00a.m.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

Cathy McNickle, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $118.13. 
17925

Brown County
Notice of 

Sale of Property
NOTICE SALE OF PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given, that 

pursuant to Chapter 6-13 SDCL, 
the following described prop-
erty will be offered for sale by 
auction in the Brown County 
Auditor’s Office, Brown County 
Courthouse Annex, Aberdeen, 
South Dakota on August 26th 
at 8:30 A.M.   This property has 
been approved for public sale by 
the Brown County Commission.  
Purchase price of the property 
along with a $30.00 recording 
fee shall be paid in full on the day 
of the sale and a Quit Claim Deed 
will be issued to the successful 
bidder.  Property offered for sale 
is as follows:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: MINI-
MUM BID

ABERDEEN CITY
N48.5’ of W 8’of Lot 21, Block 

39, West Aberdeen: $ 100
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $17.64 
17926

Columbia City
Aug. 7, 2019

Meeting Minutes
City of Columbia Council Meet-

ing – August 7, 2019   7:00 pm
CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 

7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL – Cara Dennert, 

Tyler Kampa, Cole Kampa, Corey 
Mitchell, Trevor Meints

Community –Julie and Nyla 
Zastrow, Drew Johnson

Corey Mitchell called the meet-
ing to order.  Minutes were 
passed out from the June 26th 
(July) meeting.  Cole Kampa 
made a motion to accept the 
minutes as presented.  Trevor 
Meints seconded the motion.  All 
in favor – motion carried.

Warrant Vouchers: Agteg-
ra – 611.75 & 306.83; JVT – 
118.37; Web Water – 73.08 & 
59.47; United States Treasury 
– 2210.57; Brown County Trea-
surer – 735.78 & 645.52;  Artz 
Equipment – 163.81 & 102.60; 
Jeremy Dosch – 419.98; Kel-
sie Ehresmann –279.98; Cara 
Dennert – 823.50, GDI–42.02; 
Agtegra – 633.05; Web Water 
– 54.59; John Deere Financial 
– 167.69; Northwestern Energy 
– 360.28 & 365.00; Runnings 
-56.96 & 129.87; Corey Mitchell 
–52.60; Drew Johnson – 300.00; 
Menards – 34.99; South Dakota 
Governmental Finance Officers 
Association – 25.00;  GCR Tires 
& Service – 15.24; Personnel 
Concepts – 20.90; Hattie Weis-
mantel – 504.76; Brown County 
Sheriff – 194.00; RDO Equip-
ment– 18,000.

Cole Kampa made a motion 
to accept the vouchers as pre-
sented. Trevor Meints seconded 
the motion.  All in favor – motion 
carried.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS /
CORESPONDENCE – Julie and 
Nyla Zastow were present to 
obtain answers/procedures for 
building a garage in town.  They 
would like to remove some trees 
and level the lot.  They are going 
to put up a fence (after getting a 
permit.)  They also want to hook 
up to the city sewer – might be 
able to hook on to the Post Of-
fices line.  There was also men-
tion of them possibly replacing 
the sidewalk in front of their 
future shop.  On the other end 
of town, they are also going 
to build a shop/home.  It was 
discussed that they cannot put a 
well on that land.  They also will 
need to okay their plans with the 
city for a sewer system.  Corey 
mentioned that they are near 
the flood plain, but should be far 
enough from it.  They will also 
contact Web to apply for water 
hook up.  We received letters 
from N. Seivere and Elizabeth 
Duensey about moving in July.  
Future bills will be sent to Dawn 
Lovebreed and Larsons.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS Drew 
Johnson was present to answer 
questions about nuisance proper-
ties.  Drew said that he would be 
sending letters to those residents 
involved in the nuisances asking 
them to let the city clean up the 
properties, if they are able to do 
so.  If they don’t comply, we will 
file a civil action to get the prop-
erties cleaned up.  A 3rd party 
might be involved in cleaning up/
towing items.  Next May, we will 
be reaccessing other properties 
with possible nuisance violations.   
A John Deere mower for city has 
been found. Tyler Kampa made 
a motion to purchase the mower.  
Cole Kampa seconded the mo-
tion.  All were in favor – motion 
carried. Hattie Weismantel sub-
mitted Summer Rec bills for 20 
hours plus supplies.

Streets – Streets are looking 
good.  There is an area near 
Carlsons that needs work, but the 
water level is too high to disturb 
ground.  We might be able to 
after a frost.

Parks – The water level is very 
high – too high to even pump 
the sewer tank that we’ve had 
installed.

Lagoon/sewer – The board is 
considering a rate increase for 
sewer for city residents.  That will 
be addressed at the September 
meeting.

Rubble Site – The State De-
partment would like a couple 
changes to our site.  Cara will 
contact the person in charge 
and let him know that we will 
be working funding for those 
improvements into our 2020 
budget.

NEW BUSINESS – One of the 
recent strong storms allowed wa-
ter into the building by the drop 
box.  Jeremy is going to caulk 
the drop box to prevent this in 
the future. Cole suggested that 
we look into purchasing shades 
for our city hall office. Tyler 
wondered if the alley behind his 
place could be vacated.  If so, 
Corey said the city would like an 
easement on that alley so we 
could use it for emergency ac-
cess.  There was discussion on 
bringing back the speed radar 
signs to our main road.  Cara is 
going to contact other cities to 
see if they use radar signs and 
if they were made possible with 
grant money.  Cara will also con-
tact Northwestern Energy about 

the cause of flickering electricity 
and a poll light that is out on the 
corner of Baldwin and James.

FINANCIAL REPORT –Bank 
balances were presented. Trevor 
Meints made a motion to accept 
as presented. Cole Kampa sec-
onded the motion.  All were in 
favor – motion carried.  

July 31, 2019 balances: SF - 
$151,779.23; GF – 135,853.37; 
FIT – 13,841.65 Cash on Hand 
– $150.00

Trevor Meints made a motion 
to adjourn.  Tyler Kampa sec-
onded the motion.  All were in 
favor – meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting       Tuesday, 
September 3, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Cara Dennert, 
Finance Officer

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $49.66. 17927

Westport Town
Aug. 5, 2019

Meeting Minutes
Town of Westport General 

Meeting
August 5th,  2019
The Town of Westport met on 

August 5th, 2019 with Tim Sel-
zler, Shane Storm, Mike Wilson, 
Doreen Hertel and 1 community 
member present.

The following expenses were 
presented:

City General
NWPS ($275.14), Groton 

Independent ($55.16),  Mat-
thew Wilson ($206.07), Brown 
County Treasurer – Mosqui-
to spraying ($1,175.60), Hall 
Sand & Gravel ($ 127.93), JGE 
($382.74), Schoenfelder Truck-
ing ($975.00), and Midstates 

Printing ($178.92).
Sewer
NWPS ($46.68) & NRWA –loan 

repayment ($210.13). 
Water
WEB ($1,528.18), Dept. of 

Revenue ($30.00), & Water 
Maintenance District ($408.16). 

Shane Storm made motion 
to pay all bills; second by Mike 
Wilson.

The following deposits were 
presented:

City General
B r o w n  C o u n t y  C o l l e c -

tions ($341.94), State of SD 
($3,594.27), Building Permits 
($30.00)  & Interest ($32.17). 

Sewer
R e s i d e n t  P a y m e n t s - 

($2,400.00).
Water
R e s i d e n t  P a y m e n t s  – 

($3,548.58).
NEW BUSINESS:
 2020 budget was presented 

and approved.
WEB water will be raising their 

rates effective October 2019.  
The board decided to raise the 
rates for the town to keep in line 
with the increase.  The base fee 
is $45 and will increase to $47 a 
month.  The rate for 1,000 gal-
lons is $5.00 and will increase to 
$5.25; overage of 1,000 gallons 
is $8.25 and will increase to 
$8.50 Resolution will be read 
and signed next meeting for the 
rates to increase on November 
1st, 2019.

The city has an old Dixon lawn 
mower that is up for sale, the 
motor is not working.  Best offer 
will be accepted.

Doreen Hertel, Finance Officer
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $20.57. 17928

It will be the coolest 
thing you’ll see all summer!

A robot 

will serve 

you your 

Blizzard®!

Friday, Aug. 16 - 1 p.m. to close
$1 for every Blizzard® sold during this time 
will be donated to the GT Robotics Club.

When you buy a Blizzard®, the 
GT Robotics robot will serve 

you the Blizzard®.
Only at the Groton Dairy Queen

Only inside service
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By: Nick Lowrey
Thousands of South Dakota residents are 

living under a cloud of uncertainty and worry 
created by outstanding loans acquired in order 
to get a higher education. The high monthly 
payments and seemingly insurmountable 
principal amounts carry an emotional toll, but 
also limit their ability to live out their dreams 
and plan for the future.

As part of a special report on the high levels 
of student debt carried by many people across 
the state, South Dakota News Watch spoke 
with three college graduates who are strug-
gling to pay off loans and live prosperous lives.

Here are their stories.

DAMAGING DEBT: Three S.D. grads share 
stories of struggling to pay college costs

Brooke Moeller

‘I didn’t know it would be 
like this…’

In 2012, Brooke Moeller was about five 
months into her job as a practicing chiroprac-
tor in Chamberlain when she was told she 
would probably never get her student loans 
paid off.

Moeller had recently graduated from North-
western Health Sciences University in Bloom-
ington, Minn, and opened her own clinic called 
Inspire Chiropractic. When she started, Moeller 
said she was one of two chiropractors in a 
50-mile radius of Chamberlain and averaged 
seven new patients a week.

Moeller wasn’t married, didn’t have children 
and was renting a trailer home for $550 per 
month. She’d also paid about $1,500 every 
month toward the roughly $200,000 in student 
loans she took out to become a chiropractor. 
As a big believer in financial responsibility and 
paying back what she owed, Moeller called her 
loan servicer, Nelnet, to check on her loan’s 
status and the progress she made toward 
repayment.

The customer service rep said that after 
five months and $7,500 worth of payments, 
Moeller had knocked only $700 off her loan’s 
principal balance.

“That was when I pretty much broke down,” 
Moeller said.

Part of the problem was that while Moeller 
was in school, the federal government took 
over a larger portion of the student loan mar-
ket. In the process, interest rates shot up, 
Moeller said, and made her schooling far more 
expensive. Already tens of thousands of dol-
lars in debt, Moeller didn’t have much choice 
other than to finish her program and hope to 
make enough money after graduating to pay 
off her debt.

She would have needed to pay more than 
$12,000 per year just to keep up with the 6.8 
percent interest rate on her loans. Moeller 
was paying for building space and expensive 
chiropractic equipment — all of which she had 
to finance through a small business loan to 
get started — in addition to chipping away at 
her student debt. She couldn’t pay her debt 
off without the business, so Moeller felt stuck 

and looked for alternatives.
Like nearly 8 million other Americans, Moeller 

entered into an income-based repayment plan 
and has been making payments ever since.

Now 34 and married with two children, 
Moeller is making payments on her loans 
and hoping they’ll be forgiven. Income-driven 
repayment plans allow borrowers to avoid de-
fault on their loans by making smaller monthly 
payments based on the portion of their annual 
income that is 150 percent of the federal pov-
erty line. Such payments often don’t result in 
a loan ever being paid off. Part of the agree-
ment borrowers make when they enter such 
a plan is that after 20 or 25 years of making 
payments, the government will forgive the loan 
and tax the borrower on the amount forgiven 
as if it were income.

Moeller said she’s trying to save money for 
the $60,000 to $70,000 tax bill she is likely to 
face if her loans are forgiven in 2036 as she 
was promised, but she’d much rather pay the 
loans off early.

“By all means I’m very much a Republican. 
I’m not asking for school to be free, I’m not,” 
she said. “I think that we should pay for our 
schooling. But good God, when the job doesn’t 
pay for the schooling it took to get the job, 
there’s something wrong.”

Together Moeller and her husband average 
about $75,000 a year in taxable income, about 
$20,000 more than the median income in 
Chamberlain. But because of her student debt, 
Moeller said, she has no retirement savings 
and can’t put any money away for her own 
children’s college expenses. The debt is a con-
stant source of anxiety, and it weighs on just 
about every decision she makes, Moeller said.

“There are times in my life when I say maybe 
I should have gone and done something I 
would have hated just so I wouldn’t have this 
burden,” she said. “But I didn’t know; I didn’t 
know that it was going to be like this.”

Valerie Scott

‘I signed on the 
dotted line’

Valerie Scott was a typical 18-year-old high 
school graduate in 2008 looking for place to 
get a quality education.

She enrolled at what is now Augustana Uni-
versity, a private school in Sioux Falls. Find-
ing the money to pay for the school wasn’t a 
problem. The university’s financial aid office 
found Scott a $19,000 annual scholarship and 
she had qualified for the $5,000 South Dakota 
Opportunity Scholarship for high-performing 
students.

With those scholarships, Scott ended up 
paying about half of the cost of her four 
years at Augustana out of her own pocket, 
about $84,000 in all. Most of that was paid for 
through $67,800 in federal and private student 
loans. Augustana’s financial aid department 

didn’t provide much help or education about 
taking on debt, Scott said.

“My dad advised me, more or less, and I 
called them and said ‘give me money’ and 
they said “how much?’” Scott recalled. “And I 
signed on the dotted line.”

Augustana University’s financial aid counsel-
ing program is supposed to kick in the first 
time a prospective student arrives on cam-
pus for a tour. Often that happens when the 
student is a junior in high school, said Adam 
Heinitz, Augustana director of admissions.

Those initial conversations are all about 
finding ways to pay tuition through grants 
and scholarships, said Financial Aid Director 
Tresse Evenson.

Before taking out federal loans, students 
are required to take an online loan counseling 
course, and Augustana financial aid directors 
will talk to students directly about private loans 
if the interest rate is too high, Evenson said.

Augustana also holds a couple of loan exit 
counseling sessions every year for graduating 
seniors and offers a personal finance course 
every January, Evenson said. Students can set 
up individual appointments for loan counseling 
as well, she said.

After graduating in 2012 with a double ma-
jor in German and Spanish, Scott didn’t have 
much in the way of a career plan and struggled 
to find a good job. As the six-month grace pe-
riod on her loans came to an end, she rushed 
to find any position she could in order to start 
making payments. Scott’s first job out of col-
lege was cutting up fruit and vegetables in the 
back of a grocery store. She remembers it as 
a tough time financially.

“Since I worked in the back and it was in 
a food-prepping station, I saved money by 
not buying meals for the shifts I worked and 
snacking on something I was cutting up as 
I worked,” she recalled. “We could also buy 
‘expired’ products from our department at a 
discount if the manager marked them down, so 
I would try to get a salad for my home meals.”

Scott kept her spending down and made 
sure she set money aside after paying rent 
and utilities.

“I put the rest of every paycheck toward my 
student loans with the intention of paying off 
what I could as fast as possible,” Scott said.

Eventually, some of Scott’s friends from col-
lege helped her find a job in medical billing. 
Scott, now 29, said she spends at least one-
third of her monthly income to repay student 
loans and sometimes she commits half her 
income or more to pay down her loans.

In the seven years since she left college, 
Scott said she’s made more than $42,000 
in payments on her student loans. She’s got 
about $3,000 left to pay on her federal loans 
and roughly $32,000 left to pay on private 
loans.
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Sara Carlson and her daughter, 
Danica Fillbrandt

‘Transfer schools … 
or be homeless’

Sara Carlson of Brookings started her pursuit 
of a bachelor’s degree at Concordia College, 
a private school in Moorhead, Minn., in 2008. 
Within a year she’d used all of her college sav-
ings and had taken out a loan from the school 
to help pay tuition. But she also found the 
school isolating and suffered mentally. Carlson 
left the school and went home to Brookings 
to live with her mother, a high school Spanish 
teacher.

“I came home with nothing,” Carlson said.
She had originally planned to just drop out 

of college and start working. But Carlson’s 
mother refused to let her go without a degree 
if she could help it. Carlson’s mother told her 
she’d be thrown out of the house if she didn’t 
go back to school.

“It was transfer schools and go to the public 
school that was more affordable and live off 
loans for a while or be homeless,” Carlson 
recalled.

She enrolled at South Dakota State Uni-
versity in 2009, majoring in graphic design. 
Statistically speaking, Carlson made the right 
decision. College graduates can expect to 
make 80 percent more income over their lives 
than non-graduates, according to national 
statistics. But much of the so-called “college 
premium” might be due to falling incomes for 
non-graduates, according to a 2018 study by 
the Roosevelt Institute, a liberal think tank.

That study, called “The Student Debt Crisis, 
Labor Market Credentialization and Racial In-
equality,” found that despite increased num-
bers of college graduates in the United States, 
wages haven’t actually increased very much. 
Instead, the study’s authors concluded, more 
employers are requiring college degrees for 
jobs that historically didn’t need them, which 
probably means high school graduates are 
making less than they used to.

Carlson graduated in the fall of 2011, one 
semester early, with more than $30,000 in 
student debt. At that year’s interest rate of 6.8 
percent, she’ll end up paying closer to $50,000 
for her education. Carlson said she looked for 
graphic design jobs but couldn’t find any near 
her family and friends. It was a support system 
she says she needed.

Eventually, Carlson found a job as a cashier 
at the Runnings department store in Brook-
ings. She has worked her way up to a manage-
ment position — a job she didn’t need a degree 
for — and makes a bit more than $34,000 per 
year. She’s been paying $260 per month on 
her student debt since 2012.

After finding a steady job, Carlson said she 
tried to buy a home. She went so far as to 
apply for an income-based repayment plan 
for her student debt and could have had her 
monthly payments reduced to zero. But banks 
still wouldn’t give her a home loan, she said.

In 2015, Carlson got engaged and was able 
to buy a home with her husband-to-be. They 
had a child. Then the relationship soured and 
now she’s filed for divorce. She doesn’t know 
how she’ll make ends meet once the divorce 
becomes final.

Carlson said she had to borrow money from 
her parents to start her divorce and is hoping 
that her ex-husband will keep their daughter 

on his health insurance. Even then, she said, 
finances remain extremely tight and she often 
comes up short each month.

ABOUT
NICK LOWREY

Nick Lowrey, based 
in Pierre, S.D., is an 
investigative staff re-
porter for South Da-
kota News Watch. A 
South Dakotan for 
more than 20 years, 
he is a former editor 
of the Pierre Capital 
Journal.

S.D. 
journalism 
community 
mourns the 

loss of 
Maricarrol 

Kueter, 
founding 
editor of 

South Dakota 
News Watch

Maricarrol Kueter, a South Dakota native, 
longtime leader in the state journalism indus-
try and founding executive director and editor 
of South Dakota News Watch, died on Aug. 10 
after a long battle with cancer.

Throughout her fight, Maricarrol, 63, had the 
strong support of her close family and friends, 
which included many people in the South Da-
kota journalism community. She was revered 
for her knowledge, judgement, strength of 
character and kindness.

Kueter formerly served as executive editor 
of the Argus Leader of Sioux Falls; later, she 
became a major player in the development of 
South Dakota News Watch, the state’s only in-
dependent non-profit journalism organization. 
As the first editor and director of News Watch, 
Maricarrol shepherded through a wide range of 
articles that exposed significant issues to state 
residents, and also was a prominent voice in 
the formation and growth of the organization. 
Her work at News Watch and over her entire 
career helped inform people and improve the 
lives of South Dakotans.

The sadness over her passing was noted in 
a social media posting by Jack Marsh, co-chair 
of South Dakota News Watch and a longtime 
colleague of Maricarrol. Marsh called Maricarrol 
“a treasured colleague and friend.”

Marsh said that Maricarrol’s “love of commu-
nity and passion for truth were an example to 
others. The successful launch of News Watch 
is largely due to her professionalism and com-
mitment to excellence.”

Bart Pfankuch, content director for News 
Watch, who worked under Maricarrol’s tute-
lage for nearly two years, said he was hon-
ored to work with such a great editor and 
outstanding individual. Pfankuch said he now 
fully understands why so many South Dakota 
journalists hold Maricarrol in such high regard.

“As both a journalist and as a human being, 
I will strive every day to be more like Maricar-
rol,” he said. “Her wisdom, toughness, smarts 
and kindness are models for us all. We all will 
miss her deeply, but stand ready to carry on 
her tradition of excellence in our field.”
ARGUS LEADER HONORS MARICARROL

The following is a column published on Aug. 
10, 2019 by longtime Sioux Falls Argus Leader 
writer and editor Stu Whitney, who reflected 
on the loss of Maricarrol shortly after her 
death. It is published here with permission 
from the Argus Leader.

BY STU WHITNEY
Maricarrol Kueter was a journalist.
That might seem an obvious appraisal of 

someone who helped guide the Argus Leader 
newsroom for a quarter-century, but the sim-
plicity of the statement is the point.

In an age when media personas are fueled 
by self-promotion and sensationalism, Kueter’s 
stoic leadership stands as a lesson for us all.

She and I arrived at Argus Leader at roughly 
the same time, with much different approach-
es. I was a brash young sportswriter from 
Michigan looking to make my mark and ruffle 
feathers. She was an assistant news editor 
from a farm near Humboldt who wanted to 
serve the community and help her reporters 
shine.

Maricarrol’s feel for South Dakota and its 
unique sensibilities served her well. Her knowl-
edge of what was news and how to report 
it responsibly helped her move through the 
ranks to executive editor, the role she held 
when she retired from the Argus Leader in 
2015.

It’s rare for editors – almost always former 
reporters or columnists – to leave their ego 
at the door, but she did it with ease. Her un-
obtrusive style allowed her to elevate writers 
and spotlight them when warranted, and their 
natural response was to trust and respect her.

I remember working on lengthy projects in 
both news and sports where Kueter served 
as overseer. She helped with working sources 
and pulling different threads, but there would 
always come a time when she would look up 
and say, “OK, Stu, well, by the end of the week 
we need to see some copy.” That meant it was 
time to start digging in.

Quiet by nature, she would lord over edi-
tors’ meetings with a subtle hand, listening to 
voices rise and fall as they lobbied for a certain 
story or approach. As egos clashed and ideas 
collided, she would take it all in and calmly 
but firmly render a verdict for how we would 
proceed. I don’t recall anyone ever firing back 
at her in disagreement.

Maricarrol passed away Saturday after sev-
eral days in hospice care, where she was sur-
rounded by family and friends. Her legacy as 
a trailblazing journalist and newsroom leader 
in South Dakota probably isn’t a story that she 
feels needs to be told.

When she retired four years ago, we had a 
newsroom gathering to honor her contribu-
tions, but Maricarrol didn’t want to make a 
fuss. We told stories and laughed and hugged 
and she went to other pursuits, including some 
very fine work with South Dakota News Watch.

“I don’t know when exactly it happens in 
your career,” she wrote in her farewell column, 
“that moment when you stop thinking about 
what you want to be and start thinking about 
what you have been.”

Maricarrol wanted to be a journalist. She 
was a damn good one. I miss her support and 
guidance. I miss her professionalism in the 
face of daunting industry challenges. Heck, I’ll 
miss her at our fantasy football draft, where 
she always came prepared.

Mainly, I find myself wanting to share a basic 
truth that she would not want to be told: She 
was one of the best we ever had.

Argus Leader Media columnist Stu Whitney can be reached at 
swhitney@argusleader.com.



Championship: Honkers 
win State Jr. Legion 

Title
Groton Post 39 Fall Short To Claremont/
Britton Post 262 , 5-4

Groton Post 39 opened up scoring in the 
second inning when Darien Shabazz grounded 
out, scoring one run.

Claremont/Britton Post 262 took the lead 
for good with four runs in the third inning. In 
the third Shabazz induced Boston Marlow to 
hit into a fielder’s choice, but one run scored 
and Nico Alvarez singled on a 0-1 count, scor-
ing two runs.

Zander Widener pitched Claremont/Britton 
Post 262 to victory. He went four innings, al-
lowing three runs on two hits and striking out 
four. Austen Wieser threw three innings in 
relief out of the bullpen.

Shabazz took the loss for Groton Post 39. He 
went two innings, allowing five runs on one hit 
and striking out two.

Jackson Cogley, Alex Morris, and Chandler 
Larson each collected one hit to lead Groton 
Post 39. Groton Post 39 tore up the base 
paths, as two players stole at least two bases. 
Shabazz led the way with two.

Claremont/Britton Post 262 was sure-handed 
in the field and didn’t commit a single error. 
Benton West had the most chances in the 
field with five.

Third Place: Wagner 
Defeats Winner In Low-

Scoring Affair
Both teams were strong on the hill Sunday, 

but Wagner Post 11 defeated Winner Post 
169 3-1. Wagner Post 11 pitchers allowed just 
seven hits to Winner Post 169 .

Wagner Post 11 grabbed an early lead. 
Wagner Post 11 scored on a single by Lincoln 
Thury and a single by Anthony Bruguier in the 
second inning.

Wagner Post 11 pulled away for good with 
two runs in the second inning. In the second 
Thury singled on a 0-1 count, scoring one run 
and Bruguier singled on the first pitch of the 
at bat, scoring one run.

Malcolm Janis was the winning pitcher for 
Wagner Post 11. He surrendered zero runs 

on five hits over six innings, striking out three 
and walking zero.

Evan Farner took the loss for Winner Post 
169 . He allowed five hits and three runs over 
six innings, striking out six.

Nolan Dvorak started the game for Wagner 
Post 11. He went one inning, allowing one run 
on two hits and walking one

Wagner Post 11 tallied five hits on the day. 
Thury and Bruguier all collected multiple hits 
for Wagner Post 11. Bruguier and Thury each 
collected two hits to lead Wagner Post 11.

Joey Cole led Winner Post 169 with two hits 
in four at bats.

Fifth: Redfield Fights 
Back In Loss To Lennox
Redfield Post 92’s effort to come back from 

down six runs in the first inning came up just 
short, as they fell 9-8 to Lennox Post 174 on 
Sunday. Redfield Post 92 scored six runs in 
the failed comeback. Peyton Osborn, Camden 
Osborn, Christian Deyoung, Seth Siebrecht, 
Osborn, and Easton Millar came through with 
RBIs to lead the rally.

Redfield Post 92 collected eight hits and 
Lennox Post 174 had nine in the high-scoring 
affair.

Lennox Post 174 got things moving in the 
first inning. Lennox Post 174 scored one run 
when Peyton Eich singled.

In the bottom of the third inning, Redfield 
Post 92 tied things up at six when Siebrecht 
grounded out, scoring one run.

Lennox Post 174 pulled away for good with 
two runs in the fourth inning. In the fourth Eich 
singled on a 1-0 count, scoring one run and 
Gavin Sanculi grounded out, scoring one run.

Redfield Post 92 tallied five runs in the third 
inning. The big inning was thanks to a single 
by Osborn, a groundout by Siebrecht, and a 
fielder’s choice by Deyoung.

Tanner Miller led the Lennox Post 174 to 
victory on the pitcher’s mound. He went five 
and two-thirds innings, allowing six runs on 
eight hits and striking out five. Conner Eich 
threw one and one-third innings in relief out 
of the bullpen.

Osborn took the loss for Redfield Post 92. 
He surrendered nine runs on nine hits over 
six and a third innings, striking out four and 
walking one.

Redfield Post 92 
tallied eight hits on 
the day. Osborn 
and Osborn all had 
multiple hits for 
Redfield Post 92. 
Osborn and Osborn 
each collected two 
hits to lead Redfield 
Post 92.

Lennox Post 174 
scattered nine hits 
in the game. Eich, 
Ty Spieler,  and 
Brandon Fodness 
each collected mul-
tiple hits for Lennox 
Post 174 . Eich led 
Lennox Post 174 
with three hits in 
four at bats. Spiel-
er led Lennox Post 
174 with two stolen 
bases, as they ran 
wild on the base 
paths with seven 
stolen bases.

With Alex On The 
Mound, Groton shuts 

Out Winner
Alex Morris shut down Winner Post 169 , 

throwing a complete game shutout and lead-
ing Groton Post 39 to a 1-0 victory on Saturday

The pitching was strong on both sides. 
Morris struck out 12, while Jacob Beckers sat 
down five.

A single by Aaron Gilchrist in the first inning 
was a positive for Winner Post 169 .

Morris earned the win for Groton Post 39. 
He lasted seven innings, allowing five hits and 
zero runs while striking out 12.

Beckers took the loss for Winner Post 169 . 
He went six innings, allowing one run on five 
hits and striking out five.

Darien Shabazz went 2-for-2 at the plate to 
lead Groton Post 39 in hits. Groton Post 39 
didn’t commit a single error in the field. Kaden 
Kurtz had the most chances in the field with 
11.

Winner Post 169 totaled five hits. Adam 
Bohnet and Evan Farner all had multiple hits 
for Winner Post 169 .

Claremont/Britton 
Captures Lead Early To 

Defeat Wagner
Wagner Post 11 fell behind early and couldn’t 

come back in a 1-0 loss to Claremont/Britton 
Post 262 on Saturday. Claremont/Britton Post 
262 took the lead on a single in the second 
inning.

The pitching was strong on both sides. Clare-
mont/Britton Post 262 pitchers struck out one, 
while Wagner Post 11 sat down five.

In the second inning, Claremont/Britton 
Post 262 got their offense started when Ben 
Gustafson singled on the first pitch of the at 
bat, scoring one run.

A single by Malcolm Janis in the first inning 
was a positive for Wagner Post 11.

William Cutler was the winning pitcher for 
Claremont/Britton Post 262 . He surrendered 
zero runs on four hits over seven innings, 
striking out one.

Dustin Honomichl took the loss for Wagner 
Post 11. He lasted seven innings, allowing five 
hits and one run while striking out five.

Honomichl went 2-for-3 at the plate to lead 
Wagner Post 11 in hits.

Claremont/Britton Post 262 tallied five hits 
on the day. Benton West and Boston Marlow 
each collected multiple hits for Claremont/
Britton Post 262 . Claremont/Britton Post 262 
was sure-handed and didn’t commit a single 
error. Gustafson made the most plays with 12. 

Elk Point/Jefferson Falls 
To Redfield In Low-

Scoring Affair
Both teams were strong on the hill on Sat-

urday, but Redfield Post 92 was just a little bit 
stronger at the plate in a victory over Elk Point/
Jefferson Post 134 on Saturday. Skyler Swatek 
started the game for Elk Point/Jefferson Post 
134 and recorded 15 outs.

Peyton Osborn pitched Redfield Post 92 to 
victory. He surrendered zero runs on zero hits 
over five innings, walking zero.

Swatek took the loss for Elk Point/Jefferson 
Post 134 . He lasted five innings, allowing two 
hits and one run while striking out five.

Redfield Post 92 didn’t commit a single error 
in the field. Seth Siebrecht had seven chances 
in the field, the most on the team. 

W.I.N Drops Game To 
Lennox After Late Score
W.I.N Post 137 stayed in it until the end, but 

Lennox Post 174 pulled away late in a 3-2 vic-
tory on Saturday. The game was tied at two 
with Lennox Post 174 batting in the top of the 
fifth when Brandon Fodness doubled on a 3-1 
count, scoring one run.

We need our farmers.
We need them physically strong. We need them mentally strong.

Northeastern Mental Health Center is now offering counseling 
services for farmers and their families-at no cost.

 With the current state of the industry, we understand that farm families 
can feel overwhelmed in times of stress, instability, and uncertainty. 

We’re here to help.

Call 605-225-1010 for more information.
NoNortheastern Mental Health Center services the counties of Brown, Campbell, Day, 

Edmunds, Faulk, Marshall, McPherson, Potter, Spink and Walworth.
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The pitching was strong on both sides. Len-
nox Post 174 pitchers struck out six, while 
W.I.N Post 137 sat down four.

In the first inning, Lennox Post 174 got their 
offense started when Carter Van Houten 
singled on a 0-1 count, scoring one run.

Peyton Eich earned the win for Lennox Post 
174 . He allowed one hit and zero runs over 
three innings, striking out six and walking one.

Joshua McQuarie took the loss for W.I.N Post 
137. He lasted five innings, allowing seven hits 
and three runs while striking out four.

Gavin Sanculi started the game for Lennox 
Post 174 . He went two innings, allowing two 
runs on two hits

Sawyer Stroschein, Benjamin Fischbach, and 
Kyle Stahl each collected one hit to lead W.I.N 
Post 137.

Lennox Post 174 had seven hits in the game. 
Eich and Van Houten all collected multiple hits 
for Lennox Post 174 . 

Pitching By Chandler 
Shuts Out Redfield, 

Groton Takes The Win
Chandler Larson shut down Redfield Post 92, 

throwing a complete game shutout and lead-
ing Groton Post 39 to a 5-0 victory on Saturday

Groton Post 39 got on the board in the first 
inning when Pierce Kettering singled on a 0-1 
count, scoring one run.

A single by Christian Deyoung in the first in-
ning was a positive for Redfield Post 92.

Larson took the win for Groton Post 39. He 
lasted seven innings, allowing four hits and 
zero runs while striking out six and walking 
one.

Deyoung took the loss for Redfield Post 92. 
He surrendered five runs on nine hits over five 
and a third innings, striking out three.

Groton Post 39 tallied nine hits. Darien Sha-
bazz and Peyton Johnson all had multiple hits 
for Groton Post 39. Shabazz went 3-for-3 at 
the plate to lead Groton Post 39 in hits.

Deyoung led Redfield Post 92 with two hits 
in three at bats.

Winner Grabs Lead In 
Fifth Inning To Defeat 

Elk Point/Jefferson
Winner Post 169 stole the lead late and 

defeated Elk Point/Jefferson Post 134 5-4 on 
Saturday. The game was tied at four with Win-
ner Post 169 batting in the bottom of the fifth 
when Adam Bohnet singled on a 0-1 count, 
scoring one run.

Elk Point/Jefferson Post 134 got on the 
board in the first inning when Andrew Near-
man doubled on a 0-1 count, scoring one run.

Winner Post 169 scored three runs in the 
fourth inning. Bohnet and Landon Thieman 
each had RBIs in the big inning.

Kameron Meiners got the win for Winner 
Post 169 . He lasted seven innings, allowing 
five hits and four runs while striking out two 
and walking zero.

Noah Larson took the loss for Elk Point/Jef-
ferson Post 134 . He went two innings, allow-
ing five runs on five hits and striking out one.

Tyler Goehring started the game for Elk 
Point/Jefferson Post 134 . He lasted four in-
nings, allowing one hit and zero runs while 
striking out nine

Bohnet went 2-for-3 at the plate to lead Win-
ner Post 169 in hits.

Nearman led Elk Point/Jefferson Post 134 
with two hits in four at bats.

Wagner Takes Victory 
Over Lennox , 8-3

Wagner Post 11 scores more runs than Len-
nox Post 174 , takes victory on Friday to the 
tune of 8-3

Wagner Post 11 scored five runs in the sixth 
inning. Jaydan Aungie, Dustin Honomichl, 
Nolan Dvorak, Riley Ruchtaeschel, and Aydan 
Bruguier all moved runners across the plate 

Pierce Kettering wheeled to first base 
as he tried to outrun the throw to first 
baseman Ben Gustafson. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Zander Widener winds up for a pitch 
for Claremont-Britton. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The Karsts stand by the entrance sign 
at Locke-Karst Field in Groton. Paul 
Karst had coached for many years in 
Groton alongside fellow coach the late 
Ervin Locke, Jr. The team is named af-
ter both of those coaches. Pictured are 
Derek Karst, Paul Karst and Dan Karst. 
(Photo by Paul Kosel) 

Schedule an appointment by calling 605-397-4242 
or learn more at Avera.org/groton

That’s Avera.

Dedicated to Community Health 
Right Here in Groton

When you need quality health care close to home, count on your friends and 
neighbors — the dedicated health care professionals at Avera Medical Group 

Groton. Your hometown clinic provides convenient services for your family 
with a caring, compassionate touch.

Avera Medical Group Groton 
8 E. Highway 12 | Groton, SD 57445

Sharon Simon, DNP

with RBIs in the inning.
Dvorak took the win for Wagner Post 11. He 

lasted three and a third innings, allowing one 
hit and zero runs while striking out two and 
walking one. Anthony Bruguier and Aungie en-
tered the game out of the bullpen and helped 
to close out the game in relief.

Ty Spieler took the loss for Lennox Post 174 
. He went six innings, allowing eight runs on 
seven hits and striking out five.

Malcolm Janis went 2-for-2 at the plate to 
lead Wagner Post 11 in hits. Wagner Post 11 
stole six bases during the game as two play-
ers stole more than one. Preston Nedved led 
the way with two.

Lennox Post 174 scattered eight hits in the 
game. Brandon Fodness and Cole Benning 
each had multiple hits for Lennox Post 174 .

Claremont/Britton 
Victorious W.I.N Thanks 
To Fourth Inning Boost
Four runs in the fourth inning led Claremont/

Britton Post 262 past W.I.N Post 137 7-1 on 
Friday. Claremont/Britton Post 262 big bats 
were led by Zander Widener and Colin Frey, 
who each had RBIs in the inning.

Claremont/Britton Post 262 got things mov-
ing in the second inning, when Connor Smith 
singled on a 3-2 count, scoring one run.

Claremont/Britton Post 262 tallied four runs 
in the fourth inning. 
The rally was led by 
by Frey and an error 
on a ball put in play 
by Widener.

Frey earned the vic-
tory on the hill for Cla-
remont/Britton Post 
262 . He surrendered 
zero runs on three hits 
over six and a third 
innings, striking out 
11. Danny Feist threw 
two-thirds of an inning 
in relief out of the 
bullpen.

Benjamin Fischbach 
took the loss for W.I.N 
Post 137. He allowed 
three hits and seven 
runs over four innings, 
striking out three.

Nico Alvarez, Frey, 
Benton West, and 
Smith all had one hit 
to lead Claremont/
Britton Post 262 . Cla-
remont/Britton Post 
262 stole nine bases 
during the game as 
three players stole 
more than one. Jesse 
Keough led the way 
with two.
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There was a large crowd on hand for the state championship game between 
Groton and Claremont-Britton. As Dave Carson said, “It was a nice venue for the 
kids to play in front of a large crowd.” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Sometimes words are hard to come by, but for Joni Groeblinghoff, she said it best with the 
following post she had on her Facebook page:

Anyone who knows me, knows that I love the game of baseball. For the past three days 
I’ve spent my time at the baseball field in Groton where they hosted the State B Jr Legion 
tournament. I watched eight different teams from around the state compete for a shot at a 
state title. 

In the end, the two teams in the championship game were both from the northeast corner 
of the state. Groton versus Claremont/Britton. Both teams have a strong long standing tradi-
tion of baseball players and teams. As I sat among fans from both teams, I felt a real sense 
of pride. Pride in hailing from a small town who loves baseball, pride in knowing that the 
players are out there on that field ready to give it their very best attempt or maybe sitting 
on the bench in the dugout cheering on their teammates and giving support. 

Among the sea of Groton red to my left and Honker green to my right, I was in the middle 
and could hear the fans from one team and then the next when a strike was thrown or a 
good play was made. 

It was a hard fought battle. One team would walk away victorious. One team would feel 
defeat. In the end, it came down to one run that would end the game and the Honkers walked 
away with the state title. But you see, no matter who would have won, the players, coaches, 
fans and community would be proud of their team. They ARE proud of their team, whether 
they won or whether they got 2nd place. 

“Life is a game we all try to play. 
Some give up on it, some toss it away. 
But the winner is one who may stumble and fall, and still find a way to handle it all.” 
I couldn’t think of a better way to spend one of my final weekends of summer, than to take 

in the sights and sounds of the ballpark.

Dylan Frey accepted the State Junior 
Legion Baseball championship trophy 
from Legion Commissioner Paul Karst. 
Frey’s dad, Mike, is the head coach but 
ended up the hospital with some blood 
clots the day before. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Zander Widener starts celebrating as 
Jesse Keough made the catch deep in 
center field to end game and give Cla-
remont-Britton the state championship 
title. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The view of the crows nest and the home dugout. New dugouts will be installed 
next year. They will be like the ones on the smaller fields except twice as big. (Photo 

by Paul Kosel)

Wyatt Locke, Aaron Severson and Tate 
Larson were among the grounds keep-
ers touching up the infield after the 
third inning. Doug Hamilton said that 
the grounds crew did a “phenomenal” 
job. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Peyton Johnson winds up for a pitch 
for Groton. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The Groton American Legion Post #39 presented the colors during the playing 
of the National Anthem. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Paul Karst greeted the teams and led them in the Legion baseball code to start 
out the game. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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This is a pretty neat view taken by a drone at the opening ceremony of 
the State American Legion Class “B” Junior Legion Tournament held this 
past weekend in Groton. (Photo from Groton Baseball/Softball Foundation Facebook page)

Groton Coach Dalton Locke (left) ac-
cepts the State B Junior Legion Runner-
up Trophy from Legion Commissioner 
Paul Karst. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Darien Shabazz makes the catch in 
center field for Groton. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Danny Feist was warming up in case 
he had to come in to pitch towards the 
end of the game for Claremont-Britton. 
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Boston Marlow was having cramps so 
Jen Gustafson was helping him loosen 
up. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Colin Frey steals home just in front of 
the tag by Groton’s catch Kaden Kurtz. 
The score tied the game at two in the 
top of the third inning. (Photos by Paul Kosel)

Groton’s Jackson Cogley successfully 
steals second base in front of Clare-
mont-Britton’s second baseman. (Photo by 

Paul Kosel)

Dylan Frey was on the phone with his 
dad and head coach, Mike Frey. Mike was 
admitted to the hospital on Friday after 
he was diagnosed with blood clots in his 
lungs and legs. (Photo by Paul Kosel) Lane Krueger makes the catch for Gro-
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Fliehs has Yard of the Week

Rosewood Court has
Yard of the Week

Yard of the Week for the week of July 29 was Rosewood 
Court. Residents pictured are Linn Wellman, Corrine Vander-
Vorst and Toni Winther. The Yard of the Week is picked by 
members of the Groton Garden Club. (Photo by Alyssa Sippel)

Loren and Julie 
Fliehs at 511 N. 
5th Street in Gro-
ton was chosen as 
last week’s Yard 
of the Week, cho-
sen and sponsored 
by the members of 
the Groton Garden 
Club. (Photo by Paul Kosel)


