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CLOSED:  Recycling Trailer in 
Groton

The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 
Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans. 

Swimming Pool Hours
Open Swim Daily: 1 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. and 

6:30 p.m. to 8:50 p.m.
Fun Night is every Friday from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:50 p.m.
Adult Water Aerobics: Monday through 

Thursday: 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. to 
6:15 pm

Adult Lap Swim: Monday through Friday: 7 
a.m. to 8 a.m.; Monday through Thursday: 5:30 
p.m. to 6:15 p.m.; Friday-Sunday: 4:50 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

July 30 - Aug. 2
Amateur Districts in Groton

Thursday, Aug. 1
6:00 p.m.: Junior Legion hosts Northville, (DH)

August 5-18
State “B” Amateur Tournament at Mitchell

August 9-11
State Junior Legion Tourney in Groton

2- Fliehs has yard of the week
3- New Study Shows $6.9 Billion Increase in SD 

Ag Economic Contribution
4- Dr. Holm’s Column: At home with dementia
5- Amateur Districts to be in Groton
6-  Weather Pages
9- Daily Devotional
10- 2019 Groton Events
11- News from the Associated Press
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Fliehs has Yard of the Week
The Janice Fliehs yard at 1312 N. Sixth Street was chosen as last week’s Yard of the Week 

by the members of the Groton Garden Club. At age 91, Fliehs keeps busy in her yard, tending 
her flowers and elevated garden. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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New Study Shows $6.9 Billion Increase in SD Ag Economic 

Contribution
 
PIERRE, S.D.- The South Dakota Department of Agriculture has released the 2019 South Dakota Agri-

cultural Economic Contribution Study.
 
The study is an update to the 2014 South Dakota Economic Contribution Study. Both studies were 

completed by Decision Innovation Solutions and draws from data generated by the Census of Agriculture 
conducted by the National Agricultural Statistics Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

 
A few key findings from the study include:
 
Agriculture contributes $32.5 billion, annually, to South Dakota’s economy, up from $25.6 billion. This 

accounts for 33 percent of South Dakota’s total economic output.
 
The number of agriculture and agriculture-related jobs also increased from 115,651 to 132,105. This 

represents 22 percent of all jobs in South Dakota.
 
“This study is very encouraging,” said South Dakota Secretary of Agriculture Kim Vanneman. “It’s been 

a tough couple years for folks in agriculture with unpredictable weather and tough markets, but these 
numbers show that the heartbeat of agriculture is strong, and our future is bright. Thanks to the innovative 
and hard-working men and women in all parts the industry, agriculture continues to grow in South Dakota.”

 
To view the full study, visit https://sdda.sd.gov/office-of-the-secretary/publications/pdf/2019_FinalSD_AECS.

pdf.

https://sdda.sd.gov/office-of-the-secretary/publications/pdf/2019_FinalSD_AECS.pdf
https://sdda.sd.gov/office-of-the-secretary/publications/pdf/2019_FinalSD_AECS.pdf
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At home with 

dementia

In the U.S., there are almost 
five million people with mild to 
moderate dementia, and studies 
show that about 70 percent are at 
home, either alone or with a care-
giver, often a spouse. If people 
with mild to moderate dementia 
can stay home safely, this would 
save Medicare and Medicaid a great deal of taxpayer money. More importantly, this would provide those 
people affected with dementia their preferred environment. Indeed, it is important to allow all people the 
chance to stay at home whenever possible. 

A 2013 Johns Hopkins report studied more than 250 people with dementia living at home and found 
that 99 percent of the demented and 97 percent of their caregivers had at least one unmet need. The 
foremost unmet need was defined by safety issues such as poor lighting in walkways which increased the 
risk of falling. Other needs that were not being met in this study included not performing regular exercise, 
poor follow-up with health care providers, not having prepared legal and estate planning and not receiving 
help with medications and some activities of daily living. Researchers found that those with lower income, 
with depression and with borderline rather than severe dysfunction had significantly more unmet needs. 

When there were at-home caregivers for these folks with early dementia, the caregivers were often not 
aware of these deficiencies. In addition, the needs of the caregivers were often ignored or unrecognized. 
Remarkably, at-home caregiver stress and depression were some of the strongest predictors for an earlier 
move of the person with dementia to the nursing home. 

Methods to enhance a person’s chance of staying at home are not difficult. Preparation for legal issues 
and estate planning should be done early and BEFORE the loss of memory. Other methods include provid-
ing raised toilet seats, grab bars in the bath and bedroom, properly tacked down carpets, good nighttime 
lighting in walkways and proper day and nighttime footwear. Researchers also advise providing enhanced 
support for caregivers with education about community support available such as social services, occu-
pational therapy and caregiver support groups. In addition, screening and treatment of any caregivers’ 
depression, should be provided. This would go a long way in helping people stay at home as they age. 

Bottom line: Most of us, and our families, are not prepared for the possibility of dementia as we age. If 
we prepare, we greatly improve our chances for staying at home.

For free and easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow
Prairie Doc® on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 

Q&A show streaming on Facebook and broadcast on SDPTV most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.               
-0-

By Richard P. Holm, MD ~ Prairie Doc® Perspectives



Monday, July 29, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 029 ~ 5 of 44

Groton Daily Independent

Seed #4

1

Seed #1

3

Seed #3

2

6 District 2B Champion

Seed #2

L3

L1
5

4 **Loser of Game #5 = Representative #2

**Loser of Game #6 = Representative #1

L2

Redfield Pheasants

Groton Locke Electric

Northville Merchants

Groton Posse

District 2B Amateur Baseball Tourney

Loser's Bracket

Winner's Bracket
at Groton, SD

July 31st @ 6:30 pm

Winner of game #2

Winner of game #1

Loser of game #1

Loser of game #2

Loser of game #3

Winner of game #4

Winner of game #5

August 1st @ 8:30 pm

August 2nd @ 8:30 pm

Winner of game #3

July 31st @ 8:30 pm

August 1st @ 6:30 pm

August 2nd @ 6:30 pm

This year fans will be 
able to bring in their own 
beer & wine and we are 
doing a gun raffle, with 

two winners to be chosen 
during the championship 

game August 2nd.

$1 foul balls
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Expect a gradual warming trend through Thursday. After a couple of below average days, temperatures 
will rebound closer to average for this time of year for the second half of the work week. Scattered showers 
and thunderstorms will be possible tonight into Tuesday morning over south central South Dakota. More 
widespread showers and thunderstorms are expected to return to the forecast Thursday night through 
Friday night.
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Today in Weather History  

July 29, 1896: A destructive hailstorm originated in the central part of Edmunds County near Ipswich, 
passing southeast. This storm destroyed crops and broke glass in many windows along a path to the 
eastern portions of Spink County.

July 29, 2003: Winds of 70 mph, to over 100 mph caused damage in and around Redfield east to Frankfort 
and south to Tulare. The winds and hail damaged many roofs, crops, outbuildings, downed power lines, 
and poles, and also downed many branches and trees. In Redfield, a trailer home with two occupants was 
rolled three to four times over 75 feet. The trailer home rolled over a pickup truck and damaged it. Much 
of the contents in the trailer home were damaged, and the trailer home itself was a total loss. The people 
inside the home received minor injuries. A garage was also blown apart in Redfield with the car damaged 
inside. At the grain elevator in Redfield, several vehicle windows were broke out by airborne sand and 
rocks. A street light was ripped from the concrete in Redfield. East of Redfield, a 70-foot silo of over 70 
tons was crumbled to the ground, and a large tractor shed was blown apart with damage to the contents.  
Wind equipment by Redfield measured winds at 106 mph before the power went out.

July 29, 2006: Record heat and high humidity affected central, north central, and northeast South Dakota 
for the end of July. Heat indices rose to 105 to 115 degrees across the area. Record high temperatures 
were set at Pierre, Mobridge, Kennebec, Timber Lake, and Aberdeen. Pierre rose to 111 degrees on each 
of the three days. Mobridge rose to 111 degrees on the 28th and 112 degrees on the 30th. Several record 
highs of 108 and 109 degrees were set at Timber Lake and Kennebec in the three-day period. Aberdeen 
set a record high of 106 on the 30th.

1958: The U.S. Congress passes legislation establishing the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA), a civilian agency responsible for coordinating America’s activities in space. 

1960: Severe thunderstorms brought damaging winds, possibly as high as 100 mph to central Oklahoma. 
Eight planes and several hangars were damaged at Wiley Post Airfield, while two aircraft and additional 
hangars were damaged at Will Rogers World Airport. The winds caused seven injuries in the area, includ-
ing two youths who were injured by flying debris.

2004: A record-setting flash flood occurred over part of the Greenville, South Carolina, during the morn-
ing hours. Six to eight inches of rain fell just east of Berea, a northwestern suburb, which caused the 
Reedy River through downtown Greenville crested 9 feet above flood stage. This crest was the highest 
level since 1908. 

1898 - The temperature at Prineville, OR, soared to 119 degrees to establish a state record, which was 
tied on the 10th of August at Pendleton. (The Weather Channel)

1905 - Heavy rain in southwestern Connecticut caused a dam break, and the resulting flood caused a 
quarter of a million dollars damage at Bridgeport. As much as eleven inches of rain fell prior to the flood. 
(David Ludlum)

1981 - Fifty cattle, each weighing 800 pounds, were killed by lightning near Vance, AL. The lightning 
struck a tree and then spread along the ground killing the cattle. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather from Minnesota to Indiana and Illinois. A thunderstorm 
at Janesville, WI, produced wind gusts to 104 mph which flipped over two airplanes, and blew another 
plane 300 feet down the runway. The northeastern U.S. experienced some relief from the heat. Nine cities 
reported record low temperatures for the date, including Saint Johnsbury, VT, with a reading of 42 degrees. 
Barnet, VT, reported a morning low of 33 degrees, with frost reported on vegetation. (Storm Data) (The 
National Weather Summary)

1988 - Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Hail 
three inches in diameter was reported south of Saint Cloud, MN. Hot weather prevailed in the western 
U.S. Fresno, CA reported a record thirteen straight days of 100 degree heat. (Storm Data) (The National 
Weather Summary)
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 109° in 1933
Record Low: 42° in 2014
Average High: 84°F 
Average Low: 59°F 
Average Precip in July.:2.77
Precip to date in July.: 4.05
Average Precip to date: 13.61
Precip Year to Date: 16.77
Sunset Tonight: 9:06 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:15 a.m.

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 81 °F at 5:00 PM
Low Temp:  65 °F at 10:28 PM
Wind: 25 mph at 5:00 AM
Day Rain: 1.18
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Sad to say, some Christians take great pleasure in doing the work of God. They establish themselves 
as judge, jury, and executioner. Finding a verse of Scripture that supports their need to condemn others, 
they often take it out of context, violate the meaning God instilled in its correct interpretation, and use 
their personal interpretation of it to embarrass and harass others.

Perhaps no other verse has been more misaligned than Solomons admonishment to parents: Train a child 
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. Is this verse a guarantee or a guide?

Some scholars believe that to train a child begins with the parents dedicating the child to God. This may 
have come from a formal or informal ceremony in the life of the family when a child and the parenting of 
the child were absolutely consecrated to the Lord. The training of the child was to be God-centered and 
God-honoring and would develop the skills and talents that God gave the child to love, worship, honor, 
and serve the Lord. The child was to be trained not only intellectually but by the words and behavior of 
the parents. They were to be examples of who the child was to become, and what the child could do with 
their lives by encouraging the child to find Gods will and way for their life! Children are to be taught that 
humility and fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and, if followed, will lead to a life of honor and 
success that pleases God.

But what if parents follow this plan and the child turns from God? We come back to the fact that parents 
are responsible to do as God commands. Parents must be obedient and faithful to God and live consistent 
Christ-filled lives. If children see that it works for their parents, they will understand that it will work for 
them. If parents do their part, God will do His.

Prayer: Enable us who are parents, Lord, to be loving, understanding, worshipping, consistent, obedient, 
and humble examples of Your Son. Then, all will be well! In Jesus Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
turn from it.
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 08/07/2019 Storybook Land Theatre Performace at Granary Rural Cultural Center
• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/19/2019 St. John’s Lutheran Luncheon
• 09/20/2019 Presbygerian Luncheon
• 09/28/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 01/26/2020 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 04/04/2020 Groton Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Week-

end)
• 04/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/02/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 06/8-10/2020 St. John’s VBS
• 07/04/2020 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
  Groton Hosting State B American Legion Baseball Tournament
• 07/12/2020 Summer Fest/Car Show
• 09/12/2020 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 10/10/2020 Pumpkin Fest
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Probation, restitution in tribal embezzlement case
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A former secretary of the Oglala Sioux Credit and Finance Office has avoided 

prison after pleading guilty to embezzlement.
Helen Hernandez, of Pine Ridge, has been sentenced to five years of probation and was ordered to pay 

$42,100 in restitution to the tribe. Hernandez stole from a tribal program that provides loans and repay-
ment plans for qualified tribal members. The Rapid City Journal reports she issued payroll deduction loans 
to people who didn’t qualify, used the money for personal items and never repaid the tribe.

Hernandez could have been sentenced to five years in prison for the crime. She was indicted earlier this 
month and sentenced last week.

___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

South Dakota artist selected for Minnesota arts program
By KELDA J.L. PHARRIS Aberdeen American News

ABDERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — A longing for tradition brought Jeremy Red Eagle back to his ancestors’ home-
land.

He was born and raised in Montana, but made the move to Waubay about five years ago.
“I’m enrolled in the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate. I wanted to learn my language, so my family we packed 

up, moved out here. We have a pretty successful program at the college,” he said of the college that goes 
by his tribe’s name.

Learning the Dakota language is coming along. Red Eagle has also been identified as a gifted Native 
American artist.

Most recently, he was selected by the Minnesota Historical Society to be part of its 2019 Native Ameri-
can Artist-in-Residence program. Through the program, Red Eagle will mentor two other young Native 
American men in their shared culture. During the duration of the program, Red Eagle will also be given the 
opportunity to use the organization’s resources to further his crafts and historical knowledge of area tribes.

Red Eagle has immersed himself in his birthright culture. To him it’s a way of life, and the old methods 
of doing things are where he’s challenged himself.

“I’m researching how to use natural plants to dye quills,” he gave as an example of a current project 
he’d been researching.

His wife does the quill work. His own works are of tools, weaponry and also lacrosse sticks — a game 
with its origins firmly based in Native American culture. Red Eagle refers to it as the Creator’s game.

“We’ve always utilized what we have. Go out, gather what you need, in the woods, out on the prairie,” 
he told Aberdeen American News. “A lot is utilitarian — so like archery, bow and arrows, dance regalia, 
based off historical stuff. All cultures’ things evolve and change. Our song and dance are a big part of our 
culture.”

The accoutrements, accessories, tools and how they’re created, paints a richer picture of each tribe’s 
origins.

“Everything in our culture, language, song and dance, they are all interconnected. You can’t separate 
them,” he said. “Working with these young men is instilling what it means to be a man in Dakota culture. 
So when I teach them how to make a bow, I’m going to teach them the language, original ways and 
traditions.”

___
Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

News from the
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Pennington County transports inmates across state

By ARIELLE ZIONTS Rapid City Journal
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Outfitted with security cameras and segregated, locked seating areas, the 

Pennington County Sheriff’s Office inmate transport buses serve as jails on wheels for prisoners across 
the state.

Twice a week, the buses take turns loading up inmates at the Pennington County Jail before heading to 
the State Penitentiary in Sioux Falls, said Capt. Marty Graves, who oversees the program. Along the way, 
the bus makes stops off Interstate 90 to pick up additional inmates from numerous other jails and prisons.

The entire one-way trip takes 10 hours, about twice the time it takes to drive from Rapid City to Sioux 
Falls with no stops, said Helene Duhamel, spokeswoman for the sheriff’s office.

Contracting with other jurisdictions covers the cost of the customized buses while providing additional 
revenue.

“It’s a money maker for the sheriff’s office and a good deal for Pennington County taxpayers,” Duhamel 
told the Rapid City Journal.

The office recently purchased a new $575,000 bus and makes nearly $580,000 a year by transporting 
other jurisdiction’s inmates, Graves said. The bus, a 2019 MCI D400, replaces a 10-year-old model that 
will be auctioned off after logging 416,000 miles. The office’s second bus is a 2014 model with more than 
200,000 miles.

MCI, an Illinois-based company that primarily builds buses for public and private transportation, builds 
customized buses for jails and prisons, Graves said.

“They build it to our specification” in a North Dakota factory, he said.
New features include enhanced safety and engine technology, a blind-spot camera for when the bus turns 

or merges and an exterior camera, Graves said. The vehicle has room for 40 inmates and three deputies, 
and separate sections for men, women and juveniles. Isolation cells are used for those who — based on 
their behavior while detained — may be dangerous to the other inmates or who become disruptive during 
the trip. The bus has air conditioning, interior cameras and an exterior painted with the sheriff’s office 
logo in its gold-and-black color scheme.

The prisoners are restrained in wrist and ankle cuffs, Duhamel said.
Jay Erickson, a 45-year-old Rapid City resident, said he took the “silver bullet” from the Pennington 

County Jail to prison after being convicted on drug charges in 2016.
“It was really scary” not knowing what to expect on the ride and embarrassing to have to be chained 

and herded onto the bus, he said.
But, he said, the deputies and driver were “professional and respectful.” He said the ride was “pretty 

quiet” with passengers mostly talking about how they got in trouble and where they were going.
Inmates may be moving from a jail to prison, between jails and prisons, or from a prison back to a jail 

if they have a court date, Graves said. Deputies transport inmates from the Pennington County Jail to the 
adjacent courthouse via a short walk that briefly takes the detainees outside the two buildings. People 
heading to courtrooms on the second or third floor travel through hidden hallways while those with ap-
pointments on the first floor walk through the open hallways.

Visitors must stop walking and stand away from the inmates — who walk handcuffed and shackled to 
each other — when deputies guide them along the first floor.

Federal inmates housed at the Pennington County Jail are brought to the federal courthouse, several 
blocks away, by U.S. Marshals who usually wear plain clothes. If they are found guilty and sentenced to 
prison, they are sent to various prisons across the country. The South Dakota U.S. Marshals office did not 
immediately respond to a message asking about the agency’s transportation protocol.

___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com
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1 dead, 1 injured after South Dakota mobile home fire

BRYANT, S.D. (AP) — A man is dead and a woman injured after fire broke out at a mobile home in east-
ern South Dakota.

Dispatchers got a 911 call Friday night that the home near Bryant was on fire and someone was trapped 
inside.

The man was unable to escape and died at the scene. The woman was able to get out. She suffered 
minor injuries and was taken to a hospital.

KELO-TV reports authorities don’t know what caused the fire, but the fire is not suspicious.

Father, son safe after boy slips into water in Sioux Falls
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A father and son are safe after the teenager slipped into the water at Falls 

Park in Sioux Falls and the man went in to rescue the boy.
Police were called to the park Saturday after the father and son visiting from Illinois were briefly pulled 

under the water.
Police say the 14-year-old boy and his family were taking pictures when the boy fell into the water and 

was pulled under. The 55-year-old father went into the water to help his son and also was pulled under.
The boy was able to swim to shore, but a bystander had to go in the water and bring the father to shore.
The Argus Leader says father and son were taken to a hospital with minor injuries. Their names were 

not released.

Motorcyclist dies in head-on crash in western South Dakota
JOHNSON SIDING, S.D. (AP) — A motorcyclist is dead after a head-on crash with an SUV in western 

South Dakota.
Authorities say the 58-year-old man was westbound on state Highway 44 near Johnson Siding on Friday 

afternoon when the eastbound sport utility vehicle crossed the center line and collided with the motorcycle.
The motorcyclist died at the scene. He was wearing a helmet.
The 76-year-old woman who was driving the SUV suffered serious but non-life-threatening injuries and 

was taken to a Rapid City hospital. She was wearing a seat belt.
The name of the victim was not released.  The South Dakota Highway Patrol is investigating.

Trump says Coats is out as national intelligence director
By ZEKE MILLER, ERIC TUCKER and DEB RIECHMANN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Dan Coats, director of national intelligence, is resigning after a turbulent two 
years in which he and President Donald Trump were often at odds over Russian interference in the 2016 
election. Trump named a GOP congressman and fierce loyalist to replace him.

Trump announced Coats’ departure as Aug. 15 in a tweet Sunday thanking Coats for his service. He said 
he will nominate Rep. John Ratcliffe, R-Texas, to the post and that he will soon name an acting official. 
Ratcliffe is a frequent Trump defender who fiercely questioned former special counsel Robert Mueller dur-
ing a House Judiciary Committee hearing last week.

Coats often appeared out of step with Trump and disclosed to prosecutors how he was urged by the 
Republican president to publicly deny any link between Russia and the Trump campaign. The frayed re-
lationship reflected broader divisions between the president and the government’s intelligence agencies.

Coats’ public, and sometimes personal, disagreements with Trump over policy and intelligence included 
Russian election interference and North Korean nuclear capabilities. Trump had long been skeptical of 
the nation’s intelligence agencies, which provoked his ire by concluding that Russia interfered in the 2016 
presidential election with the goal of getting him elected.

In a letter of resignation released Sunday night, Coats said serving as the nation’s top intelligence of-
ficial has been a “distinct privilege” but that it was time for him to “move on” to the next chapter of his 
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life. He cited his work to strengthen the intelligence community’s effort to prevent harm to the U.S. from 
adversaries and to reform the security clearance process.

A former Republican senator from Indiana, Coats was appointed director of national intelligence in March 
2017, becoming the fifth person to hold the post since it was created in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks to oversee and coordinate the nation’s 17 intelligence agencies.

Coats had been among the last of the seasoned foreign policy hands to surround the president after his 
2016 victory. That roster included Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, and 
later national security adviser H.R. McMaster.

Coats developed a reputation inside the administration for sober presentations of intelligence conclusions 
that occasionally contradicted Trump’s policy aims.

Coats’ departure comes days after Mueller’s public testimony on his two-year investigation into Russian 
election interference and potential obstruction of justice by Trump, which officials said both emboldened 
and infuriated the president.

Ratcliffe shares Trump’s view of the Mueller probe. Last week, the Texas Republican was one of the 
most aggressive questioners of the former special counsel at the House Judiciary hearing. In an appear-
ance Sunday on Fox News Channel’s “Sunday Morning Futures,” he also said it was time to move on from 
Democrats’ talk of impeachment.

Confirmation takes a simple 51-vote majority, under new rules in the Senate, but that leaves slim room 
for error with Republicans holding a 53-seat majority.

Democrats said Ratcliffe was too political for the intelligence post.
Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer tweeted: “It’s clear Rep. Ratcliffe was selected because he 

exhibited blind loyalty to @realDonaldTrump with his demagogic questioning of Mueller. If Senate Repub-
licans elevate such a partisan player to a position requiring intelligence expertise & non-partisanship, it’d 
be a big mistake.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell issued a statement Sunday that praised Coats but pointedly 
noted: “The U.S. intelligence community works best when it is led by professionals who protect its work 
from political or analytical bias and who deliver unvarnished hard truths to political leaders in both the 
executive and legislative branches. Very often the news these briefings bring is unpleasant, but it is es-
sential that we be confronted with the facts. Dan Coats was such a leader.”

Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, the ranking Democrat on the Senate’s intelligence committee, tweeted 
Sunday: “The mission of the intelligence community is to speak truth to power. As DNI, Dan Coats stayed 
true to that mission.”

Rep. Devin Nunes, the top Republican on the House’s intelligence committee, tweeted that Ratcliffe 
“understands the intricacies of the intelligence community as well as civil liberties.”

Coats’ departure had been rumored for months, and intelligence officials had been expecting him to 
leave before the 2020 presidential campaign season reached its peak.

Coats, in his limited public appearances, repeatedly seemed at odds with the administration, including 
about Russia.

For instance, he revealed to Mueller’s investigators how Trump, angry over investigations into links be-
tween his campaign and Russia, tried unsuccessfully in March 2017 to get him to make a public statement 
refuting any connection.

“Coats responded that the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) has nothing to do with 
investigations and it was not his role to make a public statement on the Russia investigation,” Mueller’s 
report said.

Trump later called Coats to complain about the investigation and how it was affecting the government’s 
foreign policy. Coats told prosecutors he responded that the best thing to do was to let the investigation 
take its course.

In February, he publicly cast doubt on the prospects of persuading North Korea to end its nuclear weapons 
program despite the diplomatic efforts of the administration, which has touted its outreach to the isolated 
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country as one of its most important foreign policy achievements.

Coats, in testimony to Congress as part of annual national intelligence assessment, said North Korea 
would be “unlikely” to give up its nuclear weapons or its ability to produce them because “its leaders 
ultimately view nuclear weapons as critical to regime survival.”

Trump publicly bristled at the testimony of Coats, the head of the CIA and other officials who contradicted 
his own positions on Iran, Afghanistan and the Islamic State group as well as North Korea. The intelligence 
officials were “passive and naive,” he said in a tweet.

Last July, Coats and the president appeared at odds following Trump’s widely panned news conference 
in Helsinki alongside Russian President Vladimir Putin. Trump said he saw no reason to believe Russia 
had interfered in the 2016 election, drawing bipartisan criticism and a rebuttal from his intelligence chief.

“We have been clear in our assessments of Russian meddling in the 2016 election and their ongoing, 
pervasive efforts to undermine our democracy, and we will continue to provide unvarnished and objective 
intelligence in support of our national security,” Coats said.

The president later said he misspoke in Helsinki.
That same month, Coats appeared to scoff when told in an interview that Trump had invited Putin to 

Washington.
“Say that again,” Coats said, cupping his hand over his ear on live television. He took a deep breath and 

continued: “OK. That’s going to be special.”
He later said his comments at the Aspen Security Forum in Colorado were “in no way meant to be dis-

respectful or criticize the actions of the president.”
In December, Coats said he was “deeply saddened” when Mattis resigned in protest of Trump’s foreign 

policy, including the decision to withdraw American troops from Syria.
Coats, 76, served in Congress from 1981 to 1999 as a member of the House and in the Senate. He was 

ambassador to Germany from 2001 to 2005 and returned to the Senate in 2011. He decided not to seek 
re-election and retired from Congress in January 2017.

Sailing to America: Teen to bring her climate activism to US
By DAVID KEYTON and FRANK JORDANS Associated Press

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Greta Thunberg, the Swedish teenager whose social media-savvy brand of eco-
activism has inspired tens of thousands of students in Europe to skip classes and protest for faster action 
against climate change, said Monday that she plans to take her message to America the old-fashioned 
way: by boat.

The 16-year-old tweeted that she’ll sail across the Atlantic aboard a high-tech racing yacht, leaving Britain 
next month to attend U.N. climate summits in New York in September and Santiago, Chile, in December.

Thunberg told The Associated Press ahead of her announcement that she spent months trying to figure 
out how to travel to the U.S. without using planes, which she has long shunned because of their high 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Cruise ships are also notoriously big polluters, while sailors rarely brave the Atlantic in August because 
of hurricane risks.

“Taking a boat to North America is basically impossible,” she said in an interview during her weekly 
“Fridays for Future” protest outside the Swedish parliament in Stockholm. “I have had countless people 
helping me, trying to contact different boats.”

Thunberg plans to take a year off from school to keep raising awareness of climate change and pres-
suring world leaders to step up efforts to curb global warming.

Since starting her “school strikes” in August 2018, the daughter of an actor and an opera singer has 
appeared before policymakers at last year’s U.N. climate conference in Poland and harangued business 
and political leaders at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. She also met with Pope Francis, 
who praised Thunberg’s efforts and encouraged her to continue campaigning.

Although little-known in the United States, Thunberg has arguably become the figurehead for a new 
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generation of European eco-activists worried that they’ll suffer the fallout from their parents’ and grand-
parents’ unwillingness to take strong actions to combat climate change.

“This past year, my life has turned upside down,” Thunberg told the AP. “Every day is an adventure, 
basically. Sometimes I have to pinch myself and say ‘Is this really real? Has this actually been happening?’ 
Because it has all happened so fast and it’s hard to keep up with everything.

“In a way, I am more optimistic, because people are slowly waking up and people are becoming more 
aware of the situation. This whole ‘Fridays for Future’ movement is very hopeful,” she said. “But also ... 
one year has passed and still almost nothing has happened.”

Her visibility has made Thunberg a target for those who reject the overwhelming consensus among sci-
entists that climate change is being driven by man-made emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon 
dioxide, released by the burning of fossil fuels.

“I don’t care about hate and threats from climate crisis deniers,” she said. “I just ignore them.”
Thunberg said she’s unsure how her message will be received in the United States, where there’s broad 

opposition to the kind of radical measures scientists say are required to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) by the end of the century compared with pre-industrial times.

“I will just try to go on as I have before,” the young Swede said. “Just always refer to the science and 
we’ll just see what happens.”

Thunberg wouldn’t rule out meeting with President Donald Trump, who wants the U.S. to withdraw from 
the landmark 2015 Paris climate accord, but appeared doubtful such an encounter would happen because 
she thinks it would be “just a waste of time.”

“As it looks now, I don’t think so, because I have nothing to say to him,” she told the AP. “He obviously 
doesn’t listen to the science and the scientists. So why should I, a child with no proper education, be able 
to convince him?”

Aside from attending a summit hosted by U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on the sidelines of 
the global body’s annual assembly on Sept. 23, Thunberg plans to take part in several climate protests 
in New York. The British band The 1975s has released an album with a short essay by Thunberg set to 
music. It ends with her declaring “it is now time for civil disobedience. It is time to rebel.”

Thunberg stressed that she rejects violence, citing her school strikes for climate as the kind of action 
she backs. Last week she deleted a tweet showing her wearing a T-shirt with the slogan “Antifascist All 
Stars,” after some accused her of supporting far-left extremists.

“You can rebel in different ways,” she said. “Civil disobedience is rebelling. As long as it’s peaceful, of 
course.”

After New York, Thunberg intends to travel to the annual U.N. climate conference in December, held in 
Chile this year, with stops in Canada, Mexico and other countries along the way, traveling by train and bus.

The yacht she’ll be crossing the Atlantic with is a far cry from the Viking ships that first brought Scan-
dinavians to America. Captained by yachtsman Boris Herrmann, the 60-foot (18-meter) Malizia II is fitted 
with solar panels and underwater turbines to generate zero-carbon electricity on board.

Thunberg will also be accompanied on the two-week journey by a filmmaker, her father Svante and Pierre 
Casiraghi, the grandson of Monaco’s late Prince Rainier III and American actress Grace Kelly.

“I haven’t experienced anything like this before,” Thunberg said, a giggle breaking her normally serious 
demeanor. “I think this will be a trip to remember.”

Thunberg will be setting a very high bar for the activists and leaders from outside the Americas who are 
attending the U.N. climate conferences, almost all of whom will likely be coming by plane.

“I’m not saying that people should stop flying,” she said. “I’m just saying it needs to be easier to be 
climate neutral.”

___
Jordans contributed from London.
___
For more Associated Press stories about climate change, go to https://www.apnews.com/Climate
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Priests accused of sex abuse turned to under-the-radar group
By MARTHA MENDOZA, JULIET LINDERMAN and GARANCE BURKE Associated Press

DRYDEN, Mich. (AP) — The visiting priests arrived discreetly, day and night.
Stripped of their collars and cassocks, they went unnoticed in this tiny Midwestern town as they were 

escorted into a dingy warehouse across from an elementary school playground. Neighbors had no idea 
some of the dressed-down clergymen dining at local restaurants might have been accused sexual predators.

They had been brought to town by a small, nonprofit group called Opus Bono Sacerdotii. For nearly two 
decades, the group has operated out of a series of unmarked buildings in rural Michigan, providing money, 
shelter, transport, legal help and other support to hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Catholic priests ac-
cused of sexual abuse across the country.

Again and again, Opus Bono has served as a rapid-response team for the accused.
When a serial pedophile was sent to jail for abusing dozens of minors, Opus Bono was there for him, 

with regular visits and commissary cash.
When a priest admitted sexually assaulting boys under 14, Opus Bono raised funds for his defense.
When another priest was criminally charged with abusing a teen, Opus Bono later made him a legal 

adviser.
And while powerful clerics have publicly pledged to hold the church accountable for the crimes of its 

clergy and help survivors heal, some of them arranged meetings, offered blessings or quietly sent checks 
to this organization that provided support to alleged abusers, The Associated Press has found.

Though Catholic leaders deny the church has any official relationship with the group, Opus Bono suc-
cessfully forged networks reaching all the way to the Vatican.

The Associated Press unraveled the continuing story of Opus Bono in dozens of interviews with experts, 
lawyers, clergy members and former employees, along with hundreds of pages of documents obtained 
through Freedom of Information requests.

In recent months, two of the group’s founders were forced out after Michigan’s attorney general found 
that Opus Bono had misused donated funds and misled contributors. A third co-founder, a priest, was 
abruptly removed from ministry earlier this month after the AP began asking about an allegation that he 
had sexually abused a child decades ago.

Still, since 2002, Opus Bono has played a little-known role among conservative Catholic groups that 
portray the abuse scandal as a media and legal feeding frenzy. These groups contend the scandal maligns 
the priesthood and harms the Catholic faith.

Opus Bono established itself as a counterpoint to the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests 
and other groups that have accused the church of trying to cover up the scandal and failing to support 
victims of clergy misconduct. Opus Bono focuses on what it considers the neglected victims: priests, and 
the church itself.

“All of these people that have made allegations are very well taken care of,” Opus Bono co-founder Joe 
Maher said in a radio interview, contending that many abuse accusations lodged against priests are false. 
“The priests are not at all very well taken care of.”

___
Opus Bono’s roots reach back almost two decades to a sex abuse scandal that convulsed The Assump-

tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, a grand stone structure set amid Detroit’s crumbling brick blight.
For 25 years, the Rev. Eduard Perrone presided there. Inside the church, commonly known as Assumption 

Grotto, glossy Opus Bono brochures tout the pastor’s role as the group’s co-founder and spiritual lifeblood. 
Stern and imposing, the 70-year-old Perrone is a staunch conservative; he refused to marry couples, for 
example, if he thought the bride’s dress was too revealing.

Earlier this month, his parishioners were shocked when Perrone was removed from ministry after a church 
review board decided there was a “semblance of truth” to allegations that he abused a child decades ago. 
Perrone told the AP that he “never would have done such a thing.”

In the years before Perrone helped start Opus Bono, he and Assumption Grotto took in at least two 
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priests who had been accused of sexual misconduct at dioceses in other states. One of them later admit-
ted to molesting as many as 50 children in the 1980s and ‘90s, according to court documents in Texas.

In 1999, Perrone welcomed the other priest — a West African clergyman named Komlan Dem Hound-
jame — to come work at Assumption Grotto. Two years later, Detroit Archdiocese officials say, they asked 
Houndjame to return to his home country, Togo, after learning of accusations of sexual misconduct against 
him in Detroit and at an earlier posting in Florida.

Instead he went to a treatment facility in St. Louis.
In 2002, Detroit police charged him with sexually assaulting a member of Assumption Grotto’s choir.
The 48-year-old parishioner who accused Houndjame of rape said Perrone’s response was to protect the 

church, testifying in court that he told her, “Just walk by him and ignore him.”
Perrone responded to the charges against Houndjame by asking the congregation to support the priest 

in his time of crisis.
Joe Maher was among those who were moved by Perrone’s plea for help.
Maher grew up Catholic in the Midwest, then headed to California, where, he said in a podcast, he found 

work producing live entertainment for Hollywood award shows and other events. “I had access to all the 
studios,” Maher said. He told a radio interviewer he found his faith again in California before moving his 
family back to Michigan.

Maher led the effort to support Houndjame, serving as media spokesman for the accused priest during 
the case. Maher even brought the priest home to live with his family, according to his daughter Mary Rose, 
who was about 10 at the time.

In court files, the AP found two other women at Assumption Grotto also had told police about sexual 
misconduct by Houndjame. But their testimony was never heard in court.

When the case went to trial, “it was essentially her word against the priest,” said then-prosecutor Maria 
Miller. Houndjame was acquitted and moved to Las Vegas. He told the AP that Perrone had been “a real 
friend.”

Joe Maher, meanwhile, was inundated with calls from other desperate priests, begging for help.
Out of those pleas, Opus Bono was launched.
Around the clock, the organization’s main number rang through to Maher’s cellphone. Maher and fellow 

co-founder Peter Ferrara, who had worked in accounting, would mobilize, picking priests up in person or 
buying them plane tickets, then moving them into a hotel, an apartment or one of several “halfway houses.”

“We’re on our way to help a priest in need, in the Midwest, so it’s going to be a long trip and not much 
sleep and it could be potentially a dangerous situation,” Maher said in a homemade video posted on Opus 
Bono’s Facebook page.  He didn’t explain why the mission might be dangerous.

___
Opus Bono’s client list is confidential, but its promotional brochures say it has helped over 8,000 priests. 

The Michigan attorney general estimates the real number is closer to 1,000.
One of those was Rev. Gregory Ingels, a well-known priest in San Francisco’s archdiocese who was 

charged in 2003 with abusing a 15-year-old boy in the 1970s. The criminal charges were dismissed after 
California’s extended statute of limitations was ruled unconstitutional, but the archdiocese later settled a 
lawsuit filed by another Ingels accuser.

Opus Bono made Ingels one of its advisers on canon, or church, law. When reached by the AP, Ingels 
said the allegations against him were false and said his involvement with Opus Bono was minimal.

“With Opus Bono, I only answered canon law questions that they had before I hit retirement age,” he said.
The group also provided support to Jason Sigler, a former Detroit priest convicted of molesting dozens 

of children in New Mexico and Michigan.
In a lawsuit, one former altar boy said Sigler forced him into “hundreds of sexual abuse events, each a 

violation of criminal sexual penetration laws.”
Maher visited Sigler in prison regularly, funded his commissary account and took his calls, said Mary Rose 

Maher. She also says her father introduced her to Sigler before and after he was sentenced to prison, and 
put her on the phone with him while he was behind bars.
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“I really didn’t know who Jason was. I had only met him once and I didn’t understand why I had to 

speak to a priest in prison,” she said.
She told the AP that while she was still a teenager, she and her homeschooled friends began working 

for her father’s organization — and often spent time with men who were accused of abuse. Sometimes 
Mary Rose, her father and other employees would meet with accused priests, drive them around town 
and take them to lunch, she said.

Opus Bono also hired accused priest Dennis Druggan, who headed a Catholic seminary high school in 
Wisconsin for more than a decade. Druggan was put on administrative leave in July 2012 after allegations 
surfaced that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor at a Catholic high school for Native 
American teens in Montana in the 1980s.

Druggan was later removed from public ministry, according to a 2013 audit of the Capuchin province 
where he served, and is no longer a member of the order, said the province spokesman Tim Hinkle.

Instead, Druggan went to work for Opus Bono, according to employment records the group turned over 
to Michigan’s attorney general.

Druggan occasionally visited Opus Bono’s office to say Mass or conduct other business, according to 
Mary Rose Maher. She recalls sitting at his side for lessons on fundraising.

When contacted by the AP, Druggan said he no longer works for Opus Bono and declined further com-
ment.

Another former priest, Robert Kealy, was sent by church officials in Chicago to Opus Bono for “monitoring/
therapy” in 2003 after admitting he abused teens. The group described him as an adviser on church law.

Earlier, Kealy himself had helped handle sex-abuse cases for the church. Now his out-of-town trips had to 
be approved by the Chicago Archdiocese, and documents show they outsourced his monitoring to Maher, 
who was listed as his “Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor, Monitor,” even though there is no indication 
Maher is a licensed therapist.

Kealy also attended a conference Opus Bono put on in Detroit, monitored by Monsignor William Varvaro, 
a former president of the Canon Law Society of America and an early Opus Bono adviser, records show.

Kealy did not respond to requests for comment. Varvaro died in 2007.
___
From the very beginning, the group won backing from influential members of the Roman Catholic hier-

archy who were eager to advocate for the rights of accused priests.
In 2002, Maher sent a news article about Opus Bono to Father Richard John Neuhaus, the editor of a 

conservative Catholic journal who served as an unofficial adviser to President George W. Bush. “Some 
priests have suggested I write to you and let you know what we’re doing,” Maher told Neuhaus.

“More power to you!” Neuhaus replied in a letter the AP located in archives at the Catholic University 
of America. “The demand that a person ‘must be punished,’ no matter how long ago the offense or the 
repentance and transformation of the offender is nothing more than a demand for vengeance.”

Neuhaus introduced Maher to his friend Cardinal Avery Dulles, the son of John Foster Dulles, the former 
U.S. Secretary of State. Dulles was a pre-eminent conservative Catholic theologian in his two decades at 
Fordham University.

Both men became Opus Bono’s theological advisers. Correspondence shows they forged critical connec-
tions for Maher in Rome with at least three powerful Vatican officials. Photographs of American cardinals 
Raymond Burke and Edmund Szoka were displayed in the group’s promotional materials, along with pic-
tures of other high-ranking church officials who paid calls to the group’s Michigan headquarters. Others 
sent donations.

Cardinal Edwin O’Brien, the former archbishop of Baltimore and now a Vatican official, said he occasion-
ally sent money to Opus Bono over the years but has not done so in at least a year. He said he never met 
Maher, Ferrara or other founding members and never visited Michigan.

“I saw some charity being done and wanted to encourage them. They were very appreciative,” O’Brien 
said, but added that the next time the group reaches out, he will ask that his photo be removed from its 
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Facebook page.

Vatican spokesman Alessandro Gisotti said the only contact between the Vatican and the U.S. group 
that he was aware of was the receipt of some promotional materials from Opus Bono years ago. He was 
not aware of a response.

Don Hanchon, an auxiliary bishop in Detroit, said he was surprised his images were featured on the 
group’s website and in brochures. Hanchon told the AP he might have sent in a donation, but the photo-
graph “seems like I’m a big supporter, and that’s just not the truth.”

Szoka died in 2014 and Burke could not be reached for comment.
Perrone told an interviewer in 2013 that Opus Bono’s relationship with the Roman Catholic Church was 

deliberately arms-length.
“The church benefits from what we’re doing but it doesn’t give it the support,” he said. “The whole point 

of this is to be a counterpoint to a movement which is also outside the church, a movement of dissent 
and against the priesthood.”

But the group also presented itself as deeply entwined with the church, right down to its name, which 
means “work for the good of the priesthood.”

“Use of the Latin, which is the official language of the Church, helps to identify OBS with the Catholic 
Church in Rome and the Papacy,” the group’s founding documents note.

In addition to courting religious leaders, Opus Bono also has benefited from connections to wealthy U.S. 
Catholics.

A radio network founded by Tom Monaghan, a billionaire Domino’s Pizza founder who later advised 
President Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign, interviewed Maher and Perrone and promoted Opus Bono’s 
work, according to archived Ave Maria Radio recordings.

Monaghan’s Ave Maria Foundation also sponsored a community talk Maher gave at a Detroit hotel, accord-
ing to the recordings. And a former chaplain at Florida-based Ave Maria School of Law, which Monaghan 
founded and on whose board he serves, was listed as an Opus Bono adviser on the group’s website.

A spokesman for Monaghan declined to comment on Opus Bono. Joe Maher has said that Monaghan 
never made any direct donations to the group.

___
In their four locations over 17 years — three of them in towns in rural Michigan — the group didn’t post 

signs.
In 2005, in Oxford, Michigan, Opus Bono retrofitted one side of an old metal-casting facility adjacent to 

a high school for its headquarters. At noon, metal workers would halt their noisy work to let Opus Bono 
staffers observe Mass and sometimes join in prayer, two former employees of the group said.

The group’s next move, in 2014, was 20 miles away to the village of Dryden. Local officials were puzzled 
when they heard Maher and Ferrara wanted to set up a Hollywood-style production studio in a dilapidated 
warehouse off Main Street — again facing an elementary school playground.

Nothing was mentioned about priests.
“They were very tight-lipped and never talked about anything having to do with priests,” said Gyrome 

Edwards, a building and zoning official in Dryden. “They were just trying to go unseen.”
Each week inside the warehouse, office workers mailed out appeals to potential donors in envelopes 

featuring pictures of the pope. The letters inside, as well as postings on the group’s website, included 
testimonials describing the purported experiences of priests who’d faced desperate crises, including false 
accusations of sexual abuse.

One testimonial from May 2018, for example, claimed that a “Father David” had been stalked by a men-
tally unbalanced parishioner who had accused him of sexual misconduct after he turned down her offers 
of gifts and money.

“Even when a priest has done absolutely nothing wrong,” the testimonial asserted, “the Church will 
sometimes go to the nth degree, including subjecting some priests to unwarranted psychological trauma, 
and a very long wait to return to active ministry, all to appease a terribly aggressive accuser.”

The testimonials, however, were misleading, an investigation by Michigan’s attorney general found. Opus 
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Bono’s lawyers conceded to state investigators that Maher had concocted them by stitching together 
stories from various priests.

The state’s investigation began after it was contacted by a once-loyal Opus Bono employee — Maher’s 
own daughter, Mary Rose, now 27.

In February 2017, she wrote a letter to the state attorney general accusing the group of financial mis-
conduct.

“A simple investigation into the Michigan non-profit charity Opus Bono Sacerdotii would bring to light the 
millions of embezzled dollars, years of mail fraud, and the constant systemic abuse of donations,” she wrote.

The tip landed on the desk of Assistant Attorney General William Bloomfield, a devout Catholic with a 
law degree from Ave Maria.

The investigation lasted more than a year.
Investigators concluded the group’s fundraising solicitations had been deceptive. They also found that 

Maher and Ferrara had violated state charity laws by using donated funds to cover such personal expenses 
as sushi lunches, chiropractor visits and power tools to work on their homes, according to a cease and 
desist order filed by Michigan’s attorney general.

Over the years, as the group grew richer — financial records show donations increased from $73,000 in 
2002 to $1.3 million in 2016 — Maher’s pay soared from $40,500 to $212,000. Ferrara’s rose from $16,300 
to $316,000.

“Maher and Ferrara took what they wanted, when they wanted it,” the attorney general’s office wrote, 
demanding repayment of more than $500,000.

A former board member — J. Michael Carrigan, a former Smithsonian Institution director — said that 
whatever the co-founders paid themselves was only to reimburse the tens of thousands of dollars they 
spent out of their own pockets supporting priests in Opus Bono’s early days.

Ultimately, Bloomfield oversaw a settlement last December that required Opus Bono to pay $10,000 to 
cover the costs of the state’s investigation and forced Ferrara and Maher from their jobs at the nonprofit. 
The group’s entire board of directors was replaced.

Within weeks of the settlement, Bloomfield left his job at the attorney general’s office and took a job 
with the Catholic Diocese of Lansing, Michigan, as general counsel.

Bloomfield said his work on the investigation did not represent a conflict of interest because Opus Bono 
is a nonprofit, separate from the church.

But four years before Bloomfield began directing the state’s investigation of Opus Bono, he attended a 
service chanted by Perrone and the Assumption Grotto choir that moved him “to a deep and joyful praise 
of God,” he wrote on Facebook. Bloomfield told the AP his parents knew Perrone and that he had attended 
services at Assumption Grotto on occasion as a youth.

Bloomfield also sells religious texts through his own imprint, Sacred Art Series, which sometimes can 
be found for sale at Assumption Grotto’s gift shop, a clerk said. Bloomfield said he has never sold books 
there directly, but added it’s possible that his mother, who served on a nonprofit board with Perrone, may 
have dropped off some copies.

___
Despite the settlement, the story of Opus Bono continues to unfold.
The Archdiocese of Detroit has asked the Vatican to review the sexual misconduct allegations against 

Father Perrone.
Mary Rose Maher recently launched her own nonprofit group. She says the group will support survivors 

of sexual abuse, positioning it squarely in opposition to her father’s organization even as she adapts some 
of its tactics — offering shelter, legal representation and emotional and financial help. She is soliciting 
donations to build a “safe haven house” and raising money by selling tickets to a banquet that will be held 
at an as-yet-determined date.

Her father, who was required by the state to never again run a nonprofit in Michigan, has launched a 
second nonprofit that seems to have the identical mission of helping priests in need.
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The new group is called Men of Melchizedek, a reference to an Old Testament figure who was thought to 

be both a king and a priest. It is registered in Indiana, but its website says its “principal office” is located 
in Michigan. The group lists Maher as its president.

In a March letter to the Michigan attorney general, Maher’s attorney described him something akin to a 
case worker whose labors are “a corporal and spiritual work of mercy; it is how he practices his Catholic 
faith.” The letter said the new group will provide the same services as Opus Bono, but warned that “more 
vulnerable beneficiaries may be lost to suicide during the transition.”

Both Opus Bono and Men of Melchizedek now list the same canon lawyer, the Rev. David Deibel, as 
their chairman.

Deibel, Joe Maher and Maher’s attorneys did not return multiple messages from the AP.
On its website, the new group promises “non-judgmental support and life-time accompaniment for our 

priest-clients who are so very much in need.”
“We turn no priest away,” it says.

Trump steps up attack on black lawmaker, calls him ‘racist’
By ZEKE MILLER and HOPE YEN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Facing growing accusations of racism for his incendiary tweets, President Donald 
Trump is seeking to deflect the criticism by labeling a leading black congressman as himself racist.

In the latest rhetorical shot at lawmakers of color, Trump said his weekend comments referring to Rep. 
Elijah Cummings’ majority-black Baltimore district as a “disgusting, rat and rodent infested mess” where 
“no human being would want to live” were not racist. Instead, Trump argued, “if racist Elijah Cummings 
would focus more of his energy on helping the good people of his district, and Baltimore itself, perhaps 
progress could be made in fixing the mess.”

“His radical ‘oversight’ is a joke!” Trump tweeted Sunday.
After a weekend of attacks on Cummings, the son of former sharecroppers who rose to become the 

powerful chairman of the House Oversight and Reform Committee, Trump expanded his attacks Monday 
to include a prominent Cummings defender, the Rev. Al Sharpton, who was traveling to Baltimore to hold 
a press conference in condemnation of the president.

“Al is a con man, a troublemaker, always looking for a score,” Trump tweeted ahead of the press confer-
ence, adding that the civil rights activist and MSNBC host “Hates Whites & Cops!”

Trump appeared to dig a deeper hole even as a top White House aide sought to dismiss the controversy 
by describing Trump’s comments as hyperbole. Two weeks ago, Trump caused a nationwide uproar with 
racist tweets directed at four Democratic congresswomen of color as he looked to stoke racial divisions 
for political gain heading into the 2020 election.

Speaking in television interviews, acting chief of staff Mick Mulvaney said Trump was reacting in frustra-
tion to the Democrats’ unrelenting investigations and talk of impeachment. He said Trump swung hard 
at Cummings and his Baltimore district because he believes such Capitol Hill critics are neglecting serious 
problems back home in their zeal to unfairly undermine his presidency.

“I understand that everything that Donald Trump says is offensive to some people,” Mulvaney said. But 
he added: “The president is pushing back against what he sees as wrong. It’s how he’s done it in the 
past, and he’ll continue to do it in the future.”

Mulvaney, a former congressman, said he understood why some people could perceive Trump’s words 
as racist.

Mulvaney said Trump’s words were exaggerated for effect — “Does the president speak hyperbolically? 
Absolutely” — and meant to draw attention to Democratic-backed investigations of the Republican presi-
dent and his team in Washington.

“Instead of helping people back home, they’re focusing on scandal in Washington D.C., which is the exact 
opposite of what they said they would do when they ran for election in 2018,” Mulvaney said, pointing at 
Democrats who now control the House.
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He asserted that Trump’s barbs were a reaction to what the president considered to be inaccurate state-

ments by Cummings about conditions in which children are being held in detention at the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

At a hearing last week, Cummings accused a top administration official of wrongly calling reports of 
filthy, overcrowded border facilities “unsubstantiated.”

“When the president hears lies like that, he’s going to fight back,” Mulvaney said.
Trump’s tweets Saturday also charged that Cummings’ district, which includes Johns Hopkins Hospital, 

the Social Security Administration and the national headquarters of the NAACP, is “considered the worst 
run and most dangerous anywhere in the United States.”

Condemnation followed from Democrats over the weekend, including some of the party’s presidential 
candidates. Statements from a spokesman for Maryland’s Republican governor and from the lieutenant 
governor defended Cummings’ district and its people.

The president has tried to put racial polarization at the center of his appeal to his base of voters, tapping 
into anxieties about demographic and cultural changes in the nation in the belief that the divided country 
he leads will simply choose sides over issues such as race.

Mulvaney argued that Trump would criticize any lawmaker, no matter the person’s race, in a similar way 
if Trump felt that individual spoke unfairly about the president’s policies. He volunteered that if Rep. Adam 
Schiff, the California Democrat who leads the House Intelligence Committee, had made the same remarks 
as Cummings, Trump would have pushed back.

“It has zero to do with the fact that Adam is Jewish and everything to do with Adam would just be wrong 
if he were saying that,” Mulvaney said. “This is what the president does. He fights and he’s not wrong to 
do so.”

To Mulvaney, Trump was “right to raise” the challenges faced in Cummings’ district at the same time 
that Cummings and other Democrats are “chasing down” the Russia investigation undertaken by Robert 
Mueller and pursuing “this bizarre impeachment crusade.”

Cummings is leading multiple investigations of the president’s governmental dealings. In his direct re-
sponse to Trump on Twitter, Cummings said: “Mr. President, I go home to my district daily. Each morning, 
I wake up, and I go and fight for my neighbors. It is my constitutional duty to conduct oversight of the 
Executive Branch. But, it is my moral duty to fight for my constituents.”

Cummings has also drawn the president’s ire for investigations touching on his family members serving 
in the White House. His committee voted along party lines Thursday to authorize subpoenas for personal 
emails and texts used for official business by top White House aides, including Ivanka Trump and her 
husband, Jared Kushner.

Democratic presidential candidate Julián Castro said Trump was engaging in “racial priming.”
“Using this language and taking actions to try and get people to move into their camps by racial and 

ethnic identity. That’s how he thinks he won in 2016 and that’s how he thinks he’s going to win in 2020,” 
Castro said.

Earlier this month, Trump drew bipartisan condemnation following his call for Democratic Reps. Ilhan 
Omar of Minnesota, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York, Ayanna Pressley of Massachusetts and Rashida 
Tlaib of Michigan to get out of the U.S. “right now.” He said that if the lawmakers “hate our country,” they 
can go back to their “broken and crime-infested” countries.

All four lawmakers of color are American citizens and three of the four were born in the U.S. The House 
later voted largely along party lines to condemn his “racist comments.”

Mulvaney was interviewed on “Fox News Sunday” and CBS’ “Face the Nation,” where Castro also appeared.

Shooting at California festival kills 3; suspect is dead
By MARTHA MENDOZA and KATHLEEN RONAYNE Associated Press

GILROY, Calif. (AP) — A gunman cut through a fence to avoid security and opened fire at Northern Cali-
fornia’s popular Gilroy Garlic Festival, killing three and wounding at least 15 before police fatally shot him 
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as terrified people and performers ran for cover.

Gilroy Police Chief Scot Smithee said the gunman was armed with a rifle and sneaked in through a fence 
that borders a parking lot next to a creek. He appeared to randomly target people when he opened fire 
just after 5:30 p.m. Sunday, the conclusion of the three-day festival that attracts more than 100,000 people 
to the city known as the “Garlic Capital of the World.”

Police responded within a minute, engaged the suspect and killed him, Smithee said.
Some witnesses reported a second suspect, Smithee said, but it was unclear whether that person was 

armed or simply provided assistance. A manhunt continued late into the night.
Smithee called the scene at the festival a “nightmare you hope you never have to live.”
The wounded were taken to multiple hospitals, and their conditions ranged from fair to critical, with 

some in surgery Sunday night. At least five were treated and released.
The Gilroy Garlic Festival features food, cooking contests and music. It’s a decades-old staple in the 

agricultural city of 50,000 about 80 miles (176 kilometers) southeast of San Francisco, and normally a sea 
of tranquility for families. Security is tight — festival-goers pass through metal detectors and their bags 
are searched.

On Sunday, the band TinMan was starting an encore with the song “We’re an American Band” when 
the shooting started.

Singer Jack van Breen said he saw a man wearing a green shirt and grayish handkerchief around his 
neck fire into the food area with what looked like an assault rifle. Van Breen and other members of the 
band dove under the stage.

Van Breen, from nearby Santa Clara, said he heard someone shout: “Why are you doing this?” and the 
reply: “Because I’m really angry.”

Their audience began screaming and running, and the five members of TinMan and others dove under 
the stage.

Van Breen’s bandmate, Vlad Malinovsky of Walnut Creek, California, said he heard a lot of shots and then 
it stopped. Later, law enforcement came by and told the band members and others hiding with them to 
come out with their hands up.

Taylor Jackson was working at a booth drawing caricatures of festival-goers when she heard gunfire, 
saw people running and “ran for the hills.”  She said her boss ran in the opposite direction. Several hours 
later, Jackson was at a reunification center trying to get information on her whereabouts.

Donna Carlson of Reno, Nevada, was helping a friend at a jewelry booth when “all of a sudden it was 
pop, pop, pop. And I said, ‘I sure hope that’s fireworks.’” She got on her hands and knees and hid behind 
a table until police told her it was safe to leave.

In a tweet, California Gov. Gavin Newsom called the bloodshed “nothing short of horrific” and expressed 
appreciation for the police response. President Donald Trump tweeted before authorities confirmed the 
gunman was dead and urged people to “be careful and safe!”

Video posted to social media showed people running in terror as shots rang out.
Evenny Reyes of Gilroy, 13, told the Mercury News that she spent the day at the festival with her friends 

and relatives.
“We were just leaving and we saw a guy with a bandanna wrapped around his leg because he got shot. 

And there were people on the ground, crying,” Reyes said. “There was a little kid hurt on the ground. 
People were throwing tables and cutting fences to get out.”

Reyes said that she didn’t run at first because the gunshots sounded like fireworks.
“It started going for five minutes, maybe three. It was like the movies — everyone was crying, people 

were screaming,” she said.
Smithee said the festival is a source of pride for the community and that thousands donate their time 

to make it a success.
“It’s incredibly sad and disheartening that an event that does so much good for our community has to 

suffer from a tragedy like this,” he said.
___
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Freshmen House Democrats raise more money than GOP 
opponents

By ALAN FRAM Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Republican pathway for recapturing House control in next year’s election 

charges straight through the districts of the most vulnerable Democratic incumbents, especially freshmen. 
Judging from early but formidable cash advantages those lawmakers have amassed, ousting them won’t 
be easy.

Each of the 62 freshmen House Democrats has raised more money than their top opponent. The same is 
true for all 31 Democrats from districts President Donald Trump had won in 2016 and for all 39 Democrats 
who snatched Republican-held seats last November.

In nearly all cases it’s not even close. While there’s overlap among the categories, most of these Demo-
crats’ war chests are multiples of what their leading challengers have garnered. That’s testament to the 
historic ability of both parties’ incumbents to attract contributions and Democrats’ strategy of aggressively 
collecting money quickly to seize on the anti-Trump enthusiasm that fueled their House takeover last year .

“The more you can raise early on, the more you’re going to be able to solidify your seat and show that 
it’s not worth investments on behalf of Republicans” by GOP donors, said freshman Rep. Katie Hill, D-Calif.

Hill has raised $1.3 million so far this year, more than triple the combined contributions reported by her 
four would-be Republican challengers. She was elected last year in a Southern California district Repub-
licans had held since 1993.

Democrats control the House 235-197, with one independent and two vacancies. Republicans will need 
218 seats for a majority.

Democrats’ money advantages reflect reports filed with the Federal Election Commission covering the 
first half of 2019, so plenty can change by Election Day. Many serious challengers haven’t commenced 
their campaigns yet or have only recently started raising money, and many Republicans will eventually 
overtake their Democratic rivals.

In addition, by November 2020 many GOP candidates will be bolstered by the Republican Party’s allied 
super PACs, political action committees that can spend unlimited funds. The Congressional Leadership 
Fund, the GOP super PAC that helps House candidates, unleashed $159 million in 2018 races, well above 
the $96 million by Democrats’ House Majority Fund.

“We haven’t seen anything yet. Wait till the super PACs start dropping their bombs later in the cycle,” 
warned former New York Rep. Steve Israel, who once led the Democratic Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee, or DCCC, House Democrats’ election organization.

Republicans downplay the early money discrepancies but concede the numbers merit attention.
“It’s a wake-up call to every Republican that you’ve got to be out there doing the work, making sure we 

beat the trend of money coming in” to Democrats, said Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill. Davis is a top Democratic 
target who was re-elected by less than 1 percentage point last November and faces a 2020 rematch 
against the well-financed Betsy Londrigan.

Even so, warning signs for the GOP are scattered around the country.
Democratic freshman Rep. Joe Cunningham, who squeaked into office in South Carolina’s Trump-leaning 

Lowcountry coastal district, has raised nearly $1.3 million. That’s more than quadruple his best-funded 
GOP opponent and double the top three Republicans’ contributions combined.

Also outstripping their top money-raising GOP challengers are five freshmen from districts Trump carried 
by a comfortable 10 percentage points or more: Reps. Jared Golden of Maine, Kendra Horn of Oklahoma, 
Xochitl Torres Small of New Mexico and Anthony Brindisi and Max Rose of New York.

Freshman Rep. Tom Malinowski, D-N.J., who defeated a GOP incumbent in November, has doubled the 
fundraising of Tom Kean Jr., a prized GOP recruit and son of a popular former governor by the same name. 
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Sixteen freshmen Democrats ousted Republicans last year by a narrow 4 percentage points or less, and 
all but two of them have raised at least twice as much as their nearest GOP rival: Reps. Gil Cisneros of 
Southern California and Oklahoma’s Horn.

Underscoring Democrats’ efforts to shore up vulnerable incumbents, 26 of the 62 Democratic freshmen 
have already raised $1 million or more. They’re led by the nearly $2 million accumulated by the party’s 
highest-profile newcomer, progressive Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez , who has a safe New York City seat 
but seems likely to use some money to help others.

Also exceeding $1 million in receipts are 13 of the 31 Democrats who captured Trump-won districts, and 
23 of the 39 Democrats who grabbed GOP seats.

One of those flush Democrats is freshman Rep. Josh Harder of California’s Central Valley. He’s raised 
more than $1.6 million, tripling his best-financed GOP challenger, Ted Howze, a large-animal veterinarian 
who ran unsuccessfully last year.

“We don’t have to raise as much as him, but just enough to get our message out,” said Howze. He said 
he could need up to $6 million for his campaign. Harder spent more than $8 million to win in 2018.

The DCCC should further shore up Democrats. It disbursed $297 million helping candidates for 2018, 
exceeding the $201 million spent by its counterpart, the National Republican Congressional Committee. 
It’s ahead in this year’s money race as well.

In some areas, Republicans are already exhibiting fundraising chops.
Don Sedgwick, mayor of Laguna Hills, California, has raised an impressive $621,000, but that’s a fraction 

of the $1.4 million collected by his intended target, freshman Democratic Rep. Katie Porter. Republican 
Young Kim, whom Cisneros narrowly defeated in 2018, is not far behind the $579,000 Cisneros has raised.

And while freshman Rep. Lucy McBath, D-Ga., has raised nearly $1.2 million, the top four GOP contend-
ers have raised $1.5 million combined. That suggests plenty of money may be available for the eventual 
Republican nominee.

Israel invests in high-tech upgrades at West Bank crossings
By ILAN BEN ZION Associated Press

QALANDIA CROSSING, West Bank (AP) — It’s just after 6 a.m. and a Palestinian man’s face is momentarily 
bathed in crimson light, not by the sun rising over the mountains of Jordan, but by a facial recognition 
scanner at an Israeli checkpoint near Jerusalem.

The Israeli military has installed the face scanners as part a multimillion dollar upgrade of the Qalandia 
crossing that now allows Palestinians from the West Bank with work permits to zip through with relative 
ease.

But while the high-tech upgrades may have eased entry for Palestinians going to Israel for work, crit-
ics say they are a sign of the ossification of Israel’s 52-year occupation of the West Bank and slam the 
military’s use of facial recognition technology as problematic.

Qalandia is one of the main crossings for the thousands of Palestinians who enter Israel each day for a 
variety of reasons, including work, medical appointments or family visits.

Among Palestinians, the heavily fortified crossing is seen as a symbol of Israeli occupation and has long 
been notorious as a human logjam, where workers would wait for as much as two hours in order to pass 
into Israeli-controlled Jerusalem.

Palestinian laborers from around the West Bank who had permits to work in Israel would wake up in the 
middle of the night to arrive at the crossing before daybreak. Metal fenced entryways were often packed 
with people before dawn, waiting for the gates to open. Human rights groups deplored the conditions at 
Qalandia.

Israel’s Defense Ministry poured over $85 million into upgrading Qalandia and several other major check-
points between Israel and the West Bank in recent years — part of a strategy it says is meant to maintain 
calm by improving conditions for Palestinians.

Thanks to the upgrades, crossing through Qalandia takes roughly 10 minutes, even during the early 
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morning rush hour, and has the feel of an airport terminal. While much of the rest of Jerusalem is still 
asleep, hundreds of Palestinian laborers stream through each morning on foot or riding bikes, buses and 
cars into Israel for work.

Jamal Osta, a 60-year-old from the northern West Bank city of Nablus, works as a blacksmith in an 
industrial park in east Jerusalem not far from Qalandia.

The new system is substantially better but is another indication that Israel’s occupation has no end in 
sight, he said. The Palestinians seek the West Bank as the heartland of a future state, with east Jerusalem 
as their capital.

“Qalandia today looks like an international crossing. You feel like you are entering a new country,” Osta 
said. “This is not an interim thing, apparently it’s final.”

COGAT, the Israeli military body responsible for civilian affairs in the West Bank, granted over 83,000 
permits to West Bank Palestinians to work in Israel in June.

Many Palestinians seek employment in Israel, where there are more jobs and much higher wages than 
in the West Bank. On a given day, an estimated 8,000 cross at the Qalandia crossing alone.

In exchange for this benefit, however, Palestinians seeking work in Israel must receive biometric iden-
tification cards, the only way to pass through Qalandia, according to Israel’s Civil Administration, which 
manages the crossing.

After passing through a security check — a metal detector and baggage scanner — the workers place 
their magnetic ID cards on a scanner and face a camera. A glow of red light emanates from a display as 
facial recognition software confirms the permit holder’s identity and opens a turnstile.

A recent report by Israeli business paper TheMarker stated that the Israeli military uses technology 
provided by AnyVision, an Israeli facial recognition start-up, at West Bank checkpoints, and in cameras 
dotting the Palestinian territories.

The cameras and database are being used to identify and track potential Palestinian assailants, the 
report said.

AnyVision did not respond to requests for comment.
COGAT confirmed the use of facial recognition technology at the crossing, but declined to discuss the 

details of the biometric database or say whether the data is used beyond the crossings. The Defense 
Ministry, the army and the Shin Bet internal security agency also declined comment.

B’Tselem, an Israeli human rights group, said it was unacceptable that the Palestinian laborers have no 
ability to object to the use of facial recognition technology. Roy Yellin, a spokesman for the group, called 
the company’s development of its product through “unwilling subjects” immoral.

For Najah al-Mahseri, 62, from a town near Ramallah, giving the Israeli military his biometric data was 
a fair trade for a steady job in Israel.

“I have no problem at all. This is my life and if I want to work here, I have to follow the rules and I have 
no problem doing that,” Mahseri said. “This is the life Palestinian workers in Israel live.”

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press

Your daily look at late breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FOOD FESTIVAL TURNS DEADLY
Four killed, including the suspected gunman, and at least 15 wounded at the annual Gilroy Garlic Festival.
2. ACCUSED PRIESTS RECEIVE HELP FROM NONPROFIT
A nonprofit group called Opus Bono Sacerdotii has for nearly two decades provided money, shelter, le-

gal help and other support to hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Catholic priests accused of sexual abuse 
across the country.

3. HIGH-TECH UPGRADES MEANT TO IMPROVE LIFE
Israel’s Defense Ministry has poured over $85 million into upgrading Qalandia and several other major 

checkpoints between Israel and the West Bank in recent years — part of a strategy to improve conditions 
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for Palestinians.

4. DEATH TOLL RISES IN AFGHAN POLITICAL ATTACK
At least 20 people were killed and at least 50 wounded in attack at the Kabul office of the Afghan presi-

dent’s running mate and former chief of the intelligence service.
5. FOR GOP RECAPTURING THE HOUSE WON’T BE EASY
Each of the 62 freshmen House Democrats has raised more money than their top opponent and in nearly 

all cases it’s not even close.
6. US-CHINESE TRADE TALKS TO RESUME
Rhetoric on both sides has hardened despite the agreement by Presidents Donald Trump and Xi Jinping 

in June to revive efforts to end the costly fight over China’s technology ambitions and trade surplus.
7. CONNECTICUT HELPS HOMEOWNERS WITH CRUMBLING FOUNDATION
Homes are being lifted, propped up into the air and held there as workers jackhammer away concrete 

that had deteriorated due to the presence of a naturally occurring but corrosive mineral.
8. LONG HOURS FOR MODEST PAY, NO BENEFITS
Venezuelan migrants try to make ends meet in Colombia using a billion-dollar app for freelance work.
9. PRECIOUS CARGO BROUGHT IN BY RAIL
Train with 50 tank cars carries 660,000 gallons of water 134 miles every day to India’s parched manu-

facturing city of Chennai.
10. ‘A FREAK ACCIDENT HAPPENED’
U.S. water polo player Kaleigh Gilchrist recalls fatal balcony accident at a nightclub near the athletes’ 

village.

Death toll in attack at Afghan political office rises to 20
By RAHIM FAIEZ Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — The death toll from an attack against the Kabul office of the Afghan presi-
dent’s running mate and former chief of the intelligence service climbed to at least 20 people on Monday, 
an official said.

Around 50 other people were wounded in Sunday’s attack against the Green Trend party headquarters, 
which lasted hours and included a gunbattle between security forces and the attackers, who were holed 
up inside the building, according to Interior Ministry spokesman Nasrat Rahimi.

Several gunmen were killed by the security forces, Rahimi said.
The attackers’ potential target, vice presidential candidate and former intelligence chief Amrullah Saleh, 

was “evacuated from the building and moved to a safe location,” Rahimi said. Some 85 other civilians 
were also rescued from inside.

No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack, but both the Taliban and the Islamic State 
group are active in the capital and have carried out large-scale attacks in Kabul in the past.

The Taliban, who effectively control half the country at this point, have also been staging near-daily at-
tacks across Afghanistan even as they hold talks with the U.S. about a peaceful resolution to the 18-year 
war, America’s longest conflict. The insurgents however, refuse to directly negotiate with the government, 
considering it a U.S. puppet.

Sunday marked the first day of the Afghan presidential campaign, with a vote scheduled for the end of 
September.

After the attack, President Ashraf Ghani tweeted that Saleh was unharmed during the “complex attack” 
targeting the Green Trend office.

Saleh founded the Green Trend after he was sacked as intelligence chief in 2010 by former President 
Hamid Karzai. Though a relative newcomer on the Afghan political scene, its focus has been democracy 
and reform while fiercely opposing the Taliban and their extremist ideology.

Ferdous Faramarz, the spokesman for Kabul’s police chief, said the attack started with a suicide car 
bombing, after which other attackers entered the building and started shooting at security forces.
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The explosion from the initial bombing was large enough to be heard throughout the capital.
Ghani is seeking a second term in the Sept. 28 vote on promises of ending the war but has been largely 

sidelined over the past year amid U.S.-Taliban talks.
U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, who is currently visiting Kabul, has held several rounds of talks with the 

Taliban in recent months. The two sides appear to be closing in on an agreement in which the U.S. would 
withdraw its forces in return for a pledge from the Taliban to keep the country from being used as a 
launch pad for global attacks.

The Taliban and IS are sharply divided over ideology and tactics, with the Taliban largely confining their 
attacks to government targets and Afghan and international security forces while IS militants mainly target 
the country’s minority Shiites.

The Taliban and IS have fought each other on a number of occasions, and the Taliban are still the larger 
and more imposing force.

Woman set to replace Puerto Rico’s governor doesn’t want job
By DÁNICA COTO Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The woman who is supposed to replace Puerto Rico’s embattled governor 
announced Sunday that she doesn’t want the job as the U.S. territory reels from political crisis.

Justice Secretary Wanda Vázquez said in a Twitter post that she hopes Gov. Ricardo Rosselló will appoint 
a secretary of state before resigning Aug. 2 as planned.

Former Secretary of State Luis Rivera Marín would have been next in line as governor, according to 
the U.S. territory’s constitution. But he is one of more than a dozen officials who have resigned in recent 
weeks since someone leaked an obscenity-laced chat in which Rosselló and close advisers insulted people 
including women and victims of Hurricane Maria.

Rosselló on Wednesday announced that he would step down following nearly two weeks of massive 
protests amid anger over the chat, corruption charges against several former government officials and a 
13-year recession. In the chat, the 40-year-old Democrat and son of a governor called a female politician 
a “whore,” referred to another as a “daughter of a bitch,” and made fun of an obese man with whom he 
posed in a photo.

Rosselló became the first governor to resign in the modern history of Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory of 3.2 
million American citizens. He is more than halfway through his four-year term.

Marín’s resignation had left Vázquez as next in line to be governor. But she said she has already told 
Rosselló about her wishes not to get the job, creating a chaotic scenario about who will be Puerto Rico’s 
next leader.

If Rosselló’s choice for a secretary of state is not approved by the island’s House and Senate, Puerto 
Rico’s law dictates the treasury secretary would be next in line if the justice secretary doesn’t become 
governor. But current Treasury Secretary Francisco Parés is too young at 31 years old. The constitution 
dictates the person would have to be at least 35, so that would leave interim Education Secretary Eligio 
Hernández next in line. He replaced former education secretary Julia Keleher, who resigned in April and 
was arrested July 10 on federal corruption charges. She has pleaded not guilty.

“This is crazy,” political expert Mario Negrón Portillo said in a phone interview on Sunday. “We have no 
idea what’s even going to happen tomorrow. Societies cannot live with this type of uncertainty.”

Vázquez’s comments came less than an hour after Public Affairs Secretary Anthony Maceira resigned.
“There were many challenges that we had to face together as Puerto Ricans, although sometimes we 

differed,” he said. “The work of each one of us must continue with the welfare of our island and its people 
as its north.”

The announcement comes a day before Puerto Ricans planned another march, this time against Vázquez, 
who is accused of not ordering an investigation into the alleged mismanagement of supplies for hurricane 
victims, among other things.

Vázquez said on Friday that there is a lot of misinformation but that she cannot speak publicly about 
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certain cases.

“The vicious attacks on my personal and professional integrity continue,” she said. “The desire and 
agenda of some to try to undermine my credibility at this moment of transcendental importance to Puerto 
Rico and to destabilize the governmental order is evident.”

A spokeswoman for Vázquez did not immediately return a message for comment on Sunday.
Aimara Pérez, a 32-year-old drafter who participated in some of the most recent marches, said she did 

not want Vázquez as governor.
“We’re going to keep protesting,” she said. “It’s not going to stop. If there is evidence of corruption, the 

people are going to push ahead without fear, and we’re going to get rid of them all.”

Parched manufacturing city in India brings in water by rail
By EMILY SCHMALL Associated Press

JOLARPET, India (AP) — Amid the green Yelagiri hills of southern India, the train inches along the tracks, 
carrying what has become precious cargo: drinking water bound for Chennai, India’s parched Motor City.

Demand for water in the manufacturing and IT hub on the Bay of Bengal far outstrips supply, forcing 
authorities to take extreme and costly measures to serve the city’s 10 million people. And so, every day, 
the train sets out on a four-hour, 216-kilometer (134-mile) journey, its 50 tank cars carrying 2.5 million 
liters (660,000 gallons) of water drawn from a dam on the Cauvery River.

The train is classic Indian “jugaad,” the Hindi word for a makeshift solution to a complicated problem.
Executive engineer K. Raju confessed this is not the best engineering solution to Chennai’s water prob-

lem. “But this is a timely way to help and that’s all. This is not a permanent solution,” he said. Building an 
underground pipeline that brings in water from closer areas would be better, he said.

As with other fast-growing cities in the developing world, Chennai’s water woes were years in the making.
Chennai’s population has more than tripled in three decades, with people arriving to take jobs at phar-

maceutical research and development labs, auto plants and high-tech industries. The runaway growth — 
combined with poor maintenance of its four reservoirs, ineffective sewage systems and, more recently, 
delayed monsoon rains — has left India’s sixth-largest city high and dry. Or nearly so.

Its reservoirs are empty, and it is relying on dwindling groundwater sources and two desalination plants 
for the vast majority of its water. Since June, the water board in Chennai has been turning off the taps 
for all but a couple of hours a day.

In early July, the government of Tamil Nadu state, of which Chennai is the capital, approved a crash 
engineering project to bring in water by rail for the next six months at a cost of about $94 million. Raju’s 
team had just 10 days to lay the necessary 650 meters (half-mile) of pipeline and install a pumping system 
to put water into rail cars formerly used to carry cooking oil.

The amount of water transported is just a tiny fraction of the 500 million liters (130 million gallons) a 
day that the water board delivers to its customers.

The train sets out every day at sunset, and just after midnight, it screeches into the city’s mostly de-
serted Villivakkam railway station, where men in hard hats and reflective vests connect blue hoses to the 
cars. It takes four hours for the water to be decanted into the city’s water system.

The following morning, at one of the city’s water distribution stations, Ranganathan, a longtime water 
truck driver in Chennai, pulls his colorfully painted vehicle underneath a big water tap, fills up his rig and 
begin making neighborhood deliveries. He puts in 16-hour days, with no time even to eat, he said.

“People get excited once they see our lorries,” said Ranganathan, who goes by only one name. “On 
days if it becomes late, people will start panicking. What to do? They are like my mother, sister who are 
worried due to water scarcity, so we help.”

At one drop-off point, a neighborhood of low-slung, one-room houses called Thousand Lights, K. Devi, 
a 41-year-old mother, said the six jugs of water she receives free every day mean that she and her family 
can bathe and wash clothes just once a week. Sometimes she buys extra cans of water for 35 rupees 
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(about 50 cents) apiece.

She is happy to have the water, regardless of the distance it had to travel to reach her Chennai slum.
“They are voluntarily giving water, then why should we refuse?” she said.
This isn’t the first time water trains have rolled into Chennai. When the city experienced a severe drought 

in 2001, it imported water by rail from Erode township, more than 400 kilometers (about 250 miles) south-
west of Chennai.

After that, the state government mandated that Chennai households install rainwater collection systems. 
The water board also began buying water from farmers and built two desalination plants. But the supply 
still fell short of ever-growing demand.

US water polo player recalls balcony accident at worlds
By JAY COHEN AP Sports Writer

One moment, Kaleigh Gilchrist was celebrating an unprecedented third straight world championship for 
the U.S. women’s water polo team.

In the next moment, she was headed to a hospital in South Korea.
Gilchrist was partying with teammate Paige Hauschild and other competitors from the world swimming 

championships when a balcony at a nightclub near the athletes’ village collapsed early Saturday morning, 
killing two people and creating a chaotic scene in the southern city of Gwangju.

“We were having the best night ever celebrating our win, and somehow, a freak accident happened,” 
Gilchrist told The Associated Press in a phone interview.

Gilchrist, a 27-year-old attacker from Newport Beach, California, who also was part of the United States’ 
gold medal-winning team at the 2016 Olympics, sustained some deep lacerations on her left leg and got 
some stitches for cuts on her left thigh. But she said she had no broken bones or nerve damage.

Gilchrist had surgery later Saturday morning. She remained in the hospital Monday while doctors moni-
tored her recovery, but she hoped to return to the U.S. on Tuesday.

She was counting her blessings, too.
“We are the lucky ones and our thoughts and prayers go out to the families who have lost loved ones,” 

she said.
Gilchrist, who also has traveled the world as an accomplished surfer, remembers only parts of the har-

rowing night.
Hours after the Americans’ 11-6 victory over Spain in the final, Gilchrist was on the balcony with Haus-

child, U.S. men’s attacker Johnny Hooper and other athletes when it went down.
“It was all pretty quick, I think,” Gilchrist said. “But I remember falling and I talked to Johnny and we 

kind of thought the same thing: It’s like, we felt like (we were) falling for 10 seconds, which it probably 
ended up being one or two seconds. But everything kind of slowed down.”

Gilchrist said the railing of the balcony was lined with glued-down beer bottles that shattered when it 
collapsed. She thinks she was helped up before she made her way out of the nightclub with Hauschild.

When Gilchrist got outside, she realized the extent of her injuries and laid down on the sidewalk. She 
then got some help from some players on the U.S. men and Australian water polo teams, and Christopher 
Bates, a trainer for the U.S. men’s team, joined the group.

“Chris was kind of just the biggest blessing,” Gilchrist said. “He came, he’s a trainer, he put his belt 
around my leg as a tourniquet and he came in the ambulance with me.”

Gilchrist face-timed with her parents, Jenny and Sandy, and sister, Ali, right after she got hurt, and Bates 
and her U.S. teammates also provided updates. Larnie Boquiren, a trainer for the women’s team, and 
team doctor Seth Schmoll also helped take care of Gilchrist.

“My mom wanted to fly out, but I said ‘Don’t worry. I’m here with our trainer, Larnie, and Dr. Seth,’” 
Gilchrist said. “They’ve been so great to me, so I told my mom don’t worry and I’ll be home in no time.

“She still wanted to come, but it’s all good.”
Hauschild, Hooper and U.S. center Ben Hallock also got hurt. Hauschild got stitches on her right arm 
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and Hooper needed stitches for cuts on his left hand. Hallock had some minor scrapes on his legs.

Gilchrist said she should know more about her recovery after she returns to the U.S., but she is hoping 
to be back in the pool with the team in a few months. The U.S. became the first team to win three straight 
world water polo titles with the victory in South Korea, and it is a big favorite to win a third consecutive 
gold at the Olympics next year.

“It’s awesome to be a part of history and I think there’s something special about our team,” Gilchrist 
told the AP. “It’s just a bummer that an incident like this has to bring headlines to our team and not just 
the way we play the game and the way we work and grind. I think there’s something to be said of the 
success and I think a lot of people could learn from us.”

___
Jay Cohen can be reached at https://twitter.com/jcohenap
___
More AP sports: https://apnews.com/apf-sports and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

AP FACT CHECK: Some inconvenient truths for 2020 Democrats
By CALVIN WOODWARD, AMANDA SEITZ AND HOPE YEN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Democratic presidential contenders have some inconvenient truths to grapple 
with.

It’s not easy, for example, to summon foreboding words on the economy — accurately — when the U.S. 
has been having its longest expansion in history.

Health care for all raises questions of costs to average taxpayers that the candidates are loath to con-
front head on.

And in slamming President Donald Trump relentlessly for his treatment of migrants, the Democrats 
gloss over the record of President Barack Obama (and his vice president, Joe Biden), whose administra-
tion deported them by the millions and housed many children in the border “cages” they assail Trump for 
using now.

The candidates will be pressed on the economy, health care, immigration and much more in their second 
round of debates, this week in Detroit.

A sampling of the campaign rhetoric on a variety of subjects and how it compares with the facts:
THE CAGES
KAMALA HARRIS: “You look at the fact that this is a president who has pushed policies that’s been about 

putting babies in cages at the border in the name of security when in fact what it is, is a human rights abuse 
being committed by the United States government.” — remarks at NAACP forum Wednesday in Detroit.

PETE BUTTIGIEG: “We should call out hypocrisy when we see it. For a party that associates itself with 
Christianity to say it is OK to suggest that God would smile on the division of families at the hands of 
federal agents, that God would condone putting children in cages,” that party “has lost all claim to ever 
use religious language.” — June debate .

THE FACTS: There is hypocrisy to be called out here.
By Buttigieg’s standard, the Democratic Party has also lost its claim to invoke religion — because the 

“cages” were built and used by the Obama administration. Harris, a California senator, calls them a human 
rights abuse, but, like other Democrats, solely blames Trump.

The facilities are sectioned-off, chain-link indoor pens where children who come to the border without 
adults or who are separated from adults in detention are temporarily housed. The children are divided by 
age and sex.

A year ago, Associated Press photographs showing young people in such enclosures were misrepre-
sented online as depicting child detentions by Trump and denounced by some Democrats and activists 
as illustrating Trump’s cruelty. In fact, the photos were taken in 2014 during the Obama administration.

Many Democrats continue to exploit the imagery of “babies in cages” — as Harris put it — without 
acknowledging Obama used the facilities, too. His administration built the McAllen, Texas, center with 
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chain-link holding areas in 2014.

Under Trump, journalists have witnessed migrants crowded into fetid chain-link quarters. The maltreat-
ment of migrants is the responsibility of the Trump administration — and arguably Congress, for not ap-
proving more money for better care.

But the facilities are standard fare through administrations and the caged-babies accusations stand as 
one of the most persistent distortions by the 2020 Democrats.

___
JOE BIDEN: “Under Trump, there have been horrifying scenes at the border of kids being kept in cages, 

tear-gassing asylum seekers, ripping children from their mothers’ arms.” — June 24 opinion piece in the 
Miami Herald about his Latin America policy.

THE FACTS: Again, the scenes of kids in cages go back to the administration Biden served.
He is correct that U.S. authorities have fired tear gas to repel migrants trying to get across the border. 

Biden and other Democrats are also correct in identifying widespread family separations as a consequence 
of Trump’s policy. His now-suspended zero-tolerance policy resulted in thousands of children being removed 
from their parents in holding centers, something the Obama administration did not do routinely.

Another form of family separation was seen, however, in the Obama years. The record deportation of 
3 million migrants during Obama’s presidency drove many families apart as some members were forced 
out of the U.S. while loved ones weren’t.

___
IMMIGRATION
BIDEN: “There’s 11 million undocumented (people), they’ve increased the solvency of the Social Security 

system by 12 years, because they’re all paying in.” — candidate forum in Iowa, July 16.
THE FACTS: He’s wrong that “all” people in the country illegally are paying into Social Security and that 

they’ve extended the program’s solvency by a dozen years.
He’s right, though, that they help the nation’s retirement program because millions do contribute to it 

and they are not permitted to draw benefits.
According to a 2013 Social Security Administration report , the most recent of its kind, roughly 3 million 

immigrants living in the U.S. illegally were contributing to Social Security through their work. Others were 
not working or were employed in the underground economy.

Biden is correct in suggesting that illegal immigration has significantly boosted the program. His campaign 
clarified to The Associated Press that he misspoke when he said people in the country illegally increased 
Social Security’s solvency by 12 years. He meant to say they’ve added $12 billion to Social Security’s finances.

They’ve actually supported the Social Security system by even more than that. The agency’s 2013 report 
estimated the system gained $12 billion from immigrants and their employers over just one year, 2010. 
Employers and workers evenly split the 12.4 percent contribution to the system.

Another government estimate says “half of undocumented immigrants are working on the books” but 
that may be outdated; it’s from 2005.

___
HEALTH CARE
BERNIE SANDERS: “’Medicare for All’ would reduce overall health care spending in our country.” — July 

17 speech on his health plan.
THE FACTS: That remains to be seen. Savings from Medicare for All are not a slam dunk.
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said in a report this year that total spending under a single-

payer system, such as the one proposed by the Vermont senator, “might be higher or lower than under 
the current system depending on the key features of the new system.”

Those features involve payment rates for hospitals and doctors, which are not fully spelled out by Sand-
ers, as well as the estimated cost of generous benefits that include long-term care services and no copays 
and deductibles.

Sanders’ figure of $5 trillion over 10 years in health cost savings comes from a study by the Political 
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Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. The lead author has been a 
Sanders political supporter.

Sanders also cites a savings estimate of $2 trillion over 10 years taken from a study from the libertarian 
Mercatus Center at George Mason University in Virginia. But the author of that study says that Medicare 
for All advocates are mischaracterizing his conclusions.

A report this year by the nonprofit Rand think tank estimated that Medicare for All would do the opposite 
of what Sanders is promising, modestly raising national health spending.

Part of the reason is the generous benefits. Virtually free comprehensive medical care would lead to big 
increases in demand.

The Rand study modeled a hypothetical scenario in which a plan similar to Sanders’ legislation had taken 
effect this year.

___
SANDERS, on the effects of his health plan and other expensive proposals on the public: “Yes, they will 

pay more in taxes but less in health care.” — June debate.
THE FACTS: This is almost surely true.
Although he had to be pressed on the question, Sanders is almost alone among the candidates who 

support Medicare for All in acknowledging that broadly higher taxes would be needed to pay for it. He 
would consider — and probably not be able to avoid — a tax increase on the middle class in exchange 
for health care without copayments, deductibles and the like. It’s a given that consumers will pay less for 
health care if the government is picking up the bills.

Several of Sanders’ rivals have dodged the tough financing questions, speaking only of taxing rich people 
and “Wall Street.” Analysts say that’s not going to cover the costs of government-financed universal care.

___
ECONOMY
ELIZABETH WARREN: “When I look at the economy today, I see a lot to worry about. ... I see a manu-

facturing sector in recession. ... A generation of stagnant wages and rising costs for basics like housing, 
child care, and education (has) forced American families to take on more debt than ever before.... Whether 
it’s this year or next year, the odds of another economic downturn are high — and growing.” — Medium 
blog Monday.

THE FACTS: The Massachusetts senator is exaggerating some of these threats. It’s true that U.S. manu-
facturers are struggling as a result of slower overseas growth and the Trump administration’s trade wars, 
which have meant that many U.S. goods face retaliatory tariffs overseas. But U.S. factories have faced 
rough spots before during the current expansion, particularly in late 2015 and 2016, when their output 
actually declined. Yet economic growth continued. Manufacturing is no longer large enough to necessarily 
pull the rest of the economy into recession.

And Americans are in better financial shape than Warren suggests. While household debt has risen 6.8% 
in the past decade, that figure isn’t adjusted for population growth or inflation. On a per capita basis, 
household debt levels have actually fallen.

Economists typically compare debt with income as a way of gauging Americans’ ability to pay off their 
loans. Currently such household debt is equivalent to 101% of disposable income. While that number may 
seem high, it actually peaked at 136% in the fourth quarter of 2007, just as the recession began, and has 
fallen steadily since.

Also, interest rates are at historically low levels, making it easier for borrowers to manage their debts. 
Currently, households are devoting less than 10% of their incomes to debt service, down from roughly 
13% a decade ago.

As for what she calls a manufacturing recession, that’s a judgment call, not a clearly defined standard. 
Factory output actually has risen slightly over the past year. She defines a manufacturing recession as two 
straight declines in quarterly production as measured by the Federal Reserve, and that’s what happened 
in the first half of this year.

___
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HARRIS: “People are working, they’re working two and three jobs. In our America people should only 

have to work one job to have a roof over their head and be able to put food on their table.”  — July 12 
radio interview.

THE FACTS: Most Americans, by far, only work one job, and the numbers who juggle more than one 
have declined over a quarter century.

In the mid-1990s, the percentage of workers holding multiple jobs peaked at 6.5%. The rate dropped 
significantly , even through the Great Recession, and has been hovering for a nearly a decade at about 
5% or a little lower. In the latest monthly figures , from June, 5.2% of workers were holding more than 
one job.

Hispanic and Asian workers are consistently less likely than white and black workers to be holding 
multiple jobs. Women are more likely to be doing so than men, though the gap narrowed slightly during 
Trump’s first year.

Multiple jobholding rates in June 2019 : women, 5.6%; men, 4.6%; black, 5.1%; white, 5.2%; Hispanic, 
3.7%; Asian, 3.0%.

Kirsten Allen, speaking for the Harris campaign, said the senator often hears from people who have to 
work more than one job to make ends meet, “teachers specifically,” and has a plan for teachers to be 
paid more. But in her rhetoric about Americans “working two and three jobs,” Harris does not make that 
distinction.

___
LAW ENFORCEMENT
BUTTIGIEG: “When I took office, we had no recognizable promotion or accountability system for pro-

motions in the department. We couldn’t even find and publish numbers on cases involving use of force. 
So we started doing that.”— at the NAACP forum Wednesday in Detroit.

THE FACTS: Those changes at the South Bend, Indiana, Police Department, which Buttigieg oversees 
as the mayor, didn’t happen swiftly or without prompting.

Buttigieg fired his police chief shortly after he became mayor in 2012 and installed a new one.
But it wasn’t until September 2018 that the city established a promotion policy, following a 2015 com-

plaint from a female officer who said she was passed over for a promotion and complaints in 2016 from 
two black officers who said they were held back from promotions at the police agency, according to local 
news reports.

The city didn’t begin publishing use of force data — which shows how many times an officer used force 
on a civilian — until 2017, five years after Buttigieg got into office and after complaints about police bru-
tality, including a federal lawsuit that was settled in 2018. The use of force data include the time, date, 
and type of force.

___
AUTO INDUSTRY
HARRIS: “Some estimate that as many as 700,000 autoworkers are going to lose their job before the 

end of the year.” — remarks in July 12 radio interview.
THE FACTS: This isn’t happening. Harris mischaracterized the findings of a study that is also outdated.
In July 2018 the Center for Automotive Research laid out a variety of scenarios for potential job losses 

across all U.S. industries touched by the auto business — not just autoworkers — if a number of new tariffs 
and policies that Trump threatened were enacted. The worst case was 750,000. But those hypothetical 
losses went well beyond autoworkers, to include workers at restaurants, retail stores and any business 
that benefits from the auto industry.

In any event, the center revised its study in February 2019, with a worst-case scenario down to 367,000 
job losses across all industries. And since then, the administration lifted tariffs on steel and aluminum 
products coming from Canada and Mexico, further minimizing the impact on the auto industry.

The auto industry has grown under Obama and Trump both. Although it’s facing a leveling off in demand, 
it still posts strong numbers. It is not at risk of the catastrophe Harris raises as a possibility — the loss of 
3 in 4 autoworkers in the remainder of this year.
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___
Associated Press writers Christopher Rugaber, Josh Boak and Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar in Washington and 

Tom Krisher in Detroit contributed to this report.
___
Find AP Fact Checks at http://apne.ws/2kbx8bd
Follow @APFactCheck on Twitter: https://twitter.com/APFactCheck

NYC police seek 2 shooters in Brooklyn playground shooting
By DEEPTI HAJELA and MALLIKA SEN Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A popular community festival was coming to a close when gunfire erupted in a Brook-
lyn neighborhood, leaving one man dead, another person in critical condition and 10 others wounded, 
authorities said Sunday as they searched for two shooters they believe were involved.

New York Police Commissioner James O’Neill said the shooting late Saturday in the borough’s Brownsville 
section “was a tragic end to a wonderful weekend” that involved thousands of people gathering to take 
part in the annual Old Timers Event, which featured musical performances from former residents and 
current local talent.

The crowd at the celebration was dispersing when gunshots rang out from a playground area in the 
park where it was taking place, officials said.

Twelve people were hit — seven men and five women between the ages of 21 and 55. A 38-year-old 
man died from a bullet wound to the head. His name was not immediately released.

Six of the wounded had been released from the hospital by midday Sunday, O’Neill said.
No arrests have been made, and authorities asked anyone with information or cellphone video to come 

forward. One gun was recovered. O’Neill said gang activity was among the possible motives.
“There were a lot of people just chilling and having a good time,” Kaseem Collins, 19, told the Daily 

News. Then, when shots rang out, “we all started running,” he said. “I ran as fast as I could away from 
everyone. I thought I was going to get shot.”

“I heard shots, and I saw a stampede running toward me,” Diamond Perez, 38, told the newspaper.
The Old Timers Event had been held since 1963, O’Neill said.
A 2010 newsletter from the parks department described it as a celebration of former members of the 

Brownsville Recreation Center “who went on to success and fame in sports and other endeavors.” It said 
the event has grown over the years to include concerts and other things.

Speaking at a news conference on Sunday, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said the two-day block 
party was an “example of everything good about the Brownsville community” and decried the shooting 
as a “tragedy” that does not define the neighborhood.

Videos posted on social media showed police clearing large groups of people out of the area around 
the recreation center. Photos from local news outlets showed several people taken away on stretchers, 
including some with what appeared to be minor wounds.

“It was chaos,” Gary Miller, a 60-year-old vendor at the event, told the New York Post. Witnesses heard 
9 to 11 shots, “and everyone was running and scattering for cover.”

Brownsville is an east Brooklyn neighborhood that’s continued to struggle with gun violence, even as 
New York streets become safer than they have been in decades.

State Sen. Roxanne J. Persaud added the hashtags “#StopTheViolence” and “#PutDownTheGuns” to her 
tweets expressing frustration with the shooting, which she called “unacceptable” and “cowardly.”

“Our community mourns again. We should be able to have fun in open spaces without fear of violence,” 
tweeted Persaud, whose district includes Brownsville. “Respect your community. We are better than the 
violence.”

Activists and elected officials spoke out on the need for more resources to go toward community groups 
and anti-violence programs, as well as efforts to crack down on illegal guns.

“We don’t need bumper-sticker slogans, we need real partnership on the ground,” Brooklyn Borough 
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President Eric Adams said.

Police fire tear gas, rubber bullets at Hong Kong protesters
By KATIE TAM and CHANWOO BANG Associated Press

HONG KONG (AP) — Police repeatedly fired tear gas and rubber bullets to drive back protesters blocking 
Hong Kong streets with road signs and umbrellas Sunday in another night of pitched battles as protests 
for democracy in the Chinese territory escalate.

It was the second night in a row that tear gas was used against protesters. Their demonstrations began 
early last month in opposition to an extradition bill that has since been suspended, but the movement has 
become a broader push for full democracy.

Protesters occupied two areas at opposite ends of central Hong Kong on Sunday following a midafternoon 
rally against police use of tear gas at a demonstration the previous weekend.

On the western end of Hong Kong Island, one group blocked areas near the Chinese government’s liai-
son office and began to move forward as night fell. Police issued warnings, and protesters threw eggs at 
them. Officers fired tear gas to halt the advance.

Police then embarked on an hourslong effort to push the protesters eastward and get them to disperse.
In repeated standoffs, spontaneous but highly organized protesters set up behind scaffolding that they 

built across a street. Police lined up behind clear shields about 30 meters (100 feet) down the road. Dozens 
of journalists in bright yellow vests stood on the sidelines between the groups.

The police would advance gradually, firing bursts of tear gas. Protesters in hard hats scurried about, 
rearranging makeshift barriers of pilfered road signs and other items. By the time the police reached the 
scaffolding, they had backed off about 6 meters (20 feet).

Another team of officers, more mobile with smaller shields, then swept in to clear the area. Local media 
reported some protesters were detained.

For more than seven weeks, protesters have taken to Hong Kong streets, initially to demand the scrapping 
of a proposed extradition law that would send suspects to mainland China to face trials. The legislation 
is seen as a threat to Hong Kong’s freedoms that were guaranteed for 50 years when China took back 
control of the former British colony in 1997.

The bill was eventually suspended, but the protesters then called for the resignation of the city’s leader 
and an investigation into whether police have used excessive force in quelling the protests.

Underlying the movement is a push for full democracy in the city, whose leader is chosen by a commit-
tee dominated by a pro-Beijing establishment, rather than by direct elections.

Earlier Sunday, protesters rallied at a park in Hong Kong’s financial district before marching out in several 
directions despite not winning police approval for a public procession. It was the second straight day that 
protesters took to the streets without official permission.

A sea of black-shirted protesters, some with bright yellow helmets and masks but many with just back-
packs, streamed out of Chater Garden park. Chanting “Add oil,” a phrase that roughly means “Keep up 
the fight,” a huge crowd marched east down a wide thoroughfare.

They stopped near the Sogo department store and set up barricades to block off the area and defend 
it against police.

Another group headed west toward mainland China’s liaison office. Protesters egged the office last 
weekend and splattered black ink on the national emblem, eliciting an angry reaction from the Chinese 
government.

Some stopped about two blocks short of the office and used orange and white construction barricades to 
build a wall spanning a major road. They massed behind the barriers as night fell, with umbrellas pointed 
forward to shield their identities and ward off any police move to clear them.

Some nearby stores shuttered early as police in riot gear gathered nearby ahead of the all but inevitable 
clearing operation.

The rally in Chater Garden was called to protest the police use of tear gas, rubber bullets and other force 
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to break up a protest the previous Sunday.

“We need to have a protest to show that we are strongly against this kind of brutality and we need them 
to respond to our demands,” said rally organizer Ventus Lau.

Police had denied Lau’s request to march west to the Sheung Wan district, where the tear gas was used 
the previous weekend, citing escalating violence in clashes with protesters that have broken out after past 
marches and rallies.

“The police must prevent aggressive protesters from exploiting a peaceful procession to cause troubles 
and violent clashes,” said Superintendent Louis Lau of the police public relations branch.

On Saturday, police fired tear gas and rubber bullets as demonstrators threw bricks and other objects and 
ducked behind makeshift shields at a march in an outlying district toward the border with mainland China.

Police had also denied permission for that protest in Yuen Long, where a mob apparently targeting 
demonstrators had beaten people brutally in a train station the previous weekend.

Police wearing helmets charged into the same train station, where a few hundred protesters had taken 
refuge from the tear gas. Some officers swung their batons at demonstrators, while others appeared to 
be urging their colleagues to hang back. For the second week in a row, blood was splattered on the sta-
tion floor.

Police arrested 13 people, including march organizer Max Chung, for offenses including unlawful as-
sembly, possession of offensive weapon and assault, according to police and Hong Kong media. At least 
four officers were injured.

The Hospital Authority said 24 people were taken to five hospitals. As of Sunday morning, eight remained 
hospitalized, two in serious condition.

Amnesty International, the human rights group, called the police response heavy-handed and unac-
ceptable.

“While police must be able to defend themselves, there were repeated instances today where police 
officers were the aggressors,” Man-kei Tam, the director of Amnesty International Hong Kong, said in a 
statement.

Police said they had to use what they termed “appropriate force” because of the bricks and other objects 
thrown at them, including glass bottles with a suspected corrosive fluid inside.

___
Associated Press writer Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed to this report.

Diplomats recommit to saving Iran deal, oppose US sanctions
By KIYOKO METZLER Associated Press

VIENNA (AP) — Diplomats from Iran and five world powers recommitted Sunday to salvaging a major 
nuclear deal amid mounting tensions between the West and Tehran since the U.S. withdrew from the 
accord and reimposed sanctions.

Representatives of Iran, Germany, France, Britain, China, Russia and the European Union met in Vienna 
to discuss the 2015 agreement that restricts the Iranian nuclear program.

“The atmosphere was constructive, and the discussions were good,” Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Seyed Abbas Araghchi told reporters after the meeting ended.

“I cannot say that we resolved everything” but all the parties are still “determined to save this deal,” he 
added.

Fu Cong, the head of Chinese delegation, said that while there were “some tense moments” during the 
meeting, “on the whole the atmosphere was very good. Friendly. And it was very professional.”

Both diplomats said there was a general agreement to organize a higher-level meeting of foreign minis-
ters soon, but also that preparations for such a summit needed to be done well. A date has not been set.

Iran is pressuring the European parties to the deal to offset the sanctions U.S. President Donald Trump 
reinstated after pulling out. The country recently surpassed the amount of low-enriched uranium it is 
allowed to stockpile and started enriching uranium past a 3.67% limit permitted, to 4.5%, saying the ac-
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tions could be reversed if the Europeans came up with incentives that compensated for the impact of the 
sanctions on the Iranian economy.

Iran’s recent moves — which it defends as permissible after the U.S. withdrawal — are seen as a way to 
force the others to openly confront the sanctions. Araghchi told reporters in Farsi after the meeting that 
Iran would continue decreasing its commitments until the Europeans meet its demands.

Experts warn that a higher enrichment level and a growing uranium stockpile narrow the one-year win-
dow that Iran would need to have enough material to make an atomic bomb, something Iran denies it 
wants but that the deal prevented.

So far, Iran’s exceeding of the agreement’s stockpile and uranium enrichment ceilings have been seen as 
violations likely to prompt the European signatories to invoke a dispute resolution mechanism. Weapons-
grade uranium is enriched at a level of 90%.

Both of Iran’s actions were verified by the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency.

In recent weeks, Iran broke past the limit on its stockpile of low-enriched uranium, but did not say by 
how much. The nuclear accord has a stockpile limit of 300 kilograms. However, it also permits Iran to 
enrich uranium and export it, as it has to Russia in past years.

The head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization said Sunday that the country has enriched 24 tons of 
uranium since it reached the 2015 nuclear deal with the other countries and the EU.

Atomic Energy Organization head Ali Akbar Salehi was quoted by state TV as saying Iran “did not enrich 
300 kilograms of uranium, but enriched 24 (metric) tons of uranium,” or what is 24,000 kilograms (nearly 
53,000 pounds.)

At the Sunday meeting, Fu said, the Europeans urged Iran to come back to full compliance and Iran 
urged the European Union, France, Britain and Germany to implement their part of the deal.

Fu said all sides expressed strong opposition against the unilateral imposition of sanctions by the U.S., 
especially the extraterritorial application of the sanctions. They also voiced support for China’s efforts to 
maintain normal trade and oil relations with Iran, Fu added.

In addition to trade with China, Iran is especially keen on the activation of a barter-type system set up 
by the Europeans that would allow the continent’s businesses to trade with Tehran without violating the 
U.S. sanctions.

Araghchi said the European system was “not functioning yet, but it is in its final stages.”
In the meantime, Iran has taken increasingly provocative actions against ships in the Gulf, including seiz-

ing a British tanker and downing a U.S. drone. The U.S. has expanded its military presence in the region, 
and fears are growing of a wider conflict.

A Royal Navy warship arrived Sunday in the Gulf to accompany British-flagged ships passing through 
the Strait of Hormuz. Britain’s Ministry of Defense said the HMS Duncan will join the Frigate HMS Mon-
trose in the Gulf to defend freedom of navigation until a diplomatic resolution is found to secure the key 
waterway again.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani penned an open letter to new British Prime Minister Boris Johnson that 
was published on the president’s website Sunday. Rouhani extended congratulations and said he hoped 
the diplomatic ties between their countries would be stronger under Johnson’s leadership.

Rouhani said he hoped Johnson’s “only one visit to Tehran” while serving as U.K. foreign secretary in 2017 
and now his tenure as prime minister lead to a “further deepening of bilateral and multilateral relations.”

Under the provisions of the 2015 accord, signatories provided Iran with economic sanctions relief in 
exchange for curbs on the country’s nuclear program. Trump withdrew the U.S. and put sanctions on Iran 
back in place, saying he wanted to negotiate a better agreement.

The U.S. sanctions have had their intended purpose of hurting Iran’s economy while highlighting the 
inability of the Europeans, as well as Russia and China, to keep their commitments.

At the same time, Europe is under pressure from the U.S. to abandon the Iran nuclear accord entirely 
and is also being squeezed by Iran to offset the ever-crippling effects of American economic sanctions.
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Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin, Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, and Sylvia Hui in London contributed.

Attorney: Hunger-striking immigrants forced to hydrate
By CEDAR ATTANASIO, GARANCE BURKE and MARTHA MENDOZA Associated Press

EL PASO, Texas (AP) — Three Indian nationals seeking asylum in the U.S. have been forced to receive IV 
drips at a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Texas as they approach their third week 
of a hunger strike, according to their attorney.

Lawyers and activists who spoke with the men fear that force-feeding may be next.
The U.S. Department of Justice filed orders with federal judges last week that relate to non-consensual 

hydration or feeding for four men, according to a court official. Linda Corchado, the lawyer for three of 
the four men named in the court orders, said the fourth man is also Indian and is represented by another 
attorney. It’s unclear if that man was also forced to accept an IV.

The men have been locked up for months — one for more than a year — and they are trying to appeal 
or reopen asylum claims that were denied, according to Corchado. As of Sunday, they had gone 20 days 
without food, she said.

“My clients made the decision to begin a hunger strike to protest prolonged detention and what they 
believe were biased and discriminatory practices by the immigration court toward their cases,” Corchado 
said.

ICE confirmed that there were detainee hunger strikes at its facilities in El Paso and Otero, New Mexico, 
late last week, but it would not comment on the claims of forced hydration or force-feeding.

“All ten ICE detainees have missed at least nine consecutive meals, triggering ICE hunger-strike proto-
cols,” agency spokesman Timothy Oberle said in a statement. “The ICE Health Services Corps (IHSC) is 
medically monitoring the detainees’ health and regularly updating ICE of their medical status. Efforts are 
being taken to protect the detainees’ health and privacy.”

One of the hunger strikers in Otero was deported to India eight days into his hunger strike, according 
to Corchado. ICE does not confirm deportations.

Corchado said her three clients stopped eating while they were at the Otero immigration detention facil-
ity to protest their prolonged detention. After more than a week of hunger striking, they were transferred 
to the El Paso Processing Center, which is about 30 miles (50 kilometers) south of Otero, in West Texas.

One of the men told the AP on Tuesday that he overheard medical staff say they were being transferred 
to El Paso for force-feeding.

On Thursday, Corchado met with her clients, who showed her IV equipment and needle pricks in their 
arms. She said they told her that medical staff showed them documents that they said were court orders 
for IV drips, but didn’t give them copies. When the immigrants refused a protein-filled drink that would 
have effectively ended their hunger strikes, the medical staff started the IVs against their will.

ICE did not immediately reply to a request for comment Sunday regarding the forced hydration.
The orders are sealed and the court hearings are held in secret. At least one of the judges, Frank Mon-

talvo, has ordered force-feeding in the past.
In January, nine men were force-fed at the El Paso Processing Center. Medical staff threaded tubes 

through their nostrils and down their throats before forcing a nutrient-rich liquid into their stomachs. ICE 
stopped the force-feeding in El Paso in February after a public outcry and a congressional inquiry. Two of 
the men were eventually released on bond. It’s unclear what happened to the other seven.

The four men recently moved from Otero to El Paso are being held in the same room where the force-
feeding took place, based on a description of the room given to the AP by one of the men.

Last week, one of the hunger strikers told the AP that he would resist receiving food until death.
When Corchado visited her clients in the El Paso facility on Saturday, they were so weak that nurses 

moved them to the visitation room in wheelchairs. Despite the danger of permanent injury, she does not 
want them to be force-fed.
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“The practice of force-feeding while under ICE custody ... is torturous and degrading,” Corchado said 

in a written statement to the AP. “(My clients) continue to make sound and well thought out decisions to 
refuse medical care and those decisions must be respected.”

Biden’s full embrace of Obama health law has political risks
By BILL BARROW Associated Press

Joe Biden had just rolled out his health care plan when he made what could be a fateful pledge to a 
crowd in Iowa: “If you like your health care plan or your employer-based plan, you can keep it.”

The remark echoed assurances President Barack Obama made repeatedly as he sold the Affordable 
Care Act, which became known as “Obamcare.” But Obama’s promise proved an exaggeration, if not a 
falsehood, and it anchored early GOP attacks on the law as new regulations led private insurers to cancel 
certain policies, even if they had to offer replacements to consumers.

Biden’s promise on job-based coverage , which almost 160 million Americans use, underscores the risks 
of positioning himself as the health overhaul’s chief defender. Fully embracing the health law and pledg-
ing to expand it also means exposing Biden to attacks from all sides: from the left that wants more than 
what Biden is offering; from the right that loathes the law in any form; and from the middle, where voters 
remain skeptical about the nation’s complex and expensive health care system.

“This is one of those issues where the pendulum has swung back-and-forth since ‘Obamacare’ passed,” 
Democratic pollster Paul Maslin said, pointing to health care’s role in Republican victories in 2010 and 
Democratic wins last November.  “Right now we have the advantage,” Maslin said, “but I’d be a fool to 
say there’s no risk here.”

Indeed, the Republican National Committee has seized on Biden’s policy rollout. “Biden has to deal with 
the fact that he would be the 2020 face of Barack Obama’s notorious lie that if you like your health care 
plan you can keep it,” said Steve Guest of the Republican National Committee.

Biden is at the center of a broader Democratic divide over the future of health care that will likely be an 
animating issue at this week’s primary debate in Detroit.

The former vice president is proposing to add a “public option” that would allow Americans to choose 
whether to buy government insurance or buy private policies. He also would boost existing subsidies that 
consumers use to buy policies on the law’s exchanges. That would mark a significant expansion but still 
be a more incremental approach than Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders’ “Medicare for All” proposal, which 
would essentially replace the private market with government insurance.

Biden’s campaign says his position reflects voters’ slow embrace of the 2010 law, while acknowledging 
voters’ concerns about the cost and consequences of a single-payer, government health insurance system 
and their distrust of private insurers and the pharmaceutical industry.

“I knew the Republicans would do everything in their power to repeal ‘Obamacare,’” Biden says in an 
online campaign ad. “They still are. But I’m surprised that so many Democrats are running on getting rid 
of it ... and if I’m elected president, I’m going to do everything in my power to protect it and build on it.”

An Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll this spring found 57% of adults wanted 
the health law to remain; 42% percent said it should be kept, but with changes. Four out of 10 favored 
a rollback, but just half of those called for total repeal. Meanwhile, 53% favored adding a nonmandatory 
government insurance plan to the market; less than one-fifth opposed that course. That’s a more favor-
able split than on single-payer, which garnered 43% support and 31% opposition.

Which party ultimately wins on health care, Maslin and other Democrats argue, depends on who vot-
ers believe will better protect access to care, regardless of the details. “People still don’t like the way the 
market works,” from rising premiums to spiking drug costs, Maslin noted, but they distrust a politician 
“who might be taking something away.”

Republicans capitalized in 2010, when voters saw Obama’s new law — adopted but not yet in place — as 
the threat and rewarded the GOP’s mantra of “repeal and replace.”

By 2018, after years of GOP failures to offer an alternative, voters had grown accustomed to key provi-
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sions, chiefly the guarantee of coverage for those with existing health conditions and Medicaid expansion 
to cover the working poor and lower middle class. Last November, Democrats won a net 41-seat gain in 
the House and seven new governorships, many of the victories driven by suburban voters who’d seen a 
deluge of ads defending the law and hammering Republicans for attempts to gut it. Trump continues to 
pursue repeal, and the administration backs a pending federal lawsuit to strike down the law in its entirety.

A few months into the new Congress, the AP-NORC poll found Democrats with a 17-point advantage, 
40% to 23%, on the question of which party voters trusted more on health care.

“People may have different feelings about our different approaches, but they’re more popular than 
Trump’s repeal that would make the problem worse,” said Jesse Ferguson, a Democratic strategist who 
has worked on health care messaging in recent election cycles.

Added Maslin: “Part of me says we’d be better off with no plan, let Republicans continue to screw it all 
up. But that’s just not responsible.”

___
Associated Press Deputy Polling Director Hannah Fingerhut in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Follow Barrow on Twitter at https://twitter.com/BillBarrowAP

Mississippi River city ponders a wall it has long rejected
By SCOTT McFETRIDGE and MARGERY A. BECK Associated Press

DAVENPORT, Iowa (AP) — Hundreds of communities line the Mississippi River on its 2,348-mile journey 
to the Gulf of Mexico, but Davenport, Iowa, stands out for the simple reason that people there can actu-
ally dip their toes in the river without scaling a flood wall, levee or other impediment.

It’s a point of pride in Davenport, a city of 100,000 people that calls itself Iowa’s front porch and which 
has repeatedly tolerated the floods that have long since convinced all other major riverfront cities to build 
concrete or dirt walls.

“It’s the personality of the community,” said Kelli Grubbs, who runs a business a few blocks from the 
nearly half-mile-wide river. “There is just a great love of the river.”

That love is being tested this summer after record-setting floods broke through temporary barriers and 
for weeks inundated some of Davenport’s trendiest restaurants and shops with foul-smelling water. Now 
that the river has finally seeped back to its banks, business owners and city officials are confronting a 
painful question: Can they still remain connected with the river without being overwhelmed by it?

Looming over the discussions is an acknowledgement of what’s likely coming from climate change: heavier 
rainstorms that, combined with spring snowmelt, will swell the river to ever higher levels.

Davenport is one of the many communities across the nation struggling with their past assumptions about 
the weather. Even as residents scoff at the prospect of a concrete wall or rocky levee replacing the gently 
sloping lawn that dips down to the river, they wonder if a downtown that has seen roughly $500 million 
in investment in recent years can survive being awash and cut off from the rest of the city so frequently.

This spring a key road was closed for 100 days and fans couldn’t reach the riverside minor league 
baseball stadium. A popular brewery credited with spurring a downtown revival is still closed because its 
equipment was submerged.

Of the 15 biggest floods in Davenport’s history, seven have occurred since 2008.
“Obviously, the weather is not getting any better,” said Kyle Carter, executive director of the Downtown 

Davenport Partnership, a business group. “Regardless of why you think it’s happening, it’s happening.”
Davenport owes much of its roughly 200-year-old history to the Mississippi River, which was instrumental 

in the area’s selection as a fort. The river allowed steamboats to reach the community and later led to 
bridges that connected people and products to large cities to the east.

That history is one reason that despite repeated flooding in the last 40 years — especially severe in 
1969, 1975, 1993 and 2001 — Davenport residents have largely supported a modest containment system 
that includes a wide strip of grass and Nahant Marsh, a 305-acre wetland.
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During more serious flooding, large sand-filled temporary barriers can be placed on River Drive, which 

runs parallel to the river, to protect the low-lying business district. Most homes are safely perched on the 
hills rising steeply to the north.

But this spring, separate crests repeatedly pressured and finally breached the barriers, causing an esti-
mated $30 million in lost revenue and damage.

“For a week or two, people were boating down the street,” said Grubbs, who rushed to save expensive 
equipment in her virtual reality gaming business when water began surging inside.

Davenport residents also couldn’t help but notice that across the river in Rock Island, Illinois — where a 
permanent floodwall was erected after floods in 1993 — the city stayed almost completely dry. Bettendorf 
and Moline, Illinois, the other two communities that make up the Quad Cities, also have floodwalls and 
didn’t flood.

Mayor Frank Klipsch has formed a task force to consider options, which include setting aside more land 
that could be open for flooding and improving the system of temporary barriers protecting the city’s nine 
miles of riverfront.

“It’s not so simple as ‘let’s go build a wall,’ “ Klipsch said. “Our riverfront is one of the major attributes 
of our community. We want to be able to maintain that and embrace the Mississippi River.”

One factor is the $175 million or higher cost of a flood wall that would have to be mostly locally funded. 
But another is that an expanded buffer would be less reliable and require a lot of property.

Environmentalists support giving the river more room instead of a wall, but the pragmatic concerns 
weigh heavy.

“We saw water go where water has never gone before, so it really shook the community and it awakened 
all of us to say, ‘What are we doing? Is this a new reality for us?’” said Paul Rumler, the leader of the Quad 
Cities Chamber of Commerce.

Becca Clark said she supports the city’s go-slow approach, even though the flooding forced workers and 
customers to frantically haul items up a narrow staircase to the second floor of her clothing and jewelry 
shop.

“The city is all about the natural flow of the river and green space. It would ruin that,” said Clark, who 
grew up in the area.

But, as they settled into a new location a block farther from the river, her business partner Nicole Perez 
noted, “We fixed our problem. We moved up higher from the river.”

___
Beck reported from Omaha, Nebraska.
___
Follow Scott McFetridge on Twitter: https://twitter.com/smcfetridge
Follow Margery A. Beck on Twitter: https://twitter.com/margery3

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Monday, July 29, the 210th day of 2019. There are 155 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 29, 1981, Britain’s Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer in a glittering ceremony at St. 

Paul’s Cathedral in London. (The couple divorced in 1996.)
On this date:
In 1914, transcontinental telephone service in the U.S. became operational with the first test conversa-

tion between New York and San Francisco. Massachusetts’ Cape Cod Canal, offering a shortcut across the 
base of the peninsula, was officially opened to shipping traffic.

In 1921, Adolf Hitler became the leader (“fuehrer”) of the National Socialist German Workers Party.
In 1958, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the National Aeronautics and Space Act, creating NASA.
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In 1965, The Beatles’ second feature film, “Help!,” had its world premiere in London.
In 1967, an accidental rocket launch on the deck of the supercarrier USS Forrestal in the Gulf of Tonkin 

resulted in a fire and explosions that killed 134 servicemen. (Among the survivors was future Arizona 
senator John McCain, a U.S. Navy lieutenant commander who narrowly escaped with his life.)

In 1968, Pope Paul the Sixth reaffirmed the Roman Catholic Church’s stance against artificial methods 
of birth control.

In 1975, President Gerald R. Ford became the first U.S. president to visit the site of the Nazi concentra-
tion camp Auschwitz in Poland.

In 1980, a state funeral was held in Cairo, Egypt, for the deposed Shah of Iran, who had died two days 
earlier at age 60.

In 1994, abortion opponent Paul Hill shot and killed Dr. John Bayard Britton and Britton’s bodyguard, 
James H. Barrett, outside the Ladies Center clinic in Pensacola, Florida. (Hill was executed in Sept. 2003.)

In 1997, members of Congress from both parties embraced compromise legislation designed to balance 
the budget while cutting taxes.

In 2004, Sen. John Kerry accepted the Democratic presidential nomination at the party’s convention in 
Boston with a military salute and the declaration: “I’m John Kerry and I’m reporting for duty.”

In 2017, U.S. and South Korean forces conducted joint live-fire exercises in response to North Korea’s 
second launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile; experts said the North Korean launch showed that 
a large portion of the United States was now within range of North Korea’s arsenal.

Ten years ago: Microsoft and Yahoo announced a 10-year Internet search partnership under which Bing 
would replace Yahoo Search, as the companies agreed to take on the overwhelming dominance of Google 
in the online advertising market. Federal authorities arrested more than 30 suspects, including doctors, 
in a major Medicare fraud bust in New York.

Five years ago: Spurred to action by the downing of a Malaysian airliner over rebel-held eastern Ukraine, 
the European Union approved dramatically tougher economic sanctions against Russia, including an arms 
embargo and restrictions on state-owned banks; President Barack Obama swiftly followed with an expan-
sion of U.S. penalties targeting key sectors of the Russian economy. Mississippi’s effort to close its last 
abortion clinic was blocked by a federal appeals court.

One year ago: President Donald Trump tweeted that he was willing to see the government shut down 
over border security issues, including money for a U.S.-Mexico border wall. Pitcher Sean Newcomb of the 
Atlanta Braves was within one strike of a no-hitter before Chris Taylor singled for the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers. (After the game, the 25-year-old Newcomb apologized for racist, homophobic and sexist tweets he 
had sent as a teenager; he described the tweets as “some stupid stuff” he said with friends.)

Today’s Birthdays: Former Sen. Nancy Kassebaum-Baker is 87. Actor Robert Fuller is 86. Former Sen. 
Elizabeth H. Dole is 83. Actor David Warner is 78. Actress Roz Kelly is 77. Rock musician Neal Doughty (REO 
Speedwagon) is 73. Marilyn Tucker Quayle, wife of former Vice President Dan Quayle, is 70. Actor Mike 
Starr is 69. Documentary maker Ken Burns is 66. Style guru Tim Gunn is 66. Rock singer-musician Geddy 
Lee (Rush) is 66. Rock singer Patti Scialfa (Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band) is 66. Actor Kevin 
Chapman is 57. Actress Alexandra Paul is 56. Actor/comedian Dean Haglund is 54. Country singer Martina 
McBride is 53. Rock musician Chris Gorman is 52. Actor Rodney Allen Rippy is 51. Actor Tim Omundson 
is 50. Actor Ato Essandoh is 47. Actor Wil Wheaton is 47. Rhythm-and-blues singer Wanya Morris (Boyz 
II Men) is 46. Country singer-songwriter James Otto is 46. Actor Stephen Dorff is 46. Actor Josh Radnor 
is 45. Hip-hop DJ/music producer Danger Mouse is 42. Actress Rachel Miner is 39. Actress Allison Mack is 
37. Actress Kaitlyn Black is 36. Actor Matt Prokop is 29. Actress Cait Fairbanks is 26.

Thought for Today: “Great things are not done by impulse, but by a series of small things brought to-
gether.” — Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890).


