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CLOSED:  Recycling Trailer in 
Groton

The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 
Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans. 

Swimming Pool Hours
Open Swim Daily: 1 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. and 

6:30 p.m. to 8:50 p.m.
Fun Night is every Friday from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:50 p.m.
Adult Water Aerobics: Monday through 

Thursday: 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. to 
6:15 pm

Adult Lap Swim: Monday through Friday: 7 
a.m. to 8 a.m.; Monday through Thursday: 5:30 
p.m. to 6:15 p.m.; Friday-Sunday: 4:50 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

Swimming Lessons: First Session: June 17-
27 

July 12-14
Legion at Clark Tourney
U12 Midgets State Tournament, TBD
U10 Pee Wees State Tournament, TBD

Sunday, July 14
1:00 p.m.: Locke Electric Amateurs vs. Groton 2 

Amateurs

Low Water Pressure
The City of Groton experienced low water pres-

sure late Saturday afternoon/early evening. The 
controls for the water tower malfunctioned which 
also affected the alert system. Residents started 
to alert the public works employees about the 
problem. Basically, the water tower was drained 
to near empty at its lowest point. There are two 
booster pumps so it did not take long to restore 
the tower to full capacity. Technicans are expected 
to arrive on Monday to find out what the problem 
is. Meanwhile, Terry Herry, water superintendent, 
will be monitoring the tower and manually kicking 
in the pumps to keep the tower full.

1- Low Water Pressure
2- Work on State Street
2- Apartment for Rent
2- City Police Officer Opening
3- Mosquito Control Last Night
4- Groton Summer Fest is Today
9 - Last Sunday edition of the AAN today
10-  Weather Pages
11- “Color My World” Ad
11- Groton School Positions Available
13- Daily Devotional
14- 2019 Groton Events
15- News from the Associated Press
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“Position available for full-time Police Officer. 
Experience and SD Certification preferred.  Sal-
ary negotiable DOE.  Please send application 
and resume to the City of Groton, PO Box 587 
Groton, SD 57445. This position is open until 
filled.  Applications may be found at https://
city.grotonsd.gov/forms/ApplicationForCityEm-
ployee.pdf For more information, please call 
605-397-8422  Equal opportunity employer.”

Position
available for

full-time
Police Officer

(0704.0710)

in Groton

2 bedroom apt
$750/month plus utilities

attached garage
major appliances furnished

480-980-8513
or

605-397-7118

Work is progressing on State Street. About half of it has fabric, drain tile and gravel put 
down. Weather permitting, work will resume on Monday. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Mosquito Control Last Night
The City of Groton did adult mosquito control Saturday night throughout the city. The above map repre-

sents about 31 miles driven with 8 gallons of Evolver 4x4 being used. The wind was light and variable and 
the temperature was 75 degrees.



Sunday, July 14, 2019 ~ Vol. 28 - No. 014 ~ 4 of 33

Groton Daily Independent

Summer Fest is today
The Groton Lions Club sponosored Summer Fest is underway at the Groton City Park. The 

registration table workers were Samantha Pappas, Lorrie Weber, Karyn Babcock, Kathryne 
Rehfuss and Val Baker. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Church Service in the Park
Members of the Groton Christian & Missionary Alliance Church held a church service at the 

City Park as part of the Summer Festival events going on today. Above were singers Adam 
Franken, Larry and Glenna Remmington and Joanne Ehresmann. A crowd is featured in the 
bottom left photo and Pastor Josh Jetto (bottom right) gave the message. (Photos by Paul Kosel)
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Putting up the banner
Topper Tastad and Karyn Babcock put up the Groton Lions Club banner at the registration 

table. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Doug Hamilton and Robert Wegner presented the colors 
for the Groton American Legion Post #39 after the church 
service at the Groton Summer Fest this morning. In the 
back is Topper Tastad and on the left is April Abeln who 
used her phone to play the National Anthem. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Topper Tastad gave the 
welcome at the 2019 
Summer Fest at the Gro-
ton City Park. (Photo by Paul 

Kosel)
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The photos above feature the car show. The cars are all lined up on the east side of the park.
The photos below feature the venders, which are on the south end of the park.
(Photos by Paul Kosel)
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Last Sunday Edition

Today marks the final Sunday edition of the Aberdeen American News. Starting next weekend, they will 
be publishing a “beefed up” Saturday edition.

The elimination of the Sunday paper leaves only the Rapid City Journal, Sioux Falls Argus Leader and the 
Groton Daily Independent as the only publications in the state publishing seven days a week.
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Typical peak-of-summer conditions are expected for the next several days. This morning 
we’re watching storms west-river which potentially could continue east through the morning 
before dissipating. Additional thunderstorm development is possible this afternoon, though 
some models show warm air aloft keeping things to our north. That warm air aloft will also 
be responsible for temperatures into the 90s today. Given the humidity, it is advised to limit 
outdoor activities this afternoon.
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Today in Weather History  

July 14, 1970: A line of severe thunderstorms raced across southeast South Dakota into northwest Iowa 
causing extensive damage. The line of storms produced widespread high winds and large hail. The hail 
averaged quarter to hen egg size although some areas received stones the size of softballs and winds 
over 70 mph were not uncommon. The most extensive damage from the storms extended from Mitchell 
through Parker to near Beresford. Spotty areas reported 100% crop damage. In Lincoln County, the hail 
caused an estimated $8 million in crop damage and $2 million in property damage. In the town of Marion, 
the hail was so large that it punched holes in some roofs.

July 14, 2009: A line of storms moving across north-central South Dakota during the early morning 
hours on the 14th became heavy rainfall producing thunderstorms for northeastern South Dakota. Rainfall 
amounts of 2 to 5 inches caused mainly localized flooding. However in Grant County, a 20 foot wide by 
a 17-foot deep culvert on 468th Avenue in Twin Brooks was washed away by flash flooding. The Grant 
County Highway Department said fixing the channel would cost more than $40,000.

1995: On the evening of Friday, July 14th, thunderstorms producing severe weather were occurring over 
Upper Michigan and adjacent portions of Ontario near Sault Saint Marie. By late evening the storms had 
evolved into a bowing line just northwest of the Mackinac Bridge. At 10:17 PM EDT, the thunderstorm gust 
front hit the bridge, and a gust to 90 mph was measured. Sustained winds of 80 mph continued on the 
bridge for ten more minutes. Thus began the intense “Ontario-Adirondacks Derecho” that would cause 
hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of damage, several deaths, and many injuries as it raced southeast 
from the northern Great Lakes to the Atlantic coast. 

2006: Tropical Storm Bilis tracks across northern Taiwan before making landfall in southeastern China’s 
Fujian province with maximum sustained winds near 65 mph. The storm causes at least 575 deaths in 
Fujian, Guangdong, and Hunan provinces and direct economic losses near $3.3 billion.

Upcoming EventsThursday at 7 p.m. FootballGroton Area hosts Parkston

“Color My World”
Ladies’ Luncheon & Program
Wednesday, July 17 at noon
Bethesda Lutheran Church, 

Bristol
Silent Auction at 10:30 a.m.

Door prizes
Kristi Anderson, speaker

Advance tickets please: $10
Call Kay Espeland 492-3507 or 
Alice Jean Peterson 492-3351
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Yesterday’s WeatherHigh Outside Temp: 62 °F at 5:48 PMLow Outside Temp: 30 °F at 5:25 AMHigh Gust: 30 mph at 3:29 PMPrecip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 106° in 1931, 1901
Record Low: 42° in 1967
Average High: 84°F 
Average Low: 59°F 
Average Precip in July.: 1.39
Precip to date in July.: 1.22
Average Precip to date: 12.23
Precip Year to Date: 13.94
Sunset Tonight: 9:20 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:00 a.m.

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 85 °F at 4:39 PM
Low Temp:  70 °F at 6:10 AM
Wind: 18 mph at 12:36 PM
Day Rain: 0.00
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WALKING OUR TALK

In other words, if I say it, Ill do it!

Unfortunately, there is usually a gap between what some of us say and what we do. For whatever reason, 
we are much more willing to make a promise than keep it. Perhaps we want others to think more highly 
of us than we actually are. So, we say, Ill be happy to do this or help you with that or count on me to be 
there when you need me. End of conversation and promise!

Many a man claims to have unfailing love, but a faithful man, who can find? There seems to be a sad-
ness in this proverb that suggests a sense of disappointment in the heart of Solomon. Whether someone 
had betrayed him or failed to keep their word is not known. But what we do know is that he contrasts the 
gap between words and deeds, saying and doing. There is an obvious difference between love professed 
and promised and love described and delivered.

The word faithful in this verse is the same word used when the writer spoke of Gods faithfulness to honor 
His word in the promises He made to the nation of Israel. It also speaks of the love God expects from us 
when we say that we love Him and will be faithful to Him. When we say, Father I love You - might it bring 
into Gods mind the later part of our verse: But can I trust you to keep your word?

This part of the verse obviously pained Solomon. It forces me to wonder what betrayal he might have 
experienced from his wife or children, friends or confidants. Words are inexpensive but actions always 
cost something to the one who upholds or honors what he promises.

How blest we are to understand what faithfulness is all about because of our relationship with a loving, 
heavenly Father! He always honors His word. He has never broken a promise.

Prayer: Thank You, Father, for Your love and the promise that You will never leave us nor forsake us. 
Thank You for giving and keeping Your word proving that Your care. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 20:6 Many a man claims to have unfailing love, but a faithful man, who 
can find?
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 01/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 03/17/2019 Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year)
• 04/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 04/27/2019 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/04/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/27/2019 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program (Memorial Day)
• 06/13/2019 Transit Fundraiser (Thursday Mid-June)
• 06/14/2019 SDSU Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 06/15/2019 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 06/21/2019 Best Ball Golf Tourney
• 06/22-23/2019 Groton Junior Legion Tournament
• 06/29/2019 Groton U10/U12 Round Robin Tournament
• 07/04/2019 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 07/14/2019 Summer Fest/Car Show (Sunday Mid-July)
• 07/18/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Pro Am Tournament
• 07/21/2019 Granary Ice Cream Social & Family Music Fest
• 08/02/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Wine on Nine
• 08/09-11/2019 State Junior Legion Tournament in Groton
• 08/22/2019 First Day of School
• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/08/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 4/4/2020 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 4/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 5/2/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Saturday:
Dakota Cash
09-19-22-29-34
(nine, nineteen, twenty-two, twenty-nine, thirty-four)
Estimated jackpot: $23,000
Lotto America
06-15-18-25-37, Star Ball: 9, ASB: 3
(six, fifteen, eighteen, twenty-five, thirty-seven; Star Ball: nine; ASB: three)
Estimated jackpot: $2 million
Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $137 million
Powerball
13-23-32-35-68, Powerball: 21, Power Play: 3
(thirteen, twenty-three, thirty-two, thirty-five, sixty-eight; Powerball: twenty-one; Power Play: three)
Estimated jackpot: $194 million

4 Crow Creek tribal members accused of embezzlement
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Authorities say the former chairwoman of the Crow Creek Sioux and three 

other past or present council members have pleaded not guilty to embezzling from the South Dakota tribe.
United States Attorney Ron Parsons says former tribal chairwoman Roxanne Lynette Sazue, Roland Robert 

Hawk Sr., Francine Maria Middletent, and Jacquelyn Ernestine Pease appeared Friday in federal court on 
charges of embezzling more than $1,000 in tribal funds from 2014 to this year.

If convicted, they each face a possible maximum sentence of five years in prison and a $250,000 fine.

Woman accused of fatal stabbing pleads not guilty
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A woman accused of using a screwdriver to fatally stab on man on the Pine 

Ridge has pleaded not guilty to second-degree murder.
The Rapid City Journal reports 43-year-old Doreen Brown pleaded not guilty July in the death of 43-year-

old Donald McMillan.
Oglala Sioux Tribe Police Chief Robert Ecoffey says the stabbing occurred at a home in Pine Ridge on 

June 27, and Brown was arrested by tribal officers before the case was handed over to the FBI.
Brown is being held without bail at the Pennington County Jail. A trial is scheduled for Sept. 10.
___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Leaked UK memo says Trump axed Iran deal to spite Obama
By JILL LAWLESS Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — A U.K. newspaper has published more leaked memos revealing a British ambassador’s 
blunt assessments of the Trump administration, including one in which the envoy to Washington claimed 
President Donald Trump pulled out of the Iran nuclear deal to spite predecessor Barack Obama.

In the May 2018 cable published by the Mail on Sunday, U.K. Ambassador Kim Darroch called Trump’s 
decision to abandon the international accord “an act of diplomatic vandalism, seemingly for ideological 

News from the
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and personality reasons” because the pact “was Obama’s deal.”

Darroch wrote the memo after then-Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson visited Washington in a failed at-
tempt to persuade the United States not to abandon the 2015 nuclear agreement.

He alleged the White House had no strategy for what would come after its withdrawal and “no sort of 
plan for reaching out to partners and allies.”

The newspaper published new details from confidential diplomatic cables despite a police warning that 
making the documents public might be a crime.

Scotland Yard is hunting for the perpetrator who leaked confidential diplomatic cables to the Mail on 
Sunday. Last week the newspaper published memos from Darroch describing the Trump administration 
as dysfunctional and inept.

The publication of the ambassador’s unguarded views, meant for a small group of ministers and senior 
officials in London, cost him his job.

Trump responded by calling Darroch “very stupid” and a “pompous fool” in a Twitter fusillade, and the 
White House cut off contact with the British envoy.

Darroch announced his resignation Wednesday, saying “the current situation is making it impossible for 
me to carry out my role as I would like.”

He remains formally in the post while a successor is chosen for one of Britain’s most important diplo-
matic jobs.

British politicians and officials are embarrassed at the leak of Darroch’s frank — though widely shared 
— opinions about Trump. And they are angry that a British ambassador was forced to step down because 
of pressure from a foreign leader.

Some also blame Johnson, who is likely to become Britain’s next prime minister, for refusing to publicly 
defend Darroch after Trump posted disparaging tweets about the ambassador for two days. Darroch has 
said Johnson’s silence contributed to his decision to quit.

British officials have said they have no evidence that hacking was involved in the documents’ release, 
and that the culprit is likely to be found among politicians or civil servants in London.

Rumors are swirling in government circles in London about who was behind the leak, widely seen as 
benefiting supporters of Brexit and Trump.

The journalist who reported the cables, Isabel Oakeshott, is a strong supporter of Brexit and an ally of 
Brexit Party leader Nigel Farage, who also is Britain’s leading champion of Trump.

Farage has accused Darroch of lacking enthusiasm for Britain’s departure from the EU and said he should 
be replaced with “a non-Remainer who wants a trade deal with America.”

Police are investigating the leak as a potential breach of the Official Secrets Act, which bars public servants 
from making “damaging” disclosures of classified material. Breaking the act carries a maximum sentence 
of two years in prison, though prosecutions are rare.

Contentiously, police issued a warning to journalists that publishing the documents “could also constitute 
a criminal offence.”

Both Johnson and Jeremy Hunt, his rival in the race to be Britain’s next leader, defended the media’s 
right to publish. And the Mail on Sunday said publication was in the public interest.

“Our readers across the globe now have important information about how Britain tried, but failed, to 
stop President Trump abandoning the Iran nuclear deal,” the newspaper said in a statement.

“What could be more in the public interest than a better understanding of how this position was reached, 
which may have serious consequences for world peace?”

Calls for investigations after power restored in Manhattan
NEW YORK (AP) — A power outage struck the heart of Manhattan on the anniversary of a 1977 black-

out— stranding passengers on subways, gridlocking drivers that had to navigate the streets without traffic 
lights and bringing the curtain down on Broadway shows.

The outage, which stretched 30 blocks from Times Square to the Upper West Side, left around 73,000 
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customers without power Saturday night for about four hours.

Con Edison CEO John McAvoy said a problem at a substation caused the 6:47 p.m. power failure. Elec-
tricity was restored to customers and businesses affected by the outage by around midnight, according 
to a statement from the utility.

McAvoy said the exact cause of the blackout would not be known until an investigation is completed.
The outage stymied subway service throughout the city, affecting nearly every line. New York City’s 

Emergency Management Department said the A, C, D, E, F, M, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 trains had resumed 
running in both directions by around 2 a.m. Sunday.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said no injuries were reported and praised emergency officials for their 
response to the blackout, which he called “unacceptable.”

“You just can’t have a power outage of this magnitude in this city” Cuomo said. “It is too dangerous, the 
potential for public safety risk and chaos is too high, we just can’t have a system that does that, it’s that 
simple at the end of the day.”

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio was campaigning on the presidential trail in Waterloo, Iowa, when 
the power outage struck. His press secretary, Freddi Goldstein, tweeted just before 10 p.m. that de Blasio 
cut short his Iowa visit and was headed back to the city.

The mayor commended New Yorkers for handling the blackout “with that trademark NYC grit and tough-
ness” in a tweet.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer said Sunday the Department of Energy’s Office of Electricity should investi-
gate the work being done by Con Edison to maintain and upgrade the city’s power grid, an investigation 
he says could shed light on other national infrastructure issues.

The outage comes on the anniversary of the 1977 New York City outage that left most of the city with-
out power.

Thousands of people crowded the streets Saturday evening, using their cellphones as flashlights while 
they tried to stay cool amid the humid July evening, where temperatures hit the low 80s.

For hours before the power flickered back on, doormen stood with flashlights in the darkened entrances 
of upscale apartment buildings along Central Park West, directing residents up flights of stairs. Police and 
deployed troopers directed traffic at intersections to the soundtrack of sirens and horns, while people 
in the neighborhood known as Hell’s Kitchen took it upon themselves to guide traffic in the absence of 
stoplights and walking signals.

In the theater district, marquees darkened just before evening performances were set to begin. Most 
Broadway musicals and plays canceled their Saturday evening shows, though some cast members staged 
impromptu performances in the street.

Jennifer Lopez’s concert at Madison Square Garden was cut short in the middle of her fourth song of 
the night, although officials at Penn Station below used backup generators to keep the lights on. Madison 
Square Garden, Carnegie Hall and the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts were all evacuated.

Lopez later tweeted that she would reschedule the stop on her “It’s My Party” tour for Monday night at 
the same venue.

Hong Kong police fight with protesters amid rising tensions
By DAKE KANG and KATIE TAM Associated Press

HONG KONG (AP) — Police in Hong Kong fought with protesters on Sunday as they broke up a demon-
stration by thousands of people demanding the resignation of the semi-autonomous Chinese territory’s 
chief executive and an investigation into complaints of police violence.

The protest in the northern district of Sha Tin was peaceful for most of the day, but scuffles broke out 
when police started clearing streets after nightfall. Some protesters retreated into a shopping complex 
where they and police hit each other with clubs and umbrellas.

Police appeared to arrest some people, but reporters couldn’t see how many. The violence wound down 
toward midnight as the remaining protesters left the area.
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The demonstration added to an outpouring of grievances this year against the former British colony’s 

leaders. Critics complain they are eroding Hong Kong’s freedoms and autonomy and are more responsive 
to the Beijing government than to the territory’s people. The mainland promised Hong Kong a “high degree 
of autonomy” for 50 years after its 1997 return to China.

Police on Saturday broke up a protest in a separate area of Hong Kong complaining about an influx of 
mainland traders.

On Sunday, some protesters called for genuinely democratic voting in Hong Kong elections. A few de-
manded independence.

Organizers said 110,000 protesters took part, while police put the number at 28,000, according to broad-
caster RTHK.

A government statement said the afternoon march was “peaceful and orderly” but that afterward some 
protesters “violently assaulted police officers.”

“Society will absolutely not tolerate such violent acts,” the statement said.
The protests began last month in opposition to a proposed extradition law but have swelled to include 

complaints about an influx of mainland Chinese into Hong Kong and that Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s 
government fails to address the needs of its people.

Communist authorities have tried to discredit the protesters by saying unidentified “Western forces” are 
inciting them to destabilize Hong Kong. Protesters deny foreigners have had any role in the demonstrations.

On Sunday, protesters demanded an investigation into complaints that police assaulted participants in 
earlier demonstrations against the extradition law.

Starting at about 3 p.m., they filled three streets radiating out from an intersection in Sha Tin, a crowded 
neighborhood of office and apartment buildings, shopping malls and hotels. Some carried signs reading 
“Police Are Liars.” Other signs read “Defend Hong Kong.”

At about 8:30 p.m., police in green fatigues with helmets and shields cleared the streets by walking 
shoulder-to-shoulder toward the intersection. Some protesters threw bricks but most withdrew peacefully 
and watched the police.

Many protesters appeared to leave the area, while others entered the shopping-and-apartment complex 
at the intersection. Reporters couldn’t see how many protesters still were in the area.

Inside the complex, protesters threw umbrellas — a symbol of the protests — and water bottles.
The violence wound down as most of the remaining protesters fled to an adjacent subway station and 

left aboard crowded trains.
Some protesters on Sunday carried American, British or colonial-era Hong Kong flags.
“I think there is now a huge problem on how the police enforce the law,” said Nelson Yip, a protester 

in his 40s.
Lam’s government suspended action last month on the extradition bill. It would have allowed Hong Kong 

crime suspects to be transferred to the mainland, where the ruling Communist Party controls the court 
system.

Lam apologized for her handling of the legislation, but critics are demanding she resign.
“Carrie Lam has been hiding,” said Yip. “She has made many promises but she has not been able to 

fulfill them. There is no sign she is going to fulfill them.”
On Saturday, police used clubs and tear gas to break up a crowd of mostly young protesters who called 

for tighter control on mainland traders who visit Hong Kong. Critics say they are improperly undercutting 
Hong Kong businesses.

“The police seem to have become even more violent,” said Peggie Cheung, 59, who joined Sunday’s 
protest. “Coming out on the streets feels like a responsibility to me.”

In a separate demonstration earlier Sunday, a group representing Hong Kong journalists marched to 
Lam’s office on Hong Kong Island to highlight complaints that police beat and obstructed reporters at 
earlier demonstrations.

“It seems that they have deliberately targeted the journalists,” said Chris Yeung, chairman of the Hong 
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Kong Journalists Association.

Police issued a statement promising better training for officers and communication with reporters.
“There is room for improvement,” the statement said. It promised “appropriate follow up actions” for 

complaints of mistreatment.

Gulf Coast keeps guard up as Barry continues drenching
By REBECCA SANTANA and JONATHAN DREW Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Tropical Storm Barry dumped rain as it slowly swept inland through Gulf Coast 
states Sunday, appearing to spare New Orleans a direct hit, but stoking fears elsewhere of flooding, up-
rooted trees, and prolonged power outages.

Mississippi’s capital city braced for possible flash flooding after up to 3 inches (7.6 centimeters) of rain 
fell in the Jackson area before dawn Sunday — and more was on the way. That prompted the National 
Weather Service to issue a flash flood warning for the city and some of its suburbs.

President Donald Trump asked people across the region to keep their guard up, saying on Twitter Sunday: 
“A big risk of major flooding in large parts of Louisiana and all across the Gulf Coast. Please be very careful!”

Forecasters warned of a continued threat of storm surge and heavy rains as the center of the storm 
trudged inland and rain bands along its back half moved onshore. The U.S. National Hurricane Center said 
Sunday parts of south-central Louisiana could still have rainfall totals of up to 12 inches (30 centimeters), 
with isolated pockets of 15 inches (38 centimeters).

“This rainfall is expected to lead to dangerous, life-threatening flooding,” forecasters wrote in an advisory 
Sunday morning.

Still, the storm had not inundated New Orleans as feared. Forecasters downgraded rainfall estimates 
for the city through Sunday to between 2 to 4 inches (5 to 10 centimeters). Earlier forecasts of quadruple 
that amount had raised concerns that water pumps strengthened after Hurricane Katrina would be over-
whelmed. In a sign that the city was returning to normal, flights were resuming Sunday at its airport.

Around Louisiana on Saturday, Barry flooded highways, forced people to scramble to rooftops and dumped 
heavy rain as it made landfall near Intracoastal City, about 160 miles (257 kilometers) west of New Orleans. 
Coast Guard helicopters rescued a dozen people and two pets from flooded areas of Terrebonne Parish, 
south of New Orleans, some of them from rooftops, on Saturday, a spokeswoman said. Downpours also 
lashed coastal Alabama and Mississippi.

After briefly becoming a Category 1 hurricane, the system weakened to a tropical storm, the National 
Hurricane Center said. By Sunday morning, its maximum sustained winds had fallen to 40 mph (65 kph).

None of the main levees on the Mississippi River failed or were breached, and they were expected to 
hold up through the storm, Gov. John Bel Edwards said. But a levee in Terrebonne Parish was overtopped 
by water for part of the day, officials said.

About 125,000 customers in Louisiana and another 6,800 customers in Mississippi were without power 
Sunday, according to poweroutage.us.

Carrie Cuchens, who lost power at her home southeast of Lafayette, said crews were out working to 
remove trees that fell on power lines. Forecasters say the area could see 2 inches (5 centimeters) of ad-
ditional rain on Sunday, but Cuchens didn’t think her or her neighbors’ homes would flood.

“There’s certainly water, certainly a lot of water, and as it continues to rain there’s always that concern,” 
she said.

She said that she, her husband and her adult daughter stocked up Friday on bread, water, and other 
food essentials ahead of the storm.

Another worry is that large trees could topple because of the saturated ground.
“If this rain sits on top of us, the ground of course now is already saturated,” she said. “The roots are 

so saturated that if any wind, or any kind of shift happens, they’re easier to come up out of the ground. 
It’s not snapping limbs - it’s the whole entire tree. We have 100-year-old trees back here.”

Barry was expected to continue weakening and become a tropical depression Sunday, moving over 
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Arkansas on Sunday night and Monday. But forecasts showed the storm on a path toward Chicago that 
would swell the Mississippi River basin.

___
Drew reported from Raleigh, North Carolina. Contributing to this report were Associated Press writers 

Kevin McGill in New Orleans; Jay Reeves in Baton Rouge; Juan Lozano in Lafayette; Rogelio Solis in Morgan 
City; and Jeff Martin in Atlanta.

___
For the latest on Tropical Storm Barry, visit https://apnews.com/Hurricanes .

Leave the US, Trump tells liberal Democratic congresswomen
By CALVIN WOODWARD Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump on Sunday assailed a group of Democratic congress-
women of color as foreign-born troublemakers who should go back to the “broken and crime infested 
places from which they came,” ignoring the fact that the women are American citizens and all but one 
was born in the U.S.

Trump’s tweets drew a sharp rebuke from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who said the president wants 
to “make America white again.” Republican Rep. Justin Amash of Michigan, a Trump critic who recently 
took steps to leave his party, called the remarks “racist and disgusting.”

Trump was almost certainly referring to Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York and her allies in 
what’s become known as the squad. The others are Reps. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota, Ayanna Pressley of 
Massachusetts and Rashida Tlaib of Michigan. Only Omar, from Somalia, is foreign-born.

With his remarks, Trump again inserted himself into a rift between Pelosi and the liberal congresswomen, 
after offering an unsolicited defense of the Democratic speaker days earlier. Pelosi has been seeking to 
minimize Ocasio-Cortez’s influence in recent days, prompting Ocasio-Cortez to accuse Pelosi of trying to 
marginalize women of color. “She is not a racist,” Trump said Friday.

On Sunday, Trump’s tone changed.
“So interesting to see ‘Progressive’ Democrat Congresswomen, who originally came from countries whose 

governments are a complete and total catastrophe, the worst, most corrupt and inept anywhere in the 
world (if they even have a functioning government at all), now loudly and viciously telling the people of 
the United States, the greatest and most powerful Nation on earth, how our government is to be run,” 
he said in tweets. “Why don’t they go back and help fix the totally broken and crime infested places from 
which they came.”

He added: “These places need your help badly, you can’t leave fast enough. I’m sure that Nancy Pelosi 
would be very happy to quickly work out free travel arrangements!”

Ocasio-Cortez, who is of Puerto Rican descent, was born in the Bronx, New York, and raised in suburban 
Westchester County.

Pressley, the first black woman elected to the House from Massachusetts, was born in Cincinnati.
Omar, the first Somali native elected to Congress and one of its first Muslim women, was born in Somalia 

but spent much of her childhood in a Kenyan refugee camp as civil war tore apart her home country. She 
immigrated to the United States at age 12, teaching herself English by watching American TV and eventu-
ally settling with her family in Minneapolis.

Tlaib was born in Detroit.
___
Associated Press writer Hope Yen contributed to this report.

Trump’s immigration sweeps in major cities expected to begin
CHICAGO (AP) — The Trump administration’s nationwide crackdown on immigrants is expected to begin 

this weekend, targeting migrant families in cities across the country.
The sweeps were expected to start Sunday, but New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio tweeted Saturday 
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that the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency had already taken action in New York.

Immigrant communities have been on edge since President Donald Trump’s administration announced 
plans for the operation, inflaming the political debate over immigration. The American Civil Liberties Union 
filed a pre-emptive lawsuit Thursday that aims to protect asylum seekers. Activists held demonstrations 
and advocates coached immigrants on their rights.

Administration officials have said that the coordinated action will target about 2,000 people with final 
deportation orders in major cities, including Chicago, Los Angeles, New York and Miami.

Police: 69-year-old man dies after attacking migrant jail
TACOMA, Wash. (AP) — A 69-year-old man armed with a rifle threw incendiary devices at an immigration 

jail in Washington state early Saturday morning, then was found dead after four police officers arrived and 
opened fire, authorities said.

The Tacoma Police Department said the officers responded about 4 a.m. to the privately run Tacoma 
Northwest Detention Center, a U.S. Department of Homeland Security detention facility that holds mi-
grants pending deportation proceedings. The detention center has also held immigration-seeking parents 
separated from their children under President Donald Trump’s “zero tolerance” policy, an effort meant to 
deter illegal immigration.

The shooting took place about six hours after a peaceful rally in front of the detention center, police 
spokesman Loretta Cool said.

On Saturday night, the Pierce County Medical Examiner’s Office identified the man as Willem Van Spron-
sen of Vashon Island, the Tacoma News-Tribune and the Seattle Times reported.

Police said Van Spronsen caused a vehicle to catch fire and that he attempted to ignite a large propane 
tank and set buildings on fire. Police said that besides the rifle, he had a satchel and flares.

Police said officers called out to Van Spronsen, and shots were fired.
Cool said all four officers fired their weapons, but she didn’t have specific details of what took place. She 

said the officers weren’t wearing body cameras, but the area is covered by surveillance cameras from the 
detention center. She said she didn’t know if the man fired at the officers.

After the gunfire, officers took cover, contained the area and set up medical aid a short distance away, 
police said.

Officers then located Van Spronsen and determined he had been shot and was dead at the scene.
Authorities say investigators are processing the scene and police are continuing to investigate. No law 

enforcement officers were injured. The four Tacoma police officers who fired their weapons have been 
placed on paid administrative leave as is standard in officer-involved shootings.

A friend of Van Spronsen said that she thinks he wanted to provoke a fatal conflict, the Seattle Times 
reported.

Deb Bartley, who told the Times she has been a friend of Willem Van Spronsen’s for about 20 years, 
described him as an anarchist and anti-fascist, and believes his attack on the detention center intending 
to provoke a fatal conflict.

“He was ready to end it,” Bartley said. “I think this was a suicide. But then he was able to kind of do 
it in a way that spoke to his political beliefs . I know he went down there knowing he was going to die.”

She said that she and other friends of Van Spronsen got letters in the mail “just saying goodbye.” He also 
wrote what she referred to as a manifesto, which she declined to discuss in detail, the Times reported.

Van Spronsen was accused of assaulting a police officer during a protest outside the detention center in 
2018, The News-Tribune reported. According to court documents, he lunged at the officer and wrapped his 
arms around the officer’s neck and shoulders, as the officer was trying to detain a 17-year-old protester 
June 26, 2018, the newspaper reported.

According to court documents, police handcuffed Van Spronsen and found that he had a collapsible 
baton and a folding knife in his pocket.  Van Spronsen pleaded guilty to the charge of obstructing police, 
and was given a deferred sentence in October, the News-Tribune reported.
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GEO Group, which runs the 1,575-bed Northwest Detention Center, in an email to The Associated Press 

said baseless accusations about how detainees are treated at its facilities “have led to misplaced aggres-
sion and a dangerous environment for our employees, whose safety is our top priority. Violence of any 
kind against our employees and property will not be tolerated. We are thankful for the quick and brave 
action by the Tacoma Police Department, which prevented innocent lives from being endangered.”

GEO Group said the detention center in Tacoma has modern amenities with air conditioning, recreational 
activities, a bed for every individual and medical care available at all hours.

Last year, a federal judge ruled that Washington state could pursue its lawsuit seeking to force GEO 
Group to pay minimum wage for work done by detainees at the detention center.

In November, a Russian asylum-seeker who conducted a hunger strike to protest the conditions at the 
detention center died by suicide, the Pierce County Medical Examiner’s Office ruled.

Mergensana Amar, 40, was taken off life support after attempting to kill himself while in voluntary pro-
tective custody at the detention center on Nov. 15, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement said.

Iran spy TV show glorifies hard-liners imprisoning reporter
By JON GAMBRELL Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — The Farsi caption has unfurled across the black screen of a channel of Iranian 
state television every night for days now, promising viewers that what they are about to witness is “based 
on a real case.”

But the slick graphics, chase scenes and gunfights of “Gando” serve a far different purpose — trying 
to offer justification of Iran’s detention, closed-door trial and imprisonment of Washington Post journalist 
Jason Rezaian.

The case of Rezaian, who was freed in 2016 after 544 days in a prisoner swap between the U.S. and 
Iran just as Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers came into force, showed how the Islamic Republic 
can grab those with Western ties to use in negotiations. It’s a practice recounted by human rights groups, 
U.N. investigators and the families of those detained.

“Gando” instead offers a farcical fever dream of conspiracies — from a chador-wearing sniper opening 
fire to a White House infiltrated by a blond Iranian female spy who works under a portrait of George Wash-
ington. It encourages suspicion of the U.S., journalists and anyone leaning too closely to the West amid 
heightened tensions between Tehran and President Donald Trump over the unraveling nuclear deal. That 
includes Iran’s Foreign Ministry and, by extension, President Hassan Rouhani, who reached the accord.

“Today, it is easier to tell a story of foreign meddling because of the way Trump pulled out of the nuclear 
accord despite Iran’s compliance and then reinstated harsh sanctions,” said Narges Bajoghli, an assistant 
professor at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies who studies the inter-
sections of culture and power in Iran. “It is easier to tell a story of ‘no matter what we do, foreign powers 
want to see Iran weakened.’”

The 30-episode “Gando,” which refers to the name of an alligator indigenous to Iran, has all the trap-
pings of an American police or spy procedural.

Beautiful operatives sit in front of high-tech computer monitors showing surveillance footage and drone 
shots, graphics far better than those typically seen on a state TV series. A wise old commander’s fashion 
sense, while Iranian, nods toward Mark Harmon’s character on the long-running American serial “NCIS.”

But reality soon gets tossed aside as it focuses on Michael Hashemian, whose last name rhymes with 
Rezaian’s. He’s not just a reporter for the fictitious Eye of the World newspaper. He’s a super spy who 
somehow gets a meeting from President Barack Obama in 2013 and an appointment to be the first U.S. 
ambassador to Iran after the country’s Islamic Republic is overthrown. (Obama’s letter, flashed on the screen 
with the former president’s signature, erroneously puts the Islamic Revolution in 1978, instead of 1979.)

Gunfights ensue, including one in which a woman in a chador tosses aside a blanket for a sniper rifle to 
shoot someone in the leg. Hashemian is arrested, kept in a prison cell the size of a small Tehran apart-
ment, and later tells his captors “during this period I’ve grown a lot fatter” from all the good food during 
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his incarceration.

Reality, obviously, is a different thing.
Rezaian was arrested July 22, 2014, in Tehran alongside his wife, reporter Yeganeh Salehi, at gunpoint 

in a night raid. Despite being an accredited journalist for The Washington Post with permission to live 
and work in Iran, Rezaian was taken to Tehran’s Evin prison and later convicted in a closed trial before a 
Revolutionary Court on still-unexplained espionage charges.

“They held him in prolonged solitary confinement, deprived him of sleep, aggressively and relentlessly 
interrogated him, denied him basic medical treatment for serious and painful illnesses and infections, and 
threatened him with dismemberment, execution and other forms of cruel and unusual physical torture,” 
his U.S. federal court lawsuit against Iran reads. “They also threatened to maim and kill his wife Yeganeh 
and other family members.”

The U.N. Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions in 2015 also highlighted his case.
“During the interrogations, he was typically hooded when transported between his cell and the inter-

rogation room, and his interrogators used isolation and threats of physical harm to Mr. Rezaian’s wife in 
unsuccessful attempts to force him to confess to crimes which he did not commit,” the group’s report 
said. “The source states that Mr. Rezaian has been humiliated, mistreated and deprived of the most basic 
facilities, including access to a bathroom, at various points during his detention.”

While detained, Rezaian suffered “dramatic weight loss, respiratory problems and chronic infections of 
the eye and urinary tract,” the report added. It notes interrogators used an unsuccessful job application 
to the Obama-Biden transition team in 2008 — offering to “break down barriers” in U.S.-Iran relations — 
and an effort to secure his wife a U.S. visa as evidence of espionage.

A prisoner swap in January 2016 as Iran’s nuclear deal came into force saw Rezaian and three other 
Iranian-Americans freed. The U.S. also made a $400 million cash delivery to Iran, something “Gando” 
gleefully recounts with pallets of cash near a private jet at Tehran’s Mehrabad airport.

“You’re being freed in exchange for hard cash,” an Iranian intelligence officer in the series tells Hashemian.
The show also makes Iran’s Foreign Ministry look inept amid the negotiations, as only the intelligence 

operatives made sure to get the money for the prisoner release.
The characterization of the Foreign Ministry, including Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, even 

came up at a weekly news conference held by the ministry’s spokesman, who acknowledged he watched 
the show and called it “not a bad series based on the special effects.”

“They said this is based on a true story. There are so many documents in the Foreign Ministry about 
our negotiations on this issue,” Abbas told journalists. “If they asked us, we would have provided them to 
them to make the show much more realistic.”

The show’s vision is clearly embraced by its actors. Payam Dehkordi, who plays Hashemian as a sweating 
and conniving conman, told Iran’s semi-official ISNA news agency that he believed Rezaian was “definitely 
a spy” after the U.S. made the cash exchange.

“If Jason Rezaian was not a spy, John Kerry would not have welcomed him, and Obama would not have 
held a luncheon for Rezaian,” Dehkordi reportedly said.

To date, other Westerners remain held in Iran.
State television aired a segment this week showing the actors manning a call center, receiving messages 

from happy fans of “Gando.” The director said they planned a second series.
___
Follow Jon Gambrell on Twitter at www.twitter.com/jongambrellAP .

No lights, big city: Power outage KOs Broadway, Times Square
By VERENA DOBNIK and ALI SWENSON Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A power outage crippled the tourist-filled heart of Manhattan just as Saturday night 
Broadway shows were set to go on, sending theater-goers spilling into siren-filled streets, knocking out 
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Times Square’s towering electronic screens and bringing subway lines to a near halt.

Electricity was restored to customers and businesses in midtown Manhattan and the Upper West Side 
by about midnight.

Con Edison CEO John McAvoy said a problem at a substation caused the power failure at 6:47 p.m., af-
fecting 73,000 customers for more than three hours along a 30-block stretch from Times Square to 72nd 
Street and Broadway, and spreading to Rockefeller Center.

McAvoy said the exact cause of the blackout would not be known until an investigation is completed.
The temperature was in the low 80s as the sun set, but not as steaming as Manhattan can get in July, 

challenging the city’s power grid.
Power went out early Saturday evening at much of Rockefeller Center, reaching the Upper West Side 

and knocking out traffic lights.
A big cheer went up among Upper West Side residents when power flickered back on at about 10:30 

p.m. For hours before that, doormen stood with flashlights in the darkened entrances of upscale apart-
ment buildings along Central Park West, directing residents to walk up flights of stairs to their apartments, 
with all elevators out.

Police directed traffic at intersections as pedestrians and bikes weaved through the dark.
The outage comes on the anniversary of the 1977 New York City outage that left most of the city with-

out power.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said in a statement that although no injuries were reported “the fact that it hap-

pened at all is unacceptable.” He said the state Department of Public Service will investigate.
He said the outage poses a safety risk.
“You just can’t have a power outage of this magnitude in this city” Cuomo said. “It is too dangerous, the 

potential for public safety risk and chaos is too high, we just can’t have a system that does that, it’s that 
simple at the end of the day.”

Most Broadway musicals and plays canceled their Saturday evening shows, including “Hadestown,” which 
last month won the Tony Award for best musical. Several cast members from the musical “Come From 
Away” held an impromptu performance in the street outside the theater for disappointed audience members.

Emily Totero, 30, planned to bring out-of-town guests to see “Moulin Rouge.” But once they got to the 
theater district, they saw the power go out.

“You could see all the theater lights across the street, all the marquees went out. That’s what we noticed 
first,” she said.

The outage also hit Madison Square Garden, where Jennifer Lopez was performing Saturday night. At-
tendees said the concert went dark about 9:30 p.m. in the middle of Lopez’s fourth song of the night. 
The arena was later evacuated. And at Penn Station, officials were using backup generators to keep the 
lights on.

Both Carnegie Hall and the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts were evacuated.
When the lights went out early Saturday evening, thousands of people streamed out of darkened Man-

hattan buildings, crowding Broadway next to bumper-to-bumper traffic amid emergency vehicle sirens 
and honking car horns.

People in the neighborhood commonly known as Hell’s Kitchen began directing traffic themselves as 
stoplights and walking signs went dark.

Ginger Tidwell, a dance teacher and Upper West Side resident, was about to order at a West Side diner 
on Broadway and West 69th Street just before 7 p.m.

“When the lights started flickering, and then were out, we got up and left, walking up Broadway with 
all the traffic lights out and businesses dark,” she said.

But once they got to West 72nd Street, they found another diner that was open and had power.
“It was still sunny and everyone just came out to the street because they lost power and air conditioning; 

it was super-crowded,” she said. “Everyone was hanging out on the street on a nice night. All you could 
hear was firetrucks up and down Broadway. All of Broadway was without traffic lights.”

Underground, the entire subway system was affected. Maxwell Young, a spokesman for the Metropolitan 
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Transportation Authority, said four Manhattan stations were closed to the public — at Columbus Circle, 
Rockefeller Center, Hudson Yards and Fifth Avenue at 53rd Street. But he said train operators were able 
to manually change the signals and bring at least one car into stations so passengers could get off.

Karen Janowsky, a vendor selling ponchos at a street fair on Sixth Avenue in Rockefeller Center, got 
caught in the blackout just as she was wrapping up for the day and taking some of the goods to her car 
parked in a garage two blocks away on West 49th Street. That kept her from driving her car to get the 
tables, chairs and racks — all gone before she could rush back to get them

“I was alone and I couldn’t get to everything, so they stole my stuff,” she said, adding that she had no 
idea who the people who took her things may have been. “It was chaos, with fire engines and people 
packing the streets. When the lights went out, I was one minute from getting my car in the garage.”

She lost about $400 worth of setup equipment for her goods.
“I’ve been stranded for the last three hours,” Janowsky. “I have another fair tomorrow, and I don’t know 

what I’m going to do.”
___
Associated Press reporters Michael Sisak and Leezel Tanglao contributed to this report.

Islamic extremist attack on Somali hotel leaves 26 dead
By ABDI GULED Associated Press

MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) — Islamic extremists blew up the gate of a Somali hotel with a car bomb and 
took over the building for more than 14 hours, leaving 26 people dead before Somali forces who besieged 
the hotel overnight killed the attackers. The victims included a prominent Canadian-Somali journalist .

Three Kenyans, three Tanzanians, two Americans and a Briton also were among the dead, said Ahmed 
Madobe, the president of Jubbaland regional state which controls Kismayo. Fifty-six people, including two 
Chinese, were injured in the hotel attack, he told reporters.

At least four al-Shabab assailants attacked the Asasey Hotel Friday evening, beginning with a suicide 
car bomb at the entrance gate and followed by an assault by gunmen who stormed the hotel, which is 
frequented by politicians, patrons and lawmakers.

The attack lasted more than 14 hours before troops shot dead all attackers inside the hotel compound, 
Col. Abdiqadir Nur, a local police officer, told The Associated Press.

Somalia’s Islamic extremist rebels, al-Shabab, claimed responsibility for the attack. Al-Shabab, which 
is allied to al-Qaida, often uses car bombs to infiltrate heavily fortified targets like the hotel in Kismayo, 
which has been relatively quiet in recent years.

The attack is a blow to the Somalia government’s efforts to hold nation-wide, one-person one-vote 
elections next year.

Security officials cordoned off the site of the attack and prevented journalists from taking photos or 
video of the damaged hotel and in some cases destroyed journalists’ cameras. Government officials have 
not been available for further interviews.

Canadian journalist Hodan Nalayeh and her husband, Farid Jama Suleiman, died in the attack, Mogadishu-
based independent radio station Radio Dalsan confirmed to AP.

“I’m absolutely devastated by the news of the death of our dear sister Hodan Nalayeh and her husband 
in a terrorist attack in Somalia today. What a loss to us. Her beautiful spirit shined through her work and 
the way she treated people,” Omar Suleiman, a Texas-based imam who knew the victim, wrote on social 
media.

Nalayeh was born in Somalia in 1976, but spent most of her life in Canada, first in Alberta and then in 
Toronto. She founded Integration TV, an international web-based video production company aimed at 
Somali viewers around the world. She was the first Somali woman media owner in the world.

Canadian Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Ahmed Hussen mourned Hodan Nalayeh’s 
death on Twitter, saying she “highlighted the community’s positive stories and contributions in Canada” 
through her work as a journalist. “We mourn her loss deeply, and all others killed in the #KismayoAttack,” 
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he wrote.

Nalayeh’s endless “positivity” and “love for people” was inspiring, said Canada’s New Democratic Party 
leader Andrea Horwath on Twitter.

“In Ontario, Hodan launched @IntegrationTV to tell the beautiful stories of the Somali Diaspora, and 
took that same humanity and love to her reporting and storytelling in Somalia. My thoughts are with her 
family, and the victims of the #Kismayo attack during this horrific time.”

A top official of the African Union condemned the attack.
“This is an attack meant to derail progress in Somalia as the country rebuilds and consolidates the 

gains made on peace and security,” said Francisco Madeira, special representative of the chairman of the 
African Union Commission. “Somalia has made tremendous progress in seizing territory and pushing out 
the terrorists from many places across the country.”

He said the African Union’s multinational force in Somalia will continue to work to stabilize the country.
___
AP journalist Natalie Schachar contributed from Mexico City.
___
Follow Africa news at https://twitter.com/AP_Africa

Barr: Justice Dept. is ‘all in’ on criminal justice overhaul
By MICHAEL BALSAMO Associated Press

EDGEFIELD, S.C. (AP) — Leroy Nolan has spent the last 26 years behind bars at a federal prison for a 
drug conviction. In the prison factory, he works making T-shirts, backpacks and other products that are 
later sold to government agencies, nonprofits and others.

But what has become a decades-long routine for Nolan behind the barbed wire, steel gates and concrete 
walls of FCI Edgefield, a prison in rural South Carolina, will all change on Friday when he walks out the 
front door. The 67-year-old is among about 2,200 federal inmates who will be released that day by the 
federal Bureau of Prisons under a criminal justice reform measure signed into law last year by President 
Donald Trump.

The measure, known as the First Step Act, gives judges more discretion when sentencing some drug 
offenders, eases mandatory minimum sentences and encourages inmates to participate in programs de-
signed to reduce the risk of recidivism, with credits that can be used to gain an earlier release.

On a visit this past week to Edgefield — a facility with a medium-security prison and minimum-security 
camp — Attorney General William Barr took a firsthand look at some of the programs in place, from com-
puter skills to cooking, auto mechanic training and factory work. He met with prison staff and a handful 
of inmates, including some who will be released early under the First Step Act.

Barr’s visit signaled a major policy shift since his first stint as attorney general in the early 1990s, when 
he exuded a tough-on-crime approach, advocating for more severe penalties, building more prisons and 
using laws to keep some criminals behind bars longer. Barr has said he will fully support and carry out 
the law.

Trump has touted the overhaul as a rare bipartisan effort to address concerns that too many Ameri-
cans were imprisoned for nonviolent crimes as a result of the drug war. The president’s son-in-law, Jared 
Kushner, helped persuade him to get behind the measure and clashed with former Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, who did not see criminal justice reform as a top priority.

In the culinary skills class at Edgefield, the aspiring chefs told Barr about how they earn restaurant-level 
food preparedness and safety certificates so they can immediately try to find work once they are released.

Inmate-chef Eddie Montgomery helped prepare a spread of chicken, blackened fish, green beans and 
mashed potatoes, which he offered to Barr, while explaining how the program was “top notch.”

“It’s delicious,” the attorney general said, as he chomped down.
During a tour that lasted nearly three hours, Barr also met with a prison psychologist, inmates who act 

as mentors in faith and drug-treatment programs, and with instructors who help prisoners create resumes 
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and participate in job fairs. Passing through the narrow hallways, Barr peeked through the windows of 
some classrooms where inmates were completing computer skills and GED programs. In one room, where 
older computers and typewriters lined the walls, Barr chatted about re-entry programs and heard from 
mentors who teach their fellow inmates how to prepare for the job interviews.

But some of the prison’s programs — like the culinary arts and auto repair programs — tend to be very 
popular among inmates and have wait lists. As he walked through Edgefield, Barr told Hugh Hurwitz, the 
acting director of the Bureau of Prisons, they needed to make sure there were enough programs available 
to a wide swath of inmates.

“We’re focusing on building on the programs, the re-entry programs we need, and getting the funding 
to do it,” Barr said in an interview this past week with The Associated Press.

For inmates like Nolan, who was first sentenced in 1994 to life behind bars before it was reduced to 
more than 30 years, the First Step Act is a welcome reform. He’s set to be released Friday after serving 
about 85% of his sentence.

“I made the mistake of getting into drugs,” Nolan told Barr and the state’s two senators, Tim Scott and 
Lindsey Graham, who accompanied the attorney general on the Edgefield tour. “You’re good role models.”

The Justice Department has been working to meet the deadlines set by Congress for the First Step Act 
and is expected to unveil a risk-assessment tool this week that will help to evaluate federal inmates and 
ultimately could speed up their release.

Barr said the Justice Department and the Bureau of Prisons are both “all in in terms of making it work.”
“I’m impressed with how it’s going,” Barr said of the First Step Act’s implementation. “While there are 

a few things I probably would have done a little bit different, I generally support the thrust of the First 
Step Act.”

Under the resentencing provisions of the law, more than 1,600 inmates have qualified for a reduced 
sentence and more than 1,100 have already been released, a Justice Department official said. This is in 
addition to the 2,200 to be released on Friday after earning credits.

Advocates have called for stronger oversight of the implementation by both the Bureau of Prisons and 
the Justice Department and say Congress and the Trump administration need to fully commit to providing 
the necessary funding.

“We have concerns it might not be implemented appropriately,” said Inimai Chettiar, legislative and policy 
director at the Justice Action Network.

“The sentencing provisions are things that are much more clear cut,” she said. “The people who are 
already put in prison and are trying to get out by participating in programs, those programs also need to 
be funded too. If there’s no funding it is going to severely limit the ability for the federal government to 
reduce their prison population.”

Jeffrey Epstein’s New Mexico ranch linked to investigation
By MARY HUDETZ Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — At the center of Jeffrey Epstein’s secluded New Mexico ranch sits a sprawl-
ing residence the financier built decades ago — complete with plans for a 4,000-square-foot (372-square-
meter) courtyard, a living room roughly the size of the average American home and a nearby private 
airplane runway.

Known as the Zorro Ranch, the high-desert property is now tied to an investigation that the state at-
torney general’s office says it has opened into Epstein with plans to forward findings to federal authorities 
in New York.

Epstein, who pleaded not guilty this week to federal sex trafficking charges in New York, has not faced 
criminal charges in New Mexico. But the scandal surrounding him has still sent a jolt through the rural 
southwestern state as it comes under scrutiny for laws that allowed him to avoid registering as a sex of-
fender following a guilty plea a decade ago in Florida.

“New Mexico continues to lag behind the rest of the country in strengthening outdated and weak laws 
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that fail to protect our children from abuse,” New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas said in an 
emailed statement to The Associated Press. “This is a huge black eye for our state.”

In addition to confirming his office had interviewed possible victims of Epstein who visited his ranch south 
of Santa Fe, Balderas’ spokesman also said Friday that the attorney general would renew his push for 
legislation requiring anyone with a sex trafficking conviction to register as a sex offender in New Mexico.

In 2008, Epstein pleaded guilty in Florida to state charges of soliciting a minor for prostitution under an 
agreement that required him to spend 13 months in jail and register as a sex offender. The agreement 
has been widely criticized for secretly ending a federal sex abuse investigation involving at least 40 teen-
age girls at the time that could have landed him behind bars for life.

Labor Secretary Alexander Acosta said Friday he’s stepping down amid the tumult over his handling of 
the 2008 deal with Epstein. Acosta was the U.S. attorney in Miami when he oversaw the non-prosecution 
agreement.

The indictment filed in New York this week accuses Epstein of paying girls hundreds of dollars in cash 
for massages and then molesting them at his homes in Palm Beach, Florida, and New York from 2002 
through 2005. The charges carry the potential for up to 45 years in prison.

In New Mexico, the attorney general said he has been in touch with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the 
Southern District of New York. Balderas’ office has not said, however, how many accusers his office has 
interviewed and he has not elaborated on what they say took place at the ranch.

In a 2015 court filing in Florida, a plaintiff in a lawsuit against Epstein said she had been abused at several 
locations, including the New Mexico property.

Records show Epstein purchased the ranch, valued by county officials at over $12 million, from the family 
of former Gov. Bruce King, who died 10 years ago. A 1995 Santa Fe New Mexican story about his plans to 
build a mansion on the property said the home would be 26,700 square feet (2,480 square meters) with 
a 2,100-square-foot (195-square-meter) living room.

Aerial images of the property show an airplane hangar and landing strip. Closer to the east edge of the 
property, several structures that appear to serve as small homes and stables stand in public view.

The King family still owns land surrounding much of Epstein’s ranch near the town of Stanley, a rural 
outpost on the plains that stretch east of the Sandia Mountains.

Gary King, the son of the former governor, was the state attorney general from 2007 to 2015, and was 
among a handful of candidates in the state who returned Epstein campaign donations.

King had received $15,000 from Epstein in 2006 during his first-bid for attorney general, and then re-
ceived $35,000 from firms linked to Epstein in 2014.

Former Gov. Bill Richardson donated $50,000 in 2006 gubernatorial campaign contributions from Epstein 
to charity.

In neighboring Arizona, Epstein donated $50,000 to the University of Arizona in 2017, the Arizona Republic 
newspaper reported Saturday.

Epstein gave the money to the university through his foundation Gratitude America Ltd., the Republic 
and the Daily Beast website reported. The money was designated for a 2017 Science of Consciousness 
conference, the Daily Beast reported.

The university didn’t know of Epstein’s involvement in the foundation, Pam Scott, the university’s associ-
ate vice president of external communications, told the Republic. The university does not plan to return 
the donation, Scott said.

AP Exclusive: New election systems use vulnerable software
By TAMI ABDOLLAH Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pennsylvania’s message was clear: The state was taking a big step to keep its 
elections from being hacked in 2020. Last April, its top election official told counties they had to update 
their systems. So far, nearly 60% have taken action, with $14.15 million of mostly federal funds helping 
counties buy brand-new electoral systems.
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But there’s a problem: Many of these new systems still run on old software that will soon be outdated 

and more vulnerable to hackers.
An Associated Press analysis has found that like many counties in Pennsylvania, the vast majority of 

10,000 election jurisdictions nationwide use Windows 7 or an older operating system to create ballots, 
program voting machines, tally votes and report counts.

That’s significant because Windows 7 reaches its “end of life” on Jan. 14, meaning Microsoft stops pro-
viding technical support and producing “patches” to fix software vulnerabilities, which hackers can exploit. 
In a statement to the AP, Microsoft said Friday it would offer continued Windows 7 security updates for 
a fee through 2023.

Critics say the situation is an example of what happens when private companies ultimately determine 
the security level of election systems with a lack of federal requirements or oversight. Vendors say they 
have been making consistent improvements in election systems. And many state officials say they are 
wary of federal involvement in state and local elections.

It’s unclear whether the often hefty expense of security updates would be paid by vendors operating on 
razor-thin profit margins or cash-strapped jurisdictions. It’s also uncertain if a version running on Windows 
10, which has more security features, can be certified and rolled out in time for primaries.

“That’s a very serious concern,” said J. Alex Halderman, a University of Michigan professor and renowned 
election security expert. He said the country risks repeating “mistakes that we made over the last decade 
or decade-and-a-half when states bought voting machines but didn’t keep the software up-to-date and 
didn’t have any serious provisions” for doing so.

The AP surveyed all 50 states, the District of Columbia and territories, and found multiple battleground 
states affected by the end of Windows 7 support, including Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Florida, Iowa, Indi-
ana, Arizona and North Carolina. Also affected are Michigan, which recently acquired a new system, and 
Georgia, which will announce its new system soon.

“Is this a bad joke?” said Marilyn Marks, executive director of the Coalition for Good Governance, an elec-
tion integrity advocacy organization, upon learning about the Windows 7 issue. Her group sued Georgia 
to get it to ditch its paperless voting machines and adopt a more secure system. Georgia recently piloted 
a system running on Windows 7 that was praised by state officials.

If Georgia selects a system that runs on Windows 7, Marks said, her group will go to court to block the 
purchase. State elections spokeswoman Tess Hammock declined to comment because Georgia hasn’t 
officially selected a vendor.

The election technology industry is dominated by three titans : Omaha, Nebraska-based Election Systems 
and Software LLC; Denver, Colorado-based Dominion Voting Systems Inc.; and Austin, Texas-based Hart 
InterCivic Inc. They make up about 92% of election systems used nationwide, according to a 2017 study 
. All three have worked to win over states newly infused with federal funds and eager for an update.

U.S. officials determined that Russia interfered in the 2016 presidential election and have warned that 
Russia, China and other nations are trying to influence the 2020 elections.

Of the three companies, only Dominion’s newer systems aren’t touched by upcoming Windows software 
issues — though it has election systems acquired from no-longer-existing companies that may run on 
even older operating systems.

Hart’s system runs on a Windows version that reaches its end of life on Oct. 13, 2020, weeks before 
the election.

ES&S said it expects by the fall to be able to offer customers an election system running on Microsoft’s 
current operating system, Windows 10. It’s now being tested by a federally accredited lab.

For jurisdictions that have already purchased systems running on Windows 7, ES&S said it will be working 
with Microsoft to provide support until jurisdictions can update. Windows 10 came out in 2015.

Hart and Dominion didn’t respond to requests for comment.
Microsoft usually releases patches for operating systems monthly, so hackers have learned to target 

older, unsupported systems. Its systems have been ground zero for crippling cyberattacks, including the 
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WannaCry ransomware attack, which froze systems in 200,000 computers across 150 countries in 2017.

For many people, the end of Microsoft 7 support means simply updating. However, for election systems 
the process is more onerous. ES&S and Hart don’t have federally certified systems on Windows 10, and 
the road to certification is long and costly, often taking at least a year and costing six figures.

ES&S, the nation’s largest vendor, completed its latest certification four months ago, using Windows 7. 
Hart’s last certification was May 29 on a Windows version that also won’t be supported by November 2020.

Though ES&S is testing a new system it’s unclear how long it will take to complete the process — federal 
and possible state recertification, plus rolling out updates — and if it will be done before primaries begin 
in February.

Election administrators notoriously suffer from insufficient resources. Recently, many jurisdictions splurged 
on new election systems, some using their portion of $380 million in federal funds provided to states.

Counties in South Dakota, South Carolina and Delaware all recently bought election systems, while many 
others are evaluating purchases.

The use of election systems that still run on Windows 7 “is of concern, and it should be of concern,” said 
U.S. Election Assistance Commission Chair Christy McCormick. EAC develops election system guidelines.

McCormick noted that while election systems aren’t supposed to be connected to the internet, various 
stages of the election process require transfers of information, which could be points of vulnerability for 
attackers. She said some election administrators are working to address the problem.

Officials in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Arizona say they have discussed the software issue with their 
vendors. Other states mentioned in this story didn’t respond to AP requests for comment.

Pennsylvania elections spokeswoman Wanda Murren said contract language allows such a software 
upgrade for free. Arizona elections spokeswoman C. Murphy Hebert said ES&S has also assured the state 
that it will provide support to counties for an upgrade.

Susan Greenhalgh, policy director for the advocacy group National Election Defense Coalition, said even 
the best scenario has election administrators preparing for primaries while trying to upgrade their systems, 
which is “crazy.” Her group shared its concerns about Windows 7 with AP.

Certification, which is voluntary at the federal level but sometimes required by state laws, ensures vendor 
software runs properly on operating systems they’re tested on. But there is no cybersecurity check and 
the process often fails to keep up with rapidly changing technology.

Kevin Skoglund, chief technologist for Citizens for Better Elections, said county election officials point to 
EAC and state certifications as “rock-solid proof” their systems are secure, but don’t realize vendors are 
certifying systems under 2005 standards.

Local officials rely on vendors to build secure systems and EAC and the states to enforce high standards, 
Skoglund said.

After the AP began making inquiries, Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., wrote McCormick asking what EAC, which 
has no regulatory power, is doing to address a “looming election cybersecurity crisis” that essentially lays 
the “red carpet” out to hackers.

“Congress must pass legislation giving the federal government the authority to mandate basic cyberse-
curity for election infrastructure,” Wyden told the AP in a statement.

___
This story has been corrected to fix spelling of Arizona elections spokeswoman C. Murphy Hebert’s last 

name.
___
Follow Tami Abdollah on Twitter at https://twitter.com/latams

Vatican mystery over missing girl deepens as bones are found
By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The mystery of the 1983 disappearance of the 15-year-old daughter of a Vatican 
employee took yet another twist Saturday following excavations this week at a Vatican City cemetery. The 
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Vatican said it had discovered two sets of bones under a stone slab that will be formally opened next week.

The new discovery came after Vatican on Thursday pried open the tombs of two 19th-century German 
princesses in the cemetery of the Pontifical Teutonic College in hopes of finding the remains of Emanuela 
Orlandi.

Orlandi’s family had received a tip that she might be buried there. But the tombs turned out to be empty, 
creating yet another mystery about where the dead princesses were.

The Vatican vowed to keep investigating and noted that any bones in the tombs might have been dis-
placed during structural work carried out on both the college building and a cemetery near St. Peter’s 
Basilica in the 1800s and in more recent decades.

On Saturday, Vatican spokesman Alessandro Gisotti said further searches had centered on the areas 
adjoining the princesses’ tombs. He said investigators had located two ossuaries, or sets of bones, under 
a stone slab manhole covering inside the Teutonic college itself.

He said the area was immediately sealed off and would be opened in the presence of forensic experts 
on July 20.

Gisotti added that the bones were found in two holes carved out of a large stone that was covered by an 
old pavement stone a few meters (yards) behind the princesses’ tombs. That area is now technically inside 
a building of the Teutonic College, after expansion work on the building encroached onto the cemetery field.

The last recorded structural work done on the building and the cemetery was in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Orlandi disappeared in 1983.

She vanished after leaving her family’s Vatican City apartment to go to a music lesson in Rome. Her 
father was a lay employee of the Holy See.

Her case has been one of the enduring mysteries of the Vatican, kept alive by the Italian media and a 
quest by her brother to find answers. Over the years, her disappearance has been linked to everything from 
the plot to kill St. John Paul II to the financial scandal of the Vatican bank and Rome’s criminal underworld.

The last major twist in the case came in 2012, when Italian forensic police exhumed the body of a 
reputed mobster from the crypt of a Roman basilica in hopes of finding Orlandi’s remains as well. The 
search turned up no link.

Last year, bones were found underneath the Vatican’s embassy to Italy in Rome. Italian media imme-
diately speculated the remains could belong to Orlandi or another girl who went missing at around the 
same time. But forensic tests showed the bones long predated their disappearances.

Pietro Orlandi, the missing girl’s brother, has long demanded the Vatican give the family full access to 
all information it has about his sister’s disappearance.

The family’s lawyer, Laura Sgro, said Saturday she had been informed of the discovery of the bones and 
that the family was pleased that the investigation was continuing.

“Our interest is to actively cooperate with Vatican prosecutors to understand better how those two tombs 
could have been empty,” she said in a statement. “If we understand together, it’s better.”

In 2017, an Italian investigative journalist caused a sensation when he published a five-page document 
that had been stolen from a locked Vatican cabinet that suggested the Holy See had been involved in 
Orlandi’s disappearance. The Vatican immediately branded the document a fake, though it never explained 
what it was doing in the Vatican cabinet.

The document was purportedly written by a cardinal and listed supposed expenses used for Orlandi’s 
upkeep after she disappeared.

Gisotti said this week that the Holy See “has always shown attention and closeness to the suffering of 
the Orlandi family and in particular Emanuela’s mother” and that its decision to excavate the Teutonic 
cemetery at the family’s request was evidence of that attention.
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Today in History

By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Sunday, July 14, the 195th day of 2019. There are 170 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 14, 1980, the Republican national convention opened in Detroit, where nominee-apparent Ronald 

Reagan told a welcoming rally he and his supporters were determined to “make America great again.”
On this date:
In 1789, in an event symbolizing the start of the French Revolution, citizens of Paris stormed the Bastille 

prison and released the seven prisoners inside.
In 1798, Congress passed the Sedition Act, making it a federal crime to publish false, scandalous or 

malicious writing about the United States government.
In 1912, American folk singer-songwriter Woody Guthrie (“This Land Is Your Land”) was born in Okemah, 

Okla.
In 1921, Italian-born anarchists Nicola Sacco (SAK’-oh) and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were convicted in Ded-

ham, Massachusetts, of murdering a shoe company paymaster and his guard. (Sacco and Vanzetti were 
executed six years later.)

In 1933, all German political parties, except the Nazi Party, were outlawed.
In 1966, the city of Chicago awoke to the shocking news that eight student nurses had been brutally 

slain during the night in a South Side dormitory. Drifter Richard Speck was convicted of the mass killing 
and condemned to death, but had his sentence reduced to life in prison, where he died in 1991.

In 1976, Jimmy Carter won the Democratic presidential nomination at the party’s convention in New York.
In 2003, newspaper columnist Robert Novak publicly revealed the CIA employment of Valerie Plame, 

wife of Joseph Wilson, a former U.S. ambassador in Africa who said the administration had twisted prewar 
intelligence on Iraq.

In 2004, the Senate scuttled a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage. (Forty-eight senators 
voted to advance the measure — 12 short of the 60 needed — and 50 voted to block it).

In 2013, thousands of demonstrators across the country protested a Florida jury’s decision the day before 
to clear George Zimmerman in the shooting death of Trayvon Martin.

In 2016, terror struck Bastille Day celebrations in the French Riviera city of Nice (nees) as a large truck 
plowed into a festive crowd, killing 86 people in an attack claimed by Islamic State extremists; the driver 
was shot dead by police.

In 2017, a Russian-American lobbyist said he attended a June 2016 meeting with President Donald Trump’s 
son that was billed as part of a Russian government effort to help the Republican campaign.

Ten years ago: At her Senate confirmation hearing, Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor (SOHN’-
ya soh-toh-my-YOR’) pushed back vigorously against Republican charges that she would bring bias and 
a liberal agenda to the nation’s highest bench. Disgraced financier Bernard Madoff arrived at the Butner 
Federal Correctional Complex in North Carolina to begin serving a 150-year sentence for his massive Ponzi 
scheme. The American League continued its dominance over the National League with a 4-3 win in the 
All-Star game at new Busch Stadium in St. Louis.

Five years ago: Citigroup agreed to pay $7 billion to settle a federal investigation into its handling of 
risky subprime mortgages. The Church of England voted overwhelmingly in favor of allowing women to 
become bishops.

One year ago: Angelique Kerber beat Serena Williams in the women’s final, 6-3, 6-3 for her first Wimbledon 
title. A firefighter, Braden Varney, was killed while trying to prevent a wildfire near California’s Yosemite 
National Park from spreading. Thousands of people in Scotland staged colorful, peaceful protests against 
Donald Trump as the U.S. president played golf at his Scottish golf resort at Turnberry ahead of his sum-
mit in Finland with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Nancy Olson is 91. Former football player and actor Rosey Grier is 87. Actor 
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Vincent Pastore is 73. Music company executive Tommy Mottola (muh-TOH’-luh) is 71. Rock musician Chris 
Cross (Ultravox) is 67. Actor Jerry Houser is 67. Actor-director Eric Laneuville is 67. Actor Stan Shaw is 67. 
Movie producer Scott Rudin is 61. Singer-guitarist Kyle Gass is 59. Country musician Ray Herndon (McBride 
and the Ride) is 59. Actress Jane Lynch is 59. Actor Jackie Earle Haley is 58. Actor Matthew Fox is 53. Rock 
musician Ellen Reid (Crash Test Dummies) is 53. Rock singer-musician Tanya Donelly is 53. Former child 
actress Missy Gold is 49. Olympic gold medal snowboarder Ross Rebagliati is 48. Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Tameka Cottle (Xscape) is 44. Country singer Jamey Johnson is 44. Hip-hop musician “taboo” (Black Eyed 
Peas) is 44. Actor Scott Porter is 40. Rock singer Dan Smith (Bastille) is 33. Actress Sara Canning (TV: 
“The Vampire Diaries”) is 32. Rock singer Dan Reynolds (Imagine Dragons) is 32.

Thought for Today: “The willing contemplation of vice is vice.” — Arabic proverb.


