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OPEN:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers and 
aluminum cans. 
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1106 N 2nd Street ~ Groton, SD  ~ 605-397-2365

➽ Interview and assess all residents prior to the 
initial Care Plan Conference; document this information 
in the medical record, develop an individual recreation 
plan based on the assessment and participate in Inter-
disciplinary Care Plan meetings
➽ Update assessments and plans as needed and 

required by state or federal regulations
➽ Develop monthly recreation program calendars 

that reflect and meet the needs of facility residents
➽ Communicate facility programs to residents, staff, 

family and volunteers
➽ Manage facility Volunteer Program
➽ Maintain departmental documentation that reflects 

services provided and resident progress towards goals
➽ In coordination with social services facilitate the 

residents in the organization and continued develop-
ment of a Resident's Council
➽ Make job assignments and set priorities
➽ Serve as member of QAA committee

We are an equal employment opportunity employer. All qualified applicants will receive consider-
ation for employment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability status, 

protected veteran status or any other characteristic protected by law.

We are looking for someone with a 
creative mind and a passion for the 
elderly. If that is you, here is a great 

opportunity for YOU!

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR WANTED

Death Notice: Jessie Richmond
Jessie Richmond, 79, of Aberdeen and formerly 

of Groton passed away May 14, 2019 at Aberdeen 
Health and Rehab.  No services will be held.  Con-
dolences may be sent to Vicki Weifenbach, 2603 
Railroad Ave SE #2, Aberdeen SD 57401.
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Sunday, May 19, 2019
2:00pm: Graduation at Groton Area High 

School
Tuesday, May 21, 2019

2:00pm: DARE Graduation at GHS Gym-
nasium

7 p.m.: City Council Meeting at the Gro-
ton Community Center
Wednesday, May 22, 2019

End of 4th Quarter - Final Day of School
12:00pm: Golf: Girls Varsity Meet @ 

Milbank Golf Course
Thursday, May 23, 2019

Faculty Inservice
10:00am: Golf: Girls Varsity Regions @ 

Milbank Golf Course
Friday, May 24, 2019

Faculty Inservice
STATE TRACK MEET @ TEA AREA

Saturday, May 25, 2019
STATE TRACK MEET @ SIOUX FALLS
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http://www.uslbm.com/index.php/?page=careers/
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Five athletes heading to state track meet

The state track meet will be held Friday, May 24 at Tea Area and Saturday, May 25 at Sioux Falls. Groton 
Area will have five athletes participating in eight events.

Jonathan Doeden will compete in both the 110m Hurdles and the 300m Hurdles while his sister, Jennie 
Doeden, will be competing in the shot put.

Isaac Smith will be running in the 1600m Run and the 3200m Run. Kenize McInerney will be running 
the 400m dash and will be competing in the long jump. Thomas Cranford will be running the 200m Dash.

Hepatitis A Identified In Keystone Food Handler

PIERRE, S.D. – A case of Hepatitis A has been reported in a food handler employed at two Keystone 
restaurants.  Individuals who ate at the Keystone Subway between May 2 and May 14 or at the Keystone 
Turtle Town between May 6 and May 13 should contact their health care provider to determine if they 
need a shot of hepatitis A vaccine or immune globulin to decrease risk of illness.

The establishments are cooperating with the department on the investigation and there is no ongoing 
risk of exposure.

Hepatitis A is a liver disease caused by a virus. The virus can be carried on an infected person’s hands 
and can be spread by direct contact, or by consuming food or drink that has been handled by the individual.

Symptoms may include fever, headache, fatigue, poor appetite, nausea, abdominal discomfort, and 
vomiting. Urine may become darker, and then jaundice (a yellowing of the skin and eyes) may appear. 
The disease is rarely fatal and most people recover in a few weeks without any complications. Infants 
and young children tend to have very mild symptoms and are less likely to develop jaundice than are 
older children and adults. Not everyone who is infected will have all of the symptoms. Anyone who has 
symptoms of hepatitis A should contact their healthcare provider immediately.

The single most effective way to prevent the spread of Hepatitis A is careful hand-washing after using 
the toilet. Also, infected people should not handle foods during the contagious period, which begins two 
weeks before symptoms appear and extends a few days after jaundice appears.

 
Hepatitis A vaccination has been routinely recommended for children in South Dakota since 1999. Your 

healthcare provider can assist individuals who are unsure about their receipt of one or both doses of the 
recommended hepatitis A vaccine.

 
Find more information about Hepatitis A is available on the department’s website.

Preventing and controlling infectious disease is one objective of the Department of Health’s 2015-2020 
strategic plan, http://doh.sd.gov/strategicplan.
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The Life of Bonnie Sanderson

Memorial services for Bonnie Sanderson, 85, of Claremont will be 1:00 p.m., Saturday, May 18th at 
Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel, Groton. Pastor Rodney Ulmer will officiate. Inurnment will follow in 
Sunset Memorial Gardens, Aberdeen.

  
  Visitation will be held at the chapel on Saturday for one hour prior to services.
  
  Bonnie passed away May 14, 2019 at Prairie Heights Healthcare in Aberdeen.
  
  Bonnie Mae was born on May 23, 1933 in Kidder, SD to Irvin and Marjorie (Denson) Bredberg. She 

attended country school and later Claremont High School, where she met Harold “Red” Sanderson. The 
couple married on August 7, 1950 in Claremont. Together they farmed for several years before purchasing 
grocery stores. They operated stores in Frederick and Claremont. During this time, Harold and Bonnie also 
trained and raced thoroughbred horses in Nebraska, Canada and South Dakota.

  
  Bonnie was viewed to everyone that met her as the sweetest and kindest person. She always had a 

positive outlook on any situation and would remind her family to be thankful for everything.  She and 
Harold shared a love for animals and over the years they always had a pet or several! If you stopped by 
the store or house, you never left without a cup of coffee or something to eat.

  
  Celebrating her life are her children; Bruce (Carolyn) Sanderson of Claremont and Jeanne (William) 

Reints of Langford, seven grandchildren; Justine, Samuel & Elizabeth Sanderson, Taylor Reints (Crystal 
Strom), Vaughn (Melinda) Reints, Carter Reints, Mollie (Brent) Greenway and seven great-grandchildren: 
Madeline, Hayden & Hudson Reints, Case Reints, Addyson Taylor, Holden & Gage Sippel. Bonnie is also 
survived by her sister, Carol Miles of Gettysburg.

  
  Preceding her in death were her parents and her husband in 2009.

Mowing Regulations For The State Right of Way
PIERRE, S.D. – The South Dakota Department of Transportation would like to remind landowners of 

mowing regulations for the state right of way.
Administrative Rule 70:04:06:06 states: No mowing of the right of way may begin in the west river coun-

ties of Gregory, Lyman or Tripp before June 15 and east of the Missouri River before July 10. All mowing 
by permit must be completed by Sept. 1 each year.

In accordance with the administrative rule, abutting landowners on state highways are given prefer-
ence to mow right-of-way ditches. Other persons wishing to mow must obtain a waiver from the abutting 
landowner.

Any person wanting to mow Interstate right-of-way ditches must apply for a permit, with preference 
being given to abutting landowners. Other persons wishing to mow must also obtain a waiver from the 
abutting landowner.

The application/permits needed for mowing the right of way for interstate, state-owned railroad right of 
way and the abutting landowner waiver are located on the DOT website at http://sddot.com/resources/
forms/.

The department may mow medians and areas within the rights of way prior to June 15 to control noxious 
weeds and provide increased safety to the traveling public

For questions, please contact the appropriate area engineer, contact information is available here: http://
sddot.com/contact/, or call the office of Operations Support at 605.773.3571.
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Today in Weather History  

May 18, 1918: An estimated F2 tornado moved NNE from 5 miles NNW of Ferney, across the eastern 
edge of Groton. Homes were unroofed, and barns were destroyed.  Nine farms lost buildings. One man 
was injured in a barn, another in a car that was thrown from the road. Estimated damage was set at 
$60,000.  Tornadoes were also seen in Lincoln and Sanborn Counties in South Dakota.

Also, an estimated F2 tornado moved northeast through the townships of Akron and Artichoke in Big 
Stone County, Minnesota. About 300 farms had tornado damage. The funnel dissipated on Artichoke Lake.

May 18, 1960: Pierre received 1.96 inches of rain in less than 30 minutes which caused flash flooding. 
About 30 basements were flooded with extensive cave-in damage at one home. Flash flooding from 2 to 
3 inches of rain occurred near Presho, washing out county roads, three bridges, and a grain storage bin. 
Gettysburg also received 2.5 inches of rain.

May 18, 1996: A brief F0 tornado touchdown and cut a narrow path from 2 miles east of Willow Lake 
with no damage reported.

A 100 mph wind gust blew down 38 large trees on Highway 81 from the junction of Lake Norden corner 
on Highway 28 to the intersection of the Hayti corner. Also, four double posted and five single posted 
signs were broken off, and one single posted steel sign was bent over.

1883: The massive tornado outbreak on record in Illinois affected the northern and central parts of the 
state. At least 14 strong to violent tornadoes touched down killing 52 people. The largest death toll from a 
single tornado was 12, with 50 injuries, from an estimated F4 tornado which moved from near Jacksonville 
to 5 miles west of Petersburg. This tornado destroyed the town of Literberry. Another tornado, with an 
estimated F4 intensity, killed 11 people and injured 50 along its path from the south edge of Springfield 
northeast to near Kenney. This particular tornado reportedly drove 10 inches by 12-inch oak timbers 10 
feet into the ground. Another estimated F4 tornado in far northern Illinois touched down near Capron and 
tracked for 17 miles before lifting in far southern Wisconsin. Lastly, an estimated F4 tornado tracked 20 
miles through Kenosha and Racine Counties in Wisconsin. Eight people were killed, and 85 were injured. 

1980: Mount Saint Helens erupted, spewing ash and smoke sixty-three thousand feet into the air. Heavy 
ash covered the ground to the immediate northwest, and small particles were carried to the Atlantic coast. 

1825 - A tornado (said to have crossed all of the state of Ohio) smashed into the log cabin settlement 
of Burlington, northeast of Columbus. (David Ludlum)

1960 - Salt Lake City UT received an inch of snow. It marked their latest measurable snowfall of record. 
(The Weather Channel)

1980 - Mount Saint Helens (in Washington State) erupted spewing ash and smoke sixty-three thousand 
feet into the air. Heavy ash covered the ground to the immediate northwest, and small particles were 
carried to the Atlantic coast. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Thunderstorms in Kansas, developing along a cold front, spawned tornadoes at Emporia and 
Toledo, produced wind gusts to 65 mph at Fort Scott, and produced golf ball size hail in the Kansas City 
area. Unseasonably hot weather prevailed ahead of the cold front. Pomona NJ reported a record high of 
93 degrees, and Altus, OK, hit 100 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Low pressure anchored over eastern Virginia kept showers and thunderstorms over the Middle 
Atlantic Coast Region. Flash flooding was reported in Pennsylvania. Up to five inches of rain drenched 
Franklin County PA in 24 hours. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from the Central Gulf 
Coast States to the Lower Missouri Valley during the day and evening. Thunderstorms spawned sixteen 
tornadoes, and there were 74 reports of large hail and damaging winds. (The National Weather Summary) 
(Storm Data)

1990 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the central U.S. spawning a sixteen tornadoes, includ-
ing a dozen in Nebraska. Thunderstorms also produced hail four inches in diameter at Perryton TX, wind 
gusts to 84 mph at Ellis KS, and high winds which caused nearly two million dollars damage at Sutherland 
NE. Thunderstorms deluged Sioux City IA with up to eight inches of rain, resulting in a record flood crest 
on Perry Creek and at least 4.5 million dollars damage. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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Heavy rain will continue to move east as the system weakens, leaving us with cool breezy conditions 
with passing showers and drizzle. Temperatures will be some 15 to 30 degrees below normal, which is a 
trend we can expect to persist into Monday.
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Today’s Info
Record High: 100° in 1934
Record Low: 26° in 1915
Average High: 69°F 
Average Low: 45°F 
Average Precip in May.: 1.75
Precip to date in May.: 2.49
Average Precip to date: 5.78
Precip Year to Date: 7.18
Sunset Tonight: 9:01 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:59 a.m.

Yesterday’s Groton Weather
High Temp: 66 °F at 2:27 PM
Low Temp: 44 °F at 3:52 AM
Wind: 31 mph at 6:28 PM
Day Rain: 2.00 in
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 A DIFFERENCE

It was a heated argument: Your mind is so closed that no one could get a new thought in there even if 
they used a sharp wedge. Oh yeah, he replied. Youre so open-minded that your brain cant hold anything 
that makes sense!

Each of us has developed our own way of thinking about and looking at things. Solomon once said that 
the way we think falls between two bookmarks Simple minded and prudent. Being simple minded means 
anything from being overly gullible, too hot-headed, arrogant, reckless, foolish or crafty. On the other 
hand, some people are prudent.

The simple minded are so confused that they are willing to believe anything said by anybody at any 
time. Whatever they hear makes sense to them, and if it is a popular idea that most people embrace, its 
always right. They lack insight, sound judgment and clear thinking.

The prudent person, however, has both evil and good intentions. Evil intentions would be using ones 
knowledge in a way that is sinister, shrewd, or misleading. Good intentions would be using ones knowledge 
to discern the truth, understand people, know what is going on, looking for opportunities to serve others, 
and how to make wise decisions.

The wisdom of a prudent person comes from giving thought to their steps, or, what they plan to do. They 
carefully consider choices and consequences, weigh every option and opinion, and make their decisions 
on wisdom they have gained from their teachers. However, not all teachers honor God. So, the Christian 
must make decisions according to Gods Word.

Prayer: Lord, may we choose wisely those who we allow to influence our thoughts and guide our think-
ing. May we choose our teachers carefully before we trust them. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 14:15 The simple believe anything, but the prudent give thought to their 
steps.
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 01/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 03/17/2019 Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year)
• 04/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 04/27/2019 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/04/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/27/2019 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program (Memorial Day)
• 06/13/2019 Transit Fundraiser (Thursday Mid-June)
• 06/14/2019 SDSU Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 06/15/2019 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 06/21/2019 Best Ball Golf Tourney
• 06/22-23/2019 Groton Junior Legion Tournament
• 06/29/2019 Groton U10/U12 Round Robin Tournament
• 07/04/2019 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 07/14/2019 Summer Fest/Car Show (Sunday Mid-July)
• 07/18/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Pro Am Tournament
• 07/21/2019 Granary Ice Cream Social & Family Music Fest
• 08/02/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Wine on Nine
• 08/09-11/2019 State Junior Legion Tournament in Groton
• 08/22/2019 First Day of School
• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/08/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 4/4/2020 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 4/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 5/2/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
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Mount Marty works to get new football program together
YANKTON, S.D. (AP) — Mount Marty College in Yankton is ramping up efforts to support its new football 

program.
The Yankton Daily Press and Dakotan reports that the Catholic college is looking for a head coach and 

fundraising for more football player scholarships.
Mount Marty announced last month that it would join other Great Plains Athletic Conference members 

by offering a football team next year. The college also unveiled plans to build a $15 million field house, 
which is slated to open fall 2020.

Athletic Director Chris Kassin says a new coach will be hired by July 1. He says the coach will handle 
organizing and recruiting to get “the program where it needs to be.”

Official Barb Rezac says the college has also started fundraising $1.2 million for upgrades including locker 
room renovations.

___
Information from: Yankton Press and Dakotan, http://www.yankton.net/

Flooding disrupts farm shipments on the Mississippi River
By MARGERY A. BECK Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Normally this time of year, huge barges can be seen chugging up the Mississippi 
River, carrying millions of tons of grain to market and bringing agriculture-related products to farmers in 
the Midwest for the new growing season. But there’s not much barge traffic this year.

That’s because historic spring flooding that swamped and tainted farmland, also left parts of the Mis-
sissippi closed for business.

The river, which runs nearly 2,350 miles (3,782 kilometers) from Minnesota’s Lake Itasca to the Gulf of 
Mexico, is a main conduit of shipping everything from agriculture products and construction material to 
petroleum and coal. The troubles on the Mississippi also have affected shipping on the waterways that 
feed into it, including the Missouri River.

The interruption is hitting an agriculture industry that’s already suffering from a plethora of ills, including 
the Trump administration’s trade disputes that have helped drive down commodity prices.

“You’ve got a perfect storm here,” said Kenneth Hartman Jr., who grows corn, soybeans and wheat just 
south of Waterloo, Illinois. “It looks bad for us.”

Like other farmers in more than a dozen states in the Mississippi River basin, Hartman would normally 
be sending soybeans, corn and other grain harvested last fall down the river, where it would eventually 
be exported — likely to China. Meanwhile, shipments of fertilizer that normally travel up the river to com-
munities from St. Louis to St. Paul, Minnesota, haven’t made it through.

The inability to get the grain down the river has exacerbated a shortage of space for those products.
“You have elevators that aren’t even taking grain right now,” Hartman said. “So that’s causing issues as 

far as selling our grain in a timely manner.”
Many of the locks and dams on the Mississippi that closed due to flooding that started in March have 

reopened, but the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers doesn’t expect the river to be fully unimpeded until pos-
sibly June.

Even if the locks were open, “many of these barges wouldn’t be able to get here anyway,” said Sam 
Heilig, a Corps spokeswoman at Rock Island, Illinois. “Because the water’s so high, there’s not enough 
clearance to get under some of the bridges.”

For now, it’s impossible to put a number on how much the interruption has cost shippers, farmers and 
manufacturers. But Debra Calhoun, spokeswoman for the Washington-based advocacy group Waterways 

News from the
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Council, said there’s no doubt it’s having an impact.

On average, nearly 31 tons (28 metric tons) of goods and commodities are shipped on the upper Missis-
sippi River from March through May, according to a five-year average gauged by the Corps’ Waterborne 
Commerce Statistics Center. The biggest slice of that, at nearly 11 million tons (10 million metric tons), 
is grain, followed by coal, sand and gravel and chemicals and petroleum products. Annually, about $250 
million in domestic goods are shipped on the Mississippi, according to the center.

The Missouri River has remained mostly navigable right up until it meets the Mississippi River at St. Louis, 
said James Rudy with the Corps’ Kansas City office. While that allows shipping from point-to-point, it still 
disrupts shipments from farmers in South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri seeking to get 
their grain to exporters in the Gulf of Mexico, he said.

The Missouri River has far less barge traffic than the Mississippi, but it still sees on average more than 
1.3 million tons worth nearly $63 million shipped from March through May, according to the Corps.

The interruption in river traffic has a domino effect on other industries, particularly in transportation. 
The National Waterways Foundation estimates that one 15-barge tow on the Mississippi River can ship as 
much as six locomotives pulling 216 railcars, or as much as 1,050 large semitrailers. It also costs less to 
ship via the river, because barges can hold so much more and be moved using less fuel.

“One of our Missouri River navigators notes that his business on the Missouri alone removes somewhere 
from 60,000 to 80,000 tractor-trailers off of I-70 every year,” Rudy said.

Catrush 2019: South Dakota scraps 70-year-old fish record
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota wildlife officials are voiding their oldest state fish record after 

determining that the fish had been misidentified.
State Fisheries Program Administrator Geno Adams says the 55-pound fish caught by Roy Groves in 1949 

has been the subject of controversy for years. It was originally identified as a channel catfish, but many 
have argued that it was a blue catfish.

Adams took what he called “an informal poll” by sending the photo to experts in fish identification and 
South Dakota State University fisheries professors. The group unanimously agreed it was a blue catfish.

The Argus Leader reports that State Game, Fish and Parks officials have tabbed the quest for a new 
record as “Catrush 2019” and expect the mark to be broken several times over the next few weeks.

SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Friday:
Mega Millions
05-17-28-32-63, Mega Ball: 11, Megaplier: 3
(five, seventeen, twenty-eight, thirty-two, sixty-three; Mega Ball: eleven; Megaplier: three)
Estimated jackpot: $339 million
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $270 million

South Dakota man sues wife’s lover over alleged affair
CANTON, S.D. (AP) — A South Dakota man is suing his wife’s lover, alleging that he stole her affection 

and destroyed his marriage.
Todd Larson says in his lawsuit filed in Lincoln County that Anthony Olson alienated his wife’s affections 

“maliciously and with a wanton disregard of his feelings and with the intent to injure,” the Argus Leader 
reported. He says he and his wife were married in July 2005 and that Olson acquired an “improper and 
undue influence” over his wife last summer.

Larson says Olson’s actions destroyed his family life, dishonored his family and made his home “desolate 
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and ruined.” He is seeking a jury trial and punitive damages.

Olson has denied the allegations and asked the court to dismiss the lawsuit.
South Dakota is one of a handful of states that have an alienation of affection law, which allows a spouse 

to sue their spouse’s lover over an affair that ruined a relationship.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

North Dakota leads nation in honey production for 15th year
FARGO, N.D. (AP) — North Dakota is once again tops in the nation in the production of honey.
The Agriculture Department says producers with five or more colonies totaled 38.2 million pounds of 

honey in 2018, up 13% from the previous year. That led the nation for the 15th consecutive year.
The number of honey-producing colonies in North Dakota was up 16% to 530,000. Average yield was 

down 2 pounds, to 72 pounds per colony.
The total value of honey produced in the state was up 12%, to $71.7 million.
Nationally, honey production was up 2%, to 152 million pounds. Montana produced the second-most 

honey, followed by California, South Dakota and Florida.

US: Iran military could misidentify airliners amid tension
By JON GAMBRELL Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Commercial airliners flying over the Persian Gulf risk being targeted 
by “miscalculation or misidentification” from the Iranian military amid heightened tensions between the 
Islamic Republic and the U.S., American diplomats warned Saturday, even as both Washington and Tehran 
say they don’t seek war.

The warning relayed by U.S. diplomatic posts from the Federal Aviation Administration underscored the 
risks the current tensions pose to a region critical to both global air travel and trade. Oil tankers allegedly 
have faced sabotage and Yemen rebel drones attacked a crucial Saudi oil pipeline over the last week.

Meanwhile on Saturday, Iraqi officials said ExxonMobil Corp. began evacuating staff from Basra, and the 
island nation of Bahrain ordered its citizens out of Iraq and Iran over “the recent escalations and threats.”

However, U.S. officials have yet to publicly explain the threats they perceive coming from Iran, some 
two weeks after the White House ordered an aircraft carrier and B-52s bombers into the region. The U.S. 
also has ordered nonessential staff out of its diplomatic posts in Iraq.

President Donald Trump since has sought to soften his tone on Iran. Iranian Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif also stressed Saturday that Iran is “not seeking war,” comments seemingly contradicted 
by the head of the Revolutionary Guard, who declared an ongoing “intelligence war” between the nations.

This all takes root in Trump’s decision last year to withdraw the U.S. from the 2015 nuclear accord be-
tween Iran and world powers and impose wide-reaching sanctions. Iran just announced it would begin 
backing away from terms of the deal, setting a 60-day deadline for Europe to come up with new terms 
or it would begin enriching uranium closer to weapons-grade levels. Tehran long has insisted it does not 
seek nuclear weapons, though the West fears its program could allow it to build atomic bombs.

The order relayed Saturday by U.S. diplomats in Kuwait and the UAE came from an FAA Notice to Airmen 
published late Thursday in the U.S. It said that all commercial aircraft flying over the waters of the Persian 
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman needed to be aware of Iran’s fighter jets and weaponry.

“Although Iran likely has no intention to target civil aircraft, the presence of multiple long-range, ad-
vanced anti-aircraft-capable weapons in a tense environment poses a possible risk of miscalculation or 
misidentification, especially during periods of heightened political tension and rhetoric,” the warning said.

It also said aircraft could experience interference with its navigation instruments and communications 
jamming “with little to no warning.”

Iran’s mission to the United Nations did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the warn-
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ing. However, the warning comes 30 years after the USS Vincennes mistook an Iran Air commercial jetliner 
for an Iranian F-14, shooting it down and killing all 290 people onboard.

The Persian Gulf has since become a major gateway for East-West travel in the aviation industry. Dubai 
International Airport in the United Arab Emirates, home to Emirates, is the world’s busiest for international 
travel, while long-haul carriers Etihad and Qatar Airways also operate in the region.

Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways all said they were aware of the notice and their operations were 
unaffected. Oman Air did not respond to a request for comment.

Speaking in China, where he finished a tour of Asian nations who rely on Mideast oil, Zarif told the state-
run IRNA news agency that war is not what Iran wants.

“No war will occur as neither are we seeking a war nor anyone else has the illusion of being able to fight 
with Iran in the region,” Zarif said.

Meanwhile, the head of Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard reportedly said the U.S. and Iran already 
were in a “full-fledged intelligence war.” The semi-official Fars news agency also quoted Gen. Hossein Sa-
lami using 9/11 as a metaphor for America’s political system, describing it Saturday “like the World Trade 
Building that collapses with a sudden hit.”

It isn’t just air traffic affected. Lloyd’s Market Association Joint War Committee added the Persian Gulf, 
the Gulf of Oman and the United Arab Emirates on Friday to its list of areas posing higher risk to insurers. 
It also expanded its list to include the Saudi coast as a risk area.

In Iraq, Exxon Mobil began evacuating staff from Basra amid the tensions with Iran, two Iraqi officials 
told The Associated Press. Exxon Mobil works in Basra at its West Qurna I oil field, which had been shut 
off for years from Western oil firms over sanctions levied on Iraq during dictator Saddam Hussein’s time 
in power.

The U.S. Consulate in Basra has been closed since September after American officials blamed Iran-
aligned Shiite militias for a rocket attack on the post, which is inside Basra’s airport compound. Basra as a 
whole has been shaken by violent protests in recent months over entrenched corruption and poor public 
services, which earlier saw Iran’s Consulate there overrun and set ablaze.

Exxon Mobil, based in Irving, Texas, said it declined to discuss “operational staffing.”
Iraq is OPEC’s second-largest Arab producer, pumping some 4.5 million barrels of crude oil a day.
Separately, the State Department acknowledged an unidentified drone flew over the U.S. Embassy in 

Baghdad on Thursday and the facility briefly went on alert, though it said the aircraft posed no threat.
___
Associated Press writers Qassem Abdul-Zahra and Bassem Mroue in Baghdad, Nasser Karimi in Tehran, 

Iran, and Matthew Lee in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Follow Jon Gambrell on Twitter at www.twitter.com/jongambrellap .

Report shocks, angers some of Ohio State doc’s 177 victims
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Victims of a now-dead Ohio State team doctor are reacting with shock, grief 

and anger at investigative findings documenting a heinous pattern of sexual abuse that many of them say 
they experienced as young men and then worked for decades to forget.

Their reactions follow the university’s release of a report Friday that found Dr. Richard Strauss groped, 
ogled or otherwise sexually mistreated at least 177 male students. The report could cost Ohio State dearly 
by corroborating lawsuits brought against it by a multitude of victims.

Former nursing student Brian Garrett said he worked for a short time at an off-campus clinic Strauss 
opened after he was ousted at Ohio State in the late 1990s. But Garrett quit after witnessing abuse by 
Strauss and then experiencing it himself.

The investigation, he said, left him angrier than before.
“We knew that it was systemic and it had been reported,” Garrett said Friday. “It’s even more widespread 

than we knew.”
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Garrett thinks the abuse carried out by Strauss across more than a dozen sports and at numerous loca-

tions even surpasses that of Larry Nassar, of Michigan State University, who was accused of molesting at 
least 250 women and girls and is serving what amounts to a life sentence.

“We did not get to put him on trial. The police did not get to investigate. That’s why it’s worse than the 
MSU case,” Garrett said. “He took the easy way out.”

Strauss killed himself in 2005 nearly a decade after he was allowed to retire with honors. He was 67.
No one has publicly defended Strauss, though family members have said they were shocked by the al-

legations.
The whistleblower credited with prompting the investigation said in a statement he feels “vindicated” 

but has mixed feelings about the law firm’s findings released Friday.
Mike DiSabato, a former Ohio State wrestler, met with school officials in March 2018 to discuss the abuse 

that he and other athletes suffered at the hands of Strauss, prompting the school to hire Seattle-based 
Perkins Coie to conduct an investigation.

“Although a weight has been lifted off my back, I am deeply saddened to hear and relive the stories of 
so many others who suffered similar abuse by Dr. Strauss while Ohio State turned a blind eye,” DiSabato’s 
statement said.

He says the Perkins Coie report gives him “courage and strength to keep fighting to ensure Ohio State 
is held accountable for the damage and trauma they caused me and my family.”

Attorneys for DiSabato and more than 50 other former Ohio State athletes are preparing to sue the 
school for damages.

Ohio State President Michael Drake said there was a “consistent institutional failure” at the school, the 
nation’s third-largest university. He apologized and commended victims for their courage.

Investigators found that Strauss’ abuse went on from 1979 to 1997 and took place at various locations 
across campus, including examining rooms, locker rooms, showers and saunas. Strauss, among other 
things, contrived to get young men to strip naked and groped them sexually.

The report concluded that scores of Ohio State personnel knew of complaints and concerns about Strauss’ 
conduct as early as 1979 but failed for years to investigate or take meaningful action.

The lawsuits against Ohio State are headed for mediation. They seek unspecified damages. Drake said 
the investigation alone has cost the school $6.2 million.

Separately, the U.S. Education Department’s Office for Civil Rights is examining whether Ohio State 
responded promptly and fairly to students’ complaints. The department could cut the university’s federal 
funding if it is found to have violated civil rights protections.

Australia’s ruling coalition elected to surprise third term
By ROD McGUIRK Associated Press
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Australia’s ruling conservative coalition won a surprise victory in the coun-

try’s general election on Saturday, defying opinion polls that had tipped the center-left opposition party to 
oust it from power and promising an end to the revolving door of national leaders.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison compared his Liberal Party’s victory for a third three-year term to the births 
of his daughters, Abbey, 11, and Lily, 9, who were conceived naturally after 14 years of in vitro fertilization 
had failed. His wife, Jenny Morrison, suffered endometriosis.

“I have always believed in miracles,” Morrison, 51, told a jubilant Sydney crowd as he claimed victory.
“I’m standing with the three biggest miracles in my life here tonight, and tonight we’ve been delivered 

another one,” he said, embraced by his wife and daughters.
Opposition leader Bill Shorten had earlier conceded defeat as the coalition came close to a majority in 

the 151-seat House of Representatives, where parties need a majority to form a government. Vote count-
ing was to continue on Sunday.

“I’m disappointed for people who depend upon Labor, but I’m glad that we argued what was right, not 
what was easy,” Shorten told his supporters.

Shorten would have become Australia’s sixth prime minister in as many years. He said he would no longer 
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lead Labor after six years at the helm.

The tight race raised the prospect of the coalition forming a minority government. The conservatives 
became a rare minority government after they dumped Malcolm Turnbull as prime minister for Morrison 
in an internal power struggle last August. The government then lost two seats and its single-seat majority 
as part of the blood-letting that followed.

An unpopular single-term Labor government that was voted out in 2013 had been the only previous 
minority government since World War II.

Opinion polls prior to Saturday’s election had suggested that the coalition would lose and that Morrison 
would have had one of the shortest tenures as prime minister in the 118-year history of the Australian 
federation.

There was so much public confidence of a Labor victory that Australian online bookmaker Sportsbet paid 
out 1.3 million Australian dollars ($900,000) to bettors who backed Labor two days before the election. 
Sportsbet said 70% of wagers had been placed on Labor at odds of $1.16.

Another betting agency, Ladbrokes, said it had accepted a record AU$1 million wager on Labor.
Shorten, who campaigned heavily on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, said Saturday morning that 

he was confident Labor would win, but Morrison would not be drawn on a prediction.
Morrison is the conservatives’ third prime minister since they were elected in 2013.
Tony Abbott, who became the first of those three prime ministers in the 2013 election, conceded defeat 

Saturday in the Sydney seat he has held since 1994.
Polling suggests climate change was a major issue in that seat for voters, who instead elected an inde-

pendent candidate, Zali Steggall. As prime minister in 2014, Abbott repealed a carbon tax introduced by 
a Labor government. Abbott was replaced by Turnbull the next year because of poor opinion polling, but 
he remained a government lawmaker.

Senior Labor lawmaker Chris Bowen said his party may have suffered from what he conceded was an 
unusual strategy of pushing a detailed policy agenda through the election campaign.

Morrison began the day Saturday by campaigning in the island state of Tasmania, where the Liberals 
appeared to have gained two Labor-held seats. He then flew 900 kilometers (560 miles) home to Sydney 
to vote and to campaign in Sydney seats.

Shorten campaigned hard on more ambitious targets to reduce Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions.
The government has committed Australia to reduce its emissions by 26% to 28% below 2005 levels by 

2030. Labor has promised a 45% reduction in the same time frame.
Shorten, a 52-year-old former labor union leader, has also promised a range of reforms, including the 

government paying all of a patients’ costs for cancer treatment and a reduction of tax breaks for landlords.
Morrison, a former tourism marketer, promised lower taxes and better economic management than Labor.
Both major parties promised that whoever won the election would remain prime minister until he next 

faces the voters’ judgment. The parties have changed their rules to make the process of lawmakers re-
placing a prime minister more difficult.

During Labor’s last six years in office, the party replaced Prime Minister Kevin Rudd with his deputy Julia 
Gillard, then dumped her for Rudd.

___
Associated Press writer Trevor Marshallsea in Sydney contributed to this report.

In Barr, Trump has found his champion and advocate
By MICHAEL BALSAMO and JONATHAN LEMIRE Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump could only be delighted to have his attorney general in 
El Salvador, dealing with his biggest issue: illegal immigration. Yet Barr did even better for his boss. In 
interviews from the Central American country, he’s been offering cryptic comments suggesting the Russia 
probe unfairly targeted Trump.

More and more, Barr’s becoming Trump’s favorite lawyer. He’s not only enthusiastically embracing Trump’s 
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political agenda, he’s also gone all-in by casting special counsel Robert Mueller’s report as vindication for 
Trump and hinting that the real wrongdoing was committed by those who launched the investigation.

Serving as attorney general is traditionally a balancing act, carrying out the president’s agenda as a 
member of the Cabinet while also trying to avoid political bias in enforcing the nation’s laws. As a nominee, 
Barr cast himself as above the political fray. But as attorney general, he’s turned out much as Democrats 
feared.

He’s defied subpoenas from Congress and a House panel has voted to hold him in contempt. He provided 
the White House with the legal case for not giving lawmakers an unredacted version of Mueller’s report. 
And this week, he baited House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, asking her during a Capitol Hill event if she brought 
her handcuffs to arrest him.

All the while, Trump has cheered him on.
After attending a Trump law enforcement speech in the Capitol — where he encountered Pelosi — Barr 

flew to El Salvador for meetings on some of Trump’s biggest talking points: the MS-13 street gang and 
illegal immigration.

Barr toured a jail outside San Salvador — as a crew from Trump’s favorite television network, Fox News, 
followed alongside — and held a news conference to tout collaboration between U.S. and Central American 
officials that led to the indictments of thousands of gang members “who otherwise might have reached 
the U.S.”

Just a month after taking office in February, Barr was defending Trump in an Oval Office ceremony, as 
the president issued his first veto, rejecting Congress’ efforts to block an emergency declaration to fund 
his border wall. Barr declared that Trump’s national emergency was “clearly authorized under the law.”

Then he went further.
“And from the standpoint of protecting the American people, it’s imperative,” Barr said.
Trump handed Barr the signed veto. Afterward, he told advisers that he was impressed that Barr stepped 

forward to not only legally validate the wall, but support it.
That moment, according to four White House officials and Republicans close to the West Wing, began to 

solidify Barr’s loyalty in the president’s mind. Trump had spent months raging at his first attorney general, 
Jeff Sessions, for recusing himself from the Russia probe, which ultimately led to Mueller’s appointment.

After Mueller submitted his report to Barr in March, the attorney general released a four-page summary 
letter to Congress. Barr’s letter framed the debate about the probe over the next few weeks and, White 
House officials believe, allowed Trump to declare victory before the release of the full report, the contents 
of which are far more ambiguous.

Trump also appreciated Barr’s combative stance with lawmakers and reporters as he has defended the 
Justice Department’s handling of the report, and again when he declined to appear before Congress and 
defied a subpoena, drawing a possible contempt charge. Trump has told close confidants that he “finally” 
had “my attorney general,” according to two Republicans close to the White House who were not autho-
rized to speak publicly about private conversations.

In El Salvador, Barr again talked about “spying” in the 2016 presidential race — one of Trump’s favorite 
talking points — and noted that Mueller didn’t look into the government’s actions against Trump. But he 
neglected to mention that this wasn’t Mueller’s mandate, which was to investigate Russian election inter-
ference, possible coordination with the Trump campaign and any obstruction of that investigation.

Barr hinted at wrongdoing, saying that some of the explanations he’s been told about the start of the 
investigation “don’t hang together.” But he didn’t elaborate.

Barr has already asked John Durham, the U.S. attorney in Connecticut, to examine the origins of the 
Russia investigation to determine whether intelligence and surveillance methods used during the probe 
were lawful and appropriate. Barr is also working with CIA Director Gina Haspel, Director of National Intel-
ligence Dan Coats and FBI Director Christopher Wray.

The inquiry is the third such review of the matter.
The Justice Department’s inspector general is investigating the probe’s origins and the use of the Foreign 
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Intelligence Surveillance Act, which allows the government to conduct surveillance in some of the most 
sensitive investigations. Sessions had appointed another U.S. attorney, John Huber, of Utah, to review 
aspects of the Russia investigation, following grievances from Republican lawmakers.

Barr told Fox News that he appointed Durham because “no one has really looked across the whole 
waterfront.”

Barr has provided no details about what “spying” may have taken place but he could be alluding to a 
surveillance warrant the FBI obtained on former Trump associate Carter Page and the FBI’s use of an in-
formant while investigating ex-Trump campaign foreign policy adviser George Papadopoulos. He has said 
he didn’t mean anything pejorative when he used the term in congressional testimony.

Democrats have accused Trump of using the spying allegations to divert attention from Mueller’s findings 
that Russia tried to help Trump get elected and that Mueller did not exonerate Trump on the question of 
whether he tried to impede his investigation. Mueller didn’t find a criminal conspiracy between the cam-
paign and the Kremlin.

FBI Director Christopher Wray told Congress this month that he has no evidence the FBI illegally moni-
tored Trump’s campaign and doesn’t consider court-approved FBI surveillance to be “spying.”

James Baker, who was the FBI’s general counsel when the Russia probe began, defended the investi-
gation to the Lawfare podcast last week, saying it would’ve been highly inappropriate for the FBI not to 
pursue allegations of foreign election interference.

In the Fox News interview, Barr discussed another frequent subject of Trump’s tweets: a dossier cited in 
the application for a warrant to monitor Page under FISA. Trump has claimed incorrectly that the dossier 
is what started the Russia investigation.

The FBI had been interested in Page as early as 2013 and he again attracted the bureau’s interest when 
he joined the Trump campaign as the FBI began looking at Russian interference. The FISA warrant used 
to investigate Page cited the dossier, a collection of memos authored by former British spy Christopher 
Steele that contained uncorroborated allegations of ties between Trump and his associates and Russia.

Steele’s research was funded by Clinton’s campaign, a fact congressional Republicans have seized on. 
That was disclosed in a footnote in the FISA application, which was approved by judges four times.

Barr said taking opposition research that had “a number of clear mistakes” and using it to conduct coun-
terintelligence against an American political campaign “is a strange, would be a strange development.”

___
Follow Balsamo and Lemire on Twitter at www.twitter.com/MikeBalsamo1 and www.twitter.com/Jon-

Lemire .

Van passenger impaled by tripod on Sacramento freeway
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — Authorities say somebody stole a tripod from a California Department of 

Transportation crew and then dropped it from an overpass onto a Sacramento freeway, impaling the lung 
of a passenger in a van.

The driver of the van, Tim Page, tells KCRA-TV that he was on Interstate 5 Thursday morning when 
the yellow-and-red tripod smashed through the glass. He says it went through his passenger’s lung and 
popped out.

The man survived but with broken ribs and a partially punctured lung.
Authorities say a 32-year-old man they suspect threw the tripod was arrested on a warrant but may face 

a charge of attempted murder.
Page volunteers with El Dorado Veteran Resources and had picked up his passenger, another veteran, 

from the airport.
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Van passenger impaled by tripod on Sacramento freeway

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — Authorities say somebody stole a tripod from a California Department of 
Transportation crew and then dropped it from an overpass onto a Sacramento freeway, impaling the lung 
of a passenger in a van.

The driver of the van, Tim Page, tells KCRA-TV that he was on Interstate 5 Thursday morning when 
the yellow-and-red tripod smashed through the glass. He says it went through his passenger’s lung and 
popped out.

The man survived but with broken ribs and a partially punctured lung.
Authorities say a 32-year-old man they suspect threw the tripod was arrested on a warrant but may face 

a charge of attempted murder.
Page volunteers with El Dorado Veteran Resources and had picked up his passenger, another veteran, 

from the airport.

In clash with Congress, weak legal case may still help Trump
By JESSICA GRESKO and MARK SHERMAN The Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — For all of President Donald Trump’s talk of winning, his lawyers are using a legal 
argument that many scholars say is a pretty sure loser as his team tries to defy congressional attempts 
to investigate him. Yet they may end up delaying the investigations with their argument, and that could 
be a win in itself.

In courts in New York and Washington, Trump is attempting to beat back subpoenas by Congress to 
get financial records from accountants and banks Trump and his family do business with. His argument 
is that congressional Democrats are out to get him and that they have no “legitimate legislative purpose” 
in seeking his personal records.

Congressional investigations are legitimate only if there is legislation that might result from them, the 
lawsuits say in identical terms. “There is no possible legislation at the end of this tunnel,” both suits claim.

So far a federal judge in Washington has seemed unimpressed with Trump’s attempt to prevent Mazars 
USA, an accountant for the president and Trump Organization, from turning over subpoenaed records to 
Congress. U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta held a hearing in the case Tuesday and could rule anytime on 
Trump’s request.

Separately, a hearing is set for Wednesday in federal court in New York in a lawsuit Trump, his busi-
ness and family have filed against Deutsche Bank and Capital One to prevent them from complying with 
subpoenas from the House Financial Services and intelligence panels for banking and financial records.

The court argument is part of a broader White House strategy to resist all congressional oversight fol-
lowing special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation. “Congressional investigations are intended to obtain 
information to aid in evaluating potential legislation, not to harass political opponents,” White House counsel 
Pat Cipollone wrote in a letter to House members Wednesday .

On Friday, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said he won’t comply with a congressional subpoena for 
six years of Trump’s tax returns. He cited the absence of a “legitimate legislative purpose” as his reason.

The White House approach finds little support among scholars who say Congress’ authority to investigate 
is broad and that in the past century the Supreme Court has never found a problem with a congressional 
investigation for lack of legislative purpose. A 2017 report from Congress’ policy research arm found that 
“courts today generally will presume that there is a legislative purpose for an investigation.”

Charles Tiefer, who served as a lawyer for Congress for 15 years, said lawyers have given up on making 
the kind of argument Trump’s lawyers are making. Tiefer, now a University of Baltimore School of Law 
professor, described the argument as “one of those medieval notions that are not taken very seriously now.”

But even if judges in both cases rule against Trump, he won’t go down without a fight that might take 
months or even years of appeals to resolve. Ohio State law professor Peter M. Shane, who studies the 
separation of powers, described it as Trump’s lawyers “trying to run out the clock until the election.”



Saturday, May 18, 2019 ~ Vol. 27 - No. 312 ~ 20 of 36

Groton Daily Independent
“Why should this misleading argument be any different from any other misleading argument?” Shane 

said, adding: “The reason they’re not making stronger arguments is because stronger arguments aren’t 
available to them.”

Other legal fights over Congress’ attempts to obtain unredacted copies of Mueller’s report and have 
administration officials testify also could get hung up in the courts long enough to spill over into the next 
presidential administration, whether it’s Trump’s second term or his successor’s first. Past impasses be-
tween Congress and the executive branch that led to lawsuits that lasted for years.

Trump’s defenders say his legal arguments are genuine and should be taken seriously. They chastise 
Congress for what they see as politically motivated investigations. Hans von Spakovsky of the conservative 
Heritage Foundation think tank likened the actions of House Democrats to hearings held by the notorious 
House Un-American Activities Committee in the 1950s that targeted people suspected of being Communists.

He pointed out that the Supreme Court has recognized limits on Congress’ investigative power. The high 
court held in a 1957 case that Congress “doesn’t have the constitutional power to expose for the sake 
of exposure,” von Spakovsky said. The case, Watkins v. U.S., was a criminal appeal in which the justices 
threw out a conviction against labor organizer John Watkins for refusing identify Communist Party mem-
bers to lawmakers.

Elaine Kamarck, a scholar at the liberal Brookings Institution who worked in the Clinton White House, 
said the House subpoenas of Trump’s banks and accountants are a world away from the McCarthy era’s 
hunt for Communists.

Congress “is seeking information from a private party about the president of the United States and the 
possibility of some form of conflict of interest, to say it mildly, or corruption,” Kamarck said.

In abortion debates, female lawmakers recount their rapes
By JULIE CARR SMYTH and CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — For more than two decades, Nancy Mace did not speak publicly about her rape. 
In April, when she finally broke her silence, she chose the most public of forums — before her colleagues 
in South Carolina’s legislature.

A bill was being debated that would ban all abortions after a fetal heartbeat is detected; Mace, a Re-
publican lawmaker, wanted to add an exception for rape and incest. When some of her colleagues in 
the House dismissed her amendment — some women invent rapes to justify seeking an abortion, they 
claimed — she could not restrain herself.

“For some of us who have been raped, it can take 25 years to get up the courage and talk about being 
a victim of rape,” Mace said, gripping the lectern so hard she thought she might pull it up from the floor. 
“My mother and my best friend in high school were the only two people who knew.”

As one Republican legislature after another has pressed ahead with restrictive abortion bills in recent 
months, they have been confronted with raw and emotional testimony about the consequences of such 
laws. Female lawmakers and other women have stepped forward to tell searing, personal stories — in 
some cases speaking about attacks for the first time to anyone but a loved one or their closest friend.

Mace is against abortion in most cases and supported the fetal heartbeat bill as long as it contained the 
exception for rape and incest. She said her decision to reveal an attack that has haunted her for so long 
was intended to help male lawmakers understand the experience of those victims.

“It doesn’t matter what side of the aisle you are on, there are so many of us who share this trauma and 
this experience,” Mace said in an interview. “Rape and incest are not partisan issues.”

Personal horror stories have done little to slow passage of bills in Georgia, where a lawmaker told about 
having an abortion after being raped, or Alabama, where the governor this week signed a law that bans 
all abortions unless they are necessary to save the life of the mother.

In Ohio, a fetal heartbeat bill passed even after three lawmakers spoke out on the floor about their 
rapes — among them State Rep. Lisa Sobecki, who argued for a rape exemption by recounting her own 
assault and subsequent abortion.
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It was gut-wrenching, the Navy veteran said, but her decision to speak out was validated the next day 

when she was approached in the grocery store by a man in his 70s, whose wife of 41 years had read of 
her account that morning in the local newspaper. The story prompted his wife to tell him for the first time 
that she also had been raped.

“It’s not just our stories,” Sobecki said. “It’s giving voice to the voiceless, those that haven’t felt for a 
very long time that they could tell their stories and be heard.”

Four years ago, when a previous fetal heartbeat bill was being debated, state Sen. Teresa Fedor, then 
a state representative, surprised colleagues with her story of being raped while in the military and having 
an abortion. She felt compelled to share the story again this year when the issue resurfaced.

“It’s not something you like to focus on,” the Toledo Democrat said. “And it didn’t seem to have an impact 
in stopping the effort, so that’s the sad part.”

The governor signed the bill, without exceptions for rape or incest.
Ohio state Rep. Erica Crawley, a Democrat representing Columbus, said she didn’t intend to share the 

story of her sexual assault when floor debate on the heartbeat bill began. But she said she was motivated 
by a Republican colleague who alleged that witnesses at committee hearings on the bill had exaggerated 
or fabricated their stories.

“I wanted them to know that I’m someone you have respect for, and this has happened to me,” she said.
Crawley felt she had no choice but to speak out: “Because if I stay silent, I feel like I’m complicit.”
Kelly Dittmar, an expert on women and politics at Rutgers University, said she would not be surprised if 

even more female lawmakers begin to speak out about their rapes and abortions. More women feel em-
powered by the #MeToo movement, she said, and the record number of women who won seats in state 
legislatures last year gives them a greater voice.

“For some women who have healed enough in their own personal battles with this type of abuse, they 
might be comfortable speaking about this publicly because they see a higher purpose for it,” she said.

One such woman is Gretchen Whitmer. In 2013, she was minority leader in the Michigan state Senate 
when she spoke against a Republican-backed effort to require separate health insurance to cover abortion.

Seven minutes into her floor speech, a visibly upset Whitmer put down her notes and told her colleagues 
that she had been raped more than 20 years earlier and that the memory of the attack continued to haunt 
her. She thanked God that she had not become pregnant by her attacker.

In an interview this week, the Democrat said her decision to share her story was the right one. After 
her testimony, her office received thousands of emails from people thanking her.

“That was the thing that bolstered me the most and convinced me that I had to continue speaking out 
and running for office and taking action,” she said. “There are a lot of victims and survivors out there who 
care, who need to be heard, who need to be represented and who need the law to reflect what we want 
and need to see in our country.”

Earlier this week, Michigan’s Republican-led Legislature passed two bills to restrict abortions and sent 
them to the governor.

That governor is now Whitmer. She said she will veto both of them.
___
Cassidy reported from Atlanta.
___
Follow Julie Carr Smyth at http://www.twitter.com/jcarrsmyth and Christina Cassidy at http://twitter.com/

AP_Christina

Mongols biker club fined $500,000 but keeps logo trademarks
SANTA ANA, Calif. (AP) — A federal judge on Friday fined the Mongols motorcycle club $500,000 in a 

racketeering and conspiracy case but refused the latest effort in a decade-long attempt by the govern-
ment to take away the club’s control over its logo — a Genghis Khan-style rider in sunglasses astride a 
chopper-style bike.
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Prosecutors had successfully argued before a jury that the logo was core to the identity of the Los An-

geles area-based gang responsible for drug dealing, beatings and murder. They argued that bikers wore 
the badges like armor to intimidate.

In announcing charges in 2008, prosecutors said a forfeiture order would allow any law enforcement 
officer to stop a gang member and “literally take the jacket right off his back.”

A jury that in 2018 convicted the club as a whole of racketeering and conspiracy agreed in January that 
the club’s trademarks should be forfeited to the government.

But in February, U.S. District Judge David O. Carter nullified that part of the verdict, saying it would 
violate the First Amendment rights to freedom of association and Eighth Amendment protections against 
excessive penalties.

On Friday, while fining the club and ordering it placed on five years of probation, Carter rejected a dif-
ferent request by the government. Instead of trying to strip Mongol members of their logo, it asked the 
judge to order the club to give up its trademarks, making it unable to prevent others from using the im-
age, the Los Angeles Times reported.

It was unclear whether the government planned to appeal.
The Mongols was founded in a Los Angeles suburb in 1969. The group is estimated to have more than 

1,000 riders in chapters worldwide.

Political pitfalls: Iran tests ‘America First’ pledge
By ZEKE MILLER and STEVE PEOPLES Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump won the White House pledging to wind down the nation’s 
many foreign entanglements and put “America First.” But as his administration in recent days has sent 
mixed signals on the prospects of a military conflict with Iran, Trump’s campaign trail promise is being 
put to the test.

With the 2020 election approaching, the political pitfalls ahead for the first-term Republican president 
could be serious.

While Trump enjoys overwhelming support from his party, there is little appetite among his loyalists for 
a new military conflict in the Middle East. Many are willing to give him the benefit of the doubt for now, 
but a string of recent moves has sparked concerns that the administration was beating the drums toward 
war. Among the possible precursors to military conflict: new sanctions on Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, 
the deployment of a U.S. aircraft carrier to the region and public warnings of unspecified intelligence that 
Iran might strike at American interests.

Asked this week if the U.S. was going to war with Iran, Trump said simply: “I hope not.”
Aware of the potential backlash from within his party, the president is trying to play down the possibility 

of hostilities. He held the door open for negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program and malign activities in 
the region amid reports that he was pushing back against his more hawkish advisers’ preference for a 
military solution.

Prominent Trump supporters offered a pointed warning on Friday about the prospect of a new war, 
which they view as a direct violation of his “America First” pledge.

“It would be a disaster for him and for the country getting into another military engagement in the 
Middle East,” said Corey Stewart, who led Trump’s 2016 campaign in Virginia. “It does concern me that 
the president has (national security adviser John) Bolton and a lot of these neocons advising him. That’s 
clearly not what he ran on and what most Americans want.”

Foreign policy threatens to be a significant political liability for Trump heading into his 2020 reelection 
campaign.

Overall, 63 percent of Americans said they disapproved of his job handling foreign policy, according 
to a January poll conducted by Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Like other is-
sues, the partisan divide was overwhelming: 76 percent of Republicans approved, while just 8 percent 
of Democrats said the same.
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Yet the Republican Party under Trump’s leadership has shifted away from wanting the United States 

to play an aggressive role in world affairs. Foreign policy hawks in the GOP who have long embraced a 
muscular foreign policy have been marginalized in recent years, dismissed as “globalists.”

By contrast, Democrats are now far more likely than Republicans to say the U.S. should play a more 
active role in solving the world’s problems.

In the AP poll, 43 percent of Democrats said they thought the U.S. should be more active abroad, com-
pared to just 13 percent of Republicans.

Trump on Friday sought to blame the media for the sense of mounting unease over Iran.
“They put out so many false messages that Iran is totally confused,” he told a crowd of real estate 

agents in Washington, complaining about media coverage of his administration’s recent moves. “I don’t 
know, that might be a good thing.”

People close to the president acknowledge that an armed conflict in the region is a real possibility.
Liberty University President Jerry Falwell Jr., a Trump confidant, signaled support for a military solution 

if needed to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon — so long as the United States wouldn’t take 
the lead role in a prospective war.

“Whatever needs to be done to keep Iran from becoming a nuclear power needs to happen,” Falwell 
said in an interview. “I’m not saying the United States needs to do it. Somebody is going to need to do it.”

He added: “The way that it balances out, it might be Saudi Arabia and Israel that go to war with Iran.”
J.D. Gordon, director of national security for Trump’s first campaign, described Iran as “a delicate bal-

ance” for the president, who is surrounded by advisers who “generally agree with his worldview.”
“Preventing an aggressive state sponsor of terrorism from acquiring nuclear weapons through primarily 

economic and diplomatic pressure isn’t as simple as many people would like us to believe,” Gordon said.
While military conflict would likely be unpopular among Republican voters, the politics on Iran are nuanced.
For years, Republicans railed against the multination pact struck under former President Barack Obama 

to remove economic sanctions on Iran in exchange for the country’s pledge to abandon its nuclear pro-
gram. Trump last year withdrew from the deal, thrilling Israel and anti-Obama conservatives at home while 
troubling European allies who insisted it was working.

Mark Dubowitz, CEO of the hawkish Foundation for Defense of Democracies, said Iran takes a paramount 
position in Trump’s worldview, with the president believing the country poses a particularly destructive 
threat.

“I think one should never discount the political calculation, which is that he knows a significant part of 
his base, including tens of millions of evangelical Christians, agree with him,” Dubowitz said.

The passionate opposition to the Iran deal among Trump’s core supporters affords him some room to 
maneuver amid the military buildup, even if “America First” conservatives oppose an outright war.

“I haven’t met anybody who thinks we shouldn’t take an incredibly hard line against Iran,” said Mark 
Meckler, an early leader in the tea party movement. At the same time, he said, “Nobody believes there’s 
going to be a war.”

“What Trump promised in regards to our foreign policy is ‘America First,’” Meckler continued. “He’s do-
ing that.”

___
Peoples reported from New York.
___
Follow Miller and Peoples on Twitter at https://twitter.com/ZekeJMiller and https://twitter.com/sppeoples

Louisiana governor breaks with Democratic Party on abortion
By MELINDA DESLATTE Associated Press

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — Nearly three decades ago, when Democratic Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards’ 
wife was 20 weeks pregnant with their first child, a doctor discovered their daughter had spina bifida and 
encouraged an abortion. The Edwardses refused.
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Now, daughter Samantha is married and working as a school counselor, and Edwards finds himself an 

outlier in polarized abortion politics.
“My position hasn’t changed. In eight years in the Legislature, I was a pro-life legislator,” he said. When 

he ran for governor, his view was the same. “I’m as consistent as I can be on that point.”
Edwards, who has repeatedly bucked national party leaders on abortion rights, is about to do it again. 

He’s ready to sign legislation that would ban the procedure as early as six weeks of pregnancy, before 
many women know they are pregnant, when the bill reaches his desk.

Louisiana’s proposal , awaiting one final vote in the state House, would prohibit abortion after a fetal 
heartbeat is detected, similar to laws passed in Kentucky, Mississippi, Georgia and Ohio that aim to chal-
lenge the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion. Alabama has gone 
even further, enacting a law that makes performing abortions a felony at any stage of pregnancy with 
almost no exceptions.

But the abortion bans in those other conservative states — spurred by anti-abortion activists hoping the 
addition of conservative judges to the Supreme Court could help overturn Roe v. Wade — were backed 
by Republican governors.

A rarity in his party, Edwards’ anti-abortion stance provokes angry outcries on social media from Demo-
cratic voters and disappointment within the party’s broader ranks across the country.

“When Republicans are taking away women’s rights at every step, it’s on the Democrats to show that 
we are the party that will protect women. When we fail to do that, we make it absolutely hopeless for 
women around the country,” said Rebecca Katz, a progressive Democratic consultant.

The abortion-rights debates that divide state Capitols across the nation cause few ripples in the Loui-
siana Legislature. It is one of the country’s most staunchly anti-abortion states, with a law on the books 
that immediately outlaws abortion if Roe v. Wade is ever overturned. State lawmakers annually enact new 
regulations seeking to curb access with bipartisan support.

This year’s so-called heartbeat bill, sponsored by Democratic state Sen. John Milkovich, has received 
little public opposition from lawmakers as it steadily advances. The ban, however, only would take effect 
if a federal appeals court upholds a similar law in Mississippi.

The Louisiana bill includes an exception if the pregnant woman’s health is in “serious risk,” but not for 
pregnancies caused by rape or incest.

“It gives a very small window for a woman to be able to access abortion services,” said Elizabeth Nash 
of the Guttmacher Institute, an abortion rights organization that researches reproductive health issues.

Edwards’ embrace of the anti-abortion legislation is unusual for a present-day Democratic governor, Nash 
said, although that was not always the case.

“If you think back 20 years, abortion politics were less along party lines,” she said. “There were moder-
ate Republicans who supported abortion rights because they felt there was a right to privacy and places 
where government should not go.”

Edwards said his views are in line with the people of his conservative, religious state, who he described 
as “overwhelmingly pro-life.” And he said he extends that philosophy to his decision to expand Louisiana’s 
Medicaid program under the federal health overhaul law, a decision unpopular with Republicans, “because 
I think that, too, is pro-life.”

“That’s the way I was raised. That’s what my Catholic Christian faith requires,” the governor said on his 
monthly radio show. “I know that for many in the national party, on the national scene, that’s not a good 
fit. But I will tell you, here in Louisiana, I speak and meet with Democrats who are pro-life every single day.”

When he ran for governor in 2015, Edwards made opposition to abortion a central platform of his cam-
paign. In a TV ad, his wife, Donna, described being advised to have an abortion because of their daughter’s 
spinal birth defect. The ad showed a grown-up Samantha as Donna Edwards said, “She’s living proof that 
John Bel Edwards lives his values every day.”

Four years later, as Edwards runs for a second term, his two major Republican challengers — U.S. Rep. 
Ralph Abraham and businessman Eddie Rispone — have tried to hammer him for abortion rights policies 
endorsed by his party nationally.
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But that narrative is tough to make stick against a governor who repeatedly signs abortion restrictions, 

along with data released in March that showed the number of abortions in Louisiana declined each year 
of Edwards’ tenure.

“This is not an easy issue to pigeonhole people — or especially me — on, at least, because I don’t think 
the labels really work,” Edwards said.

____
Associated Press Writer Kevin McGill contributed to this report from New Orleans.
____
Follow Melinda Deslatte on Twitter at http://twitter.com/melindadeslatte .

Missouri’s GOP-led Legislature passes 8-week abortion ban
By SUMMER BALLENTINE Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — Missouri’s Republican-led House on Friday passed sweeping legislation 
designed to survive court challenges, which would ban abortions at eight weeks of pregnancy.

If enacted, the ban would be among the most restrictive in the U.S. It includes exceptions for medical 
emergencies, but not for pregnancies caused by rape or incest. Doctors would face five to 15 years in 
prison for violating the eight-week cutoff. Women who receive abortions wouldn’t be prosecuted.

Republican Gov. Mike Parson pledged to sign the bill , but it’s unclear when he’ll take action. When 
pressed on the lack of exceptions, he told reporters that “all life has value.”

The Missouri legislation comes after Alabama’s governor signed a bill Wednesday making performing an 
abortion a felony in nearly all cases.

Supporters say the Alabama bill is meant to conflict with the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legalized 
abortion nationally in hopes of sparking a court case that might prompt the current panel of more con-
servative justices to revisit abortion rights.

Missouri Republicans are taking a different approach.
GOP Rep. Nick Schroer said his legislation is “made to withstand judicial challenges and not cause them.”
He cited extensive “legislative findings” included in the bill about fetal development that are aimed at 

backing up the state’s interest in limiting abortion if the measure is challenged, as well as new judges 
appointed to the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals by President Donald Trump.

Republican House Speaker Elijah Haahr said the measure was drafted with a legal team and based on 
previous court rulings across the U.S.

“We spent hours upon hours researching what courts have said in their decisions and what they believe 
to be important,” Haahr said.

If courts don’t allow Missouri’s proposed eight-week ban to take effect, the bill includes a ladder of less-
restrictive time limits that would prohibit abortions at 14, 18 or 20 weeks or pregnancy.

“While others are zeroing in on ways to overturn Roe v. Wade and navigate the courts as quickly as 
possible, that is not our goal,” Schroer said.

Kentucky , Mississippi , Ohio and Georgia also have approved bans on abortion once fetal cardiac activ-
ity can be detected, which can occur in about the sixth week of pregnancy. Some of those laws already 
have been challenged in court , and similar restrictions in North Dakota and Iowa previously were struck 
down by judges.

Democratic Sen. Jill Schupp said she believes the eight-week ban goes against Roe v. Wade, under which 
justices noted that viability typically was 24 to 28 weeks. But she said parts of the wide-ranging bill likely 
will survive.

“I do believe that there are probably some provisions that will pass court challenges,” Schupp said.
Missouri’s bill also includes an outright ban on abortions except in cases of medical emergencies. But 

unlike Alabama’s, it would kick in only if Roe v. Wade is overturned.
Clinicians reacted with disgust to the passage of the bill.
“Ob-gyns and other women’s health care providers should not be threatened with criminal penalties 



Saturday, May 18, 2019 ~ Vol. 27 - No. 312 ~ 26 of 36

Groton Daily Independent
for delivering evidence based, necessary health care,” the Missouri Section of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists said in an emailed statement.

The Hope Clinic for Women, which performs abortions in Granite City, Illinois, just across the river from 
St. Louis, noted it already sees Missouri patients on a daily basis.

“Our doors remain open for any patient who needs abortion care,” Executive Director Dr. Erin King said 
in a statement.

Abortion-rights supporters in the House chanted, “when you lie, people die” and “women’s rights are 
human rights” during debate on the measure before being escorted from the chamber. Outside, they 
shouted “shame, shame, shame” after lawmakers voted 110-44 to pass it.

Several women dressed as characters from the “The Handmaid’s Tale” watched silently. The Margaret 
Atwood book and subsequent Hulu TV series depicts a dystopian future where fertile women are forced 
to breed.

“Since you’re fine with forcing children who have been raped to have their rapist’s babies, I truly hope 
when y’all go to sleep tonight that you think about that,” Democratic Minority Leader Crystal Quade told 
Republicans on the House floor.

A handful of abortion opponents protested outside the Planned Parenthood clinic in St. Louis on Friday. 
Among them was 21-year-old Teresa Pettis, a Catholic who is five months’ pregnant with her first child.

She said she supports the bill even though it outlaws abortions for women who have been raped.
“Honestly, I don’t think it’s right to punish the child for something the child can’t control,” Pettis said. 

“The baby might be born in unfortunate circumstances, but it’s still a human life.”
Rep. Shamed Dogan was the only Republican to vote against the bill. He cited the lack of exceptions 

for pregnancies borne of rape and incest, and said most residents of his suburban St. Louis district “think 
that’s going too far.”

One Democrat voted in favor.
A total of 3,903 abortions occurred in Missouri in 2017, the last full year for which the state Department 

of Health and Senior Services has statistics online. Of those, 1,673 occurred at under nine weeks and 119 
occurred at 20 weeks or later in a pregnancy.

About 2,900 abortions occurred in 2018, according to the agency.
The bill also bans abortions based solely on race, sex or a diagnosis indicating the potential for Down 

Syndrome.
If Parson signs, most provisions of the bill would take effect Aug. 28.
___
Associated Press writers David A. Lieb and Jim Salter in St. Louis contributed to this report.
___
The Latest updates: http://bit.ly/2EhvlsU

Trump lifts tariffs on Mexico, Canada, delays auto tariffs
By PAUL WISEMAN, TOM KRISHER, KEVIN FREKING and ROB GILLIES The Associated 

Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bogged down in a sprawling trade dispute with U.S. rival China, President Donald 

Trump took steps Friday to ease tensions with America’s allies — lifting import taxes on Canadian and 
Mexican steel and aluminum and delaying auto tariffs that would have hurt Japan and Europe.

By removing the metals tariffs on Canada and Mexico, Trump cleared a key roadblock to a North American 
trade pact his team negotiated last year. As part of Friday’s arrangement, the Canadians and Mexicans 
agreed to scrap retaliatory tariffs they had imposed on U.S. goods.

“I’m pleased to announce that we’ve just reached an agreement with Canada and Mexico, and we’ll be 
selling our product into those countries without the imposition of tariffs, or major tariffs,” Trump said in a 
speech to the National Association of Realtors.

In a joint statement, the U.S. and Canada said they would work to prevent cheap imports of steel and 
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aluminum from entering North America. The provision appeared to target China, which has long been 
accused of flooding world markets with subsidized metal, driving down world prices and hurting U.S. pro-
ducers. The countries could also reimpose the tariffs if they faced a “surge” in steel or aluminum imports.

In Washington, some were urging Trump to take advantage of the truce with U.S. allies to get even 
tougher with China.

“China is our adversary,” said Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb. “Canada and Mexico are our friends. The presi-
dent is right to increase pressure on China for their espionage, their theft of intellectual property, and 
their hostility toward the rule of law. The president is also right to be deescalating tension with our North 
American allies.”

Earlier Friday, the White House said Trump is delaying for six months any decision to slap tariffs on for-
eign cars, a move that would have hit Japan and the Europe especially hard.

Trump still is hoping to use the threat of auto tariffs to pressure Japan and the European Union into 
making concessions in ongoing trade talks. “If agreements are not reached within 180 days, the president 
will determine whether and what further action needs to be taken,” White House press secretary Sarah 
Sanders said in a statement.

In imposing the metals tariffs and threatening the ones on autos, the president was relying on a rarely 
used weapon in the U.S. trade war arsenal — Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 — which 
lets the president impose tariffs on imports if the Commerce Department deems them a threat to national 
security.

But the steel and aluminum tariffs were also designed to coerce Canada and Mexico into agreeing to 
a rewrite of North American free trade pact. In fact, the Canadians and Mexicans did go along last year 
with a revamped regional trade deal that was to Trump’s liking. But the administration had refused to lift 
the taxes on their metals coming into the United States until Friday.

The new trade deal — the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement — needs approval from legislatures in the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. Several key U.S. lawmakers were threatening to reject the pact unless the tariffs 
were removed. And Canada had suggested it wouldn’t ratify any deal with tariffs still in place.

Thomas Donohue, president of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, said the lifting of the tariffs “will bring 
immediate relief to American farmers and manufacturers. Critically, this action delivers a welcome burst 
of momentum for the USMCA in Congress.”

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau credited his government for holding out to get the tariffs removed.
“We stayed strong,” he said. “That’s what workers asked for. These tariffs didn’t make sense around 

national security. They were hurting Canadian consumers, Canadian workers and American consumers 
and American workers.”

Trump had faced a Saturday deadline to decide what to do about the auto tariffs.
Taxing auto tariffs would mark a major escalation in Trump’s aggressive trade policies and likely would 

meet resistance in Congress. The United States last year imported $192 billion worth of passenger vehicles 
and $159 billion in auto parts.

“I have serious questions about the legitimacy of using national security as a basis to impose tariffs on 
cars and car parts,” Iowa Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley, chair of the Senate Finance Committee, said in 
a statement Friday. He’s working on legislation to scale back the president’s authority to impose national 
security tariffs under Section 232.

In a statement, the White House said that Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross has determined that im-
ported vehicles and parts are a threat to national security. Trump deferred action on tariffs for 180 days 
to give negotiators time to work out deals but threatened them if talks break down.

In justifying tariffs for national security reasons, Commerce found that the U.S. industrial base depends 
on technology developed by American-owned auto companies to maintain U.S. military superiority. Because 
of rising imports of autos and parts over the past 30 years, the market share of U.S.-owned automakers 
has fallen. That has caused a lag in research and development spending which is “weakening innovation 
and, accordingly, threatening to impair our national security,” the statement said.

The market share of vehicles produced and sold in the U.S. by American-owned automakers, the state-
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ment said, has declined from 67% in 1985 to 22% in 2017.

But the statistics don’t match market share figures from the industry. A message was left Friday seeking 
an explanation of how Commerce calculated the 22%.

In 2017, General Motors, Ford, Fiat Chrysler and Tesla combined had a 44.5% share of U.S. auto sales, 
according to Autodata Corp. Those figures include vehicles produced in other countries.

It’s possible that the Commerce Department didn’t include Fiat Chrysler, which is now legally headquar-
tered in The Netherlands but has a huge research and development operation near Detroit. It had 12% 
of U.S. auto sales in 2017.

The Commerce figures also do not account for research by foreign automakers. Toyota, Hyundai-Kia, 
Subaru, Honda and others have significant research centers in the U.S.

Meanwhile, Trump is locked in a high stakes rumble with China. The U.S. accuses Beijing of stealing 
trade secrets and forcing American companies to hand over technology in a head-long push to challenge 
American technological dominance. The two countries have slapped tariffs on hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in each other’s products. Talks broke off last week with no resolution.

The hostilities between the world’s two biggest economies have weighed heavily the past couple of 
weeks on the U.S. stock market, threatening a long rally that Trump touted as a vindication of his economic 
policies. Opening a new front in the trade wars against EU and Japan likely would have worried investors 
even more.

___
Rob Gillies reported from Toronto and Tom Krisher from Detroit. Darlene Superville, Deb Riechmann and 

Martin Crutsinger in Washington and Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this story.

Trump sows confusion on Iran as tensions appear to ease
By ROBERT BURNS and ZEKE MILLER Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — It started with a surprise statement on a Sunday night that the U.S. was rushing 
military forces to counter alleged Iranian threats. What followed were two weeks of bombastic rhetoric 
and swells of fear and confusion over whether Washington and Tehran were lurching toward open conflict. 
And that’s how President Donald Trump says he likes it.

“With all of the Fake and Made Up News out there,” Trump wrote Friday on Twitter, “Iran can have no 
idea what is actually going on.”

Later, in a speech to real estate agents, Trump made no effort to clarify, saying, “It’s probably a good 
thing because they’re saying, ‘Man, I don’t know where these people are coming from,’ right?”

It’s the latest manifestation of Trump’s unpredictable foreign policy, which has made a virtue of keeping 
foes guessing and frequently leaves allies rattled and members of Congress frustrated.

“Given the degree to which the president has mischaracterized prior intelligence on other matters, or 
disputed the work product of the agencies when it contradicted his preferred narrative, his actions have 
generated understandable doubt on what we really know of Iranian plans and intentions,” said Rep. Adam 
Schiff, chairman of the House Intelligence Committee.

Schiff, D-Calif., said Iran poses a real threat to the West and endorsed the administration’s warning to 
Iran that any attack on U.S. forces “would be disastrous” for Iran.

Armed conflict seemed unlikely in the short term, with no further U.S. buildup in the works and no fresh 
Iranian provocations. But neither did the administration appear closer to its stated goal of applying enough 
diplomatic, economic and military pressure on Tehran to compel it to end support for extremist groups 
and other disruptive policies.

The USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier and its battle group, whose accelerated deployment triggered 
the concern in some quarters about a drift toward conflict with Iran, by Friday had reached the waters 
of the Arabian Sea without incident, U.S. defense officials said. It typically would proceed farther into the 
Persian Gulf and thus closer to Iran during such a deployment, though as a matter of policy the Navy does 
not disclose ship movements in advance.
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The carrier is on an around-the-world deployment and was sailing in the Mediterranean Sea when John 

Bolton, Trump’s national security adviser, announced on May 5 that it had been ordered to the Middle East, 
along with an aircraft bomber group, in response to “troubling and escalatory indications and warnings.” 
The unusual Sunday night announcement raised questions — many still unanswered — about exactly what 
new threats Iran had posed.

Other officials later said Iran had loaded fully assembled ballistic missiles aboard small boats in Iranian 
territorial waters. This suggested the possibility of an Iranian intent to threaten Western military or com-
mercial ships, though that threat seems not to have materialized. Last weekend, four non-U.S. commercial 
vessels were damaged in the Gulf, and while details are unclear, U.S. officials said it appeared likely that 
Iran had a hand in the apparent sabotage.

Some analysts see the administration’s military moves as a deliberate effort to put Iran’s leaders on 
edge, perhaps with the broader goal of encouraging them to take Trump up on his offer of direct talks.

“I think it was a well-coordinated psyops campaign,” said Mark Dubowitz, the chief executive of the 
Foundation for the Defense of Democracies. “Psyops” is a reference to psychological operations aimed at 
influencing or intimidating an adversary.

If that is the case, the administration’s moves also managed to unnerve and confound many in Congress 
as well as some American allies, who openly expressed worry that Washington could be drifting toward 
armed conflict with Iran.

Concerns escalated further with the State Department’s announcement this week that it was pulling all 
nonessential employees out of Iraq. Officials later said this was a precaution and not a sign of impending 
military action.

Top leaders in Congress received a classified briefing on Iran on Thursday, but many other lawmakers 
from both parties have criticized the White House for not keeping them informed. Acting Defense Secre-
tary Patrick Shanahan and other top officials are expected to brief members of the Senate behind closed 
doors on Tuesday. The House also has requested a briefing.

Trump complained on Friday about news coverage of Iran developments, particularly those reports sug-
gesting that he was at odds with Bolton and others in his administration who have most vocally advocated 
confrontation with Iran.

“They put out so many false messages that Iran is totally confused,” Trump said in his speech to the 
real estate agents. “I don’t know, that might be a good thing.”

Trump said on Thursday he hoped the U.S. was not on a path to war with Iran, and a day earlier he ex-
pressed a desire for dialogue, tweeting, “I’m sure that Iran will want to talk soon.” But Tehran has showed 
no outward sign of preparing to talk.

Trump’s recent tone contrasted with a series of moves by the U.S. and Iran that have sharply escalated 
tensions in the Middle East in recent days.

On Friday, an official with Iran’s powerful Revolutionary Guard warned that Iranian missiles can “easily 
reach warships” in the Persian Gulf and elsewhere in the Middle East. The semi-official Fars news agency 
quoted Mohammad Saleh Jokar as saying that Iran’s missiles have a range of 2,000 kilometers — about 
1,250 miles— and can attack any target in the region.

Iran poses a particular challenge for Trump. While he talks tough against foreign adversaries to the 
delight of his supporters, a military confrontation with Iran could make him appear to be backtracking on 
a campaign pledge to keep America out of foreign entanglements.

Tensions started to spiral last year when Trump pulled out of a deal the U.S. and other world powers had 
signed with Iran during the Obama administration. The deal lifted economic sanctions on Iran in exchange 
for curbing of its nuclear program.

___
Associated Press writers Matthew Lee and Deb Riechmann contributed to this report.
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Federal appeals court rules against Trump on ending DACA

By ALAN SUDERMAN Associated Press
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A federal appeals court ruled Friday the Trump administration acted in an 

“arbitrary and capricious” manner when it sought to end an Obama-era program that shields young im-
migrants from deportation.

A three-judge panel of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 2 to 1 that the Trump administra-
tion violated federal law when it tried to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program without 
adequately explaining why. The ruling overturns a lower court ruling a judge in Maryland made last year, 
which Trump had previously praised via Twitter.

Friday’s ruling will not have any immediate effect as other federal courts have already ordered that DACA 
be kept in place.

The 4th Circuit ruling said the Department of Homeland Security did not “adequately account” for how 
ending DACA program would affect the hundreds of thousands of young people who “structured their 
lives” around the program.

“We recognize the struggle is not over and there are more battles to fight in the Supreme Court on this 
road to justice, but our families are emboldened by knowing that they are on the right side of history,” 
said Gustavo Torres, executive director of Casa de Maryland, the lead plaintiff in the case.

Trump and his Justice Department have argued that the Obama administration acted unlawfully when 
it implemented DACA. The Justice Department declined to comment.

Preserving DACA is a top Democratic priority, but discussions between Trump and Democrats on the 
issue have gone nowhere.

Trump’s latest immigration plan, unveiled Thursday, does not address what to do about the hundreds 
of thousands of young immigrants brought to the U.S. as children. White House press secretary Sarah 
Sanders told reporters that “every single time that we have put forward or anyone else has put forward 
any type of immigration plan that has included DACA it’s failed.”

DACA’s fate could be decided by the Supreme Court, which is weighing the Trump administration’s ap-
peals of other federal court rulings.

The justices have set no date to take action.
If the high court decides it wants to hear the appeals, arguments would not take place before the fall. 

That means a decision is not expected until 2020, which could come in the thick of next year’s presidential 
contest.

___
Associated Press writer Mark Sherman in Washington contributed to this report.

Cart-riding John Daly shoots 76 for a 151, will miss PGA cut
By TOM CANAVAN AP Sports Writer

FARMINGDALE, N.Y. (AP) — John Daly and his bum right knee rode away from the PGA Championship 
happy to get the chance to play, even with the aid of a cart that caused some controversy.

Daly shot a 6-over 76 on Friday and finished 36 holes at Bethpage Black at 11 over, a score that will 
miss the cut for the weekend.

The results were not surprising, considering the 53-year-old Daly has been playing in the PGA Tour 
Champions, a 50-and-older circuit that allows for carts, since 2016, winning once in 2017. He has not won 
on the PGA Tour since capturing the 2004 Buick Open.

The decision by the PGA of America to allow Daly to use a cart in this event because of his arthritic right 
knee has been an issue for many.

But the fans loved seeing the cigarette-smoking, long-hitting Daly, who looks more like an average 
weekend golfer than a pro.

“I was happy I played,” Daly said after the round. “I played good. It’s a major championship. If you miss 
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a fairway here and there by just a little bit, you are going to score bad and I did.”

The worst might have been the bogey on the 18th, his final hole. His drive found a bunker. His second 
shot found another bunker and his third found a greenside bunker.

After the second shot, he drove to his bag as the caddie manicured the sand, grabbed a club and 
slammed the bag down.

Daly drove to the greenside bunker, hit the sand wedge to within 2 feet and knocked it in for a bogey.
The crowd roared.
It was a perfect ending to a performance that was anything but.
Daly said he felt obligated to play in the PGA Championship, the tournament that made him a fan fa-

vorite after he won at Crooked Stick in 1991 at the ninth alternate. He added a second major, capturing 
the British Open in 1995.

“This is a week I can’t leave disgusted because I played good golf,” Daly said. “It played long and you 
just miss fairways by a little bit, the rough is so thick; probably the thickest I have ever seen, you are just 
laying up. I’m not strong enough to get it anywhere near.”

Daly, who visibly limped when he walked on the course, added that he just couldn’t get his putts to the 
hole.

When someone noted he had two birdies on Friday, he quipped, “At least I finally made a few.”
Daly is the first player to ride in a cart at a major since Casey Martin in the U.S. Open at Olympic Club 

in 1998 and 2012.
He also has asked for an exemption for the British Open and is awaiting a response.
___
More AP golf: https://apnews.com/apf-Golf and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

‘Caine Mutiny,’ ‘Winds of War’ author Herman Wouk has died
By HILLEL ITALIE AP National Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Herman Wouk, the versatile, Pulitzer Prize winning author of such million-selling 
novels as “The Caine Mutiny” and “The Winds of War” whose steady Jewish faith inspired his stories of 
religious values and secular success, died on Friday at 103.

Wouk was just 10 days shy of his 104th birthday and was working on a book until the end, said his 
literary agent Amy Rennert.

Rennert said Wouk died in his sleep at his home in Palm Springs, California, where he settled after 
spending many years in Washington, D.C.

Among the last of the major writers to emerge after World War II and first to bring Jewish stories to a 
general audience, he had a long, unpredictable career that included gag writing for radio star Fred Allen, 
historical fiction and a musical co-written with Jimmy Buffett. He won the Pulitzer in 1952 for “The Caine 
Mutiny,” the classic Navy drama that made the unstable Captain Queeg, with the metal balls he rolls in 
his hand and his talk of stolen strawberries, a symbol of authority gone mad. A film adaptation, starring 
Humphrey Bogart, came out in 1954 and Wouk turned the courtroom scene into the play “The Caine 
Mutiny Court-Martial.”

Other highlights included “Don’t Stop the Carnival,” which Wouk and Buffett adapted into a musical, and 
his two-part World War II epic, “The Winds of War” and “War and Remembrance,” both of which Wouk 
himself adapted for a 1983, Emmy Award-winning TV miniseries starring Robert Mitchum. “The Winds of 
War” received some of the highest ratings in TV history and Wouk’s involvement covered everything from 
the script to commercial sponsors.

Wouk (pronounced WOKE) was an outsider in the literary world. From Ernest Hemingway to James 
Joyce, major authors of the 20th century were assumed either anti-religious or at least highly skeptical. 
But Wouk was part of a smaller group that included C.S. Lewis, Chaim Potok and Flannery O’Connor who 
openly maintained traditional beliefs. One of his most influential books was “This Is My God,” published in 
1959 and an even-handed but firm defense of Judaism. For much of his life, he studied the Talmud daily 
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and led a weekly Talmud class. He gave speeches and sermons around the country and received several 
prizes, including a lifetime achievement award from the Jewish Book Council. During his years in Wash-
ington, the Georgetown synagogue he attended was known unofficially as “Herman Wouk’s synagogue.”

Jews were present in most of Wouk’s books. “Marjorie Morningstar,” published in 1955, was one of the 
first million-selling novels about Jewish life, and two novels, “The Hope” and “The Glory,” were set in Israel.

Wouk had a mixed reputation among critics. He was not a poet or social rebel, and shared none of the 
demons that inspired the mad comedy of Philip Roth’s “Portnoy’s Complaint.” Even anthologies of Jewish 
literature tended to exclude him. Gore Vidal praised him, faintly, by observing that Wouk’s “competence is 
most impressive and his professionalism awe-inspiring in a world of lazy writers and TV-stunned readers.”

But Wouk was widely appreciated for the uncanniness of his historical detail, and he had an enviably 
large readership that stayed with him through several long novels. His friends and admirers ranged from 
Israeli Prime Ministers David Ben-Gurion and Yitzhak Rabin to Nobel laureates Saul Bellow and Elie Wiesel. 
President Ronald Reagan, in a 1987 speech honoring 37 sailors killed on the USS Stark, quoted Wouk: 
“Heroes are not supermen; they are good men who embody — by the cast of destiny — the virtue of 
their whole people in a great hour.”

Wouk was well remembered in his latter years. In 1995, the Library of Congress marked his 80th birthday 
with a symposium on his career; historians David McCullough, Robert Caro, Daniel Boorstin and others 
were present. In 2008, Wouk received the first ever Library of Congress Award for Lifetime Achievement 
in the Writing of Fiction. He published the novel “The Lawgiver” in his 90s and at age 100 completed a 
memoir. Wouk’s longevity inspired Stephen King to title one story “Herman Wouk is Still Alive.”

The son of Russian Jews, Wouk was born in New York in 1915. The household was religious — his mother 
was a rabbi’s daughter — and devoted to books. His father would read to him from Sholem Aleichem, the 
great Yiddish writer. A traveling salesman sold his family the entire works of Mark Twain, who became 
Wouk’s favorite writer, no matter how irreverent on matters of faith.

“I found it all very stimulating,” Wouk, in a rare interview, told The Associated Press in 2000. “His work 
is impregnated with references to the Bible. He may be scathing about it, but they’re there. He’s making 
jokes about religion, but the Jews are always making jokes about it.”

Wouk majored in comparative literature and philosophy at Columbia University and edited the college’s 
humor magazine. After graduation, he followed the path of so many bright, clever New Yorkers in the 
1930s: He headed for California, where he worked for five years on Fred Allen’s radio show.

If war had not intruded, he might have stuck to comedy sketches. After the bombing of Pearl Harbor he 
enlisted in the Navy and served as an officer in the Pacific. There, he received the writer’s most precious 
gift, free time, and wrote what became his first published novel, the radio satire “Aurora Dawn.”

“I was just having fun. It had never occurred to me write a novel,” he said.
By the time “Aurora Dawn” came out, in 1947, Wouk was married and living in New York. His novel was 

a Book-of-the-Month Club selection and he would soon publish “City Boy,” a coming-of-age story highly 
influenced by Twain.

In 1951, Wouk released his most celebrated novel, “The Caine Mutiny.” It sold slowly at first but even-
tually topped best-seller lists and won a Pulitzer. For a time, Wouk was compared to other World War II 
novelists: Norman Mailer, Irwin Shaw, James Jones.

But his next book looked into domestic matters. Wouk spoke often of his concern about assimilation 
and this story told of an aspiring Jewish actress whose real name was Marjorie Morgenstern. Her stage 
name provided the novel’s title, “Marjorie Morningstar.”

“My agent was absolutely appalled,” Wouk said. “He submitted it to the editor of a women’s magazine 
and the editor said, ‘Herman Wouk has destroyed himself. He’s a man who writes big, sweeping dramas 
about men in action. Then he writes about this girl and nothing happens. He should burn this book and 
forget it.’”

But like “The Caine Mutiny,” the novel sold millions and was made into a movie, starring Natalie Wood. 
(Wouk eventually bought Wood’s former home in Palm Springs). He was famous enough to appear on 
the cover of Time magazine, even as some Jews complained his book perpetuated stereotypes and critics 
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complained he was too old-fashioned, too accepting of authority.

Captain Queeg, for example, may be a villain in popular culture, but “The Caine Mutiny” was not 
“Catch-22.” Wouk was just as hard on the officers who rebelled against Queeg. The “crux” of the story, 
Wouk wrote in his journal, was that the “mutiny was a mistake” and the crew should have stood by its 
leader, however flawed.

Over the years, Wouk responded to criticism in two ways: He didn’t judge the characters in his stories, 
but tried to tell the truth; and whether he really challenged authority depended on what you thought 
needed challenging.

He believed that among writers, anti-conformity was a kind of conformity. “It seems curious,” he wrote 
in “Aurora Dawn,” ‘’that life ‘as it really is,’ according to modern inspiration, contains a surprising amount 
of fornication, violence, vulgarity, unpleasant individuals, blasphemy, hatred, and ladies’ underclothes.”

Wouk knew others didn’t share his views. Both “This Is My God” and “The Will to Live On” took a similar 
approach to “Mere Christianity” and other works by C.S. Lewis. They preached not to the converted, but 
to the curious. They anticipated arguments about religion and tried their best to answer them.

His books followed no proven formula. They were all personal, from the works on religion to “Inside, 
Outside,” an autobiographical novel he considered his favorite.

“I’m not out front as a figure, and that suits me,” he told the AP. “I love the work and it’s the greatest 
possible privilege to say, ‘Here are these books that exist because I had to write them.’ The fact that they 
were well received is just wonderful.”

In 1945, Wouk married Betty Sarah Brown, who also served as his agent. They had three sons— Na-
thaniel, Joseph and their eldest, Abraham, who drowned in 1951, a death that left Wouk with “the tears 
of the scar of a senseless waste.”

Fire, ice and fate: Endgames arrive for ‘Game of Thrones’
By ANDREW DALTON AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — When season eight of “Game of Thrones” began, The Associated Press examined 
the arcs of the major characters who had survived the bloody series until its final season. With Sunday’s 
finale of the HBO show looming, here’s an update on where those characters stand after an action-packed 
season of zombie-mobbing, dragon-torching and secret-revealing. Will Daenerys end up ruling the Seven 
Kingdoms? Jon? Sansa? No one? And how many really want to anymore? Warning: MAJOR SPOILERS 
throughout.

DAENERYS TARGARYEN
Is there anything more powerful than the Mother of Dragons aboard her favorite son firebombing the 

city of King’s Landing into oblivion? Maybe the fan backlash. Daenerys went from flawed heroine to heel 
in the season’s penultimate episode. That spawned Twitter outrage, a petition demanding a do-over, and 
perhaps regret among the hundreds of American parents who, according to the Social Security Administra-
tion, named their daughters Daenerys or Khaleesi back when she was breaking chains instead of burning 
innocents. Many viewers, however, thought it a logical, even inevitable, turn of events. The daughter of 
the Mad King had just seen her best friend beheaded, her longest-serving retainer killed in battle, and 
her cherished birthright cast in doubt by the man she loves. Now, having conquered the capital, with a 
ruthless army still intact and her dragon seemingly unstoppable, she has everything she once wanted, 
except Westeros’ love. Having horrified her closest allies, will she hang on to it all? Fall to the sword of an 
angry Stark? Can her conscience return as quickly as it left?

JON SNOW
Is it possible that after eight seasons, Jon Snow still knows nothing? Even after he rose to become lord 

commander of the Night’s Watch, united enemies to fight the army of the dead, came back from death 
himself, and learned he’s not a bastard but a Targaryen who should be heir to what’s left of the Iron 
Throne, Jon appears to be as confused and aimless as when he began. He refused to force his birthright, 
yielding power to his queen, aunt and apparent ex-girlfriend Daenerys, and then watched helplessly as 
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she burned King’s Landing and most of its inhabitants. Will he find a way to rise once more and fight back 
against this destroyer version of Dany? Will he use his newfound dragon-riding skills to somehow hijack 
Drogon into triumph? Such a heroic end would require more of him, but the narrative of the show has 
never given up on Jon.

ARYA STARK
Arya could have wandered into the woods and disappeared halfway through the season and she would 

have retired a legend. She used her years of assassin training to kill the Night King when all seemed lost 
at the Battle of Winterfell, snatching the savior-of-humanity role from her big brother Jon Snow. She’s 
killed most of those responsible for her mother and brother’s slaughter at the Red Wedding. She even lost 
her virginity on her terms in a moment of mature empowerment rarely afforded to women in this world. 
(The thousands of parents who named their daughter Arya are feeling just fine.) But her role has become 
uncertain since. She turned away from her attempt to assassinate Queen Cersei in the last episode, and 
seemed to have sworn off a life of revenge. But then she became a firsthand witness to Daenerys’ atroci-
ties. Is there one last name on her kill list?

SANSA STARK
Sansa sat out the last episode, and she chose the right one to miss, staying safely in the flame-free 

North at her family home. As the show’s ultimate survivor — and the character who has grown and learned 
the most since she started as a prissy princess in waiting — it is easy to imagine her as ruler of an inde-
pendent Winterfell should the finale play out that way. But the major figures of Dany and Jon still stand 
above her — and in her way.

BRAN STARK
In the show’s first episode, Bran was forced to behold a beheading. Since then, seeing things has be-

come his specialty. He’s become desensitized to looking on such horrors, assuming a mystical role as the 
Three-Eyed Raven, timeless seer of all. He’s played a crucial role at various points in the story this season, 
revealing to his Jon his true identity, luring the Night King for his sister Arya to kill, and dispensing some 
essential bits of wisdom. But it’s hard to imagine him doing anything other than meditating into snowy 
eternity as the series ends.

TYRION LANNISTER
Tyrion has become an expert at survival and reinvention, but as Hand of the Queen he has failed miser-

ably this season in trying to rein in Daenerys and steer her toward diplomacy over destruction. He was 
technically still in Daenerys’ service when the last episode ended, and in one of very few images revealed 
of the finale, he is shown walking through the ruins of the city. He could take one last stab at counseling 
the seemingly now-mad queen, or maybe use his proximity to her to attempt a literal last stab and sacri-
fice himself to save the realm.

CERSEI LANNISTER
Cersei stayed at the center of the action for the first seven seasons but had nearly nothing to do in the 

eighth, watching from a window and drinking wine as her fate played out. Part of this was by her own 
design — she and her army sat out the Battle of Winterfell with hopes her rivals would be so weakened 
by the army of the dead that she could hang on to her kingdom. Never a leader who inspired loyalty, she 
tried to use human shields to hang on to her throne. But Daenerys turned out to be just as ruthless, and 
that meant Cersei’s end.

JAIME LANNISTER
Jaime found his redemption this season, then decided he didn’t want it. He defied his twin sister Cersei 

and fought gallantly with his former enemies the Starks against the army of the dead. He used his own 
knighthood to bestow knight status on Brienne of Tarth in one of the most tear-jerking moments in the 
entire series. Then he and Brienne, who always brought out the best in him, became unlikely lovers. But 
only briefly. In the end, he wanted what he had declared to be his only need all along, the incestuous love 
of Cersei. The two of them were crushed under the wreckage of the Red Keep as they embraced, leaving 
the world touching each other, just as they had entered it.

___
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Follow AP Entertainment Writer Andrew Dalton on Twitter: https://twitter.com/andyjamesdalton .

Today in History
By The Associated Press undefined

Today in History
Today is Saturday, May 18, the 138th day of 2019. There are 227 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 18, 1896, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Plessy v. Ferguson, endorsed “separate but equal” racial 

segregation, a concept renounced 58 years later by Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka.
On this date:
In 1642, the Canadian city of Montreal was founded by French colonists. (On this date in 1765, one-

quarter of Montreal was destroyed by a fire.)
In 1652, Rhode Island became the first American colony to pass a law abolishing African slavery; how-

ever, the law was apparently never enforced.
In 1781, Peruvian revolutionary Tupac Amaru II, 43, was forced to witness the execution of his relatives 

by the Spanish in the main plaza of Cuzco before being beheaded.
In 1863, the Siege of Vicksburg began during the Civil War, ending July 4 with a Union victory.
In 1920, Pope John Paul II was born Karol Wojtyla (voy-TEE’-wah) in Wadowice (vah-duh-VEET’-seh), 

Poland.
In 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a measure creating the Tennessee Valley Authority.
In 1944, during World War II, Allied forces occupied Monte Cassino in Italy after a four-month struggle 

with Axis troops.
In 1953, Jacqueline Cochran, 47, became the first woman to break the sound barrier as she piloted a 

Canadair F-86 Sabre jet over Rogers Dry Lake, California.
In 1967, Tennessee Gov. Buford Ellington signed a measure repealing the law against teaching evolution 

that was used to prosecute John T. Scopes in 1925.
In 1973, Harvard law professor Archibald Cox was appointed Watergate special prosecutor by U.S. At-

torney General Elliot Richardson.
In 1980, the Mount St. Helens volcano in Washington state exploded, leaving 57 people dead or missing.
In 1981, the New York Native, a gay newspaper, carried a story concerning rumors of “an exotic new 

disease” among homosexuals; it was the first published report about what came to be known as AIDS.
Ten years ago: President Barack Obama urged Israeli leader Benjamin Netanyahu during a White House 

meeting to stop Jewish settlements and grasp a “historic opportunity” to make peace with the Palestinians. 
Myanmar’s pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi went on trial, charged with violating conditions of 
her years-long detention by sheltering an American man, John Yettaw, who swam to her lakeside home. 
(Suu Kyi, who would become the country’s leader, was convicted and sentenced to three years of hard 
labor; the sentence was commuted to 18 months of house arrest. Yettaw was sentenced to seven years 
in prison but released on humanitarian grounds.) Spacewalking astronauts finished repairs to the Hubble 
Space Telescope.

Five years ago: AT&T Inc. agreed to buy satellite TV provider DirecTV for $48.5 billion, or $95 per share. 
(The deal was completed in 2015.) Singer Jerry Vale, 83, died in Palm Desert, California. Cinematographer 
Gordon Willis (“The Godfather,” ‘’Annie Hall” and “All the President’s Men”) died on Cape Cod, Massachu-
setts, at age 82.

One year ago: A 17-year-old armed with a shotgun and a pistol opened fire at a Houston-area high 
school, killing eight students and two teachers. (Dimitrios Pagourtzis is charged in state court with capital 
murder; his attorney says he is facing 11 federal charges.) A 39-year-old airliner crashed and burned in 
a field just after taking off from Havana, Cuba, killing 112 people. President Donald Trump said he would 
nominate acting Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie to permanently lead the department. (Wilkie was 
confirmed by the Senate in July.) Hasbro announced that the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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had issued a trademark for the scent of Play-doh.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Bill Macy is 97. Actress Priscilla Pointer is 95. Hall of Fame sportscaster Jack 
Whitaker is 95. Actor Robert Morse is 88. Actor Dwayne Hickman is 85. Baseball Hall of Famer Brooks 
Robinson is 82. Actress Candice Azzara is 78. Bluegrass singer-musician Rodney Dillard (The Dillards) is 
77. Baseball Hall of Famer Reggie Jackson is 73. Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M., is 71. Country singer Joe Bonsall 
(The Oak Ridge Boys) is 71. Rock musician Rick Wakeman (Yes) is 70. Rock singer Mark Mothersbaugh 
(Devo) is 69. Actor James Stephens is 68. Country singer George Strait is 67. Actor Chow Yun-Fat is 64. 
International Tennis Hall of Famer Yannick Noah is 59. Rock singer-musician Page Hamilton is 59. Con-
temporary Christian musician Barry Graul (MercyMe) is 58. Contemporary Christian singer Michael Tait is 
53. Singer-actress Martika is 50. Comedian-writer Tina Fey is 49. Rock singer Jack Johnson is 44. Country 
singer David Nail is 40. Rhythm-and-blues singer Darryl Allen (Mista) is 39. Actor Matt Long is 39. Actor 
Allen Leech is 38. Christian-rock musician Kevin Huguley (Rush of Fools) is 37. Christian singer Francesca 
Battistelli is 34. Actor Spencer Breslin is 27. Actress Violett Beane is 23. Actress Hala Finley is 10.

Thought for Today: “A conference is a gathering of people who singly can do nothing, but together can 
decide that nothing can be done.” — Fred Allen, comedian (1894-1956).
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