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OPEN:  Re-
cycling Trailer in 

Groton
The recycling 

trailer is located 
at 10 East Rail-
road Ave. It takes 
cardboard, papers 
and aluminum 
cans. 
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BLIZZARD WARNING

Issue Date:3:22 AM Fri, Apr 12, 2019
Expiration:1:00 PM Fri, Apr 12, 2019

...BLIZZARD WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 PM CDT THIS AFTERNOON...
* WHAT...Blizzard conditions. Additional snow accumulations of up to one inch. Winds gusting as high 

as 40 mph.
* WHERE...McPherson, Brown and Edmunds Counties.
* WHEN...Until 1 PM CDT this afternoon.
* ADDITIONAL DETAILS...Plan on slippery road conditions. Patchy blowing snow could significantly re-

duce visibility. The hazardous conditions could impact the morning commute.
A Blizzard Warning means severe winter weather conditions are expected or occurring. Falling and blow-

ing snow with strong winds and poor visibilities are likely. This will lead to whiteout conditions, making 
travel extremely dangerous. Do not travel. If you must travel, have a winter survival kit with you. If you 
get stranded, stay with your vehicle. 

The latest road conditions can be obtained by calling 5 1 1.
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Hi, my name is Bary 
Keith, a Groton resi-
dent.  I have just re-

cently joined the Harr 
Motors sales team.  I'm 

excited to start help-
ing people get into the 
right vehicle for them.  
Right now, any vehicle 

purchased from me, un-
til the end of April, will 
receive an Autostart at 
no charge.  Give me a 

call (605-216-6952)  or 
(605-725-8624) or stop 
out and see me at Harr 

Motors today!!!

4255 6th Ave 

Community Events

* Ken’s Food Fair will open at 8 a.m. today
* Professional Management Services will open at 9:30 a.m.
* No Aberdeen paper today
* No School in Groton Area today
* City Hall is closed today
* The Brown County Courthouse will open at 1:00 pm on Friday April 12.
* Due to the weather, the PAC cookie dough pick up is postponed. We do not have exact date 
nailed down yet, but it will NOT be today April 12. 
* The KG Roundup scheduled for today is rescheduled for April 30th.
* The Easter Egg Hunt planned for this Saturday has been postponed to April 20th.
* The Girls Golf Meet at Milbank scheduled for Monday is cancelled.
* Varsity track meets scheduled for Tuesday at Webster and Deuel are cancelled.
* Tuff Tigers Awards has been rescheduled for Thursday, April 18.

Come and go Bridal shower for Emily Kern, bride to be of Nathan Skadsen, 
Sunday, April 28 2019 2-5 pm at 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
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Groton City Notice
Sump Pumps must 

be discharged 
OUTSIDE!

Failure to comply will result in fines.

Hiring High Schoolers!
If you are 16 or older and need a 

summer job, the Groton Rehabilitation Center 
has the job for you! 

During the summer, you can work inside and get some 
experience for a CNA career in the future!

We are an equal employment opportunity employer. All qualified applicants will receive consideration 
for employment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability status, 

protected veteran status or any other characteristic protected by law.

1106 N 2nd Street ~ Groton, SD  ~ 605-397-2365

Gov. Noem Orders State Office Closures In 50 Counties Friday
 
PIERRE, S.D. – Gov. Kristi Noem has ordered state government offices in 50 counties to be closed all 

day Friday because of the continuing April snow storm while state government offices in the 16 remaining 
counties will open either in the morning or afternoon.

 
The openings or closures for state offices were decided based on when either blizzard or winter storm 

warnings ended for each county.
 
Counties opening at 8 a.m. local time are (11): Campbell, Clay, Corson, Fall River, Harding, Lincoln, Min-

nehaha, Perkins, Turner, Union and Yankton.
 
Counties opening at 1 p.m. local time are (5): Butte, Custer, Lawrence, Meade and Pennington.
 
Counties closed for the day are (50):  Aurora, Beadle, Bennett, Bon Homme, Brookings, Brown, Brule, 

Buffalo, Charles Mix, Clark, Codington, Davison, Day, Deuel, Dewey, Douglas, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, 
Gregory, Haakon, Hamlin, Hand, Hanson, Hughes, Hutchinson, Hyde, Jackson, Jerauld, Jones, Kingsbury, 
Lake, Lyman, Marshall, McCook, McPherson, Mellette, Miner, Moody, Oglala Lakota, Potter, Roberts, San-
born, Spink, Stanley, Sully, Todd, Tripp, Walworth and Ziebach.

 
Only essential personnel within state offices in the 50 closed counties should report to their work stations.
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has been rescheduled to
April 30th

All scheduled times will stay the 
same. Please contact Heidi Krueger 

at the elementary school 
to confirm this new date. 

605/397-2317

KG
Groton Area’s

Blizzard Conditions Hit with a Fury!

Groton Prairie Mixed
 
Coyotes 78, Cheetahs 75 ½ 

Foxes 72, Jackelopes 69, Chip-
munks 67, Shih Tzus 58 ½

 High game:  Men – Brad Waage 
235, 220, 203, Roger Colestock 
192, Randy Stanley 187

Women – Vicki Walter, Lori 
Giedt 170, Lori Wiley 161

 High series:  Men – Brad 
Waage 658, Roger Colestock 531, 
Randy Stanley 503

Women – Lori Wiley 449, Sue 
Stanley 441, Vicki Walter 439
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City plan for snow removal on streets
The upcoming blizzard will create challenges for the City of Groton Street Department. According to 

Terry Herron, Street Superintendent, many of the roads in Groton are very soft and snow removal on 
those streets may not be done. Attempting to remove snow on soft roads can cause major damage to 
the streets. It is also recommended to stay off those streets as much as possible. The city will keep the 
emergency routes open which is shown on the map below.
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Today in Weather History  

April 12, 1970: A strong spring storm affected the northern and western two-thirds of South Dakota. 
Heavy snow fell throughout the morning hours dumping over a foot of snow over a large area of the state. 
Winds whipped the snow into 2 to 4-foot drifts across much of northern South Dakota. The Aberdeen area 
was the hardest hit with around 17 inches reported. While southeast South Dakota, southwest Minnesota, 
and northwest Iowa did not feel the effects of the storm, east-central South Dakota was not as fortunate. 
Freezing drizzle and freezing rain resulted in heavy icing in east central South Dakota causing extensive 
damage. The ice storm caused power outages to 20 to 80% of the rural electric service in the area. 

1927: A tornado wiped out the town of Rock Springs Texas, killing 72 persons and causing 1.2 million 
dollars damage. The tornado was more than one mile in width and destroyed 235 of 247 buildings, leav-
ing no trace of lumber or contents in many cases. Many survivors were bruised by large hail that fell after 
the passage of the tornado.  

1934: Winds atop Mount Washington New Hampshire, averaged 186 mph for five minutes, with a peak 
gust of 231 mph, the highest wind speed ever clocked in the world at that time.  In a report released by 
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), that record was toppled in 1996 at Barrow Island, Austra-
lia during Typhoon Olivia. The new world record is now 253 mph. The 316 mph wind speed recorded at 
Moore, Oklahoma on 5/3/1999 logged during an F5 tornado was not recorded at ground level.

1945: A series of significant tornadoes raked Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, and Illinois. Antlers, Oklahoma 
were nearly obliterated by a massive F5 tornado that zigzagged from southwest to northeast across the 
town. 69 people died in the twister. Another tornado killed eight people in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The 
disaster was overshadowed by the loss of President Franklin Roosevelt, who died suddenly at his vacation 
home at Warm Springs, Georgia. 

1987 - A cold front crossing the central U.S. produced heavy snow in the Central Rockies, and severe 
thunderstorms over Kansas and Oklahoma. Snowfall totals ranged up to 16 inches at Red Mountain Pass 
CO. Thunderstorm winds gusted to 87 mph at Ponca City OK. Winds associated with the cold front itself 
gusted to 69 mph at Tucumcari NM. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Snow blanketed the Southern Appalachians. Totals in North Carolina ranged up to 17 inches at 
Mitchell. Winds at Flat Top Mountain gusted to 80 mph. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Twenty-two cities in the south central and eastern U.S. reported record low temperatures for the 
date, including Elkins WV with a low of 15 degrees, and Baton Rouge LA with a reading of 37 degrees. 
(The National Weather Summary)

1990 - Arctic air invaded the central U.S. Lincoln, NE, reported a record low of 17 degrees. Thunderstorms 
developing along the arctic cold front produced heavy snow in north central Kansas, wind gusts to 61 mph 
at Midland TX, and wind gusts to 69 mph at Rawlins WY. Warm weather prevailed in the southwestern 
U.S. Las Vegas NV reported a record high of 91 degrees, and on the 13th, Sacramento CA reported a 
record high of 95 degrees. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

2010 - One-inch diamemter hail falls in Fresno, CA. Two condominiums are destroyed by thunderstorms 
in California’s San Joaquin Valley. Up to three funnel clouds were also seen in the region.
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The historic snowstorm will wind down today with only a trace to 2 inches for additional snowfall. Breezy 
and gusty north to northwest winds will remain in place during the morning hours, which will create con-
tinued blowing and drifting snow. Winds will gradually diminish later this afternoon into this evening.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp: 29 °F at 12:00 AM 
Low Outside Temp: 25 °F at 10:06 PM
High Gust: 36 mph at 10:52 AM
Precip: as of 5 p.m.: 10” snow .78 moisture

Today’s Info
Record High: 85° in 1931, 1925
Record Low: 9° in 1991
Average High: 55°F 
Average Low: 30°F 
Average Precip in April.: 0.52
Precip to date in April.: 0.87
Average Precip to date: 2.70
Precip Year to Date: 3.84
Sunset Tonight: 8:16 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:52 a.m.
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DISGRACE OR WISDOM: OUR CHOICE

The word pride seems to be closely connected to those who are arrogant or who have an unreasonably 
elevated opinion or value of themselves. It presents a picture, in our minds, of one who looks down on 
others with an attitude of superiority or condescension. Often, we look at those whom we consider full 
of pride as also being full of themselves and their abilities. They cannot see God as the giver of every gift 
they have. In Hebrew, pride comes from a word meaning to boil and when water boils, it must be chan-
neled or there will be an explosion.

A person of humility is one who is seen as being submissive to authority, compliant and willing to listen, 
observe, and learn. A humble person does not attempt to keep others from being recognized or rewarded 
for what they have accomplished. Their modesty gives God credit for what He has done through them. 
And, they also understand that all things come from God and, in all reality, belong to Him.

Is it any wonder, then, that Solomon says, When pride comes, then comes disgrace; but with humility 
comes wisdom. If we see ourselves as being above and beyond others, as possessing more ability and 
knowledge than others, more of anything and everything that others have, we find no room for growth 
and our need for wisdom, especially Gods wisdom. We have it all together. No wonder the proud end up 
in disgrace they cannot see who or what they are.

But the humble? They are open, honest, able, and willing to recognize their need for Gods guidance and 
His wisdom. They desire to know Him and be like His Son!

Prayer: Help us, Father, to realize our limitations, temptations, and failures, and to depend on You to 
meet our needs for wisdom and guidance. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace; but with humility comes 
wisdom
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 01/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 03/17/2019 Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year)
• 04/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 04/27/2019 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/04/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/27/2019 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program (Memorial Day)
• 06/13/2019 Transit Fundraiser (Thursday Mid-June)
• 06/14/2019 SDSU Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 06/15/2019 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 06/21/2019 Best Ball Golf Tourney
• 06/22-23/2019 Groton Junior Legion Tournament
• 06/29/2019 Groton U10/U12 Round Robin Tournament
• 07/04/2019 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 07/14/2019 Summer Fest/Car Show (Sunday Mid-July)
• 07/18/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Pro Am Tournament
• 07/21/2019 Granary Ice Cream Social & Family Music Fest
• 08/02/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Wine on Nine
• 08/09-11/2019 State Junior Legion Tournament in Groton
• 08/22/2019 First Day of School
• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/08/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday, Labor Day-Memorial Day, 6:30pm at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 4/4/2020 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 4/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 5/2/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
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Powerful storm winding down, but still creating travel woes
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Blizzard conditions that have made travel treacherous and closed interstates 

and schools in the Upper Midwest were expected to wind down leaving unseasonably cold temperatures 
through the weekend.

Strong winds and additional snow were expected to create blizzard conditions from eastern South Dakota 
into southeastern North Dakota and western Minnesota Friday before the powerful storm system moves 
north to Canada and weakens.

South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem closed government offices in most of the state’s 66 counties for a third 
day Friday and ordered others to open in the afternoon. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz declared a state of 
emergency in 64 counties and three tribal nations, authorizing the National Guard to provide emergency 
aid to those dealing with the storm or flooding, including residents in Oslo where the Red River continued 
to rise.

Agriculture report shows fewer but larger farms in US
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — The latest Census of Agriculture shows the number of farms and ranches in 

the U.S. has fallen but the remaining operations are larger and are responsible for a higher percentage 
of agricultural sales.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture released the 2017 Census of Agriculture on Thursday, marking the 
29th release of the report since the government began collecting the data in 1840. Since 1982, it has 
been released every five years.

The census shows there were 2.04 million farms and ranches in 2017, down 3.2 percent from 2012. The 
average size of those operations was 441 acres, an increase of 1.6 percent.

About 75 percent of all sales came from only 105,453 of those farms, down more than 14,000 from 2012.
The average age of producers was 57.5.

‘Bomb cyclone’ snow, wind impacts Midwest, Great Lakes
By BLAKE NICHOLSON Associated Press

Heavy snow and strong winds hammered parts of the central U.S. on Thursday and began moving into 
the Great Lakes region, knocking out power to tens of thousands of people and creating hazardous travel 
conditions a day after pummeling Colorado.

The spring blizzard — the second “bomb cyclone” storm system to hit the region in a month — left 
behind hundreds of canceled flights at Denver International Airport, along with wintertime temperatures 
and snarled traffic before blanketing parts of the Upper Midwest with up to 2 feet  (0.61 meters) of snow.

Hundreds of schools canceled classes in Minnesota, Nebraska and South Dakota, where the governor 
closed state offices in much of the state for a second day Thursday because of dangerous road conditions.

The Minnesota State Patrol said it had responded to more than 500 crashes statewide since Wednesday, 
while the National Guard stood ready to rescue any stranded motorists.

“It’s a mess out here. And that is an understatement,” Minnesota State Patrol Lt. Gordon Shank said.
In Nebraska, the State Patrol sent additional troopers into the state’s panhandle, and several highways 

were closed. Whiteout conditions were reported in western Nebraska and northwest Kansas.
Winter storm warnings were posted Thursday for northern Wisconsin and Michigan as heavy snow, 

strong winds, sleet and freezing rain moved into the region. The National Weather Service reported that 
daily snowfall records had already fallen in La Crosse, Wausau and Green Bay.

Records also were expected to fall in the Upper Midwest, Weather service meteorologist Steven Flee-
gel said. As much as 25 inches of snow had been reported in northeastern South Dakota, with snowfall 

News from the
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forecast to continue into Friday in that state, Minnesota and southeastern North Dakota. Several highways 
and stretches of interstates were closed in the three states.

A “bomb cyclone” is a weather phenomenon that entails a rapid drop in air pressure and a storm 
strengthening explosively. Weather service meteorologist Mike Connelly said this week’s storm system 
drew up moisture from the Gulf of Mexico as it moved out of the Rocky Mountains. He described the 
potential snowfall as “historic.”

“This time of year (in) the central, southern Plains, you get severe weather — thunderstorms and torna-
does. Unfortunately in the Dakotas, we get feet of snow,” he said.

Nearly 77,000 homes and business were without power across Minnesota, South Dakota, Iowa and 
Michigan Thursday, according to PowerOutage.us. The main culprit was snow and ice accumulating on 
power lines, along with strong winds, said Matt Lindstrom, spokesman for Minneapolis-based Xcel Energy.

In southwest Minnesota, the National Weather Service said there could be half an inch of ice accumula-
tions and winds up to 50 mph (80.46 kph). At least three highways in the region had to be closed Thursday 
due to fallen power poles or lines on the roadway.

The system also created hazardous wildfire conditions in parts of Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico.
The threat of severe weather will shift this weekend to southern states including Texas, Louisiana and 

Arkansas, including the cities of Houston, Dallas and New Orleans, according to the weather service’s 
Storm Prediction Center. Threats will include damaging winds, large hail and tornadoes.

An unusual but not rare weather phenomenon known as “thunder snow” — snow accompanied by thun-
der and lightning — was reported Wednesday and Thursday in central South Dakota.

In addition to the immediate impacts, the storm threatened to swell rivers in the Midwest that flooded 
after March’s drenching, which caused billions of dollars in flood damage in Nebraska, Missouri, Iowa and 
South Dakota. Forecasters aren’t expecting similar flooding this time around thanks to the absence of a 
wet snowpack on frozen ground.

___
Nicholson reported from Bismarck, North Dakota. Associated Press writers contributing to this report 

include Bob Moen in Cheyenne, Wyoming; Nelson Lampe in Omaha, Nebraska; Gretchen Ehlke in Milwau-
kee; and David Runk in Detroit.

Sioux Falls mayor wants to reduce prostitution, sex crimes
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The Sioux Falls mayor wants the city to crack down on prostitution.
The Argus Leader reports that Mayor Paul TenHaken is asking for two additional police officers to help 

target prostitutes, pimps and johns doing business in the city. He wants to triple the number of stings 
aimed at stopping sex crimes.

TenHaken says the city’s growth and its location at the intersection of two interstates makes the area 
prime territory for sex trafficking and prostitution.

Sioux Falls authorities have made at least seven arrests this year related to buying and selling sex.
The two new officers would increase the city’s street crimes unit to six people.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

South Dakota tracks won’t see any horse races this year
ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — There will be no horse racing this year at South Dakota tracks for the first time 

in decades.
Northeast Area Horse Racing said Tuesday that the Aberdeen track will not host races in 2019, Aberdeen 

American News reported. The announcement came two weeks after the state’s only other race track 
suspended activities this year in Fort Pierre.

Bubby Haar, the Aberdeen organization’s president, said the track is unable to host horse races this year 
because the group cannot meet the South Dakota Gaming Commission’s new bond requirement, which is 
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intended as insurance to cover losses or unpaid vendors.

State legislators recently approved $120,000 over two years to help keep the horse racing industry 
afloat, but Haar expressed doubt that it would be enough to sustain both racing locations, even with lower 
operating costs compared to the past. He has explained that races used to cost more than $300,000 per 
location, per season.

The industry was dealt another blow last month when the state House rejected legislation that would 
have created a new revenue stream for horse racing by taxing out-of-state companies that take online 
wagers on horse racing from South Dakota residents.

“It is a sad day for all of us who care about the industry. ... We are hopeful and remain optimistic that 
in the future perhaps there will be some new form of funding or a type of private investor who would be 
willing to help the industry get going again,” Haar said.

___
Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

Sudanese army says it holds president, won’t extradite him
By MAGGIE MICHAEL Associated Press

CAIRO (AP) — The Sudanese army will not extradite deposed President Omar al-Bashir but will put him 
on trial at home, before the nation, the military said Friday as it defended its ouster of the longtime ruler, 
saying it was in response to the demands of the people.

“This was not a coup,” Col. Gen. Omar Zein Abedeen told reporters in the capital, Khartoum, but a “tool 
of change.”

Al-Bashir, wanted by the International Criminal Court, faces charges of war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity and genocide for his deadly campaign against insurgents in Darfur, where up to 300,000 people 
were killed and 2.7 million driven from their homes by militias he backed.

To hand over al-Bashir would be “an ugly mark on Sudan ... even rebels carrying weapons, we won’t 
extradite them,” said Zein Abedeen, who has been tasked by the military to lead a political dialogue.

Speaking at a press conference in Khartoum that was broadcast on state TV and flanked by other offi-
cers also in uniform, he left open the possibility that a future civilian government in Sudan could extradite 
al-Bashir to the court in The Hague, Netherlands.

The 75-year-old al-Bashir is in custody, Zein Abedeen said, but declined to provide more details or say 
where the president of 30 years is being held. He also confirmed that top government members, including 
the vice president and al-Bashir’s associates, are under arrest but didn’t give any names.

Zein Abedeen, who is on the military transitional council which took over after overthrowing al-Bashir on 
Thursday, also insisted the army has no ambition to hold the reins of power for long.

“We came ... to guide the country forward,” Zein Abedeen said, apparently trying to reassure Sudanese 
protesters holding a sit-in outside the military headquarters. The protesters have defied the military, which 
imposed a state of emergency and a nighttime curfew after it arrested al-Bashir.

He pledged the military would stay on only as long as it’s needed, or for a maximum of two years.
Meanwhile, the pro-democracy protesters who spent four months on the streets rallying against al-Bashir, 

pressed on with their campaign for a civilian government.
Thousands kept up their sit-in outside the Khartoum military headquarters overnight and into the morn-

ing, despite the curfew. Organizers said they would keep up the campaign and that they disagree with 
the army’s plans to rule the country for the next two years.

Zein Abedeen did not indicate at the press conference that the army would move against the protesters, 
but made vague remarks how he would “come out ... sit on the grass” and talk with the demonstrators.

The mood among the crowd appeared festive Friday, with protesters playing music and chanting, “Down 
again” — a reference to Defense Minister Awad Mohammed Ibn Ouf who announced al-Bashir’s ouster on 
Thursday on Sudanese state TV.
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Ibn Ouf, who is on a U.S. sanctions list for genocide in Darfur, was sworn in as head of the new military 

transitional council, which also includes Zein Abedeen.
The rest of the council is yet to be announced. The Sudanese official news agency SUNA reported that 

Ibn Ouf postponed this step, pending “further consultations.” SUNA said Ibn Ouf would meet with political 
factions and leaders of the protest movement later in the day.

The U.S. State Department has called on the Sudanese military to “follow the will of the people” and 
“commit to the speedy handover to civilian rule.”

On Friday, the commander of Sudan’s feared Rapid Support Force, a paramilitary force, said it would 
not “accept any solutions rejected by the Sudanese people” and for “opening the door for dialogue” with 
the protest movement.

The force draws its origins from the Janjaweed militias that were implicated in the Darfur genocide. 
Mohammed Hamadati, the commander, said talks are needed so Sudan would “avoid slipping into chaos.”

In his televised announcement Thursday, Ibn Ouf said also that the military had suspended the consti-
tution, dissolved the government, declared a three-month state of emergency and closed the country’s 
borders and airspace.

Sudan analyst and researcher Eric Reeves described the military’s ouster of the longtime president as a 
“palace coup with al-Bashir as scapegoat.”

“The three-month state of emergency is a clear indication that they intend to crush the uprising in this 
time,” he said of the Sudanese military.

___
Associated Press writer Sarah el-Deeb in Beirut contributed to this report.

DeChambeau, Koepka look to maintain momentum at the Masters
By DAVID BRANDT AP Sports Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — Bryson DeChambeau swears by science. Brooks Koepka is all about his routine.
The Americans atop the Masters leaderboard have vastly different strategies when it comes to golf, but 

both have figured out something that works at Augusta National. They each shot a 6-under 66 in the 
opening round — blazing through the back nine — and will look to keep that momentum going when they 
tee off Friday morning.

The 25-year-old DeChambeau charged up the leaderboard on Thursday by making birdies on six of the 
final seven holes. His only setback was a bogey on No. 14.

DeChambeau said improved play with his wedges and irons has made a major difference in his game. 
After Thursday’s round, he detailed a marathon 14-hour practice session last week in Dallas where he 
tried to figure out the problem. He used terms like “spin loft curve” to describe.

Not everyone understood. But DeChambeau does, and that’s really all that matters. Now he feels like 
he’s ready to contend for the win in his third Masters appearance.

“I don’t know if I’m going to be able to figure out every little nuance of this golf course in my third year 
playing,” DeChambeau said. “But what I can do is prepare as good as I can and be comfortable with my 
own game in any situation; so that when I get out here, any situation that arises, I feel I can execute and 
play the game that’s necessary.”

The 28-year-old Koepka also had an impressive finish on Thursday. He played a bogey-free round and 
made five birdies on the back nine. As usual, his combination of long, straight drives and solid putting was 
a formidable mix.

He’s already won three majors, including two U.S. Opens and a PGA Championship. Now it looks like he’s 
ready to contend at the Masters after missing last year’s tournament because of a wrist injury.

“I keep pretty much the same routine for all the majors,” Koepka said. “It’s very simple. There’s no added 
stress during the week. It’s pretty much the same people that are staying with me.”

Plenty of big names are chasing DeChambeau and Koepka. Three-time Masters winner Phil Mickelson is 
one shot back after shooting a 67. The 48-year-old was at even par through 11 holes on Thursday before 
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closing with five birdies on the final seven holes.

Ian Poulter and Dustin Johnson are two shots back. Adam Scott and Jon Rahm are in a group that’s 
three back. Tiger Woods begins the day four shots back after shooting a 70.

___
For more AP golf coverage: https://apnews.com/apf-Golf and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

‘I know nothing’ - Trump changes his tune on WikiLeaks
By JONATHAN LEMIRE and ERIC TUCKER Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — It was a far cry from “I love WikiLeaks!”
President Donald Trump declared that “I know nothing about WikiLeaks” after its disheveled founder 

Julian Assange was hauled out of the Ecuadorian Embassy in London to face charges, a stark contrast to 
how candidate Trump showered praise on Assange’s hacking organization night after night during the final 
weeks of the 2016 presidential campaign.

Asked about Thursday’s arrest, Trump said at the White House, “It’s not my thing. I know there is some-
thing having to do with Julian Assange. I’ve been seeing what’s happened with Assange and that will be 
a determination, I would imagine, mostly by the attorney general, who’s doing an excellent job. So, he’ll 
be making a determination . I know nothing really about him.”

“It’s not my deal in life.”
But WikiLeaks was Trump’s deal in 2016 as he welcomed the political boost his campaign got and cheered 

on the release of Clinton campaign emails.
On the same October day that the “Access Hollywood” tape emerged, revealing that Trump had bragged 

in 2005 about groping women, WikiLeaks began releasing damaging emails from Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
manager, John Podesta. Trump and his allies, facing a tough battle in the campaign’s final month, seized 
on the illegal dumps and weaponized them.

“WikiLeaks, I love WikiLeaks,” Trump said in Pennsylvania.
“This WikiLeaks is like a treasure trove,” Trump said in Michigan.
“Boy, I love reading WikiLeaks,” Trump said in Ohio.
All told, Trump extolled WikiLeaks more than 100 times, and a poster of Assange hung backstage at the 

Republican’s debate war room. At no point from a rally stage did Trump express any misgivings about how 
WikiLeaks obtained the emails from the Clinton campaign or about the accusations of stealing sensitive 
U.S. government information, which led to the charges against Assange on Thursday.

Assange for years has been under U.S. Justice Department scrutiny for WikiLeaks’ role in publishing 
thousands of government secrets. He was an important figure in special counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia 
probe, as investigators examined how WikiLeaks obtained emails that were stolen from Democratic groups.

When asked about Assange in 2017, Trump said he did not “support or unsupport” WikiLeaks’ move to 
release hacked emails and that he would not be involved in any decision for the U.S. government to ar-
rest Assange.

“I am not involved in that decision,” whether or not to arrest Assange, Trump told The Associated Press 
then, “but if they want to do it, it’s OK with me.”

The Justice Department now has charged Assange with taking part in a computer hacking conspiracy, 
accusing him of scheming with Chelsea Manning, a former Army intelligence analyst, to break a password 
for a classified government computer.

The single charge of computer intrusion conspiracy carries up to five years in prison, though the Justice 
Department can add additional charges depending on the evidence it gathers. Manning was ordered jailed 
last month for refusing to testify before a grand jury in Alexandria, Virginia, suggesting that prosecutors 
are still at work.

It was unclear why the Assange charge, which was brought under seal last year, was made public at 
this time and why he was taken into custody now — weeks after Mueller’s investigation had concluded. 
None of the allegations in the case relate to Russian election interference or WikiLeaks’ role in publishing 
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emails stolen from Democrats by Russian intelligence operatives.

An indictment against 12 Russians last year described WikiLeaks’ role in publishing hacked emails in the 
run-up to the 2016 presidential election. Though the indictment said WikiLeaks had worked to coordinate 
the release of information, there was no allegation that the organization solicited the hacking of Democratic 
email accounts or worked with Russians.

Assange’s arrest provoked passionate responses overseas, and from some who had expressed concern 
about whistleblower protections, but the initial bipartisan reaction in Washington was relief.

“I’m glad to see the wheels of justice are finally turning when it comes to Julian Assange,” tweeted Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., a Trump ally. “In my book, he has NEVER been a hero. His actions - releasing 
classified information - put our troops at risk and jeopardized the lives of those who helped us in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.”

And Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, ranking Democrat on the intelligence committee, said he hoped the 
British courts would quickly transfer Assange to U.S. custody “so he can finally get the justice he deserves.”

Assange’s lawyer has previously said he planned to fight any U.S. charges against him. Assange took 
refuge in the Ecuadorian Embassy in London in 2012 after he was released on bail in Britain while facing 
extradition to Sweden on sexual assault allegations that have since been dropped. British police said Assange 
had been arrested Thursday for breaching his bail conditions and in relation to the U.S. arrest request.

___
Lemire reported from New York. Associated Press writer Darlene Superville contributed from Washington.
___
Follow Lemire on Twitter at http://twitter.com/@JonLemire and Tucker at http://twitter.com/@etuckerAP
___
Follow AP’s coverage of the arrest of WikiLeaks’ founder Julian Assange: https://www.apnews.com/

WikiLeaks

House Democrats mark their 1st 100 days with wins, stumbles
By LISA MASCARO and PADMANANDA RAMA Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Newly elected Rep. Sharice Davids is most proud of setting up a congressional 
office in part of her Kansas district she said hadn’t seen one for years. For Georgia Rep. Lucy McBath, 
her biggest victory was passing the gun background checks legislation she advocated for after her son’s 
shooting death. And for New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, her top achievement was the introduc-
tion of the landmark Green New Deal .

As the Democratic freshmen lawmakers round the first 100 days of their new majority in the House, 
they’re taking stock of their accomplishments, noting the stumbles and marking their place as a front line 
of resistance to President Donald Trump.

“When I came here, I said the days of business as usual in the Congress are done, and I think that’s 
what we’ve seen,” said Rep. Lauren Underwood, D-Ill., a nurse and former Obama administration official, 
who took over a GOP-held seat in the Chicago suburbs.

The first 100 days is often a milestone for a new Congress — an automatic, if arbitrary, moment to as-
sess the workings of the legislative branch. This year, it’s even more noteworthy because of the historic 
nature of the freshmen class. It is two-thirds Democrat, with more women than men on that side of the 
aisle. It’s also the most diverse ever , with many newbies swept into office in a blue wave that followed 
two years of Trump.

House Democrats set out an ambitious agenda with legislation on the kitchen table priorities that helped 
them win the majority — protecting the Affordable Care Act, imposing new ethics rules — while engaging 
in aggressive oversight of the Trump administration. Their investigations extend well beyond special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s probe into Russian interference in the 2016 election as they dig into the president’s 
business dealings and push for Trump’s tax returns .

But with the spotlight comes high-profile setbacks. Democrats splintered over Ocasio-Cortez’s climate 
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change proposal and exposed party divisions over Israel’s treatment of Palestinians. One new lawmaker, 
Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, stunned some when, on Day One, she told supporters — using an expletive — 
that the new majority would impeach Trump.

Moreover, few of their bills will ever be signed into law. In fact, most are simply resolutions that are being 
panned by the Senate, where Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is providing backstop with his Republican 
majority to keep the measures from ever making it to Trump’s desk.

House Republicans gathered on the Capitol steps for their own 100-day event, ridiculing the new majority 
for catering to their liberal left flank and failing to keep their campaign promises.

“I have one question for the Democrats after their first 100 days: What have you accomplished?” said 
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., on Wednesday. “Name me one problem you have solved.”

Another Republican, Minority Whip Steve Scalise of Louisiana, warned that Democrats are veering toward 
socialism. As he did, a passer-by among the crowds of tourists outside the Capitol shouted, “I stand with 
Ilhan!” — a reference to outspoken freshman Rep. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota.

Democrats know they face challenges ahead, not only in avoiding the internal divisions that stymied 
House Republicans when they were in power but also in delivering on their campaign promises.

“For me personally, the biggest frustration has been that we’re working on a lot of different things. But 
if you’re just looking at the media, the narrative is not showing that,” said freshman Democratic Rep. Katie 
Hill of California. “It makes it seem like all we’re focusing on is the president and responding to whatever 
tweet of the day or the investigation and so on, but we’re actually working on the issues that we were 
elected to do.”

Tlaib said the most surprising thing to her so far has been the “lack of urgency” among some in Con-
gress. As few joined her push to impeach, she said she thinks “we’re going to look back and say we wish 
we did more.”

Freshman Rep. Tom Malinowski, a Democrat who will face a potentially tough re-election in New Jersey, 
says part of the majority’s job is to at least show voters what’s possible.

“There will be some things that stand no chance of enactment, and we knew that, but that’s OK,” Ma-
linowski said. “Because one of our jobs is to give people hope that something better is possible if we do 
in 2020 what we did in 2018.”

At House Democrats’ retreat this week in Virginia, Ocasio-Cortez said their power lies in being able “to 
come in as a class.”

Many of them say they know theirs is a historic moment, even amid the everyday challenges of being 
new on the job.

Underwood, who gathered the freshmen to make a video showcasing what they were most proud of, 
acknowledged the hurdles ahead.

“Moving forward, we will need to continue to work not just to pass bills in the House but do things that 
can gain broad support so that they can get enacted into law,” she said.

“People in my community are looking for impactful change — they can feel a difference.”

Labour Party says UK should oppose Assange extradition to US
By GREGORY KATZ Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Key figures in Britain’s opposition Labour Party said Friday the government should op-
pose the extradition of Julian Assange to the United States.

Party leader Jeremy Corbyn said in a tweet that the U.S. is trying to extradite Assange because he ex-
posed “evidence of atrocities in Iraq and Afghanistan.”

Diane Abbott, Labour’s spokeswoman for domestic affairs, told the BBC the government should block 
the extradition on human rights grounds, adding that much of the information that he brought into the 
public domain was in the public interest. Abbott said the U.S. case against Assange is about the “embar-
rassment of the things he’s revealed about the American military and security services.”

Police arrested the WikiLeaks founder Thursday at the Ecuadorian embassy in London after Ecuador 
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withdrew his asylum.

He is in custody awaiting sentencing for jumping bail in 2012, and is also facing what is expected to be 
a lengthy extradition proceeding initiated by the United States.

U.S. Justice Department officials seek to put Assange on trial for allegedly conspiring to break into a 
classified government computer at the Pentagon. The charge was announced after Assange was taken 
into custody. If found guilty, Assange faces a maximum five years in prison.              It is also possible 
that Assange, 47, will face an extradition request from Sweden if prosecutors there decide to pursue al-
legations of rape and sexual misconduct against him.

Assange took refuge in the Ecuadorian embassy in 2012 after he was released on bail in Britain while 
facing extradition to Sweden on the allegations. He had stayed inside the embassy building for seven years.

Swedish prosecutors dropped the case against Assange in 2017, saying at the time there was no prospect 
of bringing him to Sweden because of his protected status inside the embassy.

Assange received a verbal rebuke in his first court appearance Thursday afternoon when District Judge 
Michael Snow found him guilty of breaching his bail conditions.

“Mr. Assange’s behavior is that of a narcissist who cannot get beyond his own selfish interests,” Snow said.
Assange’s next court appearance was set for May 2 via prison video-link in relation to the extradition 

case, a process that involves several layers of appeal that could take years.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press undefined

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. WHO’S CHANGING HIS TUNE ON WIKILEAKS
President Donald Trump declares “I know nothing about WikiLeaks” after its founder Julian Assange 

was hauled out of the Ecuadorian Embassy in London to face charges, a stark contrast to how candidate 
Trump showered praise on the hacking organization during his 2016 presidential campaign.

2. WIKILEAKS’ STATUS IN THE MEDIA WORLD COMPLEX
Assange’s arrest reignites a debate with no easy answer: Is the former computer hacker and founder of 

WikiLeaks a journalist or not?
3. INSIDE BUTTIGIEG’S ‘COMPLICATED’ RELATIONSHIP WITH PENCE
Openly gay South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg became a celebrated voice for LGBT equality, 

and as a Democratic presidential contender his rhetoric toward Vice President Mike Pence has hardened.
4. HOUSE DEMOCRATS MARK FIRST 100 DAYS
Democratic freshmen lawmakers are taking stock of their accomplishments, noting the stumbles and 

marking their place as a front line of resistance to Trump.
5. MEMORIAL SPOTLIGHTS MAN BEHIND NIPSEY HUSSLE RAP PERSONA
For a decade, Nipsey Hussle released much sought-after mixtapes that he sold out of the trunk of his 

car, helping him create a buzz and gain respect from rap purists and his peers.
6. HOW S. KOREAN BABIES BORN DEC. 31 BECOME 2-YEAR-OLDS THE NEXT DAY
South Korean babies become 1 on the day of their birth and then get an additional year tacked on when 

the calendar hits Jan. 1.
7. EX-OBAMA WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL CHARGED IN LOBBYING PROBE
Former Obama White House counsel Greg Craig has been indicted on charges of making false statements 

and concealing information in a federal foreign lobbying investigation that intersected with the Russia probe.
8. TALIBAN DECLARES START OF SPRING OFFENSIVE
The Taliban announced the start of their spring offensive despite talking peace with the United States.
9. ALABAMA HALTS EXECUTION OF MAN WHO KILLED PASTOR 
An Alabama inmate convicted in the 1991 sword-and-dagger slaying of a pastor was spared from a 

scheduled lethal injection after the state was unable to lift a last-minute stay.
10. DECHAMBEAU, KOEPKA SHARE LEAD AT THE MASTERS
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Bryson DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka each shot a 6-under 66 in the opening round.

Israeli spacecraft crashes in attempt to land on moon
By ISABEL DEBRE Associated Press

YEHUD, Israel (AP) — An Israeli spacecraft crashed into the moon just moments before touchdown, 
failing in an ambitious attempt to make history Thursday as the first privately funded lunar landing.

The spacecraft lost communication with ground control during its final descent. Moments later, the mis-
sion was declared a failure.

“We definitely crashed on the surface of the moon,” said Opher Doron of Israel Aerospace Industries.
He said the spacecraft’s engine turned off shortly before landing, and scientists were still trying to figure 

out the cause. The spacecraft, called Beresheet, was in pieces scattered at the landing site, he said.
Doron nonetheless called the mission an “amazing success,” for reaching the moon and coming so close 

to landing successfully.
“It is by far the smallest, cheapest spacecraft ever to get to the moon,” he said. Beresheet was about 

the size of a washing machine.
The mishap occurred in front of a packed audience that included Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

and was broadcast live on national television.
“We will try again,” Netanyahu said. “We reached the moon, but we want to land more comfortably, 

and that is for the next time.”
It had been hoped that the small robotic spacecraft, built by the nonprofit SpaceIL and state-owned 

Israel Aerospace Industries, would match a feat that has been achieved only by U.S., Russia and China.
The failure was a disappointing ending to a lunar voyage of 6.5 million kilometers (4 million miles), almost 

unprecedented in length and designed to conserve fuel and reduce price. The spacecraft hitched a ride 
on a SpaceX rocket launched from Florida in February.

For the past two months, Beresheet, which means “Genesis” or “In the Beginning,” traveled around the 
Earth several times before entering lunar orbit.

Around 20 minutes before the scheduled landing, engine firings slowed Beresheet’s descent. Engineers 
watched in silence as the craft, its movements streamed live on dozens of screens, glided toward a free-fall.

But then the screens showed the engine misfiring, and the velocity surging as it headed toward the lunar 
surface. Radio signals from the spacecraft, abruptly cut off.

Standing before darkened computer screens, controllers declared the mission a failure. The craft crashed 
near the historic Apollo landing sites.

President Reuven Rivlin hosted dozens of youngsters at his official residence, one of several celebrations 
scheduled across the country. The children, some wearing white and blue spacesuits, appeared confused 
as the crash unfolded.

“We are full of admiration for the wonderful people who brought the spacecraft to the moon,” Rivlin 
said. “True, not as we had hoped, but we will succeed in the end.”

Beresheet carried a small laser retroreflector from NASA intended to measure magnetic fields and 
provide insight on the moon’s iron core. It also had a time capsule that included a Bible, Israeli cultural 
symbols and a picture of famed Israeli astronaut Ilan Ramon, who died in the crash of the U.S. space 
shuttle Columbia in 2003.

The head of NASA, Jim Bridenstine, said he regretted the mission didn’t succeed, but “I have no doubt 
that Israel and SpaceIL will continue to explore and I look forward to celebrating their future achievements.”

Apollo 11 moonwalker Buzz Aldrin expressed his regrets “for what almost was” and tweeted: “Never 
lose hope--Your hard work, team work, and innovation is inspiring to all!”

The Google Lunar X Prize Competition, which offered $20 million for the first privately funded venture 
to make it to the moon, is what first drove SpaceIL to get Beresheet off the ground.

Beresheet made the final cut, but after several deadline extensions, the competition ended last year 
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without a winner.

SpaceIL pressed on with its dream, convinced the mission would help inspire Israel’s next generation to 
study science and engineering. The $100 million mission was financed largely by Israeli billionaire Morris 
Kahn and a handful of other investors.

“The second I heard their dream, I wanted to support it,” said Kahn. “I knew it would give us in Israel 
a sense of pride.”

The XPrize Foundation congratulated the SpaceIL team despite the failed landing.
“We’re extraordinarily proud they made it this far,” said Peter Diamandis, XPrize founder.
The XPrize Foundation announced last month it would shell out $1 million as a “moonshot award” if 

Beresheet stuck its landing. After the crash, Diamandis said it would give SpaceIL the bonus nonetheless.
Spacecrafts crash more on other planets than they do on the moon, but the moon has had seen failed 

missions previously, said American University professor Howard McCurdy, who has written several books 
about space.

In the 1960s, before the Apollo lunar landings, NASA sent seven unmanned Surveyor flights to the moon 
and two failed, he said.

“What makes it hard is the conditions — the geological and atmospheric conditions are different on the 
moon and the planets than they are on Earth,” McCurdy said. “It makes it really hard to test” the space-
craft’s landing back on Earth.

Phil Larson of the University of Colorado, who was a space adviser in the Obama White House, said 
the Israeli effort underlines that “space is still extremely hard, and landing human made objects on other 
worlds is an utmost challenge.”

But, he added, “While it failed to land successfully, overall it was a path-breaking and innovative project.”
___
Associated Press writers Marcia Dunn at Cape Canaveral, Florida, and Seth Borenstein in Washington 

contributed to this report.

Johnny Depp’s ex-wife asks judge to dismiss his lawsuit
FAIRFAX, Va. (AP) — Actress Amber Heard asked a judge Thursday to dismiss a $50 million defama-

tion lawsuit her ex-husband Johnny Depp filed over an op-ed about domestic violence she wrote in The 
Washington Post, and provided new evidence toward her allegations of abuse.

In the motion filed in the Circuit Court of Fairfax, Virginia, Heard describes in new detail more than a 
dozen instances before and during their marriage when she says Depp slapped her, shoved her, pulled 
her hair or choked her. Depp has denied any such abuse. The allegations have appeared in the couple’s 
divorce and other legal fights.

Heard includes exhibits such as photos of her with bruises on her face and scars on her arms, images 
of damage she says Depp did to their home, and newly revealed screenshots of text messages describing 
the incidents at the time, and excerpts of her divorce deposition describing domestic abuse.

“Johnny Depp physically and verbally abused Amber Heard,” her attorney Eric George said in a statement. 
“Since their divorce, Mr. Depp has continued to publically harass Ms. Heard, and attempted to gaslight the 
world by denying his abuse. It is long past time for Mr. Depp’s despicable conduct to end.”

Depp’s lawyer said Friday, as the original lawsuit did, that Heard’s allegations are false and it was in fact 
she who was abusive to him.”

“The only way for Amber Heard to sustain her hoax is with more lies,” Depp attorney Adam Waldman 
said in an email.

Waldman said he and Depp have collected dozens of videos, photographs and eyewitness to back up 
assertions she was abusive toward Depp and others, including punching him and throwing a can of paint 
thinner at his head.

The Post piece by Heard, published in December, does not mention Depp by name or describe any in-
cidents, but it discusses the societal plight of those who speak up about domestic abuse.
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“I spoke up against sexual violence — and faced our culture’s wrath,” the 32-year-old actress wrote, 

adding that she felt as though she was “on trial in the court of public opinion.”
But Depp’s lawsuit says it was clear Heard was talking about him, and that it worsened the damage the 

allegations had already done to his career.
The lawsuit states Depp, 55, has suffered financial losses because of the accusations, including being 

dropped from his role as Capt. Jack Sparrow in the “Pirates of the Caribbean” films.
Heard’s lawyers also argued that the lawsuit should be moved to Los Angeles because that’s where the 

relevant events took place and the court would be in a position to subpoena witnesses and find facts.
Heard first accused Depp of domestic violence in May 2016, the year after they were married. They were 

divorced in 2017.
The actress, whose credits include “Aquaman” and “Justice League,” met Depp on the set of their 2011 

film “The Rum Diary.”

Exasperated Ecuador ends asylum for world’s worst houseguest
By CHRISTINE ARMARIO, JOSHUA GOODMAN and GONZALO SOLANO Associated Press
QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — Did Western media and government hypocrisy bring about Julian Assange’s 

arrest, or was it his bad manners?
The dramatic end to Julian Assange’s asylum has sparked curiosity about his 7-year stay inside Ecua-

dor’s embassy in London that was marked by his late-night skateboarding, the physical harassment of his 
caretakers and even the smearing of his own fecal matter on the walls of the diplomatic mission.

It would’ve tested the patience of any host. But for tiny Ecuador, which prides itself on its hospitality and 
spent almost $1 million a year protecting Assange, it was also seen as a national insult.

“We’ve ended the asylum of this spoiled brat,” a visibly flustered President Lenin Moreno said Thursday 
in a fiery speech explaining his decision to withdraw protection of Assange and hand him over to British 
police. “From now on we’ll be more careful in giving asylum to people who are really worth it, and not 
miserable hackers whose only goal is to destabilize governments.”

Others, including former Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa, who granted Assange asylum in 2012, said 
that while Assange violated the terms of his asylum and was a burden on Ecuador “that’s no excuse for 
throwing him to the lions.”

Ecuador emerged as a safe haven for the WikiLeaks founder in 2012 as his legal options to evade extra-
dition to Sweden over sex crime accusations dried up in the United Kingdom. On a June day, he moved 
into the country’s embassy near the upscale Harrods department store for what most thought would be 
a short stay.

Instead, the cramped quarters, where a small office was converted into a bedroom, became a permanent 
address that some likened to a de facto jail.

As the asylum dragged on, his relations with his hosts soured and his behavior became more erratic. 
Embassy staff complained of him skateboarding at night, playing loud music and walking around in his 
underwear with no apparent concern for others in the tiny embassy.

One senior Ecuadorian official described his room as a “sovereign territory within a sovereign territory” 
that none of the staff at No. 3 Hans Crescent could enter. But the stench from going weeks without a 
shower, and dental problem born of poor hygiene, was a constant nuisance, according to the official who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity because he isn’t authorized to discuss details of Assange’s behavior.

Then there was the issue of Assange’s poop, which authorities said he spread across embassy walls on 
at least one occasion in an act of open defiance showing how little he thought of his hosts.

“When you’re given shelter, cared for and provided food, you don’t denounce the owner of the house,” 
Moreno said Thursday to applause.

Within months of taking office in 2017, Moreno’s government scolded Assange again for meddling in 
international affairs by voicing his support for Catalan secessionists from the Ecuadorian Embassy.

Relations grew so prickly that last year Ecuador increased its restrictions on his Internet access and re-
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quired him to clean up after his cat James. The rules said that if the feline wasn’t properly fed and cleaned 
up after, it would be sent to the pound.

Assange tried challenging the restrictions in Ecuadorian court, to no avail.
More recently, as the feuding became more public, he started physically and verbally harassing his 

caretakers, accusing them of being U.S. spies looking to exchange information on WikiLeaks in exchange 
for debt relief for Ecuador.

Foreign Minister Jose Valencia said audio recording a few months ago captured a moment when As-
sange threatened Ambassador Jaime Merchan with pressing something of a panic button that he said 
would bring devastating consequences for the Embassy in the event of his arrest. Although it wasn’t clear 
what he meant by the threat, authorities shared their concerns with British authorities and in carrying out 
the raid Thursday were careful to prevent Assange from returning to his room to execute any possible 
emergency plans.

The final straw for Moreno was WikiLeaks’ decision to spread information about a purported offshore 
account controlled by the president’s brother. Personal photographs of Moreno lying in bed, as well as 
images of close family members dancing, were also leaked, further incensing him.

Correa, however, criticized a “double standard” by Western media and governments who he said have 
been quick to condemn Assange for publishing sensitive information about U.S. national security interests.

“Although Julian Assange denounced war crimes, he’s only the person supplying the information. It’s The 
New York Times, the Guardian and El Pais publishing it. Why aren’t those journalists and media owners 
thrown in jail?” he said in an interview in Brussels.

He said that if Assange had been Chinese dissident exposing Russian secrets instead of facing arrest 
and extradition “he’d be receiving awards right now in the U.K. and U.S.”

___
Armario reported from Bogota, Colombia, and Goodman from Caracas, Venezuela. AP writer Mike Corder 

contributed to this report from Brussels.
Follow AP’s coverage of the arrest of WikiLeaks’ founder Julian Assange here: https://www.apnews.

com/WikiLeaks

Trump, South Korea’s Moon look for way to curb NKorea nukes
By DEB RIECHMANN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s meeting with South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
comes amid uncertainty over whether the leader of North Korea is considering backing out of nuclear 
negotiations or restarting nuclear and missile tests.

Trump, in his first meeting with Moon since the unsuccessful U.S. summit with Kim in Hanoi, said the 
U.S. wants to keep economic sanctions in place to pressure Kim to denuclearize. But Trump said he retains 
good relations with Kim and didn’t rule out a third summit or taking steps to ease food or other shortages 
in the repressive nation.

“We want sanctions to remain in place,” Trump said Thursday at the White House. “I think that sanctions 
right now are at a level that’s a fair level.”

Moon, for his part, has called for an easing of sanctions, including those holding back joint economic 
projects between North and South Korea. But he didn’t speak to the sanctions issue as he and Trump 
spoke with reporters at the start of their talks.

Trump said he would favor easing those sanctions at the right time but added: “This isn’t the right time.” 
He said he was open to discussing smaller steps, such as helping to ease North Korea’s humanitarian 
problems, but that, in general, the U.S. wants sanctions to remain.

“There are various smaller deals that maybe could happen,” Trump said.
“You could work out step-by-step pieces, but at this moment, we’re talking about the big deal. The big 

deal is we have to get rid of the nuclear weapons.”
Negotiations on Pyongyang’s nuclear program appear to be stalled, and there is uncertainty over whether 
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Kim is considering backing out of talks or restarting nuclear and missile tests. The Korean Central News 
Agency on Thursday said that at a party meeting on Wednesday, Kim stressed “self-reliance” in his country 
to “deal a telling blow to the hostile forces” that “go with bloodshot eyes miscalculating that sanctions can 
bring” North Korea “to its knees.”

Moon said it’s important to maintain the “momentum of dialogue” and express a positive outlook to the 
international community that a “third U.S.-North Korea summit” will be held.

“I’d like to express my high regard for how you have continued to express your trust towards Chairman 
Kim,” Moon said. “And also, you have made sure that North Korea does not deviate from the dialogue track.”

Moon did not directly address the issue of sanctions. But several North Korea watchers, including Sue 
Mi Terry, a North Korean expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies and a former Asia 
analyst at the CIA, said Moon was expected to try to persuade Trump —  perhaps only privately — to 
agree to ease some sanctions to keep the talks alive.

While Trump didn’t rule out a third summit with Kim following his earlier two meetings with him in 
Singapore and Hanoi, Victor Cha, a North Korea expert from the Bush administration, wasn’t as hopeful.

With Trump already campaigning for re-election, Cha said, “It’s hard for me to think Trump will risk a 
third summit.”

Trump walked away from making a deal with Kim at their meeting in late February. Trump said Kim was 
asking for sanctions relief without wanting to fully dismantle all his nuclear weapons programs. There is 
ongoing debate over whether harsh sanctions can pressure Kim to denuclearize or will keep him away 
from the negotiating table.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo told members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Wednes-
day that the administration was fully engaged in efforts to negotiate a resolution to the nuclear standoff.

“We are going to keep at it,” he said. But there have been no public accounts of any progress since the 
Hanoi summit.

Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., assessed the denuclearization talks as “stuck on first base.” Merkley said 
the North Koreans had continued developing their missile program and were finding ways to circumvent 
economic sanctions strangling its economy. He cited a U.N. panel of experts that warned on March 5 
that there has been a “massive increase in illegal ship-to-ship transfers of petroleum products and coal” 
rendering the latest U.N. sanctions “ineffective.”

A senior administration official said Thursday that the U.S. and the international community had “clearly 
defined the scope” of North Korea’s weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missile programs, have a 
shared understanding of what final, fully verified denuclearization entails and what meaningful progress 
toward that goal looks like. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive 
negotiations, said the North Korean position, so far, has fallen short of that understanding.

North Korea’s Deputy Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui said last month that Kim would soon make clear 
his post-Hanoi position. She said her country might pull out of the nuclear negotiations with the United 
States, citing a lack of corresponding steps to some disarmament measures North Korea took last year. 
She also hinted that Kim was considering whether to continue the talks and his moratorium on nuclear 
and missile tests.

Nipsey Hussle, a hometown hero, immortalized at memorial
By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. and MESFIN FEKADU AP Entertainment Writers

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Nipsey Hussle’s legacy as a persistent rapper, community activist, uniter, doting 
father, protective sibling and a loving son were underscored at his public memorial service on Thursday, 
with deeply personal testimonies from those closest to the rapper, including his actress-fiancee Lauren 
London, collaborator and dear friend Snoop Dogg and his mother, who said she was at peace with the 
death of her “superhero” son.

Beyonce and Jay-Z were among the big-name celebrities who attended the three-hour event in Los 
Angeles at the Staples Center, where the last celebrity funeral held at the concert arena was Michael 
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Jackson’s in 2009.

The arena was packed with more than 21,000 fans and drove home the important impact Hussle — just 
33 when he died — had on his city and the rest of the world.

“I’m very proud of my son. My son Ermias Joseph Asghedom was a great man,” said Angelique Smith, 
dressed in all white. Standing onstage with Hussle’s father, Dawit Asghedom, she declared: “Ermias was 
a legacy.”

London, who was in dark sunglasses, was emotional but stood strong onstage as she told the audience: 
“I’ve never felt this type of pain before.”

London called Hussle “majestic” and “brilliant” and said she had learned so much from his presence. 
She added that though she was hurting, she was really sad for their son Kross, whom she feared wouldn’t 
remember his dad: “My pain is for my 2-year-old.”

Snoop Dogg’s words to immortalize his friend were both serious and silly, as he told old stories about 
Hussle and their brotherhood.

“This a tough one right here,” he said, visibly shaken but keeping his composure.
Snoop thanked Hussle’s parents multiple times and told his father that “you picked up another son in me.”
Hussle’s father said he knew his son was strong because when he was born, the umbilical cord was 

wrapped around his neck but he prevailed.
“He was a fighter,” he said.
Earlier in the ceremony, Hussle’s children also appeared onstage to pay tribute. London’s son with rapper 

Lil Wayne, Cameron Carter, said days after Hussle died, he had a dream he saw the rapper.
“I realized Ermias told me what heaven was like. He told me it was paradise,” Cameron said.
Cameron then told the audience that Hussle would look at him through the window at times and say 

“respect.” Cameron then asked the crowd to say “respect” in unison, and they complied.
Hussle was slain last month in front of a store that he tried to use to empower his South Los Angeles 

neighborhood.  The public memorial service kicked off by paying respect to Hussle the rapper, as songs 
from his latest Grammy-nominated album, “Victory Lap,” filled the arena.

“Everybody put your hands in the air,” the DJ said as one of Hussle’s songs played. “It’s a celebration.”
Indeed, his mother danced in the aisle as R&amp;B singer Marsha Ambrosius sang the Mariah Carey 

song “Fly Like a Bird” while fighting back tears. “This is for Nipsey y’all,” Ambrosius said before she started 
as she tried to gain her composure, sighing heavily.

But soon the focus was squarely on the person behind the persona.  A montage of photos featuring the 
rapper from infancy, childhood and adulthood, with fellow rappers, his family and London, were shown to 
the crowd, set to Frank Sinatra’s “My Way.”

Stevie Wonder was the last performer to pay tribute to Hussle, who he said he had the chance to meet, 
saying: “We had a good conversation.” Before he sang “Rocket Song,” one of Hussle’s favorites, Wonder 
denounced gun violence and told the audience “there’s enough people being killed by guns and violence.”

Anthony Hamilton invoked the spirit of a church service when he performed in Hussle’s honor. Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan hailed Hussle’s ability to bring different factions together. And blogger and 
media figure Karen Civil read a letter sent by former U.S. President Barack Obama, who wrote that he 
never met Nipsey but heard of his music through his daughters.

“While most folks look at the Crenshaw neighborhood where he grew up and only see gangs, bullets 
and despair, Nipsey saw potential. He saw hope. He saw a community that even through its flaws taught 
him to always keep going. He chose to invest in that community rather than to ignore it,” the Obama let-
ter read. “He set an example for young people to follow and is a legacy worth of celebration. I hope his 
memory inspires more good work in Crenshaw and communities like it. Michelle and I send our sympathies 
to Lauren, Emani, Kross and his whole family and to all those who love Nipsey.”

Father Thomas Uwal read a scripture in Tigrinya — the native language in Eritrea, the African country 
where Hussle’s father was from. Uwal spoke of Hussle being “proud to be an Eritrean-American,” later 
saying to the late rapper’s family: “On behalf of all Eritreans ... we say our condolences to you.”

Books with an image of Hussle on the cover were handed out to service attendees. The book of nearly 
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100 pages contained numerous photos of Hussle with London, his children, and friends like Russell West-
brook and Snoop Dogg. It also had heartfelt messages from Rick Ross, The Game and LeBron James.

“I’ve never cried myself to sleep over any public figure before, but Nipsey’s presence meant so much 
for our community,” actress Issa Rae said in her message inside the book.

The hearse carrying Hussle’s coffin went through a 25-mile (40-kilometer) lap through the city, including 
past the property where Hussle had planned to turn an aging strip mall into new businesses and afford-
able homes.

Thousands of people crowded the streets, some on bicycles and motorcycles, following and surrounding 
the vehicle as it slowly wound its way to the funeral home. The silver Cadillac passed the rapper’s child-
hood home in Watts. It came to a halt at times, unable to move in the vast crowd of people.

Police kept an eye on the crowd, which appeared largely peaceful. At one point, people sat atop a police 
car spray-painted with the words: “Nips in Paradise.”

At one point during the procession, there was a brief stampede, apparently because of some kind of 
startling noise that may have been Mylar balloons popping. The Fire Department said several power lines 
were downed by the metalized balloons. There also were reports of people feeling unwell from the heat 
and the packed conditions. The Fire Department said it treated 15 people, including five who were taken 
to local hospitals.

There were reports of leg pain and dehydration but no reports of major injuries, fire officials said.
The hearse finally arrived Wednesday evening at a funeral home in the city’s hard-scrabble Crenshaw 

district, where the rapper was born on Aug. 15, 1985.
Hussle was shot to death March 31 while standing outside The Marathon, his South Los Angeles clothing 

store, not far from where the rapper grew up.
Eric R. Holder Jr., who has been charged with killing Hussle, has pleaded not guilty. Police have said 

Holder and Hussle had several interactions the day of the shooting and have described it as being the 
result of a personal dispute.

For a decade, Hussle released much sought-after mixtapes that he sold out of the trunk of his car, help-
ing him create a buzz and gain respect from rap purists and his peers. His said his stage name, a play on 
the 1960s and ‘70s rhyming standup comic Nipsey Russell, was given to him as a teen by an older friend 
because he was such a go-getter — always hustling.

Last year he hit new heights with “Victory Lap,” his critically acclaimed major-label debut album on Atlan-
tic Records that made several critics’ best-of lists. The album debuted at No. 4 on Billboard’s 200 albums 
charts and earned him a Grammy nomination.

But the rapper was also a beloved figure for his philanthropic work that went well beyond the usual 
celebrity “giving back” ethos. Following his death, political and community leaders were as quick and ef-
fusive in their praise as his fellow hip-hop artists.

His family and friends vowed to continue his work, and London told the crowd: “The marathon continues!”
___
Associated Press Writers Andrew Dalton, Amanda Myers and John Rogers contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP Entertainment Writer Jonathan Landrum Jr. on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MrLandrum31

Ohio governor signs ban on abortion after 1st heartbeat
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — A bill imposing one of the most stringent abortion restrictions in the nation 

was signed into law in Ohio on Thursday, banning abortions after a detectable heartbeat in a long-sought 
victory for abortion opponents that drew an immediate constitutional challenge.

In signing the heartbeat bill, Republican Gov. Mike DeWine broke with his predecessor, Republican John 
Kasich, who had vetoed the measure twice on grounds that it was unconstitutional.

But DeWine defended Ohio Republicans’ decision to push the boundaries of the law, because “it is the 
right thing to do.”
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“Taking this action really is a kind of a time-honored tradition, the constitutional tradition of making a good 

faith argument for modification or reversal of existing legal precedents,” he said. “So that is what this is.”
He said it’s the government’s job to protect the vulnerable. The bill outlaws abortions once a fetal heart-

beat is detected, which doctors say can be as early as five weeks into pregnancy, before many women 
know they are pregnant.

Ohio’s closely divided politics had slowed the progress of the bill as it has caught momentum elsewhere 
, forcing years of debate in the state where the movement originated. Of five previous states that have 
passed heartbeat bills, three have seen their laws struck down or blocked by the courts, another faces a 
legal injunction and the fifth is awaiting governor’s action.

DeWine’s action came a day after the latest version of the bill cleared the Republican-controlled Legislature.
Even before the bill was signed, the ACLU of Ohio said it was preparing a constitutional challenge to the 

law on behalf of Pre-Term Cleveland and three other Ohio abortion clinics.
The legal challenge is what the bill’s backers have always wanted. They hope to provoke a legal challenge 

with the potential to overturn the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that legalized abortion 
up until viability, usually at 22 to 24 weeks.

“The heartbeat bill is the next incremental step in our strategy to overturn Roe v. Wade,” said Ohio Right 
to Life President Mike Gonidakis. “While other states embrace radical legislation to legalize abortion on 
demand through the ninth month of pregnancy, Ohio has drawn a line and continues to advance protec-
tions for unborn babies.”

Kellie Copeland, director of NARAL Pro-Choice Ohio, said lawmakers and the governor have plunged 
the state into “a dystopian nightmare where people are forced to continue pregnancies regardless of the 
harm that may come to them or their family.”

The law makes no exceptions for pregnancies resulting from rape or incest.
EMILY’s List, a national group that supports candidates who favor abortion rights, also decried the Ohio 

bill, as did the Democratic National Committee.
DNC CEO Seema Nanda called it “the latest example of how the Trump administration’s extremist, anti-

women policies have emboldened legislators across the country to attack women’s access to health care.”
DeWine said his administration is committed to supporting pregnant women.
“I just want to make it very, very clear, our concern is not just for the unborn, our concern is for all indi-

viduals who need protection,” he said. “It is our duty, I believe, and an essential function of government, 
to protect those who cannot protect themselves.”

Takeaways from the case of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange
By ERIC TUCKER Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Julian Assange’s arrest on Thursday in the Ecuadorian Embassy in London opens 
the next chapter in the saga of the WikiLeaks founder: an expected extradition fight over a pending criminal 
prosecution in the United States.

It’s also likely to trigger a debate over press freedom and call attention to unresolved questions about 
Assange’s role in the release of stolen Democratic emails leading up to the 2016 presidential election, part 
of special counsel Robert Mueller’s recently concluded investigation into ties between the Trump campaign 
and Russia.

Some takeaways from Assange’s arrest:
THE CHARGES IN THE U.S.
Assange, for now at least, faces a single count of computer intrusion conspiracy.
He’s accused of conspiring in 2010 with Chelsea Manning, then a U.S. Army intelligence analyst who 

leaked troves of classified material to WikiLeaks, to crack a password that would give her higher-level ac-
cess to classified computer networks.

Prosecutors say Assange and Manning tried to conceal Manning’s role as a source by deleting chat logs 
and removing usernames from sensitive records that were shared. They used a special folder to transmit 
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classified and national defense information, the indictment says. Assange ultimately requested more infor-
mation related to the password, telling Manning that while he had tried to crack it, he “had no luck so far.”

PRESS FREEDOM IMPLICATIONS
Assange and his supporters say he’s a journalist who deserves legal protections for publishing stolen 

material. But the indictment doesn’t really have to do with whether Assange is a journalist.
The allegations don’t relate to the publication of classified information but focus on his attempts to obtain 

the material in what prosecutors say was an illegal manner.
That distinction could be vital in the government’s case and complicates Assange’s efforts to cast the 

prosecution as infringing on press freedom. Justice Department media guidelines are meant to protect 
journalists from prosecution for doing their jobs, which has historically included the publication of classified 
information. But the protections don’t easily extend to journalists or others who themselves break the law 
to obtain information or who solicit others to do so, as the government alleges.

“The act of coaching” someone how to steal information, as alleged in the indictment, “is a step too far,” 
said Ryan Fayhee, a former Justice Department prosecutor who specialized in counterintelligence cases.

Assange may well have grounds to argue that, unlike Manning or government officials or contractors, 
he had no obligation to safeguard American secrets.

But his publication of stolen Democratic emails during the 2016 campaign and reliance for them on a 
foreign adversary like Russia may undermine any defense claim that he’s motivated by a public good.

“His conduct, and his organization’s conduct, I believe, undermines any defense that he would pursue 
having to do with his genuine interest in rooting out corruption and his absolute commitment to transpar-
ency,” Fayhee said. “Because Russia is anything but the right model to point to in terms of transparency.”

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
Assange is expected to fight extradition to the U.S., a process that could stretch out for years.
He has a top-notch legal team, many devoted supporters and the legal issues in the U.S. case may 

prove complex.
Assuming he is eventually brought to the U.S., Assange would face charges in the Eastern District of 

Virginia, just outside Washington. The office has considerable experience in national security prosecutions 
involving accused terrorists and spies and other high-profile matters, like the case against former Trump 
campaign chairman Paul Manafort.

Justice Department officials could easily supplement their indictment with a new one with more serious 
charges. Manning was jailed last month after she refused to testify before a grand jury in Virginia, sug-
gesting that prosecutors’ work related to Assange is not done.

Ecuador’s president, Lenin Moreno, said he had secured a guarantee from the United Kingdom that As-
sange wouldn’t be extradited to a country where he could face a death penalty. That’s likely a reassurance 
to Assange’s supporters, but the charge he currently faces carries just a five-year maximum penalty.

The Espionage Act can carry the death penalty for people who deliver national defense information to 
foreign nations, but that charge was not brought against Assange in the current indictment.

Though some of the language in the indictment, including the references to national defense information, 
mimics the Espionage Act, there’s no allegation Assange disclosed American secrets to a foreign power 
with the goal of harming the U.S.

CONNECTION TO MUELLER’S RUSSIA INVESTIGATION
On its face, the charges have nothing to do with Mueller’s probe.
The indictment was brought not by Mueller and his team but rather by prosecutors in Virginia and the 

Justice Department’s national security division.
There is no allegation in the indictment of any involvement in Russian election interference, coordination 

with Russian hackers or interactions with Trump campaign associates.
That’s striking since Assange and WikiLeaks have surfaced, albeit obliquely and not by name, in multiple 

criminal cases brought by Mueller. WikiLeaks was the organization that published Democratic emails stolen 
by Russian intelligence officers. And Roger Stone, a Trump confidant under indictment, repeatedly boasted 
of connections to WikiLeaks and of having advance knowledge of the organization’s publication plans.
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It is unclear what information, if any, Assange might be willing to offer about how WikiLeaks came to 

possess the stolen emails.
Mueller has farmed out investigations peripheral to his central mission to other Justice Department offices. 

Though Assange and WikiLeaks cut to the heart of the question of whether the Trump campaign colluded 
with Russia, the special counsel ultimately closed his investigation without charging him and before he 
could even be taken into custody.

That could suggest Mueller didn’t see a criminal case to be made against Assange or deferred to the 
Justice Department’s existing investigation into him.

____
Associated Press writer Raphael Satter in London contributed to this report.

After force-feeding, ICE releases 2 immigrant detainees
EL PASO, Texas (AP) — Two Indian men who were force-fed during a hunger strike inside a Texas im-

migration detention center are out of government custody.
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement spokeswoman Leticia Zamarripa confirmed Thursday that 

Jasvir Singh and Rajandeep Singh were released on bond from the El Paso Processing Center.
After The Associated Press revealed ICE was force-feeding nine immigrant detainees through nasal tubes 

in January, the facility stopped the controversial practice under public pressure. The United Nations human 
rights office said in February that the force-feeding of immigrant hunger strikers there could violate the 
U.N. Convention Against Torture.

Immigration judges initially ordered that both men be deported. Their uncle Amrit Singh said they will 
appeal their immigration cases and join family in California. One man’s attorney said an appeal already 
was filed.

California races to deter disaster as towns face fire risk
By RYAN SABALOW, PHILLIP REESE and DALE KASLER The Sacramento Bee

SACRAMENTO, California (AP) — Impoverished towns in the shadow of Mount Shasta. Rustic Gold Rush 
cities in the Sierra Nevada foothills. High-dollar resort communities on the shores of Lake Tahoe. Ritzy 
Los Angeles County suburbs.

They all could be the next Paradise.
A McClatchy analysis reveals more than 350,000 Californians live in towns and cities that exist almost 

entirely within “very high fire hazard severity zones” — Cal Fire’s designation for places highly vulnerable 
to devastating wildfires. These designations have proven eerily predictive about some of the state’s most 
destructive wildfires in recent years, including the Camp Fire, the worst in state history.

Nearly all of Paradise is colored in bright red on Cal Fire’s map — practically the entire town was at 
severe risk before the Camp Fire raged through last November, burning the majority of homes in its path 
and killing 85 people.

Malibu, where the Woolsey Fire burned more than 400 homes last year, also falls within very high hazard 
zones. As does the small Lake County town of Cobb, much of which was destroyed by the Valley Fire in 
2015.

“There’s a lot of Paradises out there,” said Max Moritz, a fire specialist at UC Santa Barbara.
All told, more than 2.7 million Californians live in very high fire hazard severity zones, from trailers off quiet 

dirt roads in the forest to mansions in the state’s largest cities, according to the analysis, which is based 
on 2010 block-level census data. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection says its maps 
show places where wildfires are likely to be extreme due to factors including vegetation and topography.

The maps aren’t perfect in their ability to forecast where a fire will be destructive. For instance, the 
Coffey Park neighborhood of Santa Rosa isn’t in a very high hazard zone, but powerful winds pushed the 
Tubbs Fire into that part of the city, largely leveling the neighborhood in October 2017.
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Coffey Park was built “with zero consideration for fire,” said Chris Dicus, a forestry and fire expert at 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. “Fire was in the mountains — there was no consideration that fire would cross 
(Highway) 101.”

Cal Fire is making new fire hazard maps — ready in a year or so — that will incorporate regional wind 
patterns and other climate factors. In the meantime, experts say the current maps, created about a decade 
ago, still provide an important guide to predict where wildfires could do the most damage , in the same 
way floodplain maps highlight areas that could be hit hardest during severe storms.

The at-risk communities identified by McClatchy also should serve as a starting point for prioritizing how 
California should spend money on retrofits and other fire-safety programs, Moritz said.

California’s state-of-the-art building codes help protect homes from wildfire in the most vulnerable areas, 
experts say. But the codes only apply to new construction. A bill introduced by Assemblyman Jim Wood 
would provide cash to help Californians retrofit older homes.

“This will go a long way toward these different municipalities (in showing) that they deserve funding,” 
Moritz said.

McClatchy identified more than 75 towns and cities with populations over 1,000 where, like Paradise, at 
least 90 percent of residents live within the Cal Fire “very high fire hazard severity zones.”

Here are snapshots of 10, and the unique challenges they face:
___
Shingletown: a miniature Paradise
Population (2010) — 2,283 ‘ In Very High fire Hazard Severity Zone — 2,283
Shingletown is less than one-tenth the size of Paradise but probably carries just as much risk.
Like Paradise, the unincorporated community sits atop a ridge, and is covered in tall trees and thick 

brush — ingredients for a major wildfire. Shingletown was originally named Shingle Camp, for the workers 
who cut roofing slats from timber to supply miners during the Gold Rush era.

“We grow trees like nobody’s business up here,” said Tom Twist, a member of the Shingletown Fire Safe 
Council, a volunteer organization. Twist, who’s lived in the community off and on since the 1970s, said 
that when the weather is warm he’ll walk his property, pulling up seedlings in an almost futile effort to 
eliminate potential fuels.

“I’ll pull 20 or 30 seedlings a day out of the ground,” he said. “It’s almost like when I walk over there, 
there’s 20 or 30. When I walk back, there’s another 20 or 30.”

Just like Paradise, escaping the ridge in a fast-moving fire wouldn’t be easy; Shingletown’s main drag 
is winding, narrow Highway 44. And, like in Paradise, the presence of an older population would make 
evacuation more difficult; Shingletown’s median age is 61, according to census figures.

It’s little wonder that when Gov. Gavin Newsom ordered Cal Fire to develop a list of urgent fire-safety 
projects, a plan to trim 1,124 acres of vegetation along Highway 44 came up as the top priority out of 35 
projects around the state.

Locals say they’re glad the state is paying attention to a problem they know too well. The community 
had to evacuate when the Ponderosa Fire, started by a lightning strike, hit in 2012. The fire burned 27,676 
acres — 43 square miles — and torched 52 homes in the vicinity.

“We’re intimately aware of the dangers up here,” Twist said.
___
Nevada City: picturesque and risky
Population (2010) — 3,068 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone — 3,064
Since the Camp Fire, Vicky Guyette has looked at the one-acre patch of untrimmed brush behind her 

mother’s Victorian-era home in Nevada City as more than just an unattractive nuisance.
Now, the brush is ominous — an ignition source that could torch the home built in 1859 that her family 

has lived in for five generations.
The same anxiety also applies to the cedars, pines and brush covering the hills around this foothill city of 

about 3,100 people, many of whom live or work in wooden buildings dating back to the the Gold Rush era.
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“It’s very scary, especially since it’s such a cute little town I’ve been living in my whole life,” Guyette 

said recently as she walked down the city’s historic Broad Street, which looks like it fell out of a photo 
from a museum exhibit.

City officials agree that the wooded draws, steep hillsides, narrow residential streets, ancient homes 
and thick urban tree canopy that define the character of the city also make it particularly at risk if a fire 
burns through.

“Nevada City’s single largest risk for human life and financial loss is fire,” Nevada City’s hazard mitiga-
tion plan reads.

In recent decades, the city also has had some near misses with fire, including one major close call.
In 1988, heavy winds pushed the 49er Fire through 52 square miles of western Nevada County, burning 

312 buildings and dozens of cars.
“At the time it was considered an anomalous event,” said Billy Spearing of the Fire Safe Council of Nevada 

County. “It was not the normal for them then.”
With such fires becoming the new normal, Cal Fire is planning to cut a 1,802 acre fire break in south-

west Nevada County in terrain that hasn’t burned in a century, helping protect both Nevada City and the 
adjacent community of Grass Valley, home to more than 12,000.

Nevada City also embarked on an online “Goat Fund Me” campaign to raise $25,000 to hire farmers to 
use their goats to eat dense brush in more than 450 acres of city-owned greenbelt.

The goats recently chewed a swath through Pioneer Park near Margaret Rodda’s Victorian home, which 
sits on a steep draw above a creek. But she’s still worried.

“All it takes is a drunk with a cigarette,” she said.
The goats inspired Guyette. She said she might spend the $500 to put a herder’s goats to work on the 

thorny thicket of blackberries behind her mother’s house.
“We need to get rid of them,” she said.
___
Colfax: Fire is on everyone’s minds
Population (2010) — 1,963 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone —1,963
On his first full day in office, Newsom visited the Cal Fire station in Colfax to announce new initiatives 

on wildfire safety. As he spoke to reporters, surrounded by first responders, he was standing in a city 
that could burn any summer.

“The people who live here have a true understanding,” said Colfax City Manager Wes Heathcock. “It’s 
always on the back of people’s minds, especially with the most recent fires, the Camp Fire. We have a 
similar makeup here.”

At night in the summer, Aimee Costa, who lives on a hill above the elementary school, sometimes keeps 
her window open, the better to hear ominous sounds.

“You’re laying in bed . listening for that lick, that smack, that pop sound,” Costa said, describing the 
sound flames would make if they were chewing pine needles, brush and leaves.

A former supply hub for gold mining camps, Colfax sits a few miles from the edge of the Tahoe National 
Forest in the lower-elevation Sierra. It straddles Interstate 80 and serves as the last major stop between 
the Sacramento metropolitan area and the Lake Tahoe region. Horses graze beside deer on large ranch-
ettes in the rugged brushy canyons along the outskirts of the city.

The terrain poses a major fire risk.
In July 2015, the Lowell Fire erupted near Colfax and chewed up thousands of acres along the north 

side of the freeway, forcing evacuations in adjacent Nevada County. In the years since, Heathcock said 
the city has been working with state officials on “fuelbreak” projects, including a spot near the high school 
and elementary school, which has been eyed as an evacuation site.

Gene Mapa, who lived in Paradise and escaped the Camp Fire with some family photographs — and 
nothing else — has relocated to Colfax, where he already owned a second home. But he knows he hasn’t 
escaped the fire risk; his property just outside the city limits would be threatened by a windy firestorm 
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like the one that engulfed Paradise.

“With that wind, there would be no stopping it anywhere,” Mapa said.
___
Kings Beach: Tourists seek fun, bring fire danger
Population (2010) — 3,796 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone —3,796
Situated on the pristine north shore of Lake Tahoe, Kings Beach is one of the most heavily visited vaca-

tion spots in Northern California.
That’s a big part of the problem.
Because so much of the population comes and goes, it becomes harder to get people to treat wildfire 

risk with the respect it deserves, said Erin Holland, a spokeswoman for the North Tahoe Fire Protection 
District. One of the district’s six stations is in Kings Beach.

“It is definitely a challenge because we have so many homes that are vacation homes,” she said. “It’s 
really a challenge to educate those visitors . They want to have a camp fire.”

Tahoe’s vulnerability to major fires was brought home dramatically in recent years. The Angora Fire in 
2007, while it was confined to the south shore area, left physical and emotional scars on the entire basin 
after burning through 3,100 acres.

Holland said getting the region’s property owners and visitors to observe “defensible space” regulations 
is particularly difficult. Those rules call for clearing brush 100 feet around buildings and include stricter 
rules regarding vegetation immediately adjacent to structures.

Violators can be subject to citations, but “the goal is to really educate people, to get people complying,” 
Holland said. “We go the education route rather than the citation route.”

___
Pollock Pines: Do the transplants get it?
Population (2010) — 6,877 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone — 6,533
Just off Highway 50, a few miles from the tourist haven of Apple Hill, Pollock Pines lures transplants from 

coastal California, mainly retirees drawn to the lovely stands of trees in the foothill community at the edge 
of the Eldorado National Forest.

Heather Campbell only wishes the newbies had a better understanding of what all that timber represents.
Campbell, a retired U.S. Forest Service employee who’s lived in Pollock Pines since the 1990s, is the 

head of the Pollock Pines-Camino Fire Safe Council, a volunteer group.
In the past few years her organization has received hundreds of thousands of dollars in grants, mainly 

from the state’s “cap and trade” carbon trading program, to trim vegetation on the ridgeline south of 
Highway 50.

That’s all well and good, she said, but more needs to be done. And the people of Pollock Pines, including 
the newcomers, have to realize what’s at stake.

“Here, everybody allows all the saplings and brush to grow and they don’t weed it out,” she said. “All 
these roads are incredibly dangerous, when it’s so easy to take out pruners. Take out your pruners!”

She said memories are still vivid of the Sand Fire in 2014. That fire burned 4,200 acres and 20 homes 
and came dangerously close to forcing a major evacuation in Pollock Pines and surrounding communities.

“They were going to evacuate 9,000 people,” she said. “They were predicting the fire to go to 27,000 
acres, instead of the 4,000 they stopped it at.”

___
Arnold: Trees are falling in Big Trees country
Population (2010) — 3,843 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone — 3,843
In the community that serves as gateway to Calaveras Big Trees State Park, residents didn’t always ap-

plaud when officials began mapping plans to thin dense stands of trees to reduce fire risk.
“Arnold resisted this for a long time because people love their trees,” said Steve Wilensky, a former 

Calaveras County supervisor who works with nonprofits to improve fire safety in the Sierra.
After years of protests, Arnold’s residents got a major wake-up call in 2015. The Butte Fire, caused by 

power lines, took out 549 homes in nearby communities. Two people died.
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“If the weather hadn’t changed, they’d be gone,” Wilensky said of Arnold. “You’ve got a real parallel with 

Paradise in some ways . It’s a place that is really highly threatened.”
Arnold sits on a ridge, surrounded by a dense forest of drought- and beetle-killed trees. Powerful wind 

gusts can funnel fire up rugged brushy canyons.
A key difference between Paradise and Arnold is that as many as 45 percent of the dwellings are vacation 

homes, which can sometimes make it a challenge to get out-of-town homeowners to do brush clearing, 
local officials said.

Wilensky said momentum to reduce fire risk has built since the Butte Fire. More than $15 million in state 
and federal funds have gone to thinning dangerous overgrowth in the region, Wilensky said.

One project includes using bulldozer lines that were cut during the Butte Fire to expand a fire break that 
stretches to town.

“Arnold is the anchor end of this project,” Wilensky said.
___
Wofford Heights: Apathy in a danger zone?
Population (2010) — 2,201 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone — 2,147
The same powerful desert gusts that attract wind surfers to Kern County’s Lake Isabella make the lake-

side community of Wofford Heights particularly at risk for wildfire. So does the adjacent Sequoia National 
Forest, which has been plagued by drought and tree-killing beetles.

Yet some feel that the region isn’t doing nearly enough to combat the threat.
“We could do a hell of a lot more than we’re doing,” said Judy Hyatt, who lived in the area for 15 years 

and served as president of the region’s fire safe council. The volunteer group disbanded in recent years 
from what she and others described as a lack of interest.

In 2016, the Lake Isabella region suffered through the Erskine and Cedar fires, which burned more than 
77,000 acres and more than 300 structures. An elderly couple was killed when they were trapped by the 
Erskine Fire.

According to census figures, the median age of those living in Wofford Heights is 62, and many live in 
places with poor escape routes.

“Some of those mobiles up there, honest to God, I think they’ve dropped them out of the sky,” Hyatt 
said. “The roads are so narrow, and it really just presents an obstacle and the only way to really get to it 
is by air. That is when people start to die.”

Hyatt said the loss of the nonprofit Kern River Fire Safe Council she once headed doesn’t bode well for 
the community. She said the council organized wood-chipping drives to encourage residents to remove 
wood debris and sought grants for fuel breaks and other thinning projects.

She said too many locals have grown complacent.
“Fire prevention is a nebulous thing,” she said. “It’s hard to quantify, until there’s a damned fire that 

takes out everything.”
___
La Cañada Flintridge: Is aggressive fire prevention enough?
Population (2010) — 20,048 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone — 20,048
Carol Settles and her family evacuated their home in La Cañada Flintridge during the Station Fire in 

2009. But she isn’t terribly worried about a repeat performance — even though her home is on a dead-
end street below a brushy hillside of the Angeles National Forest. Large electrical transmission lines run 
along the wooded draw behind her home.

“We’ve never seen a spark,” Settles said, referring to the power lines. “We’ve never seen any of that.”
Best-known as home to NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory on the outskirts of Pasadena, the upper 

middle-class city has an aggressive fire-prevention program. The Los Angeles County fire department 
checks properties in Settles’ area once a year to make sure vegetation has been cleared and hazardous 
landscaping hasn’t been planted.

Fines can be issued for non-compliance. Recently, one of Settles’ neighbors had to saw off the top of a 
pine tree because it was too close to a transmission tower, she said.
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Los Angeles County’s assistant fire chief, J. Lopez, said La Cañada Flintridge has embraced rigorous 

fire-safety standards, which include annual landscaping inspections and stringent fire-safe building codes, 
even for large home remodels. Lopez said La Cañada Flintridge also chose to place the entire city inside a 
high fire hazard zone, going beyond the recommendation of Cal Fire. That decision translates into citywide 
enforcement of its fire-resilient building codes.

“That’s a very progressive way to look at it,” Lopez said.
But since 2008, on average only about a dozen new homes have been built in La Cañada Flintridge each 

year, meaning most of the housing stock was built before the rigorous fire standards were in place.
The city’s hazard mitigation plan notes many of those older homes still have “combustible roofing, open 

eaves, combustible siding,” and they’re on “steep, narrow, poorly signed” roads that make evacuations 
dangerous.

Thomas Caswell, who’s lived for four decades on a hilly, narrow, dead-end street not far from city hall, 
said he knows the greenbelt behind his house where he watches possums, birds and other wildlife also 
makes the community vulnerable to fire. It’s why he says he didn’t mind paying when the city told him he 
needed to hire a tree service to remove dying trees in his front yard.

Still, he knows such efforts probably wouldn’t do much good if the Santa Ana winds pushed a fire into 
the city. Fire officials said that La Cañada Flintridge could have burned in the Station Fire if the Santa Ana 
winds hadn’t stopped blowing. The fire burned 89 homes in outlying communities and 160,577 acres of 
forested lands, the largest fire by land mass in Los Angeles County history.

“Once it comes down the hill,” Caswell said, “nobody is going to be safe.”
___
Rancho Palos Verdes: Few fears in an affluent suburb
Population (2010) — 41,803 ‘ In Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone — 40,550
Rancho Palos Verdes holds a dubious honor: It’s the most populated city in California to have 90 percent 

or more of its population living within a “very high fire hazard severity zone.” But few residents seem to 
think their suburb is in the same league as Malibu, where hundreds of homes burned last fall just up the 
Los Angeles County coastline.

“It’s not like living in Malibu, definitely,” said Gregory Lash as he strolled through a public access walk-
way in the Trump National Golf Club with his wife, Vivian, on the way to an oceanside park where a pod 
of dolphins and whales were breaching.

He added, moments later: “Hope that’s not naive.”
City officials say it’s not.
“This being a coastal community, we don’t get the type of brush and that kind of fire behavior that you 

might get in somewhere like Paradise,” said Scott Hale, an assistant fire chief for Los Angeles County. The 
county leads firefighting efforts on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, whose four affluent communities all fall 
inside a high fire severity zone.

Locals point out that over the years, the firefighters at the five stations on the peninsula have quickly 
knocked down the relatively small fires that popped up.

Still, Rancho Palos Verdes’ hazard mitigation plan lists wildfire as a bigger threat to the city than earth-
quakes, tsunamis and landslides. Powerful winds that blow from the coast could funnel a fire up the 
greenbelts that cut through the peninsula’s neighborhoods, many of which have opulent homes perched 
above canyons.

Much of that open space has been preserved by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy, which 
manages more than 1,600 acres of land in and around the city. Residents such as Lash love the 42 miles 
of trails on conservancy lands, but all that undeveloped acreage could ignite, said Gabriella Yap, deputy 
city manager.

“You’re trying to preserve that, but it also comes with fire risk,” Yap said.
The city’s staff supports Southern California Edison’s plans to trim vegetation from under the lines that 

run through some of the open space to reduce fire threats, but the land conservancy is bristling at the 
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loss of native habitats.

“The environmental impact of that is really significant,” said Adrienne Mohan, the conservancy’s execu-
tive director.

___
Harbison Canyon: Will it burn a third time?
Population (2010) — 3,841 ‘ In Very High Hazard Fire Severity Zone — 3,841
Every 30 years or so, a massive fire blows through Harbison Canyon, 30 miles northeast of San Diego.
The 1970 Laguna Fire destroyed much of the unincorporated town that sits inside the canyon and shares 

its name. Harbison Canyon was rebuilt again after the Cedar Fire burned through in 2003, destroying 287 
of the 388 homes.

Rick Halsey of the Chaparral Institute said the canyon is a painful example of how development has been 
allowed to continue practically unchecked for decades into some of California’s most fire-prone places.

“You want to create a geographical hotspot for fire, you couldn’t put it in a better place,” said Halsey, 
whose environmentalist organization was founded to fight calls for clearing hundreds of square miles of 
wild lands following the Cedar Fire. “It’s like a bowling alley for the Santa Ana winds.”

That sort of talk makes longtime resident Mary Manning cringe.
She worries that focusing on the canyon’s fire risk creates the impression that the community she loves 

can’t be saved from the next catastrophe. She said her community could be made more safe if state and 
local officials would invest in infrastructure and fire prevention that matched the rates of development she’s 
seen over the years. For instance, the side streets in Harbison Canyon are narrow. Some, like Manning’s, 
remain unpaved despite decades of building.

“There were five houses, now there are 35,” she said of the street she’s lived on since 1975.
Manning notes it was only two years ago that the local fire station became staffed 24 hours a day — 14 

years after the Cedar Fire. Inside the station, Dave Nissen, the Cal Fire official who oversees firefighting 
in the area, said there are a number of challenges to fighting a fire in the canyon, including the narrow 
roads and houses stacked close together.

Nissen said firefighters reduce the risks by inspecting lots every year to make sure they’re not overgrown. 
On that front, Harbison Canyon’s residents don’t seem to need too much prodding, judging from the roar 
of chain saws and weed trimmers echoing through the canyon on a recent spring weekday afternoon.

___
Associated Press data reporter Angeliki Kastanis contributed to this article.

Authorities say deputy’s son behind fires at black churches
By MELINDA DESLATTE and KEVIN McGILL Associated Press

OPELOUSAS, La. (AP) — The suspect in a string of fires that destroyed three black churches in rural 
Louisiana is the white son of a sheriff’s deputy whose father helped arrange for his arrest, authorities said 
Thursday.

Holden Matthews, 21, was jailed without bail on arson charges in connection with the blazes in and 
around Opelousas, a city of 16,000 where the flame-gutted remains of the buildings evoked memories of 
civil rights era violence.

Louisiana Fire Marshal Butch Browning offered no motive for the fires. He and other officials stopped 
short of calling them hate crimes. Eric Rommal, the agent in charge of the New Orleans FBI office, said 
investigators were still looking into whether the fires were “bias motivated.”

Browning said there were no indications that anyone else was involved and the danger to churches was 
over.

“This community is safe again,” he told a news conference. “We are extremely, unequivocally confident 
that we have the person who is responsible for these tragic crimes.”

The Rev. Harry Richard, pastor of Greater Union Baptist Church, which was destroyed, said the arrest 
put him at ease and let him sleep at night.
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“I felt relieved my congregation didn’t have to worry anymore,” said Richard, who was told of the arrest 

late Wednesday. “I was reassured that law enforcement was on our side, that things were finally coming 
to an end.”

Investigators used surveillance video, cellphone tracking and a Walmart receipt to help identify Matthews, 
who was arrested late Wednesday. They moved quickly, arresting him within 12 hours because they were 
worried that “other crimes were imminent,” Browning said.

The charred remains of a red gas can recovered at one of the churches was sold at Walmart locations, 
and the company’s investigators found that the same type of gas can was bought March 25 at a store in 
Opelousas, along with automotive cloths and a lighter.

The debit card used in that purchase belonged to Matthews, according to court documents.
“The purchase time on this receipt is less than three hours before the first church fire was reported,” 

an affidavit said.
In addition, cellphone tower data showed Matthews was in the area of all three fires. Surveillance video 

from businesses and homes near the churches, and on the roads to and from each fire scene, repeatedly 
showed a vehicle that was consistent with the beige pickup that belonged to Matthews’ father. Matthews 
apparently drove the truck to buy the gas can and other items, according to the court documents.

St. Landry Parish Sheriff Bobby Guidroz confirmed that the suspect was the son of deputy Roy Matthews, 
whom he described as an excellent employee who knew nothing of his son’s actions.

The elder Matthews was heartbroken when told his son was a suspect, the sheriff said.
“He broke down,” Guidroz said. “It was hard.” He said the father arranged for the son to leave the house 

and go to a place where he could be arrested without incident. He did not elaborate.
The younger Matthews was arrested on three counts of arson of a religious building. A conviction could 

bring up to 15 years in prison on each count, Browning said.
The fires set many people on edge in and around Opelousas, about 140 miles northwest of New Orleans.
An Associated Press reporter was turned away from what was believed to be the home the suspect 

shared with his parents.
Matthews had a defender in Nygyl Bryyn, a Facebook friend who identified himself as a south Louisiana 

native, musician, entrepreneur and agent. In a telephone interview from Los Angeles, Bryyn described 
Matthews as a talented, sometimes frustrated musician but not a racist or violent person.

“As far as being a white supremacist? No. Absolutely not,” Bryyn said.
Bryyn said he met Matthews after moving out of state when Matthews, who played guitar and sang, 

answered an online ad while seeking a record deal. They worked together and met face to face over the 
years.

Matthews had long been upset with his parents for not supporting his musical efforts, Bryyn said. He 
also said Matthews had been discouraged in recent months as Bryyn urged him to improve the quality of 
his recordings. But Bryyn said he never sensed anger that would lead to arson.

Matthews had shown interest in “black metal,” an extreme subgenre of heavy metal, Browning said. The 
music has been linked, in some instances, to fires at Christian churches in Norway in the 1990s.

A Facebook page that appeared to belong to Matthews showed him with the words “black metal” spray 
painted on a wall behind him. He also posted a comment on a movie’s portrayal of black metal musician 
Varg Vikernes, a far-right figure convicted of manslaughter and arson at three churches.

Black metal lyrics often espouse satanism and paganism, and a few bands feature neo-Nazi beliefs.
Bryyn acknowledged that some people involved in black metal music have expressed racist ideas, but 

he insisted it’s not typical of the genre.
“We’ve got friends of all races,” he said. “This is a very large community. Despite the awful image, this 

is the most loving community you could imagine.”
The fires happened over a 10-day period. The first blaze torched the St. Mary Baptist Church on March 

26 in Port Barre, a town just outside of Opelousas. Days later, the Greater Union Baptist Church and Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church in Opelousas were burned. Each was more than 100 years old.

The churches were empty at the time, and no one was injured.
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Denzel Washington, a 23-year-old black resident of Opelousas, lamented the loss for the congregations 

that now have to rebuild.
“But what’s the sense in hate? Forgiven. Forgive what he’s done. It’s not going to change nothing,” he 

said.
___
McGill reported from New Orleans and Opelousas. Associated Press writers Stacey Plaisance in Opelou-

sas, and Michael Kunzelman in College Park, Maryland, contributed to this report.
___
This story has corrected the spelling of ‘Bryyn’ throughout.

Analysis: Safety rules give homes better chance in wildfires
By DALE KASLER and PHILLIP REESE The Sacramento Bee

PARADISE, Calif. (AP) — The sky was turning orange and the embers were flying from the Camp Fire 
when Oney and Donna Carrell and Donna’s father sped away from their Paradise home.

“I thought, ‘Oh, well, the house is done,’” Oney Carrell said.
A few days later, they learned otherwise. The Carrells’ home survived the deadliest and most destructive 

wildfire in California history with a couple of warped window frames, a partially charred down spout and 
a stubborn smoky smell inside.

Most of their neighborhood was destroyed. A guest house in their backyard, where Donna’s father lived, 
was reduced to ashes, along with a couple of sheds. Yet their beautifully restored 1940 Studebaker sat 
untouched in the garage.

The arc of destruction the Camp Fire carved through Paradise was seemingly random: Why were some 
houses saved and others incinerated? As millions of Californians brace for another wildfire season , a Mc-
Clatchy analysis of fire and property records shows the answer might be found in something as simple as 
the roofs over their heads — and the year their house was built.

A landmark 2008 building code designed for California’s fire-prone regions — requiring fire-resistant 
roofs, siding and other safeguards — appears to have protected the Carrells’ home and dozens of others 
like it from the Camp Fire. That year marks a pivotal moment in the state’s deadly and expensive history 
of destructive natural disasters.

All told, about 51 percent of the 350 single-family homes built after 2008 in the path of the Camp Fire 
were undamaged, according to McClatchy’s analysis of Cal Fire data and Butte County property records. 
By contrast, only 18 percent of the 12,100 homes built prior to 2008 escaped damage. Those figures don’t 
include mobile homes, which burned in nearly equal measure regardless of age.

“These are great standards; they work,” said senior engineer Robert Raymer of the California Building 
Industry Association, who consulted with state officials on the building code.

Yet despite this lesson, California may end up falling short in its effort to protect homes from the next 
wildfire.

Mushrooming cities such as Folsom, where an 11,000-home development is springing up, have the abil-
ity to bypass the state’s safety standards in spite of considerable fire risks. The state, which offers cash 
incentives to bolster old homes against earthquakes, so far has done nothing to get Californians to retrofit 
homes built before 2008 for fire safety.

It hasn’t helped that housing construction went into a deep dive in 2008 and has been slow to recover. 
Raymer said only 860,000 homes and apartments have been built statewide since the code went into ef-
fect. That’s just 6 percent of the state’s housing stock.

According to Cal Fire, as many as 3 million homes lie within the various “fire hazard severity zones” around 
the state. Dave Sapsis, a Cal Fire wildland fire scientist, said there’s no way to know definitively how many 
of those homes were built before 2008, but he believes “it’s the preponderance of them, the majority.”

The situation is worse in rural California, where housing construction lags but the fire hazards are among 
the worst in the state, Raymer said. Fewer than 3 percent of the homes in the path of the Camp Fire 
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were built after 2008.

“Most of our inventory that was here prior to the fire was (built) between the ‘40s and the ‘70s,” said 
Paradise Town Councilman Michael Zuccolillo, a real estate agent. “The average home here was from the 
‘70s.”

That leaves thousands of homes at risk from the next inferno across California, their wood-shake shingles 
waiting to ignite.

“What are we going to do about the existing housing stock that’s been built in these places?” said Max 
Moritz, a wildfire specialist at UC Santa Barbara. “For the existing housing stock that’s out there, that 
isn’t built to these codes, we have a massive retrofitting issue on our hands. They have structure ignition 
vulnerabilities that are built into the situation, they’re baked into the problem.”

___
‘THE WEAKEST LINK’
The Carrells, now living in a rental in Roseville, designed their Paradise home and did much of the interior 

work themselves; they knew that home was built with fire safety in mind.
“I knew we were in the middle of the forest,” Oney Carrell said during a recent visit to Paradise. “Why 

wouldn’t you do everything you could to make it last?”
But even he’s amazed that their home made it. Stepping over a blackened patio drain just a few feet 

from the back of the house, he wondered aloud: “I don’t know why it stopped here.”
It’s almost impossible to say for certain why some homes are still standing in Paradise, while others 

were ruined. Landscaping surely played a role ; fire experts say homes buffered by so-called “defensible 
space” probably did better than those wrapped in shrubs. Luck was a big factor, too, as homes were no 
doubt spared by last-second shifts in the winds.

Nevertheless, experts say, McClatchy’s analysis reinforces their belief that California’s fire-safe building 
code can make a difference in an era of increasing vulnerability. Daniel Gorham, a former firefighter and 
U.S. Forest Service researcher who works for the Insurance Institute for Business &amp; Home Safety in 
South Carolina, said the California code is becoming a model for other fire-prone states.

“California is leaps and bounds ahead of other parts of the country,” Gorham said. “California is on the 
forefront.”

Advocates say fire-resistant building materials aren’t particularly expensive. A study last fall by Headwater 
Economics, a consulting firm in Bozeman, Mont., found that “a new home built to wildfire-resistant codes 
can be constructed for roughly the same cost as a typical home.”

But getting Californians to retrofit homes built before 2008 is an enormous task. The state requires 
property owners in fire zones who replace at least half their roof to install “fire-retardant” materials on 
the entire roof. Other than that, however, there’s nothing forcing Californians to safeguard their existing 
homes against fire hazards.

A few California cities have taken matters into their own hands. In 2008, the City Council in Big Bear 
Lake, a community of 5,200 in San Bernardino County, passed an ordinance declaring wood shake shingle 
roofs “a severe fire hazard and danger” and ordered homeowners to replace them by 2012. Armed with 
state and federal grants, it offered cash incentives of up to $4,500 apiece for new roofs.

Although the grant program has run out, “I can’t think of the last time I saw a shake roof in Big Bear,” 
said Patrick Johnston, the city’s chief building official.

Most Californians, however, are on their own when it comes to spending the tens of thousands of dol-
lars needed to replace a roof or install fire-resistant siding. The state offers no financial incentives for fire 
safety the way it does, say, for earthquakes — homeowners in quake zones can get up to $3,000 apiece 
from the state to gird their homes against seismic disaster.

There are signs, however, that the state is beginning to get more serious about retrofitting homes for 
fire safety.

A law signed last year by former Gov. Jerry Brown requires the state fire marshal to develop a suggested 
list of “low-cost retrofits” by January 2020. The state would then promote these retrofits in its education 
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and outreach efforts.

California also might start throwing cash at the problem.
A new bill, AB 38, introduced earlier this year by Democratic Assemblyman Jim Wood of Santa Rosa, would 

create a $1 billion “fire hardened homes revolving loan fund” to help homeowners retrofit their properties.
The issue is personal for Wood, a dentist who spent weeks helping identify victims from the Camp Fire 

and the wine country fires of October 2017. Although eligibility terms haven’t been spelled out, the bill 
would offer low-interest and no-interest loans to help those who otherwise couldn’t pay for new roofs or 
other safeguards.

“A lot of these small towns are not as well off financially,” he said. “We need to find a way to help them, 
especially if they’re poorer.”

The fund might not be nearly enough to go around — not with hundreds of thousands of homes in need 
of retrofits, and a new roof alone costing $10,000 or more. “The $1 billion, indeed, that’s not enough to 
rehab every home,” said the Building Industry Association’s Raymer. But he said it’s “an absolutely excel-
lent way to kick things off.”

Wood said state officials would have to figure out a plan for parceling out the money to where it’s needed 
most — probably starting with lower-income areas near forests.

“Obviously we want to affect the areas with the highest risk first,” the assemblyman said. “A lot of these 
small towns are not as well off financially. We need to find a way to help them, especially if they’re poorer.”

___
MAPPING ‘SEVERITY ZONES’
The fire-safe building code had its origins in two significant fires from a generation ago — the Panorama 

Fire of 1980, which spilled out of the mountains into the city of San Bernardino; and the monstrous Oak-
land Hills Fire of 1991, which wiped out 2,500 homes and killed 25 people.

In response, the Legislature ordered the Department of Fire Protection and Forestry to start mapping 
major fire risks in California, in the hinterlands as well as urban areas. The result was a collection of maps 
of the state’s “fire hazard severity zones,” encompassing more than one-third of California’s land mass.

Based on factors such as terrain, vegetation and weather patterns, the zones represent Cal Fire’s at-
tempt to predict the probability of a fire starting and the likelihood that it could become significant, said 
Cal Fire’s Sapsis.

The maps spawned tighter building standards. The Legislature mandated fire-resistant roofs in these 
fire-prone areas. Then in 2008 the state laid out a more comprehensive scheme. The California Building 
Standards Commission rolled out a suite of regulations, known as Chapter 7A, that set strict rules for roof-
ing materials, siding, windows, decks and other elements of a home built in 2008 or later — right down to 
the minimum specs for the wire mesh that must be installed on attic vents to keep embers out (no more 
than a quarter-inch of space between the wires).

Experts said the regulations seem to be particularly effective at protecting structures from the types 
of wildfires that are increasingly common in California, where wind gusts can blow embers a mile or two 
ahead of the main wall of flames and do some of the worst damage.

“A window breaks, a vent breaks, the fire gets into your home and you’ve got an interior structure fire,” 
said Joe Poire, the city of Santa Barbara’s fire marshal.

Enforcement of the building code carries a few wrinkles. In the mainly rural areas where Cal Fire is in 
charge of fire protection, the Chapter 7A code is automatically enforced in any region that Cal Fire has 
designated as a “severity zone” — moderate, high or very high.

In urban areas that have their own fire departments, the code is generally used only in spots where Cal 
Fire says the threat is very high. Local governments have the discretion of rejecting the Cal Fire designa-
tion, and Sapsis said some city councils have been squeamish about the state’s maps because of fears 
that the Chapter 7A code will inflate construction costs, or for other reasons.

Yet interviews with local officials throughout California by McClatchy indicate that the vast majority of 
cities and towns go along with Cal Fire’s recommendations. Santa Barbara city officials extended the build-



Friday, April 12, 2019 ~ Vol. 27 - No. 275 ~ 41 of 47

Groton Daily Independent
ing code to coastal areas that had been overlooked by Cal Fire’s mappers. The map omits small portions 
of Paradise, but the building code is enforced across the entire town, said Paradise public information 
officer Colette Curtis.

___
DANGER IN SANTA ROSA, FOLSOM?
Nevertheless, there are places where local officials are reluctant to impose strict building codes — even 

where fire has caused catastrophe.
Before Paradise exploded, Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park was the poster child for recent California wildfire 

disasters: Five people died and 1,321 homes were destroyed by the Tubbs Fire in October 2017.
Coffey Park wasn’t subject to California’s Chapter 7A building code. It still isn’t.
Unlike some areas of Santa Rosa, the neighborhood hasn’t been designated a “very high fire hazard” 

zone by Cal Fire. City officials are OK with that. Although developers rebuilding Coffey Park are being 
urged to consider fire-resistant materials, city spokeswoman Adriane Mertens said the city doesn’t see 
any reason to impose the 7A code in the neighborhood.

“There were very, very high winds that night,” Mertens said. “There were embers that were blown across 
the (Highway 101) freeway, across six lanes of freeway, into Coffey Park.”

Jack Cohen, a fire scientist in Montana who helped develop the 7A code, said he thinks Santa Rosa is 
committing “an error in judgment” by rebuilding without the safeguards.

In any event, Cal Fire is updating its fire hazard maps over the next year or so, taking into account more 
sophisticated data on wind and other climate factors, and Sapsis said spots such as Coffey Park could wind 
up designated as high-risk areas. Once the maps are done, any region placed inside Cal Fire’s “very high 
fire” zone will have no choice but to comply, under a bill signed into law by Brown last year.

But there will still be ways for cities to skirt the state building code.
Look at Folsom, widely considered one of the most vulnerable places in greater Sacramento to fire. 

The county’s hazard mitigation plan says 44,000 residents of Folsom are already at “moderate or higher 
wildfire risk.”

Now the suburb is building a development called Folsom Ranch, eventually to be home to 25,000 people, 
on a parcel south of Highway 50.

The development is on land that used to be subject to the strict state building code. Now it isn’t.
How did that happen? Years ago, the land was outside Folsom’s city limits and Cal Fire was responsible 

for its safety. Cal Fire’s maps put the land in the “moderate” risk zone — a threat level high enough that, 
under the state’s regulations, the fire-safe building code took effect. As it happened, no construction took 
place during that time, city officials say.

The situation changed when the city annexed the land to forge ahead with Folsom Ranch. Because the 
land has never been in the state’s “very high” risk zone, the city feels comfortable letting Folsom Ranch 
develop without the Chapter 7A building code.

Fire Chief Felipe Rodriguez said Folsom officials are still open to “the possibility of strengthening, harden-
ing, our future homes.” But for now, the city is only requiring homeowners’ associations to implement a 
“vegetation management” plan and install fire-resistant fencing around properties that abut open space 
areas, Rodriguez said.

Is Folsom courting danger? Rodriguez doesn’t think so. The city will build two fire stations in the devel-
opment and will “be able to suppress a fire during its early stages,” he said.

___
‘STICKS IN A FIREPLACE’
The hundreds of thousands of older homes in fire zones aren’t just more vulnerable in their own right.
Experts say they spread danger to new homes built to stricter standards.
“One little house built to a new standard, surrounded by a bunch of older stuff, is likely to get swamped,” 

Sapsis said.
Paradise provided a grim reminder of that problem. The Camp Fire destroyed more than 80 percent of 
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the 4,100 mobile homes in its path, whether they were built to the new code or not, according to Mc-
Clatchy’s data analysis. That isn’t surprising, Sapsis said, given that many of Paradise’s mobile homes were 
jammed alongside one another in mobile home parks.

“They’re stacked so close together, they’re like sticks in a fireplace,” Sapsis said.
Sapsis and others say the lesson is that strong building codes aren’t enough. In particular, experts say 

communities must pay more attention to how they lay out their neighborhoods, allowing for firebreaks 
and enough space between houses.

“In the name of affordable housing, we’re moving housing closer and closer to one another,” said Chris 
Dicus, a forestry and fire expert at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. “That serves to have house-to-house-to-
house ignition.”

The problem isn’t limited to densely-packed urban areas. “I live in a rural community, and I have got six 
feet basically separating me from my neighbor,” said Dicus, who lives outside of Morro Bay.

In addition, experts say California is struggling to enforce the state law regarding “defensible space” 
around properties.

The law requires that property owners maintain as much as 100 feet of defensible space around homes 
and other buildings in and around “a mountainous area, forest-covered lands, brush-covered lands, grass-
covered lands, or land that is covered with flammable material.” That means keeping trees and shrubs 
pruned and spaced far apart. Within five feet of the building, property owners are supposed to remove 
anything that could catch fire: mulch, plants, woodpiles and so on.

In practice, however, enforcement of the defensible space law has been spotty at best. Raymer, of the 
California Building Industry Association, said most property owners don’t understand how to maintain 
their yards. The state doesn’t impose penalties for non-compliance, and only a few local governments 
have chosen to do so, Raymer said.

Legislation could change that. SB 190, by Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa, would require the state fire marshal 
to develop a “model defensible space program,” including penalties, that local governments could adopt.

The problem extends beyond homeowners’ property lines. Gov. Gavin Newsom, finding some rare common 
ground with the Trump administration, is advocating for more aggressive management of forested lands.

A thinned forest northeast of Paradise provided one of the rare victories of the Camp Fire. As the fire 
raged out of the tiny community of Pulga, it essentially spared the northern part of Magalia. The reason 
was a series of forest-thinning projects conducted in recent years and overseen by the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, Sierra Pacific Industries and the volunteer Butte County Fire Safe Council. The council also worked 
diligently with area residents to clear brush from their property.

All that work “did exactly what we hoped it would do,” said Calli-Jane DeAnda, executive director of the 
council, which secured $1 million in grants to remove fuels from forested areas. “This investment of public 
money is so worth the effort.”

___
THE PARADISE ‘LAB EXPERIMENT’
The rebuilding of Paradise means thousands of homes are going to be constructed in the coming years 

to the stricter standards promulgated by the state in 2008. It represents the single largest test of the ef-
fectiveness of the building code.

“That is an absolute lab experiment for us,” Sapsis said.
On the streets of Paradise, though, community leaders are taking a more measured view. Zuccolillo, the 

town councilman, said asphalt roofs and stucco siding might “give us more of a chance” but he doubts 
they will guarantee Paradise’s safety.

“I saw metal buildings, metal and stucco buildings, burn to the ground,” he said.
Still, there’s plenty of evidence, all over Paradise, that the state’s building code can protect property.
The other day, Sean Herr pulled into his driveway on the west side of Paradise, where he and his wife 

Dawn were raising their two young children.
The first thing he did was bring out the ultimate symbol of resiliency: an American flag, the same one 
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that flew on his front porch the day of the Camp Fire.

Like the flag, the house is still standing. The Herrs’ home, built in 2010, suffered a bit of scorching and 
some interior smoke damage — the smoke is bad enough that they’re still temporarily living in Chico and 
aren’t certain they’ll move back.

Still, they marvel at what a close call they had. A Ford Excursion and a boat parked in the front yard, 
just a few feet from their porch, were destroyed. Five motorcycles locked in a shed behind the house got 
ruined. Most of their neighborhood is gone.

The Herrs believe their attention to defensible space — the house is mostly encircled in gravel — and 
the strictness of the building code probably made the difference.

“Our yard and the construction of the house saved it for sure,” Dawn Herr said, gesturing to a small 
scorch mark by the side of the house. “You can see it tried to catch on fire.”

___
Ryan Sabalow of The Sacramento Bee and Steve Schoonover of the Chico Enterprise-Record contributed 

to this report.

Uber reveals strong growth, huge losses ahead of IPO
By CATHY BUSSEWITZ and MICHAEL LIEDTKE AP Business Writers

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Uber is providing a look under the hood of its business in the lead-up to its 
hotly anticipated debut on the stock market, revealing strong growth but an ongoing struggle to overcome 
huge losses and repair its reputation.

Documents released Thursday offered the most detailed view of the world’s largest ride-hailing service 
since its inception a decade ago.

The massive filing shows Uber has been generating the robust revenue growth that entices investors, 
but also racked up nearly $8 billion in losses over its 10 years in existence, which mirrors the same trend 
challenging Lyft, Uber’s main rival in the U.S.

Uber’s revenue totaled $11.3 billion in 2018, a 42% increase from $7.9 billion in 2017, and a giant leap 
from $495 million in 2014.

The company posted a profit of $997 million last year, but that doesn’t mean its ride-hailing service 
suddenly started to make money — far from it. The positive result stemmed from a windfall that Uber 
generated from the sale of its operations in Russia and Southeast Asia. The company said it sustained 
an operating loss of $3 billion.

The San Francisco company also disclosed a legal cloud hanging over its head as government authorities 
and regulators investigate whether the company broke any laws.

Among other things, Uber revealed the U.S. Justice Department is conducting a criminal investigation 
into a yearlong cover-up of a massive computer break-in during 2016 that heisted personal information 
belonging to millions of passengers and drivers.

The probes are among the many risks that investors must weigh as they mull whether to jump into one 
of the biggest IPOs in years.

Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi acknowledged the self-inflicted wounds that damaged the ride-hailing 
service’s reputation while trying to make the case that the company has rehabilitated itself since he took 
over 18 months ago.

He struck his note of contrition and optimism in a letter included in the federal documents.
“Some of the attributes that made Uber a wildly successful startup — a fierce sense of entrepreneurial-

ism, our willingness to take risks that others might not, and that famous Uber hustle — led to missteps 
along the way,” Khosrowshahi wrote, closing his letter by assuring he will run Uber with integrity.

Reaching profitability has proven to be a challenge for both Uber and Lyft. Paying drivers is a huge ex-
pense, and Uber’s fierce competition with Lyft for customers has led both companies to offer rides below 
cost. Drivers for both companies complain about declining earnings, and they can easily switch between 
platforms, making it difficult for either company to further reduce driver costs and keep fares cheap for 
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passengers.

Uber said it plans to give bonuses to qualified drivers and is setting aside an undisclosed portion of its 
stock for drivers to buy.

Its unprofitable history may force Uber to eventually raise its ride-hailing prices unless it can reduce its 
costs by shifting to driverless cars or expand into other markets and lines of business.

But Uber’s operating losses declined from $4 billion in 2017 to $3 billion in 2018, indicating it could be 
heading in the right direction.

“They’re showing that they’re capable of controlling their costs, which has been a concern of ride shar-
ing companies in general,” said SharesPost analyst Alejandro Ortiz. “That’s a sign that will be looked on 
favorably in the next few weeks.”

Lyft beat Uber to the stock market last month with an IPO that raised $2.3 billion, but its shares have 
been backsliding after an early run-up. Lyft’s stock currently is hovering around $61, down from its IPO 
price of $72.

The rocky start may have prompted Uber to tamp down its IPO ambitions. The company is expected 
to try to raise roughly $10 billion and seeks a market value of $90 billion to $100 billion, according to the 
Wall Street Journal. That’s below earlier estimates of $120 billion.

The investment bankers handling Uber’s IPO are expected to reveal a pricing range for Uber’s shares 
later this month. That will come before executives head out on a so-called road show designed to drum 
up interest in the IPO among institutional investors who will be given the first opportunity to buy the stock 
before it begins trading on the New York Stock Exchange next month.

In the end, Uber is widely expected to be the biggest technology IPO since Chinese e-commerce gi-
ant Alibaba Group went public in 2014. And it’s likely to be the largest among U.S. tech companies since 
Facebook took its bow on Wall Street seven years ago at a time when most people hadn’t ever considered 
using an app on their smartphone to summon a ride from strangers driving their own cars.

Uber launched in 2009 as UberCab, a black car service where customers could hail professional driv-
ers with a few taps on a smartphone. It shortened its name to Uber in 2010, distancing itself from the 
taxicab industry, which has criticized the company for operating under less regulation than the traditional 
taxi industry.

The company operates in 65 countries and has completed 10 billion trips worldwide.
Uber is also expanding in other markets such as freight while offering other ways to get around with 

shared scooters and bikes. Its fast-growing food delivery business, which spans 500 cities globally, doubled 
its revenue to $757 million in 2018 from $367 million in 2017.

But Uber faces challenges that Lyft doesn’t because of a series of damaging revelations that sullied its 
reputation among consumers. The setbacks have included rampant internal sexual harassment and al-
legations it stole self-driving car technology.

The blowback from the problems helped Lyft pick up ground in the U.S. — something Uber acknowledged 
in its filing — and led to the ouster of Uber co-founder Travis Kalanick as CEO in 2017. Now it will be up 
to Kalanick’s successor, Khosrowshahi, to persuade investors that Uber has cleaned up its act and merits 
a market value higher than Ford Motor and General Motors combined.

Kalanick is one of Uber’s largest shareholders, owning nearly 9% of the company’s stock.
Uber has been investing substantially in self-driving vehicles, which could be critical to reducing driver 

costs and achieving profitability. It launched its first self-driving test vehicle in 2016 and its self-driving car 
division has more than 1,000 employees, and it has built more than 250 self-driving cars so far.

But it suspended testing when one of its self-driving vehicles struck and killed a pedestrian in Arizona 
last year. The company resumed testing self-driving vehicles in Pittsburgh in December.

In its federal filing, Uber warned of the fierce competition it faces on that front from rivals such as Tesla 
and Google’s Waymo, who it said could introduce autonomous vehicles earlier than Uber. The company 
also warned that potential future regulations or increases in insurance costs could impact the autonomous 
vehicle business.
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Alphabet, the parent company of Google, owns 5% of Uber, even as it competes with Uber on self-driving 

technology. Alphabet also owns roughly 5% of Lyft’s stock.
__
Bussewitz reported from New York. Marcy Gordon contributed from Washington, D.C.

Chevron buying Anadarko for $33B as crude prices rise
SAN RAMON, Calif. (AP) — Chevron will buy Anadarko Petroleum for $33 billion in a cash-and-stock deal 

as the company seeks to grow stronger in deep water exploration in the gulf and the energy-rich southwest 
region of Texas called the Permian Basin.

The deal, announced Friday, arrives with U.S. crude prices up 40% this year.
The companies put the enterprise value of the deal at $50 billion.
“This transaction builds strength on strength for Chevron,” said Chairman and CEO Michael Wirth. “The 

combination of Anadarko’s premier, high-quality assets with our advantaged portfolio strengthens our 
leading position in the Permian, builds on our deep water Gulf of Mexico capabilities and will grow our 
LNG business.”

The LNG Wirth referred to is liquefied natural gas. With the deal announced Friday, it gets access to 
Anadarko’s LNG operations in Mozambique. The combined company will also control a 75-mile-wide cor-
ridor across the Delaware Basin, just beside the Permian Basin, a region bountiful with natural gas that 
has been exploited through shale drilling.

There has been some pressure in energy markets as OPEC tries to push prices higher through produc-
tion cuts.

When the organization of oil-producing states released its monthly report this week, it revealed that 
energy output from OPEC had declined to levels not seen since early 2015.

That is largely being driven by the energy powerhouse Saudi Arabia, which last month removed another 
324,000 barrels of oil per day from the market.

Still, U.S. crude was selling for less than $65 per barrel Friday. That’s far from levels well above $100 per 
barrel reached just before the economic downturn in 2008, and there are signals that global economic 
growth is slowing.

The acquisition of Anadarko could give Chevron a little more breathing room when crude prices do fall.
With savings the companies plan to book and rising cash flow, Chevron said Friday that it will bump up 

annual stock buybacks to $5 billion, from $4 billion a year, once the transaction is complete.
Chevron plans to divest $15 billion to $20 billion of assets between 2020 and 2022, with proceeds being 

used to lower debt and to return additional cash to shareholders, the company said.
Anadarko shareholders will receive 0.3869 shares of Chevron and $16.25 in cash for each share they own, 

or $65 per share. Chevron will issue about 200 million shares and pay approximately $8 billion in cash. It 
will also assume about $15 billion in debt.

Chevron Corp. will keep its headquarters in San Ramon, California. Anadarko Petroleum Corp. is based 
in The Woodlands, Texas.

The deal is expected to close in the second half of the year. It still needs approval from Anadarko Pe-
troleum Corp. shareholders and regulators.

Shares of Anadarko jumped 30.3% before the market opened, while Chevron’s stock fell 3.2%.

Asian stocks mostly higher after mixed Wall Street day
By JOE McDONALD AP Business Writer

BEIJING (AP) — Asian stock markets were mostly higher Friday after a mixed Wall Street close on list-
less trading.

Benchmarks in Tokyo, Sydney and Seoul rose. China’s main index was up 1 point while Hong Kong re-
treated.
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Investors watched for Chinese trade data due out Friday.
Traders were hoping for a “good set of figures” from Beijing following unexpectedly strong March manu-

facturing and inflation data, said Jingyi Pan of IG in a report.
Major U.S. stock indexes closed unevenly Thursday after losses in health care stocks mostly offset gains 

in industrial companies and banks. Major European indexes closed mostly higher.
In Asia, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 index rose 0.6% to 21,841.95 and the Shanghai Composite Index stood at 

3,190.78. Seoul’s Kospi advanced 0.2% to 2,228.02 and Sydney’s S&amp;P-ASX 200 added 0.2% to 6,236.60.
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng shed 0.2% to 29,776.62. New Zealand and Southeast Asian markets declined 

while Taiwan advanced.
On Wall Street, the Standard &amp; Poor’s 500 added less than 0.1% to 2,888.32. The Dow Jones In-

dustrial Average fell 0.1%, to 26,143.05. The Nasdaq composite slid 0.2%, to 7,947.36.
The U.S. market gave back some of the previous day’s gains after minutes from the latest Federal Re-

serve meeting showed the majority of officials want to keep interest rates unchanged. Investors want the 
central bank to take a more laid-back approach to avoid triggering a market slump.

Traders are focused on company earnings reports the next few weeks in hopes of gleaning fresh clues 
about the trajectory of the economy.

Analysts expect companies in the S&amp;P 500 to report a 3.3% drop in earnings per share from a 
year earlier, which would be the first decline since the spring of 2016. The expected drop in profits is due 
almost entirely to weaker profit margins.

ENERGY: Benchmark U.S. crude gained 15 cents to $63.73 per barrel in electronic trading on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. The contract dropped $1.03 on Thursday to close at $63.58. Brent crude, used 
to price international oils, added 10 cents to $70.93 per barrel in London. It fell 90 cents the previous 
session to $70.83.

CURRENCY: The dollar gained to 111.72 yen from Thursday’s 111.66 yen. The euro rose to $1.1289 from 
$1.1257.

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Friday, April 12, the 102nd day of 2019. There are 263 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On April 12, 1945, President Franklin D. Roosevelt died of a cerebral hemorrhage in Warm Springs, 

Georgia, at age 63; he was succeeded by Vice President Harry S. Truman.
On this date:
In 1776, North Carolina’s Fourth Provincial Congress authorized the colony’s delegates to the Continental 

Congress to support independence from Britain.
In 1861, the Civil War began as Confederate forces opened fire on Fort Sumter in South Carolina.
In 1862, Union volunteers stole a Confederate locomotive near Marietta, Georgia, and headed toward 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, on a mission to sabotage as much of the rail line as they could; the raiders 
were caught.

In 1877, the catcher’s mask was first used in a baseball game by James Tyng of Harvard in a game 
against the Lynn Live Oaks.

In 1934, “Tender Is the Night,” by F. Scott Fitzgerald, was first published in book form after being seri-
alized in Scribner’s Magazine.

In 1955, the Salk vaccine against polio was declared safe and effective.
In 1961, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first man to fly in space, orbiting the earth once 

before making a safe landing.
In 1963, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. was arrested and jailed in Birmingham, Alabama, 

charged with contempt of court and parading without a permit. (During his time behind bars, King wrote 
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his “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”)

In 1988, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office issued a patent to Harvard University for a genetically 
engineered mouse, the first time a patent was granted for an animal life form.

In 1989, former boxing champion Sugar Ray Robinson died in Culver City, California, at age 67; radical 
activist Abbie Hoffman was found dead at his home in New Hope, Pennsylvania, at age 52.

In 1990, in its first meeting, East Germany’s first democratically elected parliament acknowledged re-
sponsibility for the Nazi Holocaust, and asked the forgiveness of Jews and others who had suffered.

In 2006, jurors in the Zacarias Moussaoui (zak-uh-REE’-uhs moo-SOW’-ee) trial listened to a recording 
of shouts and cries in the cockpit as desperate passengers twice charged hijackers during the final half 
hour of doomed United Flight 93 on 9/11.

Ten years ago: American cargo ship captain Richard Phillips was rescued from Somali pirates by U.S. 
Navy snipers who shot and killed three of the hostage-takers. Angel Cabrera became the first Argentine to 
win the Masters. Actress Marilyn Chambers, who’d starred in the 1972 adult film “Behind the Green Door,” 
was found dead at her home in Canyon Country, California, 10 days before her 57th birthday.

Five years ago: The policy-setting panel of the 188-nation International Monetary Fund concluded a 
meeting in Washington by expressing confidence that the global economy finally had turned the corner 
to stronger growth. Devastating wildfires erupted in the hills of Valparaiso, Chile, killing 15 people and 
destroying nearly 3,000 homes.

One year ago: Police in Philadelphia arrested two black men at a Starbucks; the men had been asked 
to leave after one of them was denied access to the restroom. (Starbucks apologized and, weeks later, 
closed thousands of stores for part of the day to conduct anti-bias training.) Carl Ferrer, the chief execu-
tive of Backpage.com, which authorities described as an “online brothel,” pleaded guilty to California and 
federal charges including conspiracy and money laundering, and agreed to testify against others at the 
website. Schoolteachers in Oklahoma ended two weeks of walkouts, shifting their focus to electing pro-
education candidates. The Screen Actors Guild issued new guidelines calling for an end to auditions and 
professional meetings in private hotel rooms and residences in the wake of the Harvey Weinstein scandal.

Today’s Birthdays: Children’s author Beverly Cleary is 103. Actress Jane Withers is 93. Playwright Alan 
Ayckbourn (AYK’-bohrn) is 80. Jazz musician Herbie Hancock is 79. Rock singer John Kay (Steppenwolf) 
is 75. Actor Ed O’Neill is 73. Actor Dan Lauria is 72. Talk show host David Letterman is 72. Author Scott 
Turow is 70. Actor-playwright Tom Noonan is 68. Rhythm-and-blues singer JD Nicholas (The Commodores) 
is 67. Singer Pat Travers is 65. Actor Andy Garcia is 63. Movie director Walter Salles (SAL’-ihs) is 63. Coun-
try singer Vince Gill is 62. Actress Suzzanne (cq) Douglas is 62. Model/TV personality J Alexander is 61. 
Rock musician Will Sergeant (Echo &amp; the Bunnymen) is 61. Rock singer Art Alexakis (al-ex-AH’-kihs) 
(Everclear) is 57. Country singer Deryl Dodd is 55. Folk-pop singer Amy Ray (Indigo Girls) is 55. Actress 
Alicia Coppola is 51. Rock singer Nicholas Hexum (311) is 49. Actress Retta is 49. Actor Nicholas Brendon 
is 48. Actress Shannen Doherty is 48. Actress Marley Shelton is 45. Actress Sarah Jane Morris is 42. Ac-
tress Jordana Spiro is 42. Rock musician Guy Berryman (Coldplay) is 41. Actor Riley Smith is 41. Actress 
Claire Danes is 40. Actress Jennifer Morrison is 40. Actor Matt McGorry is 33. Actress Brooklyn Decker is 
32. Contemporary Christian musician Joe Rickard (Red) is 32. Rock singer-musician Brendon Urie (Panic! 
at the Disco) is 32. Actress Saoirse (SUR’-shuh) Ronan is 25.

Thought for Today: “It is common sense to take a method and try it. If it fails, admit it frankly and try 
another. But above all, try something.” — Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945).


