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School Board Election
Here are the unofficial election returns for the Groton 

Area School Board Election:
The official vote will be canvassed on April 23rd.

Travis J. Harder - 188
Clint Fjelstad - 135
Tigh Fliehs - 227
Deborah Gengerke - 247

Harder, Fliehs and Gengerke are elected to new 3-year 
terms beginning July 1, 2019.

Fjelstad and Gengerke were incumbents.  Board mem-
ber Merle Harder elected not to run for re-election.

315 total ballots were cast, equaling a 12.5% turnout 
of total eligible voters in the District 

http://397news.com/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=31050
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BLIZZARD WARNING
Issue Date:5:16 AM Wed, Apr 10, 2019

Expiration:1:00 PM Fri, Apr 12, 2019
...BLIZZARD WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT FROM 7 PM THIS EVENING TO 1 PM CDT FRIDAY...
* WHAT...Blizzard conditions expected. Total snow accumulations of 10 to 15 inches expected. Winds 

gusting as high as 45 mph.
* WHERE...McPherson, Brown and Edmunds Counties.
* WHEN...From 7 PM this evening to 1 PM CDT Friday.
* ADDITIONAL DETAILS...Travel could be very difficult to impossible. Blowing snow could significantly 

reduce visibility. The hazardous conditions could impact the morning or evening commute.
A Blizzard Warning means severe winter weather conditions are expected or occurring. Falling and blow-

ing snow with strong winds and poor visibilities are likely. This will lead to whiteout conditions, making 
travel extremely dangerous. Do not travel. If you must travel, have a winter survival kit with you. If you 
get stranded, stay with your vehicle.

The latest road conditions can be obtained by calling 5 1 1.
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Hi, my name is Bary 
Keith, a Groton resi-
dent.  I have just re-

cently joined the Harr 
Motors sales team.  I'm 

excited to start help-
ing people get into the 
right vehicle for them.  
Right now, any vehicle 

purchased from me, un-
til the end of April, will 
receive an Autostart at 
no charge.  Give me a 

call (605-216-6952)  or 
(605-725-8624) or stop 
out and see me at Harr 

Motors today!!!

4255 6th Ave 

Community Events
Due to the impending weather ALL storm 

spotter classes for Brown County have 
been cancelled.  A new date will be deter-

mined after WINTER is OVER…

Thursday, April 11, 2019
4:00pm: Junior High Track Meet at Sisseton
6:00pm: Indoor Track Meet at Northern State 

University, Aberdeen
Friday, April 12, 2019

8:30am- 3:30pm: KG Roundup (Screening) at 
the Groton Area Elementary School

Come and go Bridal shower for Emily Kern, 
bride to be of Nathan Skadsen, 

Sunday, April 28 2019 2-5 pm at 

2019 Groton Area Elementary
Kindergarten Roundup (Screening) for 
children turning 5 on/or before Sept. 1, 2019

Friday, April 12

Parents of children who will be turning 5 on or before 
September 1, 2019, in the Groton Area School District 
are asked to contact Heidi Krueger at the Groton Area 
Elementary School during school hours at 397-2317 to 
set up a screening time or to confirm their screening 
time.

*Students currently attending Junior Kindergarten 
will not be screened at this time.

Packets will be sent home this week with a sched-
uled time and additional paperwork that will need to 
be completed. 

Kindergarten Roundup will take place at the Groton 
Area Elementary School.  Please check in at the office.
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Groton City Notice
Sump Pumps must 

be discharged 
OUTSIDE!

Failure to comply will result in fines.

Hiring High Schoolers!
If you are 16 or older and need a 

summer job, the Groton Rehabilitation Center 
has the job for you! 

During the summer, you can work inside and get some 
experience for a CNA career in the future!

We are an equal employment opportunity employer. All qualified applicants will receive consideration 
for employment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability status, 

protected veteran status or any other characteristic protected by law.

1106 N 2nd Street ~ Groton, SD  ~ 605-397-2365

FCCLA Style Show gives way to candle light supper
The FCCLA Style Show was replaced this year with a banquet held in the mulitpurpose room at GHS. A 

loaded baked potato with an Angel Food Cake topped with strawberries and whipped cream was served 
in the candle light venue. The FCCLA members were able to eat their supper with their family members.

Kaycie Hawkins, FCCLA president, gave the welcome followed by the dinner. Then Chloe Daly, FCCLA 
secretary, gave the Year in Review. Advisor Lindsey Tietz handed out several awards. Nicole Marzahn, FC-
CLA vice president, assisted with the door prizes until she drew her mom's name for the door prize that 
she donated! Then Nicole held the container of names and allowed other members to draw the names. 
The officer installation was then held.

A candle light supper was served at the first FCCLA banquet planned now to be an annual 
event, replacing the FCCLA Style Show. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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The installation of the officers was held at the FCCLA Banquet held Tuesday in the Multi-
purpose room. Pictured left to right are Eh Tha You Say, Gabriella Merkel, Kaycie Hawkins, 
Nicole Marzahn, Tiara DeHoet, Grace Wiedrick and Chloe Daly. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

FCCLA members earning the Service Award were Kylie Kassube, Kaitlyn Anderson, Shyla 
Larson, Sam Menzia and Shannon Wiedrick. Not pictured is Taylor Holm. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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The 2019-20 FCCLA officers are pictured with their advisor on the left, Lindsey Tietz. From 
left to right from Tietz are Gabriella Merkel, public relations officer; Eh Tha You Say, historian; 
Kaycie Hawkins, president; Nicole Marzahn, past vice president; Tiara DeHoet, vice president; 
Chloe Daly, treasurer; and Grace Wiedrick, secretary; not pictured is past public relations 
officers Kaylin Kucker. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

These designer hand bags were made by Eh Tha You Say, 
Chloe Daly, Tiara DeHoet, Gabriella Merkel and Grace Wied-
rick. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Eh Tha You Say was the "FCCLA Rookie 
of the Year." (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Gabriella Merkel was chosen as the 
"FCCLA Officer of the Year." (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Sage Mortenson was chosen as the 
"FCCLAer of the Year." (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Sam Menzia
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Jennie Doeden
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Shannon Wiedrick
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Torrence Wiseman
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Portia Kettering
(Photo by Paul Kosel) Alexis Simon

(Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Shyla Larson
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Jennie Doeden helped to serve the des-
sert. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

A baked potato bar was served with 
meat, broccoli, cheese, salsa and sour 
cream. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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State’s Citizens Urged to Prepare Now for Major Mid-Week Storm

 
PIERRE, S.D. – Winter is not yet finished with South Dakota as the state braces for another storm sched-

uled to sweep through the state this week.
 
A late-winter storm, featuring two feet of snow in some places, freezing rain, high winds and blizzard 

conditions, is expected to make its presence felt starting Tuesday night (tonight). Residents will experience 
the storm’s heaviest impact on Wednesday and Thursday.  The storm is expected to leave the state Friday.

 
Travel will be hindered throughout most of South Dakota. State Department of Public Safety Cabinet 

Secretary Craig Price says people should start to adjust their travel plans now.
 
“Even though it is April, this has the potential to be a dangerous storm,” he says. “We encourage people 

to adjust their travel plans. Travel will be very tough through a good portion of the state Wednesday and 
most of the state on Thursday.”

 
Those staying at home are encouraged to make sure they have enough supplies on hand, including 

needed medication. Citizens also are urged to check on elderly neighbors, pets and livestock.
 
Department of Transportation Cabinet Secretary Darin Bergquist says crews are preparing now to keep 

highways open as much as possible.
 
“Motorists need to keep updated with the latest weather and road conditions,” he says. “This storm will 

impact road conditions.”
 
Drivers are reminded to check safetravelusa.com/sd or call 5-1-1 before they begin their trip. Motorists 

also are urged to take the following steps:
·         Check safetravelusa.com/sd or call 5-1-1 to check road conditions.
·         Wear your seatbelt
·         Travel during the day
·         Drive with your headlights on (not daytime running lights) so you can be seen by other motorists 

from the front and rear
·         Don’t use cruise control on icy or snow-covered roads
·         Use highly traveled roads and highways
·         Keep family and friends informed of your travel schedule and route
·         Keep a winter weather survival kit in your car. The kit should include blankets, warm clothing, 

water, energy bars, a flashlight, a distress flag, a shovel and matches
·         Travel with a charged cell phone, but don’t rely on it to get you out of a bad situation
Change travel plans as weather conditions warrant
 
If you do get stranded:
Stay in your vehicle
·         Run the engine and heater about 10 minutes an hour to stay warm
·         When the engine is running, open a window slightly to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.  Pe-

riodically clearing snow from the exhaust pipe will also help prevent carbon monoxide buildup
·         When it’s dark outside, turn on the interior light so rescuers can see you
·         Put up a distress flag, or spread a large colored cloth on the ground to attract attention from 

rescuers
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What a Winter: Another Storm Aimed to Hit South Dakota

(And, despite what the calendar says, it’s not over yet!)
 
April 9, 2019 – Forecasters are predicting heavy snow and strong winds throughout most of South Dakota 

starting tonight and extending into Thursday. No one plans to get stranded so AAA South Dakota urges 
motorists to prepare themselves and their vehicle for the worst. “This has been a particularly taxing winter 
for drivers here in South Dakota given the extended stretch of cold weather, the woes of pothole season 
and now another snow storm” says Marilyn Buskohl, manager of Public and Government Affairs for AAA 
South Dakota.  “We urge motorists to not let their guard down, as the brunt of the storm is expected to 
hit the state the hardest on Wednesday into Thursday.”

 
AAA is encouraging those who are able to do so, to plan to be off the roads BEFORE conditions worsen.
For those who must be on the road, AAA offers the following safe driving tips:
Remove all snow from your vehicle, including the roof, hood, and trunk. While driving, snow can blow 

off a car onto the windshield of a nearby vehicle, temporary blinding that driver’s vision. Allow plenty of 
extra time to get where you need to go.

Slow down: accelerate, turn and brake gradually. Adjust your speed to the road conditions and leave 
yourself ample room to stop. Allow at least three times more space than usual between you and the car 
in front of you.

Increase following distance: normal following distances of three to four seconds on dry pavement should 
be extended to a minimum of eight to ten seconds when driving on slippery surfaces. The extra time will 
provide additional braking room should a sudden stop become necessary. 

Do not tailgate: normal following distances of three to four seconds on dry pavement should be extended 
to a minimum of eight to ten seconds when driving on slippery surfaces. The extra time will provide ad-
ditional braking room should a sudden stop become necessary. 

Watch the traffic ahead: slow down immediately at the sight of brake lights, fishtailing cars, sideways 
skids or emergency flashers ahead.

Never use cruise control on slippery roads: patches of ice can cause unexpected wheel spin and use of 
cruise control can slow driver response.

Move Over: move over one lane for law enforcement and emergency roadside personnel assisting mo-
torists. It is the law. If you are unable to move over, slow down.

Carry a winter weather kit in your car: contents should include a fully charged cellphone (and car char-
ger), ice scraper, blanket, warm winter clothing, flashlight with extra batteries, jumper cables, a bag of 
kitty litter, reflective triangles/flares, shovel and cloth/paper towels.
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Gov. Noem Orders Closure of State Offices
In Blizzard Warning Counties

 
PIERRE, S.D. – Gov. Kristi Noem has ordered the closure of state government offices today in all 52 

counties that are part of the current blizzard warning.
 
Counties part of the closure order are: Aurora, Beadle, Bennett, Bon Homme, Brookings, Brown, Brule, 

Buffalo, Charles Mix, Clark, Codington, Custer, Davison, Day, Deuel, Dewey, Douglas, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, 
Gregory, Haakon, Hamlin, Hand, Hanson, Hughes, Hutchinson, Hyde, Jackson, Jerauld, Jones, Kingsbury, 
Lake, Lyman, Marshall, McCook, Meade, Mellette, Miner, Moody, Oglala Lakota, Pennington, Potter, Roberts, 
Sanborn, Spink, Stanley, Sully, Todd, Tripp, Turner and Walworth.

 
Only essential personnel within state offices in the 52 counties should report to their work stations after 

the closure.
 
Heavy snow and high winds leading to blizzard conditions are expected in this storm. Driving conditions 

also will be adversely impacted. People are being urged to stay home and not travel unless absolutely 
necessary.

 
State officials are monitoring the storm closely and will determine if more state office closures are needed.
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City plan for snow removal on streets
The upcoming blizzard will create challenges for the City of Groton Street Department. According to 

Terry Herron, Street Superintendent, many of the roads in Groton are very soft and snow removal on 
those streets may not be done. Attempting to remove snow on soft roads can cause major damage to 
the streets. It is also recommended to stay off those streets as much as possible. The city will keep the 
emergency routes open which is shown on the map below.
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Today in Weather History  

April 10, 1965: Severe Thunderstorms in the afternoon and early evening resulted in severe hail reports 
throughout much of Clark County. Hail up to 2.00 inches in diameter was recorded 30 miles northeast 
of Huron around 2:40 PM. About 6:30 PM, hail 0.75 inches in diameter fell near Garden City on a flock of 
wild geese in flight, killing 25 of them.

April 10, 1969: The Elm River in Westport was the highest of all time at 22.11 feet, which is 8.11 feet 
above flood stage.

April 10, 2005: Thunderstorm winds caused widespread damage in Menno, in Hutchinson County. Nu-
merous trees including several large trees were uprooted. Numerous homes were damaged, some directly 
by the wind and others by trees and other debris. Garages were especially hard hit, including at least one 
garage which was destroyed. A grain elevator was damaged, with a catwalk and conveyor being blown 
over. A historical post office addition to a log building was destroyed, doors and part of the roof of a flour 
mill were blown down, and doors were blown off several other buildings. Many homes and other buildings 
had windows broken and siding damaged. A few small storage buildings were destroyed, and others were 
damaged or blown over. Several farms were heavily damaged, with machine sheds, at least, one hog 
barn, and several other small structures destroyed. Several vehicles were damaged, including one pickup 
which was pushed partly onto the porch of a house. Power lines and poles were blown down, resulting 
in a power outage in Menno.

April 10, 2013: A large slow-moving upper-level low-pressure area moving across the region brought 
several rounds of heavy snow to much of central and northeast South Dakota. Snowfall amounts from 6 
to as much as 22 inches occurred over the several day periods. Travel became difficult if not impossible 
with some roads closed for a time. Interstate-90 closed on the evening of the 9th. Many schools were 
also closed across the region. Additionally, a 66-year-old suffered a heart attack and passed away while 
shoveling the snow in front of his house in Aberdeen.

1935: Severe dust storms across Iowa and Kansas closed schools and highways. Dodge City, Kansas 
experienced its worst dust storm of record, with dense dust reported from the morning of the 9th until 
after sunset on the 11th. The sky was almost as dark as night at times during the daylight hours. The 
thick dust suspended traffic on highways and railroads and also suspended most business in town.  

1979: This day was known as “Terrible Tuesday” to the residents of Wichita Falls, Texas as a tornado 
rated F4 on the Fujita scale ripped through the city. A massive F4 tornado smashed into Wichita Falls kill-
ing 43 persons and causing 300 million dollars in damage. Another tornado struck Vernon, Texas killing 
eleven persons. 

1894 - A heavy late season snow blanketed parts of the northeastern U.S. Heavier snowfall totals included 
31.5 inches at Salem Corners PA, 30 inches at LeRoy NY, 26 inches at York PA, 14 inches at Waterbury 
CT, and 9 inches at Providence RI. (The Weather Channel)

1935 - Severe dust storms across Iowa and Kansas closed schools and highways. Dodge City KS expe-
rienced its worst dust storm of record, with dense dust reported from the morning of the 9th until after 
sunset on the 11th. The sky was almost as dark as night at times during the daylight hours. The thick dust 
suspended traffic on highways and railroads, and also suspended most business in town. (The Weather 
Channel)

1979 - A massive tornado smashed into Wichita Falls, TX, killing 43 persons and causing 300 million 
dollars damage. Another tornado struck Vernon TX killing eleven persons. (David Ludlum) (Storm Data)

1987 - Blustery northwest winds prevailed across the Northern Plains Region. Winds in Wyoming gusted 
to 65 mph. Temperatures in North Dakota were only in the 20s and 30s, following afternoon highs in the 
70s the previous day. (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the western U.S. Eleven cities reported new record 
high temperatures for the date, including Bakersfield CA with a reading of 95 degrees, their warmest for 
so early in the season. Pocatello ID warmed from a record low of 19 above to an afternoon high of 63 
degrees. (The National Weather Summary)
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Historic springtime snowstorm will bring widespread heavy snow and blizzard conditions today through 
Friday morning. The strongest winds will occur tonight through Thursday night.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp: 43 °F at 12:00 AM 
Low Outside Temp: 30 °F at 10:18 PM
High Gust: 22 mph at 7:58 PM
Precip: 

Today’s Info
Record High: 88° in 1977
Record Low: 16° in 1997
Average High: 54°F 
Average Low: 30°F 
Average Precip in April.: 0.42
Precip to date in April.: 0.87
Average Precip to date: 2.60
Precip Year to Date: 3.06
Sunset Tonight: 8:13 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:56 a.m.
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KNOW GOD - HAVE LIFE

Ill-gotten treasures bring many ideas, as well as pictures, to our minds. Some pictures remind us of 
events where we were taken advantage of by one who made no apologies for stealing our property. Other 
feelings are the result of a dishonest salesperson who hid the truth from us when we purchased a valu-
able item. Usually, there are many numbers involved in large transactions, and unless we know what to 
look for, its easy to become a victim of dishonesty.

However, when we look at some valuables we have collected over time, there may be an item or two 
we obtained in less than honest methods. They were really ill-gotten even though they belong to us now.

Ill-gotten is a strong phrase that means treasures gotten as a result of wickedness. We know that wick-
edness is not compatible with the character of God. It stands in complete contradiction to everything God 
values. It also cost Him the life of His Son. Righteousness on the other hand clearly states what God is: 
a God who is consistent with His Word and His ways. Our God despises unrighteousness and dishonesty 
because He is honest and just!

Treasures are a gift from God. And, there is nothing wrong with having treasures even great treasures. 
But, when they become the center of life or the reason for living, attaining them is self-destructive. They no 
longer bring satisfaction because they have no lasting value - and the search for more treasures continues.

Righteousness delivers us from death: physical, spiritual and eternal. Those who live in righteousness 
have no fear of God because their search for treasures is found in Him.

Prayer: Father, give us a desire to live for things that are eternal and have their source in You and Your 
love. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Scripture For Today: Proverbs 10:2 Ill-gotten treasures have no lasting value, but righteousness delivers 
from death.
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2019 Groton SD Community Events

• 01/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm (Last Sunday of January)
• 03/17/2019 Legion Post #39 Spring Fundraiser (Sunday closest to St. Patrick’s Day, every other year)
• 04/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 04/27/2019 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 05/04/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 05/27/2019 Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program (Memorial Day)
• 06/13/2019 Transit Fundraiser (Thursday Mid-June)
• 06/14/2019 SDSU Golf Tournament at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 06/15/2019 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 06/21/2019 Best Ball Golf Tourney
• 06/22-23/2019 Groton Junior Legion Tournament
• 06/29/2019 Groton U10/U12 Round Robin Tournament
• 07/04/2019 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 07/14/2019 Summer Fest/Car Show (Sunday Mid-July)
• 07/18/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Pro Am Tournament
• 07/21/2019 Granary Ice Cream Social & Family Music Fest
• 08/02/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Wine on Nine
• 08/09-11/2019 State Junior Legion Tournament in Groton
• 08/22/2019 First Day of School
• 09/07/2019 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 09/08/2019 Sunflower Classic at Olive Grove Golf Course
• 09/08/2019 Granary Living History Fall Festival
• 10/12/2019 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/11/2019 Lake Region Marching Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2019 Trunk or Treat/Halloween on Main (Halloween)
• 11/09/2019 Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/07/2019 Olive Grove Golf Course Holiday Party
• 12/07/2019 Santa Claus Day at Professional Management Services
• Bingo: every Wednesday, Labor Day-Memorial Day, 6:30pm at the Legion Post #39

2020 Groton SD Community Events
• 4/4/2020 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 4/25/2020 Fireman’s Stag (Same Saturday as GHS Prom)
• 5/2/2020 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press undefined

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Tuesday:
Mega Millions
11-22-34-44-58, Mega Ball: 9, Megaplier: 2
(eleven, twenty-two, thirty-four, forty-four, fifty-eight; Mega Ball: nine; Megaplier: two)
Estimated jackpot: $120 million
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $84 million

Authorities release name of man who died in Kennebec crash
KENNEBEC, S.D. (AP) — Authorities have identified a man who died in a one-vehicle crash on the Lower 

Brule Indian Reservation.
The crash happened early Thursday morning northeast of Kennebec. The Highway Patrol says 27-year-

old Matthew Denke, of Pukwana, was pronounced dead at the scene.
Denke was a passenger in a car driven by a 27-year-old Kennebec man who suffered serious non-life 

threatening injuries in the crash. Authorities say the driver lost control and drove into the ditch, where the 
vehicle flipped over and came to rest on its wheels.

The patrol is investigating the crash and possible charges in the case

Soil moisture supplies in good shape across South Dakota
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A wet spring across South Dakota has soil moisture in good shape for the 

spring planting season.
The Agriculture Department says in its weekly crop report that topsoil moisture supplies statewide are 

rated 99% adequate to surplus, and subsoil moisture is 98% in those categories.
South Dakota’s winter wheat crop is rated 2% poor, 52% fair, 44% good and 2% excellent.

Impoverished Pine Ridge reservation braces for more flooding
By BLAKE NICHOLSON Associated Press

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — The Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, one of the poorest areas 
in the nation, is bracing for another major winter storm and the prospect of renewed flooding that is also 
forecast to hit a wide swath of the Plains and Midwest just a month after the last weather blast.

March’s “bomb cyclone” — an unusual weather phenomenon in which air pressure drops rapidly and 
a storm strengthens explosively — dumped heavy snow on Pine Ridge that led to severe flooding . The 
high waters trapped hundreds of people in their homes, damaged or destroyed hundreds of miles of roads 
and dozens of buildings, disrupted water supplies to thousands and prompted the governor to send in the 
National Guard .

The prairie reservation is roughly the size of Delaware and Rhode Island combined and is home to 
nearly 20,000 people, many of whom live in deteriorating houses or cramped mobile homes. About half 
live in poverty, and the unemployment rate hovers around 75 percent. The tribe will be seeking help for 
flooding-related infrastructure repairs from the federal government as well as charities and nonprofits, 
but many private property owners are looking at the prospect of funding extensive repairs on their own.

“Damage is going to be in the hundreds of millions,” tribal spokesman Chase Iron Eyes said. “Things are 
beginning to dry out, but now there’s a huge blizzard predicted. On this reservation, it’s kind of a constant 

News from the
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crisis the way we live here, and these disasters just put us in a perilous position.”

The storm moving east out of the northern Rockies Wednesday and Thursday could be similar to last 
month’s . It will pack heavy snow and strong winds and produce life-threatening conditions in parts of the 
Plains and Upper Midwest, according to the National Weather Service. The heaviest-hit areas are expected 
to be from southeastern Wyoming through Nebraska and South Dakota into southern Minnesota. Snow is 
forecast to expand into parts of the Upper Great Lakes, with rain stretching from the central Plains east 
into the Middle Mississippi Valley and Western Ohio Valley.

The storm deemed “potentially historic” by the Weather Prediction Center brings the specter of renewed 
flooding to a part of the country where massive flooding over the past month has caused billions of dol-
lars in damage .

Nebraska is not expecting a repeat of the catastrophic flooding it experienced last month because the 
ground is no longer frozen and ice has melted from the rivers, though there might be localized flooding 
across the state, according to weather service meteorologist Van DeWald in Omaha. The biggest threat 
will remain along the already swollen Missouri River, he said.

“It’s really just going to exacerbate that flooding and prolong it,” he said. “We’re probably looking at that 
surge hitting those Missouri River areas in Nebraska and Iowa three to five days after the storm.”

In northwest Missouri’s Holt County, where the raging Missouri River ravaged roads and highways, Emer-
gency Management Director Tom Bullock is urging residents to be prepared to get out if another surge of 
water arrives after this week’s storm.

“We don’t have any protection,” he said. “Our levees are all broke.”
The storm crept slowly across Idaho and Montana on Tuesday, dumping rain and snow and prompting 

blizzard warnings for Wednesday and Thursday in parts of Wyoming and Colorado.
The storm might not be as bad as last month’s but “will be near record intensity for April for this area,” 

Colorado State Climatologist Russ Schumacher said.
Pine Ridge could see up to 15 inches of snow and winds gusting in excess of 50 mph (80.46 kph). Tribal 

officials are examining weak spots in the response to the March storm, particularly medical evacuations. 
Last month, three people who suffered medical problems died before ambulances slowed by floodwaters 
could get to them..

Henry Red Cloud owns a solar energy business and green energy training center that was heavily dam-
aged by floodwaters against which it was not insured.

“A lot of stuff is near and dear to me — you can’t put a price tag on it,” he said. “But looking around 
here, I’m going to say, probably a quarter million dollars (in damage). We’re reaching out to any kind of 
support we can get.”

In the meantime, Red Cloud is hoping the nearby White Clay Creek stays in its banks after this week’s 
storm.

The new snowmelt will swell creeks and rivers in South Dakota, but likely not to the levels they rose 
last month due to the absence of a wet snowpack on the ground this time around, according to weather 
service hydrologist Mike Gillispie in Sioux Falls.

Rivers in Minnesota and neighboring Wisconsin also are expected to rise again after the storm, and “The 
National Guard stands ready,” said Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.

The storm is not expected to add a lot of moisture to the Red River Valley of eastern North Dakota and 
northwestern Minnesota, where major flooding is occurring, according to weather service meteorologist 
Greg Gust in Grand Forks. It’s not causing big issues in the Fargo-Moorhead metro area, but overland 
flooding is a problem in many rural areas.

___
Associated Press writers Colleen Slevin in Denver, Jim Salter in St. Louis; Margery Beck in Omaha, Ne-

braska; Jeff Baenen in Minneapolis; and Steve Karnowski in St. Paul, Minnesota contributed to this story.
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Rapid City district seeks $250M to overhaul school buildings

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Rapid City school officials are considering a $250 million bond issue that would 
raise property taxes to fund a massive overhaul of the district’s facilities.

A task force is calling for the district to build five new schools, close three others and redraw district 
boundaries over the next three to six years. The group of administrators, school board members and 
residents formed last year to address the district’s aging infrastructure and growing student population, 
the Rapid City Journal reported.

Superintendent Lori Simon said it’s time for Rapid City to discuss how to handle its deteriorating schools 
because “doing nothing is not an option.”

The new facilities under the task force’s preliminary plan would cost roughly $180 million, in addition to 
the $70 million price tag to renovate six schools to make space for computer labs, open classrooms and 
security features.

The bond to finance the plan would likely mean a $2.37 tax increase for every $1,000 of a home’s as-
sessed value, according to officials. An owner of a home worth $100,000 could pay roughly $237 more in 
property taxes.

The task force is seeking input on the proposal from residents, who haven’t been asked to support a 
school bond issue in more than 45 years.

The group is expected to present a final recommendation to the school board in June. If approved, 
residents could vote on the issue by referendum.

School Board President Ron Riherd, who’s also a member of the task force, said no board members have 
voiced opposition to the proposal yet.

“We really don’t have any choice,” Riherd said. “We’ve got to do something, and the most intelligent 
thing we can do is try and get this bond issue passed.”

___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Not guilty plea entered to failing to report death
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A man accused of failing to report a strangulation death in Pine Ridge last 

month has pleaded not guilty to federal charges.
Benjamin Smoke entered the plea recently to misprision of a felony, or failing to report a felony. A con-

viction on the charge could send Smoke to prison for up to three years.
Dale Ecoffey Jr.’s son found his father dead last March in the passenger seat of his vehicle outside his 

Pine Ridge home. The Rapid City Journal says an autopsy showed Ecoffey had been strangled. Prosecutors 
say Smoke helped Ecoffey to his vehicle after he was injured and later when he checked on him, realized 
he had no pulse.

___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Red Cross regains entry to Venezuela jails, military prisons
By JOSHUA GOODMAN and JAMEY KEATEN Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — The International Committee of the Red Cross has regained access to pris-
ons in Venezuela, including highly guarded military facilities where dozens of inmates considered political 
prisoners are being held, as President Nicolas Maduro seeks to counter mounting criticism of his govern-
ment’s human rights record.

The fact that the visits include military prisons, which hadn’t been previously reported, was confirmed 
to The Associated Press by a human rights lawyer and family members of those detained.

International Red Cross President Peter Maurer on Wednesday wraps up a five-day visit to Venezuela, 
where the Geneva-based group is among international organizations trying to carve out a space to deliver 
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badly needed humanitarian aid and technical assistance free of the winner-take-all politics contributing to 
the country’s turmoil.

Red Cross representatives visit prisons every year in more than 100 countries, following an established 
protocol allowing it to verify conditions of confinement and hold private conversations with inmates in 
which they can voice complaints and send messages to loved ones.

But the group had been denied access in Venezuela at least since 2012.
The renewed visits in Venezuela began March 11 when a Red Cross delegation visited a model prison in 

Caracas, the Simon Bolivar Center for the Formation of New Men. Eighty-seven foreigners are being held.
But more significant was the visit two weeks later to the military-run Ramo Verde prison outside Caracas, 

which holds 69 people the opposition considers political prisoners.
Sandra Hernandez, whose husband, Sgt. Luis Figueroa, has been jailed at Ramo Verde since January for 

leading a military uprising against Maduro, was present last week when a white-colored vehicle emblazoned 
with the international Red Cross’ logo pulled up to the prison entrance.

She was there for her once-a-week visit, delivering basic staples — pasta, rice and cheese — that have 
become harder to afford since she was fired from her $7-a-month job as a teacher in what she said was 
retaliation for her husband’s opposition to the government.

She said that if not for remittances sent by a relative in Spain, her husband could starve on the scant 
rations provided by prison authorities.

While her husband told her he wasn’t among the small group of prisoners allowed to speak with the Red 
Cross representatives, she was hopeful the visit would help improve dire conditions for all inmates, many 
of whom she said are suffering from lack of medical attention and claim to have been tortured. The AP 
was unable to independently verify those claims.

“It’s very important they talk to prisoners and see firsthand what’s happening inside,” she said.
Red Cross officials declined to comment and the group has made little mention of the prison visits, say-

ing only in a Tweet that it had begun visiting jails under the auspices of civilian penitentiary authorities. It 
made no mention of the visits to the military-run facilities. The organization commonly avoids describing 
such visits except in a “confidential dialogue” with officials

Prisons Minister Iris Varela has said the visit to the civilian facility, and others to come, were part of an 
effort to share with the world Venezuela’s positive experience rehabilitating inmates.

Left unsaid by both sides was that the Red Cross had also secured access to military detention facilities.
The majority of people held at the Ramo Verde are military personnel accused of plotting to overthrow 

Maduro. Many more, including five oil executives with U.S. passports, are being held in the basement jail 
of the military counterintelligence headquarters in the capital.

“This is an important first step, but make no mistake, it’s also an attempt by Maduro to gain legitimacy 
with the international community,” said Alfredo Romero, a human rights lawyer who was told of the Red 
Cross visit by prison workers when trying to visit clients at Ramo Verde. “It’s not in itself going to change 
the government’s willingness to improve conditions.”

A senior government official played down the significance of the Red Cross visits, describing them as 
part of a broader push to work more closely with several international agencies, including the World Food 
Program and the Pan American Health Organization. The official spoke on condition of anonymity due to 
lack of authorization to discuss those talks publicly.

The international Red Cross’ sister organization, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies, recently said it had received a waiver from Maduro to deliver aid to some 650,000 people 
in Venezuela beginning this month.  Maduro has long denied a humanitarian crisis, considering aid offers 
a “Trojan horse” to pave the way for a foreign military intervention.

Similarly, opposition leader Juan Guaidó, who is recognized by 50 nations as Venezuela’s rightful leader, 
has tried to control the distribution of U.S.-supplied aid in a bid to weaken Maduro’s grip on power.

In another attempt to counter growing criticism, Maduro last month welcomed a delegation sent by the 
United Nations’ High Commissioner for Human Rights. He previously had called such visits a politically 
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biased threat to Venezuela’s sovereignty.

___
Associated Press writer Joshua Goodman reported this story in Caracas and AP writer Jamey Keaten 

reported from Geneva.

Bodycam footage may be shown at Minneapolis officer’s trial
By AMY FORLITI Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Prosecutors may introduce body camera video as early as Wednesday in the trial 
of a former Minneapolis police officer who shot and killed an unarmed woman.

Mohamed Noor, who shot and killed Justine Ruszczyk Damond as she approached his squad car after 
calling 911, was reacting to a loud noise and feared an ambush, his attorney said Tuesday, calling the 
shooting “a perfect storm with tragic consequences.”

Noor and his partner were rolling down a dark alley in response to a call from Damond, a dual citizen 
of the U.S. and Australia, who contacted police about a possible sexual assault. That’s when a bicyclist 
appeared in front of them and they heard “a bang,” defense attorney Peter Wold said in his opening state-
ment at Noor’s trial on murder and manslaughter charges.

“It is the next split second that this case is all about,” Wold said.
Noor fired a single shot, killing Damond, whose death rocked both countries and led to changes in the 

Minneapolis Police Department. The shooting came just two weeks after an officer in New York was am-
bushed and killed in a parked vehicle.

Attorneys for Noor, who was fired after being charged in the case and has never talked to investigators 
about what happened, argued that he used reasonable force to defend himself and his partner from a 
perceived threat. But prosecutors say there is no evidence he faced a threat that justified deadly force.

Prosecutor Patrick Lofton, in his opening remarks, questioned a statement from Noor’s partner, Mat-
thew Harrity, that he heard a thump right before the shooting. Lofton said Harrity never said anything at 
the scene about such a noise, instead mentioning it for the first time some days later in an interview with 
investigators.

Investigators found no forensic evidence to show that Damond had touched the squad car before she was 
shot, raising the possibility that she had not slapped or hit it upon approaching the officers, Lofton said.

Neither Noor nor Harrity had their body cameras on until after the shooting, and there was no squad 
car video. Other officers who responded to the scene did not consistently have their cameras switched 
on either, Lofton said.

A sergeant taking statements had her camera on when she talked to Harrity, but it was off when she 
talked to Noor.

“We’ll never hear what he said,” Lofton said.
Damond, 40, was a life coach who was engaged to be married in a month. Noor, 33, is a Somali Ameri-

can whose arrival on the force just a couple of years earlier had been trumpeted by city leaders working 
to diversify the police force.

Damond called 911 twice that night, then called her fiance and hung up when police arrived, Lofton 
said. One minute and 19 seconds later, she was holding her wounded abdomen and saying, “I’m dying,” 
Lofton added.

Prosecutors charged Noor with second-degree murder, third-degree murder and second-degree man-
slaughter.

Damond’s fiance, Don Damond, was the first witness for prosecutors. Damond sobbed as he described 
calls from investigators the night of Justine’s death, saying he wasn’t told an officer had shot her until a 
second phone call.

He said calling Justine’s father in Australia was “painful, and traumatic, and the worst phone call I’ve ever 
had to make in my life.” Members of Justine’s family from Australia, including her father, stepmother, brother 
and sister-in-law, were in the courtroom Tuesday. Her father cried during portions of Damond’s testimony.
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Justine Damond had taken her fiance’s name professionally before their marriage.
Earlier Tuesday, Hennepin County District Judge Kathryn Quaintance relented on restrictions that would 

have prevented the public and media from viewing video evidence introduced in the case. That’s expected 
to include body camera video that shows efforts to save Damond. Quaintance had cited a desire to protect 
Damond’s privacy, but a coalition of media groups including The Associated Press had challenged the ban.

“The court, like the jury, must follow the law — even if I disagree with it,” Quaintance said.
Noor’s attorneys have not said whether he will testify. If he does, prosecutors may be able to introduce 

some evidence that the defense wanted to keep out of the state’s case, including that he has refused to 
talk to investigators. They also could bring up a 2015 psychological test that showed Noor disliked being 
around people and had difficulty confronting others. Despite that test, a psychiatrist found him fit to be 
a cadet officer.

The shooting raised questions about Noor’s training. The police chief defended Noor’s training, but the 
chief was forced to resign days later. The shooting also led to changes in the department’s policy on use 
of body cameras.

___
Follow Amy Forliti on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/amyforliti
___
Check out the AP’s complete coverage of Mohamed Noor’s trial.

Bernie Sanders relaunches ‘Medicare for All’ amid 2020 glare
By ELANA SCHOR and RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont will unveil a new version of his “Medicare for All” 
plan on Wednesday, shaking up the 2020 presidential election by reopening the debate over his call to 
eliminate private health insurance.

Four of Sanders’ fellow senators and rivals for the Democratic nomination are set to sign onto the updated 
single-payer health care proposal. The bill’s reintroduction promises to shine a bright light on Democratic 
presidential candidates’ disparate visions for the long-term future of American health care.

Under fire from President Donald Trump and Republicans for the astronomical price tag of Medicare 
for All, some candidates who support the plan tout it as one of several ways to achieve more afford-
able coverage and lower the number of uninsured. And others who don’t back it are instead focusing on 
safeguarding popular provisions of the Affordable Care Act, such as the one that protects coverage of 
pre-existing conditions.

“Of course, our No. 1 goal should be to make sure we keep in place those protections so people don’t 
get kicked off their insurance,” Sen. Amy Klobuchar , a Minnesota Democrat who isn’t signed onto Sand-
ers’ bill, told reporters Tuesday. “Then we also have to see the Affordable Care Act as a beginning and 
not an end.”

Klobuchar supports a so-called public option, versions of which would allow Americans to buy into Medi-
care or Medicaid. Four other Democratic senators also running for president — Elizabeth Warren , Cory 
Booker , Kamala Harris and Kirsten Gillibrand — back Sanders’ single-payer plan, which would replace the 
current mix of private and government health insurance in the U.S. with a new system run by the govern-
ment. But they have also signed onto at least one version of a public option.

Warren pointed to “a lot of different pathways” to universal coverage during a televised CNN town hall 
last month. “What we’re all looking for is the lowest cost way to make sure that everybody gets covered.”

The debate is unfolding in the early stages of a Democratic primary in which some candidates have 
pointed to their support of Medicare for All to prove their progressive bona fides. But other Democratic 
contenders, including former Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper , have criticized Sanders’ measure as politi-
cally infeasible.

Under Medicare for All, Americans would no longer pay premiums or face insurance deductibles as the 
government-run system replaced private health insurance offered through employers, the mainstay of 



Wednesday, April 10, 2019 ~ Vol. 27 - No. 273 ~ 25 of 51

Groton Daily Independent
coverage for more than 160 million Americans.

Big tax increases would be needed to finance such a system. The transition is likely to be complicated, 
dismantling the private health insurance industry and making major changes for hospitals, doctors, drug 
companies and other medical providers.

“What our system does is get rid of insurance companies and drug companies making billions of dollars 
in profit every single year,” Sanders told CBS News for an interview set to air Wednesday, adding that 
private insurance would largely exist solely for elective medical care such as cosmetic surgery.

With Sanders’ idea returning to the forefront, Republicans have a fresh opportunity to slam his plan as 
too costly and unworkable.

“So-called ‘Medicare for All’ means private insurance for none, kicking 180 million Americans off of their 
current plans,” said Kayleigh McEnany, spokeswoman for Trump’s re-election campaign. “’Medicare for all’ 
is a euphemism for government takeover of healthcare, and it would increase wait times, eliminate choice, 
and raise taxes.”

She touted Trump’s “free market policies” as a better alternative.
Trump has said he will take up health care after next year’s election , essentially making it a central 

campaign issue. And his administration is arguing in court for the full eradication of the Affordable Cart 
Act, former President Barack Obama’s signature health care law.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., warned in a Tuesday floor speech that the cost of Sanders’ 
proposal “is so steep that even left-leaning analysts are quietly admitting that the tax burden is virtually 
certain to land on the shoulders of the middle class.”

Sanders’ office released a paper outlining options to pay for his last version of Medicare for All, estimated 
to cost upwards of $1 trillion per year, although none of those options was included in the legislation itself. 
He and other supporters of Medicare for All have generally sidestepped the question of how they would 
pay for their plan. Instead, they say it offers the best chance for the nation to get control over health care 
costs by eliminating profiteering. His newest edition of the bill would also cover long-term care, an unmet 
need for most middle-class families.

Several independent studies of Medicare for All have estimated that it would dramatically increase gov-
ernment spending on health care, in the range of about $25 trillion to $35 trillion or more over a 10-year 
period. But a recent estimate from the Political Economy Research Institute at the University of Massa-
chusetts in Amherst suggests that the cost could be much lower.

Neera Tanden, president of the Center for American Progress Action Fund, noted the emphasis by most 
Medicare for All supporters on “multiple pathways” to universal coverage as a potential point of contrast 
and “fodder for debate” with Sanders. In the absence of former Vice President Joe Biden, who has yet 
to launch a candidacy, Sanders is leading the Democratic field in early fundraising and campaigning as a 
front-runner.

“I think it really matters what you say to voters. That’s the most important thing,” Tanden said. Her 
group has proposed a more robust version of the public option known as “Medicare for America,” which 
is supported by former Texas congressman and Democratic presidential candidate Beto O’Rourke.

Earlier this year, a poll from the nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation found that Americans like the idea 
of Medicare for All but that support flips to disapproval if it would result in higher taxes or longer waits 
for care.

The poll found initial support of 56% to 42%. But support fell to 26% when people were told Medicare 
for All could lead to delays in getting care and to 37% when they were told it could mean higher taxes.

Democrats prepare border bills, say Trump enflamed problem
By ALAN FRAM Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Under pressure to show they have solutions, Democrats are honing proposals 
to address the surge of families entering the U.S. at the southern border, a problem they say President 
Donald Trump’s restrictive immigration policies are enflaming.
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House Democrats plan to introduce legislation soon addressing the recent waves of Central American 

migrants reaching the border. Senate Democrats are pursuing multiple tracks, including exploring whether 
talks with the White House might be feasible.

The House measure, described by lawmakers, aides and lobbyists, would stand virtually no chance of 
winning approval by the Republican-led Senate, let alone getting Trump’s signature. But it would let Demo-
crats show voters they’re responsive to the rush of migrants that has overwhelmed federal officials and 
left border communities struggling to cope — rather than simply objecting to Trump’s moves.

The bill, which participants said is still being finalized, is expected to increase federal resources at border 
entry points for processing refugees, counseling children and treating people needing medical care. It 
would create centers in Central America where asylum applications could be processed and provide aid 
to reduce poverty and violence in the region so fewer people would flee.

“You don’t just wait for people to show up at the border. It’s the worst way to deal with it,” said Rep. 
Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., who’s working on the legislation with House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold 
Nadler, D-N.Y., and party leaders.

The measure represents Democrats’ effort to find the sweet spot between addressing a burgeoning 
humanitarian crisis and not lending credibility to Trump’s assertion that hordes of immigrants are invading 
the country. They say Trump has exacerbated the situation by aggressively detaining migrants caught 
entering the U.S. illegally and slowing the processing of asylum seekers, which can take months or longer.

“This is a manufactured crisis,” said Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz.
Trump has accused Democrats of “obstructing.” He complained Tuesday about their refusal to tighten 

asylum laws, restrict legal immigration by relatives of migrants already here or ban the release of detained 
migrants until their court dates — a practice used by recent administrations, including his own.

“They don’t want to act,” Trump said.
In the Senate, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., a senior member of the Judiciary committee, said she 

plans to introduce a bill that would beef up immigration courts to reduce a huge backlog of cases and 
prohibit separations of migrant families. The measure would face an uphill climb.

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., said Democrats were in early discussions about what legislation to craft and were 
trying to arrange meetings with the White House on the issue. But he cautioned that last year’s collapse 
of immigration talks with Trump did not bode well.

“This president is not an easy person to work with on this subject,” said Durbin, Senate Democrats’ No. 
2 leader.

No one disputes that the number of migrants seeking entry into the U.S. is swelling. Authorities were 
expecting to prevent 100,000 people, mostly families, from crossing the southern border last month, the 
most in 12 years.

In response, Trump has moved to cut nearly $500 million in aid to Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, 
whose citizens have trekked toward the U.S. in growing numbers. He has curbed the number of asylum 
applications that authorities process.  He has been blocked by a federal court from forcing refugees to 
wait in Mexico while their cases are decided. And he has warned he’ll close the southwest border, a threat 
he’s intermittently eased and renewed.

Frustrated with his team’s resistance to carry out some of his policy proposals, he’s also replaced Homeland 
Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen and moved to purge other top officials at the department. Democrats, 
joined by many Republicans, said Trump’s shake-up was unwise.

“He doesn’t like the law,” said No. 2 House leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md. “And he’s firing people who are 
determined that they have to act within the confines of the law. I think that’s very dangerous.”

Trump says the U.S. faces a security and humanitarian calamity. In a letter to lawmakers last month, 
Nielsen asked for “immediate congressional assistance” to address “a system-wide meltdown.” She re-
quested funds for more detention beds, medical teams and processing facilities but specified no dollar 
amounts.

Democrats are skeptical of such requests.
“They’ve already taken and transferred money from things to their ridiculous wall,” said Rep. Pramila 
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Jayapal, D-Wash., referring to Trump’s effort to build a border wall that Democrats have mocked as inef-
fective. “It’s pretty difficult for me to say I’d give them more. I’d have a lot more accountability built in, 
and I’d cut the amount we’re giving to Homeland Security until they can show us they really need it.”

Democrats contend that Trump’s goal is to rile up his conservative voters as his 2020 re-election cam-
paign gets underway.

“He’s shown that over and over, he’s just anti-immigrant. And this is a campaign talking point for him,” 
said Rep. Nanette Barragan, D-Calif.

Republicans say Democrats are simply out to block Trump.
“They don’t want to give Trump any victory on anything, ever,” said Rep. John Katko, R-N.Y., a member 

of the House Homeland Security Committee.
___
Associated Press writer Darlene Superville contributed to this report.

Barr to testify before the Senate as Mueller’s report looms
By ERIC TUCKER and MARY CLARE JALONICK Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Attorney General William Barr is returning to Capitol Hill for a second time this 
week as lawmakers, the White House and the American public anxiously await his release of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia report .

Barr will speak to a Senate appropriations subcommittee Wednesday, the second of two days of hear-
ings about his department’s budget. Like members of the House on Tuesday, senators are expected to be 
more interested in the nearly 400-page document than the budget details. Barr told the House lawmakers 
that he expects to release a redacted version “within a week.”

Justice Department officials are scouring the report to remove grand jury information and details re-
lating to pending investigations, among other materials. Democrats have escalated criticism over Barr’s 
handling of the document and say they will not accept any redactions. The House Judiciary Committee 
has approved, but not sent, subpoenas for the report , and top Democrats have said they are willing to 
take the battle to court.

At the House hearing, Barr bluntly defended himself, arguing that portions of the document need to be 
redacted to comply with the law. He said he’s open to eventually releasing some of the redacted mate-
rial after consulting with congressional leaders, but he drew a line at releasing grand jury material, which 
would require court approval. He said Democrats are “free to go to court” themselves and ask for the 
grand jury information.

Barr wouldn’t discuss the substance of Mueller’s findings but did explain some of his process for receiving 
and reviewing the report and what to expect when it is released: He said the redactions will be color-coded 
and accompanied by notes explaining the decision to withhold information.

“This process is going along very well and my original timetable of being able to release this by mid-April 
stands,” Barr said.

Democrats said they were concerned that a four-page summary letter of the report’s main conclusions 
Barr released last month portrayed the investigation’s findings in an overly favorable way for President 
Donald Trump. The letter said that Mueller did not find a criminal conspiracy between Russia and Trump 
associates around the time of the 2016 election and that Barr did not believe the evidence in the report 
was sufficient to prove the president had obstructed justice.

Barr said “the letter speaks for itself” and revealed that he gave Mueller an opportunity to review the 
letter, but he declined.

Republicans defended Barr, with Alabama Rep. Robert Aderholt comparing Democrats’ questions to 
theories surrounding President John F. Kennedy’s 1963 assassination.

“So many of the questions here today have gone toward a grassy knoll conspiracy theory,” Aderholt said.
Across the Capitol, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said he had no concerns with Barr’s 
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handling of the report: “I think it really comes down to a question of whether you trust Bill Barr or not. 
And I do.”

Barr said in the summary that Mueller did not reach a conclusion on whether the president obstructed 
justice and instead presented evidence on both sides of the question. Barr said he and Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein decided that the evidence was insufficient to establish obstruction.

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., said he was unsatisfied with Barr’s answers 
to the appropriations panel, saying he could issue subpoenas “very quickly” if the report is released with 
redactions.

“We’ve done everything we could for the last weeks and weeks to try to reach an accommodation with 
the attorney general under which we would see the report and the underlying evidence,” Nadler said. “He 
has been unresponsive to our requests.”

___
Associated Press writers Chad Day, Michael Balsamo, Laurie Kellman and Matthew Daly contributed to 

this report.

Eying Supreme Court, abortion foes promote tough state bans
By DAVID CRARY AP National Writer

Emboldened by the new conservative majority on the Supreme Court, anti-abortion lawmakers and 
activists in numerous states are pushing near-total bans on the procedure in a deliberate frontal attack 
on Roe v. Wade.

Mississippi and Kentucky have passed laws that would ban most abortions after a fetal heartbeat is 
detected — which means as early as six weeks, when many women don’t even know they’re pregnant. 
Georgia could join them if Republican Gov. Brian Kemp signs a measure that has been sent to him, and 
similar bills are pending in at least eight other states with anti-abortion GOP majorities in their legislatures.

Alabama may go further, with legislation introduced last week to criminalize abortion at any stage unless 
the mother’s health is in jeopardy.

The chief sponsor of the Alabama bill, Rep. Terri Collins, acknowledged that the measure — like the 
heartbeat bills — is intended as a direct challenge to Roe, the 1973 Supreme Court ruling that legalized 
abortion nationwide.

“To me this is an issue the court simply got wrong years ago,” said Collins, who hopes President Donald 
Trump’s appointments of Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court lead to reconsideration 
of Roe.

Staci Fox, Atlanta-based CEO of Planned Parenthood Southeast, said these bans are “blatantly uncon-
stitutional and lawmakers know it — they just don’t care.” The goal, she said, is to “challenge access to 
safe, legal abortion nationally.”

Activists and legal experts on both sides of the debate agree that getting a Supreme Court decision on 
such a defining case is unlikely any time soon.

The bans may face difficulties just reaching the high court, given that Roe established a clear right to 
an abortion during the first three months of pregnancy. Kentucky’s heartbeat law has been blocked for 
now by a federal judge; abortion-rights lawyers are seeking a similar injunction in Mississippi before the 
law there takes effect July 1.

“The lower courts are going to find these laws unconstitutional, because the Supreme Court requires 
that outcome,” said Hillary Schneller, an attorney with the Center for Reproductive Rights.

However, some federal appeals courts around the country, such as the 5th Circuit, which covers Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana and Texas, are viewed as having grown more conservative with the addition of Trump 
appointees.

If even one circuit breaks with Roe v. Wade and upholds a heartbeat ban, that could be enough for the 
Supreme Court to take up the issue, said Justin Dyer, a political science professor at the University of 
Missouri.
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Alternatively, the high court could agree to hear any of several less sweeping anti-abortion measures. 

Some would tighten restrictions on clinics; others seek to ban certain categories of abortions.
What might happen at the Supreme Court is far from clear. Legal experts are unsure what effect the 

Trump appointees might have, or where Chief Justice John Roberts stands in regard to Roe.
Schneller said she is skeptical the reconfigured court will overturn or weaken Roe, as abortion foes are 

hoping: “Over 45 years, the court has had different compositions, and we’ve always gotten the same 
answer.”

Michael New, an abortion opponent who teaches social research at Catholic University of America, 
warned that it is impossible to predict what the court will do but said Kavanaugh’s appointment “gives 
pro-lifers hope that legislation which offers more comprehensive protection to the unborn will receive a 
sympathetic hearing.”

Some anti-abortion groups have declined to endorse the heartbeat bills, signaling doubts about their 
prospects. Texas Right to Life has instead endorsed bills that would curtail late-term abortions and ban 
abortions based on a fetus’ race, gender or disability.

If the Supreme Court ever did overturn Roe v. Wade, states would presumably be left to decide for 
themselves whether abortion would be legal.

The renewed challenges come as the number of abortions performed in the U.S. has steadily declined 
since reaching a peak of 1.6 million in 1990. The latest 50-state tally was 926,000 in 2014, according to 
the Guttmacher Institute, a research group that supports abortion rights.

The heartbeat bills in particular have alarmed many women.
After Kentucky’s governor signed the heartbeat bill, and before it was blocked, “we could feel the fear,” 

said Marcie Crim of the Kentucky Health Justice Network, which runs a fund supporting women who opt 
to get abortions.

“We had so many phone calls from people trying to save up the money for their procedure,” Crim said. 
“They were thinking they were safe and could go get this done, and all of a sudden it was snatched away 
from them.”

For the moment, the spotlight is on Georgia, where Kemp is expected to sign the heartbeat bill soon 
despite high-profile protests. More than 50 actors, including Alyssa Milano, Alec Baldwin and Amy Schumer, 
threatened a campaign to pull Hollywood productions out of Georgia — a hub for TV and movie projects 
— if the ban is enacted.

Other states where heartbeat bills have been filed — and in some cases advanced — include Ohio, Ten-
nessee, Missouri, South Carolina, Florida, Texas, Louisiana and West Virginia.

___
Associated Press writer Kim Chandler in Montgomery, Alabama, contributed to this report.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press undefined

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. NETANYAHU APPEARS HEADED TO RE-ELECTION
It would be a historic fifth term as prime minister, which this summer would make him Israel’s longest-

serving leader ever, surpassing founding father David Ben-Gurion.
2. MAY TO ASK EU FOR BREXIT DELAY
Just days away from a potentially calamitous no-deal Brexit, EU leaders will meet to discuss granting the 

U.K. a new delay — possibly of up to a year — to its departure from the bloc.
3. WHAT MNUCHIN SAYS ABOUT TRUMP TAX RETURNS
The Treasury secretary says he intends to “follow the law” and is reviewing a request by a top House 

Democrat to provide the president’s tax returns to lawmakers.
4. TRUMP HEADS TO TEXAS
The president plans to announce an executive order that could make it harder for states to scuttle pipe-
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lines and other energy projects based on concerns about their impact on water quality.

5. DEMOCRATS PREPARE OWN BORDER PROPOSALS
The House bill is expected to increase federal resources at border entry points for processing refugees, 

counseling children and treating medical needs.
6. ABORTION FOES PROMOTE TOUGH STATE BANS
Mississippi and Kentucky have passed laws that would ban most abortions after a fetal heartbeat is 

detected, which means as early as six weeks.
7. RED CROSS VISITS VENEZUELA JAILS
The humanitarian organization also regained access to highly guarded military facilities where dozens 

of inmates considered political prisoners are being held, the AP learns.
8. CONFESSION FAILED TO FREE NORTH CAROLINA INMATE
Lee Wayne Hunt died a prisoner — even though a co-defendant absolved him of murder in a conversa-

tion with a lawyer that remained secret for decades, an attorney tells the AP.
9. RECORD BUST PUTS SCRUTINY ON OVERLOOKED PANGOLIN
Singapore seizes more than 28 tons of pangolin scales belonging to around 38,000 of the endangered 

mammals over the past week, spurring calls for more protection.
10. MAGIC JOHNSON ABRUPTLY RESIGNS AS LAKERS’ PRESIDENT
The NBA great cites his desire to return to the simpler life he enjoyed as a wealthy businessman and 

beloved former player.

A look at what comes after Netanyahu’s seeming win in Israel
By ARON HELLER Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Benjamin Netanyahu appeared to be headed toward a historic fifth term as Israel’s 
prime minister on Wednesday, with near-final election results giving his right-wing Likud and its traditional 
Jewish ultra-Orthodox and nationalist allies a solid majority in parliament.

Here’s a look at what comes next:
FINAL RESULTS
There are still some votes to be counted as ballots of soldiers, diplomats, prisoners, hospital patients 

and some others who vote in unusual circumstances take a bit longer to tally. The full picture usually 
emerges within a day, in this case Thursday, but since a couple of parties are teetering along the electoral 
threshold and their political survival depends on every vote, legal appeals seem likely. That could extend 
the process, with no specific guidelines on how long this could take. The Central Elections Committee 
releases final results eight days after an election — meaning April 17.

___
THE PRESIDENT
Once the full picture is clear, attention shifts to President Reuven Rivlin. Though his responsibilities are 

mostly ceremonial, the president is charged with choosing a candidate for prime minister after consulting 
with party leaders and determining who has the best chance of putting together a stable majority coali-
tion. That responsibility is usually given to the head of the largest party, but not necessarily.

Rivlin will meet with the heads of all parties and hear their recommendation in the coming days. He will 
then task the leading candidate, who will have 42 days to form a coalition government. If he fails, the 
president can turn to another candidate and give him 28 days to form an alternative coalition. If that too 
fails, which has never happened, new elections are called.

___
RULING COALITION
Israeli democracy operates on a parliamentary system of proportional-representation in which the gov-

ernment needs a majority to rule. Since no party has ever earned more than 61 of the 120 seats in the 
Knesset, a coalition is required.

Netanyahu’s Likud and Benny Gantz’s Blue and White party were deadlocked on Wednesday at 35 seats 
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in the 120-seat parliament. But even if Likud eventually drops below, Netanyahu will likely still get the nod 
given the size of his bloc, which currently holds a 65-55 advantage. Likud has traditionally had an alliance 
with the ultra-Orthodox Shas and United Torah Judaism parties, and the pro-settler Jewish Home party 
that this time aligned with the anti-Arab Jewish Power faction. Though nationalist ministers Naftali Bennett 
and Ayelet Shaked of the newly formed “New Right” party look to have come up short of the electoral 
threshold, Netanyahu still has enough other right-wing and religious parties at his disposal.

___
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THAT?
The ceremonial opening of the 21st Knesset, or parliament, will take place on April 29 or 30. This ceremony 

usually happens two weeks after the election, but due to the Passover holiday, it will be delayed this year 
by a week. By the end of May, the candidate tasked with building a coalition is required to sign agree-
ments with his partners to present the new government. By early June, the new government is sworn in.

___
NETANYAHU’S LEGAL TIMETABLE
Israel’s attorney general has recommended indicting Netanyahu on bribery and breach of trust charges 

in three separate cases, and Netanyahu’s legal situation will hover over his next term in office. Attor-
ney General Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit will only decide on indicting Netanyahu after a legally 
mandated hearing. Legal experts expect at least some charges to be filed. Mandelblit said he will send 
detailed material to Netanyahu’s lawyers after the election in advance of the hearing, though it was not 
clear exactly when this would happen.

Once the lawyers have all the paperwork, they usually get a month to prepare. But since the various 
Netanyahu cases are complicated it may take longer, with the hearing pushed back to later in the sum-
mer. Though not legally required to resign if formally charged, Netanyahu may be pushed out by some 
coalition partners who will refuse to keep serving under him in such a circumstance.

UK’s May to ask EU for Brexit delay; long extension expected
By MIKE CORDER and RAF CASERT Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — Just days away from a potentially calamitous no-deal Brexit, European Union leaders 
meet Wednesday to discuss granting the United Kingdom a new delay — possibly of up to a year — to 
its departure from the bloc.

It’s likely to be a rough day for British Prime Minister Theresa May as she pleads for a second extension 
until June 30, to prevent Britain’s scheduled departure from the EU this Friday.

European Council President Donald Tusk has suggested an even longer delay of up to a year with condi-
tions attached to ensure Britain does not stymie EU decision-making if it remains a member.

Britain’s Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay told the BBC he doesn’t want a delay of up to a year.
“But, the key with any delay is we are able to terminate it once we ratify in order that we can then get 

on and get a deal through Parliament, ratify that agreement and leave the EU,” he said. “That is what the 
EU leaders want, it is what the Prime Minister wants.”

May arrives in Brussels for a pre-summit meeting with Tusk before explaining her delay request to the 
leaders who will then discuss their next move.

If they don’t grant an extension, Britain leaves the bloc on Friday with no deal regulating the departure. 
A drastic cliff-edge exit would have huge costs to businesses and trade across the English Channel and 
be very cumbersome to travelers as it would likely hit airports, ports, tariff rules and standard regulations 
overnight.

EU countries, especially France, have become increasingly exasperated with the political division and 
uncertainty in Britain about a way forward.

The bloc’s leaders have tried to help May over two years of negotiations, even after she missed her 
hand-picked Brexit departure date on March 29 because of a parliamentary revolt.

Seeking support from European heavyweights Tuesday, May flew to Berlin and Paris to plead for good 
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terms with German Chancellor Angela Merkel and President Emmanuel Macron, who has been taking a 
tough stance ahead of the Brussels summit.

May’s charm offensive appeared to bear fruit with an official in Macron’s office saying that France was 
ready to accept a new delay.

While Macron still has a long list of conditions, it was a notable shift in France’s tone compared to last 
week. The reason for the change was unclear, though concerns have been growing about how badly a 
hard Brexit would hit the French economy, too. France was also encouraged by May’s outreach last week 
to Britain’s political opposition to find a compromise, and Macron may have been swayed in part by a 
meeting with the Irish prime minister.

Among conditions France is now setting to agree to a new delay: A “credible prospect” of some kind of 
solution to the British political deadlock. A promise that Britain won’t keep asking for more delays. And 
guarantees that Britain would not be involved in future EU decisions while its Brexit drama is playing out.

“The longer the extension might be, the more guarantees are needed,” the French official said, speaking 
on condition he not be named in keeping with presidential policy.

Every British initiative to get a deal has floundered so far. Several days of talks between May’s Conser-
vative government and the main opposition Labour Party aimed at finding a compromise Brexit deal have 
failed to produce a breakthrough. Labour favors a softer Brexit than the government has proposed, and 
wants to retain a close economic relationship with the bloc.

After further talks Tuesday over an informal lunch of sandwiches and sausage rolls, the two sides said 
they would resume their discussions after Wednesday’s EU summit.

“If they fail, the prime minister has said that we will come back to Parliament and look at how we then 
get clarity on a vote,” Barclay told the BBC.

____
Danica Kirka in London and Sylvie Corbet in Paris contributed to this report.

What Next? UK’s May seeks Brexit delay, but EU wants answers
By JILL LAWLESS Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Prime Minister Theresa May is off to Brussels to ask for a delay to Britain’s departure 
from the European Union. EU leaders want to know she has a plan to break the U.K.’s political impasse, 
but talks between the British government and its political opponents over a compromise have yet to bear 
fruit. Meanwhile, Britain is scheduled to leave the EU in two days.

With Brexit once again engulfed in uncertainty, a look at what could happen next:
DELAY EXIT DAY
For two years, Britain was scheduled to leave the EU on March 29, 2019. But after Parliament three 

times rejected the divorce deal agreed between the U.K. government and the bloc, May admitted defeat 
and asked for more time.

Last month, the EU gave Britain until April 12 — this Friday — to pass a deal, come up with a new plan 
and seek a further extension, or leave without an agreement or a transition period to smooth the way.

Now May wants a bit more time. She has asked the EU to delay Brexit until June 30, in hope that’ll be 
enough time to secure, approve and implement a deal.

The 27 other leaders of the bloc will consider the request at an emergency Brexit summit in Brussels 
Wednesday evening. Few favor the June 30 date. Some want a longer extension, to avoid repeated crises 
every few weeks.

European Council President Donald Tusk has proposed a “flextension:” a delay of up to a year, but with 
flexibility to let Britain leave earlier if it approves an agreement.

But an extension is not guaranteed. EU countries are exasperated at Britain’s interminable Brexit crisis. 
French President Emmanuel Macron, in particular, wants to impose conditions on any delay to ensure 
Britain cooperates with the bloc.

___
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NO DEAL
As it stands, Britain is due to leave the EU on Friday — with or without a deal that would cushion the 

country’s departure.
Most politicians, economists and business groups think leaving the world’s largest trading bloc without 

an agreement would be damaging for the EU and disastrous for the U.K. It could lead to tariffs imposed 
on trade between Britain and the EU and customs checks that could cause gridlock at ports and short-
ages of essential goods.

A hardcore of pro-Brexit lawmakers in May’s Conservative Party dismiss such warnings as fear-mongering. 
But most are opposed to leaving without a deal. Parliament has voted repeatedly to rule out a “no-deal” 
Brexit, and even passed a law that forces the government to ask for a delay to Britain’s exit rather than 
crash out.

But a no-deal Brexit is still the legal default position, and could happen if the EU refuses to grant an-
other extension. If that happens the only way to stop Britain crashing out would be for the government 
to choose the “nuclear option” and revoke the decision to leave.

___
CROSS-PARTY COMPROMISE
To secure a new Brexit delay, May must convince EU leaders that she has a plan to break the deadlock 

that grips Britain’s political process almost three years after the country voted to leave the EU.
After failing to push through her Brexit deal with support from Conservatives alone, May last week began 

seeking a compromise with her Labour opponents.
Labour favors a softer Brexit than the government has proposed and is seeking a close economic re-

lationship with the bloc through a customs union. That’s anathema to many in May’s Conservative Party, 
who say it would not leave Britain free to strike its own trade deals around the world.

Several days of talks have failed to produce a breakthrough, with Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn saying 
the government had not shifted from its negotiating “red lines.” Still, negotiations between senior politi-
cians from the two sides are set to continue Thursday.

If they fail, May says she will let Parliament vote on a variety of options, including the government’s 
proposed deal, in hope something can command a majority.

If Britain’s politicians reach agreement around a so-called “soft Brexit,” it could quite likely get through 
Parliament, and would be welcomed by the EU, allowing Britain an orderly departure in the coming months.

But it could also blast open rifts within both Conservatives and Labour. Pro-Brexit government ministers 
could resign, and pressure would grow on May to quit. The prime minister has already said she will resign 
if her Brexit deal is passed and Britain leaves the EU, and rivals are already circling, eager to succeed her.

Corbyn, meanwhile, would face rebellion from a large number of Labour lawmakers who want a new 
referendum on Britain’s EU exit.

That instability increases the chance of an early British election, which could rearrange Parliament and 
break the deadlock — or result in still more stalemate.

___
NO BREXIT
Among pro-EU Britons, there is rising hope that Brexit can be stopped.
With one Brexit day gone and another likely to follow, the government has lost control of the timetable.
This week the government started preparing to take part in elections for the European Parliament in late 

May — acknowledgement that Britain likely won’t have left the bloc by then, and may not leave anytime 
soon.

Support is growing for the idea that any Brexit deal agreed by Parliament should be put to public vote 
in a “confirmatory referendum,” with the other option being to stay in the EU. The proposal is backed by 
Labour and other opposition parties, plus some of May’s Conservatives.

The government has ruled out holding another referendum, saying voters in 2016 made their decision to 
leave. But with divisions in both Parliament and in May’s Cabinet, handing the decision back to the people 
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in a new plebiscite could be seen as the only way forward.

___
Follow AP’s full coverage of Brexit at: https://www.apnews.com/Brexit

Israel’s Netanyahu appears headed toward 5th term as PM
By ARON HELLER Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Benjamin Netanyahu appeared to be headed toward a historic fifth term as Israel’s 
prime minister on Wednesday, with close-to-complete unofficial election results giving his right-wing Likud 
and other nationalist and religious parties a solid majority in parliament.

The outcome affirmed Israel’s continued tilt to the right and further dimmed hopes of a negotiated 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Re-election will also give Netanyahu an important boost as he 
braces for the likelihood of criminal charges in a series of corruption scandals.

With 97.4% of the vote counted, Likud and its traditional political allies were in command of a 65-55 
majority in parliament. A couple of small parties were still teetering along the electoral threshold and 
fighting for their survival, so the final makeup of the next parliament has yet to be decided. Final results 
were expected Thursday.

Two of his potential allies, hawkish former Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman and economic-centric 
Finance Minister Moshe Kahlon, have yet to formally confirm they would sit with Netanyahu and could 
emerge as wildcards. In any case, the country now faces what could be weeks of political negotiations 
over the composition of a ruling coalition.

But under nearly every scenario, Netanyahu was the big winner.
The long-time Israeli leader had fought a tight, ugly race against centrist ex-military chief Benny Gantz, 

whose nascent Blue and White party emerged as a viable alternative to Netanyahu’s decade in power. 
The near-final results showed it deadlocked with Likud at 35 seats. But most of its support seems to have 
come at the expense of the venerable Labor and leftist Meretz parties, who both earned historic lows in 
Tuesday’s election.

Together with his current Jewish ultra-Orthodox and nationalist partners, Netanyahu seemed to have a 
clear path toward building a coalition government that has a majority in the 120-seat parliament.

With a victory, Netanyahu would capture a fourth consecutive term and fifth overall, which this summer 
will make him Israel’s longest-ever serving leader, surpassing founding father David Ben-Gurion.

“It’s a night of tremendous victory,” Netanyahu told supporters early Wednesday. “I was very moved 
that the nation of Israel once again entrusted me for the fifth time, and with an even greater trust.”

He said he had already begun talking to fellow right wing and religious parties about forming a new 
coalition.

“I want to make it clear, it will be a right-wing government, but I intend to be the prime minister of all 
Israeli citizens, right or left, Jews and non-Jews alike,” he said.

Netanyahu’s message of unity was a sharp contrast from his campaign theme in which he accused Gantz 
of conspiring with Arab parties to topple him. Arab leaders accused Netanyahu of demonizing the country’s 
Arab community, which is about 20 percent of the population.

His attacks on the Arab sector fueled calls for a boycott and appeared to result in relatively low turnout 
by Arab voters.

Overnight, with fewer of the votes counted, Blue and White still appeared to be ahead by one seat and 
Gantz projected optimism that he would be tasked with building a coalition. But by morning, he seemed 
to have realized his dream of becoming prime minister was lost, even if he didn’t formally concede defeat.

“Though the skies appear gloomy, nothing is final. There could be changes and some political options 
could open up,” he wrote to his supporters. “Our voters asked for hope and we gave it to them. They 
wanted a different way and we outlined it.”

Though the Palestinian issue was rarely mentioned in the raucous campaign, Netanyahu had in the final 
stretch pledged for the first time to annex parts of the occupied West Bank in a desperate bid to rally his 
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right-wing base. Netanyahu has welched on election eve promises before, but should he follow through 
on this one, it would mark a dramatic development and potentially wipe out the already diminishing hope 
for Palestinian statehood.

An aide to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said the outcome of the election raised Palestinian 
fears about an Israeli annexation of parts of the occupied West Bank. Ahmed Majdalani said Palestinians 
will seek the help of the international community to try to block any such plans. He said that the outcome 
of the election means a boost for what he called the “extreme right-wing camp” in Israeli politics.

Hanan Ashrawi, a senior Palestinian official, said Israel chose to entrench “the status quo of oppression, 
occupation, annexation and dispossession.”

The 69-year-old Netanyahu has been the dominant force in Israeli politics for the past two decades and 
its face to the world. His campaign has focused heavily on his friendship with President Donald Trump and 
his success in cultivating new allies, such as China, India and Brazil.

But his corruption scandals created some voter fatigue. Along with two other former military chiefs on 
his ticket, Gantz was able to challenge Netanyahu on security issues, normally the prime minister’s strong 
suit, while also taking aim at the prime minister’s alleged ethical lapses.

Israel’s attorney general has recommended charging Netanyahu with bribery, breach of trust and fraud 
in three cases and a potential fourth case emerged during the campaign. He will only decide on indict-
ing Netanyahu after a legally mandated hearing. Legal experts expect at least some charges to be filed, 
which could set the stage for a short term in office for Netanyahu and another round of elections soon.

“This is a clear beginning of Netanyahu’s fifth term, but his fifth term might end up being his shortest 
one”, says Reuven Hazan, a political scientist from Jerusalem’s Hebrew University. “In another year, we 
might be in a battle for either leadership of the Likud or another election.”

___
Follow Heller at www.twitter.com/aronhellerap

Trump’s order would make it harder to block pipelines
By KEVIN FREKING Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump will announce an executive order during a trip to Texas 
on Wednesday that could make it harder for states to scuttle pipelines and other energy projects based 
on concerns about their impact on water quality.

Trump has made it a priority to expand energy development in the United States, in part by rolling back 
government regulations.

Pointing to Washington state and New York, Republican lawmakers have complained about states us-
ing the permitting process to stop energy projects. A senior administration official told reporters there 
are problems with the way some states are interpreting Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Under that 
section, companies must obtain certification from the state before moving ahead with an energy project.

Washington state blocked the building of a coal terminal. New York regulators stopped a natural gas 
pipeline when they determined it failed to meet standards to protect streams, wetlands and other water 
resources.

Trump’s executive order calls for the Environmental Protection Agency to consult with states, tribes and 
relevant agencies and issue updated guidance for the states to follow to comply with the intent of the 
landmark act.

The order will also call on the Transportation Department to propose a rule that would allow liquefied 
natural gas to be shipped in approved rail tank cars.

The second executive order Trump will announce Wednesday streamlines the process for energy infra-
structure that crosses international borders.

Currently, the secretary of state has the authority to issue permits for cross-border infrastructure such 
as pipelines. The executive order clarifies that the president will make the decision on whether to issue 
such permits.
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The move follows Trump’s decision last month to issue a new presidential permit for the long-stalled 

Keystone XL oil pipeline — two years after he first approved it and more than a decade after it was first 
proposed.

US forces: 3 Marines killed, Afghan contractor wounded
By RAHIM FAIEZ Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — U.S. forces in Afghanistan revised on Tuesday the death toll from a Taliban 
attack the previous day near the main American base in the country, saying three service members were 
killed but not a contractor who was initially reported among the fatalities.

The U.S. and NATO Resolute Support mission issued a statement “to clarify initial reporting” about Mon-
day’s roadside bombing of an American convoy near the main U.S. base. The Taliban claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

The Pentagon said later that all three service members killed were Marines.
The mission said a roadside bomb hit the convoy near the Bagram Airfield, killing three American service 

members, and said “the contractor who was reported as killed, is alive.”
The statement said “the contractor, an Afghan citizen, was initially treated along with other injured civil-

ians, later identified as a contractor and treated at Bagram Airfield.”
Three other U.S. service members were also wounded in the attack. The base in Bagram district is lo-

cated in northern Parwan province and serves as the main U.S. air facility in the country.
The wounded were evacuated and are receiving medical care, the statement said.
Christopher Slutman, a 15-year New York City fire department member, was among the three Marines 

killed. He leaves behind his wife, Shannon, and three daughters.
“Firefighter Slutman bravely wore two uniforms and committed his life to public service both as a New 

York City firefighter and as a member of the United States Marine Corps,” Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro 
said in a written statement.

The Pentagon identified the two other Marines killed as Cpl. Robert A. Hendriks, 25, of Locust Valley, 
New York, and Sgt. Benjamin S. Hines, 31, of York, Pennsylvania.

In their claim of responsibility, the Taliban said they launched the attack and that one of their suicide 
bombers detonated his explosives-laden vehicle near the NATO base. The conflicting accounts could not 
be immediately reconciled.

On Tuesday, local Afghan officials said at least five Afghan civilians were wounded in the commotion 
after the attack on the American convoy.

Four were passersby and the fifth was a driver of a car going down the road, said Abdul Raqib Kohistani, 
the Bagram district police chief. Abdul Shakor Qudosi, the district administrative chief in Bagram, said 
American soldiers opened fire immediately after their convoy was bombed.

Monday’s U.S. fatalities bring to seven the number of U.S. soldiers killed so far this year in Afghanistan, 
underscoring the difficulties in bringing peace to the war-wrecked country even as Washington has stepped 
up efforts to find a way to end the 17-year war, America’s longest.

There are about 14,000 U.S. forces in Afghanistan, supporting embattled Afghan forces as they struggle 
on two fronts — facing a resurgent Taliban who now hold sway over almost half the country and also the 
Islamic State affiliate, which has sought to expand its footprint in Afghanistan even as its self-proclaimed 
“caliphate” has crumbled in Syria and Iraq.

Last year, 13 U.S. service members were killed in Afghanistan.
The Taliban have continued to carry out daily attacks on Afghan security forces despite holding several 

rounds of peace talks with the United States in recent months. The Taliban have refused to meet with the 
Afghan government, which they view as a U.S. puppet.

Meanwhile, the Taliban have agreed to take part in an all-Afghan gathering later this month in Qatar, 
where the insurgents maintain a political office. But the Taliban say they will not recognize any govern-
ment official attending the gathering as a representative of the Kabul government, only as an individual 
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Afghan participant.

___
Associated Press writer Lolita Baldor in Washington contributed to this report.

Magic Johnson abruptly resigns as Lakers’ president
By GREG BEACHAM AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Magic Johnson abruptly quit as the Los Angeles Lakers’ president of basketball 
operations Tuesday night, citing his desire to return to the simpler life he enjoyed as a wealthy businessman 
and beloved former player before taking charge of this tempestuous franchise just over two years ago.

Johnson didn’t tell owner Jeanie Buss or general manager Rob Pelinka about his shocking decision 
before he announced it in front of reporters about 90 minutes before the final game of the Lakers’ sixth 
consecutive losing season.

Los Angeles, which is missing the NBA playoffs yet again despite the offseason addition of LeBron James, 
played well after Johnson’s announcement, but still lost 104-101 to Portland.

“I want to go back to having fun,” Johnson said, fighting off tears. “I want to go back to being who I 
was before taking on this job. We’re halfway there with LeBron coming (last summer). I think this summer, 
with that other star coming in, whoever is going to bring him in, I think this team is really going to be in 
position to contend for a championship with the growth of the young players.”

Johnson didn’t directly tie his decision to the future of Luke Walton, but the third-year coach was widely 
expected to be fired by Johnson. Without using names, Johnson repeatedly mentioned Buss’ affinity for 
Walton, who was in place before Johnson got his job in February 2017, and Johnson’s desire not to cause 
upheaval between the owner and her chosen coach.

“(On Wednesday) I would have to affect somebody’s livelihood and their life,” Johnson said. “And I 
thought about it and I said, ‘That’s not fun for me. That’s not who I am.’ And then I don’t want to put her 
in the middle of us, even though she said, ‘Hey, you can do what you want to do.’ I know she has great 
love for him and great love for me.”

Johnson and Buss had a three-hour meeting Monday about the direction of the 16-time NBA champion 
Lakers, who haven’t made the postseason since 2013. Magic claimed he didn’t finalize his decision until 
Tuesday morning.

“Somebody is going to have to tell my boss, because I know she’s going to be sick,” Johnson said. “But 
I knew I couldn’t face her face-to-face and tell her.”

Buss didn’t attend the Lakers’ season finale, although Johnson waited by the executive parking area at 
Staples Center in hopes of seeing her. Buss tweeted her reaction at halftime.

“Earvin, I loved working side by side with you,” Buss wrote. “You’ve brought us a long way. We will 
continue the journey. We love you.”

Walton, who is 98-148 in three seasons, refused to say much about Johnson’s announcement after the 
loss to Portland: “I found out when you guys did. It was 80 minutes before the game ... and I haven’t had 
any time to really process it.”

Clearly blindsided by Johnson’s announcement, the Lakers also issued a team statement at halftime.
“There is no greater Los Angeles Laker than Earvin Johnson,” it said. “We are deeply grateful to Magic 

for all that he has done for our franchise as a player, an ambassador and an executive. ... He will always 
be not only a Lakers icon, but our family. As we begin the process of moving forward, we will work in a 
measured and methodical fashion to make the right moves for the future of our organization.”

Johnson’s desire for his old life wasn’t the only reason for his departure. He also said he is tired of be-
ing investigated or fined by the NBA for tampering when he comments on basketball on Twitter or even 
speaks to another organization’s player.

Johnson, a longtime broadcaster and respected basketball figure before moving into the front office, has 
been investigated four times for tampering after everything from a joking comment about Paul George on 
Jimmy Kimmel’s talk show to his response to an email sent to him by Philadelphia’s Ben Simmons.
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“I thought about Dwyane Wade retiring (Wednesday), and I can’t even tweet that out or be there,” 

Johnson said. “Serena Williams called me a week ago and said, ‘Will you mentor me and be on my advisory 
board?’ And I said, ‘Yeah, I’m going to do that.’ So when Ben Simmons called and we went through the 
proper channels and they made me look like the bad guy out of that situation, but I didn’t do anything 
wrong ... I was thinking about all those times, all those guys who want me to mentor them or be a part 
of their lives, and I can’t even do that. I had more fun on the other side.”

Johnson, who will turn 60 in August, also has many thriving business interests along with ownership 
stakes in the Los Angeles Dodgers and Los Angeles FC.

Johnson’s sudden decision ends another chapter in the remarkable life of the star point guard from 
Lansing, Michigan, who won an NCAA championship at Michigan State before claiming five NBA titles and 
three league MVP awards during his 12-year playing career as the leader of the Showtime Lakers.

Johnson retired in 1991 after he tested positive for HIV, but later returned briefly to the Lakers as a 
player and a coach. Johnson says his current health is ideal, and he insists no health concerns were part 
of his decision to quit the job that seemed to be his ultimate destiny.

Johnson was hired along with Pelinka when Buss dismissed her brother, Jim, and GM Mitch Kupchak 
just 26 months ago. The Buss children’s father, Jerry, had long envisioned Johnson in a powerful role in 
the Lakers’ front office, and Jeanie put Magic in charge of shaking up her storied franchise in decline.

Immediately after taking the job, Johnson stated his plan to land at least two free-agent superstars to 
return the Lakers to immediate title contention. That plan rankled feelings around the league and got him 
in trouble when he publicly acknowledged the Lakers’ interest in George, which led to an investigation that 
eventually stuck the Lakers with a $500,000 fine for Pelinka making improper contact with George’s agent.

Johnson made several personnel moves to clear salary cap space for his ultimate goal, notably trading 
guard D’Angelo Russell to Brooklyn largely to rid the Lakers of Timofey Mozgov’s onerous contract in 2017.

Johnson also criticized Russell for his maturity and playing style on the way out the door, but Russell 
has blossomed into an All-Star leader for the playoff-bound Nets. Some of Johnson’s other moves have 
worked out much better, including the Lakers’ drafting of Lonzo Ball, the acquisition of Kyle Kuzma and 
the bargain signing of center JaVale McGee.

And though James was in charge of his decision to join the Lakers last summer, LeBron credited Magic 
with closing the deal in a meeting before he agreed to a four-year contract.

But after James strained his groin at Christmas and subsequently sat out for the longest injury absence 
of his 16-year NBA career, the Lakers were unable to compile enough midseason wins to stay in playoff 
contention. The Lakers also slumped before the trade deadline when Johnson aggressively pursued dis-
gruntled New Orleans superstar Anthony Davis in a trade that would have required the Lakers to give up 
much of their talented young core.

James was shut down for the season late last month, and he watched the Lakers’ season finale in street 
clothes on the bench. He wasn’t available to reporters after the game.

The Lakers have missed the postseason in each of their three springs since Johnson and Pelinka took 
over, and Magic didn’t stick around long enough to see whether his plan would yield another free-agent 
star this summer — when the likes of Kawhi Leonard and Kevin Durant should be in play — or next, when 
Davis should be available.

The Lakers compiled their best record in six years this season, but were eliminated from playoff conten-
tion by Russell’s Nets back on March 22. Los Angeles had never missed the playoffs in more than two 
consecutive seasons before this six-year drought.

Johnson remained publicly supportive of Walton, but Magic also was widely known to agree with Walton’s 
detractors who aren’t impressed by his offensive game planning and rotations. Johnson’s decision to step 
down likely means the Lakers won’t make a decision on Walton’s future until a new front office is in place.

Johnson and Pelinka, Kobe Bryant’s former agent, didn’t know each other before they were paired 
by Buss, but Johnson said he worked well with Pelinka. Johnson also pointedly refused to say whether 
Pelinka should remain as the Lakers’ general manager, saying the decision rested solely with Buss, whom 
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he repeatedly called “my sister.”

“She doesn’t know I’m standing here,” Johnson said. “Because I knew I would be crying like a baby in 
front of her.”

___
More AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports

Trump suggests family separation policy deters migrants
By COLLEEN LONG and JILL COLVIN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Facing bipartisan pushback to his immigration shake-up, President Donald Trump 
said he’s not looking to revive the much-criticized practice of separating migrant children from their families 
at the southern border. At the same time, he suggested the policy had worked to deter migrants from 
coming into the U.S., although he offered no evidence to support his position.

Last summer the administration separated more than 2,500 children from their families before interna-
tional outrage forced Trump to halt the practice and a judge ordered them reunited.

“We’re not looking to do that,” Trump told reporters on Tuesday before meeting with Egypt’s president 
at the White House. But he also noted: “Once you don’t have it, that’s why you see many more people 
coming. They’re coming like it’s a picnic, because let’s go to Disneyland.”

The potential reinstatement of one of the most divisive practices of Trump’s tenure was just one aspect 
of the upheaval at the Department of Homeland Security this week that culminated with the resignation 
of Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen. Acting Deputy Secretary Claire Grady, a 28-year civil servant, technically 
next in line for secretary, was forced to resign Tuesday to make room for Trump’s pick to replace Nielsen, 
according to two people familiar with the decision.

With talk that more top officials were likely to be ousted, Republicans expressed public and private 
concerns about the shake-up orchestrated by the White House and cautioned that leadership changes 
wouldn’t necessarily solve the problem.

As for the separation of children, Trump declared that he was “the one that stopped it” and said his 
predecessor, President Barack Obama, was the one who had divided family members. Administrations are 
allowed to separate children under certain circumstances including for the health and welfare of the child 
and due to a parent’s criminal history. This is why children were separated under the Obama administration.

At hearings across Capitol Hill, lawmakers grilled administration officials on whether the practice would 
resurface despite last year’s outrage and evidence that separations were likely to cause lasting psychologi-
cal effects on the children. House Oversight Committee Chairman Elijah Cummings, D-Md., also said his 
committee would look at the staff shake-up at Homeland Security, although he said he had not decided 
on calling in Nielsen.

Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., said there was a serious problem going on between the White House and 
Homeland Security.

“If everybody’s sitting around waiting for a shiny new wonder pony to ride in and solve it, we’re going 
to be waiting a long time,” he said.

People familiar with the immigration discussions within the administration said family separation was one 
of several ideas Trump had revived in recent weeks as he and his aides try to tackle the problem of an 
ever-growing number of Central American families crossing into the U.S. The people were not authorized 
to speak publicly and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

A senior administration official who briefed reporters on condition of anonymity Tuesday said the presi-
dent had made a series of leadership changes at DHS because of frustrations that department officials 
weren’t fast enough at implementing changes, such as a new regulation that would challenge a longstand-
ing agreement limiting how long children can be detained, that could spark a legal fight that would land 
in the Supreme Court.

The White House also was weighing a tougher standard to evaluate initial asylum claims, proposing a 
“binary choice” that would force migrant families to choose between remaining with their children in de-
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tention until their immigration cases were decided or sending their children to government shelters while 
the parents remained in detention.

The administration also is considering clamping down on remittance payments that Mexican nationals 
send to their families, the official said.

Amid the pushback, Trump told reporters he was not “cleaning house” at the agency despite the nu-
merous staff changes. He said his choice to be the department’s new acting director, Kevin McAleenan, 
would do a “fantastic job.”

But as Trump was speaking, the senior administration official was making a case to reporters about 
why the president felt changes were necessary. He described the agency as a large and unwieldly civilian 
bureaucracy in need of leadership that can deal with career officials resistant to the president’s agenda, 
including many responsible for implementing some of the very policies Trump seeks to roll back.

Top Republicans in Congress also expressed concern over vacancies at Homeland Security and cautioned 
Trump to heed off more churn after Nielsen’s resignation.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, made both a public and private plea to the White House not to dismiss 
career homeland security officials, including the director of United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, Lee Francis Cissna, whose future remained uncertain Tuesday.

He said he had spoken to acting chief of staff Mick Mulvaney but “never heard anything final” about Cissna.
At a Senate Homeland Security Committee meeting on border issues, child welfare and border officials 

warned there wasn’t room or capability to start separating children on a large scale again.
Children who cross the border alone are cared for by the Department of Health and Human Services, 

and most of the children are teenagers. But last summer, HHS started receiving babies and toddlers, and 
there was not enough space to house them, said Jonathan White, the career civil servant tasked by Health 
and Human Services with helping to reunify children.

“It also bears repeating, separating children from their parents entails significant risk of psychological 
harm. That is an undisputed scientific fact,” White told senators. “We have made improvements to our 
tracking, but we do not have the capacity to receive that number of children, nor do we have any system 
that can manage the mass trauma.”

Both Republican and Democratic leaders deplored the idea of separating families.
“I hope members of the administration are actually listening,” said Sen. Ron Johnson, R- Wis., the com-

mittee chairman. He added that he had spoken with Mulvaney about moving a permanent Homeland 
Security nominee through quickly.

Some of Trump’s outside allies are urging him to nominate former Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach 
to lead the department, while others are pushing former Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli for the job.

Both men’s names also have been tossed about for a possible immigration czar who would coordinate 
immigration policy across federal agencies.

___
Associated Press writers Kevin Freking, Lisa Mascaro, Laurie Kellman, Alan Fram and Darlene Superville 

in Washington and Nomaan Merchant in Houston contributed to this report.

Loughlin, husband, others hit with money laundering charge
By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Federal prosecutors added money laundering to the list of accusations against actress 
Lori Loughlin, her fashion designer husband, Mossimo Giannulli, and 14 other prominent parents Tuesday 
in the college admissions bribery case, increasing the pressure on them to plead guilty as other parents 
have agreed to do.

Loughlin, who starred in the sitcom “Full House,” and Giannulli are among 33 wealthy parents accused 
of participating in a scheme that involved rigging college entrance exams and bribing coaches at top uni-
versities. The new charges come a day after “Desperate Housewives” actress Felicity Huffman, 12 other 
parents and a coach agreed to plead guilty.
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The parents were arrested last month on a single charge of conspiracy to commit mail and wire fraud. 

An indictment brought Tuesday adds a charge of money laundering conspiracy against the couple and the 
14 other parents.

Other parents indicted on the new charge Tuesday include Michelle Janavs, whose family developed the 
microwave snack line Hot Pockets before selling their company, and William McGlashan, who co-founded 
an investment fund with U2’s Bono in 2017.

McGlashan’s attorney John Hueston said Tuesday the case against him “is deeply flawed.”
“We look forward to presenting his side of the story,” Hueston said.
Messages seeking comment were left with representatives for Loughlin, Giannulli and Janavs.
Attorneys for the parents charged in the indictment Tuesday accused prosecutors of “judge shopping” 

to get their case in front of a tough jurist. In a letter to the chief judge of Boston’s federal court, the 
lawyers said the parents shouldn’t be added to an indictment that has already been assigned to Judge 
Nathaniel Gorton.

U.S. Attorney Andrew Lelling shot back, calling the letter “inappropriate” and a “Hail Mary by people 
who know better.”

“What counsel fail to say — but of course mean — is that they want a different judge because they 
perceive Judge Gorton as imposing longer sentences in criminal cases than other judges in the district; if 
this matter had been drawn to a judge viewed as more favorable to the defense, counsel would not have 
sent the letter,” Lelling wrote in response.

This isn’t the first time such a charge has popped up in the sweeping case. Amy and Gregory Colburn, 
a California couple accused of paying $25,000 to cheat on their son’s SAT, were indicted last month on 
money laundering and mail fraud conspiracy charges.

The parents charged in the case are accused of paying an admissions consultant, Rick Singer, to cheat 
on their children’s college entrance exams and get their children admitted as athletic recruits at schools 
including Georgetown and Yale. It’s the largest such scheme ever prosecuted by the Justice Department.

Loughlin and Giannulli are accused of paying $500,000 in bribes to get their daughters into the University 
of Southern California as crew team recruits, even though neither of them played the sport.

They appeared in Boston federal court briefly last week and were not asked to enter a plea.
Huffman, the 56-year-old Emmy winner who stared in ABC’s “Desperate Housewives,” was accused of 

paying $15,000 disguised as a charitable donation to have a proctor correct the answers on her daugh-
ter’s SAT. She and the 12 other parents agreed Monday to plead guilty to a single charge of conspiracy to 
commit mail fraud and honest services mail fraud.

Prosecutors say they will seek a prison sentence that’s on the low end of between four and 10 months 
for Huffman. Huffman is scheduled to appear in Boston’s federal court on May 24 to plead guilty.

In her first public comments since her arrest, Huffman on Monday took responsibility for her actions and 
said she would accept the consequences.

“My daughter knew absolutely nothing about my actions, and in my misguided and profoundly wrong 
way, I have betrayed her. This transgression toward her and the public I will carry for the rest of my life. 
My desire to help my daughter is no excuse to break the law or engage in dishonesty,” she said after her 
plea deal was announced.

___
Follow Alanna Durkin Richer at http://www.twitter.com/aedurkinricher .

Man wins over $110K, breaks single-day record on ‘Jeopardy!’
CULVER CITY, Calif. (AP) — A 34-year-old professional sports gambler from Las Vegas won more than 

$110,000 on “Jeopardy!” on Tuesday, breaking the record for single-day cash winnings.
The show said in a press release that James Holzhauer won the episode with a total of $110,914. The 

previous record of $77,000 was set by Roger Craig in 2010.
Tuesday’s win was the fourth consecutive victory for Holzhauer, whose winnings total more than $244,000. 
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He will face two new challengers Wednesday.

“Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek revealed in March that he was diagnosed with advanced pancreatic cancer 
but said he intends to fight the disease and keep on working. The episode that aired Tuesday was taped 
Feb. 11.

Cop’s attorney: ‘Perfect storm’ led to unarmed woman’s death
By AMY FORLITI Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A Minneapolis police officer who shot and killed an unarmed woman as she ap-
proached his squad car after calling 911 was reacting to a loud noise and feared an ambush, his attorney 
said Tuesday, calling the shooting “a perfect storm with tragic consequences.”

Mohamed Noor and his partner were rolling down a dark alley in response to a call from Justine Ruszczyk 
Damond, a dual citizen of the U.S. and Australia, who contacted police about a possible sexual assault. 
That’s when a bicyclist appeared in front of them and they heard “a bang,” defense attorney Peter Wold 
said.

“It is the next split second that this case is all about,” Wold said in his opening statement at Noor’s trial 
on murder and manslaughter charges.

The officer fired a single shot, killing Damond, whose death rocked both countries and led to changes 
in the Minneapolis Police Department. The shooting in July 2017 came just two weeks after an officer in 
New York was ambushed and killed in a parked vehicle.

Attorneys for Noor, who was fired after being charged in the case and never talked to investigators, argue 
that he used reasonable force to defend himself and his partner from a perceived threat. But prosecutors 
say there is no evidence of any threat to justify deadly force.

Prosecutor Patrick Lofton, in his opening statement, questioned a statement from Noor’s partner, Mat-
thew Harrity, that he heard a thump right before the shooting. Lofton said Harrity never said anything at 
the scene about such a noise and mentioned it for the first time days later in an interview.

Investigators found no forensic evidence to show that Damond had touched the squad car before she 
was shot. That raised the possibility that she had not slapped or hit it upon approaching the officers, 
Lofton said.

Neither Noor nor Harrity had their body cameras on until after the shooting, and there was no squad 
car video. Other officers who responded to the scene did not consistently have their cameras switched 
on either, Lofton said.

A sergeant taking statements had her camera on when she talked to Harrity, but it was off when she 
talked to Noor, according to Lofton.

“We’ll never hear what he said,” Lofton said.
Damond, 40, was a life coach who was engaged to be married in a month. Noor, 33, is a Somali Ameri-

can whose arrival on the force just a couple of years earlier had been trumpeted by city leaders working 
to diversify the police department.

Damond called 911 twice that night, then called her fiance and hung up when police arrived, Lofton 
said. One minute and 19 seconds later, she was cradling her wounded abdomen and saying, “I’m dying,” 
Lofton added.

Damond’s fiance, Don Damond, was the first witness for prosecutors. He sobbed as he described calls 
from investigators the night of Justine’s death. He said he was not told an officer had shot her until a 
second phone call.

He said calling Justine Damond’s father in Australia was “the worst phone call I’ve ever had to make in 
my life.” Members of her family from Australia, including her father, stepmother, brother and sister-in-law, 
were in the courtroom Tuesday. Her father cried during portions of Don Damond’s testimony.

Justine Damond had taken her fiance’s name professionally before their marriage.
Earlier Tuesday, Hennepin County District Judge Kathryn Quaintance relented on restrictions that would 

have prevented the public and media from viewing video evidence introduced in the case. That’s expected 
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to include body-camera video that shows efforts to save Damond. Quaintance had cited a desire to protect 
Damond’s privacy, but a coalition of media groups including The Associated Press challenged the ban.

“The court, like the jury, must follow the law — even if I disagree with it,” Quaintance said.
Noor’s attorneys have not said whether he will testify. If he does, prosecutors may be able to introduce 

some evidence that the defense wanted to keep out of the state’s case, including his refusal to talk to 
investigators. They also could bring up a 2015 psychological test that showed Noor disliked being around 
people and had difficulty confronting others. Despite that test, a psychiatrist found him fit to be a cadet 
officer.

The shooting raised questions about Noor’s training . The police chief defended Noor’s training, but the 
chief was forced to resign days later. The shooting also led to changes in the department’s policy on use 
of body cameras.

___
Follow Amy Forliti on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/amyforliti
___
Check out the AP’s complete coverage of Mohamed Noor’s trial.

Border chaos forces truckers to wait hours, sometimes days
By CEDAR ATTANASIO Associated Press

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico (AP) — To deal with a surge of migrating Central American families, the Trump 
administration has reassigned so many inspectors from U.S.-Mexico border crossings that truckers are 
waiting in line for hours and sometimes days to get shipments to the United States.

Truckers have been sleeping in their vehicles to hold spots in line in Ciudad Juarez, across the border 
from El Paso, Texas. The city brought in portable toilets, and an engine oil company hired models in skin-
tight clothing to hand out burritos and bottled water to idled drivers.

“My family doesn’t recognize me at home anymore,” Jaime Monroy, a trucker who lives in Ciudad Juarez, 
said after sleeping overnight in his truck hauling a load of wooden furniture. “I leave at 3 in the morning 
and come back at 10 at night.”

The waits are a reminder that even though President Donald Trump walked back his threat to close the 
border, the administration has created significant impediments for truckers and travelers with its rede-
ployment of customs agents.

Business leaders are starting to lose patience as they struggle to get products to American grocery 
stores, manufacturers and construction sites.

“This is a systemwide issue,” said Paola Avila, chairwoman of the Border Trade Alliance, a group that 
advocates for cross-border commerce. “Everyone’s feeling this.”

The traffic congestion comes as a growing number of families from Central America have been arriving 
at the border in recent months, overwhelming the federal government.

The Border Patrol said Tuesday that it set a new monthly record for apprehensions of families in March. 
More than 53,000 family members were stopped at the border in March, an average of more than 1,700 
per day. That breaks a record set in February, when 36,000 parents and children were apprehended.

Trump responded by shaking up the top ranks of the Department of Homeland Security, culminating 
with the resignation of Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen.

The migrant families have forced many line agents into humanitarian roles and have strained detention 
facilities built when the Border Patrol primarily apprehended single adult men.

The administration has in turn reassigned 541 border inspectors to other jobs, including processing 
migrants, providing transportation and performing hospital watch for migrants who require medical atten-
tion. It is unknown when they will return to their regular job of screening people and cargo for smuggling.

Border Patrol agents, who guard areas between ports, are also doing jobs they were not trained to do, 
such as medical screenings for children and families in the migrant holding camps.

In El Paso, authorities have closed one bridge to truckers, directing them to two other nearby crossings. 
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At San Diego’s only truck crossing, two of 10 lanes are closed.

In Nogales, Arizona, the government on Sundays is closing a commercial facility that is crucial to cross-
border trade. Up to 12,000 commercial trucks cross the border in Nogales every day, often bringing wa-
termelons, eggplants, berries and grapes.

Wait times have doubled at the Santa Teresa, New Mexico, port of entry.
“What we’re seeing is a lot of companies making their drivers sleep in their trucks to keep their place 

in line for the next day,” said Jerry Pacheco, president of the Border Industrial Association and executive 
director of the International Business Accelerator.

In recent years, the rural outpost has become a boomtown of warehouses and industrial parks that 
funnel raw materials and products back and forth across the border.

“Here we are growing companies and growing jobs and everything is great. We added another industrial 
park with job prospects in tow and then all this happens,” Pacheco said of the latest expansion.

The agency’s commissioner, Kevin McAleenan, who was named acting Homeland Security secretary on 
Sunday, warned of traffic delays when he announced last month in El Paso that inspectors from across 
the border would be reassigned. Authorities raised the possibility that as many as 2,000 inspectors could 
be pulled from ports of entry.

A Customs and Border Protection mobile app suggested the bottlenecks may have eased by Tuesday. 
The wait time for truckers was estimated at three hours in San Diego, 2½ hours in El Paso and two hours 
in Laredo. Still, truckers said wait times have lengthened considerably since authorities announced the 
reassignments.

“This all started about two weeks ago with Trump,” said driver Arturo Menendez, 44, who first entered 
the line at 4 a.m. Friday with his tractor-trailer full of cardboard used in boxes for U.S.-made products like 
Toro lawn mowers.

At 6 p.m. he was told to leave ahead of the unprecedented closure of all lanes at the Bridge of the 
Americas on Saturday.

He tried again Monday, waiting in a line behind of hundreds of trucks passing through three security 
checks back at the Bridge of the Americas.

Avila, who is also the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce’s vice president for international affairs, 
said the delays could encourage more companies to move to Asia, hurting jobs in the U.S. and Mexico.

“Now we’re discouraging overseas production,” she said. “We’re cutting out the American manufacturer 
or the Mexican manufacturer that employs U.S. workers.”

___
Associated Press writers Susan Montoya Bryan in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Astrid Galvan in Phoenix 

and Elliot Spagat in San Diego contributed to this report.

NYC orders mandatory vaccines for some amid measles outbreak
By JENNIFER PELTZ and VERENA DOBNIK Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Health officials Tuesday ordered nearly everyone in a heavily Orthodox Jewish New 
York City neighborhood to be vaccinated for measles or face fines, reviving a public-health strategy that 
experts say hasn’t been used in the U.S. in recent memory.

The emergency order came as the city, a suburban New York county and some other parts of the nation 
grapple with a spurt in a disease the U.S. declared eradicated almost two decades ago.

“This is an unusual action,” New York Mayor Bill de Blasio acknowledged, “and it’s because of the sheer 
extent of the crisis.”

Meanwhile, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention elevated its response to measles, 
establishing a larger team to focus on outbreaks that have sickened 465 people nationwide this year — the 
second-greatest number of cases reported in the U.S. since measles was eliminated domestically in 2000.

The nation’s biggest city is in the midst of its biggest measles outbreak since 1991, with 285 cases di-
agnosed since last fall — compared to two in all of 2017, officials said. They blamed the spike partly on 
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anti-vaccine campaigns spreading misinformation that immunizations are dangerous.

News of the order got a mixed reaction among Orthodox Jews in Williamsburg, the Brooklyn neigh-
borhood affected by the order. Some residents — even those who support vaccination — said they felt 
uncomfortable about the city pushing inoculations on people who don’t want them.

Others remain convinced, against expert assurances, that vaccines are unsafe.
“It’s true that a lot of people have measles, and measles are not a very good thing, said resident Aron 

Braver, but he thinks the vaccine is “also not a very good thing.”
“And it’s everybody’s option to do what he wants. What he decides,” Braver added.
The New York Civil Liberties Union also questioned the city’s move.
Executive director Donna Lieberman called it “an extreme measure” that “raises civil liberties concerns 

about forced medical treatment.”
De Blasio, a Democrat, said officials were confident the order would withstand legal scrutiny.
Rockland County, north of the city, has already faced legal action over its efforts to contain measles: 

an emergency order that would ban children from public places unless they’ve been immunized. A court 
halted it last week, but County Executive Ed Day said Tuesday he planned to appeal.

“If this is not an emergency, what is?” asked Day, a Republican. His county, which has sizeable Orthodox 
Jewish communities with close ties to Brooklyn, has logged 168 measles cases since last fall.

He said Rockland officials are crafting a new order designed to isolate people exposed to measles.
New York City’s order applies to unvaccinated people who live, work or go to school in four ZIP codes, 

with some exceptions, such as for children under 6 months old.
Officials said they would help people arrange to get shots but were prepared to fine them as much as 

$1,000 if they refused.
The measure comes a day after the city ordered Orthodox Jewish schools and day care programs in Wil-

liamsburg to exclude unvaccinated students from classes during the outbreak or risk being closed down.
The city believes an estimated 1,800 children in the neighborhood hadn’t been immunized as of December.
At Yeshiva Kehilath Yakov school, Rabbi David Oberlander said administrators took pains to make sure 

children with measles — some 20 cases in recent months — weren’t in class.
“We try to control our school, and we really strive to comply 100% with the Department of Health,” he 

said. “But we don’t control the parents, and we don’t intend to control the parents.”
U.S. cities have fined residents before for not being vaccinated, but “not in our modern history,” said 

Lawrence Gostin, a Georgetown Law professor focused on public health law.
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld such an order in a 1905 case involving smallpox vaccinations in Cam-

bridge, Massachusetts. But over time, school-vaccination requirements — which the high court upheld in 
1922 — became the centerpiece of public health officials’ strategies to fight measles, mumps and other 
communicable diseases.

Overall vaccination rates remain high, but the percentage of kids under 2 who haven’t gotten their shots 
is growing, according to the Centers for Disease Control. The CDC attributes the trend partly to lack of 
health insurance.

But some experts also point to an “anti-vax” viewpoint that has gained some traction in recent years, 
helped by social media.

“I think it’s a sign of the impact of vaccine denialism, where we’re now in a place where cities feel like 
they need to up the ante” with vaccination orders, says Scott Burris, a public health law professor at Temple 
University’s Beasley School of Law.

In Brooklyn and Rockland County, anti-vaccination advocates have been circulating a 40-page booklet 
around Orthodox Jewish enclaves. It lays out numerous anti-vaccine arguments that have been debunked 
by scientific studies, such as a claim that measles, mumps and rubella vaccinations increase the risk of 
autism.

“There is a very strong anti-vaccination propaganda movement in these communities, and they’re very 
effective,” said Blima Marcus, a nurse practitioner who lives in Brooklyn. She and fellow volunteers from 
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the Orthodox Jewish Nurses Association have been holding workshops to reassure mothers that the vac-
cine is safe and effective.

A query was sent to two email addresses listed as contacts in the booklet.
Spread through coughs and sneezes, measles is highly contagious and can cause serious health prob-

lems, including pneumonia and brain swelling that can lead to seizures, deafness or intellectual disability. 
Deaths are rare in the U.S., but measles killed 110,000 people globally in 2017.

The CDC recommends that all children get two doses of measles vaccine. It says the vaccine is 97% 
effective.

The National Institutes of Health says reports of serious reactions to vaccines are rare: about one in 
every 100,000 vaccinations.

___
AP Medical Writer Mike Stobbe and Associated Press writers Robert Bumsted and Mary Esch in Albany, 

New York, contributed.

Capitol Hill hearing on online hate sees it firsthand
By BARBARA ORTUTAY, MARCY GORDON and RACHEL LERMAN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A congressional hearing on online hate turned into a vivid demonstration of the 
problem Tuesday when a YouTube livestream of the proceedings was bombarded with racist and anti-
Semitic comments from internet users.

YouTube disabled the live chat section of the streaming video about 30 minutes into the hearing because 
of what it called “hateful comments.”

The incident came as executives from Google and Facebook appeared before the House Judiciary 
Committee to answer questions about the companies’ role in the spread of hate crimes and the rise of 
white nationalism in the U.S. They were joined by leaders of such human rights organizations as the Anti-
Defamation League and the Equal Justice Society, along with conservative commentator Candace Owens.

Neil Potts, Facebook director of public policy, and Alexandria Walden, counsel for free expression and 
human rights at Google, defended policies at the two companies that prohibit material that incites violence 
or hate. Google owns YouTube.

“There is no place for terrorism or hate on Facebook,” Potts testified. “We remove any content that 
incites violence.”

The hearing broke down into partisan disagreement among the lawmakers and among some of the wit-
nesses, with Republican members of Congress denouncing as hate speech Democratic Rep. Ilhan Omar’s 
criticism of American supporters of Israel.

As the bickering went on, committee chairman Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., was handed a news report 
that included the hateful comments about the hearing on YouTube. He read them aloud, along with the 
users’ screen names, as the room quieted.

“This just illustrates part of the problem we’re dealing with,” Nadler said.
The hearing comes as the U.S. is experiencing an increase in hate crimes and hate groups.
There were 1,020 known hate groups in the country in 2018, the fourth straight year of growth, accord-

ing to the Southern Poverty Law Center, which monitors extremism in the U.S. Hate crimes, meanwhile, 
rose 30 percent in the three-year period ending in 2017, the organization said, citing FBI figures.

Democratic Rep. David Cicilline of Rhode Island grilled the Facebook and Google executives about their 
companies’ responsibility for the spread of white supremacist views, pushing them to acknowledge they 
have played a role, even if it was unintentional. Potts and Walden conceded the companies have a duty 
to try to curb hate.

But the challenges became clear as Cicilline pushed Potts to answer why Facebook did not immediately 
remove far-right commentator Faith Goldy last week, after announcing a ban on white nationalism on the 
social network.

Goldy, who has asked her viewers to help “stop the white race from vanishing,” was not removed until 
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Monday.

“What specific proactive steps is Facebook taking to identify other leaders like Faith Goldy and preemp-
tively remove them from the platform?” Cicilline asked.

Potts reiterated that the company works to identify people with links to hate and violence and banishes 
them from Facebook.

The hearing was prompted by the mosque shootings last month in Christchurch, New Zealand, that left 
50 people dead. The gunman livestreamed the attacks on Facebook and published a long post online that 
espoused white supremacist views.

But controversy over white nationalism and hate speech has dogged online platforms such as Facebook 
and Google’s YouTube for years.

In 2017, following the deadly violence in Charlottesville, Virginia, tech giants began banishing extremist 
groups and individuals espousing white supremacist views and support for violence. Facebook extended 
the ban to white nationalists.

Despite the ban, accounts such as one with the name Aryan Pride were still visible as of late Monday. 
The account read: “IF YOUR NOT WHITE friend ur own kind cause Im not ur friend.”

On Wednesday, a Senate subcommittee will hold a hearing on allegations that companies such as Face-
book, Google and Twitter are biased against conservatives, an allegation leveled by political figures from 
President Donald Trump on down.

The companies have denied any such bias.
___
Ortutay and Lerman contributed from San Francisco.

California closer to first-in-US rules on police shootings
By DON THOMPSON Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — A grieving mother choked up as she questioned why police didn’t use other 
tactics instead of killing her son. A deputy recalled the terror of second-guessing herself as she traded 
fire with a suspect who killed her partner.

The emotional testimony Tuesday came before California lawmakers advanced a first-in-the-nation 
measure restricting when police can use deadly force, one of two radically different legislative proposals 
seeking to cut down on deadly shootings in the nation’s most populous state.

The measure faces a tougher fight in the full Assembly. Even some supporters on the public safety 
committee said it goes too far and will require changes as lawmakers try to balance the safety of officers 
and those they’re tasked with protecting.

Last year’s police shooting of unarmed vandalism suspect Stephon Clark in Sacramento inspired the 
legislation that would allow officers to kill only if there is no reasonable alternative, such as verbal persua-
sion or other non-lethal methods of resolution or de-escalation.

“It’s time to make clear that the sanctity of human life is policing’s highest priority,” said Democratic 
Assemblywoman Shirley Weber of San Diego, adding later that her proposal “is designed to change the 
culture of policing in California.”

The committee’s chairman, Democratic Assemblyman Reggie Jones-Sawyer of Los Angeles, said a tougher 
standard will do little good without buy-in from law enforcement organizations.

Those groups are supporting a different plan, which is also before lawmakers, to require that every de-
partment have policies on when officers should use de-escalation tactics and other alternatives to deadly 
force.

Weber’s measure got party-line support. The eight-member panel’s two Republicans opposed the measure 
they said could make officers hesitate for a fatal second if they have to consider alternatives to lethal force.

That’s what Sacramento County Deputy Sheriff Julie Robertson faced. She testified how her partner, 
Mark Stasyuk, died last fall during a gunfight and she hesitated as the suspect shot at her with only his 
back exposed.
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“I recall in that moment thinking that if I were to shoot him in the back, I would be the next officer in 

the news being scrutinized for my actions,” Robertson said. “The thought of having to second-guess my 
actions in that moment is frightening. ... This bill makes me wonder if sacrificing everything is worth it.”

Elizabeth Medrano Escobedo told lawmakers that Los Angeles officers could have used other tactics 
instead of killing her son, Christian Escobedo, last year. Police said he was sleeping behind a parked car 
with a loaded handgun.

“This bill can save mothers from grieving the loss of their children, which is what I’m experiencing right 
now,” Medrano said, choking up.

Ciara Hamilton testified how Barstow police killed her cousin, Diante Yarber, last year after they said the 
car theft suspect hit two squad cars and nearly struck an officer. His family says the car was barely mov-
ing and that Yarber, who was black, might have lived had officers provided immediate medical attention.

“What does that tell us about policing in California and America? It’s that black and brown people are 
not safe from state-sanctioned violence,” Hamilton said.

The debate resonated personally for lawmakers.
Democratic Assemblywoman Sydney Kamlager-Dove of Los Angeles tearfully recounted finding four of-

ficers in her home responding to a false burglar alarm last fall. They treated her respectfully, yet Kamlager-
Dove, who is black, said she started shaking and crying.

“And I realized I was crying because I was afraid. I didn’t want to make any sudden movements,” she said.
Kamlager-Dove broke down as she urged police organizations and reformers to reach consensus “because 

this hurts. ... I don’t want any of us to live in fear.”
Republican Assemblyman Tom Lackey of Palmdale, who spent 28 years as a highway patrolman, recalled 

how a fellow officer killed someone in the line of duty and eventually ended his own life.
“When peace officers are placed in a position to where they feel like they have to use deadly force, no 

one can really understand that unless you’ve been in that position,” Lackey said.
Plumas County Sheriff’s Deputy Ed Obayashi, a use-of-force expert, called Weber’s measure “an exercise 

in legal futility” because he predicts judges will interpret the language the same way they do court rulings. 
Prosecutors would have to prove an officer was criminally negligent, which carries a high legal burden.

Weber acknowledges officers would have to egregiously violate a policy to face charges but expects the 
standard would deter shootings.

A Senate committee is expected to consider a police-backed alternative in two weeks. That measure would 
enshrine court standards into law, allowing officers to use deadly force when they have a reasonable fear 
of being harmed. The standard has made it rare for officers to be charged and rarer still to be convicted.

Law enforcement groups plan to amend the legislation “to ensure that we are truly putting forward the 
most comprehensive legislative solution to effectively reduce the use of force in our state,” California Police 
Chiefs Association president Ron Lawrence said.

Indian bishop charged with repeatedly raping nun
NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian authorities charged a Roman Catholic bishop on Tuesday with repeatedly raping 

a nun in her rural convent, a case that helped make the sexual abuse of nuns a major issue in the church.
Bishop Franco Mulakkal was charged with rape, illegal confinement and intimidation, said Hari Sankar, 

a district police chief in the southern state of Kerala, India’s Catholic heartland.
The nun who made the accusations, who has not been publicly identified, said she went to police last 

year only after complaining repeatedly to church authorities. Eventually, a group of fellow nuns launched 
unprecedented public protests to demand Mulakkal’s arrest. He was arrested but released after a few weeks.

Mulakkal was the official patron of the nun’s community, the Missionaries of Jesus, and wielded immense 
influence over its budgets and job assignments. The nun said the rapes occurred between 2014 and 2016.

Mulakkal has denied the accusations, calling them “baseless and concocted” and saying the accusing 
nun was trying to pressure him to get a better job.

In February, Pope Francis for the first time publicly acknowledged the sexual abuse of nuns by priests 
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and bishops.

Speaking to reporters aboard the papal plane, Francis  vowed to confront the problem. “Should we do 
something more? Yes. Is there the will? Yes. But it’s a path that we have already begun,” he said.

The Mulakkal case has split India’s Catholic community, with many people defending the bishop.
In March, the founder of the Vatican’s women’s magazine, along with the magazine’s all-female editorial 

board, quit their positions, saying a Vatican campaign to discredit them had increased since they denounced 
the sexual abuse of nuns by priests and bishops.

Asian shares fall amid global tensions, worries about growth
By YURI KAGEYAMA AP Business Writer

TOKYO (AP) — Asian shares fell Wednesday following a slide on Wall Street amid growing tensions be-
tween the U.S. and the European Union and a dim forecast on global economic growth.

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 dropped nearly 0.8% in morning trading to 21,635.16. Australia’s S&amp;P/
ASX 200 slipped nearly 0.1% to 6,217.30. South Korea’s Kospi lost 0.2 % at 2,209.21. Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng shed 0.8% to 29,925.15, while the Shanghai Composite was down nearly 0.9 percent at 3,211.36.

On Wall Street, the S&amp;P 500 index fell 17.57 points, or 0.6%, to 2,878.20. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average dropped 190.44 points, or 0.7%, to 26,150.58. The Nasdaq composite slid 44.61 points, or 0.6%, 
to 7,909.28. The Russell 2000 index of small-cap stocks gave up 19.32 points, or 1.2%, or 1,559.68.

European indexes also finished broadly lower, giving up early gains, after the U.S. threatened to impose 
$11.2 billion in tariffs on European products, including cheese, wine and helicopters.

The threat from President Donald Trump could make investors even more concerned about trade disputes 
hurting an already slowing global economy at a time when the U.S. is trying to resolve a trade conflict 
with China.

That spat has already made a list of goods more expensive for consumers and is weighing on an already 
slowing Chinese economy. Negotiators met again last week and both sides have said they are making 
progress.

Traders also were disappointed to see that the International Monetary Fund lowered its forecast for 
global growth this year. The IMF now projects 3.3% global growth in 2019, matching the weakest year 
since 2009. The U.S. fared particularly poorly in the report, with growth now expected at 2.3%, down 
from 2.9% in 2018.

Investors will get more clues about the Fed’s intentions Wednesday, when the central bank releases 
minutes from its latest policy meeting. The European Central Bank will also meet Wednesday.

“Amid the sporing of growth and trade tension concerns once again, sentiments in Asia markets have 
once again been undermined,” said Jingyi Pan, market strategist at IG in Singapore.

ENERGY:
Benchmark U.S. crude rose 11 cents to $64.09. It fell 0.7% to settle at $63.98 a barrel Tuesday. Brent 

crude added 4 cents to $70.65 a barrel.
CURRENCIES: The dollar fell to 111.14 yen from 111.28 yen Tuesday. The euro inched down to $1.1257 

from $1.1277.
___
AP Business Writer Alex Veiga contributed to this report.
Follow Yuri Kageyama on Twitter https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
On Instagram https://www.instagram.com/yurikageyama/?hl=en
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Today in History

By The Associated Press undefined
Today in History
Today is Wednesday, April 10, the 100th day of 2019. There are 265 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On April 10, 1865, Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, a day after surrendering the Army of Northern Vir-

ginia at Appomattox Court House, said farewell to his men, praising them for their “unsurpassed courage 
and fortitude.”

On this date:
In 1866, the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was incorporated.
In 1912, the British liner RMS Titanic set sail from Southampton, England, on its ill-fated maiden voyage.
In 1916, the Professional Golfers’ Association of America was founded in New York.
In 1925, the F. Scott Fitzgerald novel “The Great Gatsby” was first published by Scribner’s of New York.
In 1932, German President Paul Von Hindenburg was re-elected in a runoff, with Adolf Hitler coming in 

second.
In 1947, Brooklyn Dodgers President Branch Rickey purchased the contract of Jackie Robinson from the 

Montreal Royals.
In 1962, Stuart Sutcliffe, the Beatles’ original bass player, died in Hamburg, West Germany, at age 21.
In 1968, “In the Heat of the Night” won best picture of 1967 at the 40th Academy Awards; one of its 

stars, Rod Steiger, was named best actor while Katharine Hepburn was honored as best actress for “Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner.”

In 1971, a table tennis team from the United States arrived in China at the invitation of the communist 
government for a goodwill visit that came to be known as “ping-pong diplomacy.”

In 1981, imprisoned IRA hunger striker Bobby Sands was declared the winner of a by-election to the 
British Parliament.

In 1998, the Northern Ireland peace talks concluded as negotiators reached a landmark settlement to 
end 30 years of bitter rivalries and bloody attacks.

In 2010, Polish President Lech Kaczynski (lehk kah-CHIN’-skee), 60, was killed in a plane crash in western 
Russia that also claimed the lives of his wife and top Polish political, military and church officials.

Ten years ago: Police in Tracy, California, arrested Sunday school teacher Melissa Huckaby in connection 
with the death of 8-year-old Sandra Cantu, whose body had been found in a suitcase. (Huckaby eventually 
pleaded guilty to kidnapping and murdering her daughter’s playmate; she was sentenced to life without 
parole.) French Navy commandos stormed a sailboat held by pirates off the Somali coast, freeing four 
hostages; however, one hostage was killed in the operation.

Five years ago: A bus carrying 44 students from Southern California for a free tour of Humboldt State 
University on the state’s far north coast collided with a FedEx tractor-trailer near Orland; five students 
and three adult chaperones died, along with the drivers. A woman was taken into custody after throwing 
a shoe at Hillary Clinton as the former secretary of state began a Las Vegas convention keynote speech; 
the shoe missed. KISS, Nirvana and Bruce Springsteen’s E Street Band were ushered into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame at Brooklyn’s Barclays Center. CBS named Stephen Colbert to succeed the retiring David 
Letterman as host of the “Late Show.”

One year ago: During five hours of questioning from a U.S. Senate panel, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
batted away accusations that he had failed to protect the personal information of millions of Americans 
from Russians intent on upsetting the U.S. election, though he conceded that Facebook needed to work 
harder to make sure the tools it creates are used in “good and healthy” ways. The international chemical 
weapons watchdog said it was sending a fact-finding mission to a Syrian town where a suspected chemical 
gas attack had taken place over the weekend.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Max von Sydow is 90. Actress Liz Sheridan is 90. Football Hall of Famer John 
Madden is 83. Reggae artist Bunny Wailer is 72. Actor Steven Seagal is 67. Folk-pop singer Terre Roche 
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(The Roches) is 66. Actor Peter MacNicol is 65. Actress Olivia Brown is 62. Rock musician Steven Gustafson 
(10,000 Maniacs) is 62. Singer-producer Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds is 61. Rock singer-musician Brian 
Setzer is 60. Rock singer Katrina Leskanich (les-KAH’-nich) is 59. Actor Jeb Adams is 58. Olympic gold medal 
speedskater Cathy Turner is 57. Rock musician Tim “Herb” Alexander is 54. R-and-B singer Kenny Lattimore 
is 52. Actor-comedian Orlando Jones is 51. Rock musician Mike Mushok (Staind) is 50. Rapper Q-Tip (AKA 
Kamaal) is 49. Former Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens is 45. Actor David Harbour is 44. Blues singer Shemekia 
Copeland is 40. Actress Laura Bell Bundy is 38. Actor Harry Hadden-Paton is 38. Actress Chyler Leigh is 
37. Pop musician Andrew Dost (fun.) is 36. Actor Ryan Merriman is 36. Singer Mandy Moore is 35. Actor 
Barkhad Abdi (BAHRK’-hahd AHB’-dee) is 34. Actress Shay Mitchell is 32. Actor Haley Joel Osment is 31. 
Actress Molly Bernard (TV: “Younger”) is 31. Country singer Maren Morris is 29. Actor Alex Pettyfer is 29. 
Actress-singer AJ (AKA Amanda) Michalka (mish-AL’-kah) is 28. Actress Daisy Ridley is 27. Singer-actress 
Sofia Carson is 26. Actress Audrey Whitby is 23. Actress Ruby Jerins is 21.

Thought for Today: “Work is something you can count on, a trusted, lifelong friend who never deserts 
you.” — Margaret Bourke-White, American photojournalist (1904-1971).


