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Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans. 
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Another beautiful sunrise after a trace of rain this morning.
Expect temperatures to be in the low to mid 80s with a light S-SE wind

(Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Mosquito Control Saturday Night

6.4 gallons of Evolver 4x4
27 miles

70 degrees with a light east breeze at 2-5 mph
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Groton Legion Post #39 
advances to state tournament
The Groton Legion Post #39 baseball team will 

advance to the state tournament after beating 
Warner-Ipswich-Northville in the championship 
game, 11-7. The team will will at 10 a.m. on Friday 
with the state tournament to be held in Redfield. 
Post #39 advanced to the title game with an 11-7 
win over Claremont/Britton. (Photos by Tricia Keith)
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The Life of Beverly Dorfschmidt

Mass of Christian Burial for Beverly Dorfschmidt, 91, of Groton will be 2:00 
p.m., Monday, July 23rd at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church, Groton. 
Father Mike Kelly will officiate. Burial will follow in Union Cemetery under the 
direction of Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel, Groton.

Visitation will be held at the church on Sunday from 2-4 p.m. and for one 
hour prior to services on Monday.

Bev passed away Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at Avera Mother Joseph Manor, 
Aberdeen.

Beverly Jean was born in Watertown on June 8, 1927 to James and Frances 
(Downs) Haight. Bev graduated from Watertown High School in 1946 and 
continued her education at Northern College. She obtained her teaching 
degree and taught school in Groton. On July 21, 1952, she was united in 
marriage with Harvey Dorfschmidt in Watertown and they were blessed with 
three children. They made their home in Groton for over 60 years.

Bev was a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church and had 
been active in the Altar Society. She also belonged to the American Legion 
Auxiliary and Wednesday morning coffee group. She and Harvey enjoyed traveling and spending winters 
in Pharr, Texas for many years. Beverly’s hobbies included reading, golf and making dolls. Her grandkids 
also enjoyed her brownies and baked beans. 

Celebrating her life are her children; Deb Woodworth of Aberdeen, Dan (Julie) Dorfschmidt of Mandan, 
ND, Jim (DeeAnn) Dorfschmidt of Spearfish, 6 grandchildren: Sarah (Matt) Brust, Tom (Raleigh) Woodworth, 
Chris (Kate) Dorfschmidt, Andrew Dorfschmidt, Katy Dorfschmidt, Matt Dorfschmidt, 5 great-grandchildren: 
Peyton, Cole and Cooper Brust, Davis and Harvey Dorfschmidt, her brother, Pat Haight of Nashville, TN 
and many nieces and nephews.

Preceding her in death were her parents, her husband in 2012, one sister, two brothers and two sister-
in-laws.

Honorary Casketbearers will be her Great-Grandchildren.
Caskebeares will be her Grandchildren.
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Economy is Improving, but Trade Instability Must 
be Addressed

Across the country, Americans are experiencing the benefits that come from 
a healthy, growing economy. In just the month of June, 213,000 new jobs 
were created and more than 600,000 people re-entered the work force. Since 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was signed into law, nearly 1.3 million jobs have 
been created. This growth is due in large part to policies enacted by the current Congress and the Trump 
Administration.

In addition to strong job numbers, retail sales have increased for the fifth consecutive month. Consum-
ers feel confident in the economy once again and because they are paying less to the government in 
taxes, they are free to spend their hard-earned dollars how they see fit. Their spending provides a boost 
to businesses, who are then able to hire more workers to meet demand and pay their employees higher 
wages. This is a win-win-win for consumers, American businesses and employees.

Congress and the White House have also been able to work together on reforms to the Dodd-Frank Act, 
which has saddled our financial institutions with burdensome regulations and hindered their ability to serve 
their customers. Earlier this year, the president signed into law the Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief and 
Consumer Protection Act, which included a number of provisions that I offered. This law provides relief to 
smaller, community banks and credit unions that had no part in the financial crisis but were subject to the 
same regulations after the fact that were put in place to keep big banks in check. When South Dakota’s 
banks and credit unions don’t have to spend so much on compliance costs, they can offer more services 
to customers and support businesses in their communities, which helps our economy flourish.

I serve on the Senate Banking Committee, which recently held a hearing to receive an economic up-
date from Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell. He reported that Americans are optimistic about 
the state of our economy and about finding a good-paying job. I appreciated our discussion about the 
positive impact the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, as well as the reduction of burdensome regulations, is having 
on our Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate this year. Like Chairman Powell, I believe we have a 
very good opportunity for continued GDP growth. However, I shared with him my concern that trade in-
stability—especially for the ag industry—will stifle our ability to reach our full economic potential. Without 
strong trading deals, I fear we may begin to lose some of the gains we’ve made in growing our economy.

It is up to the White House to finalize trade deals with our partners in Canada and Mexico, as well as 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) countries, as soon as possible. Retaliatory tariffs from China on South 
Dakota products like corn, wheat and soybeans has cost producers in our state more than $810 million in 
value just since March 1. With the farm economy down more than 50 percent in South Dakota over the past 
five years, we need stability in our commodity prices and we need strong trade deals in place—right now.

We’ll continue working to improve the economy for all Americans, and that means pushing for fair, strong 
trade deals. We are pleased to see that businesses are flourishing and workers are making more money, 
but we can’t let trade instability become an obstacle on our way to record-high economic growth. 
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Apple fritter: the fruit of my choice
Our country, so it seems, runs on choice. The more choices we have, the better we 

like it.
Most people in America pride themselves on the ability to make their own choices.
“Freedom of Choice,” is the cry you hear all around our country these days. Yet, most people do not 

have the freedom of choice they think they have. Somebody is influencing the choices they make without 
them realizing they are being influenced.

That is called marketing.
The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage and I were watching television the other night, trying to watch 

a favorite TV program. Finally, from an end of the room that was not my end, came an exasperated sigh. 
I tried to ignore it, but you know how that works.

The exasperation seemed to accelerate and I knew that if I did not acknowledge it in some way, well, I 
think you know what would happen.

It was in the middle of some commercial and so I turned to her and said, “What’s got you in such pain 
tonight?” At her age, I did not know if there was some medical something or other going on. 

“These commercials,” she moaned so painfully, “I can’t stand all these commercials!”
I must say I was a little bummed out about all the commercials myself. I think every one-hour program 

is devoted to 30 minutes of commercials. Most of those commercials are for things I have no interest in. 
Or, they are played at a very inappropriate time. 

It never fails if we are having our supper while watching television, there are 79 commercials for diar-
rhea. Is this really a major problem in our country today? 

Getting back to my wife and the commercials, I responded as cheerfully as I could, “Well, my dear, 
somebody has to pay for our television viewing privilege.” 

I felt a cold yet burning stare in my direction. 
“Can’t they run those lousy commercials when I’m not watching TV?” 
Someone once said that silence is Golden and right then I cultivated a golden moment. 
Commercials are a way in which manufacturing companies influence our choices. Every product has 100 

different companies marketing the same product. I have not done too much research, but the little I have 
done, I discovered that the same company makes the same product but sells it under a different name. 

There are two categories of products. There is the name brand, which costs a fortune. Then there is 
the generic brand, which is only a fraction of what the name brand costs. It is the same product, made 
by the same company, but advertised by difference venues. 

This is where choice comes in. 
Some people choose the high-priced product because they think it is better. 
Some of us choose the low-price product because we know better. 
One night as we were watching television, it seemed most of the commercials had to do with dieting of 

some kind. There were high calorie diets, low-carb diets and diet that really did not make sense to me. 
Watching all of those dieting commercials, I did not see one that I would diet for. 
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Sun Dial Manor in Bristol
is accepting applications for

full time and part time CNA's.
12 hr. shifts - days and nights
(SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED)

DIETARY OPENINGS
Full time cook, 8 hr. shifts
(WITH SIGN ON BONUS)

For more information,
Call 605/492-3615

Every one of those commercials assumes everybody watching wants to lose 297 pounds. Personally, 
I have lost the same 5 pounds for over 30 years. I lose 5 pounds and then by golly, three weeks later I 
find those 5 pounds, at least they recognize me. 

Anybody can lose weight; it is all a matter of choice. Personally, I do not plan to lose any sleep because 
I cannot lose weight. I think it is going to be rather funny if when we go to heaven everybody is fat. 
Wouldn’t that be something? We plummet ourselves almost to death trying to lose weight and get to 
heaven and everybody is fat. 

It all boils down to choice. It all boils down to the fact that most people think they are making their 
own choices.

Those of us who are on the husband side of the marital equation know we do not make our own choices. 
Our choices are made for us by our “better half.” Why do you think we get married?

My wife is a great one for fruit and vegetables. Every day of our life is fruit and vegetables. To mix 
things up a little bit one day it will be vegetables and fruit.

She prepares the fruit and then invites me to make a choice. I am sure she did not see all of this in any 
television commercial; at least I hope she hasn’t. She is proud of the display of fruit choices she has for me.

She is also concerned about my diet. Much more than I am. I do not think my diet is so important that 
both of us should be concerned about it. If she chooses to be concerned about my diet, that is her choice.

I choose to be a little more cavalier when it comes to dieting.
Actually, and do not tell her I said this, but my fruit of choice is the humble Apple fritter. It has every-

thing my heart desires and a few things my body desires, too.
I like with David said, “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine 

heart” (Psalms 37:4 KJV).
It is all a matter of choice, that is, making the right choice. 
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New or replaced 
Sidewalk

driveway
egreSS wiNdowS

Block wallS

garage FloorS

MidweSt MaSoNry & 
coNcrete puMpiNg

BaSeMeNt FloorS

StoNe aNd Brick 
work

Call for a free quote

605/397-8383
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Today in Weather History 

July 22, 1926: An estimated F2 tornado moved east across the northern part of Hyde County, destroy-
ing two barns.

July 22, 1999: An F0 tornado touched down briefly on a farm southeast of Onida. Over half of the roof 
of a 40 by 45-foot building was torn off and deposited in a tree belt 200 yards to the north. A grain auger 
was also damaged when it was pushed up against a granary. A semi-trailer was blown over. About 400 
acres of ripe wheat was also flattened, and some sunflowers suffered damage as a result of the tornado.

July 22, 2011: Numerous severe thunderstorms brought hail up to the size of golf balls, damaging winds 
over 70 mph, along with flash flooding to parts of north central and northeast South Dakota. Most of the 
hail occurred in Grant and Codington counties. Several roads were flooded by nearly 4 inches of rain in 
Grant County. Five miles west of South Shore in Codington County, over 3 inches of rain brought flash 
flooding to several roads. The strong winds were observed in Corson, Walworth, and McPherson counties. 
About 9 miles west of Long Lake, eighty mph winds ripped a grain bin from the fasteners, pushed the 
north wall of a garage in, snapped several corral poles, moved a semitrailer four feet, and caused some 
minor damage to the house. Also, many branches were broken off along with several trees uprooted.

1918 - A single bolt of lightning struck 504 sheep dead in their tracks at the Wasatch National Forest in 
Utah. Sheep often herd together in storms, and as a result the shock from the lightning bolt was passed 
from one animal to another. (David Ludlum)

1986 - Hurricane Estelle passed 120 miles south of the Hawaiian Islands creating a ten to twenty foot 
surf. The large swells resulted from a combination of high tides, a full moon, and 50 mph winds. The hur-
ricane also deluged Oahu Island with as much as 6.86 inches of rain on the 24th and 25th of the month. 
(Storm Data)

1987 - Barrow, AK, receives 1.38 inches in 24 hours on the 21st and 22nd, an all-time record for that 
location. The average annual precipitation for Barrow is just 4.75 inches. Thunderstorms in Montana pro-
duced 4 to 6 inches of rain in Glacier County causing extensive flooding along Divide Creek. Missoula, MT, 
received 1.71 inches of rain in 24 hours, a record for the month of July. (The National Weather Summary) 
(The Weather Channel)

1988: Dust devils are not a unique phenomenon, but usually they stay minimal. This was not the case 
in Dickinson County, Iowa where a powerful dust devil developed on the edge of Lake Okoboji. It picked 
up whole sections of several docks and swept away all of the loose dirt in the area. Estimated winds ex-
ceeded 60 mph.

1988 - Six cities in the south central U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date, including Pueblo, 
CO, with a reading of 48 degrees. Thunderstorms over the Atlantic Coast Region drenched Wilmington, 
NC, with 6.49 inches of rain in about eight hours. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Showers and thunderstorms prevailed across the southeastern third of the country. Afternoon 
thunderstorms in Florida produced wind gusts to 86 mph at Zephyrhills, and gusts to 92 mph at Carroll-
wood and Lutz. Thunderstorm winds gusting to 69 mph at Crystal Lake damaged nineteen mobile homes. 
(Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1993: The levee, holding back the flooding Mississippi River at Kaskaskia, Illinois, ruptures, forcing the 
town’s people to flee on barges. The incident at Kaskaskia was the most dramatic event of the flood. At 
9:48 a.m., the levee broke, leaving the people of Kaskaskia with no escape route other than two Army 
Corp of Engineers barges. By 2 p.m., the entire town was underwater. 
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Here is an update to the severe weather threat on Sunday. Morning storms are expected to be weak. 
Storms will re-develop during the afternoon manly west river and transition east in the evening/overnight 
hours. The main threat still appears to be strong winds, and less so for large hail.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp:  80.4 F at 4:49 PM
Heat Index:   
Low Outside Temp: 56.7 F at 5:01 AM   
High Gust:  14.0 Mph at 12:32 PM     

Precip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 111° in 1934
Record Low: 46° in 1980, 1949
Average High: 84°F 
Average Low: 60°F 
Average Precip in July: 1.85
Precip to date in July: 3.82
Average Precip to date: 12.70
Precip Year to Date: 9.63
Sunset Tonight: 9:13 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:08 a.m.
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WHY GOD HEARS OUR PRAYERS

Our relationship with God began with His love for us. It is not about how much we love Him, or how 
long we have loved Him, or why we love Him, or what His love will do for us. It is God’s love for us that 
makes our relationship with Him possible.

There is a beautiful story about God’s love in John’s Gospel. It is the story of Lazarus. His sisters, Mary 
and Martha, sent a message to Jesus saying that “the one You love is sick.” Notice that they did not say, 
“Our brother, Lazarus, who really loves You, is sick and needs Your help.” While that was certainly true, 
the important fact here is that it was Jesus’ love for Lazarus that mattered most.

Our love for God varies. There are days when we love Him dearly. Then, when we pray and don’t get 
the results we want or expect, our love diminishes. But, God’s love for us is everlasting and does not vary. 
No one can end His love for us nor can we ever do anything that will separate us from His love. He gives 
it freely and forever.

Our Psalmist knew this. He prayed, “Hear my voice in accordance with Your love.” He did as the sisters of 
Lazarus did: he went to God for His help because he knew that God loved Him. He knew that God “would 
preserve his life in accordance with His laws.”

What a comforting promise. God’s love is as eternal as His laws. Unlike us, He and the universe He 
created, are and will be the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. We do not need to fear anything or 
anyone. We have Him.

Prayer: We are grateful, Father, to know that we have Your enduring love that will never end or change. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 119:149 Hear my voice in accordance with your love; preserve my life, Lord, 
according to your laws.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

• Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round) 
• 11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion 

(Fall/Winter Months)
• 1/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm
• 4/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 5/4/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 5/27/2019 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to 

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)
• 6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)
• 6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove
• 6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)
• 9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/01/2018 Olive Grove Golf Course 2018 Holiday Party

• Best Ball Golf Tourney
• SDSU Golf Tourney 
• Sunflower Golf Tourney
• Santa Claus Day
• Fireman’s Stag 
• Tour of Homes
• Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
• School Events
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Saturday:

Dakota Cash
04-05-13-17-29
(four, five, thirteen, seventeen, twenty-nine)
Estimated jackpot: $133,000

Lotto America
17-31-42-45-50, Star Ball: 6, ASB: 5
(seventeen, thirty-one, forty-two, forty-five, fifty; Star Ball: six; ASB: five)
Estimated jackpot: $5.2 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $493 million

Powerball
09-23-56-58-68, Powerball: 1, Power Play: 2
(nine, twenty-three, fifty-six, fifty-eight, sixty-eight; Powerball: one; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $130 million

Sioux Falls police investigating casino robbery
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Sioux Falls police are investigating an armed robbery of a casino.
The Argus Leader reports police were called to Happy Jacks casino Friday night, after a report of a man 

threatening an employee with a handgun.
Authorities say the suspect fled on foot from the casino with an unknown amount of cash.
The employee was not injured.
Police say the investigation is ongoing.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Yankton works to welcomes more ride-sharing services
YANKTON, S.D. (AP) — Officials in southeastern South Dakota are easing regulations to encourage more 

ride-sharing services in the city.
The Yankton City Commission voted unanimously this month to alter the city’s vehicles-for-hire ordinance, 

the Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan reported. The previous ordinance required significant paperwork and 
an expensive annual vehicle inspection for each ride-sharing driver.

The process had worked for small, local operators, but not for large companies with thousands of driv-
ers, said City Attorney Ross Den Herder.

He said the new process lifts the administrative burden associated with operating in Yankton. The change 
allows Lyft, Uber and similar companies to complete their own driver and vehicle approvals as required 
by law, he said. The ride-sharing providers won’t need to repeat the process at City Hall for each driver 
and vehicle.

“As required by South Dakota law, their drivers are required to go through a rigorous application and 

News from the
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background check, and their vehicles must meet a reasonably high standard to be eligible to drive for the 
company,” Den Herder said.

The ordinance changes also “simplify and clarify aspects of a cumbersome licensing process for city 
staff, which is also a benefit,” he said.

The move comes after Lyft began servicing the state last year. The ride-sharing provider has many driv-
ers interested in serving the city, according to Den Herder.

City Manager Amy Nelson said the new ordinance will open up Yankton’s market beyond the current 
taxi services.

“It gives other ride-share services the opportunity to do their business in our community,” she said.
___
Information from: Yankton Press and Dakotan, http://www.yankton.net/

Minor earthquake reported in far north-central Nebraska
VALENTINE, Neb. (AP) — The U.S. Geological Survey reports that a minor earthquake shook rural areas 

near the Nebraska and South Dakota border around Valentine, Nebraska.
The service reports that a 3.5 magnitude earthquake occurred just after 2 a.m. Saturday about 10 miles 

(16.09 kilometers) northwest of Valentine in far north-central Nebraska. The National Weather Service says 
it received a few calls of some rumbling in Valentine.

There were no reports of injuries or damage.
Earlier this spring, several minor earthquakes were reported in Custer County, about 100 miles south of 

Valentine.

Sioux Falls housing program to help low-income families
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — An eastern South Dakota nonprofit and a local property management company 

are working together to help low-income families become homeowners.
The Hezekiah House program in Sioux Falls is the result of three years of discussion and planning, The 

Argus Leader reported . The program is a collaboration between Real Property Management Express and 
The Community Outreach ministry.

Community Outreach is leasing properties from Our Savior Lutheran Church, said Dane Bloch, the min-
istry’s executive director. There are six rental units available, which are located near Augustana University.

Rent payments will be put into a savings account for an eventual down payment on a house, Bloch said. 
Tenants will also receive homebuyer education and budget help.

“They’ll have down payment assistance through just paying their rent on time,” Bloch said.
Community Outreach provides Sioux Falls residents with assistance with transportation or finding a 

home. The ministry also gives an 18-week personal finance and budget course for low-income workers. 
The Hezekiah House program is the next step for the group’s programs and services, Bloch said.

“As an organization, we always thought that we were missing something,” Bloch said.
The group began exploring the idea for the program after volunteers noticed a gap in service, he said. 

The group was inspired by the Focus Community Strategies in Atlanta, Georgia, that was doing something 
similar.

Bloch said the group is planning a golf fundraiser to help raise money for the project. The organization 
hopes to start taking clients by November.

___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com
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In Arizona, liberals debate forgiving candidate’s moderation

By THOMAS BEAUMONT and MELISSA DANIELS, Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — Democratic Rep. Kyrsten says Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the agency that 

some in her party are clamoring to abolish, is performing an “important function.” She recently joined 
House Republicans to ease restrictions on banks. And she offered a decidedly nonpartisan comment on 
conservative Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination to the Supreme Court.

The third-term congresswoman has come a long way from her days as a Green Party activist as she 
tries to become the first Democrat to represent Arizona in the Senate in 30 years.

It’s a notable strategy in an election year in which many Democrats see a path to victory by tapping into 
the outrage of the party’s base in the Trump era. In neighboring Nevada, for instance, Democratic Rep. 
Jacky Rosen is aiming to flip another GOP-held Senate seat and she seized on the high court vacancy to 
highlight the threat to abortion rights.

Some Arizona Democrats are frustrated that the 42-year-old Sinema hasn’t taken similarly aggressive 
stances.

Ken Wixon, a lifelong Democrat, said he planned to back Sinema’s Democratic opponent, Phoenix activist 
Deedra Abboud, in the Aug. 28 primary.

“I supported (Sinema) before, but she’s too easily influenced,” Wixon said after attending a recent politi-
cal meeting in suburban Phoenix where Abboud spoke. “She seems to roll over too easily.”

Sinema said her shift to the right is the result of learning to work with others in a hyper-partisan Congress.
“What I’m really proud of is my ability and willingness to learn and grow as a political leader,” she told 

The Associated Press recently when asked if her moderate profile would turn off Democrats. “That’s al-
lowed me to learn new opinions and change as I’ve gotten new information.”

Sinema is favored to win the primary and is seen as a competitive Democratic candidate in a general 
election that could hinge on how voters feel about President Donald Trump and his policies. That’s why 
some Democrats are willing to back her even if her liberalism has limits.

“I have some serious questions,” said Steven Slugocki, Democratic chairman in Maricopa County, Arizona’s 
most populous. “That’s not to say I won’t support her. The alternative is far worse.”

That alternative, to Slugocki, is any of the Republicans vying to succeed retiring, one-term Republican 
Sen. Jeff Flake, a persistent Trump critic. The GOP field includes former Maricopa County Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio, a crusader against illegal immigration who was convicted for contempt of court related to racial 
profiling practices and later pardoned by Trump, and Kelli Ward, a state senator endorsed last year by 
former Trump adviser Steve Bannon.

The third GOP candidate, Rep. Martha McSally, has been viewed as a moderate in the vein of Arizona’s 
senior GOP senator, John McCain. But as the primary approaches, she has sharpened her stance on im-
migration, removing her name as a co-sponsor of legislation backing a path to citizenship for some young 
immigrants in the country illegally.

Immigration politics are central to Arizona’s politics today.
In 2016, the influx of Latino voters contributed to Democrat Hillary Clinton’s narrow loss to Trump here. 

Clinton lost Ohio, for instance, by nearly twice as much as she lost Arizona.
A Democratic victory in the Senate race would suggest the state could be up for grabs in 2020. Bill Clinton 

was the last Democratic presidential nominee to carry Arizona in 1996.
And yet Sinema remains controversial among Arizona Democrats.
She drew complaints among liberals last year as one of two dozen House Democrats to join majority 

Republicans backing a measure to sharply increase penalties for people deported more than three times, 
more sharply for those with a criminal record. Likewise, she was one of a handful of Democrats who backed 
a measure giving federal officials authority to detain and deport noncitizens who live in gang territory.

While Latino voter advocates groan at some of Sinema’s positions, they note her support for allowing a 
path to citizenship for some young immigrants brought to the country illegally as children.

“The most important thing we can do right now is elect candidates who will serve as a check on Donald 
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Trump,” said Cristobal Alex, president of Latino Victory, a national political advocacy group active in several 
states this year. “She’s the only viable choice for our community in this election.”

One important sign of Sinema’s viability, albeit with the election still more than three months away, is 
that she reported having more than $5.3 million in her campaign account at the end of June. That’s many 
times more than what Arpaio, McSally and Ward had. Recent polls also show Sinema leading all three 
Republican prospects in potential head-to-head contests.

Some Arizona Democrats acknowledge murmurs of discontent, but say Sinema reflects her politically-
mixed southwest Phoenix-area district, home to Arizona State University in Tempe and Republican-leaning 
residential areas in Scottsdale and Chandler.

“There are some grumblings,” said state Sen. Lela Alston, who served alongside her in the Legislature 
before Sinema’s election to Congress in 2012. “While there are some individuals who would never vote 
for her, more say — even though they wish she was voting more to the left — they are going to embrace 
her candidacy, given their choices.”

Sinema’s little-known Democratic opponent, Abboud, said she thinks both candidates have a shot to get 
votes from moderates or disaffected Republicans.

“You have people that want something different,” Abboud said. “They want to vote on their values.”
Such grumblings boiled over in May when some Democrats in Pima County, which abuts the U.S. border 

with Mexico, proposed condemning some of Sinema’s votes with the Republican majority. The motion 
was ultimately defeated, a sign that voters are seeking pragmatism, said Jo Holt, who leads the party in 
Pima County.

“Some of these folks on the left will say in one breath they don’t like a vote she took, but that they’ll 
support her because things in the country have gotten so bad,” Holt said. “In another political environ-
ment, these votes might hurt her more.”

Sinema’s resilience has not been lost on some Republican operatives in Arizona, increasingly anxious 
about their party’s chances of holding the seat.

“She has benefited from being able to stake out a centrist approach,” said strategist Jon Seaton, “and 
really hasn’t paid much of a price for it.”

Jeep exec takes over Fiat, marking end of Marchionne era
By FRANCES D’EMILIO, Associated Press

ROME (AP) — Jeep executive Mike Manley will be the new CEO of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles after long-
time leader Sergio Marchionne’s health suddenly deteriorated following recent surgery.

The announcement after an emergency board meeting Saturday marked the end of the Marchionne 
era, which included the turnaround of failing Fiat, the takeover of bankrupt U.S. automaker Chrysler and 
the spinoffs of the heavy machinery and truck maker CNH and supercar maker Ferrari. Fiat Chrysler said 
Marchionne, 66, is “unable to return to work” due to his health.

Manley, 54, has been one of Marchionne’s closest collaborators at Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, and in a 
previous role had been responsible for product planning and all sales activities outside of North America. 
He had been heading the Jeep brand since June 2009 and the Ram brand from October 2015.

Brands that have been driving the company’s revenues include Jeep SUVs, Ram trucks and the premium 
brands, Maserati and Alfa Romeo. Those brands were expected to account for 80 percent of revenues by 
2022, compared to 65 percent currently.

It is the Jeep brand that has been the big contributor to the company’s profits.
Marchionne had already announced he would step down from Fiat Chrysler Automobiles in early 2019, so 

the board’s decision, to be confirmed at an upcoming shareholders’ meeting, will “accelerate” the process, 
the company said. Marchionne was holding multiple leadership roles, notably as CEO of FCA as well as 
CEO and chairman of Ferrari.

Ferrari announced that Louis Camilleri, a longtime executive at tobacco company Philip Morris Interna-
tional, would replace Marchionne as CEO of the sports car maker. CNH Industrial said its interim CEO, 
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Derek Neilson, will continue on pending the selection of a permanent replacement for Marchionne.

FCA didn’t give details about Marchionne’s medical condition after surgery three weeks ago, but ques-
tions arose after it appeared his recovery was taking longer than expected.

FCA chairman John Elkann — a grandson of the late Gianni Agnelli, the longtime Fiat dynasty chieftain 
— said he was “profoundly saddened to learn of Sergio’s state of health. It was a situation that was un-
thinkable until a few hours ago, and one that leaves us all with a sense of injustice.”

In a letter made public on Sunday that Elkann sent to FCA employees, he wrote that Marchionne has 
“unfortunately experienced complications that have worsened in recent hours.”

Analysts praised the choice of Manley to succeed Marchionne even as they noted the challenges the 
new CEO will face.

“It’s an end of an era with the iconic, highly quotable, sweater-wearing Sergio Marchionne stepping 
down, with significant very concerns about his ailing health,” said Rebecca Lindland, executive analyst at 
Kelley Blue Book.

She called Manley a “worthy replacement at FCA, but it’s a huge job to not only fill Sergio’s shoes, but 
to run many brands that are facing capricious fortunes in a variety of markets.”

Manley took over management of the Jeep brand in 2009, just after Chrysler emerged from bankruptcy 
protection. At the time, the all-SUV Jeep mainly was a U.S. brand, where annual sales languished at around 
232,000. By 2017, though, sales had nearly quadrupled to more than 828,000 as Americans snapped up 
all-wheel-drive SUVs. The brand also grew internationally, especially in China, under Manley.

The passenger-car brands of Fiat and Chrysler have been less profitable.
Marchionne made his last major presentation as CEO of Fiat Chrysler in June, unveiling the company’s 

plans through 2022. He announced a major investment thrust to make more electrified cars even though 
he said traditional engines will continue to dominate production.

The next corporate results are to be released on July 25.
___
AP business writers Colleen Barry and Tom Krisher contributed to this report.

Israel evacuates Syrian volunteers stranded in frontier area
By ARON HELLER and SARAH EL DEEB, Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — The Israeli military evacuated hundreds of members of the White Helmets, a Syr-
ian volunteer organization, from the volatile frontier area on the Golan Heights and transported them to 
Jordan, following a request by the United States and its European allies, officials said Sunday.

It was the first such Israeli intervention in Syria’s lengthy civil war, now in its eight year. Jordan confirmed 
that 800 Syrian citizens entered its territory to be resettled in Western countries.

The members of the White Helmets, a Syrian search-and-rescue organization, and their families had been 
stranded along the frontier with the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights following the latest Syrian government 
offensive in southwestern Syria.

The Israeli military said the overnight operation was an “exceptional humanitarian gesture” done at the 
request of the United States and its European allies due to “an immediate threat to the (Syrians’) lives.”

The military said its actions did not reflect a change to Israel’s non-intervention policy in Syria’s war, 
where all the warring parties are considered hostile.

The Syrians would remain in Jordan for three months before moving on to Britain, Germany and Canada, 
the Jordanian Foreign Ministry’s spokesman Mohammed al-Kayed said.

“The request was approved based on pure humanitarian reasons,” he added.
Raed Saleh, head of the Syrian Civil Defense as the White Helmets are also known, said a number of 

volunteers and their families were evacuated from a dangerous, besieged area and had reached Jordan. 
He did not elaborate on the numbers of those evacuated.

The Associated Press first reported on Friday that U.S. officials were finalizing plans to evacuate several 
hundred Syrian civil defense workers and their families from southwest Syria as Russian-backed govern-
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ment forces closed in on the Quneitra province, along the Golan Heights frontier.

The officials said the White Helmets, who have enjoyed backing from the United States and other West-
ern nations for years, were likely to be targeted by Syrian forces as they retook control of the southwest. 
Evacuation plans were accelerated after last week’s NATO summit in Brussels.

Since the Syrian government offensive began in June, the area along the frontier in the Golan Heights 
has been the safest in the southwestern region, attracting hundreds of displaced because of its location 
along the disengagement line with Israel, demarcated in 1974 after a war. Israel has occupied the Golan 
Heights since 1967. Thousands of civilians had taken shelter near the frontier to escape the government 
offensive.

The Syrian government is unlikely to fire there or carry out airstrikes for fear of an Israeli response.
Meanwhile, Syrian forces kept up their offensive, pounding the southern tip of the southwestern region 

where an Islamic State-affiliated group still holds territory.
The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said the bombing — 130 airstrikes since Saturday — displaced 

20,000 civilians while an estimated 10,000 remain trapped in the area controlled by the militants, with 
their fate unknown.

The White Helmets typically have operated in opposition-held areas across Syria, places where govern-
ment services are almost non-existent, voluntarily risking their lives to save hundreds of civilian lives during 
relentless government airstrikes and bombardments.

The government and Russia view the White Helmets as “agents” of foreign powers and have regularly 
accused them of staging rescue missions or chemical attacks.

Syrian state TV Al-Ikhbariya reported the Israeli evacuation of the White Helmets, calling it a “scandal” 
and saying “terrorist groups” now have “zero options.”

Over the last month, Syrian government forces aided by Russian air power have swept through south-
western Syria to consolidate government control over this strategic corner of the country that straddles 
the border with Jordan and the frontier with Israeli-occupied Golan Heights.

With its new advances, government forces are, for the first time since the civil war began in 2011, retak-
ing this territory from the rebels and restoring their positions along the disengagement line in the Golan 
Heights.

Since the offensive began, Jordan said it will not open its borders to the newly displaced Syrians. Jordan 
hosts at least 650,000 registered Syrian refugees, according to the U.N., but Amman says a similar number 
of undocumented Syrians are also in the kingdom.

During the latest Syrian government offensive, which began on June 19, around 300,000 Syrians have 
been displaced, heading toward the sealed Israeli and Jordanian borders in what the U.N. said was the 
largest single displacement since the Syrian civil war started in 2011.

Some Syrians have opted to be evacuated to northern Idlib province, where the opposition still holds 
territory. Thousands of armed men and their families were evacuated over the weekend. The Observa-
tory said two buses carrying evacuees were held up by a pro-Syrian government militia, apparently after 
they went off road.

Panicked passengers, fearing for their lives, posted pictures of the militia surrounding their buses on 
social media.

Al-Kayed, the Jordanian spokesman, said the transfer of the 800 Syrians does not put the kingdom under 
any further obligations.

Israel has been sending aid into Syria for several years and has provided medical treatment to thousands 
of Syrians who reached the Golan Heights frontier. In the past two years, the Israeli military says it has 
delivered more than 1,500 tons of food, 250 tons of clothing and nearly a million liters of fuel.

The Israeli military said it will continue to aid those in need but won’t allow a massive influx of refugees 
into the country.

___
El Deeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writer Fares Akram in Amman, Jordan, contributed to 

this report.
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1 dead, dozens of hostages freed after Los Angeles standoff

By CHRISTOPHER WEBER and MICHAEL BALSAMO, Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A woman was shot and killed when a gunman ran into a busy Los Angeles su-

permarket where he held dozens of people hostage for about three hours Saturday before handcuffing 
himself and surrendering to police. No hostages were seriously hurt.

About two hours before taking the hostages, police say the man shot his grandmother seven times and 
wounded another woman, who he forced into a car. Police chased the vehicle and exchanged gunfire with 
the man, who crashed into a pole outside the Trader Joe’s in the city’s Silver Lake section and ran inside.

Frightened customers and workers dove for cover as police bullets fired at the suspect shattered the 
store’s glass doors. Some inside the supermarket climbed out windows and others barricaded themselves 
in rooms as scores of police and firefighters and 18 ambulances converged on the scene and prepared 
for mass casualties.

Heavily armed officers in riot gear stood along the side of the store and used mirrors to look inside as 
hostage negotiators tried to coax the man into freeing his 40 to 50 hostages and surrendering.

At about 6:30 p.m., the man agreed to handcuff himself and walked out the front door, surrounded 
by four of the hostages. The unidentified man, who police said is about 28, was immediately taken into 
custody. Police said he had a wound to his arm.

Mayor Eric Garcetti congratulated police and firefighters for their work and mourned the loss of life at 
the Trader Joe’s where he and his wife regularly shopped when they lived in the neighborhood.

“The heroism that was shown today was second to none and the teams that were able to respond, 
secure the perimeter and engage in conversation with the suspect no doubt saved lives today,” he said, 
adding “our hearts go out to everyone who has been traumatized.”

Among those who survived the harrowing afternoon was 91-year-old Don Kohles. He lives in the neigh-
borhood and was walking into the supermarket when he saw “two police cars coming like a bat out of 
hell” and the suspect crashed into the pole.

The driver got out and police started firing at him as he ran toward the Trader Joe’s. Kohles hurried 
inside and he and others took cover as the suspect ran in.

“Those bullets went right over the back of me as he was running right down the main aisle,” Kohles said. 
He was terrorized as he lay on the floor and others around him sobbed.

Christian Dunlop, a real estate agent and actor who lives nearby and frequents the Trader Joe’s, was 
on a corner near the store when he saw four people run out. One person, an employee, was dragging an 
injured woman by the hands.

“She appeared lifeless,” Dunlop said.
He then saw about five employees hang out a second-floor window and drop to the ground, and about 

15 other people run to safety from the back of the store. Among them was a police officer carrying a 
small child, he said.

“I know all the employees. I see them all the time. My heart was just racing and thinking about all the 
endless possibilities,” Dunlop said.

Makela Wilson, 26, an office manager, had finished shopping and was driving out of the parking lot when 
the suspect crashed his vehicle and police opened fire. She heard three or four gunshots and then officers 
in SWAT gear arrived and ordered her and other people in their cars to hunch down in their seats.

“Duck down! Duck down!” an officer shouted at her. She estimates she was in the car for a half-hour 
until officers escorted her to safety. At about the same time, other officers went into the store and rushed 
out Kolhes and others near him.

Police Chief Michel Moore said the suspect made a “series of demands” during the standoff but crisis 
negotiators believed they could convince him to surrender peacefully.

“Our hostage negotiators believed they had established a good rapport with him,” the chief said.
Police aren’t sure what led to the initial violence that produced the car chase and standoff. Moore said 

at about 1:30 p.m. the suspect shot his grandmother and another woman in a South Los Angeles home 
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and then forced the other woman into his grandmother’s car. The grandmother was in critical condition 
while the other woman suffered a grazing wound.

Officers were able to track the car using LoJack — a stolen vehicle tracking system — and officers tried 
to stop the suspect in Hollywood, but the man refused to pull over, Moore said. During the chase, the 
suspect fired at officers, shooting out the back window of his car.

Outside the store, the man exchanged gunfire with police again and the woman was shot and killed, 
Moore said. It was not clear if she died from police gunfire or was killed by the gunman. Moore said police 
and firefighters responded quickly but could not save her.

Fire officials said six people, ranging in age from 12 to 81, were taken to the hospital. None had been 
shot and all were in fair condition.

___
This story has been corrected to show spelling of police chief is Michel Moore.
___
Associated Press writer Terry Tang in Phoenix contributed to this report.

Trump finds it ‘inconceivable’ lawyer would tape a client
By ZEKE MILLER, Associated Press

BRIDGEWATER, N.J. (AP) — Donald Trump said Saturday he finds it “inconceivable” that a lawyer would 
tape a client, as the president weighed in after the disclosure that in the weeks before the 2016 election, 
his then-personal attorney secretly recorded their discussion about a potential payment for a former Play-
boy model’s account of having an affair with Trump.

The recording was part of a large collection of documents and electronic records seized earlier this year 
by federal authorities from Michael Cohen, the longtime Trump fixer.

In a tweet, Trump called such taping “totally unheard of & perhaps illegal.” He also asserted, without 
elaborating, in post: “The good news is that your favorite President did nothing wrong!”

Cohen had made a practice of recording conversations, unbeknownst to those he was speaking with. 
Most states, including New York, allow for recordings of conversations with only the consent of one party; 
other states require all parties to agree to a recording or have mixed laws on the matter. It was not im-
mediately clear where Trump and Cohen were located at the time of the call.

Cohen’s recording adds to questions about whether Trump tried to quash damaging stories before the 
election. Trump’s campaign had said it knew nothing about any payment to ex-centerfold Karen McDougal.

Transparency groups and Democrats have argued that the secret efforts to silence Trump accusers, 
including a payment to adult film actress Stormy Daniels, should be investigated by the Federal Election 
Commission as potential violations of campaign finance laws, which require disclosure of campaign expen-
ditures. Trump’s attorneys have argued that any payments to accusers would have been made regardless 
of his presidential candidacy, and that no violation occurred.

The recording could also further entangle the president in a criminal investigation that for months has 
targeted Cohen.

The erstwhile Trump loyalist has hired a new attorney, Clinton White House veteran Lanny Davis, and 
disassociated himself from the president as both remain under investigation. Cohen has not been charged 
with a crime.

Current Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani said the payment was never made and the brief recording shows 
Trump did nothing wrong.

“The transaction that Michael is talking about on the tape never took place, but what’s important is: If 
it did take place, the president said it has to be done correctly and it has to be done by check” to keep a 
proper record of it, Giuliani said.

Davis said “any attempt at spin cannot change what is on the tape.”
“When the recording is heard, it will not hurt Mr. Cohen,” Davis said in a statement.
The recording was first reported Friday by The New York Times.
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The FBI raided Cohen’s office, home and hotel room in April, searching in part for information about 

payments to McDougal and porn actress Stormy Daniels, who received a $130,000 payment from Cohen 
before the election to keep quiet about a sexual relationship she says she had with Trump. The FBI in-
vestigation is separate from special counsel Robert Mueller’s probe of election interference in 2016 and 
potential obstruction of justice by those in the president’s orbit.

Referring to that raid, Trump called it “inconceivable that the government would break into a lawyer’s 
office (early in the morning) — almost unheard of. Even more inconceivable that a lawyer would tape a 
client.” In past comments Trump has also referred to the court-ordered seizure as a “break-in,” though 
Cohen has been more sanguine, saying the FBI agents were courteous and respectful.

A self-described fixer for Trump for more than a decade, Cohen said last year he would “take a bullet” for 
Trump. But he told ABC News in an interview broadcast this month that he now puts “family and country 
first” and won’t let anyone paint him as “a villain of this story.” On Twitter, he scrubbed mentions and photos 
of Trump from a profile that previously identified him as “Personal attorney to President Donald J. Trump.”

___
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker in Washington, Jennifer Peltz and Jake Pearson in New York and 

Michael Balsamo in Los Angeles contributed to this report.

Inspector warned duck boat company of design flaws last year
By JOHN HANNA and GENE JOHNSON, Associated Press

A private inspector said Saturday that he warned the company operating duck boats on a Missouri lake 
about design flaws putting the watercraft at greater risk of sinking, less than a year before the accident 
that killed 17 people during a sudden storm.

Steve Paul, owner of the Test Drive Technologies inspection service in the St. Louis area, said he issued 
a written report for the company in August 2017. It explained why the boats’ engines — and pumps that 
remove water from their hulls — might fail in inclement weather.

He also told The Associated Press that the tourist boats’ canopies make them hard to escape when they 
sink — a concern raised by regulators after a similar sinking in Arkansas killed 13 people in 1999.

The accident Thursday evening on Table Rock Lake outside the tourist town of Branson also is raising 
questions about whether storm warnings in the area went unheeded and whether any agency can keep 
boaters off the water when inclement weather approaches.

“If you have the information that you could have rough waters or a storm coming, why ever put a boat 
on that water?” Paul said.

A witness’ video of the duck boat just before it capsized suggests that its flexible plastic windows might 
have been closed and could have trapped passengers as the hybrid boat-truck went down. It does not 
show passengers jumping clear.

“The biggest problem with a duck when it sinks is that canopy,” Paul said. “That canopy becomes what 
I’ll call a people catcher, and people can’t get out from under that canopy.”

A spokeswoman for Ripley Entertainment, the company operating the duck boats in Branson, did not 
respond Saturday to telephone and email messages seeking comment. Spokeswoman Suzanne Smagala 
has noted that Thursday’s accident was the only one in more than 40 years of operation.

An archived version of Ripley’s website said it operates 20 duck boats in Branson and described them as 
“built from the ground up under United States Coast Guard (USCG) supervision with the latest in marine 
safety.”

In central Wisconsin, Original Wisconsin Ducks in the Dells has no plans to change how it operates after 
73 years of safe rides, general manager Dan Gavinski said. But his company operates World War II-vintage 
boats, not the modified modern version.

Since 1999, duck boats have been linked to the deaths of more than 40 people, with a troubled safety 
record on the road and water alike. Their height can obscure cars, pedestrians or bicycles from a driver’s 
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view, and maintenance problems can be severe.

Paul said he won’t know until the boat that sank is recovered from the lake whether it’s one of the two 
dozen he inspected for Ripley Entertainment in August 2017.

The U.S. Coast Guard said the boat that sank was built in 1944 and had passed an inspection in Febru-
ary, The Kansas City Star reported . But Paul said the boat would have been heavily modified to make it 
longer so that only part of it dates to World War II. He said it would still have the design flaw he identified 
in his report.

He declined to share a copy of his report with The Associated Press but said he said he is willing to 
make it available to authorities.

“I’m sure eventually it will be subpoenaed,” he said.
Paul said the duck boats he inspected — which the company had just purchased or repaired — vented 

exhaust from the motor out front and below the water line. He said in rough conditions, water could get 
into the exhaust system, and then into the motor, cutting it off. With the motor off, he said, its pump for 
removing water from the hull would not operate.

“If you watch that video, that water is definitely being slammed up into that exhaust without a doubt,” 
Paul said.

After the deadly sinking in Arkansas in 1999, the National Transportation Safety Board recommended 
doing away with the canopies and adding more floatation capacity so duck boats could remain upright 
and keep floating even if they took on water.

The industry took little heed, said Robert Mongeluzzi, a Philadelphia attorney who has represented vic-
tims of duck boat crashes. The canopies can protect customers from rain or sun, he noted, and closed 
windows allow companies to heat the cabins, extending operating hours.

The NTSB called the industry’s response to the recommendations disappointing, saying companies cited 
the cost of engineering and installing additional flotation capacity as prohibitive.

“The duck boat is notoriously unstable and unsuited for what they were attempting to do with it,” said 
Daniel Rose, an attorney whose New York-based law firm has represented victims in several accidents. “It 
tries to be a boat and a car and does neither, really, except under ideal circumstances.”

State officials said the Coast Guard regulates such craft; its officials did not immediately respond to 
requests for more information. Spokesmen said the Department of Transportation doesn’t regulate duck 
boats because they’re amphibious, and the Department of Public Safety doesn’t in this case because it’s 
a commercial vessel, as opposed to a recreational one.

It’s also not clear that any agency had the authority to keep boats off the lake. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers built it in the late 1950s, but its officials said they don’t have such authority.

Witnesses have said the weather appeared calm before a storm suddenly whipped up strong waves and 
spray.

But nearly eight hours earlier, the National Weather Service had issued a severe thunderstorm watch for 
the western and central Missouri counties.

A severe thunderstorm warning that went out at 6:32 p.m. specifically mentioned Table Rock Lake. The 
first emergency calls over the accident occurred just after 7 p.m.

Meteorologist Elisa Raffa of KOLR-TV in Springfield said in a phone interview Saturday that her station 
was forecasting the threat of severe weather all morning.

“This storm didn’t come out of nowhere,” she said. “That is what pains me. I feel like we did everything, 
at least we tried to do everything, by the book as meteorologists and we still had this horrible tragedy on 
our hands.”

___
Hanna reported from Topeka, Kansas. Johnson reported from Seattle. Jim Salter in St. Louis; Denise 

Lavoie in Richmond, Virginia; Roxana Hegeman in Wichita, Kansas, and James MacPherson in Bismarck, 
North Dakota, contributed.
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Kavanaugh: Watergate tapes decision may have been wrong

By MARK SHERMAN, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh suggested several years ago that the 

unanimous high court ruling in 1974 that forced President Richard Nixon to turn over the Watergate tapes, 
leading to the end of his presidency, may have been wrongly decided.

Kavanaugh was taking part in a roundtable discussion with other lawyers when he said at three different 
points that the decision in U.S. v. Nixon, which marked limits on a president’s ability to withhold informa-
tion needed for a criminal prosecution, may have come out the wrong way.

A 1999 magazine article about the roundtable was part of thousands of pages of documents that Kava-
naugh has provided to the Senate Judiciary Committee as part of the confirmation process. The committee 
released the documents on Saturday.

Kavanaugh’s belief in robust executive authority already is front and center in his nomination by Presi-
dent Donald Trump to replace the retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy. The issue could assume even greater 
importance if special counsel Robert Mueller seeks to force Trump to testify in the ongoing investigation 
into Russian interference in the 2016 election.

“But maybe Nixon was wrongly decided — heresy though it is to say so. Nixon took away the power 
of the president to control information in the executive branch by holding that the courts had power and 
jurisdiction to order the president to disclose information in response to a subpoena sought by a subor-
dinate executive branch official. That was a huge step with implications to this day that most people do 
not appreciate sufficiently...Maybe the tension of the time led to an erroneous decision,” Kavanaugh said 
in a transcript of the discussion that was published in the January-February 1999 issue of the Washington 
Lawyer.

At another point in the discussion, Kavanaugh said the court might have been wise to stay out of the 
tapes dispute. “Should U.S. v. Nixon be overruled on the ground that the case was a nonjusticiable intra-
branch dispute? Maybe so,” he said.

Kavanaugh was among six lawyers who took part in the discussion in the aftermath of independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr’s investigation that led to the impeachment of President Bill Clinton. Kavanaugh had 
been a member of Starr’s team.

The discussion was focused on the privacy of discussions between government lawyers and their clients.
Philip Lacovara, who argued the Watergate tapes case against Nixon and moderated the discussion, said 

Kavanaugh has long believed in a strong presidency. “That was Brett staking out what has been his basic 
jurisprudential approach since law school,” Lacovara said in a telephone interview Saturday.

Still, Lacovara said, “it was surprising even as of 1999 that the unanimous decision in the Nixon tapes 
case might have been wrongly decided.”

Kavanaugh allies pointed to a recent, more favorable assessment of the Nixon case. “Whether it was 
Marbury, or Youngstown, or Brown, or Nixon, some of the greatest moments in American judicial history 
have been when judges stood up to the other branches, were not cowed, and enforced the law. That 
takes backbone, or what some call judicial engagement,” Kavanaugh wrote in a 2016 law review article in 
which he referred to several landmark Supreme Court cases.

The 1999 article was among a pile of material released in response to the committee’s questionnaire. 
Kavanaugh was asked to provide information about his career as an attorney and jurist, his service in the 
executive branch, education, society memberships and more.

It’s an opening look at a long paper trail that lawmakers will consider as they decide whether to confirm 
him. The high court appointment could shift the court rightward for years to come.

A longtime figure in the Washington establishment, Kavanaugh acknowledged in the questionnaire that 
he had joined clubs that he said once had discriminatory membership policies.

“Years before I became a member of the Congressional Country Club and the Chevy Chase Club, it is my 
understanding that those clubs, like most similar clubs around the country, may have excluded members 
on discriminatory bases that should not have been acceptable to people then and would not be accept-
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able now,” he wrote.

Asked to list the 10 most significant cases for which he sat as a judge, Kavanaugh cited nine in which 
“the position expressed in my opinion (either for the court or in a separate writing) was later adopted by 
the Supreme Court.”

The 10th regarded a man fired by mortgage giant Fannie Mae after he filed a discrimination complaint 
that alleged a company executive had created a hostile work environment by calling the worker “the n-
word.” Kavanaugh said he included it “because of what it says about anti-discrimination law and American 
history.”

Kavanaugh said an appeals court panel on which he sat reversed a lower court’s ruling in favor of Fannie 
Mae. He said he joined the majority opinion in 2013 and wrote a separate concurrence “to explain that 
calling someone the n-word, even once, creates a hostile work environment.”

In the questionnaire, Kavanaugh cited his opinion in that case: “No other word in the English language 
so powerfully or instantly calls to mind our country’s long and brutal struggle to overcome racism and 
discrimination against African-Americans.’”  But it was one of the relatively few discrimination cases in 
which Kavanaugh sided with a complaining employee.

Offering a timeline leading to his nomination, he said White House counsel Don McGahn called him 
the day Justice Anthony Kennedy announced his retirement, June 27, and they met the next day. Trump 
interviewed him July 2, with McGahn present, and Vice President Mike Pence interviewed him July 4. 
Kavanaugh spoke by phone with the president on July 8 and that evening met at the White House with 
Trump and his wife, Melania, where he said he was offered and accepted the nomination.

Asked whether anyone sought assurances from him about the stand he might take on a specific case or 
issue, he answered “No.” He also said he had not offered any indication how he might rule as a justice.

Kavanaugh has written some 300 rulings as an appeals court judge and has a record in the George W. 
Bush White House as well as in Starr’s probe of Clinton.

Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa, the committee chairman, said the questionnaire was “the 
broadest and most comprehensive” ever sent by the committee and he welcomed “Judge Kavanaugh’s 
diligent and timely response.”

The nominee told lawmakers he registered for the Selective Service in his younger days but did not 
serve in the armed forces.

Years before he became a judge and compiled a solidly conservative record, Kavanaugh also reflected 
on how past nominees have sometimes disappointed partisans who wanted a more liberal or conservative 
justice. Speaking on CNN in 2000, he was responding to a question about whether the next president 
could “pack the court” with like-minded justices.

Presidents often prefer to avoid bloody confirmation fights, he said in a transcript that was released 
Saturday. “We’ve seen that time and again, to pick the consensus pick who turns out to be more moder-
ate and thus less predictable, that’s what’s happened,” Kavanaugh said.

___
Online:
Questionnaire: https://tinyurl.com/y9gqfdkg
Supporting documents: https://tinyurl.com/y7x95l45
___
Associated Press writer Jessica Gresko contributed to this report.

Survivor recounts boat accident that killed 9 family members
By MARGARET STAFFORD, Associated Press

BRANSON, Mo. (AP) — “Grab the baby!”
Those were the last words Tia Coleman recalls her sister-in-law yelling before the tourist boat they were 

on sank into a Missouri lake, killing 17 people, including nine of Coleman’s family members.
A huge wave hit, scattering passengers on the vessel known as a duck boat into Table Rock Lake near 
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Branson, Coleman said. When the Indianapolis woman came up for air, she was alone. She prayed.

“I said, ‘Lord, please, let me get to my babies,” she told reporters from her wheelchair Saturday in the 
lobby of a hospital where she’s recovering after swallowing lake water. “’... If they don’t make it, Lord, 
take me too. I don’t need to be here.’”

Coleman recalled spotting the rescue boat and managed to reach it, “somehow.” Earlier, from her hos-
pital bed, she recounted to television station KOLR her sister-in-law’s last words.

Coleman’s husband and three children, ages 9, 7 and 1; her 45-year-old sister-in-law and 2-year-old 
nephew; her mother-in-law and father-in-law and her husband’s uncle all died Thursday night in the deadli-
est accident of its kind in nearly two decades.

Others killed included a Missouri couple who had just celebrated a birthday; another Missouri couple on 
what was planned as their last extended vacation; an Illinois woman who died while saving her grand-
daughter’s life; an Arkansas father and son; and a retired pastor who was the boat’s operator.

None of the 31 passengers on board was wearing a life jacket, according to an incident report released 
Saturday by the Missouri State Highway Patrol.

State and federal investigators were trying to determine what sent the vessel, originally built for military 
use in World War II, to its demise. An initial assessment blamed thunderstorms and winds that approached 
hurricane strength, but it wasn’t clear why the amphibious vehicle even ventured into the water.

Coleman said the crew told passengers they were going into the water first, before the land-based part 
of their tour, because of the incoming storm. The area had been under a severe thunderstorm watch for 
hours and a severe thunderstorm warning for more than 30 minutes before the boat sank.

Suzanne Smagala with Ripley Entertainment, which owns Ride the Ducks in Branson, said it was the 
company’s only accident in more than 40 years of operation. The company hasn’t commented on Cole-
man’s account of the tour, which usually begins with a tour of downtown Branson, known for its country 
shows and entertainment, before the vessel enters the lake for a short ride on the water.

Company President Jim Pattison Jr. said the boat captain had 16 years of experience, and the business 
monitors weather.

Twenty-nine passengers and two crew members were aboard. Fourteen people survived, including two 
adults who remained hospitalized Saturday. Coleman and her 13-year-old nephew were the only of the 11 
members of her family who boarded the boat to make it out alive.

Another survivor was 12-year-old Alicia Dennison, of Illinois, who says her grandmother, 64-year-old 
Leslie Dennison, saved her from drowning. Alicia’s father, Todd Dennison, told the Kansas City Star that 
his daughter recalled feeling her grandmother below her, pushing her upward after the boat capsized.

Another young survivor was 14-year-old Loren Smith of Osceola, Arkansas. She suffered a concussion, 
but her father, 53-year-old retired math teacher Steve Smith, and her 15-year-old brother, Lance, died.

Others killed included 65-year-old William Bright and his 63-year-old wife, Janice. The couple had recently 
celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary and had talked about Branson being one of their last big trips, 
recalled neighbor Barbara Beck.

The couple moved to Higginsville from Kansas City, Missouri, three years earlier to be closer to a daughter 
and grandchildren and quickly embraced small-town life.

William Bright’s final public Facebook posting noted the wedding anniversary and how happy he was 
with his wife, three kids and 16 grandchildren. Life, he wrote, had “been a lot of fun.”

Another Missouri couple killed in the accident were 69-year-old William Asher and 68-year-old Rosemarie 
Hamann. The St. Louis-area couple had been celebrating Hamman’s birthday earlier in the week. In a final 
Facebook photo posted by Hamann, he’s sticking his tongue out and she’s smiling.

“I can only imagine what they were going through. They were so in love. It’s just heartbreaking,” said 
friend Russ McKay, who said talked to Hamann the day before the accident.

McCay says Hamann told him the couple had just gone on a paddle boat and were planning to go again. 
He doesn’t know why they chose the duck boat instead.

Chance also brought the Colemans aboard the doomed vessel.
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Tia Coleman said her family initially lined up for the wrong tour so they had to switch out their tickets 

for the 6:30 p.m. ride.
She says the crew showed passengers where the life jackets were but said they wouldn’t need them.
The company’s website had been taken down by Saturday, save for a statement that its operations would 

remain shuttered to support the investigation and allow time for families and the community to grieve.
Investigators with the National Transportation Safety Board and U.S. Coast Guard were hoping a video 

recorder recovered from the boat would help provide some explanation on why it sank. NTSB member 
Earl Weener winds were 2 mph short of hurricane force at the time.

While the boat’s driver on water, 51-year-old Kenneth McKee, survived; its driver on land, 73-year-old 
Bob Williams, did not.

Branson Mayor Karen Best said Williams was a “great ambassador” for the city. Williams’ family in Rhode 
Island, where he’d lived for decades before retiring to Branson, remembered him as a deeply religious 
man who founded a local church.

“Pastor Bob was a prince of a man, loving, kind, and generous, whose loss to our family is incalculable,” 
said Williams’ son-in-law, Bishop Jeffery Williams, who now leads King’s Cathedral in Providence.

___
Associated Press writers Philip Marcelo in Boston; John Hanna in Topeka, Kansas; Sara Burnett in Chicago; 

Roxana Hegeman in Wichita, Kansas; Brian Slodysko in Indianapolis; Hannah Grabenstein in Branson; Jim 
Salter in St. Louis; and AP researcher Monika Mathur in New York contributed to this report.

___
For the latest updates on this story: https://bit.ly/2mz71K1

Spieth part of 3-way tie for British lead as Woods lurks
By DOUG FERGUSON, AP Golf Writer

CARNOUSTIE, Scotland (AP) — Jordan Spieth has a share of the lead in the British Open and a big edge 
in experience. Still only 24, he already has won three majors and his name is the last one etched on the 
base of the silver claret jug.

One name in the mix makes it all feel so new.
“I’ve always wanted to battle it out in a major with Tiger. Who hasn’t?” Spieth said after seizing upon a 

calm Carnoustie for a 6-under 65 to tie for the lead with Kevin Kisner and Xander Schauffele. “It’s kind of 
a dream come true just to have the opportunity.”

Woods feels the same way.
Never in the mix at the Masters, gone by the weekend at the U.S. Open, the 14-time major champion 

surged into contention Saturday with a 66, his lowest round on weekend at a major in eight years.
He didn’t have the best score. He was four shots behind.
But he’s Tiger Woods, and it felt like that again to thousands of fans who crammed along the fairways 

and beind the greens as Woods ran off three straight birdies around the turn and then two-putted for 
birdie on the par-5 14th to work his way into a tie for the lead, even if that lasted for only 20 minutes.

“I’ve shown that I’ve been there close enough with a chance to win this year,” Woods said. “Given what 
happened the last few years, I didn’t know if that would ever happen again. But here I am with a chance 
coming Sunday in a major championship. It’s going to be fun.”

It was every bit of that on Saturday, a rare day when Carnoustie had little defense.
Justin Rose, who made the cut on the number with a birdie on his final hole, matched the Carnoustie 

record for the Open with a 64. Spieth set the tone in the afternoon when he decided on the way to the 
first tee to hit driver on the 396-yard hole. He sent it bouncing and rolling along the firm turf, down a hill 
and onto the green to about 10 feet away for an eagle.

Moments later, Woods began his charge to get into contention at a major for the first time in five years.
It never stopped. Seven players had a share of the lead at one point. Kisner, who started the third round 

tied for the lead, was never far away but had to work hard to stay there. He made a tough par save on 
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the 17th, and then got up-and-down from behind the 18th green for a 68.

Schauffele, the PGA Tour rookie of the year last season, holed a 30-foot putt from behind the 18th 
green for a 67.

They were at 9-under 204.
“We’ve got pretty much a new tournament tomorrow,” Spieth said.
A dozen players were separated by four shots, which is nothing considering that the last two British 

Open champions at Carnoustie rallied from 10 shots (Paul Lawrie) and six shots (Padraig Harrington) on 
the final day.

The wind is expected to be the strongest it has been all week. And then there’s the presence of Woods, 
playing in the third-to-last group.

Woods started quietly enough with a few birdies through eight holes. He started his move with a 40-foot 
birdie putt on No. 9, followed with short birdie putts on the next two holes and with a two-putt birdie on 
the par-5 14th, he put his name atop the leaderboard.

It was there for only 20 minutes. But it was there.
A bogey on the 16th and a par save from short of the Barry Burn on the 18th gave him a 66. He figured 

it would at least keep him in range. He wound up as close to the lead as he has been in a major since he 
was two behind at Muirfield in the 2013 British Open.

“I’m right there,” he said. “I’ve got a chance at this, which is great.”
And he has company.
Kevin Chappell, who spent most of his round watching Spieth put on a show, birdied the 18th for a 67 

and was two shots behind.
Francesco Molinari had a 66 and will play in the third-to-last group with Woods. They were last together 

three weeks ago when Woods presented him the trophy at the Quicken Loans National after Molinari shot 
62 for an eight-shot victory.

Twelve players were separated by four shots, a group that includes Rory McIlroy, Tommy Fleetwood and 
Zach Johnson. They all dropped shots on a day when there was no time to be going backward. McIlroy 
was within two shots of the lead until bogeys on two of his last three holes for a 70 left him four behind.

Johnson, staying in the same house as Kisner, Spieth and four other Americans, hooked his approach 
on No. 12 and three-putted for a double bogey. He shot 72 and was in the group four behind. Joining 
them was Tommy Fleetwood, who dropped three shots in two holes on the back nine on his way to a 71.

Of the five players separated by three shots, only Spieth has experience winning a major. He will try to 
become the first player since Padraig Harrington in 2008 to win golf’s oldest championship in consecutive 
years.

His move started with a sudden decision.
The opening hole is 396 yards on the card, with the fairway getting narrow between two bunkers. Spi-

eth, who spent Saturday morning watching the Open on television, asked caddie Michael Greller on the 
practice range, “Do we like driver?”

Greller told him no. Play short and it’s a wedge to a front pin, easy birdie chance.
Spieth walked to the tee with coach Cameron McCormick and asked him, “How about I just send it on 

No. 1?”
“I felt good about the range session. And he’s like, ‘I put my chips behind anything you decide, always.’ 

And that kind of gave me that little extra boost,” Spieth said.
He stuffed his approach to 2 feet on No. 4 and made two short birdie putts until he came to the par-3 

16th, when his 5-iron settled 12 feet away for his longest putt of the day.
This is the 16th time he has been in at least a share of the lead in the majors in the five years he has 

been playing them on a regular basis. And it’s the first time he has had to look over his shoulder at Woods.
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Hamas accepts cease-fire after massive Israeli Gaza strikes

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Gaza’s militant Hamas rulers said Saturday they had accepted a cease-fire ending a 

massive Israeli onslaught on militant positions after a soldier was shot dead, once again pulling the sides 
back from the brink of a full-fledged war.

Israel and Hamas have fought three such wars over the past decade and Hamas agreed to the second 
such cease-fire in a week under heavy Egyptian and international pressure.

Even after last week’s cease-fire ended the fiercest exchange of rocket fire and Israeli airstrikes since 
the 2014 war, incendiary kites and balloons continued to float from Gaza into Israel, setting off damaging 
fires to farmlands. Israel has stepped up strikes since then to signal its new threshold for engagement 
after months of largely refraining to act.

Israel says it has no interest is engaging in another war with Hamas, but says it will no longer tolerate 
the Gaza militant campaign of flying the incendiary devices into Israel.

On Friday, a Palestinian sniper killed an Israeli soldier along the border — the first casualty it has sus-
tained in four years — and Israel unleashed an offensive it says destroyed more than 60 Hamas targets, 
including three battalion headquarters. Four Palestinians were killed, of which three were Hamas militants.

“The attack delivered a severe blow to the Hamas’ training array, command and control abilities, weap-
onry, aerial defense and logistic capabilities along with additional military infrastructure,” the Israeli military 
said in a statement, adding that the strikes “will intensify as necessary.”

Israel’s top leadership convened late into the night Friday at military headquarters to discuss potential 
actions.

In a brief statement early Saturday, Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said the movement accepted the 
cease-fire brokered by Egyptian and United Nations officials and that calm had been restored. Later, the 
Israeli military announced a return to civilian routine along the volatile border.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said Saturday he was “gravely concerned” about the escalation 
and called on both sides to step back from the prospect of another devastating conflict.

“Any further escalation will endanger the lives of Palestinians and Israelis alike, deepen the humanitarian 
catastrophe in Gaza and undermine current efforts to improve livelihoods,” he said.

The recent outburst of violence comes after months of near-weekly border protests organized by Hamas 
aimed in part at protesting the Israeli-Egyptian blockade of Gaza. Over 130 Palestinians have been killed 
by Israeli fire since the protests began on March 30.

Israel and Egypt have maintained a blockade on Gaza for over a decade in an attempt to weaken Hamas. 
The blockade has caused widespread economic hardship. Israel says the naval blockade is necessary to 
protect its citizens from weapons smuggling.

Israel says it is defending its sovereign border and accuses Hamas of using the protests as cover for 
attempts to breach the border fence and attack Israeli civilians and soldiers.

“Hamas terrorists opened fire today on Israelis. Those are not ‘protesters,’” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Emmanuel Nahshon wrote Friday on Twitter. “We will not tolerate attacks endangering Israelis. Under no 
circumstance.”

The Israeli retaliation Friday to the soldier’s killing was fierce, but Hamas’ response was far meeker with 
just a few projectiles launched that were intercepted by Israel.

Israel announced late Saturday that the casualty was Staff Sgt. Aviv Levi, a 21-year-old infantryman.

Democratic socialism surging in the age of Trump
By STEVE PEOPLES, Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — A week ago, Maine Democrat Zak Ringelstein wasn’t quite ready to consider 
himself a member of the Democratic Socialists of America, even if he appreciated the organization’s values 
and endorsement in his bid to become a U.S. senator.

Three days later, he told The Associated Press it was time to join up. He’s now the only major-party 
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Senate candidate in the nation to be a dues-paying democratic socialist.

Ringelstein’s leap is the latest evidence of a nationwide surge in the strength and popularity of an orga-
nization that, until recently, operated on the fringes of the liberal movement’s farthest left flank. As Donald 
Trump’s presidency stretches into its second year, democratic socialism has become a significant force in 
Democratic politics. Its rise comes as Democrats debate whether moving too far left will turn off voters.

“I stand with the democratic socialists, and I have decided to become a dues-paying member,” Ringel-
stein told AP. “It’s time to do what’s right, even if it’s not easy.”

There are 42 people running for offices at the federal, state and local levels this year with the formal 
endorsement of the Democratic Socialists of America, the organization says. They span 20 states, includ-
ing Florida, Hawaii, Kansas and Michigan.

The most ambitious Democrats in Washington have been reluctant to embrace the label, even as they 
embrace the policies defining modern-day democratic socialism: Medicare for all, a $15 minimum wage, 
free college tuition and the abolition of the federal department of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
also known as ICE.

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, Congress’ only self-identified democratic socialist, campaigned Friday with 
the movement’s newest star, New York City congressional candidate Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez, a 28-year-
old former bartender who defeated one of the most powerful House Democrats last month.

Her victory fed a flame that was already beginning to burn brighter. The DSA’s paid membership has 
hovered around 6,000 in the years before Trump’s election, said Allie Cohn, a member of the group’s 
national political team.

Last week, its paid membership hit 45,000 nationwide.
There is little distinction made between the terms “democratic socialism” and “socialism” in the group’s 

literature. While Ringelstein and other DSA-backed candidates promote a “big-tent” philosophy, the group’s 
constitution describes its members as socialists who “reject an economic order based on private profit” and 
“share a vision of a humane social order based on popular control of resources and production, economic 
planning, equitable distribution, feminism, racial equality and non-oppressive relationships.”

Members during public meetings often refer to each other “comrades,” wear clothing featuring socialist 
symbols like the rose and promote authors such as Karl Marx.

The common association with the failed Soviet Union has made it difficult for sympathetic liberals to 
explain their connection.

“I don’t like the term socialist, because people do associate that with bad things in history,” said Kansas 
congressional candidate James Thompson, who is endorsed by the DSA and campaigned alongside Sanders 
and Ocasio-Cortez, but is not a dues-paying democratic socialist. “There’s definitely a lot of their policies 
that closely align with mine.”

Thompson, an Army veteran turned civil rights attorney, is running again after narrowly losing a special 
election last year to fill the seat vacated by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. Even in deep-red Kansas, he 
embraces policies like “Medicare for all” and is openly critical of capitalism.

In Hawaii, 29-year-old state Rep. Kaniela Ing isn’t shy about promoting his status as a democratic social-
ist in his bid for Congress. He said he was encouraged to run for higher office by the same activist who 
recruited Ocasio-Cortez.

“We figured just lean in hard,” Ing told the AP of the democratic socialist label. He acknowledged some 
baby boomers may be scared away, but said the policies democratic socialists promote — like free health 
care and economic equality — aren’t extreme.

Republicans, meanwhile, are encouraged by the rise of democratic socialism — for a far different reason. 
They have seized on what they view as a leftward lurch by Democrats they predict will alienate voters this 
fall and in the 2020 presidential race.

The Republican National Committee eagerly notes that Sanders’ plan to provide free government-spon-
sored health care for all Americans had no co-sponsors in 2013. Today, more than one-third of Senate 
Democrats and two-thirds of House Democrats have signed onto the proposal, which by one estimate 
could cost taxpayers as much as $32 trillion.
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The co-sponsors include some 2020 presidential prospects, such as Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth War-

ren, New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker, New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and California Sen. Kamala Harris.
Those senators aren’t calling themselves democratic socialists but also not disassociating themselves 

from the movement’s priorities.
Most support the push to abolish ICE, which enforces immigration laws and led the Trump administra-

tion’s recent push to separate immigrant families at the U.S.-Mexico border.
Of the group, only Booker hasn’t called for ICE to be abolished, replaced or rebuilt. Yet Booker’s office 

notes that he’s among the few senators backing a plan to guarantee government-backed jobs to unem-
ployed adults in high-unemployment communities across America.

“Embracing socialist policies like government-run health care, a guaranteed jobs program and open 
borders will only make Democrats more out of touch,” RNC Chair Ronna Romney McDaniel said.

Despite Ocasio-Cortez’s recent success, most DSA-endorsed candidates have struggled.
Gayle McLaughlin finished eighth in last month’s Democratic primary to become California’s lieutenant 

governor, earning just 4 percent of the vote. All three endorsed candidates for Maryland’s Montgomery 
County Council lost last month as well. And Ryan Fenwick was blown out by 58 points in his run to become 
mayor of Louisville, Kentucky.

Ringelstein, a 32-year-old political neophyte, is expected to struggle in his campaign to unseat Maine 
Sen. Angus King, an independent who caucuses with Democrats. He is refusing to accept donations from 
lobbyists or corporate political action committees, which has made fundraising a grind. At the end of June, 
King’s campaign reported $2.4 million cash on hand while Ringelstein had just $23,000.

He has tapped into the party’s national progressive movement and the southern Maine chapter of the 
DSA for the kind of grassroots support that fueled Ocasio-Cortez’s victory. As he has done almost every 
month this year, Ringelstein attended the group’s monthly meeting at Portland’s city hall last Monday.

More than 60 people packed into the room. The group’s chairman, 25-year-old union organizer Meg Reilly, 
wore a T-shirt featuring three roses.

She cheered the “comrades” softball team’s recent season before moving to an agenda that touched on 
climate change legislation, a book share program “to further your socialist education,” and an exchange 
program that lets community members swap favors such as jewelry repair, pet sitting or cooking.

Near the end of the two-hour gathering, Ringelstein thanked the group for “standing shoulder to shoulder 
with us throughout this entire campaign.”

“We could win a U.S. Senate seat!” he said. “I want to say that over and over. We could win a U.S. Sen-
ate seat! So, let’s do this.”

French investigators raid home of Macron’s ex-bodyguard
PARIS (AP) — French investigators on Saturday raided the house of one of French President Emmanuel 

Macron’s former top security aides, a man who was caught on camera beating a young protester in May.
Alexandre Benalla’s involvement in the beating and questions about the government’s handling of the 

affair is turning into Macron’s biggest political crisis since he took office last year.
The presidential Elysee Palace fired bodyguard Benalla a day before police raided his home Saturday 

morning in the Parisian suburb of Issy-Les-Moulineaux, according to the Paris prosecutor’s office.
Benalla was identified earlier this week by the Le Monde newspaper for beating a young protester during 

May Day protests while wearing a police helmet. He and a second man are facing potential charges and 
are in police custody until Sunday.

Regular parliamentary work has been paralyzed for two days with questions about why it took 2 1/2 
months to inform judicial officials and why Benalla stayed in his post during that time. Questions over 
whether there was an official cover-up of his actions have also been raised, and whether Elysee employees 
have a measure of impunity not granted to others.

French Interior Minister Gerard Collomb will face questions from parliament next week to see if the 
government failed to properly discipline Benalla.
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Despite his official change to a desk job, Benalla was seen this month on the ground with police at sev-

eral high-profile events, including the return home Monday of France’s soccer World Cup-winning team, 
an event attended by hundreds of thousands.

The belated referral of the issue to judicial authorities and what was widely viewed as insufficient action 
at the time by the Elysee Palace has triggered a firestorm from the opposition.

Macron has continued to keep a low profile and has, thus far, not spoken about the events.

Analysts: Trump tariff threats unlikely to yield trade deals
By CHRISTOPER RUGABER and PAUL WISEMAN, AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON (AP) — With President Donald Trump intensifying his rift with U.S. trading partners, 
economists are growing more doubtful that any deal that might benefit American workers and companies 
is in sight.

Instead, many analysts say they expect the Trump administration to impose more tariffs on China and 
potentially other key U.S. trading partners. With those nations almost certain to retaliate, the result could 
be higher prices for Americans, diminished export sales and a weaker U.S. economy by next year.

In an interview with CNBC that aired Friday morning, Trump renewed his threat to ultimately slap tariffs 
on a total of $500 billion of imports from China — roughly equal to all the goods Beijing ships annually to 
the United States. The president has already imposed tariffs on $34 billion in Chinese goods, and Beijing 
has retaliated with tariffs on an equal amount of American exports. The White House has also itemized 
$200 billion of additional Chinese imports that it said may be subject to tariffs.

In addition, Trump has told the Commerce Department to investigate whether imported autos and auto 
parts threaten America’s national security — the same justification the president invoked to impose tariffs 
on steel and aluminum. If the answer is yes, the administration says it could slap 20 percent to 25 percent 
tariffs on $335 billion of auto imports. Higher car prices for American consumers would inevitably follow.

Analysts say they’re becoming more convinced that Trump’s multi-front trade fights aren’t merely a short-
term negotiating ploy. Rather, he may be prepared to wait as long as he feels it necessary to force other 
countries to adopt trade rules more favorable to the United States.

“People are underestimating what we’re headed for,” said Rod Hunter, a lawyer who served as a White 
House economic adviser under President George W. Bush. “He’s been saying since the ‘80s that trade 
deals are bad and we should have more tariffs, and that’s what we’re getting.”

Moody’s Analytics estimates that if the tariffs were imposed on autos and most Chinese imports and 
other countries retaliate as expected, annual U.S. growth would slow by 0.5 percentage point by mid-2019. 
It expects that 700,000 jobs would be lost.

Global markets have remained generally calm despite the eruption of a full-blown U.S.-China trade war 
and the other conflicts Trump has ignited. On Friday, the Dow Jones industrial closed down slightly.

“I’ve been surprised that up until now, markets seem overly sanguine about the risks” of a trade war 
between the world’s two biggest economies, said David Dollar, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution 
and a former official at the World Bank and U.S. Treasury Department.

Investors as a whole appear to accept the argument of Trump economic advisers, notably Larry Kudlow 
and Kevin Hassett, that the president’s threats will likely force China, the European Union, Canada, and 
Mexico to eventually negotiate better trade deals.

But many analysts are skeptical that Trump’s tactics will produce such an outcome. Rufus Yerxa, president 
of the National Foreign Trade Council and formerly deputy director general of the World Trade Organiza-
tion, said Trump appears to think that America’s trading partners will yield to pressure without securing 
any concessions in return.

“That isn’t how trade negotiations work,” Yerxa said.
China will likely retaliate if additional tariffs are imposed, economists note, rather than simply knuckle 

under. President Xi Jingping “cannot lose face with his own people by giving in to the United States,” Dol-
lar said.
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Philip Levy, a trade expert at the Chicago Council on Global Affairs and a former White House trade 

adviser, suggested that Chinese officials have been frustrated and confused by their previous failed ef-
forts to reach an agreement.

After Beijing offered this spring to buy more natural gas and farm goods from the U.S. to narrow the 
trade deficit, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the trade war was “on hold.” China also said it would 
reduce its auto tariffs from 25 percent to 15 percent.

Yet Trump soon intensified his tariff threats anyway.
“The Chinese are not clear what the United States wants,” said Scott Kennedy, who studies the Chinese 

economy at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. “They’ve received conflicting messages 
depending on who they speak with.”

The administration says it wants China to end the theft of intellectual property from U.S. companies and 
curb policies that require American and other foreign businesses to hand over technology in exchange for 
access to the Chinese market. Yet any such agreement would require extensive talks over how it would 
be implemented and verified.

“There’s no negotiating going on that I can see,” Dollar said.
In the CNBC interview that aired Friday, Trump reiterated his complaints about America’s gaping trade 

gap with China, even though reforming China’s technology policies wouldn’t likely narrow the trade deficit.
“We are being taken advantage of, and I don’t like it,” Trump said.
Economists note that Trump’s hard-nosed stance on trade runs deep. He has been denouncing other 

countries’ trade practices and urging retaliation for decades, dating to the 1980s, when Japan was regarded 
as America’s main global economic threat.

“You have to take seriously that (imposing tariffs) is what he really wants to do,” said Adam Posen, 
president of the Peterson Institute for International Economics.

In his CNBC interview Friday, Trump shrugged off the prospect that a trade war with China could cause 
the stock market to tumble.

“If it does, it does,” he said.

Astronaut drops in on Kraftwerk gig, plays duet from space
BERLIN (AP) — Kraftwerk fans are used to hearing otherworldly tunes, but the German electronic music 

pioneers took it to another level at a gig in Stuttgart.
Video posted Saturday by the European Space Agency shows German astronaut Alexander Gerst “drop-

ping in” for a live performance from the International Space Station.
Using a tablet computer with a virtual synthesizer, Gerst played a duet of Kraftwerk’s 1978 song “Spacelab” 

with the band Friday night to cheers from the audience.
He’s not the first space musician. Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield recorded a cover of David Bowie’s 

“Space Oddity” and played a duet with the Barenaked Ladies while 400 kilometers (250 miles) above the 
Earth in 2013.

American astronaut Ron McNair planned to play saxophone from orbit with Jean Michel Jarre in 1986 
but died in the Challenger tragedy.

___Video: https://youtu.be/rCQEzgtWv-E

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today is Sunday, July 22, the 203rd day of 2018. There are 162 days left in the year.
On July 22, 2011, Anders Breivik (AHN’-durs BRAY’-vihk), a self-described “militant nationalist,” massacred 

69 people at a Norwegian island youth retreat after detonating a bomb in nearby Oslo that killed eight 
others in the nation’s worst violence since World War II.

On this date: In 1587, an English colony fated to vanish under mysterious circumstances was established 
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on Roanoke Island off North Carolina.

In 1862, President Abraham Lincoln presented to his Cabinet a preliminary draft of the Emancipation 
Proclamation.

In 1916, 10 people were killed when a suitcase bomb went off during San Francisco’s Preparedness Day 
parade.

In 1934, bank robber John Dillinger was shot to death by federal agents outside Chicago’s Biograph 
Theater, where he had just seen the Clark Gable movie “Manhattan Melodrama.”

In 1937, the U.S. Senate rejected President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s proposal to add more justices to the 
Supreme Court.

In 1942, the Nazis began transporting Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto to the Treblinka concentration 
camp. Gasoline rationing involving the use of coupons began along the Atlantic seaboard.

In 1946, the militant Zionist group Irgun blew up a wing of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem, killing 91 
people.

In 1963, Sonny Liston knocked out Floyd Patterson in the first round of their rematch in Las Vegas to 
retain the world heavyweight title.

In 1975, the House of Representatives joined the Senate in voting to restore the American citizenship 
of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

In 1991, police in Milwaukee arrested Jeffrey Dahmer, who later confessed to murdering 17 men and 
boys (Dahmer ended up being beaten to death by a fellow prison inmate).

In 1992, Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar escaped from his luxury prison near Medellin (meh-deh-
YEEN’). (He was slain by security forces in December 1993.)

Ten years ago: Tropical Storm Dolly spun into a hurricane as it headed toward the U.S.-Mexico border. 
European Union foreign ministers agreed to toughen sanctions against Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe 
to pressure him to share power with the opposition. Actress Estelle Getty died in Los Angeles at age 84.

Five years ago: Frenzied crowds of Roman Catholics in Rio de Janeiro mobbed the car carrying Pope 
Francis as he returned to his home continent for the first time as pontiff, embarking on a seven-day visit. 
The Duchess of Cambridge, the former Kate Middleton, gave birth to a son, Prince George, who became 
third in line to the British throne after Prince Charles and Prince William. 2011 National League MVP Ryan 
Braun was suspended without pay for the rest of the season and the postseason, the start of sanctions 
involving players reportedly tied to a Florida clinic accused of distributing performance-enhancing drugs.

One year ago: Israel’s military fortified its troops in the West Bank and placed forces on high alert, a 
day after a Palestinian stabbed to death three members of an Israeli family. Violence resumed near the 
epicenter of the current crisis after hundreds of Muslim worshippers held evening prayers outside a Jeru-
salem holy site where Israel had imposed security measures following a deadly attack.

Today’s Birthdays: Former Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., is 95. Actor-comedian Orson Bean 
is 90. Author Tom Robbins is 86. Actress Louise Fletcher is 84. Rhythm-and-blues singer Chuck Jackson 
is 81. Actor Terence Stamp is 80. Game show host Alex Trebek is 78. Singer George Clinton is 77. Actor-
singer Bobby Sherman is 75. Former Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, is 75. Movie writer-director Paul 
Schrader is 72. Actor Danny Glover is 72. Singer Mireille Mathieu is 72. Actor-comedian-director Albert 
Brooks is 71. Rock singer Don Henley is 71. Movie composer Alan Menken is 69. Singer-actress Lonette 
McKee is 65. Jazz musician Al Di Meola is 64. Actor Willem Dafoe is 63. Rhythm-and-blues singer Keith 
Sweat is 57. Actress Joanna Going is 55. Actor Rob Estes is 55. Folk singer Emily Saliers (Indigo Girls) is 
55. Actor John Leguizamo is 54. Actor-comedian David Spade is 54. Actor Patrick Labyorteaux is 53. Rock 
musician Pat Badger is 51. Actress Irene Bedard is 51. Actor Rhys Ifans (rees EYE’-fanz) is 51. Actress Diana 
Maria Riva is 49. Actor Colin Ferguson is 46. Actor/singer Jaime Camil is 45. Retired NFL player Keyshawn 
Johnson is 46. Rock musician Daniel Jones is 45. Singer Rufus Wainwright is 45. Actress Franka Potente 
(poh-TEN’-tay) is 44. Actress A.J. Cook is 40. Actor Keegan Allen is 31. Actress Camila Banus is 28. Actress 
Selena Gomez is 26. Britain’s Prince George of Cambridge is five.

Thought for Today: “I hold that man is in the right who is most closely in league with the future.” — 
Henrik Ibsen, Norwegian dramatist (1828-1906).


