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Rounds Report: Time for Senate to Pass the Spending Cuts to 

Expired and Unnecessary Programs 
June 19, 2018

Today, I joined a number of my colleagues in a press conference to urge the Senate to pass President 
Trump’s rescissions package, which seeks to cut approximately $15 billion in unused, unspent funds, or 
funds that cannot be used for the original purpose Congress intended. While this legislation won’t fix our 
entire spending problem or dig us out of our $21 trillion debt, it does send a strong message that we 
are serious about getting our fiscal house in order and eliminating unnecessary spending by the federal 
government. 

Ultimately, our entire budget process needs to be reformed to truly get a handle on our budget crisis, 
but cutting $15 billion in unspent, unneeded spending is a commonsense step toward increasing our ac-
countability to American taxpayers. I urge my colleagues to support this rescissions package, which has 
already passed the House and is supported by the president.

Rounds Statement on Family Separation at Border
Agrees to cosponsor legislation to provide strong border security while keeping families 

intact during adjudication process
 
WASHINGTON—U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) today issued the following statement regarding the 

separation of families at the border:
 
“Nobody wants to see families separated. Attempting to illegally enter the country is a crime that jeop-

ardizes our national security. But we believe we can protect our borders while also showing compassion 
for the children who are in this situation through no fault of their own. The best course of action to stop 
family separation at the border is for Congress to act. There are already a number of commonsense 
solutions being considered that can both protect our borders and keep families intact, including the Cruz 
proposal which I have agreed to cosponsor.”
 

Rounds agreed to cosponsor the Protect Kids and Parents Act, a proposal by Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), 
which will:

 
·         Double the number of federal immigration judges, from roughly 375 to 750.
·         Authorize new temporary shelters, with accommodations to keep families together.
·         Mandate that illegal immigrant families must be kept together, absent aggravated criminal conduct 

or threat of harm to the children.
·         Provide for expedited processing and review of asylum cases, so that—within 14 days—those 

who meet the legal standards will be granted asylum, and those who do not will be immediately returned 
to their home countries.
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What does it mean to be a Doctor?

By Richard P. Holm MD
 
I think it is pertinent to this week’s topic of “ask anything” to pose the question: “What does it mean to 

be a doctor”?  This is especially apropos as a new crop of doctors will be graduating from medical school 
this spring.

 
Did you know that in order to enter into the profession of medicine, each new doctor must make a seri-

ous promise?  It is to profess or to give one’s solemn word to do the right thing in the name of all that 
is sacred, and this pledge is given in public for all to see and hear.  By the way, it is this professing or 
promising that is the basis for the word “profession”. 

 
In an issue of the medical journal Pharos, editor Edward Harris writes about the three parts to the 

promise.  First it has to do with valuing service to others over personal reward.  That means medicine is a 
profession that should not be undertaken with profit in mind.  I would state here that clearly most premed 
students do not go into medicine for profit, although there may be a few that do, and I see them as the 
least blessed of the profession.

 
Next, Harris points out that as a medical profession, we should be responsible for monitoring who are 

ethical and competent enough to graduate from medical school, to be licensed to practice, and to continue 
to practice. It is important to protect the public from unethical or incompetent physicians, and that is why 
we have a State Board of Medical Examiners. Finally, we profess to keep the sacred trust of a valuable 
body of knowledge, to continuously critique, question, and challenge that knowledge, and to pass it on in 
order to benefit every individual patient. 

 
Passing on knowledge is what we are trying to do with our television show On Call with the Prairie Doc®.  

That’s a promise. 
Watch On Call with the Prairie Doc® most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central on SDPTV and follow the Prairie 

Doc® on Facebook and YouTube for free and easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® library.
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The Lazy Farmers 4-H Club 
take care of the James Cem-
etery as one of its community 
service projects. Pictured 
here, at spring clean-up, 
are (in back) Logan Pear-
son, Jamesen Stange and 
Lexi Osterman; in front are 
Liza Krueger, Kayla Lehr, 
Alicia Davis, Jarrett Erdma-
nn, Tessa Erdmann, Cas-
sandra Townsend and Travis 
Townsend. On the mower is 
Lane Krueger. (Courtesy photo)

Lazy Farmers 4-H Club takes care of James Cemetery
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Wyatt Hagen, 

Lilly Davis, & Ali-
cia Davis turned 
on the bulbs for 
the “Ceremony 
of the Cross” 

A bulb was lit 
for each name 
read as we hon-
ored those who 
served. (Courtesy 

photo)

Christian Ehresmann (not pictured) & Alicia 
Davis -5th grade were Poetry Winners for 
the Columbia American Legion. Michael Her-
man- Guest Speaker & Retired Army Colonel 
& Executive Director of Boys & Girls Club at 
the Columbia Memorial Day Program. (Courtesy 

photo)

Columbia Memorial Day Program
Columbia held its Memorial Day Service on May 28, 

2018, at the Columbia Legion Hall.
The program started with the “Presentation of Col-

ors.” The welcome was given by Cara Dennert. Chris-
tine Davis had the “Invocation” and “Flag Pledge.”

The American Legion Auxiliary invited this year’s 
fifth grade poetry winners, Christian Ehresmann and 
Alicia Davis, to read their poems.

Guest speaker was Michael Herman, retired Army 
Colonel and Executive Director of the Boys and Girls 
Club in Aberdeen.

Kalee Dennert read the names for the Ceremony of 
the Cross,” while Alicia Davis, Lilly Davis and Wyatt 
Hagen turned on the light bulbs, recognizing each 
name read.

The program ended with the “Benediction” and the 
“Retiring of the Colors” with the playing of ‘Taps.”

The Columbia Legion also went to Bath Cemetery, 
Westport Cemetery, Houghton Cemetery, Columbia 
Lutheran Cemetery, Columbia Catholic Cemetery and 
Columbia City Cemetery. There, they put out white 
crosses, flags, did the gun salute and played “Taps” 
to honor all the veterans.

A potluck meal and visiting ended the service at 
the Columbia Legion Hall.

- Pam Davis
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Yard of the Week
The members of the Groton Garden Club have chosen the Tom and Patti Woods home at 

406 N Main as this week’s Yard of the Week. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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Today in Weather History 

June 20, 1957: An F2 tornado moved ENE from near Rockham to near Athol and Ashton. One person 
was killed as a mobile home was destroyed near the start of the path. Four barns were destroyed, and 
one house was unroofed.

Also on this day, an F5 tornado cut a swath through Fargo, North Dakota killing 10 and injuring at least 
103 people. This tornado was the northernmost confirmed F5 tornado until the Elie, Manitoba tornado on 
June 22, 2007. 

June 20, 1989: A meteorological “hot flash” hit Pierre. Descending air from collapsing thunderstorms 
caused the temperature in Pierre to warm from 86 degrees at midnight to 96 at one a.m. and to 104 at 
2 a.m. Pierre’s record high for the date of 105 degrees in 1974.

1682 - A major tornado ripped through southwestern Connecticut, passing through Stratford, Milford, 
and New Haven, and then into Long Island Sound. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

1921 - Circle, MT, received 11.5 inches of rain in 24 hours, a record for the state. The town of Circle 
received a total of 16.79 inches of rain that month to establish a rainfall record for any town in Montana 
for any month of the year. (The Weather Channel)

1928 - A farmer near Greensburg, KS, looked up into the heart of a tornado. He described its walls as 
rotating clouds lit with constant flashes of lightning and a strong gassy odor with a screaming, hissing 
sound . (The Weather Channel)

1964 - A squall line producing large hail swept through central Illinois. A second squall line moved through 
during the early morning hours of the 21st, and a third one moved through shortly after dawn. The series 
of hailstorms caused nine million dollars damage. Hailstones as large as grapefruit caused heavy damage 
to trees, utility lines, crops and buildings. The thunderstorms also produced as much as five inches of rain 
in an eight hour period. (David Ludlum)

1970: Nesbyen, Norway reached 96 degrees on this day, becoming the warmest temperature recorded 
in Norway.

1987 - Thunderstorms prevailed east of the Rockies, producing severe weather in the Central High 
Plains Region. Thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes in Colorado, and produced wind gusts to 70 mph 
at Goodland, KS. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Thirty-eight cities in the central U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date. Afternoon 
highs of 97 degrees at Flint, MI, and 104 degrees at Chicago, IL, equalled records for the month of June. 
Thunderstorms in North Dakota produced baseball size hail near Kief, and wind gusts to 100 mph near 
McGregor. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - An early morning thunderstorm produced wind gusts to 61 mph at Pierre, SD, and the hot thun-
derstorm winds raised the temperature from 86 degrees at midnight to 96 degrees by 1 AM, and 104 
degrees by 2 AM. Butte, MT, and Yellowstone Park, WY, reported snow that afternoon. (The National 
Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

2001: Large hail driven by strong thunderstorm winds raked Denver International and front-range airports. 
Wind gusting to 54 mph along with hail as large as 2 inches in diameter punched at least 14 thousand 
holes and cracks in the flat roofs of several buildings at Denver International Airport. Also, 93 planes and 
hundreds of cars were damaged. About 100 flights had to be canceled stranding 1500 travelers. The Air-
port was completely shut down for about 20 minutes. The storm also damaged ground avoidance radar 
used to track planes on the ground to prevent collisions. Damage was estimated at 10 million dollars not 
counting the cost to the 93 airliners. The storm moved south and struck Watkins Colorado with hail as 
large as 2 1/2 inches in diameter and winds gusting to 60 mph.



Wednesday, June 20, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 341 ~ 8 of 50

Groton Daily Independent

An area of low pressure over western South Dakota will gradually make its way southeast across the 
region, including the southern third of South Dakota today and tonight. Some areas could see over an 
inch of rainfall by Thursday morning. Also, high temperatures for some areas south in the region today 
will struggle to reach mid-June climate normals due to cloudy skies and periods of rain.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp:  79.7 F at 5:09 PM    
Low Outside Temp:  64.0 F at 5:42 AM   
Wind Chill: 
High Gust:  20.0 Mph at 1:00 PM    
Precip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 101° in 1988
Record Low: 34° in 1969
Average High: 79°F 
Average Low: 55°F 
Average Precip in June: 2.46
Precip to date in June: 1.42
Average Precip to date: 9.60
Precip Year to Date: 5.72
Sunset Tonight: 9:25 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:45 a.m.
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WHERE’S WORTH?

“What’s this diamond worth?” he asked the sales person.

“Well, it all depends,” came the reply.

“Depends on what?” he asked as though the sales person was playing a game with him.

“Many different things,” he responded. “Its size and weight, its cut and clarity to begin with. But in the 
end its worth depends on what you would pay for it.”

Worth is a purely personal thing. And the more desire we have for some “thing” the more we are willing 
to give something up for it or sacrifice to get it.

This section of Psalm 119 is very interesting. Its author has a burning desire to have a close relationship 
with God. His desire for this relationship is very clear: “Teach me...give me...direct me...turn my heart...” 
are pleas he makes to God to enable him to “live” God’s “words” in his life. He speaks of God’s decrees, 
His laws, His commands and His statues. And then he adds one very profound statement: “Turn my eyes 
away from worthless things, preserve my life according to Your word.” He realized the fact that his eyes 
were the gate into his mind and that the things he looked at were the things that could draw him away 
from God’s Word and turn his attention to things that are worthless and most often destructive.

Someone has wisely said that “What the eyes do not see, the heart does not crave. But what the eyes 
admire, the heart desires.”

Prayer: Help us, Heavenly Father, to keep our mind on Your words and our eyes focused on things 
above. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 119:36 Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

• Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round) 
• 11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion 

(Fall/Winter Months)
• 1/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm
• 4/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 5/4/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 5/27/2019 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to 

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)
• 6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)
• 6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove
• 6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)
• 9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/01/2018 Olive Grove Golf Course 2018 Holiday Party

• Best Ball Golf Tourney
• SDSU Golf Tourney 
• Sunflower Golf Tourney
• Santa Claus Day
• Fireman’s Stag 
• Tour of Homes
• Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
• School Events
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Sioux Falls using wasps to slow emerald ash borer
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Sioux Falls will soon unleash a new opponent in the fight against the destruc-

tive emerald ash borer.
The city will release wasps to combat the spread of the beetle that is expected to destroy more than 

80,000 trees in Sioux Falls in the next decade. The emerald ash borer was discovered in the city last month.
The Argus Leader reports South Dakota agriculture entomologist John Ball says the wasps prey on bor-

ers by laying eggs inside the beetles which die when the eggs are hatched.
The wasps will be provided by the U.S. Forest Service. Ball says the parasitoid species of wasps pose 

no threat to humans.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Tuesday:

Mega Millions
11-13-28-65-70, Mega Ball: 14, Megaplier: 3
(eleven, thirteen, twenty-eight, sixty-five, seventy; Mega Ball: fourteen; Megaplier: three)
Estimated jackpot: $175 million

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $151 million

Twin brothers reunited 74 years after WWII death at Normandy
By MARK D. CARLSON and VIRGINIA MAYO, Associated Press

COLLEVILLE-SUR-MER, France (AP) — For decades, he was known only as Unknown X-9352 at a World 
War II American cemetery in Belgium where he was interred.

On Tuesday, Julius Heinrich Otto “Henry” Pieper, his identity recovered, was laid to rest beside his twin 
brother in Normandy, 74 years after the two Navy men died together when their ship shattered while try-
ing to reach the blood-soaked D-Day beaches.

Six Navy officers in crisp white uniforms carried the flag-draped metal coffin bearing the remains of Julius 
to its final resting place, at the side of Ludwig Julius Wilhelm “Louie” Pieper at the Normandy American 
Cemetery and Memorial.

The two 19-year-olds from Esmond, South Dakota, died together on June 19, 1944, when their huge flat-
bottom ship hit an underwater mine as it tried to approach Utah Beach, 13 days after the D-Day landings.

While Louie’s body was soon found, identified and laid to rest, his brother’s remains were only recovered 
in 1961 by French salvage divers and not identified until 2017.

A lone bugler played taps as the casket was lowered in an end-of-day military ceremony attended by a 
half-dozen family members, closing a circle of loss. Each laid a red rose on the casket and two scattered 
American soil over it.

The Pieper twins, both radiomen second class, are the 45th pair of brothers at the cemetery, three of 
them memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the cemetery. But the Piepers are the only set of twins 
among the more than 9,380 graves, according to the American Battle Monuments Commission.

The cemetery, an immaculate field of crosses and Stars of David, overlooks the English Channel and 

News from the
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Omaha Beach, the bloodiest of the Normandy landing beaches of Operation Overlord, the first step in 
breaching Hitler’s stranglehold on France and Europe.

“They are finally together again, side by side, where they should be,” said their niece, Susan Lawrence, 
56, of Sacramento, California.

“They were always together. They were the best of friends,” Lawrence said. “Mom told me a story one 
time when one of the twins had gotten hurt on the job and the other twin had gotten hurt on the job, 
same day and almost the same time.”

The story of how the twins died and were being reunited reflects the daily courage of troops on a mis-
sion to save the world from the Nazis and the tenacity of today’s military to ensure that no soldier goes 
unaccounted for.

The Pieper twins, born of German immigrant parents, worked together for Burlington Railroad and en-
listed together in the Navy. Both were radio operators and both were on the same unwieldy flat-bottom 
boat, Landing Ship Tank Number 523 (LST-523), making the Channel crossing from Falmouth, England, to 
Utah Beach 13 days after the June 6 D-Day landings.

The LST-523 mission was to deliver supplies at the Normandy beachhead and remove the wounded. It 
never got there.

The vessel struck an underwater mine and sank off the coast. Of the 145 Navy crew members, 117 
were found perished. Survivors’ accounts speak of a major storm on the Channel with pitched waves that 
tossed the boat mercilessly before the explosion that shattered the vessel.

Louie’s body was laid to rest in what now is the Normandy American Cemetery. But the remains of Julius 
were only recovered in 1961 by French divers who found them in the vessel’s radio room. He was interred 
as an “Unknown” at the Ardennes American Cemetery in Neuville, Belgium, also devoted to the fallen of 
World War II, in the region that saw the bloody Battle of the Bulge.

Julius’ remains might have stayed among those of 13 other troops from the doomed LST-523 still resting 
unidentified at the Ardennes cemetery. But in 2017, a U.S. agency that tracks missing combatants using 
witness accounts and DNA testing identified him.

Lawrence, the niece, said the brothers had successfully made the trip across the English Channel on D-
Day itself, and “they had written my grandparents a letter saying, do not worry about us we are together.”

“My grandparents received that letter after they got word that they (their sons) had passed away,” she 
said.

The Pieper family asked that Louie’s grave in Normandy be relocated to make room for his twin brother 
at his side.

The last time the United States buried a soldier who fought in World War II was in 2005, at the Ardennes 
American Cemetery, according to the American Battle Monuments Commission.

___
Elaine Ganley in Paris contributed to this report.

2 killed in 2-vehicle crash near Milbank
MILBANK, S.D. (AP) — Two people are dead and another seriously injured after a two-vehicle crash near 

Milbank.
Authorities say a Chevrolet Equinox going north on South Dakota Highway 15 collided with a westbound 

dump truck at an intersection north of Milbank on Monday afternoon.
The two people in the Equinox — the 79-year-old male driver and his 71-year-old female passenger — 

were pronounced dead at a Milbank hospital. Authorities say the 82-year-old man who was driving the 
dump truck suffered life-threatening injuries and was airlifted to a Sioux Falls hospital.

All three people were wearing seat belts. Their names were not immediately released.
The South Dakota Highway Patrol is investigating.
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Some fear changes to state laws as US weighs pot medicine

By KATHLEEN FOODY and P. SOLOMON BANDA, Associated Press
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) — Some American parents who for years have used cannabis to treat 

severe forms of epilepsy in their children are feeling more cautious than celebratory as U.S. regulators 
near a decision on whether to approve the first drug derived from the marijuana plant.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is expected to issue a decision by the end of the month on the 
drug Epidiolex, made by GW Pharmaceuticals. It’s a purified form of cannabidiol — a component of can-
nabis that doesn’t get users high — to treat Dravet and Lennox-Gastaut syndromes in kids. Both forms 
of epilepsy are rare.

Cannabidiol’s effect on a variety of health conditions is frequently touted, but there is still little evidence 
to back up advocates’ personal experiences. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration has long cat-
egorized cannabis as a Schedule I drug, a category with “no currently accepted medical use and a high 
potential for abuse.” That strictly limits research on potential medical uses for cannabis or the chemicals 
in it, including cannabidiol, or CBD.

But for years, parents desperate to find anything to help their children have turned to the marijuana-
based products made legal by a growing number of states.

Meagan Patrick is among the parents using CBD to treat symptoms in their children. She moved from 
Maine to Colorado in 2014 so she could legally get CBD for her now-5-year-old daughter, Addelyn, who 
was born with a brain malformation that causes seizures.

“My child was dying, and we needed to do something,” Patrick said.
As for the potential approval of a pharmaceutical based on CBD, she said fear is her first reaction.
“I want to make sure that her right to continue using what works for her is protected, first and foremost. 

That’s my job as her mom,” Patrick said.
Advocates like Patrick became particularly concerned when GW Pharmaceuticals’ U.S. commercial business, 

Greenwich Biosciences, began quietly lobbying to change states’ legal definition of marijuana, beginning 
in 2017 with proposals in Nebraska and South Dakota.

Some worried the company’s attempt to ensure its product could be legally prescribed and sold by 
pharmacies would have a side effect: curtailing medical marijuana programs already operating in more 
than two dozen states.

The proposals generally sought to remove CBD from states’ legal definition of marijuana, allowing it to 
be prescribed by doctors and supplied by pharmacies. But the change only applies to products that have 
FDA approval.

Neither Nebraska nor South Dakota allows medical use of marijuana, and activists accused the company 
of trying to shut down future access to products containing cannabidiol but lacking FDA approval.

Britain-based GW Pharmaceuticals never intended for the changes to affect other marijuana products, but 
they are necessary to allow Epidiolex to be sold in pharmacies if approved, spokesman Stephen Schultz said.

He would not discuss other places where the company will seek changes to state law. The Associated 
Press confirmed that lobbyists representing Greenwich Biosciences backed legislation in California and 
Colorado this year.

“As a company, we understand there’s a significant business building up,” Schultz said. “All we want to 
do is make sure our product is accessible.”

Industry lobbyists in those states said they take company officials at their word, but they still insisted on 
protective language ensuring that recreational or medical marijuana, cannabidiol, hemp and other products 
derived from cannabis plants won’t be affected by the changes sought by GW Pharmaceuticals.

Patrick Goggin, an attorney who focuses on industrial hemp issues in California, said the company would 
run into trouble if it tried to “lock up access” to marijuana-derived products beyond FDA-approved drugs.

“People need to have options and choices,” he said. “That’s the battle here.”
Legal experts say the changes are logical. Some states’ laws specifically prohibit any product derived from 

the marijuana plant from being sold in pharmacies. The FDA has approved synthetic versions of another 
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cannabis ingredient for medical purposes but has never approved marijuana or hemp for any medical use.

A panel of FDA advisers in April unanimously recommended the agency approve Epidiolex for the treat-
ment of severe seizures in children with epilepsy, conditions that are otherwise difficult to treat. It’s not 
clear why CBD reduces seizures in some patients, but the panel based its recommendation on three studies 
showing significant reduction in children with two forms of epilepsy.

Denver-based attorney Christian Sederberg, who worked on the GW Pharmaceuticals-backed legislation 
in Colorado on behalf of the marijuana industry, said all forms of marijuana can exist together.

“The future of the industry is showing itself here,” Sederberg said. “There’s going to be the pharmaceu-
tical lane, the nutraceutical (food-as-medicine) lane, the adult-use lane. This shows how that’s all coming 
together.”

Alex and Jenny Inman said they won’t switch to Epidiolex if it becomes available, though their son Lukas 
has Lennox-Gastaut syndrome.

Alex, an information technology professional, and Jenny, a preschool teacher, said it took some at-home 
experimentation to find the right combination of doctor-prescribed medication, CBD and THC — the com-
ponent that gives marijuana users a high — that seemed to help Lukas with his seizures.

“What makes me a little bit nervous about this is that there’s sort of a psyche amongst patients that, 
‘Here’s this pill, and this pill will solve things,’ right? It works differently for different people,” Alex Inman said.

The Inmans moved from Maryland to Colorado in 2015 after doctors recommended a second brain 
surgery for Lukas’ seizures. The couple and other parents and advocates for CBD said children respond 
differently to a variety of strains.

The Realm of Caring Foundation, an organization co-founded by Paige Figi, whose daughter Charlotte’s 
name is attached to the CBD oil Charlotte’s Web, said it maintains a registry of about 46,000 people 
worldwide who use CBD.

For Heather Jackson, who said her son Zaki, now 15, benefited from CBD and who co-founded the foun-
dation, Epidiolex’s approval means insurers will begin paying for treatment with a cannabis-derived product.

“That might be a nice option for some families who, you know, really want to receive a prescription who 
are going to only listen to the person in the white coat,” Jackson said.

____
Banda and Foody are members of members of AP’s marijuana beat team. Follow them at Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/psbanda and http://twitter.com/katiefoody . Find complete AP marijuana coverage here: 
http://apnews.com/tag/LegalMarijuana

Sioux Falls mayor suggests park safety upgrades after review
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Sioux Falls officials are proposing a designated viewing area and other safety 

improvements at a park where a 5-year-old drowned three months ago.
Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken has recommended that Falls Park implement viewing platforms, railings, 

additional safety assessments and more safety signage at park entrances, the Argus Leader reported. 
The move follows a review of the safety protocols in place when a child died in March after falling into 
the Big Sioux River.

Maggie Zaiger, 5, marks the third person to have drowned at the park since 2013.
The review’s recommendations could “effectively reduce the risks created by extreme conditions without 

diminishing the natural beauty of the park” or putting a financial burden on taxpayers, said James Moore, 
an attorney with the firm hired to conduct the safety analysis.

The review, commissioned by the city’s insurance company, found that foam buildup in the Big Sioux 
River near a pedestrian bridge obscures the edge of rocks and the steep drop into the water.

Building a viewing area and safety railings could allow visitors to experience the rapid water while deter-
ring them from being on the rocks, according to the report. The viewing platforms and railings could be 
constructed this year and cost about $300,000, the review estimated.

The proposed signage should also warn visitors that foam may obscure rocks and not to cross the rail-
ing and platform.
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The review also suggested hiring a third-party consulting firm to conduct a formal, on-site risk assess-

ment at the park.
T.J. Nelson, the mayor’s deputy chief of staff, said the administration will recommend using surplus 

money from the 2017 budget to begin the safety enhancements.
The city’s Parks and Recreation Department will brief City Council on the review Tuesday. It’s up to the 

council to decide whether to pursue any of the recommendations.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

APNewsBreak: Youngest migrants held in ‘tender age’ shelters
By GARANCE BURKE AND MARTHA MENDOZA, Associated Press

Trump administration officials have been sending babies and other young children forcibly separated 
from their parents at the U.S.-Mexico border to at least three “tender age” shelters in South Texas, The 
Associated Press has learned.

Lawyers and medical providers who have visited the Rio Grande Valley shelters described play rooms 
of crying preschool-age children in crisis. The government also plans to open a fourth shelter to house 
hundreds of young migrant children in Houston, where city leaders denounced the move Tuesday.

Since the White House announced its zero tolerance policy in early May, more than 2,300 children have 
been taken from their parents at the U.S.-Mexico border, resulting in a new influx of young children requir-
ing government care. The government has faced withering critiques over images of some of the children 
in cages inside U.S. Border Patrol processing stations.

Decades after the nation’s child welfare system ended the use of orphanages over concerns about the 
lasting trauma to children, the administration is starting up new institutions to hold Central American tod-
dlers that the government separated from their parents.

“The thought that they are going to be putting such little kids in an institutional setting? I mean it is 
hard for me to even wrap my mind around it,” said Kay Bellor, vice president for programs at Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service, which provides foster care and other child welfare services to migrant 
children. “Toddlers are being detained.”

Bellor said shelters follow strict procedures surrounding who can gain access to the children in order to 
protect their safety, but that means information about their welfare can be limited.

By law, child migrants traveling alone must be sent to facilities run by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services within three days of being detained. The agency then is responsible for placing the 
children in shelters or foster homes until they are united with a relative or sponsor in the community as 
they await immigration court hearings.

But U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ announcement last month that the government would criminally 
prosecute everyone who crosses the U.S.-Mexico border illegally has led to the breakup of migrant families 
and sent a new group of hundreds of young children into the government’s care.

The United Nations, some Democratic and Republican lawmakers and religious groups have sharply 
criticized the policy, calling it inhumane.

Not so, said Steven Wagner, an official with the Department of Health and Human Services.
“We have specialized facilities that are devoted to providing care to children with special needs and 

tender age children as we define as under 13 would fall into that category,” he said. “They’re not govern-
ment facilities per se, and they have very well-trained clinicians, and those facilities meet state licensing 
standards for child welfare agencies, and they’re staffed by people who know how to deal with the needs 
— particularly of the younger children.”

Until now, however, it’s been unknown where they are.
“In general we do not identify the locations of permanent unaccompanied alien children program facili-

ties,” said agency spokesman Kenneth Wolfe.
The three centers — in Combes, Raymondville and Brownsville — have been rapidly repurposed to serve 
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needs of children including some under 5. A fourth, planned for Houston, would house up to 240 children 
in a warehouse previously used for people displaced by Hurricane Harvey, Mayor Sylvester Turner said.

Turner said he met with officials from Austin-based Southwest Key Programs, the contractor that oper-
ates some of the child shelters, to ask them to reconsider their plans. A spokeswoman for Southwest Key 
didn’t immediately reply to an email seeking comment.

“And so there comes a point in time we draw a line and for me, the line is with these children,” said 
Turner during a news conference Tuesday.

On a practical level, the zero tolerance policy has overwhelmed the federal agency charged with caring 
for the new influx of children who tend to be much younger than teens who typically have been traveling 
to the U.S. alone. Indeed some recent detainees are infants, taken from their mothers.

Doctors and lawyers who have visited the shelters said the facilities were fine, clean and safe, but the 
kids — who have no idea where their parents are — were hysterical, crying and acting out.

“The shelters aren’t the problem, it’s taking kids from their parents that’s the problem,” said South Texas 
pediatrician Marsha Griffin who has visited many.

Alicia Lieberman, who runs the Early Trauma Treatment Network at University of California, San Francisco, 
said decades of study show early separations can cause permanent emotional damage.

“Children are biologically programmed to grow best in the care of a parent figure.  When that bond is 
broken through long and unexpected separations with no set timeline for reunion, children respond at the 
deepest physiological and emotional levels,” she said. “Their fear triggers a flood of stress hormones that 
disrupt neural circuits in the brain, create high levels of anxiety, make them more susceptible to physical 
and emotional illness, and damage their capacity to manage their emotions, trust people, and focus their 
attention on age-appropriate activities.”

Days after Sessions announced the zero-tolerance policy, the government issued a call for proposals 
from shelter and foster care providers to provide services for the new influx of children taken from their 
families after journeying from Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala and Mexico.

As children are separated from their families, law enforcement agents reclassify them from members 
of family units to “unaccompanied alien children.” Federal officials said Tuesday that since May, they have 
separated 2,342 children from their families, rendering them unaccompanied minors in the government’s 
care.

While Mexico is still the most common country of origin for families arrested at the border, in the last 
eight months Honduras has become the fastest-growing category as compared to fiscal year 2017.

During a press briefing Tuesday, reporters repeatedly asked for an age breakdown of the children who 
have been taken. Officials from both law enforcement and Health and Human Services said they didn’t 
know how many children were under 5, under 2, or even so little they’re non-verbal.

“The facilities that they have for the most part are not licensed for tender age children,” said Michelle 
Brane, director of migrant rights at the Women’s Refugee Commission, who met with a 4-year-old girl in 
diapers in a McAllen warehouse where Border Patrol temporarily holds migrant families. “There is no model 
for how you house tons of little children in cots institutionally in our country. We don’t do orphanages, our 
child welfare has recognized that is an inappropriate setting for little children.”

So now, the government has to try to hire more caregivers.
The recent call for proposals by the federal government’s Office of Refugee Resettlement said it was 

seeking applicants who can provide services for a diverse population “of all ages and genders, as well as 
pregnant and parenting teens.”

Even the policy surrounding what age to take away a baby is inconsistent. Customs and Border Protec-
tion field chiefs over all nine southwest border districts can use their discretion over how young is too 
young, officials said. And while Health and Human Services defines “tender age” typically as 12 and under, 
Customs and Border Protection has at times defined it as 5 and under.

For 30 years, Los Fresnos, Texas-based International Education Services ran emergency shelters and 
foster care programs for younger children and pregnant teens who arrived in the U.S. as unaccompanied 
minors. At least one resident sued for the right to have an abortion in a high-profile case last March.
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For reasons the agency did not explain, three months ago the government’s refugee resettlement office 

said it was ending their funding to the program and transferred all children to other facilities. This came 
weeks before the administration began its “zero tolerance” policy, prompting a surge in “tender age” mi-
grant children needing shelter.

In recent days, members of Congress have been visiting the shelters and processing centers, or watching 
news report about them, bearing witness to the growing chaos. In a letter sent to Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions on Tuesday, a dozen Republican senators said separating families isn’t consistent with American 
values and ordinary human decency.

On Tuesday, a Guatemalan mother who hasn’t seen her 7-year-old son since he was taken from her a 
month ago sued the Trump administration. Beata Mariana de Jesus Mejia-Mejia was released from custody 
while her asylum case is pending and thinks her son, Darwin, might be in a shelter in Arizona.

“I only got to talk to him once and he sounded so sad. My son never used to sound like that, he was 
such a dynamic boy,” Mejia-Mejia said as she wept. “I call and call and no one will tell me where he is.”

___
Colleen Long contributed from New York.

House GOP gets little direction from Trump on immigration
By LISA MASCARO and ALAN FRAM, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump told House Republicans he is “1,000 percent” behind 
their rival immigration bills, providing little clear direction for party leaders searching for a way to defuse 
the escalating controversy over family separations at the southern border.

And it’s uncertain if Trump’s support will be enough to push any legislation through the divided GOP 
majority.

GOP lawmakers, increasingly fearful of a voter backlash in November, met with Trump for about an hour 
Tuesday at the Capitol to try to find a solution that both holds to Trump’s hard-line immigration policy 
and ends the practice of taking migrant children from parents charged with entering the country illegally. 
Many lawmakers say Trump could simply reverse the administration’s “zero tolerance” policy and keep 
families together.

While Trump held firm to his tough immigration stance in an earlier appearance Tuesday, he acknowl-
edged during the closed-door meeting that the coverage of family separations is taking a toll. Trump said 
his daughter, Ivanka, had told him the situation with the families looks bad, one lawmaker said.

“He said, ‘Politically, this is bad,’” said Rep. Randy Weber, R-Texas. “It’s not about the politics, this is the 
right thing to do.”

But Trump touched on many topics during the meeting, including his historic meeting with the North 
Korean Kim Jong Un. He praised a few GOP lawmakers by name for defending him on TV, according to 
one Republican in the room. And he took a jab at Rep. Mark Sanford, congratulating the South Carolina 
Republican on his recent campaign, according to others granted anonymity to discuss the private meet-
ing. Sanford, a frequent Trump critic, lost after his GOP primary opponent highlighted his criticism of the 
president.

As Trump walked out of the session in the Capitol basement, he was confronted by about a half-dozen 
House Democrats, who yelled, “Stop separating our families!”

Later in the day, protesters heckled Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen as she ate dinner at 
a Mexican restaurant in Washington, chanting “Shame!” and “End family separation!”

A department spokesman tweeted that during a work dinner, the secretary and her staff heard from a 
small group of protesters who “share her concern with our current immigration laws.”

Leaders in both the House and Senate are struggling to shield the party’s lawmakers from the public 
outcry over images of children taken from migrant parents and held in cages at the border. But they are 
running up against Trump’s shifting views on specifics and his determination, according to advisers, not 
to look soft on his signature immigration issue, the border wall.
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Rep. Kristi Noem, R-S.D., said Trump told lawmakers he “would continue to support the legislation, and 

that people shouldn’t be worried that he would change his mind.” She said it was a light moment. “Ev-
erybody laughed.”

Even if Republicans manage to pass an immigration bill through the House, which is a tall order, the fight 
is all but certain to fizzle in the Senate.

Sen. Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader from New York, is adamant that Trump can end the family 
separations on his own and that legislation is not needed.

Without Democratic support, Republicans cannot muster the 60 votes needed to move forward on leg-
islation.

Schumer said with most Americans against family separations, it’s Republicans “feeling the heat on this 
issue, and that’s why they’re squirming.”

In the House, GOP leaders scrambled Tuesday to produce a revised version of the broader immigration 
bill that would keep children in detention longer than now permitted — but with their parents.

The major change unveiled Tuesday would loosen rules that now limit the amount of time minors can 
be held to 20 days, according to a GOP source familiar with the measure. Instead, the children could be 
detained indefinitely with their parents.

The revision would also give the Department of Homeland Security the authority to use $7 billion in 
border technology funding to pay for family detention centers, said the person, who was not authorized 
to discuss the matter by name and commented only on condition of anonymity.

In the Senate, meanwhile, Republicans are rallying behind a different approach. Theirs is narrow legisla-
tion proposed by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, that would allow detained families to stay together in custody 
while expediting their hearings and possible deportation proceedings.

Cruz’s bill would double the number of federal immigration judges, authorize new temporary shelters to 
house migrant families and limit the processing of asylum cases to no more than 14 days — a goal im-
migrant advocates say would be difficult to meet.

“While cases are pending, families should stay together,” tweeted Cruz, who is in an unexpectedly tough 
re-election battle.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., told reporters he’s reaching out to Democrats for bipar-
tisan backing.

The family separation issue boiled over Tuesday at a House hearing on an unrelated subject, when pro-
testers with babies briefly shut down proceedings.

Maryland Rep. Elijah Cummings, the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, pleaded with Republicans on the panel to “stand up” to Trump.

Under the administration’s current policy, all unlawful crossings are referred for prosecution — a process 
that moves adults to the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service and sends many children to facilities run 
by the Department of Health and Human Services. Under the Obama administration, such families were 
usually referred for civil deportation proceedings, not requiring separation.

More than 2,300 minors were separated from their families at the border from May 5 through June 9, 
according to the Department of Homeland Security.

The national outcry has roiled midterm election campaigns, emboldening Democrats while putting Re-
publicans on the defensive.

Top conservatives, including key Trump allies, have introduced bills to keep the migrant families together. 
Rep. Mark Meadows of North Carolina, a leader of the conservative Freedom Caucus, said he has intro-
duced a measure that “becomes a backup proposal” if others fail.

The House is to vote later this week on two bills that address broader immigration issues to protect 
young immigrant “Dreamers,” who have been living in the U.S. illegally since childhood, from deportation 
and fund Trump’s border wall.

But outlook for passage is dim. One conservative measure is expected to fail. And it’s unclear if Trump’s 
backing will help the compromise legislation that GOP leaders negotiated with moderate Republicans. Rep. 
Steve Scalise of Lousiana, the GOP whip, told reporters he thought it had enough support to pass. Votes 
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are expected Thursday.

Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa.,a  member of the House Freedom Caucus, says he doesn’t like compromise bill 
“because it’s all compromising in one direction.”

Perry was not at the meeting with Trump, but said he doubts the president’s words will affect his position.
“Well, good for him, but he’s not running for Congress.”
___
Associated Press writers Jonathan Lemire, Jill Colvin, Ken Thomas, Matthew Daly and Mary Clare Jalonick 

contributed to this report.
___
See AP’s complete coverage of the debate over the Trump administration’s policy of family separation 

at the border: https://apnews.com/tag/Immigration

South Korea leader urges denuclearization steps from North
By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN, Associated Press

BEIJING (AP) — South Korea’s president urged North Korea on Wednesday to present a plan with concrete 
steps toward denuclearization, raising the pressure on its leader Kim Jong Un during his visit to Beijing to 
discuss the outcome of his summit with U.S. President Donald Trump.

Kim left for Pyongyang later in the day after making his third visit to China this year, according to China’s 
official Xinhua News Agency, underscoring the major improvement in relations between the communist 
neighbors.

Xinhua said Kim met Chinese President Xi Jinping for a second day of talks on Wednesday and cited Kim 
as saying the visit was an opportunity to “deepen the friendship” between the two leaders and advance 
bilateral ties.

Kim earlier visited an agricultural technology park and rail traffic control center, accompanied by Beijing’s 
top official, Cai Qi, Xinhua said.

Kim’s motorcade was seen leaving the North Korean Embassy on Wednesday afternoon as police closed 
off major roads and intersections in central Beijing. Gawking pedestrians watched the passing motorcade 
that included Kim’s limousine — a black Mercedes-Benz Maybach with gold emblems on the rear doors — 
as well as several minibuses and 15 motorcycle police clad in white suits.

The motorcade traveled to Beijing’s airport, where the limousine entered the charter flight terminal.
In Seoul, South Korean President Moon Jae-in urged North Korea to present actionable plans on how it 

will scrap its nuclear program, and for the United States to swiftly take unspecified corresponding measures.
“It’s necessary for North Korea to present far more concrete denuclearization plans, and I think it’s 

necessary for the United States to swiftly reciprocate by coming up with comprehensive measures,” Moon 
said. Moon’s office said he made the remarks to Russian media ahead of his trip to Moscow later this week.

Moon, who has met with Kim twice in recent months, said the North Korean leader is willing to give up 
his nuclear program and focus on economic development if he’s provided with a reliable security guaran-
tee. Moon described Kim as “forthright,” ‘’careful” and “polite.”

China backs the North’s call for a “phased and synchronous” approach to denuclearization, as opposed 
to Washington’s demand for an instant, total and irreversible end to the North’s nuclear programs.

A report by North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency said Kim expressed his gratitude to 
Chinese President Xi Jinping for China’s support when they met on Tuesday. KCNA said Kim told Xi at a 
welcoming banquet that North Korea-China ties are developing into “unprecedentedly special relations.”

At his summit with Trump last week in Singapore, Kim pledged to work toward denuclearization in 
exchange for U.S. security guarantees. The U.S. and South Korea also suspended a major joint military 
exercise that was planned for August in what was seen as a major victory for North Korea and its chief 
allies, China and Russia.

China has touted the prospects of more trade and investment if North Korea makes progress in talks 
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on abandoning its nuclear weapons and long-range missile programs.

That could allow the lifting of U.N. Security Council economic sanctions that have hamstrung North 
Korea’s foreign trade, although the U.S. insists those measures can only be eased after the North shows 
it has ended its nuclear programs. The U.S. says China is in agreement on that point, although Chinese 
officials say sanctions should not be an end in themselves.

___
Associated Press journalists Sam McNeil and Gerry Shih in Beijing and Hyung-jin Kim and Yong Jun Chang 

in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this report.

No clear plan yet on how to reunite parents with children
By NOMAAN MERCHANT and COLLEEN LONG, Associated Press

MCALLEN, Texas (AP) — Trump administration officials say they have no clear plan yet on how to reunite 
the thousands of children separated from their families at the border since the implementation of a zero-
tolerance policy in which anyone caught entering the U.S. illegally is criminally prosecuted.

“This policy is relatively new,” said Steven Wagner, an acting assistant secretary at the Department of 
Health and Human Services “We’re still working through the experience of reunifying kids with their par-
ents after adjudication.”

Federal officials say there are some methods parents can use to try to find their children: hotlines to call 
and an email address for those seeking information. But advocates say it’s not that simple.

In a courtroom near the Rio Grande, lawyer Efren Olivares and his team with the Texas Civil Rights 
Project frantically scribble down children’s names, birthdates and other details from handcuffed men and 
women waiting for court to begin. There are sometimes 80 of them in the same hearing.

The Texas Civil Rights Project works to document the separations in the hopes of helping them reunite 
with the children.

They have one hour to collect as much information as they can before the hearing begins. The immigrants 
plead guilty to illegally entering the U.S., and they are typically sent either to jail or directly to an immigra-
tion detention center. At this point, lawyers with the civil rights group often lose access to the detainees.

“If we don’t get that information, then there’s no way of knowing that child was separated,” Olivares said. 
“No one else but the government will know that the separation happened if we don’t document it there.”

Olivares has documented more than 300 cases of adults who have been separated from a child. Most 
are parents, but some are older siblings, aunts, uncles or grandparents. Some are illiterate and don’t know 
how to spell the children’s names.

More than 2,000 minors have been separated from their families since early May. The children are put into 
the custody of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services with the aim of keeping them as close 
to their parents as possible and reuniting the family after the case goes through the courts, said Wagner.

But it’s not clear that’s working.
According to Olivares, the agency is generally “very willing to help,” often helping to find a child even 

if there’s a misspelling in the group’s records. But if a child has been transferred out of a government 
shelter — including if the child has been deported — agency representatives won’t give any information.

“Sometimes the parent gives us contact information for a relative,” Olivares said. “If they have the phone 
number right and the phone number is working ... we call that number and sometimes we’re able to locate 
that relative and ask them what they know.”

In May, the Department of Justice adopted the zero-tolerance policy in which anyone caught entering 
the U.S. illegally is criminally prosecuted. Children can’t be jailed with their parents. Instead, after the adult 
is charged, children are held briefly by Homeland Security officials before being transferred to Health and 
Human Services, which operates more than 100 shelters for minors in 17 states.

The department has set up new facilities to manage the influx of children, and Wagner said they were 
prepared to expand as more children come into custody.

The children are classified as unaccompanied minors, a legal term generally used for children who cross 
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the border alone and have a possible sponsor in the U.S. willing to care for them. Most of the more than 
10,000 children in shelters under HHS care came to the U.S. alone and are waiting to be placed with fam-
ily members living in the U.S.

But these children are different — they arrived with their families.
“They should just give the kids back to their parents. This isn’t difficult,” said Lee Gelernt of the American 

Civil Liberties Union.
Gelernt represents a Brazilian asylum seeker in a closely watched lawsuit that seeks a nationwide halt to 

family separation. The woman, identified as Mrs. C in court documents, was split from her son for nearly 
a year after entering the country illegally in August near Santa Teresa, New Mexico.

On Tuesday, Olivares’ team had seven people left to interview with five minutes left. They took down 
just the names, dates of birth, and countries of origin of the children.

“One woman (said), ‘What about me, what about me?’” Olivares said a few hours later. “She wanted to 
give us information because she realized what we were trying to do.”

___
Associated Press writer Elliot Spagat contributed to this report.

US leaving UN’s Human Rights Council, cites anti-Israel bias
By MATTHEW LEE and JOSH LEDERMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States is leaving the United Nations’ Human Rights Council, which 
Ambassador Nikki Haley called “an organization that is not worthy of its name.” It’s the latest withdrawal 
by the Trump administration from an international institution.

Haley said Tuesday the U.S. had given the human rights body “opportunity after opportunity” to make 
changes. She lambasted the council for “its chronic bias against Israel” and lamented the fact that its 
membership includes accused human rights abusers such as China, Cuba, Venezuela and Congo.

“We take this step because our commitment does not allow us to remain a part of a hypocritical and 
self-serving organization that makes a mockery of human rights,” Haley said.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, appearing alongside Haley at the State Department, said there was no 
doubt that the council once had a “noble vision.”

But today we need to be honest,” Pompeo said. “The Human Rights Council is a poor defender of hu-
man rights.”

The announcement came just a day after the U.N. human rights chief, Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, denounced 
the Trump administration for separating migrant children from their parents. But Haley cited longstanding 
U.S. complaints that the 47-member council is biased against Israel. She had been threatening the pull-out 
since last year unless the council made changes advocated by the U.S.

“Regrettably, it is now clear that our call for reform was not heeded,” Haley said.
Still, she suggested the decision need not be permanent, adding that if the council did adopt reforms, 

“we would be happy to rejoin it.” She said the withdrawal notwithstanding, the U.S. would continue to 
defend human rights at the United Nations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office called the U.S. decision “courageous,” calling it “an 
unequivocal statement that enough is enough.”

The move extends a broader Trump administration pattern of stepping back from international agree-
ments and forums under the president’s “America First” policy. Although numerous officials have said re-
peatedly that “America First does not mean America Alone,” the administration has retreated from multiple 
multilateral accords and consensuses since it took office.

Since January 2017, it has announced its withdrawal from the Paris climate accord, left the U.N. edu-
cational and cultural organization and pulled out of the Iran nuclear deal. Other contentious moves have 
included slapping tariffs on steel and aluminum against key trading partners, recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and moving the U.S. Embassy there from Tel Aviv.

Opposition to the decision from human rights advocates was swift. A group of 12 organizations including 
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Save the Children, Freedom House and the United Nations Association-USA said there were “legitimate 
concerns” about the council’s shortcomings but that none of them warranted a U.S. exit.

“This decision is counterproductive to American national security and foreign policy interests and will 
make it more difficult to advance human rights priorities and aid victims of abuse around the world,” the 
organizations said in a joint statement.

Added Kenneth Roth, the executive director of Human Rights Watch: “All Trump seems to care about 
is defending Israel.”

On Twitter, al-Hussein, the U.N. human rights chief, said it was “Disappointing, if not really surprising, 
news. Given the state of #HumanRights in today’s world, the US should be stepping up, not stepping back.”

And the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank close to the Trump administration, defended 
the move, calling the council “notably incurious about the human rights situations in some of the world’s 
most oppressive countries.” Brett Schaefer, a senior fellow, pointed out that Trump could have withdrawn 
immediately after taking office but instead gave the council 18 months to make changes.

Haley has been the driving force behind withdrawing from the human rights body, unprecedented in the 
12-year history of the council. No country has ever dropped out voluntarily. Libya was kicked out seven 
years ago.

The move could reinforce the perception that the Trump administration is seeking to advance Israel’s 
agenda on the world stage, just as it prepares to unveil its long-awaited Israeli-Palestinian peace plan 
despite Palestinian outrage over the embassy relocation. Trump’s son-in-law and senior adviser, Jared 
Kushner, is visiting the Middle East this week as the White House works to lay the groundwork for unveil-
ing the plan.

Israel is the only country in the world whose rights record comes up for discussion at every council ses-
sion, under “Item 7” on the agenda. Item 7 on “Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories” has been 
part of the council’s regular business almost as long as it has existed.

The United States’ current term on the council ends next year. Although the U.S. could have remained a 
non-voting observer on the council, a U.S. official said it was a “complete withdrawal” and that the United 
States was resigning its seat “effective immediately.” The official wasn’t authorized to comment publicly 
and insisted on anonymity.

That means the council will be left without one of its traditional defenders of human rights. In recent 
months, the United States has participated in attempts to pinpoint rights violations in places like South 
Sudan, Congo and Cambodia.

The U.S. pullout was bound to have ripple effects for at least two countries at the council: China and 
Israel. The U.S., as at other U.N. organizations, is Israel’s biggest defender. At the rights council, the United 
States has recently been the most unabashed critic of rights abuses in China — whose growing economic 
and diplomatic clout has chastened some other would-be critics, rights advocates say.

The Chinese government expressed regret over Washington’s decision to pull out of the council. In 
Beijing, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesman said the council is “an important platform” for countries to 
discuss human rights and that Beijing has been committed to supporting the group’s work.

But the Chinese government is often accused by Western countries of human rights violations and by 
rights groups of seeking to undermine the mechanisms of the U.N. human rights council. In March, a 
Chinese diplomat repeatedly interrupted a speech by a prominent Chinese dissident to block him from 
addressing the U.N. Human Rights Council, a failed attempt that bared China’s sensitivity on human rights.

The foreign ministry spokesman, Geng Shuang, dismissed the U.S. criticism that the council is problematic 
because it includes China and other authoritarian governments, saying that claim is “a total disregard of 
facts.” ‘’Everyone without bias can see clearly China’s great achievement and progress in terms of human 
rights,” Geng said.

There are 47 countries in the Human Rights Council, elected by the U.N.’s General Assembly with a 
specific number of seats allocated for each region of the globe. Members serve for three-year terms and 
can serve only two terms in a row.

The United States has opted to stay out of the Human Rights Council before: The George W. Bush 
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administration opted against seeking membership when the council was created in 2006. The U.S. joined 
the body only in 2009 under President Barack Obama.

___
Associated Press writers Jamey Keaten in Geneva and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed.

AP Explains: US has split up families throughout its history
By RUSSELL CONTRERAS, Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — Some critics of the forced separation of Latino children from their migrant 
parents say the practice is unprecedented. But it’s not the first time the U.S. government has split up 
families, detained children or allowed others to do so.

Throughout American history, during times of war and unrest, authorities have cited various reasons 
and laws to take children away from their parents. Here are some examples:

SLAVERY
Before abolition, children of black slaves were born into slavery and could be sold by owners at will. 

Black women could do little to stop the sale of children and often never saw them again after they were 
sent away.

Owners also split apart parents who had no legal rights to prevent their sale. To resist, slave families 
regularly ran away together but faced harsh physical punishment, even death, if caught by slave hunters.

Last week, both White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders and Attorney Jeff Sessions cited 
the Bible in defending the policy of forced separation of Latino migrant children. Sessions referenced Ro-
mans 13, which urges readers “to obey the laws of the government because God has ordained them for 
the purpose of order.” The same passage was cited before the Civil War to justify slavery, to allow slave 
hunters to return runaway slaves to their owners and to pull slave children away from mothers.

NATIVE AMERICAN BOARDING SCHOOLS
After the 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre, when the Army slaughtered 150 Lakota men, women and chil-

dren in the last chapter of America’s long Indian wars, authorities forced Native American families to send 
their children to government- or church-run boarding schools. The objective, as Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School founder Capt. Richard H. Pratt put it, was to “kill the Indian in him and save the man.”

At 150 or so Indian schools around the country, officials made Native American children cut their hair 
and outlawed all Native American languages. They forced children to adopt Christianity and attempted to 
“Americanize” children by introducing them to white customs and white history.

Native American children returned home almost unrecognizable to their parents.
Still, some children resisted the boarding school experience by setting fires to buildings, running away 

or taking their own lives. Others continued to speak their native language in secret. Some Navajo “code 
talkers,” who used a code based on their native language to transmit messages in World War II, were 
products of military-style boarding schools as children.

POVERTY
During the early 1900s, states sometimes pulled children from poor families and placed them in or-

phanages. But reformers in the 1920s and 1930s began promoting the idea that children should not be 
separated from their families, according to “In the Shadow Of the Poorhouse: A Social History Of Welfare 
In America” by Michael B. Katz.

However, local and state authorities still used poverty as a reason to take children away from Native 
American and black families, McClain said. Sometimes the ordered separation came over concerns about 
a parent’s mental health.

Malcolm X in his autobiography recalled welfare workers coming to take him and his siblings away as 
children from his struggling single mother after their father, an outspoken black preacher, was mysteriously 
murdered. The future civil rights leader lived in various foster homes and boarding houses. His mother, 
without her children, had a breakdown and was sent to a mental institution.

IMMIGRATION
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During the Great Depression, local authorities in California and Texas participated in a mass deportation 

of Mexican immigrants and Mexican Americans whom they blamed for the economic downturn. Between 
500,000 and 1 million Mexican immigrants and Mexican Americans were pushed out of the country during 
the 1930s repatriation, as the removal is sometimes called.

Some families hid children away from relatives in the U.S. to prevent them from being sent to a foreign 
country they had never visited, according to Francisco Balderrama, a Chicano studies professor at California 
State University-Los Angeles and co-author of “Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s.”

Many families felt they were being forced to separate from their children, who were U.S. citizens.
“And many children,” Balderrama said, “never saw their parents again.”
JAPANESE INTERNMENT CAMPS
Starting in 1942, when the U.S. was at war with Japan, around 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry were 

ordered by the U.S. government into prison camps around the country. An estimated 30,000 were children.
The 1999 documentary “Children of the Camps” highlighted the trauma children faced while being de-

tained with their grief-stricken parents. Some older children waited to turn 18 so they could volunteer to 
fight for the U.S. to prove their families’ loyalty despite not wanting to be separated from their parents. 
Diaries and later interviews show many of those who went into the military did so reluctantly.

Kiyoshi K. Muranaga, whose family was interned at Granada Relocation Center in Colorado, joined the U.S. 
Army but was killed in Italy. He was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by President Bill Clinton.

___
Associated Press Writer Russell Contreras is a member of the AP’s race and ethnicity team. Follow Con-

treras on Twitter at http://twitter.com/russcontreras .
___
See AP’s complete coverage of the debate over the Trump administration’s policy of family separation 

at the border: https://apnews.com/tag/Immigration .

Fans grieve as detectives search for XXXTentacion’s killers
By TERRY SPENCER and CURT ANDERSON, Associated Press

DEERFIELD BEACH, Fla. (AP) — For hours, the fans came in a steady stream to mourn and pay their 
respects at the spot where rapper XXXTentacion was gunned down, some leaving behind expressions of 
sympathy along a fence and on the sidewalk.

No arrests have been announced in the shooting of the 20-year-old rapper, who Broward County sher-
iff’s officials say was ambushed by two suspects as he left an upscale motor sports dealership Monday 
afternoon in his electric BMW. His attorney, David Bogenschutz, said investigators told him the 20-year-old 
rapper, who pronounced his stage name “Ex Ex Ex ten-ta-see-YAWN,” had visited a bank shortly before 
the shooting and possibly withdrew cash to buy a motorcycle.

That brought a parade of mourners Tuesday to the spot behind Riva Motorsports where XXXTentacion 
was gunned down, not far from where he grew up in Lauderhill. They placed candles, flowers and teddy 
bears on the sidewalk near where the rapper known by his fans simply as “X’’ was shot. They decorated 
100 yards (91 meters) of sidewalk with chalk art including messages of sympathy and loss such as “Feel 
for you XXX” and “4evr Young.”

Myles O’Hara, 17, and Aaron Gavin, 20, sat on the curb, solemnly staring at the ground, mostly ignoring 
the people who moved past. They said they admired XXXTentacion because he was a local kid who rose 
from rough circumstances and was making a positive contribution.

“He had some legal allegations before, but the last year he had only been a positive influence on people’s 
lives, making hit Billboard songs,” O’Hara said. “He has been a kind person. You could look at his face and 
smile and he was just a normal kid like us ... His style is almost hard to explain. He had an angry tone. 
He meant everything he said, even the most simplistic words. It just came off his tongue like nothing. He 
was speaking his mind.”

Gavin said unlike other rappers whose songs emphasize buying expensive merchandise, XXXTentacion 
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rapped about his emotions.

“X talked about how he felt instead of materialistic things like owning this car, this car, this house, this 
house,” Gavin said.

Brandon Lang, a 29-year-old magazine owner, said XXXTentacion may have had an angry persona in 
his performance, but in reality he “did good things,” pointing out that he had come home to perform in 
an upcoming charity show.

“He had all these mistakes that could have wound up defining him but he didn’t let that happen,” Lang 
said. “That is why he is connecting to all these kids because these kids are going through a really sad 
time, a sad world. He taught them how to cope.”

In Los Angeles, hundreds of fans turned Melrose Avenue into a mosh pit in celebration and mourning 
of XXXTentacion late Tuesday night.

In an impromptu memorial outside a Hollywood bike shop, fans filling the street and dancing on rooftops 
shouted along with his songs beneath a cloud of pot smoke.

A big painted sign in the shop window read RIP XXX followed by hearts.
Police closed off the street and let the party grow to nearly 500 people before calling for the crowd to 

clear out.
The entertainer, who sported dreadlocks and facial tattoos, was a rising star. He notched a No. 1 album 

in March with his sophomore effort “?’’ and had a top 10 hit with “Sad!” but was facing trial on charges 
that he beat up his pregnant girlfriend.

His brief career was marked by controversy. In 2016, he was arrested on charges including home inva-
sion for a 2015 incident, and less than a month later was jailed on charges that he attacked his girlfriend, 
who was pregnant at the time. Later, he faced more charges including witness tampering.

In an interview this month with the Miami New Times, XXXTentacion described his upbringing, which 
included seeing his mother infrequently and being raised by friends, family and baby sitters. His mother 
bought him clothes, phones and other gifts. He said he used violence so she would engage with him.

In one video on social media, he said: “If worse things come to worse, I (expletive) die a tragic death or 
some (expletive), and I’m not able to see out my dreams, I at least want to know that the kids perceive 
my message and were able to make something of themselves.”

He continued later: “I appreciate and love all of you and I believe in you all; do not let your depression 
make you, do not let your body define your soul, let your soul define your body. Your mind is limitless ... 
you are worth more than you can believe.”

Canadian senate passes weed bill but legalization delayed
By ROB GILLIES, Associated Press

TORONTO (AP) — Canada’s Senate gave final passage Tuesday to the federal government’s bill to legal-
ize cannabis, though Canadians will have to wait at least a couple of months to legally buy marijuana as 
their country becomes the second in the world to make pot legal nationwide.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s government had hoped to make pot legal by July 1, but the government 
has said provincial and territorial governments will need eight to 12 weeks following Senate passage and 
royal assent to prepare for retail sales. Trudeau’s government is expected to decide a date that would 
legalize it in early or mid-September.

“It’s been too easy for our kids to get marijuana — and for criminals to reap the profits. Today, we change 
that. Our plan to legalize & regulate marijuana just passed the Senate,” Trudeau tweeted.

Canada is following the lead of Uruguay in allowing a nationwide, legal marijuana market, although each 
Canadian province is working up its own rules for pot sales. The federal government and the provinces 
also still need to publish regulations that will govern the cannabis trade.

The bill passed in the Senate by a vote of 52-29.
“We have seen in the Senate tonight a historic vote that ends 90 years of prohibition of cannabis in 

this country, 90 years of needless criminalization, 90 years of a just-say-no approach to drugs that hasn’t 
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worked,” said independent Sen. Tony Dean, who sponsored the bill in the upper house.

Canada is the largest developed country to end a nationwide prohibition on marijuana use. In the neigh-
boring U.S., nine states and the District of Columbia have legalized marijuana. California, home to one in 
eight Americans, launched the United States’ biggest legal marijuana marketplace on Jan.

Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould tweeted that it was a “historic milestone for progressive policy in 
Canada as we shift our approach to cannabis”

Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor tweeted she was thrilled that the Senate approved the bill. “We’re 
on the cusp of a sensible, responsible and equitable cannabis policy,” she said.

The Canadian government largely followed the advice of a marijuana task force headed by former Liberal 
Health Minister Anne McLellan as well as the advice of former Toronto Police Chief Bill Blair, who is the 
parliamentary secretary to the justice minister.

The task force recommended adults be allowed to carry up to 30 grams of pot and grow up to four 
plants. It also said marijuana should not be sold in the same location as alcohol or tobacco.

The most controversial aspect of Canada’s move to legalize marijuana nationwide has been setting the 
minimum age for use at 18 or 19, depending on the province. That is lower than in U.S. states that have 
embraced legalization.

Advocates argued that putting the limit at 21 would encourage a black market and drive youths into 
the hands of criminals. But some health experts have worried that the lower age will encourage use of a 
substance that can have long-term consequences on still-maturing brains.

Conservative senators remained staunchly opposed to legalization.
“We’re going to have all those involved in illegal marijuana peddling right now becoming large corpora-

tion,” Conservative Sen. Leo Housakos said.  “When you normalize the use of marijuana and you’re a young 
person and you had certain reservations because of the simple fact that it was illegal, there’s, I believe, 
a propensity to have somebody be more inclined to use it.”

___
Find complete AP marijuana coverage here: http://apnews.com/tag/LegalMarijuana

Trump stands firm on immigration policy, sees it as a winner
By CATHERINE LUCEY, JONATHAN LEMIRE and JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Calling the shots as his West Wing clears out, President Donald Trump sees his 
hard-line immigration stance as a winning issue heading into a midterm election he views as a referendum 
on his protectionist policies.

“You have to stand for something,” Trump declared Tuesday, as he defended his administration’s im-
migration policy amid mounting criticism over the forced separation of children from their parents at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The chorus of condemnation includes Democrats, as well as Republicans, who are 
increasingly worried that reports about bereft children taken from their parents could damage the GOP’s 
chances in November.

Still, Trump believes that his immigration pledges helped win him the presidency and that his most loyal 
supporters want him to follow through. He made a rare trip to Capitol Hill late Tuesday to meet with GOP 
legislators and endorse a pair of bills that would keep detained families together, among other changes, 
but he remains confident that projecting toughness on immigration is the right call, said five White House 
officials and outside advisers who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to 
speak publicly.

“It’s amazing how people are surprised that he’s keeping the promises he made on the campaign trail 
now,” said Trump political adviser Bill Stepien.

While the White House signaled Trump may be open to a narrow fix to deal with the problem, the president 
spent the day stressing immigration policies that he has championed throughout his surprise political career. 
He has resisted calls to reverse the separation policy, saying any change must come through Congress.

In a speech to a business group earlier Tuesday, Trump said he wanted to see legislation deal with family 
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separation, which, he said, “We don’t want.” He also emphasized border security and again made the false 
argument that Democrats are to blame for the family separation problem. Said Trump: “Politically correct 
or not, we have a country that needs security, that needs safety, that has to be protected.”

Several White House aides, led by adviser Stephen Miller, have encouraged the president to make im-
migration a defining issue for the midterms. And Trump has told advisers he believes he looks strong on 
the matter, suggesting that it could be a winning culture war issue much like his attacks on NFL players 
who take a knee for the national anthem.

Former Trump senior adviser Steve Bannon said the president is emphasizing the policies that brought 
him to the White House.

“I think this is one of his best moments. I think this is a profile in courage. This is why America elected 
him,” Bannon said. “This is not doubling down, it is tripling down.”

Still, Trump, a voracious watcher of cable news who is especially attuned to the power of images, ap-
peared to acknowledge later Tuesday that the optics could be doing damage.

During his closed-door meeting with lawmakers on the Hill, Trump said his daughter Ivanka had encour-
aged him to find a way to end the practice, and he said separating families at the border “looked bad,” 
according to several attendees.

“He said, ‘Politically, this is bad,’” said Rep. Randy Weber, R-Texas. “It’s not about the politics. This is the 
right thing to do.”

Trump’s immigration standoff comes as he escalates his nationalist trade moves, imposing new tariffs 
on imports and threating more. With few powerful opposing voices remaining in the West Wing, Trump 
is increasingly making these decisions solo. Some key advisers have left, and chief of staff John Kelly ap-
pears sidelined.

Republicans, particularly those in more moderate districts, are worried they will be damaged by the sear-
ing images of children held in cages at border facilities, as well as by audio recordings of young children 
crying for their parents. The House Republicans’ national campaign chairman, Ohio Rep. Steve Stivers, said 
Monday that he’s asking “the administration to stop needlessly separating children from their parents.”

Other conservatives also raised concerns, but many called for Congress to make changes instead of 
asking Trump to directly intervene. Ralph Reed, chairman of the Faith & Freedom coalition of evangelical 
voters, added to the drumbeat to end the child separation policy Tuesday, calling on Congress to pass 
legislation that would end the process as part of a broader immigration overhaul.

But asked if the border policy was bad for Trump politically, Reed suggested core supporters remain on 
the president’s side. He said the group’s members are “more than willing to give the president and his 
administration the benefit of the doubt that this is being driven by a spike in people crossing the border, 
a combination of existing law and court decisions require this separation, and the fact that the Democrats 
refused to work with the administration to increase judges so that this can be dealt with more expedi-
tiously.” Trump on Tuesday mocked the idea of hiring thousands of new judges, asking, “Can you imagine 
the graft that must take place?”

Worried that the lack of progress on his signature border wall will make him look “soft,” according to one 
adviser, Trump has unleashed a series of tweets playing up the dangers posed by members of the MS-13 
gang — which make up a minuscule percentage of those who cross the border. He used the loaded term 
“infest” to reference the influx of immigrants entering the country illegally.

As the immigration story becomes a national flashpoint, Trump has been watching the TV coverage 
with increasing anger, telling confidants he believes media outlets are deliberately highlighting the worst 
images — the cages and screaming toddlers — to make him look bad.

The president has long complained about his treatment by the media, but his frustrations reached a 
boiling point after he returned from his Singapore summit with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un to face news 
reports questioning his negotiating skills. He complained to one adviser that the media had not given 
him enough credit after the summit and was continuing to undermine him on immigration, according to a 
person familiar with the conversation but not authorized to speak publicly.

On Tuesday, Trump argued that sticking by his policies was a winning political strategy as he took a 
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fresh shot at Democrats.

“They can’t win on their policies, which are horrible,” he said. “They found that out in the last presidential 
election.”

___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller and Matthew Daly contributed to this report.

Trump, GOP leaders strain for migrant-kids solution
By LISA MASCARO and ALAN FRAM, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump on Tuesday told House Republicans he is “1,000 percent” 
behind their rival immigration bills, providing little clear direction for party leaders searching for a way to 
defuse the escalating controversy over family separations at the southern border.

And it’s uncertain if Trump’s support will be enough to push any legislation through the divided GOP 
majority.

GOP lawmakers, increasingly fearful of a voter backlash in November, met with Trump for about an hour 
at the Capitol to try to find a solution that both holds to Trump’s hard-line immigration policy and ends the 
practice of taking migrant children from parents charged with entering the country illegally. Many lawmak-
ers say Trump could simply reverse the administration’s “zero tolerance” policy and keep families together.

While Trump held firm to his tough immigration stance in an earlier appearance Tuesday, he acknowl-
edged during the closed-door meeting that the coverage of family separations is taking a toll. Trump said 
his daughter, Ivanka, had told him the situation with the families looks bad, one lawmaker said.

“He said, ‘Politically, this is bad,’” said Rep. Randy Weber, R-Texas. “It’s not about the politics, this is the 
right thing to do.”

But Trump touched on many topics during the meeting, including his historic meeting with the North 
Korean Kim Jong Un. He praised a few GOP lawmakers by name for defending him on TV, according to 
one Republican in the room. And he took a jab at Rep. Mark Sanford, congratulating the South Carolina 
Republican on his recent campaign, according to others granted anonymity to discuss the private meet-
ing. Sanford, a frequent Trump critic, lost after his GOP primary opponent highlighted his criticism of the 
president.

As Trump walked out of the session in the Capitol basement, he was confronted by about a half-dozen 
House Democrats, who yelled, “Stop separating our families!”

Leaders in both the House and Senate are struggling to shield the party’s lawmakers from the public 
outcry over images of children taken from migrant parents and held in cages at the border. But they are 
running up against Trump’s shifting views on specifics and his determination, according to advisers, not 
to look soft on his signature immigration issue, the border wall.

Rep. Kristi Noem, R-S.D., said Trump told lawmakers he “would continue to support the legislation, and 
that people shouldn’t be worried that he would change his mind.” She said it was a light moment. “Ev-
erybody laughed.”

Even if Republicans manage to pass an immigration bill through the House, which is a tall order, the fight 
is all but certain to fizzle in the Senate.

Sen. Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader from New York, is adamant that Trump can end the family 
separations on his own and that legislation is not needed.

Without Democratic support, Republicans cannot muster the 60 votes needed to move forward on leg-
islation.

Schumer said with most Americans against family separations, it’s Republicans “feeling the heat on this 
issue, and that’s why they’re squirming.”

In the House, GOP leaders scrambled Tuesday to produce a revised version of the broader immigration 
bill that would keep children in detention longer than now permitted — but with their parents.

The major change unveiled Tuesday would loosen rules that now limit the amount of time minors can 
be held to 20 days, according to a GOP source familiar with the measure. Instead, the children could be 
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detained indefinitely with their parents.

The revision would also give the Department of Homeland Security the authority to use $7 billion in 
border technology funding to pay for family detention centers, said the person, who was not authorized 
to discuss the matter by name and commented only on condition of anonymity.

In the Senate, meanwhile, Republicans are rallying behind a different approach. Theirs is narrow legisla-
tion proposed by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, that would allow detained families to stay together in custody 
while expediting their hearings and possible deportation proceedings.

Cruz’s bill would double the number of federal immigration judges, authorize new temporary shelters to 
house migrant families and limit the processing of asylum cases to no more than 14 days — a goal im-
migrant advocates say would be difficult to meet.

“While cases are pending, families should stay together,” tweeted Cruz, who is in an unexpectedly tough 
re-election battle.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., told reporters he’s reaching out to Democrats for bipar-
tisan backing.

The family separation issue boiled over Tuesday at a House hearing on an unrelated subject, when pro-
testers with babies briefly shut down proceedings.

Maryland Rep. Elijah Cummings, the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, pleaded with Republicans on the panel to “stand up” to Trump.

Under the administration’s current policy, all unlawful crossings are referred for prosecution — a process 
that moves adults to the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service and sends many children to facilities run 
by the Department of Health and Human Services. Under the Obama administration, such families were 
usually referred for civil deportation proceedings, not requiring separation.

More than 2,300 minors were separated from their families at the border from May 5 through June 9, 
according to the Department of Homeland Security.

The national outcry has roiled midterm election campaigns, emboldening Democrats while putting Re-
publicans on the defensive.

Top conservatives, including key Trump allies, have introduced bills to keep the migrant families together. 
Rep. Mark Meadows of North Carolina, a leader of the conservative Freedom Caucus, said he has intro-
duced a measure that “becomes a backup proposal” if others fail.

The House is to vote later this week on two bills that address broader immigration issues to protect 
young immigrant “Dreamers,” who have been living in the U.S. illegally since childhood, from deportation 
and fund Trump’s border wall.

But outlook for passage is dim. One conservative measure is expected to fail. And it’s unclear if Trump’s 
backing will help the compromise legislation that GOP leaders negotiated with moderate Republicans. Rep. 
Steve Scalise of Lousiana, the GOP whip, told reporters he thought it had enough support to pass. Votes 
are expected Thursday.

Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa.,a  member of the House Freedom Caucus, says he doesn’t like compromise bill 
“because it’s all compromising in one direction.”

Perry was not at the meeting with Trump, but said he doubts the president’s words will affect his position.
“Well, good for him, but he’s not running for Congress.”
___
Associated Press writers Jonathan Lemire, Jill Colvin, Ken Thomas, Matthew Daly and Mary Clare Jalonick 

contributed to this report.
___
See AP’s complete coverage of the debate over the Trump administration’s policy of family separation at 

the border: https://apnews.com/tag/Immigration
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With eyes on midterms, Trump embraces immigration fight
By CATHERINE LUCEY, JONATHAN LEMIRE and JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Calling the shots as his West Wing clears out, President Donald Trump sees his 
hard-line immigration stance as a winning issue heading into a midterm election he views as a referendum 
on his protectionist policies.

“You have to stand for something,” Trump declared Tuesday, as he defended his administration’s im-
migration policy amid mounting criticism over the forced separation of children from their parents at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The chorus of condemnation includes Democrats, as well as Republicans, who are 
increasingly worried that reports about bereft children taken from their parents could damage the GOP’s 
chances in November.

Still, Trump believes that his immigration pledges helped win him the presidency and that his most loyal 
supporters want him to follow through. He made a rare trip to Capitol Hill late Tuesday to meet with GOP 
legislators and endorse a pair of bills that would keep detained families together, among other changes, 
but he remains confident that projecting toughness on immigration is the right call, said five White House 
officials and outside advisers who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to 
speak publicly.

“It’s amazing how people are surprised that he’s keeping the promises he made on the campaign trail 
now,” said Trump political adviser Bill Stepien.

While the White House signaled Trump may be open to a narrow fix to deal with the problem, the presi-
dent spent the day stressing immigration policies that he has championed throughout his surprise politi-
cal career. He has resisted calls to reverse the separation policy, saying any change must come through 
Congress.

In a speech to a business group earlier Tuesday, Trump said he wanted to see legislation deal with fam-
ily separation, which, he said, “We don’t want.” He also emphasized border security and again made the 
false argument that Democrats are to blame for the family separation problem. Said Trump: “Politically 
correct or not, we have a country that needs security, that needs safety, that has to be protected.”

Several White House aides, led by adviser Stephen Miller, have encouraged the president to make im-
migration a defining issue for the midterms. And Trump has told advisers he believes he looks strong on 
the matter, suggesting that it could be a winning culture war issue much like his attacks on NFL players 
who take a knee for the national anthem.

Former Trump senior adviser Steve Bannon said the president is emphasizing the policies that brought 
him to the White House.

“I think this is one of his best moments. I think this is a profile in courage. This is why America elected 
him,” Bannon said. “This is not doubling down, it is tripling down.”

Still, Trump, a voracious watcher of cable news who is especially attuned to the power of images, ap-
peared to acknowledge later Tuesday that the optics could be doing damage.

During his closed-door meeting with lawmakers on the Hill, Trump said his daughter Ivanka had encour-
aged him to find a way to end the practice, and he said separating families at the border “looked bad,” 
according to several attendees.

“He said, ‘Politically, this is bad,’” said Rep. Randy Weber, R-Texas. “It’s not about the politics. This is 
the right thing to do.”

Trump’s immigration standoff comes as he escalates his nationalist trade moves, imposing new tariffs 
on imports and threating more. With few powerful opposing voices remaining in the West Wing, Trump 
is increasingly making these decisions solo. Some key advisers have left, and chief of staff John Kelly 
appears sidelined.

Republicans, particularly those in more moderate districts, are worried they will be damaged by the sear-
ing images of children held in cages at border facilities, as well as by audio recordings of young children 
crying for their parents. The House Republicans’ national campaign chairman, Ohio Rep. Steve Stivers, said 
Monday that he’s asking “the administration to stop needlessly separating children from their parents.”
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Other conservatives also raised concerns, but many called for Congress to make changes instead of 

asking Trump to directly intervene. Ralph Reed, chairman of the Faith & Freedom coalition of evangelical 
voters, added to the drumbeat to end the child separation policy Tuesday, calling on Congress to pass 
legislation that would end the process as part of a broader immigration overhaul.

But asked if the border policy was bad for Trump politically, Reed suggested core supporters remain on 
the president’s side. He said the group’s members are “more than willing to give the president and his 
administration the benefit of the doubt that this is being driven by a spike in people crossing the border, 
a combination of existing law and court decisions require this separation, and the fact that the Democrats 
refused to work with the administration to increase judges so that this can be dealt with more expedi-
tiously.” Trump on Tuesday mocked the idea of hiring thousands of new judges, asking, “Can you imagine 
the graft that must take place?”

Worried that the lack of progress on his signature border wall will make him look “soft,” according to one 
adviser, Trump has unleashed a series of tweets playing up the dangers posed by members of the MS-13 
gang — which make up a minuscule percentage of those who cross the border. He used the loaded term 
“infest” to reference the influx of immigrants entering the country illegally.

As the immigration story becomes a national flashpoint, Trump has been watching the TV coverage 
with increasing anger, telling confidants he believes media outlets are deliberately highlighting the worst 
images — the cages and screaming toddlers — to make him look bad.

The president has long complained about his treatment by the media, but his frustrations reached a 
boiling point after he returned from his Singapore summit with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un to face news 
reports questioning his negotiating skills. He complained to one adviser that the media had not given 
him enough credit after the summit and was continuing to undermine him on immigration, according to 
a person familiar with the conversation but not authorized to speak publicly.

On Tuesday, Trump argued that sticking by his policies was a winning political strategy as he took a 
fresh shot at Democrats.

“They can’t win on their policies, which are horrible,” he said. “They found that out in the last presidential 
election.”

___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller and Matthew Daly contributed to this report.

5 charged in immigrant smuggling scheme after Texas crash
By RYAN TARINELLI, Associated Press

DALLAS (AP) — Federal prosecutors charged five people Tuesday in a scheme to smuggle immigrants 
illegally after an SUV driven by one of them crashed in Texas while fleeing Border Patrol agents, killing 
five passengers.

The crash happened Sunday after Border Patrol became suspicious of three vehicles traveling in a convoy 
between El Indio and Carrizo Springs, Texas, according to a statement from the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the western district of Texas. When agents tried to make “immigration inspections,” two of the three 
vehicles — a 2007 Suburban and a 2008 Tahoe — led authorities on a high speed chase.

The Suburban, carrying 14 people and traveling more than 100 mph (161 kph), lost control and overturned 
on Texas Highway 85 as it was entering Big Wells, a town about 100 miles southwest of San Antonio. 
Most of the occupants were ejected. Four passengers died at the scene and another died enroute to the 
hospital. The names of the victims have not been released.

The man driving that SUV, 20-year-old Jorge Luis Monsivais Jr., was among those charged, along with the 
driver of the vehicle that did not take off when agents approached, 55-year-old Marcial Gomez Santana. 
Two of the others charged are Santana’s children. The fifth person charged was a passenger in the convoy.

They are charged with transporting and conspiracy to transport and harbor “illegal aliens resulting in 
serious bodily injury and death.”

The driver of the other vehicle that tried to elude agents, a 17-year-old unidentified U.S. citizen, was 
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detained and is in the custody of Dimmit County authorities. The teenager has not been charged by fed-
eral authorities.

Prosecutors said Tuesday that nearly two dozen people believed to be in the country illegally were in-
volved in the smuggling scheme.

The incident comes amid heightened tensions over the treatment of immigrants at the southern U.S. 
border. The Trump administration has announced a “zero tolerance” policy toward illegal immigration that 
includes separation of children from their families in some cases. The policy has sparked outrage from 
Democrats and some Republicans.

Daryl Fields, a spokesman for the U.S. Attorney’s Office, said in an email that four of those charged made 
their initial court appearances on Tuesday in Del Rio, Texas, and Monsivais is expected to have an initial 
appearance Wednesday morning. It was not immediately clear if they have defense attorneys.

Lawmakers barred from child migrant facility in Florida
By JOSHUA REPLOGLE and BEN FOX, Associated Press

HOMESTEAD, Fla. (AP) — U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson accused the Trump administration of a “cover-up” after 
officials denied him entry Tuesday to a detention center for migrant children in South Florida where he 
had hoped to survey living conditions.

Nelson and U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, both Florida Democrats, went to the contractor-run 
Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children following reports it was receiving detained 
children who had arrived in the country illegally.

Wasserman Schultz said the facility was being used for an estimated 1,000 children, aged 13 to 17 — 
most of whom arrived as unaccompanied minors and about 10 percent of whom are children separated 
from their families at the border. She said two other South Florida facilities were being used for younger 
children.

“It is an affront as the senior senator of this state that an agency head would tell me that I do not have 
entrance into a federally funded facility where the lives and health of children are at stake,” Nelson said.

President Donald Trump’s immigration policies have drawn intense scrutiny following reports of the forced 
separation of migrant children from their parents. Democrats and some Republicans are urging an end to 
the practice at the U.S.-Mexico border. Thousands of children split from their families at that border are 
being held in government-run facilities.

Wasserman Schultz said her staff had spoken Tuesday with the Florida-based company, Comprehensive 
Health Services, contracted to run the facility. She said her staff was told the lawmakers would be “wel-
comed warmly and allowed into the facility.”

But Nelson said Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Services Eric Hargan told him it would take two 
weeks for them to gain access.

“I think what they’re doing is a cover-up for the president,” Nelson said.
Trump doesn’t like the negative response he’s received, even from fellow Republicans, Nelson said.
“Are they abusing these kids? Are they sleeping on the floor? Are they in cages, like we’ve seen in some 

videos?” Wasserman Schultz asked after being barred from the building.
The Florida facility is overseen by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Department 

spokesman Kenneth Wolfe said in an email Monday that it had reopened as “a temporary unaccompanied 
alien children program facility.” He did not provide further details.

Gov. Rick Scott’s office, however, released documents Tuesday that showed that federal authorities in 
February notified state officials and members of Congress that the Homestead facility would be reopened. 
Federal authorities didn’t give an exact date, but said the Homestead location would reopen after damage 
from Hurricane Irma was repaired. The release from HHS also stated that the facility would only be used 
for “unaccompanied alien children” detained by immigration officials.

Later Tuesday, Scott called on Trump’s administration to stop separating the families. The Republican 
governor sent his request in a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar. Scott’s letter also 
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requested that federal authorities notify state officials when they bring into Florida migrant children who 
have been separated from their families.

Scott also wants to know what services are being provided to the children and whether they have had any 
health screenings. He said the information is needed to make sure that the children are being protected.

An Associated Press reporter was denied access to Azar while he visited a Miami hospital Tuesday to talk 
with patients about drug costs. Spokesman Gavin Smith barred the AP reporter from asking Azar about 
the immigration facility because an interview with the secretary had not been pre-arranged.

Several dozen children could be seen Tuesday playing soccer outside the building behind a chain link 
fence, mostly talking and shouting to each other in Spanish. Some did cartwheel flips while running across 
the field.

Security officials would not let reporters near the facility or provide details on conditions inside.
Mark Greenberg, a former head of the HHS Administration for Children and Families, said agency policy 

says requests to visit facilities for migrant children be submitted two weeks in advance. However, Greenberg 
said in the current state of heightened concern it behooves HHS to act rapidly on requests from lawmakers.

Greenberg said much of the reason for lead time is logistical: the facilities are operated by federal con-
tractors and government officials should be present for a congressional inspection. “The current urgency 
of concerns about what is happening to children who have been separated from their parents makes it 
important to provide access as quickly as possible,” he said.

Greenberg is currently a senior fellow at the Migration Policy Institute, a Washington think tank focused 
on immigration.

Martin Levine, from the Miami suburb of West Kendall, came to the facility with a sign showing a Nazi 
guard pulling a child away from woman with a Jewish star, and saying “Nazis took children away. Trump 
inhumane.”

Levine said he believed the policy of separating families was immoral.
“This is not a Democrat or Republican issue, because all of the former first ladies have found this policy 

despicable,” Levine said.
Republican lawmakers from Miami-Dade County have condemned the policy of separating families cross-

ing the U.S. border.
Florida’s other senator, Republican Marco Rubio, said in a tweet Tuesday, “Let’s change the law so we 

can hold families together while awaiting expedited hearings.”
___
Associated Press reporters Gary Fineout in Tallahassee, Freida Frisaro in Miami and Ricardo  Alonso-

Zaldivar in Washington, D.C., contributed to this story.
___
See AP’s complete coverage of the debate over the Trump administration’s policy of family separation at 

the border: https://apnews.com/tag/Immigration

Halting S.Korea-US drills risks weakening N.Korea deterrence
By HYUNG-JIN KIM and KIM TONG-HYUNG, Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — U.S. and South Korean officials are hoping the suspension of a major joint 
military exercise helps advance nuclear negotiations with North Korea. It’s a bold gamble that could trigger 
a serious security crisis if the talks falter and the allies are forced to resume the drills, infuriating North 
Korea, analysts say.

The cancellation, abruptly decided by President Donald Trump at his summit last week with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, was formally announced by the Pentagon on Monday. South Korea’s Defense Ministry 
simultaneously confirmed the suspension of the Ulchi Freedom Guardian exercises, consisting largely of 
computer-simulated war games.

In announcing his decision, Trump said suspending the “provocative” war games would “save us a tre-
mendous amount of money.” The decision, which apparently came without consultations with South Korea 
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or the Pentagon, surprised many in South Korea and the United States who believe the training is a central 
pillar of their countries’ seven-decade military alliance dating to the 1950-53 Korean War.

South Korean military commentator Lee Illwoo described the halt as “temporarily pulling off the wheels of 
the alliance.” Other experts agree that the suspension will weaken, at least temporarily, the allies’ defense 
posture against North Korea and open gaps in their combined deterrence.

Seoul and Washington describe the move as a temporary measure to prolong ongoing detente on the 
Korean Peninsula and increase the chances of successful nuclear diplomacy with North Korea. But if North 
Korea doesn’t reciprocate by taking serious steps toward denuclearization, the allies would be compelled 
to resume the drills, and that would certainly draw a furious response from North Korea, which views the 
exercises as rehearsals for an invasion, experts say.

“Suspending drills once is dangerous because it causes a hole in our national security. But resuming 
suspended drills would cause a bigger security crisis because more extreme resistance from North Korea 
would come,” Lee said.

The summer Ulchi exercise is one of three major annual joint exercises that the two countries have 
staged for decades to hone their ability to cope with potential conflicts with North Korea. The other two 
drills are held in the spring — one computer-simulated and the other a field exercise.

South Korea and the United States have always said the drills are purely defensive. But they have been 
a major source of tensions on the peninsula, with North Korea putting its 1.1 million-member military on 
alert and staging its own weapons tests and military training in response.

Experts say South Korea and the United States need to hold regular drills to prepare their command-
ers, who change periodically, to work together smoothly in crisis situations and respond to North Korea’s 
evolving military threats and other factors such as changes in the deployment of U.S. strategic assets.

“It’s hard to deny that the security gap problem would exist and the allies must be prepared to snap 
the drills back on if the North doesn’t make genuine steps toward denuclearization,” said Yeol Soo Kim, a 
senior analyst from South Korea’s Korea Institute for Military Affairs.

To justify the suspension of the drills, the United States will need to coax North Korea to reciprocate with 
significant steps that push the nuclear disarmament process firmly forward, Yeol Soo Kim said. Such ac-
tions could include agreements on a disarmament timetable, verification methods and giving up a certain 
number of nuclear weapons and long-range missile equipment, Kim said.

The drill’s suspension is likely the only concession that Trump could provide to Kim at a time when the 
North Korean leader has remained vague about his pledge to work toward the “complete denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsula.” Other rewards that North Korea wants are an easing of international sanctions, 
establishment of diplomatic ties with the United States, and a reduction of U.S. troops in South Korea. 
Those are bigger concessions that are unlikely to be granted by the U.S. without concrete steps by North 
Korea toward denuclearization.

“Trump has not many (negotiating) cards now,” said Yang Uk of the Korea Defense and Security Forum.
The drill’s suspension would have been unthinkable last year, when North Korea sharply raised animosity 

with a torrid run of nuclear and long-range missile tests that put the country closer to acquiring a nuclear 
arsenal capable of targeting the U.S. mainland.

Still, the U.S.-initiated decision to shelve the drills isn’t likely to dramatically change the psyche of South 
Koreans who have spent their entire lives facing North Korean threats and living through wild swings in 
inter-Korean relations. Even last year, few South Koreans publicly displayed security jitters, and civil de-
fense drills were generally lax.

That contrasted with 20-30 years ago, when South Koreans rushed to stores to stock up on instant 
noodles and other provisions when North Korea threated to turn Seoul into a “sea of fire” and ratcheted 
up tensions.

It’s not the first time that the U.S. and South Korea have halted military drills in an attempt to ease ten-
sions with North Korea and persuade it to give up its nuclear weapons.

Near the start of the North Korean nuclear crisis in the early 1990s, the allies called off their largest 
springtime drills, called Team Spirit, after which North Korea froze its nuclear facilities under a now-collapsed 
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disarmament deal. Those exercises have never resumed.

‘Say bye to him’: Detainee recounts agents taking her son
By GENE JOHNSON and MANUEL VALDES, Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — The call came at mealtime — an anonymous threat demanding $5,000 or her son’s life.
So Blanca Orantes-Lopez, her 8-year-old boy and his father packed up and left the Pacific surfing town 

of Puerto La Libertad in El Salvador and headed for the United States.
Two months later, she sits in a federal prison south of Seattle. The boy, Abel Alexander, is in custody at 

a children’s home across the country in upstate New York. She has no idea when she might see him again.
“I still haven’t been able to talk to him,” Orantes told The Associated Press in Spanish as she wept through 

a telephone interview Monday from the prison. “The most difficult is not seeing him.”
Her story is emblematic of the 2,300 instances in which President Donald Trump’s administration has 

separated minors from their migrant parents in an effort to deter illegal immigration. The practice has 
provoked a national uproar fueled by stories of children being torn from their mothers’ arms and of parents 
being deported without their kids.

The administration adopted a new “zero tolerance” policy in April designed to curb a wave of Central 
American migrants who say they are fleeing violence at home. Homeland Security officials now refer all 
cases of illegal entry for prosecution.

Authorities say they are required to remove the children before they can prosecute the parents, but 
many parents, including Orantes, have remained separated from their children long after being convicted.

Trump has both applauded the practice and falsely blamed Democrats for it.
“We will not apologize for the job we do or for the job law enforcement does, for doing the job that the 

American people expect us to do,” Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen told the National Sheriffs’ 
Association in New Orleans. “Illegal actions have and must have consequences. No more free passes, no 
more get-out-of-jail-free cards.”

The phone call that prompted Orantes’ monthlong journey to the U.S. border was no idle threat, she 
said. About three years ago, Abel’s uncle was kidnapped by extortionists and freed only after the family 
paid up, according to her attorney, Matt Adams, legal director of the Seattle-based Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project.

“When they don’t get their money, they kill people,” said Orantes, 26.
This time, the demand was more than they could muster. And they had only a week to pay, she said.
She and her son split from the boy’s father in Guatemala. He remains in hiding, and Orantes said she 

does not know where he is. Upon reaching the border, she and Abel found it impossible to apply for asy-
lum at a port of entry, Adams said.

“A lot of people are showing up at the border to apply for asylum and are being told, ‘We don’t have 
capacity for them,’” Adams said. “It’s not like they can just stand in a line for several days, because then 
the Mexican officials will grab them and deport them. So they’re then forced to go through the ravine or 
the river.”

That’s what they did. The pair crossed illegally into Texas and immediately reported themselves to im-
migration authorities and requested asylum, Adams said.

They were separated so Orantes could be prosecuted.
The woman said she was moved to different detention facilities, including in Laredo, Texas, and placed 

among other desperate, crying mothers. At one point, officials brought Abel to her, she said.
“They told me, ‘Say bye to him because he’s being transferred.’ I asked where,” she recounted. “They 

just told me to say bye to him. ... He just started crying, saying, ‘Don’t leave me, Mom.’
“I just said, ‘It’ll be OK.’ That’s all I said.”
Orantes was detained on May 22 with about 20 other people near Roma, Texas, Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement said. She was convicted of the misdemeanor of unlawfully entering the U.S. and was 
sentenced to time served, a development she thought would reunify her with Abel.
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Instead, with detention centers overflowing on the border, she became one of more than 1,600 detainees 

transferred by ICE to federal prisons.
She was sent June 6 to the Federal Detention Center at SeaTac, where she remains with more than 200 

other border detainees, waiting to hear whether her asylum request will proceed. The conditions there 
are better than they were at the immigration jails, she said.

Before Trump’s policy changes, she likely would not have been prosecuted, but instead allowed to re-
main with her son and granted an interview to determine whether she had a credible fear of persecution 
or torture in her home country. If officials found that she did, she and Abel would probably have been 
released while their immigration case continued.

It was weeks before she learned her son’s whereabouts, she said. She has not spoken with him. Her 
attorney said she has no money and is not allowed to make collect calls to the facility in Kingston, New 
York, where he is held. The boy has been able to call her sister, Maria Orantes, who lives in Maryland and 
has petitioned for custody, without success.

“He doesn’t feel well there,” Maria Orantes said in a phone interview. “When he calls, he’s crying. He 
doesn’t want to be there.”

The Department of Health and Human Services, whose Office of Refugee Resettlement oversees the 
placement of migrant children separated from their families, did not immediately return an email seeking 
comment about why the boy had not been placed with his aunt.

Blanca Orantes said she had hoped to live with her sister.
“I wanted to work,” she said. “Raise my kid. Be a good person, get ahead, have some money and not 

hide. I thought it would be different.”
___
Follow Gene Johnson at https://twitter.com/GeneAPseattle and Manuel Valdes at https://twitter.com/

ByManuelValdes .
___
See AP’s complete coverage of the debate over the Trump administration’s policy of family separation 

at the border: https://apnews.com/tag/Immigration .

Trump administration pulls US out of UN human rights council
By MATTHEW LEE and JOSH LEDERMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States announced Tuesday it was leaving the United Nations’ Human 
Rights Council, with Ambassador Nikki Haley calling it “an organization that is not worthy of its name.” It 
was the latest withdrawal by the Trump administration from an international institution.

Haley, Trump’s envoy to the U.N., said the U.S. had given the human rights body “opportunity after op-
portunity” to make changes. She lambasted the council for “its chronic bias against Israel” and lamented 
the fact that its membership includes accused human rights abusers such as China, Cuba, Venezuela and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

“We take this step because our commitment does not allow us to remain a part of a hypocritical and 
self-serving organization that makes a mockery of human rights,” Haley said.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, appearing alongside Haley at the State Department, said there was no 
doubt that the council once had a “noble vision.”

But today we need to be honest,” Pompeo said. “The Human Rights Council is a poor defender of hu-
man rights.”

The announcement came just a day after the U.N. human rights chief, Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, denounced 
the Trump administration for separating migrant children from their parents. But Haley cited longstanding 
U.S. complaints that the 47-member council is biased against Israel. She had been threatening the pull-
out since last year unless the council made changes advocated by the U.S.

“Regrettably, it is now clear that our call for reform was not heeded,” Haley said.
Still, she suggested the decision need not be permanent, adding that if the council did adopt reforms, 
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“we would be happy to rejoin it.” She said the withdrawal notwithstanding, the U.S. would continue to 
defend human rights at the United Nations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office called the U.S. decision “courageous,” calling it “an 
unequivocal statement that enough is enough.”

The move extends a broader Trump administration pattern of stepping back from international agree-
ments and forums under the president’s “America First” policy. Although numerous officials have said re-
peatedly that “America First does not mean America Alone,” the administration has retreated from multiple 
multilateral accords and consensuses since it took office.

Since January 2017, it has announced its withdrawal from the Paris climate accord, left the U.N. edu-
cational and cultural organization and pulled out of the Iran nuclear deal. Other contentious moves have 
included slapping tariffs on steel and aluminum against key trading partners, recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and moving the U.S. Embassy there from Tel Aviv.

Opposition to the decision from human rights advocates was swift. A group of 12 organizations including 
Save the Children, Freedom House and the United Nations Association-USA said there were “legitimate 
concerns” about the council’s shortcomings but that none of them warranted a U.S. exit.

“This decision is counterproductive to American national security and foreign policy interests and will 
make it more difficult to advance human rights priorities and aid victims of abuse around the world,” the 
organizations said in a joint statement.

Added Kenneth Roth, the executive director of Human Rights Watch: “All Trump seems to care about is 
defending Israel.”

On Twitter, al-Hussein, the U.N. human rights chief, said it was “Disappointing, if not really surprising, 
news. Given the state of #HumanRights in today’s world, the US should be stepping up, not stepping back.”

And the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank close to the Trump administration, defended 
the move, calling the council “notably incurious about the human rights situations in some of the world’s 
most oppressive countries.” Brett Schaefer, a senior fellow, pointed out that Trump could have withdrawn 
immediately after taking office but instead gave the council 18 months to make changes.

Haley has been the driving force behind withdrawing from the human rights body, unprecedented in the 
12-year history of the council. No country has ever dropped out voluntarily. Libya was kicked out seven 
years ago.

The move could reinforce the perception that the Trump administration is seeking to advance Israel’s 
agenda on the world stage, just as it prepares to unveil its long-awaited Israeli-Palestinian peace plan despite 
Palestinian outrage over the embassy relocation. Trump’s son-in-law and senior adviser, Jared Kushner, is 
visiting the Middle East this week as the White House works to lay the groundwork for unveiling the plan.

Israel is the only country in the world whose rights record comes up for discussion at every council ses-
sion, under “Item 7” on the agenda. Item 7 on “Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories” has been 
part of the council’s regular business almost as long as it has existed.

The United States’ current term on the council ends next year. Although the U.S. could have remained a 
non-voting observer on the council, a U.S. official said it was a “complete withdrawal” and that the United 
States was resigning its seat “effective immediately.” The official wasn’t authorized to comment publicly 
and insisted on anonymity.

That means the council will be left without one of its traditional defenders of human rights. In recent 
months, the United States has participated in attempts to pinpoint rights violations in places like South 
Sudan, Congo and Cambodia.

The U.S. pullout was bound to have ripple effects for at least two countries at the council: China and 
Israel. The U.S., as at other U.N. organizations, is Israel’s biggest defender. At the rights council, the United 
States has recently been the most unabashed critic of rights abuses in China — whose growing economic 
and diplomatic clout has chastened some other would-be critics, rights advocates say.

There are 47 countries in the Human Rights Council, elected by the U.N.’s General Assembly with a 
specific number of seats allocated for each region of the globe. Members serve for three-year terms and 
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can serve only two terms in a row.

The United States has opted to stay out of the Human Rights Council before: The George W. Bush ad-
ministration opted against seeking membership when the council was created in 2006. The U.S. joined 
the body only in 2009 under President Barack Obama.

___
Associated Press writers Jamey Keaten in Geneva and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed.

Trump raises risk of economically harmful US-China trade war
By PAUL WISEMAN and ZEKE MILLER, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States and China edged closer Tuesday to triggering the riskiest trade 
war in decades, a fight that could weaken the world’s two largest economies, unsettle relations between 
Beijing and Washington and crimp global growth.

The collateral damage could be widespread.
If the tariffs the two countries have threatened to slap on each other’s exports take effect, their con-

sumers would have to pay higher retail prices. Companies would pay more for imported parts and would 
have to decide whether to absorb those higher costs — or pass them on to their customers.

American farmers could be evicted from a lucrative market for their goods. U.S. companies, from Cat-
erpillar to Qualcomm, would likely face obstruction from regulators in China, a market they rely on for an 
outsize share of sales.

The standoff, mostly over China’s sharp-elbowed drive to supplant U.S. technological dominance, threat-
ens to tip “the U.S. and China into a downward spiral like the world hasn’t seen since the trade war that 
plunged us deeper in in the Great Depression and into the Second World War,” warned Matt Gold, profes-
sor of international trade law at the Fordham Law School and a former U.S. trade official.

World financial markets buckled after President Donald Trump ratcheted up the tensions by proposing a 
fresh batch of tariffs on Chinese products. With concerns growing on Wall Street, the Dow Jones industrial 
average closed down nearly 300 points — more than 1 percent — on its sixth straight losing day.  Stocks 
tumbled nearly 3 percent in Hong Kong, 2 percent in Tokyo and 4 percent in Shanghai.

Trump previously ordered 25 percent tariffs on $50 billion in Chinese goods in retaliation for Beijing’s 
forced transfer of U.S. technology and for intellectual property theft. Those tariffs, set to start taking ef-
fect July 6, were matched by China’s threat to penalize U.S. exports.

Beijing’s response drew the president’s ire. On Monday night, Trump told his U.S. trade representative, 
Robert Lighthizer, to target an additional $200 billion in Chinese goods for 10 percent tariffs. These penal-
ties would take effect, the White House said, “if China refuses to change its practices” and proceeds with 
its plans for retaliatory tariffs.

The tit-for-tat penalties could escalate further yet: Trump threatened tariffs on $200 billion more in 
Chinese products if Beijing lashes back again. Combined, the potential tariffs on Beijing could cover $450 
billion — a sum equal to 89 percent of Chinese goods imported to the United States last year.

“He’s upping the ante,” Wendy Cutler, a former U.S. trade negotiator who is now at the Asia Society 
Policy Institute, said of Trump. “He’s willing to totally close our market to their exports... There are going 
to be serious consequences.”

The tariffs would start to slow U.S. growth, economists warn. Oxford Economics estimates that if Trump 
imposed the $200 billion in tariffs and China responded in kind, U.S. growth could slow by 0.3 percentage 
point next year.

Trump is gambling that Beijing has the most to lose. China couldn’t come close to matching America’s 
tariffs on $450 billion of Chinese exports. The United States sold only $130 billion of goods to China last 
year.

But Beijing has chosen its targets strategically. Soybeans are on the list — a direct shot at a swath of 
Trump supporters in the American heartland. About 60 percent of U.S. soybean exports go to China.

And Beijing has other ways to inflict pain on American companies. It could delay or deny licenses that 
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American companies need to operate in China. Or it could hold up their products at customs.

And U.S. companies have an increasingly sizable stake in the fast-growing Chinese market. They’ve 
invested a cumulative $256 billion there since 1990 (versus the $140 billion China has invested in the 
United States), according to the Rhodium Group research firm and the National Committee on U.S.-China 
Relations. Companies in the Standard & Poor’s 500 derive a collective 5.5 percent of their revenue from 
China, according to the data firm FactSet.

For some companies, the exposure to China is far higher: U.S. tech giant Qualcomm generates 63 percent 
of its revenue in China and needs Chinese authorities to approve its takeover of semiconductor maker 
NXP. Chipmaker Qorvo gets over half its revenue in China, Intel nearly 23 percent.

The Trump administration has tried to limit the impact of the tariffs on American consumers. Trump’s 
original $50 billion tariff list was heavy on industrial equipment. And his hard-line trade adviser, Peter Na-
varro, said Tuesday that the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative and the Council of Economic Advisers 
were working to spare consumers.

But the more the target list expands, the more likely consumers will be hurt — one reason the admin-
istration lowered the tariffs on the next $200 billion in imports to 10 percent from the 25 percent on the 
original $50 billion.

Can the trade war be stopped before it begins?
Trump is betting that the prospect of huge and widespread tariffs will force Beijing to agree to act to 

reduce its trade surplus with America ($336 billion in goods and services last year) and stop its forced 
technology transfers, cyber-theft and other aggressive policies.

Yet so far, China has shown little inclination to back off. It has promptly matched every U.S. threat with 
its own.

Analysts say Beijing is determined to develop its technological prowess and create world-leading compa-
nies in such fields as robotics and electric cars under a program it calls “China 2025.” U.S. officials argue 
that this program unfairly discriminates against U.S. and other foreign companies operating in China.

“Trump’s view that bullying and threats will advance US long-term economic interests seems set to en-
counter a harsh dose of realism,” said Eswar Prasad, professor of trade policy at Cornell University. “China 
is in no mood to negotiate against a background of escalating threats and hostile rhetoric.”

___
AP writers Jeff Karoub in Detroit, Ken Thomas and Christopher Rugaber in Washington and Gillian Wong, 

Joe McDonald and Christopher Bodeen in Beijing contributed to this report.

Yemeni officials say fighting rages around Hodeida airport
By AHMED AL-HAJ, Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Fierce fighting raged Tuesday outside the airport of the crucial Yemeni city of 
Hodeida as thousands of pro-government fighters backed by a Saudi-led coalition battled Iranian-allied 
Shiite rebels for control of the Red Sea port — the main passageway for food and aid supplies in a country 
teetering on the brink of famine.

Coalition officials, meanwhile, displayed weapons captured on the battlefield that they said show Iran 
is now arming the insurgents, known as Houthis, something Iran has long denied despite reports by the 
United Nations and Western countries linking it to the rebels’ arsenal.

The weapons, shown to reporters during a government-sponsored tour in the United Arab Emirates’ capital 
of Abu Dhabi and at an Emirati military base, included drones, a sniper rifle, roadside bombs disguised as 
rocks and a “drone boat,” which had been filled with explosives that failed to detonate.

Emirati officials said they included Iranian-labeled components inside equipment used to produce and 
load fuel for rockets the rebels have fired across the border at Saudi Arabia.

“We can say that these elements are military-grade materials imported from Iran to the Houthi militias,” 
Talal al-Teneiji, an Emirati Foreign Affairs Ministry official, told The Associated Press. Iran’s mission to the 
United Nations did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Wednesday, June 20, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 341 ~ 41 of 50

Groton Daily Independent
The rare display came as the UAE-backed Amaleqa brigades, supported by airstrikes and naval shelling 

from the Saudi-led coalition, tried to storm the southern and western parts of the Hodeida airport. They 
faced fierce resistance from rebel snipers and land mines encircling the airport.

“It is a vast, open area and the Houthis have covered the ground with land mines to prevent the forces’ 
advancements,” one Yemeni military official said, speaking on condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to brief the media. “It’s back and forth battles.”

Still, the official said it was a matter of hours before the forces would take full control of the airport.
The Amaleqa brigades have captured dozens of rebel fighters, including minors, in the airport fighting, 

the official said. Combat has been raging at the southern runway less than a mile (one kilometer) from 
the main airport compound.

Witnesses said coalition warships and warplanes have been hitting the airport and the eastern side of 
Hodeida around the clock since late Monday, aiming to cut off the main road that links Hodeida and the 
rebel-held capital, Sanaa.

Government forces have been trying for days to capture the Kilo 16 road to trap the Houthi rebels inside 
Hodeida and the western coast, and block supplies from coming in from Sanaa.

The fighting has forced dozens of families to flee their homes in the area around the Kilo 16 road toward 
the countryside, witnesses said. They said the rebels have fortified the area in preparation for a likely 
coming battle against government forces.

A senior Houthi official, Mohammed al-Bukaiti, confirmed the fierce fighting at the Hodeida airport. 
“Battles are raging south of the airport under unprecedented air cover,” he wrote on Facebook.

More than 40 airstrikes from the Saudi-led coalition hit the airport since Tuesday morning, Houthi officials 
said. Witnesses reported fire and thick smoke rising over the airport.

Also on Tuesday, the Saudi-led coalition bombed a bus carrying civilians, killing six people on the out-
skirts of Hodeida, said a senior Houthi-linked health official, Yahia Sharif Eddin. He said four of the dead 
were women.

Witnesses, however, said that the coalition was targeting Houthi fighters when shrapnel hit the bus car-
rying the civilians.

Earlier in the day, witnesses said another airstrike targeted a tractor driver and another man in eastern 
Hodeida who were digging trenches for the Houthi fighters. Both were killed.

Meanwhile, the United Nations special envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, left Sanaa after three days of 
talks with rebel leaders. He briefed the U.N. Security Council on Monday by video from the Yemeni capital 
on his proposals to restart political negotiations to end the three-year conflict.

The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said the heavy fighting poses a danger to 
the warehouses used for humanitarian aid in the port city.

In its daily report, the U.N. agency said fighting has engulfed several districts outside of Hodeida, 
prompting relief agencies to relocate stocks away from the battles, which has made some aid warehouses 
inaccessible.

The U.N. said on Monday that over 5,200 families have fled the fighting since June 1.
The Saudi-led coalition launched the campaign to retake Hodeida last Wednesday, with Emirati troops 

leading the force of government soldiers and irregular militia fighters backing Yemen’s exiled government. 
Saudi Arabia has provided air support, with targeting guidance and refueling from the U.S.

The campaign to seize control of Hodeida threatens to worsen Yemen’s humanitarian situation.
The offensive has faced criticism from international aid groups, who fear a protracted fight could force a 

shutdown of the port and potentially tip millions into starvation. Some 70 percent of Yemen’s food enters 
via the port, as well as the bulk of humanitarian aid and fuel supplies. Around two-thirds of the country’s 
population of 27 million relies on aid and 8.4 million are at risk of starving.

The Houthis seized control of Sanaa in September 2014, later pushing south toward the port city of 
Aden. The Saudi-led coalition entered the conflict in March 2015 and has faced criticism for a campaign 
of airstrikes that has killed civilians and destroyed hospitals and markets.
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The Houthis, meanwhile, have laid land mines, killing and wounding civilians, targeted religious minori-

ties and imprisoned opponents.
___
Associated Press writer Jon Gambrell in Abu Dhabi, United Emirates, contributed to this report.

Nassar victims urge Michigan State board to fire Engler
By ALICE YIN, Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — A letter signed by at least 130 sexual abuse victims of former sports doctor 
Larry Nassar on Tuesday urged Michigan State University’s governing board to oust interim president John 
Engler, saying he has reinforced a “culture of abuse” at the school.

The women and girls issued their joint statement three days before the board of trustees’ next meeting 
and after a week in which demands for Engler’s resignation reached a fever pitch.

Engler, who served as the state’s Republican governor from 1991 through 2002, has resisted pressure 
to step down. He took over on an interim basis in February after the previous president resigned amid 
fallout from the Nassar scandal. Media outlets last week reported that he sent emails to another university 
official in April criticizing lawyers for Nassar’s sexual assault victims and suggesting the first woman to go 
public with her accusations was probably getting a “kickback” from her attorney.

Among the 138 survivors who signed the letter are Olympic gymnastics gold medalist Aly Raisman, and 
Rachael Denhollander, a former gymnast who has been one of the most vocal critics of Engler. Olympians 
Jamie Dantzscher and Jeanette Antolin have also signed.

Michigan State spokeswoman Emily Guerrant declined comment on Tuesday.
In their lengthy written statement, the “sister survivors” said they stand together against “character 

attacks” and that Engler “has only reinforced the culture of abuse at MSU.” Current and future victims of 
sexual abuse “should know they can raise their voice without being characterized as pawns too foolish to 
know they are manipulated,” they said.

“There is no debate: President Engler has failed miserably,” they said in the letter. “Nothing at MSU - none 
of the mindsets that allowed Larry Nassar to abuse children for decades - have changed. Therefore, it is 
our position that MSU cannot move forward and become an institution of integrity and safety until John 
Engler is no longer president.”

Two of the university’s publicly elected trustees, Democrats Brian Mosallam and Dianne Byrum , have 
called for Engler to resign. A portion of the statement is directed at the six other trustees, four Republicans 
and two Democrats, asking them to “stand for what is right.”

“I applaud the sister survivors’ statement this morning,” Mosallam said Tuesday. “MSU will not be able 
to heal until John Engler is gone from our campus. Bluster may work in Lansing, but this is East Lansing, 
and in this town, we treat each other with respect and dignity — especially survivors of sexual abuse.”

Byrum also commended the survivors’ statement and agreed Engler “is the wrong person to lead MSU 
forward.”

Trustees Melanie Foster, Brian Breslin, Mitch Lyons, Joel Ferguson, George Perles and Dan Kelly have 
not responded to requests for comment.

Trustees hired Engler after Lou Anna Simon resigned in January over the Nassar scandal. Nassar was 
fired from Michigan State in 2016, two years after he became the subject of a sexual assault investigation.

Under Engler’s tenure, Michigan State has agreed to a $500 million settlement with 332 women and girls 
who said they were sexually assaulted by Nassar, a former campus sports doctor who also worked with 
the U.S. Olympic gymnastics team. Nassar now is in prison. Of that, $75 million will cover future claims.

“We stood against our abuser. We stood against an abusive culture. Now we are asking you to stand 
against it too and lead MSU forward into real change,” the letter said in its conclusion.

___
Associated Press writer Dave Eggert in Lansing, Michigan, and AP sports writer Larry Lage in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, contributed to this report.
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___
This story has been corrected to show the board trustee’s name is Brian Mosallam, not Mossallam.
___
For more stories on Larry Nassar and the fallout from his years of sexual abuse of young women and 

girls: https://apnews.com/tag/LarryNassar

China hopes for implementation of NKorea-US summit outcome
By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN and DAKE KANG, Associated Press

BEIJING (AP) — Chinese President Xi Jinping told North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Tuesday he hopes 
Pyongyang and Washington can fully implement the outcome of last week’s nuclear summit at which Kim 
pledged to work toward denuclearization in exchange for U.S. security guarantees.

State broadcaster CCTV said Xi told Kim that through the “concerted efforts of the relevant countries” 
negotiations regarding issues on the Korean Peninsula are back on track and the overall situation is mov-
ing in the direction of peace and stability.

The summit between Kim and U.S. President Donald Trump in Singapore marked an “important step 
toward the political solution of the Korean Peninsula nuclear issue,” Xi was quoted as saying in the meet-
ing at the Great Hall of the People in central Beijing.

China hopes North Korea and the U.S. can “implement well the outcomes achieved at the summit,” Xi 
said. China would “as always play a constructive role” in that process, he said.

Along with a statement signed by Kim and Trump offering vague commitments to denuclearization and 
security, Trump also agreed to suspend military exercises with South Korea in what was seen as a major 
win for North Korea and its chief allies, China and Russia.

Kim’s two-day visit to China, which began Tuesday, had not been announced in advance but was expected 
as part of the Communist neighbors’ tradition to report to each other on major developments.

The visit is Kim’s third to China since March, highlighting China’s crucial role in efforts by the U.S. and 
others to get North Korea to abandon its nuclear program. The U.S. has long looked to China to use its 
influence with North Korea to bring it to negotiations, but the visit comes as ties between Beijing and 
Washington are being tested by a major trade dispute.

CCTV showed Kim and his wife, Ri Sol Ju, being welcomed by Xi with full military honors. Xi and his wife, 
Peng Liyuan, later hosted Kim and Ri at a banquet, CCTV reported.

China’s official Xinhua News Agency announced the North Korean leader’s visit shortly after he appar-
ently landed Tuesday morning, dispensing with the secrecy shrouding previous trips to China by Kim and 
his father and predecessor, Kim Jong Il.

On the younger Kim’s first visit to China as leader, he took an armored train as his father had. His first 
two trips were not announced until after he had safely returned to North Korea.

Xi “is exerting a lot of influence from behind the scenes,” said Bonnie Glaser, senior adviser for Asia at 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington.

“I expect they will talk about the path going forward and where priorities should lie,” Glaser said. Those 
priorities, from China’s perspective, would be to ensure that Beijing is included in any peace treaty talks 
and in creating an environment on the Korean Peninsula that will make it unnecessary for U.S. troops to 
remain.

Kim is likely hoping to get China’s support for relief from punishing U.N. sanctions.
At a regularly scheduled briefing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said Tuesday that 

Beijing supported Russia’s calls last week for unilateral sanctions on North Korea — ones that aren’t im-
posed within the United Nations framework — to be canceled immediately.

“China always stands against the so-called unilateral sanctions outside the Security Council framework. 
This position is very clear and we believe sanctions themselves are not the end,” Geng said.

While Beijing and Moscow have supported U.N. restrictions, they bristle at Washington imposing sanc-
tions on its own to pressure North Korea.
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Trump’s surprise announcement in Singapore of a U.S. suspension of military drills with its South Korean 

ally fulfills a goal long pursued by North Korea and its primary backers China and Russia. That move is 
seen as potentially weakening defenses and diplomacy among America’s Asian allies, while bolstering 
China and Russia.

The U.S. has stationed combat troops in South Korea since the Korean War, in which China fought on 
North Korea’s side and which ended in 1953 with an armistice and no peace treaty.

South Korea’s Foreign Ministry said Kim’s visit to China highlights the “constructive role” Beijing could 
play in disarming North Korea.

Ministry spokesman Noh Kyu-duk also downplayed concerns that improving relations between China and 
North Korea could result in loosened Chinese sanctions against North Korea.

Cheng Xiaohe, an associate professor at Renmin University’s School of International Studies in Beijing, 
said it was significant that Chinese state broadcaster CCTV announced Kim’s visit before his return home.

“This is an improvement. This shows that China is moving toward a healthier and more normal direction 
in relations with North Korea,” Cheng said. He added that the frequency of Kim’s visits — three so far this 
year — was “unprecedented.”

Yang Mu-jin, a professor at the University of North Korean Studies in Seoul, said Kim’s visits show the 
recent chill in the two countries’ ties over Kim’s development of nuclear weapons and long-range missiles 
had fully lifted.

“I believe that indicates that the blood alliance between the North and China has been completely re-
stored,” Yang said.

Washington has long pressed Beijing to use its influence to compel North Korea into negotiations, but 
Kim’s visit comes as a dispute over the large trade imbalance between China and the U.S. has been esca-
lating, moving them closer to a potential trade war.

That could make it less attractive for China to use its influence over North Korea to help the U.S. achieve 
its objectives of denuclearization.

“The potential comprehensive trade war will make the cooperation between China and U.S. in North 
Korea’s nuclear issue more complicated,” Cheng said. “There will be a big question mark over whether 
China and the U.S. will continue this cooperation.”

___
Associated Press journalists Gillian Wong and Shanshan Wang in Beijing, Adam Schreck in Pyongyang, 

North Korea, and Kim Tong-hyung and Yong Jun Chang in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this report.

Democratic attorneys general urge end to border separations
By SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN, Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — A coalition of Democratic attorneys general demanded Tuesday that the 
Trump administration end a “zero tolerance” policy that has resulted in children being separated from their 
parents at the U.S.-Mexico border.

Led by New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas, 21 top state prosecutors from California to Mas-
sachusetts sent a letter to U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen on Tuesday, calling the policy inhumane and draconian.

The letter raises concerns about the violation of children’s rights and constitutional principles of due 
process and equal protection.

“The U.S. Justice Department is ignoring its legal and moral obligation for the sake of a political agenda 
at the expense of children and the efforts of state law enforcement officials combating crimes like human 
trafficking, drug trafficking and gang violence which operate across international borders,” Balderas said 
in a statement.

The attorneys join a chorus of church leaders and lawmakers from both parties who also have called 
the separations inhumane.

Nearly 2,000 minors have been separated from their families since Sessions announced the policy in 
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April. If a person doesn’t arrive at an appropriate port of entry to claim asylum, the crossing is deemed 
illegal and prosecuted even if the person does not have a criminal history.

With the adult detained and facing prosecution, any minors accompanying them are taken away.
U.S. officials have argued that the children are well cared for and that the government has high standards 

for the detention centers where they are being housed. They have said the separations result from legal 
loopholes but insist immigrants who arrive illegally won’t simply be released.

In their letter, the attorneys general argue that the fundamental rights of children are expressed in state, 
federal and international laws with an aim to protect their best interests. They say any process should first 
seek to protect those interests.

“The notion that the government should intrude into the rights of a parent to be with their child has 
historically been met with extremely high levels of scrutiny,” the letter reads.

The only attorneys general from states along the U.S.-Mexico border to sign the letter were Balderas 
and California Attorney General Xavier Becerra. Both are frequent critics of President Donald Trump and 
have been outspoken on other immigration issues.

___
See AP’s complete coverage of the debate over the Trump administration’s policy of family separation 

at the border: https://apnews.com/tag/Immigration

Army splits with West Point grad who touted communist revolt
By  MARY ESCH, Associated Press

WATERTOWN, N.Y. (AP) — The images Spenser Rapone posted on Twitter from his West Point gradu-
ation were intentionally shocking: In one, the cadet opens his dress uniform to expose a T-shirt with a 
blood-red image of socialist icon Che Guevara. In another, he raises his fist and flips his cap to reveal the 
message: “Communism will win.”

Less than a year after Rapone’s images drew a firestorm of vitriol and even death threats, the second 
lieutenant who became known as the “commie cadet” is officially out of the U.S. Army with an other-than-
honorable discharge.

Top brass at Fort Drum accepted Rapone’s resignation Monday after an earlier reprimand for “conduct 
unbecoming of an officer.” Rapone said an investigation found he went online to advocate for a socialist 
revolution and disparage high-ranking officers. Officially, the Army said in a statement only that it con-
ducted a full investigation and “appropriate action was taken.”

An unrepentant Rapone summed up the fallout in yet another tweet Monday that showed him extend-
ing a middle finger at a sign at the entrance to Fort Drum, accompanied by the words, “One final salute.”

“I consider myself a revolutionary socialist,” the 26-year-old Rapone told The Associated Press. “I would 
encourage all soldiers who have a conscience to lay down their arms and join me and so many others who 
are willing to stop serving the agents of imperialism and join us in a revolutionary movement.”

Rapone said his journey to communism grew out of his experiences as an Army Ranger in Afghanistan 
before he was accepted into the U.S. Military Academy. And those views only hardened during his studies 
of history as one of the academy’s “Long Gray Line.”

He explained that he took the offending selfies at his May 2016 West Point graduation ceremony and 
kept them to himself until last September, when he tweeted them in solidarity with NFL quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick, who was taking heat for kneeling for the national anthem to raise awareness of racism. Many 
other military personnel also tweeted in favor of Kaepernick, although most were supporting free speech, 
not communism.

West Point released a statement after Rapone posted the photos, saying his actions “in no way reflect 
the values of the U.S. Military Academy or the U.S. Army.” And U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, a Florida Republican, 
called on the secretary of the Army to remove Rapone from the officer ranks.

“While in uniform, Spenser Rapone advocated for communism and political violence, and expressed 
support and sympathy for enemies of the United States,” Rubio said Monday, adding “I’m glad to see that 
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they have given him an ‘other-than-honorable’ discharge.”

One of six children growing up in New Castle, Pennsylvania, Rapone said he applied to West Point, which 
is tuition-free, because he couldn’t afford college. He was nominated out of high school by then-U.S. Rep. 
Jason Altmire in 2010.

“He was an honors student, an athlete, a model citizen who volunteered in the community,” recalled 
Altmire, a Democrat. “During the interview, he expressed patriotism and looked just like a top-notch can-
didate. There were no red flags of any kind.”

But he wasn’t accepted to West Point, so Rapone enlisted in the Army. He was deployed to Afghanistan 
in 2011 and was assigned as an assistant machine gunner in Khost Province.

“We were bullies in one of the poorest countries on Earth,” Rapone said. “We have one of the most 
technologically advanced militaries of all time and all we were doing is brutalizing and invading and ter-
rorizing a population that had nothing to do with what the United States claimed was a threat.”

Toward the end of his deployment, he learned West Point fulfills a certain quota of enlisted soldiers every 
year. Despite his growing disillusionment about the military, he applied and got in.

“I was still idealistic,” he said.” I figured maybe I could change things from inside.”
In addition to classic socialist theorists such as Karl Marx, Rapone says he found inspiration in the writ-

ings of Stan Goff, a retired Special Forces master sergeant who became a socialist anti-war activist.
Even while still a cadet, Rapone’s online postings alarmed a West Point history professor, who wrote 

Rapone up, saying his online postings were “red flags that cannot be ignored.” Rapone was disciplined 
but still allowed to graduate.

Greg Rinckey, an attorney specializing in military law, said it’s rare for an officer out of West Point to 
receive an other-than-honorable discharge. He added that it’s possible the military academy could seek 
repayment of the cost of Rapone’s education because he didn’t serve the full five-year service obligation 
required upon graduation.

“I knew there could be repercussions,” said Rapone, who is scheduled to speak at a socialism confer-
ence in Chicago next month. “Of course my military career is dead in the water. On the other hand, many 
people reached out and showed me support. There are a lot of veterans both active duty and not that 
feel like I do.”

Asian stocks take breather from trade tension; markets mixed
By ANNABELLE LIANG, Associated Press

SINGAPORE (AP) — Asian markets were mixed on Wednesday as traders sidelined tariffs that the U.S. 
and China have threatened to impose on one another, focusing on positive housing data instead.

KEEPING SCORE: Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 index rose less than 0.1 percent to 22,287.42 and South 
Korea’s Kospi gained 0.9 percent to 2,361.39 in early trading. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng increased 0.1 percent 
to 29,508.83 while the Shanghai Composite in mainland China slipped 0.9 percent to 2,881.33. Australia’s 
S&P/ASX 200 climbed 0.8 percent to 6,149.20. Taiwan’s benchmark fell but Southeast Asian indexes were 
mixed.

U.S-CHINA TARIFFS: A burgeoning trade war between the U.S. and China is showing no signs of slow-
ing down. On Tuesday, China’s government called President Donald Trump’s threat of new tariffs on $200 
billion of Chinese goods “blackmail” and warned to retaliate with measures of its own. Trump has already 
announced a 25 percent tariff on up to $50 billion of Chinese products starting July 6. China retaliated by 
raising import duties on $34 billion worth of American goods, including soybeans, electric cars and whiskey.

POSITIVE HOUSING DATA: The solid U.S. job market has helped to boost demand for new homes. The 
Commerce Department said housing starts rose to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.35 million in 
May, the strongest pace since July 2007. All of May’s construction gains came from a 62 percent jump in 
the Midwest, while building slumped in the Northeast, South and West.

QUOTEWORTHY: “Trade tension is going to dominate market sentiment in the weeks to come. The mar-
ket is waiting for Beijing to come out with counter measurements to offload more chips,” said Margaret 
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Yang, market analyst at CMC Markets Singapore.

WALL STREET: Major U.S. benchmarks finished lower. The S&P 500 index dropped 0.4 percent to 2,762.57 
and the Dow Jones industrial average lost 1.1 percent to 24,700.21. The Nasdaq composite dipped 0.3 
percent to 7,725.59.

ENERGY: Oil futures recovered losses from the previous day ahead of an OPEC meeting on Friday. Saudi 
Arabia and Russia are seeking to raise production by 1.5 million barrels per day, but they may not get 
their way. Benchmark U.S. crude rose 17 cents to $65.07 a barrel in electronic trading on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. The contract settled at $64.90 per barrel on Tuesday. Brent crude, used to price 
international oils, gained 21 cents to $75.29 in London.

CURRENCIES: The dollar rose to 110.10 yen from 110.07 yen in late trading Tuesday. The euro ticked 
up to $1.1582 from $1.1575.

___
AP Markets Writer Marley Jay contributed to this report.

Mobile carriers cut off flow of location data to brokers
By FRANK BAJAK, AP Cybersecurity Writer

Verizon, AT&T, Sprint and T-Mobile have pledged to stop providing information on U.S. phone owners’ 
locations to data brokers, stepping back from a business practice that has drawn criticism for endanger-
ing privacy.

The data has apparently allowed outside companies to pinpoint the location of wireless devices without 
their owners’ knowledge or consent. Verizon said that about 75 companies have been obtaining its cus-
tomer data from two little-known California-based brokers that Verizon supplies directly — LocationSmart 
and Zumigo.

Verizon was the first major carrier to declare it would end sales of such data to brokers that then provide 
it to others. It did so in a June 15 letter to Sen. Ron Wyden, an Oregon Democrat who has been probing 
the phone location-tracking market. AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint followed suit Tuesday after The Associated 
Press reported the Verizon move.

None of the carriers said they are getting out of the business of selling location data. The carriers to-
gether have more than 300 million U.S. subscribers.

Verizon Chief Privacy Officer Karen Zacharia said the company would be careful not to disrupt “benefi-
cial services” such as fraud prevention and emergency roadside assistance. In an email to the AP, AT&T 
spokesman Jim Greer cited similar reasons for cutting off the intermediaries “as soon as practical.”

Last month, Wyden revealed abuses in the lucrative but loosely regulated field involving Securus Tech-
nologies, whose contract Verizon says was approved only for the location tracking of outside mobile phones 
called by prison inmates.

Verizon notified LocationSmart and Zumigo, both privately held, that it intends to “terminate their ability 
to access and use our customers’ location data as soon as possible,” Zacharia wrote.

Location data from Verizon and other carriers makes it possible to identify the whereabouts of nearly 
any phone in the U.S. within seconds. Popular commercial uses for the information include keeping tabs 
on packages, vehicles and employees; bank fraud prevention; and targeted marketing offers.

The cutoff won’t affect users’ ability to share locations directly with apps and other services. Rather, it 
deals with the practice of providing data to third parties with whom users have no direct contact.

Wyden wrote all four major U.S. wireless carriers on May 8 after learning about a web portal that let law 
officers track Americans’ locations without proper oversight. A former sheriff in Missouri has been accused 
of using Securus data for unauthorized surveillance of a judge, a sheriff and state highway patrol officers.

Days later, a Carnegie Mellon University security researcher discovered a security flaw in LocationSmart’s 
website that could have allowed any reasonably sophisticated hacker to secretly track almost any phone 
in the U.S. or Canada.

Wyden asked the carriers to identify which third parties have been acquiring carrier location data and 
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to provide details such as any third-party sharing of location data without customer consent. His office 
shared the companies’ responses with The AP.

None of the four carriers named any third parties, with two exceptions. One was Securus, which all four 
carriers have since cut off. The other was 3CInteractive, the reseller that supplied Securus.

“Verizon did the responsible thing and promptly announced it was cutting these companies off,” Wyden 
said in a statement, referring to the aggregators as “shady middle men.”

“The big concern was that this was probably the tip of the iceberg,” said Laura Moy, deputy director 
of the Georgetown Center on Privacy and Technology. She said Verizon’s move “indicates that it cannot 
actually police this process, that it doesn’t have the ability.” Nor can the other carriers, she said.

None of the four carriers responded to questions from the AP on whether they plan to sell location data 
directly instead of relying on the two California companies and, if so, how.

AT&T and T-Mobile, No. 2 and 3 in customers, said in letters to Wyden they only allow authorized third 
parties to access customer location data if the affected customers have given consent or if it is required 
by law — for instance, a court order. Verizon said the same.

Sprint said account holders must “generally be notified” if the data is to be used so they can decide 
whether they consent. T-Mobile has offered to buy Sprint for $26.5 billion.

The carriers left most of Wyden’s questions unanswered — such as how many of their customers had 
been affected by location sharing they never agreed to.

Gigi Sohn, a former top advisor at the Federal Communications Commission in the Obama administra-
tion, said Verizon has lately proven itself a “shining example” on privacy. “I think they understand that 
bad privacy practices are bad for business,” she said.

Moy said Verizon may have been motivated by a $1.4 million FCC fine for an earlier episode in which the 
company quietly tracked its wireless customers’ online travels with a “supercookie” for at least 22 months 
beginning in December 2012.

The company subsequently signed a consent order with the FCC promising to restrict that tracking to 
customers who affirmatively agreed to it.

The case also spurred FCC rules that would have required carriers to obtain consent for selling their 
customers’ wireless location data. But the GOP-led Congress quashed those rules last year.

Analysts say it’s difficult to gauge the size of the location-tracking aggregation market.
On its website, LocationSmart claims it is the No. 1 “location-as-a-service” provider with data from every 

top tier U.S. wireless carrier and more than 200 enterprise customers. Zumigo appears oriented to the 
financial sector, and lists Intel, Wells Fargo and Capital One among investors.

In a statement, LocationSmart said it respects user privacy, doesn’t provide access to location informa-
tion without user consent and doesn’t warehouse data or track user location histories.

The CEO of Zumigo, Chirag Bakshi, said his 7-year-old company provides location data to less than a half 
dozen big banks and financial institutions for fraud prevention. He said Zumigo does not let its customers 
resell the location data — and hopes to renegotiate with the carriers.

Analyst Rich Mogull of Arizona-based Securosis said telecom providers track and sell location data as 
a matter of course. A wide range of other businesses such as Google also assiduously compile location 
datasets on consumers.

“We are all tracked, all the time, primarily for marketing purposes, by such a large number of companies 
I’m not sure I would even know where to start the math,” said Mogull.

___
Associated Press technology writers Matt O’Brien in San Francisco and Mae Anderson in New York con-

tributed to this report.
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Today in History

By The Associated Press
Today in History
Today is Wednesday, June 20, the 171st day of 2018. There are 194 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 20, 1893, a jury in New Bedford, Massachusetts, found Lizzie Borden not guilty of the ax mur-

ders of her father and stepmother.
On this date:
In 1782, Congress approved the Great Seal of the United States, featuring the emblem of the bald eagle.
In 1789, during the French Revolution, members of the Third Estate took the “Tennis Court Oath,” vow-

ing not to disband until a written constitution was in place.
In 1791, King Louis XVI of France and his family attempted to flee in the so-called “Flight to Varennes,” 

but were caught.
In 1837, Queen Victoria acceded to the British throne following the death of her uncle, King William IV.
In 1863, West Virginia became the 35th state.
In 1921, U.S. Rep. Alice Mary Robertson, R-Okla., became the first woman to preside over a session of 

the House of Representatives.
In 1943, race-related rioting erupted in Detroit; federal troops were sent in two days later to quell the 

violence that resulted in more than 30 deaths.
In 1948, the variety series “Toast of the Town,” hosted by Ed Sullivan (for whom the show was later 

renamed), debuted on CBS television.
In 1967, boxer Muhammad Ali was convicted in Houston of violating Selective Service laws by refusing 

to be drafted and was sentenced to five years in prison. (Ali’s conviction was ultimately overturned by the 
U.S. Supreme Court).

In 1977, the first oil began flowing through the recently completed Trans-Alaska Pipeline from Prudhoe 
Bay to Valdez (val-DEEZ’).

In 1988, the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously upheld a New York City law making it illegal for private 
clubs with more than 400 members to exclude women and minorities.

In 1990, South African black nationalist Nelson Mandela and his wife, Winnie, arrived in New York City 
for a ticker-tape parade in their honor as they began an eight-city U.S. tour.

Ten years ago: Lightning began sparking more than 2,000 fires across northern and central California, 
eventually burning over a million acres. Model Naomi Campbell was sentenced in London to 200 hours of 
community service and fined 2,300 pounds ($4,600) after she pleaded guilty to kicking, spitting and swear-
ing at two police officers during an argument over lost luggage while aboard a plane at Heathrow Airport.

Five years ago: In a telephone interview with The Associated Press, the Taliban proposed a deal in which 
they would free U.S. Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, held since 2009, in exchange for five of their most senior 
operatives at Guantanamo Bay. (The exchange took place, with Bergdahl being handed over on May 31, 
2014.) The Food and Drug Administration approved unrestricted sales of the morning-after pill, lifting all 
age limits on the emergency contraceptive. The Miami Heat repeated as champions with a 95-88 victory 
over the San Antonio Spurs in Game 7 of the NBA Finals.

One year ago: A runoff election between Republican Karen Handel and Democrat Jon Ossoff was held 
in Georgia’s 6th Congressional District; Handel was declared the winner with 52 percent of the vote to 
Ossoff’s 48. Uber CEO Travis Kalanick resigned under pressure from investors and Uber’s board. Rapper 
Prodigy, a member of the hardcore New York hip-hop duo Mobb Deep, died in Las Vegas at age 42.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Bonnie Bartlett is 89. Actress Olympia Dukakis is 87. Actor James Tolkan is 
87. Actor Danny Aiello is 85. Blues musician Lazy Lester is 85. Movie director Stephen Frears is 77. Singer-
songwriter Brian Wilson is 76. Actor John McCook is 74. Singer Anne Murray is 73. TV personality Bob Vila 
is 72. Musician Andre Watts is 72. Actress Candy Clark is 71. Producer Tina Sinatra is 70. Rhythm and blues 
singer Lionel Richie is 69. Actor John Goodman is 66. Rock musician Michael Anthony is 64. Pop musician 
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John Taylor is 58. Rock musician Mark degli Antoni (de-GLI’-an-toh-nee) is 56. Christian rock musician 
Jerome Fontamillas (Switchfoot) is 51. Rock musician Murphy Karges (Sugar Ray) is 51. Actress Nicole Kid-
man is 51. Country/bluegrass singer-musician Dan Tyminski is 51. Movie director Robert Rodriguez is 50. 
Actor Peter Paige is 49. Actor Josh Lucas is 47. Rock musician Jeordie White (AKA Twiggy Ramirez) is 47. 
Rock singer Chino Moreno (Deftones) is 45. Country-folk singer-songwriter Amos Lee is 41. Country singer 
Chuck Wicks is 39. Actress Tika Sumpter is 38. Country musician Chris Thompson (The Eli Young Band) is 
38. Actress-singer Alisan Porter is 37. Christian rock musician Chris Dudley (Underoath) is 35. Rock singer 
Grace Potter (Grace Potter & the Nocturnals) is 35. Actor Mark Saul is 33. Actress Dreama Walker is 32. 
Actor Chris Mintz-Plasse (plahs) is 29. Actress Maria Lark is 21.

Thought for Today: “A man’s errors are his portals of discovery.” — James Joyce, Irish poet (1882-1941).


