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Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans. 

1- Chicken Soup for the Soul
1- Harry Implemenet Ad
1- Abeln’s 90th Birthday
1- Recycling Trailer
2- Yard of the Week
2- Groton Care & Rehab Ad
2- Groton Care & Rehab Rootbeer Float Ad
3- Dr. Holm’s Column
4- Today in Weather History
5- Today’s Forecast
6- Yesterday’s Weather
6- National Weather map
6- Today’s Weather Almanac
7- Daily Devotional
8- 2018 Groton Community Events
9- News from the Associated Press

Virginia Abeln will be celebrating her 90th 
birthday on June 16, 2018. Help her cel-
ebrate by sending birthday wishes to: 407 
North Garfield, Apt.11, Groton, SD, 57445



Wednesday, June 13, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 334 ~ 2 of 35

Groton Daily Independent

Groton Job Opportunities
C.N.A.s ~ Nurses
Part-Time Cook

Contact Brynn Pickrel or Nellie Hatfield at 605-397-
2365 or apply in person.

EOE/AA/M/F/V/D-Drug Free Workplace

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 

Wednesday, June 13th
6:30 p.m.

The Groton Community 
is Invited to

The Ryan and Jennifer Schelle yard at 902 N. Sixth Street has been 
chosen as the first Yard of the Week by the Groton Garden Club.
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Frankenstein Meets a Greek God

  
Have you heard the myth of Prometheus, the Greek 

Titan who challenged Zeus? Prometheus stole fire from 
Olympus and brought it down to humankind, making Zeus 
furious with him for sharing with mere mortals the secret 
of such power. Zeus punished Prometheus by chaining him 
to a rock. Each day, birds with sharp beaks would open 
his abdomen and eat away his liver, and, each night, his 
liver would grow back. Each day Prometheus would suffer, 
repeatedly punished for his gift to humanity. 

 
There are many interpretations of the myth, but prob-

ably the most famous comes with the Frankenstein story, written by 17-year-old Mary Shelly in 1816. In 
Shelly’s time, science was virtually exploding with new knowledge. Modern medicine was becoming effec-
tive, illustrated by how death rates were dropping; Galvani and Volt had just discovered how a dead frog 
leg would jerk when connected to a battery; chemists were showing how ether and nitrous gasses could 
make people stay asleep during surgery; and biologists were on the verge of realizing how microscopic 
bacteria cause contagion and fever, and how cleanliness could prevent such infection following surgery.

 
Thus, it is understandable why Shelly would create her famous story about scientist Victor Frankenstein. 

Like Prometheus who brought fire to mortals, her mad scientist brought life back to something once dead 
using newly discovered breakthroughs in electricity and chemistry. Shelly imagined how a mortal with 
scientific knowledge could create a superhuman being out of body parts stolen from a graveyard. 

 
However, such a discovery should require responsibility and careful safeguards. Like fire that can jump 

its boundaries and spread destruction, creative scientific experimentation could quickly get out of control 
and cause monstrous harm and havoc to people and the environment. One cardinal rule of ethics we are 
taught in medical school demands: “first of all, do no harm.” 

Most every significant advancement in science has a potential good and bad side. Consider how nuclear 
power can produce marketable energy and yet can cause explosions of mass destruction; how antibiot-
ics can treat life-threatening infections and yet can cause life-threatening overgrowth diarrhea illnesses; 
how advancements in genetics can cure a chronic disease like hepatitis C yet can potentially cause harm 
to our society’s ability to afford health care. Indeed, great advancements in science can do tremendous 
good while still having the possibility to cause potential danger to public and environmental health. 

 
Thus, the Greek myth of Prometheus and the monster story of Frankenstein both speak to us today. 

As we seek to advance science, we must understand the ethical responsibility of safety. First of all, do 
no harm.

By Richard P. Holm M.D.
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Today in Weather History 

June 13, 1943: An estimated F2 tornado moved ENE, destroying a home on the southeastern edge of 
Highmore in Hyde Country. A mother and her five children seeking shelter in the home were injured. Barns 
and outbuildings were damaged on a dozen farms. This tornado was estimated to be on the ground for 
about 8 miles and caused about $10,000 in damage.

June 13, 1991: A small F1 tornado remained on the ground for 4 miles as it moved westerly from 10 
miles west of Roscoe to 6 miles west of Roscoe, in Edmunds County. The path of the tornado continued for 
another 5 miles but was not consistently on the ground. It dissipated one mile west of Roscoe. Although 
the tornado had a long path, its width was 10 yards and traveled through open fields and cause little to 
no damage.

1972: Severe weather conditions over the Yucatan peninsula in Mexico begin to converge and form a 
tropical depression that would become Hurricane Agnes over the next two weeks. This hurricane affected 
most of the eastern United States with the Northeast being the hardest hit area with heavy rainfall. 

1976: A deadly tornado moved across parts of the southwestern Chicago, Illinois suburbs killing three 
people and injured 23 others. The tornado, with winds over 200 mph moved from Lemont to Downers 
Grove causing $13 million in damage when 87 homes were destroyed, and another 90 were damaged. 
The tornado passed over the Argonne National Laboratory, peeling part of a roof of the building housing 
a nuclear reactor. The tornadoes movement was somewhat erratic moving southeast to the north and 
finally turning northwest. 

1889 - Forest fires in northern Wisconsin and northeast Minnesota were in the process of destroying 
millions of dollars of board feet of timber. (David Ludlum)

1907 - The temperature at Tamarack, CA, dipped to 2 degrees above zero, the lowest reading of record 
for June for the U.S. The high that day was 30 degrees. Tamarack received 42 inches of snow between 
the 10th and the 13th. On the 13th the snow depth was 130 inches. (The Weather Channel)

1984 - Severe thunderstorms struck Denver deluging the city with five inches of rain, and leaving up to 
six feet of water in some places. Softball size hail smashed windshields and ripped through metal cars. 
Snow plows had to be called out. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Fifteen cities in the north central U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date, including 
International Falls, MN, with a reading of 92 degrees. Mason City IA and Waterloo IA reported record highs 
of 100 degrees. Thunderstorms in the northeastern U.S. produced golf ball size hail around Hamilton Square 
NJ, along with high winds which tore the roof off a hospital causing a million dollars damage. Averill Park 
NY was deluged with 1.64 inches of rain in fifteen minutes. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Afternoon thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Southern and Central Plains Region. 
Forrest NM was deluged with 5.5 inches of rain in ninety minutes. Temperatures soared into the 90s across 
much of the eastern half of the nation, including New England. Northern Illinois reported a record twenty 
straight days of dry weather. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Southern Plains Region to the Carolinas during 
the day and night, and continued to drench parts of Texas and Oklahoma with heavy rain. Oklahoma City 
reported 13.41 inches of rain for the first thirteen days of the month, and Fort Worth TX reported 29.56 
inches for the year, a total more than 13 inches above normal. Severe drought continued to rage across 
South Texas. (The National Weather Summary)
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Another mild and dry day is expected for the region. Anticipate an increase in southerly winds and 
humidity late and overnight. That means Thursday will be hot and humid, with a risk for severe weather. 
Storms will probably develop in the western Dakotas in the late afternoon and evening - moving east 
through the evening and overnight hours with the main threats being hail and strong winds.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp:  75.8 F at 6:21 PM   
Low Outside Temp:  52.2 F at 6:26 AM 
Wind Chill: 
High Gust:  23.0 Mph at 8:42 AM    
Precip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 102° in 1936
Record Low: 36° in 1942
Average High: 77°F 
Average Low: 53°F 
Average Precip in June: 1.56
Precip to date in June: 0.89
Average Precip to date: 8.70
Precip Year to Date: 5.19
Sunset Tonight: 9:23 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:44 a.m.
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CENTERED!

The word “heart” in the Bible refers to “the center of things” or the “inner man” or “the governing center” 
of man. There is no suggestion in Scripture that the brain is the center of our consciousness, our wills or 
our thoughts. In fact some Biblical scholars believe that the “First great commandment probably means 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart’ - that is with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.” In other words, what is in our hearts is what comes out in our lives.

Looked at from this point of view that the heart is essentially where our thoughts and desires and goals 
and values originate, we can say that for the Christian, life is “lived from the inside out.” Sooner or later, 
if it’s on the inside, it will surface on the outside. Then people will know who we are and what matters 
the most to us. Indeed, seeing is believing.

The Psalmist gave us this truth when he wrote: “I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not 
sin against You.” Jesus added His wisdom to this very basic truth when He said, “A good man brings good 
things out of the good stored up in his heart...For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”

One of the most popular advertisements on TV is the one that asks, “What’s in your wallet?” But in the 
end the answer to that question is not really important. It’s “What’s in your heart” that matters most. If 
God’s Word is in our hearts He will be obvious in our lives!

Prayer: Help us, Father, to spend time in Your Word and with Your Word so others will see Your Word 
in us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 119:11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

• Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round) 
• 11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion 

(Fall/Winter Months)
• 1/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm
• 4/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 5/4/2019 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 5/27/2019 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to 

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)
• 6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)
• 6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove
• 6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)
• 9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/01/2018 Olive Grove Golf Course 2018 Holiday Party

• Best Ball Golf Tourney
• SDSU Golf Tourney 
• Sunflower Golf Tourney
• Santa Claus Day
• Fireman’s Stag 
• Tour of Homes
• Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
• School Events
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Homes, business temporarily evacuated due to gas leak
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A gas leak forced some businesses and homes to be evacuated in Rapid City.
A crew from Montana-Dakota Utilities was sent to the scene and quickly stopped the leak Tuesday af-

ternoon on Sturgis Road.
The Rapid City Journal reports fire officials also asked drivers to avoid the area while the leak was fixed.
___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Tuesday:

Mega Millions
01-03-05-08-70, Mega Ball: 3, Megaplier: 2
(one, three, five, eight, seventy; Mega Ball: three; Megaplier: two)
Estimated jackpot: $144 million

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $121 million

South Dakota man sentenced on state, federal hunting charges
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A South Dakota man accused of illegally baiting a mountain lion with dead deer 

has been sentenced on state and federal charges.
The Rapid City Journal reports 21-year-old Mason Hamm of Rapid City recently pleaded guilty in federal 

court to hunting with an unregistered firearm and was sentenced to eight months in prison. He admitted 
killing a mountain lion in January 2016 using a rifle with a silencer that wasn’t registered to him on the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives database.

Hamm also was sentenced to serve four days in jail on state hunting misdemeanors to which he pleaded 
guilty.

Hamm’s hunting companion, William Colson VI of Rapid City, was sentenced in February to probation, 
banned from hunting for nine years and fined $11,000.

___
This story has been corrected to show that the silencer was not registered to Hamm on the ATF data-

base, not that the silencer was not registered with the agency.
___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Twins bringing back veteran Matt Belisle for bullpen help
DETROIT (AP) — The Minnesota Twins have signed right-handed reliever Matt Belisle to an $800,000, 

one-year contract, bringing back the popular veteran after a stint with Cleveland.
The Twins made the move Tuesday before their game at Detroit and designated utility infielder Gregorio 

Petit for release or assignment to make room on the roster.
Belisle had a 5.06 ERA for the Indians in eight appearances earlier this season before being assigned to 

Triple-A Columbus. The 38-year-old posted a 4.03 ERA for the Twins in 2017 in 62 appearances. He moved 

News from the
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from setup man to a ninth-inning role after closer Brandon Kintzler was traded.

Twins relievers rank 21st in the major leagues with a 4.15 ERA.
Petit had 26 at-bats for the Twins. He hit .308 and played all four infield positions.
___
For more AP baseball coverage: https://apnews.com/tag/MLBbaseball

More than half South Dakota communities losing population
DE SMET, S.D. (AP) — More than 160 rural communities that account for more than half of incorporated 

municipalities in South Dakota had either flat or flagging populations between 2010 and 2017, according 
to recent U.S. Census Bureau data.

De Smet is one of those communities, the Argus Leader reported . The city is held back by its lack of 
housing for newcomers, said Rita Anderson, director of the De Smet Development Corporation.

“Our population could grow,” Anderson said. “I have people calling me daily for housing, but when we 
don’t have it our population can’t grow.”

Jobs and housing are often major barriers for rural communities to reverse population declines, said 
Jessica Schad, who researches rural population patterns at South Dakota State University.

“They don’t have amenities that attract new people,” Schad said. “They don’t have some of the health 
facilities that people need, so we don’t see people moving there and we also see the young people leaving.”

Rural counties in the middle of South Dakota experienced some of the largest population declines dur-
ing the seven-year period. Hyde County saw a 7 percent population decrease and Hand County lost 4.5 
percent of its population.

Counties showing significant growth are located near a large metro area or a major university. Lincoln 
County, which covers southern Sioux Falls, saw a more than 26 percent population growth in the last seven 
years. Brookings, the city where South Dakota State University is located, added nearly 1,900 people since 
the 2010 census.

Schad said the state’s patterns match the rest of the United States. Population loss doesn’t mean that 
communities aren’t strong, she said.

De Smelt has welcomed new jobs by attracting manufacturers to its recently-built industrial park, An-
derson said.

Anderson said, “We’ve seen several young people that have moved to the community in the past four 
or five years and it’s really been encouraging to us.”

___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Mother releases video of SDSU officer handcuffing daughter
BROOKINGS, S.D. (AP) — A woman has released police video of a South Dakota State University officer 

grabbing her teenage daughter by the wrist and handcuffing her during an arrest on campus last September.
Melissa Mentele, of Emery, says her two daughters were stopped by the officer as they walked on 

campus. Within seconds of leaving his squad car, the officer handcuffed 17-year-old Madison Mentele and 
restrained her face down while she screamed and repeatedly asked him to stop.

“The kids were literally doing nothing. They were walking across campus at 11:30 at night which was 
within curfew,” Mentele said, adding that she decided to share the video to raise questions about the of-
ficer’s actions.

“It looked like a felony drug arrest or a murder arrest,” Mentele said. Madison, who suffered a dislocated 
wrist, was never charged with anything.

Officer Jason Baker defended the arrest in court Monday, saying he stopped the girls due to suspicious 
behavior. Baker testified at a trial for Mentele’s 19-year-old daughter, Lillian, who was charged with ob-
struction and resisting arrest for trying to intervene in her younger sister’s arrest. She was found guilty of 
obstruction, but the resisting charge was dropped.
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Mentele broke down in court when the video was played. She said she is still looking for answers as to 

why the officer is employed by the university. SDSU spokesman Mike Lockrem said Tuesday the university 
doesn’t comment on legal or personnel matters.

The Brookings County attorney declined to charge the officer last year after the state Division of Criminal 
Investigation reviewed the arrest.

Sioux Falls Sports Authority director joining Summit League
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Sioux Falls Sports Authority Executive Director Bryan Miller is leaving to take 

a position with the Summit League.
Commissioner Tom Douple says Miller has been hired as assistant commissioner of championships and 

marketing.
The league created the position as it prepares to move its headquarters from Elmhurst, Illinois, to Sioux 

Falls in August.
The Summit League also announced the promotion of Stephanie Sabaduquia to assistant commissioner 

of championships and sport administration.
The independent Sioux Falls Sports Authority was formed in 2006 by community leaders to recruit major 

sporting events to the Sioux Falls area.

County auditor’s office finds 164 uncounted primary ballots
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The Minnehaha County Auditor’s Office has discovered 164 uncounted ballots 

after South Dakota’s primary election and added them to the existing results.
The Argus Leader reports that County Auditor Bob Litz told the Minnehaha County Commission on Mon-

day that the ballots were found as election officials updated voter history last week.
Litz says the ballots were discovered in a sealed ballot box at a secure location. Litz says he decided to 

count the ballots after consulting with the Secretary of State’s office and the state’s attorney.
Adding the uncounted ballots didn’t change the outcome of any races. Minnehaha County voters cast 

more than 19,000 ballots in the June 5 primary election.
County commissioners voted Monday to certify the canvass of election results.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

2 slaying suspects say arrests on reservation were illegal
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Two suspects in a Rapid City killing have asked a judge to throw out evidence 

they say was obtained after they were illegally arrested on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
Twenty-two-year-old Maricelo Garcia is charged with murder and 20-year-old Cierra Walks is accused 

of being an accessory in the fatal shooting of fellow Rapid City man Clinton Farlee following an argument 
last October.

The Rapid City Journal reports lawyers for Garcia and Walks say the arrests were illegal because they 
were made in Indian Country using state warrants.

Pennington County prosecutors maintain the arrests were lawful because they were executed through 
a task force coordinated by the U.S. Marshals Service that deputizes local law enforcement under federal 
law to pursue state fugitives.

The judge is expected to rule in August.
___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com
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Prison inmate convicted of assaulting officers

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A South Dakota prison inmate has been convicted of assaulting two correc-
tional officers.

A Minnehaha County jury found 25-year-old James Dornbusch guilty of four counts of assault against a 
Department of Corrections employee, felonies that are punishable by up to two years in prison.

Attorney General Marty Jackley says the charges stem from an incident in September 2016 in which 
Dornbusch assaulted two officers. A sentencing date has not been set.

Trump declares via Twitter the NKorea nuclear threat is over
By ADAM SCHRECK and FOSTER KLUG, Associated Press

SINGAPORE (AP) — President Donald Trump declared on Twitter Wednesday that there was “no longer 
a Nuclear Threat from North Korea,” a bold and questionable claim following his summit with leader Kim 
Jong Un that produced few guarantees on how and when Pyongyang would disarm.

“Just landed - a long trip, but everybody can now feel much safer than the day I took office,” he tweeted. 
“There is no longer a Nuclear Threat from North Korea. Meeting with Kim Jong Un was an interesting and 
very positive experience. North Korea has great potential for the future!”

Trump and Kim were returning to their respective strongholds following the talks — but to far different 
receptions.

In Pyongyang, the North Korean autocrat woke up to state media’s enthusiastic claims of a victorious 
meeting with the U.S. president; photos of him standing side-by-side with Trump on the world stage were 
splashed across newspapers. Trump, meanwhile, faced questions about whether he gave away too much 
in return for far too little when he bestowed a new legitimacy on Kim’s rule and agreed, at Pyongyang’s 
request, to end war games with Seoul that the allies had long portrayed as crucial to Asian safety.

As the top U.S. diplomat jetted to South Korea for follow-up talks Wednesday, much of Asia was still 
trying to process the whirlwind events of the day before.

There was, at times, a surreal quality to the carefully staged, five-hour meeting of two men who’d been 
threatening each other with nuclear war and insulting each other’s mental and physical attributes just 
months before. Trump repeatedly praised Kim’s negotiating skills and their new relationship and expressed 
hope for “a bright new future” for Kim’s impoverished nation.

But there were worries, especially in Tokyo and Seoul, which both have huge U.S. military presences, 
about Trump agreeing to halt U.S. military exercises with South Korea, which the North has long claimed 
were invasion preparations. That concession to Kim appeared to catch the Pentagon and officials in Seoul 
off guard, and some South Koreans were alarmed.

“The United States is our ally, so the joint military drills are still necessary to maintain our relationship 
with the U.S.,” said Lee Jae Sung, from Incheon. “I think they will be continued for a while.”

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo arrived at Osan Air Base south of Seoul from Singapore early 
Wednesday evening. Pompeo met for close to an hour with Gen. Vincent Brooks, commander of U.S. 
Forces Korea, at the air base before heading by motorcade to Seoul.

Pompeo will meet President Moon Jae-in on Thursday morning to discuss the summit. Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Kono is also heading to Seoul and is due to meet with Pompeo and his South Korean coun-
terpart. Pompeo, the former CIA director, then plans to fly to Beijing to update the Chinese government 
on the talks.

On the issue the world has been most fixated on — North Korea’s pursuit of a nuclear arsenal meant 
to target the entire U.S. mainland — Trump and Kim signed a joint statement that contained a repeat 
of past vows to work toward a denuclearized Korean Peninsula. The details of how and when the North 
would denuclearize appear yet to be determined, as are the nature of the unspecified “protections” Trump 
is pledging to Kim and his government.

Despite the confusion and disappointment among some, the summit managed to, for a time at least, 
reset a relationship that has long been characterized by bloodshed and threats. In agreeing to the summit, 
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Trump risked granting Kim his long-sought recognition on the world stage in hopes of ending the North’s 
nuclear program.

“Before taking office people were assuming that we were going to War with North Korea,” Trump tweeted 
Wednesday. “President (Barack) Obama said that North Korea was our biggest and most dangerous prob-
lem. No longer - sleep well tonight!”

Trump’s claim that North Korea no longer poses a nuclear threat is questionable.
North Korea is believed to possess more than 50 nuclear warheads, with its atomic program spread 

across more than 100 sites constructed over decades to evade international inspections. Trump insisted 
that strong verification of denuclearization would be included in a final agreement, saying it was a detail 
his team would begin sorting out with the North Koreans next week.

Moon has championed engagement with the North, and the agreement’s language on North Korea’s 
nuclear program was similar to what the leaders of North and South Korea came up with at their own 
summit in April. Trump and Kim referred back to the so-called Panmunjom Declaration, which contained 
a weak commitment to denuclearization but no specifics on how to achieve it.

As Trump acknowledged that denuclearization would not be accomplished overnight, the North sug-
gested Wednesday that Trump had moved away from his demand for complete denuclearization before 
U.S. sanctions on the long-isolated country are removed.

The state-run Korean Central News Agency said the two leaders “shared recognition to the effect that it 
is important to abide by the principle of step-by-step and simultaneous action in achieving peace, stability 
and denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.” KCNA also reported that Trump had expressed his intention 
to lift sanctions “over a period of goodwill dialogue” between the two countries.

The White House declined to comment on the North Korean characterization of the deal. Instead, officials 
merely pointed to the text of the joint Trump-Kim statement, and left it at that.

The Singapore agreement does not detail plans for North Korea to demolish a missile engine testing 
site, a concession Trump said he’d won, or Trump’s promise to end military exercises in the South while 
negotiations between the U.S. and the North continue. Trump cast that decision as a cost-saving measure, 
but also called the exercises “inappropriate” while talks continue.

While progress on the nuclear question was murky, the leaders spent the public portions of their five 
hours together expressing optimism and making a show of their new relationship. Trump declared he and 
Kim had developed “a very special bond,” and seemed to delight in giving Kim a glimpse of the presidential 
limousine. Kim, for his part, said the leaders had “decided to leave the past behind” and promised, “The 
world will see a major change.”

The U.S. has stationed combat troops in South Korea since the end of the Korean War in the 1950s and 
has used them in a variety of drills. The next scheduled major exercise, involving tens of thousands of 
troops, normally is held in August.

The Pentagon said Tuesday it was consulting with the White House and others, but was silent on whether 
the August exercise would proceed. Mattis’ chief spokeswoman, Dana W. White, told reporters he was 
“in full alignment” with Trump.

In Japan, the prospect of canceled U.S.-South Korean drills was met with concern.
“The U.S.-South Korea joint exercises and U.S. forces in South Korea play significant roles for the security 

in East Asia,” Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera told reporters Wednesday. He said he planned 
to continue sharing the view with Washington and Seoul.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga said Japan wants to get further explanations from the U.S. and 
South Korea on the issue. He declined to comment further.

In South Korea, the liberal Kyunghyang Shinmun newspaper said Trump and Kim have started a “march 
of peace” to end nearly seven decades of hostility and pave the way for permanent peace and prosperity 
on the peninsula.

The conservative Chosun Ilbo, the country’s biggest paper, was decidedly more critical, denouncing Trump 
for offering the end of military drills while failing to convince the North to commit to verifiably giving up its 
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nukes for good. It called the summit “dumbfounding and nonsensical,” and said it will allow North Korea 
to permanently maintain its nuclear weapons program.

___
Associated Press writers Eric Talmadge in Pyongyang, North Korea; Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul, South 

Korea; Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo; and Josh Lederman in Singapore contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP’s summit coverage here: http://apne.ws/MPbJ5Tv

Saudi-led forces begin assault on Yemen port city of Hodeida
By JON GAMBRELL, Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — A Saudi-led coalition backing Yemen’s exiled government began 
an assault Wednesday on the port city of Hodeida, the main entry for food into a country already on the 
brink of famine, raising warnings from aid agencies that Yemen’s humanitarian disaster could deepen.

The assault on the Red Sea port aims to drive out Iranian-aligned Shiite rebels known as Houthis and 
their allies, who have held Hodeida since 2015, and a victory could be a major shift in a war that has been 
stalemated. But it could bring the first major street-to-street fighting for the coalition, a potentially dragged 
out battle deadly for combatants and civilians alike.

The fear is that a protracted fight could force a shutdown of Hodeida’s port at a time when a halt in aid 
risks tipping millions into starvation. Some 70 percent of Yemen’s food enters the country via the port, as 
well as the bulk of humanitarian aid and fuel supplies. Around two-thirds of the country’s population of 27 
million relies on aid and 8.4 million are even worse off, at risk of starving already.

Before dawn Wednesday, convoys of vehicles appeared to be heading toward the rebel-held city, ac-
cording to videos posted on social media. The sound of heavy, sustained gunfire clearly could be heard 
in the background.

Saudi-owned satellite news channels and later state media announced the battle had begun, citing mili-
tary sources. They also reported coalition airstrikes and shelling by naval ships.

The initial battle plan appeared to involve a pincer movement. Some 2,000 troops who crossed the Red 
Sea from an Emirati naval base in the African nation of Eritrea landed west of the city with plans to seize 
Hodeida’s port, Yemeni security officials said.

Emirati forces with Yemeni troops moved in from the south near Hodeida’s airport, while others sought 
to cut off Houthi supply lines to the east, the officials said. They spoke on condition of anonymity as they 
weren’t authorized to brief journalists.

Yemen’s exiled government “has exhausted all peaceful and political means to remove the Houthi militia 
from the port of Hodeida,” it said in a statement. “Liberation of the port of Hodeida is a milestone in our 
struggle to regain Yemen from the militias.”

The Houthi-run Al Masirah satellite news channel later acknowledged the offensive, claiming rebel forces 
hit a Saudi coalition ship near Hodeida with two missiles. Houthi forces have fired missiles at ships previously.

“The targeted ship was carrying troops prepared for a landing on the coast of Hodeida,” the channel said.
The Saudi-led coalition did not immediately acknowledge the incident. The U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, whose 

area of responsibility includes the Red Sea, referred questions to the Pentagon, which did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

Forces loyal to Yemen’s exiled government and irregular fighters led by Emirati troops had neared Hodeida 
in recent days. The port is some 150 kilometers (90 miles) southwest of Sanaa, Yemen’s capital held by 
the Houthis since they swept into the city in September 2014. The Saudi-led coalition entered the war in 
March 2015 and has received logistical support from the U.S.

Emirati Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash earlier told French newspaper Le Figaro the 
deadline for a withdrawal from Hodeida by the Houthis expired early Wednesday morning.

The United Nations and other aid groups already had pulled their international staff from Hodeida ahead 
of the rumored assault.
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However, so far, the port remains open, with supplies arriving. Several ships arrived in the past days, 

including oil tankers, and there has been no word from the coalition or U.N. to stop work, according to a 
senior port official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to the press.

“If this vital route for supplying food, fuel and medicine is blocked, the result will be more hunger, more 
people without health care and more families burying their loved ones,” Oxfam’s country director in Ye-
men, Muhsin Siddiquey, warned last week.

Over 10,000 people have been killed in Yemen’s civil war, which has displaced 2 million more and helped 
spawn a cholera epidemic. The Saudi-led coalition has been criticized for its airstrikes killing civilians. 
Meanwhile, the U.N. and Western nations say Iran has supplied the Houthis with weapons from assault 
rifles up to the ballistic missiles they have fired deep into Saudi Arabia, including at the capital, Riyadh.

The war has also pushed Yemen into near famine. The coalition has blockaded most ports, letting sup-
plies into Hodeida in coordination with the U.N. A Saudi-led airstrike in 2015 destroyed cranes at Hodeida. 
The United Nations in January shipped in mobile cranes to help unload ships there. The air campaign and 
fighting has also disrupted supply lines and caused an economic crisis that made food too expensive for 
many to buy.

The U.N. says some 600,000 people live in and around Hodeida, and “as many as 250,000 people may 
lose everything — even their lives” in the assault. Already, Yemeni security officials said some were flee-
ing the fighting.

“We hear sounds of explosions. We are concerned about missiles and shells. Some workers have left to 
their villages for fear of the war,” said Mohammed, a Hodeida resident who gave only his first name for 
fear of reprisals.

Aid workers had similar fears.
“We have had more than 30 airstrikes within 30 minutes this morning around the city. Some civilians 

are entrapped, others forced from their homes,” said Jolien Veldwijk, the acting country director of the 
aid group CARE International, which works in Hodeida. “We thought it could not get any worse, but un-
fortunately we were wrong.”

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres had said that U.N. envoy Martin Griffiths was in “intense nego-
tiations” in an attempt to avoid a military confrontation. However, Griffiths’ recent appointment as envoy 
and his push for new negotiations may have encouraged the Saudi-led coalition to strengthen its hand 
ahead of any peace talks with the Houthis.

The attack also comes as Washington has been focused on President Donald Trump’s recent summit 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. A statement from Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Monday he 
spoke with Emirati officials and “made clear our desire to address their security concerns while preserving 
the free flow of humanitarian aid and life-saving commercial imports.”

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis on Monday acknowledged the U.S. continues to provide support to the 
Saudi-led coalition.

“It’s providing any intel, or anything we can give to show no-fire areas where there are civilians, where 
there’s mosques, hospitals, that sort of thing — (and) aerial refueling, so nobody feels like I’ve got to drop 
the bomb and get back now,” he said.

It wasn’t immediately clear what specific American support the coalition was receiving Wednesday.
___
Associated Press writers Ahmed al-Haj in Sanaa, Yemen; Maggie Michael in Aden, Yemen; and Samy 

Magdy in Cairo contributed to this report.
___
Follow Jon Gambrell on Twitter at https://twitter.com/jongambrellAP . His work can be found at http://

apne.ws/2galNpz .
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St. Paul raccoon reaches roof after scaling downtown tower

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — A raccoon that appeared to be stranded on a ledge after climbing more than 
20 stories of a high-rise office building in downtown St. Paul, Minnesota, has made it to the roof, easing 
concerns that the animal could plummet to its death.

Onlookers and reporters tracked the raccoon’s progress Tuesday as it scaled the UBS Tower. By early 
Wednesday, the animal made it to the roof, where St. Paul Animal Control had placed cat food and a trap 
in hopes of enticing the animal to safety.

The raccoon’s adventures caused a stir on social media, with many Twitter users voicing concern for its 
safety or joking about the drama surrounding the animal’s exploits. Minnesota Public Radio, from a build-
ing less than a block away, branded the raccoon #mprraccoon.

North American trio beats Morocco to host 2026 World Cup
By ROB HARRIS and GRAHAM DUNBAR, AP Sports Writers

MOSCOW (AP) — North America will host the 2026 World Cup after FIFA voters overwhelmingly opted 
for the financial and logistical certainty of a United States-led bid over a risky Moroccan proposal for the 
first 48-team tournament.

The soccer showpiece will return to the U.S. for the first time since 1994 after gaining 134 votes, while 
Morocco got 65 at the FIFA Congress in Moscow on Wednesday.

The vote by football federations was public, in contrast to secrecy surrounding the ballot by FIFA’s elected 
board members for the 2018 and 2022 hosts, Russia and Qatar, in 2010.

The U.S. proposed staging 60 out of the 80 games in 2026, when 16 teams will be added to the finals, 
leaving Canada and Mexico with ten fixtures each. North America will host the 2026 World Cup after FIFA 
voters overwhelmingly opted for the financial and logistical certainty of a United States-led bid over risky 
Moroccan proposals for the first 48-team tournament.

The soccer showpiece will return to the U.S. for the first time since 1994 after gaining 134 votes, while 
Morocco got 65 at the FIFA Congress in Moscow on Wednesday.

The vote by football federations was public, in contrast to secrecy surrounding the ballot by FIFA’s elected 
board members for the 2018 and 2022 hosts, Russia and Qatar, in 2010.

The U.S. proposed staging 60 out of the 80 games in 2026, when 16 teams will be added to the finals, 
leaving Canada and Mexico with ten fixtures each. The U.S. is set to host all games from the quarterfinals 
onward.

An optimistic promise of delivering $14 billion in revenue helped sway voters, along with the lack of major 
construction work required on the 16 planned stadiums, all of which already exist.

By contrast, Morocco appeared too hazardous as a potential host when all 14 venues had to be built or 
renovated as part of a $16 billion investment in new infrastructure. The vote leaves Morocco reeling from 
a fifth failure in a World Cup hosting vote, with the continent’s sole tournament coming in 2010 in South 
Africa.

While Morocco’s combined tickets and hospitality revenue would be $1.07 billion, according to FIFA 
analysis, North America would generate $2 billion additional income.

Canada will host men’s World Cup matches for the first time, while Mexico gets its first taste of the event 
since staging the entire event in 1986.

The 87,000-capacity MetLife Stadium outside New York is proposed for the final. It’s just miles from 
where federal prosecutors spearheaded an ongoing investigation into FIFA corruption. More than 40 soc-
cer officials and businesses indicted, convicted or pleaded guilty.

The bribery scandal put the governing body on the brink, FIFA President Gianni Infantino told the con-
gress ahead of Wednesday’s vote.

“FIFA was clinically dead as an organization,” Infantino said, reflecting on his election in 2016. “Two years 
later, FIFA is alive and well, full of joy and passion and with a vision for its future.”

The North American victory suggests football officials are ready to gather for a World Cup in a country 
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whose government has demonstrated its willingness to jail corrupt sports leaders through undercover 
investigations.

The North America bid also had to overcome concerns about the impact of policies from the Trump ad-
ministration, including attempts to implement a ban on travel by residents of six majority-Muslim countries.

The main intervention by President Donald Trump was a warning in a White House news conference, 
discussing the FIFA vote, that he would be “watching very closely.” It was a veiled threat to withhold U.S. 
support from countries opposing the bid.

FIFA now has the final say on which cities are selected to host games and whether all three countries 
are guaranteed a place at the tournament. Victor Montagliani, the Canadian who leads CONCACAF, wants 
them to take three of the six qualification slots reserved for the region.

There is also a chance to send a seventh team via an inter-continental playoff. North America will host 
the six-team playoff tournament in November 2025 to decide the last two places in the 48-team lineup.

After AT&T-Time Warner win, is Comcast-Fox a done deal?
By MAE ANDERSON, AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Comcast will likely bid for Fox’s entertainment business as early as Wednesday now 
that a federal judge has cleared AT&T’s $85 billion takeover of Time Warner.

If Comcast succeeds in outbidding Disney for Fox, a major cable distributor would control even more 
channels on its lineup and those of its rivals. There are fears that it could lead to higher cable bills or 
hinder online alternatives.

But U.S. District Judge Richard Leon cleared the AT&T deal Tuesday despite similar concerns. The ruling 
signaled that federal regulators might have a hard time stopping companies from getting bigger by gob-
bling up rivals and the content they own.

Comcast isn’t likely the only mega-media bid in the works. There will probably be a rush to consolidate. 
Even if a company doesn’t need to get bigger right away, it might need to do so to prevent a competitor 
from doing so.

Here’s a look at some of the combinations that will transform the media landscape and change how 
people consume entertainment.

FOX WITH DISNEY OR COMCAST
Disney has made a $52.4 billion all-stock offer for the bulk of Twenty-First Century Fox, including the 

studios behind the “Avatar” movies, “The Simpsons” and “Modern Family,” along with National Geographic. 
Marvel would get back the characters previously licensed to Fox, reuniting X-Men with the Avengers.

But Comcast has said it is preparing an all-cash offer that is superior to Disney’s. It will likely to make 
an offer soon, now that the judge has ruled in AT&T’s favor, without setting any conditions.

David Turetsky, a professor at the State University of New York at Albany, warns that the AT&T ruling 
is based on “specific facts and evidence” that may or may not apply in other cases. Still, many of the 
circumstances in that case are similar with a potential Comcast bid.

For Disney, a successful Comcast bid could make Disney’s planned streaming service less attractive.
SPRINT AND T-MOBILE
In April, the two telecom companies announced a $26.5 billion combination. The deal would combine 

the nation’s third- and fourth-largest wireless companies and bulk them up to a similar size to Verizon and 
AT&T, the industry giants.

The worry is that with just three major carriers, there would be less incentive to keep innovating on 
prices and service. T-Mobile and Sprint might even raise prices now that they don’t have to try to poach 
customers off each other.

A 2014 attempt to combine fell apart amid resistance from the Obama administration. But the industry 
is different just four years later. Wireless carriers aren’t just competing with each other, but also with 
Comcast and others as the wireless, broadband and video industries converge. AT&T is about to get larger 
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with CNN, HBO and other channels from Time Warner. Beyond combining with each other, T-Mobile and 
Sprint might need its own content acquisition to compete.

CBS AND VIACOM
CBS has resisted pressure from its controlling shareholder, National Amusements, to merge with Viacom, 

which also is controlled by National Amusements. The two companies used to be one but separated in 2005.
A combination would reunite CBS’s television business with Viacom’s production studios, similar to the 

arrangements now in place at NBC owner Comcast and ABC owner Disney. (On the flip side, the Fox tele-
vision network and studios would separate under a deal with either Comcast or Disney.)

With Viacom, the $6-a-month CBS All Access streaming service might have a larger library, as Viacom 
owns MTV, Nickelodeon, Comedy Central and other cable networks.

VERIZON
Verizon, which bought AOL and Yahoo in recent years, could be on the prowl for other entertainment 

properties. Verizon wants to challenge Google and Facebook in the huge and lucrative field of digital ad-
vertising — and having more content could help. There’s speculation that CBS could be a potential target. 
With its main wireless rival AT&T becoming even more of a content powerhouse, Verizon might feel the 
need to grow.

SMALLER MOVIE STUDIOS
Rumors have long swirled that Lionsgate might be a potential takeover target by anyone from Amazon 

to Verizon or even a combined CBS-Viacom entity. Nothing has materialized yet for the owner of the “Twi-
light” and “Hunger Games” franchises. As a smaller studio, Lionsgate needs to get bigger to compete in 
the current landscape.

Similarly, Viacom-owned Paramount studio has been on the chopping block before. After years of troubles, 
it has recently rebounded with the horror film “A Quiet Place” and comedy “Book Club.” That could make 
it a lucrative takeover target by a company seeking content creators.

North Korea lauds, and basks in, Kim’s summit performance
By ERIC TALMADGE, Associated Press

PYONGYANG, North Korea (AP) — The news on television and the front page of the ruling Workers’ Party 
newspaper was something North Koreans never would have imagined just months ago — their leader Kim 
Jong Un warmly shaking hands with President Donald Trump.

One day after the meeting between Kim and Trump in Singapore, North Korea’s state-run media were 
filled with images of its beaming leader standing as an equal on the international stage with the president 
of the most powerful country in the world — a reminder of just how much of a propaganda coup the North 
saw in Tuesday’s unprecedented summit.

Dubbing it the start of a new relationship between their countries, which are still technically at war, 
Pyongyang’s first reports Wednesday stressed to the North Korean people that Trump agreed at Kim’s 
demand to halt joint military exercises with South Korea as long as talks toward easing tensions continue 
and suggested that Trump also said he would lift sanctions as negations progressed.

“President Trump appreciated that an atmosphere of peace and stability was created on the Korean Pen-
insula and in the region, although distressed with the extreme danger of armed clash only a few months 
ago, thanks to the proactive peace-loving measures taken by the respected Supreme Leader from the 
outset of this year,” the North’s state-run Korean Central News Agency said in a summary of the meeting.

The media message to the masses was clear: this is a big success for Kim — known in the North as the 
Marshal — and the result of his wise leadership.

Kim Kyong Sun, who watched the news on a large screen outside Pyongyang’s main train station, said 
she felt a “radical change” was underway in her country’s relationship with the United States, which she 
said has been a hostile nation.

But she quickly added: “As long as we have our Marshal, the future of our country will be bright.”
The summit capped a swift and astonishing turn of events that began on New Year’s Day with a pledge 
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by Kim to reach out to the world now that his nuclear forces have been completed. His focus on diplomacy, 
including earlier meetings with the leaders of China and South Korea, is a sharp contrast with his rapid-fire 
testing of long-range missiles and the fiery exchanges of threats and insults last year that created real 
fears of a war on the divided peninsula.

Kim has framed the switch as a natural next step now that he has what he stresses is a credible and 
viable nuclear arsenal capable of keeping the U.S. at bay. The framing that he went into the summit as an 
equal and from a position of strength is crucial within North Korea, after enduring years of tough sanctions 
while it pursued its nuclear ambitions.

Kim’s vows to denuclearize were reported by state media Wednesday within that context — that Pyong-
yang would respond to easing of what it sees as the hostile U.S. policy with commensurate but gradual 
moves toward “the complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.”

“Kim Jong Un and Trump had the shared recognition to the effect that it is important to abide by the 
principle of step-by-step and simultaneous action in achieving peace, stability and denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula,” KCNA reported.

That doesn’t seem to pin the North down to the concrete and unilateral measures Trump said he would 
demand going into the talks. It’s also unclear what significant changes could occur now that they seem 
to be moving toward more peaceful relations. Both sides promised to push the process forward quickly, 
and Trump and Kim exchanged invitations to each other to visit their nations’ capitals.

Interestingly, the North made no secret of China’s behind-the-scenes presence at the summit. A flurry 
of media coverage the day Kim arrived in Singapore showed him waving from the door of the specially 
chartered Air China flight that brought him from Pyongyang.

That is another key to what lies ahead.
Kim’s biggest task in the months ahead will most likely be to try to push China, his country’s key trading 

partner, to lift its sanctions and to entice South Korea to start once again offering crucial investment in 
joint ventures and infrastructure projects.

In the meantime, however, the North appears to be basking in it leader’s new found status as the most 
popular kid on the block.

“Singapore, the country of the epoch-making meeting much awaited by the whole world, was awash 
with thousands of domestic and foreign journalists and a large crowd of masses to see this day’s moment 
which will remain long in history,” KCNA noted.

And, for the time being at least, North Koreans are sticking to their normal slogans of support and loyalty 
when asked how they feel about what could be some very momentous changes on the horizon.

“We’ll march forward to the final victory for the cause of socialism along the road pointed out by the 
respected supreme leader, who possesses brilliant wisdom and outstanding political ability,” said Choe 
Sung Il, another Pyongyang resident who watched the news at the train station.

___
Talmadge is the AP’s Pyongyang bureau chief. Follow him on Twitter and Instagram: @EricTalmadge

Iran deal comparisons cloud Trump’s North Korea summit
By MATTHEW LEE, AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s triumphant assertions about the success of the un-
precedented Singapore summit are being met with skepticism and outright derision from critics seizing on 
the contradiction between his withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal and his willingness to accept vague 
pledges from North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

White House officials have repeatedly stressed that this week’s meeting in Singapore is the beginning, 
not the end, of a process that Trump’s team argues could have only been jump-started with the face-to-
face meeting. The Singapore summit set out broad goals to be met in the coming months while the Iran 
deal, signed by President Barack Obama in 2015 and approved by seven nations, was an imperfect end 
to 18 months of negotiations, they say. Criticism that Tuesday’s commitment does not include specifics on 
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denuclearization and verification is too early, they argue.

“While I am glad the president and Kim Jong Un were able to meet, it is difficult to determine what of 
concrete nature has occurred,” said Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. He said he wanted Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who will lead the follow-on negotiations, 
to explain details of what the administration has in mind.

The top Democrat on that panel, Sen. Bob Menendez of New Jersey, who also opposed the Iran deal, 
took issue with Trump’s zeal as well as his announcement of the suspension of U.S.-South Korea military 
exercises.

“In exchange for selfies in Singapore, we have undermined our maximum pressure policy and sanctions,” 
Menendez said.

For Iran deal proponents, though, the Singapore summit was evidence of Trump’s lack of preparedness 
and poor negotiating skills. Iran deal opponents, meanwhile, seemed willing to wait and see.

Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., a Trump advocate and fervent Iran deal foe, urged patience and sought to 
dispel suggestions that the president had unwisely plunged into a meeting with a dictator after having 
withdrawn from the accord with Tehran. He noted, as did other Trump allies, that North Korea already 
had nuclear weapons and the capability to deliver them whereas Iran did not.

“There is a school of thought that ... the United States president should not sit down with two-bit dicta-
tors,” Cotton told conservative commentator Hugh Hewitt. “I think there’s some validity to that school of 
thought with the exception (of) once those dictators have nuclear weapons.”

“You know, countries like Iran and Cuba and other two-bit rogue regimes don’t have nuclear weapons, 
yet,” he said. “They can’t threaten the United States in that way. Once they have missiles that can deliver 
them to use, I would liken it to past presidents sitting down with Soviet dictators.”

Victor Cha, a Georgetown University professor and former National Security Council director for Asia in 
President George W. Bush’s administration, lamented that the summit results “left a lot to be desired.” 
But he also maintained that the Trump-Kim meeting had reduced the chance of conflict even if it was 
only a “modest start.”

“Despite its many flaws, the Singapore summit represents the start of a diplomatic process that takes us 
away from the brink of war,” Cha wrote in The New York Times in the immediate aftermath of the summit. 
“Mr. Trump’s unconventional approach leaves a lot to be desired in the foreign policy of the United States, 
but there was no other path to this less-than-satisfying but digestible outcome.”

Kelsey Davenport, the nonproliferation policy director at the Arms Control Association, which supported 
the Iran deal, called the summit result “mediocre.”

“The vague language on denuclearization is not a breakthrough, it is a boilerplate reiteration of past 
statements,” she said, adding: “It is far too early in the process for Trump to declare success.”

In the case of the Iran deal, even the most generous assessors of the Singapore summit sought to 
remind the White House that intense diplomacy preceded the agreement with Tehran.

“Pompeo will now have to undertake the kind of arduous, multiyear negotiations with Pyongyang that 
former secretary of state John Kerry undertook with Tehran,” Cha and Koreas expert Sue Mi Terry said 
in a paper for the Center for Strategic and International Studies. “Trump has assailed Obama’s deal with 
Iran as the ‘worst ever,’ but he now faces substantial challenges to achieve as much as Obama did.”

Iran itself cautioned North Korea against taking Trump at his word.
“We are facing a man who revokes his signature while abroad,” the semi-official Fars news agency quoted 

government spokesman Mohammad Bagher Nobakht as saying on Tuesday.

In SC primary, ardent Trump backer defeats Rep. Mark Sanford
By THOMAS BEAUMONT and CHRISTINA L. MYERS, Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Rep. Mark Sanford, a vocal critic of President Donald Trump, lost his South 
Carolina congressional seat hours after the president injected himself into the bitter Republican primary 
by stoking memories of the incumbent’s public extramarital affair several years ago.
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In the most dramatic result in primaries across five states Tuesday, Sanford was the second incumbent 

House Republican to lose a primary this year — the latest victim of intense divisions among the GOP in 
the Trump era. Though he has a generally conservative voting record, his criticism of Trump as unwor-
thy and culturally intolerant made him a target of the president’s most dedicated supporters, who often 
elevate loyalty over policy.

Sanford was defeated by state Rep. Katie Arrington , who spent her campaign blasting Sanford as a 
“Never Trumper.” And hours before polls closed, Trump posted a startlingly personal attack on Twitter, 
calling Sanford “very unhelpful.”

“He’s MIA and nothing but trouble,” Trump continued. “He is better off in Argentina.”
The swipe was a reference to Sanford’s unexplained disappearance from the state in 2009, which he 

later said was part of an affair he was carrying on with a woman in Argentina.
Even for a political figure with no shortage of confidence wading into his own party’s decision-making, 

Trump’s attack on Sanford was a bold case of going after a sitting member of Congress. It’s almost certain 
to make other Republicans even more reluctant to take him on, even as Trump has stirs division on trade, 
foreign policy and the Russia investigation.

In his remarks Tuesday night, Sanford was unbowed, saying, “I stand by every one of those decisions 
to disagree with the president.”

Sanford had never lost a political race in South Carolina and his defeat Tuesday was an abrupt end to a 
roller-coaster political career that included a resignation as South Carolina’s governor following his admis-
sion of the affair.

After declaring victory Tuesday, Arrington asked Republicans to come together. And she reminded them 
who she thinks leads them: “We are the party of President Donald J. Trump.”

Four other states voted Tuesday, including several races that will be key to determining which party 
controls the House of Representatives next year.

In other races:
__
IN SOUTH CAROLINA, INCUMBENT GOVERNOR FACES RUN-OFF
Sanford was not the only establishment Republican to face a challenge Tuesday. South Carolina Gov. 

Henry McMaster, a close ally of Trump, was forced into a runoff after failing to muster the required 50 
percent vote to win outright.

McMaster, an early supporter of the president’s 2016 campaign, had Trump’s full endorsement, marked 
by a weekend tweet.

But while Trump remains very popular in the state, McMaster has been shadowed by a corruption probe 
involving a longtime political consultant. McMaster received the most votes of the four Republicans run-
ning, but will face Greenville businessman John Warren in a second contest June 26.

McMaster, the former lieutenant governor, assumed the governorship last year after Nikki Haley resigned 
to become U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.

___
GOP’S ‘VICIOUS’ VIRGINIA VICTOR
In a big Virginia race , Republican Corey Stewart — known for his ardent defense of Confederate sym-

bolism — won the Republican primary to face Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine.
Stewart surprised many by nearly winning last year’s Republican nomination for governor.
He was the top aide to Trump’s presidential campaign in Virginia in 2016, but was fired for staging an 

unauthorized protest of the Republican National Committee. Stewart had accused the party of inadequately 
defending the candidate after the release of a tape where Trump bragged about groping women.

As a candidate for governor in 2017, Stewart spoke out against removing Confederate monuments, in-
cluding the Robert E. Lee statue that prompted a deadly protest in Charlottesville last year. Stewart called 
efforts to remove the monuments “an attempt to destroy traditional America.”

He said Tuesday he planned to wage a “vicious” campaign against Kaine.
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___
A HOUSE BELLWETHER IN VIRGINIA
Democratic State Sen. Jennifer Wexton was the clear winner in a six-way primary in a northern Virginia 

district considered key to the House battleground map this fall, and will challenge Republican Rep. Barbara 
Comstock.

Democrats in two other districts they hope to retake nominated women: Abigail Spanberger in central 
Virginia and Elaine Luria in the district that includes Virginia Beach.

In Comstock’s district, Wexton was the best-known in the field, and was viewed as the Democratic Party’s 
establishment choice. She had the endorsement of Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam.

Comstock, a moderate Republican who easily beat back a challenge from conservative Shak Hill, is one 
of the Democrats’ top targets in November. The second-term House member’s district leans Republican, 
though Democrat Hillary Clinton received more votes there than Trump did in 2016.

Though Wexton favors a ban on the sale of assault weapons, she defied what has been the tendency in 
some swing districts to nominate Democrats with liberal profiles on other key issues. She has not called 
for a single-payer, government-run health insurance system, as some Democratic House primary winners 
in California, Nebraska and Pennsylvania have.

Democrats need to gain 23 seats to win the majority in the House.
__
TURNING THE LePAGE
Maine voters are deciding on a successor to term-limited, conservative Republican Gov. Paul LePage. 

But first they had to wrestle with a new balloting system. Maine on Tuesday debuted its statewide ranked-
choice voting , which allows voters to rank candidates first to last on their ballot.

The system insured that counting was slow and winners difficult to call. But businessman Shawn Moody 
won the GOP nomination after midnight. He maintained a wide lead through the night, but risked not 
winning the race outright under the new rules.

The Associated Press did not call the Democratic primary as none of the seven candidates was close 
to the majority needed to be declared the outright winner, so more tabulations are required next week 
under ranked-choice voting. Last-place candidates will be eliminated and votes reallocated until there is a 
winner, a process that may take more than a week.

__
NEVADA, NORTH DAKOTA: SEE YOU IN NOVEMBER
Nevada and North Dakota are home to two of the most pivotal Senate races this year. What they didn’t 

have were competitive Senate primaries.
Nevada Sen. Dean Heller, the only Republican seeking re-election in a state that Hillary Clinton carried in 

2016, and Democratic Rep. Jacky Rosen sailed through their primaries, and already have begun focusing 
their criticism on each other in what is expected to be among the most competitive Senate races this year.

There was also the return of Sharron Angle , the conservative who once ominously threatened to “take 
out” then-Sen. Harry Reid. Angle, who lost to Reid in her 2010 bid for Senate, lost her primary challenge 
to Rep. Mark Amodei on Tuesday.

Centrist Steve Sisolak won a bruising battle between Clark County commissioners vying to be Nevada’s 
first Democratic governor in two decades. Fellow board member Chris Giunchigliani ran as a progressive, 
knocking Sisolak for his positive rating from the National Rifle Association in light of the mass shooting in 
Las Vegas in October. Republican Attorney General Adam Laxalt easily cleared the GOP field.

Nevada election officials blamed new touch-screen voting machines for glitches that affected a small 
number of voters and delayed the count of ballots in rural Pershing County. In no case were voters unable 
to successfully cast a ballot, the Nevada Secretary of State’s office said.

In North Dakota, GOP Rep. Kevin Cramer will face moderate Democratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp . She is 
seeking re-election in a state Trump carried by 36 percentage points in 2016.

__
BROTHELS ON THE BALLOT
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Pimp Dennis Hof, the owner of half a dozen legal brothels in Nevada and star of the HBO adult reality 

series “Cathouse,” won a Republican primary for state Legislature, ousting a three-term lawmaker.
Voters in November will also be voting on closing down brothels in at least one of the seven Nevada 

counties where they’re legally operating, and activists are trying to get the measure on the ballot in an-
other district.

__
Associated Press writers Meg Kinnard and Christina Myers in Columbia, S.C.; Marine Villeneuve in Augusta, 

Maine; Patrick Whittle in Portland, Maine; Alan Suderman in Richmond, Va.; Matthew Barakat in McLean, 
Va.; Scott Sonner in Reno, Nev.; Michelle Price in Las Vegas; and James MacPherson in Bismarck, N.D., 
contributed to this report.

New wildfire erupts near Colorado ski resorts, houses
By COLLEEN SLEVIN, Associated Press

DENVER (AP) — A wildfire erupted Tuesday in an area of Colorado known for its ski resorts, forcing the 
evacuation of more than 1,300 homes and marking the latest in a series of blazes that have ignited in the 
drought-stricken U.S. West.

The fire in central Colorado had burned only about 100 acres but was dangerously close to two densely 
populated housing developments near the town of Silverthorne, about 60 miles (97 kilometers) west of 
Denver.

“This area, there is a lot of homes that are pretty tightly packed together,” U.S. Forest Service spokes-
man Adam Bianchi said. “Being a resort town, there’s a need for a lot of housing and there’s only so much 
available space for good land to build on.”

Bianchi said the Buffalo Fire had come to within about 200 yards (183 meters) of a subdivision that 
includes condos, apartments and pricey homes. The closest ski resort to the fire, Keystone, is about 8 
miles (12.8 kilometers) away and across a large reservoir.

About 50 firefighters were battling the blaze initially, but more were on the way, along with heavy air 
tankers and helicopters.

“I was absolutely shocked by how fast it spread,” Silverthorne resident Jake Schulman told The Summit 
Daily after spotting the fire while hiking.

“There were big black rolling clouds coming off it and it had gotten to the edge of the forest, right next 
to the neighborhood,” he added.

The fire had not destroyed any homes as of Tuesday night.
Colorado’s largest blaze also kept burning in the San Juan National Forest, which has been closed to the 

public to try to prevent additional fires. The 416 Fire north of Durango in southwest Colorado has burned 
about 36 square miles (about 93 square kilometers) and is partially contained. No homes have been lost.

It’s burning in the Four Corners region where Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah meet that is at 
the center of a large patch of exceptional drought. Much of the U.S. West is experiencing some level of 
drought.

More than 900 firefighters were dealing with rough and inaccessible terrain, and residents of more than 
2,000 homes have been forced to evacuate since the flames ignited June 1.

Meanwhile, additional firefighters were headed to Wyoming to work on a wildfire that has exploded in 
size and prompted evacuations near the Colorado border.

The Badger Creek Fire grew rapidly Monday because of strong winds and dry conditions and had scorched 
about 3.6 square miles (9.3 square kilometers) of mostly beetle-killed forest. Several small communities 
of permanent and seasonal residences were ordered evacuated, but no buildings were burned.

Large wildfires also forced evacuations farther west.
In central Utah, a wildfire fed by dry conditions and swift winds consumed more than 10 square miles 

(26 square kilometers) and burned a cabin. The Trail Mountain Fire began as a prescribed burn but grew 
out of control last week.
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A wildfire burning grass and brush in central Washington threatened several dozen homes and other 

infrastructure, while more than 250 firefighters raced to the hills overlooking Los Angeles to battle a blaze 
in thick brush surrounded by large homes.

The latest fires are stoking fears that a dry winter will lead to a dangerous fire season this summer in 
the West.

House Republicans to offer 2 separate bills on immigration
By LISA MASCARO and ALAN FRAM, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Republicans are considering next steps on two immigration bills after GOP 
leaders persuaded moderate Republicans to drop their renegade effort to force votes on legislation that 
would have protected young “Dreamer” immigrants with a path to citizenship.

Instead, leaders reached a deal with moderates and conservatives that will allow two votes on other 
bills, starting as soon as next week.

Moderates were promised a vote on a compromise immigration plan, which remains a work in progress 
but will likely include a citizenship pathway for the young immigrants who have been living in the country 
illegally since they were children. Conservatives were guaranteed a vote on their favored approach, which 
provides a path to legal status but not citizenship.

With a truce between the GOP’s factions, House Republicans were set to meet behind closed doors 
Wednesday to assess the process forward on an issue that has divided the party for years — and that 
leaders worried would damage the GOP ahead of the election season.

A spokeswoman for Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., AshLee Strong, announced the decision late Tuesday 
after a bargaining session with the lawmakers from the GOP’s conservative and moderate factions ended 
without agreement on a single package all sides could support.

Moderates had been collecting signatures on a petition drive to would force a vote. Strong said the deci-
sion to consider two bills would avert the petition drive “and resolve the border security and immigration 
issues.”

Leaders feared if the moderates had been able to collect the 218 votes needed, mostly from Democrats, 
it would embarrass Republicans by passing a bill that conservatives decried as amnesty for the young 
immigrants.

Rep. Carlos Curbelo, R-Fla., a leader of the moderates’ petition drive, credited his group for forcing the 
issue to the fore.

“Our goal has always been to force the House to debate and consider meaningful immigration reform, 
and today we’re one step closer,” Curbelo said.

Conservatives were also pleased, certain that neither bill would necessarily win enough votes to pass, 
but confident the outcome would show the political strength of their preferred approach, a bill from Rep. 
Bob Goodlatte, R-Va.

Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., a leader of the conservative Freedom Caucus, said even if the bill fails, 
voting would show “we can just amend the Goodlatte bill” and try again.

Strong said votes on the two bills would happen next week. But Meadows said a vote on the compromise 
plan may slip to the end of the month as talks continue crafting the legislation.

For weeks, the party’s two wings have hunted for ways to provide a compromise that would provide the 
citizenship pathway and also bolster border security, but have failed to find middle ground.

The House ended Tuesday’s session as moderates fell short of their stated goal of having 218 signatures 
— a majority of the chamber — on a petition that would force votes on other immigration bills that GOP 
leaders oppose. They had promised to do that by Tuesday in order to trigger those votes later this month.

Instead, the centrists accumulated the names of all 193 Democrats but just 23 Republicans — two short 
of the number required.

GOP leaders have strongly opposed the rarely used petition tactic, asserting those votes would probably 
produce a liberal-leaning bill backed by Democrats and just a smattering of Republicans. They’ve actively 
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lobbied other moderates to not sign the petition, and in talks bargainers have sought legislation both sides 
could back or alternatively a way for each faction to get a vote on legislation they could support.

The alternative measure is still under discussion. But a Republican familiar with the discussions said it 
would likely be based on a proposal by moderates that would grant the Dreamers a chance for citizenship 
but also provide the $25 billion President Donald Trump wants for his border wall with Mexico. It would 
also hew close Trump’s ideas for ending the diversity visa and impose curbs on legal immigration for 
some immigrant family members, changes that conservatives want. That Republican spoke on condition 
of anonymity to describe private talks.

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., criticized the GOP approach.
“If Republicans plan to use Dreamers as a way to advance @realDonaldTrump’s xenophobic, anti-immigrant 

agenda, they will get a fight from House Democrats,” Pelosi said in a tweet.
Any compromise bill would probably also include provisions changing how immigrant children are sepa-

rated from their families at the border, aides said.
Trump’s recent clampdown on people entering the U.S. illegally has resulted in hundreds of children be-

ing separated from their families and a public relations black eye for the administration. No law requires 
those children to be taken from their parents. A 2-decade-old court settlement requires those who are 
separated to be released quickly to relatives or qualified programs. But the White House has sought to 
change that and Republicans are seeking language to make it easier to keep the families together longer, 
said several Republicans. Advocates for immigrants have said the Goodlatte bill would allow minors to be 
detained longer than is now currently allowed.

As talks between the House GOP’s factions continued, leaders worked to derail the moderates’ peti-
tion. As part of the effort, party leaders promised votes to later this year on a bill dealing with migrant 
agricultural workers and requirements that employers use a government online system to verify workers’ 
citizenship, according to three aides familiar with the negotiations. The Republicans spoke on condition of 
anonymity to describe private talks.

Congress has been forced to deal with the immigration after Trump last year terminated the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA.

Hundreds of thousands of young immigrants have benefited from DACA or could qualify for it, but risked 
of deportation as the program ended, though federal court orders have kept the program functioning for 
now.

Senate efforts to pass immigration legislation failed earlier this year.
___
Associated Press writer Matthew Daly contributed to this report.

Made-for-TV summit puts Trump the Showman in spotlight
By CATHERINE LUCEY, ZEKE MILLER and DAVID BAUDER, Associated Press

Andersen Air Force Base, GUAM (AP) — From the staged handshake before a watching world, to the 
debut of an infomercial about an imagined North Korea, the summit between President Donald Trump and 
Kim Jong Un was a made-for-the-cameras production.

While the Singapore sit-down at a luxury resort purported to be a serious conversation about a rising 
nuclear standoff, it was as much an opportunity for two decidedly unorthodox leaders to put on a show. 
From its start, the men embraced the power of the image over the substance, both keenly aware that the 
eyes of the world were fixated right where they’d intended: on them.

Each moment of the high-stakes summit at a luxury resort on a Singapore island appeared designed for 
the cameras. Just after its start, both men walked toward each other from opposite ends of a colonnade, 
pausing before a row of alternating U.S. and North Korean flags for a lengthy handshake as cameras 
flashed and video and photos were beamed around the world.

The image alone had deep, historic import, and surreal quality that even the leaders couldn’t ignore. “I 
think the entire world is watching this moment,” Kim said through an interpreter, comparing it to fantasy 
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and a “science fiction movie.”

Others thought of a different genre.
“There’s no question this was a television production,” said Robert Thompson, director of the Bleier 

Center for Television and Popular Culture at Syracuse University. “Its major purpose was to be a television 
production.”

For Trump, the reality television star turned surprise commander in chief, it was a chance to show off 
his deal-making skills on a global stage to a skeptical world. To Kim, an autocratic leader reviled by most 
of the international community, it represented a play for international legitimacy though a public greeting 
with the leader of the free world.

Both were aware that the once-unthinkable meeting between a sitting U.S. president and a North Ko-
rean leader was a media blockbuster, drawing journalists from around the world, international viewers 
and mobs of cellphone-waving onlookers in the Asian city-state chosen for their sit-down. The buildup was 
filled with cliffhangers, from the name-calling to Trump’s first shocking announcement they would meet, 
to its sudden cancellation and resurrection.

Historians were quick to point out the joint statement the two leaders signed was actually far less de-
tailed than those struck with North Korea in the past, the same ones that Trump has repeatedly derided 
for ending in failure and perpetuating the nuclear threat.

Trump immediately sold the deal — on television. He appeared before hundreds of journalists at a news 
conference, the sort of free-wheeling media session that he’s determinedly avoided for most of his presi-
dency. It wasn’t a surprise that he took his message to unabashed supporter Sean Hannity for a Fox News 
Channel interview, but he also sat down with ABC News’ George Stephanopoulos for his first interview 
with a broadcast network in more than a year.

Stressing that he had tried to pitch Kim on possible economic gains, Trump played for reporters a video 
depicting a utopian North Korea-of the-future, where speedboats glide alongside opulent, modern sky-
scrapers. Then he disclosed that he’d screened the film, produced for the occasion, for Kim.

“That was a tape that we gave to Chairman Kim and his people, his representatives. And it captures a 
lot. It captures what could be done,” Trump said Tuesday.

Proving he was a worthy foil, Kim stole the show from Trump on Monday night. The autocrat left his hotel 
and took a tour of some popular night spots, surrounded by a horde of security officials and breathlessly 
carried on live television, with people watching a leader who rarely leaves his home, much less goes out 
in public.

Before leaving Singapore, Trump suggested a sequel as he talked about hosting Kim at the White House.
He told ABC in an interview, “I would love to have him at the White House, whatever it takes. And I 

would love to have him at the White House and I think he’d love to be there. And at a certain point, when 
it’s all complete, I’d love to” go to North Korea, he said.

___
Bauder reported from New York. Associated Press writer Zeke Miller contributed to this report.

Anticipation surrounds Fed’s rate forecasts after next hike
By MARTIN CRUTSINGER, AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Federal Reserve is set Wednesday to modestly raise its key short-term inter-
est rate for the second time this year. But attention will be focused mainly on any hints that the Fed might 
accelerate its rate hikes in the coming months.

Some economists think the Fed will signal that it expects to raise rates four times this year, up from its 
current projection of three hikes. Others believe the central bank will stick with its projection of three rate 
increases, partly out of concern that rising trade tensions triggered by President Donald Trump’s aggres-
sive policies might slow global growth.

The policymakers will reveal their action in a policy statement and in updated economic forecasts, fol-
lowed by a news conference by Chairman Jerome Powell. Some analysts are speculating that Powell may 
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announce that he will begin holding a news conference after each of the eight policy meetings the Fed 
holds each year, rather than only once a quarter.

The Fed’s meeting this week will be followed by policy meetings of two other major central banks — the 
European Central Bank on Thursday and the Bank of Japan on Friday. While Japan’s central bank isn’t 
expected to make any major policy shifts, anticipation is rising that the ECB may outline as early as this 
week plans to begin paring its bond-buying stimulus program as a prelude to ending them altogether.

When the Fed last met in May, it left its short-term rate unchanged. But it noted that inflation was edg-
ing near its 2 percent target after years of remaining undesirably low. Should inflation eventually pick up, 
the Fed might move to tighten credit more aggressively.

A gradual rise in inflation is coinciding with newfound economic strength. After years in which the 
economy expanded at roughly a tepid 2 percent annually, growth could top 3 percent this year. Consumer 
and business spending is powering the economy, in part a result of the tax cut President Donald Trump 
pushed through Congress late last year.

With employers hiring at a solid pace month after month, unemployment has reached 3.8 percent. Not 
since 1969 has the jobless rate been lower.

Beginning in 2008 in the midst of the financial crisis, the Fed kept its key rate unchanged at a record low 
near zero for seven years. It then raised rates once in 2015, once in 2016, three times in 2017 and once so 
far this year, in March. Wednesday’s expected quarter-point rate increase will raise the Fed’s benchmark 
rate to a range of 1.75 percent to 2 percent.

Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Analytics, said he thinks stronger growth and rising inflation will 
lead the Fed to raise rates four times this year and four more in 2019.

The Fed aims to achieve its mandates of maximizing employment and stabilizing prices by lowering 
rates to spur growth during times of economic weakness and raising rates to slow growth if the economy 
threatens to overheat. When the Fed tightens credit, it aims to do so without derailing the economy. But 
if it miscalculates and overdoes the credit tightening, it can trigger a recession.

The economic expansion has survived for nine years and is now the second-longest in history. It will 
become the longest if it lasts past June 2019, at which point it would surpass the expansion that lasted 
from March 1991 to March 2001.

While many economists think the current expansion will exceed the 1990’s streak, some worry about 
what might occur once the impact of the tax cuts begin to fade and the Fed’s gradual rate hikes begin to 
curb growth.

Diane Swonk, chief economist at Grant Thornton, suggested that the economy could experience a 
“growth recession,” in which the gross domestic product slows so much that unemployment starts to rise.

The Fed’s pace of rate hikes for the rest of the year could end up reflecting a tug of war between a sturdy 
economy and the risks to growth, including from a potential trade war that could break out between the 
United States and such key trading partners as China, the European Union, Canada and Mexico. All those 
countries have vowed to retaliate against any U.S. tariffs with their own penalties against U.S. goods.

A global trade war would risk cutting into U.S. economic growth by depressing American export sales 
and raising inflation by making consumers and businesses pay more for imports.

Puerto Rico issues new data on Hurricane Maria deaths
By DANICA COTO, Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Eight days after Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico, Efrain Perez 
felt a pain in his chest.

Doctors near his small town sent him to Puerto Rico’s main hospital for emergency surgery for an aortic 
aneurysm. But when the ambulance pulled into the parking lot in the capital, San Juan, after a more than 
two-hour drive, a doctor ran out to stop it.

“He said, ‘Don’t bring him in here, I can’t care for him. I don’t have power. I don’t have water. I don’t 
have an anesthesiologist,’” Perez’s daughter, Nerybelle, recalled.
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The 95-year-old Perez died as the ambulance drove him back to southwestern Puerto Rico but he is 

not included in the island’s official hurricane death toll of 64 people, a figure at the center of a growing 
legal and political fight over the response to the Category 4 storm that hit Puerto Rico on Sept. 20, 2017.

Facing at least three lawsuits demanding more data on the death toll, Puerto Rico’s government released 
new information on Tuesday that added detail to the growing consensus that hundreds or even thousands 
of people died as an indirect result of the storm.

According to the new data, there were 1,427 more deaths from September to December 2017 than the 
average for the same time period over the previous four years. Additionally, September and October had 
the highest number of deaths of any months since at least 2013. But the statistics don’t indicate whether 
the storm and its aftermath contributed to the additional deaths.

The Puerto Rican government says it believes more than 64 people died as a result of the storm but it 
will not raise its official toll until George Washington University completes a study of the data being car-
ried out on behalf of the U.S. territory.

The issue is clouded by the fact that the federal government and U.S. states and territories have no 
uniform definition of what constitutes a storm-related death. The National Hurricane Center counts only 
deaths directly caused by a storm, like a person killed by a falling tree. It does not count indirect deaths, 
like someone whose medical equipment fails in a blackout.

Puerto Rico began by counting mostly direct deaths, with some indirect ones. Then it stopped updating 
its toll entirely while it waits for the George Washington University study, due later this summer.

The death count has had political implications. Visiting Puerto Rico on Oct. 3, two weeks after the storm 
hit, President Donald Trump asked Gov. Ricardo Rossello what the death toll was.

“Sixteen,” Rossello answered.
“Sixteen people certified,” Trump said. “Sixteen people versus in the thousands. You can be very proud 

of all of your people and all of our people working together. Sixteen versus literally thousands of people. 
You can be very proud. Everybody watching can really be very proud of what’s taken place in Puerto Rico.”

On Monday, two Democrats introduced a bill to the Republican-controlled Congress that would establish 
federal procedures for counting deaths after a natural disaster, saying that will help improve the federal 
response and be key to allocating federal funds. The $2 million proposed project would allow the U.S. 
Federal Emergency Management Agency to hire the National Academy of Medicine to do a study on how 
best to assess fatalities during and after a disaster, given that the process is currently left up to U.S. 
states and territories.

“Nobody rebuilding his or her life after a natural disaster should suffer the negligence we’ve seen in 
Puerto Rico,” Rep. Raul Grijalva of Arizona said. “Too many Puerto Rican families are suffering additional 
burdens today because officials won’t acknowledge their loved ones’ deaths.

Like Perez, thousands of sick Puerto Ricans were unable to receive medical care in the months after 
the storm caused the worst blackout in U.S. history, which continues to this day, with 6,983 home and 
businesses still without power.

The data released Tuesday showed increases in several illnesses in 2017 that could have been linked 
to the storm: Cases of sepsis, a serious bloodstream infection usually caused by bacteria, rose from 708 
in 2016 to 835 last year. Deaths from diabetes went from 3,151 to 3,250 and deaths from heart illnesses 
increased from 5,417 to 5,586.

The data was not broken down by month, preventing an analysis of whether the illnesses rose after 
Hurricane Maria.

CNN and the Puerto Rico Center for Investigative Journalism sued the Puerto Rican government after 
it refused to release a detailed accounting of deaths in the wake of the storm. On June 5, a judge gave 
the government until Tuesday to release a database listing the causes of death of all those who died 
from two days before the storm until today, along with all the death certificates and burial and cremation 
certificates for the same period.

“People still don’t have a clear picture as to how many lives were lost due to a lack of food, medicine, 
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health services or simply because of an ineffective response to an emergency. That’s why it’s urgent to 
shed light on all components of government preparedness and response,” Judge Lauracelis Roques wrote 
in her ruling.

The government on Tuesday requested more time to release all the death certificates, saying Social 
Security data had to be redacted from 48,000 individual documents. The judge rejected the request and 
the government planned to announce its next steps later in the day.

Meanwhile, thousands of Puerto Ricans were hoping the release of the information will lead to their loved 
ones being included in the storm’s toll, something they say will provide a sense of closure and show the 
American public the true cost of the hurricane.

Until now, Perez has been “one of those who do not count,” his daughter told The Associated Press. 
“That’s a lie.”

Lucila Pardo, 96, spent nearly four months in a sweltering nursing home that did not have power and 
developed bed sores by the time she was moved in early January to another home where electricity had 
been restored. By then, the sores had become infected and she was taken to a hospital where she spent 
two weeks before dying of septicemia.

“That figure of 64 is a lack of respect for those who died from other consequences,” said Pardo’s grand-
daughter Analid Nazario.

“The hospital wrote a letter apologizing,” Nazario told the AP, adding that they were understaffed.
A Harvard study published last month estimates there were as many as 4,600 more deaths than usual 

in the three months after Maria, although some independent experts questioned the methodology and 
the numbers in that study. Still, previous studies have found the number of direct and indirect hurricane-
related deaths is higher than the official toll, including a 2017 report that said there were nearly 500 more 
deaths than usual on the island in September.

Days before the government was ordered to release the new data, Puerto Rico’s Institute of Statistics 
sued the demographic registrar for the information. On June 1, the agency released information show-
ing there were an additional 1,397 deaths from September to December 2017 compared with the same 
period the previous year.

Among those who died the first week of October was Raul Antonio Morales, a 95-year-old diabetic who 
didn’t have the insulin he needed because the nursing home where he lived didn’t have power or a gen-
erator, according to his granddaughter, Maytee Sanz. She said relatives tried to obtain a generator, but 
there was none available. A doctor at the nursing home certified that Morales died of natural causes, and 
he is not included in the official death toll.

“I think the government has been extremely inept and inefficient regarding the statistics,” Sanz said. 
“There were a lot of deaths certified as natural simply because they ... were not electrocuted or did not 
drown, but they were a result of the hurricane. When you don’t have access to insulin or a respiratory 
machine, you have no way of surviving.”

____
Associated Press writer Larry Fenn in New York contributed to this report.

Trump contradicts US military stance on Korea war games
By ROBERT BURNS and FOSTER KLUG, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s abrupt announcement that he will suspend U.S. mili-
tary drills in South Korea appeared to catch the Pentagon and the Seoul government flat-footed, and it 
contradicted a pillar of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis’ campaign to make U.S. troops more combat-ready.

During a news conference following his summit Tuesday with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, Trump 
pushed his unconventional approach even further by calling annual U.S.-South Korean military exercises 
“provocative.” He also said he’d like to remove all 28,500 U.S. troops stationed in the South, although he 
made clear this was an option for the future, not a part of current negotiations.

The U.S. has stationed combat troops in South Korea since the end of the 1950-53 war and has used 
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them in a variety of large-scale drills designed to sharpen skills and test troops’ ability to operate effectively 
with their South Korean partners.

The next scheduled major exercise, known as Ulchi Freedom Guardian and involving tens of thousands 
of troops, normally is held in August.

“We will be stopping the war games, which will save us a tremendous amount of money, unless and 
until we see the future negotiation is not going along like it should,” Trump said in Singapore. “But we’ll 
be saving a tremendous amount of money. Plus, I think it’s very provocative.” In a later interview with 
the Voice of America, Trump said the North Koreans were “very happy” about his decision to freeze the 
exercises “because it is so provocative.”

In the wake of Trump’s unexpected, almost offhand comments to reporters, the Pentagon had noth-
ing to say about the future of the war games. Several hours after Trump’s remarks, the Pentagon put 
out a brief statement welcoming “positive news” from Singapore, but it remained silent on whether Ulchi 
Freedom Guardian will proceed. Mattis’ chief spokeswoman, Dana W. White, told reporters he was “in full 
alignment” with Trump and had been consulted in advance on all aspects of the Singapore talks.

“There were no surprises,” she said.
If Mattis was aware that Trump was going to announce a suspension of military exercises, he appar-

ently did not share that information with the South Koreans or with the military organization most directly 
affected: U.S. Forces Korea.

That U.S. command said it had “received no updated guidance on the execution or cessation of training 
exercises.”

The South Korean government also appeared caught off guard. Seoul’s presidential office told The As-
sociated Press that it was trying to parse Trump’s comments. The South Korean military seemed similarly 
surprised.

“At this current point, there is a need to discern the exact meaning and intent of President Trump’s com-
ments,” Seoul’s Defense Ministry said, adding that there have been no discussions yet with Washington 
on modifying drills set for August.

A degree of confusion arose after Vice President Mike Pence spoke to senators at a lunch closed to media 
coverage. Sen. Cory Gardner, Republican of Colorado, said Pence indicated that “exercises will continue,” 
although Sen. Rand Paul, a Kentucky Republican, said this referred to routine, daily training in South Korea, 
not the large-scale war games that Trump said are suspended.

Trump’s remarks contradicted decades of assertions by U.S. administrations that military exercises in 
South Korea are defensive and essential to ensuring that allied forces are ready at a moment’s notice to 
fight the North. A favored U.S. slogan in South Korea is “ready to fight tonight.”

Mattis often says his number one priority as Pentagon chief is to improve what he calls the “lethality” of 
the military, which includes making troops better equipped, trained and prepared for a full range of com-
bat. In his view, preparedness equates to more effective deterrence -- persuading potential adversaries 
they cannot win and thus should not attack.

Trump’s statement was portrayed by critics as an unreciprocated concession.
“Stopping the joint exercises has been a long-term goal for North Korea and China,” two Asia analysts, 

Victor Cha and Sue Mi Terry, wrote in a summit assessment for the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. “Trump delivered it while getting nothing in return beyond the same generalities that North Korea 
has been offering since the early 1990s.”

Even some Republicans in Congress seemed uneasy about this. Rep. Ed Royce of California, who is 
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, applauded Trump for pursuing peace through diplo-
macy, but he also said Kim had “gained much” Tuesday, “including an apparent promise” from Trump to 
suspend military drills.

Trump also seemed annoyed that U.S. bomber aircraft make six-plus hour flights from the Pacific island 
of Guam to the Korean peninsula as part of its exercise routine.

“Six and a half hours — that’s a long time for these big massive planes to be flying to South Korea to 
practice and then drop bombs all over the place, and then go back to Guam,” Trump said. “I know a lot 
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about airplanes; it’s very expensive.”

North Korea regularly calls the military exercises provocative preparations for a northward invasion, and 
many of the scariest standoffs in recent years on the Korean Peninsula have happened when the drills 
were being staged.

Moon Seong Mook, a former South Korean military official, said Trump’s comments on the drills con-
firmed what many in South Korea had feared all along — that North Korea would attempt to drive a wedge 
between Washington and Seoul and gain substantial concessions from an unconventional U.S. president 
who thinks much less of the traditional alliance than his predecessors.

“The American military presence in South Korea wouldn’t mean much if the militaries don’t practice 
through joint drills,” said Moon, now a senior analyst for the Seoul-based Korea Research Institute for 
National Strategy.

__
Klug reported from Singapore. Associated Press writers Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul and Gillian Wong in 

Beijing contributed to this report.
Foster Klug is AP’s bureau chief in South Korea and has covered the Koreas since 2005. Follow him at 

www.twitter.com/apklug
Follow AP’s summit coverage here: http://apne.ws/MPbJ5Tv

Seattle divided as leaders halt tax on companies like Amazon
By PHUONG LE, Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — Seattle leaders on Tuesday repealed a tax on large companies such as Amazon and 
Starbucks after a backlash from businesses, a stark reversal from a month ago when the City Council 
unanimously approved the effort to combat a growing homelessness crisis.

A divided crowd chanted, jeered and booed at the council meeting, drowning out the leaders as they 
cast a 7-2 vote. People shouted, “Stop the repeal,” as others unfurled a large red banner that read, “Tax 
Amazon.” An opposing group held “No tax on jobs” signs.

The vote showed Amazon’s ability to aggressively push back on government taxes, especially in its affluent 
hometown where it’s the largest employer with more than 45,000 workers and where some have criticized 
it for helping cultivate a widening income gap that is pricing lower-income employees out of housing.

The tax was proposed as a progressive revenue source aimed at tackling one of the nation’s highest 
homelessness numbers, a problem that hasn’t eased even as city spending grew.

Businesses and residents demanded more accountability on how Seattle funds homelessness and housing 
and said the city should take a regional approach to the problem. Many worried that Amazon and others 
would leave the city as the companies sharply criticized the tax.

The online retailer even temporarily halted construction planning on a new high-rise building near its 
Seattle headquarters in protest. Amazon called the vote “the right decision for the region’s economic 
prosperity.”

The company is “deeply committed to being part of the solution to end homelessness in Seattle,” Drew 
Herdener, an Amazon vice president, said in a statement.

City leaders underestimated the frustration and anger from residents, businesses and others over not 
just a tax increase but also a growing sense that homelessness appears to have gotten worse, not better, 
despite Seattle spending millions to fight it.

It poured $68 million into the effort last year and plans to spend more this year. The tax would have 
raised roughly $48 million annually.

But a one-night count in January found more than 12,000 homeless people in Seattle and the surround-
ing region, a 4 percent increase from the previous year. The region saw 169 homeless deaths in 2017.

Many supporters called the repeal a betrayal and said the tax was a step toward building badly needed 
affordable housing. They booed council members, imploring them to keep it and fight a coalition of busi-
nesses trying to get a referendum overturning the tax on the November ballot.
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Several leaders, including three who sponsored the legislation but voted to repeal it, lamented the re-

versal and conceded they didn’t have the resources to fight the referendum.
Councilwoman Lisa Herbold said it “was truly our best option” and that she repealed it with a heavy 

heart. She lashed out at business interests for blaming the problems on government inefficiencies.
“Gutless!” someone shouted as she explained her rationale. She and others said they didn’t want to 

spend the next several months in a political fight that would do nothing to address urgent needs.
Councilwoman Teresa Mosqueda voted against the repeal, saying the lack of a replacement strategy 

would mean more months of inaction.
“It was not a tax on jobs,” she said, calling it “a much needed down payment to our housing crisis.”
Denise Moriguchi, chief financial officer at Asian grocery store chain Uwajimaya, told the council that 

she doesn’t like seeing people living in tents but that the tax was not the answer. She said it would hurt 
small businesses with thinner profit margins than Amazon.

Seattle’s so-called head tax would have charged companies about $275 per full-time worker each year 
to fund affordable housing and homeless services. It targeted nearly 600 businesses making at least $20 
million in gross revenue and would have taken effect next year.

Days after it passed, the business-backed No Tax On Jobs campaign began gathering signatures for the 
ballot and raised more than $280,000 in cash contributions in just weeks.

It remains to be seen whether Seattle’s retreat will have a chilling effect on other cities considering taxes 
on big tech companies to help mitigate the effects of growth.

The City Council in Mountain View, California, where Google is based, will vote June 26 on whether to 
put a similar measure before voters in November. The “Google tax” aims to alleviate transportation woes 
and high housing costs in the Silicon Valley city south of San Francisco.

Mountain View Mayor Lenny Siegel said Seattle’s about-face hasn’t changed his support for the tax.
“It appears that we have a better relationship with our business than Seattle does,” Siegel said.
He said Google hasn’t taken a position on the proposal and that no “groundswell” of opposition has 

materialized from the Internet search giant and other companies.
Amazon has been aggressive about fighting taxes. It recently said it would block Australians from pur-

chases on its international websites after the nation planned to impose a 10 percent consumption tax on 
online retailers for goods shipped to Australia.

___
Associated Press journalist Paul Elias in San Francisco contributed to this report.

Supreme Court’s voter roll decision may have limited impact
By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY, Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — A U.S. Supreme Court ruling has cleared the way for states to take a tougher approach 
to maintaining their voter rolls, but will they?

Ohio plans to resume its process for removing inactive voters, which was affirmed in Monday’s 5-4 rul-
ing, after the November elections. It takes a particularly aggressive approach that appears to be an outlier 
among states.

Few appear eager to follow.
“Our law has been on the books. It hasn’t changed, and it isn’t changing,” said Oklahoma Election Board 

spokesman Bryan Dean.
At issue is when a state begins the process to notify and ultimately remove people from the rolls after 

a period of non-voting. In most states with similar laws, like Oklahoma, that process begins after voters 
miss two or more federal elections.

In Ohio, it starts if voters sit out a two-year period that includes just one federal election. They are removed 
from the rolls if they fail to vote over the following four years or do not return an address-confirmation card.

Opponents of the laws say their intent is to purge people from the rolls, particularly minorities and the 
poor who tend to vote Democratic. Supporters say voters are given plenty of chances to keep their active 
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status and that the rules adhere to federal law requiring states to maintain accurate voter rolls.

Democrats and voting rights groups have expressed concern that other states will be emboldened by 
the ruling and adopt more aggressive tactics to kick voters off the rolls. In addition to Oklahoma, Georgia, 
Montana, Oregon, Pennsylvania and West Virginia have laws similar to Ohio’s.

But even Republican-led states where officials are concerned about voter fraud may be wary when it 
comes to following the Ohio model.

One hurdle is likely to come from local governments, where election administrators would have to deal 
with disgruntled voters and manage an increase in the number of people placed on inactive voter lists, said 
Myrna Perez, who has studied voter list practices in her role as deputy director of the Brennan Center’s 
Democracy Program.

“Using one election as an indicator is going to lead to a whole lot of false positives,” she said. “There 
are plenty of states that clean their voter rolls successfully without being as aggressive as Ohio.”

West Virginia is more lenient in targeting inactive voters than Ohio. Among other things, it requires 
counties in the year following a presidential election to mail an address confirmation to people who have 
not voted in any election during the previous four years.

Julie Archer of the watchdog West Virginia Citizen Action Group said the process appears to be working 
as it should.

“There is not a need to do something more aggressive,” she said.
The controversy over Ohio’s approach arose from apparently conflicting mandates in the National Voter 

Registration Act, which became law in 1993. It requires states to maintain accurate voter registration lists 
but also says they should protect against inadvertently removing properly registered voters.

Since 1994, Ohio has used voters’ inactivity after two years — encompassing one federal election cycle 
— to trigger a process that could lead to removal from the voter rolls. That process has been used under 
both Democratic and Republican secretaries of state, but groups representing voters did not sue until 
2016, under current Republican Secretary of State Jon Husted.

The legal action followed what the lawsuit called “a massive statewide purge” of voters in the summer 
of 2015.

In Pennsylvania, the process isn’t triggered unless people have failed to vote for five years, or two gen-
eral election cycles. The state has no plans to change that, Department of State spokeswoman Wanda 
Murren said.

The existing system hasn’t been drawing complaints, said Ray Murphy, a spokesman for Keystone Votes, 
a liberal coalition that advocates for changes to Pennsylvania election law. But he said the group will watch 
the Legislature closely for any signs that lawmakers will want to follow Ohio’s more stringent method.

Ballot access is a frequent battleground for Democrats and Republicans, but it’s not always a neatly 
partisan issue.

In Oregon, for example, Republican Secretary of State Dennis Richardson last year expanded the period 
for removing people from the rolls from five years of non-voting to 10 years.

“A registered voter should not lose their voting rights solely because they haven’t participated recently,” 
he said in a written statement following Monday’s Supreme Court ruling.

___
Associated Press writers Tom James in Salem, Oregon; Sean Murphy in Oklahoma City; John Raby in 

Charleston, West Virginia; Julie Carr Smyth in Columbus, Ohio; and Mark Scolforo in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, contributed to this report.

___
Follow Christina Almeida Cassidy on Twitter at http://twitter.com/AP_Christina
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Today in History

By The Associated Press
Today in History
Today is Wednesday, June 13, the 164th day of 2018. There are 201 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 13, 1978, the movie musical “Grease,” starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John, had its 

world premiere in New York.
On this date:
In 1525, German theologian Martin Luther married former nun Katharina von Bora.
In 1789, during the French Revolution, the National Assembly convened.
In 1842, Queen Victoria became the first British monarch to ride on a train, traveling from Slough Railway 

Station to Paddington in 25 minutes.
In 1911, the ballet “Petrushka,” with music by Igor Stravinsky and choreography by Michel Fokine, was 

first performed in Paris by the Ballets Russes, with Vaslav Nijinsky in the title role.
In 1927, aviation hero Charles Lindbergh was honored with a ticker-tape parade in New York City.
In 1935, James Braddock claimed the title of world heavyweight boxing champion from Max Baer in a 

15-round fight in Queens, New York. “Becky Sharp,” the first movie photographed in “three-strip” Tech-
nicolor, opened in New York.

In 1942, a four-man Nazi sabotage team arrived on Long Island, New York, three days before a sec-
ond four-man team landed in Florida. (All eight men were arrested after two members of the first group 
defected.) President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Office of Strategic Services and the Office of War 
Information.

In 1957, the Mayflower II, a replica of the ship that brought the Pilgrims to America in 1620, arrived at 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, after a nearly two-month journey from England.

In 1966, the Supreme Court ruled in Miranda v. Arizona that criminal suspects had to be informed of 
their constitutional right to consult with an attorney and to remain silent.

In 1977, James Earl Ray, the convicted assassin of civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., was recap-
tured following his escape three days earlier from a Tennessee prison.

In 1983, the U.S. space probe Pioneer 10, launched in 1972, became the first spacecraft to leave the 
solar system as it crossed the orbit of Neptune.

In 1993, Canada’s Progressive Conservative Party chose Defense Minister Kim Campbell to succeed Brian 
Mulroney (muhl-ROO’-nee) as prime minister; she was the first woman to hold the post. Astronaut Donald 
K. “Deke” Slayton died in League City, Texas, at age 69.

Ten years ago: Tim Russert, moderator of NBC’s “Meet the Press,” died suddenly while preparing for his 
weekly broadcast; he was 58. Pope Benedict XVI took President George W. Bush on a rare stroll through 
the lush grounds of the Vatican Gardens during the leaders’ third visit together. R. Kelly was acquitted of 
all charges in his child pornography trial in Chicago, ending a six-year ordeal for the R&B superstar.

Five years ago: The White House said it had conclusive evidence that Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
regime had used chemical weapons against opposition forces seeking to overthrow the government. The 
U.S. Supreme Court unanimously threw out attempts to patent human genes, siding with advocates who 
said the multibillion-dollar biotechnology industry should not have exclusive control over genetic informa-
tion found in the human body.

One year ago: A comatose Otto Warmbier (WARM’-beer), released by North Korea after more than 17 
months in captivity, arrived in Cincinnati aboard a medevac flight; the 22-year-old college student, who 
had suffered severe brain damage, died six days later. Two inmates got through a gate inside a Georgia 
prison bus, shot and killed two guards and fled in a carjacked vehicle; the inmates were captured two 
days later in Tennessee. Rolling Stone magazine agreed to pay $1.65 million to settle a defamation lawsuit 
filed by a University of Virginia fraternity over a debunked story about a rape on campus. Anita Pallenberg, 
a model and actress who had children with Keith Richards and served as a muse for the Rolling Stones, 
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died in Chichester, West Sussex, England.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Bob McGrath is 86. Artist Christo is 83. Magician Siegfried (Siegfried & Roy) 
is 79. Actor Malcolm McDowell is 75. Former U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is 74. Singer Dennis 
Locorriere is 69. Actor Richard Thomas is 67. Actor Jonathan Hogan is 67. Actor Stellan Skarsgard is 67. 
Comedian Tim Allen is 65. North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper is 61. Actress Ally Sheedy is 56. TV anchor 
Hannah Storm is 56. Rock musician Paul deLisle (deh-LYL’) (Smash Mouth) is 55. Actress Lisa Vidal is 53. 
Singer David Gray is 50. Rhythm and blues singer Deniece Pearson (Five Star) is 50. Rock musician Soren 
Rasted (Aqua) is 49. Actor Jamie Walters is 49. Singer-musician Rivers Cuomo (Weezer) is 48. Country 
singer Susan Haynes is 46. Actor Steve-O is 44. Country singer Jason Michael Carroll is 40. Actor Ethan 
Embry is 40. Actor Chris Evans is 37. Actress Sarah Schaub is 35. Singer Raz B is 33. Actress Kat Dennings 
is 32. Actress Ashley Olsen is 32. Actress Mary-Kate Olsen is 32. DJ/producer Gesaffelstein is 31. Actor 
Aaron Taylor-Johnson is 28.

Thought for Today: “What intellectual snobs we have become! Virtue is now in the number of degrees 
you have — not in the kind of person you are or what you can accomplish in real-life situations.” — Eda 
J. LeShan, American educator (1922-2002).

Today in History


