
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 312 ~ 1 of 50

Groton Daily Independent

© 2018 Groton Daily Independent

Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. It takes cardboard, papers 
and aluminum cans.
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Lewandowski Bridal Shower
Come and Go Bridal Shower honoring Bride to Be, 

Sarah Lewandowski, Saturday, June 2, 2018 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
Church – Groton. Lance Dennert and Sarah are 
registered at Bed, Bath and Beyond and Target.
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Trinity Church Open House is Sunday
The Groton Community Historical Society 

(“GCHS”) will host a fund-raising open house 
at the Historic Trinity Church Sunday, May 27, 
from noon to 5 pm, with a free lunch provided 
by Thrivent Financial during those hours.  The 
event will feature a concert of music played on 
the church’s original pump organ by Sue Gates, 
Director of the Dacotah Prairie Museum, at 3 
pm..

GCHS has been conducting a fund drive 
since January 2018 to raise the $25,000 need-
ed to match a grant to re-roof the church.  The 
purpose of the open house event is to raise 
the final funds needed to apply for the grant 
by the June 1 deadline.  May is also National 
Historic Preservation Month, when citizens 
are encouraged to take an interest in special 
locations and consider how to preserve those 
special places for future generations.  

Groton’s Trinity Church, built in 1884 and 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, is one of those special places.  It is 
the lone survivor of 153 similar churches that 
existed in South Dakota in 1890, all of which were built from plans by a world-famous architect who also 
designed the Trinity Church on Wall Street in New York City.  The Open House will give local residents an 
opportunity to tour and learn about this historical gem, and to help support its preservation.

Generous donations have been received from local civic groups and businesses, including $3,000 from 
the Brown County Historical Society; $1,000 from the Groton Lions Club; $500 from The Groton Chamber 
of Commerce; and $500 from James Valley Telecommunications.  Additionally, numerous donations ranging 
from $10 to $1,000 have been received from individuals.  Donors from as far away as Alaska and North 
Carolina who read about the church fund drive in various South Dakota newspapers, US News and World 
Report, the National Episcopal News Service and the Christian Post, have contributed to the roofing fund.  
Thrivent, in addition to providing the open house lunch, named GCHS as one of the nonprofit groups to 
which its Choice Dollars may be directed.

The Historical Society appreciates each and every one of these donations, and hopes that those who 
attend the open house will help push the total over the amount required to apply for the grant.  Members 
of the Society will be present at the open house with information about the church and its need for a 
new roof.  

The church is located at the intersection of 3rd Street and 3rd Avenue near downtown Groton.

Topper Tastad, Groton Community Historical So-
ciety President, puts the finishing touch on new 
shingles worked up under the old shingles to cover 
4-inch holes in the roof of the Historic Trinity Church 
until the roof can be replaced.  A fund-raising open 
house will be held at the church Sunday, May 27, to 
raise money for re-roofing the church. (Courtesy Photo)
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Quaking Aspens planted in memory
Three trees were planted on the west side of the Groton Community Center in memory of 

loved ones. Far left are Bryce Raap, Denise and Torre Raap. In the middle are Lee Schinkel, 
LaVonne Helmer, Sarge Likness, Jan Raap, David Kleinsassor, Ella Johnson, Vickie Sippel, Elda 
Stange, Pat Larson, Ivan Morehouse, Beulah Hoops, Richard and Ruby Donovan. Far right is 
Tony Goldade. (Photo by Tina Kosel)

Tony Goldade stand-
ing by the tree donated 
in memory of Marian 
Raines. (Photo by Tina Kosel)

Denise and Torre Raap, Bryce Raap 
and Jan Raap standing by the tree 
donated in memory of Burt Raap. 
(Photo by Tina Kosel)

Vickie Sippel stand-
ing by the tree given in 
memory of Lorraine Sip-
pel. (Photo by Tina Kosel)
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Groton Senior Citizens

Groton Seniors met April 9, present were fifteen members. President Ruby Donovan opened with alle-
giance to the flag. Minutes and treasurers report were read and accepted. President welcomed Wally and 
Darlene Fischer back being absent for several weeks a get well card was signed by all for David Kliensassor. 
He had knee surgery. Meeting was adjourned and cards played the winners of each game. Pinochle- Alan 
Zoellner, Whist- Tony Goldade, Canasta- Mary Walker and Marilyn Thorson, Bridge- Lavonne Helmer, Door 
prizes- Pat Larson, Tony Goldade and Marilyn Thorson. Lunch was served by Mary Walker and Tony Goldade. 

The group met April 16 with 16 members attending. Vice president Eunice McColister led the flag pledge. 
Cards were played. The winners of the games. Pinochle-Ivan Morehouse, Canasta- Pat Larson and Mary 
Walker, Whist- Wally Fischer and Bob Pray. Door prizes- Jan Raap, Darlene Fischer and Pat Larson. Wally 
and Darlene Fischer served cake and Ice cream. April 23 had a pot luck dinner eleven members attended. 
bingo was played. Beulah Hoops and Ella Johnson won black out. Door prizes went to Lee Schinkel, Wally 
Fischer and Ella Johnson.

Duck!
Flag holders have been installed on the street light 

poles along US 12 in Groton. The flags are hanging 
low and over the sidewalk, so if you’re walking, 
duck, and if you’re riding a bike, be careful. (Photo by 

Paul Kosel)
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Pool opening date moved to May 31

The Groton Swimming Pool is opening May 31 instead of the original May 26 target date. That information 
was presented in an executive session with Kami Lipp, Brenda Madsen and Karla Pasteur in attendance for 
over half an hour. Under the item of pool updates on the agenda, the council went into executive session. 
No explanation was given as to why the pool is opening later. 

Mayor Scott Hanlon reported that Councilman Eddy Opp is quite ill at this time with his cancer treatments 
and Opp has been unable to attend the last few meetings. The 2018 council appointments were approved 
with several councilmen being assigned to fill in for Opp for the time being. Jay Peterson will fill in as the 
co-chairman of solid waste, rubble site, parks, forestry and liquor with Burt Glover being the chairman. 
David McGannon will fill in as chairman of wastewater, cemetery, civil defense and community center with 
Peterson being the co-chairman. Burt Glover will fill in as co-chairman of police as David Blackmun is the 
chairman.  In the other departments, McGannon is chairman and Blackmun is co-chairman of electric, 
transit, insect and weed control and airport. Blackmun is chairman and McGannon is co-chairman of streets, 
baseball, storm drainage and other recreation. Peterson is chairman and Kayrn Babcock is co-chairman of 
finance office, legal, library, insurance, general administration, elections and code enforcement. Peterson 
is the council’s representative for the Northeast Council of Government and Blackmun is the representive 
for the planning and zoning commission.

State has changed a few laws in regards to malt beverage licenses. Dollar General has to renew its malt 
beverage license under a different plant which is on-off sale malt beverage. Mayor Scott Hanlon said the 
original agreement is not to permit drinking on the facility. Finance Officer Hope Block said she had talked 
to head quarters and they have no intentions of making any changes. Councilman David Blackmun said 
if there is a Dollar General bar inside the building, “We would revoke the license.”

Topper Tastad asked to rescind the decision to demolish the jail. Mike Nehls said, “The jail is a historical 
landmark for Groton. It would be nice to restore it.” Tastad said the Groton Community Historical Society 
would become the custodians of the jail. Ownership would remain with the city. Tastad said the building 
will be tuck-pointed this summer. Tastad said that the historical society would pay for the repairs. Currently, 
the building is not insured by the city for replacement. It is covered by liability insurance. “We (the Groton 
Community Historical Society) would do the repair on it at no expense to the city,” Tastad said. “It would 
be a gift for the people of Groton.” City Attorney Drew Johnson said he is concerned about the asbestos 
situation if it exists. “We (the city) don’t want you going in there and being exposed to asbestos. The city 
would still be liability. I know it’s a very expense proposal to remove asbestos.”

Councilman David Blackmun said that as a landlord, we are on the hook for the repairs. “I want it to be 
done satisfactory and by a licensed contractor,” Blackmun said. Mayor Scott Hanlon said, “I would rather 
have someone repair it that I know and not with someone that I don’t know. I faith in him doing a good 
job.”

“I don’t see the harm in letting it stand if it’s fixed correctly,” said Councilman Karyn Babcock. Mike 
Nehls said the jail has a lot of historical importance to the community. Eddy Nehls said, “It would be nice 
to have something historical to look at when you come to town.” Mike and Eddy Nehls have both served 
as the Chief of Police in Groton.

The discussion when on for half an hour about the jail. The council decided to give the historical society 
until September 30, 2018, to make the repairs. It passed on a 3-2 vote with Councilmen Burt Glover and 
David Blackmun voting no.

Tastad then discussed the need for electrical equipment at the park for the Summer Festival. The plan 
is to install three different electrical outlets in the park for people to use. There is $3,000 pledged for the 
project from the Groton Lions Club and the Groton American Legion as a gift for the community, Tastad 
said. It would give food venders for the Summer Festival more opportunities for electrical outlets. The 
council approved the project.

Tastad said that the Lions Club has begun the discussion to help with a project to make handicap bath-
rooms. “We just want to start the discussion on this,” Tastad said.

Then there was discussion on street striping. Opinions varied on whether it should be done. The equip-
ment can be borrowed from the school to do the striping.
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The fogging of mosquitoes was done Monday evening in the City of Groton. It is 
the first time since 2010 that fogging has happened on May 21. Other years it has 
been May 29 or even into June before the first fogging is done.

The route above represents 24 miles driven in two hours, using seven gallons of 
Evolver. The wind was ESE at around 5 mph and the temperature was between 57 
and 64 degrees.

24 miles
57 degrees
ESE 4
2 hours
7 gallons Evolver

Mosquito control done Monday evening
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Today in Weather History 

Groton Job Opportunities
C.N.A.s ~ Nurses
Part-Time Cook

Contact Brynn Pickrel or Nellie Hatfield at 605-397-
2365 or apply in person.

EOE/AA/M/F/V/D-Drug Free Workplace

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 

May 22, 1963: A late spring freeze impacted many locations reporting lows in the lower 20s. Some low 
temperatures include: 18 degrees in Andover; 20 degrees in Britton, 4 NW of Gann Valley, Leola and Ros-
coe; 21 degrees Castlewood, Ipswich, Kennebec, Redfield, 2 NW of Stephen, and 1 west of Summit; 22 
degrees in Aberdeen, Eureka, 1 west of Highmore, McLaughlin, and 4 west of Mellette.

May 22, 1993: Nearly stationary thunderstorms dumped five to seven one-half inches of rain and hail 
within three hours on the southwest side of Sioux Falls causing major urban flooding and a flash flood on 
an area creek. Water and sewage flooded at least 200 basements as the storm and sewer systems backed 
up. Water came up to the rooftops of many cars in the Empire Mall area. Power was knocked out at the 
Empire Mall and to 2600 other customers in southwest Sioux Falls. Rainwater came through the roof of 
the Empire Mall causing damage to some stores. Hail up to an inch in diameter fell continuously for up 
to one and one-half hours in parts of southwest Sioux Falls causing considerable damage to hundreds of 
roofs, trees, and gardens. Thousands of cars received damage from hail or water in Sioux Falls. In the 
Silver Glen area, a flash flood turned a typically three-foot wide creek to a hundred feet wide in places. At 
least five houses near this creek had severe damage caused by the rushing waters. The flash flood also 
tore out a section of a road adjacent to the creek, buckled sidewalks, ripped away 100-year-old trees, and 
floated a 5500 lb truck down the road.

May 22, 2010: An EF2 tornado in eastern Walworth County crossed into western Edmunds County and 
intensified into a massive EF4 tornado as it struck several farms in its path. At the first farm, several large 
cottonwood trees were uprooted along with damage to several trailers. Three-grain bins were also de-
stroyed with debris located several hundred yards to the northeast. The residence suffered some shingle 
and antenna damage. The tornado then tracked northeast to a second farm where several outbuildings 
were damaged or destroyed along with widespread tree damage. The primary residence at this location 
suffered no damage. Several grain cars were also rolled about 100 yards into the trees behind the house. 
The massive tornado continued to track northeast to a third farm to the north of Bowdle. The main resi-
dence suffered major damage to walls with part of the roof structure removed. Widespread tree damage 
was sustained with many of the trees completely debarked with only the stumps of the largest branches 
remaining. Two large garages were destroyed with the concrete slab wiped clean. The vehicles in one 
garage were rolled or tossed from 25 to 100 yards away. It is estimated that one car flew through the air 
75 to 100 yards resting in the tree shelter belt to the north of the residence. Several other outbuildings 
were destroyed. The tornado then toppled six to eight metal power transmission towers as it moved to the 
north of the farm. One tower was sheared off from the concrete footings and traveled an estimated 400 

yards. Ground scouring was visible along the 
path of these towers. The large tornado contin-
ued to track east crossing over State Highway 
47 where a state radio tower was toppled. The 
tornado lifted shortly after that. The highest 
wind speeds were estimated to be from 166 
to 200 mph.

1876: Denver, Colorado was drenched with 
6.50 inches of rain in 24 hours, an all-time 
record for that location.

1986: A devastating hailstorm hit the Sich-
uan Province of China. Reports indicate that 
up to 100 people were killed, 35,000 homes 
destroyed and entire crops devastated. 
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Warmer air will spread across the region today, and will remain in place all the way through the holiday 
weekend. Highs in the 80s and even low 90s will be common through the week and into the weekend. 
The weather pattern will also become a bit more unsettled, with off and on chances for showers and 
thunderstorms beginning this evening. Humidity will be on the increase as well through mid-week. It will 
certainly start to feel like summer instead of spring!
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp:  71.0 F at 6:21 PM    
Low Outside Temp:  55.7 F at 5:43 AM   
Wind Chill: 
High Gust:  14.0 Mph at 9:37 AM     
Precip: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 92° in 1928
Record Low: 22° in 1963
Average High: 70°F 
Average Low: 46°F 
Average Precip in May: 2.25
Precip to date in May: 1.31
Average Precip to date: 6.28
Precip Year to Date: 3.99
Sunset Tonight: 9:05 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:55 a.m.
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THE GOD OF THE BIBLE

No one can live without worshiping something or someone.

Man has a need to worship someone or something that is above him, beyond him, more intelligent, 
more powerful, more “whatever” than he is. Someone whom he is willing to bow before or something 
that he builds his life on.

That one or that thing may have beauty or be ugly in the final analysis - depending on who makes 
the decision about that one or thing. It may be material or physical, it may be mental or personal. It is 
someone or something that is “worthy” of bending a knee or bowing a head in the eyes of the worshiper.

What is so interesting about what or who we choose to worship is that we eventually become like that 
god. For example if our God is a God of love, we will love as that God loves. If our God is faithful, or 
caring, or holy, or compassionate, or truthful, or pure, or sinless - we will strive to become like that God.

If our god is sinful, we will sin willingly. If our god is cruel, or hateful, or untrustworthy, or covetous, or 
jealous, or inhumane, or self-centered we will allow those traits to become evident or obvious in our lives.

Centuries ago the Psalmist predicted this: “Those who make them are like them, and so will all who 
trust in them.”

Our behavior reflects the one whom we choose to bow before. Our lives reflect the one we worship.

Prayer: Father, we cannot fool anyone - especially You. Our lives are either Godlike or godlike - but not 
both. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 115:8 Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

• Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round) 
• 11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion 

(Fall/Winter Months)
• 1/27/2019 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm
• 4/13/2019 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 5/5/2018 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 5/27/2018 Historic Trinity Church Pump Organ Concert.
• 5/28/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to 

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)
• 6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)
• 6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove
• 6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)
• 9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)
• 12/01/2018 Olive Grove Golf Course 2018 Holiday Party

• Best Ball Golf Tourney
• SDSU Golf Tourney 
• Sunflower Golf Tourney
• Santa Claus Day
• Fireman’s Stag 
• Tour of Homes
• Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
• School Events
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Noem campaign for governor has cash edge over Jackley
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — U.S. Rep. Kristi Noem’s campaign for governor has nearly twice as much cash on 

hand as South Dakota Attorney General Marty Jackley heading into the June Republican primary.
Noem’s campaign reported Monday raising more than $619,300 since Jan. 1. Her campaign has more 

than $1 million cash on hand going into the June primary election.
Jackley, Noem’s Republican primary opponent, reports more than $570,000 cash on hand after raising 

more than $530,900 since the first of the year.
State Senate Minority leader Billie Sutton, the lone Democrat in the race, raised more than $416,500 

since the start of 2018 and has nearly $880,000 cash on hand, according to his campaign.
They are competing to replace outgoing Republican Gov. Dennis Daugaard, who can’t run again this 

year because of term limits.

South Dakota farmers remain behind on corn, soybean planting
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota farmers made up for lost time with a good week of fieldwork 

but still remain far behind on planting corn and soybeans.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture said Monday that farmers in South Dakota had five days suitable for 

fieldwork last week.
Corn planting has risen to 66 percent, but that is well behind 86 percent last year at this time and the 

five-year average of 81 percent. Corn is 15 percent emerged, well behind 42 percent last year and 35 
percent average.

Soybean planting is now at 24 percent, well behind 52 percent last year and the average of 44 percent. 
Two percent of soybeans have emerged, compared with 10 percent last year and 8 percent average.

Winter wheat is rated 11 percent poor or very poor.

Fall open house scheduled for $30M Pierre medical facility
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Construction at a central South Dakota hospital’s new $30 million medical facility 

is on schedule in time for a public open house in September.
Avera St. Mary’s in Pierre plans to host the open house on Sept. 30.
Avera St. Mary’s Foundation Director Kellie Yackley told the Capital Journal that there aren’t any delays 

and clinics are due to open sometime in October. Fundraising is also in the final stages.
The new building will house a $12 million cancer treatment facility, named the Helmsley Center. The 

Helmsley Charitable Trust has provided $7.5 million for it, and has pledged $2.5 million in matching funds 
if the Avera St. Mary’s Foundation raises its own $2.5 million. The charitable trust was established by the 
late hotel and real estate baroness Leona Helmsley.

The foundation will need to raise $30,000 more by Aug. 1 to hit the target, Yackley said. Avera’s next 
milestone will be to fundraise another $150,000 in cash between August and February, according to Yackley.

Avera’s gala this year brought in nearly $90,000 toward the challenge matching grant. Much of the fun-
draising activity has come from other organizations hosting events to benefit the Helmsley Center, such 
as a golf tournament that raised about $7,000, said Yackley.

The Red Willow Band will be performing at a fundraiser for the center at the Pat Duffy Community Youth 
Involved Center in Fort Pierre on July 25.

The Helmsley Center is being built between Avera St. Mary’s Hospital and Avera Medical Group buildings. 
Construction began last summer.

___
Information from: Pierre Capital Journal, http://www.capjournal.com

News from the
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Memorial to 6 women who died in 1880s dedicated

AVOCA, Minn. (AP) — Six Native American women who died at a boarding school in southwest Minnesota 
more than a century ago finally have their own memorial.

A grave marker for the women was dedicated Sunday at a cemetery on a windy prairie near Avoca. Lucy 
Walters, Mary Josephine Bordeaux, Mary Xavier Tasunka, Alma Parient, Bertha Tapatinwin, and Inez Bru-
gier died at the boarding school between 1886 and 1889. Their remains were buried in unmarked graves.

Sister Roseanne McDougall tells KELO-TV the women were part of a federal program in which Native 
Americans were taken from the reservation and placed in boarding schools. McDougall is the archivist for 
the Society of Holy Child Jesus, the Catholic community who taught at the boarding school.

The society had the names and dates of death in its archives.

Fort Thompson man gets 20 months for drug-related death
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — A Fort Thompson man has been sentenced to nearly two years in prison for a 

drug-related confrontation that led to a man’s death.
The U.S. attorney’s office says 32-year-old Zachery Ziegler got into a fight with Thomas Witt on May 

23, 2017, and punched Witt in the head. Witt was later pronounced dead at a Chamberlain hospital of a 
traumatic brain injury.

Ziegler pleaded guilty in February to involuntary manslaughter. He was recently sentenced to 20 months 
in custody.

Congressional leaders to review information on Russia probe
By DESMOND BUTLER and CHAD DAY, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ratcheting up pressure on the Russia investigation, the White House announced 
that top FBI and Justice Department officials have agreed to meet with congressional leaders and “review” 
highly classified information the lawmakers have been seeking on the handling of the probe.

The agreement came after President Donald Trump made an extraordinary demand that the Justice 
Department investigate whether the FBI infiltrated his presidential campaign. It’s unclear exactly what 
the members will be allowed to review or if the Justice Department will be providing any documents to 
Congress.

White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said Trump chief of staff John Kelly will broker 
the meeting between congressional leaders and the FBI, Justice Department and office of the Director of 
National Intelligence. She said the officials will “review highly classified and other information they have 
requested,” but did not provide additional detail.

During a meeting Monday with Trump, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein and FBI Director Chris-
topher Wray also reiterated an announcement late Sunday that the Justice Department’s inspector general 
will expand an existing investigation into the Russia probe by examining whether there was any improper 
politically motivated surveillance.

Rep. Devin Nunes, an ardent Trump supporter and head of the House Intelligence Committee, has been 
demanding information on an FBI source in the Russia investigation. And Trump has taken up the cause 
as the White House tries to combat the threat posed by special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into 
potential ties between Russia and the Trump campaign.

On Tuesday, a group of conservative House lawmakers planned to call for the appointment of a second 
special counsel to investigate whether misconduct took place in the FBI and the Justice Department.

Trump tweeted Sunday, “I hereby demand, and will do so officially tomorrow, that the Department of 
Justice look into whether or not the FBI/DOJ infiltrated or surveilled the Trump Campaign for Political 
Purposes - and if any such demands or requests were made by people within the Obama Administration!”

With the demand, Trump entered into the realm of applying presidential pressure on the Justice Depart-
ment regarding an investigation into his own campaign — a move few of his predecessors have made.
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Trump made the demand amid days of public venting about the special counsel investigation, which he 

has deemed a “witch hunt” that he says has yielded no evidence of collusion between his campaign and 
Russia. In response, the Justice Department moved to defuse the confrontation by asking its watchdog 
to investigate whether there was inappropriate surveillance.

“If anyone did infiltrate or surveil participants in a presidential campaign for inappropriate purposes, we 
need to know about it and take appropriate action,” Rosenstein said in a statement announcing the move.

The Justice Department probe began in March at the request of Attorney General Jeff Sessions and 
congressional Republicans. Sessions and the lawmakers urged Inspector General Michael Horowitz to 
review whether FBI and Justice Department officials abused their surveillance powers by using informa-
tion compiled by Christopher Steele, a former British spy, and paid for by Democrats to justify monitoring 
Carter Page, a former campaign adviser to Trump.

Horowitz said his office will look at those claims as well as communications between Steele and Justice 
and FBI officials.

The back and forth between the Justice Department and Congress began with a classified subpoena 
from Nunes in late April. The panel didn’t publicize the subpoena, but the Justice Department released a 
letter it sent to Nunes rejecting the request for information “regarding a specific individual.” The depart-
ment said disclosure could have severe consequences, including potential loss of human life.

The Justice Department said the White House had signed off on its letter, but Nunes wasn’t satisfied, 
and continued to pressure the department. Negotiations between the House Republicans and the Justice 
department appeared to stall last week ahead of Trump’s tweet — an apparent reversal of the White 
House’s initial policy.

Rep. Adam Schiff of California, the senior Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, has called 
Trump’s claim of an embedded spy “nonsense.”

“His ‘demand’ DOJ investigate something they know to be untrue is an abuse of power, and an effort 
to distract from his growing legal problems,” Schiff tweeted. “Never mind that DOJ has warned that lives 
and alliances are at risk. He doesn’t care.”

Trump’s demand of the Justice Department alarmed many observers, who felt it not only violated presi-
dential protocol but also could have a chilling effect on federal law enforcement or its use of informants.

The New York Times was the first to report that the FBI had an informant who met several times with 
Trump campaign officials who had suspicious contacts linked to Russia.

The GOP-led House Intelligence Committee closed its Russian meddling probe last month, saying it 
found no evidence of collusion or coordination between Trump’s campaign and Russia. Schiff and other 
committee Democrats were furious and argued that Republicans had not subpoenaed many witnesses 
they considered essential to the committee’s work.

Sunday was not the first time that Trump accused his predecessor of politically motivated activity against 
him.

Without substantiation, Trump tweeted in March 2017 that former President Barack Obama had conducted 
surveillance the previous October at Trump Tower, the New York skyscraper where Trump ran his campaign 
and transition and maintains a residence. Comey later testified to Congress that internal reviews found no 
information to support the president’s tweets. Trump fired Comey over the bureau’s Russia investigation.

___
Associated Press writers Mary Clare Jalonick, Jill Colvin, Eric Tucker, Darlene Superville and Jonathan 

Lemire contributed to this report.

Palestinians ask ICC for ‘immediate’ probe against Israel
By MIKE CORDER, Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — Calling it a “historic step” toward justice, the Palestinian foreign min-
ister asked the International Criminal Court on Tuesday to open an “immediate investigation” into alleged 
Israeli “crimes” committed against the Palestinian people.
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The development was sure to worsen the already troubled relations between the internationally backed 

Palestinian Authority and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government. Peace talks have been 
frozen for over four years, and contacts between the two sides are minimal.

Speaking to reporters at the ICC in The Hague, Netherlands, Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad Malki said 
he submitted the “referral” to the court during a meeting with the ICC’s chief prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda.

The referral sought an investigation into Israeli policies in the West Bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza Strip 
since the state of Palestine accepted the ICC’s jurisdiction in 2014, he said.

This includes Israeli settlement policies in the West Bank and east Jerusalem, as well as the recent round 
of bloodshed in the Gaza Strip, where Israeli fire killed over 100 Palestinians during mass protests along 
the Gaza border, Malki added.

“There is a culture of impunity in Israel for crimes against Palestinians,” Malki said. “This referral is Pal-
estine’s test to the international mechanism of accountability and respect for international law.”

The ICC has been conducting a preliminary probe since 2015 into alleged crimes in the Palestinian ter-
ritories, including Israel’s settlement policy and crimes allegedly committed by both sides in the 2014 Gaza 
conflict. Tuesday’s referral could speed up a decision on whether to open a full-blown investigation that 
could ultimately lead to the indictment of high-ranking Israelis.

The move comes with Israeli-Palestinian relations at their lowest point in years in the aftermath of the 
U.S. Embassy move to Jerusalem and the recent bloodshed on the Gaza border.

“This is a conduct that requires that we take action and this is why we moved in this regard,” said Pal-
estinian Assistant Minister for Multilateral Affairs Ammar Hijazi, referring to recent Gaza violence.

Israel has said it was defending its border and accused Gaza’s ruling Hamas militant group of using the 
unrest to carry out attempted attacks and of using civilians as human shields.

In new violence, the Israeli army said it targeted a Hamas observation post in Gaza with tank fire after 
a group of militants briefly entered Israel and set fire to an Israeli military post. The army said there were 
no injuries on the Israeli side, and no additional details were immediately available.

In response to Tuesday’s move at the ICC, Israel said it took a “severe view” of the Palestinian request, 
calling it a “cynical” and “absurd” step. It accused the Palestinians of violent incitement against Israel 
and exploiting women and children as human shields. It also said the ICC had no jurisdiction in the case 
because Israel is not a member of the court.

“Israel expects the ICC and its prosecutor not to yield to Palestinian pressure, and stand firm against 
continued Palestinian efforts to politicize the court and to derail it from its mandate,” the Israeli statement 
said.

Israel is not a member of the ICC, but its citizens can be charged by the court if they are suspected of 
committing grave crimes on the territory or against a national of a country that is a member. The ICC has 
recognized “Palestine” as a member state.

The ICC is a court of last resort — it is authorized to take on cases where national authorities cannot or 
will not launch prosecutions.

Israel says it has investigated actions by its forces during the Gaza conflict, and says it has opened a 
number of investigations into the latest Gaza violence as well. But critics say the investigations rarely lead 
anywhere.

“Israel acts in accordance with independent and thorough judicial review mechanisms, befitting a demo-
cratic state, and in accordance with international law,” the Israeli statement said.

While the ICC can indict suspects, it has no police force and has to rely on cooperation from member 
states to enforce arrest warrants.

Richard Dicker, Director of the International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch, said Bensouda, 
the chief ICC prosecutor, should now “take steps to open a formal probe aimed at holding perpetrators 
of serious crimes to account and ensuring impartial and comprehensive justice consistent with the court’s 
statute.”

The Palestinians appear to have an especially strong case in the matter of settlements. In 2004, the 
United Nations’ highest judicial organ, the International Court of Justice, ruled in an advisory opinion that 
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the settlements breached international law.

In late 2016, the U.N. Security Council also declared the settlements to be illegal.
Over 600,000 Israelis now live in the West Bank and east Jerusalem — territories sought by the Pales-

tinians as parts of their future state. Israel captured both territories from Jordan in the 1967 Mideast war.
Under international law it is illegal to transfer populations out of or into occupied territory.
Israel claims east Jerusalem as an inseparable part of its capital — though its annexation is not inter-

national recognized.
Israel claims the West Bank is not occupied because it was captured from Jordan, not the Palestinians, 

and Jordan does not make a claim to the territory.
Since the Palestinians never ruled the West Bank, Israel says this territory is disputed and its final status 

should be resolved in negotiations. It also claims that settlements can be torn down and therefore do not 
prejudice the final status of the territory. It notes that in the case of Gaza, for instance, it uprooted all 
settlements there when it withdrew in 2005. Israel also captured Gaza in the 1967 war.

While the Gaza withdrawal removed some 8,000 settlers, the much larger population in the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to move.

___
Associated Press writer Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

Voters choose nominees in Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Texas
By BILL BARROW, Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — Four states will cast ballots Tuesday as the 2018 midterm elections take shape. Voters 
in Arkansas, Georgia and Kentucky hold primaries, while Texans settle several primary runoffs after their 
first round of voting in March. Some noteworthy story lines:

IN THIS #METOO MIDTERM, A BIG DAY FOR WOMEN
Texans will settle an all-female congressional runoff between liberal activist Laura Moser and Houston 

attorney Lizzie Fletcher in a Houston-area House race that has become a proxy for the Democratic Party’s 
battle over style and substance. The winner faces Republican Rep. John Culberson in the fall.

Women also could claim nominations in two other Texas congressional districts on Democrats’ national 
target list. In the metro-Dallas district now represented by Republican Pete Sessions, it’s attorney Lillian 
Salerno vs. attorney Colin Allred. Both are former Obama administration officials; Allred’s also a former 
player for the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys. In a San Antonio-Mexican border district, Gina Ortiz Jones is vying 
to become the first openly lesbian Latina congresswoman from her state.

The three Texas districts are among the 25 nationally where President Donald Trump ran behind Hillary 
Clinton in 2016. Democrats must flip 24 GOP-held seats for a House majority.

In Georgia, Democrats will tap either Stacey Abrams or Stacey Evans as the state’s first female nominee 
for governor from either major party. If Abrams ultimately were to prevail in November, she’d become the 
first black female governor in any state capital.

GOP MELEE IN GEORGIA
Georgia’s Republican candidates for governor have engaged in a sprint to the right on everything from 

immigration to bear-hugging Trump.
Secretary of State Brian Kemp set the curve with his home-stretch ads. In one, he wields a shotgun 

alongside a young male suitor of his teenage daughter. Another features an explosion (what Kemp says 
he does to government spending), a chain saw (he’ll use it to cut regulations), and Kemp driving a pickup 
truck (which he says might come in handy to “round up criminal illegals”).

Michael Williams, a state senator lagging badly in public polls, followed suit by campaigning with a “de-
portation bus.” When it broke down — literally — he suggested leftists had put water in the gas tank.

Kemp is trying to secure a second-place finish to qualify for a likely runoff against Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle, 
who has GOP business establishment support but also touts his determination to “protect” Georgians 
from “criminal illegal aliens.”
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The question is whether Cagle leads by enough to suggest that he’s a clear runoff favorite. A second 

round between Cagle and Kemp could escalate the rhetoric and spook Georgia Republicans accustomed 
to more centrist, business-aligned politicians who rarely flout Atlanta-based behemoths like Delta and 
Coca-Cola. Some of those GOP figures worry the gamesmanship already has ensured Georgia won’t land 
Amazon’s second headquarters.

A HEALTH CARE PREVIEW IN ARKANSAS
While Washington fixates on the daily glut of developments in the Russia election meddling investigation, 

Democratic congressional candidates insist they’ll win in November arguing about bread-and-butter issues 
like health care. Arkansas state Rep. Clarke Tucker is running for Congress in a Little Rock-based district 
by telling his story as a cancer survivor. His first target is a crowded Democratic field. His real target is 
Republican Rep. French Hill, who voted many times to repeal the 2010 Affordable Care Act.

NATIONAL DEMOCRATS’ SCORE SHEET
Several congressional matchups will test Democrats’ recruiting and campaign strategies. In metro Houston, 

national Democrats’ House campaign arm incensed liberals when operatives unloaded opposition research 
essentially calling Laura Moser a carpetbagger.

The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee hasn’t endorsed her opponent, but the implications 
were clear: Washington Democrats think Moser is too liberal to flip the seat in November. Moser parlayed 
voter disgust with DCCC’s maneuver into her runoff spot, but Moser says the unusual move hurt her fun-
draising and momentum in the long run.

The DCCC initially missed in the Dallas-area seat: Its preferred candidate didn’t make the runoff. The 
committee has since shifted to Allred, the civil rights attorney and former NFL player.

National Democrats say they’d be OK in Kentucky’s 6th District with Amy McGrath, a veteran fighter pilot 
who garnered national attention with her announcement video that detailed her struggles against sexism 
as she pursued her goals. But the national party’s initial recruit in the race is Lexington Mayor Jim Gray, 
who lost a 2016 Senate race to Republican Sen. Rand Paul.

GEORGIA DEMS: TEST OF STRATEGY AND TACTICS
The battle between Stacey Abrams, 44, and Stacey Evans, 40, in Georgia Democrats’ primary for gov-

ernor is a microcosm of the national party’s debate over strategy.
Abrams, a former state House minority leader, is an African-American attorney from the Democratic 

bastion of Atlanta who says the way to turn GOP-run Georgia into a battleground is to take an unabash-
edly liberal message to potential voters who aren’t casting ballots. That group, she says matter-of-factly, 
invariably trends young and nonwhite.

Evans, 40, is a white attorney who represented suburban Atlanta in the General Assembly, insists that 
the path involves the traditional Democratic base while coaxing back voters (read: white voters) that 
Democrats have lost.

It’s very much a reflection of the 2016 post-mortem: Did Hillary Clinton lose because too many nonwhite 
Democrats stayed home or because too many whites defected to Trump?

TED CRUZ 2.0
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, a favorite for re-election this fall, backed two former staffers among his many en-

dorsees this primary season. One failed to advance in March. But a second, Chip Roy, is in a GOP runoff 
for the House seat being opened by the retirement of Republican Rep. Lamar Smith. Cruz would love to 
place another ally among House conservatives, particularly one who once served as his chief of staff.

SPINNING TURNOUT
Republicans outvoted Democrats in some big-state early primaries this year — Texas on March 6 and 

Ohio on May 8. There’ll be plenty of eyeballs on the respective vote totals of the two parties in Georgia. 
In those three Texas congressional battlegrounds, partisans will compare Democratic runoff turnout to 
the March vote totals of the three vulnerable Republican congressmen.

Worth noting, of course: Reactions to those numbers will be as much about claiming momentum as they 
will be about actual predictive value for November.

___Follow Barrow on Twitter at https://twitter.com/BillBarrowAP .



Tuesday, May 22, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 312 ~ 18 of 50

Groton Daily Independent
APNewsBreak: McDonald’s workers file sex harassment claims

By DAVID CRARY, AP National Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Energized by the #MeToo movement, two national advocacy groups are teaming up 

to lodge sexual harassment complaints against McDonald’s on behalf of 10 women who have worked at 
the fast food restaurant in nine cities.

The workers — one of them a 15-year-old from St. Louis — alleged groping, propositions for sex, indecent 
exposure and lewd comments by supervisors. According to their complaints, when the women reported 
the harassment, they were ignored or mocked, and in some cases suffered retaliation.

The legal effort was organized by Fight for $15, which campaigns to raise pay for low-wage workers. 
The legal costs are being covered by the TIMES UP Legal Defense Fund, which was launched in January 
by the National Women’s Law Center to provide attorneys for women who cannot afford to bring cases 
on their own.

The complaints, filed with the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, are being announced 
on Tuesday, two days ahead of the company’s annual shareholder meeting in Oak Brook, Illinois.

Responding to the claims, McDonald’s spokeswoman Terri Hickey said there is “no place for harassment 
and discrimination of any kind” in the workplace.

“McDonald’s Corporation takes allegations of sexual harassment very seriously and are confident our 
independent franchisees who own and operate approximately 90 percent of our 14,000 U.S. restaurants 
will do the same,” Hickey said by email.

Fight for $15 said the restaurants named in the complaints are run by franchisees, not directly by McDon-
ald’s. But the complaints name both McDonald’s Corp. and the franchisee — part of Fight for $15’s effort 
to hold the company responsible for wage and employment issues at franchised locations. The company 
claims its franchisees are independent business owners, and that stance has complicated efforts to union-
ize workers across the entire McDonald’s chain.

When similar sexual harassment charges were lodged by Fight for $15 workers two years ago, McDon-
ald’s promised a review of those allegations. However, Hickey — in her new response — declined to say 
whether that review led to any changes of policies and practices aimed at curtailing such harassment.

Among the new complainants is Tanya Harrell, 22, of New Orleans, who alleges that her two managers 
teased her, but otherwise took no action after she told them of sustained verbal and physical harassment 
by a co-worker.

Harrell, who makes $8.15 an hour, says going public with her complaint may be emotionally taxing, but 
she is proud of her decision.

“I feel like I have a voice now,” she said in a telephone interview. “It gives me a bit of motivation and 
a bit of courage.”

In addition to New Orleans and St. Louis, charges were filed by workers in Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, 
Miami; Orlando, Florida; Durham, North Carolina, and Kansas City, Missouri.

The new allegations come almost two years after 15 McDonald’s workers in Fight for $15 filed a series 
of sexual harassment complaints against the company. Attorneys for the workers plan to ask the EEOC to 
consolidate or coordinate the newly filed charges, as well as some of the 2016 charges that remain pending.

What is different this time, organizers say, is that all of the women bringing charges are represented 
by attorneys due to the defense fund’s support. More broadly, the #MeToo movement that exploded last 
October has emboldened more women to speak out and has prompted some employers to alter their ap-
proach to harassment, said National Women’s Law Center CEO Fatima Goss Graves.

“Most companies have a policy saying no sexual harassment, but how do you make that work?” she 
asked. “Right now, because of the huge power disparities, it’s easy to just wait out the complaints and 
nothing really changes.”

Eve Cervantez, a lawyer with the San Francisco-based public interest law firm Altshuler Berzon, is working 
on the new complaints. She says they represent an effort to extend the power of #MeToo to low-wage 
women whose predicaments have not drawn as much attention as harassment victims in Hollywood, the 
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media and other sectors.

The women filing charges “want McDonald’s to take sexual harassment seriously and enforce its already 
existing zero tolerance policy,” Cervantez said.  “We think McDonald’s can use its power and influence to 
guarantee a safer workplace for all its employees’”

Fight for $15 is calling on the company to hold mandatory trainings about sexual harassment for man-
agers and employees and to create a safe, effective system for receiving and responding to complaints. 
As part of the initiative, Fight for $15 said it is establishing a hotline that workers can use to have their 
complaints reviewed by attorneys.

Activists say sexual harassment is pervasive in the fast food industry. They cite a 2016 survey by Hart 
Research Associates — conducted for three advocacy groups — which calculated that 40 percent of female 
fast food workers experience unwanted sexual behavior on the job.

___
Associated Press writer Candice Choi contributed to this report.

Manhunt for suspects in Baltimore area after officer’s death
By DAVID McFADDEN and SARAH RANKIN, Associated Press

PERRY HALL, Md. (AP) — Police backed by aircraft and trained dogs scoured a greater Baltimore suburb 
into the early hours Tuesday, seeking suspects believed armed and dangerous after the death of a female 
officer.

Baltimore County Police Cpl. Shawn Vinson said Monday evening that the enormous manhunt was con-
tinuing unabated in the suburban community of Perry Hall, Maryland, where witnesses reported hearing 
a pop before seeing a Jeep run over the officer Monday afternoon.

“The dark will not hamper our investigation,” Vinson vowed at a news briefing Monday evening.
The officer, who wasn’t immediately identified, was bleeding badly from significant injuries and was 

pronounced dead after being rushed to a hospital. Vinson said investigators have recovered the suspects’ 
abandoned Jeep, but police declined to confirm whether it was used to injure the officer.

Relatives of the officer, who would have been on the force four years by July, have been notified.
Tony Kurek told The Associated Press his adult son was outside in the family’s yard Monday afternoon in 

the northeast Baltimore County community when the son saw the officer with her gun drawn, confronting 
the occupants of a Jeep.

“The next thing he heard was a pop, and he saw the Jeep take off and run right over her,” said Kurek. 
The car left skid marks behind, he said, leaving the officer down and bleeding.

Logan Kurek, who is a volunteer firefighter, said he heard his younger brother “frantically screaming” 
and ran outside to perform CPR.

Vinson said the officer went to investigate a call about a suspicious vehicle when she encountered at 
least one suspect and was “critically injured.” He added that the confrontation may have stemmed from 
a burglary in progress, noting one home on the block had damage to a patio door.

“What exactly happened, we are not sure yet until an autopsy is performed,” Vinson said at a news 
conference Monday. He said he had no information about whether she had fired her own weapon.

He added that a homicide investigation has been opened. Officers were searching for suspects “who we 
believe are armed and dangerous,” Police Chief Terrence Sheridan said.

Events began unfolding Monday afternoon in the leafy neighborhood of single-family homes. It was then 
that Kurek’s neighbor, Dahle Amendt, said he had just settled into his recliner for a rest when he heard a 
woman’s voice outside his house.

“I heard, ‘Get out of the car!’ ‘Get out of the car!’ Get out of the car!’ at least three times, and then a 
pop,” Amendt said.

Amendt said his wife also ran outside and tried to revive the officer.
“This is a shock. It’s a quiet community. It’s just so sad,” Amendt said.
Investigators urged residents in a sizable swath of Perry Hall to stay hunkered down inside their homes 
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and lock all doors and windows as officers search the community fringed with woodlands. Three elemen-
tary schools were kept on alert status for hours, with students and teachers told to stay in their school 
buildings as police continued a search for the suspects. But by Monday evening, parents were allowed to 
come to the schools to pick up their youngsters.

School officials tweeted overnight that all Baltimore County public schools would open on time Tuesday.
At a gas station located at a cordoned-off intersection, some residents gathered to watch three heli-

copters of TV news crews buzzing overhead, an unmarked car with law enforcers, including one officer 
cradling a rifle in the back seat, drove past and was waved through by police manning the intersection.

Heavily armed officers with a trained canine also could be seen in helicopter news footage as they 
scrambled across neatly manicured backyards. A pair of officers elsewhere, with guns drawn, entered a 
home’s front door during the search.

“It’s pretty scary,” said Sukvir Singh, an employee of the gas station.
___
Rankin reported from Richmond, Virginia. Associated Press writer Denise Lavoie also contributed from 

Richmond.

Facebook chief to face EU questions over user data scandal
BRUSSELS (AP) — Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg faces senior European Union lawmakers later Tuesday 

to answer questions about a scandal over the alleged misuse of the data of millions of Facebook users.
In testimony to be broadcast live, Zuckerberg will be questioned by leaders of the European Parliament’s 

main party groups and committees.
Zuckerberg testified last month to the U.S. Congress, but had been noncommittal about appearing in 

Europe. He sent a senior official to speak to the British parliament and offered to do the same in Brussels, 
but the EU assembly insisted on hearing him in person.

Tuesday’s hearing was originally supposed to be held behind closed doors. EU Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs Committee President Claude Moraes said the fact that it will now be made public “is 
very significant.”

Trump the dealmaker facing challenges ahead of NKorea summit
By CATHERINE LUCEY and ZEKE MILLER, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Weeks before his planned North Korea summit, President Donald Trump is staring 
down a dealmaker’s worst nightmare: overpromising and under-delivering.

As the Singapore meeting with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un draws near, the president and his allies 
are growing increasingly anxious about how he can score a win on the world stage. While Trump has not 
suggested he wants to back out, he has struggled to define his objectives for the historic sit-down, and 
last week he drew fresh criticism from his foreign foil.

“I think that Trump imagined he would go into this meeting and be able to have a historic breakthrough 
with a deal, but it’s clear he’s starting to realize it won’t be as easy as he imagined,” said Jean Lee, direc-
tor of the North Korea program at the Woodrow Wilson Center and a former Associated Press bureau 
chief in Pyongyang.

Trump, who has pitched himself as the ultimate negotiator, has focused on ambitious deals as president 
but has struggled with the fine print. He just hit the pause button on his threatened trade war with China, 
announcing an agreement to reduce America’s trade deficit with China — but few details. He recently 
withdrew the U.S. from the international Iran-nuclear deal — without outlining a path forward with his 
allies. And his Middle East peace plan, which he deputized his son-in-law to lead, is months overdue and 
facing a more skeptical audience than ever.

Supporters stress that sometimes Trump’s ambitious efforts do pay off, as with the massive tax cut bill 
he signed into law late last year.
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Going into the North Korea meeting, senior administration officials say, the president has been almost 

singularly focused on the pageantry of the summit —including the suspenseful roll-out of details. He has 
not been deeply engaged in briefing materials on North Korea’s nuclear program, said three people with 
knowledge of the White House efforts. They were not authorized to speak publicly.

Scott Snyder, director of the Program on U.S.-Korea Policy at the Council of Foreign Relations, said there’s 
a risk that “the ceremony and the historic nature of the meeting be allowed to overshadow the deliverables.”

Driven by gut instinct, Trump rarely dives deep as he prepares to meet with foreign counterparts. For 
the North Korea meeting, insiders say, he is motivated by the idea of scoring a historic deal and is tickled 
by suggestions he could win a Nobel Peace Prize — especially since Barack Obama won the honor early in 
his presidency. Trump has maintained publicly that his goal is to see the Korean Peninsula denuclearized, 
and the North has agreed to put its nuclear program on the negotiating table as a condition for the talks. 
But the two sides are still miles apart on defining what might be mutually acceptable.

Trump will huddle Tuesday at the White House with South Korean President Moon Jae-in to prepare for 
the June 12 summit. It was Moon’s government that delivered the initial invitation from Kim for a meeting, 
and South Korea has been pushing the U.S. toward a peaceful resolution to the nuclear crisis.

North Korea threw a wrench in the plans last week, threatening to cancel over concerns about the U.S. 
push to see the complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. Administration officials viewed the 
warning as bluster, akin to Trump’s own promise to walk away if Kim isn’t serious about denuclearization. 
Both sides, they said, have a vested interest in a successful meeting.

Trump attempted to assuage Kim’s concerns last week, promising “protections” should he abandon his 
nuclear weapons. But Trump also suggested Kim risks being overthrown and possibly death if the arsenal 
remains.

Two former Trump administration officials said the high degree of uncertainty surrounding the talks ben-
efits Kim, who stands to gain the most in the form of international legitimacy from a sit-down with Trump.

Concrete gains for Trump would be slower to emerge. Denuclearization programs are measured in 
months, not days, and for North Korea, which has already demonstrated thermonuclear capability, it would 
likely take years to dismantle and verify that it had abandoned its atomic efforts, should it agree to do so.

One official said the priority of the talks in Singapore would be to reach a topline understanding with 
Kim, with details to be fleshed out later.

The best-case scenario, experts said, would mirror the Iran-nuclear agreement that Trump withdrew from 
earlier this month — securing an end to the North’s atomic program in exchange for a lifting of sanctions. 
Such an agreement could provide Kim more assurances that his leadership would be secure.

While public jockeying last week led to speculation about whether the meeting will happen, people close 
to Trump say he does want it to take place.

Victor Cha, a professor at Georgetown University and former White House official, said the best outcome 
would be “good optics, good atmospherics, some broad statements on denuclearization and peace, and 
some immediate deliverable.” He said the worst-case scenario was canceling the meeting.

“Where are we, if the meeting is canceled? Are we going back to where we were in 2017? Is North 
Korea going to start testing again?” he asked. “I think from the broader perspective, that would be the 
worst outcome.”

Laying the political groundwork, Vice President Mike Pence, in an interview with Fox News, said both the 
Clinton and Bush administrations had been “played” by the North Korean government.

“We offered concessions to the North Korean regime in exchange for promises to end their nuclear 
weapons program, only to see them break those promises and abandon them,” he said. “It would be a 
great mistake for Kim Jong Un to think he could play Donald Trump.”



Tuesday, May 22, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 312 ~ 22 of 50

Groton Daily Independent
As summit looms, North Korean media return to angry tone

By ERIC TALMADGE, Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — North Korean media stepped up their rhetorical attacks on South Korea and joint military 

exercises with the United States, warning Tuesday that a budding detente could be in danger.
State media unleashed three strongly worded commentaries slamming Seoul and Washington for the 

maneuvers and demanding Seoul take action against defectors it claimed were sending anti-North Korea 
propaganda leaflets across the border.

The official media had until recently taken a relatively subdued tone amid the North’s diplomatic over-
tures to its neighbors, including a summit with South Korea’s president last month and plans for leader 
Kim Jong Un to meet U.S. President Donald Trump in Singapore on June 12.

That first changed last week, when it lashed out against the maneuvers, cut high-level contacts with 
Seoul and threatened to “reconsider” the Trump summit.

One of the reports on Tuesday, which came as North Korea allowed an airplane full of foreign journalists 
into the country to cover the dismantling of its nuclear test site this week, accused Seoul of teaming up 
with Washington for military drills intended as a show of force and as a “war drill” against it.

It’s not unusual for North Korea’s official media to turn to hyperbole to make a point and the rhetorical 
barrage coincides with a visit to Washington by South Korean President Moon Jae-in. Strongly worded 
messages don’t necessarily mean it is backing away from diplomatic negotiations.

But the North’s abrupt sharpening of its words has raised concerns the Trump summit may prove to be 
a bumpy one — or that it could even be in jeopardy. Trump has suggested he is willing to walk away if 
Kim isn’t willing to have a fruitful meeting and it appears both sides have agendas that remain far apart 
from each other.

There has been no indication that North Korea will cancel plans to dismantle the test site, an important 
gesture of goodwill. The North has also not suggested it will go back on its promise to halt underground 
testing and launches of intercontinental ballistic missiles.

But it did ban South Korean journalists from the trip to the nuclear site. And the language Tuesday of-
fered a veiled threat that talks could be harmed.

“Dialogue and saber-rattling can never go together,” said the commentary published in Minju Joson, one 
of the country’s four main daily newspapers.

“There are some arguments describing the improvement of the situation on the Korean Peninsula as 
‘result of hard-line diplomacy’ of the U.S. and ‘result of sustained pressure,’” said another, by the official 
KCNA news agency. “It seriously chills the atmosphere of the DPRK-U.S. dialogue and is of no help to the 
development of the situation.”

DPRK is short for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the North’s official name.
Yet another article lashed out at South Korean authorities for allowing defectors to send anti-North Korea 

leaflets across their border.
It noted that the two leaders agreed at their summit in the Demilitarized Zone last month not to conduct 

hostile acts against each other and said the authorities have an obligation under that agreement to block 
such actions, even by private citizens.

“If the North-South relations face a grave difficulty again owing to the provocation of human scum, the 
blame for it will be entirely on the South Korean authorities,” the report said. “They must know what price 
they will be made to pay.”

___
Talmadge is the AP’s Pyongyang bureau chief. Follow him on Twitter and Instagram: @EricTalmadge
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Hawaii volcano generates toxic gas plume called laze

By JAE C. HONG and AUDREY McAVOY, Associated Press
PAHOA, Hawaii (AP) — The eruption of Kilauea volcano in Hawaii sparked new safety warnings about 

toxic gas on the Big Island’s southern coastline after lava began flowing into the ocean and setting off a 
chemical reaction.

The molten rock started pouring into the sea over the weekend. It’s been generating plumes of lava 
haze or “laze” as it interacts with seawater.

It’s just the latest hazard from a weeks-old eruption that has so far generated earthquakes and fea-
tured gushing molten rock, giant ash plumes and sulfur dioxide. The eruption has destroyed more than 
40 buildings forced more than 2,000 people to evacuate.

On Monday, lava entered and then stalled on the property of a geothermal plant near one of Kilauea’s 
new volcanic vents. Officials earlier this month removed 50,000 gallons (190,000 liters) of stored flammable 
gas from the plant to reduce the chance of explosions.

Here are key things to know about the latest volcanic threat:
WHAT IS LAVA HAZE?
It is made of dense white clouds of steam, toxic gas and tiny shards of volcanic glass. Janet Babb, a 

geologist with the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, says the plume “looks innocuous, but it’s not.”
HOW IS IT CREATED?
Laze is formed when lava enters the ocean and triggers a series of chemical reactions.
The seawater cools the lava, which forms a glass that shatters. Tiny pieces are picked up by the steam 

cloud, which contains hydrochloric acid that also is created by the interaction of lava and the ocean.
“Just like if you drop a glass on your kitchen floor, there’s some large pieces and there are some very, 

very tiny pieces,” Babb said. “These little tiny pieces are the ones that can get wafted up in that steam 
plume.”

Scientists call the glass Limu O Pele, or Pele’s seaweed, named after the Hawaiian goddess of volcano 
and fire.

WHY IS IT DANGEROUS?
The clouds contain hydrochloric acid, which is about as corrosive as diluted battery acid. It can irritate 

the skin and eyes and cause breathing problems.
Babb says protective masks that officials have been distributing to protect people from volcanic ash will 

filter particles from lava haze but not the hydrochloric acid.
Laze itself is not enough to cause serious burns, Babb said, unless someone is right on top of where 

lava enters the ocean. Waves also can wash over molten lava and send scalding water onshore, so people 
should maintain a safe distance.

No major injuries have been reported from lava haze. The U.S. Geological Survey says laze contributed 
to two deaths in 2000, when seawater washed across recent and active lava flows.

WHO NEEDS TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT IT?
Mostly people who are near the lava entry on the southern coast, either on land or in boats just offshore. 

Where the plume wafts depends heavily on wind direction and speed.
The gas clouds initially appear on the shoreline, but trade winds on Sunday carried plumes about 15 

miles (24 kilometers) to the southwest. The cloud was offshore, running parallel to the coast.
When the winds die down, the plume can flatten out. Its size, meanwhile, depends on the volume of 

lava falling into the sea.
The hazards minimize once the shards fall to the ground because the glass would mix with the earth.
WHAT OTHER THREATS DO PEOPLE NEED TO BE WORRIED ABOUT?
Methane explosions could be a problem as lava flows into areas with a lot of vegetation. Babb said that 

is because decaying vegetation creates pockets of methane, which the lava’s heat can ignite.
Late Sunday or early Monday, lava entered and then stalled on the property of a geothermal plant. Of-

ficials earlier this month removed 50,000 gallons (190,000 liters) of stored flammable gas from the site to 
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reduce the chance of explosions.

Hawaii County spokeswoman Janet Snyder said the lava stalled behind a berm on the property boundary.
The plant harnesses energy from the volcano for electricity. Underground wells bring up steam and hot 

liquid, and the steam feeds a turbine generator.
___
McAvoy reported from Honolulu. Associated Press journalist Sophia Yan contributed to this report from 

Honolulu.
___
Follow AP’s complete coverage of the Hawaii volcano here: https://apnews.com/tag/Kilauea

The princes, the president and the fortune seekers
By DESMOND BUTLER and TOM LoBIANCO, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — After a year spent carefully cultivating two princes from the Arabian Peninsula, 
Elliott Broidy, a top fundraiser for President Donald Trump, thought he was finally close to nailing more 
than $1 billion in business.

He had ingratiated himself with crown princes from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, who were 
seeking to alter U.S. foreign policy and punish Qatar, an archrival in the Gulf that he dubbed “the snake.”

To do that, the California businessman had helped spearhead a secret campaign to influence the White 
House and Congress, flooding Washington with political donations.

Broidy and his business partner, Lebanese-American George Nader, pitched themselves to the crown 
princes as a backchannel to the White House, passing the princes’ praise — and messaging — straight to 
the president’s ears.

Now, in December 2017, Broidy was ready to be rewarded for all his hard work.
It was time to cash in.
In return for pushing anti-Qatar policies at the highest levels of America’s government, Broidy and Nader 

expected huge consulting contracts from Saudi Arabia and the UAE, according to an Associated Press 
investigation based on interviews with more than two dozen people and hundreds of pages of leaked 
emails between the two men. The emails reviewed by the AP included work summaries and contracting 
documents and proposals.

The AP has previously reported that Broidy and Nader sought to get an anti-Qatar bill through Congress 
while obscuring the source of the money behind their influence campaign. A new cache of emails obtained 
by the AP reveals an ambitious, secretive lobbying effort to isolate Qatar and undermine the Pentagon’s 
longstanding relationship with the Gulf country.

A lawyer for Broidy, Chris Clark, contended the AP’s reporting “is based on fraudulent and fabricated 
documents obtained from entities with a known agenda to harm Mr. Broidy.”

“To be clear, Mr. Nader is a U.S. citizen, and there is no evidence suggesting that he directed Mr. Broidy’s 
actions, let alone that he did so on behalf of a foreign entity,” Clark said.

The AP conducted an exhaustive review of the emails and documents, checking their content with dozens 
of sources, and determined that they tracked closely with real events, including efforts to cultivate the 
princes and lobby Congress and the White House.

The cache also reveals a previously unreported meeting with the president and provides the most detailed 
account yet of the work of two Washington insiders who have been entangled in the turmoil surrounding 
the two criminal investigations closest to Trump.

Lobbying in pursuit of personal gain is nothing new in Washington — Trump himself, in fact, turned the 
incestuous culture into a rallying cry when he promised to “drain the swamp.”

“I will Make Our Government Honest Again -- believe me,” Trump tweeted before the election. “But first, 
I’m going to have to #DrainTheSwamp in DC.”

Broidy’s campaign to alter U.S. policy in the Middle East and reap a fortune for himself shows that one 
of the president’s top money men found the swamp as navigable as ever with Trump in office.
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Nader’s lawyer, Kathryn Ruemmler, declined comment. A senior Saudi official confirmed that the govern-

ment had discussions with Nader but said it had signed no contracts with either Nader or Broidy.
Neither Broidy nor Nader registered with the U.S. government under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, 

a law intended to make lobbyists working for foreign governments disclose their ties and certain political 
activities. The law requires people to register even if they are not paid but merely directed by foreign 
interests with political tasks in mind.

Violating the federal law carries a maximum $10,000 fine or up to five years in prison.
Broidy has maintained he was not required to register because his anti-Qatar campaign was not directed 

by a foreign client and came entirely at his own initiative. But documents show the lobbying was intertwined 
with the pursuit of contracts from the very start, and involved specific political tasks carried out for the 
crown princes — whose countries are listed as the “clients “ for the lobbying campaign in a spreadsheet 
from Broidy’s company, Circinus LLC.

“I have represented Mr. Broidy for many years. He has complied with all relevant laws, including FARA,” 
Clark, Broidy’s attorney, said in a statement to the AP.

Summaries written by Broidy of two meetings he had with Trump — one of which has not been disclosed 
before — report that he was passing messages to the president from the two princes and that he told 
Trump he was seeking business with them.

By December of last year, the partners were riding a wave of success in their campaign to create an 
anti-Qatar drumbeat in Washington.

Saudi Arabia was finding a new ascendancy following Trump’s election. Broidy sought to claim credit for 
it, emails show, and was keen to collect the first installment of $36 million for an intelligence-gathering 
contract with the UAE.

It all might have proceeded smoothly save for one factor: the appointment of Robert Mueller as special 
counsel to look into allegations of Russian interference in the 2016 election.

‘BELTWAY BANDITS’
In many ways, the partnership between Broidy, 60, and Nader, 59, embodies the insider influence that 

has given contractors in D.C. the nickname “beltway bandits.”
Both of their careers were marked by high-rolling success and spectacular falls from grace — and criminal 

convictions. The onset of the Trump administration presented an opportunity: a return to glory.
Broidy, who made a fortune in investments, was finance chairman of the Republican National Commit-

tee from 2006 to 2008. But when a New York state pension fund decided to invest $250 million with him, 
investigators found that he had plied state officials with nearly $1 million in illegal gifts while collecting $18 
million in management fees.

In 2009, Broidy pleaded guilty to a felony charge of rewarding official misconduct.
“In seeking investments from the New York State Common Retirement Fund, I made payments for the 

benefit of high-ranking officials at the Office of the New York State Comptroller, who had influence and 
decision-making authority over investment decisions,” Broidy said in his plea and cooperation agreement.

Andrew Cuomo, then-New York attorney general, called it “an old-fashioned payoff.”
“This is effectively bribery of state officials, and not just one,” said Cuomo, who is now New York’s 

governor.
Three years later, Broidy’s conviction was knocked down to a misdemeanor after he agreed to cooperate 

with prosecutors and pay back the $18 million to the state.
Nader’s problem was pedophilia.
As a young Lebanese immigrant to the U.S. in the 1980s, he quickly established himself as a forceful 

independent operator, founding a policy magazine called Middle East Insight. By the ‘90s, he had risen 
as a behind-the-scenes player, setting up dinners for Israeli and Arab dignitaries with Washington power 
brokers and U.S. lawmakers.

But in May 2003, Nader was convicted in the Czech Republic of 10 counts of sexually abusing minors 
and sentenced to a one-year prison term, the AP revealed in March.

He served his time in Prague, according to Czech authorities, then was expelled from the country.
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That sordid past was no obstacle as Nader cultivated a formidable list of high-powered contacts.
After the 2003 Iraq war ended, he re-emerged there, as contractors were making a fortune helping the 

U.S. coalition and the post-Saddam Hussein government rebuild the country and arm its military.
Nader worked with a private military contractor from the U.S., Erik Prince, whose former company, 

Blackwater, became infamous after a shootout in Baghdad in 2007 left 14 civilians dead.
Nader has been living in the UAE, working as an adviser to Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

the Abu Dhabi crown prince known as MBZ.
It was Nader’s connection to MBZ and Erik Prince that eventually caught the attention of U.S. investiga-

tors in the Russia probe.
Mueller’s team was interested in two meetings that took place before Donald Trump’s inauguration.
One was in the Seychelles, a tropical archipelago in the Indian Ocean, which drew scrutiny because it 

included Prince, an informal adviser to Trump, and Russian investor Kirill Dmitriev, who has close ties to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. The meeting has prompted questions about whether it was an attempt 
to establish a backchannel between Russia and the incoming Trump administration.

The other meeting was at Trump Tower in New York.
Nader and MBZ were at both.
‘A TERRIFIC, MAGNIFICENT MEETING’
Just weeks after those meetings, Broidy and Nader met for the first time, during Trump’s inauguration.
The two men were soon working out their budding partnership. Nader sent Broidy his private email ad-

dress on the encrypted ProtonMail service.
From the start, the men had a two-track mission: to carry out a campaign against Qatar that would 

curry favor with the princes, and to then turn that success into millions of dollars in defense deals, docu-
ments show.

The two men barely knew each other. But Broidy had the ear of the president. Nader claimed he had 
the crown princes’.

On Feb. 7, 2017, Broidy wrote to a staffer for the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
about a bill aimed at sanctioning Qatar for alleged support of terrorist groups— part of what Nader called 
“hammering Qatar,” emails show.

The next day, Broidy forwarded Nader questions about a potential contract with Saudi Arabia to train 
Arab troops to fight in the escalating war in Yemen.

The three-year civil war there has left thousands of civilians dead, millions displaced from their homes, 
and put the entire country on the cusp of famine in what is now the largest humanitarian crisis in the 
world. The war has drawn in myriad combatants, including a coalition led by Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 
and backed by the U.S.

Broidy and Nader proposed multiple plans to the princes for more than $1 billion of work. One pitch was 
to help create an all-Muslim fighting force of 5,000 troops. A second was aimed at helping the UAE gather 
intelligence.  A third would strengthen Saudi maritime and border security.  Still another was related to 
setting up counterterrorism centers in Saudi Arabia.

In a note to Broidy, Nader said the princes were very happy with the proposed contracts, particularly 
the crown prince of Abu Dhabi.

But first, emails show, they had to focus on the lobbying campaign. They proposed a budget upward of 
$12 million to “expose and penalize” Qatar and get the U.S. to pressure it to “aid in coercive action against 
Iran,” according to a March 2017 document.

The gist of their plan was to show evidence that Qatar was too close to Iran and supported Islamist 
groups, including the Muslim Brotherhood. Iran is Saudi’s main regional rival and on the other side of the 
war in Yemen.

Ideally, Broidy and Nader would work to persuade the U.S. government to sanction Qatar and move a 
key military base from Qatar to another location in the Gulf. Broidy said he had a direct line to Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin.
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“Mnuchin is a close friend of mine (my wife and I are attending Sec. Mnuchin’s wedding in Washington 

D.C. on June 24th),” Broidy wrote to Nader. “I can help in educating Mnuchin on the importance of the 
Treasury Department putting many Qatari individuals and organizations on the applicable sanctions lists.”

The al-Udeid Air Base outside Doha is an important U.S. military asset in the Middle East. It’s the forward 
operating base for U.S. Central Command and hosts some 10,000 U.S. troops — a geopolitical arrange-
ment that Qatar’s Gulf rivals would like to change. Amid the fissures in the Gulf, the base is key leverage 
for Qatar to maintain influence in Washington. Unlike other countries, Qatar imposes few restrictions on 
base operations and is even building new facilities for U.S. troops.

Getting the U.S. government to move its critical base in the Gulf was unlikely. And polishing up the im-
age of the Saudis and Emiratis was a hard sell.

Saudi Arabia has a history of torture and human rights abuses. Many Americans still associate the country 
with the Sept. 11 attacks. Of the 19 attackers, 15 were from Saudi Arabia, and two were from the UAE.

The UAE’s track record is no better. Last year, the AP revealed that the UAE was operating “black sites” 
in Yemen, where its soldiers have tortured prisoners - including, in some cases, tying them to a spit and 
roasting them over open fires.

Qatar has a troubled record as well. International human rights groups have dinged the country for its 
treatment of migrant workers preparing the country for the 2022 World Cup. Amnesty International, in a 
2013 report, stated that migrants from southeast Asia worked in a state akin to slavery, “forced labour,” 
and lived in “squalid” housing.

Despite the challenges of Saudi Arabia’s human rights record, the partners’ timing was good. Trump and 
many other Republicans in Washington viewed Saudi Arabia as a counterweight against Iran.

Broidy reported he was making progress, and Nader kept the “principals” briefed on their adventures, 
emails show. Broidy boasted that he had got the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Cali-
fornia Republican Rep. Ed Royce, to back an anti-Qatar bill.

“This is extremely positive,” Broidy wrote. He claimed he had “shifted” Royce from being critical of Saudi 
Arabia to “being critical of Qatar.” The AP reported in March that Broidy gave nearly $600,000 to GOP 
candidates and causes since the beginning of 2017. Royce got the maximum allowed.

Cory Fritz, a spokesman for Royce, noted the congressman’s record: Royce has long been critical of both 
countries. He said Royce has not changed his stance.

Broidy also bragged that he had “caused” Royce to praise a senior Saudi general, Ahmed Hassan Mo-
hammad Assiri, in words that were then memorialized in the Congressional Record. Nader was thrilled: 
A U.S. congressman publicly flattered a Saudi official, who documents show was helping evaluate Broidy 
and Nader’s contract proposals.

At the end of March, Nader wrote that he’d had “a terrific, magnificent meeting” with the Saudi crown 
prince, Mohammed bin Salman. Prospects for the billion-dollar contracts were good.

“He was very positive overall,” Nader wrote. The prince even asked them to discuss their contracts with 
“General Ahmed.”

The money for the lobbying was another matter.
At Nader’s request, $2.5 million was channeled in two installments from his company in the UAE through 

a Canadian company called Xiemen Investments Limited, which someone familiar with the transaction 
said was run by one of Broidy’s friends. The money was then routed to a Broidy account in Los Angeles.

The transaction had the effect of obfuscating that the money for the political work in Washington had 
come from Nader in the UAE. Some of the recipients of Broidy’s spending in Washington said they had 
no idea that Nader was involved. Broidy previously told the AP that he did not think to question why the 
money was routed through a foreign entity.

At that point, Broidy might have realized the dangers of not registering as a foreign agent — it was all 
over the news.

Three Trump advisers registered retroactively as foreign agents: Michael Flynn, Trump’s former national 
security adviser, who had done business for Turkey, and Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort and his 
longtime deputy, Rick Gates, who did business for Ukraine.
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Broidy was undeterred. Nader cheered on his anti-Qatar exploits and told him to “keep hammering the 

bastards.”
AN ‘EXTRAORDINARY’ CAMPAIGN’
Armed with fresh cash, Broidy pitched Nader a media blitz that would put the fire to Qatar.
He’d persuaded an American think tank, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, to stage an anti-Qatar 

conference. Broidy wrote Nader that his plan included the commission of 200 articles assigned to the 
foundation and other think tanks. Mark Dubowitz, the foundation’s CEO, later said that Broidy assured him 
the funding was not coming from a foreign government and that he had no contracts in the Gulf.

On April 21, 2017, Broidy sent Nader the draft of an Op-Ed to show the impact of his campaign. It was 
marked “Confidential.”

Three days later, “The Two Faces of Qatar, a Dubious Mideast Ally” was published in The Wall Street 
Journal. The opinion piece, co-written by retired Air Force Gen. Charles Wald, who had been the deputy 
head of U.S. European Command, called for moving U.S. military assets from the al-Udeid Air Base in 
Qatar. “The United Arab Emirates would be a logical destination,” wrote Wald.

What readers did not know was that Wald was listed in company documents as a member of Broidy’s 
Circinus team that was pitching contracts in Saudi Arabia.

Asked why he had not made his conflict clear in the Op-Ed piece, Wald denied he had ever worked for 
Broidy.

“I was not part of the team, period,” Wald wrote. “I can’t speak for his documentation.”
A person familiar with the arrangement, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not au-

thorized to speak on the record, said that Wald consulted with Broidy, but could not join a trip to pitch the 
contract in Saudi Arabia because of a scheduling conflict. Broidy’s leaked emails refer to Wald’s involve-
ment almost four dozen times.

The Foundation for Defense of Democracies conference was set for May 23 at the Fairmont Hotel in 
Washington. In a Circinus progress report from Broidy to Nader, Saudi Arabia and the UAE are listed as 
the clients, Maj. Gen. Assiri as a consultant, and Broidy and Nader are “leader/liaison” — raising questions 
about Broidy’s contention to the AP that he was not working for a foreign government.

The conference also set off a flurry of more anti-Qatar stories in mainstream media, which Broidy cata-
logued for the crown princes.

The partners were jubilant when Trump made his first foreign trip not to his allies in Europe, but to 
Saudi Arabia.

Two weeks later, in a major escalation of tensions, the UAE, Saudi Arabia and regional allies launched a 
travel and trade embargo against Qatar.

It was hard to tell whose side the U.S. government was on.
One day after the UAE and Saudi Arabia began their blockade, Trump sent a series of tweets signaling 

support for the two countries’ actions and embracing an anti-Qatar stance. He said his recent visit to 
Saudi Arabia was “already paying off. They said they would take a hard line on funding extremism and 
all reference was pointing to Qatar. Perhaps this will be the beginning of the end to horror of terrorism!”

U.S. officials quickly tried to walk back Trump’s comments, saying the U.S. was not taking sides in the 
dispute among its Gulf allies.

A week later, on June 16, the Trump administration completed a $12 billion sale of F-15 fighter jets to 
Qatar that had been approved earlier by Congress. The move was at odds with the president’s rhetoric 
on Qatar, but it paled in comparison with the $110 billion in arms deals with Saudi Arabia that Trump had 
previously announced.

NADER OR VADER?
In late September, Broidy arranged for the most coveted meeting for any lobbyist in Washington: an 

audience for himself with the president in the Oval Office.
In advance of the meeting, Nader wrote Broidy a script, an email shows . There were several objectives: 

to sell the idea for a Muslim fighting force, to keep the president from intervening on Qatar and to arrange 
a discreet meeting between Trump and the crown prince of Abu Dhabi.
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The princes “are counting on you to relate it blunt and straight,” Nader wrote.
Nader told Broidy the meeting was potentially historic and to “take advantage of this priceless asset.”
And there was one more thing. Nader asked Broidy to tell the president about his connections with the 

crown princes, using code names for all three.
“Appreciate how you would make sure to bring up my role to Chairman,” Nader emailed. “How I work 

closely with Two Big Friends.”
After the Oct. 6 meeting, Broidy reported back to Nader that he had passed along the messages and 

had urged the president to stay out of the dispute with Qatar. He also said he explained Circinus’ plan to 
build a Muslim fighting force.

“President Trump was extremely enthusiastic,” he wrote.  Broidy said Trump asked what the next step 
would be and that he told the president he should meet with the crown prince from the UAE, adding, 
“President Trump agreed that a meeting with MBZ was a good idea.”

The White House did not respond to repeated requests for comment.
Despite that successful readout, Nader wanted more: He wanted a photo of himself with the president 

— a big request for a convicted pedophile.
Broidy was co-hosting a fundraiser for Trump and the Republican National Committee in Dallas on Oct. 

25. The Secret Service had said Nader wouldn’t be allowed to meet the president. It was not clear if the 
objections were related to his convictions for sexually abusing children.

Broidy drafted an email to Trump’s chief of staff, John Kelly, asking him to intervene on behalf of his 
friend, whom he oddly called “George Vader” — a misnomer that appears elsewhere in the emails.

“One of my companies does deep vetting for the US government,” he wrote. “We ran all data bases 
including FBI and Interpol and found no issues with regard to Mr. Vader.”

There was another issue. RNC officials had decreed there would be no photos with the president without 
payment. Broidy suggested that Nader meet the suggested threshold with a donation between $100,000 
and $250,000.

It’s unclear exactly how the two issues were resolved.  Records from the Federal Election Commission 
show no donations from either George Nader or “George Vader,” but on Nov. 30, Broidy gave $189,000 to 
the RNC — more than he had given to the RNC in over two decades of Republican fundraising.

The result: a picture of Nader and Trump grinning in front of the American flag.
A SPIRAL OF MISFORTUNE
It was time for Broidy to visit the UAE and nail down his first contract. He and Nader had already dis-

cussed sharing the profits and begun setting up a UAE subsidiary of Circinus, Broidy’s company.
In late November, Broidy planned a visit to complete the contracts in the UAE, where MBZ was hosting 

a Formula One auto race.
But maybe that was too public.
“I think my friend not very wise for you to be seeing (sic) at this event,” Nader wrote to Broidy. “Many 

journalists and people from Russia and other countries will be around.”
Broidy met Trump once again on Dec. 2. He reported back to Nader that he’d told Trump the crown 

princes were “most favorably impressed by his leadership.” He offered the crown princes’ help in the Middle 
East peace plan being developed by Jared Kushner. He did not tell Trump that his partner had complete 
contempt for the plan — and for the president’s son-in-law.

“You have to hear in private my Brother what Principals think of ‘Clown prince’s’ efforts and his plan!” 
Nader wrote. “Nobody would even waste cup of coffee on him if it wasn’t for who he is married to.”

Days after Broidy’s meeting with Trump, the UAE awarded Broidy the intelligence contract the partners 
had been seeking for up to $600 million over 5 years, according to a leaked email.

The Muslim fighting force contract would be even larger, potentially bringing their entire Gulf enterprise 
to more than $1 billion.

In January, Broidy was preparing for a third meeting with Trump, at Mar-a-Lago, during celebrations of 
the president’s first year in office. Nader was supposed to join them, but the initial payment for the intel-
ligence contract was late. He delayed his trip to the U.S. for a day to make sure it was wired.
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On Jan. 17, Broidy reported that he had received the first installment — $36 million.
“Terrific!” Nader wrote before his flight. “First among many to go!”
Hours after that money transfer, Nader and Broidy discovered that, despite all their precautions, they 

had not escaped notice.
When Nader landed at Dulles Airport outside Washington, D.C., a team of FBI agents working for Muel-

ler was there to meet him. He was relieved of his electronic devices and later agreed to cooperate. It is 
unclear why Nader was detained, but he is a link between the Trump campaign and the Russian investor 
who attended the meeting in the Seychelles.

While there is no evidence that Mueller is interested in the lobbying effort, Nader’s detention kicked off 
a spiral of misfortune for the two partners.

In February, the AP, The New York Times and other news organizations began receiving anonymously 
leaked batches of Broidy’s emails and documents that had apparently been hacked. News stories linked him 
to plans to leverage his White House access for clients in Africa, Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Asia.

Broidy fought back. He sued Qatar and its lobbyists, alleging in a lawsuit filed in March that the hack 
was a smear campaign.

“We believe the evidence is clear that a nation state is waging a sophisticated disinformation campaign 
against me in order to silence me, including hacking emails, forging documents, and engaging in espionage 
and numerous other illegal activities,” Broidy said in a statement at the time.

Qatar responded that it was Broidy who had engaged in a propaganda campaign.
Then, on April 9, another blow.
The FBI raided the premises of Trump’s personal lawyer, Michael Cohen, seeking information on hush 

money paid to porn actress Stormy Daniels, who said she’d had an affair with the president.
Broidy, it turned out, was also a Cohen client. He’d had an affair with Playboy Playmate Shera Bechard, 

who got pregnant and later had an abortion. Broidy agreed to pay her $1.6 million to help her out, so long 
as she never spoke about it.

“I acknowledge I had a consensual relationship with a Playboy Playmate,” Broidy said in a statement the 
day the news broke. He apologized to his wife and resigned from the RNC. There is no indication Broidy 
is under investigation by Mueller’s team.

In the end, Nader and Broidy’s anti-Qatar operation lost its momentum. There has been no traction on 
the effort to get the base in Qatar moved to the UAE. In late April, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo called 
for an end to the bickering among Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar during a trip to the Gulf.

Last week, Saudi Arabia distanced itself from Nader and Broidy. A senior official said Crown Prince bin 
Salman ordered an end to “engagement with these people.”

But Broidy’s huge contract with the UAE?
It’s good to go.
___
Read key documents in Broidy and Nader’s correspondence at:
http://apne.ws/Uux7vo3
___
Follow Desmond Butler on Twitter at https://twitter.com/desmondbutler and Tom LoBianco at https://

twitter.com/tomlobianco
___
Have a tip? Contact the authors securely at https://www.ap.org/tips

Miss Nebraska winner of Miss USA competition
Associated Press

SHREVEPORT, La. (AP) — Sarah Rose Summers from Nebraska has beaten 50 other women to win the 
crown at this year’s Miss USA competition.

Summers, a 23-year-old contestant from Omaha, graduated from Texas Christian University with two 
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degrees and is working on becoming a certified child life specialist. With Monday evening’s victory, she 
takes over from Kara McCullough, who won the competition last year when it was held in Las Vegas.

At the start of a two-hour broadcast, the field was immediately narrowed down to 15 contestants ac-
cording to how they performed during preliminary rounds held in the days before Monday’s broadcast.

Then the field was narrowed down during the evening gown, swimsuit and interview portions of the 
competition.

The final three contestants — Summers, Caelynn Miller-Keyes of North Carolina and Carolina Urrea of 
Nevada — were asked what they would write on a blank sign on the way to a hypothetical march. Miller-
Keyes was 1st runner-up and Urrea the 2nd runner-up.

Summers said she would encourage people to “speak your voice” with her sign. Urrea vowed to work 
to eliminate homelessness. Miller-Keyes spoke about sexual assault prevention, saying she would march 
for “your body, your rights.”

During her answer, Summers also drew one of the biggest cheers of the evening when she called on 
people to “listen to each other,” saying that was something people in the U.S. needed to do.

The evening also touched on one of the year’s biggest themes — the #MeToo movement that has 
focused attention on sexual harassment and sexual assault. In a video montage, the contestants talked 
about particular #MeToo moments they had experienced and women’s empowerment.

Winners were chosen by a combination of a selection committee that contest organizers said included 
female entrepreneurs and executives and input from viewers who were able to vote online. The show was 
hosted by Vanessa and Nick Lachey.

Other contestants included a sergeant in the Army, an ICU nurse and an aspiring police officer.
Summers now goes on to represent the United States in the Miss Universe competition.

Australian archbishop convicted of child sex abuse cover-up
NEWCASTLE, Australia (AP) — An Australian archbishop on Tuesday became the most senior Roman 

Catholic cleric in the world convicted of covering up child sex abuse and faces a potential two years in 
prison when he is sentenced next month.

Magistrate Robert Stone handed down the verdict against Archbishop of Adelaide Philip Wilson in New-
castle Local Court, north of Sydney, following a magistrate-only trial.

Wilson, 67, had pleaded not guilty to concealing a serious crime committed by another person — the 
sexual abuse of children by pedophile priest James Fletcher in the 1970s.

Stone told the court that Wilson had concealed the abuse of two altar boys in the Hunter Valley region, 
north of Sydney, by Fletcher by failing to report the allegations to police.

Stone said he was satisfied one of the altar boys, Peter Creigh had been a “truthful and reliable” witness.
Wilson was released on bail until he appears at a sentencing hearing on June 9.  Prosecutors will argue 

for a custodial sentence.
In a statement issued by the Catholic Church, Wilson said he was disappointed by the conviction.
“I will now have to consider the reasons and consult closely with my lawyers to determine the next 

steps,” he said.
Prosecutor Gareth Harrison had submitted that Wilson was involved in a cover-up to protect the church’s 

reputation and there were doubts about his honesty.
Harrison argued that in Wilson’s mind, victims came second.
Wilson, who is suffering from the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease but maintains medication has 

helped his memory, told the court last month during his trial he could not remember Creigh and another 
altar boy telling him in 1976 they were abused by Fletcher. The court has ordered Creigh can be named 
in media reports on his testimony, but the second accuser cannot be named for legal reasons.

The prosecution argued Wilson failed to give details to police about a serious crime after Fletcher was 
arrested in 2004 and went on trial for preying on another boy.

Fletcher was found guilty of nine counts of child sexual abuse and died in prison of a stroke in 2006 
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while serving an almost eight-year sentence.

Defense lawyers had argued Wilson could not be found guilty because the case was circumstantial 
and there was no evidence to prove the archbishop was told about the abuse, believed it was true, or 
remembered being told about it.

Defense lawyer Stephen Odgers urged the magistrate to take into account that in the 1970s a priest 
having sex with a boy was not considered a serious indictable offence, the legal basis for the concealment 
charge against Wilson.

Odgers told the court the abuse would have been viewed as an act of indecency, not indecent assault, 
if the victim could not prove he had been forced to perform sex acts.

Creigh told the court he had trusted Wilson, then an assistant priest, would take action after he told him 
Fletcher had repeatedly abused him in 1971 when he was 10.

Creigh testified Wilson had a “look of horror” on his face when told of the abuse.
Creigh told the court the clergyman took no action and did not tell police.
The defense did not challenge Creigh’s truthfulness, but raised concerns about the reliability of his 

memory of what happened in 1976.
The other former altar boy said he was about 11 in 1976 when he went to confession and told Wilson 

that Fletcher had abused him.
The witness told the court Wilson refused to believe him because Fletcher “was a good bloke.” Wilson 

ordered the boy to get out of the confessional box and say 10 Hail Mary prayers as an act of contrition, 
the court was told.

Wilson testified last month that he had no memory of seeing the second altar boy at all in 1976 and he 
would never accuse anyone in the confessional of telling lies.

Former Police Detective Chief Inspector, who had previously made public allegations that the church 
had covered up Fletcher’s crimes, said outside court he was “delighted” by the verdict because someone 
in the church was being held to account.  

“It’s a major turning point. It’s been very difficult for so many of these witnesses; I can’t tell you how 
difficult it’s been,” Fox said.  

Foreign media arrive for North Korea nuke site closing
WONSAN, North Korea (AP) — A small group of foreign journalists arrived in North Korea on Tuesday to 

cover the dismantling of the country’s nuclear test site later this week, but without South Korean media 
initially also scheduled to participate.

Pyongyang is allowing the limited access to the site to publicize its promise to halt underground tests 
and launches of intercontinental ballistic missiles. It unilaterally announced that moratorium ahead of a 
summit between leader Kim Jong Un and President Donald Trump scheduled for June 12 in Singapore.

The eight South Korean journalists were excluded because Pyongyang has cut off high-level contact 
with Seoul to protest an exercise with the U.S. military — a protest the North’s media reiterated Tuesday, 
saying saber-rattling and dialogue don’t mix.

Such messages from the North and Trump’s statements he is ready to call it all off have heightened 
concerns about the success of the summit and prompted South Korean President Moon Jae-in to travel 
to Washington, where he was to meet with Trump in Washington later Tuesday.

The group that arrived by charter flight from Beijing is made up of media from the U.K., Russia, China 
and the United States. The journalists, including an Associated Press Television crew, will stay at a hotel in 
this port city on North Korea’s east coast before traveling by train to the site, which is in the northeastern 
part of the country.

The dismantling ceremony is expected to be held in the coming days, depending on the weather.
The North’s decision to close the Punggye-ri nuclear test site has generally been seen as a welcome 

gesture by Kim Jong Un to set a positive tone ahead of his summit with Trump.
But it is mainly just a gesture.
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The North has already conducted six underground tests at the site — including its most powerful ever, 

last September — and Kim told ruling party leaders last month that further testing is unnecessary.
North Korea could build a new site if it decides it needs more testing or could dismantle the tunnels 

into Punggye-ri’s Mount Mantap in a reversible manner. Details of what will actually happen at the site 
are sparse, but Pyongyang’s apparent plan to show the closure of the site to journalists, not international 
nuclear inspectors, has been raised as a matter of concern.

The North’s decision to exclude the South Korean media, however, was a more troubling sign of discord.
The South Koreans were expected to participate in the trip, but were left behind in Beijing after the 

North refused to grant them visas. South Korea’s government expressed regret over the decision, but 
said it still hopes the North’s dismantling of the site proceeds as planned and proves to be a genuine step 
toward denuclearization.

The exclusion, a sharp departure from the conciliatory mood between the Koreas since the South hosted 
the Olympics in February, deepens a standoff that began last week when Pyongyang signaled it would 
cut off all high-level talks with Seoul in response to the joint military exercises.

The North claimed the exercises involved U.S. strategic nuclear assets — including nuclear-capable B-52 
bombers — and violated the spirit of detente on the peninsula. Washington denies the bombers were part 
of the drills.

The North’s official media slammed the drills again on Tuesday.
“If the U.S. and the South Korean authorities persist in the confrontation policy and war moves against 

the DPRK, oblivious of this fact, they will be held wholly accountable for all the ensuing consequences,” 
said a commentary in the daily Minju Joson. “Dialogue and saber rattling can never go together.”

Along with its anger over the drills, Pyongyang has warned Kim might “reconsider” the U.S. summit over 
hard-line comments from Trump’s new national security adviser, John Bolton.

Bolton suggested the North must denuclearize before it can receive any reciprocal benefits from Wash-
ington. Pyongyang insists the precondition for denuclearization is for the U.S. to end its “hostile policy.”

___
AP Pyongyang bureau chief Eric Talmadge contributed to this report from Tokyo. Follow him on Twitter 

and Instagram: @EricTalmadge

Trump wades deeper into abortion politics as midterms loom
By JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump has long been an unlikely sweetheart for conservative 
and evangelical voters. Now, in the lead-up to the midterm elections, the thrice-married former Democrat 
who used to describe himself as “very pro-choice” is offering catnip to conservative voters with a new 
administration push to strip funding from Planned Parenthood and other family planning clinics.

The initiative, announced last week, has arrived just in time for Trump to highlight it Tuesday night when 
he speaks at the Susan B. Anthony List’s annual “Campaign for Life Gala.” It is aimed at resurrecting parts 
of a Reagan-era mandate banning federally funded family planning clinics from referring women for abor-
tions, or sharing space with abortion providers.

Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the anti-abortion Susan B. Anthony List, says the move “will help 
tremendously” in the midterm elections.

It’s also the latest evidence that as he frets over the Russia investigation and prepares for a planned 
summit with North Korea, Trump has also been focused on fulfilling campaign promises and tending to 
issues that galvanize his base: holding a series of events to rail against the dangers of illegal immigration, 
pulling out of the Iran-nuclear deal and wading anew into the fight over abortion rights.

Trump is far from a natural fit for conservative voters. He recently admitted to reimbursing his lawyer 
for paying pay hush money to a porn star who claimed she had sex with Trump (a charge that he denies). 
And Trump has bragged about groping women without their permission. During the campaign, he some-
times had trouble articulating his views on abortion, at one point suggesting women should be punished 
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for having abortions. His campaign later walked back the statement, saying that if abortion were ever 
outlawed, he believed that doctors who perform them should be punished.

Nonetheless, white evangelical voters overwhelmingly supported Trump in 2016, and that support has 
only grown. A PRRI survey released last month found white evangelical support for Trump at an all-time 
high, with 75 percent of those polled holding a favorable view of the president and just 22 percent holding 
an unfavorable view. Support for Trump within the general population in the poll stood at just 42 percent.

Religious groups like the Catholic Medical Association approve of a series of actions Trump has taken, 
beginning with his appointment of judges who oppose abortion rights, including Supreme Court Justice 
Neil Gorsuch, and Trump’s reinstatement of the global “gag rule” that bars federal funding for nongovern-
mental organizations that provide abortion referrals.

Trump has also surrounded himself with staffers with deep ties to conservative groups, including coun-
selor Kellyanne Conway and Director of Strategic Communications Mercedes Schlapp.

Ralph Reed, chairman of the private Faith & Freedom Coalition, also pointed to the president’s dismantling 
of the Iran nuclear deal and his decision to move the U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
as steps that have played especially well with evangelical voters. But he said the president’s actions on 
abortion hold special sway, in part because of Trump’s early struggle with the issue.

“On a policy level, I see it as a series of promises made and promises kept. And in this case, a pro-life 
promise made and pro-life promise kept. And I would argue those are the most important promises to keep 
because he was someone who was believed, accurately or otherwise, as a recent arrival to conservatism 
and someone who had an ideologically mixed past,” Reed said.

Reed added that as president, “Trump has done everything that he can to keep faith with the faith-based 
voters that provided him with his margin of victory in 2016.”

When it comes to the midterms, Reed said, “I expect Donald Trump to be rewarded for these efforts by 
a similarly historic turnout among evangelical and other pro-life voters.”

Dannenfelser, whose group works to elect candidates who want to reduce and ultimately end abortion, 
is planning to raise and spend $25 million this cycle, up from the $18 million the group spent in the lead-
up to the 2016 elections.

She said the president’s latest move would play especially well with voters in states like Missouri, where 
Republican Attorney General Josh Hawley is challenging Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill, one of the Sen-
ate’s most vulnerable incumbents, as well as in Indiana and North Dakota, where Republican Rep. Kevin 
Cramer is challenging Democratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp.

“He has proved himself refreshingly predictable,” Dannenfelser said of Trump’s record on abortion issues.
The other side, meanwhile, is preparing for a potential legal fight against Trump’s latest action and aim-

ing to build support for candidates who support abortion rights.
“We have to fight back in the best way we know how,” the group Emily’s List wrote in a fundraising email, 

“electing pro-choice Democratic women who will always protect reproductive freedom.”
___
Associated Press writer Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar contributed to this report.

Mass school shootings mostly happening in small-town America
By LISA MARIE PANE, Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — If you want to know where mass school shootings are most likely to occur, look no 
farther than small-town and suburban America.

The massacre that killed 10 people at a high school in Texas last week was just the latest to happen in a 
small or suburban city. Of the 10 deadliest school shootings in the U.S., all but one took place in a town with 
fewer than 75,000 residents and the vast majority of them were in cities with fewer than 50,000 people.

These are seemingly idyllic places to grow up: low crime rates, good schools and a sense of community 
where everyone seems to know your name. And it’s exactly those attributes, experts say, that are why 
small rural and suburban towns are a breeding ground for the next school shooter.
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“Ironically it’s people in small towns and suburbia who think it can’t happen here. And that is exactly the 

type of place where it does happen,” said Peter Langman, a psychologist who has been studying school 
shootings for years and operates a database of school gun violence in the U.S. and abroad. “People tend 
to think of violence associated with cities, not violence associated with small-town America, but this type 
of violence is the one associated with small-town America.”

Experts say the phenomenon is due to a variety of factors that include easy access to guns and the 
copycat effect of disturbed suburban and small-town teenagers emulating each other. It’s also blamed on 
the pressures of living in small towns that make it harder for disgruntled teenagers to adjust.

“In small-town America, it’s said everybody knows everybody, and that’s well and good except when you 
don’t want everybody to know what’s going on with you,” said James Alan Fox, a professor at Northeast-
ern University who has been studying mass shootings for decades. “If things are going downhill for you, 
you did something wrong or someone did something wrong to you and some girl dumps you, everybody 
knows. So it’s much harder to get away from it.

“Whereas in the big city, where no one knows your name, that can be a good thing,” he added. “You 
don’t have this feeling that everybody knows what you’re going through. Being in a small town has its 
advantages in terms of a network and a sense of community but sometimes that can be a double-edged 
sword.”

Parkland, Florida, where authorities say a former student in February gunned down 17 people, had just 
recently been voted the safest town in Florida. Newtown, Connecticut, where a shooting in 2012 at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School took the lives of 20 children and six adults, is a classic New England town, seem-
ingly a world away from the crime and problems of nearby Bridgeport, one of that state’s largest cities.

The site of the Columbine High School tragedy was a Denver suburb, the Virginia Tech massacre hap-
pened in a college town of about 40,000 people. The shooting last week took place in a town of 13,000 
people about 40 minutes southeast of Houston.

The prevalence of the mass shootings in smaller cities stands in contrast to the situation in big cities like 
New York, Chicago and Los Angeles. They have strict gun laws and their own problems with street gun 
violence, but it’s rare that a mass shooting has been carried out in one of their schools.

In the 1980s and 1990s, urban districts sought to make schools safer from drug- and gang-related violence, 
taking such steps as installing metal detectors at entrances. That is exactly what pro-gun Republicans and 
the National Rifle Association have been proposing in the wake of recent massacres.

Some school security and psychology experts, as well as those who have been studying mass shootings 
for decades, say school designs and talk of arming teachers is a simplistic approach that doesn’t get at 
the heart of preventing it from happening. While students often have a sense that a classmate might be 
planning an attack or know that someone is troubled, they might be more hesitant in smaller towns to 
tell anyone about it, said Langman, director of SchoolShooters.info. They know each other well, visit each 
other’s homes and families can be business associates.

“The best prevention is to catch them early before they show up with a gun rather than trying to make 
it hard for them once they’re already at the building with a gun,” he said.

Fox also said it’s hard to overlook the issue of copycats — and how much that can determine the types 
of locations where school shootings occur.

“They’re all white, male, teenagers in small towns or rural areas because they identify the other white, 
male teenagers in small towns or rural areas. Whereas a black kid in the Bronx or the streets of Chicago, 
that’s not his world. He’s got totally different issues he’s dealing with,” Fox said.

What is lava haze? A look at Hawaii’s latest volcanic hazard
By JAE C. HONG and AUDREY McAVOY, Associated Press

PAHOA, Hawaii (AP) — Lava from Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano is pouring into the sea and setting off a 
chemical reaction that creates giant clouds of acid and fine glass.

The lava haze, or “laze,” is created when molten rock hits the ocean and marks just the latest hazard 
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from a volcano that has been generating earthquakes and spewing lava, sulfur dioxide and ash since it 
began erupting in Big Island backyards on May 3.

The dangers have forced at least 2,000 people to evacuate and destroyed more than 40 buildings. It’s 
also created anxiety for thousands of others about the possibility of lava heading their way or cutting off 
roads they depend on to get to work, school and grocery stores.

Here are key things to know about the latest volcanic threat:
WHAT IS LAVA HAZE?
It is made of dense white clouds of steam, toxic gas and tiny shards of volcanic glass. Janet Babb, a 

geologist with the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, says the plume “looks innocuous, but it’s not.”
HOW IS IT CREATED?
Laze is formed when lava enters the ocean and triggers a series of chemical reactions.
The seawater cools the lava, which forms a glass that shatters. Tiny pieces are picked up by the steam 

cloud, which contains hydrochloric acid that also is created by the interaction of lava and the ocean.
“Just like if you drop a glass on your kitchen floor, there’s some large pieces and there are some very, 

very tiny pieces,” Babb said. “These little tiny pieces are the ones that can get wafted up in that steam 
plume.”

Scientists call the glass Limu O Pele, or Pele’s seaweed, named after the Hawaiian goddess of volcano 
and fire.

WHY IS IT DANGEROUS?
The clouds contain hydrochloric acid, which is about as corrosive as diluted battery acid. It can irritate 

the skin and eyes and cause breathing problems.
Babb says protective masks that officials have been distributing to protect people from volcanic ash will 

filter particles from lava haze but not the hydrochloric acid.
Laze itself is not enough to cause serious burns, Babb said, unless someone is right on top of where 

lava enters the ocean. Waves also can wash over molten lava and send scalding water onshore, so people 
should maintain a safe distance.

No major injuries have been reported from lava haze. The U.S. Geological Survey says laze contributed 
to two deaths in 2000, when seawater washed across recent and active lava flows.

WHO NEEDS TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT IT?
Mostly people who are near the lava entry on the southern coast, either on land or in boats just offshore. 

Where the plume wafts depends heavily on wind direction and speed.
The gas clouds initially appear on the shoreline, but trade winds on Sunday carried plumes about 15 

miles (24 kilometers) to the southwest. The cloud was offshore, running parallel to the coast.
When the winds die down, the plume can flatten out. Its size, meanwhile, depends on the volume of 

lava falling into the sea.
The hazards minimize once the shards fall to the ground because the glass would mix with the Earth.
WHAT OTHER THREATS DO PEOPLE NEED TO BE WORRIED ABOUT?
Methane explosions could be a problem as lava flows into areas with a lot of vegetation. Babb said that 

is because decaying vegetation creates pockets of methane, which the lava’s heat can ignite.
Late Sunday or early Monday, lava entered and then stalled on the property of a geothermal plant. Of-

ficials earlier this month removed 50,000 gallons (190,000 liters) of stored flammable gas from the site to 
reduce the chance of explosions.

Hawaii County spokeswoman Janet Snyder said the lava stalled behind a berm on the property boundary.
The plant harnesses energy from the volcano for electricity. Underground wells bring up steam and hot 

liquid, and the steam feeds a turbine generator.
___
McAvoy reported from Honolulu. Associated Press journalist Sophia Yan contributed to this report from 

Honolulu.
___
Follow AP’s complete coverage of the Hawaii volcano here: https://apnews.com/tag/Kilauea
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Pastor: Mental illness drove man to ram car into his family

BESSEMER CITY, N.C. (AP) — A man suffering from severe mental illness left a meal with his family and 
then drove his sport utility vehicle at high speed into the restaurant, killing his daughter and daughter-in-
law and critically injuring other relatives, his pastor said Monday.

Roger Self had been treated for depression and anxiety that seemed to become more intense in the 
two and a half months preceding Sunday’s deadly crash, said the Rev. Austin Rammell of Venture Church 
in Dallas, North Carolina. The pastor, who is a close family friend, said Self opened up about his problems 
about 10 weeks ago, when he asked his son to take his guns away from him.

“His family and close friends have intensely labored to try and get Roger help. We all feel a level of guilt,” 
the pastor said at a news conference.

The pastor said Self’s judgment had become impaired, but he didn’t imagine he would hurt his family. 
He said his friend may have hoped to die in the crash, and that “It’s very possible that Roger imagined in 
his mind that the best thing for his family is that they all just go together.”

The crash sent stunned patrons scrambling at the Surf and Turf Lodge, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) 
west of Charlotte. Self was immediately arrested.

Shackled and wearing an orange jumpsuit at a hearing on Monday, he showed little emotion as he asked 
for a court-appointed attorney and was ordered jailed without bond on two charges of first-degree murder.

The Selfs are a family of first responders. His daughter, Katelyn Self was a deputy with the Gaston 
County Sheriff’s Office. She and his daughter-in-law, Amanda Self, an emergency room nurse, were killed 
as the car rammed through the outside wall. Amanda Self was married to Roger’s son Josh Self, a Gaston 
County police officer.

Josh Self and Roger Self’s wife, Diane, were in critical but stable condition on Monday, said Rammell, 
who has been in close contact with the family. A 13-year-old granddaughter of Self’s was treated and 
released from the hospital, police said.

At a news conference Monday, officials with the Bessemer Police Department declined to elaborate on 
Self’s mental health. But police spokesman Rob Tufano said evidence gathered so far shows the crash 
was intentional.

“It is abundantly clear that this was not an accident; that this was something Mr. Self had intentionally 
done,” Tufano said.

Katelyn Self had arranged Sunday’s after-church lunch, inviting her fiance and his parents as well, be-
cause she was hoping that her father would feel better if he were surrounded by family, Rammell said. 
They had ordered drinks and appetizers and were talking and laughing after being seated at a table near 
the window.

The pastor said the family wasn’t initially concerned when he got up, figuring he may have been suf-
fering from anxiety.

“They began noticing his car out in the parking lot had circled. And the next thing you know he came 
through the window,” Rammell said.

The pastor said Self had seen a psychiatrist and family doctor but hadn’t been hospitalized. Rammell 
said Self told him he was taking medicine for depression and anxiety, but he was becoming particularly 
unstable over the weekend.

“It was a roller coaster, and in the last few days it went from bad to really bad,” he said.
Katelyn Self, 26, was a four-year veteran of the Gaston County Sheriff’s Office, the sheriff said in a news 

release. She had worked as a corporal in the jail and was off duty when she was fatally injured.
Authorities said the family was requesting privacy and referred any questions to Rammell.
Roger Self, himself a former law enforcement officer, ran a private investigations business called South-

eastern Loss Management, mostly working for companies to investigate employees’ wrongdoing. Ram-
mell said the business had been going through an unspecified “transition” that required the help of some 
friends, but he didn’t elaborate.

Rammell, whose church is listed in a directory of the Southern Baptist Convention, said Self had been 
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active for decades in a Baptist congregation that grew into Venture Church. He said Self had served as a 
volunteer youth minister to “hundreds and hundreds.”

The mission of this church has always been to help others, but Rammell said he needs to learn more 
about mental illness and the challenges people can face in finding treatment. 

“This has been a huge lesson for me,” he said, later adding: “I think we as a nation are very ignorant 
about it, and we need to get non-ignorant about it.

___
This story has been corrected. It removes the word “heaven” from the pastor’s quote about why Self 

may have hoped to die with his family.

Venezuela’s opposition scrambles to regroup after Maduro win
By JOSHUA GOODMAN and SCOTT SMITH, Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuela’s fractured opposition emerged even more powerless Monday, 
a day after an election it boycotted propelled socialist President Nicolas Maduro to an easy victory amid 
a crushing economic crisis.

The coalition’s strategy to sit out the vote succeeded at exposing declining support for the government. 
Yet it also leaves Maduro’s opponents even more dependent on international pressure seeking to force 
change in this South American oil-exporting nation where people struggle to find food and are migrating 
in mass.

Even before the government-controlled National Election Council declared Maduro the overwhelming win-
ner, nations around the world had accused him of taking Venezuela down the path toward “dictatorship.” 
The election registered the lowest turnout in decades — around 46 percent — as many voters stayed 
home while the opposition warned the election was rigged.

It’s an outcome likely to further weaken Maduro’s legitimacy in the eyes of many, though not necessarily 
his grip on power.

There has been no sign of wavering support from the leadership of Venezuela’s military, which long 
was the arbiter of Venezuela’s political disputes. And Venezuelans busy trying to survive amid widespread 
food shortages and hyperinflation seem too demoralized to engage in protests like the ones that last year 
resulted in more than 140 deaths.

Opponents of the socialist revolution installed by the late President Hugo Chavez have few options, said 
Jennifer McCoy, a Georgia State University political scientist who led five electoral missions to Venezuela 
on behalf of the Carter Center until 2013.

“The opposition for some time has been waiting for something to save them,” she said.
In one minor protest Monday, 30 opposition activists marched onto a major highway that a year ago was 

filled with tens of thousands of anti-government protesters. They unfurled a giant Venezuelan flag shout-
ing, “This was a farce — not an election.” Then they rolled up the flag and dispersed. It lasted 10 minutes.

“It’s so hard to mobilize people who are desperately trying to survive or figure out how to leave the 
country,” McCoy said.

She thinks it unlikely the U.S. will act on threats to slap an embargo on Venezuela’s oil exports — its 
main source of cash. Resistance to the idea runs high among international oil companies as well as refin-
eries built in U.S. Gulf states to process Venezuela’s heavy crude, she noted. An embargo would also give 
Maduro a convenient excuse to blame his mounting problems on what he likes to call the “imperialist” U.S.

President Donald Trump did move Monday to strengthen the financial noose around Maduro, signing an 
executive order that makes it harder for Venezuela’s government to sell off state assets, including money 
due from oil sales. Administration officials said top Venezuelan officials use such sales to enrich themselves, 
while millions struggle.

A senior U.S. administration official told The Associated Press that while oil sanctions are under active 
consideration, there is consensus that such a strong-armed tactic might not be needed given the impact of 
past sanctions, the damage already wrought by Maduro’s own mismanagement and legal actions taken by 
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many of Venezuela’s unpaid creditors. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to discuss the administration’s next steps.

The financial stranglehold on Venezuela triggered by a collapse in oil production and previous U.S. sanc-
tions barring the government from restructuring its debts will likely only worsen the misery. Venezuela’s 
inflation has soared to 14,000 percent, while the minimum wage has nosedived to a value of about $2 a 
month.

“This election doesn’t solve Maduro’s economic problems, and in some ways makes them far worse,” 
said Yon Goicochea, an opposition activist who spent 15 months in jail until agreeing last year to run in 
mayoral elections, also boycotted by the opposition.

A growing roster of nations issued condemnations Monday for Venezuela’s election, threatening to ramp 
up diplomatic and economic pressure.

A coalition of 14 countries from throughout the Americas, including Brazil, Mexico and Colombia, pledged 
to scale back diplomatic relations with Venezuela and urge international organizations not to give the 
Maduro government new credit.

Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy decried the vote as not respecting “minimal democratic standards” 
and vowed to consult with European counterparts on new measures in hopes of “easing the suffering of 
Venezuelans.”

The people of Caracas, meanwhile, awoke Monday to return to their daily struggles, either at peace with 
the election’s outcome or resigned to six more years under Maduro leadership.

Among those getting on with life was Concepción Fernandez, a 47-year-old merchant who stopped to 
reflect while waiting to catch a bus to work.

“I just might grab my suitcase and go,” she said. “The Chavistas won’t leave. There’s nothing and no-
body who can take them out.”

___
Associated Press writer Jorge Rueda in Caracas and Christine Armario in Bogota, Colombia, contributed 

to this report.

Stanley Cup-bound Vegas turning impossible into possible
By W.G. RAMIREZ, Associated Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Welcome to Impossible.
Those words have been projected onto the ice in big, bold letters at T-Mobile Arena before each game 

during the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Well, the Vegas Golden Knights are turning impossible into possible.
The stunningly successful expansion squad is headed to the Stanley Cup Final after beating the Winnipeg 

Jets 2-1 on Sunday to win the Western Conference final series in five games.
“I remember eight months ago, when we won against Dallas (in the season opener), we had that unbe-

lievable feeling,” Vegas center Pierre-Edouard Bellemare said. “Doesn’t feel like we’re satisfied. It’s a good 
feeling when you know the guys are excited for the next one.”

The Golden Knights are the third franchise in NHL history to clinch a berth in the Stanley Cup Final in 
its inaugural season, joining the Toronto Arenas in 1918 in the league’s early days, and St. Louis Blues in 
1968, when all six expansion teams were in the same division and one of them had to make the final round.

Vegas will play either Tampa Bay or Washington on hockey’s biggest stage. The Lightning lead the East-
ern Conference final 3-2, but the Capitals host Game 6 on Monday night.

“Either way, we’re not going to be favorites,” said Jonathan Marchessault, who leads Vegas with 18 points 
in the postseason. “That’s been the case all year. Tampa has been the best team all year. Washington, 
(they’re) playing great hockey right now. Either way, we’re not going to be favorites, and that’s fine with 
us. We went all year like that and we’re going to keep going.”

Hence, “The Golden Misfits” tag.
Nobody could have scripted Vegas, a 500-1 long shot at the start of the season, making the playoffs — 

let alone earning a shot at Lord Stanley’s Cup.



Tuesday, May 22, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 312 ~ 40 of 50

Groton Daily Independent
But the Golden Knights, who finished fifth in the league during the regular season, just knocked off the 

No. 2 team in the regular season in Winnipeg, which in the conference semifinals knocked off the No. 1 
team in the regular season, Nashville.

Vegas clinched all three of its Western Conference series on the road, becoming the seventh team in 
NHL history to accomplish such a feat.

“Everybody on this team has something to prove,” said Winnipeg native Ryan Reaves, who scored the 
winning goal Sunday in his hometown. “We call ourselves ‘The Golden Misfits’ for a reason. We’re doing 
a good job of proving everybody wrong.”

Just as they have all season, they are living in the moment.
Vegas, which had just two players under contract at this time last year, heads into the final round with 

a 12-3 playoff record after outscoring its Western Conference opponents 42-27.
It’s a credit to coach Gerard Gallant’s philosophy of having a well-conditioned, confident group of for-

wards who work well together, focus on short effective shifts, and exude confidence on the ice - all while, 
as he reiterates it daily, playing 200 feet of hockey.

And while the Golden Knights haven’t necessarily been a high-scoring threat, scoring just three or fewer 
goals in 12 of their 15 playoff games, their defensemen have played exceptional to this point. Vegas has 
allowed the least amount of goals in the playoffs, among teams that have played 10 games. It was a 
stifling and disruptive defense that helped propel the Golden Knights past the Jets on Sunday, with their 
sixth win in eight road games during the postseason.

“Everybody’s stepping up at different times during the season,” said goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, who has 
12 wins, four shutouts, a .947 save percentage and 1.68 goals against average. “That’s a big reason why 
we’ve been playing consistently.”

The key cog in Vegas’ engine has been Fleury, whose remarkable play has translated into a career-best 
postseason. He has allowed two or fewer goals in 10 of 15 playoff games, and is heading to the Stanley 
Cup final for a third consecutive year. And whether he admits it or not, the 14-year veteran still bears the 
scars of being left exposed by Pittsburgh last summer after spending the first 13 years of his career with 
the Penguins.

Gallant, who remained coy about his team’s aspirations during the regular season, made it clear the 
Golden Knights haven’t reached their goal.

“It’s been an awesome ride so far,” said Gallant, who some might also consider a “misfit” after Florida 
fired him following a road game at Carolina last season, then left him and his luggage on the curb outside 
PNC Arena. “We’re going to the Stanley Cup Final, but again, this isn’t what we want. We want to win.

“It’s great to win tonight and it’s great to be the (conference) champions,” Gallant added, “but that’s not 
what we’re here for.”

Even as impossible as that all seemed just a few months ago.
___
More NHL hockey: https://apnews.com/tag/NHLhockey

US demands wholesale changes in Iran policies post-nuke deal
By JOSH LEDERMAN and MATTHEW LEE, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump administration on Monday demanded that Iran make wholesale changes 
in its military and regional policies or face “the strongest sanctions in history,” as it sought to turn up heat 
on Tehran after President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw from a landmark nuclear deal.

In speech that called Iran out for a wide range of “malign activities” apart from its nuclear program, 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo called for the negotiation of a new deal that would go far beyond the 
single focus of the 2015 agreement and would have the status of a formal treaty. The 2015 deal concluded 
under the Obama administration dealt only with the nuclear program and was not a treaty but rather a 
U.N.-endorsed executive agreement between the parties.

Unless such a treaty can be reached, Pompeo warned that Iran would face tough sanctions that would 
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leave it “battling to keep its economy alive.” But he laid out no strategy for convincing Iran, the other 
participants in the original deal — Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and the European Union — or 
others to open such a negotiation.

“These will end up being the strongest sanctions in history by the time we are complete,” Pompeo said 
at the conservative Heritage Foundation in his first major policy speech since taking over as top diplomat.

Pompeo vowed Trump’s approach would ensure Iran would never develop a nuclear weapon. A new 
pact should require that Iran stop enrichment of uranium, which was allowed within strict limitations under 
the previous deal. Iran would also have to walk away from core pillars of its foreign policy, including its 
involvement in Syria, Yemen, Lebanon and Afghanistan, he said.

“This list may seem long to some, but it is simply a reflection of the massive scope of Iranian malign 
behavior,” Pompeo said. “America did not create this need for changed behavior. Iran did.”

In response, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani described Pompeo’s speech as unacceptable and took 
issue with the fact that the secretary of state previously led the CIA, long demonized in Iran for its role 
in a 1953 coup.

“A guy who had been active in an espionage center for years now wants to make a decision for Iran 
and other countries from the position of a foreign minister. It is not acceptable under any circumstance,” 
Rouhani said to a group of university teachers in Tehran. “Who are you to make a decision for Iran and 
the world and to tell Iran what to do and what not to do in the nuclear field?”

Pompeo did offer Iran a series of dramatic potential U.S. concessions if it agrees to make “major changes.” 
Under a new agreement, the U.S. would be willing to lift all sanctions, restore full diplomatic and com-
mercial ties with Iran and even support the modernization of its economy, Pompeo said.

“It is America’s hope that our labors toward peace and security will bear fruit for the long-suffering 
people of Iran,” Pompeo said.

Still, Pompeo’s list of 12 requirements included many that Iran is highly unlikely to consider. He said 
Iran must allow nuclear inspectors “unqualified access to all sites throughout the country,” Pompeo said, 
alluding to military sites that were off-limits under the 2015 deal except under specific circumstances. To 
that end, he also said Iran must declare all previous efforts to build a nuclear weapon, reopening an issue 
that the U.N.’s International Atomic Energy Agency has already deemed a closed matter.

Pompeo also demanded that Iran cease from a range of activities throughout the Middle East that have 
long drawn the ire of the U.S. and its allies. He said Iran must end support for Shiite Houthi rebels in 
Yemen, “withdraw all forces” from Syria, halt support for its ally Hezbollah and stop threatening Israel.

Iran must also “release all U.S. citizens” missing in Iran or being held on “spurious charges,” he said.
Taken together, the demands would require a complete transformation by Iran’s government, and they 

hardened the perception that the administration is really seeking regime change. A longtime Iran hawk, 
Pompeo has spoken positively about regime change in the past, but in his confirmation hearing last month 
he sought to soften that stance.

Laying out Trump’s new approach Monday, Pompeo said he couldn’t put a timeline on how long the 
strategy might take.

British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson, speaking to reporters in Argentina, said he believed packaging 
all of Iran’s concerning behavior into one agreement would be a heavy lift.

“If you try to pull all of those into a giant negotiation, a new jumbo Iran negotiation, a new treaty .  I 
don’t see that being very easy to achieve in anything like a reasonable timescale,” he said. “The idea of 
a jumbo Iran treaty (is) very difficult.”

European Union foreign policy chief Federica Mogerhini said in a statement that Pompeo had not shown 
how resolving any of Iran’s problematic non-nuclear activities would be easier done outside of the deal, 
which is known as the JCPOA, the acronym for the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.

“Secretary Pompeo’s speech has not demonstrated how walking away from the JCPOA has made or 
will make the region safer from the threat of nuclear proliferation or how it puts us in a better position 
to influence Iran’s conduct in areas outside the scope of the JCPOA,” she said. “There is no alternative to 
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the JCPOA.”

Pompeo said he understood that Trump’s decision “will pose financial and economic difficulties for a 
number of our friends.” But he warned them that the U.S. planned to follow through with threats to punish 
European companies that continue doing business with Iran that is allowed under the deal but will violate 
reimposed U.S. sanctions.

“I know our allies in Europe may try to keep the old nuclear deal going with Tehran. That is their deci-
sion to make,” Pompeo said. “They know where we stand.”

___
Associated Press writers Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran; Matthew Pennington in Washington; and Jon 

Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.
___
Reach Josh Lederman on Twitter at http://twitter.com/joshledermanAP and Matthew Lee at www://

twitter.com/APDiploWriter

LGBT community cheers pope’s ‘God made you like this’ remark
By NICOLE WINFIELD, Associated Press

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis’ reported comments to a gay man that “God made you like this” 
have been embraced by the LGBT community as another sign of Francis’ desire to make gay people feel 
welcomed and loved in the Catholic Church.

Juan Carlos Cruz, the main whistleblower in Chile’s clerical sex abuse and cover-up scandal, said Monday 
he spoke to Francis about his homosexuality during their recent meetings at the Vatican. The pope invited 
Cruz and other victims of a Chilean predator priest to discuss their cases last month.

Cruz said he told Francis how Chile’s bishops used his sexual orientation as a weapon to try to discredit 
him, and of the pain the personal attacks had caused him.

“He said, ‘Look Juan Carlos, the pope loves you this way. God made you like this and he loves you,’” 
Cruz told The Associated Press.

The Vatican declined to confirm or deny the remarks in keeping with its policy not to comment on the 
pope’s private conversations. The comments first were reported by Spain’s El Pais newspaper.

Church teaching says gays should be respected, loved and not discriminated against, but considers 
homosexual activity “intrinsically disordered.” Francis, though, has sought to make the church more wel-
coming to gays, most famously with his 2013 comment “Who am I to judge?”

He also has spoken of his own ministry to gay and transgender people, insisting they are children of 
God, loved by God and deserving of accompaniment by the church.

As a result, some commentators downplayed the significance of the comments to Cruz, saying they merely 
were in line with Francis’ pastoral-minded attitude and not in any way a challenge to current doctrine.

“What the pope was saying is, ‘God loves you and made you just as you are, and therefore you should 
accept yourself as you are while struggling to live according to the Gospel,’” said the Rev. Robert Gahl, a 
moral theologian at Rome’s Pontifical Holy Cross University.

Whether or not the pope intended to break ground, there was a time when the Catholic Church taught 
that sexual orientation was not something people choose.

The first edition of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the dense summary of Catholic teaching 
published by St. John Paul II in 1992, said gay individuals “do not choose their homosexual condition; for 
most of them it is a trial.”

The updated edition, which is the only edition available online and on the Vatican website, removed the 
reference. The revised edition says: “This inclination, which is objectively disordered, constitutes for most 
of them a trial.”

Francis DeBernardo, executive director of New Ways Ministry, which advocates for equality for LGBT 
Catholics, said the pope’s comments were “tremendous” and would do a lot of good.

“It would do a lot better if he would make these statements publicly, because LGBT people need to hear 
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that message from religious leaders, from Catholic leaders,” he said.

The Rev. James Martin, a Jesuit whose book “Building a Bridge” called for the church to find new pastoral 
ways of ministering to gays, noted that the pope’s comments were in a private conversation, not a public 
pronouncement or document. But Martin said they were nevertheless significant, particularly given the 
original version of the Catechism.

“The pope is saying what every reputable biologist and psychologist will tell you, which is that people 
do not choose their sexual orientation,” Martin said in a telephone interview.

A great failing of the church, he said, is that many Catholics have been reluctant to say so, which then 
“makes people feel guilty about something they have no control over.”

Martin’s book is being published this week in Italian, with a preface by the Francis-appointed bishop 
of Bologna, Monsignor Matteo Zuppi, a sign that the message of acceptance is being embraced even in 
traditionally conservative Italy.

Syrian government declares capital fully under its control
By ZEINA KARAM, Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Syria’s military on Monday captured an enclave in southern Damascus from Islamic State 
militants following a ruinous monthlong battle, bringing the entire capital and its far-flung suburbs under 
full government control for the first time since the civil war began in 2011.

The gains freed President Bashar Assad’s forces to move with allied militiamen on remaining rebel-held 
territory in the south near the border with Israel, as Syria’s chief ally Iran comes under growing pressure 
from the Trump administration to withdraw its troops from the country.

Iranian-backed militias, including the Lebanese group Hezbollah, have been instrumental in helping 
Assad’s over-stretched forces recapture huge areas around Damascus and in the country’s center and 
north, building a military presence that has alarmed Israel and its U.S. ally, which is now looking to con-
strain Iran’s activities.

Iranian officials have vowed to stay on in Syria for as long as needed, setting the stage for a potential 
confrontation as Washington seeks to tighten the screws on Tehran following the U.S. withdrawal from 
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal brokered with Iran under President Barack Obama and world powers.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo threatened Iran with the “strongest sanctions in history” if Tehran 
doesn’t change course. In his first major foreign policy speech since taking the post as the top U.S. dip-
lomat, he issued a list of demands that he said should be included in any new nuclear treaty with Iran, 
including that it “withdraw all forces” from Syria, halt support for Hezbollah and stop threatening Israel.

Iran and Russia have joined forces in Syria, providing crucial military support to Assad’s forces and giving 
them the upper hand in the civil war.

Russian President Vladimir Putin told Assad at a meeting last week that a political settlement in Syria 
should encourage foreign countries to withdraw their troops from Syria. Putin’s envoy to Syria, Alexander 
Lavrentyev, said Putin was referring to Iranian forces, among others.

Iran says it is in Syria at the behest of the Assad government and says it is fighting “terrorism” in the 
form of Islamic extremists, including the Islamic State group and al-Qaida.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Ghasemi told reporters that no one can force Tehran to do 
anything it doesn’t want to do.

“Our presence in Syria has been based on a request by the Syrian government and Iran will continue 
its support as long as the Syrian government wants,” he said, speaking shortly before Pompeo made his 
remarks.

The recapture of IS-held pockets in the Palestinian refugee camp of Yarmouk and the nearby Hajar al-
Aswad district in southern Damascus came after a massive bombing campaign that has all but decimated 
what was left of the residential area on the edge of the capital, once home to about 200,000 Palestinian 
refugees.

The camp has been deserted by most of its inhabitants following years of siege, and the few remaining 



Tuesday, May 22, 2018 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 312 ~ 44 of 50

Groton Daily Independent
residents fled to nearby areas in the last days of the bombardment.

The last push on the Yarmouk camp came after a group of civilians was evacuated overnight. State TV 
showed images of troops moving in, waving the Syrian flag and flashing victory signs atop wrecked build-
ings in the destroyed neighborhood. Some fired in the air in celebration.

The move boosts morale and security in Assad’s seat of power, putting it out of range of insurgents’ 
mortar fire and shells for the first time in nearly seven years.

With Iran’s help, Assad’s forces have been making steady gains since 2015, when Russian launched an 
air campaign on behalf of his forces. In December 2016, government forces captured rebel-held eastern 
neighborhoods of the northern city of Aleppo, in Assad’s biggest victory since the conflict began.

With a mix of military pressure and surrender deals brokered by Russia, thousands of opposition fight-
ers capitulated and were evacuated in March and April from Damascus suburbs known as eastern Ghouta 
after a crushing government offensive.

Syrian troops and their allies are expected to turn their attention to opposition-held parts of southern 
Syria, including Daraa province, in a push that could bring allied Iranian forces even closer to the increas-
ingly tense frontier with Israel. Idlib, in the north, remains a major rebel bastion, but government forces 
are expected to leave that confrontation to a later stage.

Israel has warned Iran and its proxies to stay away from the border and has carried out a series of 
airstrikes on Syrian air bases where it believes Iranian troops maintain a presence.  Earlier this month, it 
launched a blistering bombardment of Iranian positions in Syria after an alleged Iranian rocket barrage 
toward its positions on the annexed Golan Heights.

Gen. Ali Mayhoub, a Syrian army spokesman, declared Damascus and its surroundings “completely se-
cure” on Monday.

A war monitoring group said about 1,600 people, including hundreds of IS gunmen, left the area Saturday 
and Sunday, heading toward the desert in the east of the country following a deal with the government. 
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said the month of fighting left scores of dead on 
both sides.

Syrian TV earlier quoted an unidentified Syrian military official as saying the two-day truce had been in 
place to evacuate women, children and the elderly Sunday night from Hajar al-Aswad. Syrian state media 
denied a deal was reached to evacuate the militants.

“The Daesh terrorist organization was wiped out in Hajar al-Aswad,” an unidentified Syrian soldier told 
state TV, using an Arabic acronym to refer to IS. “We will keep marching until we liberate all parts of Syria.”

___
Associated Press writers Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran, Albert Aji in Damascus, Syria, and Bassem Mroue 

in Beirut contributed to this report.

Divided Supreme Court sides with businesses over workers
By MARK SHERMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A divided Supreme Court ruled Monday that businesses can prohibit their workers 
from banding together in disputes over pay and conditions in the workplace, a decision that affects an 
estimated 25 million non-unionized employees.

With the court’s five conservative members in the majority, the justices held that individual employees 
can be forced to use arbitration, not the courts, to air complaints about wages and overtime. Four dissent-
ing liberal justices said the decision will hit low-wage, vulnerable workers especially hard.

While the complaints in Monday’s decision involved pay issues, the outcome also might extend to work-
place discrimination and other disputes if employee contracts specify that they must be dealt with in one-
on-one arbitration.

Workers who want to take action against sexual harassment, pay discrimination, pregnancy discrimination 
and racial discrimination “may now be forced behind closed doors into an individual, costly - and often secret 
- arbitration process,” said Fatima Goss Graves, president and CEO of the National Women’s Law Center.
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Lawyers representing management said the decision protects businesses from endless, costly litigation.
The outcome does not affect people represented by labor unions, but an estimated 25 million employees 

work under contracts that prohibit collective action by employees who want to raise claims about some 
aspect of their employment.

The ruling reflected a years-long pattern at the Supreme Court of limiting class actions and favoring 
employer-favored arbitration over lawsuits in the courts, generally preferred by workers.

The Trump administration backed the businesses, reversing the position the Obama administration took 
in favor of employees.

The court’s task was to reconcile federal laws that seemed to point in different directions. On the one 
hand, New Deal labor laws explicitly give workers the right to band together. On the other, the older Fed-
eral Arbitration Act encourages the use of arbitration, instead of the courts.

Justice Neil Gorsuch, writing for the majority, said the contracts are valid under the arbitration law. 
“As a matter of policy these questions are surely debatable. But as a matter of law the answer is clear,” 
Gorsuch wrote.

Monday’s ruling is in line with earlier decisions, he said. “In many cases over many years, this court has 
heard and rejected efforts to conjure conflicts between the Arbitration Act and other federal statutes. In 
fact, this court has rejected every such effort to date (save one temporary exception since overruled),” 
Gorsuch wrote.

In dissent for the court’s liberals, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg called the decision “egregiously wrong” 
and likely to lead to “huge underenforcement of federal and state stautes designed to advance the well-
being of vulnerable workers.” Ginsburg said that the individual complaints can be very small in dollar terms, 
“scarcely of a size warranting the expense of seeking redress alone.”

Ginsburg, who read a summary of her dissent aloud to stress her disagreement, said employees do 
not really have a choice about whether to sign such agreements, labeling them “arm-twisted, take-it-or-
leave-it contracts.”

She said “congressional action is urgently in order,” echoing her call in 2007 for Congress to address pay 
discrimination following a high court ruling from which she dissented.

Kristen Clarke, president of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, said she fears the deci-
sion will have far-reaching effects. “Today’s decision will make it easier for employers to escape liability 
for widespread discrimination and harassment.  No American should be forced to sign away their right to 
invoke the meaningful protections afforded by our nation’s critical civil rights laws,” Clarke said.

The National Labor Relations Board, breaking with the administration, argued that contracts requiring 
employees to waive their right to collective action violate the labor laws.

Business interests were united in favor of the contracts. Gregory Jacob, a former high-ranking Labor 
Department official in the Bush administration, said the court got it right Monday. “This decision thus will 
not see a huge increase in the use of such provisions, but it does protect employers’ settled expectations 
and avoids placing our nation’s job providers under the threat of additional burdensome litigation drain,” 
Jacob said.

Lower courts had split over the issue. The high court considered three cases — two in which appeals 
courts ruled that such agreements can’t be enforced and a third in which an appeals court said they are 
valid.

Sony buys most of EMI Music, to spend $9B on image sensors
By YURI KAGEYAMA, AP Business Writer

TOKYO (AP) — Electronics and entertainment company Sony Corp. said Tuesday it plans to spend $2.3 
billion acquiring an additional 60 percent stake in EMI Music Publishing, home to the Motown catalog and 
contemporary artists like Kanye West, Alicia Keys and Pharrell Williams.

Sony already owns 30 percent of EMI so once the purchase from Mubadala Investment Co. is finalized, 
it will own 90 percent of the company, CEO Kenichiro Yoshida said in a news conference at Sony’s head-
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quarters.

Mubadala is a government-backed investment fund controlled by the emirate of Abu Dhabi, the oil-rich 
capital of the United Arab Emirates, a seven-state federation that also includes the Mideast commercial 
hub of Dubai. Its holdings include semiconductor maker Globalfoundries, and stakes in General Electric 
Co., Washington-based private equity firm The Carlyle Group and numerous utility and energy companies.

Outlining the company’s revamped strategy to strengthen both its hardware and its creative content, 
Yoshida said Sony plans to invest 1 trillion yen ($9 billion) mostly in image sensors over the next three years.

Image sensors are used in many products including medical imaging equipment, cameras, radar, sonar 
and autonomous driving safety systems. They transmit data that makes up an image by converting light 
waves into electrical signals.

Yoshida said the company’s lead in sensors is crucial for evolving technologies like self-driving cars and 
artificial intelligence.

The Tokyo-based maker of the Walkman portable player, Aibo entertainment robot and Bravia TVs has 
amassed know-how over the decades when it was leading in “analog technology,” said Yoshida, who was 
named president and chief executive in February. He said Sony’s CMOS image sensor excels in its speed, 
lighting range and absence of noise.

Yoshida said the company’s main theme was “getting closer to people,” by connecting consumer services 
and content throughout its sprawling operations, which include the PlayStation game platform, music, 
films and home entertainment, still and video cameras, cellphones, computer chips and financial services.

Yoshida said the initiative to beef up Sony’s content was also behind a deal announced earlier this month 
to acquire a stake in Peanuts Holdings, the company behind Snoopy and Charlie Brown.

But Yoshida stopped short of giving numbers for profit goals, saying he was presenting a long-term vi-
sion rooted in Sony’s founding and ongoing philosophy of emotionally inspiring people.

One area where he is counting on growth is the company’s TV content business in India, where the 
population growth is rapid and TVs are still catching on, he said.

Sony, founded in 1946, has had its share of problems, sinking into the red in recent years. It struggled 
to adjust to the digital age and was hammered by competition from Apple Inc., Samsung Electronics Co. 
and other nimbler rivals.

Sony has sold off chunks of its business, including its Vaio personal-computer unit, to turn itself around. 
Its cellphone operations are still losing money, but the executives promised that will change soon.

___
Follow Yuri Kageyama on Twitter at https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
Her work can be found at https://www.apnews.com/search/yuri%20kageyama

Women cite ‘grass ceiling’ in male-dominated weed industry
By BECKY BOHRER, Associated Press

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — When Danielle Schumacher attended her first convention of marijuana activists 
about 15 years ago, she could count on one hand all the women in a room of older men.

The lack of diversity struck the then-college student, who remembers feeling out of place but also de-
termined to make her mark.

“That feeling just really stuck with me that this isn’t going to last. This is going to shift in my lifetime, 
and I want to be part of that,” said the San Francisco-based Schumacher, who in 2014 co-founded THC 
Staffing Group, a recruitment firm that encourages a more diverse cannabis industry workforce.

As marijuana has become more mainstream, Schumacher has seen a gradual shift, with more women 
working in the industry. Women-centric groups focused on networking or providing a space for women 
curious about cannabis have proliferated, too.

But cannabis remains a male-dominated industry. How much so is unclear because the legal marijuana 
industry is so new. Since just nine states have broad legalization, there isn’t much data on the so-called 
grass ceiling for women or minorities in leadership roles.
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One of those states, Massachusetts, plans a study breaking down license holders by race and gender 

and looking at possible barriers to getting into the industry. Licensing in that state is expected to start 
this summer.

The trade publication Marijuana Business Daily surveyed 567 senior executives, company founders and 
those with ownership stakes in marijuana businesses, and found the percentage of women in executive 
roles fell from 36 percent in 2015 to 27 percent in 2017. One possible reason: the executive structure of 
more mainstream businesses, where men hold most senior-level positions, is seeping into the industry, 
said Eli McVey, an analyst with the publication.

One way to boost investment in women- and minority-owned businesses is through more laws like the 
ones in some communities that reserve a certain number of marijuana licenses for those populations and 
by expunging criminal records for pot-related offenses, said Windy Borman, a Colorado-based filmmaker 
whose movie “Mary Janes: The Women of Weed” documents her evolution from skeptic to self-proclaimed 
“puffragette.”

She also advocates training for skills like business-plan writing for those wanting to shift from the black 
market to legal market, and increased mentorship.

The industry must attract new consumers to expand, she said. Women generally make family decisions 
on health and wellness, and women have an opportunity to design products that fit with their lifestyle, 
she said.

“We’re not necessarily interested in the largest bong ever built,” she said. “We need products that fit 
into our lifestyle that are more discreet and they’re not going to be covered in Jamaican flags and big pot 
leaves and things like that.”

Jane Stinson, a self-described hippy during her 20s, worked for 20 years for an Alaska pipeline company. 
Her interest in cannabis was reignited when her mother was diagnosed with cancer and the family sought 
ways to help ease the side effects.

At roughly the same time, Stinson was ready to retire, her son learned how to grow marijuana in Cali-
fornia, and voters legalized adult marijuana use in Alaska.

“The stars were aligned,” said Stinson, who opened one of Alaska’s first retail shops in Anchorage with 
her son and daughter.

It hasn’t been easy getting into the industry: Stinson works up to 14 hours a day. But she now has 15 
employees and is looking to expand. There is less of a stigma around marijuana in Alaska than there was 
five years ago, she said.

Stinson’s shop has hosted meetings of Ellementa, an organization that promotes cannabis to women, 
focusing on wellness. Recent meeting topics have touched on insomnia and sex.

Meeting participants range from their 20s to 70s, said Aliza Sherman, a web entrepreneur and Ellementa 
CEO, who began using cannabis to ease neck pain and insomnia. Her company holds meetings in 30 cities 
nationally and is expanding into Canada and Europe.

Sherman, who lives in Anchorage, said women-owned businesses know what appeals to women.
Gia Morón, daughter of a New York City police detective and child of the Just Say No-era, saw great 

potential in expanding her PR business to include cannabis.
She was apprehensive at first but made the leap, believing she could bring value to the industry. In doing 

so, she pointed out instances where female representation was lacking, such as in the speaking lineup for 
Women Grow, a national networking group she now represents.

“Now you’re seeing more successful, leading women in this space that are not only making serious 
inroads, but they’re going well beyond the ceiling that’s been placed over our heads and saying, ‘We’re 
more than this, and we deserve to be at the table,’” she said.
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US clings to health coverage gains despite political drama

By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. clung to its health insurance gains last year, an unexpected outcome 

after President Donald Trump’s repeated tries to take apart the Obama-era coverage expansion, according 
to a major government survey released Tuesday.

Overall, the survey from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that 9.1 percent of Ameri-
cans were uninsured in 2017, or a little more than 29 million people

After nearly a year of Trump, that was almost the same as toward the end of the Obama administration. 
For perspective, the uninsured rate dropped from 16 percent since the Affordable Care Act was signed in 
2010, which translates roughly to 19 million people gaining coverage.

“Despite all the noise and despite the chain-rattling Republicans have done with their failed attempts at 
repeal, at the end of the day the number of uninsured has stayed flat,” said health economist Gail Wilen-
sky, a longtime GOP adviser. “That’s good news for the country, and it might turn out to be good news 
for Republicans when it comes time for the midterm elections.”

But the CDC’s National Health Interview Survey also showed uninsured numbers edged higher for some 
groups, raising questions about potential problems this year and beyond. It doesn’t reflect congressional 
repeal of the health law’s unpopular requirement that individuals carry health insurance, since that doesn’t 
take effect until next year.

Considered authoritative by experts, the CDC report contradicts popular story lines from both ends of 
the political spectrum. On the right, Trump and others warn that Obamacare is “imploding.” (Instead, 
enrollment is fairly resilient.) On the left, Democrats blame Trump administration “sabotage” for coverage 
losses. (No hemorrhaging was found.)

“It’s a testament to the high value people place on health insurance,” said Katherine Hempstead, a senior 
health policy adviser at the nonpartisan Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. “People will tenaciously hang 
on to their health insurance.”

Still, the survey found some worrisome indicators of issues potentially ahead:
—The uninsured rate rose among “not poor” adults. (Translation: middle class.) That increase was sta-

tistically significant, rising to 8.2 percent in 2017. Hempstead said it may reflect the impact of sharp pre-
mium increases for individual plans for people in the solid middle class, who aren’t eligible for subsidized 
coverage under the ACA. “They are uniquely required to pay the full retail cost of health care,” she said.

—The uninsured rate also rose significantly in states that have not taken advantage of the ACA’s Medic-
aid expansion for low-income people. It averaged 19 percent for adults in states that had not expanded 
Medicaid, a big difference from about 9 percent uninsured in states expanding low-income coverage. 
The Medicaid expansion survived repeal efforts and several states are moving to join the 32 others, plus 
Washington, D.C., that have expanded.

Last year was tumultuous for health care, with Trump and Congress finally poised to deliver on the 
GOP vow to repeal President Barack Obama’s signature law. After repeated tries, the effort collapsed in 
the Senate. But Republicans did manage to undo the law’s unpopular requirement that most Americans 
maintain coverage or risk fines. Many experts believe the number of uninsured will increase when repeal 
of the so-called individual mandate goes into effect in 2019.

Trump also used his executive authority to undermine Obama’s law. He pulled the plug on legally con-
tested subsidies for deductibles and copayments, triggering a spike in premiums. His administration cut 
the HealthCare.gov sign-up season in half, and slashed the ad budget. Changes pending this year will allow 
insurers to offer lower-cost plans that have fewer benefits, and can also turn away people in poor health.

Separately, the CDC survey showed no slowing down of the longstanding shift to high-deductible health 
insurance, with nearly 44 percent of Americans now in plans that require individuals to pay at least $1,300 
of medical bills each year, or $2,600 for family coverage.

Two independent private surveys have recently shown an increase the U.S. uninsured rate, but the CDC’s 
approach is different. The government survey relies on face-to-face interviews, not telephone polling. And 
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it’s based on data from about 78,000 people — a very large pool.

“This report is as credible a data source on the uninsured as we have,” said Wilensky.

Asian markets mostly lower after Wall Street gains
By JOE McDONALD, AP Business Writer

BEIJING (AP) — Asian markets were mostly lower Tuesday after Wall Street gained as Italy moved toward 
forming a euroskeptic-led government.

KEEPING SCORE: The Shanghai Composite Index declined 0.2 percent to 3,208.20 and Sydney’s S&P-
ASX 200 lost 0.7 percent to 6,039.20. Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 edged up 4 points to 23,005.25. Markets in Hong 
Kong and South Korea were closed for holidays. Benchmarks in New Zealand, Singapore and Malaysia 
also declined.

WALL STREET: Industrial and technology companies led gains after Washington and Beijing appeared 
to make progress in trade talks. The Dow Jones industrial average rose 1.2 percent to 25,013.29. The 
Standard & Poor’s 500 gained 0.7 percent to 2,733.01 points. The Nasdaq composite added 0.5 percent to 
7,394.04. Boeing Co. gained 3.6 percent and construction equipment maker Caterpillar rose 2.1 percent. 
General Electric Co. rose 1.9 percent after announcing its train engine division will combine with railroad 
equipment maker Westinghouse Air Brake Technologies.

US-CHINA TRADE: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the United States postponed its proposal 
to raise tariffs on Chinese goods worth up to $150 billion. That helped ease investor concerns the two 
biggest economies might be headed for a trade war. President Donald Trump is threatening the tariff hike 
over complaints Beijing steals or pressures foreign companies to hand over technology. The two sides gave 
no indication how much progress they made toward ending their dispute and said hostilities could revive.

ITALIAN POLITICS: The euroskeptic 5-Star Movement and the right-wing League identified a 53-year-
old law professor with no political experience as their pick to become Italy’s next premier. League leader 
Matteo Salvini called the candidate, Giuseppe Conte, an expert in trimming bureaucracy, “which is what 
many companies are asking for.” The prospect of a 5-Star-League government has weighed on markets. 
Their agenda includes pension changes, a minimum salary for struggling Italians and a flat tax. Economists 
and European Union policymakers worry that will increase Italy’s debt burden.

ENERGY: Benchmark U.S. crude gained 21 cents to $72.56 per barrel in electronic trading on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. The contract jumped 98 cents on Monday to close at $72.35. Brent crude, used 
to price international oils, rose 18 cents to $79.41 per barrel in London. It added 71 cents the previous 
session to $79.22.

CURRENCY: The dollar declined to 110.98 yen from Monday’s 111.03 yen. The euro edged down to 
$1.1783 from $1.1791.

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Tuesday, May 22, the 142nd day of 2018. There are 223 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 22, 1968, the nuclear-powered submarine USS Scorpion, with 99 men aboard, sank in the Atlantic 

Ocean. (The remains of the sub were later found on the ocean floor 400 miles southwest of the Azores.)
On this date:
In 1761, the first American life insurance policy was issued in Philadelphia to a Rev. Francis Allison, whose 

premium was six pounds per year.
In 1868, a major train robbery took place near Marshfield, Indiana, as members of the Reno gang made 

off with $96,000 in loot.
In 1913, the American Cancer Society was founded in New York under its original name, the American 
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Society for the Control of Cancer.

In 1939, the foreign ministers of Germany and Italy, Joachim von Ribbentrop and Galeazzo Ciano, signed 
a “Pact of Steel” committing the two countries to a military alliance.

In 1947, the Truman Doctrine was enacted as Congress appropriated military and economic aid for 
Greece and Turkey.

In 1960, an earthquake of magnitude 9.5, the strongest ever measured, struck southern Chile, claiming 
some 1,655 lives.

In 1969, the lunar module of Apollo 10, with Thomas P. Stafford and Eugene Cernan aboard, flew to 
within nine miles of the moon’s surface in a dress rehearsal for the first lunar landing.

In 1972, President Richard Nixon began a visit to the Soviet Union, during which he and Kremlin lead-
ers signed the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. The island nation of Ceylon became the republic of Sri Lanka.

In 1981 “Yorkshire Ripper” Peter Sutcliffe was convicted in London of murdering 13 women and was 
sentenced to life in prison.

In 1992, after a reign lasting nearly 30 years, Johnny Carson hosted NBC’s “Tonight Show” for the final 
time (Jay Leno took over as host three days later).

In 1998, a federal judge ruled that Secret Service agents could be compelled to testify before the grand 
jury in the Monica Lewinsky investigation. Voters in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland turned 
out to cast ballots giving resounding approval to a Northern Ireland peace accord.

In 2011, a tornado devastated Joplin, Missouri, with winds up to 250 mph, claiming at least 159 lives 
and destroying about 8,000 homes and businesses.

Ten years ago: A Texas appeals court said the state had no right to take more than 400 children from a 
polygamist group’s ranch the previous month; the children were returned to their parents. Britain’s Con-
servative Party won a special election that was viewed as a rebuke to Prime Minister and Labour Party 
leader Gordon Brown.

Five years ago: Lois Lerner, an Internal Revenue Service supervisor whose agents had targeted conser-
vative groups, swore to a House committee she did nothing wrong, then refused to answer further ques-
tions, citing her Fifth Amendment right not to incriminate herself. In a brutal daylight attack in London, 
two al-Qaida-inspired extremists with butcher knives hacked to death an off-duty British soldier, Lee Rigby, 
before police wounded them in a shootout. (The attackers were later sentenced to prison.)

One year ago: A suicide bomber set off an improvised explosive device that killed 22 people at the 
end of an Ariana Grande concert in Manchester, England. In a historic gesture, President Donald Trump 
solemnly placed a note in the ancient stones of Jerusalem’s Western Wall. Ford Motor Co. announced it 
was replacing CEO Mark Fields. Actress Dina Merrill, 93, died at her home in East Hampton, New York.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer Charles Aznavour is 94. Actor Michael Constantine is 91. Business magnate 
T. Boone Pickens is 90. Conductor Peter Nero is 84. Actor-director Richard Benjamin is 80. Actor Frank 
Converse is 80. Former CNN anchor Bernard Shaw is 78. Actress Barbara Parkins is 76. Retired MLB All-
Star pitcher Tommy John is 75. Songwriter Bernie Taupin is 68. Actor-producer Al Corley is 63. Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, is 61. Singer Morrissey is 59. Actress Ann Cusack is 57. Country musician Dana Williams 
(Diamond Rio) is 57. Rock musician Jesse Valenzuela is 56. Actor Mark Christopher Lawrence is 54. Former 
White House Press Secretary Jay Carney is 53. Rhythm-and-blues singer Johnny Gill (New Edition) is 52. 
Rock musician Dan Roberts (Crash Test Dummies) is 51. Actress Brooke Smith is 51. Actor Michael Kelly is 
49. Model Naomi Campbell is 48. Actress Anna Belknap is 46. Actress Alison Eastwood is 46. Singer Donell 
Jones is 45. Actor Sean Gunn is 44. Actress A.J. Langer is 44. Actress Ginnifer Goodwin is 40. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Vivian Green is 39. Actress Maggie Q is 39. Olympic gold medal speed skater Apolo Anton 
Ohno is 36. Actress Molly Ephraim (TV: “Last Man Standing”) is 32. Tennis player Novak Djokovic is 31. 
Actress Anna Baryshnikov (TV: “Superior Donuts”) is 26. Actress Camren (cq) Bicondova is 19.

Thought for Today: “It is the people who can do nothing who find nothing to do, and the secret to hap-
piness in this world is not only to be useful, but to be forever elevating one’s uses.” — Sarah Orne Jewett, 
American author (1849-1909).


