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The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is Open

Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. 

Thursday
MS/HS Christmas Concert, 7 p.m.
to be carried live on GDILIVE.COM

Friday
Basketball at Deuel (Clear Lake)
Girls JV at 4 p.m., Boys JV at 5 p.m.
Girls Varsity at 6:30 p.m. 
Boys Varsity at 8:00 p.m.
Both varsity games will be carried live on 
GDILIVE.COM

1- Recycling trailers
1- Chicken Soup for the Soul
1- Dakota Outdoors Ad
2- Groton Care & Rehab Help Wanted Ad
2- Flags at half mast today
3- Farmers Union PSA
3- Bowling scores
3- SD arts make great gifts
4- Eating almonds and dark chocolate lowers bad 

cholesterol
5- Today in Weather History
6- Today’s Forecast
7- Yesterday’s Weather
7- Today’s Weather Info
7- National Weather Map
8- Daily Devotional
9- 2018 Community Events
10- News from the Associated Press
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NEW SIGN-ON BONUSES!
✯ ✯ ✯ $1,500 for CNAs ✯ ✯ ✯

✯ ✯ ✯ $3,000 for LPNs ✯ ✯ ✯

✯ ✯ ✯ $4,500 for RNs ✯ ✯ ✯

Alzheimer’s Care Unit Director
Medication Aid 

Contact Brynn Pickrel or Nellie Hatfield at 605-397-2365 
or apply in person.

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 

President Asks For Flags At Half-Staff In 
Remembrance Of Pearl Harbor

 
PIERRE, S.D. – President Trump has called for flags to be flown at half-staff from 8 a.m. until sunset on 

Thursday, Dec. 7, in observance of National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
 
The White House says the President will sign a proclamation tomorrow to recognize the 76th anniversary 

of the Japanese attacks that killed American patriots at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941.
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Epa’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels:
Finally Epa has confessed that its working model assess-

ing origination of traffic area toxics has been underestimat-
ing gasoline petroleum octane enhancers contributions by 
400%. This error contributes to the false perception “Who 
needs ethanol as a safe octane enhancer?” when it is diesel 
that creates the traffic area toxics thus misleading all to 
believe gasoline auto emissions are safe.

As president of South Dakota Farmers Union (SDFU) 
and on behalf of  urban working class citizens who suffer 
traffic area toxics the most plus family farmers, I am call-
ing out EPA and those who still drink the kool-aid of this 
fake traffic area toxics assessment. For all who breathe I 
am focused on the great precedent Senators Daschle and 
Dole established with their 1990 Clean Air Act Amend-
ment to reduce traffic area toxics as lead was phased out.

  I and SDFU policy have long supported and worked 
closely with our senator Daschle to build ethanol markets 
that serve all auto owners, rural economies and public 
health. We still do work closely with senator Daschle, his 
former chief of staff Pete Rouse, and his ethanol consultant 
Dave Hallberg. Working closely with this Daschle team I 
learned and participated in creating the history of the how 
and why this 1990 Clean Air Act amendment was legislat-
ed: Over that time period I learned about the chemistry 
of gasoline combustion that creates tailpipe benzene and 
related toxic emissions.

What I have learned about tailpipe emissions caused me 
to see the amazing irony in a Wall Street Journal editorial 
headline “Those Dirty Rotten Ethanol Scoundrels “. The 
article aimed to position ethanol as an evil plot, something 
being bootlegged into our gasoline.

The irony is “Epa’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” aligned with 
self-serving petroleum to implement an evil plot to lock 
ethanol out of free enterprise octane markets:  History 
shows EPA’s technocrats at Ann Harbor, Michigan head-
quarters have always resisted ethanol.  They undermined 
the intent of this Daschle/Dole 1990 Clean Air Act amend-
ment by creating a fraudulent public perception that it is 
illegal to use ethanol’s optimal 94 octane blend or E30 in 
standard autos:  The amendment’s intent still is to severely 
limit costly human genotoxic, carcinogenic benzene and 
related tailpipe emissions:  

While phasing out lead congress feared petroleum in-
terests would replace lead with petroleum’s comparably 
hazardous benzene and related octane referred to as “aro-
matics”:  On combustion these aromatic octane enhancers 

produce substantial benzene and some of the most toxic 
components found in our air identical to those also found 
in cigarette smoke:  The two carbon ethanol molecule does 
not contain or produce these toxics like benzene or related 
aromatic toxics.

The World Health Organization’s and consensus other 
medical researches assert: “Like cigarette smoke there is 
no recommended safe level for benzene in our air.” EPA 
deceptively lowered gasoline’s benzene content from one 
to a half percent as a fake cure all but nefariously ignores 
Clean Air Act directives to reduce gasoline’s substantial 
carcinogenic benzene and related polycyclic aromatic hy-
drocarbon (pah) tailpipe emissions that also cause birth 
defects including infant brain damage.

Importantly we all can read Glacial Lakes Energy’s re-
vealing E30 research by visiting our home web site’s pre-
mium E30 tab: You will also find that for over ten years 
consumer reports confirm high octane E30 is the optimal 
fuel for all autos delivering the same mileage and it can 
also replace benzene related aromatic octane to slash ben-
zene and its related most poisonous emissions up to 80%.   
E30 saves consumers $2-$4 per tank while also delivering 
higher oxygen and octane’s more complete combustion 
plus air charge cooling’s more 
power along with fewer carbon 
deposits to lower maintenance 
costs.

I also can easily see what Epa’s 
dirty rotten deal with petro-
leum costs today’s agriculture.  
The Epa created blend wall has 
stymied growth of ethanol corn 
markets effectively extracting 
billions from especially rural 
communities to transfer that 
wealth to Russia and middle 
east dictators:  The most trag-
ic cost of Epa’s dirty rotten deal 
with petroleum creates unwar-
ranted poisonous benzene and 
related pah emissions that es-
pecially target the fetus and our 
smallest children:  How many 
billions does it take to cover the 
medical costs caused by gaso-
line emission’s  resulting child-
hood cancers, birth defects, 
brain damage, family tragedies 
etc?

All auto owners!
Save $2-$4 /tank

& grow your local economy
by choosing low carbon 

Super Premium E30’s 
94 octane, more power, 

same mileage, fewer 
carbon deposits, lower 

maintenance costs,
slashed benzene & related 

genotoxic, carcinogenic 
tailpipe emissions; 

*see sdfu.org’s E30 tab for 
info, E30 prices\locations.

*Farmers Union’s 
PSA: Courtesy Merle 

Anderson (Merle is 94 
year old founder of Ace 
and legendary ethanol 

supporter... “because it is 
the right thing to do”)

I am also considering buying space for the ad in paper

Groton Prairie Mixed
 
Team Standings: Jackelopes 13, Chipmunks 13, ShihTzus 12, 

Coyotes 12, Cheetahs 12, Foxes 10
Men’s High Games: Brad Waage 230, 223, Roger Spanier 

230, 208, Brad Larson 200
Women’s High Games: Vicki Walter 173, Sue Stanley 167, 

Karen Spanier 166
Men’s High Series: Brad Waage 649, Roger Spanier 628, 

Brad Larson 524
Women’s High Series: Karen Spanier 445, Sue Stanley 443, 

Michelle Johnson 426

South Dakota arts make great gifts
By Jim Speirs, Executive Director, Arts South Dakota

 Would you like to present holiday gifts this year that are 
wonderfully original, totally appreciated and perfectly unique? 
Give the work of South Dakota artists! You can choose from a 
multitude of gifts, specially selected for each name on your list. 
It’s easy to give the gift of South Dakota creativity. Choose a 
book by one of our state’s authors or photographers, jewelry 
created by one of our artisans, a framed print or painting by 
a South Dakota artist, or tickets to a special performance—all 
gifts that will be enjoyed throughout the year.

Gifts reflecting our state’s creative culture are not hard to 
find. Nearly every bookstore in South Dakota has an “in-state” 
or “regional” section, filled with our state’s writers sharing their 
stories, telling tales of the past or breaking new ground with ex-
citing fiction or poetry. Museum gift shops are perfect spots to 
find South Dakota artists’ work, in an incredible range of prices, 
sizes, colors and subject matter. Galleries, both public and private, 
show and sell South Dakota visual arts. You can find furniture, 
sculpture, prints, drawings and notecards created here in South 
Dakota by your neighbors. And don’t forget albums and holiday 
performances by South Dakota musicians.

Honor the arts advocates in your life with a donation to Arts 
South Dakota in their name. You—and they—will be supporting 
our continuous effort to grow the arts, strengthen arts education 
and build our cultural community across the state.

Giving the gift of South Dakota art shows your support for the 
artists who are living and working in our state. And it makes South 
Dakota a place where artists are encouraged and can make a liv-
ing. You enhance our cultural heritage, advance the appreciation 
of the arts and spark new ideas for the recipient. That’s quite an 
impactful holiday gift!

For more about the arts in South Dakota, visit www.artssouth-
dakota.org.
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Eating almonds and dark chocolate lowers bad cholesterol

  
SIOUX FALLS, S.D., December 5, 2017 — Eating nearly one-third a cup of almonds a day — either alone 

or combined with almost one-quarter cup of dark chocolate and 2 1/3 tablespoons of cocoa a day — may 
reduce a risk factor for coronary heart disease, according to a new study.

 The study, published November 29 in the Journal of the American Heart Association, found that combin-
ing raw almonds, dark chocolate and cocoa significantly reduced the number of low-density lipoprotein, or 
LDL, particles in the blood of overweight and obese people. LDL is often called “bad cholesterol” because 
of the role it plays in clogging arteries.

 As was the case in past studies, the key lies in how much you eat, said the study’s lead author Penny 
Kris-Etherton, Ph.D., a Penn State University distinguished professor of nutrition.

 “It’s important to put this into context: The message is not that people should go out and eat a lot of 
chocolate and almonds to lower their LDL,” she said. “People are allowed to have about 270 discretion-
ary calories a day, and when foods like almonds, dark chocolate and cocoa are consumed together as a 
discretionary food, they confer health benefits unlike other discretionary foods such as frosted donuts.”

 Past studies have shown health benefits from eating moderate amounts of almonds, dark chocolate and 
unsweetened cocoa. The new study sought to see whether combining those three foods had a positive 
effect on the heart health of overweight and obese individuals.

 Researchers studied 31 participants ages 30 to 70. For one month, participants didn’t eat any of the 
foods in the study. In the next one-month period, participants ate 42.5 grams of almonds a day; in the 
third period, they ate 43 grams of dark chocolate combined with 18 grams of cocoa powder; in a fourth 
period, they ate all three foods.

 The study showed almonds eaten alone lowered LDL cholesterol by 7 percent compared with the period 
when participants didn’t eat any of the study foods. Combining almonds with dark chocolate and cocoa 
also reduced small, dense LDL particles that are a risk factor for cardiovascular disease, Kris-Etherton said.

 Alice H. Lichtenstein, D.Sc., Gershoff professor at Tufts University and director of the school’s Cardio-
vascular Nutrition Laboratory, said it’s important to note that participants ate the almonds in place of dairy 
fat as part of a healthy diet.

 “This was a very well controlled study that demonstrated replacing saturated fat coming from dairy 
fat (butter and cheese) with unsaturated fat coming from nuts (almonds) had a positive effect on plasma 
lipid concentrations,” said Lichtenstein, who wasn’t involved in the study.

 Kris-Etherton agreed that when it comes to fats, almonds are a much better choice than butter and 
cheese.

 “That’s clearly an important message here,” she said. “Almonds can be part of a healthy diet.”
 Eating dark chocolate and cocoa alone didn’t appear to have a major effect on heart health, she said. 

“Chocolate doesn’t increase cholesterol levels, but it doesn’t decrease cholesterol levels either.”
 Still, cocoa — a major ingredient in chocolate — may prove to be the next frontier in health research, 

according to Kris-Etherton. A 2014 study published in The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition showed 
eating cocoa flavanols was associated with reduced age-related cognitive dysfunction. Researchers at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston are currently studying 18,000 American men and women to see 
if daily supplements of cocoa flavanols reduce the risk of heart disease, stroke and cancer.

 “Cocoa is a plant food with a lot of bioactive components,” Kris-Etherton said. “There might be benefits 
we don’t even know about … and it’s delicious even without sugar. I would love to see healthy ways to 
eat cocoa becoming mainstream.”
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Today in Weather History 

December 7, 1963: Winds of 50 to 60 mph resulted in blowing snow all day on the 7th, which reduced 
visibilities to near zero and produced snow drifts several feet deep in many areas. Snowfall in eastern 
South Dakota was generally from 3 to 7 inches with 1 to 2 inches in the western part of the state. Storm 
total snowfall included 8 inches at Sisseton, 5 inches at Watertown and Wheaton, 4 inches at Aberdeen, 
and 2 inches at Mobridge.

December 7, 1971: Heavy snow of 7 to 12 inches fell in north-central South Dakota on the 7th. Timber 
Lake and Eagle Butte each reported 12 inches of snow. Strong winds accompanied the snow and caused 
extensive drifting. Drifts up to 15 feet were reported in sheltered areas near Lemmon. Seven inches fell 
at Mobridge, and 11 inches fell at Selby. McIntosh received 4 inches.

December 7, 1740: By all accounts, the Merrimack River in New Hampshire flooded on this day. The flood 
is likely the first recorded in New Hampshire. “The snow melted, and a freshet occurred in the Merrimack 
River, nothing like it having been experienced there for seventy years. At Haverhill, the stream rose fifteen 
feet, and many houses were floated off.” (Perley, Sidney, 1891, Historic storms of New England p. 49-51).

 1935 - Severe flooding hit parts of the Houston, TX, area. Eight persons were killed as one hundred 
city blocks were inundated. Satsuma reported 16.49 inches of rain. The Buffalo and White Oak Bayous 
crested on the 9th. (6th-8th) (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Heavy rain fell across eastern Puerto Rico, with 19.41 inches reported at Las Piedras. Flooding 
caused five million dollars damage. Another in a series of storms hit the northwestern U.S., with wind 
gusts above 100 mph reported at Cape Blanco OR. While snow and gusty winds accompanied a cold front 
crossing the Rockies, strong westerly winds, gusting to 93 mph at Boulder CO, helped temperatures in 
western Kansas reach the 60s for the sixth day in a row. Freezing drizzle in northeastern slowed traffic to 
5 mph on some roads in Morrow County. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - An outbreak of cold arctic air brought up to 18 inches of snow to the Colorado Rockies, with 14 
inches at Boulder CO, and seven inches at Denver. Heavy snow blanketed New Mexico the following day, 
with 15 inches reported near Ruidoso. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - A storm moving out of the Central Rocky Mountain Region spread snow across Kansas and 
Oklahoma into Arkansas and Tennessee. Snowfall totals ranged up to 7.5 inches at Winfield KS. Freezing 
rain on trees and power lines cut off electricity to 24,000 homes in northeastern Arkansas, and 40,000 
homes in the Nashville TN area were without electricity for several hours. (Storm Data) (The National 
Weather Summary)

December 7, 2006: A rare tornado tore through Kensal Rise in London. This T4 on the TORRO scale, 
equivalent to an F2 on the Fujita scale, injured six people and damaged 150 homes. According to the 
BBC, the last tornado which caused significant damage in London was in December 1954, in West London.
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A warm front will move into the region today, with temperatures warming into the 30s across western 
and central South Dakota. Clouds will also be increasing across the area throughout the day, with clouds 
lingering into the day Friday. Even with the clouds, temperatures look to get a bit warmer on Friday with 
30s and 40s across the region.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp: 22.6
Low Outside Temp: 5.7 (this morning: -2.7)
High Gust:  32
Precip: 0.00 

	

Today’s Info
Record High: 60° in 1918
Record Low: -27° in 2013
Average High: 28°F 
Average Low: 9°F 
Average Precip in Dec: 0.13
Precip to date in Dec: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 21.33
Precip Year to Date: 13.47
Sunset Tonight: 4:50 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:00 a.m.
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A GIFT FOR ETERNITY

Timothy had done very well in his first semester at college. Excitement was building in the family as the 
day approached when he would be home for Christmas. His mother wanted to make it a special event, 
one he would remember for years to come.

“Let’s give Timothy a wristwatch for Christmas,” she said. “He’s done so well and I want him to know 
how much we appreciate all of his hard work.”

“But,” protested his father, “what happened to that crush proof, waterproof, shock proof, scratch proof 
watch we gave him when he left for college?”

“He can’t find it,” said his mother.

In giving us the gift of His Son, God gave us Someone Who will be with us forever. A Gift that will be 
with us until the end of our lives and throughout eternity. An indestructible, ever-present Presence.

Jesus promised us to “be sure of this – I am with you always and everywhere, even to the end of the 
age.”

Some would ask, “What does it mean that He will be with us? Did he not leave His disciples when He 
ascended into heaven?” No, He didn’t.

When He left them physically He sent the Holy Spirit to be His presence with them personally. We know 
He was called “Immanuel – God with us” when He was born. We know He is with us now through the 
Holy Spirit.

Prayer: It’s easy, Father, for us to lose sight of You and Your messages at this time of the year. But help 
us to pause, pray frequently and sense Your presence within us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Matthew 28:20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

•	 Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round) 
•	 11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion 

(Fall/Winter Months)
•	 1/28/2018 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm
•	 3/24/2018 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
•	 5/5/2018 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
•	 5/28/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to 

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)
•	 6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)
•	 6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove
•	 6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
•	 7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
•	 7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)
•	 9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
•	 10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
•	 10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
•	 10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
•	 11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)

•	 Best Ball Golf Tourney
•	 SDSU Golf Tourney 
•	 Sunflower Golf Tourney
•	 Santa Claus Day
•	 Fireman’s Stag 
•	 Tour of Homes
•	 Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
•	 School Events
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Wednesday:

Dakota Cash
03-06-09-10-15
(three, six, nine, ten, fifteen)
Estimated jackpot: $26,000

Lotto America
18-29-37-39-42, Star Ball: 4, ASB: 5
(eighteen, twenty-nine, thirty-seven, thirty-nine, forty-two; Star Ball: four; ASB: five)
Estimated jackpot: $16.07 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $176 million

Powerball
19-20-50-55-62, Powerball: 9, Power Play: 2
(nineteen, twenty, fifty, fifty-five, sixty-two; Powerball: nine; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $193 million

Simpson leads South Dakota past Drake 93-65
VERMILLION, S.D. (AP) — Triston Simpson matched his career high with 18 points, Trey Burch-Manning 

added 17 points and nine rebounds and South Dakota took over in the second half to defeat Drake 93-65 
on Wednesday night.

Tyler Hagedorn added 16 points and Matt Mooney added 14 for the Coyotes (8-3), who outscored the 
Bulldogs (4-4) by 24 in the second half.

Hagedorn and Burch-Manning combined for the last four points of the first half for a 47-43 lead at the 
break. After the Bulldogs’ Graham Woodward started the second half with a 3, South Dakota put together 
a 20-5 run to make it 63-51 with 12:44 to play.

The lead was sitting at 14 with less than 10 minutes remaining when Simpson sandwiched 3-pointers 
around a Mooney 3 to start at 15-0 run to wrap it up.

After both teams shot well in the first half, the Coyotes kept it going, finishing 37 of 65 (57 percent), 
including 11 of 22 from distance. Simpson had four 3s and finished 7 of 8 from the field. Burch-Manning 
was 7 of 9.

Drake was 19 of 30 in the first half but just 8 of 23 in the second, going 3 of 11 behind the arc after 
going 5 of 9 before the break. Reed Timmer had 14 points for Drake.

House fire kills 1 in southwestern South Dakota
HERMOSA, S.D. (AP) — A house fire has killed a person in southwestern South Dakota.
The Battle Creek Fire Department was called to the fire in Hermosa on Wednesday morning. A second 

alarm for more firefighters was called because of poor weather and road conditions.
When crews arrived they were told it was unclear if everyone inside the house had made it out safely. 

Crews discovered a dead victim just before noon.

News from the
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The name of the victim was not immediately released.
Several agencies responded to the fire. The cause of the fire is still under investigation.

Regents set tuition rates to recruit out-of-state students
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The South Dakota Board of Regents has approved several tuition programs 

aimed at recruiting students from outside the state.
The board said Wednesday that the early approval of the specialized tuition rates will give universities 

more time to recruit attendees from nearby states. The regents normally set tuition in March.
One program will grant the equivalent of the South Dakota resident tuition rate for first-time freshmen 

and transfers from Nebraska who attend Dakota State University, Northern State University, the South 
Dakota School of Mines and Technology, South Dakota State University or the University of South Dakota.

The board also approved the resident tuition rate for new Black Hills State University attendees from 
Colorado and Montana.

The new rates start with the 2018-19 school year.

Sioux Falls backs $50M hotel and parking garage project
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The Sioux Falls City Council has approved a $50 million project to build a 

hotel, commercial space and attached parking garage in the city’s downtown.
The council voted 6-1 Tuesday in favor of a mixed use parking ramp facility for downtown, the Argus 

Leader reported . The development, named Village on the River, will include more than 500 parking spaces 
attached to a 120-room hotel and commercial space.

Supporters of the project said it would address a parking shortage downtown and bring in more devel-
opment and sales tax revenue.

“This is a historic $50 million investment in our downtown,” said Daren Ketcham, Sioux Falls Community 
Development Director. “Our team is committed to delivering this project in the highest and most ethical 
manner possible.”

Critics question the city’s decision to work with Legacy Developments, a firm connected to a building 
collapse in 2016 that led to the death of one person.

“Make sure corners aren’t cut, rules aren’t bent and things aren’t overlooked,” said Dan Fritz, an attorney 
for a family injured in the collapse.

Legacy Developments will pay $1 million for the rights to build on city land.
The council also approved a $16.5 million bonding package that will finance the public portion of the 

project.
The city and Legacy Developments are expected to break ground on the facility this spring.
___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Governor seeking nominations for vacant state House seat
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Gov. Dennis Daugaard is asking people to suggest candidates to fill the western 

South Dakota state House seat vacant after former Rep. Craig Tieszen’s death.
Daugaard’s office said Wednesday that the governor’s appointee will serve for the current term running 

through the end of 2018.
Daugaard says Tieszen was a dedicated public servant, calling his death a “real loss for our state.”
The 68-year-old Tieszen and his brother-in-law, 61-year-old Brent Moline, drowned in a kayaking accident 

last month off an island in the South Pacific.
Roughly 900 people braved wintry weather Monday to attend Tieszen’s funeral in Rapid City.
Lawmakers gathering for the governor’s budget address Tuesday at the state Capitol also paid Tieszen 

tribute.
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Officials trapping bobcats to determine population

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota wildlife officials are trying to get a handle on the number of 
bobcats roaming the Black Hills.

Game, Fish and Parks senior wildlife biologist Chad Lehman says they are setting walk-in traps with bait 
to catch the bobcats and collar them with a radio transmitter.

Lehman tells KOTA-TV officials hope to collar 40 or 50 bobcats to get a better idea of their survival. 
Each month a plane flies over the hills and maps the bobcats’ location by using the radio frequency from 
their collars.

It’s all part of a multi-year study to help wildlife officials determine the bobcat population.
___
Information from: KOTA-TV, http://www.kotatv.com

South Dakota wind turbine blade manufacturing plant closing
ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — Ohio-based Molded Fiber Glass Companies is closing its wind turbine blade 

manufacturing plant in the northern South Dakota city of Aberdeen.
The company cites changes in market conditions and proposed revisions to federal tax policies impacting 

the wind energy industry for the decision.
The company says the MFG South Dakota plant will remain open through January to fill existing orders, 

with anticipated closure by mid-February.
The American News reports that the 325,000-square foot plant was built in 2007. About 400 people 

work there.
___
Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

Protests across Palestinian areas, Mideast after Trump move
By ILAN BEN ZION, Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Clashes between hundreds of Palestinian protesters and Israeli troops erupted across 
the West Bank on Thursday while demonstrators in Gaza burned posters of President Donald Trump and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, as well as Israeli and U.S. flags.

The leader of the Hamas militant group, which runs Gaza, called for a new armed uprising in a widespread 
show of anger over Trump’s move to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

In the West Bank, crowds of protesters set tires on fire and hurled stones at anti-riot troops. In the 
biblical town of Bethlehem, troops fired water cannons and tear gas to disperse a crowd, in clashes that 
could cloud the upcoming Christmas celebrations in the town of Jesus’ birth. In Ramallah, the seat of the 
Palestinian government, protesters set tires on fire, sending a thick plume of black smoke over the city.

Trump’s dramatic break on Wednesday with decades of U.S. policy on Jerusalem counters long-standing 
international assurances to the Palestinians that the fate of the city will be determined in negotiations. The 
Palestinians seek Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem, captured by Israel in 1967, as a future capital.

Palestinians shuttered their schools and shops on Thursday to begin three “days of rage” over Trump’s 
decision. Rallies were underway in other West Bank cities, and a demonstration was being held outside 
the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem’s Old City.

There were no serious casualties reported in Thursday’s clashes. But Friday, the Muslim holy day, could 
provide an important test when Palestinians gather for weekly mass prayers.

In the Gaza Strip, Hamas’ leader Ismail Haniyeh called on Palestinians to launch a new intifada, or upris-
ing, against Israel on Friday.

“The American decision is an aggression on our people and a war on our sanctuaries,” Haniyeh said in 
a speech, urging supporters “to be ready for any orders.”

“We want the uprising to last and continue to let Trump and the occupation regret this decision,” he said.
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Hamas, a group that seeks Israel’s destruction, killed hundreds of Israelis in suicide bombings and other 

attacks in the early 2000s. But the group’s capabilities are more limited now. Gaza, Hamas’ stronghold, is 
closed by an Israeli blockade, while in the West Bank, many of its members have been arrested. Nonethe-
less, it possesses a large arsenal of rockets capable of striking much of Israel.

Spontaneous protests sparked in Gaza overnight, with angry youths burning tires, American and Israeli 
flags and Trump posters.

The Israeli military said it would deploy several battalions to the West Bank ahead of Friday, while other 
troops have been put on alert to address “possible developments.”

The conflicting claims to Jerusalem, and especially its Old City, where sensitive Jewish, Muslim and Chris-
tian holy sites are located, lie at the core of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. While Trump’s decision had no 
impact on the city’s daily life, it carried deep symbolic meaning, and was seen as siding with Israel and 
an attempt to impose a solution on the Palestinians.

Israel, which claims all of Jerusalem as its undivided capital, has welcomed Trump’s decision. Netanyahu 
said Trump “bound himself forever” to the history of Jerusalem with the move and claimed other states 
are considering following suit.

“We are already in contact with other states that will make a similar recognition,” he said at the Foreign 
Ministry on Thursday.

Anger at the U.S. has rippled across the Arab world.
Saudi Arabia’s royal court, led by King Salman and his powerful son, condemned the Trump administra-

tion’s decision in a rare public rebuke by the U.S. ally. The regional powerhouse, which could help the 
White House push through a Middle East settlement, said Thursday the kingdom had already warned 
against this step and “continues to express its deep regret at the U.S. administration’s decision,” describing 
it “unjustified and irresponsible.”

Trump’s move puts the Sunni nation in a bind. The kingdom, particularly its powerful crown prince, 
Mohammad Bin Salman, enjoys close relations with Trump and his son-in-law Jared Kushner, who leads 
Trump’s efforts to restart Mideast peace talks.

U.S. Embassies across much of the Middle East and parts of Africa warned American citizens of possible 
protests following Trump’s move.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has suggested that with Trump’s move, the United States disquali-
fied itself as mediator between Israelis and Palestinians, a role it has played exclusively in more than two 
decades of stop-and-go negotiations aimed at setting up a Palestinian state alongside Israel.

The talks, stalled in recent years, have failed to bring the Palestinians closer to the state the seek in the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem, lands Israel captured in the 1967 Mideast war. In parallel, Israel 
has steadily expanded Jewish settlements on war-won lands, even as it said it wants to negotiate a deal.

Trump’s claim Wednesday that he still wants to pursue what he has called the “ultimate” Mideast deal 
was met by mounting skepticism.

“With its decision, the U.S. has isolated itself and Israel, and has pushed the area into a dangerous 
situation and stopped the peace process,” said Nabil Abu Rdeneh, a senior Abbas aid. “Without a doubt, 
this decision will not help at all in solving the problems in the area, but rather strengthen the extremists.”

Abbas has not said what steps he would take, if any. Later Thursday, he was to meet with his closest 
Arab ally, Jordan’s King Abdullah II, to coordinate positions.

Jordan plays a central role in the mounting controversy and, alongside other U.S. allies in the region, 
has slammed Trump’s decision on Jerusalem.

The king is seen as one of Washington’s most dependable partners in the battle against Islamic extrem-
ism in the region.

At the same time, the legitimacy of his Hashemite dynasty is closely linked to its special role in Jerusalem, 
as religious guardian of a key Muslim shrine in east Jerusalem. Jordan, which has a large population with 
Palestinian roots, cannot afford to be seen as soft on Muslim claims to the holy city.

The consultations between the monarch and Abbas will kick off a series of meetings in the Arab and 
Muslim world on how to respond to Trump.
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The Arab League, a group representing most states in the Middle East and North Africa, will meet Sat-

urday. Next week, Turkey will host a gathering of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, which has 57 
Arab and Muslim member states.

The region has been bracing for fallout from Trump’s seismic policy shift.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Thursday accused Trump of throwing the Mideast into a “ring 

of fire” and said his motives were difficult to fathom. “It’s not possible to understand what you are trying 
to get out of it,” Erdogan said, referring to Trump in a speech to a group of workers at Ankara’s airport.

___
Associated Press writers Fares Akram in Gaza City, Gaza Strip, and Aya Batrawy in Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates, contributed to this report.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. MIDDLE EAST BRACES FOR UNREST, NEW DIPLOMATIC MOVES
Palestinians shutter schools, shops, call for protests in the West Bank and Hamas calls for a new upris-

ing in a furious response to Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, as the Palestinian leader 
and Jordanian king meet to forge a new way ahead.

2. FOR PALESTINIANS, A GAME-CHANGER
The Palestinian leadership sees Trump’s declaration as a dangerous betrayal that is bound to propel them 

into a risky confrontation with Israel on the global stage and possibly at the International Criminal Court.
3. ‘THE FORECAST FOR TOMORROW IS PURPLE’
Southern California has never faced purple wind, which means “extreme,” until now. And that could 

reverse hard-won progress firefighters have made on wildfires.
4. AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT OKS SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
The move follows a bitter and divisive debate settled by the government polling voters in a much-criticized 

ballot survey that strongly endorsed change.
5. FRANKEN APPEARS ON BRINK OF RESIGNING
The Minnesota Democrat is facing fresh allegations of sexual misconduct and support from Senate col-

leagues is rapidly fading.
6. MOSUL EYE REVEALS IDENTITY
Shattering the wall of silence imposed by the Islamic State group in Iraq, 31-year-old historian, scholar 

and blogger Omar Mohammed, who gave a news feed to the world on Mosul’s suffering, unmasks himself 
to the AP.

7. ‘AMERICA’S FINEST CITY’ HAS DOWN AND OUT SIDE
Spiraling real estate values in San Diego leave more than 3,200 people living on the streets or in their 

cars and — most alarmingly — a deadly hepatitis A epidemic, AP finds.
8. WHAT IS BEGINNING TO RISE IN SPITE OF ‘TRUMP EFFECT’
Since bottoming out in April, the number of immigrants caught at the U.S. southern border has been 

increasing monthly.
9. POOR HEALTH AND HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR MEDICAID RECIPIENTS
Low-income adults on the government insurance program are prone to smoke, struggle with depression 

and obesity. But a new survey says they are also invested in their health, AP learns.
10. SCIENTISTS CALL FOR MORE RESEARCH ON POT MEDS FOR PETS
The move comes as more people anxious to relieve suffering in their pets are turning to oils and powders 

containing CBDs, a non-psychoactive component of marijuana.
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Australian Parliament allows same-sex marriages

By ROD McGUIRK, Associated Press
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Australia’s Parliament voted Thursday to allow same-sex marriage across 

the nation, following a bitter debate settled by a much-criticized government survey of voters that strongly 
endorsed change.

The public gallery in the House of Representatives erupted with applause when the bill passed. It changes 
the definition of marriage from solely between a man and a woman to “a union of two people” excluding 
all others. The legislation passed with a majority that wasn’t challenged, although five lawmakers regis-
tered their opposition.

The Senate passed the same legislation last week 43 votes to 12. After royal assent and other formali-
ties, the law will likely take effect in about a month, with the first weddings expected about a month later.

Champagne and tears of flowed in the halls of Parliament House as gay celebrities including Olympic 
champion swimmer Ian Thorpe and actress Magda Szubanski hugged lawmakers and ordinary folk in a 
party atmosphere.

“What an amazing day, I’m a little bit delirious, it’s extraordinary,” said Szubanski, who sat in the public 
gallery during Thursday’s daylong debate.

Thorpe thanked “our straight brothers and sisters” for strongly backing marriage equality in the two-
month postal survey.

“Quite literally without them voting for us, this would never have happened,” Thorpe said.
“It means that we’ve created an Australia that is more equitable, it’s more fair, it’s more just,” he added.
Amendments meant to safeguard freedoms of speech and religion for gay-marriage opponents were all 

rejected, though those issues may be considered later. The government has appointed a panel to examine 
how to safeguard religious freedoms once gay marriage is a reality in Australia.

Lawmakers advocating marriage equality had argued that the national postal survey in November man-
dated a change of the marriage definition alone, so changing the law should not be delayed by other 
considerations.

Gay marriage was endorsed by 62 percent of voters who responded to the postal ballot.
“It is now our job as members of Parliament to pass a fair bill that does not extend or create any new 

discriminations,” an emotional government lawmaker Warren Entsch, who helped draft the bill, told Parlia-
ment. “It is a strong bill that already strikes the right balance between equality and freedom of religion.”

“It’s an historic day for Australia today and I think the celebrations around the country when we finally 
... achieve marriage equality are going to be immense,” Janet Rice said before the vote. Rice is a minor 
Greens party senator who was only able to remain married to her transgender wife of 31 years, Penny, 
because Penny remained listed as male on her birth certificate.

Penny Wong, an opposition Labor Party senator who has two children with her lesbian partner, said, “I 
am feeling happy.”

Most gay rights advocates believed the government should have allowed marriages years ago and saw 
various ideas for a public survey as a delaying tactic. The U.N. Human Rights Committee had called the 
ballot survey “an unnecessary and divisive public opinion poll.”

The current bill allows churches and religious organizations to boycott gay weddings without violating 
Australian anti-discrimination laws.

Existing civil celebrants can also refuse to officiate at gay weddings, but celebrants registered after gay 
marriage becomes law would not be exempt from anti-discrimination laws.

One of the rejected amendments would have ensured Australians could speak freely about their tradi-
tional views of marriage without fear of legal action. It was proposed by Attorney-General George Brandis 
and supported by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, both gay marriage supporters.

Former Prime Minister Tony Abbott, who was a high-profile advocate of traditional marriage, told Parlia-
ment that Turnbull and opposition leader Bill Shorten had failed to deliver detailed protections for freedoms 
of speech, conscience and religion in the bill.
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“A promise was made by the leaders of this Parliament and the promise has not adequately been deliv-

ered on,” Abbott said.
Abbott pointed to an Australian teenager who lost her job for advocating against gay marriage on social 

media and an Australian Catholic bishop who was taken before a state anti-discrimination tribunal over 
a pamphlet he published extolling traditional marriage. The complaint against the bishop was dropped.

“The last thing we should want to do is to subject Australians to new forms of discrimination in place of 
old ones that are rightly gone,” he said.

Government lawmaker Trevor Evans ruled out an Australian equivalent of the U.S. Supreme Court case 
in which a baker who refused to provide a wedding cake for a gay couple argued he was exercising artistic 
freedom and was exempt from Colorado anti-discrimination laws.

“Let’s be honest here, for a case like that to arise in Australia, it would require a gay couple who care 
more about activism than about the success of their own wedding, to find a business operator who cares 
more about religious doctrine than the commercial success of their own small business, and for both of 
them to commit to having a fight,” Evans told Parliament.

“Typical Australians would genuinely question the bona fides of the players in a case like that and the 
slim prospects of that occurring doesn’t warrant the pages and pages of commentary and debate that 
have been dedicated to it,” he added.

Several gay marriage opponents in Turnbull’s conservative coalition have regarded marriage equality as 
inevitable and have welcomed an end to an issue that has long divided the government ranks.

Finance Minister Mathias Cormann, a same-sex marriage opponent who oversaw the postal ballot, said 
he felt “great satisfaction” that the issue was resolved.

“It was a polarizing issue on which good Australians had strongly and sincerely held views on both sides 
of the argument,” Cormann said.

The result is a political win for Turnbull, who became prime minister after deposing Abbott in 2015 in an 
internal government leadership ballot.

Abbott was head-butted by a gay rights advocate during the postal survey campaign in September. Kevin 
Rudd, a center-left Labor Party prime minister whom Abbott defeated in elections in 2013, blamed the 
postal ballot for an assault on his 19-year-old godson as he campaigned for marriage equality a week earlier.

Veteran gay rights campaigner Rodney Croome said he expected the first same-sex weddings in Australia 
would not take place until February.

The law will likely take effect after a month. State laws then require couples to give 28 days’ notice of 
their intention to marry, Croome said.

On Jerusalem, Trump delivers for supporters at home
By CATHERINE LUCEY, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s move to recognize the divided city of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital may have triggered a worldwide chorus of critics but the president had his ears closely 
tuned to his supporters at home.

For Trump, the proclamation was an important way to make good on a pledge to his political base, which 
includes evangelical Christians and pro-Israel Republicans eager for such a move.

“While previous presidents have made this a major campaign promise, they failed to deliver,” the presi-
dent declared Wednesday in announcing his decision. “Today, I am delivering.”

Those were words to savor for a president who’s been frustrated to see a number of key campaign 
pledges stalled or slowed — sometimes by a bitterly divided Congress, some by larger national or inter-
national concerns.

Repealing the Obama era health care law is a promise unfulfilled, much to Trump’s frustration. Withdraw-
ing from the North American Free Trade Agreement remains in his TBD column. And Congress has yet to 
approve money Trump has requested for his promised border wall.

The president counts the successful confirmation of Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch as a key victory. 
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And he has acted on certain other campaign pledges with some caveats:  He refused to recertify the Iran 
nuclear deal, but left the matter of new sanctions to Congress. He pulled the U.S. out of the Paris climate 
change agreement but left open the possibility of rejoining it later. And he ordered an end to a program 
protecting young immigrants brought illegally to the U.S. as kids, but gave Congress six months to find a 
way to protect them from deportation.

On Jerusalem, Trump had pledged during the 2016 campaign to recognize Israel’s claim to the city and 
to move the American embassy there from Tel Aviv. He’s now checked that box — although he offered 
no timeline for the embassy relocation and signed a waiver officially delaying any move for six months.

Steve Bannon, the president’s former chief strategist, repeatedly counseled the president to take the 
step as a means of holding to his campaign promise and energizing evangelical voters.

Observers were divided on how to score the president’s action.
“If I were keeping score, I would rate this as fulfilling a campaign promise,” said Bill Galston, a former 

Clinton administration official now at the Brookings Institution. “Any move is significant and the world is 
right to regard it as a serious step.”

But Douglas Brinkley, a presidential historian at Rice University, saw Trump’s words about the embassy 
as “just a grandiose statement on Jerusalem without a line in the sand.”

A host of world leaders had urged Trump in advance to reconsider his decision, warning that the action 
could have serious and immediate consequences in the tinder box of the Middle East.

But after Trump announced his plans from a White House room laden with Christmas decorations, his 
backers gleefully heralded the move.

An email from Trump’s campaign operation trumpeted: “Jerusalem: Another Promise Made and Promise 
Kept.” And conservative faith leader Ralph Reed, chairman of the Faith and Freedom Coalition, said in 
a statement that Trump “continues to deliver on his promise to the American people to strengthen the 
solidarity between the United States and the people of Israel.”

Critics warned the consequences could be dire, arguing that the move could inflame tensions in the 
volatile region and complicate Mideast peace efforts.

“My hope is it doesn’t change much, and we have a couple days of protest,” said Ilan Goldenberg, direc-
tor of the Middle East Security Program at the Center for a New American Security.

Aaron David Miller, a Middle East expert at the Wilson Center who has advised Republican and Demo-
cratic presidents, called the announcement a “triumph of domestic politics and personal ego” over “sound 
foreign policy.”

Trump insisted he was not trying to derail a peace agreement between Israel and Palestinians. He re-
peated the U.S. position that Jerusalem’s borders must still be worked out through negotiation, saying he 
wants “an agreement that is a great deal for the Israelis and a great deal for the Palestinians.”

The president hasn’t hesitated to assess his first year in office as a banner success, pointing to promises 
kept, such as the installation of Gorsuch on the Supreme Court.

During a recent speech in Missouri, Trump said: “I will tell you this in a non-braggadocios way. There 
has never been a 10-month president that has accomplished what we have accomplished.”

Trump’s critics see bold words, but said he often delivers half-measures or rhetoric.
“What he does is he wants to give the perception of campaign promises filled,” said Brinkley. “It’s making 

people feel there’s activity and boldness going on. But what it is is rhetorical boldness.”

AP Exclusive: Poor health and high expectations for Medicaid
By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — People on Medicaid are more prone to smoke, struggle with depression and obe-
sity, or rate their own health as fair or poor. But that’s not the whole story.

A new study suggests that low-income Medicaid recipients are also invested in their health, with 4 out 
of 5 saying they have a personal doctor, 3 out of 5 saying they eat healthy, and nearly half saying they 
exercise frequently.
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Experts say the analysis for The Associated Press by the Gallup-Sharecare Well-Being Index indicates 

that Medicaid could gain by putting more emphasis on prevention, and stressing better coordination of 
care. Such strategies are already employed by many workplace health plans and by Medicare.

Call it Medicaid’s health care challenge.
A federal-state program originally envisioned as a safety net for poor families and severely disabled 

people, Medicaid has grown to cover about 1 in 5 Americans, at a total cost of about $600 billion annu-
ally. In states that expanded Medicaid under former President Barack Obama’s health law, it’s become the 
insurer for many low-income working adults. The Trump administration tried to unravel Obama’s expan-
sion, but top officials have also said they want to work to better the health of Medicaid beneficiaries, not 
just pay medical bills.

“We now have emerging evidence in Medicare and commercial insurance of how care coordination and 
prevention can help patients with chronic conditions avoid costly hospitalizations and ER visits,” said Kavita 
Patel, a policy expert at the Brookings Institution who’s also a practicing physician. “This really should 
become the standard across Medicaid programs.”

In small town Stuttgart, Ark., Vickie Rose says Medicaid coverage is helping her try to quit smoking for 
good, which would entail shutting down a decades-long habit that once reached three packs a day.

“I’m not going to be able to stay out of hospitals if I don’t take matters into my own hands,” said Rose, 
who’s in her early 60s and has worked jobs from factory supervisor, to retail, to staffing an animal shelter. 
Sometimes she travels 20 miles to the Mid-Delta community health center in neighboring Clarendon for 
smoking cessation meetings.

“Instead of waiting on everyone else, this time I’m going to do it for myself,” said Rose.
Thirty-six percent of Medicaid recipients said they smoked in the Gallup-Sharecare study, compared to 

13 percent of those with employer or union health insurance, and 16 percent of Medicare beneficiaries.
The Gallup-Sharecare survey interviews about 500 people a day on health care issues, yielding a trove of 

data. The new analysis for AP compared health indicators among people with different types of coverage.
In other findings:
— Twenty-five percent of Medicaid beneficiaries said they are currently suffering from depression, com-

pared with 7 percent of those with employer coverage.
— Forty percent of people with Medicaid said they were in fair or poor health, compared with 11 percent 

of those in employer plans and 31 percent of those on Medicare.
— Thirty-six percent of Medicaid beneficiaries said they are obese, compared with 28 percent of people 

in employer plans, and 30 percent of those with Medicare.
Still, survey director Dan Witters said that’s only half the story.
“Just because they smoke more, doesn’t mean that they don’t have an interest in their health,” Witters 

said of those with Medicaid. “Their interest in their health is generally just as high as it is for other groups...
although I think they are swimming upstream.”

Having a low income has long been associated with poor health, but Witters said on questions such as 
exercise frequency, eating healthy, and eating fruits and vegetables, the answers from Medicaid recipients 
generally tracked those of people with workplace coverage.

In one counter-intuitive finding, 81 percent of Medicaid recipients said they had a personal doctor, about 
the same as 83 percent of those on employer plans. Because Medicaid pays less than private insurance or 
Medicare, a longstanding criticism is that beneficiaries might not be able to find a doctor who’ll see them. 
But most states now contract with private insurers to administer their programs, and those insurers must 
provide a physician network.

In theory the networks used by Medicaid insurers could also serve to promote prevention and care 
coordination, but Matt Salo, head of the National Association of Medicaid Directors, cautioned against a 
cut-and-paste approach that grafts on strategies used by employers.

“The Medicaid population is not just an employer population with less income,” said Salo. “It is people 
who have health conditions.”



Thursday, Dec. 07, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 151 ~ 19 of 56

Groton Daily Independent
Salo said he was struck by the high rates of depression in the survey. “Depression is inextricably linked 

to physical health and the ability to engage effectively in the work force,” he said.
Some states are trying to get ahead of the health challenges of their Medicaid beneficiaries. In Michigan, 

for example, people covered by expanded Medicaid complete an annual health assessment, somewhat 
similar to workplace wellness programs.

“We’ve got some figuring out to do,” Salo said.
The Gallup-Sharecare results are based on telephone interviews conducted Jan. 2-Nov. 5, with a random 

sample of 147,465 adults, aged 18 and older, living in all 50 U.S. states and Washington. D.C.
For the total sample of national adults, the margin of sampling error is plus or minus 1 percentage point. 

For Medicaid recipients, the margin of sampling error is plus or minus 1.6 percentage points.

California wind, and fire danger, hits unprecedented high
By AMANDA LEE MYERS and ANDREW DALTON, Associated Press

VENTURA, Calif. (AP) — Southern California has felt yellow wind, orange wind, and red wind. But never 
purple wind. Until now.

The color-coded system showing the expected strength of the winds driving the region’s fierce wildfires 
has reached uncharted territory, pushing past red, which means “high” into the color that means “extreme.”

“The forecast for tomorrow is purple,” said Ken Pimlott, director at the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection. “We’ve never used purple before.”

Southern California has already been hit hard by three major fires that have put tens of thousands of 
people under evacuation orders and destroyed at nearly 200 homes and buildings, a figure that is almost 
certain to grow.

But the hard-won progress of firefighters could be erased Thursday.
“We’re talking winds that can surface that can be 80 miles an hour,” Pimlott said. “These will be winds 

that there will no ability to fight fires.”
Such winds can instantly turn a tiny fire into a large one, or carry embers that spark new fires miles away.
Millions of cellphones buzzed loudly Tuesday night from San Diego to Santa Barbara with a sound that 

usually means an Amber Alert, but this time meant a rare weather warning for strong winds making ex-
treme fire danger.

Officials hope the electronic push will keep the whole region alert and keep the death toll from the 
week’s fires at zero.

Melissa Rosenzweig, 47, was briefly back home Tuesday after evacuating from her Ventura house, which 
has been spared so far while most on her street had burned in the largest and most destructive of the 
region’s fires. She and her husband were about to evacuate again, hoping they will get lucky twice as the 
new winds arrive.

“Heck yeah I’m still worried,” Rosenzweig said. “We’re very grateful but I know we’re not out of the woods.”
In what may have been an early sign of the 140-square-mile fire getting new life, several thousand new 

evacuations were ordered late Tuesday night in Ojai, a town of artists and resorts. The blaze had been 
creeping there already, but an increase in winds pushed it close enough for many more to flee.

The wilder winds could easily send  make new fires explode too, as one did Wednesday in Los Angeles’ 
exclusive Bel-Air section, where a fire consumed multimillion-dollar houses that give the rich and famous 
sweeping views of Los Angeles.

Little flame was visible by late Tuesday, but in the morning fire exploded on the steep slopes of Sepulveda 
Pass, closing a section of heavily traveled Interstate 405 and destroying four homes.

Flames burned a wine storage shed at media mogul Rupert Murdoch’s 16-acre (6.5-hectare) Moraga Vine-
yards estate and appeared to have damaged about 7 acres (2.8 hectares) of vines, a spokeswoman said.

Across the wide I-405 freeway from the fire, the Getty Center art complex was closed to protect its 
collection from smoke damage. Many schools across Los Angeles were closed because of poor air quality 
and classes were canceled at 265 schools Thursday.
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Back in the beachside city of Ventura, the fire killed more than two dozen horses at a stable and had 

destroyed at least 150 structures, a number that was expected to get far bigger as firefighters are able 
to assess losses.

Air tankers that had been grounded much of the week because of high winds flew on Wednesday, drop-
ping flame retardant. Firefighters rushed to attack the fires before winds picked up again.

“We’re basically in an urban firefight in Ventura, where if you can keep that house from burning, you 
might be able to slow the fire down,” said Tim Chavez, a fire behavior specialist at the blaze. “But that’s 
about it.”

___
Dalton reported from Los Angeles. Associated Press Writers Brian Melley, Robert Jablon, Michael Balsamo, 

John Antczak, Jae Hong and Reed Saxon in Los Angeles contributed to this report.
___
For complete coverage of the California wildfires, click here: https://apnews.com/tag/Wildfires

N. Korea says war is inevitable as allies continue war games
By KIM TONG-HYUNG, Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea says a nuclear war on the Korean Peninsula has become a 
matter of when, not if, as it continued to lash out at a massive joint military exercise between the United 
States and South Korea involving hundreds of advanced warplanes.

In comments attributed to an unnamed Foreign Ministry spokesman, North Korea also claimed high-
ranked U.S. officials, including CIA Director Mike Pompeo, have further confirmed American intent for war 
with a series of “bellicose remarks.”

Pompeo said Saturday that U.S. intelligence agencies believe North Korean leader Kim Jong Un doesn’t 
have a good idea about how tenuous his situation is domestically and internationally. The North’s spokes-
man said Pompeo provoked the country by “impudently criticizing our supreme leadership which is the 
heart of our people.”

“We do not wish for a war but shall not hide from it, and should the U.S. miscalculate our patience and 
light the fuse for a nuclear war, we will surely make the U.S. dearly pay the consequences with our mighty 
nuclear force which we have consistently strengthened,” the spokesman said.

The comments were carried by the official Korean Central News Agency late Wednesday, hours after 
the United States flew a B-1B supersonic bomber over South Korea as part of a massive combined aerial 
exercise involving hundreds of warplanes. North Korean propaganda is often filled with extreme claims 
and threats, and the spokesman’s comments were consistent with the tone of previous statements con-
demning Washington and Seoul.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said the Guam-based bomber simulated land strikes at a military field 
near South Korea’s eastern coast during a drill with U.S. and South Korean fighter jets.

“Through the drill, the South Korean and U.S. air forces displayed the allies’ strong intent and ability to 
punish North Korea when threatened by nuclear weapons and missiles,” the South Korean military said 
in a statement.

B-1Bs flyovers have become an increasingly familiar show of force to North Korea, which after three 
intercontinental ballistic missile tests has clearly moved closer toward building a nuclear arsenal that could 
viably target the U.S. mainland.

The five-day drills that began Monday involve more than 200 aircraft, including six U.S. F-22 and 18 F-35 
stealth fighters.

North Korea hates such displays of American military might at close range and typically uses strong 
language to condemn them as invasion rehearsals. It has been particularly sensitive about B-1B bombers, 
describing them as “nuclear strategic” although the planes were switched to conventional weaponry in 
the mid-1990s.
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Bel-Air wildfire joins the siege across Southern California

By MICHAEL BALSAMO and BRIAN MELLEY, Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A wildfire erupted in Los Angeles’ exclusive Bel-Air section Wednesday as yet 

another part of Southern California found itself under siege from an outbreak of wind-whipped blazes that 
have consumed multimillion-dollar houses and tract homes alike.

Hundreds of homes across the L.A. metropolitan area and beyond were feared destroyed since Monday, 
but firefighters were only slowly managing to make their way into some of the hard-hit areas for an ac-
curate count.

As many as five fires have closed highways, schools and museums, shut down production of TV series 
and cast a hazardous haze over the region. About 200,000 people were under evacuation orders. No 
deaths and only a few injuries were reported.

From the beachside city of Ventura, where rows of homes were leveled, to the rugged foothills north of 
Los Angeles, where more than two dozen horses died at a boarding stable, to Bel-Air, where the rich and 
famous have sweeping views of L.A. below, fierce Santa Ana winds sweeping in from the desert fanned 
the flames and fears.

“God willing, this will slow down so the firefighters can do their job,” said Maurice Kaboud, who ignored 
an evacuation order and stood in his backyard with a garden hose at the ready.

Air tankers that were grounded most of Tuesday because of high winds flew on Wednesday, dropping 
flame retardant. Firefighters rushed to attack the fires before winds picked up again.

They were expected to gust as high as 80 mph (about 130 kph) overnight into Thursday, possibly cre-
ating unprecedented fire danger. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, which uses 
a color-coded wind index, issued a purple forecast, the most severe, for the first time ever, director Ken 
Pimlott said.

“They’re going to be extreme tomorrow,” Pimlott said. “We need to have everybody’s heads up — heads 
on a swivel — and pay very close attention.”

Before dawn Wednesday, flames exploded on the steep slopes of Sepulveda Pass, closing a section of 
heavily traveled Interstate 405 and destroying four homes in Bel-Air, where houses range from $2 million 
to tens of millions of dollars.

Firefighters hosed down a burning Tudor-style house as helicopters dropped water on hillsides to protect 
homes from the 150-acre (60-hectare) blaze.

A Christmas tree saved from the flames was in the front yard of a burned-out house and a large paint-
ing was propped against a Range Rover.

Flames burned a wine storage shed at media mogul Rupert Murdoch’s 16-acre (6.5-hectare) Moraga Vine-
yards estate and appeared to have damaged about 7 acres (2.8 hectares) of vines, a spokeswoman said.

Bel-Air was the site of a catastrophic fire in 1961 that burned nearly 500 homes. Burt Lancaster and Zsa 
Zsa Gabor were among the celebrities who lost houses.

Across the wide I-405 freeway from the fire, the Getty Center art complex was closed to protect its 
collection from smoke damage. Many schools across Los Angeles were closed because of poor air quality 
and classes were canceled at 265 schools Thursday.

UCLA, at the edge of the Bel-Air evacuation zone, canceled afternoon classes and its evening basketball 
game. Students on campus wore dust and surgical masks.

By late afternoon, firefighters said they had controlled the fire’s advance.
Production of HBO’s “Westworld” and the CBS show “S.W.A.T.” was suspended because of the danger 

to cast and crew from two nearby fires.
In Ventura County northwest of L.A., the biggest and most destructive of the wildfires grew beyond 100 

square miles  (259 square kilometers) and had nearly reached the Pacific on Tuesday night after starting 
30 miles (about 45 kilometers) inland a day earlier.

The fire destroyed at least 150 structures, but incident commander Todd Derum said he suspects hun-
dreds of homes have been lost.
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Along a stretch of a hilly subdivision with stunning ocean and mountain views above Ventura, about 65 

homes were razed. Fewer than 30 houses still stood in the same area, where embers glowed and trees 
smoldered. Homes farther up the road fared much better, with only two burned and 42 intact.

While winds were calmer Wednesday, the fire remained active around Ventura, spreading along the 
coast to the west and up into the mountains around the community of Ojai and into the agricultural city 
of Santa Paula.

“We’re basically in an urban firefight in Ventura, where if you can keep that house from burning, you 
might be able to slow the fire down,” said Tim Chavez, a fire behavior specialist at the blaze. “But that’s 
about it.”

___
Amanda Lee Myers in Ventura and John Antczak, Jae Hong, Reed Saxon in Los Angeles contributed to 

this report.
___
For complete coverage of the California wildfires, click here: https://apnews.com/tag/Wildfires

As Franken’s support collapses, Democrats expect resignation
By ANDREW TAYLOR, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — His once-promising political career in shambles, Minnesota Sen. Al Franken ap-
peared on the verge of resigning after fellow Democrats led by female senators abandoned him Wednesday 
over the mounting allegations of sexual misconduct that are roiling Capitol Hill.

A majority of the Senate’s Democrats called on the two-term lawmaker to get out after another woman 
emerged Wednesday saying he forcibly tried to kiss her in 2006. That brought to at least seven the number 
of women accusing him of sexual impropriety.

Franken, the former comedian who made his name on “Saturday Night Live,” scheduled an announce-
ment for Thursday. No topic was specified, but Democratic senators said they expected their liberal col-
league to resign.

“Enough is enough,” said Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand of New York. “We need to draw a line in the sand and 
say none of it is OK, none of it is acceptable, and we, as elected leaders, should absolutely be held to a 
higher standard.”

Gillibrand was the first to call for Franken’s resignation on Wednesday, but a torrent of Democrats quickly 
followed.

“I’m shocked and appalled by Sen. Franken’s behavior,” said Sen. Patty Murray of Washington state. 
“It’s clear to me that this has been a deeply harmful, persistent problem and a clear pattern over a long 
period of time. It’s time for him to step aside.”

Though the writing appeared to be on the wall, Franken’s departure was not certain. A tweet posted 
Wednesday evening on Franken’s Twitter account said: “Senator Franken is talking with his family at this 
time and plans to make an announcement in D.C. tomorrow. Any reports of a final decision are inaccurate.”

Late in the day, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York added his voice.
“I consider Senator Franken a dear friend and greatly respect his accomplishments, but he has a higher 

obligation to his constituents and the Senate, and he should step down immediately,” Schumer said.
Schumer called Franken immediately after the latest allegation — and before the torrent of demands for 

Franken’s resignation from Democrats — and told him he needed to resign, said a Democrat familiar with 
the events. Schumer met later in his apartment with Franken and Franken’s wife, Franni, and repeated that 
message, and he did the same in additional talks with the senator throughout the day, said the Democrat, 
who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.

Democratic National Committee Chairman Tom Perez weighed in, too, asking Franken to resign and 
saying, “Sexual misconduct, harassment and assault have no place in the Democratic Party, the United 
States Congress, the White House or anywhere.”

The resignation demands came in rapid succession even though Franken on Wednesday vehemently 
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denied the new accusation that came from a former Democratic congressional aide, who said he tried to 
forcibly kiss her after a taping of his radio show in 2006.

The woman, who was not identified, told Politico that Franken pursued her after her boss had left and 
she was collecting her belongings. She said that she ducked to avoid his lips and that Franken told her: 
“It’s my right as an entertainer.”

Franken, in a statement, said the idea he would claim such conduct as a right was “preposterous.”
But it was soon clear that his position had become untenable, and his office later issued a statement 

saying, “Senator Franken will be making an announcement tomorrow. More details to come.”
Fellow Democratic Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar, who spoke to Franken, wrote on Twitter, “I am con-

fident he will make the right decision.”
Capitol Hill has long had a culture that has erred on the side of protecting lawmakers. Franken, who is 

generally liked and respected by his colleagues, was initially afforded deference as he battled the initial 
allegations against him. But as the number of accusations grew, women in the Senate, who faced pressure 
from the public and the media for protecting Franken, grew increasingly frustrated.

The pressure only mounted Tuesday, when Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., resigned after numerous al-
legations of sexual misconduct.

Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., who spoke to Franken, said, “He’s devastated. He’s ashamed and he’s 
sorry and everything that he’s been saying and it’s hard, but I told him, Al, at the end of the day, this was 
wrong and so I’m sorry, but this is what we’re going to have to do.”

One irony: While Franken apparently is departing, Alabama GOP Senate candidate Roy Moore could be 
arriving, if he prevails in a Dec. 12 special election. Multiple women have accused the 70-year-old Moore 
of sexual misconduct with them when they were teens and he was a deputy district attorney in his 30s. If 
Moore is elected, it could create a political nightmare for Republicans, who have promised an ethics probe.

Perez, the DNC chair, was quick to point out the difference, saying in a statement, “Instead of standing 
up for women and confronting the problems of misconduct within their own ranks, the Republican Party 
has chosen to pursue power and push their radical far-right agenda at any cost.”

A national conversation about sexual harassment has intensified this fall after the heavily publicized case 
of movie mogul Harvey Weinstein, who was accused of many acts of sexual misconduct, including rape, 
by actresses and other women. Just on Wednesday, Time magazine named as its person of the year the 
“silence breakers” — women who have come forward on sexual harassment.

Punishment has been swift for leaders in entertainment, media and sports while members of Congress 
have tried to survive the onslaught of allegations.

Franken already faced a Senate Ethics Committee investigation into previous claims by several other 
women that he groped them or sought to forcibly kiss them.

The allegations began in mid-November when Leeann Tweeden, now a Los Angeles radio anchor, ac-
cused him of forcibly kissing her during a 2006 USO tour in Afghanistan.

Other allegations followed, including a woman who says Franken put his hand on her buttocks as they 
posed for a photo at the Minnesota State Fair in 2010. Two women told the Huffington Post that Franken 
squeezed their buttocks at political events during his first campaign for the Senate in 2008. A fourth woman, 
an Army veteran, alleged Franken cupped her breast during a photo on a USO tour in 2003.

Franken has apologized for his behavior but has also disputed some of the allegations.
Franken was first elected to the Senate in 2008, defeating Republican Norm Coleman in a bitter recount 

that took seven months. Franken won that race despite attacks over bawdy humor and writings dating 
back to his days on NBC’s “Saturday Night Live,” including a proposed skit joking about rape.

Franken said then that he regretted such writings, and once in the Senate, he cultivated a serious and 
policy-oriented image. Throughout his eight years in office, he fashioned a reputation as a populist Demo-
crat and fueled speculation that he might run for president in 2020.

___
Associated Press writers Juliet Linderman in Washington and Jay Reeves in Birmingham, Alabama, con-

tributed to this report.
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Trump declares Jerusalem Israeli capital, smashing US policy

By MATTHEW LEE and BRADLEY KLAPPER, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump shattered decades of unwavering U.S. neutrality on 

Jerusalem Wednesday, declaring the sorely divided holy city as Israel’s capital and sparking frustrated 
Palestinians to cry out that he had destroyed already-fragile Mideast hopes for peace.

Defying dire, worldwide warnings, Trump insisted that after repeated peace failures it was past time for a 
new approach, starting with what he said was his decision merely based on reality to recognize Jerusalem 
as the seat of Israel’s government. He also said the United States would move its embassy from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem, though he set no timetable.

“We cannot solve our problems by making the same failed assumptions and repeating the same failed 
strategies of the past,” Trump said, brushing aside the appeals for caution from around the world.

Harsh objections came from a wide array of presidents and prime ministers. From the Middle East to 
Europe and beyond, leaders cautioned Trump that any sudden change on an issue as sensitive as Jerusalem 
not only risks blowing up the new Arab-Israeli peace initiative led by Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner, 
but could lead to new violence in the region.

No government beyond Israel spoke up in praise of Trump or suggested it would follow his lead.
Israelis and Palestinians reacted in starkly different terms. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu hailed 

Trump’s announcement as an “important step toward peace,” and Israeli opposition leaders echoed his 
praise. But Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said Trump’s shift serves extremist groups that want 
religious war and signals U.S. withdrawal from being a peace mediator. Protesters in Gaza burned Ameri-
can and Israeli flags.

Trump’s declaration of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital is a powerfully symbolic statement about a city that 
houses many of the world’s holiest sites. Trump cited several: the Western Wall that surrounded the Jews’ 
ancient Temple, the Stations of the Cross that depict Jesus along his crucifixion path, the al-Asqa Mosque 
where Muslims say their Prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven.

And there are major ramifications over who should control the territory. The United States has never 
endorsed the Jewish state’s claim of sovereignty over any part of Jerusalem and has seen the city’s future 
as indelibly linked to the “deal of the century” between Israel and the Palestinians that Trump believes he 
can reach. Beyond Kushner, Trump has dispatched other top emissaries to the region in recent months in 
hopes of advancing new negotiations.

Trump said he wasn’t delivering any verdict about where an Israeli-Palestinian border should lie. Instead, 
he described his Jerusalem declaration as recognizing the reality that most of Israel’s government already 
operates from the city, and he suggested the U.S. ally should be rewarded for creating a successful de-
mocracy where “people of all faiths are free to live and worship.”

“Today we finally acknowledge the obvious,” he said, emphasizing that he wouldn’t follow past presidents 
who tiptoed around Jerusalem out of diplomatic caution.

U.S. embassies and consulates around the world were put on high alert. Across the Middle East and 
Europe, they issued warnings to Americans to watch out for violent protests. In Jordan, home to a large 
Palestinian population, the U.S. said it would close its embassy to the public Thursday and urged children 
of diplomats there to stay home from school.

Later Wednesday, the State Department issued an updated “Worldwide Caution” to U.S. citizens abroad, 
advising travelers to “be alert to the possibility of political unrest, violence, demonstrations, and criminal 
activities.”

There was little in Trump’s statement to encourage the Palestinians. Although he recited the longstanding 
U.S. position that Jerusalem’s borders must still be worked out through negotiation, he made no recogni-
tion of the Palestinian claims to east Jerusalem.

For the first time, Trump did appear to endorse the concept of an independent Palestine existing alongside 
Israel. Yet even that idea appeared conditional, as he said he’d promote the “two-state solution” if both 
sides agreed. Netanyahu’s government is dominated by hardliners who oppose Palestinian independence.
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Trump made no reference to signing a waiver that officially delays any move of the U.S. Embassy from 

Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, but the White House confirmed he signed the waiver Wednesday. It means there 
will be no embassy move for at least another six months. Establishing a Jerusalem embassy was a major 
campaign promise of Trump’s and one that officials said he focused on in discussions with top advisers 
in recent weeks.

On Wednesday he focused on his directive to the State Department to begin a process of moving the 
embassy as required by U.S. law, however many years that might take. After his speech, he signed a 
proclamation to that effect.

In Germany, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said work will begin immediately to identify a site.
A non-governmental expert on the Middle East who consults regularly with the White House said the 

Trump administration had opted against an earlier plan of converting the existing U.S. Consulate in Jeru-
salem to an embassy. Instead, it’s looking to construct an entirely new facility, said the individual, who 
wasn’t authorized to disclose private conversations with U.S. officials and requested anonymity.

In making his decision, Trump overruled more cautious counsel from Tillerson and Defense Secretary 
James Mattis, who voiced concern about endangering U.S. diplomats and troops in Muslim countries, ac-
cording to officials briefed on internal administration deliberations. Those officials were not authorized to 
publicly discuss the matter and spoke on condition of anonymity.

“There will of course be disagreement and dissent regarding this announcement — but we are confident 
that ultimately, as we work through these disagreements, we will arrive at a place of greater understanding 
and cooperation,” Trump said. He said he intends “to do everything in my power to help forge” a peace 
agreement.

___
Associated Press writers Josef Federman in Jerusalem; Karin Laub in Amman, Jordan, and Josh Leder-

man in Brussels.

Travel ban faces scrutiny from judges who blocked it before
By GENE JOHNSON, Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — Three federal appeals court judges who blocked President Donald Trump’s second 
travel ban earlier this year had some skeptical questions about his third and latest set of restrictions on 
travelers from six mostly Muslim nations during oral arguments on Wednesday.

Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals Judges Ronald Gould, Richard Paez and Michael Hawkins heard argu-
ments in Seattle on Hawaii’s challenge to the ban.

The hearing came just two days after the U.S. Supreme Court announced that it was allowing the restric-
tions to go into effect at least until the 9th Circuit panel and their colleagues on the Richmond, Virginia-
based 4th Circuit had a chance to rule on separate lawsuits against the ban.

Debate over the restrictions has centered on whether they constitute a legitimate exercise of national 
security powers or the “Muslim ban” Trump promised during his campaign.

But much of Wednesday’s arguments focused on a narrower point: whether the president satisfied im-
migration law in issuing his latest travel order, which targets 150 million potential travelers from Chad, 
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Syria and Yemen.

In June, Gould, Paez and Hawkins blocked Trump’s second travel ban, saying he had not made a required 
finding that the entry of people affected by that measure would be detrimental to U.S. interests.

Neal Katyal, the former U.S. solicitor general representing Hawaii, insisted that Trump had failed again 
and did not have authority to issue his latest travel restrictions.

“They have not made the findings this court called for,” Katyal said. “They came back with zero.”
Deputy Assistant Attorney General Hashim Mooppan noted that the government had conducted a 90-

day, multi-agency review, after which Trump determined that certain countries do not provide enough 
information to sufficiently vet their citizens’ backgrounds.

The ban is needed to keep out “foreign nationals about whom the United States Government lacks suf-
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ficient information to assess the risks they pose to the United States,” the president said in his September 
proclamation announcing the latest travel restrictions.

“You might disagree with the finding, but you can’t disagree that the finding was made,” Mooppan said.
Hawaii Attorney General Douglas Chin said after the hearing that determining there’s insufficient informa-

tion to vet the foreigners is not the same as concluding their admission to the U.S. would be detrimental.
The government, he said, “didn’t tell us why the existing system isn’t working.”
Citing national security concerns, Trump announced his initial travel ban on citizens of certain Muslim-

majority nations in late January, bringing havoc and protests to airports around the country. A federal judge 
in Seattle soon blocked it, and courts since then have wrestled with the restrictions as the administration 
has rewritten them.

The latest version blocks travelers from the listed countries to varying degrees, allowing for students from 
some of the countries while blocking other business travelers and tourists, and allowing for admissions 
on a case-by-case basis. It also blocks travel by North Koreans along with some Venezuelan government 
officials and their families, although those parts of the restrictions are not at issue in the courts.

Mooppan argued that courts do not have the authority to consider claims that the president’s actions 
violate federal immigration law, though he said it’s conceivable courts could consider claims that the ac-
tions violate the constitution.

That assertion drew skeptical questioning from the judges, including a hypothetical from Gould: What if 
the president decided to bar anyone who’s not a U.S. citizen?

Mooppan said even such a drastic action could not be reviewed by the courts unless Congress authorized 
them to do so.

Paez questioned the legitimacy of the administration’s rationale for the restrictions, noting the exceptions 
for student visas: If those governments don’t provide sufficient information, why allow anyone in?

Mooppan said the restrictions are carefully tailored to for each country, and designed in part to encour-
age them to be more forthcoming with the U.S. The exceptions also demonstrate the government is not 
engaged in banning Muslims, he said.

There was some discussion of the president’s public statements concerning Muslims. Katyal noted that 
Trump continues to stoke anti-Islam sentiments. Last week he drew a sharp condemnation from British 
Prime Minister Theresa May’s office when he retweeted a string of inflammatory videos from a fringe Brit-
ish political group purporting to show violence committed by Muslims.

Gould said the panel would rule “as soon as practical,” noting the Supreme Court had suggested in its 
order this week that the appeals courts rule with appropriate urgency. Arguments are due to be held Friday 
before a full complement of 13 4th Circuit judges.

America’s homeless population rises for first time in years
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER and GEOFF MULVIHILL, Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The nation’s homeless population increased this year for the first time since 2010, 
driven by a surge in the number of people living on the streets in Los Angeles and other West Coast cities.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development released its annual Point in Time count 
Wednesday, a report that showed nearly 554,000 homeless people across the country during local tallies 
conducted in January. That figure is up nearly 1 percent from 2016.

Of that total, 193,000 people had no access to nightly shelter and instead were staying in vehicles, tents, 
the streets and other places considered uninhabitable. The unsheltered figure is up by more than 9 percent 
compared to two years ago.

Increases are higher in several West Coast cities, where the explosion in homelessness has prompted 
at least 10 city and county governments to declare states of emergency since 2015.

City officials, homeless advocates and those living on the streets point to a main culprit: the region’s 
booming economy .

Rents have soared beyond affordability for many lower-wage workers who until just a just few years 
ago could typically find a place to stay. Now, even a temporary setback can be enough to leave them out 
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on the streets.

“A lot of people in America don’t realize they might be two checks, three checks, four checks away from 
being homeless,” said Thomas Butler Jr., who stays in a carefully organized tent near a freeway ramp in 
downtown Los Angeles.

Butler said he was in transitional housing — a type of program that prepares people for permanent 
homes — for a while but mostly has lived on the streets for the past couple of years.

The numbers in the report back up what many people in California, Oregon and Washington have been 
experiencing in their communities: encampments sprouting along freeways and rivers; local governments 
struggling to come up with money for long-term solutions; conflicts over whether to crack down on street 
camping and even feeding the homeless.

The most alarming consequence of the West Coast homeless explosion is a deadly hepatitis A outbreak 
that has affected Los Angeles, Santa Cruz and San Diego, the popular tourist destination in a county 
where more than 5,600 people now live on the streets or in their cars. The disease is spread through a 
liver-damaging virus that lives in feces.

The outbreak prompted California officials to declare a state of emergency in October.
The HUD report underscores the severity of the problem along the West Coast.
While the overall homeless population in California, Oregon and Washington grew by 14 percent over the 

past two years, the part of that population considered unsheltered climbed 23 percent to 108,000. That 
is in part due a shortage of affordable housing.

In booming Seattle, for example, the HUD report shows the unsheltered population grew by 44 percent 
over two years to nearly 5,500.

The homeless service area that includes most of Los Angeles County, the epicenter of the crisis, saw 
its total homeless count top 55,000 people, up by more than 13,000 from 2016. Four out of every five 
homeless individuals there are considered unsheltered, leaving tens of thousands of people with no place 
to sleep other than the streets or parks.

By comparison, while New York City’s homeless population grew to more than 76,000, only about 5 per-
cent are considered unsheltered thanks to a system that can get people a cot under a roof immediately.

In the West Coast states, the surge in homelessness has become part of the fabric of daily life.
The Monty, a bar in the Westlake neighborhood near downtown Los Angeles, usually doesn’t open until 

8 p.m. Partner and general manager Corey Allen said that’s because a nearby shelter requires people stay-
ing there to be in the building by 7. Waiting until after that to open means the streets outside are calmer.

Allen said the homeless have come into his bar to bathe in the restroom wash basins, and employees 
have developed a strategy for stopping people from coming in to panhandle among customers.

Seventy-eight-year-old Theodore Neubauer sees the other side of it. Neubauer says he served in Vietnam 
but now lives in a tent in downtown Los Angeles. He is surrounded by thriving business and entertain-
ment districts, and new apartments that are attracting scores of young people to the heart of the nation’s 
second most populous city.

“Well, there’s a million-dollar view,” he said.
Helping those like Neubauer is a top policy priority and political issue in Los Angeles.
Since last year, voters in the city and Los Angeles County have passed a pair of tax-boosting ballot ini-

tiatives to raise an expected $4.7 billion over the next decade for affordable housing and services for the 
homeless. HUD Secretary Ben Carson praised the region for dealing with the issue and not relying solely 
on the federal government.

“We need to move a little bit away from the concept that only the government can solve the problem,” 
he said.

But Mayor Eric Garcetti said that insufficient federal funding for affordable housing and anti-homelessness 
programs are part of the reason for the city’s current crisis.

“Los Angeles’ homelessness crisis was not created in a vacuum, and it cannot be solved by L.A. alone,” 
Garcetti said in a statement.

Excluding the Los Angeles region, total homelessness nationwide would have been down by about 1.5 
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percent compared with 2016.

The California counties of Sacramento, which includes the state capital, and Alameda, which is home to 
Oakland, also had one-year increases of more than 1,000 homeless people.

In contrast, the HUD report showed a long-running decline in homelessness continuing in most other 
regions. Nationally, the overall homeless number was down by 13 percent since 2010 and the unsheltered 
number has dropped by 17 percent over that seven-year span, although some changes in methodology 
and definitions over the years can affect comparisons.

Places where the numbers went down included Atlanta, Philadelphia, Miami, the Denver area and Hawaii, 
which declared a statewide homelessness emergency in 2015.

The homeless point-in-time survey is based on counts at shelters and on the streets. While imperfect, 
it attempts to represent how many people are homeless at a given time. Those who work regularly with 
the homeless say it is certainly an undercount, although many advocates and officials believe it correctly 
identifies trend lines.

The report is submitted to Congress and used by government agencies as a factor in distributing money 
for programs designed to help the homeless.

___
Mulvihill reported from Cherry Hill, New Jersey. AP videographer Krysta Fauria and photographer Jae 

Hong in Los Angeles contributed to this report.
___
Follow Weber at http://twitter.com/WeberCM and Mulvihill at http://www.twitter.com/geoffmulvihill
___
For AP’s complete coverage of the homeless crisis, click here: https://apnews.com/tag/HomelessCrisis

Congress seems on track to avert weekend government shutdown
By ALAN FRAM and ANDREW TAYLOR, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Despite incendiary words from President Donald Trump, Congress seemed on track 
Wednesday to approving legislation that would avert a partial government shutdown over the weekend as 
all sides seemed ready to avert a confrontation — for now.

Increasingly confident House leaders planned a Thursday vote on a bill that would keep federal agencies 
functioning through Dec. 22, and Senate approval was expected to follow. Even the head of the conserva-
tive House Freedom Caucus, whose members have been threatening to oppose the measure, predicted 
passage.

“No one wants a shutdown, including Freedom Caucus members,” Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., told 
reporters.

The moderated tone reflected a sense within both parties that though major differences remain over 
spending, immigration, health care and other issues, this was no time for a headline-grabbing government 
closure.

Republicans want the public focus to be on the party’s prized $1.5 trillion tax bill, which they hope to 
enact by Christmas. They also have no interest in a shutdown that would raise questions about their abil-
ity to govern.

While many Democrats seemed likely to oppose the measure, enough were expected to support it in 
the Senate to allow its passage there. They know they’d still have leverage on subsequent bills needed to 
keep the government running.

Congressional leaders of both parties planned to meet Trump at the White House on Thursday to bargain 
over long-term spending limits and other issues that have become entangled with lawmakers’ year-end work.

But Trump unexpectedly tossed a hand grenade into the mix when he told reporters that a shutdown 
“could happen” and blamed Democrats. He said they want “illegal immigrants pouring into our country, 
bringing with them crime, tremendous amounts of crime.”

His comments drew a tweet from House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., who called Trump “the 
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only person talking about a government shutdown.”

Trump tweeted similar attacks on Democratic leaders shortly before a meeting that was scheduled last 
week, prompting angered Democrats to boycott it.

This time, the White House followed up with a more accommodating statement that praised Pelosi and 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer. The written statement said Trump was glad the two top Demo-
crats had decided to “put their responsibility to the American people above partisanship” and said Trump 
was anticipating productive talks between “leaders who put their differences aside.”

Later, the White House issued another statement indicating Trump would sign the two-week spending 
extension and laying out its goals for upcoming budget bargaining. It said money for the military includ-
ing missile defense and security along the border with Mexico “must be prioritized in a long-term funding 
agreement.”

The two-week bill is aimed at giving negotiators more time to settle differences. The measure also 
makes money available to several states that are running out of funds for the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, a widely popular program that provides medical care to more than 8 million children.

Democrats have been using their leverage to insist on spending boosts for health care, infrastructure 
and other domestic programs that would match increases Republicans want for defense.

Democrats are also seeking an agreement to extend protections for hundreds of thousands of immigrants 
who arrived in the U.S. illegally as children. Trump ended safeguards against deportation three months 
ago but has expressed an openness to restoring them.

Meadows said the Freedom Caucus had not taken a final position on whether it will back the short-term 
bill, but he and several others stopped short of saying they’d oppose it.

Conservative leaders met with top House Republicans and said they were seeking a strategy to reduce 
Democrats’ budget leverage by quickly approving a full-year budget for the military. It was unclear how 
Republicans could prevent Senate Democrats from blocking such a move.

The roughly 30-member caucus has been trying to win promises of tight budget curbs and other con-
cessions from leaders in exchange for backing the short-term bill. Without support from many of them, 
Republicans would need votes from Democrats to push the temporary spending measure through the 
House, and Democrats have not said what they will do.

Democratic votes for any budget measure will be crucial in the Senate, where Republicans by themselves 
lack the 60 votes needed to approve the legislation.

___
AP reporter Ken Thomas contributed.

Black political machine tested again in Atlanta mayor race
By ERRIN HAINES WHACK, AP Race & Ethnicity Writer

Atlanta voters woke up to deja vu Wednesday in the racially polarized contest to choose the city’s next 
mayor, with one candidate laying claim to City Hall while the other vowed to seek a recount over a margin 
of just 759 votes.

The Tuesday runoff between Keisha Lance Bottoms, who is black, and Mary Norwood, who is white, 
split Atlanta practically in half after a vitriolic campaign punctuated by political grudges and allegations of 
corruption. Unofficial results showed Bottoms leading with 46,464 votes, or 50.41 percent, to Norwood’s 
45,705 votes, or 49.59 percent.

Election officials say a recount could happen next week if Norwood formally requests one. Results could 
be certified as soon as Saturday. Norwood would then have 48 hours to request the recount, which could 
take about three hours to complete.

For Norwood, the outcome virtually mirrored her 2009 loss to current Mayor Kasim Reed by a mere 714 
votes. Norwood requested a recount, which ultimately produced only one additional vote. On Wednesday, 
Norwood wasn’t seen at any public events and her campaign declined an Associated Press request for 
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comment on the race.

Bottoms told WSB-TV in an interview Wednesday that she has not spoken with Norwood but is confident 
a recount would not change the results.

“I’m not surprised that she’s asking for a recount, but I do think that our vote tally will hold, and I think 
if anything, our vote tally will go up,” Bottoms said.

A win for Norwood, 65, would give Atlanta its first-ever white female mayor, and end the Democratic 
Party’s hold on an office it has held without interruption since 1879.

If Bottoms wins, she would become Atlanta’s sixth consecutive African-American mayor, a trend that 
began with Maynard Jackson in 1973 and cultivated the balance between black political clout and white 
business interests that have come to define the city.

“This was a story of turnout,” Emory University political scientist Andra Gillespie said. “(Bottoms) is going 
to have to figure out how to bridge the divide across communities who say they want the same thing, but 
had different strategies for achieving these goals.”

That dynamic is now threatened by an influx of newcomers, said Andrew Young, who served as mayor 
from 1982 to 1990 and endorsed Bottoms in the runoff. Now 85, Young said the elders who worked hard 
to make Atlanta the “City Too Busy to Hate” are moving off the scene, and “the new people coming in 
don’t realize how hard we worked.”

“It’s not black mayors — it’s the best mayor,” Young said. “Until a more qualified white person decides 
to run, this will be the case.”

The runoff was seen as a test of the staying power of the city’s long-dominant black political machine 
and how it would respond to demographic and economic changes. Atlanta’s last white mayor, Sam Mas-
sell, left office in 1974 and was succeeded over the next four decades by Jackson, Young, Bill Campbell, 
Shirley Franklin and Reed.

Although Atlanta’s population is less black than it was in 2009 — 53 percent, compared with 56 percent 
then — black Atlantans still constitute a majority of registered voters and overall turnout. Tuesday’s race 
saw 92,169 votes cast, less than 20 percent of the city’s roughly 500,000 residents.

Votes tracked along racial lines in north-side and south-side neighborhoods; both candidates won votes 
in the political battleground of east Atlanta.

Bottoms’ strategists clearly borrowed tactics from Reed’s 2009 playbook, capturing national attention with 
last-minute appearances by Democratic Sens. Cory Booker of New Jersey and Kamala Harris of California.

Though the race has yet to be officially called, Bottoms claimed victory early Wednesday at an Atlanta 
hotel flanked by her family and Reed, telling supporters: “For all the little girls out there who need some-
body to believe that you are better than your circumstances, I want you all to remember that black girl 
magic is real.”

Observers say black women were likely key in giving Bottoms’ her unofficial lead. Bottoms was the only 
black woman on the ballot and the top vote-getter in the Nov. 7 general election. In the runoff, she was 
boosted by Harris, who has been touted as a potential 2020 presidential candidate.

“Everybody in our culture looked at what was going on in Atlanta,” said Reed, who is leaving office after 
two terms.

Reed loomed large over the race in his dual roles as a chief strategist for Bottoms and a polarizing figure 
whose battles with his political enemies threatened to overshadow her campaign. He said whether Bot-
toms is the last black mayor will be up to voters.

“I totally believe that right now, a white person could be mayor of Atlanta,” Reed said. “But it’s about 
talent, merit, and who you put up.”

___
Associated Press writers Jeff Martin and Kate Brumback in Atlanta contributed to this report.
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House OKs GOP bill expanding gun owners’ rights

By MATTHEW DALY and RICHARD LARDNER, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans rammed a bill through the House on Wednesday that would make it 

easier for gun owners to legally carry concealed weapons across state lines, the first significant action on 
guns in Congress since mass shootings in Nevada and Texas killed more than 80 people.

The House approved the bill, 231-198, largely along party lines. Six Democrats voted yes, while 14 Re-
publicans voted no.

The measure would allow gun owners with a state-issued concealed-carry permit to carry a handgun in 
any state that allows concealed weapons. It now goes to the Senate.

Republicans said the reciprocity measure, a top priority of the National Rifle Association, would allow 
gun owners to travel freely between states without worrying about conflicting state laws or civil suits.

Opponents, mostly Democrats, said the bill could endanger public safety by overriding state laws that 
place strict limits on guns.

Rep. Elizabeth Esty, D-Conn., called the bill an attempt to undermine states’ rights, “hamstring law en-
forcement and allow dangerous criminals to walk around with hidden guns anywhere and at any time. It’s 
unspeakable that this is Congress’ response to the worst gun tragedies in American history.”

Esty represents Newtown, Connecticut, where 20 first-graders and six educators were fatally shot in 2012.
Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, D-Ariz., who was shot in the head in 2011, denounced the House action.
“I’m angry that when this country is begging for courage from our leaders, they are responding with 

cowardice,” she said in a statement.
The NRA applauded the vote. The concealed-carry bill “is the culmination of a 30-year movement rec-

ognizing the right of all law-abiding Americans to defend themselves and their loved ones, including when 
they cross state lines,” said Chris W. Cox, executive director of the group’s political and lobbying arm.

The House vote came as the acting director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
said his agency expects to regulate bump-stock devices and could end up banning them. Thomas Brandon 
told the Senate Judiciary Committee on Wednesday that the ATF and Justice Department would not have 
initiated the review “if (banning them) wasn’t a possibility at the end.”

The Justice Department announced this week it is reviewing whether weapons using bump stocks should 
be considered illegal machine guns under federal law. The review comes after a Las Vegas gunman used 
the device during an October rampage that killed 58 people and wounded hundreds more. Bump stocks 
allow semi-automatic rifles to fire nearly as fast as an automatic rifle.

A woman who survived the Las Vegas shooting said she remained beside one of the victims as he died, 
even though she had never met him.

Heather Gooze, a bartender at the country music festival where the shooting occurred, said she didn’t 
want 23-year-old Jordan McIldoon to be a “John Doe,” unnamed and alone.

“His death mattered, and I wanted him to be remembered,” Gooze told the Senate Judiciary Committee.
Rep. Earl Blumenauer, D-Ore., said during House debate that his state forces gun owners to meet an 

array of conditions before obtaining a concealed-carry permit — in contrast to some states where “if you’re 
21 and have a pulse” you can get a gun permit.

Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, said those who carry concealed 
handguns not only are better prepared to defend themselves, but can help others. He cited 2015 incident 
in which an Uber driver shot and wounded a gunman who was firing into a crowd of people in Chicago.

“Without this citizen’s quick thinking and actions, who knows how many could have fallen victim to this 
shooter?” Goodlatte asked.

He and other Republicans compared the concealed-carry permit to a driver’s license that is valid in any 
state.

Rep. Ed Perlmutter, D-Colo., scoffed at that notion. “Georgia has no business, no right, to tell Colorado 
what its laws should be,” he said.

“If more guns made people safer, we’d be the safest country on earth,” said Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-
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N.Y. “We’re far from it.”

Democrats also criticized Republicans for including a bill on background checks in the concealed-carry 
legislation. The measure would strengthen the FBI database of prohibited gun buyers after the Air Force 
failed to report the criminal history of the gunman who slaughtered more than two dozen people at a 
Texas church.

The Air Force has acknowledged that the Texas shooter, Devin Kelley, should have had his name and 
domestic violence conviction submitted to the National Criminal Information Center database. The Air Force 
has discovered several dozen other such reporting omissions since the Nov. 5 shooting.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler of New York, top Democrat on the House Judiciary panel, said the background-check 
provision “actually would save lives and should not be tethered” to the concealed-carry reciprocity bill. He 
called it a cynical maneuver to force Democrats to cast a politically unpopular vote against background 
checks.

The legislation also would order the Justice Department to study bump stocks, including how often they 
are used in a crime.

Brandon, the ATF director, told the Senate that the ongoing federal review may find the government 
doesn’t have authority to ban bump stocks. Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California, the Judiciary panel’s top 
ranking Democrat, said the uncertainty demands that Congress quickly approve legislation “to ban these 
dangerous devices.”

Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, the No. 2 Republican in the Senate, co-sponsored a bipartisan bill bolstering 
the National Instant Criminal Background Check System, or NICS.

While he supports the concealed-carry measure, “I think it’s a mistake to try to combine this with the 
‘Fix NICS’ background check,” Cornyn told reporters.

___
AP video producer Noreen Nasir contributed to this story.

‘Silence Breakers’ named Time magazine’s Person of the Year
NEW YORK (AP) — The “Silence Breakers” — those who have shared their stories about sexual assault 

and harassment — have been named Time magazine’s Person of the Year.
Numerous women have spoken out publicly since October about sexual misconduct by dozens of high-

profile men in entertainment, media, business and sports. Time praised those who have given “voice to 
open secrets, for moving whisper networks onto social networks, for pushing us all to stop accepting the 
unacceptable.” The magazine’s cover features Ashley Judd, Taylor Swift, Susan Fowler and others who 
say they have been harassed.

Time’s announcement was made Wednesday on NBC’s “Today” show, where longtime host Matt Lauer 
was fired last week amid harassment allegations. “Today” host Savannah Guthrie acknowledged Wednes-
day that this year’s winner hits “close to home” and mentioned Lauer by name.

Women who spoke out, initially against Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein and then others, helped to 
spawn the #MeToo movement, with millions of people telling stories of sexual misconduct on social media.

The tweets, Instagram and Facebook posts began after actress-activist Alyssa Milano followed on a 
suggestion from a friend of a friend on Facebook and tweeted: “If you’ve been sexually harassed or as-
saulted write ‘me too’ as a reply to this tweet.” The hashtag was tweeted nearly a million times in 48 hours. 
#MeToo was actually founded by activist Tarana Burke a decade ago to raise awareness about sexual 
violence. Milano has said she wasn’t aware of Burke’s contributions when she made her initial tweet and 
has since publicly credited her.

Milano and Burke appeared together Wednesday on the “Today” show.
“This is just the start. I’ve been saying from the beginning it’s not just a moment, it’s a movement,” 

Burke said. “Now the work really begins.”
“As women, we have to support each other and stand together and say, ‘That’s it. We’re done. No more,’” 

Milano said. “It’s vital to me that we really set in some actionable things that we can do to continue this 
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momentum.”

Wednesday’s winner differed slightly from how it was described the shortlist of finalists, which mentioned 
only the #MeToo movement. Time has made such changes before. The 2014 winner, “The Ebola Fighters,” 
was listed as “Ebola Caregivers” in the shortlist.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Time’s 2015 Person of the Year, said through a spokesman that this 
year’s winners should be thanked for “having the courage to break the silence on sexual assaults and for 
the worldwide discussion that they have launched.”

The two runners-up for Person of the Year were Chinese President Xi Jinping and President Donald Trump, 
himself accused of sexual misconduct by numerous women. He has denied any wrongdoing.

Trump, Person of the Year in 2016, tweeted recently that the magazine had told him he “probably” would 
be named again if he agreed to an interview and photo shoot. Trump added that he “took a pass.” Time 
has disputed his account.

___
This story has been corrected to show that Time magazine’s Person of the Year is the silence breakers. 

The #MeToo movement is a part of that group.

NFL commissioner Goodell signs 5-year contract extension
By BARRY WILNER, AP Pro Football Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Roger Goodell has signed a five-year contract extension to remain commissioner of 
the NFL through 2024.

A memo from the NFL’s compensation committee to team owners and obtained Wednesday by The As-
sociated Press confirms that Goodell and committee chairman Arthur Blank, owner of the Atlanta Falcons, 
have signed the extension.

That extension has been a source of controversy because Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones objected 
to the process.

All 32 owners approved in May the compensation committee’s power to negotiate and sign a deal with 
Goodell, who replaced Paul Tagliabue in 2006.

Since then, the league’s total revenues have more than doubled to $14 billion.
A person familiar with the contract told The Associated Press it is worth almost $200 million, with a base 

of $40 million. But the deal is incentive-laden, the person added, speaking on condition of anonymity 
because the contract numbers are not made public.

Among those incentives are continued increases in revenues, stable or rising television ratings, a new 
labor agreement with the players — the NFL-NFL Players Association deal expires in 2021 — and how much 
the NFL gets in rights fees when it renews its broadcast contracts.

Goodell earned nearly $32 million in 2015, the last year in which public records for the NFL are available.
“Our committee unanimously supports the contract and believes that it is fully consistent with ‘market’ 

compensation and the financial and other parameters outlined to the owners at our May 2017 meeting, 
as well as in the best interests of ownership,” Blank wrote in the memo.

“We also have expressed in those conversations our strong and unanimous belief that we should proceed 
to sign the agreement now, consistent with the unanimous May resolution and to avoid further controversy 
surrounding this issue.? We are pleased to report that there is a nearly unanimous consensus among the 
ownership in favor of signing the contract extension now.”

That would not include Jones, whose objections surfaced publicly after his star running back, Ezekiel 
Elliott, ran out of legal options to appeal a six-game suspension handed down by Goodell under the NFL’s 
personal conduct penalty.

Jones was not immediately available for comment.
The NFL’s next owners meeting is in Dallas next Wednesday. Jones had hoped to delay the new deal 

with Goodell until then, when he could personally raise his concerns to other owners.
Also on the compensation committee are owners Clark Hunt of Kansas City, Robert Kraft of New England, 
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John Mara of the New York Giants, Bob McNair of Houston and Art Rooney of Pittsburgh.

___
For more NFL coverage: http://www.pro32.ap.org and http://www.twitter.com/AP_NFL

Doctors find brain abnormalities in victims of Cuba mystery
By JOSH LEDERMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Doctors treating the U.S. embassy victims of suspected attacks in Cuba have 
discovered brain abnormalities as they search for clues to explain hearing, vision, balance and memory 
damage, The Associated Press has learned.

It’s the most specific finding to date about physical damage, showing that whatever it was that harmed 
the Americans, it led to perceptible changes in their brains. The finding is also one of several factors fuel-
ing growing skepticism that some kind of sonic weapon was involved.

Medical testing has revealed the embassy workers developed changes to the white matter tracts that 
let different parts of the brain communicate, several U.S. officials said, describing a growing consensus 
held by university and government physicians researching the attacks. White matter acts like information 
highways between brain cells.

Loud, mysterious sounds followed by hearing loss and ear-ringing had led investigators to suspect “sonic 
attacks.” But officials are now carefully avoiding that term. The sounds may have been the byproduct of 
something else that caused damage, said three U.S. officials briefed on the investigation. They weren’t 
authorized to discuss it publicly and demanded anonymity.

Physicians, FBI investigators and U.S. intelligence agencies have spent months trying to piece together 
the puzzle in Havana , where the U.S. says 24 U.S. government officials and spouses fell ill starting last 
year in homes and later in some hotels. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said Wednesday he’s “convinced 
these were targeted attacks ,” but the U.S. doesn’t know who’s behind them. A few Canadian Embassy 
staffers also got sick.

Doctors still don’t know how victims ended up with the white matter changes, nor how exactly those 
changes might relate to their symptoms. U.S. officials wouldn’t say whether the changes were found in 
all 24 patients.

But acoustic waves have never been shown to alter the brain’s white matter tracts, said Elisa Konofa-
gou, a biomedical engineering professor at Columbia University who is not involved in the government’s 
investigation.

“I would be very surprised,” Konofagou said, adding that ultrasound in the brain is used frequently in 
modern medicine. “We never see white matter tract problems.”

Cuba has adamantly denied involvement, and calls the Trump administration’s claims that U.S. workers 
were attacked “deliberate lies .” The new medical details may help the U.S. counter Havana’s complaint 
that Washington hasn’t presented any evidence.

Tillerson said the U.S. had shared some information with Havana, but wouldn’t disclose details that would 
violate privacy or help a perpetrator learn how effective the attacks were.

“What we’ve said to the Cubans is: Small island. You’ve got a sophisticated intelligence apparatus. You 
probably know who’s doing it. You can stop it,” Tillerson said. “It’s as simple as that.”

The case has plunged the U.S. medical community into uncharted territory. Physicians are treating the 
symptoms like a new, never-seen-before illness. After extensive testing and trial therapies, they’re devel-
oping the first protocols to screen cases and identify the best treatments — even as the FBI investigation 
struggles to identify a culprit, method and motive.

Doctors treating the victims wouldn’t speak to the AP, yet their findings are expected to be discussed in 
an article being submitted to the Journal of the American Medical Association, U.S. officials said. Physi-
cians at the University of Miami and the University of Pennsylvania who have treated the Cuba victims are 
writing it, with input from the State Department’s medical unit and other government doctors.

But the article won’t speculate about what technology might have harmed the workers or who would 
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have wanted to target Americans in Cuba. If investigators are any closer to solving those questions, their 
findings won’t be made public.

The AP first reported in August that U.S. workers reported sounds audible in parts of rooms but inaudible 
just a few feet away — unlike normal sound, which disperses in all directions. Doctors have now come up 
with a term for such incidents: “directional acoustic phenomena.”

Most patients have fully recovered, some after rehabilitation and other treatment, officials said. Many 
are back at work. About one-quarter had symptoms that persisted for long periods or remain to this day.

Earlier this year, the U.S. said doctors found patients had suffered concussions, known as mild traumatic 
brain injury, but were uncertain beyond that what had happened in their brains. Concussions are often 
diagnosed based solely on symptoms.

Studies have found both concussions and white matter damage in Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans 
who survived explosions yet had no other physical damage. But those injuries were attributed mostly to 
shock waves from explosions. No Havana patients reported explosions or blows to the head.

Outside medical experts said that when the sample of patients is so small, it’s difficult to establish cause 
and effect.

“The thing you have to wonder anytime you see something on a scan: Is it due to the episode in ques-
tion, or was it something pre-existing and unrelated to what happened?” said Dr. Gerard Gianoli, an ear 
and brain specialist in Louisiana.

As Cuba works to limit damage to its reputation and economy, its government has produced TV specials 
and an online summit about its own investigation. Cuba’s experts have concluded that the Americans’ al-
legations are scientifically impossible.

The Cubans have urged the U.S. to release information about what it’s found. FBI investigators have 
spent months comparing cases to pinpoint what factors overlap.

U.S. officials told the AP that investigators have now determined:
— The most frequently reported sound patients heard was a high-pitched chirp or grating metal. Fewer 

recalled a low-pitched noise, like a hum.
— Some were asleep and awakened by the sound, even as others sleeping in the same bed or room 

heard nothing.
— Vibrations sometimes accompanied the sound. Victims told investigators these felt similar to the rapid 

flutter of air when windows of a car are partially rolled down.
— Those worst off knew right away something was affecting their bodies. Some developed visual symp-

toms within 24 hours, including trouble focusing on a computer screen.
The U.S. has not identified any specific precautions it believes can mitigate the risk for diplomats in Ha-

vana, three officials said, although an attack hasn’t been reported since late August. Since the Americans 
started falling ill last year, the State Department has adopted a new protocol for workers before they go 
to Cuba that includes bloodwork and other “baseline” tests. If they later show symptoms, doctors can 
retest and compare.

Doctors still don’t know the long-term medical consequences and expect that epidemiologists, who track 
disease patterns in populations, will monitor the 24 Americans for life. Consultations with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention are underway.

___
AP Medical Writer Lauran Neergaard contributed to this report.
___
Reach Josh Lederman on Twitter at http://twitter.com/joshledermanAP. Follow the AP’s coverage of the 

Cuba attacks at http://apnews.com/tag/CubaHealthMystery
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Small risk of breast cancer seen with hormone contraceptives

By CARLA K. JOHNSON, AP Medical Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — Modern birth control pills that are lower in estrogen have fewer side effects than past 

oral contraceptives. But a large Danish study suggests that, like older pills, they still modestly raise the 
risk of breast cancer, especially with long-term use.

Researchers found a similar breast cancer risk with the progestin-only intrauterine device, and they 
couldn’t rule out a risk for other hormonal contraceptives like the patch and the implant.

But the overall increased risk was small, amounting to one extra case of breast cancer among 7,700 
women using such contraceptives per year. Experts who reviewed the research say women should balance 
the news against known benefits of the pill — including lowering the risk of other cancers.

“Hormonal contraception should still be perceived as a safe and effective option for family planning,” 
said Dr. JoAnn Manson, chief of preventive medicine at Harvard’s Brigham and Women’s Hospital, who 
was not involved in the research.

Women in their 40s may want to consider non-hormonal IUDs, getting their tubes tied or talking with 
their partners about vasectomy, Manson said.

Studies of older birth control pills have shown “a net cancer benefit” because of lowered risk of cancer 
of the colon, uterus and ovaries despite a raised breast cancer risk, said Mia Gaudet, a breast cancer 
epidemiologist at the American Cancer Society.

There was optimism that newer, low-dose contraceptives would lower the breast cancer risk, but these 
results have dashed those hopes, said Gaudet, who wasn’t involved in the research.

About 140 million women use some type of hormonal contraception, including about 16 million in the 
United States.

Researchers analyzed health records of 1.8 million women, ages 15 to 49, in Denmark where a national 
health care system allows linking up large databases of prescription histories, cancer diagnoses and other 
information.

Results were published Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine. Novo Nordisk Foundation 
funded the research, but played no role in designing the study. The foundation has ties to the Danish 
pharmaceutical company Novo Nordisk, which primarily makes diabetes drugs and does not make con-
traceptives.

Current and recent use of hormonal contraceptives was associated with a 20 percent increased risk of 
breast cancer. Risk increased with longer use, from a 9 percent increase in risk with less than a year of 
contraceptive use to a 38 percent increase after more than 10 years of use.

Digging further, the researchers found no differences among types of birth control pills. Because of fewer 
users, the results for the patch, vaginal ring, implant and progestin shot were less clear, but the analysis 
didn’t rule out an increased breast cancer risk for those methods.

“No type of hormone contraceptive is risk-free unfortunately,” said lead author Lina Morch of Copenhagen 
University Hospital.

Researchers accounted for education, childbirth and family history of breast cancer, but they weren’t 
able to adjust for several other known cancer risk factors such as alcohol use and limited physical activity, 
or protective factors such as breast-feeding.

Women with a family history of breast cancer may want to ask their doctors about other contraceptives, 
said Dr. Roshni Rao, a breast surgeon at New York-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center.

“Oral contraceptives are like any other medication,” Rao said. “There are risks and there are benefits. If 
you have a reason to be taking them, it’s perfectly reasonable to do so.”

___
Follow AP Medical Writer Carla K. Johnson on Twitter: @CarlaKJohnson
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6 women file lawsuit alleging ‘Weinstein Sexual Enterprise’

By LARRY NEUMEISTER, Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Six women sued Harvey Weinstein and men who served on the board of his film 

company Wednesday, accusing them of functioning like an organized crime group that used agents, pro-
ducers and others to prey on young women seeking a break in a breakneck industry.

The racketeering lawsuit in federal court in New York sought to represent “dozens, if not hundreds” of 
women who say they were assaulted by Weinstein after being isolated in close quarters such as a hotel 
room after bystanders were sent away.

Lawyers for the women say Weinstein used his company to supply himself with a steady stream of vic-
tims, and to cover up his misbehavior — an effort they dubbed the “Weinstein Sexual Enterprise.”

The lawsuit, which seeks unspecified damages, mirrored one filed in Los Angeles last month that did 
not identify plaintiffs by name.

It said the “proverbial ‘casting couch’ was Harvey Weinstein’s office of choice” in an arrangement con-
doned by defendants Miramax LLC, The Weinstein Co. Holdings LLC. It said the companies had a duty to 
stop Weinstein from groping, harassing or assaulting women seeking employment in their films.

A Weinstein lawyer declined comment Thursday, but Weinstein’s representatives forwarded a state-
ment saying Weinstein “has never at any time committed an act of sexual assault, and it is wrong and 
irresponsible to conflate claims of impolitic behavior or consensual sexual contact later regretted, with an 
untrue claim of criminal conduct.”

“There is a wide canyon between mere allegation and truth, and we are confident that any sober calcula-
tion of the facts will prove no legal wrongdoing occurred. Nonetheless, to those offended by Mr. Weinstein’s 
behavior, he remains deeply apologetic,” it said.

Other defendants in the suit included 11 current or former board members of the Weinstein Co., including 
Robert Weinstein, Dirk Ziff, Tim Sarnoff, Marc Lasry, Tarak Ben Ammar, Lance Maerov, Richard Koenigsberg, 
Paul Tudor Jones, Jeff Sackman and James Dolan, the owner of the New York Knicks.

The lawsuit said each was personally aware of Weinstein’s conduct toward women, though it offered no 
specific evidence to back up that claim.

Several board members have said publicly that they were unaware of any allegations of sexual assault, 
though some acknowledged being aware of financial settlements between Weinstein and women. All 11 
did not respond to phone or email messages Wednesday.

In an email to the staff of his company, Jones, a hedge fund manager and philanthropist, said he knew 
nothing about the allegations until they were reported in the media.

“They were 100 percent a surprise to me,” Jones wrote. “I joined the Weinstein Company Board as an 
unpaid, outside member in late 2015, after the internal company debate about Harvey’s contract renewal. 
I never knew about those discussions or any of the revelations until they began to surface publicly, and 
I resigned two days later.”

The lawsuit was filed hours after The New York Times published an article scrutinizing the actions of 
people around Weinstein who either didn’t act on warnings or actively worked to keep allegations quiet.

Miramax, headquartered in Santa Monica, California, said in a statement that Miramax “joins the entire 
film community in condemning Harvey Weinstein and his unspeakable actions.” It said it has been com-
pletely independent of Weinstein since he created The Weinstein Co.

“Twelve years and two ownership changes later, Miramax is a very different company. We at Miramax 
are proud of that difference,” the statement said.

The Weinstein Co. Holdings, based in New York, did not immediately return messages seeking comment.
Weinstein was ousted from the movie company he founded following a barrage of sexual harassment 

allegations that began in early October.
At least 75 women have come forward in the media to detail accounts of assault, harassment and inap-

propriate conduct.  Police in Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, New York and London are investigating.
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According to the lawsuit, actresses and other women in the film industry were lured to industry events, 

hotel rooms, Weinstein’s home, office meetings or auditions under the pretext that they were to discuss 
a project.

If women did not meet his sexual demands, Weinstein and his associates used nondisclosure agree-
ments, payoffs and legal threats to suppress their voices, the lawsuit said.

The women, the lawsuit said, “were aware of Weinstein’s ability to make or break their careers, as well 
as to continue to inflict emotional distress.”

Plaintiffs included the scriptwriter and actress Louisette Geiss and the actresses Katherine Kendall, Zoe 
Brock, Sarah Ann Thomas, Melissa Sagemiller and Nanette Klatt.

The Associated Press generally doesn’t name alleged victims of sexual assault without their permission. 
All of the women have told their stories publicly.

___
Associated Press Writer Verena Dobnik contributed to this report.

For Tillerson, a lonely job defending Trump’s Jerusalem move
By JOSH LEDERMAN, Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — It’s a go-to catchphrase when U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson is called on to 
explain his boss on the world stage: “America first is not America alone.” Yet as President Donald Trump 
declared Jerusalem the capital of Israel, Tillerson on Wednesday stood all by himself.

The onslaught came from all sides as Tillerson, at NATO headquarters in Brussels, got an earful from 
many a U.S. ally on Trump’s Jerusalem move. So far, not a single country — other than Israel, of course 
— has thrown its support behind the declaration. Even Tillerson’s own State Department has conceded 
the announcement could sow unrest throughout the Middle East.

Turkey’s top diplomat, Mevlut Cavusoglu, was unsparing in criticism that was far harsher than any the 
U.S. is accustomed to from a NATO ally.

“The whole world is against this,” Cavusoglu told reporters as he awaited Tillerson’s arrival for their 
meeting. He said he’d already told Trump’s chief diplomat that it was a “grave mistake.” Cavusoglu said 
he planned to “tell him again.”

That time-tested “special relationship” with Britain? Not so special as to prevent Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson from putting Tillerson on the spot. After the two shook hands, Johnson used the occasion to 
suggest it was time for Trump’s Mideast peace team to put up or shut up.

“Clearly this is a decision that makes it more important than ever that the long-awaited American propos-
als on the Middle East peace process are now brought forward, and I would say that that should happen 
as a matter of priority,” Johnson said as Tillerson stood uneasily a few feet away.

Trump, in a speech Wednesday, recognized Jerusalem as the capital of the Jewish state and said he’d 
start the process of moving the U.S. Embassy there from Tel Aviv. The Palestinians and essentially every 
country see that as undermining future Israeli-Palestinian peace talks that would include Jerusalem’s fate 
— just as the Trump administration purports to be working to broker the ever-elusive deal.

Asked about Trump’s decision, Tillerson insisted the president “still is very committed to the peace 
process” — an assertion that U.S. allies said Trump had disproven by going ahead with the move despite 
near-universal protestations. And while the decision directly affects his department, Tillerson acknowledged 
his role was relatively minimal, focused on ensuring the State Department and Pentagon had enough time 
to boost precautions to keep U.S. personnel overseas safe amid the inevitable backlash.

“While we know others out there may not welcome this decision, they certainly should express their 
views,” Tillerson said. “We hope they’ll do that in a nonviolent way.”

Tillerson has tried throughout his tenure to soften the president’s isolationist-tinged foreign policy by ex-
plaining that the U.S. still seeks to lead and build strong partnerships with likeminded nations. He also has 
echoed Trump in describing how the U.S. feels burden-sharing has gotten out of balance in recent years.

There are few signs America’s foreign partners are buying it. At EU and NATO meetings this week, Til-
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lerson got earful after earful about Trump’s hampering of the Iran nuclear deal, withdrawal from the Paris 
climate accord and stated disdain for the United Nations, to name just a few examples.

___
Reach Josh Lederman on Twitter at http://twitter.com/joshledermanAP

New dinosaur looks like odd mix of duck, croc, ostrich, swan
BY SETH BORENSTEIN, AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — With a bill like 
a duck but teeth like a croc’s, a swanlike 
neck and killer claws, a new dinosaur 
species uncovered by scientists looks like 
something Dr. Seuss could have dreamed 
up.

It also had flippers like a penguin, and 
while it walked like an ostrich it could also 
swim. That’s the first time swimming ability 
has been shown for a two-legged, meat-
eating dinosaur.

The tiny creature, only about 18 inches 
(45 centimeters) tall, roamed 75 million 
years ago in what is now Mongolia. Its 
full curled-up skeleton was found in a 
sandstone rock.

“It’s such a peculiar animal,” said Den-
nis Voeten, a paleontology researcher at 
Palacky University in the Czech Republic. 
“It combines different parts we knew from 
other groups into this one small animal.”

In a study released Wednesday by the jour-
nal Nature , Voeten and coauthors named it 
Halszkaraptor escuilliei  (HAHL-shka-rap-tor 
ES-key-lay-ee) or “Halszka” after the late Polish 
paleontologist Halszka Osmolska.

Paleontologist Kristi Curry Rogers of Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota, who didn’t participate in 
the study, called it “a pretty crazy chimera: a swan neck and dinosaur body, but with a mouthful of tiny 
teeth and hands and feet that look like they might be good for swimming.”

Its mashup body let it run and hunt on the ground and fish in fresh water, said study co-author Paul 
Tafforeau. He’s a paleontologist at the ESRF , known as the European Synchrotron in Grenoble, France, 
a powerful X-ray generator where numerous tests were made on the fossil.

Lead author Andrea Cau, a paleontologist at the Geological Museum Capellini in Bologna, Italy, said he 
was at first highly suspicious about the fossil’s authenticity, both because of its appearance and the fact 
that the rock containing the skeleton had been smuggled out of Mongolia and left in a private collector’s 
hands.

“I asked myself, ‘Is this a real, natural skeleton, or an artifact, a chimera? If this is a fake, how could I 
demonstrate it?’” Cau said in an email. “Assuming it was a fake instead of starting assuming that the fossil 
is genuine was the most appropriate way to start the investigation of such a bizarre fossil.”

So researchers used the Synchrotron to create three-dimensional images of the fossil, which showed 
the creature was indeed a single animal and not a concoction built up from several sources. For example, 
an arm hidden in the rock perfectly matched the visible left arm, and lines indicating growth matched up 

This illustration provided by Lukas Panzarin, with 
Andrea Cau for scientific supervision, shows a Hal-
szkaraptor escuilliei dinosaur. The creature, about 
18 inches (45 centimeters) tall, had a bill like a duck 
but teeth like a croc’s, a swan-like neck and killer 
claws. (Lukas Panzarin via AP)
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across the bones.

Even though the creature wasn’t dreamed up by Dr. Seuss, it got a blessing from a Dr. Sues.
Hans Sues, a paleontologist at the Smithsonian Institution who wasn’t part of the research, praised the 

work and said it “shows again how amazingly diverse dinosaurs were.”
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on Twitter at @borenbears and his work can be found here .

Senate Republicans barrel toward sweeping tax overhaul
By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER and MARCY GORDON, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate on Wednesday barreled toward the most sweeping rewrite of the tax 
code in more than three decades as the top Republican senator said he was willing to compromise on a 
major sticking point for lawmakers from high-tax states such as New York and California.

The Senate voted 51-47 to formally begin negotiations with the House in an effort to reconcile their two 
tax bills. Days and nights of tough negotiations await.

GOP leaders are pushing to send a final blended package to President Donald Trump to sign before 
Christmas. Republicans see the tax overhaul as a pressing political imperative to preserve their majorities 
in Congress in next year’s elections.

“The American people deserve taxes that are lower, simpler and fairer,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. “By voting to go to conference, we will be one step closer to getting it done.”

Before the Senate vote, McConnell said he favors expanding a deduction for state and local taxes to 
enable Americans to deduct local income taxes as well as property taxes.

The proposal is a possible solution to a standoff with rebellious House Republicans from high-tax states. 
The tax bills passed by the House and Senate would end deductions for state and local income and sales 
taxes, while allowing only a deduction of up to $10,000 for property taxes.

Several GOP lawmakers from high-tax states voted against the House bill last month.
“The state and local tax deduction is not as important to Senate Republicans as it is to House Republi-

cans,” McConnell said on the Hugh Hewitt radio show.
“There’s some in the House who would like to see that applied not just to property, but to income tax, 

you know, where you can sort of pick which state and local tax you want to deduct,” McConnell said. “That 
sounds like a kind of reasonable idea.”

The House and Senate bills both would provide steep tax cuts for businesses and more modest tax breaks 
for families and individuals. The tax cuts in each bill add up to about $1.5 trillion over the next decade.

Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, said negotiators are looking at several options to help people who live in 
high-tax states, including expanding the state and local tax deduction to include income taxes.

“That’s one of the options that our lawmakers have brought to us from California and New York and 
Illinois and others. So yes, we are looking at it,” said Brady, who is one of the lead negotiators for House 
Republicans.

Brady said lawmakers are also considering adjusting the tax rates, adjusting the tax brackets, increas-
ing the child tax credit and eliminating the alternative minimum tax, which was intended to ensure that 
high-earners pay at least some tax.

The House package eliminates the AMT; the Senate bill reduces the number of people who would pay it.
The House bill increases the child tax credit from $1,000 per child to $1,600; the Senate bill increases 

it to $2,000.
___
Associated Press writer Alan Fram contributed to this report.
___
Follow Stephen Ohlemacher on Twitter at http://twitter.com/stephenatap
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Putin will allow Russians to compete at Pyeongchang Olympics

By JAMES ELLINGWORTH, AP Sports Writer
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian President Vladimir Putin won’t boycott the Pyeongchang Olympics.
Putin said Wednesday his government will allow Russians to compete as neutral athletes at the upcom-

ing games in South Korea.
The International Olympic Committee has banned the Russian team from games as punishment for 

doping violations at the 2014 Sochi Olympics. The IOC, however, plans to invite individual Russians to 
compete under the Olympic flag.

“Without any doubt we will not declare any kind of blockade,” Putin said in televised remarks after launch-
ing his re-election campaign at an automobile factory. “We will not block our Olympians from taking part, 
if any of them wish to take part as individuals.

“They have been preparing for these competitions for their whole careers, and for them it’s very im-
portant.”

A Russian boycott would have been the biggest at any Olympics since the Soviet Union and its allies 
missed the 1984 Los Angeles Games. That itself was in response to the U.S.-led boycott of the Moscow 
Olympics four years earlier.

Putin also said Russia still did not accept accusations that it ran a state-backed doping system around 
the Sochi Olympics. He called the IOC ruling “politically motivated” and unfair “collective punishment.”

An IOC commission chaired by former Swiss president Samuel Schmid ruled Tuesday that there was a 
doping system but said it found no evidence that “the highest state authority” knew. However, it said of 
Yuri Nagornykh, the deputy sports minister at the time of the Sochi Games, “it is impossible to conclude 
that he was not aware” of doping cover-ups.

Russian athletes, coaches and politicians have lined up to condemn the IOC ruling, but most say it’s 
better to accept it and compete.

Russian IOC member Yelena Isinbayeva, a two-time Olympic gold medalist in the pole vault, came out 
against a boycott.

“I’d like to tell all Russian athletes preparing for the Olympics in Pyeongchang not to get disappointed 
in any case and definitely not to do anything stupid like a boycott,” Isinbayeva told state TV. “It’s clearly 
not worth it.”

She said the IOC choice of “Olympic Athletes from Russia” as the official designation, instead of a more 
neutral tag, decided the issue for her.

IOC President Thomas Bach said later Wednesday that allowing the country name to remain “was not a 
compromise, it was just reflecting reality” that it would be Russian athletes taking part.

Bach said he had not spoken with Putin since the sanctions were announced, and suggested Russian 
athletes and sports leaders would meet Tuesday to discuss competing in Pyeongchang.

They could “represent a new generation of clean Russian athletes in the games and build a bridge into 
a clean future of Russian sport for which they can then become ambassadors,” the IOC president said.

Some Russian sports officials have been criticized for not doing enough to prevent the ban, with senior 
lawmakers and sports figures calling for them to be fired.

Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s spokesman, said blaming officials was not a priority and that “protecting the in-
terests of our athletes” was more important.

Under particular pressure is Vitaly Mutko. He was Russia’s sports minister during the 2014 Sochi Olympics, 
when the IOC ruled drug-test samples were tampered with as part of a doping scheme. Mutko is now a 
deputy prime minister and in charge of the country’s preparations for next year’s soccer World Cup.

He was barred from the Olympics for life by the IOC on Tuesday.
“(Mutko) took the country into such a nightmare,” figure skating coach Tatyana Tarasova told the R-Sport 

agency, accusing him of not doing enough to protect Russian athletes from accusations of doping. “I’m 
sorry for the people who have suffered because of his incompetence.”

The Kremlin has vehemently denied running a state-sponsored doping program, and state media on 
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Wednesday dismissed the ban as part of a plot to hurt Russia.

Konstantin Kosachev, chairman of the foreign affairs committee at the Russian parliament’s upper house, 
said the ruling is “clearly part of the West’s policy to restrain Russia.” But he also insisted that local sports 
officials are to blame and “ought to bear personal responsibility” for letting it happen.

Vladimir Poletayev, deputy chairman of the committee on procedures at the Federation Council, went 
even further.

“All our sports officials, including the Russian Olympic Committee, ought to be personally accountable 
for the ban on Russia and ought to step down,” Poletayev said in comments carried by the RIA Novosti 
news agency.

Also Wednesday, the Court of Arbitration for Sport said it has registered appeals by 22 Russian ath-
letes against their disqualifications from the 2014 Sochi Olympics for doping. CAS said the athletes have 
requested verdicts before the Pyeongchang Games open on Feb. 9. The appeals relate to earlier bans 
against individual athletes, not the ruling on the Russian team.

The IOC is now working on “operational guidelines” that will oversee enforcing restrictions on Russian 
participation in Pyeongchang. These include approving a manufacturer and a design of team uniforms, 
and what Russian symbols, such as national flags, fans will be allowed to use in Olympic venues.

___
Associated Press writer Nataliya Vasilyeva in Moscow and AP Sports Writer Graham Dunbar in Lausanne, 

Switzerland, contributed to this report.

Putin announces 2018 re-election bid, ends long speculation
By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV, Associated Press

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian President Vladimir Putin said Wednesday he would seek re-election next year 
in a race he is poised to win easily, putting him on track to become the nation’s longest-serving ruler since 
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin.

Putin’s approval ratings regularly top 80 percent, making him all but certain to win the March election by 
a broad margin. While few doubted the 65-year-old leader would run, the delay in his declaring so fueled 
some conspiracy theories and was seen as the Kremlin’s political maneuvering.

The 65-year-old Russian leader’s potential rivals include several luckless candidates from past contests 
and a notable newcomer — TV host Ksenia Sobchak, 36, the daughter of Putin’s one-time boss.

The president chose to make his re-election announcement at the GAZ automobile factory in the city of 
Nizhny Novgorod. The factory is a symbol of Russian’s industrial might, and Putin found an enthusiastic 
audience in the blue-collar workers who make up the core of his base.

“I couldn’t find a better place and moment,” he said to massive applause at the plant. “Thank you for 
your support. I will run for president.”

For months, Putin fended off questions about his plans for 2018, fueling speculation about why he would 
not say if he would seek re-election. Some theorized he might step down and name a preferred successor.

The Kremlin has been worried about growing voter apathy, and the uncertainty over Putin’s plans seemed 
intended to encourage public interest in the race.

“It was necessary to ensure electoral mobilization,” Dmitry Orlov, a political consultant close to the Krem-
lin, said in televised remarks.

Putin has been in power in Russia since 2000. He served two presidential terms during 2000-2008, then 
shifted into the prime minister’s seat because of term limits. As prime minister, he still called the shots 
while his ally, Dmitry Medvedev, served as the placeholder president.

Medvedev had the president’s term extended to six years and then stepped down to let Putin reclaim 
the office in 2012. If Putin serves another six-year term, which would run through 2024, he would reach 
the milestone of having the longest tenure since Stalin, who ruled for nearly 30 years.

Earlier Wednesday, Putin was asked about his intentions at a meeting with young volunteers in Moscow. 
He said he would decide shortly, then showed up at the GAZ factory making his announcement.
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The plant is one of the country’s most emblematic industrial giants. It was built during the Soviet indus-

trialization drive in 1932 and has churned out millions of vehicles, from vans and military trucks to Volga 
sedans and luxury cars for the Soviet elite.

“Thank you for your work, for your attitude to your jobs, your factory, your city and your country!” Putin 
told factory workers. “I’m sure that together we will succeed.”

A stream of fawning comments from officials and lawmakers followed his declaration.
Chechnya’s regional leader, Ramzan Kadyrov, hailed the president’s announcement, saying on Instagram 

that only Putin can “resist a massive shameless and unprecedented” pressure by the West.
Valentina Matviyenko, the speaker of the upper house of the Russian parliament, said Putin’s decision 

helped end “anxiety and tensions in the society.”
The upper house is expected to authorize the start of formal election campaigning later this month.
Veterans of past campaigns — Communist chief Gennady Zyuganov, ultranationalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky 

and liberal leader Grigory Yavlinsky — all have declared their intention to run. They will likely be joined 
by Sobchak, a well-known television host who is the daughter of the late St. Petersburg Mayor Anatoly 
Sobchak, who was Putin’s boss in the 1990s.

“I don’t trust a system where Putin makes all decisions,” said Sobchak, who also met with voters in 
Nizhny Novgorod Wednesday. “Let’s believe in our ability to change the situation.”

The most visible Putin foe, Alexei Navalny, also wants to join the race, even though a conviction he calls 
politically motivated bars him from running. He has organized a grassroots campaign and staged rallies 
across Russia to raise pressure on the government to allow him to run.

In a signal that the Kremlin isn’t going to budge, Navalny’s campaign chief, Leonid Volkov, last week was 
sentenced to a month in jail for staging an unauthorized rally in Nizhny Novgorod. Navalny himself spent 
20 days in jail in October for organizing another rally.

“The best illustration of how elections work in Russia is my campaign chief Leonid Volkov sitting in jail 
just one kilometer (less than a mile) from the venue where Putin declared his bid,” Navalny tweeted.

APNewsBreak: Accusers take on toxic culture in TV newsrooms
By MICHAEL R. SISAK and YVONNE LEE, Associated Press

Women who say they were sexually harassed or mistreated by powerful men in television news have 
banded together to form a support network aimed at changing a newsroom culture they say has given 
men a free pass to misbehave for decades.

The women behind the Press Forward initiative tell The Associated Press they want a zero-tolerance 
policy for sexual misconduct at networks, better awareness of legal rights for women coming into the 
industry and better accountability for executives to ensure safety and improvements.

“Women should not have to go to work and worry that something like this is going to happen to them,” 
said Eleanor McManus, who said she was a 21-year-old job seeker when then-ABC News political reporter 
Mark Halperin tried to kiss her during a meeting in his office. “Women should not worry that mentors may 
act in an aggressive manner toward them. That’s not fair.”

Press Forward evolved over the last two months after McManus and other women went public with al-
legations against Halperin, CBS and PBS host Charlie Rose and NBC’s “Today” show host Matt Lauer, and 
others.

Halperin has said that he is “profoundly sorry for the pain and anguish” he has caused and, in reading 
the women’s accounts, recognized “conduct for which I feel profound guilt and responsibility.” Rose and 
Lauer have also offered apologies, while saying some the allegations are untrue. All have been fired.

This was the second wave of an industry-wide reckoning that began at Fox News with the removal last 
year of Fox News chief Roger Ailes and the dismissal in April of the network’s star host Bill O’Reilly. But 
the most recent revelations came as many Hollywood and other media executives have faced allegations, 
and more network women have come forward.

At first, McManus and a small group shared stories and hugs over drinks. They kept in touch via text 
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messages and private Facebook groups, including one called “The Silver Lining.” Now they have reached 
out to other women with shared experiences to build a growing coalition.

“Nobody here is wallowing in their pain and anger,” said Dianna Goldberg May, a former ABC News re-
searcher who said Halperin demanded she close the door and sit on his lap in his office in the mid-1990s 
when she was 23. “We are doing something to effect positive change in the workplace.”

The group’s first mission: figuring out what’s needed to make the television news business more equi-
table and effective. The women say they’ll spend the next six months talking with everyone from interns 
to executives and designing best practices that tear down the status quo.

After Lauer’s firing, NBC initiated a review of its handling of the matter and implemented in-person train-
ing on sexual harassment awareness and appropriate behavior in the workplace.

McManus said some of the networks have already expressed an interest in working with Press Forward.
“There are many reasons to have an industry-wide conversation about how we’re doing and how we’re 

living up to our norms,” said McManus, a co-founder of the Washington, D.C. public relations firm Trident 
DMG . “This is, perhaps, the most pressing because this is about the shameful power imbalance that has 
been in place too long.”

They already have plenty of ideas.
May, now a lawyer, wants Congress to consider changing federal law so that sexual harassment victims 

have more time to file a complaint. Currently, they have up to 300 days.
McManus wants newsrooms to evolve so women at all levels are not afraid to report wrongdoing by a 

top anchor or producer.
“We stayed silent because we thought we were the only ones,” said McManus. “We didn’t think that this 

happened to others, and that’s why we stayed silent so long. The cult of silence is finally broken.”
Emily Miller tweeted that Halperin sexually assaulted her while she was a researcher at ABC News. Hal-

perin has denied assaulting Miller.
Lara Setrakian was 24 when she says Halperin kissed and touched her while they talked politics in his 

office.
Both women said they learned later that some people at the network had been aware of Halperin’s 

behavior, but that it didn’t stop. Setrakian said Halperin’s treatment of young women was considered an 
“open secret” in some circles.

“There’s clearly a problem here,” said Setrakian, now the chief executive of the digital media outlet News 
Deeply . “They should be launching rigorous investigations on how to fix the problem.”

Changing the culture of television news so that men and women are on equal footing — with the same 
opportunities for advancement — is vital to ensuring its future, Setrakian said. That means not only elimi-
nating the sexual misconduct that has caused scores of women to leave the industry, she said, but getting 
rid of double standards that judge women on their appearance.

“The current culture is muddling the meritocracy,” Setrakian said. “It’s pushing talented people out. It’s 
allowing toxic behavior to affect the performance and contribution of certain colleagues. That’s bad for 
business.”

Marcy McGinnis, who worked her way from secretary to senior vice president at CBS News, said as much 
as women should be told what resources are available to them if there is an incident, men need to know 
how to act in the workplace.

“Then we wouldn’t have to train women how to deal with it,” said McGinnis, who now works at the Alan 
Alda Center for Communicating Science at Stony Brook University. “Why don’t we go to the source and 
fix that?”

___
Associated Press Media Writer David Bauder contributed to this report.
___
Follow Sisak at https://twitter.com/mikesisak and Lee at https://twitter.com/YvonneLee_PA
___ Submit a confidential tip to The Associated Press at https://www.ap.org/tips
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GOP moved to back Moore, despite allegations

By JILL COLVIN and STEVE PEOPLES, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican leaders in Washington are coming to grips with the possibility — 

perhaps even probability — that Alabama’s Roy Moore will win his special election next Tuesday and join 
them in the capital.

Looking past allegations of sexual misconduct with Alabama teenagers, President Donald Trump formally 
endorsed Moore, and the Republican National Committee quickly followed suit, transferring $170,000 to 
the Alabama Republican Party to bolster Moore’s candidacy.

“I think he’s going to do very well. We don’t want to have a liberal Democrat in Alabama, believe me,” 
Trump said Tuesday during a lunch with Republican senators. “We want strong borders, we want stop-
ping crime, we want to have the things that we represent and we certainly don’t want to have a liberal 
Democrat that’s controlled by Nancy Pelosi and controlled by Chuck Schumer, we don’t want to have that 
for Alabama.”

Senate GOP leader Mitch McConnell, who had previously called on Moore to get out of the race, changed 
his rhetoric over the weekend, saying it was Alabama voters who should decide. On Tuesday, he told 
reporters that he hadn’t had a “change of heart” and was simply reflecting the fact that Moore is clearly 
not exiting the race.

“Yeah, there’s been no change of heart. I had hoped earlier he would withdraw as a candidate. That 
obviously is not going to happen,” he said, adding that, if Moore is elected, “he would immediately have 
an Ethics Committee case, and the committee would take a look at the situation and give us advice.”

Trump’s decision to do away with any facade of distancing himself from the race suggests that he is in-
creasingly confident in Moore’s chances of victory despite the continued unease of some other Republicans.

The special election is next Tuesday for the seat once held by Jeff Sessions, now the U.S. attorney 
general. Although the polls have showed a narrowing contest with Democrat Doug Jones, Alabama is a 
strongly Republican state and Democrats generally have little chance there.

An RNC official confirmed late Monday that the committee would once again be supporting Moore after 
severing its fundraising ties to his campaign last month.  On Tuesday, the official said the RNC had made 
two transfers to the state party: one for $50,000 and another for $120,000.

Trump’s former chief strategist Steve Bannon attended a rally with Moore Tuesday evening, delivering a 
fiery call to rally voters behind the embattled Senate candidate. Bannon called GOP leaders in Congress 
“cowards” and attacked the party’s 2012 presidential nominee Mitt Romney as a draft dodger. Romney 
had a draft deferment because of missionary work in France.

“The days of taking it silently are over,” Bannon declared at a rally that drew hundreds of Moore sup-
porters to a local farm in the southwestern corner of the state.

Weeks ago, when accusations of sexual misconduct with teenagers first surfaced, Trump’s spokesman 
had said the president believed Moore would “do the right thing and step aside” if the allegations were 
true. One of the women alleges he initiated sexual contact when she was 14.

Moore has denied the allegations, saying “I do not know any of these women. I did not date any of these 
women I did not engage in any sexual misconduct with anyone.”

Top Republicans had vowed to expel him from the Senate if he wins. Publicly and privately, GOP leaders 
described the allegations against Moore as credible and insisted there were no circumstances under which 
he should serve in the Senate.

But buoyed by the taste of his own success in Congress as the Republican tax bill inches closer to pas-
sage, Trump telephoned Moore on Monday to offer encouragement as well as support and also argued in 
a pair of tweets that Moore’s vote was badly needed to push the president’s policies forward.

“Democrats refusal to give even one vote for massive Tax Cuts is why we need Republican Roy Moore to 
win in Alabama,” Trump tweeted. “We need his vote on stopping crime, illegal immigration, Border Wall, 
Military, Pro Life, V.A., Judges 2nd Amendment and more.”

Trump first appeared to back Moore after his first choice, Sen. Luther Strange, lost the GOP primary for 
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the seat once held by Attorney General Jeff Sessions. But the president went silent after The Washington 
Post reported on the allegations of sexual misconduct with two teens, ages 14 and 16, and efforts to date 
several others while Moore was a local prosecutor in his 30s.

By late last month, however, with pressure mounting from Bannon and other corners of his base, Trump 
was making clear that he preferred Moore, raising doubts about the candidate’s accusers and criticizing 
Democrat Doug Jones as the “liberal puppet” of Democratic leaders Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi.

Police: Woman drove with transit sign sticking out of car
SOUTH HACKENSACK, N.J. (AP) — Police in New Jersey say a woman was drunk when she continued 

driving with a mass transit sign sticking out of the roof of her car.
The 52-year-old was pulled over Saturday on Route 46 in South Hackensack when police noticed some-

thing odd. Police say the woman had a New Jersey Transit sign protruding through the roof of her car.
Police say the woman didn’t even know the sign was there.
South Hackensack police say the sign got stuck in the vehicle when the driver was in Secaucus before 

she was pulled over.
The woman has been charged with driving while intoxicated and careless driving.

Nigerian migrants return from Libya with tales of horror
By LEKAN OYEKANMI and CARLEY PETESCH, Associated Press

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Some knelt and placed their foreheads to the ground in prayer. Several carried 
small children. After being stranded in Libya on a failed attempt to reach Europe, more than 400 Nigerian 
migrants were brought home and began sharing stories of abuse and fear.

“If they lock you up in a room, you hardly eat, that’s number one,” Ejike Ernest, one of the returnees, 
told The Associated Press on arrival late Tuesday in Lagos. “You’ll urinate there, you’ll defecate there and 
every morning, let me say three times a day, you will be severely beaten” until you can pay the money 
to be freed.

Nigeria’s government, its president appalled by recent CNN footage of a slave auction in Libya where 
migrant Africans were “sold like goats,” has committed to bringing its citizens home, along with a number 
of other African nations.

After disembarking from a plane chartered by Nigeria, the European Union and the International Or-
ganization for Migration, some of the newest arrivals looked exhausted, some clutching sleepy children. 
Some were astonished by the way they had been treated.

“It’s heartbreaking, especially when I see a 13-year-old come with a baby,” said Abike Dabiri-Erewa, 
senior special assistant to Nigeria’s president on diaspora and foreign affairs. “One 14-year-old girl said to 
us she doesn’t know how many men have slept with her, she can’t count ... You look at them and wonder 
whether their lives can ever be the same again.”

The African Union and member states will repatriate more than 15,000 migrants stranded in Libya by 
the end of the year amid outrage over the slave auction footage, the AU’s deputy chairman said Tuesday.

Between 400,000 and 700,000 African migrants are in dozens of camps across the chaotic North African 
country, often under inhumane conditions, AU Commission chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat told a summit 
of European and African leaders last week.

The AU has a six-week plan to “access all detention centers in Libya and repatriate all those who want 
to return home,” Mahamat said Wednesday on Twitter.

Europe has struggled to stem the flow of tens of thousands of Africans making the dangerous cross-
ing of the Mediterranean. But many Africans still make the journey, risking death and abuse, saying high 
unemployment and climate change leave them little choice.

Another Nigerian recently repatriated told the AP about his ordeal.
“I paid 500,000 naira ($1,600) to one Nigerian called Mr. Fix It in 2016 to facilitate my illegal journey to 

Europe through Libya across the Mediterranean Sea. But on getting to Libya, he abandoned all of us to 
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our fate,” the man said, speaking on condition of anonymity because of fears for his security.

He said he and others were detained by Libyan militia members and kept in a makeshift prison where 
they were tortured and starved. More than 10 Nigerians, including girls, were sold as slaves. He was lucky 
to be rescued by security forces, he said, and was repatriated in July.

African and European leaders last week drew up an emergency evacuation plan for migrants, agreeing 
to airlift at least 3,800 stranded in one of more than 40 detention centers across Libya. Morocco, France, 
and Germany will provide the air carriers, according to Gambian senior foreign affairs official Ebrima Jobe.

Jobe criticized the “African brothers” who act as middlemen for the smugglers. “Our criminal justice 
system should without delay initiate the prosecution of all those Africans involved,” he said.

Other African countries are now joining in on repatriations, including Ivory Coast and Cameroon.
Amnesty International has criticized Europe, saying its primary aim is to close the Mediterranean route 

and leave hundreds of thousands of migrants trapped in Libya and facing horrific abuses.
John Dalhuisen, Amnesty International’s Director for Europe, said: “Plans which overwhelmingly prioritize 

the ‘voluntary’ return of people now stuck in Libya to their country of origin without an effective system 
for assessing and meeting asylum needs or offering more resettlement places will end up as a mechanism 
for mass deportation.”

___
Petesch reported from Dakar, Senegal. Associated Press writers Hilary Uguru in Warri, Nigeria and Ab-

doulie John in Banjul, Gambia contributed.

Man held in terror plot to kill British prime minister
LONDON (AP) — A man has been ordered held Wednesday after being accused in a plot to assassinate 

Prime Minister Theresa May.
Naa’imur Zakariyah Rahman, 20, has been remanded in custody at Westminster Magistrates’ Court.
The plan allegedly involved planting a bomb near the entrance of Downing Street and then continuing 

the attack with a knife and suicide vest in a bid to kill the U.K. leader in the ensuing chaos.
He is charged with preparing acts of terrorism and appeared alongside another man, Mohammed Aqib 

Imran, who is accused of trying to join the Islamic State group but wasn’t charged in connection with the 
assassination plot.

Rahman is also accused of assisting Imran in terror planning.
The pair was arrested in London and Birmingham on Nov. 28 by the Metropolitan Police Counter Ter-

rorism Command.
Britain’s media had reported earlier that two men were involved in the plot to kill May.

Bitcoin worth millions stolen days before US exchange opens
By ELAINE KURTENBACH, AP Business Writer

TOKYO (AP) — A bitcoin mining company in Slovenia has been hacked for the possible theft of tens of 
millions of dollars, just days before the virtual currency, which hit a record above $15,000 on Thursday, is 
due to start trading on major U.S. exchanges.

NiceHash, a company that mines bitcoins on behalf of customers, said it is investigating a security breach 
and will stop operating for 24 hours while it verifies how many bitcoins were taken.

Research company Coindesk said that a wallet address referred to by NiceHash users indicates that 
about 4,700 bitcoins had been stolen. At Thursday’s record price of about $15,000, that puts the value at 
over $70 million.

There was no immediate response from NiceHash to an emailed request for more details.
“The incident has been reported to the relevant authorities and law enforcement and we are cooperating 

with them as a matter of urgency,” it said. The statement urged users to change their online passwords.
Slovenian police are investigating the case together with authorities in other states, spokesman Bostjan 
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Lindav said, without providing details.

The hack will put a spotlight on the security of bitcoin just as the trading community prepares for the 
currency to start trading on two established U.S. exchanges. Futures for bitcoin will start trading on the 
Chicago Board Options Exchange on Sunday evening and on crosstown rival CME Group’s platforms later 
in the month.

That has increased the sense among some investors that bitcoin is gaining in mainstream legitimacy 
after several countries, like China, tried to stifle the virtual currency.

As a result, the price of bitcoin has jumped in the past year, particularly so in recent weeks. On Thursday 
it surged to over $15,000, up $1,300 in less than a day, according to Coindesk. At the start of the year, 
one bitcoin was worth less than $1,000.

Bitcoin is the world’s most popular virtual currency. Such currencies are not tied to a bank or govern-
ment and allow users to spend money anonymously. They are basically lines of computer code that are 
digitally signed each time they are traded.

A debate is raging on the merits of such currencies. Some say they serve merely to facilitate money 
laundering and illicit, anonymous payments. Others say they can be helpful methods of payment, such as 
in crisis situations where national currencies have collapsed.

Miners of bitcoins and other virtual currencies help keep the systems honest by having their computers 
keep a global running tally of transactions. That prevents cheaters from spending the same digital coin 
twice.

Online security is a vital concern for such dealings.
In Japan, following the failure of a bitcoin exchange called Mt. Gox, new laws were enacted to regulate 

bitcoin and other virtual currencies. Mt. Gox shut down in February 2014, saying it lost about 850,000 
bitcoins, possibly to hackers.

___
Ali Zerdin in Ljubljana, Slovenia, and Carlo Piovano in London contributed to this story.

Have we seen this story before? Black Monday 30 years later
By STAN CHOE, AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — How long can this nirvana last for investors?
The stock market keeps ticking methodically higher into record territory, and the Dow Jones industrial 

average closed above 23,000 for the first time on Wednesday. It’s been nearly 16 months since S&P 500 
index funds had a pullback of even 5 percent over the course of days or weeks, the longest such streak 
in two decades.

Many analysts expect the market to keep climbing, at least for the next year. The global economy is 
improving, corporate profits are rising and inflation remains low but not so low that it makes economists 
nervous.

But as investors learned so painfully 30 years ago, markets can shift quickly. On Oct. 19, 1987, the S&P 
500 plummeted 20.5 percent to wipe out what had been sizeable gains for the year.

Virtually no one is predicting a repeat of “Black Monday,” which was the stock market’s worst day in 
history and happened when conditions were different from today. But several worries are circulating un-
derneath the market’s placid surface. While they may not cause a 20 percent drop in one day, they could 
be the spark for the market’s next drop of 5 percent or more, whenever it ends up happening.

Here are a few potential stumbling blocks for a stock market that’s more than tripled since its 2009 bot-
tom in the Great Recession, including a surge of 20 percent over the last 12 months:

— Stocks are expensive. Even the most optimistic analysts wouldn’t call the market cheap. Stock prices 
tend to follow the trend of corporate profits over the long term, but stocks have been rising more quickly 
than earnings recently. The S&P 500 is trading at 31 times its average earnings over the last 10 years, 
after adjusting for inflation, according to data compiled by Yale economist Robert Shiller. That’s the high-
est level since the summer of 2001, when the dot-com bubble was deflating.
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By themselves, stock prices rising faster than earnings aren’t enough to cause markets to buckle. The 

stock market stayed at or above this level of price-to-earnings for years following the summer of 1997. 
But they’re enough to give some strategists pause.

— The Fed is tightening. The Federal Reserve slashed short-term interest rates to near zero in response 
to the 2008 financial crisis. It also took the unprecedented step of purchasing trillions of dollars of bonds 
to keep rates low. Those low rates meant bonds were paying little in interest, and investors moved into 
stocks in search of greater returns.

Now the Fed is slowly pulling back. This month it started paring back its $4.5 trillion in bond investments. 
And many investors expect the central bank to raise short-term interest rates at its meeting in December, 
which would be the third increase this year.

Higher interest rates make borrowing more expensive for companies, and those bigger interest payments 
could erode profits, at least modestly. Some investors are even talking about the slim possibility that the 
Fed will raise rates more quickly than it anticipates, if inflation picks up from its current slow pace. “Our 
downside scenario is that inflation becomes too hot and central banks wake up to the fact that they’re 
behind the curve,” said Jon Adams, senior investment strategist at BMO Global Asset Management.

— The leadership of the Fed may soon change. Janet Yellen’s term as chair of the central bank expires 
in February, and whoever sits in the seat next will have great influence over how quickly the Fed moves. 
President Donald Trump said he’ll likely choose from a field of five candidates, one of whom is Yellen.

Many analysts and investors expect the next chair to stick to the Fed’s announced schedule for bond-
investment reductions, but any uncertainty could unnerve investors.

— Tax reform may fail, or the dollar may jump in value. Stocks have recently received a boost from rising 
expectations Washington will be able to cut tax rates. Lower taxes could mean bigger profits for compa-
nies and likely launch another round of stock repurchases by businesses. But if Washington stumbles, the 
disappointment could drag down stocks.

Strategists at Goldman Sachs say the S&P 500 may end the year at 2,650 if tax reform passes, which 
would be a roughly 3.5 percent gain from Tuesday’s close. But if reform doesn’t happen by then, the index 
may end the year at 2,400, down 6.3 percent from Wednesday’s close of 2,561.26.

If the dollar jumps in value, meanwhile, it would cut into the profits that multinationals have been mak-
ing from their overseas sales.

— North Korea and other hotspots around the world remain big unknowns. Analysts call this “geopolitical 
risk,” and one of the reasons it’s so scary for investors is that it’s not possible to predict.

“There are a lot of dangerous things going on,” said John Vail, chief global strategist at Nikko Asset 
Management. Besides the worsening war of words between North Korea and the United States, he listed 
Ukraine and Syria as other areas with the capability of drawing the world’s big powers into conflict.

So far, investors have shrugged off such worries, but for how much longer?

Scientists call on US to allow research on pot meds for pets
By ANDREW SELSKY, Associated Press

BEND, Ore. (AP) — Dr. Byron Maas surveys a supply of marijuana products for dogs that lines a shelf in 
his veterinary clinic. They’re selling well.

“The ‘Up and Moving’ is for joints and for pain,” he explains. “The ‘Calm and Quiet’ is for real anxious 
dogs, to take away that anxiety.”

People anxious to relieve suffering in their pets are increasingly turning to oils and powders that contain 
CBDs, a non-psychoactive component of marijuana. But there’s little data on whether they work, or if 
they have harmful side effects.

That’s because Washington has been standing in the way of clinical trials, veterinarians and researchers 
say. Now, a push is underway to have barriers removed, so both pets and people can benefit.

Those barriers have had more than just a chilling effect.
When the federal Drug Enforcement Administration announced last year that even marijuana extracts 
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with CBD and little or no THC - marijuana’s intoxicating component - are an illegal Schedule 1 drug, the 
University of Pennsylvania halted its clinical trials. Colorado State University is pushing ahead.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has warned companies that sell marijuana products online and 
via pet shops and animal hospitals that they’re violating laws by offering “unapproved new animal drugs.” 
The FDA threatened legal action.

But, seeing potential benefits of CBDs, the American Veterinary Medical Association’s policy-making body 
said last summer it wants the DEA to declassify marijuana as a Schedule 1 drug “to facilitate research 
opportunities for veterinary and human medical uses.” It asked the board of the national veterinarians’ 
organization to investigate working with other stakeholders toward that goal. The board is awaiting a 
recommendation from two group councils.

“The concern our membership has is worry about people extrapolating their own dosages, looking to 
medicate their pets outside the realm of the medical professional,” Board Chairman Michael Whitehair said 
in a telephone interview. “This is an important reason for us to continue the research.”

Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch, a conservative Republican, became an unlikely champion of this push when he 
introduced a bill in September that would open the path for more clinical research. While Hatch said he 
opposes recreational marijuana use, he wants marijuana-based drugs, regulated by the FDA, produced 
for people with disorders.

“We lack the science to support use of medical marijuana products like CBD oils, not because research-
ers are unwilling to do the work, but because of bureaucratic red tape and over-regulation,” Hatch said.

Dawn Boothe, of Auburn University’s College of Veterinary Medicine, is waiting for federal approval to 
begin a study of marijuana’s effects on dogs with epilepsy. The classification of marijuana products con-
taining CBD as a Schedule 1 drug, the same category as heroin and LSD, creates a “major, major, major, 
terrible roadblock” for researchers, Boothe said in a phone interview.

Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine were studying CBDs’ effects 
on dogs with osteoarthritis and pruritis, or itchiness, until the DEA released its policy statement.

“The ambiguity in this process has really brought us to a screeching halt,” said Michael DiGregorio, di-
rector of the university’s clinical trials center. “It is research that needs to be done, because there are a 
lot of CBD products out there.”

When it clarified that marijuana CBD extracts are Schedule 1 drugs, the DEA said it was assigning a code 
number to those substances to better track them and to comply with international drug control treaties.

DiGregorio complained that researchers seeking federal approval to study CBD products are told to 
provide certain data, but that data isn’t normally available until the study is done.

“If you don’t have the data, you can’t get the registration to do the work,” he said.
On a recent morning, Maas took a break from seeing four-legged patients in the Bend Veterinary Clinic. 

A stethoscope dangling from his neck over green scrubs, Maas said his clients have reported CBDs help 
relieve pain, arthritis, anxiety, loss of appetite, epilepsy and inflammation in their pets.

“Unfortunately there’s not a lot of research out there, especially on animals, on CBD compounds,” Maas 
said. “The research is really necessary to help us understand how to actually use these compounds on 
our pets.”

Veterinarian Janet Ladyga of the Blue Sky Veterinary Clinic, also in Bend, said she doesn’t recommend 
marijuana products because of the unknowns.

“We don’t have a lot of evidence right now, so we don’t know the toxicity or the safety profile ... and we 
don’t have any good evidence to show either if it’s safe or efficacious,” she said.

The study at Colorado State University aims to provide some data. The roughly two dozen dogs in the 
arthritis study and the 30 in the epilepsy tests are given either CBD oil or a placebo. For the arthritis study, 
activity monitors are attached to the animals’ collars, to determine if they’re more mobile when they’re 
taking CBD.

Principal investigator Stephanie McGrath said she hopes the results will be a stepping stone for longer 
and more diverse studies, and that they provide useful information for human medicine.
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“Every medication we’re taking has been given to a dog first,” the University of Pennsylvania’s DiGregorio 

noted.
Meanwhile, Boothe said she had everything ready to start her study in January, and was waiting for a 

green light from federal officials.
“I don’t know what’s taking so long,” she said.
___
Follow Andrew Selsky on Twitter at https://twitter.com/andrewselsky

San Deigo’s High rent fuels homelessness, hepatitis outbreak
By JULIE WATSON, Associated Press

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Christine Wade found a haven in the tent she shared with six children, pitched in 
an asphalt parking lot.

It was, at least, far better than their previous home in the city, a shelter where rats ate through the 
family’s bags of clothes and chewed on 2-year-old Jaymason’s stroller. Roughly 50 of the encampment’s 
200 residents were children, so Wade’s kids had plenty of playmates.

“It’s peaceful here,” Wade, 31, who is eight months pregnant, said in an October interview. “There’s coffee 
first thing in the morning. We can hang out here in the daytime. I mean what more could you ask for?”

A tent, of course, is not a home. But for these San Diegans, it is a blessing.
Like other major cities all along the West Coast, San Diego is struggling with a homeless crisis. In a place 

that bills itself as “America’s Finest City,” renowned for its sunny weather, surfing and fish tacos, spiraling 
real estate values have contributed to spiraling homelessness, leaving more than 3,200 people living on 
the streets or in their cars.

Most alarmingly, the explosive growth in the number of people living outdoors has contributed to a 
hepatitis A epidemic that has killed 20 people in the past year — the worst U.S. outbreak of its kind in 20 
years. Deplorable sanitary conditions help spread the liver-damaging virus that lives in feces.

“Some of the most vulnerable are dying in the streets in one of the most desirable and livable regions 
in America,” a San Diego County grand jury wrote in its report in June  — reiterating warnings it gave the 
city repeatedly over the past decade to better address homelessness.

San Diego has struggled to do that. Two years ago, Mayor Kevin Faulconer, a moderate Republican, 
closed a downtown tent shelter that operated for 29 years during winter months. He promised a “game 
changer” — a new, permanent facility with services to funnel people to housing.

But it wasn’t enough.
The result? Legions of Californians without shelter. A spreading contagion. Endless political disputes over 

what can and should be done — and mounting bills for taxpayers. Struggling schools and other institu-
tions. And an extraordinary challenge to the city’s sunny identity that threatens its key tourism industry.

For now, San Diego again is turning to tents. The campground where the Wades lived was only tem-
porary; this month, officials are opening three industrial-sized tents that will house a total of 700 people.

There are plans afoot to build less-makeshift housing. But to deal with the immediate emergency and 
operate the giant tents, the city had to take $6.5 million that had been budgeted for permanent homes.

Democrat Councilman David Alvarez cast the only vote against the plan. “Had we actually invested in 
a homeless strategy, we would not be here today being asked to warehouse 700 people in giant tents,” 
he said.

Republican Councilwoman Lorie Zapf’s mother was mentally ill and died homeless in Los Angeles. She 
agreed with Alvarez that the tents were not a perfect solution to San Diego’s crisis, but she could not in 
good conscience pass up a chance to get people off the streets.

“We need to do anything we can to stop this tsunami of people who are ending up on our sidewalks,” 
she said.

___
“The people of San Diego need to decide what they want the city to look like,” said Gordon Walker, who 
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took the helm this summer of the San Diego Regional Task Force on the Homeless amid praise for his 
efforts in combatting chronic homelessness in Utah.

“San Francisco has essentially given up its streets to the homeless,” added Walker, who served as deputy 
undersecretary for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development during the Reagan adminis-
tration. “It could go either way here. The real issue is we don’t have enough housing.”

Last year, the number of people living outdoors in San Diego jumped 18 percent over the previous year, 
according to an annual count taken in January.  More than 400 makeshift shelters sprung up downtown, 
covering sidewalks across from new high-rise apartment buildings that have climbed in lockstep with the 
booming biotech-heavy economy and soaring rents, among the nation’s highest. A studio apartment goes 
for around $1,500 a month, on average.

Most of the homeless, like the Wade family, did not migrate to San Diego to live on the streets but are 
local residents who became homeless in a city where rents increased nearly 8 percent in a year. High-rise 
buildings have replaced discount residential buildings that offered single rooms for rent, housing people 
living paycheck-to-paycheck. Nearly half of the 9,000 rooms have disappeared since 2003.

In October, as the hepatitis death toll climbed and the city declared a homeless emergency, Faulconer and 
the nonprofit Alpha Project opened the Balboa Park campground where the Wades found shelter. The city 
installed public washing stations, opened 24-hour restrooms and scrubbed streets with a bleach solution.

Police also cracked down, issuing hundreds of citations, largely for illegal lodging. Within weeks, the nearly 
400 tents and tarps downtown were gone. Those who work with the homeless say they simply scattered.

“It could be like a campfire when all the embers are spread out. It either dies out or it catches other 
areas and makes a bigger fire than we originally had,” said Dr. Jeffrey Norris, the medical director of Father 
Joe’s Villages, which runs a clinic that treats 2,800 homeless annually.

The number of encampments hidden in the brush and bamboo along the banks of the San Diego River 
doubled.

“It’s being used as a toilet,” said Zapf, whose council district includes the river, bays and beaches.
The San Diego River Park Foundation’s mission is to preserve the river, a green ribbon that starts from 

snowmelt in the mountains east of San Diego and builds as it snakes through a valley of cottonwood groves 
and continues under freeway overpasses by shopping centers.

The foundation spent $115,000 removing 250,000 pounds of trash left by the homeless camps this year. 
Litter is carried by the river, which feeds into the Pacific at a popular dog beach.

Director Rob Hutsel said he gets asked by potential donors about the foundation’s plans to create a 
52-mile-long river park and trail system: “What about the homeless? Don’t build a park. It’ll just bring in 
more.”

“Gosh, parks are good,” he said. “There shouldn’t be any thought about building a park. That’s so un-
fortunate.”

___
Laurie Britton operates an organic coffee roasting business and coffee shop, Cafe Virtuoso, in the Bar-

rio Logan neighborhood. The winter shelter was nearby, and Britton was among those who supported its 
closure two years ago because it drew throngs of homeless people to the area.

But when it closed, the problem exploded. Tents, tarps, shopping carts, needles and trash spilled into 
the street, making it difficult to drive to her cafe.

Her customers’ cars would get bashed by bottles or sprayed with urine. People locked themselves in the 
bathroom to do drugs. One Saturday, Britton dressed up to give a tour but had to scrape piles of human 
feces off the sidewalk first. Another morning, a man flashed a knife and glared when she asked him not 
to put a tarp next to her cafe’s parking fence.

She issued pepper spray to her 14 employees.
“If it gets out of hand, the girls know to grab the pepper spray and do what you have to do,” she said. 

“The reality is I am here to protect my customers and employees. It’s not my job to give you a bathroom 
and free water. And clean up when you just peed on my door. Really? This is hard enough. I don’t need 
to be doing that.”
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Since the city started cleaning up the streets, business has increased by 20 percent. She now welcomes 

the giant tents — two of which are within a block of her business — if people eventually end up in per-
manent housing.

She’s also trying to help. Her coffee roasting lab offers job training and works with a school exclusively 
for homeless students.

“But if it gets as bad as it was again, I’d probably move,” she said.
John Long did relocate his Halcyon coffee bar and lounge in October to San Marcos, a town north of 

San Diego. Three years ago, the hip Austin-based chain opened to much fanfare as a sign of downtown’s 
gentrification, with floor-to-ceiling windows and a patio that looked onto a new park.

But espresso-drinking customers ended up with a view of people sleeping on the grass.
“One had to hope that with that much investments going into the area downtown, the city would keep 

the sidewalk clean — especially the park — but that didn’t happen,” Long said.
Long kept his lease and may someday reopen a business there. First, though, “There needs to be a 

dramatic change and action.”
___
Father Joe’s Villages is working on a $531 million plan to take about 2,700 people off the streets through 

new construction or by refurbishing motels over the next five years. Federal, state and local funds will 
cover most of the cost, but the charity still must raise $120 million.

“That’s truly what we need just to make a dent,” said Deacon Jim Vargas, the group’s president.
The mayor has earmarked more than $80 million to reduce homelessness over the next three years. The 

plan includes incentives for landlords and $30 million for developers to create 300 affordable units. The 
goal is for 65 percent of tent occupants to be moved into housing.

“Ultimately the goal is to put everyone in a home who wants to be,” Faulconer told The Associated Press. 
“We need to get people off the streets now and then move forward on constructing units.”

But the temporary solution is expensive. At a cost of $1,700 per person per month, $6.5 million will cover 
seven months, but the tents may need to remain open for up to two years, depending on the housing 
market, according to the San Diego Housing Commission’s head, Rick Gentry.

Meanwhile, San Diego County has spent more than $4 million to cope with the hepatitis outbreak. Public 
health nurses carting coolers of the vaccine have administered more than 100,000 shots, including outside 
restrooms and libraries and under freeway overpasses.

It didn’t have to come to this, said Michael McConnell, a retired businessman-turned-activist who prods 
the city to stop arresting the homeless.

“The slogan ‘America’s Finest City’ is being tarnished day by day because the city has been turning a 
blind eye to its most vulnerable,” McConnell said, as crews sprayed a bleach solution along 17th Street in 
September after people moved bags, bicycles and overflowing grocery carts.

In 2005 and in 2015, the grand jury recommended the city provide more public restrooms to its home-
less population. But city officials feared they would attract drug dealers. They also balked at the $250,000 
estimated installation cost and the hundreds of thousands of dollars believed needed to operate them.

Then hepatitis A made it everyone’s problem.
With more than 560 cases and more than 360 people hospitalized, doctors recommended vaccinations to 

anyone who regularly goes downtown. Members of one fire crew were inoculated after stomping through 
human feces.

___
At Perkins Elementary School, staffers have found excrement and urine outside classrooms before the 

school opened for the day, and some worry the hepatitis virus may be brought into the school on shoes. 
Perkins has a playground with a panoramic view of sleek high-rises and the shiny dome of the city’s new 
central library; it also has a student body that is more than a quarter homeless, up from 4 percent three 
years ago.

Homelessness takes a particular toll on the young. Fernando Hernandez, Perkins’ principal, said many of 
the homeless students are far below grade levels. Some have not attended school in years.
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“We have first graders who get out of bed and get to school on their own,” Hernandez said. “Some 

come to school after sleeping on a floor and don’t sleep well. That may be why they are not learning. So 
we have to recalibrate our expectations.”

Shawnni Wade was a straight-A student as a third grader before her family’s troubles escalated. In all 
the upheaval, she left the school; now, she’s returned as a seventh grader.

“It’s weird to be back,” said the girl with bright green eyes and a sly smile.
But then, little about this 12-year-old girl’s life has been normal.
Christine Wade’s ex-husband’s drug addiction got them booted from apartments and then a shelter. 

After they divorced, he let Wade care for his two daughters, whom she had raised for eight years. She 
moved the six children to a residential hotel, where she paid $1,200 a month for a kitchenette with two 
queen beds.

But Wade, who is in poor health, often called in sick. She lost her job cleaning hospital rooms.
A month later, she discovered she was pregnant, despite birth control. A doctor talked to her about 

abortion. “I didn’t have the heart to do that,” she said.
Without her income, she lost the kitchenette last spring.
“There’s so little help for a big family,” Wade said.
She could find space only in a rat-infested shelter, where the family lived before landing in the Balboa 

Park campground. As the sun set on their second night there, Shawnni — oblivious to nearby freeway 
traffic — looked to the sky and said she liked camping. Wade smiled.

Then, a few weeks ago, Wade fell ill again and was hospitalized. She could not return to the campground 
in her condition, so the family moved into yet another shelter.

A caseworker is now helping her find a home. She hopes to have one before next month, when she 
expects to give birth to a son.

___
Follow AP’s complete coverage of the West Coast homeless crisis here: https://apnews.com/tag/Home-

lessCrisis

Asian share prices mixed after US markets regain equilibrium
By YOUKYUNG LEE, AP Business Writer

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Share prices were mixed in Asia on Thursday, with Japan and Australia 
leading gains after U.S. indexes stabilized overnight.

KEEPING SCORE: Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 jumped 1.2 percent to 22,435.54 and Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 rose 
0.6 percent to 5,981.10. Most other regional benchmarks fell. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index was flat at 
28,226.37 and the Shanghai Composite index slipped 0.6 percent to 3,273.47. South Korea’s Kospi lost 0.7 
percent to 2,456.08. Stocks in Southeast Asia were mixed.

WALL STREET: On Wednesday, U.S. stocks closed mixed. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index was flat at 
2,629.27, shedding just 30 points. The Dow Jones industrial average fell 0.2 percent to 24,140.91, while the 
tech-heavy Nasdaq composite rose 0.2 percent, to 6,776.38. The Russell 2000 index of small-cap stocks 
lost 0.5 percent to 1,508.88.

ANALYST’S VIEW: “By no means do we expect risk sentiment to rebound this morning, though with the 
U.S. leads, one would be keen to see if Asian markets would similarly find stability in the day,” Jingyi Pan 
of IG said in a commentary. “Overnight we have seen U.S. markets stabilize as the likes of the Dow Jones 
and the S&P 500 index broke the downtrend to find narrow-range trading, keeping the intraday changes 
moderate.”

GEOPOLITICAL ISSUES: Market reaction was muted to President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, ending decades of unwavering U.S. neutrality on the issue. In other 
global developments, the British and Irish prime ministers spoke, seeking to overcome a logjam in Brexit 
talks, but there was no sign of an imminent breakthrough.

U.S. JOBS: A report from payroll processor ADP showed private employers added 190,000 jobs last month, 
slightly better than expected. The report comes two days before a government jobs report, among the 



Thursday, Dec. 07, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 151 ~ 55 of 56

Groton Daily Independent
last key economic indicators before the Federal Reserve’s meeting next week.

OIL: Benchmark U.S. crude bounced back slightly from heavy losses overnight. It rose 19 cents to $56.15 
per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. On Wednesday, the contract sank 
$1.66 to settle at $55.96 per barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, added 28 cents to $61.50 per 
barrel. It lost $1.64 to $61.22 a barrel on Wednesday.

CURRENCIES: The dollar rose to 112.40 Japanese yen from 112.27 yen while the euro strengthened to 
$1.1802 from $1.1796.

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Thursday, Dec. 7, the 341st day of 2017. There are 24 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 7, 1941, during a series of raids in the Pacific, Imperial Japan’s navy launched a pre-emptive 

attack on the U.S. Navy base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, killing 2,400 people, about half of them on the 
battleship USS Arizona. (The United States declared war against Japan the next day.)

On this date:
In 43 B.C., Roman statesman and scholar Marcus Tullius Cicero was slain at the order of the Second 

Triumvirate.
In 1787, Delaware became the first state to ratify the U.S. Constitution.
In 1842, the New York Philharmonic performed its first concert.
In 1909, chemist Leo H. Baekeland received a U.S. patent for Bakelite (BAY’-kuh-lyt), the first synthetic 

plastic.
In 1917, during World War I, the United States declared war on Austria-Hungary.
In 1946, fire broke out at the Winecoff (WYN’-kahf) Hotel in Atlanta; the blaze killed 119 people, includ-

ing hotel founder W. Frank Winecoff.
In 1967, the Beatles opened the Apple Boutique in London; the venture proved disastrous, and the shop 

closed the following July.
In 1972, America’s last moon mission to date was launched as Apollo 17 blasted off from Cape Canaveral. 

Imelda Marcos, wife of Philippine President Ferdinand E. Marcos, was stabbed and seriously wounded by 
an assailant who was shot dead by her bodyguards.

In 1987, 43 people were killed after a gunman aboard a Pacific Southwest Airlines jetliner in California 
apparently opened fire on a fellow passenger, the pilots and himself, causing the plane to crash. Soviet 
leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev set foot on American soil for the first time, arriving for a Washington summit 
with President Ronald Reagan.

In 1993, a gunman opened fire on a Long Island Rail Road commuter train, killing six people and wound-
ing 19. (The shooter was later sentenced to a minimum of 200 years in prison.)

In 1995, a 746-pound probe from the Galileo spacecraft hurtled into Jupiter’s atmosphere, sending back 
data to the mothership before it was presumably destroyed.

In 2004, Hamid Karzai (HAH’-mihd KAHR’-zeye) was sworn in as Afghanistan’s first popularly elected 
president.

Ten years ago: Congressional Democrats demanded a full Justice Department investigation into whether 
the CIA had obstructed justice by destroying videotapes documenting the harsh 2002 interrogations of 
two alleged terrorists. Two window washers fell 47 stories from a Manhattan skyscraper when their scaf-
folding failed; Edgar Moreno was killed, but his brother, Alcides (ahl-SEE’-days), miraculously survived (and 
is still alive).

Five years ago: President Barack Obama asked Congress for $60.4 billion in federal aid for New York, 
New Jersey and other states hit by Superstorm Sandy (lawmakers ended up passing a $50.5 billion emer-
gency relief measure in addition to a $9.7 billion bill to replenish the National Flood Insurance Program).

One year ago: President-elect Donald Trump selected retired Marine Gen. John Kelly to head the Depart-
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ment of Homeland Security, Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt to lead the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the former chief executive of World Wrestling Entertainment, Linda McMahon, to run the Small 
Business Administration and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad to be the new U.S. ambassador to China. Time 
magazine named Donald Trump its Person of the Year. A Pakistan International Airlines commuter plane 
crashed in the north of the country, killing all 47 people on board. A magnitude 6.5 earthquake struck 
Indonesia’s Aceh (ah-cheh) Province, killing more than 100 people. NBC broadcast a live, three-hour pro-
duction of the musical “Hairspray.”

Today’s Birthdays: Linguist and political philosopher Noam Chomsky is 89. Bluegrass singer Bobby Os-
borne is 86. Actress Ellen Burstyn is 85. Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., is 80. Broadcast journalist Carole 
Simpson is 77. Baseball Hall of Famer Johnny Bench is 70. Actor-director-producer James Keach is 70. 
Country singer Gary Morris is 69. Singer-songwriter Tom Waits is 68. Sen. Susan M. Collins, R-Maine, is 
65. Basketball Hall of Famer Larry Bird is 61. Actress Priscilla Barnes is 60. Former “Tonight Show” an-
nouncer Edd (cq) Hall is 59. Rock musician Tim Butler (The Psychedelic Furs) is 59. Actor Patrick Fabian 
is 53. Actor Jeffrey Wright is 52. Actor C. Thomas Howell is 51. Actress Kimberly Hebert Gregory (TV: 
“Kevin (Probably) Saves the World”) is 45. Producer-director Jason Winer is 45. Former NFL player Terrell 
Owens is 44. Rapper-producer Kon Artis is 43. Pop singer Nicole Appleton (All Saints) is 42. Latin singer 
Frankie J is 41. Country singer Sunny Sweeney is 41. Actor Chris Chalk is 40. Actress Shiri Appleby is 39. 
Pop-rock singer/celebrity judge Sara Bareilles (bah-REHL’-es) is 38. Actress Jennifer Carpenter is 38. Actor 
Jack Huston is 35. Singer Aaron Carter is 30.

Thought for Today: “The highest tribute to the dead is not grief but gratitude.” — Thornton Wilder, 
American playwright and author (born 1897, died this date in 1975).


