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Subscribe to the E-Weekly Groton Independent - only $12 for 
1 year (E edition only). Email office@grotonsd.net to subscribe. 
We'll email you an invoice. It's that simple!!!

GT Robotics has teams in the championship matches 
of all three tournament so far this year!

G.A.T. Wrenches and G-Force of GT Robotics allianced against a Vermillion and Harrisburg alliance for the tournament championship at 
the 5th Annual Harrisburg Qualifying VEX Robotics Tournament. Unfortunately, their robots were showing the stress of fourteen matches 
without being able return to their pits for more thorough maintenance, motor cooling and battery charging and were not able score enough 
to win the matches.

Rankings of the GT Robotics teams at the Harrisburg Tourney at the end of the qualifying rounds were:  G.A.T. Wrenches in 3rd place, 
G-Force in 8th, Galaxy in 16th, Gear Heads in 17th, and Geek Squad in 20th.  The tournament had 22 teams competing in the VEX EDR 
division (middle and high school). The teams came from Mitchell, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Canton, Vermillion and Groton.

G.A.T Wrenches was hoping to win back to back championships after being tournament champions at the previous tournament in Mitch-
ell. G.A.T. Wrenches also earned the Excellence Award and Robot Skills (scoring by yourself in one minute).   GT Robotics qualifying round 
rankings at the Mitchell tourney were:  G.A.T. Wrenches 1st Place, Galaxy 6th, Geek Squad 10th, Gear Heads 11th and G-Force 12th place.

The entire GT Robotics club was honored with the Sportsmanship Award because of our robotists willingness to help other teams with 
expertise and parts.  

Galaxy: Travis Townsend,  River Pardick, Alex Dutchuk
(Courtesy photo)

Geek Squad:  Andrew Marzahn, Isaac Smith, Dragr Monson, 
Jacob Lewandowski.
(Courtesy photo)

Gear Heads: Bryson Wambach,  Jackson Dinger, Dan Feist, 
Ethan Clark.
(Courtesy photo)

G.A.T. Wrenches:   Noah Tullis, Tyler Iverson, Adrian Knutson.
(Courtesy photo)

G-Force:    Steven Paulson,  Tanner McGannon, Lee Iverson, 
Hunter Monson.
(Courtesy photo)

At our tourney in Groton October 21, G-Force allianced with a Mitchell 
team and ended up battling another Mitchell team that was allianced 
with a Harrisburg team for the championship, however, they came up 
short in two very close matches. Rankings of GT Robotics teams after 
the qualifying rounds were: Galaxy in 4th, Geek Squad 5th, G.A.T. 
Wrenches 7th, G-Force 10th and Gear Heads in 13th place of 15.

That is the stats of GT Robotics, but that is only the facts. That is 
not the good part of robotics.  The good stuff is watching Jacob of 
Geek Squad working hard to figure out why his robot is not working 
and taking on repairs and scrambling to get them done in the minutes 
between matches, when he is the only regular member of his team at 
the tourney, but he has a clubmate, Tanner, who became a Geek for 
a day to help him.  Or watching Hunter, after he was so discouraged 
with his team’s robot performance, ask to work on his robot immedi-
ately after our return from the Mitchell tourney. To see the work ethic, 
the resilience, the determination of these young robotists is the good 
stuff. The right stuff!                                                      - by Jim Lane



Midwest Masonry & Concrete Pumping
Greg Heilman, owner

405 E 1st Ave., Groton 
Greg: 253/929-9137
Mike: 605/492-7041

midwestmasonry1@yahoo.com

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Olde
Bank
Floral 

@

101 N. Main St., Groton ~ 397-8650 
www.oldebankfloral.com

Fresh 
flowers, 

silks, 
home 
decor & so much 

more
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Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337
104 N. Main, Groton

Weekly Vikings Roundup
By Jordan Wright

The Minnesota Vikings have plenty to be thankful this season, and 
beating the Detroit Lions on Thanksgiving Day and essentially lock-
ing up the NFC North is the most recent. With the Vikings heading to 
Detroit with a 2-game lead in the division, this game was a must-win 
for the Lions. Detroit had confidence heading into the game, after 
sweeping the Vikings last season and going into Minnesota and beat-
ing the Vikings on their home turf. However, it was the Vikings who 
prevailed on Thursday – and they now have a commanding 3-game 
lead in the NFC North with only five games left to play this year.

The Vikings, led once again by Case Keenum, started out hot. 
The Lions got the ball to start the game, but they were forced into 
a three-and-out. The Vikings took their first drive 80-yards over the course of 14 plays to 
score a touchdown to make the score 6-0 (the extra point was missed). The Lions fumbled 
on the second play of their second drive, which led to a three-play, 39-yard touchdown drive 
by the Vikings. Before the Lions knew what hit them, the Vikings were up by 13 points. The 
end score was 30-23, but it was a much more lopsided game than the score would indicate. 
There were a few questionable calls that went the Lions’ way and kept them in the game, but 
the Vikings were mentally tough enough to overcome and put the Lions away for good with 
a game-sealing interception by Xavier Rhodes.

Keenum completed 21 of 30 passes for 282 yards and two touchdowns, no interceptions, 
while also adding seven rushes for 20 yards and another touchdown. He has certainly earned 
the right to be Minnesota’s starting quarterback for now, but he’s on a short leash and will 
likely be pulled in favor of Teddy Bridgewater at the first sign of regression. Latavius Murray 
carried the ball 20 times for 84 yards and a touchdown, and the Vikings ran for 136-yards as 
a team. Kyle Rudolph was the recipient of Keenum’s first touchdown toss, and he went back 
for seconds at the end of the first half to grab his second touchdown of the day.

The Vikings defense had perhaps their worse game of the season against Detroit, but they 
still held Matthew Stafford to 250 passing yards and closed the game out with the Xavier 
Rhodes interception. Speaking of Rhodes, he seems to have taken a step back as the season 
has worn on. He was primarily assigned to Marvin Jones, and Jones finished the game with 
six catches for 109 yards and two touchdowns. The Lions were unable to get anything going 
on the ground, but that was likely a combination of the Vikings run defense and the Lions 
ineptitude at running the ball (they are 30th in the league with only 78.3 yards per game).

Everson Griffen was the player of the game for the Vikings defense. He had four tackles, two 
sacks, two tackles for a loss, and three quarterback hits. Griffen also watched his son’s birth 
via video chat while warming up for the game in Detroit. He then wrote “I just had a baby 
boy. What should we name him?” on his shirt below his jersey – which he displayed after his 
first sack. He will likely be fined for the act, but I’m sure it was well worth it!

Looking ahead, the Vikings travel to Atlanta to battle the Falcons. After losing the Superbowl 
last year, the Falcons started this season off slowly before turning things around recently – they 
started out 3-3, but have won four of their last five games. The Falcons are slight favorites, 
but I’m not sure why – The Vikings score more points per game, have more yards per game, 
while also allowing less points and yards per game on defense. If Xavier Rhodes can shake 
this funk he’s going through, he’ll be able to shut down Julio Jones and the Falcons offense 
will be one dimensional. If the Vikings can do that, they will likely win. Skol!

If you have any questions or comments, reach out to me on Facebook (facebook.com/
SkolJWright) or on Twitter (@SkolJWright)

Friendly Fellows and Daisies
The Friendly Fellows and Daisies 4-H club met on Nov 12 at the Claremont Methodist Church.  

The meeting was called to order by Collin Frey.
The American Pledge was was led by  Braden Boe and the 4-H Pledge by Mallory Miller.  

There were 24 members present who answered roll call, which was Thanksgiving food.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Hanna Miller and 2nd by Clay Crawford.
The Secretary Report was approved by Dylan Frey and 2nd by Austin Crawford.
Old business was discussion on  recognition event and Record books
For new business Leader Mike Frey read the newshound and discussed the Christmas Party 

plans.
The meeting was adjourned by Braden Boe and 2nd by Kamryn Fliehs
Talks and Demonstrations were given by Logan Warrington- How to Frame a Puzzle, Ashlyn 

Warrington- Proper Plate Setting and Jordan Zoellner- Rifle Deer Hunting.
Lunch was served by Hanna, Mallory and Tucker Miller

Submitted by Kamryn Fliehs, Club Reporter

Groton Prairie Mixed
Team Standings: Cheetahs 11, Coyotes 9, Shih Tzus 8, Jackelopes 7, Foxes 7, Chipmunks 6
Men’s High Games: Roger Spaner 246, 223, Brad Waage 220, 214, Brad Larson 213, 202
Women’s High Games: Vicki Walter 198, Dar Larson 194, Sue Stanley 180
Men’s High Series: Roger Spanier 672, Brad Waage 626, Brad Larson 607
Women’s High Series: Sue Stanley 487, Vicki Walter 476, Nicole Kassube 447

Groton is bustling with activity
Business owners downtown has been bustling with renewed activity. Jamie Simon has 

opened her photography studio in the upstairs part of Olde Bank Floral ‘N More. GDI Liv-
ing Heart Fitness has moved to the former Cozy Cafe area at 13 N Main while Rachel Crank 
is now renting the area vacated by the fitness center. Crank will be opening up her Project 
Fitness and has been busy painting and sanding the floor in anticipation of her open house 
later this week. Topper Tastad has been working on the overhang of Dakota Brush after the 
wind had torn the canopy.

It is nice to see activity downtown. 
Even the churches around town are seeing new faces. After a long vacancy, Emmanuel 

Lutheran Church will be getting a new pastor. Pastor Young will be coming to Groton in the 
near future. The Christian Mission & Alliance Church has Josh Jetto serving that congregation 
after Pastor Bill Duncan served that church for a long time. Duncan’s son, Doug, has served 
as interm pastor. Pastor Craig Grams has announced his retirement next summer and the call 
committee has been activated at St. John’s Lutheran Church.



Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Removal, Grinding, Chipping, Trimming
605-725-WOOD

Mason Dinger: 605-216-6098
Trevor Zeck: 605-216-8910

Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
12/2 to 12/4  Bad Moms Christmas  

R
12/9 to 12/11  Thor Ragnarok  PG 

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net
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Three from Groton named to All-NEC VB Team
The Northeast Conference All-Conference Team for 2017 has been released. Groton Area, 

Aberdeen Roncalli and Redfield-Doland, the tri-conference champions, each had three players 
named to the team. They are Jennie Doeden, Gia Gengerke and Payton Maine from Groton 
Area; Jami Ewart, Megan Streier and Mariah Winegar from Roncalli; and Kennedy Fast, Rylie 
Gall and Olivia Shantz from Redfield-Doland. 

Others named to the team are Jaecy Engebretson and Molly Rick from Milbank Area, Faith 
Leiseth and Lexi Wadsworth from Hamlin, Brianna Beck from Britton-Hecla, Abbie Bratland 
from Clark/Willow Lake, Aubree Bearsheart from Tiospa Zina and Olivia Breske from Webster 
Area.

The Arrogant Physician
 
A friend gave me feedback a few days ago, 

"Some people say you are arrogant, but I 
tell them ‘No—he is just self-confident.’" He 
followed, "We need that in a doctor, but, you 
know, there is a fine line between those two 
characteristics." 

Uff da! That threw me for a bit. After 
thinking about it, I took it as an honest comment and a chance for me to improve myself. A 
physician/philosopher once said: "A true friend will help you grow by pointing out your warts. 
Instead of getting angry, one should take it as an opportunity to get better."

What is arrogance? The dictionary’s definition is harsh: "An offensive display of superiority or 
self-importance; overbearing pride." I see it in people who treat others poorly, especially those 
who are lower on some hierarchal level. Examples would include an employer who expects 
sexual favors of some kind, a prison guard who harasses a prisoner hatefully, a teacher or 
parent who supervises a student or child unjustly, or, to make the point, a doctor who treats 
a nurse or patient poorly. I believe nothing indicates the true color of an individual more than 
how he/she treats someone who may be lower on the totem pole.

I have seen examples of physicians acting this way: when a surgeon threw a scalpel across 
the room; when a specialist spoke negatively to the patient about a primary care physician; 
and when a surgical resident treated a young inner-city woman, infected by gonorrhea, with 
disdain and contempt. I am not proud that my profession probably deserves some of its 
reputation for being arrogant. On the other hand, part of the value provided by a physician 
comes from the sense that she or he is competent and knowledgeable. A humble physician 
is one thing, but an unsure and uncertain doctor is another.

Perhaps sometimes I have come off as a know-it-all. I need to work on that because I do not 
know it all. In fact, it seems the more I do know, the more I realize my inadequacies. My 

folks came from humble backgrounds, and I was drilled on the Golden Rule. The last thing I 
want to do is to portray myself as a physician who thinks he is more important than anyone 
else. Rather, I would like to be known as someone who is both competent and cares.

By Richard P. Holm M.D.
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Classifieds
 and Card of Thanks
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

TRACTOR SALVAGE
ABERDEEN, SD

1000+ Salvaged Tractors &
Combines
400+ Reground Crankshafts
500+ Tractor Tires
300+ Rebuilt Radiators

Phone (605) 225-0185
5 Miles North & 1 Mile West of CASE-IH

GREAT BUYS
& SERVICE!

WANT TO BUY
TRACTORS,
COMBINES
& SWATHERS
FOR SALVAGE

Large Line of Swather,
Baler & Cutter Parts.

MEYERS

SD-1622105D

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WIN A $3,000 GRAND PRIZE or one of ten 

$100 prizes! Take our survey at www.pulsepoll.
com and tell us about your media usage and 
shopping plans. Your input will help this paper 
help local businesses. Thank you!

AUCTIONS
HOT SPRINGS SD CITY SURPLUS AUCTION, 

selling 2000 Wilkens 45’ walking floor trailer, 
Elgin Pelican SE street sweeper, real estate 
w/sandstone water reservoir & more.  Online 
bidding Dec 6-12.  See www.bradeeenauction.
com for details 605-673-2629.

BRIDAL SHOWER
A COME AND GO bridal shower honor-

ing Amber Wolken, bride-to-be of Bryce 
Sombke, will be held Saturday, Decem-
ber 9, 2017 from 9 to 11am at St. John's 
Lutheran Church, 308 N 2nd St, Groton. 
The couple is registered at Target and 
Amazon.com. (1129.1206)

Latex and
Mylar

Balloons
Groton Daily
Independent

21 N Main St.
Groton

605-397-NEWS 
(6397)

Delivery in the 
Groton area

Groton City
Gravel Bid

Notice
INVITATION TO BID
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT The Groton City Council of the 

City of Groton, South Dakota, will open bids for the 2018 supply 
of gravel on December 4, 2017 at 7:15pm (local time) at the Com-
munity Center, 109 N 3rd Street, Groton, SD.  Received sealed bids 
will be opened and read aloud.  

Bids are invited for 2018 supply of approximately 2,000 cubic 
yards of crushed gravel delivered to the City of Groton, South Dakota.

The approximate quantity mentioned above are subject to in-
crease or decrease.  Questions or requests for further information 
should be directed to the City Finance Office, PO Box 587, Groton, 
SD  57445.

The City reserves the right to refuse any or all bids, to waive any 
informalities in the bidding and to award the contract in the best 
interests of the City of Groton, SD.

November 17, 2017
(1122.1129)
Hope Block
Finance Officer
Published twice at the total approximate cost of $17.16. 15043

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
WHITE LAKE CITY MUNICIPAL BAR available 

for lease beginning December 2, 2017. Building 
and equipment located at 112 S. Main St. Les-
see responsible for operation and management 
of the bar, and required to sign an operating 
contract with the city. Contact White Lake Fi-
nance Officer at 1-605-249-2301 or cityofwl@
midstatesd.net for information.

EMPLOYMENT
OUTPATIENT COUNSELOR. Master's Degree 

required; SD license preferred. Benefit pack-
age. Send resume to Catholic Social Services, 
529 Kansas City St., Rapid City, SD 57701_________________________________

HELP WANTED: PIC GENETIC NUCLEUS 
Swine Technicians, Mound City SD. No ex-
perience necessary but preferred. Excellent 
compensation and benefits package. Contact 
Susan.peterson@genusplc.com or 605-955-
3502 ext 4213_________________________________

ENEMY SWIM DAY SCHOOL in NE South Da-
kota has openings: Special Education Teacher; 
Middle School Science Teacher; Middle School 
Social Studies Teacher.  Visit www.esds.us, 
Employment Opportunities or (605)947-4605._________________________________

AURORA BRULE CARE & REHAB is currently 
looking for a new Director of Nursing (Must 
be Registered Nurse) Please contact Joseph 
Mason at 605-249-2216, email resume to: jo-
seph@midstatesd.net or pick up an application 
at Aurora Brule Care & Rehab, White Lake, 
SD. EOE._________________________________

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR in Economic Devel-
opment, Madison, SD. FT-DOE, great benefits 
package.  4 year degree, minimum 3 years 
experience required.  See JOBS at www.madi-
sonworks.com

MISCELLANEOUS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid opera-

tors, just real people like you. Browse greet-
ings, exchange messages and connect live. Try 
it free. Call now: 866-584-8659

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150.00. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call 
the Independent at 397-6397 for details.

229-3688 or 1-800-888-5468

Serving Groton and surrounding
communities for over 30 years!

www.hearingcarepro.com

Complimentary 
Hearing Test

2301 8th Ave. NE
Suite 100, Aberdeen
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GDI News
21 N Main

Shake the dice for a 
discount on a Groton 
Daily Independent or 

print edition of the 
Groton Independent 

subscription

GDI Clean
19 N Main

Register for a roll of 
quarters

GDI Fit
13 N Main

Register for a free 
3-month membership

Wednesday, Nov. 29
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Brown County
November 21

Meeting Minutes
NOVEMBER 21, 2017 – GEN-

ERAL MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Kippley at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present were 
Commissioners Hansen, Sutton, 
Fischbach and Fjeldheim.  Com-
missioner Kippley led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   

MINUTES:  Moved by Fjeld-
heim, seconded by Sutton to 
approve the General Meeting 
Minutes of November 14, 2017.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS:  Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Fischbach to ap-
prove the following claims:

Professional Fees: Bantz, Gos-
ch & Cremer $1,295.68; Certified 
Languages $699.60; Depend-
able Sanitation $28,855.86; 
Dohrer Law Office $1,081.00; 
Michelle Gaikowski $13.60; Wil-
liam Gerdes $1,800.00; Kuck 
Law Office $6,620.05; Language 
Line Services $711.23; Jerald 
McNeary $5,564.99; NE Mental 
Health Center $1,924.00; Rich-
ardson, Wyly, Wise & Sauck 
$1,814.20; SD Dept. of Revenue 
& Regulation $235.00; Taliaferro 
Law Firm $3,179.16; US Bank 
$1,032.00. 

Publishing: Aberdeen Ameri-
can News $235.72; Hub City 
Radio $300.00. 

Rentals: 446-Praxair $22.85; 
Hub City Radio $175.00; US 
Bank $60.00. 

Repairs & Maintenance: Con-
solidated Ready Mix $3,864.00; 
Custom Sheet Metal $97.16; 
Dakota Pump & Control $450.00; 
Ecolab $101.88; Flat Rate 
$550.00; G&K Services $282.44; 
Gardner Locksmithing $162.00; 
HDR Engineering $4,927.54; HF 
Jacobs & Son $997.50; House 
of Glass $104.76; Jones Lawn 
Care $2,360.00; Lawson Prod-
ucts $54.69; Leidholt Electric 
$1,352.04; Marco $300.66; 
Sheehan Mack $16,941.13; US 
Bank $441.69. 

S u p p l i e s :  4 4 6 - P r a x a i r 
$1,062.99;  A&B Bus iness 
$401.67; Allegiant $457.35; 
Ameripride $66.60; Axon En-
terprises $1,658.15; Ingrid 
Berry $75.00; Brown County 
4-H Leader’s $46.00; Claremont 
Area Fire Dept. $998.92; Da-
kota Electronics $31.08; DSG 
$256.20; DMI $1,253.96; Ter-
rence Evans $20.00; GovCon-
nection $2,396.86; Heartland 
Paper $13.68; HF Jacobs & Son 
$26,846.21; Kessler’s $26.85; 
Lawson Products $736.00; 
Leidholdt Tool Sales $116.02; 
Marco  $211.95;  Menards 
$306.64; Noble Industrial Sup-
ply $652.59; North Star Energy 
$59.50; NVC $26.14; Pantorium 
Cleaners $28.00; PharmChem 
$75.00; ProPac $1,615.70; Shee-
han Mack $1,782.50; Sher-
win Williams $33.87; US Bank 
$8,835.57; West Payment Center 
$1,747.73; Wovo Identity Solu-
tions $6,344.00.

Travel & Conference: Am-
ericInn $220.00; City of Groton 
$154.44; Comfort Inn $185.00; 
Maxine Fischer $194.37; Mi-
randa Graves $149.46; Michael 
Hauke, Jr. $402.99; Jeannette 
McClain $42.00; Sherri Raw-
stern $186.12; SDSU Exten-
sion $130.21; Sarah Swenson 
$65.80; Sara Swisher $42.00; 
US Bank $1,816.09; Mark Wendt 
$22.00. 

Ut i l i t ies:  Aberdeen Ci ty 
Treasurer $282.27; Century-
Link $2,343.29; City of Hecla 
$222.53; Dependable Sanitation 
$286.00; James Valley Telecom-
munications $221.10; North-
ern Electric $1,618.98; NWPS 
$2,027.90; NVC $3,230.92; 
US Bank $951.12; Verizon 
$3,275.16. 

Other: Valerie Cleveland 
$30.05; JRWD $77,837.16; Safe 
Harbor $1,256.00.

Machinery & Equip: Van Diest 
Supply $12,595.00.

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Han-
sen, seconded by Sutton to 
approve the following Commis-
sion Assistant/HR Office Report, 
includes the following personnel 
changes:

• Approve hiring Tonya Peter-
son as full-time States Attorney 
Legal Secretary 1, effective 
December 11, 2017 at $15.03 
per hour.

•  Approve hiring Thersia Cox 
as full-time Dispatcher, effective 
November 27, 2017 at $16.14 
per hour.

•  Approve employee status 
change for Linda Marcuson from 
full-time Jail Correctional Officer 
to full-time Deputy Sheriff, effec-
tive December 3, 2017 at $19.93 
per hour; and approve request to 
fill vacancy in Jail.

•. Acknowledge resignation of 
Correctional Officer Merrell Ness, 
effective November 17, 2017 and 
approve request to fill vacancy.

•. Acknowledge resignation of 
Vaughn Ayala, part-time Home 
Detention effective November 
14, 2017.

•  Acknowledge the following 
miles driven and amount to be 
taxed for personal use of County 
vehicles during the month of 
October: Kendell Titze- 126 @ 
$67.41, Dirk Rogers- 684 @ 
$365.94, Mike Scott- 200 @ 
$107.00, Gary Vetter- 125 @ 
$66.88.

•  Approve moving Rachel 
Wilson full-time Sheriff Admin-
istrative employee from Step 1 
($15.04 per hour) to Step 3 @ 
$15.70. 

Roll call vote: Commission-
ers Hansen-aye, Sutton-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-nay, 
Kippley-nay.  Motion carried.

AGREEMENT B-PRO SOFT-
WARE: Moved by Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Sutton to approve 
and authorize the Chair sign 
Agreement with B-Pro Inc. for 
license to install and use BPro 
Software (ePollbook Software) 
for the 2018-2019 Election Cycle 
in amount of $300.00 per ePoll-
book per election.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

SHERIFF REPORTS: Moved by 
Fischbach, seconded by Fjeld-
heim to approve the following 
October 2017 Sheriff Reports: 
Incidents and offenses, Prisoner 
care, JDC, and Money deposited 
with the County Treasurer. All 
members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LI-
CENSE RENEWAL: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Fischbach 
to approve the following appli-
cations for renewal of Alcoholic 
Beverage Licenses to operate 
outside of the Municipality:  
PACKAGE (OFF-SALE) LIQUOR: 
Venus & Kit Donley DBA Man-
sfield Bar & Grill, (Lots 11-14, 
Block 4, Mansfield, 32-121-64). 
Marge Frohling DBA The Connec-
tion (Lots 13, 14, & 15, Block 2, 
Houghton, 31-127-61).  Roderic 
L Hanson DBA Ferney Farmers 
Bar (Lots 4 & 5, Block 5, Ferney, 
31-122-60). RETAIL (ON-SALE) 
AND SUNDAY LIQUOR: Venus 
& Kit Donley DBA Mansfield 
Bar & Grill (Lots 11-14, Block 4, 
Mansfield 32-121-64). Roderic L 
Hanson DBA Ferney Farmers Bar 
(Lots 4 & 5, Block 5, Ferney, 31-
122-60). Moccasin Creek Country 
Club Inc (Prairiewood Village OL 
7, 33-124-63). Travis Swenson 
DBA Elm Lake Resort (Lot 1 Elm 
Lake Subdivision in the SE ¼ of 
8-128-65).  Stacy Gossman DBA 
Big Fella’s (Lot 1B Gossman 1st 
Addn S ½ of 15-123-63). Den-
nis O Jones DBA Dakota River 
Ranch/Tacoma Park Place (5 
acres in NE corner of NW ¼ of 
23-124N-62W).  P’ZA Inc DBA 
Anchors Away Lodge & Resort 
(Palmers Richmond Resort Subd 
Lt 1, Subd OL 1 Richmond OL 1 
& 2).  RETAIL (ON-OFF-SALE) 
WINE: ARR LCC DBA Flatland 
Flyways Lodge (Russo’s OL 1 NW 
¼ 1-127-62).  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

CLAIM ASSIGNMENT:  Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Hansen 
to approve and authorize the 
Chair sign documentation to as-
sign claim against an individual 
to Credit Collections Bureau for 
purpose of collecting liens.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

MEMORANDUM SDSU 4-H: 
Moved by Fjeldheim, seconded 
by Fischbach to approve and 
authorize the Chairman sign 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing between SDSU Extension 
to provide guidance and active 
assistance to the 4-H Advisor; 
and further that Brown County 
reimburse SDSU $19,436.00 for 
cost share of 4-H Advisor 2018 
salary.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion carried. 

ORD 111: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Hansen to adopt 
Ordinance #111, An Ordinance 
to amend Title 4 – Zoning, 
Second Revision Brown County 
Ordinances, to rezone the fol-
lowing described property from 
its present zoning designation of 
Chapter 4.06 (AG-P) Agricultural 
Preservation District to Chapter 
4.07 (M-AG) Mini-Agricultural 
District: Lots 1-4, J-H Bahr 
Addition in the NW ¼ of Sec 
29-T124N-R60W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, SD (40703 128th 
Street).  Roll call vote: Commis-
sioners Hansen-aye, Sutton-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Kippley-aye.  Ordinance adopted.

RELEASE OF PROPERTY: Com-
missioner Fjeldheim offered the 
following Resolution:  RESO-
LUTION #79-17.  WHEREAS, 
Brown County has filed a Poor 
Relief Lien in total amount of 
$7,495.42, and WHEREAS, 
Brown County has determined 
it to be in the best interest of 

the taxpayers to release certain 
property from the effect of said 
lien, upon payment of $3,747.71 
upon completion of pending sale 
of the property.  NOW, THERE-
FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
following real property in Brown 
County, SD, which is described 
as follows:  Lots 13, 14 and 15, 
Block 7, Original Plat, Groton, 
Brown County, SD according 
to the plat thereof of record is 
hereby released from the effect 
and force of said lien in amount 
of $3,747.71 (net amount of 
lien after pending sale com-
plete).  Dated this 21st day of 
November 2017.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Sutton.  Roll call 
vote: Commissioners Hansen-
aye, Sutton-aye, Fischbach-
ae, Fjeldheim-aye, Kippley-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

E30 FUEL: Moved by Sutton to 
use E30 fuel in county vehicles 
for a six month trial period and 
obtain a tank for highway.  Mo-
tion withdrawn until meeting of 
affected departments to discuss 
number of additional fuel tanks 
needed.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Fischbach 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 9:05 a.m.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $83.80. 15048

Brown County
Ord. 111

Amend Title 4
ORDINANCE #111
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

TITLE 4, SECOND REVISION
BROWN COUNTY ORDINANC-

ES, AS AMENDED
TO REZONE CERTAIN DE-

SCRIBED PROPERTY
BE IT ORDAINED by the 

Brown County Commission, 
Brown County, South Dakota, 
that the Petition to Amend Title 
4, Second Revision Brown Coun-
ty Ordinances, as amended, to 
rezone the following described 
property filed by James Bahr 
is hereby granted and Title 4, 
Second Revision Brown County 
Ordinances is hereby amended 
to change the zoning on the 
following described property 
from Chapter 4.06 Agricultural 
Preservation District (AG-P) to 
Chapter 4.07 Mini-Agricultural 
District (M-AG), said property 
described as follows:

Lots 1-4, J-H Bahr Addition 
in the NW ¼ of Sec 29-T124N-
R60W of the 5th P.M., .... Brown 
County, SD (40703 128th Street) 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by 
the Brown County Commission, 
Brown County, South Dakota that 
the zoning official for the County 
of Brown is hereby authorized to 
change the official zoning map 
for Brown County to reflect this 
Ordinance.

Notice of Hearing: November 
1 & 8, 2017

Passed First Reading: Novem-
ber 14, 2017  

Passed Second Reading: No-
vember 21, 2017

Adopted: November 21, 2017                                                  
Published: November 29, 

2017                                               
Effective Date: December 

19, 2017                                     
 Rachel Kippley, Chair
Brown County Commission
 ATTEST:
Maxine Fischer, Brown County 

Auditor
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $17.22. 15049

$689.87, Utility deposit refunds, 
transit utilities, postage; Jim 
Gerdes, $584.56, Health insur-
ance premium refund; Groton 
Ford, $110.65, Wiper blades, oil 
filter & change, rotate tires; Jelen 
Lukas, $224.06, Deposit refund; 
Kelly Kjelden, $61.17, Overpay-
ment refund; Jackie Krueger, 
$170.09, Deposit refund; Jake 
McKiver, $213.65, Deposit re-
fund; MJs Sinclair, $599.05, Gas, 
car wash; Ruden Estate, $50.56, 
Deposit refund; US Postal Ser-
vice, $200.83, Utility bill post-
age; Web Water, $12,138.42, 
Water 2,967,100 gal 10/17; 
Tim Yeaton, $474.35, Overpay-
ment refund; Troy Zimmerman, 
$155.22, Deposit refund; Groton 
Baseball Foundation, $6,557.06, 
Half gate fees from 2017 sea-
son; Aflac, $356.62, Employee 
insurance; April Abeln, $36.02, 
Med Flex; CarQuest, $247.94, 
Oil, filters, parts; Guardian, 
$258.53, Employee insurance; 
Heartland Consumer Power, 
$48,303.93, Power 10/17; Heart-
land Waste, $6,630.66, Garbage 
hauling; James Valley, $171.29, 
Phone and internet; Paul Kosel, 
$250.00, Med Flex; SD Retire-
ment, $530.00, Employee re-
tirement; Western Area Power, 
$22,776.62, Power 10/17.

Mayou spoke about the new 
tires for the patrol vehicle, and 
he also explained that the bat-
teries for the speed trailer will be 
taken care of over the winter to 
ensure their extended life.

Moved by McGannon and 
seconded by Babcock to ap-
prove October’s finance report.  
All members present voted aye.

The council was made aware 
that the invitation to bid for 
gravel for 2018 has been pub-
lished, and sealed bids will be 
opened at the council meeting 
December 4, 2017.

Council was also reminded 
that there is $6,512.50 left from 
the Safe Routes to School Grant.  
Members decided to reach out to 
school officials to decide how to 
spend the funds.

.Moved by Opp and seconded 
by Babcock to increase Finance 
Officer’s hourly wage by $1.80 
after the six month probation 
period ending December 5, 2017.  
All members present voted aye.

Babcock expressed her inter-
est in organizing a Christmas 
party for the city employees.  
Babcock offered to donate the 
space at her business, the Base 
Kamp Lodge, for the employee 
Christmas party.  A date was 
set for December 16, 2017 at 
7:00pm.

Moved by McGannon and sec-
onded by Glover to adjust bulk 
water prices to $5.00/1000 gal-
lons and add the charge of $40 
for side dumps for commercial 
trees at the rubble site.  All other 
fees and charges stay the same.  
All members present voted aye.

Moved by Blackmun and sec-
onded by Glover to approve the 
first reading of Ordinance #715 
to amend utility billing dates.  
All members present voted aye.

Moved by Opp and seconded 
by Babcock to adjourn into 
executive session for personnel 
items 1-25-2 (1) at 7:35pm. All 
members present voted aye. 
Council reconvened into regular 
session at 9:10 pm.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by McGannon to approve 
first reading of the 2018 Salary 
Ordinance # 716 giving all em-
ployees a $0.50 raise.  This mo-
tion also includes the employee’s 
individual premium health insur-
ance coverage plus $260 towards 
dependent coverage under the 
renewal plan or the HSA option.  
If an employee chooses the HSA 
option, the city will contribute 
$2 dollars for every $1 dollar 
the employee contributes up to 
$1000 to their HSA account in 
2018.  City HSA contributions 
will be in increments up to $250 
starting on January 1, 2018 and 
continue throughout the year in 
June, September and December 
if the employee contributes their 
commitment.  All members pres-
ent voted aye.

Meeting adjourned at 9:12 
pm.

Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Hope Block, Finance Officer
Published once at the total ap-
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Groton City
November 20

Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2017
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00 pm at 
the Community Center for their 
second monthly meeting with 
the following members pres-
ent: Opp, Blackmun, Babcock, 
McGannon, Glover and Mayor 
Hanlon presiding.  Also present 
were:  Finance Officer Hope 
Block, Attorney Drew Johnson, 
Paul Kosel, Kathy Sundermeyer, 
and Stacy Mayou.

The minutes were approved 
as read on a motion by Opp, 
and seconded by Babcock.  All 
members present voted aye.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by Opp to authorize the 
following bills for payment.  All 
members present voted aye.

Payroll, $19,613.46, Em-
ployee salaries; Executive; Ad-
ministrative, $2,932.31; Pub-
lic Safety, $7,740.29, ; Public 
Works, $8,940.86, ; Culture & 
Recreation; First State Bank, 
$7,861.38, SS and WH; Con-
solidated Fed Credit Union, 
$2,300.00, Employee savings; 
SD State Treasurer, $11,495.98, 
Sales tax 10/17; City of Groton, 

Groton Garden Club
The Groton Garden Club met at Groton 

Health and Rehab Center with Eunice McCo-
lister and Elda Stange hosting. Vice present, 
Marg Overacker opened the meeting follow-
ing supper. The pledges were recited in union  
and roll call was answered by 9 members with 
a special Thanksgiving experience. Eunice 
McColister, Pat Larson and Beverly Sombke 
went to the elementary school to explain the 
Smokey  Bear- Woodsey Owl poster contest 
to grades 1-5. The group Christmas party will 
be held at Linda Gengerke ‘s home, Decem-
ber 18, at 6:00 pm for a potluck supper. Each 
member is to bring a Christmas reading and 
$5 to be donated to “Table Talks”. Eunice Mc-
Colister gave the program on poinsettias, their 
care and the many varieties. They aren’t just 
red anymore.

Claremont Town
Nov. 14

Meeting Minutes
The board of trustees for the Town of Claremont met on 11-14-

17 at 8:00 pm in City Hall. President Johnson called the meeting to 
order with trustees Spencer and Rasmussen present. Also present 
Andrew Murray. The minutes of the October meeting were read 
and on a motion by Rasmussen and seconded by Spencer were 
approved as read. On a motion by Spencer and seconded by Ras-
mussen the following warrants were allowed: General: Charla Rye, 
ink for printer, 42.57; SDML, dues, 511.00; James Valley, phone 
and internet, 65.57; NWE, lights, 334.68; SDML dues, 151.89; SD 
Government Finance Officers, dues, 40.00; SD Human Resources, 
dues, 25.00; SD Municipal Street maintenance, dues, 35.00; Shane 
Johnson, road grader (gavel)208.00; Charla Rye, wage, 350.00; 
WSSW: BDM, water used, 840.90; Dept of Revenue, lead testing, 
180.00; NWE, water, sewer, 123.86; Melinda Spencer, meter read-
ing, 138.52; Rural Development, loan payment,576.00; The liquor 
on-off sale and package application and the application for the Matt 
Bev. On -off sale and package was placed on its 1st reading. The 
hearing will be held at the next regular meeting of the board on 
December 12th. The petition presented by Richard and Charla Pahl 
on vacating the alley on Dinsmore 1st addition borders by lots 1-6 
on the NE and lots 19-24 on the NW. A public hearing will be held 
on December 12, 2017 following the regular meeting of the board. 
There are a few cleanup issues for the board to address: the gates 
at the dump site need to be repaired. The no truck signs (full or 
empty) need to be flagged on 6th Ave and 6th St. As the signs are 
being disregarded. The Christmas lights will be hung the first week 
of December. With no further business before the board a motion 
was made by Spencer to adjourn seconded by Rasmussen. 

CRye F.O.
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Latex and Mylar
Balloons

Groton Daily Independent
21 N Main  St., Groton
605-397-NEWS (6397)

Delivery in the Groton area

The Groton
Independent

605/397-NEWS (6397)
Fax: 1-775-459-6259
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher
paperpaul@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-

7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager
office@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.net
Deadline to submit items: Monday at 

noon
Yearly Subscription Rates: 12 Month 

Rate: $35 (includes tax)
The Groton Independent (USPS# 230-

440) is published weekly with its periodi-
cals postage paid at  Groton, SD.

Postmaster: Send address changes 
to

Groton Independent
PO Box 34.
Groton, SD 57445

6 ◊ 397news.com ◊ Wed., Nov. 29, 2017

NEW SIGN-ON BONUSES!
✯ ✯ ✯ $1,500 for CNAs ✯ ✯ ✯

✯ ✯ ✯ $3,000 for LPNs ✯ ✯ ✯

✯ ✯ ✯ $4,500 for RNs ✯ ✯ ✯
Contact Brynn Pickrel or Nellie Hatfield at 605-397-2365 

or apply in person.
EOE/AA/M/F/V/D-Drug Free Workplace

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 
605-397-2365

   Attorney General’s Law Enforcement Training 
Division Graduates 47 Officers 

The South Dakota Law Enforcement Training Academy graduated 43 officers from across 
the state.  Tonya Mayou of the Sully County Sheriff’s Office was among the graduating class 
and is pictured with South Dakota Attorney General Marty Jackley. All graduates of the basic 
course must complete a 13-week program.  The basic certification course is overseen by the 
South Dakota Law Enforcement Training Academy under the Office of the Attorney General.

“Congratulations to the graduating class for receiving their law enforcement certificate.  On 

Pictured in the middle is the new Sully County Deputy Tonya Mayou and her 
father, Groton Chief of Police Stacy Mayou (left) presenting her certificate with 
AG Jackley (right).

behalf of the law enforcement community and the people of the State 
of South Dakota, I thank you for your dedication to public service,” 
said Attorney General Marty Jackley.  

Welcoming
Kathleen L. Schneekloth, MD
Radiation Oncology
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“I  enjoy helping cancer patients 
experience the best possible outcomes by 
applying the latest science. It’s rewarding 
to see patients go back to their lives 
before cancer, or have better quality of 
life thanks to successful treatment.”

Dr. Schneekloth is a board-certified 
radiation oncologist with more than 20 
years of experience. She treats patients 
with all types of cancer with various 
applications of radiation therapy. She 
comes to Aberdeen from Sioux Falls, where 
she practiced radiation oncology since 2002. 

Avera Medical Group 
Radiation Oncology Aberdeen
310 S. Penn St., Suite 105 
Aberdeen, SD  57401

605-622-8700
Avera.org/doctors


