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“One of the deepest secrets
of life is that all that is
really worth the doing is
what we do for others.”

-Lewis Carroll
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Open: Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East
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NEW SIGN-ON BONUSES!

* #* #* $1,500 for CNAs * #* #
* % * $3,000 for LPNs * * *

* % % $4,500 for RNs #* +* *

Contact Brynn Pickrel or Nellie Hatfield at 605-397-2365
or apply in person.

EOE/AA/M/F/V/D-Drug Free Workplace

s GROTON

CARE & REHABILITATION CENTER

1106 N. 2nd Street, Groton
605-397-2365

Groton Prairie Mixed
Team Standings: Cheetahs 11, Coyotes 9, Shih Tzus 8, Jackelopes 7, Foxes 7, Chipmunks 6
Men’s High Games: Roger Spaner 246, 223, Brad Waage 220, 214, Brad Larson 213, 202
Women's High Games: Vicki Walter 198, Dar Larson 194, Sue Stanley 180
Men’s High Series: Roger Spanier 672, Brad Waage 626, Brad Larson 607
Women'’s High Series: Sue Stanley 487, Vicki Walter 476, Nicole Kassube 447
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Three from Groton Area named to AllI-NEC VB Team

The Northeast Conference All-Conference Team for 2017 has been released. Groton Area, Aberdeen
Roncalli and Redfield-Doland, the tri-conference champions, each had three players named to the team.
They are Jennie Doeden, Gia Gengerke and Payton Maine from Groton Area; Jami Ewart, Megan Streier
and Mariah Winegar from Roncalli; and Kennedy Fast, Rylie Gall and Olivia Shantz from Redfield-Doland.

Others named to the team are Jaecy Engebretson and Molly Rick from Milbank Area, Faith Leiseth and
Lexi Wadsworth from Hamlin, Brianna Beck from Britton-Hecla, Abbie Bratland from Clark/Willow Lake,
Aubree Bearsheart from Tiospa Zina and Olivia Breske from Webster Area.

State Rep. Craig Tieszen Dies;
Gov. Daugaard Requests Flags At Half-Staff

PIERRE, S.D. — State Rep. Craig Tieszen of Rapid City passed away on Nov. 22, 2017, in a drowning
accident in the Cook Islands, where Tieszen, 68, was attending a family wedding. The Cook Islands are
located in the South Pacific, approximately 3,000 miles south of Hawaii. Tieszen’s brother-in-law, Brent
Moline, 61, of Rapid City, also died in the accident.

Tieszen was in his first term representing District 34 in the State House of Representatives, after hav-
ing served in the State Senate from 2009-16. Prior to his legislative service, Tieszen spent 32 years in law
enforcement, retiring as Rapid City Chief of Police.

“Craig Tieszen was a good man and a dedicated public servant, and his loss is very sad,” said Gov. Dennis
Daugaard. “Craig Tieszen spent his life serving the public. He was a thoughtful and conscientious legislator,
and a leader on criminal justice issues. More importantly, he was a true gentleman who was respected
by all who knew him. Linda and I offer our deepest sympathies to the Tieszen and Moline families during
this difficult time.”

Gov. Daugaard will order flags to fly at half-staff statewide in honor of Rep. Tieszen on the day of his
funeral, which has yet to be determined.
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A Valiant Pearl Harbor Survivor
Of the ships and service craft moored at Pearl Harbor on the

morning of Dec. 7, 1941, one had connections to South Dakota. SOUTH DAKOTA

The minelayer USS Oglala was the flagship of the Pacific
Fleet Mine Force. A flagship is the ship that carries the com- m

mander of a fleet and flies the commander’s flag. A minelayer
is a naval vessel for laying underwater mines. HISTORY & HERITAGE

The Oglala had started life as a coastal passenger vessel,
carrying people between Boston and New York. The vessel was built in 1906 or 1907 by the William Cramp
Shipbuilding Company of Philadelphia with the name Massachusetts. The vessel was taken over by the
Navy in World War I and converted to a minelayer with the name USS Shawmut. At the end of the war,
the Shawmut was converted to a seaplane tender. On Jan. 1, 1928, the ship was again converted into a
minelayer and renamed the USS Oglala.

“This name was selected by President (Calvin) Coolidge in recognition of the honor paid him by the Oglala
Tribe in making him a chieftain,” wrote J.V. Ogan, Captain, U.S. Navy, Commanding, in a 1950 letter to a
boarding school at Pine Ridge.

Coolidge and his wife, Grace, spent the summer of 1927 in the Black Hills. While in South Dakota, the
president was adopted as an honorary member of the Sioux tribe in recognition of his support for the
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Indian Citizenship Act of 1924,
granting full U.S. citizenship to
American Indians and permitting
them to retain tribal land and
cultural rights.

On a Sunday morning 76 years
ago, the Oglala was moored
alongside the cruiser USS Helena
at Pier Ten-Ten in the Pearl Harbor
Navy Yard near Honolulu, Hawaii.
Among those on board were Rear
Adm. William R. Furlong, com-
mander of the minecraft battle
force, and Seaman First Class
Loren Bailey.

Bailey had eaten breakfast in
the mess hall and was about to
complain that one of his records
was being played on the record
player with a scratchy needle
when he heard that a fire had
been spotted at nearby Ford Is-
land. General quarters sounded,
calling all on board to go to battle
stations as quickly as possible.
This was about 7:57 a.m.

“As I started down the star-
board side (right-hand side as
one faces forward) of the ship, I Navy Yazp Hon
noticed three airplanes. I paid no o Ly, 5
attention to ‘em because there 5 Mites
was all so much activity. I thought &
it was just planes off an aircraft Fi
carrier. I saw the red insignia and & A P Feco
it never dawned on me,” Bailey o
said in an oral history interview
conducted on Dec, 3, 1986, by Ships location, 7 December 1941.
the National Park Service.

Bailey said he saw one of the planes in what would be the first wave of Japanese torpedo planes to
reach Pearl Harbor drop a torpedo, which passed under the Oglala and slammed into the USS Helena.
The pressure from the explosion ruptured the lower port (left) plating abreast of the Oglala’s fireroom,
and the minelayer rapidly took on water.

By this time, the planes were starting to drop torpedoes on the battleships, Bailey recalled. He crossed
the gangplank onto the Helena, where he passed ammunition for the Helena’s guns during the attack.

Smoke was everywhere around him, and Japanese planes were flying over the top of a nearby Navy
yard building.

"I did not see the Arizona blow up, but I saw it burning profusely. I did see a lot of explosions near Ford
Island. I observed them. And the battleship Nevada got underway,” Bailey said. “I can't actually say I was
scared. I was probably more surprised and amazed. We couldn’t comprehend the thing, it probably soaked
in like two or three days later.”
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Right after the attack, Bailey was put on a motor launch to pick up wounded and the dead. He was
reassigned to a destroyer, the USS Tucker.

None of the crew of the Oglala were killed in the attack, although three were injured.

When it became clear that the Oglala might sink, Furlong ordered that the minelayer be moved away
from the Helena so it would not pin the cruiser against the dock. About two hours after receiving the
initial damage, the Oglala sank.

Initially evaluated as a total loss, the Oglala became the object of a prolonged and ultimately successful
salvage effort.

The Oglala was returned to service in 1944 and sailed to the South Pacific for duty. The Oglala was de-
commissioned in 1946 and transferred to the Maritime Commission. It remained with the “mothball fleet”
for almost two decades before being sold for scrap in 1965.

This moment in South Dakota history is provided by the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation, the
nonprofit fundraising partner of the South Dakota State Historical Society at the Cultural Heritage Center
in Pierre. Find us on the web at www.sdhsf.org. Contact us at info@sdhsf.org to submit a story idea.

_30_

Photo # 19-N-25593  USS Oglala at the Supply Depot, Pearl Harbor, circa summer 1941
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All auto owners!
Save $2-$4 /tank
& grow your local economy
by choosing low carbon
Super Premium E30’s

94 octane, more power,
same mileage, fewer
carbon deposits, lower
maintenance costs,
slashed benzene & related
genotoxic, carcinogenic
tailpipe emissions;
*see sdfu.org’s E30 tab for
info, E30 prices\locations.

*Farmers Union’s
PSA: Courtesy Merle
Anderson (Merle is 94
year old founder of Ace
and legendary ethanol
supporter... “because it is
the right thing to do”)

Today in Weather History

November 24, 1993: A major slow-moving storm system traveled
across the upper Midwest during the Thanksgiving holiday, dump-
ing heavy snow across most of South Dakota and Minnesota from
November 24 through the 27th. The highest snowfall amounts of
two to three feet occurred in northeast South Dakota. Over a foot
of snow accumulated in west central Minnesota, and needless
to say, travel became tough across the entire area. Storm total
snowfall amounts included 31.8 inches at Westport, 29.5 inches at
Leola, 28 inches at Britton, 25.3 inches at Aberdeen, 24.3 inches
at Mellette, 24.0 inches at McLaughlin, and 22.0 inches near Vic-
tor. The snowfall of 25.3 inches at Aberdeen was a single storm
record (that still stands today), and it made November 1993 one
of the snowiest months on record in Aberdeen with a total of 30.1
inches of snowfall. Only three months have recorded more snow:
November 1898, February 1915, and November 2000. The storm
closed numerous schools and offices on November 24th across
the area, resulting in an early start to the Thanksgiving holiday
weekend. Some freezing rain and freezing drizzle preceded the
snowstorm in southeast South Dakota from late on the 23rd to the
24th, causing at least 60 vehicle accidents. The heavy snow also
clogged roads, causing vehicles to become stuck and resulting in
numerous accidents. As a consequence of the heavy snow, low
wind chills, and low visibilities, a 23-year old man was stranded in
his pickup truck in a snow bank north of Aberdeen for 18 hours on
the 23rd and 24th. The weight of snow collapsed many structures
in northeast South Dakota from the 25th to the 26th. The roof of
a metal barn collapsed two miles northwest of Aberdeen, killing
one dairy cow in the barn. In Castlewood, a 100-foot by 40-foot
metal pole shed fell in, causing damage to a grain truck inside.
A machine shed also caved in on a farm east of Bowdle. During
the afternoon of the 26th, part of the roof and wall of the Roscoe
Senior Center collapsed, causing a near-total loss to the building.
Strong northwest winds followed the snowstorm in western and
central South Dakota, causing considerable blowing and drifting
snow and wind chills as low as 50 degrees below zero. In North
Dakota, over two feet of snow fell over a large part of central and
southeastern portions of the state. Most of North Dakota had over
a foot of snow from this storm. The greatest snowfall amount
was reported at Oakes, in Dickey County where 31 inches fell.
At the National Weather Service office in Bismarck, 28.3 inches
of snow were measured during the 108-hour snow event. This
amount set a new single storm record for snow in Bismarck.
The snow began the evening on the 22nd and did not end until
the morning of the 27th. Except for about six hours during the
day on the 26th, the snow was continuous through this period.
Fortunately, the wind was only 10 to 25 mph during this storm,
so it was well below blizzard conditions and blowing and drifting
of snow was not a problem.
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Published on: 11/24/2017 at 7:50AM

Gusty winds of 20 to 30 mph with gusts to 45 mph will develop across the region this morning. There
is @ small chance of showers this morning as a cold front moves through, with best chances of any rain in
North Dakota. Skies will clear tonight with mild temps continuing into the weekend.
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Yesterday’'s Weather

High Outside Temp: 55.7
Low Outside Temp: 17.8
High Gust: 24

Precip: 0.00

Today’s Info

Record High: 65° in 1932
Record Low: -17° in 1996
Average High: 34°F

Average Low: 15°F

Average Precip in Nov: .62
Precip to date in Nov: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 21.11
Precip Year to Date: 13.47
Sunset Tonight: 4:54 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 7:47 a.m.

T'Storms }

Rain and T'Storms Severe T'Storms Possible (hatched)

Rain and Snow
Snow

Heavy Snow Possible (hatched)
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WHY WORSHIP?

We live in a busy world. Days are crowded with more things to do than time allows. Instant texting
and rapid responses to anything and everything, whether accurate or not, crown every moment of our
lives. Everyone seems to have an opinion we need to hear on every subject — from the mundane to the
insane, from the very important to “stuff” that does not matter. We have become conditioned to listen
for something to listen to whether it matters or not.

Psalm 75 explodes with an important reminder. “We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks for Your
Name is near! Men tell of your wondrous works!” The fact that the word thanks appears twice in one
sentence makes it intense and dramatic. But we should not be surprised. We are to thank God not only
for His wondrous works but because He is near! God Himself, our God Who created everything and is in
everything and sustains everything is close by.

Jesus once commanded Peter to cast his net into the water to catch some fish. He did and was amazed
at the results. The disciple falls at His feet in fear and wonder. What a miracle! Jesus spoke and things
happened. God'’s presence and power came to life instantly.

The same is true for us today. While we may not see many extreme displays of His power, nonetheless
He is at work. The little gifts in our lives as well as the immense miracles in our lives prove that He is near
us and caring for us. We must always be aware of His presence.

Prayer: We cannot thank You enough, Father, for Your unending blessings in our lives. May we thank
You continuously. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 75:1 We praise you, God, we praise you, for your Name is near; people tell
of your wonderful deeds.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round)
11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion

(Fall/Winter Months)

1/28/2018 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm

3/24/2018 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)

5/5/2018 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)

5/28/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)

6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)

6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove

6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)

7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)

7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)

9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)

10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)

10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)

10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)

11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran's Day)

Best Ball Golf Tourney
SDSU Golf Tourney
Sunflower Golf Tourney
Santa Claus Day
Fireman’s Stag

Tour of Homes

Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
School Events



Groton Datly Independent

Friday, Nov. 24, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 138 ~ 12 of 28

News from the AP Associated Press

Hughes County Jail on pace for record federal revenue

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — The Hughes County Jail in Pierre is on pace for a record amount of revenue from
housing federal prisoners.

County Finance Officer Jane Naylor says that through October, the jail received $2.3 million from the
Federal Bureau of Prisons. That puts the jail on pace for a yearly total of $2.7 million, 11 percent more
than the record of $2.5 million set last year.

The Capital Journal reports that county commissioners have encouraged Sheriff Mike Leidholt to get
more federal inmates because it's one of the few ways the county has of raising more revenue.

U.S. Attorney Randolph Seiler also says the caseload in federal courts in South Dakota has increased in
each of the past three years.

Information from: Pierre Capital Journal, http://www.capjournal.com

Thanksgiving meal served up for oil spill cleanup crews

ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — Crews cleaning up a large oil pipeline spill in northeastern South Dakota took a
little time Thursday for a traditional Thanksgiving meal.

The American News reports an emergency response team brought in by TransCanada Corp. served up
turkey, stuffing and pie for the crews.

There are roughly 170 people on-site working on cleanup and remediation around the clock in 12-hour
shifts. Thanksgiving meals were served for the day shift and for the overnight crew.

TransCanada spokeswoman Jacquelynn Benson says the meal provided a short break for the workers,
which is important on a holiday.

The estimated 210,000-gallon leak on the Keystone Pipeline was discovered last week. TransCanada
says it has recovered more than 44,000 gallons of oil from the site. The cause of the leak is still being
investigated.

Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

South Dakota lawmaker, brother-in-law drown in Cook Islands

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — A South Dakota state representative and his brother-in-law drowned in an apparent
kayaking accident in the Cook Islands in the South Pacific, where they were attending a wedding for the
lawmaker’s daughter, officials said Thursday.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s office said in a statement that state Rep. Craig Tieszen, 68, a Republican from
Rapid City, and his brother-in-law, Brent Moline, 61, died Wednesday

Rapid City Mayor Steve Allender wrote on his Facebook page that Tieszen and Moline died in a kayak
accident. Tieszen and his family had traveled to the Cook Islands for their wedding, according to Allender’s
post.

The Cook Islands Police Service didn't immediately return an email from The Associated Press seeking
additional information.

The agency wrote in a Facebook post that officials had been at the scene of a “double tragedy at sea,”
saying two men had taken their kayaks over a reef and capsized. The post doesn’t name Tieszen or Moline,
but describes the two victims as American citizens aged 68 and 61.

Police haven't concluded their investigation, according to the post.

Tieszen, who served as chairman of the House Retirement Laws Committee, was in his first term repre-
senting District 34 in the House. He had previously served in the Senate from 2009 through 2016.
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Tieszen spent 32 years in law enforcement before retiring as police chief of Rapid City in western South
Dakota. A telephone message the AP left at Tieszen’s home wasn't immediately returned.

“Craig Tieszen was a good man and a dedicated public servant, and his loss is very sad,” Daugaard said
in the statement. “Craig Tieszen spent his life serving the public. He was a thoughtful and conscientious
legislator, and a leader on criminal justice issues.”

The governor said he will order flags to fly at half-staff statewide to honor Tieszen on the day of his
funeral, which hasn't yet been scheduled.

3 defendants sentenced for roles in casino blackjack scheme

WATERTOWN, S.D. (AP) — Three people have been sentenced for their roles in a blackjack scheme that
federal authorities say involved the theft of about $10,000 from a casino in the northeast region of South
Dakota.

U.S. Attorney Randolph Seiler’s office said Lito Bolocon, 44, and Jordon Rondell, 29, were sentenced
this week to six months in custody and ordered to pay $8,700 in restitution to the Dakota Sioux Casino.

Court records show Jeremy Brown, 43, was previously sentenced to two years of probation and ordered
to pay $2,000 in restitution.

The Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate operate the casino on the Lake Traverse Indian Reservation, which en-
compasses portions of both Dakotas.

The U.S. Attorney’s office said in a statement that Bolocon was a pit boss, Brown a blackjack dealer and
Rondell a customer who frequently played the card game.

Officials say they formed a plan to cheat the casino out of money on New Year’s Eve 2015 and into the
next day, with Rondell paying off the others after making a large sum of illegitimate winnings paid out by
Brown, the blackjack dealer.

Prosecutors say Rondell cashed-out approximately $10,000 from the Dakota Sioux Casino after playing
at Brown'’s tables, which Bolocon supervised. Bolocon knew about the swindle and allowed it to proceed,
according to the statement.

TransCanada: Over 24K gallons of oil recovered from spill

AMHERST, S.D. (AP) — TransCanada Corp. says it has recovered more than 24,000 gallons of oil from
the site of a pipeline leak discovered last week in South Dakota.

The company said 24,450 gallons of oil had been recovered as of Wednesday. TransCanada’s Keystone
pipeline leaked an estimated 210,000 gallons of oil on agricultural land in Marshall County, South Dakota.

The company says there are roughly 170 people on-site working on cleanup and remediation.

South Dakota officials don't believe the leak polluted any surface water bodies or drinking water systems.

A TransCanada spokeswoman said Tuesday the cause of the leak won't be known until further investiga-
tion.

The damaged pipe will be cut out and sent to the federal Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration for analysis.

Minnesota, South Dakota farmers named to soybean board

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue has named farmers from Minnesota and
South Dakota to the United Soybean Board.

Lawrence Sukalski of Fairmont, Minnesota, and Marc Reiner of Tripp, South Dakota, are among 19 mem-
bers and 3 alternates announced this week who have been appointed to serve three-year terms.

The board is made up of 73 members representing nearly 30 states. Members must be soybean produc-
ers who are nominated by a qualified state soybean board.

Perdue says the nation’s soybean producers will be well served by the appointees.
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Governors association backs bid to collect online sales tax

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Business groups, federal lawmakers and public officials” associations have signed
on to support South Dakota’s legal bid to collect sales taxes from out-of-state internet retailers.

South Dakota is asking the U.S. Supreme Court to review whether retailers can be required to collect
sales taxes in states where they lack a physical presence. The case could have national implications for
e-commerce.

South Dakota Attorney General Marty Jackley’s office said this week that organizations ranging from
the National Governors Association to the National Retail Federation have filed friend-of-the-court briefs
supporting South Dakota’s petition to the high court.

The state is seeking to overturn legal rulings issued mostly before the online shopping boom.

Thirty-six attorneys general from states including Colorado, Minnesota, North Dakota and Wisconsin
have also filed a friend-of-the-court brief,

Militants assault worshippers in Sinai, killing at least 184
By ASHRAF SWEILAM and BRIAN ROHAN, Associated Press

EL-ARISH, Egypt (AP) — Militants attacked a crowded mosque during Friday prayers in the Sinai Peninsula,
settling off explosives, spraying worshippers with gunfire and killing at least 184 people in the deadliest
ever attack on Egyptian civilians by Islamic extremists.

The attack targeted a mosque frequented by Sufis, members of Islam’s mystical movement, in the north
Sinai town of Bir al-Abd. Islamic militants, including the local affiliate of the Islamic State group, consider
Sufis heretics because of their less literal interpretations of the faith.

The IS affiliate has been waging a stepped-up campaign of violence in northern Sinai for years and has
claimed deadly bombings on churches in the capital, Cairo, and other cities, killing dozens of Christians. It
also is believed to have been behind the 2016 downing of a Russian passenger jet that killed 226.

But this was the first major militant attack on a Muslim mosque and the startling bloodshed eclipsed any
past attacks of its kind, even dating back to a previous Islamic militant insurgency in the 1990s.

The militants opened fire from four off-road vehicles on worshippers inside the mosque during the sermon,
blocking off escape routes from the area by blowing up cars and leaving the burning wrecks blocking the
roads, three police officers on the scene said.

Victims were rushed to local hospitals, they added, speaking on condition of anonymity because they
weren't authorized to brief reporters.

No one claimed responsibility immediately following the attack, but IS has targeted Sufis several times
in the area in the past, notably beheading a leading Sufi religious figure, the blind sheikh Suleiman Abu
Heraz, last year and posting photos of the killing online.

Images circulating on social media showed dozens of bloodied bodies wrapped up in sheets laid across
the mosque floor, while others revealed dozens of relatives queuing up outside the hospital as ambulances
raced back and forth.

Resident Ashraf el-Hefny said many of the victims were workers at a nearby salt firm who had come for
Friday services at the mosque, which had contained some 300 worshipers.

“Local people brought the wounded to hospital on their own cars and trucks,” he said by telephone.

Egypt’s state news agency reported the casualty toll, citing “official sources,” revising it upward several
times following the officials’ initial reports.

MENA reported that Egypt’s presidency declared a three-day mourning period, as President Abdel-Fattah
el-Sissi convened a high-level meeting of security officials.

Cairo’s international airport boosted security following the attack, with more troopers and forces seen
patrolling passenger halls, conducting searches and manning checkpoints at airport approaches.

Security forces have been battling militants in northern Sinai for years, but attacks to date have focused
on military and police assets, although assassinations of individuals IS considers government spies or
religious heretics are not uncommon.
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Hundreds of soldiers and militants have been killed in the conflict, although exact numbers are unclear
as journalists and independent investigators are banned from the area.

Egypt is also facing a growing number of attacks by militants in its Western Desert, including an attack
last month that killed 16 police, according to an official tally issued by the Interior Ministry. Security of-
ficials have told journalists that dozens more, including high-ranking counterterrorism officers, perished in
the Oct. 20 attack some 135 kilometers (84 miles) southwest of the capital, Cairo.

Rohan reported from Cairo. Associated Press writer Samy Magdy in Cairo contributed to this report.

‘We must work together,” Zimbabwe’s new leader declares
By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA and FARAI MUTSAKA, Associated Press

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — Zimbabwe’s new President Emmerson Mnangagwa vowed Friday he will
work to reduce crushing unemployment and return the country to prosperity after years of decline, as the
nation cheered a new beginning after the extraordinary exit of Robert Mugabe.

“Our economic policy will be directed for job, job, job creation,” Mnangagwa told the crowd of 60,000
witnessing his inauguration at a stadium in the capital, Harare. Zimbabwe’s unemployment rate is estimated
to be 80 percent.

“We must work together. You, me, all of us who make up this nation,” Mnangagwa said, urging the mil-
lions of Zimbabweans who have left the country to return.

“I must hit the ground running,” the new president said.

Mnangagwa, fired earlier this month as vice president, takes power after a whirlwind series of events
that ousted the 93-year-old Mugabe, who had been the world’s oldest head of state. Mugabe who suc-
cumbed to pressure to quit from the military, the ruling party and massive demonstrations amid fears his
unpopular wife would succeed him.

The new president’s speech struck notes of inclusion and reconciliation after years of growing frustra-
tion with Mugabe’s 37-year rule.

Mnangagwa said farmers would be compensated for the often forceful land seizures that drew inter-
national condemnation and sanctions and contributed to the country’s economic slide. But the program
that saw land seized from white farmers and given to black Zimbabweans will not be reversed, he said.

“The principle of nationalization of our land cannot be challenged or reversed,” Mnangagwa said, but
added that a land commission would be formed to make sure that properties are farmed productively.

The new president also sought to reassure the international community and attract badly sought invest-
ment.

“All foreign investment will be safe in Zimbabwe,” Mnangagwa said, addressing fears following moves
by Mugabe to nationalize the country’s lucrative resources such as diamonds, platinum, gold and chrome.

Mnangagwa also said he will tackle corruption, and pledged that “democratic” elections will be held next
year as planned.

He promised to change Zimbabwe’s political climate which he characterized as “poisonous, rancorous
and polarized.”

And yet he opened his speech by praising outgoing leader Mugabe, who remains praised by many in
Africa for his role in ending white-minority ruled Rhodesia. Mugabe should be “lauded and celebrated” for
his work, Mnangagwa said, to tepid applause.

A smiling Mnangagwa greeted the stadium crowd with a raised fist. The military, fresh from putting
Mugabe under house arrest just days ago, quickly swore its loyalty to the new leader.

The swearing-in ceremony was attended by regional leaders including the presidents of Botswana,
Mozambique and Zambia. The crowd was entertained by Zimbabwean pop star Jah Prayzah whose song
“Kutonga Kwaro,” which means “The Way He Rules” in the Shona language, has become a theme song
for Mnangagwa’s presidency.

Mnangagwa, a former justice and defense minister, was a key Mugabe confidante for decades until they
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fell out over the presidential ambitions of Mugabe’s wife, Grace.

Mugabe, one of Africa’s last remaining liberation leaders, quit Tuesday as impeachment proceedings
began. In the end, he was isolated and showing few of the political skills that kept him in power for de-
cades and made him a prominent but polarizing figure on the world stage. He had led since Zimbabwe’s
independence from white minority rule in 1980.

Mugabe did not attend Friday’s swearing-in, and ruling party officials have said he will remain in Zimbabwe
with their promise that he is “safe” and his legacy as a “hero” will stand after his fight for an independent
Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe's state-run Herald newspaper reported that Mnangagwa assured Mugabe and his family of
their “maximum security.” The report said the two men agreed Mugabe would not attend Friday because
he “needed time to rest.”

Ahead of the inauguration people danced in the stadium stands. Banners erected in read “"Dawn of a new
era” and “No to retribution,” even as human rights activists began to report worrying details of attacks on
close allies of the former first lady and their families. Mnangagwa has warned against “vengeful retribution.”

Elsewhere in the capital, long lines formed outside banks, a common sight in a nation struggling with
cash shortages and other severe economic problems that the new president will have to confront.

“Attending the inauguration will not bring food for my family,” said Kelvin Fungai, a 19-year-old selling
bananas from a cart. Many young people are well-educated but jobless, reduced to street vending to
survive. Others have left the country.

Elsewhere, there were signs of hope amid the uncertainty. Black market rates for cash have tumbled
since Mugabe left office. Before he stepped down, one had to deposit $170 into a black market dealer’s
bank account to get $100 cash. On Friday, $100 cash was selling for between $140 and $150.

As the inauguration crowds streamed by, Sharon Samuriwo sat on a ledge, watching. She said she hoped
Mnangagwa would learn from the errors of his predecessor, and she acknowledged that the path ahead
for Zimbabwe is unknown.

Still, “after 37 years, we've got someone different.”

Associated Press writer Andrew Meldrum in Johannesburg contributed.

After weeks of deals, stores aim to draw Black Friday crowds
By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO, AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Shoppers were out before dawn in the U.S. for fun and for deals, as retailers that
have had a tough year were hoping to bring customers to their stores and websites for Black Friday, one
of the biggest shopping days of the year.

Black Friday has morphed from a single day when people got up early to score doorbusters into a whole
season of deals, so shoppers may feel less need to be out. Some love the excitement, even if they've
already done some of their shopping online.

Friends Yeshica Jeffers and Stacey Rhodes-Sofer hit a Walmart in suburban Albany, New York, early Friday.

“We always do it. It’s a tradition,” said Jeffers, the mother of four children, including twin 7-year-old girls.
“It's fun. It used to be a lot more fun before stores started opening on Thanksgiving.”

Rhodes-Sofer said she was buying cosmetics for her 20-year-old daughter and books for her goddaugh-
ters — Jeffers’ twins. Also on the shopping list: kitchen gadgets and fishing gear for her husband.

At a nearby shopping plaza, four women were loading purchases from a Dick’s Sporting Goods into the
back of an SUV. Meg Noonan said it was the third Black Friday she has joined three friends for pre-dawn
shopping.

“Honestly, it's fun to do it with friends while the kids are sleeping,” Noonan said.

All four women said they went to Dicks for sports equipment and winter coats, and all said they'd “hit
the computer” to make online purchases. Jeffers and Rhodes-Sofer, too, said they’ll still do plenty of online
shopping, especially through Amazon.
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With the jobless rate at a 17-year-low of 4.1 percent and consumer confidence stronger than a year ago,
analysts project healthy sales increases for November and December. The National Retail Federation trade
group expects sales for that period to at least match last year’s rise of 3.6 percent and estimates online
spending and other non-store sales will rise 11 to 15 percent.

Analysts at Bain say Amazon is expected to take half of the holiday season’s sales growth. And Amazon
is the top destination for people to begin holiday shopping, according to a September study by market
research firm NPD Group.

"I buy pretty much what I can on Amazon,” said Lam Huynh, who was at Macy’s on Thursday evening
during a visit to New York from Grand Rapids, Michigan. Like many consumers, he’s been spending less
time at the malls and more online. For the holiday season, he plans to do what he’s been doing for the
past few years: Go to deal sites and find the best prices.

Abi Gyawali, a 27-year-old biology graduate student at the University of Missouri, normally shops online
on Amazon or Best Buy for Cyber Monday, where he said he finds some of the best deals. He was out at
J.C. Penney in Columbia, Missouri, on Thursday and left with a discounted air fryer.

About 69 percent of Americans, or 164 million people, intend to shop at some point during the five-day
period from Thanksgiving to Cyber Monday, according to a survey released by the NRF. It expects Black
Friday to remain the busiest day, with about 115 million people planning to shop then.

Linda Adair, 64, was among the shoppers at the same J.C. Penney. She said she buys both online and in
stores, but likes to touch and see items in person because “it's harder to tell what you're actually getting
with online shopping.”

Though she normally shops on Thanksgiving or the day after, she raised concerns about deals that come
earlier each year.

“Honestly, I wish they’d wait until later,” Adair said. “But all the stores are doing it, so if one does, then
the others have to do it.”

Associated Press writers Chris Carola in Albany, New York, and Summer Ballentine in Columbia, Missouri,
contributed to this report.

Follow Anne D'Innocenzio at http://www.Twitter.com/adinnocenzio

Pakistan releases US-wanted militant suspect on court order
By BABAR DOGAR and MUNIR AHMED, Associated Press

LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — Pakistani authorities acting on a court order released a U.S.-wanted militant
Friday who allegedly founded a banned group linked to the 2008 Mumbai, India attack that killed 168
people, his spokesman and officials said.

Hafiz Saeed, who has been designated a terrorist by the U.S. Justice Department and has a $10 mil-
lion bounty on his head, was released before dawn after the court this week ended his detention in the
eastern city of Lahore.

The move outraged the U.S. and Indian authorities, but Saeed’s spokesman Yahya Mujahid confirmed
his release, calling it a “victory of truth.”

“Hafiz Saeed was under house arrest on baseless allegations and jail officials came to his home last night
and told him that he is now free,” he said.

Saeed ran the Jamaat-ud-Dawa organization, widely believed to be a front for the Lashkar-e-Taiba militant
group, which India believes was behind the deadly attack in Mumbai.

As expected, the U.S. state department expressed deep concern over Saeed’s release from house arrest.

In a statement, the State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert said the Lashkar-e-Taiba group
was a designated foreign terrorist organization responsible for the death of hundreds of innocent civilians
in terrorist attacks, including a number of American citizens.

“The Pakistani government should make sure that he is arrested and charged for his crimes,” she said.
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Pakistan has been detaining and freeing Saeed off and on since the attack and he and four of his aides
were put under house arrest in Lahore in January under a vague law known as Maintenance of Public
Order. His release came after a three-judge panel dismissed the government’s plea to continue his house
arrest, which ended Thursday. His aides had been released earlier.

Saeed is known for publicly supporting militant groups fighting Indian rule in Kashmir, which is split
between Pakistan and India and is claimed by both. Many in the Indian-controlled portion favor indepen-
dence or a merger with Pakistan and violence has increased in Indian-controlled Kashmir in recent years.

In recent years Saeed often addressed protest rallies, asking the world community to pressure India to
give the right of self-determination to the people in Kashmir.

Hours after his release, he addressed a congregation of thousands of followers at a sprawling mosque
in Lahore and asked Islamabad not to hold talks with India unless New Delhi agrees to a troop withdrawal
from Indian-controlled Kashmir.

Saeed said he was detained for highlighting the Indian atrocities in Kashmir, but Pakistan’s independent
judiciary freed him because allegations against him were baseless.

“I am not struggling for any personal gains. My struggle is aimed at safeguarding the interests of Paki-
stan. I want Kashmir’s freedom from India and this is my crime. I was arrested for it,” he told worshippers,
who chanted “God is Great.”

In an emotional speech, Saeed said Pakistan’s former prime minister Nawaz Sharif was ousted from
power for his “betrayal” of the Kashmiri people. He did not explain, but Sharif was removed from office
in July for alleged corruption.

Earlier, supporters welcome Saeed on his arrival at the mosque by showering him with rose petals.

Saeed’s release angered neighboring India, which for years has asked Pakistan to take action against all
those linked to the Mumbai attack. It is widely believed that Pakistan has long tolerated banned Lashkar-
e-Taiba and other Islamic militant groups.

India’s External Affairs Ministry spokesman Raveesh Kumar in a statement expressed outrage that a “self-
confessed and UN proscribed terrorist was being allowed to walk free and continue with his evil agenda.”

“He was not only the Mastermind, he was the prime organizer of the Mumbai Terror Attacks in which
many innocent Indians and many people from other nationalities were killed,” the statement said.

Kumar said Saeed’s “release confirms once again the lack of seriousness on the part of Pakistani govern-
ment in bringing to justice perpetrators of heinous acts of terrorism.”

India has said it has evidence that Saeed was involved in the Mumbai attack, but Islamabad has long
said sufficient evidence is not available to charge him. India claims the attackers were in contact with
people in Pakistan when the assault was underway.

Relations between Pakistan and India were strained after the attack on India’s financial hub. Indian au-
thorities detained one of the assailants, Mohammed Ajmal Kasab, who was sentenced to death and later
hanged in the city of Pune in India. While in custody, Kasab confessed that Lashkar-e-Taiba was behind
the attack, which shocked the international community.

Kasab was the only surviving gunman from the coordinated three-day attack, which targeted two luxury
hotels, a Jewish center, a tourist restaurant and a crowded train station. Nine other gunmen were killed
during the siege.

India has said the attackers entered Mumbai by boat carrying cellphones, grenades and automatic
weapons. The attack was broadcast live on television.

Pakistan often says India is violating human rights in Kashmir, where security forces have killed or
wounded dozens of protesters at anti-India rallies in recent months.

Ahmed reported from Islamabad. Associated Press writer Ashok Sharma in New Delhi, India, contributed
to this report.
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Report: N. Korea replaces border guards following defection
By KIM TONG-HYUNG, Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea appears to have replaced all of its guards at a jointly patrolled
border area where a North Korean soldier defected last week under a hail of gunfire, according to South
Korean media. Military officials said Friday they could not confirm the report.

Yonhap news agency cited an unnamed intelligence source saying there were “signs” the North had re-
placed its entire security force of 35 to 40 men at the Joint Security Area. South Korea’s Defense Ministry
and the U.S.-led United Nations Command said they couldn’t confirm it.

The source also told Yonhap the North seems to have temporarily closed a bridge over which the defec-
tor drove a military jeep to reach the border before his dramatic escape on foot last Monday. The source
said the North could be preparing to install a security gate at the bridge for strengthening its screening
of personnel coming in and out of the area.

A photo posted on the Twitter account of the acting U.S. ambassador to South Korea, Marc Knapper,
showed North Korean workers using shovels to dig what Knapper said was a trench at the spot where the
defector crossed the border.

According to South Korea’s military, four North Korean soldiers using handguns and AK-47 assault rifles
fired about 40 rounds at the defector, who rushed across the line that divides the Koreas after getting his
vehicle stuck in a ditch. He was shot five times and is now recovering at a hospital near Seoul where he
was operated twice to repair internal organ damage and other injuries.

South Korean soldiers did not fire back, but the incident occurred amid animosity over North Korea’s ac-
celerating nuclear weapons and missile test programs. While North Korea often reacts with intense anger
over high-profile defections, the country’s state media have remained silent on the latest case as of Friday.

After investigating the incident, the U.N. Command said Wednesday it concluded that North Korea violated
the armistice agreement ending the 1950-53 Korean War because its soldiers fired across and physically
crossed the border in pursuit of the defector. It said officials notified the North’s military of these violations
and requested a meeting to discuss the investigation results and measures to prevent such violations.

The JSA is jointly overseen by the American-led U.N. Command and by North Korea, with South Korean
and North Korean border guards facing each other only meters (feet) apart. It is located inside the 4-ki-
lometer (2 1/2-mile) -wide Demilitarized Zone, which forms the de facto border between the Koreas since
the Korean War.

AP source: Flynn breaks with Trump team on Mueller probe
By ERIC TUCKER, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a move that could signal cooperation with the government, lawyers for former
national security adviser Michael Flynn have told President Donald Trump’s legal team that they are no
longer communicating with them about special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into Russian election
interference.

Flynn’s legal team communicated the decision this week, said a person familiar with the move who spoke
to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation.

The decision could be a sign that Flynn is moving to cooperate with Mueller’s investigation or negotiate
a deal for himself. In large criminal investigations, defense lawyers routinely share information with each
other. But it can become unethical to continue such communication if one of the potential targets is look-
ing to negotiate a deal with prosecutors.

Robert Kelner, a lawyer for Flynn, didn't respond to a request for comment Thursday. A lawyer for Flynn's
son, Michael Flynn Jr., who has also come under investigation from Mueller’s team of prosecutors, declined
to comment.

The New York Times first reported the decision.

Flynn was forced to resign as national security adviser in February after White House officials concluded
that he had misled them about the nature of his contacts during the transition period with the Russian
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ambassador to the United States.

He was interviewed by the FBI in January about his communications with the ambassador, Sergey Kis-
lyak. The deputy attorney general at the time, Sally Yates, soon advised White House officials that their
public assertions that Flynn had not discussed sanctions with Kislyak were incorrect and that Flynn was
therefore in a compromised position.

Flynn was facing a Justice Department investigation over his foreign business dealings even before Mueller
was appointed as special counsel in May to investigate potential coordination between the Trump cam-
paign and Russia to influence the 2016 presidential election. Mueller has since inherited that investigation.

Flynn, a prominent Trump backer on the campaign trail, has been a key figure in Mueller’s probe and of
particular interest to Trump. Former FBI Director James Comey, for instance, said that Trump encouraged
him to end an FBI investigation into Flynn during a private Oval Office meeting in February.

In addition to scrutinizing Flynn's contacts with Russia during the transition and campaign, Mueller has
been investigating the retired U.S. Army lieutenant general’s role in $530,000 worth of lobbying work his
now-defunct firm performed for a Turkish businessman during the final months of the 2016 presidential
campaign.

The lobbying campaign sought to gather derogatory information on Fethullah Gulen, a Turkish cleric and
green-card holder living in Pennsylvania. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has accused Gulen of
being behind a botched coup and has sought his extradition. Gulen has denied the allegations, and U.S.
officials have rebuffed Turkey’s extradition demands, citing a lack of evidence.

Flynn and his firm, Flynn Intel Group, carried out the lobbying and research work for several months,
meeting with officials from the U.S. and Turkish governments. Flynn also published an op-ed on Election
Day in The Hill newspaper, parroting many of the Turkish government’s talking points about Gulen. At
the time, neither Flynn nor his company was registered with the Justice Department to represent Turkish
interests.

Soon after the publication of the op-ed, the Justice Department began investigating Flynn’s lobbying
work, and in March, he registered with the department as a foreign agent. In federal filings, Flynn ac-
knowledged the work could have benefited the government of Turkey.

Since then, FBI agents working for Mueller have been investigating whether the Turkish government was
directing the lobbying work and not a private company owned by a Turkish businessman, Ekim Alptekin,
as Flynn's firm has contended. FBI agents have also been asking about Flynn’s business partner, Bijan
Kian, who served on Trump’s presidential transition, and Flynn’s son, Michael Flynn Jr., who worked for
his father as part of the lobbying campaign. Flynn Jr. also was a near constant presence around his father
during the Trump campaign and presidential transition period.

Mueller announced his first charges in the investigation last month, including the guilty plea of a foreign-
policy adviser to the campaign, George Papadopoulos, and the indictments of former campaign chairman
Paul Manafort and business associate Rick Gates.

__ Associated Press writer Chad Day contributed to this report.

Rivers, Chargers beat fading Cowboys 28-6 on Thanksgiving
By SCHUYLER DIXON, AP Pro Football Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Philip Rivers was more than comfortable on the Thanksgiving stage for the
first time in his 14 NFL seasons.

Same with Keenan Allen, who didn't have to wait nearly that long.

Rivers threw for 434 yards and three touchdowns, Allen had a career-high 172 yards in his second straight
huge game and the Los Angeles Chargers beat the fading Dallas Cowboys 28-6 on Thursday.

Desmond King returned an interception 90 yards for the punctuating touchdown. The Chargers (5-6)
moved within 1 1/2 games of AFC West-leading Kansas City after starting 0-4 while the Chiefs won their
first five.
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“Playing on Thanksgiving was everything it was cranked up to be,” said Rivers, who was 27 of 33 in his
ninth career 400-yard game . “As a quarterback, you want to play well and throw it to your guys, and we
did a lot today. But I'm more excited about our team.”

The defending NFC East champion Cowboys (5-6) have lost three straight games by at least 20 points
for the first time since 2004, all without suspended star running back Ezekiel Elliott in a damaging slide
for their fading playoff hopes.

Dallas, playing its 50th Thanksgiving game, finally ended a touchdown drought at a team-record 10
quarters on Rod Smith’s 2-yard run early in the fourth quarter. The Cowboys have been outscored 72-6
in the second half of the three losses.

Quarterback Dak Prescott has looked lost without Elliott, his backfield mate for a pair of remarkable rookie
seasons that led the Cowboys to the best record in the NFC last season. Prescott had two interceptions,
giving him five in two games after throwing just four a year ago.

Last year’s NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year has nine picks for the season and the Cowboys already
have twice as many losses as a year ago with Elliott only halfway through a six-game suspension for al-
leged domestic violence.

“The last thing I'm doing is pointing a finger and saying, ‘We need this guy, we need that to happen,”
said Prescott, who was 20 of 27 for 179 yards in his third straight game without a TD pass. “I'm going to
say we've just got to figure out what'’s going on and get out of this slump.”

Rivers had seven completions of at least 22 yards, including Allen’s 42-yard catch-and-run when he
weaved through five defenders for a 22-6 lead.

Allen, in his fifth season, has two of his three biggest yardage games in the past two weeks. He had 11
catches and a score after 12 grabs for 159 yards and two TDs in a 54-24 win over Buffalo.

“When I first got here, he was a little heavy,” first-year coach Anthony Lynn said. "I think once he got his
weight down, you could see the run after catch, the quickness, all those things you see in a No. 1 receiver.”

LA, with 500-plus total yards (515) for the first time in two years, overcame the loss of kicker Nick Novak
to a back injury, the second straight game that Dallas’ opposing kicker was injured and in the same game
that Dallas’ Dan Bailey returned after missing four games with a groin injury.

Just like last week in the Cowboys’ blowout loss to division-leading Philadelphia, neither of the kickers
mattered much with the Dallas offense sputtering and the defense not getting key stops.

Novak returned to make a 22-yard field goal after the injury, but left for good after missing an extra point
. Punter Drew Kaser was 1 of 3 on extra points. The Chargers went for a fourth-and-13 in field goal range
in a scoreless game early in the second quarter with Novak’s status in doubt, coming up a yard short.

Four-time Pro Bowl left tackle Tyron Smith returned for Dallas after missing two games with back and
groin injuries, but the Cowboys lost 2014 All-Pro right guard Zack Martin to a concussion in the first half.

Austin Ekeler had a 38-yard catch to set up San Diego’s first touchdown in the third quarter, and Tyrell
Williams added a 31-yard grab before making a 27-yard scoring catch.

THANKSGIVING STREAK

LA has a Thanksgiving winning streak in Texas, because the Chargers’ previous holiday showing was
a 21-17 AFL win at Houston in 1969, the year before the merger. It was the longest gap (48 years) for a
team between Thanksgiving games in NFL history.

WITTEN RECORD

Dallas tight end Jason Witten, already the Thanksgiving record-holder in catches, passed Detroit’s Her-
man Moore for the most yards on the holiday. Witten now has 80 catches for 853 yards.

ANTHEM UPDATE

Chargers LT Russell Okung was the only player from either team with a display during the national an-
them, raising his fist while he was a step behind teammates lined up on the sideline.

UP NEXT

Chargers: Browns on Dec. 3 in first of two straight home games.

Cowboys: Redskins next Thursday in last of three straight home games.

___ More AP NFL: http://www.pro32.ap.org and http://www.twitter.com/AP_NFL
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Shoppers mobilize on Thanksgiving, as retailers branch out
By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO, AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Shoppers are hitting the stores on Thanksgiving as retailers under pressure look for
ways to poach shoppers from their rivals.

As the holiday shopping season officially kicked off, retailers are counting on a lift from a better economy.
But they're also looking beyond economic data and mapping out ways to pick up sales from other retailers
as Amazon expands its reach.

That can mean opening earlier than rivals on the holidays or even jumping into new product categories.
So shoppers may find some surprises: toys and TVs at J.C. Penney, Barbies at Best Buy, kitchen appliances
like wine refrigerators at B.].’s.

At Macy’s Herald Square in Manhattan, it was the deals like cosmetic and perfume sets from $10 to $20
as well as 40 percent off on boots and shoes that drew attention. Its Apple shop was packed too, with
deals on gadgets like the Apple Watch.

Tiffany Lloyd, in town from Columbia, Maryland, was visiting tourist sites when she realized stores were
open.

“This is not a traditional Thanksgiving. We ate pizza,” said Lloyd, who was buying a pair of Naturalizer
shoes at 40 percent off and said she planned to buy three more pairs. She said she also picked up sweat-
ers on sale at Old Navy.

Despite the early crowds at stores, analysts at Bain say Amazon is expected to take half of the holiday
season’s sales growth. And Amazon is the top destination for people to begin holiday shopping, according
to a September study by market research firm NPD Group.

“The retailers are in survival mode. It's about stealing each other’s market share,” said Marshal Cohen,
chief industry analyst at NPD. “"Amazon is the Grinch. They're stealing the growth.”

Abi and Sush Gyawali — both 27-year-old biology graduate students at the University of Missouri — were
among hundreds of people who lined up outside J.C. Penney in Columbia, Missouri, before the store opened
at 2 p.m. Thursday. Abi Gyawali normally shops online on Amazon or Best Buy for Cyber Monday, where
he said he finds some of the best deals.

But he said the couple wanted to check out the scene at the mall before friends came over to share a
meal. He and his wife planned to just collect coupons that were being handed out, but ended up getting
a discounted air fryer.

With the jobless rate at a 17-year-low of 4.1 percent and consumer confidence stronger than a year ago,
analysts project healthy sales increases for November and December. The National Retail Federation trade
group expects sales for that period to at least match last year’s rise of 3.6 percent and estimates online
spending and other non-store sales will rise 11 to 15 percent.

Amazon is expected to be a big beneficiary as it cements loyalty among its Prime members and moves
into new services and private-label merchandise. That leaves stores looking at rivals to see where they
can pick up sales. There are extra dollars up for grabs this year, after thousands of store locations have
closed and several retailers filed for bankruptcy protection.

Target CEO Brian Cornell recently noted that up to $60 billion in consumer spending will be up for the
taking in the next few years, and said the chain has been picking up market share in such areas as clothing.

Greg Foran, CEO of Walmart’s U.S. division, said that the retail giant’s holiday shopping season appeared
to be off to a good start. It got things going in the first minutes of Thursday with an online sales event
that featured a range of deals from toys to TVs to slow cookers and Google Home mini gadgets.

“We have a bit of momentum and we had a good kickoff online,” Foran told The Associated Press, “and
with a bit of luck we are going to have a good 24 hours and be ship-shape for the weekend, and go from
here to the 25th of December.”

The Thanksgiving weekend, when stores go all-out to attract shoppers, can be an indication of how well
they’ll do through the season. About 69 percent of Americans, or 164 million people, intend to shop at
some point during the five-day period from Thanksgiving to Cyber Monday, according to a survey released
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by the National Retail Federation. It expects Black Friday to remain the busiest day, with about 115 million
people planning to shop then.

Judy St. Antoine, 60, of St. Petersburg, Florida, said she arrived at the J.C. Penney in her city about 10
minutes before the store’s 2 p.m. opening. There were already two lines of a couple hundred people each
waiting. St. Antoine said she came “for the sale,” and that she’ll finish up her Thanksgiving afterward.

Mary Bergeron, 62, of Tampa, bought an oil-less fryer, a waffle maker and a steamer at JC Penney, and
was headed back for more.

“Its a tradition. We come here every year,” she said, adding that she'd eaten turkey at noon. “It’s crazy,
there are so many people and it gets tense. It's fun.”

Some retailers are using the weekend to test new product areas: Penney has TVs and consumer elec-
tronics like game consoles as doorbusters for Thanksgiving and Black Friday only, one example of what
Penney’s Senior Vice President James Starke called “market share plays.”

Chris Baldwin, CEO of BJ's Wholesale Club, says it is offering more toys and clothes, including key na-
tional brands in areas like casual athletic wear.

“There’s no question that consumer spending has started to tick up and confidence is a little bit better,
which is terrific, but we are also seeing some benefit from other retailers,” he said.

Associated Press writers Tamara Lush in St. Petersburg, Florida, and Summer Ballentine in Columbia,
Missouri, contributed to this report.

Follow Anne D'Innocenzio at http://www.Twitter.com/adinnocenzio

Trump credits troops, and himself, for military advances
By JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — President Donald Trump thanked U.S. troops for their service on Thursday,
assuring them “we're really winning” against America’s foes as he celebrated Thanksgiving at his private
club in Florida and provided lunch for Coast Guard men and women on duty for the holiday.

Using the occasion to pat himself on the back, Trump told deployed military members via a video con-
ference that they’ve achieved more progress in Afghanistan and against the Islamic State group under
his watch than had been made in years of the previous administration.

“Everybody’s talking about the progress you've made in the last few months since I opened it up,” he told
the 1st Brigade Combat Team of the 82nd Airborne Division, whose members are conducting operations
in Kandahar, Afghanistan. “"We're being talked about again as an armed forces — we're really winning.”

Speaking from a gilded room at his Mar-a-Lago club, Trump said: “We're not fighting anymore to just
walk around, we're fighting to win, and you people are really, you've turned it around over the last three
to four months like nobody’s seen, and they are talking about it, so thank you very much.”

Turning to the 74th Expeditionary Fighters Squadron based at the Incirlik Air Base in Turkey, Trump sug-
gested the Obama administration hadn't allowed soldiers on the ground to do their jobs.

“They say we've made more progress against ISIS than they did in years of the previous administration,”
he said. “And that’s because I'm letting you do your job.”

Throughout the day — at events and on Twitter — Trump boasted about the economy’s performance
since he took office, pointing to recent stock market gains and the unemployment rate, along with his
efforts to scale back regulations and boost military spending.

“So you're fighting for something real, you're fighting for something good,” he told the service members

Trump and his wife, Melania, also made a trip to a nearby Coast Guard station in Riviera Beach, Florida,
where they delivered a lunch of turkey sandwiches, giant muffins, heaping baskets of fruit, chips and
cookies to men and women on duty for the holidays.

During his remarks, Trump, singled out the service for its hurricane relief efforts during Harvey and the
other storms that battered the country earlier this year.
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“There’s no brand that went up more than the Coast Guard,” Trump told them “What a job you've done.”

Trump praised the superiority of U.S. military equipment, too, yet said he tries to make sure that equip-
ment the U.S. sells abroad — even to allies — is not quite as good as that kept at home.

"I always say, make ours a little bit better,” Trump said. “Keep about 10 percent in the bag.” He added:
“You never know about an ally. An ally can turn.”

Among the equipment admired by Trump is the F-35 stealth fighter jet, which he recalled asking “Air
Force guys” about once.

“In a fight, you know a fight like I watch on the movies ... how good is it?” he recalled asking. “They said,
‘Well, it wins every time because the enemy cannot see it, even if it's right next to it,” Trump recounted,
prompting laughs.

The F-35, plagued by development problems and cost overruns, is in fact not invisible to people nearby.
Its stealth technology is designed to evade detection by radar and other sensors.

At the earlier video conference, Trump cleared the room of press after about 10 minutes so he could have
“very confidential, personal conversations” with those on the line. Borrowing a line from his “Apprentice”
days, he told the reporters “You're fired,” then wished them a happy Thanksgiving, too.

On the Trumps’ own Thanksgiving menu for family and friends at Mar-a-Lago: turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes and gravy, sweet potatoes with marshmallows, red snapper, Florida stone crab, baked goods,
local produce and cheeses, and a selection of cakes and pies for dessert.

Follow Colvin on Twitter at https://twitter.com/colvinj

Macy’s Thanksgiving parade revels on amid tight security
By WILLIAM MATHIS, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade featured balloons, bands, stars and heavy
security in a year marked by attacks on outdoor gathering spots.

With new faces and old favorites in the lineup, the Americana extravaganza made its way through 2 >
miles (3.22 kilometers) of Manhattan on a cold morning.

“The crowds are still the same, but there’s a lot more police here. That'’s the age we live in,” Paul Sey-
forth said as he attended the parade he'd watched since the 1950s.

“Not a lot’s changed — the balloons, the bands, the floats — and that’s the good thing,” said Seyforth,
76, who'd flown in from Denver to spend his 50th wedding anniversary in New York and see this year’s
parade.

The televised parade was proceeding smoothly, though about midway through, a gust of wind on a
largely calm day blew a candy-cane balloon into a tree branch, and it popped near the start of the route
on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. No one was injured.

In 2005, one of the parade’s signature giant balloons caught a gust, hit a Times Square lamppost and
injured two people. The candy cane was smaller than the giant balloons.

Timothy McMillian and his wife, their 9-year-old daughter and his in-laws started staking out a spot along
the route at 6:30 a.m. They'd come from Greensboro, North Carolina, to see in person the spectacle they'd
watched on TV for years.

McMillian, a 45-year-old schoolteacher, booked a hotel months ago, but he started to have some con-
cerns about security when a truck attack on a bike path near the World Trade Center killed eight people
on Halloween.

“With the event being out in the open like this, we were concerned,” he said. “"But we knew security
would be ramped up today, and we have full confidence in the NYPD."”

Authorities say there is no confirmation of a credible threat to the parade, but they were taking no
chances after both the truck attack and the October shooting that killed 58 people at a Las Vegas country
music festival.

Four activists jumped over barriers and briefly sat down in the street at about 9:10 a.m. to protest the
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end of a program that extended protections to immigrants brought illegally to the U.S. as children, accord-
ing to a spokesman for activist group Cosecha. Police quickly escorted them back. No one was arrested
and the parade was not delayed.

New York Police Department officers with assault weapons and portable radiation detectors were circulat-
ing among the crowds, sharpshooters were on rooftops and sand-filled city sanitation trucks were poised
as imposing barriers to traffic at every cross street. Officers also were escorting each of the giant balloons.

The mayor and police brass have repeatedly stressed that visitors shouldn’t be deterred. And Bekki
Grinnell certainly wasn't.

“When your kid from Alaska is marching in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, you come,” said Grinnell,
whose daughter was marching with the band from Colony High School in Palmer, Alaska. Grinnell said she
wasn't worried about security because of the police presence: "I think we're in a safe spot.”

Other paradegoers also showed their appreciation for police: The NYPD marching band and a group
of mounted officers got some of the biggest cheers from spectators lined up as many as 15 deep along
barricades. Among other crowd favorites: as did the SpongeBob SquarePants balloon.

The 91st annual parade featured new balloons including Olaf from the Disney movie “Frozen” and Chase
from the TV cartoon “Paw Patrol” will be among the new balloons Thursday, along with a new version of
the Grinch of Dr. Seuss fame.

Smokey Robinson, The Roots, Flo Rida and Wyclef Jean were among the stars celebrating, along with
performances from the casts of Broadway’s "Anastasia,” 'Dear Evan Hansen” and “SpongeBob SquarePants.”
The lineup included a dozen marching bands, as well as the high-kicking Radio City Music Hall Rockettes
— and, of course, Santa Claus.

“This is my favorite thing ever,” musician Questlove told The Associated Press as he got ready to ride
the Gibson Guitars float with his bandmates in The Roots and late-night host Jimmy Fallon of “The Tonight
Show,” where The Roots are the house band. Questlove said being in the parade is “probably my favorite
perk” of the job.

“To go from being a spectator to being up here, it's kinda cool,” he said.

Added singer-songwriter Andy Grammer as he got on the Homewood Suites float: “It’s kind of like being
at the center of Thanksgiving.”

Associated Press radio correspondent Julie Walker and Associated Press writer Jennifer Peltz contributed
to this report.

Keenum-led Vikings beat Lions 30-23, adding to division lead
By LARRY LAGE, AP Sports Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Case Keenum stood in the pocket to take a hit, dipped his right shoulder to slip out of
a sack and shuffled his feet in the pocket to give his receivers more time to get open.

Looking like a savvy winner, instead of a journeyman, he picked apart Detroit’s defense with his arm and
made plays with his legs to help the Minnesota Vikings beat the Lions 30-23 Thursday.

Keenum threw for two touchdowns and ran for a score in the first half to give the Vikings a double-digit
lead and they went on to win a seventh straight game.

They took a huge step toward winning the NFC North by taking a three-game lead over the second-
place Lions.

Keenum, undrafted out of Houston in 2012, is suddenly 7-2 this season after going 9-15 with the Houston
Texas and the St. Louis/Los Angeles Rams.

“I want to be great and I have confidence in myself that I can be great,” he said.

The Vikings signed him to be a backup and he has made the most of his opportunities with Sam Bradford
injured and Teddy Bridgewater recovering from a knee injury.

Keenum was 21 of 30 for 282 yards with both TD passes going to Kyle Rudolph, giving the Vikings a
20-3 lead late in the second quarter.
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“Case is amazing because he does so many small things to pick up first downs and keep drives alive,”
Rudolph said.

“Every time he finds a way to convert another third down, it means we've got three more plays to at-
tack the defense. With the number of big-play guys we've got now, we can do a lot of damage with those
three plays.”

Detroit (6-5) made mistakes in every phase of the game and Minnesota took advantage. Keenum'’s 1-yard
pass to Rudolph was made a little easier because the Lions had just 10 defenders on the field.

And, Keenum’s 9-yard run came after Matthew Stafford was charged with a fumble while trying to hand
off to Ameer Abdullah.

Instead of winning to pull within a game of Minnesota and having a potential tiebreaker, the Lions’ loss
hurts their chances of making a second straight postseason appearance.

“Don’t count us out just yet,” Detroit coach Jim Caldwell said. “We've got a lot of football yet to play.”

FALLING SHORT

The Lions rallied to pull within four points early in the fourth quarter on Stafford’s second TD pass to
Marvin Jones, who leaped to beat two defensive backs for the 43-yard score as his quarterback was on
the turf with an injured right ankle.

Xavier Rhodes sidetracked Detroit's comeback hopes with an interception at the Detroit 37 late in the
game.

Detroit’s Darius Slay blocked a field goal with 1:15 left and teammate Nevin Lawson recovered the ball
and returned it 77 yards for an apparent TD, but it was negated by Slay being offside and that quieted a
roaring crowd.

BY THE NUMBERS

Latavius Murray had 84 yards rushing and a 2-yard score, giving the Vikings a 27-10 lead early in the
third quarter.

Minnesota’s Adam Thielen had eight receptions for 89 yards and deflected credit to his quarterback.

“Case Keenum is one tough human being,” he said. “When he’s hanging in there — giving you time to
get open — you feel like you're letting him down if you can’t do it. He's willing to get crushed to make a
play, and that makes us want to come though on our end.”

Everson Griffen had two sacks, tying his career high with 12 on the season, for the Vikings.

Stafford struggled even before he was hurt late in the game, missing open receivers, and finished 20
of 35 for 250 yards with two TDs and an interception on fourth down with just under three minutes left.
Jones had six catches for 109 yards and two TDs. The Lions were held to a total of 53 yards rushing.

INJURIES

Vikings: CB Trae Waynes left the game with an injured right shoulder, but was able to return. RT Mike
Remmers was inactive with a concussion and Rashod Hill replaced him.

Lions: Stafford, with a lot of tape covering his right cleat, stayed in the game after hurting his right
ankle on his second touchdown when DT Tom Johnson fell on him. S Tavon Wilson (shoulder) and C Travis
Swanson (knee) left the game in the third quarter with injuries.

UP NEXT

Vikings: Play Dec. 3 at Atlanta.

Lions: Travel Dec. 3 to Baltimore.

For more NFL coverage: http://www.pro32.ap.org and http://www.twitter.com/AP_NFL

Follow Larry Lage on Twitter at http://twitter.com/larrylage
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The Latest: Mall of America says 2,500 people were in line
NEW YORK (AP) — The Latest on Black Friday (all times local):

8:30 a.m.

The Mall of America in Minnesota says that 2,500 people were in line at the 5 a.m. opening Friday, in
line with a year ago. Shoppers started queuing up as early as 5:45 p.m. on Thanksgiving.

Jill Renslow, Mall of America’s executive vice president of business development, said that stores like
Nordstrom, Macy’s and Best Buy were crowded. She said the items that caught shoppers’ attention included
were voice-activated devices like Amazon Echo, nostalgic toys, clothing and shoes.

Like other shopping centers, the mall has been fighting online buying by integrating technology with the
shopping experience. Shoppers can now reserve a premium parking space on an app before heading to
the mall. Renslow says more than 60 of the 500-plus stores now allow shoppers to order online and pick
up the goods at the mall. That’s a big increase from a year ago.

7:45 a.m.

It's Black Friday, but retailers are already looking ahead to Cyber Monday.

Target says everything on its site will be 15 percent off on Monday, and it will offer discounts throughout
the week on specific categories, such as 40 percent off towels and bedding on Tuesday. Amazon’s deals
on its gadgets were similar to its Black Friday ones, such as 40 percent off its voice-activated Echo Dot.
But it added other deals, such as 30 percent off Lego sets and 50 percent off certain Hasbro toys, such
as Nerf and Play-doh.

Walmart, meanwhile, says it has tripled the assortment and deals it had last year. Among its deals: 40
percent off a voice-activated Google Home Mini, $100 off the Barbie Hello Dreamhouse and $90 off the
Xbox One S video console.

Shoppers are expected to spend $6.6 billion on Cyber Monday, up 16 percent from last year, according
to Adobe Analytics.

7:30 a.m.

Friends Yeshica Jeffers and Stacey Rhodes-Sofer hit a Walmart in suburban Albany, New York, before
dawn.

Jeffers says it's a tradition, but it was more fun before stores started opening on Thanksgiving. Both
women were adamant that Thanksgiving Day was for families and not for getting a jump start on holiday
shopping.

Rhodes-Sofer said she was buying cosmetics for her 20-year-old daughter and books for her goddaugh-
ters — Jeffers’ twins. Also on the shopping list: kitchen gadgets and fishing gear for her husband.

Both said they were spending more this year, especially Jeffers now that her daughters were into read-
ing and science.

And both women said they'll still do plenty of online shopping, especially through Amazon

6:45 a.m.

As shoppers begin their holiday buying in earnest, some popular items appear to be TVs, electronics
and toys like Hatchimals.

Target said in a post on its website that popular deals included several big-screen TVs. In toys, it cited
BattleBots and Hatchimals.

Greg Foran, CEO of Walmart’s U.S. division, said Thursday that in the company’s online sales that began
just after midnight on Thanksgiving, a broad range of deals from toys to TVs to slow cookers and Google
Home mini gadgets took off.

Linda Adair, who was shopping Thursday at a J.C. Penney in Columbia, Missouri, came with her husband
from nearby Boonville to buy presents for charity and family, mainly clothing for the couple’s grandchildren.
She said in-demand toys include fidget spinners and Hatchimals, although she jokingly said the latter is
overpriced and her granddaughter “is not getting one from us.”
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5:30 a.m.

Workers at a half dozen Amazon distribution centers in Germany and one in Italy walked off the job Friday,
in a protest timed to coincide with “Black Friday” to demand better wages from the American online giant.

In Germany, Ver.di union spokesman Thomas Voss said some 2,500 workers were on strike at Amazon
facilities in Bad Hersfeld, Leipzig, Rheinberg, Werne, Graben and Koblenz. In a warehouse near Piacenza,
in northern Italy, some workers walked off the job to demand “dignified salaries.”

The German union has been leading a push since 2013 for higher pay for some 12,000 workers in Ger-
many, arguing Amazon employees receive lower wages than others in retail and mail-order jobs. Amazon
says its distribution warehouses in Germany are logistics centers and employees earn relatively high wages
for that industry.

The strikes in Germany are expected to end Saturday.

12:05 a.m.

Stores are hoping deals and excitement bring shoppers to stores and to their sites for Black Friday, one
of the biggest shopping days of the year.

But Black Friday has morphed from a single day when people got up early to score doorbusters into a
whole season of deals, so shoppers may feel less need to be out. Some love the excitement. Others may
check their phones and go back to sleep. But the Thanksgiving weekend, when stores go all-out to attract
shoppers, can be an indication of how they’ll do through the season.

With the jobless rate at a 17-year-low of and consumer confidence stronger, analysts project healthy
sales increases for November and December. Analysts at Bain say Amazon is expected to take half of the
season’s sales growth.

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History

Today is Friday, Nov. 24, the 328th day of 2017. There are 37 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Nov. 24, 1917, nine members of the Milwaukee police department and two civilians were killed when
a bomb exploded inside a police station. (The suspicious-looking package was brought to the station by
a local resident after it was discovered outside a church; anarchists were suspected, but the culprits were
never caught.)

On this date:

In 1784, Zachary Taylor, the 12th president of the United States, was born in Orange County, Virginia.

In 1859, British naturalist Charles Darwin published “On the Origin of Species,” which explained his theory
of evolution by means of natural selection.

In 1939, British Overseas Airways Corp. (BOAC) was formally established.

In 1944, during World War II, U.S. bombers based on Saipan attacked Tokyo in the first raid against the
Japanese capital by land-based planes.

In 1947, a group of writers, producers and directors that became known as the “Hollywood Ten” was
cited for contempt of Congress for refusing to answer questions about alleged Communist influence in the
movie industry. John Steinbeck’s novel “The Pearl” was first published.

In 1957, Mexican muralist Diego Rivera, 70, died in Mexico City.

In 1963, Jack Ruby shot and mortally wounded Lee Harvey Oswald, the accused assassin of President
John F. Kennedy, in a scene captured on live television.

In 1969, Apollo 12 splashed down safely in the Pacific.

In 1971, a hijacker calling himself “"Dan Cooper” (but who became popularly known as “D.B. Cooper”)
parachuted from a Northwest Orient Airlines 727 over the Pacific Northwest after receiving $200,000 dol-



