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The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is Open

Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East 

Railroad Ave. 
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Lee Schinkel was program leader for Groton Ki-
wanis Club, last Wednesday. Lee introduced Dez 
Yeigh, GHS music teacher, who then introduced 
four of her piano students.  L-R are Dez Yeigh, 
Anne Marie Smith, Emily Thompson, Emily Clark, 
and Kamryn Fliehs. Each student played several 
piano selections for the Kiwanis Club.
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This Fall Was a Major Trip for Me
This past week the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage said to me rather casually, “I guess you know 

today is November?”
She’s always joking with me and I assumed this was one of her jokes.
“You can’t fool me,” I said quite sarcastically, “I know it’s October.”
With that, she led me to the refrigerator where she had a calendar and pointed to me that today was 

the first day of November.
It was hard for me to believe it; I thought she had made that calendar up herself. After thinking for a few 

moments, I concluded that she was right. After all, she’s always right and I’m always left holding the bag.
With a little bit of sadness in my voice I said to her, “Where in the world did October go? I’m not fin-

ished with October yet.”
“Finished or not,” she said laughingly, “October is over and it is now November.”
I like to enjoy my time and I did not believe I had fully enjoyed all of October yet. That's just the way life 

is. Here today, gone tomorrow. October yesterday, November today. When will all of this nonsense stop?
I should have noticed it was November because the whole house smelled of roast turkey in the oven. 

It is in November that we celebrate Thanksgiving. My wife had already purchased the turkey and was in 
the process of cooking it for Thanksgiving.

The only turkey we’re not really grateful for is Yours Truly.
When Fall comes, you would think I would be prepared. Fall brings a different attitude in things. All of 

the nice warm weather is gone and now we have a little bit of Chilly Willy weather.
Summertime is the time to be a little lazy and not get too worked up about anything. The attitude I 

have during the summer is, “There’s always tomorrow.”
The attitude of the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage is, “There’s only today.”
Summertime cultivates a sense of laziness in my bones. I can get away with doing the summer because 

I can always complain about the heat. “It’s too hot to do anything today.” I usually get away with it.
Tripping into November that attitude and excuse goes out the window.
There is an expectancy from the other resident in our home that there is a lot of work to do in prepara-

tion for Thanksgiving and Christmas and New Year’s Eve and it all has to be done now. Then, she produces 
her infamous “Honey-Do-List” and hands it to me.

Oh, how I miss the summer time.
I know Fall comes every year, but for some reason it always catches me by surprise.
Just like in the sixth grade. Our teacher gave us a test every Friday, but when Friday came, it was a 

surprise to us. I guess I have brought that attitude into adulthood.
Getting things done is the priority of my wife, which she pushes off on to me. My attitude is that if it 

gets done, it gets done and if it doesn’t get done, I’ll do it tomorrow.
Between November and December, there are 61 days. That sounds like a lot of time, but when you 

have to squeeze into 61 days 999 items from the “Honey-Do-List” it just does not seem possible. My wife, 
however, can do that and more in 61 days.
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Epa’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels:
Finally Epa has confessed that its working model assess-

ing origination of traffic area toxics has been underestimat-
ing gasoline petroleum octane enhancers contributions by 
400%. This error contributes to the false perception “Who 
needs ethanol as a safe octane enhancer?” when it is diesel 
that creates the traffic area toxics thus misleading all to 
believe gasoline auto emissions are safe.

As president of South Dakota Farmers Union (SDFU) 
and on behalf of  urban working class citizens who suffer 
traffic area toxics the most plus family farmers, I am call-
ing out EPA and those who still drink the kool-aid of this 
fake traffic area toxics assessment. For all who breathe I 
am focused on the great precedent Senators Daschle and 
Dole established with their 1990 Clean Air Act Amend-
ment to reduce traffic area toxics as lead was phased out.

  I and SDFU policy have long supported and worked 
closely with our senator Daschle to build ethanol markets 
that serve all auto owners, rural economies and public 
health. We still do work closely with senator Daschle, his 
former chief of staff Pete Rouse, and his ethanol consultant 
Dave Hallberg. Working closely with this Daschle team I 
learned and participated in creating the history of the how 
and why this 1990 Clean Air Act amendment was legislat-
ed: Over that time period I learned about the chemistry 
of gasoline combustion that creates tailpipe benzene and 
related toxic emissions.

What I have learned about tailpipe emissions caused me 
to see the amazing irony in a Wall Street Journal editorial 
headline “Those Dirty Rotten Ethanol Scoundrels “. The 
article aimed to position ethanol as an evil plot, something 
being bootlegged into our gasoline.

The irony is “Epa’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” aligned with 
self-serving petroleum to implement an evil plot to lock 
ethanol out of free enterprise octane markets:  History 
shows EPA’s technocrats at Ann Harbor, Michigan head-
quarters have always resisted ethanol.  They undermined 
the intent of this Daschle/Dole 1990 Clean Air Act amend-
ment by creating a fraudulent public perception that it is 
illegal to use ethanol’s optimal 94 octane blend or E30 in 
standard autos:  The amendment’s intent still is to severely 
limit costly human genotoxic, carcinogenic benzene and 
related tailpipe emissions:  

While phasing out lead congress feared petroleum in-
terests would replace lead with petroleum’s comparably 
hazardous benzene and related octane referred to as “aro-
matics”:  On combustion these aromatic octane enhancers 

produce substantial benzene and some of the most toxic 
components found in our air identical to those also found 
in cigarette smoke:  The two carbon ethanol molecule does 
not contain or produce these toxics like benzene or related 
aromatic toxics.

The World Health Organization’s and consensus other 
medical researches assert: “Like cigarette smoke there is 
no recommended safe level for benzene in our air.” EPA 
deceptively lowered gasoline’s benzene content from one 
to a half percent as a fake cure all but nefariously ignores 
Clean Air Act directives to reduce gasoline’s substantial 
carcinogenic benzene and related polycyclic aromatic hy-
drocarbon (pah) tailpipe emissions that also cause birth 
defects including infant brain damage.

Importantly we all can read Glacial Lakes Energy’s re-
vealing E30 research by visiting our home web site’s pre-
mium E30 tab: You will also find that for over ten years 
consumer reports confirm high octane E30 is the optimal 
fuel for all autos delivering the same mileage and it can 
also replace benzene related aromatic octane to slash ben-
zene and its related most poisonous emissions up to 80%.   
E30 saves consumers $2-$4 per tank while also delivering 
higher oxygen and octane’s more complete combustion 
plus air charge cooling’s more 
power along with fewer carbon 
deposits to lower maintenance 
costs.

I also can easily see what Epa’s 
dirty rotten deal with petro-
leum costs today’s agriculture.  
The Epa created blend wall has 
stymied growth of ethanol corn 
markets effectively extracting 
billions from especially rural 
communities to transfer that 
wealth to Russia and middle 
east dictators:  The most trag-
ic cost of Epa’s dirty rotten deal 
with petroleum creates unwar-
ranted poisonous benzene and 
related pah emissions that es-
pecially target the fetus and our 
smallest children:  How many 
billions does it take to cover the 
medical costs caused by gaso-
line emission’s  resulting child-
hood cancers, birth defects, 
brain damage, family tragedies 
etc?

All auto owners!
Save $2-$4 /tank

& grow your local economy
by choosing low carbon 

Super Premium E30’s 
94 octane, more power, 

same mileage, fewer 
carbon deposits, lower 

maintenance costs,
slashed benzene & related 

genotoxic, carcinogenic 
tailpipe emissions; 

*see sdfu.org’s E30 tab for 
info, E30 prices\locations.

*Farmers Union’s 
PSA: Courtesy Merle 

Anderson (Merle is 94 
year old founder of Ace 
and legendary ethanol 

supporter... “because it is 
the right thing to do”)

I am also considering buying space for the ad in paper

Being the gracious husband I have been all these years, I 
have never yet asked her how she does it. Because I know, 
if I asked, she will tell. There are some things I don’t need to 
know and that is one.

Another problem I have with Fall is the weather. All summer 
long, I have grown accustomed to wearing short sleeve shirts. 
I like short sleeve shirts. When Fall comes, particularly Novem-
ber, the weather changes and I need to step up my game to 
long sleeve shirts.

I don’t have any problem so to speak with long sleeve shirts. 
I just prefer a short sleeve shirt. But you know the weather. 
It demands long sleeve shirts in the Fall. Of course, when fall 
disappears and winter steps up, the long sleeve shirt is trans-
ferred into a sweater. And you know what sweaters are like.

I would not mind the Fall so bad if it wasn’t so busy. Beginning 
with the Halloween celebration, whatever that is, and going 
all the way down the road to the New Year’s Eve celebration 
is one celebration after another.

As I was musing on all of these aspects of the Fall season, 
my wife brought me a hot apple cider tea. It is one of my fa-
vorite drinks. She said as she brought it to me, “I know Fall is 
here and I thought you might enjoy this hot apple cider tea.”

All summer long, I had forgotten about this favorite drink of 
mine. When she brought it to me, I could not keep a smile off 
of my face. After my first sip, I sat back in my chair and said 
loudly so everybody in the house could hear, “I’m glad it’s Fall.”

While I was drinking my hot apple cider tea, I mused on a 
verse from the Psalms. “This is the day which the Lord hath 
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).

Every day brings it some reason to rejoice in the Lord. My 
job is to find that reason.
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The Life of Medora Quiggle

Services for Medora Quiggle, 95, of Groton will be 10:30 a.m., Saturday, November 4th at Paetznick-
Garness Funeral Chapel, Groton.  Rev. Terry Kenny will officiate.  Burial will follow in Union Cemetery 
under the direction of Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel.

Visitation will be held one hour prior to services on Saturday.
Medora passed away October 31, 2017 at Groton Care and Rehabilitation Center.
Medora Eugenia Aisenbrey was born on January 10, 1922 in Alpena to Karl and Isadore Aisenbrey.  She 

attended school in Alpena and continued her education at Huron College.    On April 10, 1942 she was 
united in marriage with Wayne Quiggle, Sr. Together they farmed near Groton and were blessed with 
two children, Wayne Jr. and Clint.

Medora was a member of the First Presbyterian Church, where she taught Sunday School for over 20 
years. Medora also belonged to the Past Matrons and Eastern Star Diana Chapter #83.  She enjoyed 
making doll dresses and giving them to family and friends.  

Celebrating her life is her daughter-in-law, Jaque Quiggle of Groton, three grandchildren: Ryan Quiggle, 
Kenya Quiggle and Sierra  (William) Potter.  She is also survived by three great-grandchildren. 

Preceding her in death were her parents, her husband, three sisters, two sons and a daughter-in-law.
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For Self-Driving Vehicle Technology, 
the Future is Now

As chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transporta-
tion, I’m fortunate to be involved in a wide range of issues that affect nearly every 
American in one way or another. My committee has jurisdiction over matters relat-
ing to weather forecasting, science, technology, interstate commerce, highway safety, and our nation’s 
transportation system as a whole. We cover all things planes, trains, and automobiles – and since we also 
oversee the U.S. Coast Guard and NASA, I guess you could add boats and spacecraft to that list, too.

This unique intersection of topics, which is unlike most other committees in the Senate, gives me the 
opportunity to pursue ideas with an eye toward futuristic realities that are within reach. For example, 
the Senate has already passed my Making Opportunities for Broadband Investment and Limiting Exces-
sive and Needless Obstacles to Wireless (MOBILE NOW) Act, which would lay important and necessary 
groundwork to help the United States – South Dakota in particular, I hope – lead the world into the 5G 
mobile broadband era.

MOBILE NOW is bipartisan, supported by key industry leaders, and would benefit consumers and busi-
nesses alike. Getting this bill through the House and across the finish line would mark an important step 
toward cementing our role in the future of this cutting-edge technology.

This fall, after spending months working with Republicans and Democrats on my committee, I introduced 
another bipartisan, forward-looking proposal with Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.). The American Vision for 
Safer Transportation through Advancement of Revolutionary Technologies (AV START) Act would create 
a new safety review process at the U.S. Department of Transportation, enhance safety oversight, and 
clarify the roles for federal, state, and local regulators with respect to self-driving or automated vehicle 
(AV) technology.

Right now, the federal government is responsible for regulating vehicle performance, while states and 
local governments regulate drivers and related issues like insurance, speed limits, and most other traf-
fic ordinances. There are varying degrees of AV technology, and in some cases, no human operator is 
required. This new technological environment blurs the line between federal, state, and local regulatory 
responsibilities. My bill provides greater clarity for governments and innovators to hopefully prevent un-
necessary burdens from standing in the way of progress on AV technology.

Roadways around the country claim more than 35,000 lives every year. More than 90 percent of those 
fatalities are due to human error like distracted driving or driving under the influence. Safety must al-
ways be a priority, and many American-made vehicles on the road today are already equipped with new 
technology that makes driving easier and safer: self-parking functionality, automatic braking, and lane 
departure warnings, just to name a few. From a purely safety perspective, if AV technology can save lives 
by making vehicles safer, why wouldn’t we pursue it?

For self-driving vehicle technology, the future is now. If the United States doesn’t lead this effort, other 
countries around the world will. While the AV START Act is Congress’ first effort to harness the safety, 
quality of life, and economic benefits of this kind of technology, it certainly won’t be the last. There’s a 
long road ahead of us, but it’s one worth traveling.
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Those Who Administer The Law
 
This week, it was my honor to participate in the investiture of Steven R. Jensen as 

the newest member of the South Dakota Supreme Court. Justice Jensen is a native of Wakonda and has 
been a circuit judge in Elk Point for the last 14 years. Rather than come to Pierre, he held his swearing-in 
ceremony at the USD Law School in Vermillion, so that he could be near to his family, friends and peers 
in the legal community.

 
It doesn’t get much attention, but one of the governor’s most important responsibilities is to appoint 

Supreme Court justices and circuit court judges. Supreme Court justices are always appointed by the 
governor. Periodic statewide “retention elections” ask voters to choose “yes” or “no” on retaining each 
justice. Circuit judges are elected to eight-year terms, but very often they retire mid-term, in which case 
the governor appoints a successor. 

 
For appointments, a screening committee called the Judicial Qualifications Commission screens applicants 

to ensure that they are qualified. A governor may appoint only from the list of candidates submitted by 
the Commission. I typically interview between three and five listed candidates for each open position.

 
Appointing judges has kept me pretty busy over the years. In South Dakota, judges must retire when 

they turn 70, and they sometimes retire earlier. As in many other professions, the “baby boomers” are 
reaching retirement age, and many judges have stepped down in recent years. As of today, 28 of South 
Dakota’s 43 circuit court judges are new since I took office in 2011, and still three more circuit judge 
positions are soon to be filled.

 
I have also made three appointments to the South Dakota Supreme Court. My first appointee, Judge 

Lori Wilbur, was the second woman to serve on the Court when I appointed her in 2011. My second 
appointee was Janine Kern, who had been a longtime circuit judge in Rapid City.  Justice Wilbur retired 
earlier this year, and Justice Jensen replaced her. Justice Jensen is the 50th justice to serve on our five-
member court.

 
In addition to justices Wilbur and Kern, a new generation of younger judges has also brought more 

women to the circuit court bench. Since 2011, the 28 new circuit judges have included 11 women. Women 
today make up more than one-quarter of the circuit judge positions in the state, and their number con-
tinues to increase.

 
South Dakota’s judges don’t often get much attention, and they don’t seek it. But they play an important 

role in our society. Whether it is a high-profile murder trial, a child custody case, a million-dollar contract 
dispute, or a small claim, we look to our judges to administer the law in a fair and speedy manner. South 
Dakota is fortunate to have so many attorneys who are willing to serve the public in this important role.
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Thank You, Veterans
The men and women who wear the uniform of the United States make incred-

ible sacrifices for us, and every year on November 11 we pay tribute to them 
and all they have done to defend our freedoms. Veterans Day is a reminder to 
all of us to thank those who have bravely answered the call to serve.

As a member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I have been working 
on proposals to improve the quality of life for South Dakota veterans. Our com-
mittee has had a productive year, and is looking forward to making even more reforms to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) in the future. We were happy to see the president sign the Veterans Educational 
Assistance Act into law in August, after it passed out of the Senate with strong bipartisan support. This 
bill makes much-needed updates to Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits, especially for veterans wanting to pursue 
an education once they enter civilian life.

It included a few measures that I introduced, one of which is a provision to add all Purple Heart recipi-
ents—regardless of length of time spent on active duty—to the list of eligible veterans who can access full 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits.  Another included provision will allow for more flexibility in transferring Post-9/11 
GI Bill benefits to family members of deceased service members. The Veterans Educational Assistance 
Act will allow more veterans and their surviving family members to pursue educational opportunities to 
set them up for good-paying careers in a competitive job market.

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), under Secretary David Shulkin, has been working to fix the 
problems plaguing the agency over the past years. While there is still work to be done to improve veteran 
care, Secretary Shulkin has been committed to the cause and is working to streamline the agency he 
leads. Recently, the VA proposed its CARE proposal—their vision of the future program to provide care 
in the community for veterans. I look forward to working with the VA and my colleagues on the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee to improve care in the community for veterans.

Also this year, the VA announced it would comply with the Emergency Care Fairness Act (ECFA). This 
is a huge victory for the nearly 600,000 veterans who have been waiting for the VA to follow through on 
its legal obligations to pay for their emergency room costs at non-VA facilities. Last year, I spoke with an 
elderly South Dakota veteran who fell down in his home in the middle of the night. His wife called 911 
and when the ambulance came to get him, he asked to be brought to a VA facility so he wouldn’t have 
to pay the costly emergency room fees out of his own pocket. He was told that his condition required 
him to be sent to a non-VA hospital. This veteran was faced with thousands of dollars in medical fees, 
simply because he wasn’t close enough to a VA facility with the needed medical services. We have a 
moral obligation, and in this case a legal one, to take proper care of our veterans during and after their 
service to our country. I was happy that the VA made this long-overdue decision, and I look forward to 
the department finalizing its rules to comply with this law.

On this Veterans Day, we thank our veterans and their families, we remember those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, and we continue doing what we can to improve the lives of the men and women who 
bravely served our country. The freedoms we enjoy today are a direct result of the sacrifices made by 
our veterans and their families.
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Today in Weather History 

November 5, 1959: A strong cold front brought near blizzard conditions and bitterly cold tempera-
tures. High temperatures in many locations only reached the upper teens. Some daytime highs include; 
19 degrees in Pierre and Waubay; 18 degrees in Aberdeen, Faulkton, Kennebec, Pollock and Roscoe; 
17 degrees in Eureka, Gettysburg, Mobridge and Watertown; and 15 degrees in Timber Lake and near 
McIntosh. Some record or near record lows also occurred near midnight on the 5th. Some lows include; 
2 degrees in Aberdeen; 1 degree near McIntosh; 0 degrees in Timber Lake and Pollock; and 2 degrees 

ROSLYN, SOUTH DAKOTA

4-PLEX FOR SALE
The following real estate is for sale:
Lots Seven (7), Eight (8) and Nine (9), 

Block Twenty-two (22), Original Plat, Ros-
lyn, Day County, South Dakota; 

A/k/a 716 1st Street, Roslyn, South 
Dakota; st Consisting of lots and 4-plex 
apartment house, currently unoccupied 
and has been for five (5) years. Property 
is to be sold “AS IS”. Apartment units 
have electric baseboard heat and electric 
hot water heaters. Apartment units also 
include electric ranges, refrigerators, and 
washers/dryers.

No warranties are being offered on the 
appliances (“AS IS”).

Interested parties should submit sealed 
bids to Law Office of Danny R. Smeins, P.C., 
506 Main Street, Webster, SD 57274, or 
hand delivered to the same address prior 
to 5:00 p.m. on the 14th day of November, 
2017. Bids will be opened after the bid 
deadline, and Seller will identify the bidders 
that will be invited to raise their bid on the 
17 day of November, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Law Office of Danny R. Smeins, P.C. in 
Webster, South Dakota. Not all bidders will 
be invited to raise their bid.

Successful bidder will be required to ex-
ecute a standard Purchase Agreement and 
make an earnest money deposit.

SELLER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RE-
JECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

Direct all inquiries, questions or requests 
for real estate information to Danny R. 
Smeins, Attorney at Law, at (605) 345-4875 
or (605) 448-5964 or Ray Lardy, Roslyn 
Homes, Inc., at (605) 228-1597 or Richard 
Galbraith at (605) 229-0180.

below zero in Kennebec.
1894: A significant snowstorm impacted New England on 

November 5 through the 6. It formed off the New Jersey 
coast on the 5th and passed east of Connecticut with 
rapidly increasing heavy rain and snow, along with high 
winds. The heavy snow and high winds caused significant 
damage to trees and brought down telegraph poles by 
the hundreds. The telegraph and telephone service in all 
southern New England was crippled, and fallen poles and 
trees delayed railroad trains.

1961 - Strong Santa Ana winds fanned the flames of 
the Bel Air and Brentwood fires in southern California 
destroying many homes. At 10 PM the Los Angeles Civic 
Center reported a temperature of 74 degrees along with 
a dew point of 5 degrees. On the 6th, Burbank reported a 
relative humidity of three percent. (The Weather Channel)

1977 - A slow moving storm produced five to nine inch 
rains across northern Georgia causing the Toccoa Dam to 
burst. As the earthen dam collapsed the waters rushed 
through the Toccoa Falls Bible College killing three persons 
in the dorms. Thirty-eight persons perished at a trailer 
park along the stream. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Low pressure off the California coast produced 
stormy weather in the southwestern U.S. Flash flooding 
stranded 8000 persons in the Death Valley National Park 
of southern California. Thunder- storms over southern 
Nevada produced dime size hail and wind gusts to 68 
mph around Las Vegas. Unseasonably mild weather in the 
northeastern U.S. was replaced with snow and gale force 
winds. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) 

1988 - A powerful low pressure system produced 
high winds from the Great Plains to New England, and 
produced heavy snow in northern Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan. Winds gusted to 64 mph at Knoxville TN, and 
reached 80 mph at Pleasant Valley VT. (Storm Data) (The 
National Weather Summary)

1991: Nearly 3,000 individuals were killed in the Philip-
pines when Tropical Storm Thelma produced massive 
flooding on this day. This storm was the second major 
disaster of the year as Mount Pinatubo violently erupted 
on June 12th.
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A reinforcing shot of Canadian air today will keep temperatures chilly - some 15 to 20 degrees below 
average. A weak system will quickly pass over this air mass - giving us another shot at some light snow 
for Monday.



Sunday, Nov. 09, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 119 ~ 10 of 34

Groton Daily Independent
Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp: 42.4
Low Outside Temp: 29.8
High Gust:  21
Precip: 0.00 

 

Today’s Info
Record High: 79° in 1904
Record Low: -6° in 2003
Average High: 46°F 
Average Low: 24°F 
Average Precip in Nov: .15
Precip to date in Nov: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 20.62
Precip Year to Date: 13.47
Sunset Tonight: 5:14 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 7:20 a.m.
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TO PROTECT AND TO PROVIDE

A biographer once wrote of Christopher Columbus that “He discovered no island or sea as lonely as 
himself.”

How different for those who trust God!

David wrote, “When You, God, went out before Your people, when You marched through the wilder-
ness...You provided for the poor!”

The writer of Hebrews echoed those words when he wrote of the risen Christ, “I will never leave you 
nor ever forsake you.”

King Nebuchadnezzar refused to hear the testimony of three young men. He bound them and threw 
them into a fiery furnace. In amazement, when he looked into the furnace he did not see three men, 
but four: unharmed and unbound. He shouted, “Servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
God went before them, protected them and rescued them.

On one occasion the disciples of Jesus were frightened by the winds and the waves that were threatening 
them. They were in a little boat with little hope. Then Jesus appeared and said, “Take courage. Don’t be 
afraid. It is I!” He went to them, calmed their fears and then said, “You of little faith. Why did you doubt?”

A Psalmist was traveling through a deep valley with dark shadows. He was filled with great fear as he 
faced the “unknown.” Yet, he was able to say, “I will fear no evil, for You are with me. Your rod and Your 
staff will comfort me!” He trusted God because he knew God would never abandon him.

The Lord always goes before us to protect us. He will provide for everything we need now and through 
eternity.

Prayer: Thank You, God, for assuring us that we do not face the threats of life alone. Thank You for 
Your protection. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 68:7 & 10b When you, God, went out before your people, when you marched 
through the wilderness,… and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor.
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2018 Groton SD Community Events

• Groton Lion’s Club Bingo- Wednesday Nights 6:30pm at the Groton Legion (Year Round) 
• 11/18/2017-3/31/2018 Groton Lion’s Club Wheel of Meat- Saturday Nights 7pm at the Groton Legion 

(Fall/Winter Months)
• 1/28/2018 Carnival of Silver Skates 2pm & 6:30pm
• 3/24/2018 Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday a week before Easter Weekend)
• 5/5/2018 Spring City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday in May)
• 5/28/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Memorial Day Program at the Cemetery, Lunch to 

follow at the American Legion (Memorial Day)
• 6/14/2018 Transit Fundraiser (Middle Thursday in June)
• 6/15/2018 SDSU Golf at Olive Grove
• 6/16/2018 Triathlon (Saturday before Father’s Day)
• 7/4/2018 Firecracker Golf Tourney (4th of July)
• 7/22/2018 Summer Fest (4th Sunday in July)
• 9/8/2018 Fall City-Wide Rummage Sales (1st Saturday after Labor Day)
• 10/6/2018 Pumpkin Fest (Saturday before Columbus Day)
• 10/12/2018 Band Festival (2nd Friday in October)
• 10/31/2018 Trunk or Treat (Halloween)
• 11/10/2018 Groton American Legion Post #39 Turkey Shoot (Saturday closest to Veteran’s Day)

• Best Ball Golf Tourney
• SDSU Golf Tourney 
• Sunflower Golf Tourney
• Santa Claus Day
• Fireman’s Stag 
• Tour of Homes
• Crazy Dayz/Open Houses
• School Events
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Iowa family uses no-till, soil-saving method on farm
By ANDREW WIND, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier

CEDAR FALLS, Iowa (AP) — Dennis Messingham remembers the grilling he received when Ken Jackson 
interviewed him about renting 135 acres of farmland five years ago.

It didn’t let up until Messingham managed to get in a question of his own about the planting practices 
he planned to use on the field.

“I asked him if I could no-till the beans into the corn, and I thought he was going to faint,” recalled 
Messingham, who rotates between planting the two crops. He assumed Jackson, already in his 80s, 
would favor the older practice of tilling the field to prepare it for planting rather than the no-till approach 
Messingham uses to better control erosion.

But his question “was the right answer,” Messingham told the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier .
That’s because Jackson, who died in May 2016 at the age of 86, had already significantly invested in 

conservation efforts on the field, located at the northwest edge of Cedar Falls. Since 1988, about 45 acres 
of the land has been terraced, a conservation practice that minimizes erosion and washing nitrogen from 
fertilizers into waterways on hilly or sloped land.

A sign next to the field commemorates that decision with the words “Saving our soil for decades.” It 
includes the names KLJ Farms (for Kenneth Leigh Jackson) and Black Hawk Soil and Water Conservation 
District, which encourages such farming practices and paid for the sign. It was installed several months 
ago, replacing an older, worn sign the agency also installed.

It’s the only sign noting the use of terraces in the county. Officials said Jackson’s family has been con-
tinuously using the practice longer than any other landowner here.

Jackson, who owned Century Pattern Co. in Cedar Falls, wasn’t a farmer.
“He always wanted to farm,” said Jane Jackson, Ken’s wife. “When this (land) came available, we had 

some money and we got it from the bank. He loved to come out and walk the fields.”
They also owned other farmland across the Cedar Valley where Ken had implemented various conser-

vation practices over the years. “I would probably say it was in the mid-’60s when he started to put land 
in conservation reserve,” said Mark Jackson, his son. So his father welcomed the opportunity to install 
the terraces on this land.

Elaine Hammer, conservation technician with the Natural Resources Conservation Services in Waterloo, 
helped lay out Jackson’s terraces. The NRCS works closely with the conservation district.

“It’s a little dike we built up, a little dam,” she explained. A system of tiles also was installed just below 
the surface with a series of intakes at the bottom of each terrace, allowing the water to drain. The ter-
races curve around the sloped land, slowing the water.

“They’re normally on this type of land,” she said. “This was a perfect piece for this.”
Terraces are partially paid for with federal cost-sharing funds on land that qualifies because of topography. 

Farmers who install the terraces are required to keep them in place for a set number of years — which 
the Jackson land has far exceeded. The terraces have remained despite the growing size of equipment 
and newer conservation practices some farmers use instead.

“It’s all about carrying on Dad’s legacy,” said Mark Jackson. “He knew that with bad farming measures, 
the character of the farm wouldn’t last.”

Some who installed the terraces in Jackson’s era eventually removed them.
“A lot of people like to knock these terraces out these days,” said Messingham. “That’s a really bad 

thing. I don’t see any reason to take them out if they’re already there.”
“In certain parts of the state, probably northeast Iowa, it’s still pretty common” to have the terraces, 

Hammer added. “Building new ones is down, really, throughout the state.”
Farming Jackson’s land was a good fit for Messingham.

News from the



Sunday, Nov. 09, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 119 ~ 14 of 34

Groton Daily Independent
“I’ve been for the conservation ever since I started farming” in 1984, he said. “The rest of the farm that 

isn’t terraced, I farm on the contour. We also are minimal till to no till — no till mostly.”
In addition, he plants a cereal rye cover crop after harvest. Along with stopping erosion, cover crops 

help control weeds.
Messingham acknowledged not everyone farming on hilly land will go through the expense of terracing, 

which also has the potential of reducing crop yields since not as many acres can be planted in a field. 
He suggested those farmers may use some of the other methods to slow erosion or keep nitrogen in 
fertilizers out of waterways.

“I truly think everybody is working toward the conservation end of it,” he said. “The Jacksons just went 
a little further.”

___
Information from: Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, http://www.wcfcourier.com

SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Saturday:

Dakota Cash
05-24-26-31-35
(five, twenty-four, twenty-six, thirty-one, thirty-five)
Estimated jackpot: $36,000

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $59 million

Powerball
12-14-26-48-51, Powerball: 13, Power Play: 3
(twelve, fourteen, twenty-six, forty-eight, fifty-one; Powerball: thirteen; Power Play: three)
Estimated jackpot: $64 million

Saturday’s Scores
By The Associated Press

Volleyball
Mitchell def. Huron, 25-21, 19-25, 29-31, 25-23, 25-23

South Dakota State takes down North Dakota State 33-21
BROOKINGS, S.D. (AP) — Taryn Christion threw for 329 yards and two touchdowns and ran for another 

score as South Dakota State handed North Dakota State its first loss of the season, 33-21, on Saturday 
in a clash of two top-10 FCS teams.

Christion threw touchdown passes to Dallas Goedert, who had 116 yards receiving on seven catches, 
and Jacob Brown. Jake Wieneke had two catches for 59 yards that moved him past Jerry Rice and into 
third place all-time in FCS receiving yards at 4,730.

Mikey Daniel’s 5-yard run and Chase Vinatieri’s second field goal of the game gave the Jackrabbits (7-2, 
3-2 Missouri Valley Conference) a 27-14 lead after three quarters. Easton Stick’s 11-yard run, coming two 
plays after a Jackrabbits fumble, cut the lead to 27-21 early in the fourth quarter but Goedert’s 19-yard 
TD grab capped a nearly seven-minute drive to give South Dakota State insurance with 7:06 left.

Stick threw for 229 yards and two touchdowns but also threw three interceptions. NDSU also lost two 
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fumbles with the season-high five turnovers leading to 17 points. Despite the loss, the Bison (8-1, 5-1) 
remain atop the Missouri Valley Conference.

___
More AP college football: http://collegefootball.ap.org and http://www.twitter.com/AP_Top25

Northern Iowa rallies late to knock off South Dakota
CEDAR FALLS, Iowa (AP) — Marcus Weymiller scored on an 8-yard run with 3:02 left and Keelon Brookins 

sealed the victory with a 29-yard pick-6 as Northern Iowa rallied for a 34-29 upset win over South Dakota 
on Saturday.

South Dakota turned it over on three straight fourth-quarter possessions — two of which the Panthers 
(5-4, 4-2 Missouri Valley Conference) turned into touchdowns.

South Dakota led 23-13 after Brett Samson’s 11-yard TD run with 12:37 left in the third quarter. But Eli 
Dunne jump-started the comeback when he connected with Isaiah Weston for a 4-yard score to cut the 
Coyotes’ lead to 23-20 with 3:56 left in the third.

Chris Streveler hooked up with Dakarai Allen from 4 yards out with 11 seconds remaining to cap the 
scoring for the Coyotes (7-2, 4-2).

Dunne passed for 228 yards and two TDs and Weymiller finished with 69 yards on 24 carries.
Streveler completed 34 of 51 passes for 401 yards and two scores, but he was also intercepted twice.
The Panthers are 3-1 in their last four games  — all against top-ten teams.
__
More AP college football: http://collegefootball.ap.org and http://www.twitter.com/AP_Top25

Ocean acidification could threaten Alaska crab populations
KODIAK, Alaska (AP) — Alaska researchers warn that the changing levels of ocean acidity could have 

grave consequences for red king crab populations in the Bering Sea.
The acidity of waters off Alaska could change dramatically over the next 50 years, leading to possible 

crab stock failure in about 100 years, said Robert Foy, director of the Alaska Fisheries Science Center’s 
Kodiak Laboratory.

A change in pH, the scale of acidity, is occurring as more carbon dioxide is dissolved in the water, 
Alaska’s Energy Desk reported . Researchers expect ocean acidification to occur faster at locations in 
high latitudes like Alaska.

Through long-term experiments at the lab, Foy has been studying the effects of ocean acidification 
caused by climate change for about a decade. On tests with red king crabs, Foy said most of the crabs 
don’t make it past early life stages under water conditions similar to what researchers predict for Alaska.

“If the results in the laboratory are accurate, and there’s no acclimation, you would see stock failure 
about 100 years from now,” Foy said.

In more acidic water, crabs have a harder time to make and maintain their shells. While some of the 
crabs survived, indicating there could be the potential to acclimate and adapt, Foy said there might not 
be enough time for those survival traits to be passed on.

___
Information from: KTOO-FM, http://www.ktoo.org

White Mountain Apache ask for tweak to allow water project
By ISAAC WINDES, Cronkite News

WASHINGTON (AP) — A White Mountain Apache leader told House members Thursday that the tribe 
desperately needs to “replace the failing and terminal groundwater well system,” but that current Interior 
Department regulations are preventing the tribe from moving forward on the project.

Tribe Vice Chairman Kasey Velasquez told a House Natural Resources subcommittee that Interior officials 
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do not oppose the project, but that they are not sure current regulations allow money from a settlement 
fund to be “used for the system’s cost overruns.”

The solution, the Apache say, is a one-page bill that would add 17 words to the law to clarify the situ-
ation. But Velasquez said it is needed urgently so there is no delay in work to improve the dire condition 
of the tribe’s critical water infrastructure.

“The tribe’s current water sources and antiquated infrastructure have been, and continue to be, grossly 
inadequate to meet the current demands and needs of our reservation communities,” Velasquez said 
Thursday.

“We must ensure its timely design and completion by resolving the cost issue within the act’s existing 
authorization now, not later,” he said.

But the seemingly simple change to the law has moved at a typical Washington pace.
An identical bill was passed by the Senate last year, but never made it out of committee in the House.
When the latest bill was passed by the Senate in May, Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Arizona, called it “no small 

task” and said Senate approval was a “significant victory for the state.” His co-sponsor, Sen. John McCain, 
R-Arizona, said in a statement at the time that the “federal government owes it to the White Mountain 
Apache Tribe to meet its obligation under the water-rights settlement.”

That bill now sits in the House Natural Resources Committee.
Interior Department officials were not invited to testify at Thursday’s hearing. But in comments to the 

Senate Indian Affairs Committee in 2016, the last time the bill had a hearing, a department official testified 
that the agency “supports the ongoing efforts to implement the White Mountain Apache Tribe settlement; 
however, we do not have sufficient information to develop a position” on the bill.

While Velasquez and other tribal leaders said they would not discuss ongoing negotiations with Inte-
rior, they said they were actively working with the department to find a solution to the water settlement 
process. The clarifying language would bring them “one step closer” to finishing the project, they said.

Rep. Paul Gosar, R- Prescott, said in Thursday’s hearing that language in the latest version of the bill 
would “clarify the congressional intent of the settlement,” and he submitted letters in support of the bill 
from the Salt River Project and the Arizona Department of Water Resources.

In addition to health concerns, Velasquez pointed to the economic harm his tribe of nearly 14,000 faced 
has suffered as a result of not having a sufficient source of clean, running water.

“Despite hundreds of miles of streams on our land, our own economic development has been stifled by 
a lack of safe, clean and reliable drinking water, for our people, housing, schools, hospital and reserva-
tion residents,” he said.

Velasquez ended his testimony with an emotional plea, the same ending he used in his testimony to 
the Senate last year.

“As I testify before you today, I am mindful of an image and a hope that I’ve held for years,” Velasquez 
said at the hearing. “That I would be fortunate to live long enough to see a child . open a faucet on a 
kitchen sink to fill a glass of water — something they cannot do today.”

Belgium studying Spanish warrant for ex-Catalan leader
By RAF CASERT and JOSEPH WILSON, Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — Belgian state prosecutors on Sunday were examining international arrest warrants 
issued by Spain for the ousted leader of Catalonia and other members of his disbanded Cabinet.

Carles Puigdemont and four of his ex-ministers fled to Belgium this past week after being removed 
from power by Spanish authorities as part of an extraordinary crackdown to impede the region’s illegal 
declaration of independence.

Federal prosecutors in Belgium said on Saturday that they were studying the warrants and that they had 
shared them with city counterparts in Brussels. The Brussels prosecutor said he will make a statement 
at 2 p.m. (1300 GMT; 8 a.m. EDT) about the warrants.

A Spanish National Court judge issued warrants for the five separatist politicians on suspicion of five 
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crimes, including rebellion, rebellion and embezzlement, on Friday, a day after the same judge sent an-
other eight former Catalan Cabinet members to jail without bail while her investigation continues. A ninth 
spent a night in jail and was freed after posting bail.

Puigdemont wrote in Dutch in his Twitter account on Saturday that he is “prepared to fully cooperate 
with Belgian justice following the European arrest warrant issued by Spain.”

However, Puigdemont’s lawyer in Brussels had previously said that his client plans to fight extradition 
to Spain without requesting political asylum.

Legal experts consulted by The Associated Press estimate that the process from arrest to extradition, 
including appeals, could take as long as two months before Puigdemont would be sent back to Spain.

That delay could give Puigdemont time to influence, and even participate albeit from afar, in the snap 
regional election called by Spain’s government for Catalonia on Dec. 21.

While Puigdemont remains absconded in Europe’s capital, back in northeastern Spain political forces 
are hurriedly jockeying for position to start a campaign that promises to be as bitter as it is decisive to 
Spain’s worst institutional crisis in nearly four decades.

While pro-union parties try to rally support to win back control of the regional parliament in Barcelona, 
pro-secession parties are debating whether or not to form one grand coalition for the upcoming ballot.

Parties have until Tuesday to register as coalitions or they must run separately. Puigdemont weighed in 
on the debate Saturday, backing his center-right Democratic Party of Catalonia’s push to form one pro-
secession bloc.

Catalan ex-regional president Artur Mas, the first leader to harness the political momentum for seces-
sion, told Catalan public television on Sunday that he backed a fusion of parties for the December vote. 
But, he said, the main goals must be to recover the self-rule of the region and the release of the jailed 
separatists, not another immediate attempt to culminate the independence drive.

“Under these exceptional circumstances that our country is going through, don’t we have to substitute 
the normal and logical competition for the cooperation we all need?” Mas said. “If we add the issue of 
independence, we won’t get as many people to support us.”

The separatist majority of Catalonia’s Parliament ignored repeated warnings from Spanish authorities 
and voted in favor of a declaration of independence on Oct. 27. The next day, Spain’s central government 
used extraordinary constitutional powers to fire Catalonia’s government, take charge of its administrations, 
dissolve its regional parliament and call a regional election.

Spain’s Constitution says the nation is “indivisible” and that all matters of national sovereignty pertain 
to the country’s parliament.

In all, Spanish prosecutors are investigating 20 regional politicians for rebellion and other crimes that 
could be punishable by up to 30 years in prison.

Another two leaders of pro-secession grassroots groups are also in jail while an investigation continues 
into suspicion of sedition.

Hundreds of pro-secession Catalans gathered in town squares across the region Sunday to put up post-
ers in support of independence and to demand the release of the jailed separatists.

“People came today because we want to send a message to Europe that even if our president is still in 
Brussels and all our government now is in Madrid jailed, that the independence movement still didn’t fin-
ish and people are still striving to get independence in a peaceful and democratic way,” said 24-year-old 
protester Adria Ballester in Barcelona.

The grassroots group Catalan National Assembly has also called for a strike on Wednesday and a public 
protest on Saturday.

Fueled by questions of cultural identity and economic malaise, secessionist sentiment has skyrocketed 
to reach roughly half of the 7.5 million residents of Catalonia, a prosperous region that is proud of its 
Catalan language spoken along with Spanish.

Puigdemont and his fellow separatists claim that an illegal referendum on secession held on Oct. 1 that 
polled 43 percent of the electorate and failed to meet international standards gives them a mandate for 
independence.
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___
Joseph Wilson reported from Barcelona, Spain. Nebi Qena contributed to this story from Barcelona.
___
Find complete AP coverage on the Spain-Catalonia crisis here: https://apnews.com/tag/Spain

With tensions high, Trump, Abe strengthen bond on the links
By JONATHAN LEMIRE and JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — With a round of golf, a custom cap and a hamburger of American beef, President Donald 
Trump’s first trip to Asia began with a taste of home.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe welcomed Trump to Japan Sunday with an effusive display of friendship that, 
in the days ahead, will give way to high-stakes diplomacy. The two leaders, who have struck up an unlikely 
but easy rapport, shared a casual lunch and played nine holes at the Kasumigaseki Country Club, joined 
by professional golfer Hideki Matsuyama.

The low-key agenda was a prelude to the formal talks, a press conference and state dinner planned in 
Tokyo Monday. Abe will be looking for a united front against North Korea and reassurances that the U.S. 
will stand by its treaty obligations to defend Japan if attacked.

Eager to forge a bond with Tokyo’s crucial ally, Abe was one of the first world leaders to court President-
elect Trump. He was the first to call Trump after the election, and rushed to New York days later to meet 
the president-elect and present him with a pricey, gold Honma golf driver. The two men also met on the 
sidelines of an international summit in Italy this spring and Trump hosted Abe in Florida. White House 
officials said Trump has spoken with Abe by phone more than any world leader, aside from British Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

That bond was clear on Sunday.
“The relationship is really extraordinary. We like each other and our countries like each other,” Trump 

said Sunday night before dinner with Abe, who for this meal did show Trump traditional cuisine with a 
teppanyaki dinner. “And I don’t think we’ve ever been closer to Japan than we are right now.”

Trump and Abe also exchanged glowing tweets about their golf. Trump dubbed Abe and Matsuyama 
“wonderful people,” while Abe called it a “round of golf with a marvelous friend.”

Abe told reporters after the golf session that the two could talk frankly in a relaxed atmosphere while 
out on the course. He said they were able to “carry out in depth discussion, at times touching on various 
difficult issues.” A senior White House official, briefing reporters on condition of anonymity, said the pair 
had discussed trade and North Korea — but didn’t keep score.

From the time Marine One landed on the Kasumigaseki Country Club’s driving range, Abe rolled out little 
touches to make Trump feel welcome. He presented a hat that had a version of Trump’s campaign theme, 
this time reading “Donald and Shinzo: Make Alliance Even Greater.” The two passed up the region’s famed 
Kobe beef in favor of the American version, which is favored by Trump, a famed picky eater.

When Trump hosted Abe in Palm Beach earlier this year, they played at one of Trump’s Florida golf 
courses. For that outing, Trump brought along pro golfer Ernie Els, so this time Abe matched him by bring-
ing along Matsuyama, whom Trump described on the plane ride to Asia as “probably the greatest player 
in the history of Japan.” Abe was behind the wheel of a golf cart as the two men were spotted moving 
from hole to hole, Trump in the passenger seat smiling and waving at those they passed.

“From the point of view of Abe administration, the personal chemistry that exists between the two 
leaders is seen as an asset,” said Mireya Sollis, chair in Japan Studies for the Brookings Center for East 
Asia Policy Studies. She said that the Japanese believe it is already “seeing it pay off,” including when 
Trump agreed to meet with the families of Japanese citizens kidnapped by the North Korean regime, an 
important issue for Tokyo.

Ever since Saudi Arabia delivered a lavish welcome on Trump’s first international trip, leaders have tried 
to outdo themselves to impress the president, who has proven susceptible to flattery.

Before the game, Trump delivered a speech in which he hailed Japan as a “crucial ally” and warned 
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adversaries not to test America’s resolve.

“Japan is a treasured partner and crucial ally of the United States and today we thank them for wel-
coming us and for decades of wonderful friendship between our two nations,” Trump told American and 
Japanese service members at Yokota Air Base on the outskirts of Tokyo.

Though Trump did not mention North Korea by name during the speech, the spectre of its weapons pro-
gram will loom large throughout Trump’s five-nation Asia trip. The president warned of the consequences 
of crossing what he called the “most fearsome fighting force in the history of our world.”

“Together with our allies, America’s warriors are prepared to defend our nation using the full range of 
our unmatched capabilities. No one — no dictator, no regime and no nation — should underestimate, 
ever, American resolve,” he told the troops.

And while there is worry in the region about Trump’s unpredictable response to the threat posed by 
Kim Jong Un, Trump made clear he did not intend to tone down his bellicose rhetoric — including dub-
bing Kim Jong Un as “Little Rocket Man” — even while in an Asian capital within reach of the North Korea 
dictator’s missiles.

“There’s been 25 years of total weakness, so we are taking a very much different approach,” he said, 
speaking to reporters on Air Force One.

Trump will also meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of an upcoming summit in 
Vietnam.

The easy rapport with Japan could be strained if Trump takes an aggressive approach on trade or the 
two men disagree on how best to approach the threat looming in Pyongyang.  During his campaign, 
Trump suggested Japan should acquire its own nuclear weapons to defend itself, hinted the U.S. might not 
come to the nation’s defense, and accused Japan of “killing us” on trade. He has dropped that antagonist 
language almost entirely since the election, but tensions remain.

Scott Seaman, a director for Asia of the Eurasia Group, a political risk consultant organization, noted: 
“everything is fine with Trump until you tell him no. So far, Abe hasn’t told him no.”

___
Colvin reported from Tokyo. Associated Press writers Ken Moritsugu, James Armstrong and Mari Yama-

guchi contributed to this report.
___
Follow Lemire on Twitter at http://twitter.com/@JonLemire and Colvin at http://twitter.com/@colvinj

Billionaire prince among dozens arrested in Saudi sweep
By ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI and AYA BATRAWY, Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Saudi Arabia has arrested dozens of princes, senior military officers, 
businessmen and top officials, including a well-known royal billionaire with extensive holdings in Western 
companies, as part of a sweeping anti-corruption probe that further cements control in the hands of its 
young crown prince.

A high-level employee at Prince Alwaleed bin Talal’s Kingdom Holding Co. told The Associated Press that 
the royal— who is one of the world’s richest men— was among those detained overnight Saturday. The 
company’s stock was down nearly 9 percent in trading Sunday on the Saudi stock exchange.

The surprise arrests, which also reportedly include two of the late King Abdullah’s sons, were hailed 
by pro-government media outlets as the greatest sign yet that Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is 
keeping his promise to reform the country, long been plagued by allegations of corruption at the highest 
levels of government.

Analysts have suggested the arrest of once-untouchable members of the royal family is the latest sign 
that the 32-year-old crown prince is moving to quash potential rivals or critics. The prince’s swift rise to 
power has unnerved more experienced, elder members of the ruling Al Saud family, which has long ruled 
by consensus, though ultimate decision-making remains with the monarch.

The king named his son, the crown prince, as head of an anti-corruption committee established late 
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Saturday, just hours before its arrest of top officials.

A Saudi government official with close ties to security says 11 princes and 38 others are being held in 
five-star hotels across the capital, Riyadh. The official spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to speak to the press.

The scale of the arrests is unprecedented in Saudi Arabia, where senior royals and their business associ-
ates were seen as operating above the law. Saudi nationals have long complained of rampant corruption 
in government and of public funds being squandered or misused by people in power.

Shortly before the arrests, King Salman had ousted Prince Miteb bin Abdullah from his post as head of 
the National Guard. The prince is reportedly among those detained in the sweep, as is his brother, Prince 
Turki bin Abdullah, who was once governor of Riyadh. Both are sons of the late King Abdullah, who ruled 
before his half brother King Salman.

Prince Miteb was once considered a contender for the throne.
Saudi Twitter accounts released several other names of those arrested, such as: Alwalid al-Ibrahim, a 

Saudi businessman with ties to the royal family who runs the Arabic satellite group MBC; Amr al-Dabbagh, 
the former head of the Saudi Arabian General Investment Authority; Ibrahim Assaf, the former finance 
minister; and Bakr Binladin, head of the Saudi Binladin Group, a major business conglomerate.

An earlier crackdown on perceived critics of the crown prince included clerics, writers, lesser-known 
princes and Saudi figures popular on social media.

“The dismissals and detentions suggest that Prince Mohammed rather than forging alliances is extend-
ing his iron grip to the ruling family, the military, and the national guard to counter what appears to be 
more widespread opposition within the family as well as the military to his reforms and the Yemen war,” 
James M. Dorsey, a Gulf specialist and senior fellow at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore, 
said an analysis of the shake-up.

Saudi Arabia said late Saturday it intercepted a ballistic missile fired from Yemen at Riyadh International 
Airport, on the outskirts of the capital. The crown prince, as defense minister, oversees the stalemated 
war against Yemen’s Iranian-allied rebels.

The Finance Ministry said the anti-corruption probe “opens a new era of transparency and accountability,” 
enhances confidence in the rule of law and improves the kingdom’s investment climate.

Reports suggested those detained were being held in the Ritz Carlton in Riyadh, which only days earlier 
hosted a major investment conference.

Marriott International said in a statement that it is currently evaluating the situation at the Ritz-Carlton 
in Riyadh. “As a matter of guest privacy, we do not discuss the guests or groups with whom we do busi-
ness or may be visitors of the hotel,” the statement added.

It is not clear what Prince Alwaleed or others are being investigated for.
The Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya news channel said the anti-corruption probe was looking into the response 

to flooding in Jiddah that killed around 120 people in 2009 and devastated the city again in 2011, as well 
as the government’s handling of a Coronavirus outbreak that has killed several hundred people in recent 
years.

Prince Alwaleed’s many investments include Twitter, Apple, Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp., Citigroup, and 
the Four Seasons, Fairmont and Movenpick hotel chains. He is also an investor in ride-sharing services 
Lyft and Careem.

The prince, often pictured on his 85.65-meter (281 foot) superyacht in the Mediterranean, is among 
the most outspoken Saudi royals and a longtime advocate for women’s rights. He is also majority owner 
of the popular Rotana Group of Arabic channels.

The AP reached out overnight to Kingdom Holding for comment. There was no response as of Sunday 
afternoon. The senior employee, who spoke on condition of anonymity due to fear of repercussions, said 
security bodies informed him of the arrest.

The kingdom’s top council of clerics issued a statement saying it is an Islamic duty to fight corruption— 
essentially giving religious backing to the high-level arrests being reported. A top royal court official, Badr 
al-Asaker, on Sunday appeared to confirm the arrests on Twitter, describing a “historic and black night 
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against the corrupt.”

The government said the anti-corruption committee has the right to issue arrest warrants, impose 
travel restrictions and freeze bank accounts. It can also trace funds, prevent the transfer of funds or the 
liquidation of assets, and take other precautionary measures until cases are referred to the judiciary.

Meanwhile, Prince Miteb was replaced by a lesser known royal, Prince Khalid bin Ayyaf al-Muqrin, to 
head the National Guard— a prestigious force tasked with protecting the royal family, important holy sites 
in Mecca and Medina, and oil and gas sites.

Just three months earlier, Prince Mohammed bin Nayef was plucked from the line of succession and 
from his post as interior minister, overseeing internal security. This laid the groundwork for the king’s son 
to claim the mantle of crown prince.

___
Batrawy reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writers Jon Gambrell and Fay 

Abuelgasim in Dubai and Jonathan Lemire aboard Air Force One contributed to this report.

Son of Japan abductee to N. Korea hopes Trump raises issue
By MARI YAMAGUCHI, Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — Koichiro Iizuka only knows her as Yaeko-san, a pretty woman smiling in an old photo 
and in stories told by his relatives. A 16-month-old baby, he was at a childcare center in downtown Tokyo 
with his 3-year-old sister, waiting to be picked up by their mother. She never returned.

Yaeko Taguchi, then 22, was kidnapped by North Korea agents in June 1978, presumably on her way to 
the nursery from a night job she was working to raise the children as a divorced mother. The baby boy 
was adopted by Taguchi’s brother, Shigeo Iizuka, and raised as his fourth child; his sister was adopted 
by an aunt.

Taguchi’s whereabouts weren’t known for nearly a quarter century until North Korea, after years of 
denials, acknowledged in 2002 abducting about a dozen Japanese citizens. Iizuka, now a 40-year-old 
computer programmer, wants President Donald Trump to learn about the ordeal of the relatives of those 
abducted when he meets some of them in Tokyo on Monday.

Japan says North Korea snatched at least 17 people in the 1970s and ‘80s to train its spies in Japanese 
culture and language so they pass as Japanese and spy on South Korea. Pyongyang has admitted abduct-
ing 13 of them, including Taguchi, and has allowed five to visit Japan — they stayed instead of returning 
to the North. North Korea said the other eight had died, and no other abductee has since returned.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has made resolving the abduction issue a top policy goal that he pledged 
would not be put to rest until all victims return home. There is no sign of any progress amid new tensions 
created by North Korea’s escalating missile and nuclear threats, making it more difficult to seek answers 
from Pyongyang.

Everyone is getting older, and Iizuka is frustrated. He still believes his mother, who would be 62, is alive, 
largely because the North hasn’t provided reliable proof of her death. North Korea only told Japan that 
she was killed in a car accident in 1986.

Trump’s engagement has breathed new hope that the fate of the abductees will be finally exposed and 
possibly all the remaining Japanese returned home in one group, according to Iizuka. He wants to be 
part of the meeting with Trump and some relatives on Monday.

“I want to tell him that our loved ones were kidnapped to North Korea and we need help. I want to ask 
President Trump to join our effort to rescue the victims and bring them back to Japan,” Iizuka told The 
Associated Press in an interview. “It’s wrong that families cannot be together for 40 years, because we 
are forcibly separated by a certain country.”

Iizuka says he was too young to remember anything about his mother. “I only know her through the 
pictures and the stories I heard from my dad and uncle ... But I don’t know anything about her, such as 
her gestures, her taste, and what she liked to study at school.”
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Trump is the third American president to meet abductee families, following George W. Bush and Barack 

Obama. The mysterious death this year of American student Otto Warmbier, who was detained in Pyong-
yang and returned home with brain damage only to die days later, has raised questions about the North’s 
human rights conditions, Iizuka said.

He hopes Trump would be able to talk directly to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
“When that happens, I hope President Trump brings up the abduction issue and tells Kim Jong Un that 

the problem must be resolved. I think it’s most important,” Iizuka said. “In North Korea, Kim Jong Un 
is the only one who makes a decision, and Mr. Trump’s cooperation on the abduction issue would be a 
huge support.”

He hopes his father, Shigeo, gets to see his sister again in their lifetime. And Iizuka already decided 
what he will tell her when she returns home one day.

“I want to call her mother,” he said. “She hasn’t heard me say that to her yet.”
___
Follow Mari Yamaguchi on Twitter at www.twitter.com/mariyamaguchi
Find her work at https://www.apnews.com/search/mari%20yamaguchi
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largely because the North hasn’t provided reliable proof of her death. North Korea only told Japan that 
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Trump’s engagement has breathed new hope that the fate of the abductees will be finally exposed and 
possibly all the remaining Japanese returned home in one group, according to Iizuka. He wants to be part 
of the meeting with Trump and some relatives on Monday.

“I want to tell him that our loved ones were kidnapped to North Korea and we need help. I want to ask 
President Trump to join our effort to rescue the victims and bring them back to Japan,” Iizuka told The 
Associated Press in an interview. “It’s wrong that families cannot be together for 40 years, because we 
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her gestures, her taste, and what she liked to study at school.”

Trump is the third American president to meet abductee families, following George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama. The mysterious death this year of American student Otto Warmbier, who was detained in Pyong-
yang and returned home with brain damage only to die days later, has raised questions about the North’s 
human rights conditions, Iizuka said.

He hopes Trump would be able to talk directly to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
“When that happens, I hope President Trump brings up the abduction issue and tells Kim Jong Un that 

the problem must be resolved. I think it’s most important,” Iizuka said. “In North Korea, Kim Jong Un 
is the only one who makes a decision, and Mr. Trump’s cooperation on the abduction issue would be a 
huge support.”

He hopes his father, Shigeo, gets to see his sister again in their lifetime. And Iizuka already decided 
what he will tell her when she returns home one day.

“I want to call her mother,” he said. “She hasn’t heard me say that to her yet.”
___
Follow Mari Yamaguchi on Twitter at www.twitter.com/mariyamaguchi
Find her work at https://www.apnews.com/search/mari%20yamaguchi

Brazile stirs Democratic strife; party chief seeks unity
WASHINGTON (AP) — The former head of the Democratic National Committee says she considered 

initiating efforts to replace Hillary Clinton as the party’s presidential nominee with then-Vice President Joe 
Biden. Donna Brazile makes the revelation in a memoir being released Tuesday that has renewed deep 
divisions within the Democratic Party.

The Washington Post obtained an advance copy of “Hacks: The Inside Story of the Break-ins and Break-
downs that Put Donald Trump in the White House.”

Brazile writes that she considered initiating Clinton’s removal after she collapsed while leaving a 9/11 
memorial service in New York City. Clinton later acknowledged she was suffering from pneumonia.

But Brazile says the larger issue was that her campaign was “anemic” and had taken on “the odor of 
failure.”

Democratic National Committee Chairman Tom Perez tried to calm the rival factions Saturday with a 
statement on new procedures intended to make the next primary more fair.

Brazile writes that after considering a dozen combinations to replace Clinton and her running mate, 
Sen. Tim Kaine from Virginia, she settled on Biden and Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey as those with the 
best chance of defeating Trump.

Ultimately, the former DNC head says: “I thought of Hillary, and all the women in the country who were 
so proud of and excited about her. I could not do this to them.”

It was unclear whether Biden was willing to step into the race or even whether he discussed the idea 
with Brazile. A spokesman for the former vice president didn’t respond to a request for comment Saturday.

Brazile writes that on Sept. 12, 2016, the day after Clinton collapsed, Biden’s chief of staff called saying 
the vice president wanted to speak with her and that her thought at the time was “Gee, I wonder what 
he wanted to talk to me about?” The Post report gave no further details and it was unclear whether the 
book elaborates on this.

As for Brazile’s powers to determine the party’s candidate, she writes that as party chair she would 
oversee the process of replacing a nominee who became disabled.

In an excerpt published earlier by Politico, Brazile says she believed a joint fundraising agreement signed 
between Clinton and the DNC “looked unethical” and that she felt Clinton had too much influence on the 
party during a competitive Democratic primary with rival Bernie Sanders.

During the nomination process for the 2016 election Democrats argued among themselves over whether 
Clinton was being given an unfair advantage over Sanders, a Vermont independent who sought the party’s 
nomination with the backing of its more liberal members.
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On Saturday, Perez issued a statement saying he and the DNC leadership were committed to ensuring 

that the nomination process in 2020 will be “unquestionably fair and transparent.”
Among the reforms he said he developed after listening to Democrats across the party spectrum was 

ensuring that “no candidate participating in our presidential nominating process gains any unfair advantage 
— real or perceived — during our primary season.” He also said the debate schedule would be decided 
in advance rather than negotiated after all candidates had entered the race.

Perez also pledged to ensure that all joint fundraising agreements would be transparent, including the 
new Democratic Grassroots Victory Fund agreements developed with the 50 state parties.

Trump calls Japan ‘crucial ally’ as he kicks off Asia trip
By JONATHAN LEMIRE and JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

FUSSA, Japan (AP) — President Donald Trump praised Japan as a “crucial ally” and warned adversaries 
not to test America’s resolve Sunday as he opened a grueling and consequential first trip to Asia.

Trump landed at Yokota Air Base on the outskirts of Tokyo and was greeted by cheering service mem-
bers. Trump then donned a bomber jacket for a speech in which he touted American firepower and the 
U.S. alliance with Japan.

“Japan is a treasured partner and crucial ally of the United States and today we thank them for wel-
coming us and for decades of wonderful friendship between our two nations,” he said, speaking in front 
of an American flag inside an airplane hangar.

Trump was expected to spend much of his 12-day, five-country Asian tour exhorting allies and rivals 
to step up efforts to counter the dangers posed by North Korea, which continues to move forward with 
its nuclear weapons program. Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un have been engaged in an 
escalating war of words, with Trump repeatedly referring to Un as “Little Rocket Man” and threatening 
in a recent speech to “totally destroy” the nation, if necessary.

Even before he landed, Trump used the first moments of the trip to denounce the North as “a big 
problem” that must “be solved.”

“There’s been 25 years of total weakness, so we are taking a very much different approach” toward 
the North, he told reporters traveling with him.

During the speech, Trump did not mention North Korea by name, but warned of the consequences of 
crossing what he called the “most fearsome fighting force in the history of our world.”

“Together with our allies, America’s warriors are prepared to defend our nation using the full range of 
our unmatched capabilities. No one — no dictator, no regime and no nation — should underestimate, 
ever, American resolve,” Trump told the troops.

Some regional analysts have speculated that Trump’s presence in Asia may prompt North Korea to take 
provocative action, like another missile test.  Trump, when asked about that possibility aboard Air Force 
One, said “we’ll soon find out.”

After the speech, Trump flew by helicopter to the Kasumigaseki Country Club about 20 miles outside 
of Tokyo for lunch and a round of golf with Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Japanese golfer Hideki 
Matsuyama. An avid golfer, Trump said Matsuyama is “probably the greatest player in the history of Japan.”

Trump and Abe have struck up a personal friendship, forged through multiple meetings and telephone 
conversations, as well as on the greens of one of Trump’s Florida golf clubs and over intimate dinners at 
Trump’s Florida estate.

At the club, the leaders signed white caps inscribed with the phrase, “Donald and Shinzo: Make Alli-
ance Even Greater,” a tribute to the U.S.-Japan friendship and a play on Trump’s campaign slogan. On 
the menu: a hamburger made from U.S. beef.

The trip, which marks the longest Far East itinerary for a president in a generation, comes at a pre-
carious moment for Trump. Days ago, his former campaign chairman was indicted and another adviser 
pleaded guilty as part of an investigation into possible collusion between Trump’s 2016 campaign and 
Russian officials.
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The journey will also test Trump’s stamina. But the 71-year-old president assured reporters that he was 

up for the task. “It’s grueling, they tell me, but fortunately that’s historically not been a problem for me. 
One thing you people will say, that’s not been a problem,” he said.

The visit will be closely watched by Asian allies worried that Trump’s inward-looking “America First” 
agenda could cede power in the region to China. They also are rattled by his bellicose rhetoric toward 
North Korea. The North’s growing missile arsenal threatens several of the capitals Trump will visit.

The trip will also put Trump in face-to-face meetings with authoritarian leaders for whom he has ex-
pressed admiration. They include China’s Xi Jinping, whom Trump has likened to “a king,” and the Philip-
pines’ Rodrigo Duterte, who has sanctioned the extrajudicial killings of drug dealers.

Trump is also expected to have a second private audience with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the 
sidelines of a summit in Vietnam. Trump told reporters he “will want Putin’s help” in dealing with North 
Korea. They previously met during a summit in Europe this summer.

The White House has signaled that Trump will push American economic interests in the region, but the 
North Korea issue is expected to dominate the trip. One of Trump’s two major speeches will come before 
the National Assembly in Seoul. But fiery threats against the North could resonate differently than they 
do from the distance of Washington.

Trump will forgo a trip to the Demilitarized Zone, the stark border between North and South Korea. All 
U.S. presidents except one since Ronald Reagan have visited the DMZ in a sign of solidarity with Seoul. 
The White House contends that Trump’s commitment to South Korea is already crystal clear, as evidenced 
by his war of words with Kim and his threats to deliver “fire and fury” to North Korea if it does not stop 
threatening American allies.

The escalation of rhetoric, a departure from the conduct of past presidents, has undermined confidence 
in the U.S. as a stabilizing presence in Asia.

“There’s a danger if there is a lot of muscle flexing,” said Mike Chinoy, a senior fellow at the U.S.-China 
Institute at the University of Southern California. “Trump has been going right up to the edge and I 
wouldn’t rule out some sort of forceful North Korean reaction to Trump’s presence in the region,” he said.

The White House said Trump would be undeterred.
“The president will use whatever language he wants to use, obviously,” White House national security 

adviser H.R. McMaster told reporters before Trump departed Washington. “I don’t think the president 
really modulates his language, have you noticed?”

___
Colvin reported from Tokyo. Associated Press writers Ken Moritsugu and Mari Yamaguchi contributed 

to this report.
___
Follow Lemire on Twitter at http://twitter.com/@JonLemire and Colvin at http://twitter.com/@colvinj

Senior Saudi royal ousted, princes reportedly arrested
By ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI and AYA BATRAWY, Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Saudi Arabia’s King Salman removed a prominent prince who headed the 
National Guard, replaced the economy minister and announced the creation of a new anti-corruption 
committee.

The Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya news channel also reported late Saturday that 11 princes and dozens of 
former ministers were detained in a new anti-corruption probe headed by the kingdom’s powerful Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who was named to oversee the new committee.

Al-Arabiya reported that the committee is looking into devastating and deadly floods that overwhelmed 
parts of the city of Jiddah in 2009 and is investigating the Saudi government’s response to the Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) virus that has killed several hundred people in the past few years.

Meanwhile, the kingdom’s top council of clerics issued a statement saying it is an Islamic duty to fight 
corruption— essentially giving religious backing to the high-level arrests being reported.
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The government said the anti-corruption committee has the right to issue arrest warrants, impose travel 

restrictions and freeze bank accounts. It can also trace funds, prevent the transfer of funds or the liquida-
tion of assets and take other precautionary measures until cases are referred to the judiciary.

The royal order said the committee was established “due to the propensity of some people for abuse, 
putting their personal interest above public interest, and stealing public funds.”

Saudi nationals have long complained of rampant corruption in government and of public funds being 
squandered or misused by people in power.

The 32-year-old crown prince has been seeking to attract greater international investments and improve 
the country’s reputation as a place to do business. It’s part of a larger effort to diversify the economy 
away from dependence on oil revenue.

The king ousted one of the country’s highest-level royals from power, removing Prince Miteb bin Abdul-
lah as head of the National Guard. He was replaced by Prince Khalid bin Ayyaf al-Muqrin, who had held 
a senior post with the guard.

Prince Miteb’s father was the late King Abdullah, who also had led the National Guard and had trans-
formed it into a powerful and prestigious force tasked with protecting the ruling Al Saud family, as well 
as important holy sites in Mecca and Medina, and oil and gas sites.

Prince Miteb was once considered a contender for the throne. His ouster as head of the National Guard 
essentially sidelines one of the most formidable rivals to the current crown prince, who has amassed 
enormous power in less than three years since his father, King Salman, ascended to the throne.

It comes just three months after Prince Mohammed bin Nayef was ousted from the line of succession 
and from his post as interior minister, overseeing internal security.

With the two princes now sidelined, control of the kingdom’s security apparatus is now largely central-
ized under Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who is also defense minister.

The monarch also replaced Minister of Economy and Planning Adel Fakeih with his deputy, Mohammad 
al-Tuwaijri.

Admiral Abdullah Al-Sultan was also sacked as commander of Saudi Naval Forces and replaced by Ad-
miral Fahd bin Abdullah Al-Ghifaili.

___
Batrawy reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Saudi Arabia intercepts missile targeting main airport
By ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI and AYA BATRAWY, Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Saudi Arabia said its forces intercepted a ballistic missile fired Saturday 
by rebels in from Yemen toward one of the kingdom’s major international airports on the outskirts of the 
capital, Riyadh.

The missile fire drew an immediate rebuke from President Donald Trump, who blamed Iran in part for 
the attack.

The missile was fired across Saudi Arabia’s southern border by Yemen’s Shiite Houthi rebels, according 
to several Houthi-owned media outlets, including Al-Masirah and SABA. The rebels are at war with the 
kingdom.

Saudi Arabia said the missile was shot down by its air defense forces, with fragments of the missile 
landing in an uninhabited area north of the capital. Saudi Arabia’s Civil Aviation Authority said the missile 
did not cause any damage to King Khalid International Airport and that flights were not disrupted.

This is the first time that a Houthi missile has come so close to a heavily populated area, and it appears 
to be the farthest that such a missile has reached inside Saudi Arabia. Riyadh is around 620 miles (1,000 
kilometers) north of the border with Yemen.

A Saudi military spokesman condemned the attack in a statement, saying the missile was fired “indis-
criminately” toward a populated civilian area.

Saudi military forces have intercepted missiles fired by Houthis several times since March 2015, when 
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a Saudi-led coalition launched a war against the rebels and their allies after they captured northern Ye-
men and ousted the Saudi-backed president from power.  The kingdom has also imposed an air and sea 
blockade on Yemen.

The stalemated war has killed more than 10,000 civilians and displaced 3 million others, pushing the 
Arab world’s poorest country to the brink of famine.

Saudi Arabia accuses its rival, Shiite power Iran, of training and helping arm the rebels. Iran denies that 
it has provided material support, though it acknowledges its political support of the Houthis.

The U.S., which is one of the kingdom’s most important military suppliers, has backed the Saudi-led coali-
tion with logistical support. Responding to the attack, Trump immediately put some of the blame on Iran.

“A shot was just taken by Iran, in my opinion, at Saudi Arabia. And our system knocked it down,” Trump 
said, referring to the Patriot missile batteries Saudi Arabia has purchased from the U.S. “That’s how good 
we are. Nobody makes what we make and now we’re selling it all over the world.”

Iranian state media and officials did not immediately comment early Sunday on Trump’s remarks.
News outlet Al-Masirah said the missile launched Saturday evening was made in Yemen and was the 

third to be fired toward Riyadh this year. It reported the rebels saying the missile was fired in response 
to “Saudi-American aggression and crimes against the people of Yemen.”

Earlier this week, a suspected airstrike by the Saudi-led coalition killed at least 29 people, including 
children, in northern Yemen.

___
Batrawy reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writer Jonathan Lemire aboard 

Air Force One contributed to this report.

Police: Sen. Paul suffers minor injury in assault at home
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP) — A man has been arrested and charged with assaulting and injuring U.S. 

Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky, authorities said Saturday.
Kentucky State Police said in a news release that Paul suffered a minor injury when 59-year-old Rene 

Boucher assaulted him at his Warren County home on Friday afternoon.
The release did not provide details of the assault or the nature of Paul’s injury. In a statement, Paul 

spokeswoman Kelsey Cooper said the Republican senator is “fine.” The statement said Paul was “blind-
sided” by the assault but she did not provide further details.

Boucher, of Bowling Green, is charged with fourth-degree assault with a minor injury, a misdemeanor. 
He is being held at Warren County’s jail on $5,000 bond. An automated phone system at the jail did not 
provide access to lawyer information for Boucher.

Kentucky State Police Master Trooper Jeremy Hodges said he could not release details of the assault 
because of security issues. Hodges did say that Boucher is an acquaintance of Paul, an ophthalmologist 
who was elected to the Senate in 2010. It was not immediately clear how they knew each other.

Hodges said Boucher would have faced more serious charges if had he used a weapon or if Paul had 
been injured seriously.

“If he was using any type of a dangerous instrument, then it would have been a felony charge,” Hodges 
said by telephone Saturday.

Inside story: How Russians hacked the Democrats’ emails
By RAPHAEL SATTER, JEFF DONN and CHAD DAY, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — It was just before noon in Moscow on March 10, 2016, when the first volley of 
malicious messages hit the Hillary Clinton campaign.

The first 29 phishing emails were almost all misfires. Addressed to people who worked for Clinton dur-
ing her first presidential run, the messages bounced back untouched.

Except one.
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Within nine days, some of the campaign’s most consequential secrets would be in the hackers’ hands, 

part of a massive operation aimed at vacuuming up millions of messages from thousands of inboxes 
across the world.

An Associated Press investigation into the digital break-ins that disrupted the U.S. presidential contest has 
sketched out an anatomy of the hack that led to months of damaging disclosures about the Democratic 
Party’s nominee. It wasn’t just a few aides that the hackers went after; it was an all-out blitz across the 
Democratic Party. They tried to compromise Clinton’s inner circle and more than 130 party employees, 
supporters and contractors.

While U.S. intelligence agencies have concluded that Russia was behind the email thefts, the AP drew 
on forensic data to report Thursday that the hackers known as Fancy Bear were closely aligned with the 
interests of the Russian government.

The AP’s reconstruction— based on a database of 19,000 malicious links recently shared by cybersecurity 
firm Secureworks — shows how the hackers worked their way around the Clinton campaign’s top-of-the-
line digital security to steal chairman John Podesta’s emails in March 2016.

It also helps explain how a Russian-linked intermediary could boast to a Trump policy adviser, a month 
later, that the Kremlin had “thousands of emails” worth of dirt on Clinton.

____
PHISHING FOR VICTIMS
The rogue messages that first flew across the internet March 10 were dressed up to look like they came 

from Google, the company that provided the Clinton campaign’s email infrastructure. The messages urged 
users to boost their security or change their passwords while in fact steering them toward decoy websites 
designed to collect their credentials.

One of the first people targeted was Rahul Sreenivasan, who had worked as a Clinton organizer in Texas 
in 2008 — his first paid job in politics. Sreenivasan, now a legislative staffer in Austin, was dumbfounded 
when told by the AP that hackers had tried to break into his 2008 email — an address he said had been 
dead for nearly a decade.

“They probably crawled the internet for this stuff,” he said.
Almost everyone else targeted in the initial wave was, like Sreenivasan, a 2008 staffer whose defunct 

email address had somehow lingered online.
But one email made its way to the account of another staffer who’d worked for Clinton in 2008 and 

joined again in 2016, the AP found. It’s possible the hackers broke in and stole her contacts; the data 
shows the phishing links sent to her were clicked several times.

Secureworks’ data reveals when phishing links were created and indicates whether they were clicked. 
But it doesn’t show whether people entered their passwords.

Within hours of a second volley emailed March 11, the hackers hit pay dirt. All of a sudden, they were 
sending links aimed at senior Clinton officials’ nonpublic 2016 addresses, including those belonging to 
longtime Clinton aide Robert Russo and campaign chairman John Podesta.

The Clinton campaign was no easy target; several former employees said the organization put particular 
stress on digital safety.

Work emails were protected by two-factor authentication, a technique that uses a second passcode to 
keep accounts secure. Most messages were deleted after 30 days and staff went through phishing drills. 
Security awareness even followed the campaigners into the bathroom, where someone put a picture of 
a toothbrush under the words: “You shouldn’t share your passwords either.”

Two-factor authentication may have slowed the hackers, but it didn’t stop them. After repeated at-
tempts to break into various staffers’ hillaryclinton.com accounts, the hackers turned to the personal Gmail 
addresses. It was there on March 19 that they targeted top Clinton lieutenants — including campaign 
manager Robby Mook, senior adviser Jake Sullivan and political fixer Philippe Reines.

A malicious link was generated for Podesta at 11:28 a.m. Moscow time, the AP found. Documents sub-
sequently published by WikiLeaks show that the rogue email arrived in his inbox six minutes later. The 
link was clicked twice.
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Podesta’s messages — at least 50,000 of them — were in the hackers’ hands.
___
A SERIOUS BREACH
Though the heart of the campaign was now compromised, the hacking efforts continued. Three new 

volleys of malicious messages were generated on the 22nd, 23rd and 25th of March, targeting commu-
nications director Jennifer Palmieri and Clinton confidante Huma Abedin, among others.

The torrent of phishing emails caught the attention of the FBI, which had spent the previous six months 
urging the Democratic National Committee in Washington to raise its shield against suspected Russian 
hacking. In late March, FBI agents paid a visit to Clinton’s Brooklyn headquarters, where they were re-
ceived warily, given the agency’s investigation into the candidate’s use of a private email server while 
secretary of state.

The phishing messages also caught the attention of Secureworks, a subsidiary of Dell Technologies, 
which had been following Fancy Bear, whom Secureworks codenamed Iron Twilight.

Fancy Bear had made a critical mistake.
It fumbled a setting in the Bitly link-shortening service that it was using to sneak its emails past Google’s 

spam filter. The blunder exposed whom they were targeting.
It was late March when Secureworks discovered the hackers were going after Democrats.
“As soon as we started seeing some of those hillaryclinton.com email addresses coming through, the 

DNC email addresses, we realized it’s going to be an interesting twist to this,” said Rafe Pilling, a senior 
security researcher with Secureworks.

By early April Fancy Bear was getting increasingly aggressive, the AP found. More than 60 bogus emails 
were prepared for Clinton campaign and DNC staffers on April 6 alone, and the hackers began hunting 
for Democrats beyond New York and Washington, targeting the digital communications director for Penn-
sylvania Gov. Tom Wolf and a deputy director in the office of Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel.

The group’s hackers seemed particularly interested in Democratic officials working on voter registration 
issues: Pratt Wiley, the DNC’s then-director of voter protection, had been targeted as far back as October 
2015 and the hackers tried to pry open his inbox as many as 15 times over six months.

Employees at several organizations connected to the Democrats were targeted, including the Clinton 
Foundation, the Center for American Progress, technology provider NGP VAN, campaign strategy firm 270 
Strategies, and partisan news outlet Shareblue Media.

As the hacking intensified, other elements swung into place. On April 12, 2016, someone paid $37 
worth of bitcoin to the Romanian web hosting company THCServers.com , to reserve a website called 
Electionleaks.com, according to transaction records obtained by AP. A botched registration meant the site 
never got off the ground, but the records show THC received a nearly identical payment a week later to 
create DCLeaks.com.

By the second half of April, the DNC’s senior leadership was beginning to realize something was amiss. 
One DNC consultant, Alexandra Chalupa, received an April 20 warning from Yahoo saying her account was 
under threat from state-sponsored hackers, according to a screengrab she circulated among colleagues.

The Trump campaign had gotten a whiff of Clinton email hacking, too. According to recently unsealed 
court documents, former Trump foreign policy adviser George Papadopoulos said that it was at an April 
26 meeting at a London hotel that he was told by a professor closely connected to the Russian govern-
ment that the Kremlin had obtained compromising information about Clinton.

“They have dirt on her,” Papadopoulos said he was told. “They have thousands of emails.”
A few days later, Amy Dacey, then the DNC chief executive, got an urgent call.
There’d been a serious breach at the DNC.
___
‘DON’T EVEN TALK TO YOUR DOG ABOUT IT’
It was 4 p.m. on Friday June 10 when some 100 staffers filed into the Democratic National Committee’s 

main conference room for a mandatory, all-hands meeting.
“What I am about to tell you cannot leave this room,” DNC chief operating officer Lindsey Reynolds told 
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the assembled crowd, according to two people there at the time.

Everyone needed to turn in their laptops immediately; there would be no last-minute emails; no down-
loading documents and no exceptions. Reynolds insisted on total secrecy.

“Don’t even talk to your dog about it,” she was quoted as saying.
Reynolds didn’t return messages seeking comment.
Two days later, as the cybersecurity firm that was brought in to clean out the DNC’s computers finished 

its work, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange told a British Sunday television show that emails related to 
Clinton were “pending publication.”

“WikiLeaks has a very good year ahead,” he said.
On Tuesday, June 14, the Democrats went public with the allegation that their computers had been 

compromised by Russian state-backed hackers, including Fancy Bear.
Shortly after noon the next day, William Bastone, the editor-in-chief of investigative news site The Smok-

ing Gun, got an email bearing a small cache of documents marked “CONFIDENTIAL.”
“Hi,” the message said. “This is Guccifer 2.0 and this is me who hacked Democratic National Committee.”
___
‘CAN IT INFLUENCE THE ELECTION?’
Guccifer 2.0 acted as a kind of master of ceremonies during the summer of leaks, proclaiming that 

the DNC’s stolen documents were in WikiLeaks’ hands, publishing a selection of the material himself and 
constantly chatting up journalists over Twitter in a bid to keep the story in the press.

He appeared particularly excited to hear on June 24 that his leaks had sparked a lawsuit against the 
DNC by disgruntled supporters of Clinton rival Bernie Sanders.

“Can it influence the election in any how?” he asked a journalist with Russia’s Sputnik News, in uneven 
English.

Later that month Guccifer 2.0 began directing reporters to the newly launched DCLeaks site, which was 
also dribbling out stolen material on Democrats. When WikiLeaks joined the fray on July 22 with its own 
disclosures the leaks metastasized into a crisis, triggering intraparty feuding that forced the resignation 
of the DNC’s chairwoman and drew angry protests at the Democratic National Convention.

Guccifer 2.0, WikiLeaks and DCLeaks ultimately published more than 150,000 emails stolen from more 
than a dozen Democrats, according to an AP count.

The AP has since found that each of one of those Democrats had previously been targeted by Fancy 
Bear, either at their personal Gmail addresses or via the DNC, a finding established by running targets’ 
emails against the Secureworks’ list.

All three leak-branded sites have distanced themselves from Moscow. DCLeaks claimed to be run by 
American hacktivists. WikiLeaks said Russia wasn’t its source. Guccifer 2.0 claimed to be Romanian.

But there were signs of dishonesty from the start. The first document Guccifer 2.0 published on June 
15 came not from the DNC as advertised but from Podesta’s inbox , according to a former DNC official 
who spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the press.

The official said the word “CONFIDENTIAL” was not in the original document .
Guccifer 2.0 had airbrushed it to catch reporters’ attention.
___
‘PLEASE GOD, DON’T LET IT BE ME’
To hear the defeated candidate tell it, there’s no doubt the leaks helped swing the election.
“Even if Russian interference made only a marginal difference,” Clinton told an audience at a recent 

speech at Stanford University, “this election was won at the margins, in the Electoral College.”
It’s clear Clinton’s campaign was profoundly destabilized by the sudden exposures that regularly radi-

ated from every hacked inbox. It wasn’t just her arch-sounding speeches to Wall Street executives or the 
exposure of political machinations but also the brutal stripping of so many staffers’ privacy.

“It felt like your friend had just been robbed, but it wasn’t just one friend, it was all your friends at the 
same time by the same criminal,” said Jesse Ferguson, a former Clinton spokesman.

An atmosphere of dread settled over the Democrats as the disclosures continued.
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One staffer described walking through the DNC’s office in Washington to find employees scrolling through 

articles about Putin and Russia. Another said she began looking over her shoulder when returning from 
Clinton headquarters in Brooklyn after sundown. Some feared they were being watched; a car break-in, 
a strange woman found lurking in a backyard late at night and even a snake spotted on the grounds of 
the DNC all fed an undercurrent of fear.

Even those who hadn’t worked at Democratic organizations for years were anxious. Brent Kimmel, a 
former technologist at the DNC, remembers watching the leaks stream out and thinking: “Please God, 
don’t let it be me.”

___
‘MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN’
On Oct. 7, it was Podesta.
The day began badly, with Hillary Clinton’s phone buzzing with crank messages after its number was 

exposed in a leak from the day before. The number had to be changed immediately; a former campaign 
official said that Abedin, Clinton’s confidante, had to call staffers one at a time with Clinton’s new contact 
information because no one dared put it in an email.

The same afternoon, just as the American electorate was digesting a lewd audio tape of Trump boasting 
about sexually assaulting women, WikiLeaks began publishing the emails stolen from Podesta.

The publications sparked a media stampede as they were doled out one batch at a time, with many news 
organizations tasking reporters with scrolling through the thousands of emails being released in tranches. 
At the AP alone, as many as 30 journalists were assigned, at various times, to go through the material.

Guccifer 2.0 told one reporter he was thrilled that WikiLeaks had finally followed through.
“Together with Assange we’ll make america great again,” he wrote.
___
Donn reported from Plymouth, Massachusetts. Desmond Butler, Ted Bridis, Julie Pace and Ken Thomas 

in Washington, Justin Myers in Chicago, Frank Bajak in Houston, Lori Hinnant in Paris, Maggie Michael in 
Cairo, Erika Kinetz in Shanghai and Vadim Ghirda in Bucharest, Romania contributed to this report.

___
Editor’s Note: Satter’s father, David Satter, is an author and Russia specialist who has been critical of 

the Russian government. Several of his emails were published last year by hackers and his address is on 
Secureworks’ list.

___
Previously in this series: http://apne.ws/b8By82B

Lebanese premier resigns, plunging nation into uncertainty
By ZEINA KARAM, Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanese prime minister Saad Hariri resigned from his post in a televised address from 
the Saudi capital Saturday, accusing Hezbollah of taking the country hostage, in a surprise move that 
plunged the nation into uncertainty amid heightened regional tensions.

In his resignation speech, Hariri fired a vicious tirade against Iran and its Lebanese proxy Hezbollah group 
for what he said was their meddling in Arab affairs and said that “Iran’s arms in the region will be cut off.”

“The evil that Iran spreads in the region will backfire on it,” Hariri said, accusing Tehran of spreading 
chaos, strife and destruction throughout the region.

Hariri was appointed prime minister in late 2016 and headed a 30-member coalition government that 
included members of the Shiite militant Hezbollah. But it’s been an uneasy partnership between Hariri, 
who heads a Sunni-led camp loyal to Saudi Arabia, and Hezbollah, which represents a camp loyal to Shiite 
Iran. President Michel Aoun, who was elected in October 2016 after more than a two-year presidential 
vacuum, is a close ally of Hezbollah.

As U.S. and Saudi Arabia sought ways to curb Iran’s growing influence in the region, Hariri has come 
under pressure to distance himself from the militant group which has sent thousands of troops to neigh-
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boring Syria to shore up President Bashar Assad’s forces.

It was not immediately clear whether Hariri intended to return to Lebanon. In a statement, the presi-
dential office said Aoun was informed by Hariri in a phone call of his resignation, adding that the president 
now awaits Hariri’s return to clarify the circumstances of his resignation and proceed accordingly.

Hariri’s bombshell resignation — even close aides seemed unaware of the announcement — ushers in 
a stage of deep uncertainty and potential instability. It also throws into doubt parliamentary elections 
slated for early next year which have been repeatedly delayed.

It comes amid a sharp escalation in Saudi rhetoric against its regional archrival Iran and puts Lebanon 
at the center of that rivalry.

Hazem al-Amin, a Lebanese writer who follows regional affairs, said Hariri’s resignation is “completely 
a Saudi step” that comes in the context of an international and regional atmosphere against Hezbollah 
and against Iranian influence in the region.

“Lebanon is a fragile country. This confrontation (between Saudi Arabia and Iran) is more violent than 
Lebanon can stand up to,” he said, warning of economic and security ramifications.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Bahram Ghasemi said the resignation is a plot by the U.S., Israel and 
the Saudis to foment tensions in Lebanon and the region, the semi-official Iranian Tasnim news agency 
reported.

Ghasemi dismissed Hariri’s “baseless accusations,” which he said indicate that “a new scenario” for the 
region was being drawn.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Hariri’s resignation and comments “are a wake-up call 
to the international community to take action against the Iranian aggression that is trying to turn Syria 
into Lebanon 2.”

“This aggression endangers not only Israel but the entire Middle East. The international community 
needs to come together and stand against this aggression,” he said.

Hariri’s resignation was unprecedented in the way it was announced, in a televised address from an 
undisclosed location in Riyadh. In his speech, Hariri suggested he feared for his life and said the climate 
in the country is similar to the one that existed before his father, the late prime minister Rafik Hariri, was 
assassinated in 2005.

Several Hezbollah members are being tried in absentia for the killing by a U.N.-backed tribunal in The 
Hague, Netherlands. Hezbollah denies any involvement.

Hariri said Hezbollah’s policies have put Lebanon “in the eye of the storm.” His attacks on Hezbollah come 
on the heels of new U.S. sanctions on the group that many fear will impact negatively on the Lebanese 
economy. Hariri has frequently called on the group to withdraw its fighters from Syria.

“I declare my resignation from the premiership of the Lebanese government, with the certainty that 
the will of the Lebanese is strong,” Hariri said.

“When I took office, I promised you that I would seek to unite the Lebanese and end political division... 
But unfortunately, this pushed Iran and its allies to more interference in our internal affairs,” he said.

In Beirut’s Tarik al-Jadideh neighborhood, a predominantly Sunni neighborhood supportive of Hariri, 
residents described the shock resignation as a positive step.

“Prime Minister Hariri has reached the stage where he is not able anymore to bear the pressure on 
Lebanon by Arab nations, due to the intervention of Iran,” said Mohyeddine Awwad, sitting in a cafe 
where posters of Hariri hung.

Earlier this week, Saudi State Minister for Gulf Affairs Thamer al-Sabhan sharply criticized Hezbollah, 
calling for its “toppling” and promising “astonishing developments” in the coming days during an interview 
with the Lebanese TV station MTV.

Al-Sabhan met with Hariri in Saudi Arabia when the now resigned prime minister was visiting earlier this 
week. Hariri abruptly returned to the kingdom again on Friday after a meeting in Beirut with Ali-Akbar 
Velayati, foreign adviser to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader.

In tweets after meeting Hariri, al-Sabhan criticized the Lebanese government for tolerating Hezbollah’s 
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criticism of the kingdom.

Maha Yahya, director of the Beirut-based Carnegie Middle East, said that with the Syrian war calming 
down, Hariri’s move could be a message from Saudi Arabia to Iran that it “can’t have it all.”

“So Lebanon is back on the table as a stage for the next tug of war,” she said.
___
Associated Press writer Sarah El Deeb in Beirut, Nasser Kariri in Tehran and Aron Heller in Jerusalem 

contributed to this report.

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Sunday, Nov. 5, the 309th day of 2017. There are 56 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Nov. 5, 1942, American showman and songwriter George M. Cohan died in New York at age 64.
On this date:
In 1605, the “Gunpowder Plot” failed as Guy Fawkes was seized before he could blow up the English 

Parliament.
In 1872, suffragist Susan B. Anthony defied the law by attempting to cast a vote for President Ulysses 

S. Grant. (Anthony was convicted by a judge and fined $100, but she never paid the penalty.)
In 1912, Democrat Woodrow Wilson was elected president, defeating Progressive Party candidate 

Theodore Roosevelt, incumbent Republican William Howard Taft and Socialist Eugene V. Debs.
In 1916, a dockside confrontation in Everett, Washington, between members of the Industrial Workers 

of the World and citizen-deputies erupted into gunfire that left at least five “Wobblies” and two deputies 
dead.

In 1935, Parker Brothers began marketing the board game “Monopoly.”
In 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt won an unprecedented third term in office as he defeated 

Republican challenger Wendell L. Willkie.
In 1956, Britain and France started landing forces in Egypt during fighting between Egyptian and Israeli 

forces around the Suez Canal. (A cease-fire was declared two days later.)
In 1968, Republican Richard M. Nixon won the presidency, defeating Democratic Vice President Hubert 

H. Humphrey and American Independent candidate George C. Wallace.
In 1974, Democrat Ella T. Grasso was elected governor of Connecticut, becoming the first woman to 

win a gubernatorial office without succeeding her husband.
In 1985, Spencer W. Kimball, president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, died at age 

90; he was succeeded by Ezra Taft Benson.
In 1994, former President Ronald Reagan disclosed he had Alzheimer’s disease.
In 2009, a shooting rampage at the Fort Hood Army post in Texas left 13 people dead; Maj. Nidal Hasan, 

an Army psychiatrist, was later convicted of murder and sentenced to death.
Ten years ago: Hollywood writers began a three-month strike, forcing late-night talk shows to imme-

diately start airing reruns. Police in major Pakistani cities fired tear gas and clubbed lawyers protesting 
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s emergency rule. Joe Torre was introduced as the new manager of the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, less than three weeks after walking away from the New York Yankees.

Five years ago: On the eve of the presidential election, President Barack Obama and Republican chal-
lenger Mitt Romney held rallies seven miles apart in Columbus, Ohio. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled a 
South Carolina sheriff’s office could be held liable for attorneys’ fees for stopping abortion protesters who 
wanted to hold up signs showing aborted fetuses.

One year ago: Republican Donald Trump vowed to press into Democratic strongholds over the campaign’s 
final days as Hillary Clinton looked to an army of A-list celebrities and politicos to defend her narrowing 
path to the presidency. Arrogate overhauled pacesetter California Chrome in the final 100 yards in an 
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upset half-length victory in the $6 million Breeders’ Cup Classic.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Chris Robinson is 79. Actress Elke Sommer is 77. Singer Art Garfunkel is 76. 
Singer Peter Noone is 70. TV personality Kris Jenner is 62. Actor Nestor Serrano is 62. Actress-comedian 
Mo Gaffney is 59. Actor Robert Patrick is 59. Singer Bryan Adams is 58. Actress Tilda Swinton is 57. Ac-
tor Michael Gaston is 55. Actress Tatum O’Neal is 54. Actress Andrea McArdle is 54. Rock singer Angelo 
Moore (Fishbone) is 52. Actress Judy Reyes is 50. Actor Seth Gilliam is 49. Rock musician Mark Hunter 
(James) is 49. Actor Sam Rockwell is 49. Country singers Heather and Jennifer Kinley (The Kinleys) are 
47. Actor Corin Nemec is 46. Rock musician Jonny (cq) Greenwood (Radiohead) is 46. Country singer-
musician Ryan Adams is 43. Actor Sebastian Arcelus is 41. Actor Sam Page is 41. Actor Luke Hemsworth 
is 37. Actor Jeremy Lelliott is 35. Actress Annet Mahendru (MAH’-hehn-droo) is 32. Rock musician Kevin 
Jonas (The Jonas Brothers) is 30. Actor Landon Gimenez is 14.

Thought for Today: “Good taste is better than bad taste, but bad taste is better than no taste at all.” 
— Arnold Bennett, English poet, author and critic (1867-1931).

(Above Advance for Use Sunday, Nov. 5)
Copyright 2017, The Associated Press. All rights reserved.


