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Erickson, Sims to receive 
Governor’s Award

Two Grotonnites will receive a Governor’s Award in October.
Groton Area’s Meri Erickson and former Grotonnite Koni Sims, daughter of 

Chuck and LaVonne Raap, Groton, will be recognized by the Governor for 
their contributions to the rehabilitation and employment of South Dakotans 
with disabilities at the 2017 Governor’s Awards ceremony on Oct. 3.

The event will be held the Ramkota Hotel ballroom located at 920 W. Sioux 
Ave. in Pierre starting at 12:30p.m. CDT. 

 Gov. Daugaard will present awards to the following 2017 recipients:
· Koni Sims of Sioux Falls - Outstanding Citizen with a Disability
· Tami Francis of Sioux Falls - Outstanding Employee with a Disability
· Pizza Ranch of Spearfish - Outstanding Private Employer (Small Employer)
· Country Fair Food Store of Mitchell - Outstanding Private Employer 

(Large Employer)
· Meri Erickson of Groton - Outstanding Transition Services Award
· Yankton Area Mental Wellness, Inc. of Yankton - Distinguished Service 

Award
The Governor’s Awards ceremony is co-sponsored by the Board of Voca-

tional Rehabilitation, Board of Service to the Blind and Visually Impaired, 
the Statewide Independent Living Council, and DHS.

Meri
Erickson

Koni Raap
Sims

There were about 25 dogs that were brought to the Groton 
Pool on Sunday for the season finale of the pool season. 

Groton Area Elementary 
Homecoming Dress-up 

Days
Week of Sept. 18, 2017

Monday: College day (support your local or 
favorite college)

Tuesday: Jersey day (wear your favorite 
jersey)

Wednesday: Wild, wacky hair day
Thursday: Class Color day
(K- Black; 1st- Orange; 2nd- Yellow; 3rd- Red; 

4th- Blue; 5th Pink; Staff- Brown)
Friday: Spirit day- Show your Groton Tiger 

pride! Wear black and gold. 
 
Please make sure all dress-up clothing is 

GHS Homecoming Candidates
Groton Area High School homecoming coronation will be held Monday, Septem-

ber 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Candidates are, back from left,  Marshall Lane, Jackson Oliver, Luke Thorson, 

Seric Shabazz, and Brandon Keith.
Front from left, Alex Stange, Harleigh Stange, Jessica Bjerke, Hannah Lewan-

dowski, and Gia Gengerke.

Theme: "Superheroes"

MS/HS Homecoming 
Dress-up Days

Monday- "Nerd Day"
Tuesday- "Toga Day"
Wednesday- "Hawaiian/Tacky Tourist Day"
Thursday- Color Day
 Seniors- Black
 Juniors- White
 Sophomores- Red
 Freshman- Blue
 8th- Purple
 7th- Grey
 6th- Gold/Yellow
Friday- Black and Gold Day/ Groton Tiger 

Spirit Day

Dobberpuhl nominated 
for Spirit of Dakota

Eleven outstanding women have been nomi-
nated by their communities to be honored at 
the Spirit of Dakota’s 31st Anniversary Celebra-
tion and Award  Banquet in Huron. They are 
Betty Belkham, Flandreau; Vivian Dobberpuhl, 
Conde; Genie M Ellis, Black Hawk; Rita Fraune, 
Hot Springs; Esther Eckmann Gilchrist, Hitch-
cock; Bernice Guy, Sisseton; Ashley Kingdon-
Reese, Huron; Avis Little Eagle, McLaughlin; 
Ruth Neuberger, Canistota; Susan Fejfar 
Shrader, Tabor; Jean Wilkinson, DeSmet.

South Dakota’s premier woman’s award will be presented Saturday 
October 7th   at the Huron Event Center.

The winner will be chosen by a state-wide commission of First Lady 
Linda Daugaard, Pierre; Tona Rozum, Chair, Mitchell; Glenna Fouberg, 
Aberdeen; Julie Garreau, Eagle Butte; Jean Hunhoff, Yankton; Suzette 
Kirby, Sioux Falls; Marsha Sumpter, Kadoka; Ginger Thomson, Brook-
ings; Judy Trzynka, Watertown; and Bev Wright, Turton.

The award is given to a woman who has demonstrated vision, 
courage and strength of character in the development of her family, 
community and/or state.

All eleven women will be given distinguished recognition through-
out the many activities planned including Tea in the Afternoon in the 
country home of Rodney & Beckie Freeman, an art show open to the 
public in the lobby of the Huron Event Center from 4 to 7 pm, a 5:30 
social, and 6:30 banquet.

The winner receives an individually created framed bronze oval with 
the pioneer woman sculpted by Dale Lamphere and modeled after his 
nine foot sculpture that stands outside the Crossroads Hotel. 



Midwest Masonry & Concrete Pumping
Greg Heilman, owner

405 E 1st Ave., Groton 
Greg: 253/929-9137
Mike: 605/492-7041

midwestmasonry1@yahoo.com

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Olde
Bank
Floral 

@

101 N. Main St., Groton ~ 397-8650 
www.oldebankfloral.com

Fresh 
flowers, 

silks, 
home 
decor & so much 

more
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Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337
104 N. Main, Groton

Tiger defense stops PAT conversion 
to beat Beresford by 1 point

A penalty nearly cost Groton Area the game, but the defense had a goal line stand to stop 
the two-point conversion as the Tigers defeated Beresford, 15-14.

Groton Area had Beresford pinned deep in Watchdog territory. It would have been fourth 
down and eight yards from the Watchdog eight yard line, but a 15-yard penalty and an auto-
matic first down breathed new life into the Beresford drive.  The Watchdogs would march all 
the way down the field and score with 1:51 left in the game to make it 15-14. Beresford would 
use two time-outs before attempting the two-point conversion. The Tiger defense held and 
the score stood. “We got lucky on that drive,” said Coach Shaun Wanner. “We had two big 
penalties on that drive. Kudos to our defensive line for making the stop on the conversion. 
Seric Shabazz got the tackle right before the goal line.”

Beresford then had an on-side kick with the ball going into Marshall Lane’s hands, but he 
was hit hard after the hit and the ball popped out, going in and out of the hands of Darien 
Shabazz before Brandon Keith came up with the save. That hard hit to Lane prompted Coach 
Shaun Wanner to take the field as the rules had changed on the on-side kick and he was not 
happy. “Marshall was trying to catch the ball and the kid came leading into him with his hel-
met,” Wanner said. “That’s called spearing and the rules stated that you can’t make contact 
with your helmet or shoulder pads - all you can do is push. I’m sure the kids didn’t mean it 
initially, but I’m all for the safety of the kids. That’s why the rule was put in place.”  The other 
penalty came when Beresford had a long pass. Wanner said, “If you both go up in the air and 
come down with the ball, it always goes to the offense and someone said something they 
were not suppose to say and we got zapped with a penalty.” 

Groton could not get a first down and Beresford had the ball with 7.8 seconds left in the 
game. Beresford would throw two hail marys down the field but the attempts failed and Gro-
ton won the game, 15-14.

The game was carried live on GDILIVE.COM, sponsored by Groton Ford, Blocker Construction, 
Grain Solutions with Jesse Zak, Allied Climate Professionals with Kevin Nehls, Olson Develop-
ment, Doug Abeln Seed Company, Bahr Spray Foam and Construction, Erickson Insurance 
Agency, James Valley Seed with Doug Jorgensen, Hanlon Brothers of Verdon and Groton, 
John Sieh Agency, Northern Plains Psychological Associates with Franne Sippel, Mike-N-Jos 
Body-N-Glass and Milbrandt Enterprises, Inc. Make sure you tell these sponsors “thank you” 
and that you patronize them as well!

Groton would fumble on its first possession on the Beresford nine-yard line. Two plays 
later, Beresford would fumble the ball and Brandyn Anderson would recover the ball on the 
Beresford nine-yard line. Three plays later, Seric Shabazz would score on a nine-yard pass 
from Marshall Lane with 1:44 left in the first quarter. Hunter Schaller would kick the PAT and 
Groton took a 7-0 lead.

Beresford would score on a 91-yard drive that took nine plays as Carter Kennedy would score 
on a one-yard run. Hunter Borah would run in the PAT and Beresford would take an 8-7 lead.

In the third quarter, Groton use 11 plays on 89 yards before Lucas Hinman would score on 
an three-yard run. Lane would connect with Brandon Keith for the PAT and Groton recaptured 
the lead, 15-8.

“It was an exciting game,” Wanner said. “We still have to work on reducing our penalties. 
Jackson (Oliver) had a nice long run that got called back because of a holding far away from 
the ball, but a holding is still a holding.”

Groton Area will be hosting Chamberlain on Friday and Wanner said, “They (Chamberlain) 
lost to Canton and beat Wagner and St. Francis. They’re a big team and they have a good 
quarterback who passed for 17,00 yards last year. We are getting better as the season pro-
gresses and we’re finding ways to win.”

First Down: Groton 12, Beresford 13
Rushing: Groton: 33-130 (Marshall Lane 15-61; Lucas Hinman 13-32, 1 TD; Brandon Keith 

2-21, Jackson Oliver 2-12, Jonathan Doeden 1-4). Beresford: 39-69 (Hunter Borah 9-28, Brad 
Christianson 10-27, Carter Kennedy 7-17, 2 touchdowns).

Passing: Groton: (Marshall Lane), completed 9 of 13 for 58 yards, 1 touchdown. Beresford: 
(Sam Nelson 3-8, 106 yards, Brad Christianson attempted 2 passes.

Receivers: Groton: Jonathan Doeden 3-26; Seric Shabazz 3-19, 1 touchdown; Brandon Keith 
2-16, Lucas Hinman 1 catch. Beresford: Parker Goblirsch 1-70; Jack Antonsen 2-36.

Fumbles: Groton had 2, lost 1. Beresford had 2, lost 1 recovered by Brandyn Anderson.
Penalties: Groton 7-85, Beresford 1-5.
Defense: Groton: Brandon Keith 13 tackles, Seric Shabazz 12 tackles, Jonathan Doeden 9 

tackles. Beresford: Brad Christianson 19 tackles.
Record: Groton 2-2, Beresford 0-4.
Next Game: Groton area hosting Chamberlain on Friday. Beresford at Canton on Friday.

West Central girls beat Groton
The West Central girls soccer team defeated Groton on Friday in Groton, 3-1. Harleigh Stange 

score the lone goal for Groton. Scoring for West Central were Kazia Ohayon with two goals 
and Olivia Becker with one.

Netters beat Webster Area
Groton Area made it a clean sweep in volleyball action held Tuesday evening in Webster.
Groton won the C match, 25-5 and 25-15, the junior varsity match, 25-18 and 25-12, and 

the varsity match, 25-16, 25-12 and 25-14.
Groton Area was 64 of 72 in serving with 13 ace serves. Gia Gengerke was 17 of 19 with 

five ace serves and Miranda Hanson was 16 of 19 with five ace serves.
In sets, Groton Area was 56 of 58 with 31 assists. Miranda Hanson was 51 of 53 with 30 

assists and Payton Maine was three of three with one assist.
Groton Area was 76 of 89 in hits with 33 kills. Gia Gengerke was 17 of 20 with 13 kills and 

Jennie Doeden was 20 of 23 with eight kills.
Groton Area had 44 digs with Payton Maine having 13 and Eliza Wanner nine. Gengerke 

had one solo block.
Groton Area, now 3-1 on the season, will host Britton-Hecla on Thursday.



Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Removal, Grinding, Chipping, Trimming
605-725-WOOD

Mason Dinger: 605-216-6098
Trevor Zeck: 605-216-8910

Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
9/16 to 9/18  War for the Planet of 

the Apes  PG 13 
9/23  to 9/25  All Saints  PG

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net

www.397news.com ◊ Wed., Sept. 13, 2017 ◊ 3

Gia Gengerke
(Photo by J. Kosel)

Eliza Wanner
(Photo by J. Kosel)

Jessica Bjerke
(Photo by J. Kosel)

Jennie Doeden
(Photo by J. Kosel)

Groton Area netters beat 
Britton-Hecla

Groton Area’s volleyball team improved to 4-1 on the sea-
son with a 3-0 win over Britton-Hecla. The match was played 
Thursday in Groton.

Groton won the varsity games by game scores of 25-11, 25-9 
and 25-9. Groton won the junior varsity match by game scores 
of 25-10 and 25-10. The eighth graders split their match, win-
ning the first game, 28-26, and losing the second game, 25-19.

The varsity match was carried live on GDILIVE.COM, spon-
sored by Olson Developmen, Allied Climiate Professionals with 
Kevin Nehls, Grain Solutions with Jesse Zak, Blocker Construc-
tion, Groton Ford, John Sieh Agency, Milbrandt Enterprises Inc., 
Hanlon Brothers of Groton and Verdon, James Valley Seed with 
Doug Jorgensen, Erickson Insurance Agency and Bahr Spray 
Foam and Construction. Make sure you tell these sponsors 
thank you and that you patronize them as well.

Britton Cross
Country Meet
Trevor  Sumpt ion 

placed second in the 
Brit ton-Hecla cross 
country meet held Tues-
day. The Frederick Area 
runner ran the 5,000m 
course in 18:24.16. Gro-
ton’s Isaac Smith placed 
sixth with a time of 
19:53.3 and Micah Poor 
was 11th with a time of 
20:38.6.

In the girl’s varsity di-
vision, Emily Thompson 
placed fifth with a time 
of 21:56.5 and Hannah 
Lewandowski was sixth 
with a time of 23:26.2 
on the 5,000m course.

In the boy’s junior 
varsity 4,000m race, 
Cody Blanchard, Lang-
ford, won the race with 
a time of 10:41.6. 2, 
Isaac Sumption, Fred-
erick Area, 10:48.7; 7, 
Jesse Keough, Langford 
Area, 12:06.9; 10, Noah 
Poor, Groton Area, 
12:49.6; 11, Jesse Ge-
ranen, Frederick Area, 
12:50.5; 15, Spencer 
Jacobs, Groton Area, 
13:56.9; 17, Braven 
Hanse, Langford Area, 
14:11.53.

Girls’ junior varsity 
3,000m race: 6, Alyssa 
Keough, Langford Area, 
14:23.5; 8, Avery West, 
Langford Area, 15:19.3; 
9, AnneMarie Smith, 
Groton Area, 15:23.2; 
11, Rylee Rosenau, Gro-
ton Area, 15:47; 15, 
Laney Widener, Lang-
ford Area, 18:03; 16, 
Jenifer Fjelstad, Groton 
Area, 19:47.1.

Every Vote Counts!
The Boards of North Central Farmers Elevator and Wheat Growers have 
proposed unifying the two cooperatives. A unified cooperative would be 
stronger and more efficient, better able to deliver value in an increasingly 
competitive ag environment.

These benefits can only happen when membership votes. Members cast 
your vote today! Drop your ballot at a North Central Farmers Elevator or 
Wheat Growers location nearest you, or mail it in no later than Sept. 
18 to arrive by Sept. 27. Mailing instructions are included with your ballot.

Ballot Box Drop-off Locations 
(Ballots must be delivered by 5:00 p.m. Wed., Sept. 27)

Aberdeen West Terminal (Wheat Growers)
Aberdeen Admin Office (Wheat Growers)
Andover (Wheat Growers)
Bath Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Berlin Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Bowdle Grain (NCFE)
Bristol (Wheat Growers)
Carpenter (Wheat Growers)
Chamberlain (Wheat Growers)
Eldridge (Wheat Growers)
Faulkton (NCFE)
Frederick (Wheat Growers)
Hague (NCFE)
Harrold (NCFE)
Herreid (NCFE)
Highmore (NCFE)
Highmore (Wheat Growers)
Huron (NCFE)
Huron Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Ipswich Admin Office (NCFE)
Java (NCFE)
Kennebec Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Kimball (Wheat Growers)

Langford (Wheat Growers)
Lebanon (NCFE)
Leola (NCFE)
McLaughlin (Wheat Growers)
Mellette Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Miller (NCFE)
Miller (Wheat Growers)
Northville (NCFE)
Oakes (Wheat Growers)
Onaka (NCFE)
Pollock (NCFE)
Redfield (NCFE)
Redfield Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Roscoe (Wheat Growers)
Stickney (Wheat Growers)
Strasburg (NCFE)
Tulare Agronomy (Wheat Growers)
Warner West (NCFE)
Wecota (NCFE)
Willow Lake (Wheat Growers)
Wolsey (Wheat Growers)
Woonsocket (Wheat Growers)
Yale (Wheat Growers)

For more information visit www.ncfe.coop or www.wheatgrowers.com. 
Or contact North Central Farmers Elevator at (605) 426-6021 or email to info@ncfe.coop, 

or reach Wheat Growers at (888) 429-4902 or info@sdwg.com.
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THINKING ABOUT HEALTH 
Hospitals May Get Accredited Even With Poor, Unsafe Care 

By Trudy Lieberman, Rural Health News Service 
Earlier this year an Illinois woman sent an email telling me of the poor care her husband received at a large Chicago hospital. After six 

weeks of fighting for his life, he died. 
“I wish you could see his records and all the infections and surgeries he had,” she told me. “I’ve been wanting to do something about the 

care he got and just didn’t know who to go to.” 
I return to this topic from time to time because everyone is vulnerable to hospital mistakes. Most people think of hospitals as safe, loving 

places that advertise their miracle cures on TV and build new wings to house the latest technology. How can things go wrong? But they do, 
and readers of this column have been eager to share their experiences. 

Increasingly, it’s becoming clear there are few places patients and their families can turn for help in avoiding bad care and equally important 
there’s almost no guidance from state or the federal regulators. When news outlets try to write about unsafe hospitals, they run into a “veil 
of secrecy that protects the industry” as one reporter in Michigan put it. 

The Wall Street Journal has just published a fine story that begins to lift that veil. 
Not many Americans know that the federal government has turned over the task of accrediting most of the nation’s hospitals to a private 

organization called the Joint Commission, which is funded by hospitals and governed by a board of directors some of whom are executives 
in the health systems it accredits.

Medicare requires hospitals to comply with safety standards, and they can use state inspections or hire a government-approved accrediting 
body to show they are in compliance. Most have chosen the latter. 

Hospitals have a lot of skin in this game paying the Commission an annual fee between $1,500 and $37,000 depending on how big they 
are, the Journal reported. They also pay for the inspections, which in 2015 cost on average $18,000. 

The Joint Commission awards a “Gold Seal of Approval” to those facilities that meet its standards. Maybe you’ve seen them when you’ve 
visited a hospital. It encourages hospitals to use those accreditations in their marketing activities, even providing them with a publicity kit. 
The Commission has also created a patient brochure with this reassuring message, “Whenever and wherever you receive health care, look 
for The Joint Commission Gold Seal of Approval.” 

However, the Journal found that those seals of approval can be misleading. Using information from inspection records, reporters found that 
in 2014 some 350 hospitals had Joint Commission accreditation even though they were in violation of Medicare safety requirements, and 60 
percent of them had safety violations in the preceding three years. 

It seems that most patients facing an operation or a hospital stay would want to know that. Dr. Mark Chassin, president and chief execu-
tive of the Joint Commission, told the Journal that his organization doesn’t routinely withdraw accreditation of hospitals with safety problems 
because its focus is less on regulating or penalizing and more on preventing problems. 

And this brings us back to that age-old problem: Should a government regulate business, including hospitals which have become very big 
businesses - or should it provide information so buyers, or in this case patients, can compare the offerings and make decent choices? Op-
ponents of regulation argue that providing information is best.

In the case of hospitals, though, patients have neither regulation nor information. The Journal’s reporting shows that the Joint Commission’s 
inspection process often lets hospitals keep their accreditation even as they deliver poor care. At the same time, the Joint Commission has 
continually refused to make its hospital inspection reports public. So if patients are supposed to do their homework before undergoing health 
procedures, it’s a fair question to ask: How should they do that? 

Earlier this year the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services proposed a rule that would have required the Joint Commission to make its 
inspection records public. The agency cited serious concerns about the Commission’s ability 
to identify safety problems. The Commission opposed the regulation, arguing it would make 
its work harder. Hospitals opposed it, too. 

CMS heard their pleas and withdrew the proposal leaving patients in the same information 
vacuum they were in before. 

Earlier this year Ashish Jha, a professor of health policy at the T. H. Chan School of Public 
Health at Harvard, told me he had no idea which hospital in New York City had the lowest risk 
of safety problems. At best he could only make a rough guess. He told the Journal its findings 

show “accreditation is basically meaningless – 
it doesn’t mean a hospital is safe.” 

What kind of information would you like to 
see about safety and quality of care at your 
local hospital? Write to Trudy at trudy.lieber-

man@gmail.com.  
   

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!
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Weekly Vikings 
Roundup

By Jordan Wright
Oh boy does it feel 

great to get a win 
on opening weekend! 
On Monday night, the 
Minnesota Vikings de-
feated the New Or-
leans Saints 29-19. 
Going against Drew 
Brees, one of the best 
quarterbacks in NFL 
history, was a tall task 
- but the Vikings de-
fense was up for the challenge. Not to be 
outdone, the Vikings offense looked more 
than capable of putting up points, which was 
lacking last season.

The Vikings offense was rolling, and it 
started up front with the offensive line. Last 
year Sam Bradford was under constant pres-
sure, but against the Saints, Bradford was only 
sacked once. As he showed Monday night, 
when Bradford has time to throw the ball he 
has amazing arm strength and accuracy. He 
ended the night with 346 yards and three 
touchdowns. The offensive line also opened 
running lanes for rookie running back Dalvin 
Cook, who ran for 127 yards on 22 carries (5.8 
yards per carry). 

Defensively, the Vikings put constant pres-
sure on Drew Brees, forcing him to get rid of 
the ball in a hurry. He had 291 yards and a 
touchdown, but 147 yards and the touchdown 
came in the last five minutes of the game, 
when the Saints were down by three scores. 
This game was made out to be Adrian Pe-
terson’s revenge game, but the Vikings were 
prepared for him, only allowing him 18 yards 
on six carries (3.0 yards per carry). As a team, 
the Saints were limited to only 60 yards on 
the ground, which was great to see after the 
Vikings defense was constantly gashed by 
running backs in the preseason.

Three big questions after the Vikings victory 
on Monday night

How was Adrian Peterson received by the 
crowd? Most fans, myself included, were curi-
ous to see how the crowd at US Bank Stadium 
would welcome Adrian Peterson. AP was one 
of the greatest players in Vikings history, but 
the end of his career in purple and gold was a 
roller coaster. Based on reports of people who 
were at the game, there were some boos for 
#28, but most fans cheered his name when 
he was announced before the game started. 

Is the Vikings offense really this good, or was 
it simply because they were playing the Saints 
defense? There is no doubt the Vikings offense 
looked great on Monday, but the performance 
has to come with an asterisk because the New 
Orleans Saints have one of the worst defenses 
in the NFL. 

The Vikings offense has shown signs of im-
provement from last season, however. 

The offensive line looks to be much improved, 
and Sam Bradford finally looks comfortable in 
the offense. Stefon Diggs and Adam Thielen 
have established themselves as premier receiv-
ers in the NFL, and Dalvin Cook has shown 
why the Vikings felt compelled to move up in 
the draft to get him. At the end of the day, the 
Vikings did what they were expected to do – 
take advantage of a porous defense. The same 
couldn’t be said last season, so it’s clear the 
team took a step forward. Hopefully they can 
gain some confidence from this performance 
and carry it over to the rest of the year.

What’s next for the Vikings? The team will 
travel to Pittsburgh to battle the Steelers on 
Sunday, September 17 (12 p.m. Central). The 
Steelers beat the Cleveland Browns in week 

Drought Monitor
Above-normal temperatures continued across 

the Dakotas and the Nebraska Panhandle this 
past week. A band of rain moved through the 
region during the week, though amounts were 
generally less than one inch. North-central North 
Dakota saw increases in severe drought where 
rainfall was less than 25 percent of normal over 
the last 30 to 60 days and satellite based-vegeta-
tion indicators were showing stress. South-central 
North Dakota saw a one-category improvement 
in areas where rainfall deficits, soil moisture, and 
well levels have begun to show recovery and 
pastures have responded to rains over the last 
30 days. Western South Dakota saw a small one-

category deterioration due to a continued lack of rainfall, low soil moisture and streamflow 
values, and vegetation stress. Southeastern South Dakota and northeastern Nebraska saw 
one-category improvements in areas where precipitation deficits, soil moisture, and vegetation 
indicators have returned to normal or near-normal values. Improvements also occurred in the 
abnormally dry area in the Nebraska Panhandle and in the moderate drought in central Kansas.

By Richard P. Holm M.D.

The Sad 
Truth 
About 

Sadness
In my many years 

of caring for the sick, 
I have encountered 
several individuals 
caught in the joy star-
vation of depression. I 
have seen the result-
ing devastation affect 
not only the afflicted, 
but also those around 
them. For those 18 
to 45 years of age, 
depression is the 
number one cause 
of disability, resulting 
in an estimated 200 
billion dollars of lost 
earnings per year. I 
stand aghast when 
the condition results 
in such helplessness 
that the patient cho-
ses to escape life with 
suicide. There are 
about 40,000 deaths 
per year to suicide, 
which is approximately 
equal to the number 
of deaths caused by 
breast cancer. De-
spite a similar mortal-
ity rate, the money 
invested in depression 
research is about 1% 
of that spent studying 
breast cancer. 

It remains unclear 
as to the exact causes 
of depression are, as 
they can vary from 
one case to another. 
There are many fac-
tors which can con-
tribute to depression, 
including genetic pre-
disposition, a trou-
bled childhood and 
adolescence, stress-
ful environments, sad 
situations, addiction, 
traumatic experienc-
es, or even not getting 
enough sun. Most of 
us periodically have 
what is called “situ-

ational depression,” 
such as the appro-
priate sadness that 
follows severe loss or 
death of a loved one. 
This type of depres-
sion is normal and will 
usually fade with time 
as we heal emotional-
ly. The time to be con-
cerned is when there 
is depression with-
out a “situation”¬—
no apparent reason 
for it to happen, no 
sad story to explain 
why one is filled with 
sadness. When the 
patient says, “I don’t 
know why I feel this 
way”, then the clini-
cian knows there is a 
problem.

Diagnosing clinical 
depression is not al-
ways easy. However, 
there are often asso-
ciated symptoms that 
point us physicians in 
the direction of an ac-
curate diagnosis. We 
suspect depression 
when people experi-
ence chronic pain, find 
it hard to concentrate, 
are without energy, 

have flares of temper, 
sleep too much or too 
little, have a loss of 
appetite or have over-
eating binges, have 
unexplained crying 
spells, or become filled 
with anxiety for mini-
mal reasons. People 
can often make things 
worse by covering up 
depression with alco-
hol, sleeping pills, anti-
anxiety medications, 
or substance abuse, 
making the diagnosis 
even more difficult. 

Sadly, two-thirds 
of people with de-
pression do not seek 
or receive help, of-
ten because they 
are ashamed or feel 
without hope. This is 
unfortunate, as 80% 
of those who do get 
help will begin to see 
improvement in as 
little as four to six 
weeks. There is help 
and hope for those 
with this miserable 
condition, but people 
need to be open to 
the possibility of such 
a problem (men are 

September 5

usually the worst de-
niers). There are sev-
eral low-cost, highly 
effective treatments 
available for depres-
sion. They typically 
involve either meet-
ing regularly with a 
behavioral specialist, 
taking a minimal side-
effect medication, or 
a combination of the 
two. There are several 
other things that can 
aid in fighting depres-
sion as well, like get-
ting adequate sleep 
and exercising regu-
larly—even if it’s only 
walking for 30 minutes 
each day.  

If you are possibly 
struggling with de-
pression, please get 
help. The treatments 
can be very effec-
tive and drastically 
improve your quality 
of life. It is not a con-
dition to be ashamed 
of. If you can’t do it for 
yourself, at least do it 
for those around you.

Help Wanted
We are Hiring Nurses – RN or LPN, 

Full or Part Time.

NEW WAGE PACKAGE!!!
Contact Jessica Lindskov or Nellie Peterson at 605-397-

2365 or apply in person.
EOE/AA/M/F/V/D-Drug Free Workplace

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 
605-397-2365

0913.1005

one, 21-18. The Steelers will pose another significant test to the Vikings 
defense, as Antonio Brown and Le’Veon Bell are elite players at their 
positions. The two teams have playoff aspirations, so this will give both 
a chance to see how good they really are.

SKOL!
Have any questions or comments? Reach out to me on Facebook 

(facebook.com/SkolJWright) or on Twitter (@SkolJWright).



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANT TO BE ON TV? Join us 3-6 pm Friday, 

September 29 on Pierre Street in Pierre for 
Fireball Run. Call 224-7361 for information._________________________________

FREE MAMMOGRAM & OFFICE VISIT for in-
come eligible women ages 40-64, women ages 
30-39 eligible with preapproval, through the All 
Women Count! Program. Call 1-800-738-2301.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RETAIL HARDWARE: Business for sale. Well 

established. Located in Watertown, SD. Con-
tact Rich (701)400-9345.

EMPLOYMENT
PIC GENETIC NUCLEUS Swine Technicians 

Mound CITY, SD. No experience necessary put 
preferred. Excellent compensation and benefits 
package. Contact Susan.peterson@genusplc.
com or 605-955-3502 ext 4213_________________________________

CITY MAINTENANCE MANAGER Timber 
Lake, SD is accepting applications for FT City 
Maintenance Manager (Street, Water, and 
Sewer Superintendent).  Send application 
and resume to City of Timber Lake, 700 Main 
Street, PO Box 431, Timber Lake, SD, 57656 or 
call (605)-865-3790.  Wage DOE.  EOE. 

WANTED
SEEDING EQUIPMENT: Buying Valmar and 

Gandy applicators used. Call Paul at Daily 
Bread Machinery. 763-286-2037.

Local Classified and 
Card of Thanks Rates
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445

6 ◊ 397news.com ◊ Wed., Sept. 13, 2017

FOR RENT
Large 1 bedroom apt. for rent 219 N, 

Main Street, Groton. Call 380-8039. Utili-
ties paid. 600.00 per month 

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! 
(25 words for $150. Each additional word $5.) 
Call the Independent at 397-NEWS (6397) for 
details.

Brown County
Sept. 5, 2017

Meeting Minutes
SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 – GEN-

ERAL MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Kippley at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present were 
Commissioners Hansen, Sutton, 
Fischbach and Fjeldheim.  Com-
missioner Kippley led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   

MINUTES: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Fischbach to ap-
prove the Joint City County Meet-
ing Minutes and General Meeting 
Minutes of August 29, 2017.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS: Moved by Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Sutton to approve 
the following claims:

P a y r o l l :  C o m m i s s i o n 
$5,289.97; Auditor $7,966.06; 
Treasurer $13,432.05; States 
Attorney $20,802.83; SVAWA 
Grant $1,282.08; Maintenance 
$7,013.98; Assessor $13,831.28; 
Register of Deeds $9,277.35; 
Ve t e ran s  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e 
$4,176.45; GIS $2,301.47; In-
formation Technology $8,413.73; 
Human Resources $3,082.21; 
Sheriff Admin $38,370.90; Jail 
$50,997.25; Coroner $2,100.00; 
JDC $21,284.33 Welfare Office 
$3,665.57; Museum $8,195.21; 
Parks & Fairgrounds $10,417.14; 
Fair Board $47,457.43; 4-H 
$2,579.27; Weed $6,795.33; 
Planning and Zoning $1,866.02;  
Highway $49,414.42; Communi-
cations $20,626.06; Emergency 
Management $3,960.14; Teen 
Court $438.38; 24/7 $3,183.94; 
Landfill $13,403.98.

Matching Benefits: FICA 
$22,744.56; Medicare $5,319.28

Professional Fees: Aberdeen 
Advanced Care Ambulance 
$3,675.00; AAHA $500.00; 
Adam Altman $13,009.24; Bantz, 
Gosch & Crèmer $5,289.88; 
Clark Engineering $3,969.76; 
Harmelink, Fox & Ravnsborg 
Law $164.98; Ronayne Law Of-
fice $2,472.20; Stoddard Law 
$840.36. 

Publishing: Groton Indepen-
dent $231.65. 

Rentals: NB Golf $14,375.00. 
Repairs & Maintenance: 

Aberdeen Plumbing & Heat-
ing $125.69; Climate Control 
$5,340.40; Crawford

Trucks & Equip. $250.19; 
Galls $446.35; Great Western 
Tire $11.00; Hanlon Brothers 
$1,040.00; Hase Plumbing & 
Heating $229.40; Public Safety 
Equip. $241.00; Quality Weld-
ing $35.00; Sander’s Sew ‘n’ 
Vac $77.76; Thee Glass Doktor 
$108.00; Zastrow’s Sales & Ser-
vice $45.00.

Supplies: A & B Business 
$726.45; Crawford Trucks & 
Equip. $4,414.24; Crescent 
Electric Supply $352.54; DFP 
$69.36; DSG $2,302.67; Domi-
no’s $158.63; Fastenal $430.08; 
Fire Safety First $22.00; Galls 
$433.03; Geffdog $642.38; Gov-
Connection $1,770.91; Great 
Western Tire $1,293.06; Heart-
land Paper $2,840.21; House 
of Glass $50.40; Jimmy John’s 
$120.70; Lien Transportation 
$56,775.40; Mac’s $755.15; 
Menards $427.91; Midstates 
Printing $2,960.90; NCFE-War-
ner $6,720.56; Network Ser-
vices $325.00; Pantorium Clean-
ers $14.00; Pepsi Beverages 
$270.57; Photo-X-Press $43.84; 
Pro Build $142.92; Quality Weld-
ing $4.00; Regalia Mfg. Co. 
$725.66; Schmidt Construction 
$238.26; Share Corp. $380.00; 
Sherwin Williams $13.00; Marla 
Zastrow $42.11; Zastrow’s Sales 
& Service $251.16.

Travel & Conference: Mike Fey 
$14.00; Sarah Hartje $27.26; 
Patricia Kendall $82.72; Mark 
Milbrant $272.00; Derek Ricci 
$14.00. 

Utilities: Aberdeen City Trea-
surer $3,955.96; AT&T $205.00; 
BDM Rural Water $36.00; Cen-
tury Link

$ 5 8 . 9 0 ;  M i d c o n t i n e n t 
$748.94; NWPS $28,573.50. 

Improvements other than 
Buildings: Ringgenberg Electric 
$45,014.00.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Hansen to approve 
the Commission Assistant/HR 
Office Report, which includes 
the following personnel changes:

Approve the following Em-
ployee Step Increases, effective 
September 10, 2017: Bryan Ow-
ens at $19.09 per hour; Casey 
Jensen at $19.00 per hour; 
Samiulela Mounga at $ 19.32 per 
hour; Dean Zumbaum at $18.27 
per hour.

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  

LEASE AGREEMENT: Moved 
by Fjeldheim, seconded by Sut-
ton to deny lease submitted by 
Northern State University for 
lease of the Richmond Lake 
Youth Camp on September 10, 
2017 unless terms of original 
county lease are followed.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE 
LICENSES: Moved by Fischbach, 
seconded by Hansen to approve 
and authorize the Chair sign the 
following Special Malt Beverage 
License Application: NESD Celtic 
Faire and Games – Brown County 
Fairgrounds (Centennial Village) 
SW ¼ of Sec 1-T123N-R64W, 
effective September 15, 2017.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

Moved by Hansen, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to authorize ad-
vertising public hearing for the 
following Special Malt Bever-
age License Application: Spurs 
Therapeutic Riding Center, 1006 
130th St., Aberdeen, SD – N ½ 
of Lt 1 Spurs 2nd Addition NW 
6-123N-63W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, SD, to be held 
in the Commissioner’s Cham-
bers, Courthouse Annex, Brown 
County, SD at 8:50 a.m. on Sep-
tember 12, 2017 (Special License 
effective September 16, 2017).  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

FAIR CONTRACT: Moved by 
Fjeldheim, seconded by Sutton 
to approve and authorize the 
Chair sign the following 2017 Fair 
Contract:  Angie’s Clean ALL at 
$500 (sanitation services).  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

DISCRETIONARY FORMU-
LA DENIED: Moved by Fisch-
bach, seconded by Sutton to 
deny application submitted by 
NorthWestern Corporation for 
Discretionary Formula on the 
following Centrally Assessed 
property: New 60 megawatt 
peaking plant –Aberdeen Gen-
erating Station (value of discre-
tionary @ 2,987,880 in Aberdeen 
Township).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

RACE TRACK OPTION: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Fisch-
bach to approve request, sub-
mitted by Todd, Troy and Scott 
Neuendorf DBA Bullet Sports for 
one-year option to lease Brown 
County facilities at the Fair-
grounds for the 2018 Car Racing 
season, per lease agreement as 
restated/amended on September 
27, 2016 (option three of four 
available).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

2018 PROVISIONAL BUDGET 
HEARING: Time and place, as 
advertised for public hearing 
on the 2018 Provisional Budget.  
No one from the public or vari-
ous departments appeared.  No 
changes were made.  Formal 
action will be taken on the Pro-
visional Budget on September 
26, 2017.

FAIR REPORT: Derek Ricci, 
Fair Manager, presented statisti-
cal information comparing 2016 
and 2017 fair attendance and 
ticket sales.  

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS: Moved 
by Sutton, seconded by Hansen 
to go into executive session to 
discuss Labor Contract, per SDCL 
1-25-2(4) with Larry Lovrien and 
Gary Vetter in attendance.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

The Chair declared the ex-
ecutive session closed, with the 
following action taken as a result 
of the discussion.

Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Sutton to amend salary 
schedule guideline #7 to read 
“All employees on the 10-year 
Step Plan who reach Step 10 
in the classification assigned 
shall receive an additional $.05 
per hour for each year com-
pleted thereafter, applied as per 
#5 and/or #6 above. NOTE: 
Amount following employee 
name represents base pay plus 
additional earned at Step 10 in 
any classification”: and further 
approve a $.05 per hour increase 
for the following: Brad Nehlich, 
effective Feb. 12, 2017; Tanya 
Walth, effective July 16, 2017; 
Sara Swisher, effective Sept. 10, 
2017.  All member present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Sutton, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to go into execu-
tive session to discuss personnel, 
per SDCL 1-25-2(1) with Larry 
Lovrien and Gary Vetter in at-
tendance.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.   

The Chair declared the ex-
ecutive session closed, with no 
action taken as a result of the 
discussion.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Fischbach, seconded by Fjeld-
heim to adjourn the Brown 
County Commission at 10:00 
a.m.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

Sara Swisher, Brown County 
Deputy Auditor

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $72.51. 14767

TRACTOR SALVAGE
ABERDEEN, SD

1000+ Salvaged Tractors &
Combines
400+ Reground Crankshafts
500+ Tractor Tires
300+ Rebuilt Radiators

Phone (605) 225-0185
5 Miles North & 1 Mile West of CASE-IH

GREAT BUYS
& SERVICE!

WANT TO BUY
TRACTORS,
COMBINES
& SWATHERS
FOR SALVAGE

Large Line of Swather,
Baler & Cutter Parts.

MEYERS

SD-1622105D

Groton City
Sept. 11

Meeting Minutes
September 11, 2017
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00pm at 
City Hall for their first monthly 
meeting with the following mem-
bers present: Opp, McGannon, 
Blackmun, Glover and Mayor 
Hanlon presiding.  Also present 

were:  Finance Officer Hope 
Block, Attorney Drew Johnson, 
Justin Olson, Kathy Sunder-
meyer.

The minutes were approved 
as read on a motion by Black-
mun, and seconded by McGan-
non.  All members present voted 
aye.

Moved by Opp and seconded 
by McGannon to authorize the 
following bills for payment.  All 
members present voted aye.

Payroll, $79,810.01, Employee 
salaries; Executive, $567.61; 
Administrative, $16,051.20; 
Public Safety, $6,822.28; Public 
Works, $30,139.39; Culture & 
Recreation, $26,229.53; Consol. 
Federal Credit Union, $2,300.00, 
Employee savings; First State 
Bank, $16,070.72, SS and 
WH ; A&B Business Solutions, 
$162.05, Copier rent; Avera 
Aberdeen Family , $118.00, Em-
ployee physical; AFLAC, $420.32, 
Employee insurance; Anthony 
Donovan, $81.08, Utility over-
payment; Avera Heart Hospital of 
SD, $2,018.00, 2 AED's for PD; 
Chuck Padfield, $7.46, Deposit 
refund; City of Groton, $348.05, 
Transit utilities, refunds, post-
age; Colonial Life, $179.70, 
Employee insurance; Dakota 
Electronics, $234.45, Parts, 
battery, reprogram, repair; Eh 
Hsee, $250.00, Deposit refund; 
Employers Mutual Insurance, 
$93.10, Employee life insurance ; 
Farmers Union Coop, $1,287.76, 
Gas and diesel; Full Circle Ag, 
$90.26, Weed killer; Groton Ford, 
$142.19, Fuse for pickup; Guard-
ian Insurance, $258.53, Employ-
ee dental and vision; Heartland 
Waste Management, $6,750.35, 
Garbage services ; Jim Gerdes, 
$403.00, Med flex; Kens Food 
Fair, $1,323.87, Gas, paper prod-
ucts, cleaners; Leidholdt Tool 
Sales, $237.46, Hammer drill; 
Mason Madsen, $470.80, Jr 
Legion mileage ; Nelson Sales 
& Service, $133.50, Carbu-
retor ; NW Energy, $701.30, 
Natural gas; Paul & Tina Kosel, 
$409.50, Med flex; RDO John 
Deere, $310.74, Fuse holder 
for mower; Runnings, $81.27, 
Coupler, caster; S & S Lumber, 
$526.22, supplies and materials; 
SD Dept of Health, $402.00, Wa-
ter testing; SD Public Assurance 
Alliance, $46,636.38, City insur-
ance; SD Retirement System, 
$16,069.06, Employee retire-
ment July & August; SD Supple-
mental Retirement, $530.00, 
Employee retirement; SD Water 
& Wastewater Assoc., $240.00, 
Registration fees; Todd & Paul 
Kokales, $128.59, Deposit re-
fund; US Postal Service, $202.48, 
Utility bill postage; Verizon Wire-
less, $41.81, Dump camera; 
Weber Landscaping, $5,800.00, 
Down payment for cemetary tree 
project; Welmark, $12,122.04, 
Employee insurance; Total Pre-
paid:, $197,392.05; Payable:; 
Chase Visa, $694.65, Postage, 
labels, toner, paper, resale; 
Ecolab , $102.42, Pest control 

landfill; Locke Electric, $196.94, 
Fuse change AC at CC; Mc-
Gannon Plumbing & Heating, 
$1,472.04, Boiler repairs, sev-
eral AC services; Topkote Inc, 
$104,867.20, Chip seal; Total 
Payable:, $107,333.25.

Doug Hamilton entered the 
meeting at 7:03.  He spoke 
about the plans the legion has 
for the veteran’s circle at the 
cemetery.  Moved by Blackmun 
and seconded by Glover to allow 
trees to be removed in order for 
the legion to move forward with 
their veteran’s circle project.  All 
members present voted aye.  
Doug left the meeting at this 
point.

Terry Herron entered the 
meeting at 7:15 and spoke about 
department projects and also 
introduced Ordinance 714 involv-
ing pex tubing.  Moved by Opp 
and seconded by Glover to pass 
the first reading of Ordinance 
714 An ordinance Amending the 
2012 Revised Ordinances for 
the City of Groton as it Pertains 
to Water.  All members present 
voted aye.  Terry left the meeting 
at this point.

Moved by Blackmun and sec-
onded by Glover to allow Paul 
Kosel to attend FEMA training 
September 26 and 27 in Ab-
erdeen, and allow Hope Block 
and Drew Johnson to attend the 
Municipal Law Symposium Sep-
tember 28, 2017 in Vermillion.  
All members present voted aye.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by Opp to allow the com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner to 
be held at the community center.  
All members present voted aye.

Moved by McGannon and sec-
onded by Blackmun to pass the 
second reading of Ordinance 712 
revising utility rates and dates.  
All members present voted aye.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by Blackmun to transfer 
$200,000 from electric cash ac-
count to general cash account.  
All members present voted aye.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by McGannon for an 
automatic budget supplement 
to amend the 2017 budget for 
grant revenue and contingency 
replenishing the contingency for 
the amount previously used for 
baseball playground equipment 
($48,850).  All members present 
voted aye.

 Moved by Opp and seconded 
by McGannon to pass the second 
reading of Ordinance 713: 2018 
Appropriation Ordinance.  All 
members present voted aye.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by Opp to adjourn into 
executive session for personnel 
and legal items 1-25-2 (1) & (3) 
at 7:47 pm. All members present 
voted aye. Council reconvened 
into regular session at 8:04 pm. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 
pm.

Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Hope Block, Finance Officer
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $16.53. 14770

Veteran’s Circle to be 
renovated

Doug Hamilton came before the Groton 
City Council to discuss repair options for the 
Veteran’s Circle at the cemetery. The Groton 
Post #39 is looking at a $15,000 project, but 
in order to move forward, two trees need to 
be removed. The council gave the approval for 
the trees to be removed and for the Legion 
to proceed with the project. A sidewalk will 
be installed and more room will be made for 
future Veterans.

City Supervisor Terry Herron proposed 
changing the ordinance to allow pex pipe to 
be used from the water main to customer 
curbstop. The ordinance stated only copper 
could be used. The new pex pipe is only $1.89 
per ft. compared to copper at nearly $6 a foot. 
First reading of the ordinance was approved.

The second meeting for the city council 
will be held Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. at the Groton 
Community Center.

The council approved for Tom and Barb 
Paepke to use the community center for the 
annual community Thanksgiving dinner.

The second reading of the utility revisions 
was approved. What this will do is change 
the metering read date from the 15th of the 
month to the 1st of the month, and for the 
bills to be paid from the 10th to the 25th of 
the month starting in October.

The proposed street project for Lincoln 
Street north of Fifth Avenue, Meadowbrook 
Lane and for three blocks on State Street 
was kicked out of the budget this year, but 
Councilman David Blackmun said it needs to 
be done in 2019. Electrical and waste water 
will be given priority in 2018. Dropping the 
$300,000 out the budget allowed the budget 
to be balanced and approved.



2018 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE # 713
CITY OF GROTON

Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Hope Block, Finance Officer .     
First Reading: August 21, 2017     
Second Reading:  September 11, 2017     
Publish Date: Sept. 13, 2017 
Effective Date: October 3, 2017   
The City of Groton is an equal opportunity provider.      
Published once at the approximate cost of $87.14. 14768       

Groton City
Ord. 712

Utility Payments
ORDINANCE NO. 712
City of Groton, South Dakota
An Ordinance entitled “An 

Ordinance Amending Ordinances 
No. 680, “Definitions for Munici-
pal Electric Customers; Sections 
8-1-6, 8-4-10 and 8-5-1 in Ordi-
nance No. 587”

Be it ordained by the City of 
Groton, South Dakota that Ordi-
nances No. 680 be amended to 
read as follows:

SECTION 1: Definition of 
Terms

Residential Customer - One 
who lives in at least 75% of the 
location where utility service is 
provided or provides long term 
living space for others (apart-
ment houses).

General Service Customer 
- Any customer who is not a 
residential customer, such as 
operation of a business, care 
services, place of worship, stor-
age structure, etc.

Electric Demand Customer - 
Any general service customer 
who uses 25 KW or over demand 
during any monthly billing period 
for that period. 

Methods of Changing Utility 
Rates - All future utility rates 
for the City of Groton shall be 
changed by resolution rather 
than ordinance.

Be it further ordained by the 
City of Groton, South Dakota 
that Ordinances No. 597 Sec-
tions 8-1-6, 8-4-10, and 8-5-1 
be amended to read as follows:

8-1-6 Budget Payment Plan. 
Residential and general service 
consumers may participate in 
the Budget Payment Plan un-
der the conditions and terms 
outlined below for the paying of 
utility bills.

Once a residential or general 
service consumer has twelve 
months of continuous city utility 
usage history, he, she or it may 
elect to participate in this Budget 
Payment Plan. The residential or 
general service consumer must 
execute a written agreement at 
the city finance office in order 
to participate. The residential or 
general service consumer must 
be current with their past utility 
bills with the city and have not 
discontinued a previous Budget 
Payment Plan with the city within 
the last twelve months. The city 
finance officer, when applica-
tion is made, shall calculate the 
monthly Budget

Payment Plan amount by 
dividing the cumulative total of 
the last twelve months of util-
ity billings for the residential 
or general service consumer 
by 12. The city finance officer 
shall review each residential or 
general service consumer ac-
count at six month intervals from 
the election to participate in the 
plan and make any adjustments 
necessary by either increasing 
the average monthly payment 
in the case of a debit balance 
or decreasing the monthly bal-
ance in case of a credit balance. 
On the anniversary date of the 
election to participate in the 
plan, a residential or general 
service consumer at their option 
may choose to have an actual 
account credit balance refunded 
to them in cash or apply the 
credit against the next annual 
Budget Payment Plan or in the 
case of a debit balance due on 
that account, the residential or 
general service consumer shall 
pay the debit balance in full be-
fore being allowed to participate 
in the Budget Payment Plan for 
the following year. Each monthly 
payment under the Budget Pay-
ment Plan must be paid by the 
_25_ of the month when due in 
order to avoid a penalty on the 
previous month's charges. Each 
residential or general service 
consumer must participate in 
the Budget Payment Plan for one 
full year at a time and may not 
terminate the plan within that 
year unless that residential or 
general service consumer is dis-
continuing utility service in which 
case the residential or general 
service consumer must balance 
his account with the city finance 
officer either by seeking a credit 
balance refund or paying the full 
amount of the debit balance on 
that account. All other provisions 
of Chapter

8-1 shall remain in full force 
and effect.

8-4-10 Meter Reading. All 
water meters shall be read by 
a person designated by the city 
council and at all times meters 
must be accessible to reading. 
All meters will be read on or 
about the first (1st) day of each 
month. After the reading of the 
meters, the readings shall be 
delivered to the city finance 
officer, who shall compute and 
prepare consumer’s bills, a copy 
of which shall be mailed to the 
consumer. If the bill is not paid 

in full by the _25_ of the month, 
a ten (10) percent penalty shall 
be computed and added to the 
consumer’s bill.

8-5-1 Collection of Bills. All 
electric meters shall be read on 
or about the first (1st) day of 
each month. After the reading 
of the meters, the readings shall 
be delivered to the city finance 
officer, who shall compute and 
prepare consumer’s bills, a copy 
of which shall be mailed to the 
consumer. If the bill is not paid 
in full by the _25_ of the month, 
a ten (10) percent penalty shall 
be computed and added to the 
consumer’s bill.

Passed First Reading: Aug 
21, 2017 

Passed Second Reading: Sept 
11, 2017

Published: Sept 13, 2017
Effective: Oct 3, 2017
Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Hope Block, Finance Officer
Published once at the approxi-

mate cost of $24.75. 147689 

Brown County
Groton Home
Content Sale

NOTICE TO BID NON-FIX-
TURE PERSONAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that a 
Request for Bids will be received 
in the Chambers of the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
at the Courthouse Annex, 25 
Market Street, Aberdeen, SD, 
until the hour of 8:45 A.M. on 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017.  
At said time and place all Letters 
of bids will be publicly opened, 
read and considered by the 
Brown County Board of Com-
missioners for removal of entire 
non-fixture personal property.

An open house will be held on 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 
from 9AM to NOON at 204 N. 
5th St., Groton, South Dakota to 
view the contents.

Envelopes containing bid shall 
be addressed to the Brown 
County Auditor, 25 Market Street, 
Aberdeen, SD, and shall be 
marked on the envelope “Brown 
County Non-Fixture Personal 
Property”.  Bids will be opened 
on_September 26, 2017.  The 
Board of Commissioners re-
serves the right to reject any or 
all letters of bids, and to accept 
the bid they deem to be in the 
best interest of Brown County.  
Brown County is exempt from 
all Federal Excise Tax and State 
Sales Tax.

Bid information and rules are 
on file and may be obtained at no 
charge at the Brown County Au-
ditor’s Office, 25 Market Street, 
Aberdeen, SD.  605-626-7110 
and can be viewed at www.
brown.sd.us.

ATTEST:
Maxine Fischer, Brown County 

Auditor
(0906.0913)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $27.85. 
14700.Groton City

Mud Creek
Provisional

Budget Notice
PROVISIONAL BUDGET FOR 

BROWN COUNTY MUD CREEK 
WATERSHED DISTRICT, BROWN 
COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

FOR THE YEAR JANUARY 1, 
2018 THROUGH DECEMBER 
31, 2018

Gene ra l  F und :   L ega l 
fees, $1,000.00; Advertising, 
$1,500.00; Insurance and 
Bonds, $1,500.00; Engineering 
and Projects, $66,338.85; 

Administration and Office 
Expenses, $1,500.00; Miscella-
neous Expense, $2,000.00.

ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL 
BUDGET FOR BROWN COUNTY 
MUD CREEK WATERSHED DIS-
TRICT  NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That the Managers of 
the Brown County Mud Creek 
Watershed District, will meet 
in the Roger Rix Shop, located 
at 12960 406th Ave., Groton, 
South Dakota on September 
28, 2017 at 8:00 P.M., for the 
purpose of considering the fore-
going Provisional Budget for 
the year 2018 and the various 
items, schedules, amounts and 
appropriations set forth therein 
and as many days thereafter 
as is deemed necessary until 
the final adoption of the budget 
on the 28th day of September, 
2017.  At such time any inter-
ested person may appear either 
in person or by a representative 
and will be given an opportunity 
for a full and complete discus-
sion of all purposes, objectives, 
items, schedules, appropriations, 
estimates, amounts and matters 
set forth and contained in the 
Provisional Budget.  Grant Rix, 
Secretary, Brown County Mud 
Creek Watershed District.

(0913.0920)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $27.85. 
14764. 

Thank you for all the birthday wishes and greetings, 
it made my 95th birthday very special. An extra 
thank you to my family for all they did. It was a 
wonderful day.
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No more paper plates
The dishwasher at the Groton Area El-

ementary School has not been working. The 
replacement part is scheduled to arrive today 
(Tuesday) and to get installed. The students 
have been eating off of paper plates in the 
meantime.

Superintendent Joe Schwan projects that 
the district will have between $700,000 to $1 
million left over from the loan that could be 
transferred to the Capital Outlay fund. The 
elementary school project is coming in well 
under budget. 

There was discussion to resurface the rest of 
the elementary playground asphalt at a cost of 
$39,828. There was question if it would be a 
good time to do it right before winter. A mo-
tion to table the motion failed on a 3-3 vote. 
A motion to approve the project failed on the 
3-3 vote. Those in favor of the project were 
Marty Weismantel, Merle Harder and Grant 
Rix. Those voting against it, mainly because 
they wanted some answers, were Steve Smith, 
Deb Gengerke and Clint Fjelstad. Board mem-
ber Kelly Kjelden was not at the meeting.

The school’s JK-12 enrollment is currently at 
575, down about 14 from last year. The enroll-
ment of Friday, Sept. 29, will determine the dis-
trict’s calculated need for state aid purposes.

Elementary Principal Brett Schwan reported 
that fifth grade band has started already. He 
said that he was excited to get it started earlier 
this year.

Loren Bahr gave the bus route report.
Route 1 - Chuck Padfield - 75 miles
Route 2 - Adam Franken in the morning and 

Butch Farmen in the afternoon- 75 miles
Route 3 - Joel Guthmiller Bus - 76 miles
Route 4 - Randy Hjermstad -76 miles - up by 

11 miles from last year.
Route 5 - Lena Cox - 70 miles - Columbia.
Route 6 - Deb Tietz - Bristol - 79 miles this 

year.
Route 7 - Don Donley - 74 miles
The board approved the resignation of Ryan 

Dix as a special eduction paraprofessional 
effective immediately and the resignation/
retirement from Kathryn Bury as the assistant 
business manager effective December 31, 
2017. Bury was the business manager of the 
Bristol School and started there 23 years ago.

The board approved the educational lane 
change for Desiree Yeigh from BS to BS+15.

Open enrollment request from the Aberdeen 
School District was approved for students in 
grades 3, 5, 7 and 9.

A family living in the Bath area had a change 
of employment and are now working in Aber-
deen so they withdrew their open enrollment 
from the Groton Area School District.

Sunflower Classic
Sept. 10- sponsored by Groton Ford
Olive Grove Golf Course 

Championship Flight: 70- Brad and Dar 
Larson, 72- Duncan Ferriera and Laura Stoebn, 
74- Doug and Vicki Jorgensen, 74- Randy and 
Sue Stanley, 75- Tim and Barb Gillick, 77- Tom 
Mahan and Ranae Ball, 79- Brad and Brenda 
Waage

First Flight: 75- Mark and Kari Herman, 
80- Walt and Helen Plummage, 81- Rich and 
Tami Zimney, 82- Steve and Betty Dunker, 86- 
Rolfe and Char Ludtke, 86- Roger and Sharon 
Zastrow, 86- Bob and Vicki Walter

Second Flight: 80- Tony and Mandy Grohs, 
83- Rod Kluess and Carmen Ferguson, 83- Lar-
ry Frohling and Deb Fredrickson, 86- Jonathan 
and Mandalyn Fliehs, 87- Lorin and Julie Fliehs, 
96- Rick and Donna Cowan

Closest to Pin #4: Vicki Jorgensen
Closest to Pin #8: Brad Larson
Longest Putt #9: Randy Stanley

Groton Area Open House
Groton Area School held its open house this year at the newly renovated elementary build-

ing. A smaller than normal crowd was on hand, but it was a busy night with several extra 
curricular activities in action.

Michael J. Weber announced the winners of the door prizes. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Branden, April and Axel Abeln are being served by Superintendent Joe Schwan, 
Elementary Principal Brett Schwan and school board member Deb Gengerke. (Photo 

by Paul Kosel)

School Board Member Grant Rix and 
Superintendent Joe Schwan serve up 
some of the food in the serving line. 
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Brandon Clocksene is the new head 
cook at the Groton Area School. Pictured 
in back are the cooks for the hot dogs 
and brats, school board members Marty 
Weismantel on the left and Steve Smith 
on the right. (Photo by Paul Kosel)
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IT’S A GREAT DAY TO BE A VIKING
AS AUGUSTANA UNIVERSITY WELCOMES A NEW LEADER AND INAUGURATES A NEW CHAPTER,  

WE CELEBRATE THE EXTRAORDINARY MOMENTUM AND EXCITEMENT OF TODAY.

THIS FALL, WE WELCOMED THE LARGEST INCOMING CLASS SINCE 1978.  
WE PROUDLY SERVE STUDENTS FROM 33 STATES AND 32 COUNTRIES,  
AS WELL AS GRADUATE STUDENTS AND LIFELONG LEARNERS.

RECORD ENROLLMENT

NEW STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS AND EXCITING NEW PROGRAMS  
PROVIDE OUR STUDENTS WITH UNMATCHED OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING THROUGH INTERNSHIPS, RESEARCH,  
CLINICAL WORK, STUDY ABROAD AND MORE.

INNOVATION

NATIONAL RANKINGS COUNT AU AMONG THE REGION’S ‘BEST VALUE 
SCHOOLS’ AND WE’RE LISTED AMONG THE TOP-10 UNIVERSITIES 
THAT PROVIDE THE BEST SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES. 

AFFORDABILITY

OUR GRADUATES RECEIVE A RETURN ON THEIR INVESTMENT. 
AUGUSTANA GRADS HAVE A 98% JOB PLACEMENT RATE. 

SUCCESSFUL OUTCOMES

JOIN US AND BE A VIKING.                           AUGIE.EDU

West Nile update:  South Dakota, 13 September 2017 

SD Department of Health phone 800-592-1861 
SD Department of Health: http://westnile.sd.gov  
SDSU WNV risk assessment:  http://mosquito.sdstate.edu   
CDC West Nile:  www.cdc.gov/westnile  

• 55 human cases of West Nile virus disease have been reported to 
the SD Department of Health.  35% of cases have neuroinvasive disease, 
65% have West Nile Fever.  44% hospitalized. 

• Deaths:  1.  
• Age:  median age 53 years; range 4-85 years.   
• Race:  87% White, 11% American Indian, 2% Other.  Sex: 51% male, 49% female. 
• Counties with human WNV cases:  Aurora 1, Beadle 2, BonHomme 2, Brookings 

5, Brown 4, Campbell 1, Charles Mix 1, Clark 1, Codington 4, Davison 2, Day 1, 
Deuel 1, Douglas 1, Faulk 2, Grant 1, Hamlin 1, Hughes 2, Hutchinson 3, Jackson 
1, Kingsbury 1, Lake 1, Lincoln 3, Lyman 1, McCook 1, McPherson 1, Meade 1, 
Minnehaha 2, Moody 1, Oglala Lakota 1, Pennington 2, Walworth 1, Yankton 2. 

• Viremic blood donors:  2, both in Brown County.    
• WNV positive mosquito detections:  Brookings, Brown, Codington, Hughes, 

Lincoln and Minnehaha counties.  
• WNV positive horse:  Spink County.    
• WNV positive birds:  2 Red-tailed hawk, Codington County.    
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7th and 8th grade Junior 
High Football

The 7th and 8th graders both won games 
against Sisseton last week, but then both lost 
games vs. Redfield this week.

In the Sisseton games, the 7th graders won 
by the score of 8 to 0.  Ethan Gengerke scored 
both the touchdown and the conversion on 
runs from his quarterback position. 

In the 8th grade game, the Tigers won by the 
score of 22 to 0.  Kaden Kurtz had two rushing 
touchdowns plus a hand in the third score by 
him throwing a pass from his halfback position 
to Jackson Cogley who scored the touchdown. 
The defense then held to preserve the shutout.

In the Redfield games, Groton dropped two, 
hard-fought games.  The 7th graders lost by 
the score of 6 to 8.  A failed two-point con-
version was the difference.  The Tiger’s only 
touchdown came early in the game on a short 
pass from Ethan Gengerke to Andrew Marzahn, 
which he then scampered about 60 yards for 
the touchdown after the catch.

In the 8th grade game, Groton lost 12 to 
16 to an athletic bunch from Redfield.  Kaden 
Kurtz again had two rushing touchdowns for 
the Tigers that still led 12 to 8 at the third 
quarter break, but then gave up another 
touchdown losing by the score of 12 to 16.

7th grade team members are: Ethan 
Gengerke, Cade Larson, Jacob Lewandowski, 
Cole Simon, Andrew Marzahn, Caleb Hanten, 
Tate Larson, Porter Johnson, Cole Bisbee, Ka-
leb Antonsen, Aeydon Johnson, Corbin Reich, 
Danny Feist, and Tannor McGannon.

8th grade team members are : Jayden Zak, 
Seth Johnson, Jace Kroll, Kaden Kurtz, Jordan 
Bjerke, Jackson Cogley, Pierce Kettering, Evin 
Nehls, Trey Johnson, and Lane Krueger.
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The Life of Marty Sippel
Services for Martin “Marty” Sippel, 67, of Groton were held Monday, 

September 11, 2017, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Groton.  The Rev. 
Craig Grams officiated.  Burial followed in Groton Union Cemetery.

Marty passed away Wednesday, September 06, 2017 at Groton Care 
and Rehabilitation Center. 

Martin Howard was born on May 28, 1950 in Britton, SD to Marvin 
and Margaret (Johnson) Sippel.  He graduated from Groton High School 
in 1969.  After high school, he drove semi-truck for several neighbors 
and did some cattle buying.

He married Eleanor (Ellie) Schmidt on November 27, 1998 in Groton 
and the couple made their home on the family farm.

Marty was truly a dairy farmer at heart.  Cows were his passion.  
He started in 4-H showing and breeding Brown Swiss cows.  He loved 
every aspect of the dairy industry, which also included selling bulls 
and heifers to many foreign countries.  He also showed cattle at many 
different fairs around the country for many years.

Marty was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church all of his life.  He 
also belonged to both the National and State Brown Swiss Associations.  
In his early years, he enjoyed bowling and stock car racing.  Later in 
life he liked going to casinos.

Blessed to have shared in his life is his wife, Ellie, Aunt Lorraine 
Sippel, Aunt Marie Gengerke, three sisters-in-law, Mildred Henry of 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, Sharon (Art) Reyes of Orland Park, Illinois and 
Peggy (John) Christensen of Rapid City and many cousins.

Marty is preceded in death by his parents, Marvin and Margaret, his 
only sibling, Mary Ann Sippel and his God Child, Lisa Sippel.

Casketbearers were Robbin Green, Matt Johnson, Dave Alberts, Gary 
Fliehs, Lori Hanson and Chris Sippel.

Build Dakota Scholarship 
Recipients Announced for 

2017-18 School Year
 
PIERRE, S.D. – The Build Dakota Scholarship Board has selected 285 

students as recipients of the Build Dakota Scholarship for the 2017-18 
school year.

The scholarships cover tuition and fees, books, equipment and other 
related program expenses for eligible programs within eight high-need 
industry areas at South Dakota’s four technical institutes. Recipients 
were selected from a total of 1,028 applications.

 Dillon Freeman, Groton, received a scholarship for Mitchell Tech and 
will be majoring in Information Systems Technology. Brody Sombke, 
Conde, received a scholarship for Mitchell Tech and will be majoring 
in Telecommunications. 

“The Build Dakota Scholarship is one way we are addressing our 
state’s workforce needs,” Gov. Dennis Daugaard said. “These students 
will help us fill employment gaps, and they’ll be able to graduate and 
enter high-need fields debt free.”

The Build Dakota Scholarship program was announced in late 2014. 
The scholarship is funded by a $25 million donation from T. Denny 
Sanford and $25 million in future funds committed by Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard.

Build Dakota aims to support students entering high-need workforce 
programs at South Dakota’s technical institutes to fill the state’s techni-
cal career fields with skilled professionals. The $50 million will provide 
approximately 300 full scholarships annually in each of the first five 
years of the scholarship program. From 2020 on, an endowment will 
continue to award approximately 50 scholarships per year.

In-state and out-of-state students are eligible to apply. Scholarship 
applicants must be accepted into their program of interest. Recipients 
of the scholarship must enroll full-time and complete their educational 
program on schedule. Scholarship recipients must commit to stay in 
South Dakota to work in their field of study for three years following 
graduation.

Applications for the 2018-19 school year open in January 2018. Find 
more information at http://www.builddakotascholarships.com.

Blood drive nets 36 units
Blood drive coordinator Kathy Sundermeyer has coordinated a very 

successful blood drive. The drive held in Groton on August 24th saw 
30 people volunteer to donate blood and 29 were able to give. Seven 
people gave blood on the automated 2RBC machine that collects two 
units of red blood cells which resulted in 36 total products.

According to Fern Elofson, Donor Recruitment Representative for 
United Blood Services, “Communities like Groton make a regional blood 
program work. People volunteer to donate when there has been a 
well-organized campaign, informing the public of the need for blood.”

Rose Locke called and made appointments for donors. A special thank 
you goes to Ken’s Fairway for donating juice and cookies. Space to 
hold the drive was provided at the American Legion.

On behalf of the patients who benefited, United Blood Services ap-
preciates all the thoughtful people who volunteered to help others by 
giving of themselves. To sign up for your next life-saving blood donation 
appointment, please go to www.unitedbloodservices.org.

Blood is for sharing; you have truly given the “Gift of Life.”

Sherry Koehler was one of the 30 volunteers who donated 
blood at the Groton Blood Drive on August 24. (Photo by Paul Kosel)


